Walker, David

-t | ADDRESS, |
_ Delivired before the General Colored Associa-
" tion at Boston, by David ¥ alker

Mr. President,~1 cannot but congratulate
gou, together| with my brethren on this lughly
intercsting occasion, the first semi-annual
meeting of this Society. When I reflect upon
{he maiy impediments through which we have
tad to conduet its atfuirs, and see, isith emo-
tions of delight, the present degree of eminen-
cy 1o which it has urisen, L cannet, siry but be
of the opinion, th- t an invisible ara must have
heen steetched out in our behall, Fr m the
sery seéond conference, hich was by us con-
-vened, ito agitate; the proposition respecting
this society, to its final consolidation, we were.
by some, apposed; with an avulity; and zeul,
xghich, lind it been on the oppcsite side, would
‘have done great honor to themselv s, And, si1,
but for the undeviating, and truly patriotic ex-
extions of thage whe were favorablg to the for
. matfon of this institution, it might havo been
thia duy,.in a'yet unorganized condition. Ihd|
1 say {n an vaorganized condition?; Yen, hud |
our opponenis their way, the very notion of }
“gach an institution might have been obliieraled
{rom our miads, How straage 1t is, 1o sce wen
of sound sense, and of tolerably good judgment,
act so diameirically in opposition to iheir in-
Lerest; bat I forbéar making any further com-
aents 0n thid subject, and return to that for
which e are conyened. i
- Firgt then; Mr,'President, it is nfccessary to
remarlkihere,'at once, that the primary object
of:this jnstitation, is, to unite the colored pop-
wlation] 50 far, (hrough the United States of
: {merics, a8 may be practicable and expedient;
. forming  societies, opening, extending, ‘and
%eeping up correspundences, anid not withhold-
ing any thing which may have the least. ten-
-Qency to sackiorate oir miserable. pondition—
 gith-tho restiictions, however, *of pot infring
¢fog onthe articles.of its congtitution, or that of
- 48 Unjted States of America, Navw,:that ive
-gry disonited; &5 n'fact, that no one pf common |

: aepse will degy; and), that the canse of which,

{18 a powerful auxiliary in keeping us from ris-|]

/ing (o the scale of reasonable and thinking be-
ings, none but those who delight in our degra-
dation will attempt to contradict.  Did 1 say’
those who delight in our degradution? Yea,.
sir, glory in.keeping us ignorant and misera-
ble, that we might be the better and the longer
slaves. | wascredibly informed by a gentle-
man of unquestionable veracity, that a slave-
holder puon finding one of his young slaves
with a small spelling book in his hand {not o-
pened) feli upon and beat him almost to death,
exclaiming, at the same time, to the child, you
will acquire better learning than I or any of
my family. ‘

.. Tappeal to every candid ‘and unprejudiced
mind, do rot all such men glory in our mise-
ries and degradations; and are there not mill-
ions whose chief glory centres in this horrid
wickedaiss? Now, Mr. Prasident, those ar
the very humane, piilanthropic, and charitable
men who proclaim to the world, that the blacks
are such a poor, ignorant and degraded spe-
cies of beings, that,. were they set at hberty, |
they would die for the want ¢ something to
subsistujon, and in consequence of which,

they arc ccmpelled to keep them in bondage, |
fo do thew good. ;

et gy

i1

O Heaven! what will not avarice and the
love of despotic sway cause men to do with
theiv fellow creatures, when actually in their

ower? Dut, toreturn whence I digressed: it
s been asked, in what way will the, General
Colored dsssaciation (o the Institution) unite
the colored population, so far, in the United
States. as miay be practicable and expedien
to:which enquiry! answer,by asking the follow -
ing: Do not two huadred and eight years very
intolerable sufferings teach us the actual ne-
cessity of a gereral union among us? do we
not know indeed, the bervid dilemma into
which we are, and froin which, wé must exest
ourselves, to be extricated? Shali we keep
slumberiugé on, with our arins caompletely fold-
ed up,exciaiming cvery now und then, against
our miseries, yet never do the | Izast thing to
amelicrate our condition, or that of posiciity?
b:hall we not, by such inactivity, laave, ov ra-
ther eniail a hereditary degradation on o
childrea, but a httle, it at all, inferiorto the,
which. our futhers, umder all their comparative
disadvantages and privations, left on us? iy
fine, shall we. while aliost every other peaple
under Heaven, are making such mighty effonts
to better their candition, yo around trom Licusze
Lo hiouse, enquiring swhat good associations and
societies are going t. do us?  Ought we not to
form oursclves into a gencral hody, to protect,
aid, and assist each other to the utmost of, our
power, with the beforementionell restrictions?

Yes, Mr. President, it is indispensably our
duty to try every scheme that we think wiil

have a tendency to facilitate ony salvation, and
texvethe final result to that God, who holds'

the destinies of people in the! Lollow of Lis

hand, and who ever has, aud will, repay every

nation according toits worke,

i Willany be so bardy as to say, or even o

imagine, that we are sncapable of eflecting any
,object which may have a,tendency to hasten
‘our emancipation, in con-equence of the pre-
'valence of ignorance and poverty amony us?
That the major part of us are’ ignorant ard
poor, I'am at this time unprepared to deny.—
But shall this defer us from all lawfu) attemp!s
16 bring about the desived object? nay, sir, it
should rouse us to greafer. exerlions; there
ought to be a spirit of emulation and inquiry
anieng us, a hungering and thirsting alter reli-
glon; these are reqaisitiong, which, if we ever
be so happiy s to acquire, will fit us for all the
departments of life; and, in My humble opin-
ion, uhipmte]y tesult in rescuibg us from an
©oppression, unparalleled, I had ‘aln.ost said,'in
the annalg of the world, | | -

But some may even ‘think that our white

brethren and friends are making such mighty '

efforts, for the ameliordtion of our cordition
that we may stand-as nbutral spectators of ,he
work, 'Ihat we have thany good friends veu
very yood, amang that body, perhas none bt
afew of those sho have ever read at all wij)
deny; and that many of them have gone, wng
will go, all lengths for lour good, s rvidpt
from the very works of the great, the good, nm}
the godlike Granvifle Sharpe, VS ilberforce
Lundy, and tie tealy patrotie aud l:nm'ulcmi
Mr. Ashmun, late Celoatal Sgent of Liberi
who, with a zeal which was only equalled b;
the goofss of his heart, has lost Lis fife 1
our cagigy and a host of others too numeroys
U mefiip: a number of privaie gentleniey
too, wigigghough they say beg hitle, are never-

lhclc.'assily engaged for good.  Now, all of
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those great, and indeed, good biends when
God has given us. | do humbly, and very
gratefully acknowledge,  Bat, tha we shoufy
co-operate with them, as far ns we aie sble by
uniting and  cultivating a spirit of iriendship
and of love among us, 15 ohvious, from th  ve-
ry exhitation of our miserics, under which we
groan. ¥

T'wo millions and a half of colored peoplein
these United States, more than fve hunored
thousand of wlhom are about two thirds of the
way free.  Now, Lask, i ne mere han these
ast were united iwhich they must be, or al-
jways live as encmies) and resalved 1o ad ap)
lassist each othier to the utm.ost of ihew power,
iwhat mighty deeds #ould be done by them for
‘the good ¢f our canse

But, Mr, Presudent, dnvtead of o general
icompliance with these requisitions, which bave
fanatuial tendency to raice n8 in the estimation
lof the world, we see. to oursorrow, inthe very
Imidst of us. a gang of villains, who, fi1 the pal-
Hry sum of fifty or o hundred dollars, will kid-
‘nap andsell mto perpetual slavery. their fel-
JAow eveatures ! and, too, if one of thew fellow
{sufievers, whose miseries are a little mo ¢ en-
'hanced by the scourges of a tyvant. should ab-
'scond from his pretended owner, to take a litile
recreation, and unfortunately fall w thew way,
he is goie! for they will sell hun for & glassoff
[whiskerv ! Brethren and (ellow sufferers, | ask
you, in the name of God, and of Jesus Chuist,
tohall we suffer such notortous villaing to rest
i peaceably among us? will they not take our
iwives and little ones, more pa-ticularly our
1Lt cnes, when a convenient o] portuaity will
Ladmiz. and sell them for money ta slave hold-
evs, who will doots them to choins, handeuffs,
and even nilo death? May God open our

eves on the-¢ children of the devil and enemics
of all gocd!

But, i, this w2 ickedness is searcely more in-
‘fernal than that vich was attempted a firw
| months since, “against the government of our
{brethren, the Hagtices, by a consuinmate
rrogue, -ho oughtte hiave, lung since. heen hal-
‘tered, but who, 1 was reeentdy wlormed, is ne-
ivertheless, received into cempany among some
‘ol our most respectable wen, with a kind of
iiotherly aflection which vught to be shown
‘only to a gentleman of honor.¥
. Now, Mr. Presicent, all such mean, and
imore than disgracefcl nections us these, are
(powerful nuxiliaries, 'which wor -for ‘our de
struction, and which are abhorred in’ the sight
'of God and of good men. .

But, sir, I canuet but bless God for the gluri-
lous anticipation of a jiiot very distant period,
{when these things which now help to degrade
'ug will no more be Frzic(iscd among the sons of
{ Africa,—~for, though !Jns.' and perhaps another,
|generation may not eéxpericnce the promised
 blessings o{ileaven, Jet, the dejected, degra-
ded, and now enslaved childeen of Africa will
have, jn spite.of all their enemees, to take their
smnﬁ among the nations of the carthi. ~ Ay,
sir, | verily believe that God has somefling in
veserve for us, which, when he 8lghll have potre’
ed it out upon s, will iepay.us for all.our suf:
. fering and miserdes. Gs 5 3

* For the honor of bur city, we are proud in
stating that the individual referred to, is toler-
ated in but one or fwo|families, who, according
to Major Noah, are stpled “good society.” Ep.
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