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PONFIDENTIAL

HEADQUARTERS ARMY A[R FORCES TALLY

NO.

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET FILE

NO.

SUBJECT:  Alleged Racial Discrimination, Amarillo Army Air Field, Amarillo, Texas

To: General Arnold DATE 30 Nov 1943
FROM: General Jones c NT NO.__ 1
: )pdh/ 74364

l. An investigation of the attached complaint from Negro soldiers in
the 364th Avn. Sq., Amarillo, Texas, indicates that there was some merit in
their complaint.

2. Testimony shows that these Negro troops were held on "crop alert"
and for an unknown reason not allowed to participate in local parades and
reviews, a discrimination which greatly humiliated them. No reason is known
for this attitude and it has since been corrected.

3. There was no U.S.0. available to colored troops in operations at
Amarillo., This matter is now being corrected.

4L+ Testimony indicates that the colored exchange closed at 2000, whereas
other exchanges remained open until 2100. This matter has been corrected.

5. There was further evidence that colored soldiers who went on sick
report and were marked duly, were immediately included in a detail for bringing
rocks into camp. Apparently this was done by the local commander for the

purpose of decreasing applicants for sick call. The local commander has now ..
been relieved. T >

s

. ~0
6. This Squadron is no longer carried on a crop alert and its personnel =~

now receive the same furlough privileges as other organizations. 9
3 5
2
it oY .
JUNIUS W, ) %\w{?
Brigadier éral, U.S.A., BENY
The Air Inspector. \
2 Incls., \'*i‘;\.
#1-Ltr dtd 10/14/43, ok :
w/notation from General Arnold. \ {}U :
#2-Ltr dtd 10/14/43 fr 364th Avn Sq. A /
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COPY - ORIGINAL ATTACHED

AARILLO FIELD
AMARTLLO, TEXAS

364th Aun. Sq.
Army Air Field
Amarillo, Texas
Oct. lith, 143

General Arnold
Cormanding General
of the U.S., Army Corps
Washington, D, GC.
Dear Sir:
We Negro soldiers aren't being treated right at all., We
know when we give our service to our Country we should be treated

as soldiers, regardless of color, and I know if you knew how we

were treated, there would be something done for us.

Yours truly for Victory, Sir.
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" COPY - ORIGINAL ATTACHED

364th Aun. Sqd.
Amarillo Army Air Field
Amarillo, Texas

U. S, Army

Oct. l4th, 1943

General Arnold
Commanding General

of the U. S. Army Air Corps
Washington, D. C,
General, Sir:

We Negro soldiers are not treated right - not at all, Sir.

We are Negro soldiers of the 364th Aun, Sir, if we go on sick
call, we have to break rocks for doing so.

Most of us are unable to do our duties; feet hurt, headaches,
backaches, kidney trouble, and lots of other complaints,

The doctors don't try to reach our trouble. He will say,
"Nothing is i1l with that Negro', and pass him up.

General, Sir, you know a person cannot soldier while hurting
too. General, Sir, there are lots more we have not mentioned, Sir.

We do want to serve our Country, Sir.

Yours for Victory, Sir.

364th Aun,
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HEADQUARTERS {

ARMY AIR FORCES TRAINING COMMAND
In reply FORT WORTH, 2, TEXAS 126
refer to:
% 24 NoV 1943
‘, %
j SU ¥: Treined Persomnel Requirements (Colored). é
i
To : Comusnding Generel, Army Air Forces, VWashington, D.C. j
: Attention: Assistant Chief of Alr th;f Training, j
4 (tiajor He O. McTague). ;
|

1. TFor your information the following directivesrfprthe Train-
ing of colored bombsrdier-navigstor air crews have been 1ssued° %

i a. The Fastern Flying Training Commsnd hss %mw
initiate flexiblé gunnery training of eighty (80) bombardier candi- :
dates on 23 December 19M%, This training will be confsebed. atoByndall ‘
. Field. I
] b. The Central Flying Training Commend begap*h#vizition
treining of ‘chlrty (SO) navigator candidates at Hondo quww ;ﬁd\
E on 25 October 19U3, e

CE6 &

YRR Fwl o
c. The training of bombardier candidates wijl be acconmllshed é
in the Central Tlyings Treining Command beginning 7 Feymasry~1SLL, ii
The station at which this training will be conducted Has not been -
designated. Your Hesdquarters will be advised immedisgte®y tigon recelpt
of this informestion. e e

[ mmuwa

EIPA

"

S d. The Western Flying Training Command has begpdirected”
il to accommlish the bombardier training of all graduate psvigetors

beginning 29 Februsry 19Ul at Roswell Army Air Tield.

o~
- W%"z/g

e. The Yestern Flying Training Commsnd ha
directed to accomplish the flexible gumnery trainini—of thé
bom’bardler-nava.gztors beginning 18 vaay 19Uil The stat“ ke -
this training will be accomplished has not been designilfed, mLour -
Headquarters will be informed immediately upon receipt of this inforra-
tion. < \

2. Flow charts covering all of the training described above are
attached hereto.

3. ZElimination rates hsve been estimeted in excess of those now
in effect to insure adequate numbers delivered to the Air Forces. This

-1 -

CT i ,;"‘,:""f
SORFININTIAL
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SORTingnIAL

tr. to C&, AAF, "Trsined Personnel Requwerxeptq (Colored)," continued. i

Headqusrters will coordinste and mske necessery chances in the numbers i
required for entrence into training as eliminstion rates become more §
stabilized with experience., ‘

For the Commanding General:

e §

4 Inclosures H. P. Bonnewitz
# Flex. Gunnery Flow Chsrt D
’,LB Bombardier (18 Veels) ¥low Chart Lt. Col. , A.G.‘
,fj} Bomberdier (9 Weeks) Flov Chart Asst. Adj. Gen.

L Wavication (18 VWeel:s) Flow Chart.

N
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| HEADQUARTERS 25 NOY B Y2 ;N?ﬂ,a;:;;%
ARMY AIR FORCES TRAINING COMMAND | s
In reply FORT WORTH, 2, TEXAS 12G
refer fo; 2. 7 / ¢ $
295 NOV 1943
SUBJECT: Trained Personnel Reguirements (Colored).
TO ¢ Companding General, Army Air Forces, Washington, D.C.

Attentinn: Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Training,

' 1. For your information the AAF Bombardier School, Midland,
Tevas, will conduct the bombardier training of colored students be-

ginning 7 Peb LY,

2, Bombardier training of graduate navigators (colored) will Qq(

be conducted at the AAF Bombardier School, Roswell, Wew Mexico, be- R

ginning 29 Feb Lk, S e AN
: ﬁ Ml Fioewils - ,‘5\&@"( L
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: H. P. BONNEWYTZ -
i Lt. Col.,, AGD_ ™
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2 Inecls n/o

7th Ind.

Hg, &4AF, Washington, 25, D. C., 24 Hovember 1¥43.

$2596

T0: Commanding General, Army Service Foroas, Militery Personnel Division,
Room 43-488, The Pentagon, sashington, 26, D, C.

This Headquarters has taken steps to correct the condition described
in basic communiecation by ineluding in the instruetions to Air Forces and
Commends, reference furnishing of oadre persconnel, information as to
exactly what type personnel wili be furnished.

For the Commanding General, Army Air Forces:

¢, T M. BELSHE
A" .. Colonel, Air Corps

5/ 313 Ui o %% " Chief, Enlisted Branch
A

Offise, Asst Chief of Alr 3safl,
Personnel
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¥,

6th Ind.
SroAr 091.411 (21 sug 13)

HBay AoBoFey Military Fersonnel Division, Room LD L34, Fentagon Blig.
Washington 25, D C. 12 Hovember 19h3.

To: Commanding Uenerel, Arny Alr Porces, Room 5D 1077 Pentagon Bidg.

1. Atiention is invited to attached correspondence relative to
cadre persomnel sup liéd from bhe 715th Shemicel Maintenanve Company
(hvn}, Tlhtl: Chemical Baintenance Company (Avn) and the 76Lth Chemicsl
Depot Company (Awn).

2. The importance of fuwrpishing suiteble cadre persenmel, particu-
larly negro cadre psrsornel, is so great that this headquarters solicits
the earnest cooperation of your hsadquarbers in the matber.

3+ The return of the attached correspondence Logetlwr with your
remarks and recommendstions is requested.

For the Cowsonding Ceneral:

RUGHEL Be ALYNOLDS
Brigadier Usnoral, Gensral Staff Corps
Director, ¥ilitery Versonnel Division

2 Incla E. B, MOOMsY

T

,4"}1 [ATT I Voore N
[ ’ s s
Rxeouiivse, Military Personunel Dlvisiow




Jhe 291.2/14 Conf 4th Ind.
SPCHP 520.2 JLUC/f1k
HinDQUARTERS, CHEMICsL WaRFad@ CERTER, Edgewood srsensl, 2id., 2 Oct 43.

TO: Chief, Chemical lerfare 3ervice, was ingten, D. C.

Investigation directed in lst Indorsement completed and report
forwarded as requested.

For the Com.anding General:

HanrrY d. oP WwiknR
Colonel, C.w.3.
Incls - 2 Executive Officer
2 copies Report of Baord
of Officers withdrawn

SPCHP 320.2 (Colored Cadremen) 5th Ind.
(18 Sept 43)

Hq aSF O CWS, #ashington 26, D. C. o0 October 1v43.

TC: Cowmmanding Generwsl, Hg sarmy 3dervice lorces, Washington, D. C.
Attention; Director of ililitary rersonnel.

attention is invited to the inclosed copy of Board proceed-
ings in the incident case, which 15 concurred in by the Chief, “hemical
Aarfare Service,

For the Chief of the Cheimical farfare Jervice:

LOwsLlL &, GLLIOTT
Colonel, CW®S3
2 Incls fixecutive Officer
1 ¢ Report of Rard of Ufficers w/d

Incl 1 - Ltr 21 August 1943 to CG 4th 3Jerv Comd Thru: CG Camp
Sibert, Alabama, re Selection of Colored Cgdremen from Hg,

CW3 Unit Training Center, Camp 3ibert, ala, signed by E. F. Bullerng

Brigadier General, Commanding = lst Ind fr Hg, Camp 3ibert to
CG, 4th 3erv Comd, 2nd Ind fr Hq 4th Serv Comd to CG, ASF, wash DC
w/8 incls.,

Incl 2 - Board Proceedings, Chemical varfare denter, Edgewood
Arsenal, Md., 2 October 1943




E.A. 291.2/14 Conf 2nd Ind. JDC/f1k
HEADQUARTERS CHEMICAL WARFARE CENTER, Edgewood Krsenal, Md., 3C Sep 43.

TO: Colcnel Milton T. Barnkins, CWS, President, Board of Officers, Edgewood
Arsenal, Md.

1, For immediate investigution and report as indicated in Par. 2
of oasic communicetion and preceding indorsement by & Beard of Officers

composed as follows:

DETAIL FOR THE BOARD

Colonel Milton T. Hankins, 016199, CWS
Colonel James D. Cunningham, 0307804, JAGD
Lt. Col. George J. Deutermann, 018150, CWS

2. The report of the Board will be submitted to this Headquarters
in guadruplicate as expeditiously as possible and in no event later then
4 Qctober 1943, unless an extension of time be granted.

By command of Brigadier General AVERY:

HARRY W. SPRAKER
Colonel, C.W.S.
Executive Officer
Incl. - n/c

E.A. 291.2/14 Conf.

3rd Ind. JDC/T1k
COLOWNEL MILTON T. HANKINS, CWS, President, Board of Officers, Edgewood Arsenal,
Md., 2 October 43.

TO: Commanding General, Chemical Warfare Center, Edgewood Arsemal, Hd,

Preceding indorsement complied with.

MILTON T. HANKINS
Colonel, C.W.S.
President, Board of Officers
Incls. - 2
Report of Board of Officers
in qud. added
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- L R Headquarters, Services of Supply
' ’ Military Personnel Division
4B486 Pentagon Bldg
Washington, D. C.
SPGAM 091.411 (21 Aug 43) 18 September 1943,
b SUBJBCT: Selection of Colored Cadremen.

TO: Chief of Cheimeal Warfsasre Service, G-101 Builiding T-7,

Gravelly Poiat, Virginia.

1., Your esttention is invited to that part of the attached
report concerning cadremen supplied from Edgewood Arsenal, Maryland,
to the XEXRX 1424 Chemical Decontamination Compeny, 1l44th Chemical
Decon-tamination Company, 10lst Chemical Impregnating Company.

2. A thorough investigation will be made and the necessary
corrective action will be taken by your office without delay, and
this Headquarters notified thereof by indorsement.

3. Direct communication with Headquarters, Fourth Service
Command is authorized.

By commend of Major General STYER:

RUSSEL B. REYNOLDS
Brigadier General, General Staff Corps

Director, Military Personnel Division
1 Incl.

Ltr fr CWS UTC, Cp Sibvert,
Ala, dated 21 Aug 43 to CG,
4th SC thru CG Cp Sibert
w/8 incls & 2 Inds.

E. B. MOOMAU
Colonel, G.S.C.
Bxecutive, Military Personnel Division

SPCWP 320.2 (Colored Cadremen)

lst Ind.
(18 Sep 43)
WD, ASF, OC CWS, Washington, D.C. 27 September 1943. &
T0: ggmmanding General, ChemicalWarfare Center, Edgewood arsenal, u

1. It is requ?sted that the investigation called for in para-

graph 2, basic communication, be completed at theé earliest practicable
date and a report thereof submitted to this office.

By order of the Chief of the Chiemical Warfare Servioce:

' ¥

LOWELL A. ELLIOTT
Colonel, CWS
Executive Officer
- B
ncl n/c foh i‘\x“uf\\\@hﬂg ‘Qs\\
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FORM NO MR-1 {35}

DATE:

INDEX:

TO:
FROM:

SUMMARY:

FILED:

INDEXER:

REMARKS:

23 November 1943

291.2 Colored

Chief of Staff, G-3 (Attn: Col. Chazal

Brig. Generel J.M, Bevans, Personnel

Army Cooperation in tne Harvesting of Crops.

Memo

230,87 Replacing Enlisted Men & Vice Versa.

rg

HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

CORRESPONDENCE REFERENCE FORM

3




| CONFIDENTIAL
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INDEX SHEET

FILE : 291,2 Race WAC Negro rersonnel

Date 23 Nov, A3

SYNOPSIS

= From: Asst, Chief of Air Staff, AF Personnel, Air VWAC Officer,
_;
Tox Asst. Chief of Air Staff, Personnel, Military Personnel

Division, Enlisted Scction, Atten: Lt. Selvik.

SUBJECT: Branch Hecruitment of WAC Negro Personnel,
R &R

R Original filed under No. 324.5 WAC

AMS
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INDEX SHEET

FILE : 291,2 Race, Negro

Date NWov 23, 1947

SYNOPSIS

From: Acting Air WAAC Officer

To: ?

SURJECT: Branch Recruitment of WAC Negro Fersonnel

Disposition Form

Original filed under No. %24,.5 W, A,C,

PATENTED

TSN
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; INDEX SHEET

! FILE : 291.2 Negrc

Date Nov 20, 1943

SYNOPSIS
3 From: Haos, Army Air Forces Training Command, Fort Worth 2, Texas
3
To: Commanding General, A Alr Forces , Washington, D, C,

Att: Asst,Chief of Air Staff, Training

SUBJECT: Trained Personnel Requirements ( Colored )

Ltr,

Original filed under No. 320,2 Requirements

PATENTED

oo Ve e 53 e e T i




INDEX SHEET

FILE: 291.,2 Negro

Date Nov. 17, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Asst, Chief of Air Staff, Personnel, Nilitary Perscnnel
Division,

To: Asst, Chief of Air Staff, Operations, Commitments, and
Requirements, Commitments Division, Attn: Colonel Baylor,
SUBJECT: Eighth Air Force A-1 Scction Problems,
R &R

!
Original filed under No. 322, 8th Air Force

ANS
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O 1, Loty Ens ' if. . . .
ADDRESS REPLY TO SERPETS N IR ¥
COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY AIR FORCES

! WASHINGTON, D C

WAR DEPARTMENT

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES ' j;
WASHINGTON, D.C. i

( o016 November 1943 '

; . r .

JEMCRAIDUN FOR (1) Colonel J. H. McCor{;n\lE’})\w;mw,ww””’M
2) Brig. Gen. R. V. Barper Ny
){ﬁ l,vﬁ %AA;QX :2%;1, & wf‘(
Subject: f Regort onBoard Appointed to A.nalyze Problems
of Colored Program Outlined in Letter From

{)uolorel Bob ‘{Se‘lway Y@? o/ - C) !

f’) ﬁ’ t;? . m’#“ﬁlw‘ s
py ﬁ / () mr" y“'&—' R A .';} &"“s A ;} ',‘ hd 7{ -
Le A.ftacheq is the report of the Board of officers anpomnted ‘\iﬂ
from AC/AS, Personmel, and AC/AS, Training, to review the problems of

‘ implementing the coleored medium bombardment progrsm contained in letter ”“\::} ;

; f’l from Colonel Bob Selway to Colonel weCormack dated 20 October 43, \\
2. If the recommendations made by this Board are approved, i}h i
; the members o1’ che Board will follow through to see that necessary =
: action is taken to effect the recommendations. :
£l [
hajor, Air Corps, . % |

Recorder of the Board. {3“
PN
BOARD Li.BERS N

Colonel J. B. Barr o -

‘*) Lt. Col, I, Hodgson
Z Lt. Col. B, F, Fogerty

cm\]mﬂ AT, ’,"LT_“'S_ ¥
Date:7. m@g .&i
ForwardeW by

o+ AC/AS, Personnels
7
w’ﬁ”’}\/

Colonel J. H, lfcCormick =
Brig. CGen. R. . Harper

APPROVED

g
)
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REPORT OF BOARD APPOINTED TO ANALYZE PROBLfMS OF COLORED PROGRAM
OUTLINED IN LETTER FROL COLONEL BOB SELWAY

1. The following officers appointed as a Board to analyze problems
of colored program outlined in Colonel Selway's letter were in attendance at
a meeting held 9 November 43, at 1:30 F.M.:

Colonel J. B, Barr, AC/AS, Training

Lt. Colonel &, Hodgson, AC/AS, Treining

I+, Colonel L, F, Fogerty, AC/AS, Personnel
Liejor Roy H. Clarke, AC/AS, Persomnnel

Also in attendance were liajor lMcTaguse, AQ/AS, Training, and Ceptain Jensen,
AC/AS, Persomnel,

2, It was decided that the Board would teke into consideration and
recommend action on each problem or request contained in Colonel Selway's
letter (Tab A) to Colonel Jack McCormick, dated 20 October 43, a copy of which
is attached, The following points were discussed and action recommended. For
quick reference, the paragraph number in Colonel Selway's letter is shown in
parentheses,

a, Question as to which Air Force should activate the ledium
Bombardment Group (Colored). (Posteript of letter)

Recommendation: It is recommended that the lledium Bombardment
Group (Colored) be activated by the First Air Force since base
personnel and Headquarters staff sections are thoroughly familiar
with the problems involved in similar training,

b. Request for white officers in supervisory positions for
permanent assignment to lledium Bombardment Group (Colored). (Para-
graph 1)

Recommendation: Board concurred in the request with the
proviso that at any time a colored oificer could be found competent
to fill a staff position held by a white officer, he be assigned
to the position. The Third Air Force is the recommended source for
the requested cadre, AC/AS, Personnel, will work with Pombardment
Branch, Unit Training Division, in obtaining the requested cadre.

¢, Request for transfer of individuals now under the jurisdiction
of the First Air Force. (Paragraphs 2, 3, and 10)

Recommendation: It is recommended that the transfer of all
individuals within the First Air Force be left up to the discretion
of that Air Force,

MEEF
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d. Assigmment of oversize fighter pilots to twin-engine trans-
ition school. (Paragraph 4)

Action being taken: Arrangements have already been made by
AC/AS, Training, to have four of the seven pilots listed assigned
to twin-engine transition school, The remaining three will be
assigned within the near future,

e. Sending group commender to B-2b transition school. (Para-
graph 5)

Recommendation: Concur.

f. Return of potential squadron commanders from the 95th Sq.
(Paragraph 6)

Action being taken: Action has already been taken to return
five pilots from the 99th Sq now overseas for possible use as squad-
ron commanders,

g. Recommendation by name of pilots to be returned from the 99th
Sq for duty with 553rd Fighter Squadron RTU (Colored). (Paragraph 7)

Recommendation: It was recommended by the Board that white
supervisory officers be used for this RTU squadron with the proviso
that et such time as colored officers are returned from theatres and
found competent to carry on RTU training, that they replace white
officers. AC/AS, Personnel, will query the theatres as to whether
or net the officers named in paragraph 7 are aveilable to be returned
to act as instructors under the supervision of the white supervisory
personnel,

h, Delay in sending S59th Sq replacements for November and
December due to overage in theatre. (Paragreph 8)

Action being taken: Action has already been taken and no
replacements will be sent in November or December., In January, 20
will be sent as automatic replacements for the 332nd Group which
will include the 99th Sq.

i. Activation of Kedium Bombardment Squadron (B-25) to act as
OTU parent. (Paragraph 9)

Recommendation: It is recommended that a supervisory squadron
be activated and manned with white personnel for the purpose of
instructing the 477th Nedium Bombardment Group., This squadron will
be inactivated upon completion of its mission., It is recommended
that the additions and deletions of both personnel and equipment

i
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contained in paragraph 49, attached letter, be authorized to enable
this supervisory squadron to more effectively fulfill its missicn.

3. Plans for Training the Personnel to be needed by the lMedium
Bombardment Group (Colored). (Paragraph 11)

a. Advanced training of all officers in specialized schools
prior to assigmment to the group.

Action being taken: All first pilots are being transitioned
on B-25's prior to assigmment to the group. It will not be possible
to transition all co=-pilots. For other type officers, when practicable,
specialized training will be given prior to assigrnment to the group.
Where possible, treined and experienced officers will be assigned.

b. Technical training of enlisted men.

Action being taken: AQ/AS, Training, has already entered
into training courses some of the colored enlisted personnel to
be trained as specialists for the kedium Rombardment Group. The
estimated aveilability dates for these specialists are shown in
Tab B, AC/AS, Personnel, is taking the necessary action to provide
qualified colored enlisted personnel to fill remaining quotas.

c. Assigmment pool. (Paragraph 11)

Recommendation: It is recommended that the 553rd Squadron
be used as assigmment pool for personnel to eventually be assigned
to the Medium Bombardment Group until such time as the Medium
Bombardment Group is activated,

4, Colored Aviation Cadets. (Paragraph 11)

The Chief of the Air Staff has made the decision to retain the
colered pilot training program et Tuskegee and to delay the formation of the
Medium Bombardment Group until such a date as Tuskegee's output has produced
a sufficient number of pilots to start OTU training. Training Command has
been requested to estimate when facilities at Tuskegee will produce a sufficient
number of pilots to meet the requirements of the colored fighter program plus
a requirements for the medium bombardment program. When this estimate has been
received, the approximate date for beginning the operational training of the
medium group can be determined. Training of colored bombardiers and navigators
will be carried on in regular schools of the training system. AC/AS, Personnel,
has a sufficient backlog of colored aviation cadets to meet the monthly intake
requirements for the training of all crew members.
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CONVIDENTIAL

o 332ND FICHTEE GROUP
e Selfridge Field, Michigean

20 Qctobear 1943

Colnnel Jack McCormick,
Headrnvezrters Army Air Forces,
Assistant A-1l, Personnel,
Pentacson BRuilding,
Weshineton, D.C.

Desr Jrcks

| Lt. Col, B. C. Devis returned from Weshington the other day and

? gave me certain infrrm-+tion regarding the progrem of the 332nd ¥ighter

; Group (colored) and the vlanned »rogrem for the 553r3 Fighter Sguadron

: (colored) RTU to be activated here on November lst, end about a Bomhond-

, ment Group, (B-25) (M) (colored) to be sctivated on Novemher lst, Davis

Elp seid that your Headouarters plans that I command that Bombsrdment Croup znd
’ thet you wish recommendations as to the staffing of Bomb-rdment Groun with

white or colored officers,

The following notes represent my ideas of the entire picture:
(1) White officers for permanent assignment to Pomb. Group (™) {col):

1 Grour Commander - Cnlonel

Gron: Tixecutive - It. Col, or Meior

Group Onerations Officer - ILt. Col., or Major
Souadron Commenders - Malnre or Captains

Squadron Operstions Officers — Cantains or lst Lie,
Gronn Materiel Officer — Captnain or Major

.Group Ground Tchelon Comm~nder - Lt, Col. or Major

Rl S

R

"(2) Major RAMSEY (colorec), Group Surreon, should be transferred
from the 332nd Fight=r Group to the Bombardment Group. on December 10th (for
reasons which I will explain to you privetely some time).

e T e
i‘h«,«/

(3) Lt. VEAVER, &ssistsnt Adjutant, 332nd Fighter Group should be
transferred as Bombardment Group Adjutant, December lst..

o, s ST SOy T T T

1 (4) The tollowing oversize pilots in the 332nd Fighter Group (pilots
much too lerge for cockpit of P-40N or P-39 alralanes) should immediately
be ordered to twin engine transition school:

Capt. George L. KNOX, 0-798535

2d Lt. William J. MATTISON, 0-792785
2d Lt. Charles R. STANTON, 0-796268
2d Lt. Jemes Y. CARTER, 0-801160

2d Lt. Peter C. VERVAYNE, 0-794602
2d Lt. William B, ELLIS, 0-1637362
2d Lt, James W. MASON, 0-809247

They are applying in writing today for such transfer.

CUNFIDENTIAL
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* Colonel Jack McCormick,

20 October 1943, Cont'd, Page 2. (Confidential).

(5) Colonel SELWAY has com:leted the "cleaning up™ and reorganiza-—
tion of the 332nd Fighter Group, and "set up" their training which will essily
be completed before December 15, 1943, " Lt. Gol. GAYLE can "finish out" the
training supervision, Colonel SELVAY should be ordered to the North American
Plant at Mines Field for a tuc weeks course immediately, and after that, should
either go through a B~25 Transition School, or be assigned a B-2% airplane with
instructor pilot at Selfridge Ficld,on ) /i

Ear ,{:)? -2 37

(6) Only one of the three Squadron Commanders in the 332nd Fighter

Grour is considered gualified to commond a Sguadron, Lt. Colonel Davic tells

‘me that you have taken action to return certain pilots from the 99th, ond that

these pilots egre cnzlified to command,

(7) The 553rd Fighter Snusdron (all colored) which is to be cctivated
here on November 1, 1943, as§ an R,T, U. Squadron for the 332nd Tighter Group
will require an experienced Scuddron Commender (colored) and five experienced
flight leaders (colored). I recommend that the followirg pilots of the 99th
Scuvadron be returned to the U,S.A., for duty with the 553@ Fighter Sauadron:

Captain Lemuel CUSTIS ~ Sruadron Commander
Jst Lt., G. SMITH -~ Instructor Pilot

1st Lt. L. PURNELL - " "

1st Lt, A. LANE ~ " "

1stv Li, J. ROGERS -~ " "

ls: Lt. S. BRUCE - " "

(8) The 99th Snusdron now has forty-eight (48) pilots, and the
332nd Fighter Group has a commitment for shiopment to that Squadron of -

Four (/) pilots in November
Four (4) pilots in December.

Lt. Col. B, O. Davis tells me that he recomrended the return of
certain pilots of the 99th Squadron to the U.S, end that they csn be spared by
the 99th Squadron.

I recommend thet these eight (8) not be sent, since the pilot
strength of the 99th is assumed to be thirty-gseven (37) after the mturn of those
recommended for return,

(9) Since there is no "parent" Group 0,T.U, Medium Bombardment (B-R25)
(colored) to give birth to a Bombardment Group (B-25) (M) (colored), it is
recommended that a B-25 Squadron (white) be ordered to "parent" this Group.

The personnel of that Squadron should be specially selected and
should be qualified to supervige the colored personnel performing equivelent
duties, getting "on the job" training in the colored squadrons,

The White Souadron should be reduced by the following figures.

ﬂ—;z;/ .-?{:4: ‘7&“//& /m(]‘&a«ff@?’j’{”‘

e

‘&wubv

A SR T IR RS
e e P RN

R R L T P




" Colonel Jack McCormick, 20 October 1943, Cont'd. Page 3. (Confidential)

<

g t See Table of Organization and Equipment, 1~127, WD March 26,

1943,

Page 2 ~ line 22 - delete 12 pilots, 2 engineesms, lst Lt,
line 7?3 - delete 16 pilots, 2 engineems, 2nd Lt.
line 27 -~ delete 12 Romb-Nsvigators, 2nd Lt.
line 29 - add 1 Captain (Group Supervision)
line 30 - ggd 3 1st Lt (total of 4 for Squadron Supervicion)
line 31 - add 4 1s% Lt. (Squadron Supervision)
line 34 - agd 5 1lst Lt. (Souadron Supervision and Tec Insp.)
Line 39 - add 7 Adm, Orficers (2 Adm. Inspectors)
(1 Mess Supervisor)
(4 Supply Supervisors)
Line 40 - edd 4 1lst Lt. (Scouadron Supervision)

. Particularly qualified statistical officers (most important)
@4 for Bombardment Group. o Crin S

Pzge 8 - Line 148 - add 4 draftsmen (Never enough to mske all the
renuired training vrogress charts).
Add:

[riuuniinash

An excellent Sergeant Major - Supervisor for Group Headouarters.,
" " Message Center " " " "

f " File Clerk - 1 " 1 "
1t 1 Adm . Supply - 1 m 1" it
11 1] Tec . Sup})ly — " 1 1t 1
3 % i i - DPsge 10 - Line 189 - delete 1/ airplanes,

Line 195 - 50 cerhines sufficient for instruction purposes,
Line 198 - 20 pistols auto. sufficient,

@ White B~25 Squadron P
.t N
The white Squadron Commender to be YAir Inspector®, ?§ VA
The Senior Squedron Fngineering Officer to be "Tec, Inspector" ‘
The Souadron Executive Officer to be "Adm. Inspector® W

The Souadron Commender to be "Tactical Inspector”,

Also the authority to hire two secretaries or detail of two (2) WAC
secretaries (shorthand) (experts).

(10) There is an overage of twenty-three (23) Administratidhe
0fficers in the 332nd Fighter Group. The overage includes a few pilots grourded
for medical reasons or reevaluation by e bogrd. Some of the pilots mey be
returned to pilot status, but I doubt it. Ve are using them as assistant
engineering officers or assistant S-2's. "These officers willbe available to
cadre the 553rd Fighter Squadron or thé Bombardment Group, but we will continue
to use them in completing Basic and ™eapons training. of the 332nd Fighter
Group until such training is complete,

!
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(11) Has anyone up there started s survey of all Air Corps colored ¥
units in the United States wo find sufficient enlisted men with G.C.T. and M.A.
scores high enough to send immediately to T.T.C. Schools to £ill all the technical
qualifications within a Bombardment Group?

How about the advance training of all the officers in Specialized
Schools before gssignment to the Croup?

ff‘ If 2 "pool" of officers and emlicted men can be immediately pro- . N
vided, I recommend thet Coocks, Mess Sergeants, Supply Clerks, Technical Supply M
Clerks, Administrstion Clerks and all other administrative "school education" B
be completed now —— prior to completion of M™organization phase" and entrance into
0.T.U. phases,

Most of the enlisted men (technical) in the 332nd Fighter Croup é'

CB; were received by the Group at the time the Group wes to enter 0.T.U, They had
not completed Basic or Weapons Training, nor had they received any “on the job"
training within a perent unit (or alongside a supervisory unit) before being
tossed into an 0.T.U, “

AR

In qualifying the enlisted men tvechnically "on the job" while
continuing operations and "pushing®™ {lying, I ©ind that I need the enlisted men
on the line. That means that their Basic and Weapons Training is done on rainy
deys and hy floodlight at night

(12) Maintenance and flying has accelerated and is going to town (I
pay the preacher to pray for flying weather), but the grovnd training and
"administrative processing" of the enlisted men could have been done in advance
if a "psrent Group" or a substitute therefore hsd "given hirth" to this outfit,

Why not fly out and see us. Pee Vee and I have guarters here on the
post -- extra rooms and bath,

P

Best 'rom fﬁ%ﬂf
m?g:”:« e

- h i

/~7 Bob Selwgy e

(_/ '

A4

2 Inclosures
Incl. #1
Incl, #2




- PRI . . — - Lo RS e o?
= L T o g | . ,L.mw‘,»m
- o Lk

Colonel Jack McCormick, 21 October 1943, Page 5. (Confidential)

~

P.5. The Base S-4 at this station, in a telephone conversation with A-4,
First Air Force yesterday, was ihformed that the colored Medium Bombhardment
Group was to be activasted in another Air Force, No informetion wes given
as to the station of activation or the "training area". The "other Air

) ) ’ Force" sounds to me like Third Air Force because they have a medium program,
et One of the principal reasons that the colored fighter group progrem
™ - N . ~ s .

24 N "ecollapsed", was the fact that Tampa is so far awsy vhet close coordination
was not possible., When I was "yanked out!" of the 23d Wing and sent up to

"clean up" the show, one of the largesi problems was that "Tampa ~ Selfridge" -
distence., Actually, the biggest prohlem wes one of personnel, and I N
finally solved that only by dealing direct with Wasbhington,

I have already "tangled" with the Third Bomber Command staff.on a b 1
ég; previous "clean up® job on a bombardment group. . I don't imagine that the e {
executive, or A-1 or A-~3 of that staff like me any better than I like then. :
If the program is to be under that staff, it may be to the best interests
of the government if someone hesides myself command the Group.

/ Since there is no "colored background! from which to create this
colored Bombardment. Group, I can forecast lots of personnel aend training ; N
troubles unless there is a hell of a lot of advance plenning =~ coordinstion - :
and cooperstion. Ie& there any chance that the progrem could be placed , ;
‘ ' directly under the CG AAF office direct. If that were possible, it would w ]

be much easier to obtain colored personnel from large "pools" where there i ]
would be a chance to qualify them in all the technical jobs within a : ;
Bombardment Group, ' = ‘ ; '
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332ND FIGHTER CGROUP
Selfridge Field, Michigan

Administrative Officers over in the 332nd Group end aveilsble for
553rd Group and Bombardment Group:

2d Lt., James CONLEY - Adm.
" Wm, MOULDEN - Comm,
" Mershall HENDERSON - Comm.
" Benjsmin JONES -~ Comm. (reclassify)
" Charles WALKER - (linited Service)
o Delbert WHITE - Comm,
H Jessie WILLIAMS - Eng,.
" Lowell CQOLRERT ~ Adm,
" Joseph ECHOLS - Spec. Serv.
" Robert HARLIEE ~ (applied for air crew training)
n Walter HIGHT - Comm, :
" ‘Rice CORQTHERS - Adm,. {F-.. - "
" Fugene WEAVER - Adm. B "
" Clarence THOMAS - Adm.
n Arthur WIILIAMS ~ Eng.
" Wilson COPELAND - aAdm.
" Wi:liem GORDON - Adm. (Grounded Pilot)
" Waldo WITLLIAMS ~ Comm,
" David NEAL
" Frank JOPDON ~ Med.
n Elmer (GORDON
" Clarence SOUTHALL - Arm. (Grounded Pilot)
" g, C. WALKER ~.,. ’

g
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100th Ftr.

S,

o

"o

24 Lt. CHARLTON, T. J.

HENRY, M. K.
JOHNSON, W. H.

1
1

2n8

1)

100th Ftr, Sqg.

2d Lt. MASON, J. W,

VERWAYNE, P, C.
MATTISON, W, T,

100th Ftr, Sa.

lst Lt. TRESVILLE, R. B.

Lt. TURNER, A. D.
LEONARD, W, B.
BRIGGS, J. F.
CROCKETT, W. W,
DICKSON, L. E,

ELLINGTON, S, N.

GIVINGS, S. M.
McCRAERY, W. L.
MOORE, T. D.

332ND FIGHTER GROUP

Status of Pilot Assignment

REEVALUATION OR NEDICAL

301st Ftr., So.

2d Lt, SINGIETARY, L.

n

GREENLEE, G. B.

OVERSIZE PILOTS

R.

301st Fir. Sq.

NONE

T, U, PILOTS ./

2d Lt. GRAY, G. E.

HH
1

¥ .~ GROUP PILOTS

JAMERSON, C. F.
JAMES, D.
WILLIAMS, C. I.
TEMPLE, A. N.
DANTELS, 1.
THOMPSON, F. A.

301lst Ftr. 8q.

1st Lt. DEBOW, C. H,
2nd Lt, McDANIEL, A. G.

WORGAN, D. W, JR.

PAIMER, W, J..
PULLAM, R. C.
WILLIAMS, C. H,

Inclosure #2
? Pages,

"
n

DOYWNS, W. M,
CISCO, A. %,
ELSBERRY, J. D.
ESTERS, M. V.
FAULKNER, W. J.
GOVAN, C. B.
MAPLES, A. JR.
POLKINGHORNE, J.
PROWELL, J. H.
SAWYER, H. E.
TAYLOR, U. S.
FOREMAN, W, T,

-1 -
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302nd Ftr, Sg.

2d Lt, McLAURIN, E. 4.

1

Capt.

HUNTER, W. 2.

302nd Ftr. Sa.

KNOX, G. L.

°d Lt. STANTON, C. R.

n
L}

CARTER, J. Y.
ELLIS, ¥W. B.

P
¢4

s

302nd Fir, Sq.

1st Lt. GLEED, E.
2nd Lt, PRUITT, V. O.

DAVIS, A.
SPENCER, R. M.
HAYWOOD, V. V.
WEATHERS, L.
BUSSEY, C. M.
suehs, J. J.
SHEPPARD, H. A.
WILKINS, L. D.
WATSON, D. M,
WALKER,
KIRKPATRICK, F.
HUTCHINS, F. E.
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#(0) Oscoda, Michigan

o Inclosure #2

GROUP PILOTS ~ Cont'd.

100th Ftr. Sq. 301st Ftr. Sq. 302nd Ftr. Sq.
2d Lt, JACKSON, M. T, 2d Lt. GOMER, J. P, 2d Lt, $MITH, L. H.

" BAILEY, H, L, "o LIGGINS, W, V. " GROVES, V. K,

" BAETLEY, W, K. (0) " TURNFE, L. F, " BROCKS, M. R.

" HALL, R. W. " WALKER, F. D, " McGEE, C. E.

" HOLSCLAW, J. D. " WILIIAMS, W. F. " SLOAN, J. 8. (0)

n WYATT, B, (0) " DANIELS, J. (0) " SMITH, E. N. (0)

" CurTIS, S. L. " LEWIS, J. A. " ARCHER, L. A.

" BEATCHER, E. A, (0) % LEAHR, J. H. " TAYLOR, E. W. (0)

" JEFFERSON , L. B. (0) "™ NELSON, R. H. (0) " MELTON, W. R. (0)

" JONES, H. L. (0) " RICHARDSON, V. n GREEN, W. W,

" STOUDMIRE, N. (0) m  ROCGERS, C. G. " WES TMOKELAND, W. D.

u TATE, C. ¥W. (0) " WIGGINS, R. H, " BLACKWELL, F. R. (0)

" WOODS, €.S.)0) " STEWARD, L. G. (0) " HIlL, W. E. (0)

" woeDs, ®w. L. (0) " LOCKETT, C. A. " McLenic, W, B, (0)
»  DUNLE, C. A. (0O) " PURCHASE, L. (0)
" JEFFEHSON, S. (0) n ROMINE, R. (0)

" TAYLOK, U. 8. (0)
" BALLARD , A, F. (0)
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221 EM (Cols) 14 Cctober 1943

SUBJECTs  Technical Training Rates for Air Corps Hnlisted Men
(Colored).

TOs Comwanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington 25, D. C.

(Att: Assistant Chief of the Air Staff, Training),

1. In compliance with secret letter, your Headquarters, 5 October
1943, subject: "Technical Training Rates for Air Corps Enlisted Men
(Colored) June 1943 = August 1944", the following plans and schedules
for the accomplishment of the training desired are submitted:

a. OFFICERS:

(1) Letter was written to the Aviation Cadet Branch,
Military Persomnel Vivision, relative to procurement
of aviation cadets (Colored) in the following categories
and nunbers:

(a) Engineering 15
(b) Armament 17
(¢) Communications 9
(d) Photographic 1

This personnel will be sent to the aviation Cadet
Pre-~Technical School, AAFETTC, Seymour-Johnson Field,
North Carcolina,

(2) In view of the fact that the last Class "A"
Meteorology course began 4 October 1943, the one
y weather officer required by this directive must
necessarily be furnished from previous graduates
(colored),

(3) It is further requesited that the Commanding General,
Army Air Forces, allocate quotas to the Air Forces
for the category listed as "Statistical!". Those

e e e £
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Technical Training Rates for Air Corps tnlisted len (Colored), Hq.,AAF
Training Comumand, to CG, AAF.

officer candidates who are selected for statistical
officer training will be sent to Harvard University to
complete the Statistical Course after eight (8) weeks to
officer candidate training has been accomplished at
Miami. Beach,.

b, ENLISTED MEN:

(1) Due to the continual withdrawal of personnel by the
Service Command from the branch cooks and bakers schools
it is requested that this Command not be required to
train personnel in this category. If such traiming is
required it will be necessary for this Command to be
furnished qualified personnel to conduct the training of
cooks and bakers,

‘(2) The following categories listed on requirement sheet are
not trained by this Command and will be filled by classi-
fication at Basic Trainingz Centers, These Headouarters
will take necessary steps to have Basic Training Centers
furnish personnel in these categories;

)a) Draftsman

(b) Airplane Vood iorker

(¢) Airplane Dope/Fabric Worker
(d) Other Specialists

(e) All other Enlisted Mens

Attached hereto are entrance and graduatuib dates of all
other categories required in basic directive,

2. A portion of the required persomnel were entered in the various
technical courses under previous directives and are now undergoing training.

For the Commanding General:

1 Incl:
Incl #1 - Schedule of Tech- H. P. BONIIEWITZ
nical Training (Colored) Lt. Col.,AGD

Asst.AHj.Gen.




SCHEDULE OF TECHNICAL TRAINING (COLORED)

ATRPLANG & ENGING MECHAWICS = Sheppard Field, Texas

(Includes trainees for Airplane & Engine lMechanic gunners, nlectrical Specialists,

Instrument Specialists and Propeller Specialists)

NO, LENTIRING

ENTRANCE DATL

GRADUATIQN DATE

NO. ANTICIPATED

GRADUATES

293 1 Oct 43 15 Feb 44 249

163 11 Oct 43 23 Feb 44 139 !

163 18 Oct 43 1 Mar 44 139

162 25 Qct 43 8 Mar 44 138

129 31 Jan 44 14 Jun 44 110

129 7 Feb 44 21 Jun 44 110

129 14 Feb 44 28 Jun 44 110 ‘
- 56 2/ Teb L4 20 Nov 44 50

AIRPLANE & ENGINE MECHANIC GUNNERS - 1

TO BE OBTAINED FROM
A&E HMECH. CLASS

TO BE ENROLLED IN

N0 TO BE ENTERED FLLXIBLE GUNNERY NO ANTICIPATED

GRADUATING IN GUNNERY CLASST GRADUATES |
15 Feb 44 18 next class 16 |
23 Feb 44 19 ] " 17 ° g
1 Mar 44 19 " " 17 ’i
8 Mar 44 18 # " 16 |
21 Jun 44 15 " " 13 .

ATRPLANE ELECTRICAL SPECIALISTS - Chanute Field, Ill.

NO ANTICIPATED

) NO. ENTERING ENTRANCE DATE GRADUATION DATE GRADUATES
31 22 Teb 44 16 Apr 44 26
(From AM class graduating 15 Feb 44)
42 17 Mar 44 10 May 44 36 .
(From AM Class graduating 8 Mar 44)
ATRPLANE INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS #Chanute Field, Ill }
26 22 Feb 44 30 Apr 44 22
{From aM class graduating 15 Feb 44) ;
46 17 liar 44 24 Yay 4l 39 |
(From Alf Class graduating 8 Mar 44) ‘
ATRPLANE PROPELLER SPECIALISTS - Chanute Field, I1ll
29 5 Mar 44 21 Apr 44 25
OFrom AM class graduating 23 Feb 44)
33 16 Apr 44 2 Jun 44 bl

(From AM Class graduating 8 lar 44)




SCHEDULE TECHNICAL TRAINING (Colored) - Cont'd,

IJO. ANTICIPATED

NO. BHTERING BNTRANCE DATE GRADUATION DAIL GRADUATES

ATRPLANE SEEET METAL WORKER - Chanute Field

34 12 Oct 43 2 Jan 44 29
34 18 Oct 43 8 Jan 44 29
50 28 Feb 44 27 May 44 43
51 6 Mar 44 3 Jun 44 43
MACHINISTS - Chanute Field, Ill.
19 31 Jan 44 27 lay 44 16
PARACHUTE RIGGER -~ REPAIRMAN=~ Chamite Field, Ill
) |
Y 36 10 Apr 44 27 May 44 31
- !
WELDER - Chanute Field, Ill. §
{
29 6 Mar 44 27 Yay 4b 25

CLERKS - Ft. Logan, Colo, = 20% Elimination

304 20 Mar 44 13 May 44 1073 (Total Output)l

304 3 Mar 44 27 lUay 44

304 17 Apr 44 10 Jun 44

304 1 May 44 24 Jun 44 1
73 4 Sep 44 28 Oct 44 ‘.

ARMORERS = Lowry Iield, Colo. = 15% Elimination Rate .

}N 94 3 Apr 44 27 May 44 353 (Total Output
&’ 94 10 Apr 44 3 Jun 44

94 17 Apr 44 10 Jun 44

% 24 APT 4l 17 Jun 44

30 4 Sep 44 25 Nov 44

PHOTO LAB TECHNICIANS = Lowry Field, Colo. = 25% Elimination Rate

12 6 Mar 44 3 Jun 44 31 Total Output

12 13 Mar 44 10 Jun 44

12 20 Mar 44 17 Jun 44 j
3 4 Sep 44 28 Oct 44 |

BOMBSIGHT MATNTENANCE - Lowry Field, Colo. = 25% Elimination Rate

4 3 Jan 44 20 May 44 30 (Total Output)
5 17 Jan 44 3 Jun 44
5 31 Jan 44 17 Jun 44
2 26 Jun 44 11 lov 44
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SE:I{EDULE TECHNICAL TRAINTMG (COLORED) # Contt'd,.
. NO ANTICIPATED
" NC ENTERING ENTRANCE DATE GRADUATION DATE GRADUATES

TURRET & GUNSIGHT SPECIALIST - Lowry Field, Colec, =~ 25 ¢ Elimination Rate

10 10 Apr 44 3 Jun 44 2/ (Total Output)
10 17 Apr 44 10 Jun 44
9 2/, Apr 4/, 17 Jun 44
3 4 Sep 44 28 Qct 44

RADIO OPERATOR-MECHANIC, scott Field, Ill. - 15 % Elimination Rate

116 " 29 Sep 43 1/ Feb 44 252 (Total output) |
64, 28 Nov 43 1. Apr 44
45 4 Dec.43 20 Apr 44 ;
45 10 Dec 43 26 Apr 44 ‘
6 8 Apr 44 25 Aug 44 |
. 6 8 May 44 25 Sep 44 |
‘6 g8 Jun 44 25 Oct 44 |

6 7 Jul 44 24, Nov 4é, g
|

RADAR MECHANIC IFF - Pre-Radar, Madison, Wisconsin - Radar Mech, IFF, Boca Raton, Fla,.
174 Elimination Rate - Total to Graduates: 40

NUMBER ENTERING ENTRANCE DATE GRADUATION DATE ENTRANCE DATE GRADUATION DATE j

PRE~-RADAR PRE~RADAR RADAR MECH IFF  RADAR MECH IFF
(MADISON) (MADISOIN) (BOCA RATON) (BOCA RATON)
22 29 Sep 43 7 Feb L 1/ Feb 44 8 May 44
23 17 Cct 43 25 Feb &4 6 Mar 44 29 May 44
3 2 Apr 44 6 Aug 44 14 Aug 44 6 Nov 44

RADIO MECHANIC CNS - Pre-CNS, Madison, Wisc., = CNS, Tomah, Wis.-
| 22% Blimination Rate - Total to Graduate 14

| %
@ NUMBER ENTRANCE DATE  GRADUATION DATE ENTRANCE DATE  GRADUATION DATE
ENTERING PRE-CNS PRE~CNS CNS CNS ;
| _ (MADISON) (MADISON) (TOMAH) (TOMAH) f
15 29 Sep 43 28 TFeb 44 3 Mar 44 21 Apr 44
1 3 Mar 44 4 Aug 44 6 Aug 44 2 Sep 44 !
1 2 Apr 44 3 Sep 44 5 Sep 44 2/ Oct 44 !
1 2 May 44 3 Oct 44 5 Oct 44 23 Nov 44 '

CONTROL TOWER OPERATOR =AACS Madison, Wisc., = CTO, Madison, Wisc.
20% Elimination Rate - Total to graduate : 20

NUMBER ENTRANCE AACS DIVERTIED FROU ENTER CTO GRADUATE FROM
ENTERING OPFERATOR AT AACS OPERATORS AT CTo
MADISON MADISON AT MADISON

25 3 Jan 44 27 Mar 44 29 Mar 44 19 May 44

s i
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(‘SCHE.DULL TECHNICAL TRAINING COLORED - cont'd.

i

g

CRYPTOGRAP?TZ ~ Chanute Field, Ill., = Elimination Rate 154 = Total to graduate 30

1_\I_QENTERING ENTRANCE DATE GRADUATION DATE
5 25 0ct 43 15 Nov 43
27 15 May 44 5 Jun 44
1 24 Jul 44 1, Aug 44
1 23 Oct 44 13 Nov 44
1 20 Nov 44 1l Dec 44
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1. The £low fron Tuskoovs 45 oas followas
Arvive Yeliridye usnar  of  Ciloba
A g % % b oag e ot Py
{oomoispedng Sty SR el THi netiny
5 Laganlal 25 cecanher 7 i5
7 Jmmary o4 27 Jamaery Y44 i3 15
g Tebrusey A5 Fehraary a2 s

srd Liow of singleoe-ergiog Jradustes will conldnne ab twenly-tus (22} per
manti ad infindtos, Tatkepse will be espanded to Lhe asodaus of its
fasilities and il pileis over and above twanby-btwo {24) per senin will be
sraziusiet in twineengine, {6 sppears Jikely that by vareh or ipril the
twl nesioine Batput fros Toskegee will approxizate twenty (40) per monih,
Thare are now abl Seliridze twenty-ome (A1) siagle-sngine 279 pilota.

Ze  UOE oplorsd pergsnnel sow 3l Csiiridoe will Le derswned and ree
trained Ly Teshrdeoal Tratoing Cmswmand in variose cstegories regaired for
the eedive group and roburgsd leter to selfridge. Yrainisg Coseand has
hesn - iven & Jdirective o btrain the wajority of personnel regnirosusn fur
the redlun srodp, and wpen gradustion will szendd them diractly %o “slfridge.
trel viduals who raguire gpunmery tralwling, except boubardiers and navigriors,
will e sant 4o Selfvidee dlrect fron lechnicsel Srelnine soboocls and then
Iader FLi1 So zant So one gufnery school of $he Tradnioe Sonsand whors thay :
#ill be put through in one or twoe classod,

3, fLda our anderglending that e L03rd is o be Jdlshanded alter
the 33nd Joves out, and ihe personzel wiil be steurbed by Selfridis or
digtrionted as Pirat fly Yovee Jsgires.

be Dwd5 Dirst pilets, sradusbed Droo the Traipding Jomsanmd w25
transi tion sahool, will be fully qualiflied under existing stendsrds s
St pradostes. oly the craaz of sach wioesnplne elsus al Tuskages will
ve sond o the Heed aohosl o order o iasure toadh only ihe besl sre Wrengie
tioned a2 Jirad pllots.

4 Yiftesn (15) telineen;ine gradustes are sow enrolled gt -atber Flsld
for whe S-dd traosiilon course, Iba suctessful zrsdumtes will be sant to ,
Jelirvidge o arrive aboub 25 Jaocuury Lidd. ]

6., Toirty (30) colored mavigalors are smorolled at tiomio, Texsds talkdng
the navigation course, and in «arch 1944 nicety (30) bozbardiers will Juin
them Lo leke the bombardier course. 4 ratio of 25 percent bonbsidier -
provision-navigators will be seinteined with 75 percent bosbardievs.

7. Auihority hag besen obkalned Tor the acbivelion of the msdlam Jyoup
by sgusdrong, or 25 & whole, on dhs Jales Jdesired by Flrat Mr voree. Tt 2ay
be organiszed on & slelebon dagis or by shtooksd one aguasiron &b & tine ag
gonditlons indicate.

Fe  dowblie catures. - any Duriber dloonssian.
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2 28 October 1943- s

oM

YMEORANDUM TOR MAJOR ROY H. CLARKE:

e SRR

BB, 7

Subjeet: Colored Training Program

pER T

1. The meeting called by Col lontgomery of the Office of the
Assistant “hief of Air Staff, Training, was attended today by Coloael
Montgomery, Major McTeague, and Ceptain Miller of Training, by Major
Barton and Captain Mclein of Progrems, by Colonel Barr of the FTirst
Air Force, and by the undersigned.

g b O Mo VA, " LB

o TS A

2. The {irst problem under consideration was that of the acti-
vation, manning, and training schedules of the Colored Medium Bomberd-
ment Group. The following are varilous asvects of the problem as
discussed in this meeting:

a. The inereased replacement rate for combat crews in active v
theaters from 15% to 20% a month places an immediate increased demand :
on the colored training system for replacement pilots. The availability
of pilote for medium bombardment transitioning is reduced accordingly.
Major McTeague,using figures of anticivated gradustions, demonstrasted
that with the present facilities at Tuskegee for cnlored aviation

cadet training a backlog of colored vilots for a medium bombardment
group will not be largze enough to begin overational training in 1944,
When the Training Command and First Air Force have met the increased
fighter pilot revlacement requirements, the expected graduations of
colored pilotes from B-25 transitioning are as follows:

January, 1944 11 July 0 i
February 17 August 11 i
March 4 September 11 ;
Anril 11 October 11
May 11 November 11

June 11 December 11 ;

b. It was also vointed out that the present training facilities
are inadequate to produce revlacements for both a fighter group and a
medium bombardment group in an active theater. There ig, therefore, an
immediate problem as to whether or not the Colored Program should be
indefinitely slowed up to the point where the present facilities cen
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Page 2

handle the training, whether a new installation commarable to Tuskegee
can be bullt or whether the training of colored alr crew personnel
from its initial stages in primary flying itraining can.be successfully
farmed out to white training stations. AL present the facilities

at Tuskegee are being used at o maximum rate and, according to Colonel
Montgomery, may not be further expanded.

c.. A difference in crew reguirements will exisgt if the
colored medium bombardment group is given B-25 H airplanes. This
airplane has a cannon mount and requires no co-pilot. An R&R is
now being written by Colonel Montgomery to the AC/AS, 0C&R, Require~
ments Division, through the AC/AS, Plans, requesting specific infor-
mation as to the requirements for equipment and probable change of
activation date and 0-Date for this group. An information copy
of the answer to this inquiry 1s to be furnished the Military Personnel
Diviesion,

d. A source of Service Pilots for the Colored Service
Group to be activated in support of the colored medium bombardment
group exists in the Civilisr Flying School now conducting primary
flying training near Tuskegee. Colonel Montgomery mentioned that
there are six very well qualified flying instructors who can be
comnissioned for this purpose. This can be done without injury to
the training program,

e. Another problem being faced by the First Air Force is
that of white command and staff personnel for the medium bombardment
OTU squadron. Plans and OC&R are being cuestioned on this point also.
As yet no one has determined just what white supervisory personnel
should go into this squadron,

f. The undersigned was questioned regarding the suoply of
colored aviation cadets to meet the Colored Training Program. Lt.
Col. Fitch should be contacted to find out what the present backlog
of accepted colored aviation cadets is at present. There should
also be examined the possibility of obtaining qualified colored
ground force and service force officers for ingrade training. This
problem of personnel availability was not stressed in the meeting
but deserves investigation. -
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ROY CLARKE:

The attached correspondence was
oted and is returned for your file,

The notation mede by Colonel
licCormick on this paper, I consider to

be a commendation end to which I add
mine.

L0

B. S. WETZEL,
Colonel, G¢S.Ce

PARTMENT
THE ARMY AIR FORCES

[INGTON
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he Colored Program

he following changes in the Colored
ssentatives of the following offices;
ivision, Air Crew Training Division;
squirements, Air Defense Branch,

zh; AC/AS, Personnel. The recommended
oresent personnel and training problems
red Program. The changes will be

ing Command is received,

lems: The 99th Fighter Squadron is at

Es for this squadron totaling approxi-
ing trained by the 332nd Fighter Group.
date set for 15 December 1943, Current
1d overstrength are 24 pilots, This
between 20 and 25 a month. This pro-
.lots needed for the Fighter phase of the
;he 332nd Fighter Group will be met from
id, the problem arose of assignments for
le.sses, Another problem is one of an
.cs to service planes for these surplus

i number of P=-40's to use in giving them

w- i m—cc—wewy ~eps were recommended for solving these

problems.,

a, Fighter R.T.U. squadron should be activated at Sel-
fridge Field, Michigan, 15 November 1943,

b. To provide aircraft mechanics needed in this Fighter
R.,T.U. squadron, mechanics will be transferred from the personnel of the
Advanced Flying School, Tuskegee, not to exceed 50 mechanics.

¢, The 30 August class at Tuskegee will be assigned to
B~26 Transition School, Dodge City, Kansas, to graduate 9 December 1543,

e pilots.,

It is pointed out that the B-26 transition has henﬁfofor transitioned only
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4/ RTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES

ADDRESS REFPLY TO

WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON, D. C,

WAR DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

- I |

B i o A
TN é : f’; 2 September 1943
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.: 7{15 A")
MEMORANDUM for General Bevans a Ey f’

Subject: Revision of the Colored Program

I, For your information, the following chenges in the Colored
Program have been recommended by representatives of the following offices;
AC/AS, Training, Technical Training Division, Air Crew Training Division;
Aﬂ/ks, Operations, Commitments, and Requirements, Air Defense Branch,
Bonmbardment Branch, and Programs Branch; AC/AS, Personnel., The recommended
changes represent an effort to solve present persomnel and training problems
facing the implementation of the Colored Program. The changes will be
effected as soon as approval by Training Command is received,

1. Summary of the problems: The 99th Fighter Squadron is at
present on overseas duty. Replacements for this squadron totaling approxi-
mately four (4) pilots a month are being trained by the 332nd Fighter Group,
The 332nd Fighter Group has its ready date set for 15 December 1943, Current
needs to bring this group to authorized overstrength are 24 pilots, This {
production of colored pilots averages between 20 and 25 a month., This pro- ’
duction will result in a surplus of pilots needed for the Fighter phase of the i
Colored Program, Since the needs of the 332nd Fighter Group will be met from '
pilots that have already been graduated, the problem arose of assignments for
graduates from the next four or five classes, Another problem is one of an :
insufficient number of colored mechanies to service planes for these surplus
pilots. There is also an insufficient number of P-40's to use in giving them
additional training, The following steps were recommended for solving these
problems.

a. Fighter R,T.U. squadron should be activated at Sel=-
fridge Field, Michigan, 15 November 1943,

b. To provide aircraft mechanics needed in this Fighter
R.T.U. squadron, mechanics will be transferred from the personnel of the
Advanced Flying School, Tuskegee, not to exceed 50 mechanics.

¢, The 30 August class at Tuskegee will be assigned to
B~26 Transition School, Dodge City, Kansas, to graduate 9 December 1943,

It is pointed out that the B-26 transition has he re trans1t10ned only
pilots,




Memorandum for General Bevans Subject: Revision of the Colered Program 2 Sept. 1943
(Cont)

d. The graduates of the 3 October class at Tuskegee will be
assigned to the B-26 transition school to graduate 11 January 1943.

e, A medium 0,T.U, Squadron will be activated at Selfridge
Field 15 December 1943 to which will be assigned the 30 August and 3 October
classes after they have been transitioned on B-26's,

f. The 403rd Fighter Squadron now at Selfridge Field, Mich-
igan manned with white personnel will remein there to supervise the 0,T.U.
training of the 332nd Group and the formation of the Fighter R,T.U., squadron
until such time as the R.T.U. squadron becomes self=-supporting.

9 g. Supervisory personnel (white) will be trensferred from
the Third Air Force to the First Air Force for use in the medium 0.T.U,

h. Additional classes of advanced flying training school after |
the 3 October cless will continue to be trained for single engine replace-
ments by the Fighter R.T.U. squadron, The graduates from the R.,T.U. squadron
will be available in February or March, at which time it is estimated the
first replacements will be required for the 332nd Group .

i, Technical Division, Training Command, will take steps
immediately to set up technical courses for those specialists needed for the
proposed medium bombardment group originally plamned to reach 100% strength
and begin operational training July 1944. As these graduates come out of ‘
i technical school they will be assigned to the medium 0,T.U, squadron, b

je Due to the additimal nine(9) weeks required to trensition }
on B-26 equipment it is estimated that the operational treining dete of the
i medium bombardment group will have to be delayed until around 1 September 1944, !

k. The Treining Command will be directed to trein pilots,
bombardier-navigators, and other specialists required to man medium bombard- f
ment group. It is contemplated that it will be necessery to train these i
specialists in white schools, Because of the small numbers involved, it is
impractical to set up special schools for such training,

l. The replacement requirements for all specialists for both
fighter and medium progrems when they reach overseas theatres will become a
part of the training program,

ITI. The responsibility of AQ/AS, Personnel in the implementation of
these changes is as follows and will be carried out by this Division:

g 1. Issue orders to assign 24 pilots, now surplus at Tuskegee,
L to the 332nd Fighter Group, Selfridge Field, Michigan,




Memorandum for General Bevans Subject: Revision of the Colored Program
2 Sept. 1943 (Cont)

2. Issue necessary orders to assign the graduates of flying
and technical schools in accordance with recﬁm.
TZEL,

Colonel, G, S} C.,
Chief, Milite®y Personnel
D1v131on.
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5 ORANDUYM TO:  Asst C/AS, OCR (Requirements Division)

Subjects CGolored Pilot Training

1, It is recommended that the following procsedures be used in the im-
plementation of the Colored Yrogram for Fighters and ledium Bombardment:

as Immediately assign the 332nd Fighter Group %he twenty-four (2&:) -
pilobs now at Tuskegee. No additional pilots to be assigned to the 332nd
Group until an RIU Pighter Squadron is activated,

b, Activate one (1) Fighter RTU.sSquadron at . Selfridge Field, Mich-
igan, on Kovember 15, 1943, .

“ c. ”’;‘60 vp;c‘)—vic,‘ie aircralt mechanics needed in the Fighter RTU Squadron
mechanics will be transferred from the personnel of the Advanced Flying
Training School, Tuskegee, net to exceed fifty (50).

de Asgign the graduates of the w Class at Tuskegee to B-26
transition school, Dedge Qi’ty, Kansas, to gra;iuat: ;B,eu;ember 1943 and be
assigned immediately theréafter to the Medium OTU Squadron,

e, Assign the graduates of the 3 October Class at Tuskegee to BeR6
transition school, Dodge City, Kansas, to graduate 11 (Jarmary 1944 and be
assigned immediately thereafier to the Medium QTU Squadron,

£. Activate 15 December 1943 Medium OTU Squadron at Selfridge
Field, Miechigan, |

& 403rd Fighter Squadron, now at Selfridge Field, Michigan, to
remain there to supervise the OTU training of the 332nd Group and the for

mation of the Fighter RIU squadron until such time as the RIU Squadron be-

g

/

comes self~-supporting.,




Y
. DRAFT = Colored Pilot Training (27 auvgust 1943) Continued,
he  Transfer supervisory personnel from the Third Air Force to the
First Alr Force for ;me in the Medium OTU.
i. Activate a Medium Bomb Greup of four (4) squadrons on 1 April

1944 for which the Medium OTU Squadron, previously activated, will act as &
. D)
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:

parent,
3. BSteps will be taken to immediately set up technical courses

for those specialists needed for the Medium Bombardment Program, Persomnel
will be provided for trainees as irainees at such time as arrangements can be
made to begin such courses,

2. A directive has already been issued to the Training Command to train
134 Twin Engine standard pilots and 67 bombardier navigators by 1 July 1944,
thereafter to maintain an attrition rate of 18 pilots and . ll bombardier navi-

gators per month. This program is in addition to the Fighter Program which

provides for an attritlon rate of 19 pilots per month fram the fraining.Com-.

wand,

¥
e aad

conferences

The following officers attended this

Colonel R, Montgomery (AFACYT) .

~ s
T b e WA R o T " o

it. Col. E. Hodgson (AFACT)
Major R. H. Clarke (AFFUP)
¥ajor W. I, Bartom (AFRPG)
Captain H., O. MeTague (AFAGT)
Lt. Col. J. B, League (AFACT)
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INDEX SHEET

FILE : 291,.2 Negroes

Date Kov 15. 1943

SYNOPSIS
From: Civilian Personnel Division
To: Office of the Secty of Var

Att: Civilian Alde to the Secretary of War

SUBJECT: Oivilien Investigation, John H, Jones

34 Ind

(o
Original filed under No. 333, %nv.




INDEX SHEET

FILE 291,2 Race, Negro Troops, WAC
SYNOPSIS
From: Air WAC Officer
To: Comnending General, Tirst Air Force, Mitchel
Att: WAC Staff Director
i
SUBJECT: Officers for Negro Troops, WAC
Ltr,
Original filed under No. 324,5 WAC

v

Date Nov, 12, 1943’

Field, New York
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Same Lettor séht o 2nd, 3rd, 4th,

\TC, ASC, ARG, TCC, TC, I Pighter,
TAGC, TGO

¢ Officers for Negro Troops, VAC

25
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12 November 1943

Comnanding General, Seconé Alr Foree, Colorads Springs, Colorado.

ATTRI™(ICNs WAL 3taeff Lireator

atbached for your inforration iz a copy of 2 recent decision of
the Var Depariment General Staff concerning oificers for WAC Negro Troops.

By command of General sRNCLD;

1 Incl
As stated.
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BETTY BANLEL
Major, WAC
Aly WAC Officer

¥attie L. Treadwell
Captain, BAC
Exeoutive Officery
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fubjeets Officers for liegre Troopsy VAC, ’

The Seeretorv of Yar dirscts:

1. That units and detachments compriving Negro WiC
personnel nermally will be companded bty Negro officers, TAC.

7o  That ¥hite oflicore, WAL, will be assigned to
comrand Negro VA0 unite only upon prior approval of the Yar
lepartment Tosed upon = determinetion as to whether Negro ofe
fleore are avallatle,

3s That where necessary, pending Var Departpent dee
cislon as te avallability of Megro YAl officern, Negro WaC
units pay be placed tewporarily under command of Thite TAC ofe
ficers,

/3/ G. P. ¥alker, Jr.,
f or ?ﬁo {;, ?E;{mf»;
EnJor General,
agsigtant Chief of taff,
o~y ey :‘}g{}i,
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INDEX SHEET

FIT7": 291,27 Nerro Troonrs

Date Nov. 12, 1943
SYNOPSIS
Ay RO Cfficer

Sommandine Genaral, First Adr Force, iitchel Field, lLiew York,

SURTTET: Officers for Nezro Troops, 1AC,

Original filed under No.

'_4112,4.0.
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FILE :  go1 p Negro |
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: - SYNOPSIS ‘ ,

b : From: Asst Chief of Adr Sta:t’f Operations. Commitments & Requirements
- : Progra.ms Division ~ .

H

* - Tor Asst, Chief o Alr Staff,. Materiel uaintenance & Distribution .
. Alr Enginzeer : ’
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INDEX SHEET

Datdlov,. 9, 1943
SYNOPSIS
From: g4% Adjutent General

To:  gar Departwent, General Staff, Operatioms Division, Atte Gol, Charles

W, HeCarthy..

Subject: Bishop Gregg's Trip.

2nd Ind,

Original filed under No.  000,3 Religion

Ave
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Locations for Colored Officer Personnel with Army Air Forces
X W

AFRPG/WIB/mi/'mm
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Attn: ( o%;»%a?-)

Pursuant to conference between Colonel R. R. Coursey, Gwl,
WDGS and Major We I, Barton, Headquarters, Army Air Forces s the
attached schedule lista the ultimate colored officer locations
in the Army Air Forces,

For the Commanding General, Army Air Forcess
Sigger
- MOy
Lte Cuion~s, Yotd. ks,
Assistant 833 4y Qlant Goueral,

1 Incl:
. Ultimate Colored .
0ff. Locations in Mepatohed
the AAF : 8 1.4 id3

A4
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COLORED PEHSONNEL #ITH ARMY ATR FORCED

Officer Locations How Set Up (Ultimate December 19LL)
{(Exclusive of Colored WAC Officers)

Total Rumber

£ G d
OVERHEAD MANNING TABLES (Conbinental U.Ss) Offzw;’gz;im
Alr Force or Command

34 Alr Forese 1
Lth &ir Force 3
Alr Service Gommand 1
Units Assigned to Hq, AAF 3
Training Command 205

Tobal Conbinental U. 3. Overhead 213

JACEICAL

TOTAL NO. OF COLORED OFFICER LOCATIONS

Type of Units “T70 Basis 25% Overstrength Aggregate
Tactlcal Service Units

Service Gp, Hq & Hq Sq 56 2 58
Service Squadron 2h k 28
Chemical Co. Air Operations k 1 5
Chemical Depot Co. (Awn) 2 1 3
Chemical Co. Maint. (Avn) 3 1 ks
Engineer Avn, Battalion 7h 6 80
Ordnance Co. Am. (Am) 6 2 8
Ordnance Depot Co. (Avn) 5 1 6
Ordnance Supply & Maint. Co. (Avn) 16 L 20
QM Truck Company (4vn) 120 Lo 160
QM Company Service Group (Awn) 10 2 12
8ignal Construction Bn. (Awn) 29 8 37
Signal Com: Service Group é 2 8
Signal (Heavy) Comstr. Co. (Avn) L 1 5
Signal AW Company 9 2 11
Medical Supply Flat. (avn) L 2 6

Total Tactical Service Units 372 79 Ls1

Tactical Combat Units

““Bomb Group (#) Hq 2l 0 2l
Bomb Squadron (M) 36l 0 36k
Bomb Squadron (M) OTU - RTU 67 0 87
Fighter Gpoup (SE) Hq 22 0 22
Fyghter Squadron (58) 206 0 206
Fighter Squadron (SE) RTU 63 0 63

Total Tactical Combat Units 746 0 Thé

Officers in Training or En Route

Grand Total
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INDEX SHEET

FILE: 291.2 DNegroes

Date 4 nov 1913

SYNOPSIS
From: Asst Chief %ir Staff, OC&R, Programs Division
To: Chief Air Staff, Management Control, kan Power Section

SUBJECT: Designations for Colored Officers to ve indicated in
Continental U.S. Overhead lamming Tables

R&R

Original filed under No. 320.); ™anning Tables
M.
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INDEX SHEET

FILE : 291,2 Negro Troops

Datelov 5, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Var Department Ceneral Staff, Fersonnel Division G-1
Washington, D, C,

To: Commanding General, Army Air Forces

SUBJECT: Officers for Yegro Troops, WAC

Memo

Original filed under No. 324,5 WAC

£




INDEX SHEET

291.3 Colored (race)

SYNOPSIS

The Air Inspector

Ass't, Chief Air Staff, Training.

Subjects Personnel for 96th Service Group (Colored).

Original filed under No. 200.3 Assignment

Ave




INDEX SHEET

FILE 291.2 Negro Units
o e—terepatbden  for Overseas llovement
Date NOV.2,'43
SYNOPSIS

From: Brigadier General, S. C. Godfrey U. S. aArmy Air
Engineer,

To: Commanding Officer, Second ¥ngineer Aviation Unit
Training Center Fort George Wright, Wash.,
SUBJECT: Overstrength for Units.Ordered

Overseas.
Ltr,
Original filed under No. 320.2 Stength

AMS




INDEX SHEET

Negro

tats Oct, 50, 1943

RIOPSIS

Frow. .asst, Chief of air S+aff, Operations, Comnitments,
and Pequirements = aircraft Branch

hgot, Chief of air 3taff, Operations, Commitments,
and Requirenents - alloecations Branch

Nenlacements for 99th Fighter
Squadron (Colored).

Original filed under No. 320,82 Replacement
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INDEX SHEET

291,2 HNegroes Colored Air Troops

sEcer—senadron

Date (Oct, 25, 1943

SYNOPSIS

hsst, Chief of air Staff, llans
The Chief of the Air Staff

SURJHCT: liovement and Employment of Colred
Alr Troops,.

temorandum

Origindl filed under No. 370,5 lovement of Troops

AlS

PATENTED

(o B G o "




INDEX SHEET
FILE : 291,2 Negro
SYNOPSIS
From: Asst, Chief of Air Staff, 'lraining, Technical Training Division
To: Asst. Chief of Air Staff, lntelligence, Attn: Training Plans
Division,
SUBJECT: Trained Personnel Requirements Air Corps

Colored,

R & R Comment No. 3

Original filed under No.

PATENTED

320,2

Requirements

AMS




INDEX SHEET

PILE: 291.2 WNegro Personnel

Date Octe. gl, 1943

SYNOPSIS
Major Betty Bandel WAC alr WaC Officer

Division V/AC

SUBJECT: Branch Recruitment of WAC
Negro Personnel,

D/Form

Original filed under No. 324,5 VAC

AMS




! INDEX SHEET

; FILE : <91, 2 Colored

Date

SYNOPSIS October 20, 1943
From: Colonel Max F, Schneider, 6,S5,C,, Deputy, The Air Inspector

e

To: ACAS, Personnel |

Subject: Survey Relative Affecting Contiions, Racial
Attitudes at Selfridge Field, Michigan,

f, R&R Cy, Comment #1,

Origindd fil .
riginal filed under No 333.5 Misc, Investigations.

®

PATENTED



INDEX SHEET

FILE = 291.2 Negro

Date 19 Oct. 1943

SYNOPSIS
From: Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Training, Technical Training Div,
To: Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Personnel.

Subject: Procurement of Aviation Cadets ( Colored )
for Ground Duty Traini-g.

R&R

Original filed under No. 221 Aviation Cadpts .

CL



INDEX SHEET

FILE
f Date 19 Oet. 1943
b . 4 SYNOPSIS , S e o
From: Assistant Chief of Alr Staff, Tralning. Technical Training Div.
To: Assietart Chief of Air Staff, Personrel.

Subjects Procurement of Aviation Cadets ( Colored )
for Ground Duty Trainirg,

R&ER

Original filed under No. 221 Aviation Cadets,
CL
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INDEX SHEET

291.2 Race - Enlisted Men (Colored)

Regroreialing Program

Date 0Ct. 18,'43
SYNOPSIS

Agst, Chief of air Staff, Training.

Comnanding General, army Air Forces Training Command,
Fort Worth, TeXas.

SUBJICT: Technical Training Rates
for Enlisted Men (Colored).

Original filed under No. 353 Training lisc

ALS
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e HEADQUARTERS ARMY A{R PORCES —
NO.
ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET Tt
HO.
o 0 i
[ /eaMpineNTIAL
SUBJECT® i;f’
TO:  asst. C/AS Training DATE 16 oot 1943
ATTN: AFACT-3 o T p———
FROM: Asst. C/AS, OCR (Requirements Division) B/L MMENT NO._3

of transmittal from AAFSAT with copy of confidential letter dated 4 Sep 1943,

subject: Disturbances Among Negro Troops.

2 Incls. MORRIS R, NELSON
Incl, 2 Ir Hq AAFSAT w/l incl. Colonel, Air Corps
Chief, Reqnirements Division

<
h}l i 558 B BE T PR 1N T ]
et ROMENGEEY LAl

llaj. R.A.Fisher/gf/6670

Forwarded herewlith in compliance with request set forth Comment 2 is letter

TG BT

e

Lo

VL

G

3-1109 A.F,

.
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z HEADQUARTERS ARMY A{R FORCES TaéLY —
s . ~ L
ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET —
7 ‘ ) NO.
/ VIS D G0~ DOVEIR=HTIAL
/SuBdECT 7 ~ 7
o Training of Sub-standard Individuals and Units
\— -
TO: Asst C/AS, Training DATE 15 Sep 1943
o
| i FROM: Asst C/AS, OCR, (Requirements Division) B/L COMMENT NO.__1 .

MajeRe AeFisher/hm/6670 «

Attached letter forwarded for action as deemed necessary.

W ~orde

1 Incl: LERVIN BE. GROSS

: Ltr frm Hgs AAFSAT subj Colonel, Air Corps
oy as abv Chief, Requirements Division

§

i
o
i

3

To: Asst. Chief of Air Staff, O. C. & Re (Requirements Div,)E/L 1 Oct 43 ;

From: Asst., Chief of Air Staff, Traininyg Comment No, 2
2 AFACT-3/C/ERB: jp
{ Ext 5003

1. Letter, Headquarters AAFSAT, File 291.2 dated 4 September 1943,
- was notv received in this Division. Request copy, if available, be ;
- furnished AFACT-3, Room 4 C 128, .

4 |

ROBERT W. HARPER,
QQ\Bng. Geheral, U, S. Army,

. ¢

1 Incl: n/c RS
, N ]

&
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%“V% poe

i
1
i
AP A A :
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3-1109 A.F.
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HEADQUARTERS
ARMY AIR FORCES ScHoOoOL OF APPLIED TACTICS
ORLANDO, FLORIDA CEF/  /eh-M

IN REPLY
REFER TO 291.2

v

SUBJECT: Training of Sub-standard Individuals and Units,

Commanding General, Army Alr Forces, Washington 25, D. C,
(ittention: AC/AS, OC & R, Requirements Division/rL,
ittention: Assistant Chiet of Air Staff, Training).

le In compliance with paragraph 4, letter, Headquarters, Army Air
Forces, uwashington, file ALF 291.2 dated 26 August 1943, subject:
"Training of Sub-standard Individuals and Units", invite attention to
letter Headquarters, Army #ir Forces School of ipplied Tactics, Orlando,
Florida, file 291.2, dated 4 September 1943,

For the Commandant:

BONDS

bl ottt e e e sxe T A RS oM O IR 1 DR L 50 1) e AR aralih ] Al oe S




CONFIDENTI AL

HEADQUARTYRS CEF/  /beh-M
ARMY AIR FORCES 5CHQOL OF APPLIED TACTICS
Orlando, Florida

5 Qctober 1943.
SURJECT: Letter of Transmittal.

TO: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, ilashington 25, D. C.
(Attn: Major Fisher (Liaison Officer)).

In compliance with instructions Cofonel Holden, AAFSAT, copy of let-
ter dated 4 September L3 inclosed.

For the Commandant:

1 Incl:
Inel 1 - Conf Ltr, dtd
9-L4~1,3, Hg AAFSAT.

CONFIDENTIAL

Bt e 2 b BT e ) it )




‘CONFIDENTI AL

HEADGUARTZRS
ARMY AIR FORCE3 SCHOOL OF APPLIED TACTICS
Orlando, Florida CEF/ /eh-M

l, September 1943.
SUBJECT: Disturbances among Negro Troops“.

Commanding Gneral, Army Air Forces, Vashington, D. C., Attention:
Chief of Air Staff, 0OC & R, Hequirements Livision, Attention:
Assistant Chlef of air otaff, Training.

1. In compliance with paragraph 4, letter, your Headquarters, file
291.2, dated 20 sugust 1943, it is reported that training of Colored troops
at AsFSAT is being carried out as follows:

a. Periodic drills and inspections are scheduled for Units that
have completed basic training.

b. Units that have received untrained replacements, are conduct-
ing basic training along with their regularly scheduled work assignments.

¢. Of the four Aviation Squadrons that require basic training,
two have been 1elieved from other duties and are pursuing the basic train-
ing program prescribed by the Commanding General, Army air Forces. at the
completion of this training, these units will take over all duties now
performed by the other two units, which will then complete the same train-
ing program.

2. Specially selected officers have been placed in command of the
units receiving basic training.

For the Commandant:

Ys/ R. H. Dunlap
R. H.,DUNLAP
Lt. Col, AGD
Asst. Adj. Gen.

CONFIDENTIAL,

U et in b Bt ot pilen S piin il it it 2 i e b il ot iy




INDEX SHEET

FILE : 291.2 Negro Personnel
DateOOt. 15"43

SYNOPSIS

From: Major Betty Bandel WAC Alr WAC Officer
To: Recrulting & Ind. Section - Director WAC ,
SUBJECT: Branch Recruiltment of WAC Negro Personnel.

D/Form

Original filed under No. 324.5 UVAC
| AMS
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Prosurement of”Aviation Cadets)(Colored) for Ground Duby
Training. s vomm o b e v

Commanding General, Ary Adr Forces, Assigtent Chief of Air
3teff, Persomnel, ATTN: Aviation Cadet Braneh, #ashington
25’ ‘;}I gﬁ

It is requested sscret letter this Headquarters, 7 October 1943,
subject es above, be disregarded and that Aviation Cadets {(Colored) be
procursd as soon es posmible in the following categories end numbers;
to be sent to Aviation Cadet Fre-Technies] School, 4rzy fir Forces
Zsstern Technical Training Command, Seymour Johnson Field, North

Caroling:

Enginesring 16
Armament 17
Communi cations 8
Fhotographic

. N
R 1
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INDEX SHEET

FIIE: 291.2 Negro

Date 13 oot 19)3

SYNOPSIS
From: Asst Chief Air Staff, rersonnel, ¥ilitary Persomnel Division
To: Asst Chief Air Staff, Training

SUBJECT: Technical Training Rates for Air Corps Enlisted Men
(Colored -June 1943 - August 19LL)

R &R

Original filed under No. 353 Negro Training

Me
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FILE : 291,2 Negro

INDEX SHEET

From: 7%

To: b 4

Date

Oct, 11, 1943
SYNOPSIS

Subject: South Pacific Theater Tentative, Disposition Anti-

Alrcrafts Units,

list,

Original filed under No.

320,22 Bnlisted Strength




INDEX SHEET

322, Units
370.5 COverseas Loversub of Troops

291.2 Yegro

Date 7 Cot. 43

SYNOPSIS

Asgb. Chief of air Staff, Training

Hanagement Control.

SUBJECT: Minutes of the ceting of the General Couneil,
Jnlér 1?’ 19&30

R& R Gomment Fo. 12,

Original filed under No. 337 Conference
RS

®

PATENTED




INDEX SHEET

File:s 291.2 Negro

Date g got, 1943

SYNOPSIS

Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Personnel.

Chief of Staff, Attention: Assistant Chief of Staff, G-1.

Subject: Officer Propstion Policies.

Original filed under No.
210,2 Promotion,

CL
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/A1th Ind. Vo armAT MRG/els
WD Hq Army Air Porees, Washingbon, D./0. 7 October 1943
i ~

H e
TO: Commanding Offlcer, 78th Avistion Stundron, Leke Chorles, Loulsians;
Commanding Officer, Camp Etonemsn, ofnian; and
Companding Officer, 985%h Adlr Base Security Battelliom, ATO é’él‘&iﬁa ogtmagter,
4on Troncisco, Cslifornia, IHL TURH. i%ﬁ

Por compliance with preceding Indoreement. Ta '833'”9‘3 -
By command of Cemeral ASNCLD: e

) E2) 74K

A Je Fo Re SCOPT,

i

ﬁﬁlﬁﬂﬁl‘ Jo Ae (s 330'
‘ {hief, Spec. Inv. Division,
2 Inele n/f Offioe of T pactor.

OFFICE SYMBOL N 5 6

SIGNATURE OF
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER

INTERNAL OFFICE
COORDINATION

* 16—20242-1 U S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1942
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AG 201. -10th Ind. (8-5 Wov. 42)
(12 May m)og- | | , "LDimce
Uer “epartment A.r.O., 5 October 19473

Thru: Commmndinp General, Army Awr Worces.

To: Comwpndlng Officer, 75th Avistion Squadron, Lake Charles, Loulsians;
Commanding Officer, Camp Stoneman, Celifornia; =nd the Commanding
Officer, 925th Air Base Security Battalion, APO #9913, c/o Postmaster,
Sen Fr»nc1qco, Celifornia, lﬁ;ﬁﬂﬁﬂ;

1. TFor zppropriate discinlinary sction against the -enlisted men nsmed
in vararraph 3a, b and ¢ of the preceding 9th Indorsement, with report of
action’ taken to accompany the return of these papers to this office when action
is completed.’

~ 2. The Commanding Officer, Camp Stoneman, California, will notify this
office by separate communication as to the date these peners. are transmitted
to the Commandlng Offlcer, Q?Rth Alr Bese Security Battalion.
By order of the Secrefary of War:

/s/ William T. Dinning
2 Inels n/c Adjutant General.




a. The Commandi ng Officer, 75th Aviation Squadron, Lake Charles,
Louisiana, in the case of Sergeant Dennis Cunningan, Jr., 1700001 2;

b. The Commanding 0fficer, Camp Stonemsn, C~lifornia, in the
casas of Corporzl Isaac Fotenote, Z6261986; Private First Class Bdwar
Vounehlond, 24410635; Private Arthur Roe, 74204683; nll of the Casual
“etachment, Camp Stonemsn; and,

¢. The Commanding Officer, 925th Air Base Securitv Battalion,
APO #9013, c/o Postmester, San Francisco, Califovnla, in the cases of
Privete Henry V. Mack, 37006803, end Privete Drniel ¥, Tenn, 13143062.

4, It is reunested that when these pavers shall have served their
purpose thev, together with conies of subseguent action letters in this case,

he trensmitted to this office for file. +
2 Incls : ‘ /s/ Virgil L. Peterson
Added: ¥IRGIL L. TETERSON,
Incl 2-Litr of 13 May 43 fr Major General,
C. L, Himel w/9 Ind & 32 Incls. The Inspector Generals,
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be By 24 Indorsemeént hereon, the names of the six identified.
enlisted men were tr-nsmitted to the Commanding Officer, 925th Ailr Base
Security Battalion, who, not having been furnished with a cony of the
original revort of investigation, caused another investigation to be made -
2nd then steted 1 naraeraph 3 of 4th Indorsement hereon thet no discirvlinery
action vas heing initiated against the two soldlers, Privste Henrv H. Mack,
37006507, and Private Dsniel X. Penn, 13143062, who were still present with
that organizetion, for the reason that any investigation then made at the
station of that organization "must of necessity be fragmentary and incomplete,
inasmuch as more than three months have elapsed since the occurrence, and
any of those vho were in = positicn to have witnessed the actions of the men
abovr reférred to during the disturbance are n~w in the Uni%ed States -nd
ere tharefove not accessible 10 anyone making such an investlgrtmon here,"

¢s In 6th indorsement hereon, the Commanding General, II Island
Air Command, APO #9153, concurred in the view that no asction be taken against
Privates Mack and Penn "at least until we have the ben~fit of the informatbon
contained in the Report of Investigetion made by III Air Force."

. It is observed that of the other four enlisted men named in 24
Indorsemen* hereon, Sergeant Dennis Cunningan, Jr., is now stationed at Lake
Charles Army Air Base with the 75th Aviation Sauadron and the  other three
soldiers are in the Casual Detachment, Camp Stoneman, Cslifornia.

2s as' The report of investigation made »t the present station of the
925th Air B-se Security Battalion shows with respect to Private Mack that
having mounted the tov of the cab of a parked Army truck and having undertaken
to address a crowd of soldiers gathered there, he failed to obey a direct order
of A commissioned officer to dismount from the truck and was forcibly removed
by two enlisted men at the ~irection of the officer; that he broke away at the
back of the truck and lunged toward thé officer as 1f to grab him (paragraphs 6a
and ¢, Incl. #1); that later =zt the Air Base he was hesrd in & large crowd of
snldiers urking that .they go back %o town and finish the fight; that, with his
fists as he talked, he reveateédly sezid, among other things, that he would take
the men into town and flnish the job pronerly because he was #n expert machine-
gunner (paragraph 6b, Incl. #1). It is considered by this office that such
action on the part. of Private Mack not onlv warr"nte& but requmred dlscinlinarv

action in his case. e . . - Do %

i be With reference to PriVQte Penn, attention is invited to the
answers 'to the following odestions in the testimony-dppended to the attached
report of 1nvestigatlon of 5 June 1943: Nos, 73, 102, 881, 888 and 919.

3e If is recommended that, for the purpose of initiating such discivlinary
action as may be considered to he appropriate in the cases of the respective
enlisted men named, these papers (to which has been added letter of 13 May 1943
from Cerl L. Himel of Lake Charles, Louisiana, to the Secretary of War, with
nine indorsements and three inclosures, including report of investigation of
5 Juike 1943 by an acting a<sistant inspector general at Head:uarters Third Air

Force) be transmitted, through channels, IN TURN, to:

( Sy

GO i I ik
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CMS/ped

250,1 7th .
c ostmaster, San Frrucisco, Calif.,

HEAD\UART¥RS II ISLAND COMIANT, APC 913,
7 September 1943

TO: The Adjutsnt General, War Depsrtment, Services of Supply, Washington 25,
D. C. ( . '

Attention is iunvited to Bth Indorsement,
For the Commending General:

/s/ Co Mo Shaw
C. M. SHAV

. 4 __ \ Coptdn, AGD
Inels n/c ~ : o S Asst Adj Gen
AG 201.2 " 8th Ind. BAR :mce

&
(13 May 43)0R-C ' «
War Department, A.G.0., 20 September 1943,

1

70

..

The Insvpector General.,

. For your information, attentim being invited %o narsgraph 9¢ of youé
4th Indorsement, dsted 26 June 1943, Pilev IC 333.9-925th Air Base Secutitv Bn.

By order of the Secretarv of War: .

' /s/ B. R. Hickmen
Ad jubant General.

1. Incl ‘
Strtements of Military Personnsl

16 333.9-925th Air Base Security Bn. (7-5-43) 9th Ind.
war Department, IGO0, 1 October 1943.

‘T0: The Adjut-nt General, War Department, Washington 25, D. C.

ls ae. These pavers relste tn investigntion of =n occurrence at Lake
Charles, Louisiana, wherein colored soldiers “rom Lrke Charles Army Air Base
participated in a nesr-rint, rep-rt of which was reviewed by this office in
4th Indorsement, 26 June 1943 (IG 333.9-925th Air Base Security Bn.), in
paragraph 9c¢ wvhereof further action was recommended with respect to six
jdentified enlisted men of the 8256th Air Base Security Battalion who appear
to heve been ringleaders or agitators during the course of the alorementioned
disturbance. ' ' :

Vo dedbalal o2k




" T0: Commanding General, II Island Command, APO #2013,

AG 291.2 Bth Ind. PMP/er=—
26 August 194Z% :
AEAD.UARTERS 925th AIR BASY 3WOURITY BATTALION, APO 913.

TO: Yar Department, Services .of Supplyv, Office of the Adjutant General,
Washineton, D. C. Thru: Command Channels

le 3Because this Headvuarters hac never received s formal report
on the investigation conducted by the Third Air Force, it was necessary © o
appoint aa investigating officer from this Organization, who carried nut the
investigatinn nn the enlisted men named in the 2né Ind,

2. Four of the enlisted men named in var..l of the 2nd Ind., were 2 eft
in Continental United States prior to departure of this Unit for overseass
service, as indicated in the attached report submitted by 2nd Lieut. Elw=xd4&
F. Yarborough, investigsting officer,

2+ No discivplinary sction 1ls being initiated against Private Mack
and Private Penn who are at present with this Organization, for the resscm -
set forth in var. 11 of the reprt of the investigating officer. If amy
evidence is contained in the investigation conducted by the officers of £ he
Third Air Force other than that which is contained ‘n the attached report ,
it 18 respectfully requestad that it be forwarded to this Headgunrters.

4, The officers from the Third Air Force conducted the investigaticomnm
of this cnse on the train while this Unit was enroute from Lake Charles,
Louisiana, to Camp Stomeman, Colifofnia. At the close of the investigat: on
and upon arrival at Camp Stonemsn, the undersigned inquired of the invest I go-
ting officers if they wanted to hol? any of the men for further investig= *>4ion
or dlsciclinary action, and was told that they had been unable to ~stzbl® sh
sufficient evidence which would place the resmonsibility on eny varticul =z
member of -this Unilt, - ‘ i ‘ .

/s/ Tred M. Pokorney
FRID M. POKORNEZY
Lt. Col., Infentx~=~
LCommanding Office =z

AG 291.2 6th Ind. -~ LBU/gb
HQ., II ISLAND AIR COMMAND, APO #913., 3 September 1943

. 1o Attention invited to 5th irndorsemént. ' .

‘2o ' éoncur in the Pelief that no discirlinary action should be tal=en
against Privates Mack and Penn, the onlyltwo of the six soldiers mentione & who
are at this station, at least until we have ‘the benefit of the informaticxz
contained in the Remort of Investigation made by III Air Force.

'/s/ 'G.. Ls Usgher

o G Lo USHHER,
o Brigs Gen., USA
Com-anding,




AG 291.2 2nd Ind. (S-26 Aug %)
(13 tay 40)0R-C AR imee

fop Depertnent, A.G.C., on Tul 1944,

G ommanding Officer, 925%h Alr

To: Lieut-ncnt Colonel Tred M. Pokoraer,
Mage Jecurity Battalion, ABO 2982, c¢/o Postuacster, San FTr-ncisco, frlifornia.
1. fThe names of the six identified enlisted me of vour Ratvalion
vho vere iunliecated in the distuvbance which tnok pleve in the colored =2rea
~% 1,ake Cw rles, Loulsianz on the nisht of 12-13 Mer 1943 »re as follovs:
Sedynte Arthur Rre, 34204672
Sergeant Dennis gunningan, Jr., 17000013.
Private enrv ¥, Mack, Z7006533.
Triveate Firet Clase Jénqrﬂ Youngblnod, 34410635,
Privete Dﬁnlel Y. Penn, 131430672,
Corporel Issac Fotennt, 25271906,
9, You arc divec cted to teke apnrorriste discivlinary action in the cases
nf +he cix men linted cbove and rake rennrt thevent to this nfflce.
By order of the Sepretary nf Ward
/2! ¥, B, Hickmon
Adjutant Cenerals
28,1 srd Ind. CHS/ jpb
Al UARTIRS IT ISLAYD CORIIAND, APO 312, 6 August 19243

o General, II Islen” pir Mommant, APO 913.

T ~ C 0:’13}1.”13.’1"’ i Chde g

For compliance v1ub paragranh 2, wreceding jndorsement.

By comrmsnd of Majnr fenersl THMPSON
/s] C. il Bhmw
G. I\io SHA;;‘
-pbtain, AGD,
Asst Adj General

K /ham

4th Ind.
7 Angust 1943,

Ty,, JFFICE NF AOUARDTY G GEY AL, I TST.AMD AID COLDIALD, a0 013,

T0: Commanding Officer, 925th AB Sec Bne., 1I I-1land Air Command, APO 913,
Tor complisnce with 3rd indorsement an’ remort o this hesdcuarters action
taken.

T command of Rripgadier General USHAR:
/s/ Florian Koch

FLORIAN KOCH .
1st L;., Air COTDS’
Asst Adjutant




y
EA
<
:
>

[/

(S~31 July 43)

EAR imce
! AG‘ 9}9102
(13 Mav 43) OBR-C 5 July 1943
SUBJECT: Disturbance at Lake Charles, Louisians, involving members ngwwﬂ,v
th%/QBSth Air Base Securitv Battalion. N P
~ - o S ;;;2‘/$” L
TO: Lt, Colonel Fred M., Pockorney, —— .

Commanding Officer, 925th Air Base Security Battallon,
APO 3982, c/o Postmaster, San Frsncisco, California.

1. Reference is made to the disturbance which involved members of
the 925th Alr Base Security Batislion and book place in the colored area
of Lake Charles, Louisians on the night of 12-13 May 1943,

2« You are directed to report to this office what disciplinary
action has been taken in the cases of the six identified enlisted men
of wour Battalion vho were imnlicated in the above-cited disturbance.

3. If such action has not been taken, you will take avpropriate
disecinlinary action in the cases of these six men and make repart thereof
to thisg office.

By order of the Secretary of War:

/s/ HE. R. Hickman
Adjutant General

AG 291.2 (17 July 1943) 1st Ind. FMP /err
HEADJUARTFRS 925th AIR BASE SECURITY BATTALION, APO 913, C/O Postmaster,
San Francisco, Czlif,

TO: War Department, Services of Supply, O:fice of the Adjutant General,

Washington, D. C. :

1. The matter referred to in basic communication was investigated on
the Troop Train while this Orgenization was enroute from Lake Charles,
Louisiana, to the Port of Embarkation. The investigating officers were two
Captains from the Headguarters of the Third Air Force.

2. In checking our files we find that there has been no report of
the investigation msde nor have the names of those involved been submitted.

%. It is requested that the names of the six enlisted men whose
identity is known, be forwhrded to this Headguarters so that paragraph 3
of basic communication can ve complied with. ’

/s/ Fred M. Pokorney
FRED M. POKORNEY
Lt. Col., Air Corps,
Commanding Officer

D e
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FILE : 291.2 Regro

Date Oet 6, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Asst, Chief of Alr Staff, Personnel, Military Persomnel Division

To: Asst, Chie £ of Air Staff, Training

SUBJECY: MHedium Bombardment

273,1 Pactics & Techniques

Original filed under No.




INDEX SHEET

FILE: 291.2 Negro

Date Oct. 5, 1943

SYNOPSIS

2 From:  Asst. Chief of air Staff, Training
To: Commanding General, AAF Training Command, Texas and

Pacific Building, Fort Worth, Texas.

SUBJRCT: Technical Training Rates for Air Corps
Enlisted Men (Colored), June 1943 -
August 1944, -

Ltr.,

Original filed under No. 353 ‘Negro chaining -

AMS




{'t"'

4 October 1943

VEMORANDUM Tor the Chief of Staff (Attention: AG/S, G-3)

2 A 3¢0
SUBJECT:  Negro Fighter| Progran
e
1, Discussion by
K32

1. In addition to the{99th Fighter Squadron, now in North Africa,
the Army Air Torces program calls for one training of three additional
colored fighter sguadrons and a medium bombardment group (Tab "aM),

2e The olloug of the 99th Fighter Squadron had the benefit of
extraordinevis, vae.vugn training (Tab "B"), Their ground and air disci-
pline, their ability as pilots and thelr general conduct, prior to being
intorduced into combat with the enemy, were all of the highest order.
Their combat record, however, has fallen far short of the standard of
white fighter units possessing much less training and operating identical .
equipment under similar conditions (Tab "C"), Experience with this unit W
can lead only to the conclusion that the negro is incapable of profitable ~\J
employment as a pilot in a forward combat zone, \Q;

TI. Action recommended

The Secretary of War directs that: %\

l. The attached letter (Tab PD") be sent by the Chief of Staff to the \{\}

President,

LO031. | - ¥
2. Bubjeet to the |President's approvals ﬁk%k\ai
a. The 99th Fighter Squadron be reassigned from the forward combat eik

area to the rear defense area, %k

2

b. The three additional colored fighler squadrons be assigned, )

upon completion of their training, to a rear defense area, thus

releasing white fighter squadrons for movement to a forward :
combatl area,

co. T.e proposed activation and training of a colored medium bome
bardment group be cancelled.

For ths Cowranding Teveral,
In ls. ) , L
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“erih nlrien sinoe Ph Loawil 1okl s Will Dguwowe the Fourth sousdron of
Wiie prveus wwn Lty avrival ie the Pwaler, o solorss L W 2 R T
Frudivon 1o W be petdwates «t eifridge tield in forvesber b Lraln
18 reclunemsag pRIOE Ry wunbh for bie 14%ng ST,

Lo osedium bonbarbwnt sroup (o he srrudpord with
wwdpte ) Lp cohwbiled te be sedlvates in foril of 19k thie group
will e d Be trsined g Ay for eonbad uotil aprroninately Jrnusry
E.  + wpaiuwa bombar L Ple’ 14 apuadron wiil be acsivated Lo

Cevambar 1903,

s Thers wve aboubt %50 solared pilet tralssee {incluaieg
abrat 22% soliege pindenta) sarrently underyeing ihetrootion alk
Tughegew, sl-bawe., Leven Yp-phven vhite of flenrs {of sham LY are
Pl7iag »?Clceve)} wre reguired so Bupport the solersd srogrem ad
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LmaNmaniaid s assistant Chief of Air Stalf, | lenc

Bathieats hoyzen Fighlar Peogran,

o 23t Flonter Sowdron.

de  The F9%h Hegre Plghter Syeadron was activated 19 March 1941
and on 8 augusl 1342 the responsibility for training dhis undi was glven to
the Third sir Foree, st which time it was explained thal the 99ih wes e~
pected Lo go oversang on or abuout 1 Dotobsr 1942,

2. Gtaralng Grders oo this unib wers lasued wany VVises and thay
yore rosclnded sz uany times due be Status Heporis slwarys slabing thal the
unit wes not sufficlently trained for one reason or ancther. This ws papre
tizlly due o an lusuificieni aumber of P-hi sireralt aveilable st =)l
times and to loability to find eapabls personnel fo train for the various
duties. Thiv wndi required ihe supervisory porsonnel of the Third ilr
Poree from § August 1942 until Lt wenl oversesas in Aprdl 1943, or a total
of elght sonthe; uherses whiite unlts enly require thres zonths? Ureining.
he reguirecents {or supervisory personnel have been cogpletely out of
Jrogorbion Yo the resulis seidlevad,

1.

Jaand Kegro Fighier Group.

1. Tiis group wes activaled 1 August 1942, but because of the
trouble experienced Lo trednlug suffliclent personael (o periors their proper
duties, this group was nol o start unit tralning until 1 July 1%43.

2, This unlt actuglly begen oporstionsl traiming about 15 Aupust
1943, at whieh tiwe 56 was fully equipped sith P=40 type alreraft. Due to
the incresss in saphasisz on P=47'8 and curtailment of P-4 production, this
unil wms sbout Septesber lsb redesignaied a P47 Group. Howevel, theu dif-
ficulties of retraining sechanics to radial type enginss snd retewining
pilots to fly fe-47's, it was decided to re-equlip with P=4l's,

3. later Alleosstions sdvised that P=40%s would not be avellable
in the Theatrs for this groop so & change was sade to F=-397s, However, &
new Lend-Leass sgreccent dlsposed of a Pleek of P39%s oulb of vhich this
praup wae o be eguipped,

Le AL the present time this group is epuipped with hall PeiOts
and half P=3%'s, the balance of P=39%s to be delivered about 10 Qetober 1943,
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16 teplesber 1943

Rl Ty Ganbat oI Ticlensy of e Y9th righier Bguadeon,

G mujor eneral J. K, Manmsn, Sh, veputy Unemander,
weriliesd Sfrignn Teetlesd Alr furee, 470 FEIF, 9a0, wruy.

o ke v Jume 128k, 1981, 1 teox cesownd of dhe XI7 adr Suppert o owmend.
fith one of the Ureups seslined o e Uossand was the PPth Y Lighier Squadpon,
smiah [ visdied quirg Ireguently, Thelr Ucewandlng «{figer, Lt, Uel, Lavise,
rortlenlarly lugressed me. Un ehe dey of the PPthYs flived snocunter with
eneny abrgralt, [ hsposnad W e on the alrdrose ond wae wary somllsentery
arel mateurszloy e bhe persdonel 5 wedt. 5% that hine soe of ths colovred
surressenienis seked we 1F 1 Ueught Yere should be 4 eslored group, agd I
angrgred o the affeed theb 1 gewm np reascn why lhere should not be suely a
groag in the serr Matare, Himme thal duy, I weve copgered the operating
effetiegy ¢f the 90 Tlghter Sgoedron with el of & wiltes fighber sogueires
optrabing in the sepe proup sad with lhe seme tyoe of sgulipsent, & ouote
frow a repsrd by an s iosr w2 heg Sesn iz the best mosliien to abservs
pareially the work oY the $0Uh Hguwurern over 1te enblyre cowbat peried:

"The grwund $iseipllse snd avllily te accomplish and exsouie srdsrs
sreapbly are axsellent, Alr diseipline 2es 0% besn cwmpletely satislsobory,
e 2bilisy o wowvd sad Fight as o teax bes nob yot besn soguired, Thelr
fersation Tlyine hes been vory ssbisfushory wetil jwsped by swemy sirerafd,
ahean e squedren sesey W diedintegrate. This has repsatedly bben browght
S the stlertlon of e Sgwmdren, but aliepie bo eorrest this defisiengy
ge fur vave wen wnfraibiul, Co eme purtiewlar soomslon, & 7Right of twalve
JU @', =itk sm estert of tix WE 109P's, was obsayvsd W be bembing
Famtelloria, The $9th Sqwadron, lnstesd of pressing home the stiack against
the boubers, allowed thesselves to besons engs ed with the Li9's, iTne solb
has shown & lusk of sg.reselvs epirit thet 4o vecesssry for o wallesrganised
fighber syumdron, on peonerous inebanses shesn asel sed o dfve bowb a mweified
target in which the sptlealroraft fire was 11ght end Loacourate, they chose
the serondary targed whish wae undefended., On ome ooeamion, thay were sscipoed
a mission with oo spuacron of Shis Trenp to bomb a terge: lo ke e of Italyy
the $34h btormed baok befere the rosshing of the targed begauss of the weather, The
siher sguxiven sent on $o the bargel snd prassed homs Yhe stlaek, Ax latap
gobslantiated, the eenther was conpldered sperational,

" to the pressnt mowsest, the Pk Squadren sverasee aphrasimetely
3% sortiss pec pum, Thely opernbticns slope bel g plated of soubsd duky rave
boen woaelderatly sssfer thas pand eperstions due 3o 1he meture of the tactiesl
sibastion, Hosvwsr, the Sgoadron Uomsander of the 99th reguested during the
batble of Slsily %o be ramoved fros operstlone %or » perisd of thres days,

TAB ugw:-
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D0 T Combat LOTlsissey of the FP4h Slgbley Ggeadron,

apg longer 10 woeslblis, The reescn glven see thad bhis pllate were suifering
Frog sLlobis Fatinus., fhe Sgwmdron's Sergesn gubaitted s sediesl vapord
Shasin, twt the dlods ol e J90h shordd be restved froe coxbat guby
Sepuuss of the siremses snn rlpareas seadiifone uoder whieh ey ssd besn
snsrevhiqfe 0 somsmriann, She pilate of bl veup hed 3o pversge of
sgoreximately TO sertiey and ke beon bo operailons for alne cunblmuecus
Bstrbdit e

Mramed so ibe serfsrasoss of the ¥9th A ighier gusdros W dele, 3%
iv wy opiol. 5 Wad thay are 2wb o) e Clghiing ehliber of any squedran in
this .roup, Lhay have Falled W displiay wm sggressivensas ond deplrs
for ooubat thab are speessary o u Ureteclase Plahbdng orgesdisstion, 7%
mby M oxpegbod et de wlll gol Jess word ond Zees speratlowgl Mae oub
af the $9tn Flgider sguecdren then way agussron lu this Jroepe”

l

2. A0 e presend bee the 9% Lguedrsn da over in e Faples ores
heoanse beere is Lasmf?iadent rosm on the TehO flzld on which e slavs then,
% is our istention Lo Wring hen ints the ares sy sy &8 sneop 8 aveilabla,
g alae brougdht foresrd tme Joalcsflve droops leos sgadrens bheesses of lsek of
BRGEE

e sherbly belore the Heples speratlon, a redlegras xewe to e stating
thasd Lbe Tole vawly had bewn mwlscbed fo refura to the Unibted MMatee e
pomenl & selatzd grows,  Alihosgh with the wnewledge el In turnlny ihe
epmaand of the JPuh Sousdron ever to the uext reaking of flesr whe would ot
apprassl the slerderd of Levis, & refileved Usrle for bis rew asciynessd,

e ' mamy dlecusslens held wigh of Mloers of il professiong,
lesloeding sedlssl, the comssnsus of bolulon swens W be Bhek ihe negre Sype
nas ned ihe poeper refleses o sake b firsteclass, figbter pllot. Ales,

o vapld soves thel must e s pard of this Comsawmd, housing swd wesoinsg
d1f7lenliles ariss beoswe the ddme has not yel wrrived shen the shite and
golores solilers o#ill rewe 2% the seds ftable and sleep i the sase barresks,
lip detaiis in thie connsetion have bean breubt ood becsuse 1t le desired
Bt sdeinisteative Yeutruss ot be p ogard of tals raport.

e 1 belleve Lt wmyuls be suh bebier to ape gn the P08 to the
Bartvmest Afvicen Uenslal sir Pores, egulp 1% w#itn P39's ind cake the
pregent Pehi's svallsble o this Cgsewnd ap veplacesenis ToF the astive
pparabicas still %o cowe n thin thedter,

be 1t io recoppended b if aoe shen s oulored group fx forsed As
the Undteg Habss, 1% be rstaived for elther the cosbers or wegiera defense
pone Sne & whdte fictder growp be relesssd for novemnt oVeYesss,
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Thr Cemmendinl Uoneroel, Horttessd Afvrlewnr clr Yores, 400 850, UeDe tuilVe

Io “he philote of siw $0<h 71 bber Cumstvm fall well below the staadard
I pilo e o other Flxbier euusdrsss of BHle Uoosand in the Jedlewliag
sabozoriogs
fe They wre ot uspor W suzade In opobats

S

e Shey leoh nigressivensts.

Ry

e ThOY S0 806 poscesa and ebim wwmble e acgulre the will to wim
or % resoh the oblReiivee

do They do not pusssss e stardns or Isebing sunditios of the pliess
6 uwe Tihied smnirms

#s  AlWBough axeellent pliste Wmy seon wpable S Plght 46 o tham
wader elnurce

8«  Uhe pilohs of the with Plghber Suumdron avs no ouletending
sharasheristies is whish they engel in wer tw pllote of other squadprons ef
i G




e 4
St ipd
Bkt WA T AFTTUAR ATH POD.E, AP0 800, Tal. dpefy 10 loptesber LOWY
Thy SuErwesilos Generel, Srey ALE fartvo, wnshingien, e fa
1. viuse she areiyel of She 884 Slger supee ron o Siis
theater, 1 ve pwtssnlly Uepeuies She ww%mmm suwaral

afuwse Thore Da bess me gmatlos of dhedy crewd dlssipiioe
aad Shelyr mesvel condiobe 10 e beob oesilonde

Be Yum provensing Sew for osded aetlon they wers given
e Densfiy in owr trsinies suebes of W supervision of ine
sirucSors with wuch sudnd saparionoe. Ty wors precssssd
inwe sonbald setion very sarsiullye

wrusrdioy thle ropert with Nl zenflidense i

s fairpais gf%s%m m@wﬁxmkgmﬁmﬁm S entons pad (0fe

Younes I Fosl Yk ue ss@am bBae boen Lofeuduoud fubo thde
baokproud of Sraining Ghen il by te




The President
The White House

Dear Mr., President:

The 99th Fighter Squadron (colored) has been in North Africa
since 24 April 1943, The personnel of this first colored sir unit
were carefully selected from the highest type of negro youth., Prior
to movemmnt overseas, they were given a total of eight months'! unit
training in this country, under specially selected instructor personnel,
ingtead of the three months'! training normally required, Their ground
and air discipline, their ability as pilots, and their general conduct,
prior to being introduced into combat with the enemy, were all of the
highest order,

After arrival in the theater of operations, they were processed
with unusual care for entering initial combat, They were indoctrinated
into combat procedure under the guidance of an experienced whibe group
with identical equipment, at a time when the tactical situation was
decidedly in our favor and under living conditions as favorable as
field service permits,

I have just received from General Spasatz a careful report concerning
the activities of this §quadron to date, This report reveals that in
actual combat, the negro pilots fail to display the aggressiveness
and lasting qualities that are vitally necessary for a first-class
fighting organization., Under pressure of enemy attacks, they permit
their formations to disintegrate. Frequent and earnest attempts td
correct thiése deficiencies have been without success,

It is my considered opinion that our experience with this unit
can lead only to the conclusion that the negro is incapable of profit—
able employment as a pilot in a forward combat zone, We are therefore
proposing to reassign the 99th Fighter Squadron from the forward combat
area to a rear defense area.

The Army Air Forces program provides for three more colored fighter
squadrong in addition to the 99th, The training of these three squadrons
is already under way and should be completed by the end of this year.

The Air Forces program also provides for a colored medium bombardment
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group, to be activated in April, 1944.

In the light of our experience with the 99th Squadron, we are
proposing to assign the three additional colored fighter squadrons
to rear defense areas, upon completion of their training, thus releas-
ing white fighter squadrons for movement to forward combat area., We
also prapose to cancel the proposed activation and training of the
colored mecium bombardment group,

Your approval of the above proposals is respectfully requested.

Faithfully yours,

Chief of Staff
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WAR DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON

2 Uctober 1943
" OKANDUM to Generel Hall
SUEJ®CT:  Nerro [fighter Frogram

1. In accordance with directive to prepare a revised draft of
letter to the President for the signature of the Chief of Staff,
subject "Negro Fighter Frogram", a revised draft is attached,
together with draft of covering memorandum to the Chief of Staff.

2. I urgently recommend that this entire subject be reconsidered.
Every country in this war has had serious troubles in handling dis-
affected minorities. Up to the present we have been rather fortunate.
To recommend at this time any action which would indicate the relative
inferiority of the colored race would be really "asking for it". After
all, very little is involved. One squadron, leter four sguadrons, may
not be as aggressive or as effective in combat as an equal number of
whi te squadrons; however becsuse of their small number they cannot
possibly make very much difference in the war effort one way or the
other. Perheps leter on, if they were given a chance wnder white
leaders, they might do a great deal better. Can we say they are any
worse then the Chinese, on whom we have spent millions: or the lexicans
or South Americans?

3. The loss in combat efficiency through their utilization is all
out of proportion to the probsble loss in productive effort st home,
whiich may result in bringing this subject to a head now. Race riots,
strikes and cries of "discrimination" would surely follow the wide
publicity such action would receive in the yellow press.

4. Further, [ feel that such a proposal to the President at this
time would definitely not be appreciated by him. He would probably
interpret it as indicating a serious lack of understanding of the
broad problems facing the country.

5. In my opinion, it might be far better to let the entire matter
drop, without writing any letter to the President.

E. O'DONNELL
Colonel, Air Corps.
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Yritten 9/30/43

The President /
The ¥hite House . ,

Dorr Hr, Presidents !
/

The %@th Fighter Sgusdron has been in Forth 4Africe since
4 Arril 1943, | The personnel of ihis unit wers versfully sclscted
from the orssm ?f negre youlh, From the laception of the progran
to train negroep for combat flying duty, 1t nes hed the finest traine
ing pospibls to\give it, The ulacst gere hes been teken wiih the
ggusdron o offard the negro the opportunity to prove himself in sir
fighting sand toug esrn the pight to grester pertleipstion in actusl
corbat.

Toere is\sb benfl & particulerly disturbing report besed
on twsnty-eight socNdes ger pilot im ine thester. It ds reporied
thet the megre plloti lsok sggreessivensss, ere not ssger to smgege
in cowbat, lack the piysieal atemine of white silots and permit
their forastions to diginlegrate wnder .ressure of snemy abtlicke.

It i8 my copsldered opluion that our experisnce wilh the
negro in serial combyt cen lend only to the conclusion thel the negre
iz incapsble of profiteble exployment in tecticel wnite of our Adr
Forces. Simee emplgyment inm such “uits 1s the objeetive of all air
orew training, ferther training of neprows thevefor should be dimcop-

1

tinned, \\\\\\\

I am therefore asking your approval of the disesntinusnee
of negro pllot trsiningy the iosobivetion of exiuiing negro Alr Ferce
combat units) the refurn to the United Stetes of Alr Poree eolered
pombat persoonel now abroady sud the adeinistrative dispesition of
negre personnel asslgped o, or destined for, Alr Foree combat unitisg.

Faithfully yours,

Chief of Steff
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291,2/1055 5th Ind.

HRAD ;UARTERS BASTRER

. DEFENSE COILIAID, Governors Islaad, Ylew Tork 4, i1, ¥, i

! i

TO: Commanding General, Army Adr Forces, Uashington 25, D. C. §
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291.2/1055 3rd Ind.

HEADQUARTERS EASTERN DEFENSE COMMAND AND FIRST ARMY, Governors Island,
New York, L, New Yorke.

TO: Commanding General, Air Forces, EDC and First Air Force, Mitchel
f Field, N. Yo
¢
Request 2nd Ind be clarified and indicate number of colored gfficers
desired for training as Speciel Service Officers, Air Base, Selfridge
Field, Michigen and Oscoda, Michigane

By command of Lieutenant General DRUM:
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- ) . P Sy

. P ' er .
- y e SRR PR P, s Comaend ard v e w o e
' Tog Oemoupding Goene’, geotesn Deles v wom o0 Lol o

ol
A g ot A

b }g ﬁ?‘ “%%fh g

3

R o \1
4 A%
SR

fiia K
Ee;uﬁkﬂ. " ,%’i&w*} Ea ; e E L P 3
i L R S Tl ey R e v b e L T o
HQ, FIRST A B, 5
¢ nGT {94
TO: Commanding Genersl, Eastern Defense Cormend and=pfisstfeRy, Governors
N Island 4, New York.
(
%

1. The present need for ceclored Special Service Officers at Army Air
Base, Osccda, Michigan, and Army Air Base, Selfridge Field has been taken
care of locally.

2. Request made in 2nd Indorsement is hereby withdrawn.ﬁf;?

For the Commanding General: -
P @
o 4 GARRY,
1 Incl. n/c dele 21, 4,6, D,
ad,0tent Genetals
CONFIDENTIAL
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850 291.2/1055 1st Tnd.

HEADQUARTFRS EASTFRN DEFENSE COMMAND AND FIRST ARMY, Governors Island, N.Y.,
30 August 1943.

AQV . To: Commanding General, Air Forces, EDC and First Air Force, Mitchel Field, N.Y.

Incl: n/e %4

1 SUBJECT; Use of Negro Officers in Special Service Activities.

291.2 (26 Aug 43) 2nd Ind.

l HQ ATR WORCES, E.D.C. AND FIRST AIR FORCE, Mitchel Field, W.y. = oF

] Tos, Commanding General, FEastern Defense Cammand and First Army,
l Governors Island 4, New York.

raining as opecial Service Officer to he assigne

!
& , %gqxgggt cglored offlceleth physical educatwﬁ
. ’%" Selfridge Field, Michigan and Oscoda, Michigan.

{ E For the Commanding Generals: : ——7
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rd  CONFIDENTIAL .

TR CORPS
PMENT
ﬁ/:‘t'ON, D.Cs
/ WAR DEPARTMENT
;.4 A i __;: ] 9 b
WASHINGTON 26 August 1943 -
2 7 o
SUBJECT: Use of Negro Officers intfgisiigwserviggmgctivipggs}% wd & N
D
TO: Commanding General, Headquarters First Alr Force, 139 y
Hitchel Field, New York A
THRU: Commanding General, Headquarters Bastern Defense Coumand, o
Governors Island, New York e
5

1. Attention is directed to attached copy of War Department let- "™
ter, AG 291.2 (12 Aug 43) OB-C, dated 21 August 1943, subject as above.

2. Special service program planmning should include provision of
comparable facilities and activities for Negro personnel in proportion
to their numbers and needs. Obviously preferential treatment, which
might result in criticism from either white or colored personnel, will
be avoided in administration of special service activities.

3. This headquarters will take necessary steps to provide
trained Negro special service officers in response to requisitions from
your command.

For the Commanding General, Army Air Forces:

s

ROBERT C. JONE

Colonel, Air ;

1 Incl. Chief, Specia}Service Division

AG 291.2 (12 Aug L3) OB-C, Office, Asst Chief of Air Staff,
21 Aug L3, sub. as above Personnel

© CONFIDENTIAL |




CONFIDENTIAL

WAL DLPBRTHINT
The Adjutant Genersl's Office
Washington

2912 (12 Aug L3)0B-0 21 fugust 1943

EAf vmoe

tse of Hegro Cffigers in Speciszl Service Aectivitiss.

Cemsanding Yenersl,

Army Alr Farces.

1. Eegent ilnspoctions sul surveys cundueted at various
camps and stations where Hegro troops are located show that, in
ganaral, 1ittle or noe considerat:on has been given to ubtilizing
Megre officers in etnnectisn with speclsl service activitdes.

I% has been roporbed that some of the graduates of the Hchool for
speeizl Serviee sre nobt belng asslijmed to those duties as eonbome
zﬁlﬁ»t’i@& »

2. wualified Hegre officers on full or part time basls could
b of preat assistance in commectlon with athletics, entertainsents,
soelal events and in other sctivities arranged for Negro parsounel,
gud to keep the commanding ol Ticer ajpraised of the pulse, temper,
and morale of ithe Wegro troops. It Is obvious thet only gqualified
and guitable officers should be assigned to these duties.

3¢ The assignment of steff officsrs and assistands la, in
general, 8 function of command; and there is ne intention by the
far Department to intevfere with this prerogative, It is, howgvaer,
a responsibility of command to employ the personnel available to

bring about the highest possible degres of efflelency, contenkment,
and wmorale.

Le Commanders of all echelons of poomand will give this
matter sypropriate consideration,
By order of the Secretary of VWar:

/8/ 4. R, Hiclman

Adtutent General.

r CONFIDENTIAL




With reference to paragraph la(l) of inclosure #l to basic communication,
ot believed advisable to initiate unit training programs, inasmuch as all
personnel have been transferred to the Technical Training Command. The

isolated cases of disturbance caused by sub-standard individuals can be

justly and legally dealt with without discrimination.

4

For the Commanding General:
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Air Forces
Fort Worth 2, Texgh 1 0CT joag %

i
s ]

Aneral, Army Air Forceg, Washington, D. C., ‘

izsistant Chief of Ai# Staff, Training,

ted to lst Fndorsement, It is the interpretation of ?

this Headquerters €hat’wse~£;o {sions of paragraph 1 a (1) of AAF 291.2, ;
Headquarters, Army Air Forces, 28 August 1943, subject, "Training of Sub- e @

standard Individuals and Units," are not applicable to this Command, as it — o
trains no units as such, With regard to individuals insufficiently trained
according to the standards set out in the cited training standard, the prom= %ﬁ i
visions of paragraph 1 a (2) thereof will be complied with, s

FOR THE COMMANDING GEN
Incls - q/b

] HiLLs .
¥ Colonel. A G, 1y, - i

s Adjvtant Generalf, :
¢ ‘-




. HEADQUARTERS
4 ARMY AIR FORCES FHEMEXTRAINING COMMAND

) In reply FORT WORTH, TEXAS
refer to: ;), 7 // 2} 18E
S UED 1949 i
SUBJECT: Training of Sub-standard Individuals and Umits ° ¢

TO : Commanding General, Army Air Forces Central Flying Training
Command, Randolph Field, Texas,

Attached is letter for your information and compliance with gll
provisions pertinent to your Command.

321

4f CUMMAND OF MJIOR BENTRAL YOUR

i *rr( 0 18
1 Incl
Cy WD Ltr, dtd 28 Aug L3 WL

Subj: Tng of Sub-standard ;

v, I H. HILLE

Individuals & T ,
Uniij o 1r Colondd, A. G. D. !
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HQ., ARMY AIR FORCES CENTRAL FLYING TRAINING COMMAND, Randolph Field, Texas

L7 QUD 104
Té:g éiéﬁbné§¥égGeneral, Army Air Forces, Washington, 25, D. C. (Attention:
Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Training). THRU: Commanding General, "
AAF Training Command, Texas & Pacific Bldg., Fort Worth, 2, Texas

L R S IR S

1. In compliance with paragraph 4 of letter, Headquarters, Army Air
Forces, dated 28 August 1943, file AAF 291.2, subject, "Training of Sub-
standard Individuals and Units", information is submitted that this Head-
quarters initiated a survey to determine conditions within this command of
the racial situation. It was found that the racial situation in this command
is generally very good and has caused no real problem. Attached as inclosure
#2 is a copy of confidential letter, this Headquarters, dated 11 August 1943, .
file 291.2, subject, "Negro Troops", directing that all station commanding !
officers conduct regular weekly inspections and initiate such action as to
comply with directives on this matter.




. WAR DEPARTMERT
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON, D. C. (AFACT)

28 August 1943

AAF 201,2

SUBJECT: Training of Sub-standard Individuals and Unitas,.

TO: Commanding Generals,

All Air Forces,

All Independent Army Air Forces commands
Commandant,

Army Air Forces School of Applied Tactics,
Commanding Officers,

All exempied Ammy Air Forces stations.
(In continental United States).

ls. a. Because of a preponderance of low grade personnel, unusual mental
attitudes of persomnel, and for other reasons, certain units of the Armed Forces
have not progressed satisfactorily. For units of this {ype, necessity clearly
indicates a need for extended training programs with special emphasis upon
discipline., It is therefore directed that appropriate commanders of the Army
Air Forces take zotion as follows:

(1) Extended unit training programs will be prepared and estab-
lished for such units immediately. Inits to receive extended training will be
formally designated as such. In designating these units reference will be made
to the special training program employed and to the time required therefor, in
order to prevent their commitment before they are properly prepared. As a
major part of these special programs, discipiinary training will be intensified
and emphasized.

{2) At basic training centers, individuals who do not display the
proper jttitudes toward military diseipline during the regular basic training
period will not be made available for assignment to units until they are suffi-
ciently trained in this reapect.

2, Officers selected to train these special units will be carefully chosen
more so than for ordingry trajning assigmments. Only competent officers who are
known to possess the proper mental attitude and who are known to have ability to .
enforce military discipline among groups of this type will be assigned. No
officer who by mental attitude, intelligence, training or enviromrent is prone
to0 condone inherent weslnesses in these troops will be utilized during their
basic or special unit training., After a unit in this category has demonstrated
the proper state of discipline a gradual substitution of officers whose back-
ground iz similar to the troops may be effected,

3. The provisions of this directive will be applied forcefully, justly and
legally, based upon the real sources of trouble, and without discrimination
against any race or group. '

-1 - L~221, AF




tag
ot

L. Bvery commgnding officer concerned will take personal cognigzance of
the gituation within his own command. Commanders to whom this directive is
addressed will report to this headquarters, (attention: Asaistant Chief of Air
Staff, Training) the action which they have taken to carry out the indtructions
contained herein,

By command of General ARNOLD:

/s/ FRED C. MILNER,

/t/ Fred C. Milner,
Golonel, A. Ge D.,
Adr Adjutant General.

DISTRIBUTION:
As indicated plus
all Hq. offices.

A TRUE GOPY:
O w8

W. W. BEASLEY,
Major, Alr Corps.




HeADQUARTARS
ARLY AIR FORCES GULF COAST TRAINING CENTER

Office of the Commanding General
E=-12G5-1ml

Randolph Field, Texas
11 August 1943

291.2

SUBJCT: Negro Troops

TU ¢ Commanding Officers, All Army Air Forces Stations
(AAFGCIC) less Army Air Forces Gunnery School, Laredo,
lTexas, Army Air Forces Gunnery Schools, Matagorda
lsland and Peninsula, Texas, all Contract Flying
uchools and College Detachments.

1. Attention is invited to letter, Headguarters, AA¥ ‘rain-
ing Command, dated 22 July 1943, file aAl 291.2, subject same as
above, lst indorsement thereto, this Headquarters, dated 28 July 1943,
and inclosure.

2. It is desired that regular weekly inspections be con-
.ducted by post commanders. During the course of these inspections
Commanding Officers should never hesitate to compliment, criticize
or correct if the occasion demands. Troops must thoroughly under-
, stand that their commanders are deeply interested in their train-
: ing and welfare. It is felt that the frequent appearance of
‘ these commanders will be beneficial and will result in a more
thorough understanding between troops and Commanding Officers.

3. It is directed that necessary action be initiated to
insure strict compliance with the above instructions.

4. This Command has had only a few scattered incidents
of trouble with individual negro soldiers and it is my desire
that this record be continued in the future at all of our stations.

/s/ G. C. BRANT
Major General, U. S. Army
Commanding
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1gt Ind.
WD, HEADUaRToHS OF aduY AIR PORCE3, RNashingbton 25, L. C., 1 Qotober 194d.

T0: Commanding lensral, Army Alr Forces Training Command, Texas & Pacific
Building, Fort %Horth, Texas.

1. sctention is invited te TWX to your Headquarters on this subjeet
(copy stbacned).

2, Directive is being sent to all Commands from this Headquarters
te screen colered personnél under the provisions of AAF Regulation 50-12,
daged 10 sepbtember 1543, to secure persocsnel to neet bechnical school
guotas, it is plaoned that colored enlisted men found qualifisd for
technicel school courses will be reported direct to your Headgquarters
by the Commands concerned and that men so reported will be called by and
as reguired by your Headguarters to [ill techniocal school quotas.

3, Ilnformabion received from The Adjutant General indicates that
10,324 cvolored enlisted men were shipped to Army air Forces Besle Traine
ing Centers during the month of September. Shipping schedules for
colored enlisted men to Bmsic Training Centers for October, november
and December call for approximately 8,500 per month,

4, The GCT cocurrence rate for colored personnel is as follows:

Class I 2%
Class %I 3.6%
Class III 13.56%
Class IV 47.8%
Class V 35.0%

5ince the ccocurrence rate is 17.2% in Class I, Il and ITI, it is be-
lisved timt the satimete that only 10% of this personnel are qualiried
for technicel schools is counservative.

By command of Ueneral ARNOLD: c4la g f
IR P
IR R N ST
- g0
T. ¥. BELSHE {930
Lt Colonel, Air Corps o

Chief, Enlisted Branch
Office, Asst Chief of 4ir Staff,
Personnel
Incls Cy of THX
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LIRMAIL

‘ COMMARDING G2 BroL

Aty nIR FURCHES

T e P T v
k s f i T
Wl Lo T s e C 0

el Rrnd o b T
STadf, TRAINLING

I

ATTH:  A3ST OILEF OF Al

1. LOFEIDVCE I3 "aDE TC SECIED LETTER, YOUR HEADGUARTERS, 3U3JBCT:
MPACIYTOLD TRaTLIRY RTSS PO AlR CORPS BHLISTED WMEN (COLORED) JURTS 1943 -
LUIUST 1vda,™ DATED 3 LOGUST 1vdd. Ti FLOW OF BrLISTLD wIN (COLORED) TO
TS COMYEND RECEIVED IN JUNS, JULY, nBD »U3UST IS KCI 3UPFICILNT TOQ IIET
XEGUIASNENT 3 FOR ENLISTUD (COLORED) THCHNICAL TR.INESS. [T FOLLOWTNG I3 x
Trw A0TUal NUTBER CF SNLISTED MEN (COLORED) RECEIVED 1K BIC'S, TPIS COMrskD:
JUNE 159
JULY 1123
KUGUST 1146
PT0UGH 11 SIPTENBER 1943 NIV 33 ENLISTED MiN (COLGRED) WERE RECEIVED IN
B43IC TRAINING CENTERS FOR TFAT "ONTH. OF THE 2409 EXLISTED MEN (COLORED)
charv‘ SETAELN JUNETE ©OUGH ALUGUST 1943, OWLY 107 HaVE BEEN FOUND QUAIFIED
FOR ENTR. CE IWTO TECHNIC.L 3C.100L.
o OF TUE FLOA OF 1262 BNLISTED 14N (COLORED) TO THI3 COMukD, RECEIVED
IN JUNZ anD JULY 1943, DMLY 36 QUALIFIED FGR RaDIC O/EReTOR MiCILNICS £1D
R.UT0 WECHEANICS COUKSE BS3INFING 20 SEFT EVBER 1943, TRAINTHG RE.UIREVRNTS OF
ERLISTED “En (COLORED) FOE RO =MD XY 3CFCOLS BEGINNING 29 SEIENBER 1943 LRE:
144 ROW  AlD

Nl

40



:%35’ »

Message Form to T3, AAF rer. 2 cont'd.
OR & TOTAL OF 184.

S. IT IS RECGUESTED TFAT SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF QUaLIFIED ATRCCRPS +3SIGNED
EMLISTED HEN (COLORED) BE rROCURED FROM .IR FORCES alD COM xADS TO FILL ROM AND
R SCHOCLS AT THp FOLLOING STATIONS IN THE NUMBER IKDICATED:

108 R4DIO OPZRaTOR WECHaNICS TO 3COTT FIELD, ILLINOIS

40 RaDIO MECHANIC3 TC TiaUX FIELD, WISCON3IW
THESE TR.INEES SHOULD aRRIVE AT SCHCOOL INDICATED nOT LATER THAN 27 SEPTEWBER 1943,
4, IN VIEW OF TEE FuCT THAT ONLY AFPROXIMATELY 10% OF THE BNLISTED MEN !
(COLORED) sXE FOUND QUaLIFIED FOR TECHNICaL TRAINING, COLUMN ONE OF THE
YOLLOWING PERSONNEL REQUIREMENT FLOW CH.RT 3HONS THE NUMBER OF ENTISTED MEY
(COLORED) REQUIRED BY TFTS COWMAND TO FULFILL TH® DIRECTIVE OF SSCRET LETTER,
YOUR HEADQUARTERS, SUBJECT: MIECHNTCAL TRAINING RATE3 FOR AIR CORPS ENLISTED

¥EN (COLORED) JUNE 1943 - AUGUST 1944 ,"

RECRUITS REQUIRED TECHENTCAL SCHQOL
TO ENTER BTC REQUIREMENTS

COMFLETE BTC

NUMBER DATE aCTUALLY D.TE NUMBER REQUIRED DATE
REQUIRED RECEIVED TOQ ENTER
1840 JUN 139 SE lg4 SEP
4680 JUL 1123 ocCT 468 0CT :

13910 &UG 1146 NOV 1591 NOV

8490 SEP * 33 DEC 849 DEC

12420 oCcT -- JAN 1242 JAN

8480 NOV -- FEB 848 FEB

210 DEC —-- MaR 2l MAR

* NUMBER RECEIVED TFROUGH 71 SEPTEMBER 1943

SEORET
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Message Form to CG,

IT I3 REQUESTED TYAT THE NUMBERS OF ENLISTED MEN (COLORED) LISTED IN
COLUMN CHNE, ABOVE, BE

BE FURNISHED TEIS CCMMa
IN COLUMN TWO,

YD DURING TEHE

IN ORDER THAT TECHIIICAL SCHOOL TRaINING
ENLISTED MEN (COLORED) MaY BE MET,

5,

MCNTHS INDICATED

UIREMENTS FOR

REQUEST TFIS HBADQUARTERS BE ADVISED OF ACTION TAKEN

OFFICIAL

Allen B, Black

ALLEN B. BLACK
Major, AGD

Assigtant Adjutant General
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INDEX SHEET

From:

291.2 Race-Negro

. DateSppt 550. 1943

SYNOPSIS

Chief, Service Organization Bfanch

Commanding General, Atlantic Overseas Air Service Command,
Hewark Air Base, Wewark, K.J,

SUBJECT:

Ltr,

Conditions at Kewark Air Base

Original filed under No. 333.5 Misc, Investigation




MEMURANDU TOs
Subjects

I. gi}?‘hh Fighter 3Jquadron, ~d :5 e

Assistant Chief of Air 3taff, Ilans

Negro Fighter; Programs
' PR S

1.

AFACT/L

28 september 1943

The 99th Negro Fighter Squadron was activated 19 iareh 1941 T

and on 2 August 1942 the responsibility for training this unit mas given to
the Third Air Force, at widch time it was explained that the 9%11 mg eXe

pected to go overseas on or about 1 October 1942,

2.

Garning Orders on this unit were issued many times é.na iﬁé}'{ T

were rescinded as many times due to Status Heports always stating that the

unit was not sufficiently trained for one reason or another,

tially due o an insufficient number of P-40 aireraft available at gll
times and to inability to find capable personnel to train for the various”

duties. This unit required the supervisory perscnnel of the Third Air

Foree from 8 August 1942 until it went overseas in April 1943, or a total

of elght months, wheress white units only regquire three months? “training, "‘“{

The requirements for supervisory personnel have been eomplete&g sut of

uroportion to the results aehievad.

IX. 332nd Negro Fighter Group.

ey

1, This group was activated 1 August 1942, but b&cause cf ’t,he ;
trouble experienced in training sufficient personnel to perform their proper
duties, this group was not to start unit training until 1 July. 1943,

2,

ey ‘@N_.__g

This wnit actually began operational training about 15 August

1943, at which time it was fully equipped with P40 type aircraft. g, Ed
the increase in emphasis on P-47's and curtailment of P-kO production, t

unlt was about Seplember lst redesignated a P~47 Group.

However, thru dif-

ficuliies of retraining mechanies itc radial type engines and retraining
pilots to fly P-47%s, il was decided to re-equip with P-40's,

3.

Later Allocations advised that P-40%s would not be available

in the Theatre for this group so a change was made to P-39%s, However, a

! Lo
;.

(AN 1B
Central Wiles Cony

ey
RA—— N A

- - PR Or e T
S i SO P r R bt o

wig‘

o w“é

g\i@ﬁ%ﬁ

A A I KNSR Al sl e 22 5

\ new Lend-Lease agreement disposed of = bleock of P-39's gut of which this
group was to be equipped.

At the present time this group is equipped with half P-/0ts
/ 07 and half P~39t's, the balance of P«39's to be delivered about 10 Qctober 1943,

This was par-

. 2
e




SN SF
Qi h .-QQ;SL’BV

>,
WL Jils

Vemo to asst /A3, Flans +, 28 Sept 1943

This sroop will require three months afier recelpt of full guots of Fe391a
to be prepered for commdtment srd cannot, under these circumstances, com-
plete its tralning on the proposed date of 1 Decessber 1943.

5. This sroup has required the full time duly of one white syusde
ron to supervise lis tralaing, which is a luwary not afforded siallar whlte
units, This training has also seriocusly interfered with pllel replacement
progran due o ctanging alrplanes twice in lhe H,1T.U. system in order te
standardize squijment in the group.

5OSERT We RARPER,

Brigadier General, U. 5. dowy,

hssistant Chief of a4ir Staff,
Training.

10 copies carried Col, Forrest nllen (Plans)
by hand 2/28,/43

SEGRET

-
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INDEX SHEET

=02 ss_9bth Service Group

H %:: W}
291.2 Negro

Date Sept ® 2’7 9 * 43

SYNOPSIS

Agst. Chief of Air Staff, Operations, Commitments
& Requirements.

The Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Plans

SUBTECT: Status of 332nd Fighter Group and
96th Service Group and 332nd Fighter
Control Squadron (Colored).

Hemorandum

Original filed under No. 319,1 Status Reports

ANS




e HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES TALLY
ROUTING AND R‘EE@@% SHEET :};E
7 X32a OTH. \.
SUBJECT:  j tsemtion of@m Fighter Squadron (SE) (Colored)
To:  Asst C/AS, OCR (Allocations and Programs Division) DATE 8 Sept 1943
FROM: Aggt C/AS, OCR (Requirements Division) COMMENT NO._L_

Lt Col Perry/ah/5992

1. The 99th Fighter Squadron (SE) (Colored) is now in combat overseas and
requires normal squadron attrition. The 332nd Fighter Group (Colored) is committed
overseas as of 15 December 1943, At that time the Fighter Pilot Replacement (Coloreh)
requirement will increase to approximately 16 pilots per month,

2. No'Replacement Training Unit (Colored) has been previously planned to ful=-
£i11 this requirement., At present, it is believed that a Fighter Squadron at nor-
mal T/0 strength of enlisted personnel will be sufficient, However, to meet the
requirement of two month's training, a total of 36 trainees will be required which,
considering necessary instructors, will bring the squadron to 24 pilots above T/0
strength., .

3. It is requested that a Fighter Squadron (SE) (Colored) be activated at
Selfridge Field on 1 November 1943, to be organized under T/0 1-27 dated 1 July
1942, with an additional authorization of 24 pilots (SE) (Second Lieutenants).

Fighter & Air Defense Br, ..¢ (2 %}ER/?IN E. GROSS
* .t // Colonel, Air Co

i e —

70 s ACAS, OC&R, Requirements Division DATE: 24 Sept 15@
MNM//
FPOM:  Programs Branch, ACAS, OC&R Comment No, 2 S{)
TWB/lal 71089

Necessary action is being taken by this office to authorize the activation =~
of the *553rd Fighter Squadron as regyested above. ({\3

M |1

(/r((c/ Leoe
*Negro personnel BYRON E. BRUGGE @,xf?
D "'ﬁ“”' Colonel, Air Corps
Datohag b

oy, LR 3 943

¥

NI ~ e
! . SECRET Wf‘““”ﬁ" Wﬁ@é

PAGE ‘ 3-1109 A.F.




INDEX SHEET

File: 291.2 Negroes

Date 24 September 1943

SYNOPSIS

Agsigtant Executive, Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Personnel,

Commanding Gemeral, Army Air Forces Training Command,
Texas and Pacific Building, Fort Worth, Texas.

Subject: Officer Promotion,

1st Indo

Original filed under No. 210.2 Promotion Officer.

CL
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AFTCO-R
ST/ ep /72795
22 Sept. 1943
: ST 2D~74300
A 18-5003
185993 4th Ind,
WD Hq Army Air Forces, ¥ashington, D. C. m2 grp jyds
Tos Aasistant Chief of Staff, (-2, Ver Deparitment Ueneral Staff, Washington,
D, C., Attention: Chief, Counter Intelligence Group.

Reference request for informastion sontained in lat indorsement. Atten-
tion is invited to 3rd indorsement,

FPor the Commending General, Army Air Forces:

ROY H. BOBERC

Lt. Colybtr C}orga

Chief, Counter intelligenee Division

Gffice of fsslstant Chief of Air Steff,
Intelligence

- bt

24 ind. dtd 8 Sept. A3, to 0G, CFTC, Randolph Fld, Tex., fr Chief,
CID, Office of AC/AS, Intell. on basic 1ltr dtd 28 Aug 243, fr ASF,
Hy, Fifth SC, to Asst. Chief of Staff, G-2, WD, Yash,, Do, subj:
"Macial dnvestigation by AAF." . . A g
(2D-74300, file #18-5993) / S et
%
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; 2rd Ind. 2B-ag
H~ A3F CEUTRAL FLYING TNG COMMAND, Randolph Pield, Texas, Office of the
Assisbant Chioll of 5.aff, A-2, 16 Septembsr 1943.

}
TO: Assistanti Chief of alr Staff, Intolliigence, Readmarters /rmy Alr
Forgns, #ar I}&}ﬁp&rm&iﬁ;, Washington, D. C»

le ﬁefereme is made to letter ®ar Department, Headquarters

Army Adr Far#es, AAF 261.2, 1 July 1943, Subject: "Negro Troops".
Further refgrence is wade to letter Army Air Forces Training Command,
22 Ay yﬁgﬂ, Subject: “Nagro Troops,® copy of which is inclosed for

ready refergnce,

2,; Pursuant to above references, this Headgquarters desired a
genersl rgeial situstion estimalte at its stations and in the ismediate

vicinity of its stations in order to determine future poliey,

'3« Basic conmunicalion 1s in errer where it states in paragraph
one that an immedlate investigation had been ordered by this Headquurters,
Atteched is copy of letter, this Headgquarters, & August 1943, Subjech:
YRaéisl Situation Revort,! whersin it wae requestad that a statement of
the racial situation at sach station and in the immediate vieinity there-
of be sulmitted to this Headaquarters,

Le Tt is the belief of this Headjuarters that each of tho Command—
ing Officers ol its stations and his respective S-2 are cognizant of the
general situation in his cormunity.

5« This Headguariters and iis stations are fully cognizant of the
Delimitation Agreement between MID, ONI and FBI.

For the Asst Chiefl of Staff, p-2:

W, B. MAGNESS
Lt Col, Air Corps
Fxeo 50 of 8,42




CONTEI

HEADQUART SRS
ALY ATR PORCAE TRAINING
CORIIALD
FPORT JICRTH, 2, THXAS

RA4E/eg
22 Jul 43

3URBJ4YCT: Negro Trcops

T0 Commanding General, srmy Air forces Gulf Coast iraining
Center, Randolph Field, Texas,

<

1. Attention is invited to letter, Headquarters, Army Air Forces,
14 July 1943, file AAT 201,2, subject as sbove, copy of which is inclosed
for veady refersnce.

2. Tt is desired that Yaragraph 2 of reference letler be s trictly
complied with and that every effort be made to locate and eradicate any
conditions which might ultimately lead to racial disturbances,

\
<

By command of *gjor General YOUNT : n

/s/ I. K. Yedding

I. ¥X. BEDDING

lst Lieut. AGD
Assistant Adjuvtant General

1 Incl
Covr 1tr Heg AAF,
14 Jduly 1943.

CONFIDIZINTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL
CoPY
HEADQUARTERS
ARVY ATIR FORCSES GULE COAST TRAINING CENTER
OPEICH OF THE COVIANDING GENERAL
RANDOLPH FIZLD, TEXAS

28/bl

& Bugust 1943,

SUBJUCT: Racial Situation Report.

TO Commanding Officer, ALl AAF Stabtions and Debach-

ments, “ncluding Cnllege Tmining Dotachments, AAFGCTC

B

1. Besausc of recent riots of a racisl chrrafter, and
since disaffection among negro soldiers continves to consit—~
tute an immediastely serious prohlem, this Headquarters,
desires to have an up~to-date stotement of the racial situa-
tion at vour station or in the immediste vicinity-of your
station. <Lour lntelligence Officer has heretofore been
informed relative to raking proper reports concerning this
subject and method of trensmittal of such reports and the
distribution of same.

2. It is directed that this Heéadguarters be furnished.
throush ntellisence channels a statement of raeial situation,
this report tobe forwarded directly to the Assistant Chief
of Stalf, A-2, Bhis Hesdquarters, to arrive not later than
15 August 1943. begative reports are. required.

he

By command of “ajor General BRANT:

-~

FRANK J. COLZMAY,
Colonel, G. S. C.,
Assts'Chief of Staff, A-2.

CONFIDENTTIAL
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INDEX SHEET

mehine Gunners

FILE : 291,2 Race, Regro

Date Sept 22, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Asst, Chief of Air Staff, Training

To: Commanding General, Army Air Forces Training Command, Fort Werth
Texas - ‘

SUBJECT: Technical Tralining Bates for Air Corps Enlisted Men

(Colored ) June 1943-August 1944

lst Ind

Original filed under No. 363 Negro Training
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CONFIDENTIAL

G35« 0 4%h Ind, SR-rlw

Headquartoers Army Ailr Forces Tralning Command, Texos & Paclfle
ruilding, ¥Yort vorth 2, Texas,

P0s The Adjutant General, wWashington, De C. (Thru: Commsnding
General, Army Alr Forces).

1. %he conclusions and recommendantions of the sttached
Investipgation are concurred in, excepting paragraph 20,

2., It iz the opinion of this Headquarters that the
letber i3 not an attempt to incite racial feeling, but
rathor the result of a frustreted deslre to be accepted by
the local cltizens ng an egual,

3¢ ‘e report of the investipation is not as complete as
desired. However, in view of such probable results az relreshing
the idea in the ninds of those colored troops of their disliked
localbion, encouwraging the attitude to complain of alledped
recial discrimination, and the requirsd time of persomnel and
expoenge to the govermment, it is consldered inadvisable to
direct a supplemental invegbipgmtion.

4. Tvery effort is being made to glve proper considsration
to colored tyroops within the Training Commends,.

1 Incl.
kpt of Inv. {(dupl)
{2 coples WD by AAPTC)

GONFIDENTIAL
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I Q.M

pOUEIDENTIAL

1st Ind.
)? War Department, 7GO, 16 Augcust 1943
To: Commanding General, army iir Forces Training Command, Tort Worth, Texas.
For investigastion and report.
By order of the decretzry of War:
S/ H. R. Hickman

Ldjutant General

333.8 24 Ind, 5%/hn

Headquarters, Aray Alr !emas Praining Gommand, Fort Worth,

Texas.
21 auG 'aay

To: OCommanding General asntm Teohnical Training Command,
#55 m‘fgﬁnmg st. mas 8, Missouri.
For complisngs with lst Indorsement.
B;( COMMAND . . . " Eiai YOUNT:

ALLEN B BLACK

Magor, A D
4. fv‘" < Assstunt Adweraot Genegal
FAS . I
AG 201,23 3rd Im%- S cg?\ Ls/12

HEADQUARTERS, AAFCTTC, L55 Lake Ave., St. Louis (8), aéq., I, Septesber 1943,
70: Commanding General, Texas and B‘miﬁ:e smaing, Wi‘- Borth (2), Texas.

1. The investigation directed b;f 1st Tnd, prmp&ing was made by
Golonel R. G. HMiller, IGD,

2., Report of Investigation, in quadmplicate, i& attached hereto.

For the Commanding ﬁemrah : 4 7o¢ j

2 AT 5 s

", m? s oo ddn L S K
Rpt of Inv. (quad) gﬂ; H SR
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IMMEDIATE ACTION

WAR DEPARTMENT

‘

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE (8-16 Sept 43)

& 291.2 e

(16 Jul 4,3)03 -G WASHIMGTON

9 September 1943

Subject: Alleged discrimination ageinst Negro soldiers of the
85th Aviation Squadron, Sioux Falls Army Technical
School, Sious Falls, South Dakota,

Commanding General,
Army Alr Forces Training Command,
Fort Worth, Texas,

1, Reference is made to lst Indorsement, this office,
AG 291,2 (16 Jul 43)0B-C, dated 16 August 1943, on the above
subject, which requested investigation and report,

2, Report is desired as to the status of this case,
The action directed therein will be expedited and papers returned
to this office with the least practicable delay,

By order of the Secretary of War:

Y B Lo A o Y B 3
‘f’,;;, &hg‘:.ﬂ(‘v HAE o % ‘:g‘ﬁ 2r 4R pe
L LE AL, o L S

s g@ﬂ’f‘i

. ” @ : ,“‘,Y‘ﬁ

AN S S e wE T

Headguarters Army Air Forces Training Command, Texas and Pacific Bldg.,
Fort Worth, 2, Texas. iy SEP_1943

TO: The Adjutent General, Weshington, D. C., (Thru: Commanding General,
Army Air Forces).

1., The correspondence referred to in basic communicat@on received
13 September 1943, =nd is forwarded under separate cover this date.

For the Commanding General:
CHFSTER R. KEOY

Captain, AGD.}

A mK\ Assuistant Adjutant a» E
j,

A B

P

. M. C. Form 3536 (Old Form 483)
Q MApproveu Decexmber 1, 1923

IMMEDIATE ACTION
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GONFIDENTIAL copY

July 16, 1943

The occasion for me to write you or anybody about anything per-
taining to racial conditions has never before arisen. Because the situa-
tlon has evolved into somcthing ugly and vicious and because it is domestic
I find that my sanctity, as well as those who are my immediate buddies, can
be alleviated somewhat by your participation in bringing about a hoped for
change.

I am a Negro, born and raised in the God-blessed land of New York
and Jersey. I say God-blessed because it is that and more. That part of
the country raised me and led me to believe that, even with its limit-
atilons and stone-walls that a man of my race is apt to meet in his impreg-
nation of a democratic policy, I could live like a citizen. I was never
made to believe, nor did I think, that because I was a Negro that I was
something to be laughed at or scuffed, especially while wearing the uniform
of the United States Army. Nor, might I add, have I ever came in contact
with any form of administration as undemocratic as the Army Air Forces has
instituted on these grounds at Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

I am a member of the 85th Aviation Squadron stationed at this field.
e have lived here since September 29, 1942. At the time of our arrival
we were raw recruits fresh out of Fort Dix, New Jersey. ¥We were more than
willing to learn the manuals of war in order to serve to the best of our
ability this country who we thought needed every single one to share in the
suppressing of those war-mongers on the other side. It took us but a few
weeks to find out that our life on this post and in this town was to be so
heart-breaking.

The “egro population of this town is so low that it really is no
help st all. There are about 350 Negro soldiers on this {ield. That is a
situation that anybody with good sense and a knowledge of sociology would
avoid. But they, those who have the power to do so, didn't.

Vur problem lies in recreation and discrimination. We are allowed
to frecuent any of the movie houses in town. But we have just two places
where we can' eat. One is as large as a corner hamburg shop and is run
by a Negro woman who tries her damndest to make up for the hate that we
have for this city. The other place is a lerge bowling and shooting gal-
lery. It is run by a New, who, in the face of all the pressure brought on
by the southern soldiers and the few civilians who know us just through
tales, refuses to discriminate. We can drink in just one place. That is a
club, run by a Negro, that is as large as a good sized filing cabinet.
Whenever we invade the premises of the other taverns and restaurants we
are told in unmistakable £nglish that our presence is not wanted.




BORFIDENTIAL

That is a hard nut for you or anybody to crack. Especially when
those places are in most instances nothing better than slop-houses. Then
to bring on more injury, whenever someone lets those people know just what
they are they face a good night in the guard-house,

Suppose you went to a movie and sat down only to have those sur-
rounding you get up and move to a different part of the theatre. Could you
stay there and really enjoy the picture? That is exactly what happens too
often. It gives me an impression of the white man that is too vile to
print.

Then too, you can be walking the streets minding your own business
when some white, usually under the influence of liquor and having a yen
for some fun, will ridicule you in a manner that brings tears to your
eyes. Of course who, who are 350 strong have to r:member that they are
thousands strong. But we also realize that we were drafted into this army
to help preserve a democracy. That's what I was told when I was a civilian,
Now 4 change it to Your Democracy. I found out that it doesn't really
include us. Can those people really sleep peacefully when they are instiga-
tors of the same thing that people are dying by the millions to preserve
for them?

Tell me. What do you think goes on in our heads when we experience
so much Nazism here? Andwat do you think we think when we keep our radios
oh all night listening to the returns of the riots? We all could be shot
according to military law. That's a good laugh.

On the post we find things a little different. About 4O of us did
get on a pistol range on day last month. After 10 months a fow get ac-
quainted with some guns. Part of us have been made truck drivers and they
are called (for technical reasons only) the 929th Wuartermaster Platoon.
Their hardest job is to move the coal pile when it starts burning and to
haul sand and keep the coal boxes full.

Among my.people there are many who want to get ahead., We read
about Negro commissioned officers but long ago our thoughts of ever rising
that high left us. For at least six months boys who have the necessary I. Q.
have tried to get transferred to 0.C.S. No dice. A few have passed the
tests to attend radio school and clerical school but their talent is not
wanted.

I know that the situation is not the same at every army post and
that is something to be thankful for. However, it still remains here. I
can truthfully say that we conduct ourselves as good soldiers. laybe that
conduct has loweied in bearing during the past four months. That is be-
cause our morale is awfully low. You are a man with a lot of prestige. That
is why I wrote to you. If you do all you can to have us shipped out of here
or change the attitude of these people we will be more than grateful. It
might be your action that will save the terrible stink that seems inevitable.

Thank you so much.

CONFIDENTIAL
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? HORE MORTHNZOT (FRICAN AIR FORCLS, APO 650, U.S.Aray fi tember, 1943
S
* TO: Com-ending Genersl, Army Lir Forces, Vsshington, D.C.

$wQ}

1. Since the arrival of the 99th Fightev Souadron n this
thecter, I hsve oorsconslly insrectigd—tRre—orgemrirtion bevernl
tiesz., There hsg been no quvst,on ol their ﬁ?fund discipline
end thelr geners1l conduct. It has been excellent.

2. In processing the: for combat action they vere given
vhe bensafit in our treining @vst@m of the sunervislion of in-
structors with ~uch co bet exoe“ience. They viere processed
into cowmbet sction very o&refully.

oo

. e, forwarding this report with full confidence in
rnegs of the unalyulu asde’ by both Gen. Cznnon and Gen.
House. I feel th=t no scuadron h-s been introduced into this
theater 5 1th =z batter beckpround of training then had by the
29th Fighter Gcuedron.
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HEADQUARTERS XII AIR SUPPORT COMMAND
APO #766

16 September 1943

SUBJECT: Combat Efficiency of the 99th Fighter Squadron.

TO: Major General J. K, Cannon, USA, Deputy Commander,
Northwest African Tactical Air Force, APO #509, U. S. Army,

1. On June 12th, 1943, T took command of the XII Air Support Command.
With one of the Groups assigned to the Command was the 99th Fighter Squadron,
which I visited quite frequently. Their Commanding Officer, Lt. Col. Davis,
particularly impressed me, On the day of the 99th's first encounter with
enemy aircraft, I happened to be on the airdrome and was very complimentary
and encouraging to the personnel I met., At that time one of the colored
correspondents asked me if I thought there should be a colored group, and I
answered to the effect that I saw no reason why there should not be such a
group in the near future., Since that day, I have compared the operating
efficiency of the 99th Fighter Squadron with that of a white fighter squadron
operating in the same group and with the same type of equipment., I quote
from a report by an officer who has been in the best position to observe
carefully the work of the 99th Squadron over its entire combat period:

"The ground discipline and ability to accomplish and execute orders
promptly are excellent, Air discipline has not been completely satisfactory.
The ability to work and fight as a team has not yet been acquired, Their
formation flying has been very satisfactory until jumped by enemy aircraft,
when the squadron seems to disintegrate. This has repeatedly been brought
to the attention of the Squadron, but attempts to correct this deficiency
so far have been unfruitful. On one particular occasion, a flight of twelve
JU 88's, with an escort of six ME 109's, was observed to be bombing
Pantelleria, The 99th Squadron, instead of pressing home the attack against
the bombers, allowed themselves to become engaged with the 109's, The unit
has shown a lack of aggressive spirit that is necessary for a well-organized
fighter squadron, On numerous instances when assigned to dive bomb a specified
target in which the anti-aircraft fire was light and inaccurate, they chose
the secondary target which was undefended. On one occasion, they were assigned
a mission with one squadron of this Group to bomb a target in the toe of Italy;
the 99th turned back before reaching the target because of the weather, The
other squadron went on to the target and pressed home the attack. As later
substantiated, the weather was considered operational.

"Up to the present moment, the 99th Squadron averages approximately
28 sorties per man, Their operations since being placed on combat duty have
been considerably easier than past operations due to the nature of the tactical
situation. However, the Squadron Commander of the 99th requested during the
battle of Sicily to be removed from operations for a period of three days,




SUBJECT: Combat Efficiency of the 99th Fighter Squadron.

and longer if possible, The reason given was that his pilots were suffering
from pilotts fatigue. The Squadron's Surgeon submitted a medical report
stating that the pilots of the 99th should be removed from combat duty
because of the strenuous and rigorocus conditions under which they had been
operating., In comparison, the pilots of this Group had an average of
approximately 70 sorties and had been in operations for nine continuous
months,

"Based on the performance of the 99th Fighter Squadron to date, it
is my opinion that they are not of the fighting caliber of any squadron in
this Group, They have failed to display the aggressiveness and desire
for combat that are necessary to a first-class fighting organization, It
may be expected that we will get less work and less operational time out
of the 99th Fighter Squadron than any squadron in this Group."

2, At the present time the 99th Squadron is not in the Naples area
because there is insufficient room on the P~40 field on which to place them,
It is our intention to bring them into the area as soon as space is available,
We also brought forward two Spitfire Groups less squadrons because of lack
of space.

3. Shortly before the Naples operation, a radiogram came to me stating
that Lt, Col. Davis had been selected to return to the United States to
command a colored group. Although with the knowledge that in turning the
command of the 99th Squadron over to the next ranking officer who would not
approach the standard of Davis, I relieved Davis for his new assignment.

4o On many discussions held with officers of all professiocns,
including medical, the consensus of opinion seems to be that the negro type
has not the proper reflexes to make a first-class fighter pilot, Also,
on rapid moves that must be a part of this Command, housing and messing
difficulties arise because the time has not yet arrived when the white and
colored soldiers will mess at the same table and sleep in the same barracks,
No details in this connection have been brought out because it is desired
that administrative features not be a part of this report.

5. I believe it would be much better to assign the 99th to the
Northwest African Coastal Air Force, equip it with P=39's and make the

present P-40's available to this Command as replacements for the active
operations still to come in this tleater,

6, Tt is recommended that if and when a colored group is formed in
the United States, it be retained for either the eastern or western defense
zone and a white fighter group be releafed for movement overseas,

.7 A 4
Cllipn 7 Yereeszs
EDWIN J, HOUSE ~-"'~
Major General, U, S, A,
Commanding




1st Ind. Aflee
HQRS NORTHWEST AFRICAN TACTICAL AIR FORCE, APO #509, U.S.Army, 18 September 1943,

TO: Commanding General, Northwest African Air Force, APO #650, U,S,Army,

1. The pilots of the 99th Fighter Sguadron fall well below the standard
of pilots of other fighter squadrons of this Command in the following
categories:

a. They are not eager to engage in combat.
b. They lack aggressiveness,

¢. They do not possess and seem unable to acquire the will to win
or to reach the objective,

d. They do not possess the stamina or lasting qualities of the pilots
of other fighter squadrons,

&. Although excellent pilots they seem unable to fight as a team
under pressure,

2., The pilots of the 99th Fighter Squadron have no outstanding
characteristics in which they excel in war the pilots of other squadrons of
this Command.

E f"‘z‘/ A R Gl
J. K. CANNON
Major General, U. S. Army
Deputy Commander
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[EMORANDUM FOR:

H. H. ARNOLD,
General, U. S. A,
Commanding General, Army Air Forces
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A= of this dute the 8%th sverages sbout twenty eight
qari:ea per pllot Becavse of the tacticol situstion, the
per“¢ﬁong af the sgusdron have been considerably
egr than those of the peast cavried out by other sguadrons,
this, the sgusdron commander during the Siciliisn
asked for 2 three day pericd of rest from conbzt,
if possible., becsuse his pilots were suffering
f“@m pilot fetigue. This request was supported by 3 medicsl
raport from the sguadron surgecn who recommended that the
23th pilots shouid e relieved from combat duty becsusme of
vhe excessive strasirn under which they had been operating.
in conitrast, pllots f other sguadrons aversged approximsiely
severty scortiezs esch and has been on active combat duty for
nine months.

CG 1Zth Alir Support Commsnd ststes znd copinion based
cn the performence of the 29th thav this squadron does not
possegs the reguisite fighting caliber present in his other
squadrons, Further thet the 99th has fasiled tc show the
ngressive fighting spirit essential to a first class fighter
sguadron. Ne anticisates thet diminishing operational time
and compat duty will be obtasined from this sgusdron ss Ccum-
pared with other units,
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r 29th the only Negro personnel in this
theuter that has been nmcilvely engoged in combat is 93ih
Sgusdron LA0Se PErsCLnel was well disciplined and pilois
mell treiusd. They do not howevery pOSSSsSs the necessary

ing to incomplete vreporis referemce your

stoming, are not inbued with the desire to close with the
ereny, ave not sufficiently ageressive in thelr efforts o
reachk the chisctive and win the battle, 2nd ao not Fight
well gs 2 beam, The foregoing iz substance of & letter
report submitted by CC HAAF to CG AAF on Sepltember 19th .
Other Negro personnel comprises Service Units whose ouly
hazesrdous =ervice wss occasional air nttacks, On thoae
ccepsions hehavior was generally antisfactory. Efficiency
of Wegro OfIficers is generslly satisfactory but Negro
geficers are stated by CG 808 to be inferior to white
Officers of egual grade, training and experience. Above
ig dipest of opinlions of mgubordinste commanders. Conplete
report to foilow in which specific imnstances will be
ziven.
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INDEX SHEET

File: 291.2 Negro

Date 18 Sept., 1943

SYNOPSIS
From: Deputy Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Personnel,
To: Commanding Officer, Army Air Forces Weather Wing,

Asheville, North Carolina.

Subjects Officer Promotions,

Ltr,

Original filed under No. . 210,2 Promotion - Commissioned Officers,

CL
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INDEX SHEET

File: 291.2 Negro Officers.

Date 18 september 1943

SYNOPSIS

Deputy Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Personnel.

Commanding General, Army Air Forces Training Command,
Fort Worth, Texas.

Subject: Officer Promotion,

Original filed under No. 210.2 Promotion.

CL
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From:

To:

Original filed under No.

INDEX SHEET

291.2 Negro Officers,
Datels Septo 1943

SYNOPSIS

Deputy Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Persomnel, ‘

Commanding Gensral, Fomrth Air Force, 180 New Montgomery St,
San Francisco, California,

Subject: Officer Promotion,

Ltr,

210,2 Promotifm,
CL




INDEX SHEET

File: 291.2 Negro Officers.

Date 18 Eeptember 1943

SYNOPSIS

Deputy Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Personnel,

Commanding General, Air Service Command, Patterson Field,
Fairfield, Ohio,

Subject: Officer Promotion.

Original filed under No. 210.2 Promotion,

CL




= / HEADQUARTERS ARMY AR FORCES TALLY
ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET . FILE
NO.

SEGRET

SUBJECT: pgdditional Negro Medium Bombardment Group.

[ERTREN -
S umtire

DATE 15 Sept. 1943

To: Asst. C/AS, Plans (Attn: Col. Loutzenheiser)

FROM: Asst. C/AS, OC&R, Programs Branch. COMMENT NO.__ -
BEB/beb/4563

1. For your information.

2, Return of R & R is requested.

B E BRUGGE
G el, Air Corps

TO: ACAS/OC&R (Programs Branch) patel T SEP 1943
Comment #7
FROM: ACAS/Plans JLL:mhb 72445
1. Noted. &$Q
aézg?géggéf?;zl,~s N
77 . . . K
rigadier General, USA :}:
TC w} Central Files Date““Ié'Séptember l9h5 :} g%:
From: Asst. C/AS, OC&R, Programs Branch Comﬁbng&No. 8 -~ Nwﬁgi

1. Action completed.

 Dispatched SEP 20 1048

i‘/@ SRR | 9 ‘

. SERET 00 -

3-1109 A.F.
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/ Additional Negro Hedium Bombardment Group.

To:r IN 1. AC/AS, Personnel (Attn: Col. McGormlck) BB 7~ " DATE 7 Sept 1943
TURN 2. AC/AS, Training

FROM: COMMENT NO.__3

AC/A4S, OC&R, Programs Branch. WOH :gm 72809

1. Attention is invited to comments 1 and 2.

.
PN /
{

i H
//%fg,, )\xfg:

A‘jBYRON E. BRUGGE,
Colonel, Air Corps

st

TO: Asst. Chief of Air Steff, Training. Date 11 Sept. 1943

FROM: Deputy Asst. Chief of Air Staff, Personnel Comment No. 4
JHMcC/erl /6162

Concur in comments one and two.

Ja + McCORMICK
Colonel, G. S. C.
Deputy Asst. Chief of Air Staff, Personnei
ACAS/0C&R/Programs Branch . '
13 Sept. 1943
Ff = "+ ACAS/Training 5
HOM/mcp/2308

Concur in comments one and two.

A

ROBERT W. HARPER,
Brigadier General, U.S. Army,
Assistant Chief of Air Staff,

’I‘rainin% 5 Q(W—




.fa"QUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

) ,aféu TING AND RECORD SHEET

TALLY
NO.

s SEORET .

¥ Additional Negro Medium Bombardment Group.

TO:

FROMs

Asst. C/AS, OC&R, Allocations Branch. DATE 3 Septs 1943
Asst. C/AS, OC&R, Programs Branch. COMMENT NO.__1
BEB/bcb/L,563

1. It is planned to_activate one (1) negro Medium Bombardment OTU Squadron
at Selfridge Field, Michigan, on or about 15 December 1943. This squadron was
to have been a B-26 squadron and a parent squadron for a negro Medium Bombardment
Group to be activated on 1 April 1944. Col. McCormick of Personnel, the AAF
representative on the Board for Negro Problems in the Army, has recommended that
this squadron and group be supplied with B-25's.

2. Your commentis are requested It is further requested that this
information be expedited in view of the fact that twin engine tran31tlon of negro

pilots who graduated on 30 August 1943 is scheduled to g next few
days. "

B

Colonel Air Corps.
AC/LS, OC&R, Allocations and Prograns Division DATE 6 September 1943
Programs Branch
AC/AS, OC&R, Allocations and Programs'Division COMMENT NO._ 2
Allocations Branch CBS:rah 3131

1. One of the two (2) present B-26 factories is to cease producing

B-26 aircraft in April, 1944, and effort is now being made to convert the other
to some other type aircraft,

2. In view of the above and the distance in the future at which the
Negro Medium Bombardment Group is to be furnished combat equipment, it is
believed much more advisable to supply this Group with B-25's than with B-26's,

3. B=25 production is sufficient to furnish and maintain this Group
with B=25 aircraft. This would be done at the expenge of reducing allocations
to the Treining Command for use as advanced trainers,

’ R. H. mgmr,
' }Qé%f? Colonel, Air Corps.
§
. Y
. . ;‘Ti?

3-1109 A.F.
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INDEX SHEET

Files 291.2 Negro Officers,

Date 16 September 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Deputy Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Persomnel..

To:
Commanding General, First Air Force, Mitchel Field,
Long Island, New York,

Subject: Officer Promotion,

Original filed under No. 210,2 Promotion

CL



INDEX SHEET

FILE 291,2 Air Corps, Enlisted Men (Colored)
DateSept 15, 1943
SYNOPSIS
From: Military Fersonnel
To: Commanding General, Air Forces %E,D,C, & First Air Force,
Mitchel Field, N.Y,
SUBJECT: Technical Training Rates for Air Corps Enlisted Men
(Colored) June 1943 - August 1944
Ltr,
Original filed under No. 253 Tralning
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| ) BK/ec/ 71989
(Gammomentd ’ 15 Sept 43

Protedt of Colored troops BRasic ltr fr Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce

4th virapper Ind. APACT-l
¥D Hq Army Air Forces, Washington, D. 0. 15 September 19L3

ESY b

To: Commanding Genersl, Headquarters, Alr-Ssrvice Command, Fatterson
Field, Fairfield, Ohio

1. Attached hersto are copies of twe (2) letters, one to Senator
Chevaz of New N¥exiso from the Chief of the Air Btaff, and a copy of &
reply {rom this office to the Manager of the Albuquercue Chamber of Commerce.
This correspondence is sslf-explanatory. _ J

2. It is desired that consideration be given to the removal of service
group training from Kirtland Field at such time as & new training plan for
| ~service groups is formulated.

) " By command of Ceneral ARNOLD: -
: ‘ : MG A AP

Céi/ 1019
Inel n/c ROBERT W, HARPER . . . ...
OFFICE SYMBOL 13@&_&&_ 4 ing ﬁ,\Fh‘C 73 BErigadisr usnem, e.b,ixrmy By
YLy Ll 511 77 VLA et ABELIELENLE LSl G N —
T W 77 o%, e 13
INTERNAL OFFICE Incl 2 - oy 1tr ¢ A= o R Y
COORDINATION Wl Jonn | P. 5“ﬁm€j B«J U 3 @? P?% 7 [,71}

¢ a 10—20242-1 U $. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE.



Ird Wrapoer Ind.
Py, avu Patberson Fisld, Fairfield, COhio

TUr Commanding Genersl, Ammy Alr Forces, Jashington, D. C.

L. Teference parsgragn 1, basic commmnication, this Hendcusrters hes

no record of assurance being given the Chamber of Commerce, Albugqueraue,
liew Hexico, that colored froops would not be staztioned at Albuquerque. If
such arrongesents have been mode, it is not a matter of record in this Cowe
mand.

2e AL present there is stabloned ot the Albuguerque Air Depot Training
Station, the 12th Serviee Group which lae one (1} Quartermaster Truck Compeny
(colored). The total number of enlizised men rssigned to thir Unit oe of
16 August 1943, ie four (M) officers anl ninety-seven (97) enlisted sxaem{
It ie contemplabed thot the Flst Parent lervice Group, which hos one (1

/Vw—»Zﬁy’y(’
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Office of the C.0., Alr Depot Training Station, Albugiierque, N.M.
7 August 1943,

T0: Commanding General, San Antonio Alr Service Command, Kelly
Fleld, Texas,

J. H L) F L ]
2nd Wrapper Ind. ASST
Hgs., San Antonio Alr Service Command, Kelly Fld, Texas, 13 August 1943,

T0: The Commanding General, Air Service Command, Patterson Fleld, Faire
field, Ohio.

Forwarded ag & matter of information.
For the Commanding Gensral:
T. W. SCOTT,
Colonel, Air Corps,

Asslstant to the
Commanding General.
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[;éﬂBU'éUJZR’.}‘,Uu} CHAMEBTSR OF JOMMERCE
w319 WL 4th St., albucuerque, N.lL.

%

W John P. llurphy, Manager

Aaugust 6, 1943

Colonel John H. Fite
Air Depot Training Station
Albuquerque, lew Lexico

Dear Colonel Fite:

I have the honor of transmitting to you a resolution passed by
the Board of Directors of the Albucuercue Chamber of Commerce in regular session,
this sixth day of August, 1943.

"Resolved, that the Chamber of Commerce of Albucuerque, New Mexico, is
of the opinion that certain matters with which Albucuercrue may be confronted, should
- be called to the attention of General Henry H. Arnold, Colonel John H, Fite, our
Congressional Delegation and other interested parties. The subject matter is
set forth as follows:

1. On February 9, 1942, there was a rumor that a contingent of colored
troops was to be transferred to the Albuquercue sir Base from Barksdale Field.
e strongly protected this, and finally received assurance from certain sources
in “Yashington that colored troops would not be sent to Albusuerque. However,
persistent rumors continue to circulate that colorec troops are being considered
for location at Albuquercue, and today we received rather definite information that
colored troops are being transferred from H1l Paso to Albuguerque and will be stationed
st the Air Depot Training Station. “e urgently renuest you to assist us in getting
word to the proper Army Officials that we sincerely feel it would be a terrible
mistake to try to take care of colored troops in Albucuerque.

2. The 1940 Census figures will show that Albucuerque has one of the
smallest percentages of engro population, of any city in the nation. Consequently,
~~ swe do not have any negro accommodations in our theatres, recreation centers,
- churches or schools., If colored troops are :ioved ia, it stands to reason that
some of their families will follow, and that means finding homes and apartments
for them. On the face of il, that seems an impossibility.

3. A peculiar situation exists in albucuerque, that we believe might
prove detrimental to harmony, and that is our Indians, who are not familiar with
the color line that would be bound to flare up in our city, due to the predominant
number of Texans and Oklahomans who make up Albuquerque's population. It occurs to
us that the Army Officers would prefer to know of these situationgi\so as to avoid
running unnecessary chances of race riots. And cven if riots could-be avoided by
, heavy policing and extraordinary restrictiong, it woaid not tend to build up the
] morale of the colored troops. Surely, there are places that these colored soldiers
could be stationed, where they could enjoy their surroundings and have the




9]
i

nappiness they are entitled to, Definitely the army woulu be aolng «n injustice
to the colored troops if they stationed them in aivuguerque,

And be 1t rurther .lesolvea, That the walager be, and he is hereby,
authorizea Lo have proper copies of this minute sent to the parties so designated."
wespectiully submitted,
SLRUSUSY UT CHuMBIR CF COMM tRC.

JPitimeb John I’. llurphy, Manager

s T S




Bac Lir fr Albuguerque Chamber of Commerce, dtd & Augast 1943,

uartermaster Truck Company (colored), will be ordered into Albuguerque
in the near future.

3. In this connection, attention is invited to the fact that no
objection was interposed by your Headquarters 1o request submitted
by Headguarters Alr Service Command, for the movement of the 3lst Parvent
service Group from Biggs Field, El Paso, Texas, to Albuquerque Air Depot
Training Station, Albuguerque, New Mexico. In most cases service groups
contain either one (1) or two {2) Quartermsster Truck Companies which
are manned with colored personnel.

4, It is requested that the proper reply to basic communication

be made by your Hesdquarters and & copy of the reply be forwarded this
Heasdouarters for information.

Por the Commanding Generals

Be E. ADLER
Brigadier General, U. 5. A.
Incl: 1ir fr Albuguerque Chigef, Persomnel and Training Division
Chamber of Commerce,
dtd 6 August 1943,




HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET
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FILE
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SUBJECT! (Golored B-26 Bombardment Group (1)

noted.

{ -
2. This office has not received the Memorandum from A?aC$“§o‘AEREQ, ; ?J
copy attached, and has taken no action to activate the Medium OTU Squadron

EX

at Selfridge.,

1 Incl. n/c
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1;752 L.”s. xufeR,
rigadier General, U.S.A.

To: ACA$, Operations, Commitments and Requirements
Bombardment Branch
FROM: ACAS, Plans,
This office concurs in the statements and beliefs outlined in Comment
No. 2 sbove.
C
1 Inel.
. n/c
§To= Asst/CAS, Training
éFROM: Asst/bAS, OCR, Requirements Division, Bombardment Branch
i
!

1. The information requested in Comment #1 and suppliq@ugg Comment #3 is
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COMMENT NO.__3
JLL/3n/ 72445
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DATE: 13 Sept 194F

COMMENT No. &
Lt.€ol. Ceffield/vd/ 71608
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ALFRED R, MAXWEYL,:

Colonel, Air Corps.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES TaLLY
NO.
ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET FILE
< NO.
. . BONFIDENTIAL
(SUBJECT: 1 1ared B-26 Bombardment, Group (1)
TO: ACAS, OCR, Bombardrent Branch THRU: DATEy Sept 1943
ACAS, OCR, Programs Branch  Atten: ¥ajor Rarton
mm: COMMENT NO.__1
Froms ACAS, Treining APACT-L JIC/veb 71578

1. Reference is made to merorandum from this office to ACAS, OCR,
Requirements DlVlSlon, subgect "Colored Pilot Training', dated 27 August 1943,
copy of which is attached., It will be noted that a colored B-26 group is to
be activerted 1 April 19LL in order to meet the prosram for emplovment of
colored B-26 pilots and crews %o bezin operational training 1 July 19Ll.

2. According to the Army Air Torces Proaram of 12 August 1943, only
four rore B-26 groups are to be committed, -she last of which to be available
for cormitment 1 April 194l In this connection a requesi for inactivation
of one of the five B-26 groups now activated is heing made by separate R&R. 397

3 In view of the above, it is requested that this office he notified
at the earliest possihle date as to how the colored B-2¢& group to be activated
L April 1oLk is to it into the 273 Groun Program. It is further vequested
that the number to be used by the colored B-26 group upon its activation be

furnished this office,

X
1 Inel, . FOBERT ™V, FARPER,
As described Y [Brigadier General, U,S.4.,
above, ACAS, Training,

-utéeﬁhéiser) Comment No., 2
, BEB/bcb/4563
FROM:  Asst, C/AS, OC&R, Programs Branch.

The medium bombardment group to be manned by colored persoSnel will be
a B—ZS"roup and will be in addition to the present 273-group program. It is
believed that certain changes in the reconnaissance program will enable this
group to be activated within the total 273 groups now authorized for the Army
Air Forces, This group will have a new number not used up to this time by any
other group and will be the 477th Medium Bombardment Group,

- B E/-BRUGGE
Incl: . . Co. s Air Corps

n/e e )




T 77 ymeompymi 0r: Asst C/AS, OCR (Recuirenenss Livision)
- '&E’l‘w
R Subject: GColored Pilot Training

11 i oy s 5 n the 1=
1. It is recormended that vhe following nrocedures he nsed “n e 1

slementation of She Coloved Fror ran Tor 1 chters and Medium Sorhardments
} e ” f 1 o b e B K

. . [} N T . b N Lz Ly y . —T" e (";x
a2, Immediately assign the 332nd Thbter Grovn the Swenty-rour (21)

pilots now at luskegee. Vo acditional nilots to be assizned to the 332nd
Group unktil an PTU Fishter vceu~dron is activated,

b. Activate one (1) Fichter RTU Souadron at Selfridge .ield, iich-
igan, on November 15, 1743,

c. ™o provide aircralt mechanics nceded in “he Fithber RTU Souadron
mechanics will be bransferred from the nersonnel of the Advanced Flving
Training School, Tuskegee, rot to excsed fifty (50).

d. Assign the eradunies of +the 39 Aupust Cless at Tuskegee to B-26
transition schonl, Lodwe City, Ksnsas, to gradu-te 9 Decerber 19,13 and be
assigned immedi-~tely thereafter to the ledium OTU Squadron.

e. MAssign the vradu-stes of the 3 Octoher Class at Tuskegee to B-26

v

. transition school, Dodge Bity, Kansas, to graduete 11 January 1oLl and bve

assigned immedistely thereaft:r .o the Fedium OTU Squadron,

Fo- Aetivate 15 Décember 19)i3 Medium OTU Sguadron ot Lelfridee
Field, bMichigan.
g. Nh03rd Fichter 3uuadren, now at Selfridge Field, lichiran, to §

{
remain there to supervise the OTU training of *he 332nd Group snd the fore |
H

nation of thé Firhter RTU Squadron un%il such time as the ™™ Soundron be -

comes self-supnorting,
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B tolored Pilot Iraining (27 fugust 195;3) Continued,
N - .
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S )
&“) g . o My . [ 3 y ‘ )
T . Transfer supervisory oersonnel from the Chird Adlr Zorce to the
.t I b - U
~ E
N '.w" ~ » e LR T
T Firet Air Force for use in the iledium o7,
- re '
]

Lo ed urotp of £ ) sa Aoril
b i, Activate a Medium Bomb “rovp ol four (L) sauadrons on 1 Aor

ct n2s a

]

. s S o netivated, will
19}, for which “he Medium OTU squadron, previously activated, W

narents

jo Steps will be taken to immedi-tely set up technical courses
for those specialists needed for the itediur Borbardrent Frosram. FPersonnel
will be provided for “rs’nees at such tire as arrangements can he rade 1o
hegin such courses.

’ 2, 4 directive has already heen issued to *he Training Command te train
13l 7win Tngine standard pilots and 67 bombardier navigators by 1 July 19Uk,
thereafter *o maintain en attrition rate of 1% pilots and 11 borberdier navi-
gators per month. This program is in addition to the ¥ighter Program which
orovides “or an attrition rate of 19 pilos per ronth from the Tra‘ning Com-

mand,

The following officers attended this conference:

Colonel t, Montgomery (AWACT)
Lt, Col. I, Hodgson  (AFACT)
lajor R. I, Clarke (AFPIP)
Major 7. I. Barton (AFRPG)
Captain H. O, McTague (AFACT)

Lt. Col., J. B. League (AFACT)
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SEGRET
HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

SUBJECT: .

Reviged Colored Air Corps Trained Personnel Reguirements e

-

AC/AS, Training pATEL3 September

AC/AS, Personnel COMMENT NO._1
PGM/ps /72395
AFPMP-11
1. Attached are revised requirements for Colored Air Corps Personnel.
New factors included in this revigion are:
a. Activation of one (1) RTU Squedron (Fighter) in November 1943,

b. Activation of one (1) OTU Squadron (Medium Bomber) in December 1943,

basis until January 1944, and upon active theater basis frompfgbruary 19

through December 1944, Active theater attrition was computed, on thE 99t
Squadron for all months, !

Ttﬁ}‘ ) M’;Y
. Attrition on the 332 Fighter Group was comnuteE 2 &3?%%% %ﬁi%tal

LD Us. & Garsey,

d. Activation of one (1) Medium Bomb Group in June 1944, The

requirements for an entire Medium Group are reflected althoy@ﬂwéﬁmaq under

officers and men. One hundred per cent requirempnts are showr AFEVERON
activation month., It is undergtood that B-26 transitioning-ef Eilgtsmcanrot
be completed prior to September and therefore 0O-Day will be deldyes Until |

September. Thus, to allow for three months manning, the a ttya t
for June 1944, although at the time this study was begun th activation déte
planned by Programs Branch, OC&R, was not available. P oweirag

basis until November 1944 and upon an active theater basisgin December 1944

f P e Ne

e. Computation of attrition on the Medium Bomb Gﬁ@m@%ﬁwascontigentalk

f. Service pilots' requirements were included wi l-ungina_Eil ts Iy
causing an increment of six pilots in June 1944, Service ffbts gre required
for the Service Group to be activated. —

Tty 4 Q#*&M

g. Shortage figures reflected are as of 30 June }843=and en
from the Form 127 Continental Report. Shortages in colored u b
not available to this office. Through error the June requirt
included which should be ignored. School outputs since 30 June 19@3 will ™,
reduce requirements shown. Such school outputs were not available to thiqaqggggé

h,

2. Representatives of this Division are availabdle for further explanationgj
of the method by which requireme were determined and will confer with
representatives of AC/AS, Training/ desirable,

i A ™ §§
ol ‘N Sfmonn -

oY Colonel, G. S. C.
Chidf, Requirements & Resources Branch

Nsd
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES Ty ~
NO.
ROUTING AND REMD ﬁ‘ﬁfET
T '] e 1) FILE
WETDERN T i
SUBJECT? .
Disturbances among Negro Troops
TO: Asst C/AS, Training DATE 7 Sep 1943
FROM: Asst C/AS, OCR, (Requirements Division) E/L COMMENT NO._1 __
CapteReAsFisher/hm/6670
Attached letter forwarded for action as deemed necessary.
T seainii |
1 Incl: : /é1 MERVIN E. GROSS 7:,¢¢§,ﬂgw
Ltr frm Hgs AAFSAT dtd.- Colonel, Air Corpa%“ I
4 Sep 1943 subj as abv Chief, Xequirements:Hwksionkims,
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’ CONFIIERTIAL
: ~ L’»» vl L
: HICADCUARTERS
ARMY ATIR FORCES SCHOOL OF APPLIED TACTICS
Orlando, Florida CEF/  /eh-M
- L, September 1943.

SUBJCT: Disturbances among Negro Troops.

TO: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washiagton, D.C., Attention:
f Chief of Air Staff, OC & R, Requirements Division, Attention:
Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Training.

1. In compliance with paragraph 4, letter, your Headquarters, file
291.2, dated 20 August 1943, it is reported that training of Colored troops
at AAFSAT is being carried out as follows: :

a. Periodic drills and inspections are scheduled for Units that
have completed basic training.

b. Units that have received untrained replacements, are conduct-
ing basic training along with their regularly scheduled work assignments.

c. Of the four Aviation Squadrons that require basic training,
two have been relieved from other duties and are pursuing the basic train-
. ing program prescribed by The Commanding General, Army Air Forces., At the
completion of this training, these units will take over all duties now
performed by the other two units, which will then complete the same train-
ing program.

2. Specially selected officers have been placed in command of the
units receiving basic training.

For the Commandant:

Do AR
Lo Cob AGD
Azt ady Gen.
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INDEX SHEET

:———aéb‘*ia 5w GC:;VLWsPaatZ (0)
FILE : 291.2 Negro

Dateggept. 10, 143

SYNOPSIS

From: general H. H. Arnold U. 3. Army, Commanding General,
Army Alr Forces.

To: Lt. General Carl Spaabz, Commanding General, Northwest
African Air Force, c/o P¥, New York, N. Y.

SUBJECT: Pilots

Ltr.

Original filed under No. 211, Pilots

AMS




TCCAP-C 1st Ind.

HEADQUARTERS, I TROOP CARRILR CCMMAND, Stout Field, Indianapolis, Ind-
iana, 3 September 1943.

TO: Coﬁﬁanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington, D. C.
(Attention: Chief, Special Service Division Office, Assistant
Chief of Air Staff, Persomnel.)

1. Due to the small number of negro troops on Troop Carrier Command
bases, they have been readily absorbed, and there is no discrimination
shown in the use of facilities for amusements between the colored and
white troops.

2. It is therefore deemed inadvisable at this time for the I Troop
Carrier Command to utilize the services of negro Special Service officers.

For the Commanding Officer:

‘)47)3“ JONES,

Uajor, A./G. D.,
Acting Adjdtant General
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T e CONFIDENTIAL

. WAR DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON, D. C;

WAR DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTON 26 August 191;3

SUBJECT: Use of Negro{Offlcerijln,Spec1al Service Activities.

(
s St £ e {{
SVINURCOUNE | ) :
b A e e s rd
. e T . o s7m2y, B g
o
# ?‘%

TO: Commanding General, Headquarters Troop Carrier Command,
Stout Field, Indianapolis, Indiana.

, 1. Attention is directed to attached cooy of War Department let-
ter, AG 291.2 (12 Aug L3) OB-C, dated 21 Augzust 19L3, subject as above.

2e Special service program planning should include provision of
comparable facilities and activities for Negro personnel in proportion
to their numbers and needs., Obviously preferential treatment, which
might result in criticism from either white or colored personnel, will
be avoided in administration of special service activities.

3. This headquarters will take necessary steps to provide trained
Negro special service officers in response to requisitions from your

command.
By command of General ARNOLD: C:;E:D
ROBERT C. JENES
Colonel, Y
1 Incl, Chief, Sr ervice Division
AG 291.2 (12 Aug 43) OB-C, Office, Msst ' Chief of Air Staff,
21 Aug L3, sub. as above. Personnel
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CONFIDENTIAL

T WAR DEPARTIENT
T The Adjutant General's office EAR:mce
Washington
AG 291.2 (12 Aug L43)0B-C 21 August 1943
SUBJECT: Use of Negro Officers in Special Service Activities.
TO: Commanding General,

Army Air Forces.

1., Recent inspections and surveys conducted at various
camps and stations where Negro troops are located show that, in
general, little or no consideration has been given to utilizing
Negro officers in connection with special service activities.

It has been reported that some of the graduates of the School for
Special Service are not being assigned to those duties as contem-

plated.

2. Qualified Negro officers on full or part time basis could
e of great assistance in connection with athletics, entertainments,
social events and in other activities arranged for Negro personnel,
and to keep the commanding officer appreised of the pulse, temper,
and morale of the Negro troops., It is obvious that only qualified
and suitable officers should be assigned to these duties.

3. The assignment of staff officers and assistants is, in
general, a function of commandj; and there is no intention by the
War Department to interfere with this prerogative. It is, however,
a responsibility of command to employ the personnel available to
bring about the highest possible degree of efficiency, contentment,
and morale.

L. Commanders of all echelons of command will give this
matter appropriate consideration.

By order of the Secretary of War:

/s/ H. R, Hickman

Adjutant General.

OONFIDENTIAL




AAFTC

lst Ind. 2R
» 1 SEP 1943

Headquarters, Army Air Forces Training Commands, Fort iorth, 2, Texas.

T0: Commending General, Army Air Forces, Washington, D. C.

1. Contents noted.

2. The Svecial Service program of this Commend has been conducted
in such a manner as to provide an equal opportunity for 211, and no com=-
plaints have been received at this Headguarters.

3. In the future attention will continue to be directed to the policy

outlined in basic commmication and inclosure. "x
4. At the present time this Command has five colored Special Service -

Cfficers on duty as such at Tuskegee Army Air Field. If any additional

colored Special Service Officers are required, requisitions will be sub- ¥

mitted to your Headquarters.

/ : FOR THE COMMALD NG GERLLAL
1 In?:l; WQM y\j
n/c -

L K REF NG
Ist Lieut., A.5.D.

L Asdstant Adjutant Generdh
R o CENTRAL FILES

Vo T s

Forvarded oy
AC/AS, TFe,uGae L

ASAAP - ... ZO/?? f
AFPMP ...
AFPUPL L ..
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T s CONFIDENTIAL

R DEPARTMENT
ASHINGTON, D. Cs

DEPARTMENT

v A T i

WASHINGTON 26 Auzust 1943

SUBJECT: Use of Negro Officers in Snecial Service Activities

TO: Commanding General, Headquarters AAF Training Command,
Fort Worth (2), Texas

1. Attention is directed to attached copy of Viar Denartment
letter, AG 291.2 (12 Aug L3) 03-C, dated 21 Au-ust 1913, subject as
—_— above.

2. Special service program planning should include provision of
comparable facilities and activities for Negro personnel in proportion
to their numbers and needs. Obviously preferential treatment, which
might result in criticism from either white or colored personnel, will
be avoided in administration of special service activities.

3. This headquarters will take necessary steps to provide
trained Negro special service officers in response to requisitions from
your command.

By command of General ARNOLD:

ROBERT C. JOUES
Colonel, Air
1 Incl. Chief, Speci
AG 291.2 (12 Aug L3) 0B-C, Office, Asst ef of iir Staff,
21 Aug L3, sub. as above Personnel

GONFIDENTIAL
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

j P, TMdLY
NO.
ROUTING AND RECORD SHE.‘/;;Tﬁ -
N i NO.
CONFIBENTIAL
SUBVECTI pllotment of\Enlisted Persomnel, Colored Y,
T0: Assistant Chief of Air Steff, PATE 24 August 1943
Operations, Commitments end Requirements, 1
FEBOMX ~ Allocations and Progrems Division \f COMMENT NO.
RNH: jpe 71379 AFPMP-2
FROM: Assistent Chief of Air Staff, Personnel,
Militery Personnel Division

1, Forwarded as a matter pertaining to your office.

2. It is recommended that this request be disapproved in view of the
recent substantial reduction in the quota of white enlisted men now authorized
the Army Air Forces from Reception Centers while the monthly quote of colored

» enlisted men has been established at 8,500
i
1 Attaech Chief, Militery Personnel Division
Ltr fr Hg, ASC, to CG, AAF,
dtd 3 August 1943
~ W"MWA T e }
TOs Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Persomnel, DhTu Aug 1943 T
Military Personnel Division T e« TGN
Comment No, 2
FROL: Asgistant Chief of Alr Staff, OC&R, Programs Branch JeLsmls 72814
’ Attached ig a copy of the action teken,
251 CENIPAL FILES
3&%» - = N
* 5 \
) ;;1/' Date 3.;’}{:‘?;:"_1:?;
+ BYRON . BRUGCE "'~/ .
'g Incl- ‘Colonel, Air Corps‘ Yorwacded by 3% J
;\ Copy of : AC/AS, Fersianely |
H 1tr mentioned . \
z‘ : above and lst 'éw&.éi;’,,,,,_,_:: ________ »
; Ind, - {? g 2
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o JSLimls
Ext, 728
SUBJECT: Allotment of Enlisted Personnel, Colored. 1L

lst Ind.

e Do Hge, Army Sir Forces, sushington, D, C. 28 August 1943, To:
Corpending Ceneral, Alr Service Command, Fatterson Field, Fairfield,
Ohio,

Disaprroved in view of iths recent substantisl reduction in
the intake quote of white enlisted men and an increese in the intuke
quota of colored enlisted men, The Army Alr Torees is scheduled to
recoive a given pervesntege of colored enlisted men which have been
ineluded in the Army Alr Torces Frogras in gpecific units, It is
necessary that thess units be mermed by colored perszomnel,

By comsand of General ARNQOLD:

TONFIDENTIAL
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A
& Alletment of fnlinted Permpomel, Unloved.

Communding Gapepsl, Avay Sir Foreas, sshincton, 0.

1. The follewing is » llat of shortsres of Sy Sorpe “mlisted
Pereopnel, Golored in Alr Service Cowsend Unlbe:d

hdmindstrotive & Techeicnl Clerk
Dol swens

ddrplooe Avsorey

Boabeight Yechonic

Ay Forces Undlo Vechsuls

iy Porcen Uasile Operstor & . schamie
femy Birplone sd Suglne Heckonis
Firplone $leetrical Ppeclsiist
fMrplsos Inetroment Upeeladicd
sfrplane Propeller Unesiaiisg
Adrnisne Sheot etel Forker
Lfroiene womivorker

hrmy Siyplsss Tope & Tobrie oriwr
waebiniet

Fersshube Mpger & Yepalvean
salier

{pok - Baltor

Feote Lohoreiory Tedhniolisn
intometive Liuipnent Nechsnie
Hoavy Automotiwe Heulpment Operstor
Ay Forves Puintew

fehey Sposinlist

211 Other Unlieted Hem

TOTAL

: . bt
%@m RpwBrnoworESitlivnones

W
3

2. The following is s 1ieb of shoringes of lweritewmsnisr Uorpe Pplicted
Varsonrsl, “olored ie Jperiermester Vrock temproies wnder jurisiletiop of
JAr Sorvicg Gonmends

Sabomebile Meslwpic o 7

277545

i




kS o R g » HES
Ly wr Vo, AFy B cweand 3643,

Glerk - Adaindetrotive 4 Caesndes} FE
Lok~ Sk R
E%ézmxy Lomiprent Doeratos 781
b Tudp et Opsretor BhRR
?@ﬁﬁ» ;mmms:s or Siwellinpeons T

T« The fellewving ix 2 st of werisger of dpliated Dereennel, Golored
in Ghemienl, Mm’m fi Tedgewse At Sionsl Vorpes Unlte apder Swrisdicbian of
i avyice Commmnd

Shemiosl S
Llerk « Adeinletrative & Ponbndoel o
ok - Bnler 5
Lisevriging i1
Gapsral deshenie by
Junrd Patrolwsn o9y
Light Younipeert Jpereter %
T4 shographer i 2]
Heahiodsy 2
wunlitions “orker 12
Faosozrophar 7
arglesl b4
Hpodworker -
Tﬁﬁ?ﬁi@ Z%@%

He  This Hasdquerters bas foond thet 14 s very d4ffenlt to tredn
colored Ealisted Mep in porierwebsry Truck w*‘ﬁmﬂ*f’&%iﬁﬁ% due o the wype of
personoel badng allotivd to the Aly Jervice Uomesnd. 1% hew besn nacessery
e soresn ae wny sz four or Dive handred Colorad Wnlisted sden to obtsin
suffisient guslifisd personnul for one ‘pertersester Truck Sompony, It is
racomsendsd that all Solored “perterss ster “ruch Uompenies asnent 1%1%
wpsriarsesber Tromk Compsny (O vi%if.m) neo 1908nd Carrtersester Trogk Cempany
{svhotion) now wuew A4 o the Ay Servies Commemd, be rodesigneted se thibe
cmnrterasster Truck Compendes cnd bels Haadauartors pe pleen cothority to
tranefer the 5G9 Ynlisted MHep now sesigned to these wnite o Aviation
Squedrene snd exrmy 216 ne eurplue peedimg wosiweiion of sdditional Awietlon
Srmadrons.,

Fox the cormeniirg Dererall

B

GAURER B, B,
%, m{é}‘m’i* Lir iﬁ@m.
Chief, MAlitery Fareonnsl Cection,
- Porvonmel Treining Uivielen.
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THADAUARTIRS 07 THT AT ATR TORCES
TASIIT TN, D. C.
AT 291,20 (ATACT)

Do TESmige. R T T

i
h
i

T

SUBJTCT: Disturbances among ifepro troops.

TO: Comnanding Generals,
A11 Air Torces,
' 411 independent Army Alr Forces commands.

i Commandant,

; Army Air Torces School of Apnlied Tactics.

| ji Comnonding O:rficers, . )
! : All exempted Army \ir Forces stations

(In continental Unitel States).

Confidential lett\r, this headquarters, above file, subject, and
address, 20 \ugust 1943, is rescinded. AlLl copies thereof will be
removed from the files ond destroyed. -

3y comarnd of Tcneral RNOLD: :
™ (‘i
< 'M-\ ‘\
\\‘~ \ N
. S e L -
;, IRENAY \ &) \

| 0 C. ITLETR,

| Colonel, A, G. D.,
f l ‘ Air djut-nt General.
|
1
I
i

N

R

IISTRIBUTTON: : . Y
As indicated plus
211 Hq. offices.

" GCONFIDENTIAL
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o~ { HEADQUARTERS ARMY uATIRT\FORCES /A7
\ QUASTERS AT ERAFRAL ) TALLY
/ ROUTING %ND RECORD SHEET —
. . ) NO.
,f/
ECT:
M Negro Troops
@, i s

W . v . L -
Aviation Petroleum Branch, MMé&D Wil vrs e Sin

FROM: ACAS,MM&D, Supply end Services Division

1. Attention is invited to inclosed copy of R&R dated 13 July 1943,
It is requested that necessary action

above subject, and inclosure thereto,
be teken to'comply therewith,

L7
E., P, ROSE,
.00101131’ A, C.

1 Incl.
- R&R dtd 7/13/43 to
MM&D fm Air Adj. Gen,
w/cy ltr AAF 291.2.

a7 T e B Ay,

bATE 22 July 1943

COMMENT NO.__1 _
DBS-]./CEE‘: dk.2105

A TV TR
R

3.1109 A.F..




JMMEDIATE ACTION
«ONFIDENTIAL''

WAR DmPARTMENT
Office of The Chiei of Stafy
washington

IEVORANDUM FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL, AWMY ATR FORCES,
- COMMANUING GEIERAL, ARNY GROUND TORCES,
COMMANDING GREMZRAL, ARMY SERVICE FORCES:

Subject: Negro Troops.

e
[

1. Digaffection among negro soldiers continues to constitute an
immediately serious problem, In recent wecks there have been riots of
a racial character at Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi; Camp Stewart, Georglas
lMarch Field, California; Fort Bliss, Texas; Camp Breckinridge, Kentuckys;
‘and at San Luls Obispo, California., At other stations therc are indica=
tions of unrest which may erupt,

2. All of the reported disturbances follow a fairly definite
pattern, Unrest and disaffection begin with real or fancied incidents
of discrimination and segregation, No positive action is taken to over-
come the causes of irritation or unrest, Gossip or rumor of a nature
designod to excite the men circulates among the units and a minor ine
" cildent brings on a general outbreal.

3. A study of detailed reporte of many such cares indicates that
there is general evidence of fallurc on the part of commanders of some
echelons to appreciate the¢ seriousness of the problem and their inherent
responsibility. Also apparcnt is the lack of appreciation of the urgent
necessity of continuous and vigorous action to prevent incldents of dis-
crimination and the spread of inflammatory gossip and to take positive
preventive measures to spike an impending outbreak., In some instances
officirs have not exercised that closc supervision which is necessary
to keep them aware of the pulse or temper of their unit,

L. Under no circuymstanccs can there be a command attitude which
mekes allowances for the improper conduct of either white or ncgro soldlers,
among themselves or towards each other. Improper conduct cannot be justi-
fied on the basis of relative average intelligence., Discipline is not a
matter of intelligence., Breaches of discipline must be handled firmly,
legally, and without compromising any standards of conduct, and this is
true whether the problems deal exclusively with white troops, with ncgro
troops, .or with both, Adequate facilities and accommodations will be pro=
vided negro troops, with the understanding, howsver, that therc can be no
discrimination in favor of negro trocps which compromise disciplinary
standards.

CONFIDENTTIAL

o

CONFIDENTIAL®
IMMEDIATE ACTION

e e e

e a5 bl St i OB o G2 IR b 28 37 S sl 8 IS TS




CONFIDENTIAL
7

5. Maintenance of discipline among soldiers and good order between
soldiers and the civilian population is a definite command responsibility,
Hutinous conduct will be dealt with as such and violations of the prinsi-
ples of military discipline will not be countenanced in any element el the
Army, Prompu and effective disciplinary meacures must be taken to punish
those guilty of such derelictions. Failure on the part of any commander to
concern hlmself personnally and vigorously with this prcblem will be eon-
sidered as evidence of lack of capacity and cause for reclassification and
removal from assignment,

6. These instructions will be transmitted to the proper elements of
your command and the necessary supervision established to insure a rigid

compliance therewith.
N l.l;- ‘:';,:I‘ 2 ——nn
' g\\\\ ‘\”\f\ﬁg‘“”“
YiChief of Staff

SUBJECT: Negro Troops.
SPX 291.2 (13 Jul 43)0B-S-F lst Ind, MEB/med 2B 939

Waxr Department, A,S,F,, A,G., 13 July 1943, = To: Commanding Generals,
First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Elghth, Ninth Service
Commands; The Milltary Dlstrlct of Jauhlngton' All Ports of Embarkation;
and Chiefe of All Technical Services, A,S.F,

le For eompliance,

2, It is desired that you distribute this communication to the
commanders of all Army Service Forces elements within the geographical
limits of your command who exercise command of a post, camp, station or
other installation, ©

3 It is further desired that each reecipient acknowledge reeeipt
of this eommunication indiecating the time and date of receipt by indorsee
ment hereon,

By command of Lieutenant General SOMERVELL;

i

// /Majér General
( Adjutant Genera

CONFIDPATIAL
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HEADQUARTERS “tj ﬁ@@ﬂ%s‘h
ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

‘

SUBJECT:

Negro Troops,

Assistant Chief of Air Steff, Training. 0ATE 13 July 1943.
Air Adjutant Genersl,

COMMENT NO.__ 1
EAB/11/71128

In connection with the attached confidential letter AAF 291.2, 13 July 1943,
the Deputy Chief of Air Staff desires that officers from your office sent out
into the field on official visits closely observe the extent to which post

cormanders are complying with the letter and spirit of the instructions of the
Chief of Staff, and submit full report of any infractions thereof,

FRED C. MILNER
Colonel, &. G. D.

4Air Adjutent Genersl,
1l Incl.

Copy of ltr,
AAF 291.2, 13 July 1943,

¢ £ ANt

To Mgl & Betand el o
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CORFIDENRIAL

{ 2FDARY

13 July 1943
SURSTLYE  Yegro troons.

T0t Commending Genernls,
All Aly Forces,
£11 independent Army Alr Forces commands
Commandant,
Army Alr Forees School of Anplied Trnetics
Commending Officers,
A1) exempted Army Alr Forces atetions,

1. The follewing extraet from Hemorandum on the above gubject, from
leneral Ceorge 0. Mershall, Chief of Staff, ig repeated for your information
rmd suidance:

"1, MealtTection among negro soldisras continuce to constitute an
immedistely serions problem. In recent weelts there hove heen rinte of a
ragial character at Camp Vean Dora, MNissiasiopls Camp Stewart, Ceorglss March
Fleld, Californing Fort Blies, Texne; Crmp Preciinridee, Xentucky; =nd at
Bean Tmie Obiepo, Celifornia., A% other stations there rre indicatieong of
unrest which may erupt,

2. A1)l of the reported dlsturbrnees follow a frirly deflinite
pattern. Unrest end dis-ffection berin with resl or fsncied incidents of
disorinination and segregntion, Wo vogitive zmetion is takten to overcome the
gausge of irritstion or unrest. Gosmeip or rumor of & nature designed to
exeite the men circulstes nmong the uvnits and a minor incident Yrings on a
general outbreak.

Bs & etudy of detsiled revorts of many sueh csses indicntes that
there iz general evidence of failure on the part of commanders of some
achelons to sppreciste the seriocuesness of the problem snd their inherent
regnonsibility., Also asppesrent is the lack of appreciastion of the urgent
nacessity of continuous and vigorous sction to prevent incidents of diserine-
ination =nd the spread of inflammatory mossip and to tske positive preventive
measures to spike an lmpending outbresk., In some instonces officers have not
exercised that close supervision which is necessary to keep them asware of the
pulse or temper of theilr unit.

4, Under no circumstances can there be n command attitude which
makes allowances for the improper conduet of dther white or negro soldlers,

CONPIDENTIAL




CONPINBMIAL

smong themselves or towards esch other. Improper conduct eannot be Justified
on the besls of relative sverage intelligence. Discipline is not = matter of
inielligence. Breaches of discinline must be hendled firmly, legeally, and
without comvromisine any stendards of conduet, and this 1s true whether the
provless desl exclusively with white troops, with negro troops, or with both.
sdeguate Toeilitles 2nd = ccommodations will be provided nepro troops, with the
pndaretmding, howvever, that there can be no diseriminstion in favor of negro
troons wvhich coupromise discinlinary standards.

5. Meintensnce of discivline smong soldiere osnd good order between
soldiers and the civilisn vopulation is n definite command responsibility.
ubtinons conduet will be deslt with ss such and violations of the wrinciples
of pilitary diseinline will not be countensmeed in any element of the Army.
Fromnt oad effective diseiplinary measures must be teken to punish those
guilty of such derelictions, Failure on the part of any comwander to concern
himself personally snd vigorously with this problem will be considered as
evidence of lack of capacity and esuse for reclascification end removel from
sasignment,”

2. These instructions will be transmitted to the proper elements of your
command snd the negessary supervision sstablished to insure s rlgld compliance
therewith,

By commend of Cenersl ARNOLD:

FRED ¢, MILNPR
Colonel, A.0.D.,
Alr fdjubant General.

NISTRIBUTION:
te {adiceted nlus 211
assistant chiefs of Air Staff
and chiefs of *all specizl siafl offices.

CONFIDENTIAL




INDEX SHEET

FILE : -=%28% Negro G,H,Q,, Negro Troops

=79/ 2

DateAug 27, 1943

SYNOPSIS

Agst Chief of Air Staff, Training, Technical Training Division

TheAir Adjutant General

SUBJECT: Training of Sub Standard Individuals and Units

Original filed under No. 322 Operational Training Unit




CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DIPARTI T
HADQUARTTERS 05 T97 AR AIR JORCES
TTASHITON, D, C.

%

("FACT)

27 ‘uzust 1943

Disturbances among Mearo troops.

Comn=nding Gererals,

A1l Air Jorces,

A1l independent irmy Air Forces comasnds.
Commandant,

Army Adlr Forces School of Apnlied Tactics.
Comm-nding Officers,

A1l exempted Army \ir Forces stations.
(In continentzl United States).

Confidential letter, this headquarters, above file, subject, and
address, 20 ugust 1943, is rescinded. All copies thercof will be
renoved from the files sond destroyed.

-

By comn~nd of Tcnerni \RFOID:

T ~
L V|,JD [\J.

Colorel, 1. G. .,
Adir Vjut-nt General.

DISTRIBUTTION:

As indicrted plus
all Hq. offices,

i

_GONFIDENTIAL
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

QENRES -

SUBJECT:

Technical Training Rates f‘or\%ﬁym-}&%s bnlisted ken (Clolorcc),
June 1943 — fugust 1944,

To:

FROM:

2 LG - e s ATE )
2580 Gsar of nir Stafl, Personnel, nttn: Iilitary D 27 fug 1943
Personnel Tivision.

. o g o COMMENT NO.
Asst, Chief of fdr Staff, Training, S
fechnical Training Division, EFACT=3/3/PCH-pyh 71028

1. Inviting attention to directive of this date, same s’:ubject, to the
0%, AAF¥ Training Command, copy attached hereto ac ‘nclosure #l.

ROBELT 1], HARPHR,
VH,Brigadi’ér General, U, 5, Army,
/f Incl:
- Oy. directive to 3G, AAFTC,

Forwavded by
AC/f B0, toisonnel’

LEPu?

[

]

(vbowe ) =gy 2 /oF

TraNS & LIaloUNicewn

T OHAS AL T
AT CHASWLALL -

SECRET

PAGE
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,@“zﬁ/ 27 Awguet 1943

ST Teohalesl Yreining Mates for Alr Jorps dndisted don (Jolored),
Juse 1943 -~ August L4k

Ty Commonding Cenaral ,
A5Y Treledng Commandy
Fore Saepth, Texes.

i« Referents fs smads f{o seoret letier, thiz Headguarters,
3 dugust 1943, sase evhlect. ‘ihe Anmy ALYy Yorces progrem te utilise
gsolored personnel bos been modified. In the mesr fubure, you will ree
aaive revised ragiresendts for treined bteehuiocal and sdpinisteative
pevsermed o Lhle category. The new veQuirenmenbs will oull for hedium
Dombyrduent (B-26) perscnnel coosiderably ln sdwnes of Lhe sates as
fndlosted in the dlrective of 9 Auguab 1943. letails of Lhe sew roguirse
pents are being compubed in shis Hsaduynarters at Lhe present time and
will b fommrded to you sl the esrilest precidoabile dete.

L Pending reeeiph of the revised reguirements, it is desired
that you bake solion 8% onoe Lo graduste the tobal mebers of tralned
tevindosl and adeiodstratlve persounsl as callsd fur in che direative
of 5 mupuet 1943, in scooerdente wibh the Jellowing schedulesy

1/3 of Present total requiresents
{n each specialty. 15 Febyuery 1944

3/3 of Prasent btotal requirements
in saoh apocisliy. 15 Hareh I94d

1/9 of Present tobal reguirmments
in saoh speclelty. 15 Apwil 1944

By command of Usmeral ARKOLD:

RUERT W. HANPER, '
Prigadier UDenerval, Y. H. Ammy
Angt. hdel of Aiy ﬁ'ﬁﬁi’f}
Zraining.
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CoaME I TIAS
HEADQUARTERS

ARMY AIR FORCES BASIC-ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL

UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT

In Reply Refer To: Stewart Field, West Point, N. Y.

oo b
e =2 gy

" 25 fugust 1943 Nj)
W;aaw-w@w‘ﬂ”‘“"«

SUBJECT:  Distrubances among llegro Troops.

TC: Commanding General, Hdo., Army Air Forces, ‘ashington 25, D.C.
ttention: Assistant Caief of Air Staff, Training. (;\&
e ¢ s° ar—

%, - v
- 4?, N .f TN s e
SO PV I S S

Hasse/ : ,
1. Referring to youré{iq;’:g':eﬂgt;}yg;‘ AAF 291.2, (AFACT) 20 Aupust 1943, \%
Headouarters, Army Alr Forces, the unit at this station has had a basic
training course comprising all the basic subjects. At the present time,
these troops are having orientation lectures, physical training and % &
i

marksmanship.

2. An additional troop school is to be instituted in the early
Fall, which will be comprised largely of special programs, of which
the prime objective will be to intensify and emphasize their discip-
linary training, thus complying with basic directive, Q

]l Colonel, Air Corps,
Commandant .
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Date pug 25, 1943

SYNOPSIS

Asst Chief of Air Staff, Tralning

Commapding Gemeral, Air ¥orces, Eastern Eégenae Commend and Firss
Alr Ferce, Mitchel Field, Few York

Original filed under No. 210 7 Asuignment
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A BONFIDENTIAL o
f‘j .Lfl’lP(
LIF irls
\ ‘i
\\/ 24, August 1943

SUBJECT: Request for Desigrnation of Colored Persomnel
Included in Fonthly Growth of Air Transport
Comwand WMenning Tables Prepared as of 20 August,

F . .
3. B AD, Y

O ¢t Commanding General,
Air Transport Command,
Washington, D. C.

-~ P,
S

1. TheL§%§ﬂ§§§nsggg§wggggéggffrepared and submitted to
this office Mafiing Tables dated 20 August, 1943 showing the
on hand® strength and the monthly increments from Sentember,
1943 to Auvgust 1945. These tables show total strengths without
breaking them down between white and colored.

2, At the present time the only colored enlisted per-
sonnel sssigned to Adr Transport Command asccording to our records
is in the 996th Q¥ Platoon Transportation Alr Base at Morrison
Field, West Palm Beach, Florida, with an authorized T/0 enlisted
strength of sixty (60).

3. The Statistical Report (Form 128) as of 31 July, 1943
indicated that there were 99 colored enlisted men in the 999th
QM Platoon Transportation Alr Base ag compared with the author
ized strength of sixty (60).

4e Using the totdl colored enlisted "on hand" strength
of 99 as that portion to be colored of the total enlisted Yon
hand® strength indiceted in the Manning Tables, it is reguested
that this office be informed as to those portions of the wonthly
increments in each of the Manning Tables for the psriod March 1944
to December 1944, inclusive, which might be colored.

5, It would be of assistance to this office to know if eny
proposed utilization of additional colored persomnel by the Air
Transport Command in the period of Narch 1944 to December 1944

..
W ?
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subject: Request for Desionation of Colored Personnel Included
in Yonthly Crowbth of Alr Transport Command Hanning
Tables Provered as of 20 August, 1943.

would be in types of work such as Guard Squadrons, Aviation
Squadrons, Q1 Platoons Transportation Air Base, Medical Detach=
ments, etc. so that it can e separated by type of service.

By command of General ARROLD:
Siguec
JOEE By COOLBY,

Gulongl, A-GeDop
Assisinn . o falawant Genoral.

OFFICE SYMBOL

SIGNATURE OF
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER
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INDEX SHEET

FILE: 291.2 Colored Troops C’?&Q_.ﬁ,,7
/

-Date August 24, 1943

SYNOPSIS
From: Recuirements & Resources Branch
To: Enlis ted Branch (Attention Major Jones)

SUBJECT: Technical School Trainirg for Colored Troops of the Army
Air For ces

R&R

Original filed under No. 353 Training

w4112, 4-C-
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INDEX SHEET

FILE :  201.2 Race /WB (
e"}r i

Date pug ,ga% , 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: TheAdjutant General's Office, Weshington, D, C,

N To: Comnanding General, Army Air Forces

SUBJECT: Use of legro Officers in Special Service Activities

Lsr,

Original filed under No. 211 Officers

3
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21 August 1943.
MFMORAIDUYM FOR WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL 8TAPF, (3.

Subjectbs Disturbances Among Hegro Troopg.

1. Attention is invited to lonfidential AAP 2912, thisz Head-
guarters, 20 August 1943, subject: YDisturbances fmong Negro Troops®,
copy of which iz attached hereto as Inclosure No. 1.

2, This action is in response to WIGCT 291.21 (12 Jul 43),
your office, 9 August 1943, same subject, the original and duplicate of
which are stitached hereto as Inclosure loe 2.

Yor the Commanding Genersl, Army Air Porees:

ROBERT V'. HARPER,
Brigadier General;, Us O, Army,
Asgt. Chief of Alr Staff,
Training.

2 Inclosures: As mentioned shoves,

OFFICE SYMBOL SOyl 3

SIGNATURE OF
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER
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LR CAR . g WA DEPARTMERT
T b ’ WAR DEPARTHENT GENENMAL STAFF
T e = ORUAK IZATION AND TRAINING DIVISION Ge3
K %..-'
e ‘ WASHINGTON
A /7 WDGCT 891.21 (12 Jul 43)

9 hugust 1543.

~ MEMORAHDUM FOK THNE COMMANDING GENERALS, ARHY ATR FORCES:
ARMY GROUND FCORCES:
ARMY BEEVICE FURCES:

Bt

Subjeet: Disturbances Among Hegro Troops.

l. Expsrience during the psst several montha clearly
indicstes the necessity lur extended tralning progrems with ine
erensed omphasis upon diseipline for those unitas which, either
becsuse of a preponderaence of lowegrade persomnel, umsual wmental
attitude, or other remsons, 4o not progress satiafactorily within
the time nllotted under regular training programs.

2. It iy desired that extended MHobilizebion Treining
Programs be prapered end instituted for such unite snd for this
type of personnel in Replacement Training Centeres Their lemgth
should be up to six months and they should be ldentified by an
"4t for exsuple, TP lQeled, It will slso be necegsary to
desipnate formally those units training under these extended
programs in order that they msy not be committed bhefore receiving
sufficient training.

3« It is further desired, especiaslly during this pericd
of basle training, thet diseiplinary training be Intensified and
enphasliged.

4s Officers to train these units must be carefully
chogen, more 8o than for crdinary training sssignments. Unly
competent officers who are known to possess the proper mental
attitude with known ability to enforee military discipline among
these groups will be assigned. MNo officer who, by mental attitude,
intelligence, training, or enviromment, is prone to condone in-
herent wesknesaes of these troops, will be utilized during their
basie training. After a unit in this category haa demongtreted -
ite quality, a graduel substitution of ocfficers whose background
is similar to the troope may be effected.

By order of the Becretaiy of War:

RAY ﬁ' WRT’ER;
Brigadier General,
| Asgigtant Chief of Staff, G-3,
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AG 322 1st Ind. 53/18
Det Hq Army Air Forces Training Command, Knollwood Field, N.C., 21 August
1943.

To: Commending General, Army Air Forces, Washington 25, D. C.
This communicetion was initiated and is forwarded pursuant to

request made by the Assistant Chief of Staff for Training, Headquerters

Armmy Air Forces, to the Deputy Chief of Staff of the Army Air Forces
Training Command.

For the Commending General:

- lonel, GSC
/Deputy Chief -of Steff
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& HZADQUARTERS
o ARMY ATR FORCES EASTERN TECHNICAL TRAINING COMMAND
Greensboro, North Carolina

- , ) 17 August 1
g 46 sz led ) [ August 1943
SUBJECT: Training and Housing of Negro Troops at BTC #5, Miami Beach,
Florida.
TQ: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington, D. C. (THRU:

Commanding General, Army Air Forces Training Command, Knollwoal
Field, North Carolina

. 1. During a visit to the Fifth District incident to its absorption

- by the Bastern Technical Training Command, I was informed by the Commanding
General of the Fifth District that a quota of negro troops had been sched-
uled for training at BTC #9 in the immediate future. The Commanding General
of the Fitth District further informed me that the custom at Miami Beach
has been to require all negroes employed in any capacity on the beach, as
house servants or otherwise, to leave the beach before dark each night., He
further informed me.that rumors of the impending movement of negro troops
had reached the citizens of Miami Beach and that feelings were expressed
by certain citizens that troubles might easily develop there on account
of the previous custom,

2., The Commanding General of that District also invited my attent-
ion to the fact that all housing is in hotels, chiefly of the luxury type,
and in small apartments taken over by the Army for the purpose. Control
of personnel in these hotels and in the small apartments is more difficult

P than in stations built for the purpose.

3., All facilities are available at Miami Beach to house, mess and
conduct the training of the negroes, and directives of higher authority
will be promptly and efficiently carried out, but I feel that it is to the
interests of the Army Air Forces training program and the war effort as a
whole to avoid the possibility of unfavorable reaction by the citizeuns of
Miami Beach. Therefors, I strongly recommend that instead of sending them
to Miami Beach they be sent to one of the other Basic Training Centers of
the Eastern Technical Training Command.

JACOB E. FICKEL,
Major General, U. S. Army,
Commanding.




23 August 1943

l. For the record;-- 1In view of the situation as pre-
sented in basic letter, and directive of the Gommanding General,

Army Air Forces, the Training Command has been directed to
transler the training of this personnel to Greensboro, North

Carolina, Basic Training Center.

L. 0. RY

Colonel
A s
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SYNOPSIS

* From: Assistant Alr Ad¥utant Bemer-l - ' T T

To: “The Adjutent Ceneral, Washington, D, O,

SUBJECT: Negro Hilitary Personnel Stationed st Oscods Army
Alr Field, Oscoda, Hichigan

Origindl filed under No. 333,5 Investigation (Negroes)
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CONFIDENTIAL  Jry5

WAR DEPARTMTIT
HOADQUARTERS OF THT ARMY AIR FORCES

WASHINGTON, D. C.
AAF 291.2

(aAracy)
20 August 1943

SUBJTCT: Disturbances among Negro troops.

TO: Commanding Generals,

A1l iir Forces,

A1l indewendent rmy .ir Forces commands.
Comnandant,

Army Air Forces School of .\pplied Tactics.
Commanding Officers,

411 exempted irmy .ir Torces stations.
(In continental United States).

1. a. Attention is directed to letter, LIF 291.,2, this hesdguarters,
subject: "Negro troops," 1l July 1543. Because of a preponderance of low
grade versonnel, unusual mental aclitvdes of persomnel, and for other reasons,
certain units of the armed forces have not progressed satisfactorily. For
units of this type, nccessity clearly indicates a need for extended training
programs -rith special emphasis upon discipline. Tt is therelore directed that
appropriate commanders of the lrmy 'ir Forces take action as [ollows:

b. Extended unit traininc programs will be prebared and established
for such units immediately. Units to receive extended training will be formall
designated as such. In designating these units reference will be made to the
special training program employed and to the time required therefor, in order
to prevent their commitment before they are oroperly preparecd. As a major part
of these special programs, disciplinary training will be intensified and empha-
sized. .

¢. At basic training centers, individuals who do not display the
prover attitudes toward military discipline during the regulsr basic tra ining
period will not be made available for assignment to units until they are
sufficiently trained in this respect.

2., Officers selected to train these special units will be carefully
chosen, more so than for ordinary training assignments, Only competent office:
who are known to possess the proper mental attitude and who are known to have
ability to enforce military dlsolpllne among groups of this type will be
assigned. No officer who by mental attitude, 1nte111rence, training or enviro:
ment is prone to condone inherent weaknesses in these troops will be utilized
during their basic or special unit training. After a unit in fthis cabegory hac
demonstrated the proper state of discipline a gradual substitubion of officers
whose background is similar to that of the troops may be effected.




3. As the subject implies, this communication 1s prompted by disturbances
among Megro troops. It is not intended to infer that the cause for trouble
rests entirely with the Negro troops. The provisions of this Airective will %
anplied forcefully and relentlessly and without compromise of disciplinary
standards but at the sane time justly and legally based upon the real source o
the trouble, and ~rithout discrimination against either whites or Negroos.

lie Every commanding officer concerned will take personal cognizance of
the situation within his own command., Commanders to whom this directive is
addressed will report to this headquarters, (attention: Assistant Chiel of
Air Staff, Training) the action which they have token to carry oub the instruc
ions contained herein.

By command of General ARNOLD:

N

MILIER, -
Colonel, A. G. D.,
Alr Adjntant General.

DISTRIBUTION:

As indicated plus
all Hg., offices,
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f// HEADQUARTERS ARMY AR FORCES

/ :
: / ROUTING _AND RECORD SHEET o

5> SEGRET

SUB»JEC'W

TO:

FROM?

i.éw

‘\k i

L

:'Q%ighgé;‘Control Sguadron with Negro Enlisted Personnel
S : e 1vision . DATE 18 August 1943
(4ir Defense Branch)
AC/AS, OC&R, Theatre Branch COMMENT NO.__L
/43, ’ JWB: mk 3753

1. OPD, WDGS, has been informally queried as to requirements for
Fighter Control Squadrons manned by type personnel referred to in Comment
Number 1. Lkeply indicated that such a unit should be emoployed with type
units such as the 99th Fighter Squadron.

2. A cable concurred in by OPD, @%DGS, was forwarded by this office to
the North African Theatre Commander, requesting that he indicate whether the
332nd Fighter Group was desired for employment in his theatre. Upon receipt
of a suitable reply a Fighter Control Squadron composed of white officers and
colored enlisted personnel will be offered for assignment to the theatre.

3. Your office will be kept informed as to cable reply and OPD action.

l,

BAYJOR
Colonel, Air Corps

A

Dispatcheg ¢ -
i, /,f"}?}if,

on 4 .
- {\} gﬁg ’
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SEGRET

A,

PAGE=_3 — 3-1109 A.F
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY A|R FORCES

,i\\‘;g«gi}“h&ia"“ﬁ TALLY i
Sibaiie B o | Yy T
ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET —

NO.

;ﬁ%JECT? Fighter Centrol Sguadron with Negro Enlisted Personnel

d
qﬁg To: AC/hS, OC&R, Allocations & Programs Div., Programs Branch DATE 6 Aungust 1943
FrROM: AC/AS, OC&R, Theater Branmch COMMENT NO.__2
SAM: jmt 5009
For your comment on the feasibility eof putting this in the
program,
s J. W. BAYLGR,
i’i Colonel, Air Corps.
‘g ’ \3;»’\\
TG 3 Asst. C/a5, UC&R, Theater Brench Dete 9 August '43
FROM: wmsst. C/a3, OC&R, Irograms Branch. Coament o, _3
BiB/beb /4563

1. This Branch /recommended to the Lir Defense 3ranch of
UCeRk that a Fighter Control Sgquadron to be comnosed as indicated
in comment No. 1 be activated, It is believed that Requirements
gshould indicate the most feasible plece to activate this unit
and also its ultimate destination,

2. Upon receipt of this information from the Air Defense
@Eﬁ Brench this unit will be activated to take the place of a

PAGE 3-1109 A.F,

s 3
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES
TALLY 4
ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET FILE -
NO.
fOPUECTS  pghter Control Squadron with Negro Enlisted Personnel
‘ﬁ; T0: Asst G/AS, OCR (Theater Brench) DATE 3 Aug 1943
FROM: Asst C/AS, OCR (Air Defense Branch) COMMENT NO._1

oF Copt Cavanagh/edn/72676

1, The AAF Technical School smt Tomsh, Wisconsin recently graduated a quantity
v of negro enllsted personnel under the specialist rating of Radio Mechanie CNS
(8SN-759). The Radio Mechanic CNS is trained in the operation of VHF Fighter Coniro)
ground equipment and is employed in AAF Fighter Squadrons and Fighter Control
Squadrons,

2. There are at present 4 Fighter Squadrons composed exclusively of negro

) personnel but these units have on hand all suthorized communications personnel and,
»15: therefore, have no requirements for additional negro Radlio Mechanles CNS. To

‘@ utiligze these personnel as other than Padio Mechanic CNS would almost invarisbly

| result in a downward reclassificstlon and would, therefore, be in violation of cur-
1 rent War Department policy. Since reclassificstion is not desirable and no require-
ment exists in the colored Fighter Squadrons, these negro personnel can only be
used in a Fighter Control Squadron.

3, Since facllitles do not exist for the training of colored controllers,
communications officers and other officer specialists composing a Fighter Control
Squadron, it is considered impracticable to attempt to organlze a Fighter Control
Squadron composed entirely of negro personnel, It is believed that the most suit-
able sclution would be to organize a Fighter Control Squadron with white officers
and negro enlisted personnel and to ship this Squadron to a theater where coclored
personnel can be effectively employed.

&

4, It is recommended, therefore, that a Fighter Control Squadron to be composeqd
of white officers and negro enlisted personnel be activated at & sultable location
within the continental United States. This Squadron should be suthorized approxi-
mately 6% months in which to reach full strength, complete unit training and prepare
for oversess shlpment.

5. It is understood that the present shortage of personnel~will not permit
the activation of any units unless such units have already been commitied for
overseas shipment.

6, It is requested, therefore, thet a foreign commitment for the Fighter
Control Squadron described above be cbtained from the War Department and that this
Squadron be scheduled for shipment approximately 6% months after date of activation,

7, Request this Branch be informed when foreign commitment is obtained in

order that necessary actlon may be tsken to arrange activation, organization and
training prior to oversess movement,

227 Colonel Air Corps &2

‘§E@&{"H-} ,

3-1109 A.F,
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; HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES @@NH@E{N}T“A& —

NO.
oL ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET —
C . 4 KO
SUBJECT?
Dig?éibances Among Negro Troops.
TO: Wwir Adjutant General DATE 17 August 1943
FrRoM: Asdt Chief of Air Staff, Training COMMENT NO.___ 1
! AFACT-3/B/PCH/bp
Ext. 71028

1., It is requeated that a letter similar to the attached draft be
published to Commanders of all Air Forces and Air Force Commands.

2. Attention invited to correspondence attached hereto as
Inclosure #2.

3. Request this office be advised of the action taken.

ROBERT ¥. HARPER
2 Incls i/Brigadier General, U. S. Army.

Incl 1 - Draft of above subject. "?“
Incl 2 = Memo dtd 8/9/43, same subject.
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AAF 291.2 ) (AFACT)

20 August 1943

Subject: Disturbances among Negro troops

To s #R

l.a.Attention is directed to letter, AAF 291.2, this headquarters,
subject: "Negro troops," 14 July 1943. Because of a preponderance of
low grade personnel, unusual mental attitudes of personnel, and for other
reasons, certain units of the armed forces have not progressed satisfactorily.
For units of this type, necessity clearly indicates a need for extended
training programs with special emphasis upon discipline. It is therefore
directed that appropriate commanders of the Army Air Forces take action

as follows: Iy
3630/

k. Extended unitLE?alning programs/will be prepared and
established for such units immediately. Units to redeive extended
training will be formally designated as such. In designating these units
reference will be made to the special training program employed and to
the time required therefor, in order to prevent their commitment before
they are properly prepared. As a major part of these special progranms,
disciplinary training will be intensified and emphasized.

b. At basic training centers, individuals who do not display
the proper attitudes toward military discipline during the regular basic
training period will not be made available for assignment to units until
they are sufficiently trained in this respect.

2. Officers eelected to train these special units will be carefully
chosen, more so than for ordinary training assignments. Only competent
officers who are known to possess the proper mental attitude and who
are known to have ability to enforce military discipline among groups of
this type will be assigned. No officer who by mental attitude, intelligence,
training or environment is prone to condone inherent weaknesses in these
troops will be utilized during their basic or special unit training.

After a unit in this category has demonstrated the proper state of
discipline a gradual substitution of officers whose background is similar
to that of the troops may be effected.

3. As the subject implies, this communication is prompted by

disturbances among Negro troops. It is not intended to infer that the

cause for trouble rests entirely with the Hegro troops. The provisions of

this directive will be applied forcefully and relentlessly and without

compromise of disciplinary standards but at the same time justly and 1egally
based upon the real source of the trouble, and without disckimination agaln
either whites or Negroes, /V7C

%”,b
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4. Every commanding officer concerned will take personal cognizance
of the situation within his own command. Commanders to whom this directive
is addressed will report to this headquarters, (attention: Assistant
Chief of Air Staff, Training) the action which they have taken to carry
out the instructions contained herein.

By command of GENERAL ARNOLD:

Distribution:
as indicated plus
all Ha. offices




FENFIGERTIAL

DRAFT

WAR DEPARTMENT
/&Q?%faﬂf/'Z/ HEADQUA%§§§§N220§hLDAR¥Y AIR FORCES ;Tﬂ
] ° . [”ﬁ/c’ﬁlc/

16 August 1943

SUBJECT ¢ Diaturbances/Khong Negro/2§oops.

TO: Commending Generals,

All Air Forces,

All independent Army Air Forces commsnds.
Commandant,

Army Air Forces School of Applied Tactics.
Commending Officers,

All exempted Army Air Forces stations.
(In continental United States).

_ALelles, Zzgoiéédzf}%‘“ﬁfééﬁj
1. Attention is directed EB;AAE%@%%zé,jﬁk&ﬂ&gﬁuadqaa¥$eva§ b 3
$EEE=t9eS subject:s '"Negro Troops."j echuss of a preponderance of
low grade persomnnel, unusual mental attitudes of personnel, and for
other reasons, certain units of the,&?med ?%rces have not progressed

satisfactorily. For units of this type, necessity clearly is indi=-
cated for extended training programs wpich lace special emphasis

upon discipline.ifi N> o> St /¢ﬁ224/wa
)K; Aecordinglyy appropriate commenders of the Army Air Forces
) ’ 2 z .

@ ) e Vﬁ%ikQﬁavﬁyf

a. Bxtended unit training programs will be prepared and
established for such units immediately. Units to receive extended
training will be formally designated as such. In designating these
units reference will be made to the special training program em-
ployed and to the time required therefor, in order to preventﬁEBﬁ-
mitment ef thewe—writs before they are properly prepared. As a
major part of thess special programs, disciplinary training will be
intensified and emphasized.

QE? At basic training centers, individuals who do not dis-
play the proper attitudes toward military discipline during the
regular basic training periodjp will not be made available for assign-
menty to units until they are sufficiently trained in this aoga:&{/3%7hfa%,




BoUTIBERTIAL

ZL()< Officers selscted to train these special units will be care=
fully «chosen, more e&pefh&&ymchosan then for ordinary training assign=-
ments. Only competent officers who are known to posgess the proper
mental attitudegl and who are knowggto ave ability to enforce mili=-
tary discipline "among whese ﬁroupﬁ A6 assigned. No officery
who by mental atititude, 1ntelllgence,‘tra1n1ng or environmenty is
prone to condone inherent weeknesses € these troopsy will be utilized
during their basic or special unit training. After a unit in this
category has demonstrated the proper state of discipliney a gradual
substitution of officers whose background is similar to ke troopsy may
be effected. L ryr,

7

*

dlsturbances among negro troops. It is 125 intended todmply)that
the caused for trouble restsentirely with,negro troops. rovisions

of this directive will be applied forcefully and relentlessly w1th— 4/ ”ZLW
out compromise of disciplinary standards¥ bt ad T 2t
applied justly and legally based upon the real sourceg of} rouble,

and without discrimination against either whites or]yggroea.

Zr % As the subject implies, this communication is prom?ted by\mwxﬂ&f%m,?

: ~,
Lr g Frarrns
L/;§Q Every commanding officer concerned will take personal cog= " ., - /
5 . . . . . - ,/&rv = L,f/lf/z_’/z, g,
nizance of the situation within his own commend. Commanders ef-all™ O isrlseav nol
_MA;raﬁnrces,mAlrwhonce“Commands,mtheMSeha94f9£~App%tad~$&e%&egiand« sreeet i
s(Withinthe—tomtinental- United-States)
will report the—sotie ”*;haxem%akon to this headqu rtersh
ttention. A331stant Chief of Air StafﬁjTralnln%> aL &477 A%%éA&J(
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CONFIDEMTIAL

WAR DEPARTMENT
WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAFF
ORGANIZATION AND TRAINING DIVISION G=-3
WASHINGTON

WDGCT 291.21 (12 Jul 43)

9 August 1943,

MEMORANDUM FOR THE COMMANDING GENERALS, ARMY ATR FORCES:
ARMY GROUND FORCES:
ARMY SERVICE FORCES:

Subject: Disturbances Among Negro Iroopse.

l. Experience during the psst several months clearly
indicates the necessity for extended treining programs with in-
creased emphasis upon discipline for those units which, either
because of a preponderance of low-grade personnel, unusual mental
attitude, or other reasons, do not progress satisfactorily within
the time allotted under regular training programs.

2. It is desired that extended Mobilization Training
Progrems be prepared and instituted for such units and for this
type of personnel in Replacement Training Centers. Their length
should be up to six months and they should be identified by an
"A", for example, MTP 10-l-A., It will also be necessary to
designate formally those units training under these extended
progrems in order thet they may not be committed before receiving
sufficient traininge.

3. It is further desired, especislly during this periecd
of basgic training, that disciplinary training be intensified and
emphasized.

4, Officers to train these units must be carefully
chogsen, more so than for ordinary training assignments., Only
competent officers who are known to possess the proper mental
attitude with known ability to enforce military discipline among
these groups will be assigned. No officer who, by mental attitude,
intelligence, training, or environment, is prone to condone in-
herent weeknesses of these troops, will be utilized during their
basic training. After a unit in this category has demonstrated
its quality, a gradual substitution of officers whose background
is similar to the troops may be effected.

By order of the Secretary of War:

RAY E. PORTER,
Brigadier General,
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3,

GONFIDEN T IAL




, DuieAug 11 1943

SYNOPSIS

Office of Air Engineer

Commanding Cfficers

SUBJECT: Training Notes for Officers Assigned to Duby with
Hegro Troopse

Original filed under No. 321 Engineers

He
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FILE: &m&mﬁmmm i
Date August 7,1943
SYNOPSIS

From: Asst Chief of Air Staff, Training

To: Commanding General, Army Air Forces Training Command
Texss and Pacific Buildirng, Fort Worth Texss

SUBJECT: Tr-ined Personnel Recuiremente (Colored)

ﬂfﬁ§‘%&
& .2
Original filed under No. Wak" Requirements

V~4112’A»C-




INDEX SHEET

291.2 Negro

Date 1.&1]%0 3, 1945

SYNOPSIS

4Asst, Chief of air Staff, Training, Technical Training
Division.

aAsct. Chief of air Staff, Intelligence,

SURBJICT: Trained Personnel Requirements
(air Corps, Colored).

Original filed under No. 320.,2 Requirement Personnel

A5




INDEX SHEET

207 .2 Bace

031 Lleanor oosevelb

201 It Col. @0y we Corson (N)

201 Capt Joseph f. Lloyd (Q) 6:322¢M§y

Date geeaas 1913

SYNOPSIS

The Lir Inspector

Som. Gen., Third Air [orce, Tampa, Florida

vl
"ilitary Investisgation of Company By f20kth Kir
Bage Securitv Battalion.

Lth Ind.

P

Sec. b Jod - deegy 3/ 3
4
Original filed under No. 333,5 Investigation Hilitary /‘-%/2‘% Km
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INDEX SHEET

SYNOPSIS

Asst Chief of Alr Staff, Training

Date gog 3, 1943

Commanding Gemeral, First Alr Force, Mitchel Feld, New York
THRU: Commanding Gemeral, Fastern Defenve Command and First Army
Governors Islshd, New York

SUBJECE: Overseas Commitment of Colored O, %, Unita

Original filed under No.




