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THE UNION LEAGUE.

Among the great charities which have marked the
liberality of this people during the fearful period of
warfare just passed, a high place must be accorded to
the Union League Association, of Philadelphia.
Although partially of political origin, yet its chief
work has been to support and sustain the strong arm
of the government during the struggle of the nation
with slavery, and this bond of sympathy has drawn o
its membership men of all parties, patriots whose love
of country and sense of her needs outweighed all
conaiderations of former prejudice, men of noble
hearts and generous souls, who have freely given
their influence and, treasure to bring the contest to
successful issue. We have hardly time here to men-
tion the work which this organization has achieved
‘during the past four years, forming regiments for the
field, and otherwise contributing substantial aid
and influence in carrying forward the war. Their
good deeds will outlive their memories, and when
they rest from their labors, their works shall follow
them.

“Come,” said a friend, grasping our hand as we
stepped from church on Fast day, where we had
listened to a noble tribute to the memory of our
martyr President, “ Come and see another of the great
records which this war has left on our land—the
new club rooms of the Union League.”

It seemed a fitting day for such a visit, a day sacred
to the memory of the great dead, whose desponding
heart had been so often comforted, and his weary arm
sustained in cheerless days of gloom and doubt by
the cordial sympathy and ready action of this patriotic
association. We did not wait a second bidding. A
few minutes’ walk brought us to the handsome
edifice, now just completed, which is an ornament to
the city, and very justly a source of pride to those in-
dividuals for whose gratification it has been erected.
Itis a large double house of four stories in height,
and is situated upon Broad street near Walnut. The
outside is richly or d with brown-st trim-
mings, a hand porch pr ing the front
entrance, approached on either hand from the street
by a flight of massive stone steps, with heavy balus-
trades. The work is rich and costly, though perfectly
free from ostentatious display. Inside the same good
taste is displayed in all the appointments of the
building, The furniture is of heavy black walnut,
carved in most elegant desiguns, soft velvet carpets
cover the floors, rare bronzes and statuettes grace
every niche and corner, fine paintings and engravings
adorn the walls, from marble and canvas the familiar
features of our statesmen and heroes great us on
every hand, and the picture of luxurious t_:omfbr‘ is
repeated at every turn in the large mirrors, stretching
from floor to ceiling.
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Reading and lounging roomn are fitted up, with the
uame degroa of tuste. Thore I8 uo ganditieas, no
tinsel, no showy gilding, R e wsolid, aubstantia,
sumptuoua and comploto,  But the hangneting hall,
par oxeollence, in the grand “triumph d'urt” of thoe in.
stitution,

Here, as becomen tho placo, the embellishments aro,
of mara striking and brilliant charmetor,  Tho earpot
s of light Llne ground, besprinkled with starn. A°
rich border surrounds the room, the design helng,
ommpleted by a largo oagle tn ouch corner; the side-,
boards of black waluut are elaburately carvod, hand.
sume ohandolives overhang the fustive board, the!
table-Qurniture is of thoe finost porcelaln Rlnanwnres|
and stlvor, all marked with the intiats U, 1,., tuh-m
woven inn gracetul pattern. ‘Pho arrangements avo;
porfoct boyond eriticinm. Wa found a polite descend.
ant of Hum (as waa highly appropriate) the mluludmn
of this chambier of revelry, who with much o\'ulmm
gratifieation, dixplayed tho varioua treasures comnt;
tedd to hia protocting oure. Tho Lilliard rooms, the
reataurant, and the cultnary departient, each perfeot
of ats kind, did nut cotme within our tour of inspection
on this, our firat visit to tho Headquarters of the.
*Loague” Thore who have enjoyed the benetit of¢
theso departiients tostify most cordinlly 1o (lm\r:
fitngan fur tho purposen fur which they are designed. |

There aro many oavillors at this, an at overy other
ontorprise, who atigmatiao the expendituro as wastoful <
and oxtravagant, its purposo as uscloss and soltiah, '
arylug out in sthe swmo spirit which animntod nm.-n;
aordid minds of old—*"Why was not thix money given,
to the poor?” ‘Fhe froo-hearted ohinrity and formore
liborality of this organizntion in a sufficient roply to®
all donbta of its Mature genorous action. 1 ml-ruumx‘
within its numbers vory many of the wonlthiest of nnr,
citizeny, it will have means sutficient for thia gratiti-«
cution of personat comfort and wsthotic tasto, us woll €
nx for groat projeats of benovolenee, whilonan mn)m,(
paint for the patriotic and Uniondoving citizens, wnd ¢
an n place of entertainment for thore whom as u(‘
nation *wo dolight (o honor the fact of its uscfalnoess ¢
will suon b placed boyond a doubt. B.
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