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This Division has been in training at Camp Huachuca for about
10 months., The following is a summary of the lmpressions of sn officer
who has served there since it was activated.

A large number of the company officers who were assigned there
were R.0.T.C. graduates of Southern colleges. They wers apparently cho=-
sen alphabetically, without reference to their qualifications for leasder-
ship of colored troops, Practically all of these men came to camp with
the usual Southern feeling in reference to neg¥oes aui resentful of the
fact that an effort was being mnade to train negross as combat troops.
¥any of them feel that the Arwy is unwittingly lending itself to an ef-
fort to iwprove the status of the negro race and that this is part of a
scheme being engineered by Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt. The, openly express
their disapprovai of any such poliey.

These Southern officers, and indeed practically ail the officers
at the camp, are eager to get relieved from duty and methods to accom~
plish this is the main subject of conversation ameng them.

The feeling among the company officers is that there is bad
leadership on top. The Regimental Commanders of the three regiments—
368th, 369th and the 25th--have not inspired the confidence of the Jun:ior
officers. These commanding officers are xnown among the men by the nick-
namas of "Lagy®, "Hazy" and "Cragy™. There are only a handful of white
of ficers who are graduates of 0.C.S. and aside froam the very few regular
officers the baiance are R.0.T.C. men with little experience.

Recently, a new Assistant Division Commander (Brig. Gen. Lauer)
arrived about February lst after service at Casablanca. He is the first
Senior Officer at the post who has inspired the confidence of Junior
Officers. He is the first Senior Officer to come around and visit 1.
Companies - and actually gets with troops.

Among the colored officers there are a few who are doing fine
work. They are mostly graduates of negro colleges. The balance of them,
however, exhibit a total lack of responsibility; are disinterested in
their work, are inefficient, laz, and unable to learn some of the most
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elementary things. Host of them do not want to fight and are utterly un-~
able to understand the attitude of those white officers who are esager to
get into combat duty.

The spirit of the officer persounel is reflected awong the en-
listed men. Practically none of them want to fight and most of them would
rather be in the guard house or in a labor battalion than on active duty.
The caliber of N.C.0 is ver, low and there are not more than two or three
in a company who should have this grade. The men as a whole have no
pride in the ouufit and no real desire to serve. After 10 months of ser-
vice, as many as a hundred men droo out of a regiment on & 15-mile hike.

The intelligence of tne men is indicated by the following fig-
ures, showing classification of wen in the 369th Infantrys

Class 1 i
Class 2 30
Class 3 1085
Class i iy50
Class & The baiance - about 180u.

About 550 men in this regiment were discharged for physical reasons snort-
1y after induction.

The weapons and equipment are good. M-l rifles were issued from
the start and an ample quantity of anti-tank 37 mm.'s. A full cowmplement
of artillery weapons was available from the start. The am.untion has been
good and there has been little difficulty experienced either frou shorts
or prematures, Other equipment is good alsc. The food is excellent, plenty
of it and generally throughout the camp well c. ~'ced.

In spite of the fact that there are the sual recreation facili-
ties at the camp there is no place to go off post. There is a sirong
desire, both on the parts of officers and enlisted men, to have recreation
facilities off the post. The "Prelude to War® picture made a fine lia-
pression when it was exhibitgdbut there are no more of these pictures
that have been shown. A special Service Unit has recently been estab-
lished but has not yet had time to do anything much. Its work is eagerly
looked forward to at the camp. A detachment of WAACS is now at the Post
and this has had a wholesome effect. They have a field house and dances
have been held. The erection of a roller skating rink off the post is
in progress. There are good bands in each regiment.

The discipline throughout is extremely loose. There are a
large number of AWOL cases, most of which have been tried before special
courts. Until recently, there were practically no summary courts held
and even now, many more cases are tried by special court than by sumuary
court,
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Awong vhe white officers the outstanding question is as to whe-
ther tne division will ever be able to perform combat service. The feel-
ing is that it wili not and that nobod, on the staff wo.ld dreau of send=-
ing it to combat duty. The result of this feeling is that the officers
and men who do not want to fight are just marking lime in a spiritless
way and those who do want to fight feel that they are .in a blind alley.

Edward S, Greenbaum
Colonei, Ord. Dept.
EsG/mt
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'} ORANDUYY For [iles

Subject: Y3rd Division

This Division has been in training at Camp Huachuca for about
10 months. The following is a summary of tie lupress.ons of an officer
who has served there since it was activated.

A large number of the cowpany officers who were dssigned there
wers R.0.T.C. graduates or Southern colleges. They were apparently cho-
sen alphabetically, withoul referesnce to their gualirications for leader-
ship of colored iroops, Practicaily all of these men cawe 10 camwp with
the usual Soutnern teeling in reference Lo negroes and resantful of che
ract that an effort was being nade to train negroes as combat troops.
Liany of them feel that the Arwy is unwittingly lending itselt to an ef-
fort to improve tne status ol the negro race and that this is part of a
schewe being engineered b, lrs. kleanor Roosevelit. The, opeuly express
their disapprovai of any such policy.

These Spouthern officers, and indeed practically ail the officers
at tue caup, are eager to get relieved from duty and wethods to accou-
plish this is the wain subject of conversation awong thei.

e feeling among tne company officers is that there is bad
leadership on top. The Regimental Commanders of the three regiments—-—
360th, 369th and the 25th--have not inspired the confidence of the Jun.or
officers. These commanding officers are known awong the men by the nick-
names oi’ "Lazy", "Yazy" and "Cragy". There are only a handful of white
officers who are graduates of 0.C.S. and aside from tne very few ragular
officers the baiance are R.0.T.C. wen with little experience.

Recently, a new Assistant Division Commander (Bpig. Gen. Lauer)
arrived about Februar, lst after service at Casablanca. He 1s the first
Senior Officer at the post who has inspired the confidence of Junior
Ufficers. He 1s tae tirst Senior Officer to come around Aand visit
Cowpanies  and actually gets with troops.

Among the colored of'ficers there are a few who are doing fine
work. Tney are mostly graduaves of negro colleges. Tne balance of them,
nowever, exiiibit a total lack ol responsipi.ity; are disinterested in
their work, are inefficjent, laz and unable to learn some of the most
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elementary things. lost of them do not want to fight and are utterly un-
able to undersvand the attitude of those white officers who are eager to
get into cowbat duty.

The spirit of thes officer personnel is reflected among the en-
listed men. Practically none of them want to fight and wmost of them would
rather be in the guard nouse or in a labor battalion than on active duty.
The caliber of N.C.0 is ver, low and there are not wore than two or three
in a coapany who should have tnis grade. The men as a whole have no
pride ian the outfit and no real desire to serve. After 10 wmonths of ser-
vice, as many as a hundred men drop out of a regiment on a 15-mile hike.

The intelliigence of tne men is indicated by the following fig-
ures, showing classification of wen in the 3oYth Infantry:

Class 1 I
Class 2 30
giass 3 105
Class 4 1450
Class 5 The baiance -~ about 1800.

About 550 wen in this regiment were discharged for physical reasons snort-
ly after induction.

The weapons and equipment are good. MN-1 riiles were issued frou
the start and an ample quantity of anti-tank 37 mm.'s. A full complement
of artillery weapcns was available from the start. The amruntion has been
good and there has been little difficulty experienced either from shorts
or prematures, Other equipment is good also. The food is excellent, plenty
of it and generally throughout the camp weli cooked.

In spite of the fact that there are the usual recreation facili-
ties at the camp there is no place to go off post. There is a strong
desire, both on the parts of officers and enlisted men, to have recreation
facilities off the post. The "Prelude to War"® picture made a fine im-
oression when it was exhibited but there are no more of these pictures
that have been shown. A special Service Unit has recently been estab-
lished but has not yet had time to do anything much. Its work is eagerly
looked forward to at the camp. A detachment of WAACS is now at the Post
and this has had a wholesome effect. They have a field house and dances
have been held. The erection of a roller skating rink off the post is
in progress. There are good bands in each regiment.

The discipline throughout is extremely loose., There are a
large number of AWOL cases, most of which have been tried before special
courts. Until recently, there were practically no summary courts neld
and even now, many more cases are tried by special court than by summary

court.
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buwong one wnite of ficers the outstanding yuestion is as to whe-
ther the division will ever be able to perform conbat service. The feel-
ing is that it will not and that nobod, on the stafl would drean of send-
ing it to cowbat duty. The result of this feeling is that the officers
and men who do not want to fight are just marking time in a spiritless
way snd those wno deo want to fight feel that they are in a blind alley.

ward S. OGreenbaum
Colonel, Ord. Degpt.
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Honorsble Homer M. Adkins, i
Governor of Arkenpes, ! i
Little Rock, Arkansas. b

My dear Governor Adkins:

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of
&pril 29th, referemce the use of colored troops for
the defense of Army iir Bases.

It i# not planned to utilime colored troops for
the interior guard or military police of the sir fields
or for military police purposes in the mesrby com-
munities. The Air Forces sre now providing Military
Police Companies (White) for this purpose. It is
believed that tiuds misunderstanding was occesioned by
the use of the term “Air Bage PDefenge Unit.* Air Base
Defenge unita are for the defense of the Air Base against
air atiscks, parachute troops, sirborne infantry or mob
viclence., Their functions more nearly correspond to an
anti-aireralft unit than to a military police mnit. It
is not planned that they will do juard duty at the Army
Air Flelds. Omnly Military Police Units are now scheduled
for that purpoae.

Sincerely yours,

'Signed) ROBERT P. PATTERSON

Robert P, Patterson,
Under Secretary of War.
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STATE OF ARKANSAS
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

LITTLE ROCK

HoOMER M. ADKINS April 29, 1942

GOVERNOR

Lt. General Brehon Somervell
War Department

Washington, D. C.

My dear Gensral Somervell:

Inclosed please find letter which is self-ex-
planatory.

Please take any action you deem consistent,

b i T B 5 e

With kindest personal regards end very best
wishes, I am §
(R {

Sincerel our friend,
MAY 1- 1942 7;&% % |
[

Governor ;

———e.

WAR DEPARTMENT
COMMAND NG RENZRAL
SERVICES OF ~UppL Y

Pt st e i

Incl, :

HMA :we '
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PERS(NAL & CONFIDENTIAL

April 29, 1942

Hone Robert P. Pattersen
Under Secretary of War
Weshington, D. C,

My dear Judge Patterson:

It has come to my attentien that a plen yﬁﬂin the meking
te use celored troeps to guard air fields, airpert@ gnd civilian
aviatien training schools, i

This matter was discovered at thp”sauthevL Governors?
Conference at Hot Springs where seven out of the tén. éouthern
gevernors were in attendance and it was_the unenimous qpanien
that this would be a grave mistake. i@bcplored troeps are put te
guard these properties and young stuébnts at these training schools
come in contact with them snd are required.to take orders from the
guards, and white people gener&lly are r qgired te present their
passes or credentials to them, it s 1név£%able that serious trou-
ble will result, L

“ c"
M,Wiv -

We have prey{eusly had ~Some e@lpred troeps at Camp Rob~
inson and had one ver& unf ortune’ ¢, incident where serious trouble
was narrowly avertedgand as the §§gu1t these treops were moved teo
another location, I«Qnderstand that it is contemplated teo have
5,000 ceolored treopsxgt Camp Robinson in the near future. With ou¥ !
large negro pepulatiomin _greate "Little Rock and the fact that there
is censid f@bié“kéitatiéhwamanégz the negroes by subversive groups
end sevefal fiery negro newspapers further agitating the cause for
equal rights, etc, th s in itself will create a tense situation, ’
much let to use colered treeps on guard duty foer ocur airports and
flyin lds, 4 i

e Rtin.” ")

Wb:iin/&g/the best we can to contrel the situatien inse~ {
far as the negre troops are concerned if and when they are located ?
at Cemp Rebinsen by conferring with the better leadership of the
negroes, namely, preachers, educaters and professional men and try
to allay any treuble which might result by reason of their presences

I went to impress upon you with ell of the emphesis at my
cemmand that it is dangerous end inadviabble to place negro troeops
to guard these facilities throughout the southe I want to make a fur-
ther observstion that if negro troeps are to be sent to Camp Robinsen,
please send the southern negroes and not the northern negroes. These
sheuld be staffed by white southern officers,
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Page 72

I am not relying upon my own judgment entirely in this
matter as I have celled together a group of outstanding men of all
welks of life from various sections of the state and it is the
unanimous opinion of these present that colored troops should not
be used as guards at the above named placesa bt

Thanking you to give this your most earnest consideratien,
and with high persenal regerds, I am T

Respectfully yours,

FOMER M. ADKINS
HMA :dh
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ise of cefresenl . tives
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CeREipt if ncRpowigdysd of
e relvgy, o sy Znbé, referaftice the use of
colorsd troocs for the Gefenze of Ara, 2r Boros

it 48 not plenned %o wtllilze
coloret Linope fov the interdor pusrd of mill-
tary pallice of the alr flelés or for mlllitary
woilce purveses in the pendby cousunltles, fThe
Al Forgesr oIv nov providlay uiiitery Polloe
vompanles (“hite]) for thle purnoge., It 4¢ bee
Liegved thot hle nlesunderaipading tan ootazrlonen
Ly the use of the tery *Alr Boee lefense Unit.®
Alr Bose nefanye wiilin gre for the Cefenpe of tas
Alr Bpge sgelost oir otteoks, prrochute Lroons,
slriorne Infaatry or »ob violence. Thelr functiliots
@mOre nearly correspond o an antlealrorafs wnit
than to e military police unit., It %e nbt planned
that they w111 de uaré €uty at the &rmy Alr Flelds,
Galy #¥1lltary follce Unite are nov sohefuleld for
that purpopke.

adneerely yours,

{Eigned) ROBERT P, PATTTR.

Hobert F. Patterson,
Under Seorefury of YWer,

ekt o




donorable . V. Gathlogs
Youneg of lenresent. tives
weehing ben, o, O,

Laor W, Gethingst

cecelipt le ackhnosiedyged of
your Lebier of Hay ond, reference the use of
colored troneg for the Gofanse of dray #ir B ees,

. It is npt planned to ubillze
goldred trpope for the Llnterlor puarc of milie.
tary pollecs of the alr flelds or for military
pollee curneges in the nearvy coamunlitles, The
v Forees arw nov providing Klilvery Poiloe
Companies {(¥hite) for this purpose, It L& Des
tieved that thie mlsunderstandlay was ocossloned
by the use of the texs "Alr Base Lelenss Unlt,®
akr Base Lefenze uniis are fovr the Jefense ol the
ALy Dase sgelnat eir sitachs, psrschuts troops,
sirborne lnfentry or med viclemcae, Thelr funoctione
mOoT'e neeriy correspond 1o en antleslroraft. unit
than to & nilltiry polliee uplt, I3 ie not planned
shat’ they wlll do guaré Zuty at the Army Alr Flelde.
oYy ¥ilitary Folice Uplts are now scheCuled for -
that purpose,

¥

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) ROBERT P. PATTERSON

¢

Hobeort P, Paltierson,
inder Yeoretery of ¥ar,

19;%”“*” "
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\ Hon. Robert P. Patterson MANL AND RECORDS
Under Secretary of War WaR DEPARTMENT
DFFICE
UNDER 5EC F?(?EF“;'A RY

W-aShington, D. Co

Dear Judge Patterson:
In the past several days it has been brought to

my attention that the War Department is considering the
use of colored troops as guards for vital areas in Arkansas

and other Southern states.
Permit me to join with the officials of the State
of Arkansas in their protest of this contemplated action,

Past experience with the use of colored troops for t his
purpose in Arkansas, particularly, has shown that it is not

the best plan.
This is especially true where northern negroes are

sent into the southern states. The officials of the State
of Arkansas are ready and willing to cooperate with the War
Department in every way, but feel that unless it is absolutely
necessary the colored troops should not be utilized as guardse.

I will thank you to give this matter your deep
With assurance of highest esteem, I am

consideration.
Respectfully yours,

. Gathings
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Honopable Wilbur L, Kiile
House of Renressnistlvee
aahington, o, U,

Temp We, Willal

Ragdipnt 1n acknouledped of
your leiter of Appll %Oth, reference the uae
af anslored trdans for the defense of Aray Alr
Basew,

‘It is not planaeld to utlllse
colored %rmapg for the ingterier guard or mili-
tary péilee of the alr flelds or fer allitary
paliaw purpodes in the nesrby communitles. %Ihe
ALy Poress arc now *rmvi&zng Kllilsary Folloe
Commanler (Whita) for thie purvoss. It ie be-
lieved {hat this sleunderstandin: was naaaalnnaé
by the ugn ol the ters "Alr Base Lefenee Unit.®
Air Bare Defense units gre for the defenase of
the Alr Bese apalne. air attacks, perachuts troops,
sirvovag 1RTantry or mob viclense. Their fune-
tione wore nesrly Gorrespond to an anti-zireraft
unis than to a milit&r& poliece unit. It 1s not
plannec that they will do guarc duty at the Army
Wi Flelde, Only ¥illtary ¥oliee Ynits ere now
mekednled Por that purpese,

Bincergly yours,
(Signed) ROBERT P. PATTERSON

Fobtert i, Fetiterson,
tinder fheoretary of war,

%[ S [

PEN

CrTiA i
l%tl%é‘i‘ ij&“k'

cz
=
o
B S
- TR

TNATIAIY A O AT TETTTrTT™e



#

Way # Mo

mmMQMﬁ%ﬁﬂmrt.‘V*g
LnuSe a? r@msnt tivesr

; .
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mer T p, Hills:

Jecelpt 1s scinovledyred of
your letter of April 70th, reference the use
of colored ir. ra tor tha cetfense of Aray alr
S RhE,

It is not plsaned to ytlllirze

colorec Troons ;nr the 1ﬁ~er1ar guzrl ar wili-

tary police @* e Lir rielcs or Tor militsry
ﬁo&ice TUrhosns 1n the ﬁﬁ&?by vomaunitle%. The

Ay Formes sre now rroviding Ril ¢r; rolles
Ca*pé:i@? ( hite) for thiz purtoz It 1g he-
ligved that thig mlsu nuerqtaaéin: s occawioﬂﬁc
Ly tha dee ol the tern "a1r Page Lefensze Unit.!
air Page Lefenze U%ia& are for the ¢efense of

the air beoer agalinst o ir atilacks, parachuts trooce,

sirtarne 1nfﬁnt?y or wgb via$sﬁea, Thalilr func-
tione more nearly correspond to an suti-aireraft
unit than ¢ & mi*itary rolice unit. Tt ig not
aloangd thet tThey mi‘l B e Cuty &t the Army
wlf Prelcsa, - Unly “ilitary ol iae mite are now
schedule® for thet nursose.

Sincerdly, yours,

e

ON
(Signad) EQBERT P. PATTERS

. , Hobert 7, ;atteraon
o, 7 lnder «ecr&tary of
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i Congress of the Enited States
Bouse of Representatives i
# :
Washington, B. €. ,_ ;
April 30, 1942 LA
N
1 PN MAIL AND RE:CORD":S
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Honorable Robert P. Patterson, ! 'i.u
Under Secretary of War, ] 1,

Washington, D. C.

-
4. bourgs :*m K
<

Dear Judge Patterson: WAP PSS TIETT
S B A

The Governor of my State, The Honorable

Homer M. Adkins, has called to my attention that it

is possibly the plan of the War Department to use

negro troops to guard war facilities in the Southern

States. For your information I desire to point out

why such action should not be taken by the War

Department.

First, it is dangerous to civilian moral
to place negro troops in a position of the authority
that a guard must have in dealing with the white
population that will be employed at such facilities.
Second, it Is likewise dangerous, from a physical
standpoint, to place negro troops in a position
where unavoidable arguments may occur.

It is, in my opinion, unjustifiable to
attempt, by policy of Government, to radically change
conditions that have prevailed for many years and
to force individuals to submit, by Govermment edict,
to social arrangements that, in the minds of these
individuals, are objectional.

This view is not only shared by the
members of the white race in my State and throughout
the South but I am certain must be shared by the
better leadership among the negroes, namely; the
preachers, teachers and professional men.




,MILLS
ARKANSAS

Congress of the United States
FBouse of Representatives
Washington, B. €.

-2 -

It is trusted, in view of the unanimous
disapproval of such a plan, that it will not be
placed in operation in the Southern States.

Thanking you in advance for your consider-
ation of these recommendations, and with genuine
esteem, I am

Wilbur D, Mills

WD 2 LLs

COMMITTEE ON
BANKING AND CURRENCY




CONEIBETIAL

Honoreble Payl B, Johnann
Covernoy of Flaslepginond
Jrehvzon, Yieeippii

Teay (Qovernoe Johnaom:

—~ | 1y
P o
/N
A

seeelpt 1o reknoviedged
of your letier of arri® Idth, reference the uce
of colored triopes for the fefenre of Army Alr

Bee e,

Tt ie ot plammed to uti-

1lre colersed troeps for the intsrlor

gusYt or

piiltary rolice of the gir fislde ar for mill.
tary police purpnses Ain the dearby communitise,
The Aly Farces cre nov providing ¥ilitary Follee

Compenier (¥hite) for thle purpose,

It L bes

Lirved thet this mlirunderstondine vae cccasioned
by the nee of the term "Alr Mpee Defense tntt,*
ALy Bome Tefense unite ave for the defenee of the
Mr Bree ppainst alr atiecks, parschute troops,

sirberne infantry or meob violence,

Their funce

tions mere nearly carsespend to an anti-slireraft

wnit than to 2 military rollee unig.

planned that they «ill do guerd éduly

It is net
2t the Army

AMr Flelds, Only Militsry Folioe Units are now

scheduled for that purposse,

Binearely yours,

(Signed) ROBERT P, PATTERSON

 Nobert F,

Fatterson,

thder Tweretsry of Y%ar,

L4
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Hororsble Paul B, Jurnson
Sovernor of cisslagiyod
Jacagon, lselpoll

Tepy GAVErngr Jorasnn:t

~eceirt ie roknorledped
of your letter of &orill F0th, reference the use
ai cole=ed trocn: for the Gefense of army Alr

Hrpreg,

‘ It 1a not planned te utl-
1ize coloref troevng far the intarior pupre oOr
miiitary collee of the alr fleide or Towy nmill.
tery poliee purnroesd in the nearby ecommunlitles,
The Aly Forces rre nev nreviding Hilltary Yelles
Usteramiae (White) for this pursose, It Le De-
1ieved that thiz nlsuhderstondine was occasloned
by the use of the term *ilr PBogs Defense nit,’
Mir Bepe Defense unites are Yor the defense of the
AYr Boan ppainst silr attackhs, parschute troonrs,
airberne infantry or mob violence. Thelr funce
tTinne pere nearly sorresngad to an anti-elroreft
unit thezn to 2 wilitary =ollce unit, I% ls not
rlrrned that they w111 &8 puesrd éuty at the Aruy
Alr Plelds, Unly HMilitsry Follce Unite are now
sohefulcd Tor that purpsse,

3lneerely yours,

(Signed) ROBERT P. PATTERSON

Bobert F. Patserson,
Under =eeretary of war,
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STATE OF MISSISSIPPRI
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

JACKSON

PAUL B JOHNSON
GOVERNOR

April 30, 1942

Honorable Robert P, Patterson
Under Secretary of War
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Patterson:

I have recently been informed that it is the intention of
the War Department to use negro troops to guard air fields,
airports and civilian aviation training schools in the
southern states.

I hope the report is erroneous. I know that such an act would
be a very serious mistake on the part of the War Department.
Half of the people in my state are negroes. We are getting
along exceedingly.well. Since I have been Governor there has
not been one lynching in the State of Mississippi. The relation
between the negroes and the whites is exceedingly good. My
administration has done more to promote the welfare of the
negroes than has been done in this state in many years. The

negroes seem to be appreciative and very cooperative with the
administration.

We are cooperating with the Federal Government in every possible
way in doing everything we can to promote the welfare of our
country. We are willing to spend the last penny and give the
last life in defense of our country if necessary to save our
form of government. I cannot understand why the War Department
would make such a mistake as to place negroes in the positions

I have just mentioned. It will certainly stir up trouble when
there is absolutely no use in doing it.

I am sure that if you knew and understood the situation which
exists you would see to it that the order, if there be one to
place negroes in the positions I have just related, be revoked.
Since we are getting along so well in Mississippi I certainly
hope that nothing will be done to disturb the good feeling
that exists between the negroes and the whites.

With great respect, Sir, I am

Yours truly,

WM&"‘\

g;rnor:
PBJ:ejd
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March 17, 1942
(Date)

Subject: Undercover Investigation of 76th
Anti-Aircraft Regiment

Summary of Information: x

Complaints having reached this orfice that a decided decline
in morale among the troops of the 76tQ(Reviment, stationed at the
Philadelphia Municipal Stadium, Philadelphia, Tennsylvania, was
evident, this agent was instructed to make an investigation in order
to determine the strength of these reports, and, if so, to ascertain
the cause motivating the display of a change of morale among said
troops.

Accordirg to the basic communication, the following observa-
tions had been made by officers:

A flagrant disregard for orders, “
An attitude of disrespect,

General carelessness and un-soldierly conduct.

Untidiness of quarters and personnel,

Attempts to get letters to B.0O. Davis (General)

Writing of a note to an officer in which the author minced

no words in getting said officer "“told". N

[0 230, 3 IR LR & I

The 76th is the first Negro anti-aircraft unit and most of the
men were formerly stationed at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. It has
been.supplemented by recruits from Fort Fustis, Virginia., According -
to information received, most of these men now stationed in Phila-
delphia were under the same command at Fort Bragg, at which place they
were respectful and gave no evidence of dissatisfaction. In the !
light of this fact, it was thought that outside agencie=s in *his
city might be attempting to promote dis-unity and dissatisfaction ¢
among the troops. It is further evidenced that the majority of the
men who make u-~ this unit were recruited from the deep south, and
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accordine to classificetion reports, lack the I. Q. recuired ror men
who makine up such =z regiment, This being true, if outside forces were
at work attemnting to destrov the morale of the 76th Repiment, they
might find easy victims arong these men who were not in the habit ef,
or posgessed of the bility te thin™ inderendently and reach desirable
conciusions for themselves,

A survey of the cantonment revealed a ~eneral untidiness abou*
the whole place. It must be considered that the men were trained
in camps where the “acilities were entirely di“ferent; that this is
the first time the Repiment has been broken uv inlc small units; that
the men are on shifts covering a twenty-four day; that theyv are
at present housed in tents; that the entire setup is a new experience
for the majority of the men., While this offers no excuse for the
lacadaisical attitude which is allegedlyv being exhibitcd by the men,
the que:stion of adaptability must be considered.

The Basic Communication revealed most of the cbservations of
mcrale delinquency to be in Battery "D" of the Regiment. The Cfficer
command®ns this Battery was the recirvient of the note found ninned
on his tent and attached hereto as exhibit "A", When the Officer
was interviewed by thic Agent he avowed he had no idea who wrote
the note or why anyone shculd send surh note to him. However, he
regarded the note a: conclusive evidence of poor morale among the
men, and added *»* they did not respond as resdily as they shculd
to orders.

This Agent cained the confidence of the men in the Regiment
and learned thst all of them are quite happy over heing given sucli
an imnortsnt assignment in the city of Philadelphia. They expressed
satisfaction over being stationed here and hope they will be for-
tunote enourt 1o remain here. When questioned casua’ly concerning
the Officer iu Battery "D", they shrugged their shoulders and referred
to him as a "hand man®,

The men in Battery "D¥, when interrogated relative to their
Commanding Officer, did not hesitate to express their r~islike for him,
They referred to him as a "Southern cracker" who doesn't lile us.

He thin's this place is too good for llegroes and has even tried to

get us meved out of here". One soldier stated *»* the O0fficer
referred to atove told them at Fort Bragg, "You'all are not in New
Yor)¥, or Fhiladelphia Now. ‘ou're in the Army and you're-at Fort
Brags., You Ynow whet I mesn." This Agent was unable to get proof

of anv of the above actions attribute« to the Officer, so he doeg not
recommend these revworts as authentic  However, the soldiers volunteerea
this informa*ion. This Apent lesrned. that most of the other Officers
in the Regiment &' e Southern men, but, according to the soldiers, "they
trect us all right.," Learning that the same Officer had commanded

them at Fort Bragg, this Agent attempted to find a reason for the
sudden chanre in the attitude of the men toward him since their arri-

vsl in Philadelphia. The soldiers contacted were of the opinion
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that aforementicned was even more resentful of the reception accorded
them b the peonle of FPhiladelphia.

Investigating the rumor that outside agencie< mirht ve in-
fluencing the morale of the troops, nothing tangible cc .1d be found
to subslantiate this assertion. However, ihe following information
uncovered is recorded for its significance,

For the past four or five months the Negro leaders of hila-
delphia have been divided over an issue concerning a . S. C, center
for Negro soldiers. A committee composed of &, SADIL ALEXANDELR,

a DR. TURMLE, a MR. FAUSET, principal of a school in Philadelvhia,
ATTORNEY S14ULDING, and a DR, MILLIR, supposedly representing the
egro citizenry of Philadelphia, has been agitating for a "mixed"
U.2.0, Center for the use of "all" soldiers, rather than accept

the "segregated" center proposed by the cityv. Being unatle to se'l
the idea that the one center should serve ail soldiers, this grou .
refused to accept the alternative and a bitter contest ensued, re-
sulting in the Negro soldiers.being forced to go without a U.S.0.
center all this time. These people, lhroughk their churches, the
Negro Press, and other organizations, have  ntinued to agitate for
the "mized" center using "soldier neglect" as their general theme.

Sergeant Ramey, Battery "D", 76th Regiment, informed this arent
that or Sunday night, February 22, he took the Tegiment Quartette
to Shiloh Baptist Church where he was to make a tell on "The llegro
Soldier", and the quartette was to sing several selectione. According
to MAMEY he impressed the audience with the seriousness of our present
was e“fort and spoke of the Negro's part in the defense effort. Follow-
ine his talk, speeches were made v "R. C. A. LEWIS and Rev, W.H. R.
FOWELL. RAMEY stated that both speeches completely discredited everything
he hud sald and these two spealers refcrred to the inability of legroes
to obtair employment in defense industries and of their denial of
oprortunities. RAMEY averred that both men spoke disparagingly of
Negro participation in the war, There were weven other soldiers present,
RAMEY informed his Battery Commander thst be unever wanted to tale the
quartette to this church again. When this Agent asked RAMEY if any
individuals had ever approached him directly speaking hostilely of the
positicn of Negro soldiers or the status of Negroes in America he
answered negatively. No other soldiers admitted that they had ever
been talled to regarding their trestment in the Army.

1n the light of observations made at the 76th Regiment, it is
the opinion of this Azent that the morale of the troops may be considered
good. the trouble in Battery "D" and the subsequent addressing of a
note the the Battery Commanders~e~s to indicste a diclike on the part |
of the men for this particular Officer. This dislike had its origin |
at Fort Brageg and reached a head here in Philadelnhia, where the men
probably feel, for obvious reasons, thet they can express without fear,

CONFIDENTIAT.




Lt

«
il

SO NIV AY

reactions which have her'étofore been suppredsed. The above mentiocned
Clfficer imnressed this Agent thet he is very conscientious, and takes

a rreat deal of pride in the efficiency of his Battery. He seemed

to have the idea that he "undérstande ‘and nows how to deal with legrc
coldiersg", Tn tris respect he mirht e Jaboring. under a misanprebeﬁsion,
since he has the idea th=t he needs i~ ure a."ceftain‘nsycHOJOFy" on them,

Tris Acent founé ne evidence to indicste that subversive
srouns are at wor!- amons the troops, The apitation on the part of the
citizens o° Philadelphia, the 1.5.C. situat.on, etc. are ch.racteristic
6 the ceneral unrest which seems prevalent at this particular tinme
amopy the enfire legro population, , !othins indicates a liaccn Le-
tween this ag;@ation'and subversive elementec. However, it ie the
observation of this Arent that this attitude 1s more vrevalent 'n
Philadelphia then any of the other cities in which he has wori-ed.
Separste 11,50, centers have ceen accepted «31 over the countr:, but
as one irndividual esvpressed ‘o tlis Agent, "liberty had its birth
here in Ihiladelphia, and we feel it cur cuty to fight issues like.
the U.S.0. probkem. If we let it r~et by here, you lnow whet will har-
nen evervwhere else." Sp the "neglected soldiers of our Jlirerty
lovinr eitv" is used ss & theme in group, discussion, chunches, ete.
llowever, in an: interview with Chaplain Williams, 76th Regiment, this
Asent was informed that the men, are more than edequately entertained.
WILLIANMS said some group entertains the.soldier practically every
night; in the week. On numerous occas’ons he has hsr to apologize for
the sesricity of soldiers at these various entertsinmenic. Dince the
Reciment is on Twenty-four hour duty, only 15% of the men are allowed
passes at any one. time, ~The men are not compelled to atlend any event,
so ther attend the ones they wish, According to WILIIAMS, "Still the
neople ¢ Philadelphia are 'in arms' because of soldier neglect."

WILLIAMS ssid he knew the men were well provided for; -n
manv instances they. are.dealt with too :liberally in view of our “resent
erisis., He wouldnot commit himself on. the Officer in question, but
admilted that on ocecasions he bhad overheard uncomplimentary discussions
o® the Crffigcer,by some of the soldiers. However, he felt that the
entire stsCf of Officers had been "put on a spot!, commanding a colored
regiment, being: southern officers, in a northern city where gentirm =
mirht be naturally against them. He felt that they- had-done.a magnificent
job, e further stated that it is a tendency for some of the.men to
"Tale advanbage of:their color". -WILLIAMS is of the opinion that if
the people of Philadelphia stop- worrying about the '“poor, neglected,
soldiers” there will be no problenms at the 76th,

Since this jrvestisation mes besun the Commanding Officer o’
Batterv "D' has been transferred to Cap Davis, forth Carolina, lany
of theltroopw exoressed satisfaction and stated thrt things "would be
better now," : a
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PHILADELPHIA DISTRICT INTESLLIGENCE OFFICE
UNITED STATES ARMY
United States Custom House Bui.ding

Philadelphia, FPennsylvania

HCW :MON
March 9,1942
File: III ~ 8991

Subject: Undercover Investigation of 76th Anti-Aircraft Regiment.

Tos Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2
Headquartera Third Corps Area
Baltimore, Maryland.

1. Additional material on this subject has come to our attentionm,
and is transmitted herewith.

2¢ Mr. William Reese, who is a volunieer Lieutenant of the
Colwyn Police, and who is the gentleman who arranged for this Office
to provide a gpeaker at Colwyn last Tuesday night, reported at that
time that disturbances among the Anti-Aircraft Regiment were as
follows:

This particular unit is located on South Third Street
in Colwyn. Resse said that almost every night the
whole encampment was in an up-roar with liguor and
women., At one time the girls, all colored, were so
drunk that they could not get home by themselves, and
were loaded into an Army truck and taken home. This
particular incident, Mr., Reese says, is not hearsay,
but an absoclute fact. The situation got so bad that
the citizens of Colwyn got upset and took steps to
clear it up themselves, and this was done. Resse
reports, however, that only last night (March 8) he
got another report that these activities are going
on again and as badly as ever. Reese says there is
no Commissioned Officer in charge of this particular
detachment, it being left in charge of the Sergeant,
who is Just as bad as the rest of them.

3. This Office considers Lisul., Reese a rellabie Informant.

(Signed) HENRY C. WHITTLESEY
2nd Lt., M.I1.
Acting Dist. Intell. Officer
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OFFICE OF THE UNDERSECRETARY OF WAR
Lt. Col. Jdnhn C. Mechem .~ - -
Lt. Col. Jnseph F. Battley
Lt. Col. Hs G. Reynolds
Maje Te A. Lane

OFFICE OF ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR
ILte Cols R. He Tate

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF AIR CORPS
Col. Je G. Taylor
Maj. Cs R Blake

OFFICE OF THZ CUTEF OF CRDNAINCE
Lt. Col A. L. Johnson
Capt. Marshall Purvis

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF SIGNAL OFFICER
Executive Officer

FWICE OF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS
e Cole Je Ss Seybold

BTLCI CF THAE QUARTERMASTER GENERAL
li.telligence Officer

OFFICs OF THE SURGEON GEWERAL
Intelligence Officer

FFICE OF CHIEF, CHML. WARFARE SERV.
ILt. Col, John C. MacArthur

OFFICE OF CHIEF OF COAST ARTILLERY
Lt. Cols J. D» Moss

SUREAU OF PUBLIC RELATIONS
Lte Colse We M. Wright
Colc Se Joe Grogal'l
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