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1mlBENIAL
HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

ROUTINE AND RECORD SHEET

SUBJECT: Alleged Racial Discrimination, Amarillo Army Air Field, Amarillo, Texas

General Arnold DATE 30 Nov 1943

General Jones C NT NO. 1
)pdh/74364

1. An investigation of the attached complaint from Negro soldiers in
the 364th Avn. Sq., Amarillo, Texas, indicates that there was some merit in
their complaint.

2. Testimony shows that these Negro troops were held on "crop alert"
and for an unknown reason not allowed to participate in local parades and
reviews, a discrimination which greatly humiliated them. No reason is known
for this attitude and it has since been corrected.

3. There was no U.S.O. available to colored troops in operations at
Amarillo. This matter is now being corrected.

4. Testimony indicates that the colored exchange closed at 2000, whereas
other exchanges remained open until 2100. This matter has been corrected.

5. There was further evidence that colored soldiers who went on sick
report and were marked duty, were immediately included in a detail for bringing
rocks into camp. Apparently this was done by the local commander for the
purpose of decreasing applicants for sick call. The local commander has now
been relieved.

6. This Squadron is no longer carried on a crop alert and its personnel
now receive the same furlough privileges as other organizations.

JUNIUS W,. NE
Brigadier eral, U .S.A.,
The Air Inspector.

2 Incls.
#1-Ltr dtd 10/14/43,

w/notation from General Arnold.
#2-Ltr dtd 10/14/43 fr 364th Avn Sq.
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COPY - ORIGINAL ATTACHED

AMARILLO FELD
AMARILLO, TEXAS

364th Aun. Sq.
Army Air Field
Amarillo, Texas
Oct. 14th, 'f43

General Arnold
Commanding General

of' the U.S. Army Corps
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

We Negro soldiers aren't being treated right at all. We

know when we give our service to our Country we should be treated

as soldiers, regardless of color, and I know if you knew how we

were treated, there would be something done for us.

Yours truly for Victory, Sir.

617",0
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COPY - ORIGINAL ATTACHED

364th Aun. Sqd.
Amarillo Army Air Field
Amarillo, Texas
U. S. Army
Oct. 14th, 1943

General Arnold
Commanding General

of the U. S. Army Air Corps
Washington, D. C.

General, Sir:

We Negro soldiers are not treated right - not at all, Sir.

We are Negro soldiers of the 364th Aun. Sir, if we go on sick

call, we have to break rocks for doing so.

Most of us are unable to do our duties; feet hurt, headaches,

backaches, kidney trouble, and lots of other complaints.

The doctors don't try to reach our trouble. He will say,

"Nothing is ill with that Negro", and pass him up.

General, Sir, you know a person cannot soldier while hurting

too. General, Sir, there are lots more we have not mentioned, Sir.

We do want to serve our Country, Sir.

Yours for Victory, Sir.

36/4th Aun.

~, i'~/ ~
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HEADQUARTERS
ARMY AIR FORCES TRAINING COMMAND

FORT WORTH, 2, TEXAS 12G

2.4 NOV 1943

SUBJECT: Trained Personnel Requirements (Colored).

TO Con:ending General, Army Air forces, 1ashington, D.C.
Attention: Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Training,
(M ijor H. 0. McTaue).

1. For your information the followiing directive
ing of colored bombardier-navigator air crews have b n issued:

Date
a. The Eastern Flying Training Comnand has gyggg(r pe to

initiate flexible gunnery training of eighty (80) bom ardier candi-
dates on 23 December 19O,-3. This training will be con a
Field.

b. The Central Flying Training Commend bega ition
training of thirty (30) navigator candidates at Honda Ars Air-P -id'
on 25 October 19l 3.

c. The training of bombardier candidates wi 1 be accomplished
in the Central Flyin7' Training Command beginning 7 Fe' r
The station at which this training Will be conducted 1 . been
designated. Your Headquarters will be advised immedi -Jy"on receipt
of this information. --- ---

d. The Western Flying Training Command has b
to accomolish the bombardier training of all graduate vigators
beginning 29 February 1944 at Boswell Army Air Field. Lew;ve

e. The W estern Flying Training Command ha
directed to acco plish the flexible gununerv traini te
bombardier-nevigators beginning 18 May 194. The stat
this training will be accomplished has not been design
Headquarters will be informed immediately upon receipt of this inforira-
tion.

2. Flow charts covering all of the training described above are
attached hereto.

3. Elimination rates have been estimated in excess of those now
in effect to insure adequate numbers delivered to the Air Forces. This

-1 -- N
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,tr. to C0I0, AvT, "Trained Personnel Recuirements (Colored),"1 continued.

Headquarters will coordinate and make necessary changes in the numbers
required for entrance into training as elimination rates become more
stabilized with experience.

For the Commanding General:

Inclo sure
14 Flex. Gunnery Flow Chart

'2 Bombardier (19 \Ceeks) HFow Chart
Bomberdier (9 leeks) Floi' Obart
Navigat ion (18 Weeks) Flow Chart.

W1Lh r~~,~ \zeA- v'aor

~CA

14G
H. P. Bonnewits

Lt. Col., A.G.D.

Asst. Adj. Gen.

"7" - , z2 1,
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In reply
refer to: Z

HEADQUARTERS
ARMY AIR FORCES TRAINING COMMAND

FORT WORTH, 2, TEXAS

-BY AUTHORITY OF
C. G., FT

tDATE :11 S

12G~

2 5 NOV 1943

SUBJECT: Trained Personnel Requirements (Colored),

TO : Comnanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington, D.C.
Attention: Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Training.

1. For your information the AAF Bombardier School, Mid-land,
Texas, will conduct the bombardier training of colored students be-
ginning 7 Reb 4.

2. Bombardier training of graduate navigators (colored) will
be conducted at the AAF Bombardier School, Roswell, ilew Mexico, be-
ginning 29 Feb 44.

For the Commanding General:

H. P. BONNF'WfT2;

Lt. Col., AD

Ast.A 7.131 i

ii c"A;
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7th Ind.
Eq, AAF, Washington, 25, D. C., 24 November l943.

APPMP-24PC /rdk
712P3906

TO: Commanding General, Army Service Forces, Military Personnel Division,
Room 4-486, The Pntagon, Aashington, 25, D. C.

ThisaHeadquarters has taken steps to correct the condition described
in basic communication by inoluding in the instructions to Air Forces and
Cowmnands,reference furnishing of oadre personnel, information as to
exactly what type personnel will be furnished.

For the Commanding General, Army Air Forces:

T. M. BELSHE
Colonel, Air Corps
Chief, Enlisted Branch
Offloe, Asst Chief of Air Staff,

Personnel
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StiA? 091*411 (21 Au 143)
6th Ind.

Nqas, A.thF., AMilitry Personnel Division, Room 14D h86, Pentagon ld,.
Washington 25, D. C. 12 November 1943w

To: Comanding General, Mry Air Forces, to=m 5D 1077 Pentagon Bidg

1 Attention is invited to attached correspondence relative to
cadre personnel sup. iVd from The i75th Chemical aintenanoe Cmopany
(An)s 714th Cheadcal maintenance Comoany (Avn) and the 764th Chemical
Depot Company (twn),

2. The importance of furnisbing suitable cadre personnel, particue
larly neero cadre personal, is so great that this headquarters solicits
the earnest cooperation of your headquarters in the matter,

3. The return of the attached correspondence together with your
remarks and recnendations is requested.

For the Conding General:

It 111Z.1 it 141"W41" iJS

Brigadier General, Genral Staff Corpe
Diretcr, Military Pereonnel Divisict

2 leE. B. M0At

Executive, h.LAliary treoneL ivision



,A. 291.2/14 Conf 4th Ind.
StCWP 620.2 uDC/flk

HTEiADqUARTEhS, CrEMIC±aL A d CENTER, Edgewood ,rsenal, Id., 2 Oct ±3.

TO: Chief, Chemical warfare Service, iias ington, D. C.

Investigation directed in 1st Indorsement completed and report
forwarded as requested.

For the Coa.anding General:

Incls - 2
2 copies Report of Baord
of Officers withdrawn

SPCAP 320.2 (Colored Cadremen)
(18 Sept 43)

Hati&dY A. SP? DkhrR
Colonel, C.4.S.

Executive Officer

bth Ind.

Eq ASF 00 MCiS, hashington 26, D. C. 60 October 1943.

TO: Commanding General, Hq army Service Forces, Washington, D. C.
ALttention; Director of military y rersonriel.

Attention is invited to the inclosed copy of Board proceed-
ings in the incident case, which is concurred in by the Chief, Themical
Warfare Service.

For the Chief of the Cheimical Narfare Service:

LOWvELL i. ELLIOTT
Colonel, C1,AS

2 Incls Executive Officer
1 c Report of Rard of Officers w/d

Incl 1 - Ltr 21 August 1943 to CG 4th Serv Comd Thru: CG Camp
Sibert, Alabama, re Selection of Colored Cadremen from Hq,
C4S Unit Training Center, Camp Sibert, Ala, signed by E.- F. Bulleng
Brigadier General, Comw-anding - 1st Ind fr Hq, Camp Sibert to
CG, Lth Serv Comd, 2nd Ind fr Hq 4th Serv Comd to CG, ASF, qash DC
w/8 incls.

Incl 2 - Board Proceedings, Chemical Warfare center, Edgewood
Arsenal, Md., 2 October 1943



E.A. 291.2/14 Conf 2nd Ind. JDC/flk
HEADQUARTERS C1E4MICAL WARFARE CENTER, Edgewood Arsenal, Md., 30 Sep 43.

TO: Colonel Milton T. Hankins, CWS, President, Board of Officers, Edgewood
Arsenal., Md.

1. For immediate investigation and report as indicated in Par. 2
of oasic communication and preceding indorsement by a Board of Officers
composed as follows:

DETAIL FOR THE BOARD

Colonel Milton T. Hankins, 016199, OWS
Colonel James D. Cunningham, 0307804, JAGD
Lt. Col. George 0. Deutermann, 016150, CKS

2. The report of the Board will be submitted to this Headquarters
in quadruplicate as expeditiously as possible and in no event later than
4 October 1943, unless an extension of time be granted.

By command of Brigadier General AVERY:

HARRY W. SPRAKER
Colonel, C.W.S.

Executive Officer
Incl. - n/c

E.A. 291.2/14 Conf.
3rd Ind. JDC/flk

COLONEL MILTON T. HANKINS, CWS, President, Board of Officers, Edgewood Arsenal,
Md., 2 October 43.

TO: Commn-anding General, Chemical Warfare Center, Edgewood Arsenal, Md.

Preceding indorsement complied with.

MILTON T. HANKINS
Colonel, C.W.S.

President, Board of Officers
Incls. - 2

Report of Board of Officers
in qud. added



ME D- A TMNT
Headquarters, Services of Supply

Military Personnel Division
4B486 Pentagon Bldg
Washington, D. C.

SPGAM 091.411 (21 Aug 43) 18 September 1943.

SUBJECT: Selection of Colored Cadremen.

TO: Chief of Cheimoal Warfare Service, G-101 Builiding T-7,
Gravelly Point, Virginia.

1. Your attention is invited to that part of the attached
report concerning cadremen supplied from Edgewood Arsenal, Maryland,
to the II=I 142d Chemical Decontamination Company, 144th Chemical
Decon-tamination Company, 101st Chemical Impregnating Company.

2. A thorough investigation will be made and the necessary
corrective action will be taken by your office without delay, and
this Headquarters notified thereof by indorsement.

3. Direct communication with Headquarters, Fourth Service
Command is authorized.

By command of Major General STYER:

1 Incl.
Ltr fr CWS UTC, Op Sibert,

Ala, dated 21 Aug 43 to CG",
4th SC thru CG Op Sibert
w/8 incls & 2 Inds.

RUSSEL B. REYNOLDS
Brigadier General, General Staff Corps
Director, Military Personnel Division

E. B. MOOMAU
Colonel, G.S.C.

Executive, Military Personnel Division

SPOWP 320.2 (Colored Cadremen) 1st Ind.
(18 Sep 43)
WD, ASF, 00 OWS, Washington, D.C. 27 September 1943.

TO: Commanding General, ChemicalWarfare Center, Edgewood Arsenal,
Md.

1. It is requested that the investigation called for in para-
graph 2, basic communication, be completed at th4 earliest practicable
date and a report thereof submitted to this office.

By order of the Chief of the Chiemical Warfare Service:

LOWELL A. ELLIOTT
Colonel, OWS
Exeg tae Officer

Ino 1 n /0 \ LA
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291. 2 Colored

Chief of Staff, G-3 (Attn: Col. Chazal

Brig. General J.M. Bevans, Personnel

Army Cooperation in tne Harvesting of Crops.

Memo

230.87 Replacing Enlisted Men & Vice Versa.
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CONFr DENTfAL
AP, DEPARTMENT

CLASSIF EDM$ESSAGE CENTER

23 November r ,

From, San Froacisoo Cal
To; CGAA F

tNLvjaer 0 1110, 22 Hoveaber 1943

Atttr Aast Chie St&af Fore-11i

Negro onl non socialist 521 have been trrd
(total of 20) fr A887 EngrAv an to 445 Sg Construction

Rm. prusuant auth confidential rard your hq dtd 20 November
their r in replyr to our 0 1090 signed Lynd CG 4 AF requesting
trv auth be g-raNedo

NAo Sig

A1CT: CGAAtF
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Original filed under No. 324o5 WAC

AMS

0

PATENTED

INDEX SHEET

FILE 291,2 Race WAC Negro Versonnel

Date 23 Nov. 43

SYNOPSIS

From: Asst. Chief of Air Staff, AF Personnel, Air WIAC Officer.

To: Asst, Chief of Air Staff, Personnel, Military Personnel
Division, Enlisted Section, Atten: Lt. Selvik.

SUBJECT: Branch Recruitment of 'WAC Negro Personnel.

R&R



INDEX SHEET

FILE 291.2 Race, Negro

Date Nov 23, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Acting Air WAAC Officer

To: ?

SU3JECT: Branch Recruitment of WAC Negro Personnel

Disposition Form

Original filed under No. 324.5 W.A.C.

PATENTED



INDEX SHEET

FILE 291.2 Negro

Date Nov 20, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Has. Army Air Forces Training Command, Fort Worth 2, Texas

To: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington, D, C.
Att: Asst.Chief of Air Staff, Training

SUBJECT: Trained Personnel Requirements ( Colored )

Ltr.

Original filed under No. 320.2 Requirements

PATENTED

-, Ailu
(kJ



INDEX SHEET

FILE: 291.2 Negro

Date Nov. 17, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Asst. Chief of Air Staff,
Division.

To:

Personnel, ilitary Personnel

Aest. Chief of Air Staff, Operations, Commitments, and
Requirements, Commitments Division, Attn: Colonel Baylor.

SUBJECT: Eighth Air Force A-1 Soction Problems.

R &R

Original filed under No. 322. 8th Air Force

4,
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(1) Colonel J. McCorm-
(2) BriC. Gen. R. .- Harper , ,

Subject: Reort of/Board Appointed to Analyze Problems
of Colored Program Outlined in Letter From

]Colonel Bob Selway

1. Attached is the report of the Board of officers appointed
from AC/AS, Personnel, and AC/AS, Training, to review the problems of
implementing the colored medium bombardment program contained in letter
from Colonel Bob Selway to Colonel cCormack dated 20 October 43.

2. If the recommendations made by this Board are approved,
the members of che Board will follow through to see that necessary
action is taken to effect the recommendations.

ROY I.'CLARKE,
Major, Air Corps,
Recorder of the Board.

/

BOARD iERBERS

Colonel J. B. Barr
Lt. Col. E. Hodgson
Lt. Col. E. F. Fogerty

Dat e:?

Forward by
AC/AS, Personnel:

APPROVED

Colonel J. H. McCormick
Brig. Gen. R. V. Harper

AFAAP..............

AFPMP-11 *.8

AlF7'33 .. ...

1?LP1T3 &Iiio,--

AIR :2Li~~

?Kj

ADDRESS REPLY TO

COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON, D C

WAR DEPARTMENT

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES

WASHINGTON, D. C.

16 November 194
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REPORT OF BOARD APPOINTED TO ANALYZE PROBLEMS OF COLORED PROGRAM
OUTLINED IN LETTER FROM COLONEL BOB SELWAY

1. The following officers appointed as a Board to analyze problems
of colored program outlined in Colonel Selway's letter were in attendance at
a meeting held 9 November 43, at 1:30 P.M.:

Colonel J. B. Barr, AC/AS, Training
Lt. Colonel E. Hodgson, AC/AS, Training
Lt. Colonel E. F. Fogerty, AC/AS, Personnel
Major Roy H. Clarke, AC/AS, Personnel

Also in attendance were Major McTague, AC/AS, Training, and Captain Jensen,
AU/AS, Personnel.

2. It was decided that the Board would take into consideration and
recommend action on each problem or request contained in Colonel Selway's
letter (Tab A) to Colonel Jack McCormick, dated 20 October 43, a copy of which
is attached. The following points were discussed and action recommended. For
quick reference, the paragraph number in Colonel Selway's letter is shown in
parentheses.

a. Question as to which Air Force should activate the Medium
Bombardment Group (Colored). (Postcript of letter)

Recommendation: It is recommended that the Medium Bombardment
Q-oup (Colored be activated by the First Air Force since base
personnel and Headquarters staff sections are thoroughly familiar
with the problems involved in similar training.

b. Request for white officers in supervisory positions for
permanent assignment to Medium Bombardment Group (Colored). (Para-
graph 1)

Recommendation: Board concurred in the request with the
proviso that at any time a colored officer could be found competent
to fill a staff position held by a white officer, he be assigned
to the position. The Third Air Force is the recommended source for
the requested cadre. AC/AS, Personnel, will work with Pombardment
Branch, Unit Training Division, in obtaining the requested cadre.

c. Request for transfer of individuals now under the jurisdiction
of the First Air Force. (Paragraphs 2, 3, and 10)

Recommendation: It is recommended that the transfer of all
individuals within the First Air Force be left up to the discretion
of that Air Force.

-1-
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d. Assignment of oversize fighter pilots to twin-engine trans-
ition school. (Paragraph 4)

Action being taken: Arrangements have already been made by
AC/AS, Training, to have four of the seven pilots listed assigned
to twin-engine transition school. The remaining three will be
assigned within the near future.

e. Sending group commander to B-25 transition school. (Para-
graph 5)

Recommendation: Concur.

f. Return of potential squadron commanders from the 99th Sq.
(Paragraph 6)

Action being taken: Action has already been taken to return
five pilots from the 99th Sq now overseas for possible use as squad-
ron commanders.

g. Recommendation by name of pilots to be returned from the 99th
Sq for duty with 553rd Fighter Squadron RTU (Colored). (Paragraph 7)

Recommendation: It was recommended by the Board that white
supervisory officers be used for this RTU squadron with the proviso
that at such time as colored officers are returned from theatres and
found competent to carry on RTU training, that they replace white
officers. AC/AS, Personnel, will query the theatres as to whether
or not the officers named in paragraph 7 are available to be returned
to act as instructors under the supervision of the white supervisory
personnel.

h. Delay in sending 99th Sq replacements for November and
December due to overage in theatre. (Paragraph 8)

Action being taken: Action has already been taken and no
replacements will be sent in November or December. In January, 20
will be sent as automatic replacements for the 332nd Group which
will include the 99th Sq.

i. Activation of Medium Bomibardment Squadron (B-25) to act as
OTU parent. (Paragraph 9)

Recommendation: It is recommended that a supervisory squadron
be activated and manned with white personnel for the purpose of
instructing the 477th Medium Bombardment Group. This squadron will
be inactivated upon completion of its mission. It is recommended
that the additions and deletions of both personnel and equipment

-2-



contained in paragraph 19, attached letter, be authorized to enable
this supervisory squadron to more effectively fulfill its mission.

3. Plans for Training the Personnel to be needed by the Medium
Bombardment Group (Colored). (Paragraph 11)

a. Advanced training of all officers in specialized schools
prior to assignment to the group.

Action being taken: All first pilots are being transitioned
on B-25's prior to assignment to the group. It will not be possible
to transition all co-pilots. For other type officers, when practicable,
specialized training will be given prior to assignment to the group.
Where possible, trained and experienced officers will be assigned.

b. Technical training of enlisted men.

Action being taken: AC/AS, Training, has already entered
into training courses some of the colored enlisted personnel to
be trained as specialists for the Medium Bombardment Group. The
estimated availability dates for these specialists are shown in
Tab B. AC/As, Personnel, is taking the necessary action to provide
qualified colored enlisted personnel to fill remaining quotas.

c. Assignment pool. (Paragraph 11)

Recommendation: It is recommended that the 553rd Squadron
be used as assignment pool for personnel to eventually be assip-ned
to the Medium Bombardment Group until such time as the Medium
Bombardment Group is activated.

4. Colored Aviation Cadets. (Paragraph 11)

The Chief of the Air Staff has made the decision to retain the
colored pilot training program at Tuskegee and to delay the formation of the
Medium Bombardment Group until such a date as Tuskegee's output has produced
a sufficient number of pilots to start OTU training. Training Command has
been requested to estimate when facilities at Tuskegee will produce a sufficient
number of pilots to meet the requirements of the colored fighter program plus
a requirements for the medium bombardment program. When this estimate has been
received, the approximate date for beginning the operational training of the
medium group can be determined. Training of colored bombardiers and navigators
will be carried on in regular schools of the training system. AC/AS, Personnel,
has a sufficient backlog of colored aviation cadets to meet the monthly intake
requirements for the training of all crew members.

-3-



COMFIDENTIAL

33211D FIGHTER GROUP
Selfridge Field, Michigan

20 Octolber 1943

Cornnel Jack McCormick,
Headquvrte-r Army Air Forcps,
Assistant A-1, Personnel,
Pentagon PBuilding,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Jrck:

Lt. Col. B. C. Davis returned from Washington the other day and
gave me certain inf rmvtion regprrling the program of the 332n3 ighter

Group (colored) and the planned program for the 553r,4 Fighter Squadron
(colored) FTT to be activated here on November 1st, -nd about a Bombhard-
ment Group, (B-25) (M) (colored) to be activated on November 1st. Davis
said that your Headquarters plans that I command thpt Bombardment Group end
that you wish recommendations as to the staffing of Bomb-rdment Group with
white or colored officers.

The following notes represent my ideas of the entire picture:

(1) White officers for permanent assignment to Eomb. Group (M) (col)

1 Group Commander - Colonel
1 Grow: Trecutive - It. Col. or Major
1 Grolup operations Officer - it. Col. or Major
4 Squadron Commanders - Ma-j*rs or Captains
4 Squadron Operations Officers - Captains or 1st Ltv.
1 Groulp Materiel Officer - Captain or Major
1.Group Ground 'Echelon Comn nder- Lt. Col. or Major

(2) Major RAMSEY (colored). Group Surgeon, should be transferred
from the 332nd Fighter Group to the Bombardment Group.on December 10th (for
reasons vbich I will explain to you privately some time).

(3) Lt. WEAVER, Assistant Adjutant, 332nd Fighter Group should be
transferred as Bombardment Group Adjutant, December 1st.

(4) The following oversize pilots in the 332nd Fighter Group (pilots
much too large for cockpit of P-40N or P-39 airplanes) should immediately
be ordered to twin engine transition school:

Capt. George L. KNOX, 0-798535
2d Lt. William J. MATTISON, 0-792785
2d Lt. Charles R. STANTON, 0-796268
2d Lt. James Y. CARTER, 0-801160
2d Lt. Peter C. VERVIAYNE, 0-794602
2d Lt. William B. ELLIS, 0-1637362
2d Lt. James W. MASON, 0-809247

They are applying in wTiting today for such transfer.

CCNFDENTIAL



Colonel Jack McCormick, 20 October 1943, Cont'd. Page 2. (Confidential).

(.5) Colonel SELWAY has com dted the "cleaning up'* and reorganiza-
tion of the 332nd Fighter Group, and "set up" their training which will easily
be completed before December 15, 1943. Lt. Col. GAYLE can "finish out" the
training supervision. Colonel SELTAY should be ordered to the North American
Plant at Mines Field for a twc veeks course immediately, and after that, should
eith-r go through a B-25 Transition School, or be assigned a B-25 airplane with
instructor pilot at Selfridge Fiold.s) &1v>.e a- a< '' / , l.

(6) Only one of the three Squadron Commanders in the 332nd Fighter
Group is considered qualified to command a Squadron, Lt. Colonel Daviv tells
me that you have taken action to return certain pilots from the 99th, nnri that
these pilots are c'alified to command.

(7) The 553rd Fighter Snundron (all colored) which is to be activated
here on November 1, 1943, as an R.T. U. Squadron for the 332nd fighter Group
will require an experienced Squetdron Commender (colored) and five experienced
flight leaders (colored). I recommend that the following pilots of the 99th
Squadron be returned to the U.S.A. for 'duty with the 553-d Fighter Squadron:

Captain Lemuel CUSTIS - Sruadron Commander
1st Lt. G. SMITH - Instructor Pilot
1st Lt. L. PURNELL - "if

lst Lt. A. LANE - it
1st Lt. J. ROGERS - "

1s D Lt. S. BRUCE - "

(8) The 99th Squadron now has forty-eight (48) pilots, and the
332nd Fighter GroUp has a commitment for shipment to that Squadron of.-

Four (A) pilots in November
Four (4) pilots in Decem~ber.

Lt. Col. B. 0. Davis tells me that he recomnended the return of
certain pilots of the 99th Squadron to the U.S. end that they can be spared by
the 99th Squadron.

I recommend that these eight (8) not be sent, since the pilot

recommended for return.

(9) Since there is no "Rarent" Group 0.T.U. Medium Bombardment (B-25)
(colored) to give birth to a Bombardmdht Group (B-.25) (M,) (colored), it is
recommended that a 2-25 Squadron (white) be ordered to "parent" this Group.

The personnel of that Squadron should be specially selected and
should be qualified to supervise the colored personnel performing equivalent
duties, getting "on the job" training in the colored squadrons,

The White Squadron should be reduced by the following figures.



Colonel Jack YMcCormick, 20 October 1943, Cont'd. Page 3. (Confidential)

See Table of Organization and Equipment, 1-127, WD March 26,
143.

Page 2 - line 22 - delete 12 pilots, 2 engineers, 1st Lt.
line 23 - delete 16 pilots, 2 engineer, 2nd Lt.
line 27 - delete 12 Bomb-H1avigators, 2nd Lt.
line 29 add 1 Captain (Group Supervision)
line 30 - aad 3 1st Lt. (total of 4 for Squadron Supervision)
line 31 - add 4 ls' Lt. (Squadron Supervision)
line 34 - add 5 lst Lt. (Squadron Supervision and Tec Insp.)
Line 39 - add 7 Adm. OTficers (2 Adm. Inspectors)

(1 Mess Supervisor)
(4 Supply Supervisors)

Line 40 - edd 4 let Lt. (Squadron Supervision)

Particularly qualified statistical officers (most important)
for Bombardment Group.

Page 8 - Line 1/8 - add 4 draftsmen (Never enough to make all the
required training progress charts).

Add:
An excellent Sergeant Major - Supervi-or for Group Headquarters.

it It Message Center - i it n

I" File Clerk - i n i t

" " Adm. Supply - " *

" " Tec. Supply - a n a n

Pet 10 - Line 189 - delete 14 airplanes.
Line 195 - 50 cerhines sufficient for instruction purposes.
Line 198 - 20 pistols auto. sufficient.

White B-25 Squadron

The white Squadron Commander to be "Air Inspector".
The Senior Squadron Engineering Officer to be "Tec. Inspector"
The Sauadron Executive Officer to be "Adm. Inspectors
The Squadron Commander to be "Tactical Inspector".

Also the authority to hire two secretaries or detail of two (2) WAG
secretaries (shorthand) (experts).

(10) There is an overage of twenty-three (23) Administratid6?
Officers in the 332nd Fighter Group. The overage includes a few pilots grounded
f or medical reasons or reevaluation by a board. Some of the pilots may be
returned to pilot status, hut I doubt it. W~e are using them as assistant
engineering officers or assistant S-2's. 'These officers willbe available to
cadre the 553rd Fighter Squadron or- the Bombardment Group, but we will continue
to use them in completing Basic and "weapons training, of the 332nd Fighter
Group until such training is complete.

I

/
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clonel Jack McCormick, 20 October 1943, Conttd. Page 4. (Confidential)

(11) Has anyone up there started a survey of all Air Corps c
units in the United States 7o find sufficient enlisted men with G.C.T.E
scores high enough to send immediately to T.T.C. Schools to fill all th
qualifications within a Bombardment Group?

How about the advance training of all the officers in S

-I ll

olored
and M.A.
e technical

pecialized
Schools before assignment to the Group?

If a "pool" of officers and enlisted men can be immediately pro-
vided, I recommend that rooks, Mess Sergeants, Supply Clerks, Technical Supply
Clerks, Administration Clerks and all other administrative "school education"
be completed now -- prior to completion of Oorganization phase" and entrance into
O.T.U. phases.

Most of the enlisted men (technical) in the 332nd Fighter Group
were received by the Group at the time the Group was to enter O.T.U. They had

' not completed Basic or Weapons Training, nor had they received any !ton the job"
training within a parent unit (or alongside a supervisory.unit) before being
tossed into an O.T.U,

In qualifying the enlisted men technically "on the job" while
continuing operations and pushingv flying, I find tchat I need the enlisted men
on the line. That means that their Basic and Weapons Training is done on rainy
days and by floodlight at night

(12) Maintenance and flying has accelerated and is going to town (I
pay the preacher to pray for flying weather), but the ground training and
"administrative processing" of the enlisted men could have been done in advance
if a "parent Group" or a substitute therefore had "given birth" to this outfit,

Why not fly out and see us. Pee Wee and I have
post -- extra rooms and bath. /

on the

Best from

2 Inclosures
Incl. #1
Incl. #2

* ~
V



Colonel Jack M

P.S. The Base
First Air For
Group was to b
as to the state
Force" sounds

McCormick, 21 October 1943. Page 5. (Confidential)

e S-4 at this station, in a telephone conversation with A-4,
ce yesterday, was ihformed that the colored Medium Bombardment
be activated in another Air Force. No information was given
tion of activation or the "training area". The "other Air
to me like Third Air Force because they have a medium program.

One of the principal reasons that the colored fighter group program
"collapsed", was the fact that Tampa is so far away TnST ETose coordination
was not possible. When I was "yanked out" of the 23d Wing and sent up to
"clean up" the show, one of the largest problems was that "Tampa - Selfridge"
distence. Actually, the biggest problem was one of personnel, and I
finally solved that only by dealing direct with Washington.

I have already "tangled" with the Third Bomber Command staff on a
previous "clean upn job on a bombardment group. .I don't imagine that the
executive, or A-1 or A-3 of that staff like me any better than I like them.
If the program is to be under that staff, it may be to the best interests
of the government if someone besides myself command the Group.

Since there is no "colored background" from which to create this
colored Bombardment Group, I can forecast lots of personnel and training
troubles unless there is a hell of a lot of advance planning - coordination -
and cooperation. is there any chance that the program couli be placed
directly under the CO AAF office direct. If that were possible, it would
be much easier to obtain colored personnel from large poolsl" where there
would be a chance to qualify them in all the technical jobs within a
Bombardment Group.

Bob Selway

/ 7
pp(

/
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332ND FIGHTER GROUP
Selfridge Field, Michigan

Administrative Officers over in the 332nd Group and available for
553rd Group and Bombardment Group:

2d Lt. James CONLEY - Adm.
" Wm. mIOULDEN - Comm.
" Marshall HENDERSON - Comm.
it Benjamin JONES - Comm. (reclassify)

" Charles WALKER - uniteded Service)
" Delbert WHITE - Comm.
i Jessie WILLIAMS - Eng.
" Lowell COLBERT - Adm.
" Joseph ECHOLS - Spec. Serv.
"! Robert HARLLEE - (applied for air crew training)
" Walter HIGHT - Comm.
i Rice COROTHERS - Adm. rt
" Eugene WEAVER - Adm. It
* Clarence THOMAS - Adm.
" Arthur WILLIAMS - Eng.
" Wilson COPELAND - Adm.
" William GORDON - Adm. (Grounded Pilot)
" Waldo WILLIAMS - Comm.
" David NEAL
" Frank JORDON - Med.
" Elmer GORDON
"t Clarence SOUTHALL - Arm. (Grounded Pilot)

~ Q. C. WALKER

Inclosure #1.



332ND FIGHTER GROUP
Status of Pilot Assignment

REEVALUATION OR MEDICAL

301st Ftr. So. 302ndFt.$.

CHARLTON, T. J.
HENRY, M. R.
JOHNSON, W. H.

2d Lt. SINGIETARY, L.
"1 GREENLEE, G. B.

2d Lt. McLAURIN, E. A.
i HUNTER, W .

OVERSIZE PILOTS

100th Ftr. Sq. 302nd Ftr. Sn.

MASON, J. W.
VERWAYNE, P. C.
MATTISON, W. T.

NONE Capt. KNOX, G. L.
2d Lt. STANTON, C. R.

"t CARTER, J. Y.
i ELLIS, W. 13.

R.T.U. PILOTS

2d Lt. GRAY, G. E.
" JAMERSON, C. F.

JAMES, D.
" WILLIAMS, C. I.
* TEMPLE, A. N.
t DANIELS, 11.

THOMPSON, F. A.

< GROUP PILOTS I

100th Ftr. Sq.

Lt. TRESVILLE, R. B.
Lt. TURNER, A. D.

LEONARD, W. B.
BRIGGS, J. F.
CROCKETT, W. W.
DICKSON, L. E.
ELLINGTON, S. N.
GIVINGS, S. M.
McCRAERY, W. L.
MOORE, T. D.
MORGAN, D. W. JR.
PALMER, W. J.,
PULLAM, R. C.
WILLIAMS, C. H.

1st
2nd

1

ti

It

301st Ftr. Sq.

Lt. DEBOW, C. H.
Lt. McDANIEL, A. G.

DOWNS, W. M.
CISCO, A. W.
ELSBERRY, J. D.
ESTERS, M. V.
FAULKNER, n. J.
GOVAN, C. 3.B
MAPLES, A. JR.
POLKINGHORNE, J.
PROWELL, J. H.
SAWYER, H. E.
TAYLOR, U. S.
FOREMAN, W. T.

302nd Ftr. Sq.-

!Lst Lt.
2nd Lt.

*

I*1

'I"

"

II

TI

"

"

Ti

"

ft

"

GLEED, E.
PRUITT, W. 0.
DAVIS, A.
SPENCER, R. M.
HAYWOOD, V. V.
FEATHERS, L.
BUSSEY, C. M.
SUGOrS, J. J.
SHEPPARD, H. A.
WILKINS, L. D.
WATSON, D. M.
WALKER,
KIRKPATRICK, F.
HUTCHINS, F. E.

Inclosure #2
? Pages.

100th Ftr. Sn.

2d Lt.

ti

2d Lt.
11

It

I

I
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GROUP PILOTS - Cont'd.

301st Ftr. Sq. 302nd Ftr. Sa.

JACKSON, M. T. 2(
BAILEY, H. L.
BARTLEY, W. H. (0)
HALL, R. W1.
HOLSCLAW, J. D.
WYATT, B. (0)
CUPTIs, S. L.
B3RATCHER, F. A. (0)
JETFFERSON , L. B. (0)
JONES, H. L. (0)
STnUDMIRE, N. (0)
TATE, C. W. (0)
WOODS, C.s.)o)
WOODS, W. L. (0)

ciLt. GOMER, J. P.
" LIGGINS, W. V.
" TURNED, L. F.

I WALKER, F. D.
" WIL TIAMS, W. F.
" DANIELS, J. (0)

LEWIS, J. A.
" LEAHR, J. H.
* NELSON, R. H. (0)
" RICHARDRON, V.
* ROGERS, C. G.

WIGGINS, R H.I
" STEARD, L. G. (0)
" LOCKETT, C. A.
S DUNUIE, C. A. (0)
" JEFFERSON, S. (0)
" TAYLOR, U. S. (0)
" BALLARD , A. F. (0)

2d Lt.
"

"

TI

"I

"

It

"I

"

"I

"

IT

"I

"T

n

IT

SMITE, L. H.
GROVES, . K.
BROOKS, i. R.
MvlcGEE, C. E.
SLOAN, J. S. (0)
SMITH, E. N. (0)
ARCHER, L. A.
TAYLOR, E.1 . (0)
MELTON, W. R. (0)
GREEN, W. W.
VIES TORELAND, W. D.
BLACKWELL, H. R. (0)
HILL, W. E. (0)
McLenic, W. B. (0)
PURCHASE, L. (0)
ROMINE, R. (0)

*(0) Oscoda, Michigan

Inclosure #2
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221 ETM (Colo) 14 October 1943

SUBJECT: Technical Training Rates for Air Corps Enlisted Men
(Colored).

TO: Cacinanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington 25, D. C.
(Att: Assistant Chief of the Air Staff, Training).

1. In compliance with secret letter, your Headquarters, 5 October
1943, subject: "Technical Training Rates for Air Corps Enlisted Men
(Colored) June 1943 - August 1944", the following plans and schedules
for the accomplishment of the training desired are submitted:

a. OFFICERS:

(1) Letter was written to the Aviation Cadet Branch,
Military Personnel Division, relative to procurement
of aviation cadets (Colored) in the following categories
and numbers:

(a) Engineering 15

(b) Armament 17

(c) Communications 9

(d) Photographic 1

This personnel will be sent to the Aviation Cadet
Pre-Technical School, AAFETTC, Seymour-Johnson Field,
North Carolina.

(2) In view of the fact that the last Class "A"
Meteorology course began 4 October 1943, the one
weather officer required by this directive must
necessarily be furnished from previous graduates
(colored).

(3) It is further requested that the Commanding General,
Amy Air Forces, allocate quotas to the Air Forces
for the category listed as "Statistical". Those



C

Technical Training Rates for Air Corps Lrnlisted Men (Colored), Hq.,AAF
Training Coinand, to CG, AAF.

officer candidates who are selected for statistical
officer training will be sent to Harvard University to
complete the Statistical Course after eight (8) weeks to
officer candidate training has been accomplished at

Miami Beach.

b. FliLISTED DEN:

(1) Due to the continual withdrawal of personnel by the
Service Command from the branch cooks and bakers schools
it is requested that this Comnand not be required to
train personnel in this category. If such training is
required it will be necessary for this Cormand to be
furnished qualified personnel to conduct the training of
cooks and bakers.

,(2) The following categories listed on requirement sheet are
not trained by this Command and will be filled by classi-
fication at Basic Training Centers. These Headouarters
will take necessary steps to have Basic Training Centers
furnish personnel in these categories

)a) Draftsman

(b) Airplane Wood worker

(c) Airplane Dope/Fabric V.orker

(d) Other Specialists

(e) All other Enlisted Men.

Attached hereto are entrance and graduatuib dates of all
other categories required in basic directive.

2. A portion of the required personnel were entered in the various
technical courses under previous directives and are now undergoing training.

For the Commanding General:

1 Incl:
Incl #1 - Schedule of Tech-

Iical Training (Colored)
H. P. BOHU,11EWITZ
Lt. Col.,AGD
Asst.A j.Gen.

I L.



SCHEDULE OF TECHNICAL TRAINING (COLORED)

AIRPLANE & EGINE MECHANICS - Shepard Field, Texas
--(-nfcudestraine7esfrTT -Tai e &i1ne Mechanic gunners,

Instrument Specialists and Propeller Specialists)
Electrical Specialists,

NO. ENTLRIING ENTRANCE DATE GRADUATION DATE NO. ANTICIPATED
GRADUATES

1 Oct 43
11 Oct 43
18 Oct 43
25 Oct 43
31 Jan 44

7 Feb 44
14 Feb 44
24 Feb 44

15 Feb 44
23 Feb 44
1 Mar 44
8 Mar 44

14 Jun 44
21 Jun 44
28 Jun 44
30 Nov 44

AIRPLANE & ENGINE MECHANIC GUNNERS -

TO BE OBTAINED FROM
A&E HECII. CLASS
GRADUATING

1O TO BE ENTERED
IN GUNNERY

TO BE ENROLLED IN
FLEXIBLE GUNNERY

CLASST

next class
fII
if I,

15 Feb 44
23 Feb 44

1 Mar 44
8 Mar 44
21 Jun 44

NO ANTICIPATED
GRADUATES

16
17
17

I" I"

AIRPLANE ELECTRICAL SPECIALISTS - Chanute Field, Ill.

NO. ENTERING ENTRANCE DATE

22 Feb 44

GRADUATION DATE

16 Apr 44
(From AM class graduating 15 Feb 44)

42 17 Mar 44 10 May 44
(From Al Class graduating 8 Mar 44)

AIRPLANE INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS *Chanute Field, Ill

26 22 Feb 44 30 Apr44
(From AM class graduating 15 Feb 44)

46 17 Mar 44 24 May 44
(From AM Class graduating 8 Mar 44)

AIRPLANE PROPELLER SPECIALISTS - Chanute Field, Ill

29 5 Mar 44 21 Apr 44

OFrom AM class graduating 23 Feb 44)

33 16 Apr 44 2 Jun 44

(From AM Class graduating 8 Mar 44)

NO ANTICIPATED
GRADUATES

26

36

293
163
163
162
129
129
129
56

249
139
139
138
110
110
110
50
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SCHEDULE TECHNICAL TRAINING (Colored) - Cont'd.

NO. ENTERING ENTRANCE DATE GRADUATION DATE
N4O. ANTICIPATED

GRADUATES

AIRPLANE SiHEET MLTAL ORKER - Chanuue Field

12 Oct 43
18 Oct 43
28 Feb 44

6 Mar 44

2 Jan 44
8 Jan 44

27 May 44
3 Jun 44

MACHITISTS - Chanute Field, 11.

31 Jan 44 27 May 44

PARACHUTE RIGGER - REPAIRMAN- Chanute Field, Ill

10 Apr 44 27 May 44

WELDER - Chanute Field, Ill.

6 Mar 44 27 May 44

CLERKS - Ft. Logan, Colo*-. 20% Elimination

13 May 44
27 May 44
10 Jun 44
24 Jun 44
28 Oct 44

1073 (Total Output)1

WAORERS - Lowry Field, Colo. - 15% Elimination Rate

3 Apr 44
10 Apr 44
17 Apr 44
24 Apr 44
4 Sep 44

27 May 44
3 Jun 44

10 Jun 44
17 Jun 44
25 Nov 44

353 (Total Output

PHOTO LAB TECHNICIANS - Lowry Field, Colo. - 25" Elimination Rate

6 Mar 44
13 Mar 44
20 Mar 44
4 Sep 44

3 Jun 44
10 Jun 44
17 Jun 44

28 Oct 44

31 Total Output

BOM3SIGHT MINTEN1IANCE -Lowry Field, Colo. - 25. Elimination Rate

3 Jan 44
17 Jan 44
31 Jan 44
26 Jun 44

20 May 44
3 Jun 44

17 Jun 44
11 Nov 44

30 (Total Output)

19

36

304
304
304
304
73

20
3

17

Mar 44
Mar 44
Apr 44

1 May 44
4 Sep 44
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SCHEDULE TECHNICAL TRAINING (COLORED) * Cont t d.

NC ENTERING ENTRANCE DATE GRADUATION DATE
NO ANTICIPATED

GRADUATES

TURRET & GUNSIGHT SPECIALIST - Lowry Field, Colo. - 25 % Elimination Rate

10 Apr 44
17 Apr 44
24 Apr 44
4 Sep 44

3 Jun 44
10 Jun 44
17 Jun 44
28 Oct 44

24 (Total Output)

RADIO OPERATOR-MECIAWIC, scott Field, Ill.,- 15 % Elimination Rate

29 Sep 43
28 Nov 43

4 Dec.43
10 Dec 43
8 Apr 44
8 May 44
8 Jun 44
7 Jul 44

14 Feb 44
14 Apr 44
20 Apr 44
26 Apr 44
25 Aug 44
25 Sep 44
25 Oct 44
24 Nov 44

252 (Total output)

RADAR MECHANIC IFF - Pre-Radar, Madison, Wisconsin - Radar Mech. IFF, Boca Raton, Fla.
17% Elimination Rate - Total to Graduate: 40

NUMBER ENTERING ENTRANCE DATE
PRE-RADAR
(MADISON)

29 Sep 43
17 Oct 43

2 Apr 44

GRADUATION DATE
PRE-RADAR
(MADISON)

7 Feb 44
25 Feb 44

6 Aug 44

ENTRANCE DATE
RADAR MECH IFF
(BOCA RATON)

14 Feb 44
6 Mar 44

14 Aug 44

GRADUATON DATE
RADAR MECH IFF

(BOCA RATON)

8 May 44
29 May 44
6 Nov 44

RADIO MECHANIC CNS - Pre-CNS, Madison, Wisc. - CNS, Tomah, Wis.-
22% Elimination Rate - Total to Graduate 14

ENTRANCE DATE
PRE-CNS

(IMDISON)

GRADUAUTON DATE
PRE-CNS

(MADISON)

ENTRANCE DATE
CNS

(TOMAH)

GRADUATION DATE
CNS

(TOMAH)

29 Sep 43
3 Mar 44
2 Apr 44

2 May 44

28 Feb 44
4 Aug 44
3 Sep 44
3 Oct 44

3 Mar 44
6 Aug 44
5 Sep 44
5 Oct 44

21 Apr 44
2 Sep 44

24 Oct 44
23 Nov 44

CONTROL TOWER OPERATOR -AACS Madison, Wisc., - CTO, Madison, Wisc.
20% Elimination Rate - Total to graduate :

NUMBER ENTRANCE AACS
ENTERING OPERATOR AT

MADISON

DIVERTED FROM
AACS OPERATORS

ENTER CTO
AT

IMDISON

29 Mar 44

GRADUATE FROM
CTO

AT MADISON

I I'/

116

Q6
6

NUMBER
ENTERING

27 Mar 44 19 May 443 Janl 44



V

-SCHEDULE TECHNICAL TRAINING COLORED - cont'd.

ORYPTOGRAPHY - Chanute Field, Ill. - Elimination Rate 15% - Total to graduate 30

NO ENTERING

5
27
1
1

ENTRANCE DATE

25 Oct 43
15 May 44
24 Jul 44
23 Oct 44
20 Nov 44

GRADUATION DATE

15 Nov 43
5 Jun 44

14 Aug 44
13 Nov 44
11 Dec 44
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5aetor25 isbr171
7 January '44 27 Janary *44 13 15

8 ebury2 Feruary 22 10

aOd alw of sInlordie vratates $il continue at twnty-to (a) por
-onth ad infinite Thkag(e will be expanded to the aiaua of its

fil n and all plota over and above wenty-two (22) per ionth will be
r a i twin-tvnghine, It sppears 1ikey that by :C;arct or April the

twn~in 4 u - Zntpwt fo Takage wtfl appresnate tws'nty (23) per Month,
Ah4re re now at &elfridsa twanty-one (21) Aint-wrgins rvTi pilots,

2 *'. scored personal aow at 'elfridg will bo sere-med awnd ra-
trainetdby Technical Trinita OoC and in vario wategories rquAred for

CthIe meadiuo grep and retred Ia ter to selfridge* !raining Cowand has
been Jra a trective to train the majority oif personnel regait-etfor
thsoium group, and upon graduationv wtll send thea directly to e lfrld:e.

Individuals who raqir gunnery trainag, except borcbardiers 4 n 4aviators,
will be set to Selfridge direct from teohnical trininc school and then
latet jill bo $4fnt to OS jA7nery school of the Trainirc coana whore they
will be ;tt through$ ts on or two class.

3,,t is aw u.ers0Landing tnat the 40rd its to be dIbanded after
332nd z:ves otsand theo preronnel will be ahothed by -l.4 tide or

diatrIbtAd as firstt Air Yaroe Assires,

4. v-2 fis -flabs, #ad4ted £-rsn then rating Jcanand (45
tran.aition ebioot, will e fully qualified under existing stardarda as

!,-25 graduates, $*ly the c ream of each wIn-nglnI lsea at ?kages will
bL seat to te 5-25 schoAl in ordex to insre tnat oaly the best are transit-
6ioned a Zfirst pilots.

5, ?itteen (15) twir-ngiane dru tas are owfO nrolledi at :-:atmler Fold
for te $345 trasttiocourse ho suewsif grhatss ill be sAnt to
t4ltridge to arrive about 25 Jamary 1944.

6 Thirty (30) coland navigators ace sroled at tonsdo, exns takin
the navigation oourse, and ti n a 14 nety ) boebardters will join
t-ein to take th b -ardier course A r tio of 2r"parcant boahdier -

trecisionnavigators will be maintaiand with 75 percent bobardiers.

7. AAtodity has been obtained or the activation of the median 4roup
by qua-drona, or as a whole, on the dates desired by irst :lryorce. It say

be organized on a skelaton b asiswo hes toke one aquadron at a time as
co o inicate.

:, tomini: change. - any further dtiscsaketn.
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F ADDRESS REPLY TO
ARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES

WAR DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTON, D. C.

WAR DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES

IV WASHINGTON

28 Octob

EORANDUM FOR MAJOR ROY H. CLARKE:

ber 1943

Subject: Colored Training Program

1. The meeting called by Col Montgomery of the Office of the
Assistant Uhief of Air Staff, Training, was attended today by Colonel
Montgomery, Major McTeague, and ,ptain Miller of Training, by Major
Barton and Captain McLain of Progrmins, by Colonel Barr of the First
Air Force, and by the undersigned.

2. The first problem under consideration was that of the acti-
vation, manning, and training schedules of the Colored Medium Bombard-
ment Group. Lhe following are various aspects of the problem as
discussed in this meeting:

a. The increased replacement rate for combat crews in active
theaters from 15% to 20% a month places an immediate increased demand
on the colored training system for replacement pilots. The availability
of pilotS for medium bombardment transitioning is reduced accordingly.
Major McTeague,using figures of anticipated graduations1 demonstrated
that with the present facilities at Tuskegee for colored aviation
cadet training a backlog of colored pilots for atAedium bombardment
group will not be large enough to begin oDerational training in 1944.
When the Training Command and First Air Force have met the increased
fighter pilot re-olacement requirements, the expected graduations of
colored pilots from B-25 transitioning are as follows:

January, 1944
February
March
Anri 1
May
June

July
August
September
October
ITo vember
December

b. It was also pointed out that the present training facilities
are inadequate to produce replacements for both a fighter group and a
medium bombardment group in an active theater. There is, therefore, an
immediate problem as to whether or not the Colored Program should be
indefinitely slowed up to the point where the present facilities can
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Pagre 2

handle the training, whether a new installation comparable to Tuskegee
can be built or whether the training of colored air crew personnel
from its initial stages in primary flying training can.be successfully
farmed out to white training stations. At present the facilities
at Tuskegee are being used at a maximum rate and, according to Colonel
Montgomery, may not be further expanded.

c. A difference in crew requirements will exist if the
colored medium bombardment group is given 3-25 H airplanes. This
airplane has a cannon mount and requires no co-pilot. An IR&R is
now being written by Colonel Montgomery to the AC/AS, 00&R, Require-
ments Division, through the AC/AS, Plans, requesting specific infor-
mation as to the requirements for equipment and probable change of
activation date and 0-Date for this group. An information copy

of the answer to this inquiry is to be furnished the Military Personnel
Division.

d. A source of Service Pilots for the Colored S-rvice
Group to be activated in support of the colored medium bombardment
group exists in the Civilia Flying School now conducting primary
flying training near Tuskegee. Colonel Montgomery mentioned that
there are six very well qualified flying instructors who can be
commissioned for this purpose. This can be done without injury to
the training program.

e. Another problem being faced by the First Air Force is
that of white command and staff personnel for the medium bombardment
OTU squadron. Plans and 00&R are being questioned on this point also.
As yet no one has determined just what white supervisory personnel
should go itto this squadron,

f. The undersigned was questioned regarding the supply of
colored aviation cadets to meet the Colored Training Program. Lit.
Col. Fitch should be contacted to find out what the present backlog
of accepted colored aviation cadets is at present. There should
also be examined the possibility of obtaining qualified colored
ground force and service force officers for ingrade training. This
problem of personnel availability was not stressed in the meeting
but deserves investigation.

Captain , Air Corps
Training Requirements Section

- ~ -~RIF T
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ROY CLARKE:

The attached correspondence was
noted and is returned for your file.

The notation made by Colonel
MCormick on this paper, I consider to
be a commendation and to which I add
mine.

PARTMENT

THE ARMY AIR FORCES

IINGTON

2,September 1943

he Colored Program

E. S. WETZEL,
Colonel, G,S.C, he following changes in the Colored

saentatives of the following offices;
vision, Air Crew Training Division;
Dquirements, Air Defense Branch,
.h; AC/AS, Personnel. The recommended
?resent personnel and training problems
red Program. The changes will be
ing Command is received.

Lems: The 99th Fighter Squadron is at
bs for this squadron totaling approxi-
Lng trained by the 332nd Fighter Group.
date set for 15 December 1943. Current
d overstrength are 24 pilots. This
between 20 and 25 a month. This pro-
lots needed for the Fighter phase of the
;he 332nd Fighter Group will be met from
id, the problem arose of assignments for
lasses. Another problem is one of an
,cs to service planes for these surplus
number of P-40's to use in giving them

-..eps were recommended for solving these

a. Fighter R.T.U. squadron should be activated at Sel-
fridge Field, Michigan, 15 November 1943.

b. To provide aircraft mechanics needed in this Fighter
R.T.U. squadron, mechanics will be transferred from the personnel of the
Advanced Flying School, Tuskegee, not to exceed 50 mechanics.

c. The 30 August class at Tuskegee will be assigned to
B-26 Transition School, Dodge City, Kansas, to graduate 9 December 1943.
It is pointed out that the B-26 transition has he+fore transitioned only

S=pilots.
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ADDRESS REPLY TO

ArERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES
WAR DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTON, D. C.

WAR DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES

WASHINGTON

2 September 1943

MEMORANDUM for General Bevans

Subject: Revision of the Colored Program

I. For your information, the following changes in the Colored
Program have been recommended by representatives of the following offices;
AC/AS, Training, Technical Training Division, Air Crew Training Division;
AC/AS, Operations, Commitments, and Requirements, Air Defense Branch,
Bombardment Branch, and Programs Branch; AC/AS, Personnel. The recommended
changes represent an effort to solve present personnel and training problems
facing the implementation of the Colored Program. The changes will be
effected as soon as approval by Training Command is received.

1. Summary of the problems: The 99th Fighter Squadron is at
present on overseas duty. Replacements for this squadron totaling approxi-
mately four (4) pilots a month are being trained by the 332nd Fighter Group.
The 332nd Fighter Group has its ready date set for 15 December 1943. Current
needs to bring this group to authorized overstrength are 24 pilots. This
production of colored pilots averages between 20 and 25 a month. This pro-
duction will result in a surplus of pilots needed for the Fighter phase of the
Colored Program. Since the needs of the 332nd Fighter Group will be met from
pilots that have already been graduated, the problem arose of assignments for
graduates from the next four or five classes. Another problem is one of an
insufficient number of colored mechanics to service planes for these surplus
pilots. There is also an insufficient number of P-40's to use in giving them
additional training. The following steps were recommended for solving these
problems.

a. Fighter R.T.U. squadron should be activated at Sel-
fridge Field, Michigan, 15 November 1943.

b. To provide aircraft mechanics needed in this Fighter
R.T.U. squadron, mechanics will be transferred from the personnel of the
Advanced Flying School, Tuskegee, not to exceed 50 mechanics.

c. The 30 August class at Tuskegee will be assigned to
B-26 Transition School, Dodge City, Kansas, to graduate 9 December 1943.
It is pointed out that the B-26 transition has he ore transitioned only

-pilots.y/
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Memorandum for General Bevans Subject: Revision of the Colored Program 2 Sept. 1943
(C ont)

d. The graduates of the 3 October class at Tuskegee will be
assigned to the B-26 transition school to graduate 11 January 1943.

e. A medium O.T.U. Squadron will be activated at Selfridge
Field 15 December 1943 to which will be assigned the 30 August and 3 October
classes after they have been transitioned on B-26's.

f. The 403rd Fighter Squadron now at Selfridge Field, Mich-
igan manned with white personnel will remain there to supervise the O.T.U.
training of the 332nd Group and the formation of the Fighter R.T.U. squadron
until such time as the R.T.U. squadron becomes self-supporting.

g. Supervisory personnel (white) will be transferred from
the Third Air Force to the First Air Force for use in the medium O.T.U.

h. Additional classes of advanced flying training school after
the 3 October class will continue to be trained for single engine replace-
ments by the Fighter R.T.U. squadron. The graduates from the R.T.U. squadron
will be available in February or March, at which time it is estimated the
first replacements will be required for the 332nd Group

i. Technical Division, Training Command, will take steps
immediately to set up technical courses for those specialists needed for the
proposed medium bombardment group originally planned to reach 100% strength
and begin operational training July 1944. As these graduates come out of
technical school they will be assigned to the medium O.T.U. squadron.

j. Due to the additiaalnine(9) weeks required to transition
on B-26 equipment it is estimated that the operational training date of the
medium bombardment group will have to be delayed until around 1 September 1944.

k. The Training Command will be directed to train pilots,
bombardier-navigators, and other specialists required to man medium bombard-
ment group. It is contemplated that it will be necessary to train these
specialists in white schools. Because of the small numbers involved, it is
impractical to set up special schools for such training.

1. The replacement requirements for all specialists for both
fighter and medium programs when they reach overseas theatres will become a
part of the training program.

II. The responsibility of AC/AS, Personnel in the implementation of
these changes is as follows and will be carried out by this Division:

1. Issue orders to assign 24 pilots, now surplus at Tuskegee,
to the 352nd Fighter Group, Selfridge Fiela, Michigan.

-2-
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Memorandum for General Bevans Subject: Revision of the Colored Program
2 Sept. 1943 (Cont)

2. Issue necessary orders to ass:
and technical schools in accordance with rec

the graduates of flying

Chief, Milits
Division.

poc-z
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Personnel
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DRAFT (mgs)
Td"7-T3

u2AOrANDUM TO: Asat C/AS, 0CR (Requirements Division)

Subject: Colored Pilot Taining

1. It is recommended that the following procedures be used in the im-

plementation of the Colored Program for Fighters and Iedium Bombardment:

a. Immediately assign the 332nd Fighter Group the tweaty-four (24)

pilots now at Tuakegee. No additional pilots to be. assigned to the 332nd

Group until an RTU Fighter Squadron is activated,

b. Actntasn (1) Fighter RTU Squadro at.selfridge +.Ajd, 1ich-

igan, on November 15, 1943.

e, To provide aircraft mechanics needed in the Fighter RTU Squadron

mechanics will be transferred from the personnel of the Advanced Flying

Training Schools Tuaskegee, npt to exceed fifty (50).

4. Assign the graduates of the_0kAgust Class at Tuskegee to B-26

transition school, Dodge City, Kansas, to graduate 9 December 1943 and be

assigned immediately thereafter to the Medium OTU Squadron.

e. Assign the graduates of the 3 October Class at Tuskegee to B-26

transition school, Dodge City, Kansas, to graduate 11 January 1944 and be

assigned immediately thereafter to the Medium OTU Squadron.

f. Activate 15 December 1943 Medium OTU Squadron at Selfridge

Field, ichigan.

g. 403rd FighterSquadron, now at Selfridge Field, Michigan, to

remain there to supervise the OTU training of the 332nd Group and the for-

mation of the Fighter RTU Squadron until such time as the RU Squadron be-

comes self-supporting. /



K

DRAFT - Colored Pilot Training (27 August 1943) Continued.

h. Transfer supervisory personnel from the Third Air Force to the

First Air Force for use in the Medium OT.

i. Activate a Medium Bomb Group of four (4) squadrons on 1 April

1944 for whiUch the Medium OTU Squadron, previously activated, will act as a

parent. T~~I

j, Steps will be taken to immediately set up technical courses

for those specialists needed for the Medium Bombardment Program. Personnel

will be provided for trainees as trainees at such time as arrangements can be

made to begin such courses,

2, A directive has already been issued to the Training Command to train

134 Thin Engine standard pilots and 67 bombardier navigators by 1 July 1944,

thereafter to maintain an attrition rate of 18 pilots anJ.1 bombardier navi-

gators per month, This program is in addition to the Fighter Program which

provides for an attrition rate of 19 pilots per month.$rmqnthe) *rAin Goa-

mand.

The following officers attended this conference;

Colonel R. Montgomery

Lt. col. B. Hodgson

Major R. H. Clarke

Major w1 I. Barton

Captain H. 0. MeTague

Lt. Col. J. B. League

(AFACT)

(AFACT)

(AFPMP)

(AFG)

(AFACT)

(AFAC t)
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INDEX SHEET

291.2 Negroes

Date Nov 15, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Civilian Personnel Division

Office of the Secty of War
Att: Civilian Aide to the Secretary of War

SUBJECT: Civilian Investigation, John H. Jones

3d Ind

Original filed under No. 333.5 , ny,

FILE-:

To:

'iK ~



INDEX SHEET

291.2 Race, Negro Troops, WAC

Date Nov. 12, 1943

SYNOPSIS

Air WAC Officer

To: Commanding General, First Air Force, Mitchel
Att: WAC Staff Director

Field, New York

SUBJECT: Officers for Negro Troops, WAC

Ltr,

Original filed under No.

FILE

From:

324,.5 W AC



Sate Lettcr sMnt to 2nd, 3rd, 4th,
ATC, '\SC, AC, TCC, TC, I Fighter,

TAC, PG0

BB: MYtT:ml
A F AW

12 November 1943

Officers for Negro Troops, VAC

Commanding General, Second Air Force, Colorado Springe, Colorado.
ATTEPTIONs 'WAC Staff Director

Attached for your information is a copy of a recent decision of
the War Lerartment General staff concerning officers for WAG Negro Troops.

By comms-and of General ARNOLDs

1 Inost
As stated.

BETTY PANEEL
Major, AC
Air WAC Officer

Mattle L. Treadvell
Captain, AC
Executive Officer

>1

1 6 46896

16-20242-1 U S GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

V

K)
N



I F 7 'I ALT

'ONNRL x IVx"ION Q1
'rAsHINGTON

5 November 1943.

-t
Subjects Officers for Iegro Troops NAG,

The Secretaty of ar directs

1. That units and detachments comprising Negro WAC
pers'onnel ncrmlly 1will b commanded bj Negro of-ricere, AC.

2, That thite ofiicre, WAC, will be ardgned to
com-and 1egro VAC units only upon prior approval of the War
Department hnsed upon a eottnation as to whether Negro oS-
ficors are available.

3. That where necesary, pending ?ar Departaent de-
Cision as to availability of Negro tAC officers, Negro AC
units any be paced temporarily under covj;irand of Thite tAC of-
ficers.

/o/ G. P. Walker, Jr.,
for F. G. rITE,

Major General,
Assistant Chief of ,-taff.

fI-, 7 I I - '

> 0 2:l

rrCp 210,31 NAC

I
~ <//

16-29212-1 U S GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

-op ,0M- ET CM&:IGesP:,A: IjO~i



INDEX SHEET

FTTJ': 2913 2 Nec-ro Troors

Date Nov. 12,11943

SYNOPSIS

ir 2 fir

OoirtnTndinr )nl~, First Pir 1orce., 1itche] Field, beli York.

i1JTFCT~Officers for NTJcro Troops., , rAO

L tr.

Original filed under No. 324.5 "iJAC

AMS

V-4112, JA- C.~Nj

From:

To:



INDEX SHiEET

334 Bradley Plan

FILE

f

Date, Nov 1 94"

SYNOPSIS

From: AsesV.I Chief of Air Staff. Operations. Commitments & Rbqluirementi,
Programs Division

To: Aest. Chief -ct Air Steff., Mate riel. Raintenance & Dlistribution.
Air ]Engiieer-

SU~iO~Unite -to be,,Traine& fo no4aiuLl

/

~Y/~' ~

lets

'I

K
Original,filed under No. 13;~a 0,

pATENTED

Ii, U

.1?

.4

901.2-Legro

4 z
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INDEX SHEET

;UE:292z fgm ,tmops

SYNOPSIS

Af-r Adautaut General

War Department, General Staf4.Opratiow Diviszion1, Att ol. jm~
W , "oa rthyr.

StzbJeatt 3uhop gmgeTrip*

Original filed under No.

-Avei

/'
(~9!

(I

From:

To:

DateNOVv. 9,* IW



Locations for Colored Officer Personnel with Army Air Forces

I

x'Y/
AFRPG/IB/ml/7190h

Attn: us"

Parauant, to conference between Colonel R. R. Course, G-1,,
WDOS and Major W. I. Barton, Headquarters, Army Air Forces, the
attached schedule lists the ultimate colored officer locations
in the Army Air Forces,

For the Commanding General, Army Air Forcesa
Ssoe-

AsitatAz Ac' cu" Uxg~&1

1Thols
Ultimate Colored
Off. Locations in
ttw AA?

NJ

8 o 1s43

;r, M rn i irss,2EQE'

'TK~A j3bV 21

'---- -- -- --

OFFICE SYMBOL 1 AFRPG 2 35 46
SIGNATURE OF

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER

INTERNAL'OFIE nH ? 1
___/3,_ _ I _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ ____



COLORED PERSONNEL NITH ARMY AIR FORCES

Officer Locations Now Set Up (Ultimate December 1244)
(Exclusive of Colored W7AC Officers) -

Total Number
of Colored

Officer LocationsOViRREAD MAWNNING TASMS (Continental Uo$.)

Air Force or Command
3d Air Force
4th Air Force
Air Service Command
Units Assigned to Hq, AAF
Training Command

Total Continental U. S. Overhead

DESIGNATED TAC'CMAL UNITS
TOTAL NO., OF COLORED OFFICER LOCATIONS
T!L22asis 2 Overstre t grgt

TacticalServiof Unit:

Service Gp, Hq & Eq Sq
Service Squadron
Chemical Co. Air Operations
Chemical Depot Co. (Avn)
Chemical Co. Maint. (Avn)
Engineer Avn. Battalion
Ordnance Co. Am. (Arn)
Ordnance Depot Co. (Avn)
Ordnance Supply & Maint. Co. (AMn)
QM Truck Company (Avn)
QM Company Service Group (Avn)
Signal Construction Bn. (Avn)
Signal Company Service Group
Signal (Hea vy)Constr. Co. (Awn)
Signal AW Company
Medical Supply Plat. (swn)

Total Tactical Service Units

Tactical Combat Units
BOmb Group (9) HQ
Bomb Squadron (M)-
Bomb Squadron (m) OTU - RTU
Fighter Group (SE) Hq
Fighter Squadron (SE)
Fighter Squadron (SE) RTU

Total Tactical Combat Unite

Officersin Train or En Route

Grand Total

56
24
4
2
3

74
6
5

16
120

10
29
6
4
9
4

372

24
364
67
22

206

746

2 58
4 28
1 5
1 3
1 4
6 80
2 8
1 6
4 20

40 160
2 12
8 37
2 8
1 5
2 11
2 6

79 451

0 24
0 364
0 67
0 22
0 206
0 63

0 746

199

1,6091112.

205

213
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INDEX SHEET

FILE: 291.2 Negroes

Date 6 Nov 1943

SYNOPSIS

Asst Chief ir Staff, OU&R, Programs Division

Chief Air Staff, Management Control, Lan Power Section

SUDJECT: Designations for Colored Officers to 'oe i ndicated in
Continental U.S. Overhead Idanning Tables

R&

Original filed under No. 320.14 anning Tables

From:

To:

V-411 2, A. C.



INDEX SHEET

FILE : 291.2 Negro Troops

DatcNov 5, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: War Department General Staff, Personnel Division G-1
Washington, D, C,

To: Commanding General, Army Air Forces

SUBJECT: Officers for Negro Troops, WAC

Memo

324.5 WACOriginal filed under No.

C' ~



INDEX SHEET

FILE 291.3 Glmrd (rae)

Date Nov. 3,s 43

SYNOPSIS

From:

To:

The Air frspeetct

Ass t te Chief Air S*,aif,- Training,

SUbJects PersOnnel fOr 96th Servios Group (Colored)*

Original filed under No. 200*3 Assigmert

Ae

I A~

0

ji



INDEX SHEET

FILE : 291.2 Negro Units

!V.PT for Overseas Movement

Date Nov.2,'43

SYNOPSIS

From: Brigadier General, S. C. Godfrey U. S. Army Air
Engineer.

Commanding Officer, Second Engineer Aviation Unit
Training Center Fort George Wright, Wash.,

SUBJECT7: Overstrength for Units-Ordered
Overseas.

Ltr.

Original filed under No. 320.2 Stength

AMS

To:



INDEX SHEET

FILE: 291. 'egro

thte Oct. 30, 1943

SYNOPSIS

Pho. net, Chief of Air Staf n, Operat1ons, Comnitments,
and Renuirenents - ircruft u113nch

Asft. Chief of nir Sttaff, Operations, Commitments,
and Henuirenants - allocations Branch

037T e: replacement for 99th Fighter
Squadron (Colored)

Original filed under No. 320.2 Replacement

IiMS

V-4119, A* C.



INDEX SHEET

FILE 291.2 hegroes Colored Air Troops

- adron

Date Oct. 25, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Asst. Chief of air Staff, plans

To: The Chief of the Air Staff

SUB JECT: movement and Employment of Coired
Air Troops.

Memorandum

Original filed under No. 370.5 Novement of Troops

ALS

PATENTED



INDEX SHEET

291.2 Negro

Date 23 Oct. 43

SYNOPSIS

Asst. Chief of Air Staff, Training, Technical Training Division

Asst. Chief of Air Staff, Intelligence, Attn: Training Plans
Division.

SUBJECT: Trained Personnel Requirements Air Corps
Colored.

R & R Comment No. 3

Original filed under No. 320.2 Requirements

AMS

PATENTED

F.E :

From:

To:



INDEX SHEET

FILE: 291, 2 Negro Personnel

Date Oct. 21, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Major Betty Bandel WAC Air ,AC Officer

To: Division lAC

SUBJECT: Branch Recruitment of WAC
Negro Personnel.

D/Form

Original filed under No. 324.5 WAC

AMS

T(-4112,A. C



INDEX SHEET

FLE 291. 2 Colored

_______ _______ ____HBrig. Gen.

Date

SYNQPSIS October 20, 1943

From: Colonel Max F. Schneider, GSC,, Deputy, The Air Inspector

To: ACAS, Personnel

Subject: Survey Relative Affecting Contiions, Racial
Attitudes at Selfridge Field, Michigan.

R&R Cy. Comment #1,

Original filed under No.
333.5 Misc, Investigations.

DRS

PATENTED



INDEX SHEET

291.2 Negro

Date 19 Oct. 1943

SYNOPSIS

Assistant Chief of Air Staff', Training. Technical Training Div.

Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Personnel.

Subjects Procurement of Aviation Cadets ( Colored )
for Ground Duty Training.

R&R

Original filed under No. 221 Aviation Cadets.

FILE :

From:

To:

(



INDEX SHEET

21 ?

Date 19 Oct* 19423

SYNOPSIS

Asitan~tChief of Ar Staff, Trainimg, Teeluilcal Training Div*

Assistan~t Gh1ef of Air$taff~,Per mel,

Sujets Poormvtctkviation Cdets ( GCoored)
for Grotid Th4 ralu±rgw

Oriina fleduner o. 221 Aviatio~n Cadets*

FILE :

From:

To:

iv

Original filed under No.



INDEX SHEET

FILE : 291.2 Pace - Enlisted Men (Colored)

_ _ _ ing Program

Date Oct. 18,'43

SYNOPSIS

From: Asst. Chief of tir Staff, Training.

Commanding General, Lirmy Air Forces Training Command,
Fort Worth, Texas.

S UB91J3?CT:P Technical Training Rates
for Enlisted Men (Colored).

Ltr.

Original filed under No. 353 Training Misc

luds

To:



HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR RCES

ROUTING AND REC RD SHEET

To: Asst. C/As Traininga
ATTN: AFACT-3

FROM: Asst. C/AS, OCR (Requirements Divi. sion) E/L

DATE 16 Oct 1943

COMMENT NO._ 3

Haj. R..Fisher/gf/6670

Forwarded herewith in compliance with request set forth Comment 2 is letter
of transmittal from AAFSA T with copy of confidential letter dated 4 Sep 1943,
subject: Disturbances Among Negro Toops.

2 Incls.
Incl. 2 fr Hq AAFSAT W/l inl.

IORiIS RH. NEESON
Colonel, Air Corps
Chief, Requirements Division

a

I ~7./

3-1109 A.F.PAGE

SUBJECT:

TALLY
NO.

F I LE
NO.



HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

ROUT/NG AND RECORD SHEET FILE
NO.

Training of Sub-standard Individuals and Units

Asst C/AS, Training

Asst C/As, OCR, (Requirements Division) 1/L

DATE 15 Sep 1943

COMMENT NO. 1
Maj.R.A.Fisher/hm/6670

Attached letter forwarded for action as deemed necessary.

1 Incl:
Ltr frm Hqs AAFSAT subj
as abv

rERVIN E. GROSS
Colonel, Air Corps
Chief, Requirements Division

To: Asst. Chief of Air Staff, O. C. & R. (Requirements Div.)E/L

From: Asst. Chief of Air Staff, Training Comment No. 2
AFACT-3/C/ERB:ip
Ext 5003

1. Letter, Headquarters AAFSAT, File 291.2 dated 4 September 1943,
was not received, in this Division, Request copy, if available, be
furnished AFACT-3, Roan 4 C 128.

1 Incl: n/c

ROBERT W. HARPER,
Brig. General, U. S. Army,

6 ,

~~9F\~

PAGE

S SUBJE(

To:

FROM:

1 Oct 43

3-1109 A.F.



Ocj0

tr ct

C

C1

- -- - . i

A
'4% ~t~>

AX



HEADQUARTERS
ARMY AIR FORCES SCHOOL OF APPLIED TACTICS

ORLANDO, FLORIDA CEF/ /eh-M
IN REPLY

REFER TO 291.2

SUBJECT: Training of Sub-standard Individuals and Units.

To: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, ashington 25, D. C.
(Attention: AC/AS, OC & R, Requirements Division/E.L,
Attention: Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Training),

1. In compliance with paragraph 4, letter, Headquarters, Army Air
Forces, :.iashington, file AAF 291.2 dated 28 August 1943, subject:
"Training of Sub-standard Individuals and Units", invite attention to
letter Headquarters, Army Ar Forces School of Applied Tactics, Orlando,
Florida, file 291.2, dated 4 September 1943.

For the Comandant:

kcJ~d? :K1( "oo~mf

BUY WAR BONDS



CONFID'ENTIaL

HEDQUARTERS
AMY AIR FORCES SCHOOL OF APPLIED TACTICS

Orlando, Florida

CEF/ /beh-M

5 October 1943.

SUBJECT: Letter of Transmittal.

TO: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, ashington 25, D. C.
(Attn: Major Fisher (Liaison Officer)).

In compliance with instructions Colonel Holden, AAFSAT, copy of let-
ter dated 4 September 43 inclosed.

For the Commandant:

1 Incl:
Incl 1 - Conf Ltr, dtd

9-4-43, Hq AAFSAT.

C 0 N F I D E N T I'A L
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OPY CONFTN'tjTIAL 'COPY

HEADQUARTERS
ARMY AIR FORCES SCHOOL OF APPLIED TACTICS

Orlando, Florida CEF/ /eh-M

4 September 1943.

SUBJECT: Disturbances among Negro Troops.

TO: Commanding Gneral, Army Air Forces, Viashington, D. C., Attention:
Chief of Air Staff, OC & R, Requirements iDivision, Attention:
Assistant Chief of Air otaff, Training.

1. In compliance with paragraph 4, letter, your Headquarters, file

291.2, dated 20 Liugust 1943, it is reported that training of Colored troops
at AAFSAT is being carried out as follows:

a. Periodic drills and inspections are scheduled for Units that

have completed basic training.

b. Units that have received untrained replacements, are conduct-

ing basic training along with their regularly scheduled work assignments.

c. Of the four Aviation Squadrons that require basic training,

two have been believed from other duties and are pursuing the basic train-

ing program prescribed by the Commanding General, Army Air Forces. At the

completion of this training, these units will take over all duties now

performed by the other two units, which will then complete the same train-

ing program.

2. Specially selected officers have been placed in command of the

units receiving basic training.

For the Commandant:

/s/ R. H. Dtnlap
R. H.,DUNLAP
Lt. Col, AGD
Asst. Adj. Gen.

C 0 N F I-DEB NT-I AL



INDEX SHEET

Fm 291.2 Negro Personnel

DateOct, 15,'43

SYNOPSIS

From: Major Betty Bandel WAO Air WAC Officer

To: Recruiting & Ind. Section - Director WAC

SUBJECT:

D/Form

Original filed under No.

Branch Recruitment of WAC Negro Personnel.

324*5 WAG

AMS
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SUBJS2T: Procurement oftAviation Cadatg(Colored) or Ground Duty
Training.

TO: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Assistant Chief of Air
Staff, Personnel, ATTN: Aviation Cadet Branch, nashington
25,0D. C.

It is requested secret letter this Headquarters, 7 October 1943,
subject as above, be disregarded and that Aviation Cadets (Colored) be
procured as soon as possible in the following categories and numbers;
to be sent to Aviation Cadet Pre-Technical School, Army Air Forces
Eastern Technical Training Comand, Seymour Johnson Field, North
Carolina:

Engineering
Armament
Conmuni cations
Photographic

Uk)
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INDEX SHEET

FILE: 291.2 Negro

Date 13 Oct 1943

SYNOPSIS

Asst Chief Air Staff, ?ersonnel, Military Personnel Division

Asst Chief Air Staff, Training

SUBJECT: Technical Training Rates for Air Corps Enlisted Men
(Colored -.Jtne 1943 - August 1944)

R & R

Original filed under No* 353 Negro Training

M*

v-411 2, A.C

From:

To:



INDEX SHEET

FILE 291,2 Negro

Date

SYNOPSIS
Oct. 11, 1943

From: ?

To: y

Subject: South Pacific Theater Tentative, Disposition Anti-

Aircrafts Units.

List.

Original filed under No. 320.22 Enlisted Strength

DRS

ol

PATE NTED



INDEX SHEET

322o Units

370.5 Overseas 1ovenet of Troops

FILE : 291.2 Negro

Date 9 Ct* 43

SYNOPSIS

From: Asst. Chief of Air StafZ, Training

To: Management Control.

S-UBECTX7: minutes of the liceting of the Genieral Counci,*ls
July 19, 1943.

R & RI Cament No, 12.

Original filed under No. 337 Conference

AMS
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INDEX SHEET

File: 291.2 Negro

8 Oct. 1943

SYNOPSIS

Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Persoiel.

Chief of Staff, Attention: Assistant Chief of Staff, G-1.

Subject: Officer Promotion Policies.

1st Ind.

Original filed under No.
210.2 Promotion,

From:

V-4 12,A C.
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/11th Ind. TKAINRC/els
WD Hq Army Air Forces, Washington, ./C. 7October 1943

P0t Commanding Officer, 75th Aviatio se'adron4- kr tharles, Zouisiana;
Qommanding Officer, Qamp stonemanO t ha and
Commanding Officer, 925th AirB ase Security Battalion, AO913 n t
San Francisco, California, LA=A

For compliance with preceding Indorsement0 TAltw-ggIgg

By command of Gneal ABNOLDZ

n In tis et

J. F. IR ScOtt,
Colonel* J. A.*G.,
Qhief, Spe. Inv.
Offi aof Thn Air-

Do,
Division*
Inanectora

OFFICE SYMBOL 1 AAI 2 3 4 5 6

SIGNATURE OF
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER

INTERNAL OFFICE

COORDINATION_ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ __ __-__ _ __

UijjAlllLmjh j 11 Uhll 16-29242-1 u S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1942
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AG 291.2 10th Ind.
(13 Mpy 43)03-C
+r Department, A.G.O., 5 october 1943

(S-5 Nov. 43)
TILDimce

Thru: Commanding General, Army Air Forces.

To: Commanding Officer, 75th Aviation Squadron, Lake Charles, Louisiana;
Commanding Officer, Camip Stoneman, COlifornia; and the Commanding
Officer, 925th Air Base Security Battalion, APO #913, /o Postmaster,
San Francisco, Celifornia, IN TURIT.

1. For appropriate disciplinary action against the-enlisted men named
in para raph 3a, b and c of the preceding 9th Indorsement, with report of
action taken to accoimpany the return of these papers to this office when action
is completed.

2. The Commanding Officer, Camp Stoneman, California, will notify this
office by separate communication as to the date these papers are transmitted
to the Commanding Officer, 925th Air Base Security Battalion.

By order of the Secretary of War:

/s/ William T. Dinning
2 Incis n/c AIjutant General.

U



a. The CommandingOfficer, 75th Aviation Squadron, Lake Charles,
Louisiana, in the case of Sergeant Dennis Cunningan, Jr., 17000013;

b. The Commanding Officer, Camp Stoneman, Clifornia, in the

cases of Corporel Isaac Fotenote, 38261986; Private First Class Ejdward
Younrblood, 34-1',0635; Private Arthur 'oe, 34204683; all of the Casunal
'etach-ment, Camp'Stoneman; and,

C. The Commanding Officer, 925th Air Base Security Battalion,
APO #913, c/o Postmaster, San Francisco, California, in the cases of
P-iv'-te Henry T., Mack, 37006503, and Private Dainiel Y. Tenn, 13143062.

4. It is requested that when these paners shall have served their
purpose they, together with conies of subsequent action letters in this
be transmitted to this office for file.

case,

2 Incls
Added;
Incl 2-Ltr of 13 May 43 fr

C. L. Himel w/9 Ind & 3 Inls.

/s/ Virgil L. Peterson
7IRGIL L. TTERSOT,
Major General,
The Inspector General.
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b. By 2d Indorsement hereon, the names of the sixidentified.
enlisted men wer- transmitted to the Commanding Officer, 925th Air Base
Security B>ttalion, who, not having been furnished with a cony of the
original report of investigation, caused another. investigation to be made-
an then stated i paragraph 3 of 4th Indorsement hereon that no disciplinary
action was being initiated against the two soldiers, Private Henry H. Mack,
37006507, and Private Daniel X. Penn, 13143062, who wer-e still present with
that organization, for the reason that any investigation then made at the
station of that organization "must of necessity be fragmentary and incomplete,
inasmuch as more than three months have elapsed since the occurrence, and
any of those who were In - position to have witnessed the actions' of the men
abov refrred to during the disturbance are n-w in the United States -nd
are therefore not accessible to anyone makin' such an investigation here."

c. In 6th indorsement hereon, the Commanding General, II Island
Air Command, APO #91:, concurred in the view that no action bp taken against
Privates Mack and Penn "at least until we have the ben fit of the information
contained in the Report of Investigetion made by III Air Force."

d. 'It is observed that of the other four enlisted men named in 2d
Indorsement hereon, Sergeant Dennis Cunningan, Jr., is now stationed at Lake
Charles Army Air Base with the 75th Aviation Squadron and the-other- three
soldiers are in the Casual Detachment, Camp Stoneman, California.

2. a. The report, of investigation made nt the present station of the
925th Air B'-se S)ecurity Battalion shows with rosoect to Private Mack that
having mounted the top of the cab of a parked Army truck and ,having undertaken
to address a crowd of soldiers gathered there, he failed to obey a direct order
of a commissioned officer to dismount from the truck and was forcibly removed
by two enlisted men at the direction of the officer; that he broke away at the
Dack of the truck and lunged toward'the'officer as if t-o grab him (paragraphs 6a
and c, Incl. #1); that later at- the Air Base he was heard in a large crowd of
soldiers urging that ,they go back to town and finish the fight; that, with his
fists A's he talked, he repeatedly said, among other things, 'that, he would take
the men into town and finish the job properly because he was en expert machine-
gunner (paragraph 6b, Inc. #1). It is considered by this office that suxch
action on the part. of Private Mack not only warranted but required disciplinary
action in his case.

b. "ith reference to'Private Penn, attention is invited to the
answers to the folleving questions in the testimony'appended to the attached
report 'of investigation of 5 June 1943: Nos. 73, 102, 881, 888 and 919.

3. It is recommended that, for the purpose of initiating such disciplinary
action as may be considered to be appropriate in the cases of the respective
enlisted men named, these papers (to which has been added letter of 13 May 1943
from Carl L. Himel of Lake Charles, Louisiana, to the Secretary of War, with
nine indorsements and three inclosures, including report of investigation of
5 Jute 1943 by an acting assistant inspector general at Head uarters Third Air
Force) be transmitted, through channels, IN TURN, to:



250.1 7th Ind. CMS/ped
HEAD,.UARTERS II ISLATD COMZAN, APO 913, c/c Postmaster, San Frrncisco, Clif.,
7 September 1943

TO: The Adjutant General, War Department, Services of Supply, Washington 25,
D. C.

Attention is invited to 5th Indorsement.

For the Commanding General:

Incle n/c

AG 291.2 8th Ind.
(13 May 43)OB-C
War Department,,A.GO., 20 September-1943.

Is/ C. M4. Shaw
C.-M. SHAW
Captat1n, AGD
Asst Adj Gen

EAR:mce

TO: The Inspector General.

For your information, attention berng invited to paragraph 9c of your
4th Indorsement, dated 26 June 1943, Filet IO 333.9-925th Air Bnse Secutity En.

By order of the Secretary of War:

1. IncL
Stfatements of 4ilitarv Personnel

/s/ H. R. Hickman
Adjutant General.

IG 333.9-925th Air Base Security Bn. (7-5-43) 9th Ind.
War Department, IGO, 1 October 1943.

TO: The Adjut nt General, War Department, Washington 25, D. C.

1, a. Those pae--s relate to investigation of an occurrence at Lake
Charles, Louisiana, wherein colored soldiers rom L-ke Charles Army Air Base
particpated in a near-riot, rep-rt of which was reviewed by this office in
4thIndorsement, 26 June 1943 (IG 333.9-925th Air Bsse Security En.), in
paragraph 9c whereof further action was recommended with respect to six
identified enlistedmen of the 925th Air Base Security Battalion who appear
to have been ringleaders or agitators during the course of the aforementioned
disturbance.

~HiJ%~



AG 291.2 5th Ind. FMP/er-
26 August 1942
HEAD-,UARTERS 925th AIR BASE', ThOURITY 3ATTALION, APO 913.

TO: War Department, Services of Supply, Office Qf the Adjutant General,
Washington, D. 0. Thru: Command Channels

1. Because this Head'uarters has never received a formal report
on the investigation conducted by the Third Air Force, it was necessary t
appoint an investigating officer from this Organization, who carried out the
investigation on the enlisted men named in the 2nd Ind.

2. Four of the enlisted men named in nar. 1 of the 2nd Ind., were 1eft
in Continental United States prior to departure of this Unit for overseas
service, as indicated in the attached report sulomitted by 2nd Lieut. Edwe--3ad
F. Yarborough, investigating officer.

3. No disciplinary action is being initiated against Private Mack
and Private Penn who are at present with this Organization, for, the reaso-x
set forth in par. 11 of the re-oit of the investigating officer. If ay
evidence is contained in the investigation conducted by the officers of talle
Third Air Force other than that which is contained -n the attached report *
it is respectfully requested that it be forwarded to this Headquarters.

4. The officers from the Third Air Force conducted the investigatiazi
of this case on the train while this Unit was enroute from Lake Charles,
Louisiana, to Camp Stoixeman, Califofnia. At the close of the investigate -on
and upon arrival at Camp Stonemau, the undersigned inquired of the invest iga-
ting officers if they wanted to hold any of the men for further investigation
or disciplinary action, and was told that they had been unable to -stabli sh
sufficient evidence which would place the responsibility on any oarticulta-
member of -this Unit.

/s/ Fred M. Pokorney
FRED4 M. POKORNEY
Lt.. Col., Infantry-
Commanding Officezr

AG 291.2 6th Ind. LBT/gb
TQ.., II ISLAND AIR COMMANDL, APO #913. 3 September 1943

TO: Commanding General, II Island Command, APO #913.

'-1.' Attention invited to 5th indorsement.

2.' I'acour in the belief that no disciplinary action should be tale:<az
against Privates Mack and Penn, the only t+;jo of the six soldiers mentioned who
are at this station, at least until we ha e'the benefit of the information
contained in the Report of Investigation m de by III Air Force.

/s/ G1.:L. Usher
Gq L.:,USHEIR,
B3rigs Gen., USA
Com-anding.



2nd Ind. (S-26 Au g 17)
AG 291.2 EX:mce
(13 May 42)OT-C

e r Depa't enlt, A..O., 23 unl 194g.

To: Lietnt Colonel d Pokore-, Comman inOfficer 925thAir

h n1 cnt vt e ott s a 3 2 , o st ter, San e r

I.Te o'~sOf the sIX jidentified ,er11i ted mmen Of 3ur Bttalioll

vir mre o'lieted i-n the distur-bance 1,Thi-,ch . took plnce in the colored -orea

,'f Lake ,U yc re , Louisianp on the ni,-ht of 12-13 Me-,1943 !re follows

>ivate Arthe Roe, 34904603

Sergeant Dennis Cunningan, Jr., 17000013.

Private Benry -. Mack, 37006503.

Private F iret Clase Edw'ar- Youngblood, 34410635.

private 'D1niel X. P-nn, 131430?,

Cornora1 Isaac FotenOt, 38201986.

2. You ar directed to tkh m ron ripte discilinlr sactionein the cases

02 hedrmen Iifdte-.l oov- Pn'rl k~rennrti o~~ oti fCo.

By order of ths SecretarY :

'! H. 1P. R1ickmnen
Adjut-nt General.

3rd Ind. CMS/jjb

'1 ARTiERS II ISLAND CP iN, APO 913, 6 August 1943

T': Comn( I Cn-ral, II Iln-1 Air Comtn, APO 913.

For compliance with -naragraph 2, preceding endorsement.

3yr cOmmPnd of Major enmera1 TH)2PSON:

/s/ C. :. Shaw
C. M. 3AW
C-ptain, AGD,
Asst Adj General

4th Ind. FK/ham

OFFICE OF OANDI'GOEMiRAL, II ISLA in AI: CkHAED, APO 913, 7 August 1943.

TO: Commnnding Officer, 925th AB Sec Bn., II Iland Air Command, APO 913.

For compliance with 3rd indorsement an' report to this headequartarC action

taken.

iBy command of Bripadier Genrl SHER: s
/s/ Florian Koch

FLORIAN KOCH -

1st Lt., Air Coros,
Asst Adjutant
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(S-31 July 43)
EAR :mce

AG 291.2
(13 May 43) 03-C 5 July 1943

SUBJECT: Disturbance at Lake Charles, Louisiana, involving members of
th .925th Air Base Security Battalion.

TO: Lt. Colonel Fred M. Pokorney, " ,,
Commanding Officer, 925th Air Base Security Battalion,
APO 3982, c/o Postmaster, San Francisco, California.

1. Reference is made to the disturbance which involved members of
the 925th Air Base Security Battalion and took place in the colored area
of Lake Charles, Louisiana on the night of 12-13 May 1943.

2. You are directed to report to this office what disciplinary
action has been taken in the cases of the six identified enlisted men
of your Battalion who were implicated in the above-cited disturbance.

3. If such action has not been taken, you will take anpropriate
disciplinary action in the cases of these six men and make report thereof
to this office.

By order of the Secretary of War:

/s/ H. R. Hickman
Adjutant General

AG 291.2 (17 July 1943) 1st Ind. FMP/err
1EMADtARTERS 925th AIR BASE SECURITY BATTALION, APO 913, 0/0 Postmaster,
San Francisco, Calif.

TO: Wer Department, Services of Supply, 0'fice of the Adjutant General,
Washington, D. C.

1. The matter referred to in basic communication was investigated on
the Troop Train while this Organization was enroute from Lake Charles,
Louisiana, to the Port of Embarkation. The investigating officers were two
Captains from the Headquarters of the Third Air Force.

2. In checking our files we find that there has been no report of
the investigation made nor have the names of those involved been submitted.

3. It is requested that the names of the six enlisted men whose
identity is known, be forwarded to this Headquarters so that paragraph 3
of basic communication can e complied with.

/s/ Fred M. Pokorniey
FRED M. POKORNEY
Lt. Col., Air Corps,
Commanding Officer

, 0
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INDEX SHEET

__________________rdment Group

FILE 291. 2 Negro

Date Oct 6, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Asst. Chief of Air Staff., Personne. Military Persoanel Division

To: Ass. Chie f of Air Staff , Training

SUThJRO2; Medium Bombardment

373.1 Tactics & Te cbniquesOriginal filed under No.



INDEX SHEET

FILE: 291.2 Negro

Date Oct 0 -5, 194,3

SYNOPSIS

From: As-t. Chief of .ir Staff, Training

Commanding General, AAF Training Command, Texas and
Pacific Building, Fort Worth, Texas.

SUBJTECT: Technical Training Rates for Air Corps
Enlisted Men (Colored), June 1943 -

August 1944.

Ltr.

Original filed under No. 353 Negro Training

AMuS

To:

-11,A. Ua



4 October 1943

IEMORANDUM for the Chief of Staff (Attention: AC/S, G-3)

SUBJEC T: NegroFighter Program

i Discussion

1. In addition to the99th Fighter Squadron, now in North Africa,
the Army Air Forces program ?EIIT rt9 Ze-trI1nng of three additional
colored fighter squadrons and a medium bombardment group (Tab "A").

2. Thu )ilos of the 99th Fighter Squadron had the benefit of
extraordine-e, oLug training (Tab "B"). Their ground and air disci-
pline, their ability as pilots and their general conduct, prior to being
intorduced into combat with the enemy, were ll of the highest order.
Their combat record, however, has fallen far short of the standard of
white fighter units possessing much less training and operating identical
equipment under similar conditions (Tab "C"). Experience with this unit
can lead only to the conclusion that the negro is incapable of profitable
employment as a pilot in a forward combat zone.

V\
A)K

II. Action recommended

The Secretary of War directs that:

1. The attached letter (Tab "D") be sent by the Chief of Staff to the
President.

2. Subject to the President's approval:

a. The 99th Fighter Squadron be reassigned from the forward combat
area to the rear defense area,

b. The three additional colored fighter squadrons be assigned,
upon completion of their training, to a rear defense area, thus
releasing white fighter squadrons for movement to a forward
combat area.

c. Tie proposed activation and training of a colored medium bom-
bardment group be cancelled.

NWAAMIMM

Y'ar v.,s Manea
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28 september 1943

X5/GRAN~d "O:Assistant Chief of Air Staff, 1znt

Sects -Ago vigh er tr5raea.

. 9th -4!r tdrov.

1. The A9 Nero Fighter 4Ajuadron was activated 19 March 19411
and on 8 Auguwt 142 te r192onsiblity for traininAt this unit was given to
the Third Air Foroe, at which ti5 it was explained That the 9941 was ex-
pected to go owrsoas on or about I October 1942.

20 warning Orders on this A L were issued nwasriy times and they
wre reminded as easy ttmas 4ue to Status Aeports alayo stating that the
unit was not ufficiently trained for one reason or another. Td.,s was ia-
tially duo to tin inuwfficient naber of -40 aIrcraft availale at all.
times and to aiiity to find capable personnel to train for the various
duties. Tis unit required the supervisory personnel of the Tird Air
Force from 8 August 1942 intil it went overseas in April 1943, or a total
of eight homa\st, wrhereas wdte uits on4 require three m rs trairdr,
The re 4 uireuenta for supervisory p 0rsonnel have bee copletely out of
proportion to tiw resuiks acidered.

1, Itds group was activated 1 August 1942, but because of the
trouble eaqwrienaed in tradrdng sufficient personnel to perform tdheir proper
duties, this group was not to start unit training until 1 JulY 1943.

2. This wdt actually began operational training about 15 August
1943, at whci ide it was fully equipped with 1-1-40 type aircraft. D)ue to
the increase in eophasis on P-47's and ourtai ent of V-40 production, this
ardt was abut Septwaber let redesignated a N47 Group. However, tbr dif-
ficulties of retraining mecrdniea to radial type engines and retraining
pilots to fly P4'4s, it was decided Lo re-equip with -40Wa.

3, later Allocations advised that P-4's uould not be available
in the Theatre for tis group so a ohang vws made to ?-39 Ia* However, a
new Lnd-Lease agreement disposed of a blo of ?!-39' s out of wideh this
group was to be equipped.

4. At the present time this group is equipped with balt Pe40ts
act half Po-39's, the balance of Ph*39'a to be delivered about 10 October 1943.

TAB "B"



Lemo to usst, C/Ad, IlanS, 28 spt 1943

Thia !r1p will re<uire 'hree onth s ater cceit!t Cf full .. of ?.39tstob rpw for Wnc ciet 2:1 cannot, utnatr &hese circumt~stacs on.
>1ate it atni Wn2: tmoe O"?a2Te of 1. Decmber 1943,

5. This rA has rqJred the full time oduty o4 ono white sua&ror to surtvtse Ia .1 t- n i v , whth is a l rn red sTI.ii. r '4ui&It : r& we also seriously hnterflr4d vit, peso reaem.ent
pro: z1Im du to a aj Z airlns twi ce in the Kt ea in order to

stnd i Vlptra a lirup

xBricgaier 4ivnral, U. ts, army,
4sasidnt Chief oft Air 4Saf,

but: ning,

~!Sg2L~9 V
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The President
The White House

Dear Mr. President:

The 99th Fighter Squadron (colored) has been in North Africa
since 24 April 1943, The personnel of this first colored air unit
were carefully selected from the highest type of negro youth. Prior
to movement overseas, they were given a total of eight months' unit
training in this country, under specially selected instructor personnel,
instead of the three months' training normally required. Their ground
and air discipline, their ability as pilots, and their general conduct,
prior to being introduced into combat with the enemy, were all of the
highest order.

After arrival in the theater of operations, they were processed
with unusual care for entering initial combat. They were indoctrinated
into combat procedure under the guidance of an experienced white group
with identical equipment, at a time when the tactical situation was
decidedly in our favor and under living conditions as favorable as
field service permits.

I have just received from General Spaatz a careful report concerning
the activities of this squadron to date. This report reveals that in
actual combat, the negro pilots fail to display the aggressiveness
and lasting qualities that are vitally necessary for a first-class
fighting organization. Under pressure of enemy attacks, they permit
their formations to disintegrate. Frequent and earnest attempts t6
correct th&se deficiencies have been without success.

It is my considered opinion that our experience with this unit
can lead only to the conclusion that the negro is incapable of profit-
able employment as a pilot in a forward combat zone. We are therefore
proposing to reassign the 99th Fighter Squadron from the forward combat
area to a rear defense area.

The Army Air Forces program provides for three more colored fighter
squadrons in addition to the 99th. The training of these three squadrons
is already under way and should be completed by the end of this year.
The Air Forces program also provides for a colored medium bombardment
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group, to be activated in April, 1944.

In the light of our experience with the 99th Squadron, we are
proposing to assign the three additional colored fighter squadrons
to rear defense areas, upon completion of their training, thus releas-
ing white fighter squadrons for movement to forward combat area. We
also propose to cancel the proposed activation and training of the
colored medium bombardment group.

Your approval of the above proposals is respectfully requested.

Faithfully yours,

Chief of Staff
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WAR DEPARTMENT

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES

WASHINGTON

2 October 1943

RIT RANDM to General Hall

STBJEC T: ferro Fighter Program

1. In accordance with directive to prepare a revised draft of
letter to the President for the signature of the Chief of Staff,
subject "Negro Fighter Frogram", a revised draft is attached,
together with draft of covering memorandum to the Chief of Staff.

2. Iurgently recommend that this entire subject be reconsidered.
Every country in this war has had serious troubles in handling dis-
affected minorities. Up to the present we have been rather fortunate.
To recom-mend at this time any- action which would indicate the relative
inferiority of the colored race would be really "asking for it". After
all, very little is involved. One squadron, leber four squadrons, may
not be as aggressive or as effective in combat as an equal number of
white squadrons; however because of their small number they cannot
possibly make very much difference in the war effort one way or the
other. Perhaps later on, if they were given a chance under whibe
leaders, they might do a great deal better. Can we say they are any
worse than the Chinese, on whom we have spent millions; or the texicans
or South Americans?

3. The loss in combat efficiency through their utilization is a13
out of proportion to the probable loss in productive effort at home,
which may result in bringing this subject to a head now. Race riots,
sbrikes and cries of "discrimination" would surely follow the wide
publicity such action would receive in the yellow press.

4. Further, I feel that such a proposal to the President at this
time would definitely not be appreciated by him. He would probably
interpret it as indicating a serious lack of understanding of the
broad problems facing the country.

5. In my opinion, it might be far better to let the entire matter
drop, without writing any letter to the President.

F *VICTORY E. O'DONNELL

Colonel, Air Corps.STATES

BONDS

STAMPS
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AFAAP
JfMc/erl/6162
Written 9/30/43

The President
The White House

Dear t. Presideftt

The 9,th Fighter Squndfon has been in North Africe since
24 April 1943. The personl of thte tuit were carefudly elected
from the areas f negro youth, From the inception of the program
to trmin negroe for oombat tWing duty, it 'cs had the finest tninm
ing possible to give it, The utost sare has been taken with the
squa&dron to offlrd the negro'the opportunity to prove himself in air
fighting and tid4 earn the sight to greter p.rtiocip tion in estudl
cobat.

There isat hath a particularly disturbing report bed
on twenty-eight sor is pr pilot in the theater. It is reported
that the negro pilot 1ck agresiveness, are not eager to engage
in cobat, Isle the p ies1 stamina of white pilots and permit
their formations to di$5 tograts under treasuree of enemy attieks,

It is y eqaide opinion thzt our experience with the
nugro in aerial cornb t can 16 only to the eonclufsion that the negro
is inoapable of profitable esplbyreat in teetical units of our AIr
Forces, Since employment in such'Ngst I* the objective of all air
ore* training, further training of netpea therefor should be discon-
tinuedI

I as therefore asking your approval of the discontinaees
of negro pilot training; the in ctivstion of Existing negro Air Foreo,
combat units; the return to the United States of Air Force colored
combat personnel now abroad; ead the administrative disposition of
negro personnel asaigned to, or destined for, Air Force combat units.

Faithfully yours,

Chief of Staff



291.2/1055 5th Ind.
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AGO
291.2/1055 3rd Ind.

HEADQUARTERS EASTERN DEFENSE COMMAND AND FIRST ARKY, Governors Island,
New York, 4, New York.

TO: Commanding General, Air Forces, EDC and First Air Force, Kitchel

Field, N. Y.

Request 2nd Ind be clarified and indicate number of colored officers

desired for training as Special Service Officers, Air Base, Selfridge

Field, Michigan and Oscoda, Michigan.

By command of Lieutenant General DRUM:

Service Activities

, t.ST AIR FORCE, MitcheL~ Field, New York.

TO: Commanding General, Eastern Defense Command -ed FLe4 P Y Governors
Island 4, 7e York.

1. The present need for colored Special Service Officers at Army Air
Base, Osooda, Michigan, and Army Air Base, Selfridge Field has been taken

care of locally.

2. Request made in 2nd Indorsement is hereby withdrawnn)

For the Commanding General:

1 Incl. n/Co, 1G.D.

CONFIDENTIAL

- 3 -



880 291.2/1055

HFADQUARTFRS EASTERN DEFENSE COMMAND AND FIRST ARMY, Governors Island, N.Y.,
30 August 1943.

To: Commanding General, Air Forces, EDC and First Air Force, Mitchel Field, N.Y.

Inel: n/c

SUBJECT: Use of 4egro Officers in Special Service Activities.

291.2 (26 Aug 43) 2nd Lnd.

HQ AIR FORCES, E.D.C. AND FIRST AIR FORCE, Mitchel Field, N.Y. ~2+ 4W

To: Commanding General, Eastern Defense Cammand and First Army,
Governors Island 4, New York.

Bqu t lored officer ith physical educati g
o raining as pecial Service Officer to be assigne OgA yAi Base,

Selfridge Field, Michigan and Osobda, Michigan. 41

For the Commanding General:,(

Incl. n/c

i OR)T (Yy

CONFIDENTIAL2 K ~

1st Ind.

i a
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CNFIDENTIAL

WAR DEPARTMENT

VASHINGTrON 26 August 1943

SUBJECT: Use of Negro Officers in Special Service Activities if

TO: Commanding General, Headquarters First Air Force,
Mitchel Field, New York

THRU: Commanding General, Headquarters Eastern Defense Command,
Governors Island, New York \

2r4~
1. Attention is directed to attached copy of War Department let-

ter, AG 291.2 (12 Aug 43) OB-C, dated 21 August 19!3, subject as above.

2. Special service program planning should include provision of
comparable facilities and activities for Negro personnel in proportion
to their numbers and needs. Obviously preferential treatment, which
might result in criticism from either white or colored personnel, will
be avoided in administration of special service activities.

3. This headquarters will take necessary steps to provide
trained Negro special service officers in response to requisitions from
your command.

For the Commanding

1 Incl.
AG 291.2 (12 Aug 43) OB-C,
21 Aug 43, sub. as above

General, Army AjForces:

ROBERT C. JON
Colonel, Air Cor
Chief, Specia ervice Division
Office, Asst Chief of Air Staff,
Personnel

R LIM ENSE

BUY
UNITED

4 STATES

S"INGS
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0e 0FETIAL
'T'AR 'DPARMT4'

The Adjutant General's Office BARae
Washingto'n

291.2 (12 Aug h3)03.-C 21 August 1943

LCT Use of Negro Officers in Special Service Activities.

TO s COmmanding Jeneral,

Army Air Torces.

10 Recent ina3speations and surveys conducted at various
camnpa an stations where Negro troops are located show that, in
general, little or no considerat on has been given to utiling
Negro officers in connection with special service activties.
It has been reported that scme of the graduates of the School for
peosial Service arw not being assignedto those duties as omntem-

plated.

2. Ualfied Negro officers on full or part tie bass could
be of great assistance in connection with athletics, entertainments,
social events and in other activities arranged for Negro personnel,
and to keep the commnding officer appraised of the pulse, temper,
and morale of the oagro troops. It is obvious that only qualified
and suitable officers should be assigned to these duties.

3. The assignment of staff officers and assistants Is, in
general, a function of command; and there is no intention by the
War Department to interfere with this prerogative. It is, however,
a responsibility of eommand to employ the personnel available to
bring about the highest possible degree of efficiency, cnMtentment,
and morale.

4w G Coanders of all echelons of orand will give this
matter appropriate consideration.

by order of the secretary of War:

fa .R. ickftan

Adjutant General.

O
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2. With reference to paragraph la(l) of inclosure #1 to basic communication,
i is ot believed advisable to initiate unit training programs, inasmuch as all
ja personnel have been transferred to the Technical Training Command. The

isolated cases of disturbance caused by sub-standard individuals can be
justly and legally dealt with without discrimination.

For the Commanding General:

CH MYERS

Acting Chief af Staff

Incls
#1 n/c-
#2cp of ltr thi 11 OC 14u

zeadqu e Army Air Fores, raining command, Texas Pacific Building,
Fort Worth 2, Tex jQ1 ~

TO: CommandingG eral, Army Air Force/ Washington, D. C.0
Attention: sistant Chief of A Staff, Training.

Attention isl4n 'ted to 1s>Eidorsement, It is the interpretation of
thi Hedqurtes th~4 epav sions of paragraph 1 a (1) of AAF 291.2,

Headquarters, Army Ai&' orceso 28 August 1943, subject-, "Training of Sub-
standard Individuals and Units," are not applicable to this Command, as it
trains no units as such, With regard to individuals insufficiently trained
according to the standards set out in the cited training standard, the prom I
visions of paragraph 1 a (2) thereof will be complied with#

FOB THE COMMANDING GEN L
Incle -n/o

C olnel. A G. t.

Adjutant Ge, en



In reply
refer to:;2~~~/

HEADQUARTERS
ARMY AIR FORCES XiggTRAINING COMMAND

FORT WORTH, TEXAS

18E

SUBJECT: Training of Sub-standard Individuals and Units

1943

TO : Commanding General, Army Air Forces Central Flying Training
Command, Randolph Field, Texas.

Attached is letter for your information and compliance with all
provisions pertinent to your Command.

1 Incl
Cy WD Ltr, dtd 28 Aug 43
Subj: Tng of Sub-standard
Individuals & Units

353 'Is nd

O 18321

J. H. HMUSL
Colonel, A. PG. B

HQ., ARMY AIR FORCES CENTRAL FLYING TRAINING COMMAND, Randolph Field, Texas

TV 0 n ni General, Amy Air Forces, Washington, 25, D. C. (Attention:
Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Training). THRU: Commanding General,
AAF Training Command, Texas -& Pacific Bldg., Fort Worth, 2, Texas

1. In compliance with paragraph 4 of letter, Headquarters, Army Air
Forces, dated 28 August 1943, file AAF 291.2, subject, "Training of Sub-
standard Individuals and Units", information is submitted that this Head-
quarters initiated a survey to determine conditions within this command of
the racial situation. It was found that the racial situation in this command
is generally very good and has caused no real problem. Attached as inclosure
#2 is a copy of confidential letter, this Headquarters, dated 11 August 1943,
file 291.2, subject, "Negro Troops", directing that all station commanding
officers conduct regular weekly inspections and initiate such action as to
comply with directives on this matter.

I
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IEADQUARTERS OF THE AlWM AIR FORGES

AAF 291.2 WASHINGTON, D. C. (ArACT)

28 August 1943

SUBJECT: Training of Sub-standard Individuals and Unite.

TO: Commanding Generals,
All Air Forces,
All Independent Arary Air Forces commands

Comandant,
Army Air Forces School of Applied Tactics.

Commanding Officers,
All exempted Army Air Forces stations.

(In continental United States).

1, a. Because of a preponderance of low grade personnel, unusual mental
attitudes of personnel, and for other reasons, certain units of the Armed Forces
have not progressed satisfactorily. For units of this type, necessity clearly
indicates a need for extended training programs with special emphasis upon
discipline. It is therefore directed that appropriate commanders of the Army
Air Forces take action as follows

(1) tended unit training programs will be prepared and estab-
lished for such units immediately. Units to receive extended training will be
formally designated as such. In designating these units reference will be made
to the special training program employed and to the time required therefor, in
order to prevent their commitment before they are properly prepared. As a
major part of these special programs, disciplinary training will be intensified
and emphasized.

(2) At basic training centers, individuals who do not display the
proper attitudes toward military discipline during the regular basic training
period will not be made available for assignment to units until they are suffi-
ciently trained in this respect.

2. Officers selected to train these special units will be carefully chosen
more so than for ordinary trailing assignments. Only competent officers who are
known to possess the proper mental attitude and who are known to have ability to
enforce military discipline among groups of this type will be assigned. No
officer who by mental attitude, intelligence, training or environment is prone
to condone inherent weaknesses in these troops will be utilized during their
basic or special unit training. After a unit in this category has demonstrated
the proper state of discipline a gradual subatitution of officers whose back-
ground is similar to the troops may be effected.

3. The provisions of this directive will be applied forcefully, justly and
legally, based upon the real sources of trouble, and without discrimination
against any race or group.

- 1 -24,A



4. Every caumanding officer concerned will take personal cognizance of
the situation within his own command. Commanders to whom this directive is
addressed will report to this headquarters, (attention: Assistant Chief of Air
Staff, Training) the action which they have taken to carry out the initructions
contained herein*

By command of General ARNOLD:

/a/ FRnD C. MXana,

/t/ Fred C. Milner,
Colonel, A. G. D.,

Air Adjutant General.

DISTRIBUTION:
As indicated plus
all Hq. offices,

W. W. BEASLEY,
Major, Air Corps.



C0O'N FID N1 I AL

HEADQUARTERS
ARMY AIR FORCES GULF UOAST TRAINING CE hTER

Office of the Commanding General
E-12bd-1ml

Randolph Field, Texas

11 August 1943

291.2

SUBJECT: Negro Troops

TU : Commanding Officers, All Army Air Forces Stations
(AAFU(T) less Army Air Forces Gunnery School, Laredo,
Texas, Army Air Forces Gunnery Schools, Matagorda
island and Peninsula, Texas, all Contract Flying
Schools and College Detachments.

1. Attention is invited to letter, headquarters, AAFf irain-
ing Command, dated 22 July 1943, file AAF 291.2, subject same as
above, 1st indorsement thereto, this Headquarters, dated 28 July 1943,
and inclosure.

2. It is desired that regular weekly inspections be con-
ducted by post commanders. During the course of these inspections
Commanding Officers should never hesitate to compliment, criticize
or correct if the occasion demands. Troops must thoroughly under-
stand that their commanders are deeply interested in their train-
ing and welfare. It is felt that the frequent appearance of
these commanders will be beneficial and will result in a more
thorough understanding between troops and Commanding Officers.

3. It is directed that necessary action be initiated to
insure strict compliance with the above instructions.

4. This Command has had only a few scattered incidents
of trouble with individual negro soldiers and it is my desire
that this record be continued in the future at all of our stations.

/s/ G. C. BRANT
Major General, U. S. Army

Commanding



1st Ind. AFlMP-2eTMB/f J,777

WD, EEADqUiRTP2S .F ARIY I AIRVPDZE, Kashington 25, . C., 1 October 1943.

TO: Comnandlng Genoral, Army Air Forces Training Command, Texas & Pacific
Building, Fort Worth, Texas.

1. Actfention is invited to ThX to your Headquarters on this subject
(copy attoeebd)c

2. Directive is being sent to all Commands from this Headquarters
to screen colored personnel under the provisions of AAF Regulation $0-12,
dated 10 $eptember 1943, to secure personnel to meet technical school
quotas0 . t is planned that colored enlisted men found qualified for
technicel school courses will be reported direct to your Headquarters
by the Commands concerned and that men so reported will be called by and
as required by your headquarters to fill technical school quotas.

3. Information received from The Adjutant General indicates that
10,324 colored enlisted men were shipped to Army Air Forces Basic Train-
ing Centers during the month of September. Shipping schedules for
colored enlisted men to Basic Training Centers for October, Movember
and Deoember call for approximately 8,500 per month.

4. The GOT occurrence rate for colored personnel is as follows:

class I .2%
Class II 3.6%
Class III 13.6%
Class IV 47.8%
Class V 35,0%

Since the occurrence rate is 17.2% in Class I, II and III, it is be-
lieved tiat the estimate that only 104 of this personnel are qualified
for technical schools is conservative.

By command of General ARNOLDz

T. M. SLSHE -

Lt Colonel, Air Corps
Chief, Enlisted Branch
Office, Asnt Chief of Air Staff,
Personnel

16-29242-1 U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
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6E STUD.AJT SECTION

OF iA.MAI

CO. UQK) IA G L1Ecx

hdBY h.IR FORCESZ

3D~3i 2TC:, 1:. C.

aTTfl: AC3T CIIIEF OF AiIR STnJF, TRAI'ING

1. liFELELCE IS Y"DE2 TO SECRET LETTER, YOUR EADQURTERS, JUBJECT:

"%-C.;IWL T AlLI} 1UTj2S F R 28 COReS E*LI2TED MEN (COLORED) UT 143 -

iDU8T 194Q," DTED 3 JLST 194 . TIEi FDL' OF LLISTCD MU (COLORED) TO

PrHE CO'AND RECEIVED IN JUNl, JULY, LD >Y1UST IS NOT 3UFFICIDNT TO L2ET

LT'FORELITEDCOLOED) TECHUNICAL JTIEE, FOLLOIN 3

T-E ACEAL U BER CF LLISTED MEN (COLORED) RECEIVE D IN BT'S, TFIS C0 D i.T0

JUNE 139

JULY 1123

JGU13T 1146

TaROUGE 11 SEPTEMBER 1943 OFIY 33 ENLISTED MEN (COLORED) VERE RECEIVED IF

BaSIC TRAlNING CENTERS FOR THAT HONTH. OF TE~ 2408 EN.LISTED MEN (COLORED)

RECETVED BETNE2EN JUNE THOUGH AUGUST 1943, ONLY 101 HATE BEEN FOUND QUAIUFIED

FOR ENTRA'CE I TO TECHNICIAN SC IOOL.

2. OF T-E FLON OF 1262 ENLISTED >EN (COLORED) TO TIS COMAD, RECEIVED

IN JUNE D JULY 1943, ONLY 36 2UALIFIED FOR RADIC CAEhaTOR H301JNICS h1D

R IO VEC-a\IC R COU3 EL3 SGINI"ING 29 SEET EMBER 1943, TRAINING HEUIREM NT3 OF

ENLISTED 4EF (COLORED) FOR RO , -ND RI SCHOOLS BEGINNING 29 S3EMBER 1943 ARE:

144 ROV JD

'10T
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Message Form to G, AF .ar. 2 cont'd.

0. A TOTAL OF 184.

3. IT IS REQUESTED THkT SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF QUALIFIED AIRCORPS ASSIGNED

ENLISTED MEN (COLOREhD) BE ?ROCURED FROM AIR FECES MAND COMiANDS TO FILL ZOM AND

dkM 3CHOCLS A TH FOLLOlNAG SThTIONS IN THE NUMBER INDICATED:

108 RADIO OPRRl-ATOR ECHANICS TO SCOTT FIELD, ILLINOIS

40 RA DIO MECHANICS TO TRAUX FIELD, MISCONSIN

THESE TRAINEES OULD ARRIVE aT SCHOOL INDICTED ±BOT L!TER THAN 27 SEPTEMBER 1943.

4. IN VIE" OF T' F±ACT TH4T ONLY AFFROXIMAtTELY 10-O OF THE ENLISTED ME\T

(COLORED) iaRE FOUND QUhLIFIED FOR TEC-NIC L TRYING, COLUMN ONE OF THE

FOLLOWINGG PERSONNEL REQUIREMENT FLO[ Ci---T SHONS THE NUMBER OF ENLISTED MEN

(COLORED) REQUIRED BY THTS COMMAND TO FULFILL THE DIRECTIVE OFSBCRET LETTER,

YOUR BEADQUiRTERS, SUBJECT: "TECHNTCAL TRAINING RATES FOR AIR CORPS ENLISTED

M (COLORED) JUNE 1943 - AUGUST 1 9 4 4 ."

RECRUITS REQUIRED TECHNICAL SCHOOL
TO ENTER BTC REQUIREMENTS

DATE .-CTUALLY
RECEIVED

JUN 139

JUL 1123

AUG

SEP

OCT

NOV

DEC

COMPLETE

DTE

SEP

OCT

1146

* 33

BTC

NUMBER REQUIRED
TO ENTER

184

468

NOV

DEC

JAN

FEB

1391

849

1242

848

21

* NUMBER RECEIVED THROUGH 11 SEPTEMBER 1943

NUMBER
REQUIRED

1840

4680

13910

8490

12420

8480

210

DATE

SEP

OCT

NOV

DEC

JAN

FEB

MAR
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essage Form to CC, AAF.

IT IS REQUESTED TSAT THE NUMBERS OF ENLISTED MviEll\ (COLORED) LISTED IN

COLUMN ONE, ABOVE, BE FURNISEED THIS CO kND DURING THE MCNTHS INDICATED

IN COLUITN T WO, IN ORDER THAT TECHNICAL SCHOOL TRaINING REQUIREMENTS FOR

ENLISTED MEN (COLORED) M&Y BE MET .

5. REQUEST THIS HEADQUARTERS BE ADVISED OF ACTION TAKEN.

YOUNT

AAFTC

OFFICIAL

Allen B. Black

ALLEN B. BLACK
Major,, AGD

Assistant Adjutant General

ft~ ~- le
BE"Eff-'

,~0



INDEX SHEET

FILE : 291.2 Race-Negro

DateSppt SO, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Chief. , Service Organization Bftanch

To: Comanding General. Atlantic Overseas Air Service Command.
Newark Air Base. Newark, N.J.

STIBTECT: Conditions at Newark Air Base

Ltr.

Original filed under No. 333.5 Misc. Investigation

V
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/1 AFACT/4

28 September 1943

AMORANDIUM TO: Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Plans

Subject: Negro Fighter'rogram.

Is "9th IFigShterSqarn < 1))-

1. The 99th Negro Fighter Squadron was activated 19 arch 1941
and on A August 1942 the responsibility for training this unit was given to
the Third Air Force, at which time it was explained that the 99thi as ex,
pected to go overseas on or about 1 October 1942.

2. warning Orders on this unit were issued many times and they
were rescinded as many times due to Status Reports always stating that the
unit was not sufficiently trained for one reason or another. This was par-
tially due to an insufficient number of P-40 aircraft available at 41
times and to inability to find capable personnel to train for the variou&i
duties. This unit required the supervisory personnel of the ThirciAir -

Force from 8 August 1942 until it went overseas in April 1943, or a total
of eight months, whereas white units only require three months t ingJ.
The requirements for supervisory personnel have been completey- out of
proportion to the results achieved.

II. 332nd Negro Fighter Group.

1. This group was activated 1 August 1942, but b4anuse of the
trouble experienced in training sufficient personnel to perfot ti r
duties, this group was not to start unit training until 1 July 1943.

2. This unit actually began operational training about 15 Augut
1943, at which time it was fully equipped with P-40 type aircraft. a4 g
the increase in emphasis on P-47's and curtailment of P.40 production, th a
unit was about September let redesignated a P-47 Group. However, thrulit-
ficulties of retraining mechanics to radial type engines and retraining
pilots to fly P-47's, it was decided to re-equip with P-40's.

3. later Allocations advised that P-40's 'would not be available
in the Theatre for this group so a change was made to P-39's. However, a
new Lend-Lease agreement disposed of a block of P-9ta out of which this
group was to be equipped.

4, At the present time this group is equipped with half P-40's
,and half P-39's, the balance of 1-39ts to be delivered about 10 October 1943.

Central Piles Copy \
MBE

flstMM"



L-emo to wsz C/a, Plans ', 28 Sept 1943

This group will require three months after receipt of fU quota of P-39's
to be prepared for commitment and cannot, under these circumstanwres, coam-
plete its training on the proposed date ofI December 1943,

5. This zroup has required the full time duty of one white sqyad-
ron to suPervise its training, which is a luxury not afforded similar white
units, This training has also seriously interfered with piloi replacement
proiram dIAe to xanin airplanes twice in the" o.TU. system in order to
standardize eq4inMent in the group.

ROBET L, WdMfER,
brigadier General, U. 5. AraW,
Assistant Chief of Air Staff,

twining.

10 copies carried Col. Forrest Lllen (Plans)
by hand ?/2843

SR ET I



INDEX SHEET

e Group

FILE : 291.2 Negro

Date SePt*27vf43

SYNOPSIS

From:

To:

Asst. Chief of Air Staff, Operations, Commitzents
& Requirements.

The Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Plans

SUB}TECT: Status of 332nd Fighter Group and
96th Service Group and 332nd Fighter
Control Squadron (Colored).

Memorandum

Original filed under No. 319*1 Status Reports

AMS



HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES TALLY

ROUTING AND RU SHEET F LE
NO.

SUBJECT: Activation ofRTU Fighter Squadron (SE) (Colored)

To: Asst C/AS, OCR (Allocations and Programs Division)

FROM: Asst C/AS, OCR (Requirements Division)

DATE 8 Sept 1943

COMMENT NO._1
Lt Col Perry/ah/5992

1. The 99th Fighter Squadron (SE) (Colored) is now in combat overseas and
requires normal squadron attrition. The 332nd Fighter Group (Colored) is committed
overseas as of 15 December 1943. At that time the Fighter Pilot Replacement (Colore
requirement will increase to approximately 16 pilots per month.

2. No Replacement Training Unit (Colored) has been previously planned to ful-
fill this requirement. At present, it is believed that a Fighter Squadron at nor-
mal T/O strength of enlisted personnel will be sufficient. However, to meet the
requirement of two month's training, a total of 36 trainees will be required which,
considering necessary instructors, will bring the squadron to 24 pilots above T/b
strength.

3. It is requested that a Fighter Squadron (SE) (Colored) be activated at
Selfridge Field on 1 November 1943, to be organized under T/O 1-27 dated 1 July
1942, with an additional authorization of 24 pilots (SE) (Second Lieutenants).

Fighter & Air Defense Br. tr N2 &IN E. GROSS
Colonel, Air Co a

ACAS, OC&R, Requirements Division

ynD(M: Programs Branch, ACAS, OO&R

DATE: 24 Sept 194

Comment No. 2
TWB/lal 71089

Necessary action is being taken by this office to author e the activation
of the *553rd Fighter Squadron as reggested above.

*Negro personnel BYRON E. BRUGGE {jg1
Colonel, Air Corps 4 r

--. Pla OE1

I Q~
j0 ECET

3-1109 A.F.PAGE

TO:

rY (i

k-wmm-',



INDEX SHEET

File: 291.2 Negroes

Date 24 September 1943

SYNOPSIS

Assistant Executive, Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Personnel.

Commanding General, Army Air Forces Training Command,
Texas and Pacific Building, Fort Worth, Texas.

Subject: Officer Promotion.

1st Ind.

210.2 Promotion Officer.

CL

V41,A. C.

From:

To:

Original filed under No.



AFTCO-R
Sw:/ep/72795
22 Sept. 1943
2D-743 00

18e$993 4th Ind. AFIGO-R
wD Eq Army Air Forces, 11lashington, D. C. *4 SEP W46

To: Assistant Chief of Staff, 04, War Department General Staff, Washington,
D. C., Attention: Chief, Counter Intelligence Group.

Reference request for information contained in let indorsement. Atten-
tion is Invited to 3rd indersement.

For the Comnunding General, Army Air Forcess

ROY H, O0D&WI
Lt. Co Air C
Cesounr COrtelligence Division

Office of Assistant Chief of Air Staff,
2 eInclst Itelligence

n/0

EASIC: '2d ind. dtd 8 Sept. 43, to CG, CFTC, Ran9lh Fd, Tex., fr Chief,
CID, Office of ACy/AS, Intell. on basic ltr dtd 28 Aug 13, fr ASF,
Hq, Fifth SC, to Asst. Chief of Staff, 0-2, WD, ash.,DAr, subj:
"Rpcial Investigation by AAF." ; i

(2D-74300, file /18-5993) /

f4

%jN

16-20242-1 U. S. GOVERNMENT' PRINTING OFFICE



3rd Ind. 2-as
A KNTRhL INumo (T4G0maND, fRandolph Field, Texas, Office of the

Amistant Ohi $ of :afs A-2, 16 Septembar 1943.

TO: Assistant/ Chief of Air Staff, Intoligence, keadquarters 00t? Air
Forces, Wat Dtpartment, Washington, D. C.

1. Aeference is made to letter War Department, Headquarters
Any Air Forves, FA 291.2, 214 Jly 1943, Subjectz "Negro Troops".
Further reference is made to letter Any Air Forces ?raining Command,
22 July 194i, Subject: "Negro Troops," copy of which is inclosed for
ready reference,

2.1 Pursuant to above references, this Headquarters desired a
general rCial situation estimate at its stations and in the immedia te,
vicinity bf its stations in order to determine future policy.

, 3. Basic communication is i error where it states in paragraph
one that an immediate investigation had been ordered by this Headquartars,
Attached is copy of letter, this Headquarters, 6 August 1943, Subject:
"Racial Situation Report," wherein it was requested that a statement of
the racial situation at each station and in the immediate vicinity there-
of be submitted to this Headquarters,

4. It is the belief of this Headuarters blat each of the Comand-
ing Officers of its stations and his respective S-2 are cognizant of the
general situation in his community.

5, This Headquarters and its stations are fully cognizant of the
Delimitation Agreement between MID, ONI and FBI.

For the Asat Chief of Staff, &-a

W. D. MAGRSS
Lt Col, Air Corps
Fceo .C of SA42

2Io tr dd 22 Jul43
#21trdd 6 Aug43

O De
ftflrSWaqncn~
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A31/SY A!- IR OH'O{3 TRCN7-IING

FORT -,,CRTI, l2., TP XAS

24E/g
22 Jul 43

STBJiECT: Negro Treops

SCommanding General, Army Air forces Gulf Coast Trainig
Center, Randolph Field, Texas.

1. Attention is invited to letter, Headqurters, Army Air Forces,
14 July 1943, file AMAF 291.2, subject as above, copy of which is inclosod
for ready reference.

2. It Ls desired that iar'agra ph 2 of reference letter be strictly
complied with and that every effort be made to locate Pnd eradicate any
conditions vhich might ultimately- lead to racial disturbances.

By commend of "ajor General YOTT :

/a/ I. K. itedding
I. K. REDDING
1st Lieut. AGD

Assistant Adjutant General

1 Incl
OpyI tr Hq AAF,
14 July 1943.

C 0 N F IDES N T I A L
(I



C 0 N FIDENTIAL
C 0 P Y

HEADQUARTERS
ARMY AIR FORCES GULF COAST TRAINING CENTER

OF ICE OF THE COHlvANDING G GENERAL
RANDOLPH FIELD, TEXAS

2 B/bl

6 August 1943.

SUBJECT: Racial Situation Report.

TO Commanding Officer, All AAF Statsions and Detach-
ments, includingg College Trining Detachments, AAFGCTC

1. Because of recent riots of a racial cherafter, and
since disaffection among negro soldiers continues to consit-
tute an immediately serious problem, this Headquarters,
desires to have an up-to-date statement of the racial situa-
tion at your station or In the immediate vicihitjrof your
station. our Yntelligence Officer has heretofore been
informed relative to making proper reports concerning this
subject and method of transmittal of such reports and the
distribution of same.

2. It is directed that this H{4adquarters be furnished
through Intellimence channels a statement of rsaial situation,
this report tote forwarded directly to the Assistant Chief
of Staff, A-2, this Headquarters, to arrive not later than
15 August 1943. leagativte reports are, required.

By command of major General BRANT:

FRANK J. COLEMAN,
Colonel, G. S. C.,
Asst/Chief of Staff, A-2.

C 0 N F I D E N T I A L
I
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INDEX SHEET

Ae Gunners

FILE 291.2 Race. Negro

Date Sept 22, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Asst, Chief of Air St4f, Training

To: Commanding General, Armg Air Forces Training Command, Fort Otarth
Texas

SUBJECT: Technical Training Hates for Air Cores Znlisted Men
(Colored ) June 1943-August 1944

lat Ind

Original filed under No. 353 Negro Training *
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CqF IJ4HNTAL

4th Ind, 5Rerlw

Headquarters Anmy kir Forces Training command, rTiasan & Pacific
Duilding, 9ort Worth 2, Texas,

0: The Adutant General, veashington, Do C. (Thru: Cowanding
General, Army Air Porces).

1. The conclusions and recommendations of the attached
investigation are concurred in, excepting paragraph 26,

2. It is the opinion of this Headquarters that the
letter is not an attempt to incite racial feeling, but
rather the result of a frustrated desire to be acoopted by
the local citizens as an equal,

5. Whe report of the investigation is not as complete as
desired. However, in view of such probable results as refreshing
the idea in the minds of those colored troops of their disliked
location, encouraging the attitude to complain of allodged
racial discrimination, and the required time of personnel and
expense to the government, it is considered Inadvisable to
direct a supplemental investigation,

4. very effort is being made to give proper consideration
to colored troops within the Training Commad.

V

Rpt of Inv. (dupi)
(2 copies WD by AAFtC)

CONMBENEAL

a-5

tmvrl n-



1st Ind.

War Department, AGO, 16 August 1943

To: Commanding General, nrmy lir Forces Training Command, Fort Worth, Texas.

For investigation and report.

By order of the Jecretary of War:

S/ H. R. Hickman

Adjutant General

Headquarters, Amy Air Fores Training Commend, Port Worth,
Texas.

To: omanding General, s et al technical Training aMManM,
A55 lake A e St. Leats 8, Missouri.

for e apftag with let sa4oreoment.

BY COMMAND - 'Li§L YOUNT:

ALLEN 9 BLACK

-" 4Assistant Adiutrant Generai

AG 201.23 - 3rd 4M*. 45/12

uEAnqmisnRS, AAFOl, 455 lake Ave., St. Loii (5), ., 4 September 1943.

t Gonading Gneral, Texas sd ftcie Ralding, VtWorth (2), Tens.

1. The investigation directed by 1st Ind. precadng was made by
Colonel R. G. miller, IGD.

2. Report of Investigation, in quactzqiicat, is attached hereto.

For the Co Adg Iserral

Rpt o Inv. (quad) Met A&Y xn

vrvT'ulz iI>1 ACIlON

Q. i



WAR DEPARTMENT

THE: ADJUrANr GENERAL'S OFFICE'

4 29192
(16 Jul 43)0B-0

(S-16 Sept 43)
1VCEWASENGTON

9 September 1943

Subject: Alleged discrimination against Negro soldiers of the
85th Aviation Squadron, Sioux Falls Army Technical
School, Sious Falls, South Dakota.

To: Commanding General,
Army Air Forces Training Command,

Fort Worth, Texas.

1. Reference is made to 1st Indorsement, this office,
AG 291,2 (16 Jul 43)oB1-C, dated 16 August 1943, on the above
subject, which requested investigation and report.

2. Report is desired as to the status of this case,
The action directed therein will be expedited and papers returned
to this office with the least practicable delay.

By order of the Secretary of War:

'AA

Headquarters Army Air Forces Training Command, Texas and Pacific Bldg.,
Fort Worth, 2, Texas. 1 5 SEP 1943

TO: The Adjutent General, Washington, D. C., (Thru.: Comianding General,
Army Air Forces).

1. The correspondence referred. to in basic communication received
13 September 1943, atnd is forwarded under separate cover this date.

For the Commanding General:

CH FSTER R. KEO'
Captain, A.G D.

(t Aqitant Adjutant G

Q.2M. C. Fornx 356 (Old Form 493)
Approved December 1, 1922

ae 1o-2sass-I

IMMEDIATE ACTION

Ml 9E D I A A- * C T 10
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July 16, 1943

The occasion for me to write you or anybody about anything per-
taining to racial conditions has never before arisen. Because the situa-
tion has evolved into something ugly and vicious and because it is domestic
I find that my sanctity, as well as those who are my immediate buddies, can
be alleviated somewhat by your participation in bringing about a hoped for
change.

I am a Negro, born and raised in the God-blessed land of hew York
and Jersey. I say God-blessed because it is that and more. That part of
the country raised me and led me to believe that, even with its limit-
ations and stone-walls that a man of my race is apt to meet in his impreg-
nation of a democratic policy, I could live like a citizen. I was never
made to believe, nor did 1 think, that because I was a Negro that I was
something to be laughed at or scuffed, especially while wearing the uniform
of the United States Army. Nor, might I add, have I ever came in contact
with any form of administration as undemocratic as the Army Air Forces has
instituted on these grounds at Sioux Falls, south Dakota.

I am a member of the 85th Aviation Squadron stationed at this field.
We have lived here since September 29, 1942. At the time of our arrival
we were raw recruits fresh out of Fort Dix, New Jersey. We were more than
willing to learn the manuals of war in order to serve to the best of our
ability this country who we thought needed every single one to share in the
suppressing of those war-mongers on the other side. It took us but a few
weeks to find out that our life on this post and in this town was to be so
heart-breaking.

The "egro population of this town is so low that it really is no
help at all. There are about 350 Negro soldiers on this field. That is a
situation that anybody with good sense and a knowledge of sociology would
avoid. But they, those who have the power to do so, didn't.

Uur problem lies in recreation and discrimination. We are allowed
to frequent any of the movie houses in town. But we have just two places
where we can' eat. One is as large as a corner hamburg shop and is run
by a Negro woman who tries her damndest to make up for the hate that we
have for this city. The other place is a large bowling and shooting gal-
lery. It is run by a New, who, in the face of all the pressure brought on
by the southern soldiers and the few civilians who know us just through
tales, refuses to discriminate. We can drink injust one place. That is a
club, run by a Negro, that is as large as a good sized filing cabinet.
Whenever we invade the premises of the other taverns and restaurants we
are told in unmistakable Pnglish that our presence is not wanted.

COPY CI-OPY



9 EENMTIAL
That is a hard nut for you or anybody to crack. Especially when

those places are in most instances nothing better than slop-houses. Then
to bring on more injury, whenever someone lets those people know just what
they are they face a good night in the guard-house.

Suppose you went to a movie and sat down only to have those sur-
rounding you get up and move to a different part of the theatre. Could you
stay there and really enjoy the picture? That is exactly what happens too
often. It gives me an impression of the white man that is too vile to
print.

Then too, you can be walking the streets minding your own business
when some white, usually under the influence of liquor and having a yen
for some fun, will ridicule you in a manner that brings tears to your
eyes. Of course who, who are 350 strong have to remember that they are
thousands strong. But we also realize that we were drafted into this army
to help preserve a democracy. That's what I was told when I was a civilian.
Now I change it to Your Democracy. I found out that it doesn't really
include us. Can those people really sleep peacefully when they are instiga-
tors of the same thing that people are dying by the millions to preserve
for them?

Tell me. What do you think goes on in our heads when we experience
so much Nazism here? Andthat do you think we think when we keep our radios
oh all night listening to the returns of the riots? We all could be shot
according to military law. That's a good laugh.

On the post we find things a little different. About 40 of us did
get on a pistol range on day last month. After 10 months afhw get ac-
quainted with some guns. Part of us have been made truck drivers and they
are called (for technical reasons only) the 929th Quartermaster Platoon.
Their hardest job is to move the coal pile when it starts burning and to
haul sand and keep the coal boxes full.

Among my people there are many who want to get ahead. We read
about Negro commissioned officers but long ago our thoughts of ever rising
that high left us. For at least six months boys who have the necessary I. Q.
have tried to get transferred to O.C.S. No dice. A few have passed the
tests to attend radio school and clerical school but their talent is not
wanted.

I know that the situation is not the sane at every army post and
that is something to be thankful for. However, it still remains here. I
can truthfully say that we conduct ourselves as good soldiers. Maybe that
conduct has lowered in bearing during the past four months. That is be-
cause our morale is awfully low. You are a man with a lot of prestige. That
is why I wrote to you. If you do all you can to have us shipped out of here
or change the attitude of these people we will be more than grateful. It
might be your action that will save the terrible stink that seems inevitable.

Thank you so much.

09WIDENTAL



2nd Ind
H(ERS NORTHf'T 2 FRICAN AIR 0801, APO 650, U.S.Ary,51 September,1943

TO: ComeindingE Generl, Army Air Forces, 17sshington, D.C.

1. Since the arrival of the 99th Fighter Souadron this
theater, I h'ave prsonally insect-re ^ several
ti es. There has been no -'uestion of their ground discipline
End their general conduct. it has been excellent.

2. In processin, the- for combat action they -ere given
the benef it in our trcininf system of the superviston of in-
structors wiLth -uch co bet experience. They were processed
into coIbat action very carefully.

3. I as forwarding thi report with full confidence in
the fairness of thc analysis inde by both Gen. Cannon and Gen.
House. I feel th-t no squadron h'es been introduced into this
theater -ith a better background of training than had by the
99th Fighter Suadron.

CARL T5s 'TZ
Lieute nt Generel, USA
Conmaning

4 -4-



HEADQUARTERS XII AIR SUPPORT COMMAND
APO #766

16 September 1943

SUBJECT: Combat Efficiency of the 99th Fighter Squadron.

TO: Major General J. K.'Cannon, USA, Deputy Commander,
Northwest African Tactical Air Force, APO #509, U. S. Army.

1. On June 12th, 1943, I took command of the XII Air Support Command.
With one of the Groups assigned to the Command was the 99th Fighter Squadron,
which I visited quite frequently. Their Commanding Officer, Lt. Col. Davis,
particularly impressed me. On the day of the 99thes first encounter with
enemy aircraft, I happened to be on the airdrome and was very complimentary
and encouraging to the personnel I met. At that time one of the colored
correspondents asked me if I thought there should be a colored group, and I
answered to the effect that I saw no reason why there should not be such a
group in the near future. Since that day, I have compared the operating
efficiency of the 99th Fighter Squadron with that of a white fighter squadron
operating in the same group and with the same type of equipment. I quote
from a report by an officer who has been in the best position to observe
carefully the work of the 99th Squadron over its entire combat period:

"The ground discipline and ability to accomplish and execute orders
promptly are excellent. Air discipline has not been completely satisfactory.
The ability to work and fight as a team has not yet been acquired. Their
formation flying has been very satisfactory until jumped by enemy aircraft,
when the squadron seems to disintegrate. This has repeatedly been brought
to the attention of the Squadron, but attempts to correct this deficiency
so far have been unfruitful. On one particular occasion, a flight of twelve
JU 88's, with an escort of six ME 109ts, was observed to be bombing
Pantelleria. The 99th Squadron, instead of pressing home the attack against
the bombers, allowed themselves to become engaged with the 109's. The unit
has shown a lack of aggressive spirit that is necessary for a well-organized
fighter squadron. On numerous instances when assigned to dive bomb a specified
target in which the anti-aircraft fire was light and inaccurate, they chose
the secondary target which was undefended, On one occasion, they were assigned
a mission with one squadron of this Group to bomb a target in the toe of Italy;
the 99th turned back before reaching the target because of the weather, The
other squadron went on to the target and pressed home the attack. As later
substantiated, the weather was considered operational.

"Up to the present moment, the 99th Squadron averages approximately
28 sorties per man. Their operations since being pJaced on combat duty have
been considerably easier than past operations due to the nature of the tactical
situation. However, the Squadron Commander of the 99th requested during the
battle of Sicily to be removed from operations for a period of three days,



SUBJECT: Combat Efficiency of the 99th Fighter Squadron.

and longer if possible. The reason given was that his pilots were suffering
from pilot's fatigue. The Squadron's Surgeon submitted a medical report
stating that the pilots of the 99th should be removed from combat duty
because of the strenuous and rigorous conditions under which they had been
operating. In comparison, the pilots of this Group had an average of
approximately 70 sorties and had been in operations for nine continuous
months.

"Based on the performance of the 99th Fighter Squadron to date, it
is my opinion that they are not of the fighting caliber of any squadron in
this Group. They have failed to display the aggressiveness and desire
for combat that are necessary to a first-class fighting organization. It
may be expected that we will get less work and less operational time out
of the 99th Fighter Squadron than any squadron in this Group."

2. At the present time the 99th Squadron is not in the Naples area
because there is insufficient room on the P-40 field on which to place them.
It is our intention to bring them into the area as soon as space is available.
We also brought forward two Spitfire Groups less squadrons because of lack
of space.

3. Shortly before the Naples operation, a radiogram came to me stating
that Lt. Col. Davis had been selected to return to the United States to
command a colored group. Although with the knowledge that in turning the
command of the 99th Squadron over to the next ranking officer who would not
approach the standard of Davis, I relieved Davis for his new assignment.

4. On many discussions held with officers of all professions,
including medical, the consensus of opinion seems to be that the negro type
has not the proper reflexes to make a first-class fighter pilot. Also,
on rapid moves that must be a part of this Command, housing and messing
difficulties arise because the time has not yet arrived when the white and
colored soldiers will mess at the same table and sleep in the same barracks.
No details in this connection have been brought out because it is desired
that administrative features not be a part of this report.

5. I believe it would be much better to assign the 99th to the
Northwest African Coastal Air Force, equip it with P-39's and make the
present P-40ts available to this Command as replacements for the active
operations still to come in this theater.

6. It is recommended that if and when a colored group is formed in
the United States, it be retained for either the eastern or western defense
zone and a white fighter gitup be released for movement overseas,

EDWIN J. HOUSE
Major General, U. S. A.

Commanding

-,2



1st Ind. A/lee
HQRS NORTHWEST AFRICAN TACTICAL AIR FORCE, APO #509, U.S.Army, 18 September 1943.

TO: Commanding General, Northwest African Air Force, APO #650, U.S.Army,

1. The pilots of the 99th Fighter Squadron fall well below the standard
of pilots of other fighter squadrons of this Command in the following
categories:

A. They are not eager to engage in combat.

b. They lack aggressiveness.

,. They do not possess and seem unable to acquire the will to win
or to reach the objective.

. They do not possess the stamina or lasting qualities of the pilots
of other fighter squadrons.,

.* Although excellent pilots they seem unable to fight as a team
under pressure,

2. The pilots of the 99th Fighter Squadron have no outstanding
characteristics in which they excel in war the pilots of other squadrons of
this Command.

J. K. CANNON
Major General, U. ,S. Army

Deputy Commander

- 3-
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WAR DEPARTMENT
COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY AIR FORCES

DATE

EMORA.NDUM FOR:

H. H. ARNOLDI
General, U. S. A.

Commanding General, Ariny Air Forces
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N1:1 W-2032, 8th October 19413

As of this date the 99th averages about twenty eight
sort2es per pilot, Because of the tactical situation the
combat operations of the squadron have been considerably
easier than those of the past carried out by other squadrons.
Despite this, the squadron commander during the Sicilian

aign asked for a three day period of rest from combat,
more if possible, because his pilots were suffering

from pilot fatigue. This request was supported by a medical
report from the squadron surgeon who recommended that the
9)th pilots should be relieved from combat duty because of
the excessive strain under which they had been operating.
In contrast, pilots ;f other squadrons averaged approximately
seventy sorties each and has been on active combat duty for
nS-ne months.

CG 12th Air Support Cormmand states and opinion based
on the performance of the 99th that this squadron does not
possess the requisite fighting caliber present in his other
squadrons0 Further that the 99th has failed tc show the
agressive fighting spirit essential to a first class fighter
squadron, He antAcinates that diminishing operational time
and combat duty will be obtained from this squadron as com-
pared with other units.
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Signed Eisehower atte FGM,

According to incomplete reports reference your
8918g Septeber 29th the only Negro personnel in this

-7-ieuter thVat has been actively engaged in combt is 98th

SqunadIron ose p-rsonnel was well disciplined and pilot;

well trained. They do not however possess the necessary
stom.in are not Axbued with the desire to close with the

enemyv are not sufficiently aggressive In their efforts to

reach the objectivee and Tin the battle, and do not fight

cell a;s a team. The foregoing is substance of a letter

report submitted by CG WAAF to CG AAF on September 19th-

Other NWegro personnel comprises Service Units whose oinly
hazardous service was occasional air attacks0 on those

occasions Yehavior ns generally satisfactory" Efficiency

of Negro Officers is generally satisfactory but Negro

officers are stated by CG SOS to be inferior to hits

Officers o'? equal grade, training and experience. Above

is digest of opinions of subordinate commanders 0  Complete

report to :Tollow in which specific instances VAil be

given,
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INDEX SHEET

File: 291.2 Negro

Date 18 Sept. 1943

SYNOPSIS

Deputy Assibest Chief of Air Staff, Personnel.

Commanding Officer, Army Air Forces Weather Wing,
Asheville, North Carolina.

Subject: Officer Promotions.

Lti.

Original filed under No. - 210.2 Promotion - Commissioned Officers.

W-4112,A C.

From:

To:



INDEX SHEET

File: 291.2 Negro Officers.

Date 18 September 1943

SYNOPSIS

Deputy Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Personnel.

Commanding General, Army Air Forces Training Command,
Fort Worth, Texas.

Subject: Officer Promotion.

Ltr.

Original filed under No. 210.2 Promotion.

V-4112,A. C.

From:

To:



INDEX SHEET

291.2 Negro Officers.

Datel8 Sept. 1943

SYNOPSIS

Deputy Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Personnel.

Commanding General Fourth Air Force,
San Francisco, California.

180 New Montgomery St.M"

Subjectt Officer Promotion.

Ltr,

Original filed under No. 210.2 PromotiOn.

CL

FILE

From:

To:



INDEX SHEET

File: 291.2 Negro Officers.

Date 18 september 1943

SYNOPSIS

Deputy Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Personnel.

Commanding General, Air Service Command, Patterson Field,
Fairfield, Ohio,.

Subject: Officer Promotion.

Ltr.

Original filed under No. 210.2 Promotion.

From:

To:

V-4112, A. C.



HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

JOUT/NG AND RECORD SHEET

SEGRET
SUBJECT: Additional Negro Medium Bombardment Group.

To: Asst. C/AS Plans (Attn: Col. Loutzenheiser)

FROM: Asst. C/AS, OC&R, Programs Branch.

DATE 15 Sept. 1943

COMMENT NO._6

BEB/bab/4563

1. For your information.

2. Return of R & R is requested.

B E BRUGGE
C o el, Air Corps

TO: ACAS/OC&R (Programs Branch) Dat.et 7 SEP 1943
Comment #7
JLL:mhb 72445FROM: ACAS/Plans

1. Noted.

Brigadier GeneralUSA

Tr ) Central Files

From: Asst. C/AS, OC&R, Programs Branch

Date 18 September 1943

Comrei No. 8-
BIEB/bcb/k5-3

)

1. Action completed.

patcIied SEP 2031M3
/7

'~

3-1109 A.F.
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KRTERS FORCES TALLY

NO.
1,1OUT/NG AND RECORD SHEET FILE

NO.

Additional Negro Medium Bombardment Group.

1. AC/AS, Personnel (Attn: Col. McCormick) -)
2. AC/AS, Training

AC/AS, OC&R, Programs Branch.

DATE 7 Sept 1943

COMMENT NO._3

WfOH:gm 72809

1. Attention is invited to comments 1 and 2.

,-BYRON E. BRUGGE,
Colonel, Air Corps

Asst. Chief of Air Staff, Training. Date 11 Sept. 1943

FROM: Deputy Asst. Chief of Air Staff, Personnel Comment No. 4
JHMcC/erl/6162

Concur in comments one and two.

JO .I ORMICK
Colonel, G. S. C.
Deputy Asst. Chief of Air Staff, Personnel

ACAS/OC&R/Programs Branch

ACAS/Taining
13 Sept. 1943

5
HOMA/mcp/2308

Concur in comments one and two.

ROBERT W. HARPER
Brigadier General, U.S. Army,
Assistant Chief of Air Staff,

Training.

REGRETT

To: IN
TURLN

FROM:

TO:

TO:



'dAUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES TALLY

NO.

1YOUT/NG AND RECORD SHEET

Additional Negro Medium Bombardment Group.

TO: Asst. C/AS, OC&R,, Allocations Branch. DATE 3 Sept. 1943

FROM: Asst. C/AS, 001h, Programs Branch. COMMENT NO. 1
BEB/bcb/4563

1. It is planned to activate one (1) negro Medium Bombardment OTU squadron
at Selfridge Field, Michigan, on or about 15 December 1943. This squadron was
tp have been a B-26 squadron and a parent squadron for a negro Medium Bombardment

Group to be activated on 1 April 1944. Col. McCormick of Personnel, the AAF
representative on the Board for Negro Problems in the Army, has recommended that
this squadron and group be supplied with B-25's.

2. Your comments are requested. It is further requested that this
information be expedited in view of the fact that twin engine transition of negro
pilots who graduated on 30 August 1943 is scheduled to p t with' next few
days.

BYR 1 . RUGGE
Colonel, Air Corps.

TO: AC/AS, O&R, Allocations and Programs Division DATE 6 September 194S
Programs Branch

FROM: AC/AS, OC&R, Allocations and Program& Division COMMENT NO. 2
Allocations Branch CBS:rah 3131

1. One of the two (2) present B-26 factories is to cease producing
B-26 aircraft in April, 1944, and effort is now being made to convert the other
to some other type aircraft.

2. In view of the above and the distance in the future at which the
Negro Medium Bombardment Group is to be furnished combat equipment, it is
believed much more advisable to supply this Group with B-25's than with B-26's.

3. B-25 production is sufficient to furnish and maintain this Group
with B-25 aircraft. This would be done at the expense of reducing allocations
to the Training Command for use as advanced trainers.

R. H. KELM,
Colonel, Air Corps.

SEOR2ETDI UET
" PAE 1.- 3-1109 A.F.
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INDEX SHEET

File: 291.2 Negro Officers.

Date 16 September 1943

SYNOPSIS

Deputy Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Personnel..

Commanding General, First
Long Island, New ,York.

Subject:

Air Force, Mitchel Field,

Officer Promotion.

Ltr.

Original filed under No. 210.2 Promotion

y-411 2 , A.-C.

From:

To:



INDEX SHEET

FILE : 291.2 Air Corps. Enlisted Men (Colored)

DateSept 15, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Military Personnel

Commanding General, Air Forces E.T.C. & First Air Force,
Mitchel Field, N.Y.

SUBJECT: Technical Training Rates for Air Corps Enlisted Men
(Colored) June 1943 - August 1944

Ltr.

Original filed under No. 353 Training

To:

1~j



AFACT-4

3K/ec/TL989
15 Sept 43

Protect of Colored troops Basic ltr fr Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce

N

4th Wrapper Ind. AFACT-4

WD Hq Army Air Forces, Washington, D. G. 15 September 1943

To: Comanding General, Headquarters, Air Service Command, Patterson
Field, Fairfield, Ohio

1. Attached hereto are copies of two (2), letters, one to Senator
CheVas of New Mexico from the Chief of the Air Staff, and a copy of a
reply from this office to the oanaer of the Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce.
This correspondence is elt-explanatory.

2. It is desired that consideration be given to the removal of service
group training from Kirtland. Field at such time as a new training plan for
service groups is formulated.

By comand of General-ARGLDs
HQ. A A

ROBERT ,t HARPER
OFFICE SYMBOL 1AdaIs-d TI io tAFnC 3**orDon 6 tV

SIGNATURE OF
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER

INTERNAL OFFICE
COORDINATION Mr Jhb.K

16-29242-1 U S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE



3rd rapperr Ind . K?0P)1

SiQ I'atterson Field, Fairfield, Ohio

TO: 2otandting General, Army Air Forces, ashington, D. C).

1. Reference paragrh 1, basic communication, this Headquarters has
no record of assurance being given the Chamber of Commerce, Albuquerque,
New Mexico, that colored troops would not be stationed at Albuquerque. If
each arrangements have been made, it is not a matter of record in this Com-
mani.

2. At present there is sta tuuoned at the Albuquerque Air fDepot Training
Station, the 12th Service Group which has one (1) Qpartenrmster Truck Comnpany
(colored). The total number of enlisted men easigned to this Unit as of
16 Axgnust 194)I, is fur (4) officers and ninety-seven (97) enlist&. men/
It is contemplated that the 31st Parent servicee Group, which has one (1)



lst rapper Ind. JHF/mh

Office of the C.O., Air Depot Training Station, Albuqierque, N.M.
'7 August 1943.

TO: Commanding General, San Antonio Air Service Command, Kelly
Field, Texas.

J.H.F.

2nd Wrapper Ind. ASST

Eqs., San Antonio Air Service Conmand, Kelly Fld, Texas, 15 August 1945.

TO: The Commanding General, Air Service Comad., Patterson Field, Fair-
field., Ohio.

Forwarded as a matter of information.

For the Commanding General:

c" r~YTr~rt'K7T'.~~ rw~~ - 2
~m. ~

T. W. SCOTT,
Colonel, Air Corps,
Assistant to the
Commanding General.

y ,.Go L?



319 N. thn St., Albuonuerque, N.L.
John P. Murphy, Manager

August 6, 1943

Colonel John H. Fite
Air Depot Training Station
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Dear Colonel Fite:

I have the honor of transmitting to you a resolution passed by
the Board of Directors of the Albuouerque Chamber of Commerce in regular session,

this sixth day of August, 1943.

"Resolved, that the Chamber of Commerce of Albuouerque, New Mexico, is
of the opinion that certain matters with which Albuouernue may be confronted, should
be called to the attention of General Henry H. Arnold, Colonel John H, Fite, our
Congressional Delegation and other interested parties. The subject matter is

set forth as follows:

1. On February 9, 1942, there was a rumor that a contingent of colored

troops was to be transferred to the Albuquerque Air Base from Barksdale Field.
'Te strongly protected this, and finally received assurance from certain sources
in ".ashington that colored troops would not be sent to Albuouerque. However,
persistent rumors continue to circulate that colored troops are being considered
for location at Albuqueroue, and today we received rather definite information that
colored troops are being transferred from El Paso to Albuquerque and will be stationed
at the Air Depot Training Station. "Ie urgently request you to assist us in getting
word to the proper Army Officials that we sincerely feel it would be a terrible
mistake to try to take care of colored troops in Albuouerque.

2. The 1940 Census figures will show that Albuouerque has one of the
smallest percentages of engro population, of any city in the nation. Consequently,

<we do not have any negro accommodations in our theatres, recreation centers,

-"churches or schools. If colored troops are ;oved in, it stands to reason that

some of their families will follow, and that means finding homes and apartments

for them. On the face of iL, that seems an impossibility.

3. A peculiar situation exists in Albuouerque, that we believe might
prove detrimental to harmony, and that is our Indians, who are not familiar with
the color line that would be bound to flare up in our city, due to the predominantly

number of Texans and Oklahomans who make up Albuquerque's population. It occurs to
us that the Army Officers would prefer to know of these situations so as to avoid

running unnecessary chances of race riots. And even if riots coula be avoided by

heavy policing and extraordinary restrictions, it would not tend to build up the
morale of the colored troops. Surely, there are places that these colored soldiersI could be stationed, where they could enjoy their surroundings and have the



happiness they are entitlec to. Definitely the aIrmy woul be Qoing art Inj UCce
to the colored troops if they ,:Lationt&6 them in muq uerque.

And be it further lesolvea, That tne iianaager Lc, ana he is ereby,
authorizea to heve proper copies of this minute sent to the parties so designated.

tRespectfully submitted,

ALBU U IU" Cj HBiO OF COM C

JP :rneb John F. Murphy, Manager



Bsc Ltr fr Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce, dtd 6 August 194t3.

Q artermaster Truck Company (colored), will be ordered into Albuquerque
in the near future.

3. In this connection, attention is invited to the fact that no
objection was interposed by your Headquarters to request submitted
by Headquarters Air Service Command, for the movement of the 31st Parent
Service Group from Biggs Field, E Paso, Texas, to Albuquerque Air Depot
Training Station, Albuquerque, New Mexico. In most cases service groups
contain either one (1) or two (2) Qartermaster Truck Companies which
are manned with colored personnel.

4, It is requested that the proper reply to basic comunication
be made by your Headquarters and a copy of the reply be forwarded this
Headquarters for information.

For the Commanding General:

BE. L.9ADIER
Brigadier General, U. S. A.

Incl: Ltr fr Albuquerque Mief, Personnel and Training Division
Chamber of Cozneroe,
dtd 6 August 1943.



HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

ROUTING ANp RECORD SHEET

SUBJECT: Colored B-26 Bombardment Group M

ACAS, Operations,
Bombardment

ACAS, Plans.

Commitments and Requirements
Branch

DATE 1 1 SEP 1943
COMMENT NO. 3

JLL/jn/72445

This office concurs in the statements and beliefs outlined in Comment
No. 2 above.

General, U.S.A.

Asst/CAS, Training

Asat/CAS, OCR, Requirements Division, Bombardment Branch

1. The information requested in Comment #1 and supplies
noted.

2. This office has not received the Memorandum from Al
copy attached, and has taken no action to activate the Medi
at Selfridge.

1 Incl. n/c

0 & P Sec. Colonel, A

DATE: 13 Sept 194

COMMENT No. 4

Lt. OGffie1d/v7716Dt8

d in Comment #3 is

CT o AFRER,
m OTU Squadron

WAWEKL,
ir Corps.

jit

4J :f.

3-1109 A.F.

To:

FROM:

1 Incl.
n/c

'TO:

FROM:
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

UTING AND RECORD SHEET

F0 lWFIDHEN11 ,1TR I
Colored 3-26 Bombardment Group (K)

ACAS, OCR, Bomard!ent ranch TERU:
ACAS, OCR, Programs ranchh ATten: Kajor Barton

ACAS, Training

DATE3 Sept 1943

COMMENT NO. 1

AFACT-h JYC/beb 71578

1. Reference is made to memorandum from this office to ACAS, OCR,
Requirements Division, subject "Colored Pilot Training", dated 27 August 1943,
copy of which is attached. It will be noted that a colored B-26 group is to
be activated 1 April 1944 in order to meet the nroqran for employment of
colored B-26 piloUs and crews to begin operational training 1 July 19Wp.

2. According to the Army Air Forces Program of 12 August 19)j3, only
four pore B-26 groups are to be committed, ;he last of which to be available
for cormmitment 1 Aoril 1944. In this connection a request for inactivation
of one of the five B-26 groups now activated is being made by separate RLR. 3,7

3. In view of the above, it is requested that this office be notified
at ihe earliest possible date as to how the colored B-26 group to be activated
1 April 194 is to fit into the 273 Groun Program. It is further requested
that the number to be used by the colored 3-26 group upon its activation be
furnished this office.

1 Incl.
As described
above.

P' OBkRT U1._F ARPT,
jfrigadier General, U.S.A.,
ACAS, Training.

FROM: Asst, C/AS, OC&R, Programs Branch.

Comment No. 2
BEB/bob/4563

1. The medium bombardment group to be manned by colored personnel will be
a B-26group and will be in addition to the present 273-group program. It is
believed that certain changes in the reconnaissance program will enable this
group to be activated within the total 273 groups now authorized for the Army
Air Forces. This group will have a new number not used up to this time by any
other group and will be the 477th Medium Bombardment Group.

B E RUGGE
Incl - -Coo , Air Corps

n/o

eUB JECT:

To:

From:



A T (mas)

vfinTFUY TF7: Asst C/AS, OCR (ReauirenTs Division)

Subject: Colored Pilot Training

1. it is recormiended that 'she following procedures be used n the i-

plementation of 'he Colored iro 'rnr for F i;hters and medium 3obrament:

a. Immediately assign he 332nd Fi 'h er rorJ the -,enty-four (2. )

pilots now at uskegee. No additIonal pilots to be assigned to 'h 0332nd

Ground unibil an PTU Fig:hter uadron is activitedo

b. Activate one (1) Fighter RTU Snuadron at Selfridge 2ield, Yich-

non ovenber 1i, 19li3.
I a

c, To oro11e aircraft mechanics needed in the Fi:hter TT SCundron

mechanics will be transferred from the personnel of he Advnced Flring

Training School, Tuskegee, not to exceed fifty (GO).

d. itssign the craduntes of the 3D August Class at Tuskegee to B-26

transition school, Lodge City, K-qnsas, to radu'te December 10)3 and be

assigned irrimedi- tely thereafter to the TFedium OTU Souadron.

e. Assign the gradu tes of the 3 October Class at Tuskegee to T3-26

transition school, Dodge City, Kansas, to graduate 11 January loL and be

assigned immedi tely thereafter ,o the I'edium OTIT Squadron.

Activ-te 194Diseber-1?)93 Medium TH Squaidron t elfridge

Field, Michigan.

g. 403rd Fichter 3'nadren, now at Selfridge Field, 1ichigan, to

remain there to supervise thb OTU training of the 332nd Grou) and the for-

nation of th Fi hter RTU Squadron until such tine as the Ti7U Scuadron be-

comes self-sumorting,.

uO - 1 - L



k ustContinuedo

as Trnsfr s pevisry arsnnel from the Thrird Air Yorce to the

First Air Force for use in the 1.'edium OTU.

-ioActivate a Miediu~m Bomb uratp of four (4) soundron son 1 Aoril

19 41 for which 'he Yedium OTU squadron, areviously activ -ted, ileta

joSteps will be taken to immedi-,tely set1 up technical courses

fCor those specialisIs needed for the Lediun Borbardteent ?rog-ram. Personnel

will be p-rov ,ided for -I-rn- nees at such tireP as arrmangements can Ibe tma-de to

begin such courses.

2,, A directive ha.s already befzen iss-ued to t1he '-;raining Command to traI~n

1311'Twin Engine st!anda-rd pilots and 67 bombardier naqvigators by 1 July 19114,

thereafter to maintain an attrition rate orf1l1 pilotS and 11 horbbardier navi-

gators 'er month. Thsnroguram is i4n additi on to the FgtrPro--ram which

orovi des 'or an attrition rate 'of 19 D~ilo'-s per nonth from the Tra" ning- Com-

The following officers attended this conference:

Coloel .Hongomey (AAPT

Lt. Cl. E Hodgon (FACT

NajorR. H Clake (FPPP

Nao W .Batn (ARG

CatiC.O cau AAT

Lt ol . .Lage(/AT

-2--



HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

SUBJECT:R
Revised Colored Air Corps Trained Personnel Requirements

AC/AS, Training DATE13 September 194

AC/AS, Personnel COMMENT NO. 1
PGM/Psf/72395
AFPMP-ll

1. Attached are revised requirements for Colored Air Corps Personnel.

New factors included in this revision are:
a. Activation of one (1) RTU Squadron (Fighter) in November 1943.

b. Activation of one (1) OTU Squadron (Medium Bomber) in December 1943.

c. Attrition on the 332 Fighter Group was compute on a conine al
basis until January 1944, and upon active theater basis fro gj1bruary19
through December 1944. Active theater attrition was comput gx2 VW-99
Squadron for all months.

d. Activation of one (1) Medium Bomb Group in Jun 1944. The
requirements for an entire Medium Group are reflected althop&aireds unde
stood that a portion of the supervisory and staff personnel will be white
officers and men. One hundred per cent requirements are s wdi % SE#
activation month. It is understood that 3-26 transitionin -o-f- Plote -eanot
be completed prior to September and therefore 0-Day will be e1F ntil
September. Thus, to allow for three months manning, the a tp we e t
for June 1944, although at the time this study was begun t activation dte
planned by Programs Branch, OC&R, was not available. (A L

e. Computation of attrition on the Medium Bomb Gao,*cntiaeconti mental
basis until November 1944 and upon an active theater basis 1in December194.

f. Service pilots' requirements were included wi -1-Engine-2il ts
causing an increment of six pilots in June 1944. Service iY tisre req red
for the Service Group to be activated.

g. Shortage figures reflected are as of 30 June - adare en
from the Form l87 Continental Report. Shortages in colore share
not available to this office. Through error the June requ so
included which should be ignored. School outputs since 30 June 14 will
reduce requirements shown. Such school outputs were not available to this

2. Representatives of this Division are available for further explanation,
of the method by which requireme were determined and will confer with
representatives of AC/AS, Trainin desirable.

Co01 el, G. S. C.
Chi f, Requirements & Resources Branch

3-110 APAGE

TALLY
NO.

F I LE
NO.

To:

FROM:

+



ii t~ ~44±*±~~I ~ 4±4±44± 44±4±-,? ~ 4M%,.#r

C' ~

'ins;
LIU VI

''aettyIM ,tn

J#6T 94

Skt

I9WS

1944

a tooiti5

1'9

a iftiw

I . t

V

44

'~~~>

0
0

0

0

0

h

C
0
0
S
0
0

35
I
I

Ii
~1

145
A
A
A

4- 1 tj

ratm Pasoan RIO' -t"I*w" (AIR dn" MOM)

3



(J4R E

nuso rs(AIR COn'sooWon) ti :RaDIO MHEO

LniX 10D. 40

nInoz
I

'I

$S~fAM /1943

aam

4

0
0
0

SE. Zt
,0
4,

to
I
A

40
I
4
Ki.
'I
4
4
$

Pnpard 'by:,
MiUtsry Porson*A1XDtwtiox

41



tZMID WPZRSQ ML W,1JZ $ (axrn'RS C001W) 4zz;nro onwRAOu
TAhuS*0- A4

AMITIeS

Am

4b

ci
B
0
0
ci
0
I
0
0
0
0
0

RI
0
0
Si
0
'0

20

wUM wnn

0
0

0
0

V

?nepan4 by; bequiransts & lwu P reach
4 Xtttsq ~rs~nS Stt4*w

The

J L'-

%

6 SXPTUMM 1943



nquz #(AekOsflm O p) L;

5 a4$S aa Wa

IN

SNOSWM 6/30/43
WE, 1943

.1944

Prqpared by:

TwNfl

#14

iequiremnts & Resources Zreach
"A a eraLA&4 Ik



VW PSMUM M~nMOUMS(AIR OSCIW

ToW X04 9 w

0

o)
0

10

Prepared by:t
Military Personnel Divisilon

V

AIzL

I*

4

4
~0

S
so

0
0
4

*0
0

84

~0
0

JF
1'



twin naRsoMMUrUnUM (AR COnPs cOwa) fzrt1RDIOXZROEA@/01

6/30/43

jam,

am=
My,

sacWS! 14

0T. e6M

0
0
10
0

0
0
0

~0
C

iti
~1
<0

I
0

0
0

Prepsret 'by:

Ii
C ye
2k

Leqareaets & REeeuren trneh
EfItarmy ?.rsezal Diiss

c-r--.

1943

IMUn ALUTAIm



TRAINED PERSONAL REQUIREMENTS (AIR C(RPS COLORED)

1943 '-I -
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TRAINED PERSONNEL REQUIREMENT (AI CORPS COLORED)

6 SEPTEMBER1943
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TRAINED PERSONNEL RQUIRMENTS (AIR CORPS COLORED)
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

ROUTING AND
~Li

SUBJECT:
Disturbances among Negro Troops

DATE 7 Sep 1943Asst c/AS, Training

Asst C/AS, OCR, (Requirements Division) E/L COMMENT NO. L

Capt.R.A.Fisher/hm/6670

Attached letter forwarded for action as deemed necessary.

1 Incl:
Ltr frm Hqs AAFSAT dtdj-:
4 Sep 1943 subj as abv

MERVIN E4 GROSS
Colonel, Air Corpd
Chief, equiremenls a sion 4,

~a f

CON~OENT jp, I,,
PAGE _ ......

TO:

FROM:

I -
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HEAD2iUARTERS
ARM1Y AIR FORCES SCHOOL OF APPLIED TACTICS

Orlando, Florida CEF/ /eh-M

4 September 1943.

SUBJiCT: Disturbances among Negro Troops.

TO: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, haashington, D.C., Attention:
Chief of Air Staff, OC & R, Requirements Division, Attention:
Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Training.

1. In compliance with paragraph 4, letter, your Headquarters, file
291.2, dated 20 August 1943, it is reported that training of Colored troops
at AAFSAT is being carried out as follows:

a. Periodic drills and inspections are scheduled for Units that
have completed basic training.

b. Units that have received untrained replacements, are conduct-
ing basic training along with their regularly scheduled work assignments.

c. Of the four Aviation Squadrons that require basic training,
two have been relieved from other duties and are pursuing the basic train-
ing program prescribed by The Commanding General, Army Air Forces. At the
completion of this training, these units will take over all duties now
performed by the other two units, which will then complete the same train-
ing program.

2. Specially elected officers have been placed in command of the
units receiving basic training.

For the Commandant:

.,col AGO
A, A ,4, .Gen.

CON FIDENTIAL

- 1 -
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INDEX SHEET

spatz(0)

FILE * 291.2 Negro

1-1-T-U nold (0)

Datesept. 10, '43

SYNOPSIS

General H. H. Arnold U. S. Army, Commanding General,
Army Air Forces.

Lt. General Carl Spaatz, Commanding General, Northwest
African Air Force, C/o PE, New York, N. Y.

SUBJECT: Pilots

Ltr.

Original filed under No. 211. Pilots

AMS

From:

To:



TCCAP-0 1st Ind.

HEADQ UARS, I TROOP CARRIER COMMAND, Stout Field, Indianapolis, Ind-
iana,' September 1943.

TO: Comifanding General, Army Air Forces, 7ashington, D. C.
(Attention: Chief, Special Service Division Office, Assistant
Chief of Air Staff, Personnel.)

1. Due to the small number of negro troops on Troop Carrier Command

,bases, they have been readily absorbed, and there is no discrimination
shown in the use of facilities for amusements between the colored and
white troops.

2. It is therefore deemed inadvisable at this time for the I Troop
Carrier Command to utilize the services of negro Special Service officers.

For the Commanding Officer:

Major, L./G. D.,
Acting A4-tant General

CENTRAL FILES

Date:

ForwarCed br
AC/AS, For nno:

AFAAP---------------

AFFCP C

AFPS

PLANS 8 V N

AIR CHAPi 80:



CONETALtESS REPLY TO

3F THE AIR CORPS
WAR DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTON, D. Ca

WAR DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTON 26 Augiust 1943

SUBJECT: Use of Negro(Officers inI Special Service Activities.

Commanding General, Headquarters Troop Carrier Command,
Stout Field, Indianapolis, Indiana.

1. Attention is directed to attached copy of War Department let-
ter, AG 291.2 (12 Aug 43) OB-C, dated 21 August 1943, subject as above.

2. Special service program planning should include provision of
comparable facilities and activities for Negro personnel in proportion
to their numbers and needs. Obviously preferential treatment, which
might result in criticism from either white or colored personnel, will
be avoided in administration of special service activities.

3. This headquarters will take necessary steps to provide trained
Negro special service officers in response to requisitions from your
command.

By command of General ARNOLD:

1 Incl.
AG 291.2 (12 Aug 43) OB-C,
21 Aug 43, sub. as above.

OBERT C. J AES
olonel, r Cor s
hief, S.ecia service Division
office, A Chief of Air Staff,
Personnel

uGONROENTAL

TO:

SE

BUY
UNITED
STATES

SAVINGS
BONDS

ANDSWIPS

7- 00 lt
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o 0NFIDENTIAL
-5AR DEPARTENT

The Adjutant General's office EAR:mce
WKashington

AG 291.2 (12 Aug 43)OB-C 21 August 1943

SUBJECT: Use of Negro Officers in Special Service Activities.

TO: Commanding General,

Army Air Forces.

1. Recent inspections and surveys conducted at various
camps and stations where Negro troops are located show that, in
general, little or no consideration has been given to utilizing
Negro officers in connection with special service activities.
It has been reported that some of the gradiiates of the School for
Special Service are not being assigned to those duties as contem-
plated.

2. Qualified Negro officers on full or part time basis could
be of great assistance in connection with athletics, entertainments,
social events and in other activities arranged for Negro personnel,
and to keep the commanding officer appraised of the pulse, temper,
and morale of the Negro troops. It is obvious that only qualified
and suitable officers should be assigned to these duties.

3. The assignment of stagg officers and assistants is, in
general, a function of command; and there is no intention by the
War Department to interfere with this prerogative. It is, however,
a responsibility of command to employ the personnel available to
bring about the highest possible degree of efficiency, contentment,
and morale.

4. Commanders of all echelons of command will give this
matter appropriate consideration.

By order of the Secretary of War:

/s/ H. R. Hickman

Adjutant General.

C
0
P
Y

CNFIDENMTIAL
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AA'TO 1st Ind.2

1 SEP 1943
Headquarters, Army Air Forces Training Commands, Fort Yorth, 2, Texas.

TO: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington, D. C.

1. Contents noted.

2. The Special Service program of this Command has been conducted
in such a manner as to provide an equal opportunity for all, and no com-
plaints have been received at this Headquarters.

3. In the future attention will continue to be directed to the policy
outlined in basic communication and inclosure.

4. At the present time this Command has five colored. Special Service
Officers on duty as such at Tu.skegee Army Air Field. If any additional
colored Soecial Service Officers are required, requisitions will be sub-
mitted to your Headquarters.

FOR THE COMMAND0UkC GENLERAL

1 Incl.
n/c

L. K. REP IN G
1st Lieut., A.G,D

- . ..Assistant Adjutant Grine
CENTFA FILES

Dat e :'5O X,

A orvC/ r&AS
AC/AS, he~ -a

AFAAF-

AFF2P -

PLANS A LI 3N

-2-
AIR CHA?LAIN:-

0moUwAu oUuI n A ar-h- ---



> REPLY TO

CHE AIR CORPS
A DEPARTMENT

ASHINGTON, D. C;

uuNFIWEfTAL

WAR DEPARTMENT

WASHINGTON 26 Au:;ust 1943

SUBJECT: Use of Negro Officers in Special Service Activities

TO: Commanding General, Headquarters AAF Training Conmand,
Fort Worth (2), Texas

1. Attention is directed to attached copy of WVar Department
letter, AG 291.2 (12 Aiug 43) 03-C, dated 21 August 1943, subject as
above.

2. Special service program planning should include provision of
comparable facilities and activities for Negro personnel in proportion
to their numbers and needs. Obviously preferential treatment, which
might result in criticism from either white or colored personnel, will
be avoided in administration of special service activities.

3. This headquarters will take necessary steps to provide
trained Negro special service officers in response to requisitions from
your command.

By cormand of General ARNOLL

1 Incl.
AG 291.2 (12 Aug 43) OB-C,
21 Aug 43, sub. as above

.

ROBERT C. JOUIES
Colonel, Air rps
Chief, Spec S vice Division
Office, Asst ef of Air Staff,
Personnel

,D EFENSEJID 
" BUY

UNITED
STATES
SAVINGS
BONDS

ANDSTAMPS

COMME"TIAL



HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET
80 80 TllR

TALLY
NO.

F ILE
NO.

SUBJECT: Allotment of enlisted Personnel. Coorej

TO: Assistant Chief of Air Staff,
Operations, Commitments and Requirements,

XME=X Allocations and Programs Division

FROM: Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Personnel,
Military Personnel Division

L
DATE 24 August 1943

COMMENT NO. 1

VRNH:jpc 71379 AFPMP-2

1. Forwarded as a matter pertaining to your office.

2. It is recommended that this request be disapproved in view of the
recent substantial reduction in the quota of white enlisted men now authorized
the Army Air Forces from Reception Centers while the monthly quota of colored
enlisted men has been established at 8,5.

.ETZEL 17
Co1 Ael, G. S. Ce

1 Attach Chie ', Military Persxmael Division
Ltr fr Hq, ASC, to CG, AAF,
dtd 3 August 1943

Assistant Chief of Air Staff,
Military Personnel Division

Personnel,

FROT": Assistant Chief of Air Staff, OC&R, Programs Branch

Attached is a copy of the action taken.

BYRON E. BRUGGC 1-
Colonel, Air CornSIncl-

Copy of
Itr mentioned
above and lst
Ind.

DATTI* 2c Au l943

Comment No. 2
JSL mbT 728F14

TFAL FILES

r a b-r

AFC?----

FAuS-------

PAGE

I

TO: .

IA

GOUT

-3--11-09 A.F.



ATRPG
JSL:mls

SUBJiEC: Allotment of Enlisted Personnel, Colored, Ext, 72814

1st Ind,

W. D. q., Armny Air Forces, Washing ton, D. C. 28 August 1943. To:
Cormand Lng OGezral, Air Service Command, Patterson Field, Fairfield,

Disapproved in view of the recent substantial reduction in
the intake quota of white enlisted men and an increase in the intake
quota of colored enlisted men, The Army Air Forces is schedited to
reeIve a given percentage of colored enlisted men which have been
included in the Army Air Foroes Progrm in specific units. It is
necessary that these units be manned by colored personnel.

By command of General ARNOLD:

3 A

9 waramma
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CONFIDENTIAL
\.-AR DEPATRT12PT TT

N 1 'D2QUART LS O1 TH AR Y AIR FORCES

AAF 291.2 1INTTON, D. C. (AFACT)

27 August 19),13

SUDJE7, CT: Disturbances a ong 1egro troops.

TO: Commanding Generals,
All Air I'orces,
All independent Irrmy Air Forces commands.

C ommandant,
Army- Air Forces School of Applied Tactics.

Comiondinr Olficers,
All exempnbed Arry \ir Forces stations.

(In continental Unitel States).

Confidential letter, this headquarters, above. file, subject, and
address, 20 Iugust 1943, is rescinded. ll copies tereof will be
removed from the files eud destroyed. '

By command of c:neral UROLD:

CC. 7ILUIR,
Colonel . L13.D

Air 'Ajut -nt General.

OISTRIBUT TI:
AS indicated nlus
all Hq. offices.

CONFrID"E N T IA L



EADQUAR1ERS A )

ROUTING XND RECORD SHEET

Negro Troops

Aviation Petroleum Branch, M&)

FROM: ACASMM&D, Supply and Services Division

DATE 22 Ju

COMMENT NO.-

DBS-1/CEJ dk

ly 1943

1
.2105

1. Attention is invited to inclosed copy of R&R dated 13 July 1943,
above subject, and inclosure thereto. It is requested that necessary action
be taken to'comply therewith.

1 Incl. E. P. ROSE,
R&R dtd 7/13/43 to
MM&D fm Air Adj. Gen,
w/cy ltr AAF 291.2.

Colonel, A. C.

7 /1
U7 //

//- /
V

3*110.9 A.F.

AECT:

STo:

'j)

t7l

kGE'--



MAPMEDIATE ACTION

A IDENTIAL TwAR DEPARTMIE NT
Office of The Chief of Staff

',ash4.ngton

1MORANiDUM FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY AIR FORCES,
COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY GROUND FORCES*,
COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY SERVICE FORCES:

Subject: Negro Troops.

1. Disaffection among negro soldiers continues to constitute an
imrodiatelv serious problem. In recent weeks there have been riots of
a racial character at Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi; Camp Stewart, Georgia;
March Field,.California; Fort Bliss, Texas; Camp Breckinridge, Kentucky;
and at San Luis Obispo,,California. At other stations there are indica-
tions of unrest which may erupt.

2. All of the reported disturbances follow a fairly definite
pattern, Unrest and disaffection begin with real or fancied incidents
of discrimination and segregation. No positive action is taken to over-
come the causes of irritation or unrest. Gossip or rumor of a nature
designed to excite the men circulates among the'units and a minor in-
cident brings on a general outbreak.

3. A study of detailed reports of many such canes indicates that
there is general evidence of failure on the part of commanders of some
echelons to appreciate thd seriousness of the problem and their inherent
responsibility. Also apparent is the lack of appreciation of the urgent
necessity of continuous and vigorous action to prevent incidents of dis-
crimination and the spread of inflammatory gossip and to take positive
preventive measures to spike an impending outblrek. In some instances
officers have not exercised that close supervision which is necessary
to keep them aware of the pulse or temper of their unit,

4. Unde'r no circumstancos can there be a command attitude which
makes allowances for the improper conduct of either white or negro soldiers,
among themselves or towards each other. Improper conduct cannot be justi-
fied on the basis of relative average intelligence. Discipline is not a
matter of intelligence. Breaches of discipline must be handled firmly,
legally, and without compromising any standards of conduct, and this is
true vbether thu problems deal exclusively with white troops, with nogro
troops, or with both, Adequate facilities and accommodations will be pro-
vided negro troops, vith the understanding, however, that there can be no
discrimination in favor of negro troops which compromise disciplinary
standards.

CONFIDENTIAL

IMMEDMIATE 7AC,-TION



CONFIDENTIAL

5. Maintenance of discipline among soldiers and good order between
soldiers and the civilian population is a definite command responsibility.
Mutinous conduct will be dealt with as such and violations of the prin4i-
ples of military discipline will not be countenanced in any element ef the
Army. Prompt and effective disciplinary measures must be taken to punish
those guilty of such dereliction. Failure on the part of any commander to
concern himself personnally and vigorously with this problem will be Pon-
sidered as evidence of lack of capacity and cause for reclassification and
removal from assignment,

6, These instructions will be transmitted to the proper elements of
your command and the necessary supervision established to insure a rigid
compliance therewith.

jChief of Staff

SUBJECT: Negro Troops,
SPX 291.2 (13 Jul 43)OB.S-F 1st Ind, EB/med 2B 939

War Department, ASF., A.G., 13 July 19439 To: Commanding Generals,
First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth Service
Commands; The Military District of Washington; All Ports of Embarkation;
and Chiefs of All Technical Services, A.S.F.

1. For compliance,

2, It is desired that you distribute this communication to the
commanders of all Army Service Forces elements within the geographical
limits of your command who exercise command of a post, camp, station or
other installation,

31 It is further desired that each recipient acknowledge receipt
of this communication indicating the time and date of receipt by indorser
ment heropn.

By command of Lieutenant General SOMERVELL:



HEADQUARTERS ARM I1 URES TALLY
NO.

* ROU TING AND RECORD SHEET FILE
NO.

SUBJECT:

. Negro Troops.

TO: Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Training. D A TE 13 July 1943.

FROM: Air Adjutant General. COMMENT NO. I
EAP1128

In connection with the attached confidential letter AAF 291.2, 13 July 1943,
the Deputy Chief of Air Staff desires that officers from your office sent out
into the field on official visits closely observe the extent to which post
commanders are complying with the letter and spirit of the instructions of the
Chief of Staff, and submit full report of any infractions thereof.

FRED C. MILNER
Colonel, A. G. D.

Air Adjutant General.

Copy of ltr.
AAF 291.2, 13 July 1943.

Da0 R--a y-
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CCOPN-VIDWIAL

V 2 91.2 (AD)

13 July 1943
StTTJ'CTs ressro troops.

Conmending Generals,
All Air Forces,
All independent Armky Air Forces commands

Commandant,
Army Air Forces School of Anlied Tactics

Commanding Officers,
All exempted Army Air Porces stations.

1. The following extract from Memorandum on the above subject, from
kleneral George 0, Marshall, Chief of Staff, is repeated for your information
and gnidncei

'l. Disaffection among negro soldiers continues to constitute an
immediately serious problem. In recent weeks there have been riots of a
racial character at Camp Van Dorn, Mssiselppit Camp Stewnrt, Georgia; March
Field, Californial Fort iss, Tens; Camp Brektaridge, Xentnek4; and at
San Lit Obispo, California., At other stations there Pre indication of
unrest which may erapt,

2. All of the reported disturbances follow a frirly definite
pattern. Unrest and disoffection begin with real or fancied incidents of
discrimination and segregation, No positive action is taken to overcome the
cause of irritation or unrest, Gossip or rumor of a nature designed to
excite the men circulates among the unite and a minor incident brings on a
general outbreak.

3, A study of detailed reports of many such cases indicates that
there is general evidence of failure on the part of commanders of some
echelons to appreciate the seriousness of the problem and their inherent
reenonsibility. Also apparent is the lack of appreciation of the urgent
necessity of continuous and vigorous action to prevent incidents of discrim-
ination and the spread of inflammatory gosaip and to take positive preventive
measures to spike an impending outbreak. In some instances officers have not
exercised that close supervision which is necessary to keep thou aware of the
pulse or temper of their unit.

4. Under no circumstances can there be a command attitude which
makes allowances for the improper conduct of tther white or negro soldiers,

CON W)NTIAL



00 NFIDdtfTIAL

pmong themselves or towards each other. Improper conduct cannot be justified
on the basis of relative average intelligence. Discipline is not a matter of
intelligence. Breacbes of discipline must be handled firmly, legally, and
without compromising any standards of conduct, and this is true whether the
problems deal exclusively with white troops, with negro troops, or with both.
'cdeoate fncilitier and nccommodations will be provided nehro troops,with the
unrstnnding, however, that there can be no discrimination in favor of negro
troops which compromise disciplinary standards.

5. Maintenance of discipline anong soldiers and good order between
soldiers and the civilian copulation is a definite command responsibility.
i-utinous conduct will be dealt with as such and violations of the principles

of military discipline will not be countenanced in any element of the Army.
Prompt and effective disciplinary measures must be taken to nanish those
guilty of such derelictions. Failure on the part of any commander to concern
himself personally and. vigorously with this problem will be considered as
evidence of lack of capacity and cause for reclassification and removal from
ssigniment."k

2o These instructions will be transmitted to the proper elements of your
command and the necessary supervision established to insure a rigid compliance
therewith.

By command of General ARNOL:

PRD C. MILNTR
Colonel, A.G. ,

Air Adjutant General.

DISTRIBUTIMTR
As indicated plus all
assistant chiefs of Air Staff
and chiefs of -all special staff offices.

CONFIDWTIAL

OWNVIS



INDEX SHEET

FILE : m Negro GHQ., Negro Troops

C; 9/a , . DateAug 27, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Asst Chief of Air Staff, Training, Technical Training Division

TheAir Adjutant General

SUBJECT: Training of Sub Standard Individuals and Units

&R

Original filed under No. 322 Operational Training Unit

To:



CO A"'NFID ENT IAL
TAR DEPART: LIET

lBSJDQUATZTLTS O7 TH ARIY If ?ORCES

AAP 291.2 T
4iSIPT , D. C. (.FACT)

27 \ugust 1943

SU3JEhCT: Disturbances among Negro troops.

TO: Comm-anding Generals,
All Air ?orces
All indopendenb trmy Air Forces comands.

Commandant,
Arm Air Forces School of Appli-d Tactics.

Corntn:nding Officers,
All exeimrted trmy ir Forces stations.

(In continental United States).

Confidential letbor, this headquarters, above file, subject, and
address, 20 Yugust 1913, is rescinded. All copies thereof rill be
removed from the files aid destroyed.

By command of lSeneral R"OLD:

1.T-D3C . IL

Colonel, A. G. D.
Air .Ijut nt General.

01ISFRIBUJTION:
As indicted plus
all Hq. offices.

0



HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES
TALLY

NO.
ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET FILE

NO.

SUBJECT 'Technical Training Rates for r a Ls listed Lhen (Cocrc
due 941- AUuut 19Jk

sst, chief of kir 8taff, Personnel, attn: military
Personnel Division.
Asst. ,hief of Air staff , Training,
t echnical Training Division.

DATE 27 Iug 1943

COMMENT NO.L

AF\,T-3/3/PCH-pyh 71028

1. Inviting attention to directive of this date, same subject, to the
OG, AAF Training Command, copy attached hereto a- enclosure # 1.

ROBEIT .7 HARPER,
,3rigadiLer General, U,. Army,

SIncl:
Cy. directive to GO, AUTJC.

~( ~V' ~66~

~k (

9Ax
CjHN]YAL FILES3

JIlat E 69 Z

F ov'wax'ded by

AAU------- ----

C A)JAAu>

3-1109 A.F.

TO:

IFR OM:

k4OMWI""

S=1 L= '--" u U L=

i IN

6

PAGE-- - -



I
r

A'

27 August 1943.

SUBJmr s 2toa l Tini4 RAnhes for 4r orps tAiWated Leno (olored),
Jane1943- Auust1944.

TO% ComondiX n Ganwal

A TraiingOand
FOr t NehTeX"s

1. eteow o uand*e o#ort lAtthr, StsHeadquartenr,
3 Awebtu 194), *s aesbject. The Axry Air Alres progret to utU±ie

coored peroral as been tdiied. In the uar ftuo, you will re
civ e ravised rquirem a for trained teludeal ad adiniatrative

peronnel o- this eatcgorT. The orew reai 'nto Iil call for medium
antsrdont (fn26) pernonnel coznidaably in Mdvaonce of the satfe as

indiated An the directive Of 3 iast 1943, tis of th icnew reuirew
entv ar btSig computed in thus eadquartems at he prenmst Vae and
will be forward to you at the earliest practeable date.

2. Awdin reipt of the revised raruismnts, it is desired
that you taketCkO at cOnce to graduate the total um ar of trained
teludal d adrstntv prsowel an called for in he dirotive

of3 nwgiet t94, in *sordanoe with the followiag sbeduleas

13Of Present total requirments
in Oech npecialty. 1 $ibbruary 1944

orfPreenttotalroquirmts
to each peasalR y. 15 March 1944

1/) of Prant total requirement
in neh htpOidty. 1% April 1944

Jy eemand of Gemneal AR19=0

RODERT W A s .
lig Adier General,

Ants. AUst of ir Staft,

/M
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HEADQUARTERS

ARMY AIR FORCES BASIC-ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL
UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY

OFFICE OF THE COMMANDANT

In Reply Refer To: Stewart Field, West Point, N. Y.

25 August 1943

SUBJE CT: Distrubances among iegro Troops.

TO: Commanding General, Hdo. Army Air Forces, 7ashington 25, D.C.
Attention: Assistant Cnief of Air Staff, Training.

1. Referring to your'directivy, AAF 291.2, (AFACT) 20 August 1943,
Headquarters, Army Air Forces, the unit at this station has had a basic
training course comprising all the basic subjects. At the present time,
these troops are having orientation lectures, physical training and
marksmanship.

2. An additional troop school is to be instituted in the early
Fall, which will be comprised largely of special programs, of which
the prime objective will be to intensify and emphasize their discip-
linary training, thus complying with basic directive.

Colonel, Air Corps,
Commandant.

COl": gil
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INDEX SHEET

FILE z. N A d~

z )MF
- -up (Colored)

Date Atng 2. 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: AsstChilef of Air Staff. 'Training

To: Comadin~g fteral. Air orees. Iatern M Dsxa. Comma*4ad is
Air Force, Mitchel JI&t eNw York

Original filed under No. 21 1As p A
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24 August 1943

SUBJECT: Request for Designation of Colored Personnel
Included in Monthly Growth ofAir Trans rt
Command Manning Tables Prepared as of 20 August,

TO : Commanding General,
Air Transport Command,
Washington, D. C.

1. The Air TrNspcct Connan prepared and submitted to
this office ah Tables dated 20 August, 1943 showing the
"on hand" strength and the monthly increments from September,
1943 to August 1945. These tables show total strengths without
breaking them down between white and colored.

2, At the present time the only colored enlisted per-
sonnel assigned to Air Transport Command according to our records
is in the 999th QM Platoon Transportation Air Base at Morrison
Field, West Palm Beach, Florida, with an authorized T/0 enlisted
strength of sixty (60).

3. The Statistical Report (Fenr 128) as of 31 July, 1943
indicated that there were 99 colored enlisted men in the 999th
QM Platoon Transportation Air Base as compared with the author-
ized strength of sixty (60).

4. Using the total colored enlisted "on hand" strength
of 99 as that portion to be colored of the total enlisted "on
hand" strength indicated in the Manning Tables, it is requested
that this office te informed as to those portions of the monthly
increments in each of the Manning Tables for the period March 1944
to December 1944, inclusive, which might be colored.

5. It would be of assistance to this office to know if any
proposed utilization of additional colored personnel by the Air
Transport Command in the period of March 1944 to December 1944

OFFICE SYMBOL 1 A PRP G 2 3 4 5 6

SIGNATURE OF
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER

INTERNAL OFFICE r b 3 flam_



Subject; Request for Desionation of Colored Personnel Included

in monthly Growth of Air Transport Command inning

Tables Preparod as of 20 August, 1943.

would be in types of work such as Guard Squadrons, Aviation

Squadrons, QM Platoons Transportation Air Base, Medical Detach-

ments, etc. so that it can be separated by type of service.

By command of General AROLD:

SCgueo

JOmm B".000142
003one,,A-G..D.,

A : ^ 3 Pttt Gene rn l

u1K3 PM

16-29242-1 U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 1942



INDEX SHEET

FILE: 291.2 Colored. Troops
072IC/

Date August 24, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Reouirements & Resources Branch

To: Enlisted Branch (Attention Major Jones)

SUBJECT: Technical School Training for Colored Troops of the Army
Air Fcr ces

R&R

Original filed under No. 353 Training

.4l Z12, A. .



INDEX SHEET

FILE ". 291.2 Race ~)$LVo

Date Aug I1, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: TheAdjutant General's Office, Washington, D. C.

To: Commanding General, Army Air Forces

SUBJECT: Use of 14egro Officers in Special Service Activities

Ltr.

Original filed under No. 211 Officers

0
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21 August 1943.

MXEMORANDUtM FO;R Y$AR DEPART £NT GENERAL STAFF, 0-3.

Subject: Listurbances Among Negro Troops.

1. Attention is invited to bnifidential AAF 291,2, this Head-
quarters, 20 August 1943, subject: "Disturbances Among Negro Troops",
copy of which is attached hereto as Inclosure No. 1.

2. This action is in response to EvGCT 291.21 (12 Jul 43),
yeur office, 9 August 1943, same subject, the original and duplicate of
which are attached hereto as Inelosure No, 2.

br the Commanding General, Arpy Air Forcess

ROBERT7. !A.RPER,
Brigadier General, U. S. Army,
Ast. (hef of Air Staff,
Training,

2 Inclosures: As mentioned above,

1U-19242 L U 5 OVERNMLNT PRINTING OFFICL
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WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAFF
ORGAMIATION AND TRAINING DIVISION G-4

0 WASYINGTON

NDGOT 291*21 (13 Jul 43)

9 August 1948.

MMORA4DUM IOR TRE COMANDING GSNkALS, ARMY ATR FORC8s
ARMY GROUND ?ORCESs
ARMY SeRVICE FORCka

Subjects Disturbances Among Negro Troops.

1. Experience during the past several months clearly
indicates the nsessity tot extended training programs with in-
creased emphasis upon discipline for those units which, either
because of a preponderance of low-grade personnel, unusual mental
attitude, or other reasons, do not progress satisfactorily within
the time allotted under regular training programs.

2. It is desired that extended Mobilisation Training
Programs be prepared and instituted for such units and for this
type of personnel in Replacement Training Conters Their length
abould be up to six months and they should be identified by an
"A", for example, MTP 10llA4* It will also be necessary to
designate formally those units training under these extended
programs in order that they may not be committed before receiving
sufficient training

3. It is further desired, especially during this period
of base training, that disciplinary training be intensified and
emphasized.

4. Officers to train these unit. most be carefully
chosen, more so than for ordinary training assignments. Only
competent officers who are known to possess the proper mental
attitude with known ability to enforce military discipline among
these groups will be assigned. N4o officer who, by mental attitude,
intelligence, training, or environment, is prone to condone in-
heres* weaknesses of these troop., will be utilized during their
baic training. After a unit In this category has demonstrated
its quality, a gradual substitution of offers whose background
is similar to the troops ay be effected.

By order of the Seoretatfy of Wars

RAY &. ?ORTiR,
Brigadier General,

Assistant Chief of' $taff, 0-5,

#r~~a4 t t
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AG 322 1st Ind* 53/18

Det Hq Army Air Forces Training Command, Knollwood Field, N.C., 21 August
1943.

To: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington 25, D. C.

This communication was initiated and is forwarded pursuant to
request made by the Assistant Chief of Staff for Training, Headquarters
Army Air Forces, to the Deputy Chief of Staff of the Army Air Forces
Training Command.

For the Comanding General:

/ olonel, GSC
Deputy Chief of Staff
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HEADQUARTERS
ARMY AIR FORCES EASTERN TECHNICAL TRAINING COMIAAND

Greensboro, North Carolina

17 August 1943

SUBJECT: Training and Housing of Negro Troops at BTC #9, Miami Beach,
Florida.

TO: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington, D. C. (THRU:
Commanding General, Army Air Forces Training Command, Knollwcal
Field, North Carolina

1. During a visit to the Fifth District incident to its absorption
by the Eastern Technical Training Command, I was informed by the Commanding
General of the Fifth District that a quota of negro troops had been sched-
uled for training at BTC #9 in the immediate future. The Commanding General
of the Fifth District further informed me that the custom at Miami Beach
has been to require all negroes employed in any capacity on the beach, as
house servants or otherwise, to leave the beach before dark each night. He
further informed me that rumors of the impending movement of negro troops
had reached the citizens of Miami Beach and that feelings were expressed
by certain citizens that troubles might easily develop there on account
of the previous custom.

2. The Commanding General of that District also invited my attent-
ion to the fact that all housing is in hotels, chiefly of the luxury type,
and in small apartments taken over by the Army for the purpose. Control
of personnel in these hotels and in the small apartments is more difficult
than in stations built for the purpose.

3. All facilities are available at Miami Beach to house, mess and
conduct the training of the negroes, and directives of higher authority
will be promptly and efficiently carried out, but I feel that it is to the
interests of the Army Air Forces training program and the war effort as a
whole to avoid the possibility of unfavorable reaction by the citizens of
Miami Beach. Therefoe, I strongly recommend that instead of sending them
to Miami Beach they be sent to one of the other Basic Training Centers of
the Eastern Technical Training Command.

JACOB E. FICKEL,
Major General., U. S. Army,

Commanding.

CONTAL



gamETIAL
23 August 1943

1. For the record:-- In view of the situation as pre-
sented in basic letter, and directive of the Commanding General,
Army Air Forces, the Training Command has been directed to
transfer the training of this personnel to Greensboro, North
Carolina, Basic Training Center.

L. 0. RY
C01 el
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THE FOLLOWING PAGES
ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY



'I

INDEX SHEET

Assastant AIr A$tant #&nev4

To: -The Adjutant General, Washington, D. 0,

C Negro Military Personnel Stationed at scoda AraAir Field, 0seoda, Michigan

ginal filed under No. 3X3.5 Investigation (Negroes)
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NO FmI I DENTNLS
WRAR DEPARTMTIAT

HEADQUARfTRS OFITED AMYI AIR FORCES
WVASHINSTTON 5 D. c.

AAF 291.2 (AFACT)
20 August 1943

SUBJ7CT: Disturbances among Negro troops.

TO: Commanding Generals,
All Air Forces,
All independent _'rmy Air Forces commands.

Commandant,
Army Air Forces School of Applied Tactics.

Commanding Officers,
All exempted Irmy _ir Forces stations.

(In continental United States).

1. a. Attention is directed to letter, AF 291.2, this headquarters,
subject: "Negro troops," lb July 1943. Because of a preponderance of low
grade personnel, unusual mentUl a-titudes of personnel, and. for other reasons,
certain units of tho armed forces have not progressed satisfactorily. For
units of this type, nocossity cleai'ly indicates a need for extended training
programs with special emphasis upon discipline. It is therefore directed that
appropriate commanders'of the Army ir Forces take action as follows:

b. Extended unit tr3aning programs ill be prepared and established A
for such units immediately. Units to receive extended training will be formal
designated as such. In designating these units reference will be made to the
special training program employed and to the time required therefore, in order
to Prevent their commitment before they are properly prepared. As a major part
of these special programs, disciplinary training will be intensified and empha-
sized.

c. At basic training centers, individuals who do not display the

proper attitudes toward military discipline during the regular basic training
period will not be made available for assignment to units until they are
sufficiently trained in this respect.

2. Officers selected to train these special units will be carefully
chosen, more so than for ordinary training assignments. Only competent offices
who are known to possess the proper mental attitude and who are known to have
ability to enforce military discipline among groups of this type will be
assigned. No officer who by mental attitude, intelligence, training or enviroi
ment is prone to condone inherent weaknesses in these troops sill be utilized
during their basic or special unit training. After a unit in this category ha.

demonstrated the proper state of discipline a gradual substitution of officers
whose background is similar to that of the troops may be effected.

-1-
C4-208, AF
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3. As the subject implies, this communication is prompted by disturbance.
among Negro troops. It is 'not intended to infer that the cause for trouble
rests entirely with the Negro troops. The provisions of this dIirective will b<
applied forcefully and relentlessly and without compromise of disciplinary
standards but at the same time justly and legally based upon the real source o
the trouble, and without discrimination against either whites or Negroos.

b. Every commanding officer concerned will take-personal cognizance of
the situation within his ovn command. Commanders to whom this directive is
addressed will report to this headquarters, (attention: Assistent Chief of
Air Staff, Training) the action which they have taken to carry out the instruc
ions contained herein.

By command of General ARNOLD:

Cii''\, ~
FRED C. MILM-TSR,

Colonel, A. G. D.,
Air Adjutant General.

DISTRIBUTION:
As indicated plus
all Hq. offices.

-2-
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES TALLY
NO.

ROUTING ND RECORD SHEET FILE

SECRETT Io.
SUBJECT gqt

igh er Control Squadron with Negro Enlisted Personnel

DATE 18 August 1943
(Air Defense Branch)

FROM: AC/AS, OC&R, Theatre Branch COMMENT NO..4
JWB:mk 3753

1. OPD, WDGS, has been informally queried as to requirements for
Fighter Control Squadrons manned by type personnel referred to in Comment
Number 1. Reply indicated that such a unit should be employed with type
units such as the 99th Fighter Squadron.

2. A cable concurred in by OPD, WDGS, was forwarded by this office to
the North African Theatre Commander, requesting that he indicate whether the
332nd Fighter Group was desired for employment in his theatre. Upon receipt
of a suitable reply a Fighter Control Squadron composed of white officers and
colored enlisted personnel will be offered for assignment to the theatre.

3, Your office will be kept informed as to cable reply and OPD action.

4o
Corps

R4 67
4 5 iP~29

~/j "

3-1109

TO:

(g2

PAGE- A.F



HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR, FORCES

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

Fighter Control Squadron with Negro Enlisted Personnel

AC/AS, OC&R, Allocations & Programs Div., Programs Branch

FR OM: AC/AS, OC&R, Theater Branch

program.

DATE 6 August 1943

COMMENT NO.-

SAM:jmt 5009

For your comment on the feasibility of putting this in the

TC: Asst. C/AS, UC&R, Theater Brench

O'RO: !, sst. O/AS, OC&R, rograis Branch.

o.L4A&

J. W. BAYLOR,
Colonel, Air Corps.

Date 9 Augwust '43

Comment Ho.
BEB/b ab /4563

1. This Branch/recommended to the %ir Defense Branch of
00 k that a Fighter Control Squadron to be composed as indicated
in comment No. 1 be activated. It is believed that R1equiremaents
should indicate the most feasible place to activate this unit
and also its ultimate destination,

2. Upon receipt of this information from the Air Defense
Branch this unit will be activated to take the place of a
Fighter Control squadronn already in the Prog-gR.

PAGE

OBJECT:

To:

3-1109 A.F.

U T
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES TALLY

NO.
ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

BECT: Fighter Control Squadron with Negro Enlisted PersonnelNo

TO: Asst C/AS, 00R (Theater Franch) DATE Aug 194-0

FROM: Asgt C/AS, OCR (Air Defense Branch) COMMENT NO. 1
4zf-Capt Cavanagh/edn/72676

1. The AAF Technical School &ad-Tomah, Wisconsin recently graduated a quantity
of negro enlisted personnel under the specialist rating of Radio Mechanic CTS
(SSN-759). The Radio Mechanic ONS is trained in the operation of VBF Fighter Contril
ground equipment and is employed in AAF Fighter Squadrons and Fighter Control
Squadrons.

2. There are at present 4 Fighter Squadrons composed exclusively of negro
personnel but these units have on hand all authorized communications personnel and,
therefore, have no requirements for additional negro Radio Mechanics ONS. To
utilize these personnel as other than Radio Mechaic ONS would almost invariably
result in a downward reclassification and would, therefore, be in violation of cur.-
rent War Department policy. Since reclassification is not desirable and no require-.
ment exists in the colored Fighter Squadrons, these negro personnel can only be
used in a Fighter Control Squadron.

3. Since facilities do not exist for the training of colored controllers,
communications officers and other officer specialists composing a Fighter Control
Squadron, it is considered impracticable to attempt to organize a Fighter Control
Squadron composed entirely of negro personnel. It is believed that the most suit-
able solution would be to organize a Fighter Control Squadron with white officers
and negro enlisted personnel and to ship this Squadron to a theater where colored
personnel can be effectively employed.

4. It is recommended, therefore, that a Fighter Control Squadron to be composer
of white officers and negro enlisted personnel be activated at a suitable location
within the continental United States. This Squadron should be authorized approxi-
mately &q months in which to reach full strength, complete unit training and prepare
for overseas shipment.

5. It is understood that the present shortage of personnetwill not permit
the activation of any units unless such units have already been committed for
overseas shipment.

6. It is requested, therefore, that a foreign commitment for the Fighter
Control Squadron described above be obtained from the War Department and that this
Squadron be scheduled for shipment approximately 6& months after date of activation.

7. Request this Branch be informed when foreign commitment is obtained in
order that necessary action may be taken to arrange activation, organization and
training prior to overseas movement.

Colonel, Air Corps

PAGE I 3-1109 A.F.



HEADQUARTERS ARMY A lR FORCES TALLY
NO.

R /T/NG A ND RECORD SHEET FI LE
NO.

SUBJECT: Dis rbances Among Negro Troops.

TO: $Air djutant General

FROM: Ast Chief of Air Staff, Training

DATE 17 August 1943

COMMENT NO. 1
AFACT-3/B/PC p

Ext. 71028

1. It is requested that a letter similar to the attached draft be
published to Commanders of all Air Forces and Air Force Commands.

2. Attention invited to correspondence attached hereto as
Inclosure #2.

3. Request this office be advised of the action taken.

2 Incle
Incl 1 - Draft of above subject.
Incl 2 - Memo dtd 8/9/43, same subject.

Concurrence:

AFOCR

AFMD

AFAJA

/

ROBERT W. HARPER
, Brigadier General, U.

Ia hAkthuRGE,;

CEle

EXE CUT IVE

Al 3CFRVi-r LO

~ILANPk

isTCAL

IN SP~C1 ION

I NTELLIG L -uICE

LEGAL

MATERIEL

MEDICAL

MILITARY PERS

OPERATIONS

TRAINING
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AAF 291.2 (AFACT)

20 August 1943

Subject: Disturbances among Negro troops

To : #2

l.a.Attention is directed to letter, AAF 291.2, this headquarters,
subject: "Negro troops," 14 July 1943. Because of a preponderance of
low grade personnel, unusual mental attitudes of personnel, and for other
reasons, certain units of the armed forces have not progressed satisfactorily.
For units of this type, necessity clearly indicates a need for extended
training programs with special emphasis upon discipline. It is therefore
directed that appropriate commanders of the Army Air Forces take action
as follows:

b. Extended unit train nproras llbe prepared and
established for such units immedty. Units to redeive extended
training will be formally designated as such. In designating these units
reference will be made to the special training program employed and to
the time required therefor, in order to prevent their commitment before
they are properly prepared. As a major part of these special programs,
disciplinary training will be intensified and emphasized.

b. At basic training centers, individuals who do not display
the proper attitudes toward military discipline during the regular basic
training period will not be made available for assignment to units until
they are sufficiently trained in this respect.

2. Officers eelected to train these special units will be carefully
chosen, more so than for ordinary training assignments. Only competent
officers who are known to possess the proper mental attitude and who
are known to have ability to enforce military discipline among groups of
this type will be assigned. No officer who by mental attitude, intelligence,
training or environment is prone to condone inherent weaknesses in these
troops will be utilized during their basic or special unit training.
After a unit in this category has demonstrated the proper state of
discipline a gradual substitution of officers whose background is similar
to that of the troops may be effected.

3. As the subject implies, this communication is prompted by
disturbances among Negro troops. It is not intended to infer that the
cause for trouble rests entirely with the Negro troops. The provisions of
this directive will be applied forcefully and relentlessly and without
compromise of disciplinary standards but at the same time justly and legally
based upon the real source of the trouble, and without discrimination again t
either whites or Negroes.



4. Every commanding officer concerned will take personal cognizance
of the situation within his o-wn command. Commanders to whom this directive
is addressed will report to this headquarters, (attention: Assistant
Chief of Air Staff, Training) the action which they have taken to carry
out the instructions contained herein.

By command of (4E&Ak ARNOLD:

Distribution:
as indicated plus
all Hq. offices



%I , "EN"TIAL
DRAFT

IRAR DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES

WASHINGTON, D. C.

16 August 1943

SUBJECT: Disturbances AImong Negro /roops.

TO: Commanding Generals,
All Air Forces,
All independent Army Air Forces commands.

Commandant,
Army Air Forces School of Applied Tactics.

Commanding Officers,
All exempted Army Air Forces stations.

(In continental United States).

1. Attention is directed to F .2, nnhad master Z
40;pabattsubject: "Negro Troops. Aecuse of a preponderance of
low grade personnel, unusual mental attitudes of personnel, and for
other reasons, certain units of theArmed forces have not progressed
satisfactorily. For units of this type, necessity clearly is indi-
cated for extended training rograms which lace special emphasis
upon discipline* 4 c reA

appropriate c9mmande s of the Army Air Forces

a. Extended unit training programs will be prepared and
established for such units immediately. Units to receive extended
training will be formally designated as such. In designating these
units reference will be made to the special training program em-/s
ployed and to the time required therefor, in order to prevent M-
mitment ed-th-t before they are properly prepared. As a
major part of these special programs, disciplinary training will be
intensified and emphasized.

b. At basic training centers, individuals who do not dis-
play the proper attitudes toward military discipline during the
regular basic training period* will not be made available for assign-
mentV to units until they are sufficiently trained in this aegen 9',

Inol #1

WOs' lrNTIAL



CONF DETIAL

? tx Officers selected to train these special units will be care-
fully chosen, more e fVu1Ly-ohoae-n than for ordinary training assign-
ments. Only competent officers who are known to possess the proper
mental attitude/ and who are kn toka ability to enforce mili-
tary discipline among beee grouI's vi 4le assigned. No officerX
who by mental attitude, intelligence, 'training or environment is
prone to condone inherent weaknesses or these troopskwill be utilized
during their basic or special unit training. After a unit in this
category has demonstrated the proper state of disciplined a gradual
substitution of officers whose background is similar to the troopsyma-y
be effected. ai' /

I, J%
,#) As the subject implies, this communication is prom ted by ,

disturbances among negro troops. It is notintended to Kat
the causeJ for trouble restSentirely withnegro troops. o n
of this directive will be applied forcefully and relentlessly with-
out compromise of disciplinary standardsy(h tT"& they AilQ-
01944i4 justly and legally based upon the real source o A rouble,
and without discrimination against either whites or egroes.

-1 J'( Every commanding officer concerned will take personal cog-
nizance of the situation within his own command. Commanders(2f=aWl

__Airiorces,_Ai roreonansteShe1e-Apedaeie nd
Wxemthd-i-rt-exe- *tal-United--States)

will report hom%-"udet to this headqu rters,,
ttention: Assistant Chief of Air Staff Training 2 r , < /A>-

~A

,~L <

ii



09NFDENTIALCOPY

WAR DEPARTMENT
WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAFF

ORGANIZATION AND TRAINING DIVISION G-3
WASHINGTON

WDGCT 291.21 (12 Jul 43)

9 August 1943.

MEMORANDUM FOR THE COMMIADING GENERALS, ARMY AIR FORCES:
ARMY GROUND FORCES:
ARMY SERVICE FORCES:

Subject: Disturbances Among Negro Troops.

10 Experience during the past several months clearly
indicates the necessity for extended training programs with in-
creased emphasis upon discipline for those units which, either
because of a preponderance of low-grade personnel, unusual mental
attitude, or other reasons, do not progress satisfactorily within
the time allotted under regular training programs.

2o It is desired that extended Mobilization Training
Programs be prepared and instituted for such units and for this
type of personnel in Replacement Training Centers. Their length
should be up to six months and they should be identified by an
"A"l, for example, IVITP 10-1-A. It will also be necessary to
designate formally those units training under these extended
programs in order that they may not be committed before receiving
sufficient training.

3. It is further desired, especially during this period
of basic training, that disciplinary training be intensified and
emphasized.

4. Officers to train these units must be carefully
chosen, more so than for ordinary training assignments. Only
competent officers who are known to possess the proper mental
attitude with known ability to enforce military discipline among
these groups will be assigned. No officer who, by mental attitude,
intelligence, training, or environment, is prone to condone in-
herent weaknesses of these troops, will be utilized during their
basic training* After a unit in this category has demonstrated
its quality, a gradual substitution of officers whose background
is similar to the troops may be effected.

By order of the Secretary of War:

RAY E. PORTER,
Brigadier General,

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3.

4'2J



INDEX SHEET

J~A)CO P,40

.DaleAjag 11

SYNOPSIS

Office of Air Engineer

Comanding 0Cfiicers

SUBJECT: Training Notes for Otficers Assigned to Du~ty -with~

Negro Troops*

mlemo *

Original filed under No.
321 Rngineert

FILE :

From:

To:

10113
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Date August 7,1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Asst Chief of Air Staff, Training

To: Commanding General, Army Air Forces Training Command
Texas and Pacific Building, Fort Worth Texis

SUBJECT: Tr-ined Personnel Reruirements (Colored)

Ltr.

Original filed under No. %a" Requirements

V-4112, A. C.

INDEX SHEET

I-xm
FILE

mq,4qoqr-wARM=,,



INDEX SHEET

FILE: 291.2 Negro

Date Aug. 3, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: Asst. Chief of ir Staff,
Division.

As.-t. ChieC of~ iAr Staff,

SUBJECT:

Training, Technical Training

Intelligence,

Trained Personnel Requirements
(Air Corps, Colored).

R&R

320.2 Requirement Personnel

Til

V-1/1 12 , A.C

To:

Original filed under No.



?"Ii It

031

INDEX SHEET

Bleanor Ikfosevelt

201 Lt. Col rtoy 1. Corson

201 Capt Joseph A. Lloyd

(o)

(0)

19)43

SYNOPSIS

The Air Insoector

Coma. Gen., Third Air Force, Tamupa, Florida

SUBJECT: ilitary Investigation of CompanyB
Base Security Dattalion.

1 4~

126'h 4Xir

4th Ind.

dzef 8/ -g

Original filed under No. 333 -5 Investigation

FILE

From:

To:

Tlilitary :112<

PATENTED le

Ddte



INDEX SHEET

FILE : me Re

Date Anar3,14

SYNOPSIS

From: Ast Chie~f ofAir Staff$ Traainn

To: Comandlug Giatl,First Air Force,, MltcJe1 WIPldo Nov York
TMWS 0maizdlug Gefral, 3astorn D~fomu, Oomod mFirst Army

#evvemors tliahdw low York

SUWJICTz Ovrma, Coidtuet of Colored 0, T, Units

Original filed under No.

to from


