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THRU: Colonel Wetzel

SUBJECT: Shortages of Colored Personnel

R&R

Original filed under No.

s e S SR G DR Rl

320,.2 Shortage of Personnel

FILE £iL0heped-Rorsonns
o
DateJuly 31, 1943
SYNOPSIS
From: Renuirements & Resources Branch, Military Personne_l Division
To: Znlisted Branch, Military Personnel Division
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IMMEDIATE ACTION
CONFIDENTIAL 8

CONFIDENTIAL WAR DEPARTMENT
Office of The Chiel of Otufll 4
Wazhington , : R

I HORADUM FOL THE COMMANDING GENERAL, ALIY ATR FORCES,
noo. COMMANUING GEIEsAL, ARMY GROUND FORCES,
COMMANDING GEMERAL, ARMY SERVICE FORCES:

Subject: Negro Troops.

1, Disaffection among negro soldicrs continues to constitute an
immedintely serious problem, In recent wecks there have been riots of
a racial character at Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi; Camp Stewart, Goorgiag
March field, California; Fort Bliss, Texas; Camp Breckinridge, Kentuckys
and at San Luls Obispo, California. At other stations there are indica-
tions of unrest which may erupt,

2., All of the reported disturbances follow a falrly definite
pattern, Unrest and disaffection begin with real or fancied incidents
of discrimination and segregation, DNo positive action is taken to over-
come the causes of irritation or unrest. Gossip or rumor of a nature
designed to excite the men circulates among the units and a minor in-
cident brings on a general outbrealk,

N

o

3. A study of detailed reports of many such cases indicates that
there i1s general evidence of failurc on the part of commarders of some S
echelons to appreciate the seriousness of the problem and their inherent ’
responslbility., Also apparent is the lack of appreciation of the urgent
necessity of continuous and vigorous action to prevent inclidents of dig=-
crimination and the epread of inflammatory gossip and to take positive
preventive measures to spike an impending outbreak, In some instances
officers have not exerciscd that closc supervision which is necessary
- to keep them aware of the pulee or temper of their unit,

4. Under no ¢ircumstances can there be a command atbitude which
makes allovances for the improper conduct of elther white or nugrorsoldiers,
among themselves or towards each other, Improper conduct cannot be justi-
fied on the basis of relative average intelligence, Discipline is not'a
matter of intelligence. Breaches of discipline must be handlcd firmly,
legally, and without compromising any standards of conduct, and this is
truc whether the problems deal cxzclusively with white troops, with negro
troops, or with both, Adequate facilitics and accommodations will be pro=
vided negro troops, with the, understanding, however, that therc can be no
discrimination in favor of negro troeps which compromisc disciplinary

standards. ‘ EM

&
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CONFIDENTTAL

5. lHMaintenance of discipline among soldiers and gcod order between
soldiers and the civilian population is a definite command responsibility,
Hutinous conduct will be dealt with as such and violations of the prinsi-
ples of military discipline will not be countenanced in any element ef the
Army, Prompt and effective disciplinary meacsures must be taken to punish
those guilty of such derelictions, Failure on the part of any commander to
concern himself personnalty and vigorously with this problem will be eon-
sidered as evidence of lack of capacity and cause for reclassification and
removal from assignment,

6, These instructions will be transmitted to the proper elements of
yvour command and the necessary supervision establighed to insure a rigid
compliance therewith,

y 0N \”7:" —— e i
~ Q:‘ RIS

REN)
YWChief of Staff

SUBJECT: Negro Troops,
SPX 291,2 (13 Jul 43)0B=S-F lst Ind, MEB/med 2B 939

War Department, A.S.F., A.G.,, 13 July 1943, « To: Commending Generals,
First, Sccond, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth Service
Commands; The Military District of Yashington; All Ports of Embarkation;
and Chiefe of All Technical Services, A,5.T.

1. For eompliance.

2 Tt is desired that you distribute thic communication to the
commandérs of all Army Service Forces slements within the geographical
limits of your command who exercise command of a post, camp, station or
other installation,

3 It is further desired that each reeipient acknowledge reeeipt
of this communication indicating the time and date of receipt by indorse=

ment hereon,

By command of Lieutenant General SOMERVELL:




CONFIDENTIGALL

Subject: Negro Troops. :

291.2 2nd Ind.
HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR BASE, Lengloy Fiecld, Virginia, 29 July 1943.

To: Commending Officer, 1307th Guard Sqdn., lLengley Field, Virginia.

1. For your inform tion and guidance,

2, Contents of basic communication will be brought forcefully to
the attention of each officer in your command.

By order of Colonel LOHMAN: i
A , &>
) . A —
v 2,27,/ % LV -
ROBERT H.  KNIGHT, / -,
Captain, Lir $orps, O
Adjutant.
oy
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CONFIDEDNTIAL

Subjcet: Negro Troops.

291.2 2nd Ind.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY LIR BuSE, Langley Ficld, Virginia, 29 July 1943.

To:  Commanding Officer, 1307th Guard Sgdn., langley Pield, Virginia,

l. For your information and guidance.

2. Contents of basic communication will be brought forcefully to
the attention of each officer in your command.

By order of Colonel LOHMAN:
)

=7 ;?/iZ;%//

“ROBERT H.” KNIGHT, /
Captain, hir
Adjutant,

-So
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CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY AIR FORCES
WASHINGTON, D. C.
AAF 291,2 (AFDAS )

14 July 1943

SUBJECT: Negro Troops.

TO: Commanding Generals,

A1) Air Forces,

All independent army hir Forces commands,.
Commendant,

Army Alr Forces School of Applied Tacticse
Commanding Officers,

A1l exempted Army Air Forces stations.
(In continental United States).

1. The following extract from Memorandum on the above subject, from
General George C., Marshall, Chief of Staff, is repeated for your information
and guidance:

"l. Disaffection among negro soldiers continues to constitute an
immediately serious problems In recent weeks there have been riots of a
racial character at Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi; Cemp Stewart, Georgia; March
Field, California; Fort Bliss, Texas, Camp Breckinridge, Kentucky; and at
Sen Luis Obispo, California, 4t other statious there are indicetions of
unrest which may erupt.

2., A4All of the reported disturbances follow a fairly definite
pattern., Unrest and disaffection begin with real or fancied incidents of
discriniation and segrcgation. No positive action is teken to overcome
the causes of irritation or unrest. Gossip or rumor of a nature designed
to excite the men circulates among the units and a minor incident brings
on a general outbresak,

3. A study of detailed reports of many such cases indicates thot
there is general evidence of failure on the part of commanders of some
echelons to appreciate the seriousness of the problem and their inherent
responsibility. Also apparent is the lack of appreciation of the urgent
necessity of continuous and vigorous action to prevent incidents of discrim.
ination end the spread of inflammatory gossip and to take positive preventi
moasures to spike an impending outbreak., In some instances officers have n
exercised that close supervision which is necessary to keep them aware of t
pulse or temper of their unit,

4, Under no circumstances can there be a command attitude which
mekes allowances for the improper conduct of either white or ncgro soldiers
among themselves or towards each other. 'Improper conduct cannot be justifi
on the basis of relative average intelligence. Diseipline is not & matter «
intelligence. Breaches.of discipline must be handled firmly, legally, and

N - l ~.
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CONFIDENTIGASL

without compromising any standards of conduct, and this is true whether the

problems deal exelusively with white troops, with negro troops, or with hoth.
Adequate facilitics and accommodations will be provided negro troops, with th
understanding, however, that there can be no discrimination in favor of negro
troops which compromises disciplinery standcrds. ‘

5. Maintenance of discipline among soldiers and good order hetweer
soldiers and the civilian population is a definite command responsibility.
Mutinous conduct will be dcalt with as such and violations of the principles
of military discipline will not be countenanced in any element of the Army.,
Prompt and effective disciplinary measures must be taken to punish those
guilty of such dcorelictions. Failure on the part of any commander to concer:
himself personally and vigorously with this problem will be considered as
evidence of lack of capucity wnd cause for reclassification cnd removel from
assignment."

2. These instructions will be transmitted to the proper elcments of
your command and the necessary supervision esteblished to insure a rigid
compliance therewith,

By command of General ARNOLD:

/s/
FRED C. MILKER
Colonel, 4. G. D.

Lir sdjutant General.
DISTRIBUTION:

As indicated plus all
assistant chiefs of sir Staff,
and chiefs of all specicl staff offices.

SUBJECT: Negro Troops.

291.2 (14 Jul 43) 1st Ind.
HQ AIR FORCES, E.D.C. AND FIRST AIR FORCE, Mitchel Field, N.Y. 26 July 1943

T0: Commanding General, I Fighter Command, Mitchel Field, N.Y.
Commending Officers, A4ll 4Army Alr Bases, First air Force.

For your infor, © Llon und guidance.
By command of Major General ROYCE:
/s/
RAYNCOR GAREY,

Colonel, A. G. D.,
Adjutant General.

-2 -
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ApT4T
JVR3/imm 74364

29 July 1943

1 Tracer - voncerning hegro dllitery Persomnel Stationed ab Cscols srmy Alp
i rleld, “scoas, kichigau.

Commund e aenaral
alr vervice comuend

Fatterson *leld
Fairfiela, Lnlo.

AN
1. Telegram relative to subjest matler wzs forwarded to you with request for 4

investigation snu report under cate of 7 July 1943,

i

2, It is requested thai this office be with report, or approximate date same '
can be expecisd. }g
By command of Ceneral AHK LD '“‘x b'

Jo }\. Ro JGU‘TT %

Colonel, Jdo 4. G. D, ;

Chisf, Spec. Inves. Div.

Office of The Alr inspector A
N
ﬁl\\j

B e e

MO A A
29 Julioas
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SIGNATURE OF
RESPONSIBLE OFFICER
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INTERNAL OFFICE
COORDINATION

16—20242-1 U S GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE
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JUs/imm 7L36L

29 July 1943

Tracer - {restrent of Jolored Soldlers at asB, New Orleans, la.

Commanding Ceneral, Alr Service (ommand,
Patlerson rleld, IFalrfield, Chie.
1. FRefersnce letier from this Headquarters dated 12 July 1943, forwarding
subject matter for investigetion mnd report, no reply has been received to date,
2, Information is requested as to estimated date reporit can be expscted,

By command of General AHNILD:

d. F. H. 50017 .
Colenel, J. 4. G. I N
Chief, Spec. Inves. Div,
Gffice of The Alr Inspector. ,
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HG. AAF v
20 JUL 1943 o
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INDEX SHEET

SYNOPSIS

Asst. Chief of Alr Staff; Operations, Commitments,
Requirements, Theater Branch.

DateJuly 28, 1943

and

Asst, Chief of Air Staff, Training, Unit Training Division,

Services Training Br.

SURJECT: Signal Construction Battalions, Aviation
{Colored).

Original filed under No. 321, 3ignals

8




HEADQU‘RTERS ARHYﬂﬁJR FORCES
\ﬂt‘«
ROUT/NG AND RECORD SHEET

SUBJECT:
Negro Troops

Organization and Training Branch,MM&D DATE 22 July 1943

ACAS ,MM&D, Supply and Services Division COMMENT NO._1
DBS~1/CEE: dk/21 05

1., Attention is invited to inclosed copy of R&R dated 13 July 1943,
above subject, and inclosure thereto., It is requested that nscessary
action be taken to comply therewith.

e DIMETREE Y TR
. 2

e P

B
B NP il

1 Incl, E. P. ROSE,
R&R dtd 7/13/43 to Colonel, A.C.

MM&D fm Air Adj. Gen.
w/cy ltr AAF 291.2.

ACAn, wll, Supply & Services Livision.

AC/As, D, Crganization & Training Eranch.
AFDBS-

1., all officers of this Eranch have been instructed to compl
instructions of the Deputy Chief of air Stef{ in this metter,

9 ™ p”'{"fﬂT‘l\ ¥
‘ e

Colopel Lir uorps,
Chief, Crv. & Trng. Branch.

3-.1109 A.F.




HEADQUARTERS ARMY "A IR FORCES /v .
cueh AR AL

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

y.

;sueJECT:

Negro Troops 24 uu 1943 ‘i

Supply and Meintensnce Branch, MM&D DATE 22 July 1943

ACAS ,MM&D, Supply and Services Division COMMENT NO.__ 1
DBS=-1/CEE:dk/2105

l. Attention is invited to inclosed copy of R&R dated 13 July 1943,
abovs subject, and inclosure thersto. It is requested that necessary
action be taken to comply btherewith,

Sz 7C— 7 [
1 Incl. E. P. ROSE ((ﬁjy/é&

R&R dtd 7/13/43 to Colonel, A.C. ,

MM&D fm Air Adj. Gem. A
w/cy ltr AAF 291.2. . /

Y
Ho ALLxoo

RS IIIT Y IVE (72 Cae

3-1109 A.F.

K

e B D B 3 e s A S e v S o ST T




HEADQU/ “ERS ARMY AIR FORCES

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET
SOREIMENT A

SUBJECT:
Negro Troops.

Assistant Chief of Air Staff, DATE 13 July 1943

Materiel, Masintenance end Distribution.

Air Adjutant Gemersal, COMMENT NO.__1

EAB/11/71128

In Eonnection with the attached confidential letter AAF 291,.2, 13 July 1943,

the Deputy Chief of Air Steff desires that officers from your office sent out
into the field on official visits closely observe the extent to which post
commanders are complying with the letter and spirit of the instructions of the
Chief of Staff, and submit full report of any infrections thereof,

FRED C. MILNER
Colonel, &. G. D.

Air Adjutant Genersal.
1 Inel,

Copy of 1tr,
AAF 29142, 13 July 1943.

CONFIDENTIAL

PAGE L o s %,3-1109 AP
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CONFIDEATIAL

ALE 291.2 ( 2FDAS)

13 July 1943
SUBJFCT: Yegro troops.

03 Commanding Genersals,
A1 Air Forces,
All independent Army Air Forces commands
Commandant,
Army Air Forces School of Amlied Toctics
Commanding Officers,
All exempted Army Air Porces abations,

1. The follewing extract from Memorandum on the above subject, from
General George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff, is repeated for your information
and guidance:

#1l. Disaffection among negro soldiers continues 0 constitute an
jmmedistely serious problem. In recent weeks there have been ricts of a
racial character at Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi; Coamp Stewart, Georgla; Mareh
Fleld, Californla; Fort Bligs, Texag; Camp Breckinridge, Kentucky; mmd at
Sen Luis Obispo, Celifornia. At other stations there =re indications of
unrest vhich may erupt.

2., All of the reported disturbances follow a frirly definite
pattern. Unrest and dissffection begin with real or fenclied incidents of
discrimination and segregotion. Weo nopitive asction ie taken 4o overcome the
causes of irritation or unrest. CGossip or rumor of a nature designed $o
exclte the men circulates among the unites and o minor incident bringe on a
genersl outbreak,

3. A study of detailed reports of many such cases indicates that
there is general evidence of failure on the part of comnanders of 5ome
echelons to appreclate the seriousness of the problem and their inherent
responsibility. Also apparent is the lack of appreciation of the urgent
necessity of continuous mnd vigorous action to prevent incldents of disecrim-
ination and the spread of inflammatory gossin and to take positive preventive
mneasures to spike an lmpending outbreak. In some instances officers have not
exerclsed that close supervision which is necessary to keep them aware of the
pulse or temper of their unit,

4, TUnder no circumstances can there be a command attitude which
makes allowances for the improper conduct of elther white or negro soldiers,

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDEWTIAL

smong themselves or towsrds each other. Improper conduct cannot be justified
on the basis of relative average intelligence. Discipline is not 2 mabtter of
intelligence. Bresches of discipline must be handled firmly, legslly, and
without compromising sny standasrds of conduct, and this is true whether the
problems denl exclusively with whife troops, with negro troops, or with both.
Adequate facllities and a2 ccommodations will be provided nepro iroops, with the
understanding, however, that there can be no discriminetion in favor of negro
troops which compromise disciplinary standards.
3

5. Maintenance of disclipline among s ocldiers and good order between

soldiers and the civilian population is a definite command responsibility.

Mutinous conduct will be dealt with as such and violations of the prineiples
of military discipline will not be countensnced in any element of the Army.
Prompt snd effective diseiplinary measures must be talken to punish those
guilty of such derelictions. Fallure on the part of any commander to concern
himself personally and vigorously with this problem will be considered as
evidence of lack of capacity and cause for reclassification and removal from
susignment,

2., These instructions will be transmitted %o the vroper elemends of your
command and the necessary supervision established to Insure a rigid compliance
therewl th.

By command of General ARROLD:

FRED C, MILNIR
Colonel, A.G.D.,
Alr Adjutant General.

DISTRIBUTION:
As indicated plus all
assistont chiefls of Air Staff
and chiefs of all speclal staff offices.

CONFIDENTIAL
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INDEX SHEET

291,2 VVegro

Date 22 July 1943

e B T,
B
e

SYNOPSIS

Asst. Chief of Air Staff, Operations, Commitments, and
fequirements, frograms Branch,

Chief, Allocations and rrograms Division,

SUBJECT: Negro Troops.

R & R Comment No, 5

Original filed under No. 370,

G v Tt wtdyh .
R O L S A e PR

PATENTED




INDEX SHEET

SYNOPSIS

Asst Alr Adjutant General

Comuanding Officer, Aruy Alr Base, FPratt, Xans,

SUBJECT: Request for Assigmment Of Personnel

Original filed under No. 210,31 Asaignuent

Date July 22, 1943




INDEX SHEET

291.2 Colored :broops

DateJuly 21, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: HQ AAF Air Inspector

To: CO3 Fourth District, AAF Training “ommand, Denver, Cole

Subject: Board of Officers, Lm.

lst Ind.

Original filed under No. 334 Boards




IMMEDIATE ACTION
CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL WAR DEPARTMENT
Office of The Chief of Staflfl
weshington’,

Mo lOLANDTH FOR THE COMUANDING GUMERAL, ARMY AIR FORCES,
COMMANDING GEIERAL, ARMY GROUND TPORCES,
COMMANDING GEMNERAL, ARIMY SERVICE FORCLES:

K

Subject: Negro Troops.

1., Digaffection among negro soldiers continues to corstifute an
immediately serious problem, In recent wecks there have been riots of
a racial character at Camp Van Dorn, Wississippl; Camp Stewart, Georgias
March fisld, California; Fort Bliss, Texas; Camp Breckinridge, Kentuckys
and at San Luls Obispo, California, At other stations there are indica-
tions of unrest which may erupt.,

2., All of the roported disturbances follow a fairly definite
pattern, Unrest and disaffection begin with real or fancied incidents
of discrimination and segregation., No posgitive action is taken to over-
come the causes of irritation or unrest, Gossip or rumor of a nature
designed to excite the men circulates among the units and a minor in-
cident brings on a general qutbreak.

3. A study of detailed reports of many such cases indicates that
there i1s general evidence of failure on the part of commanders of some
echelons to appreciate the seriousnéss of the problem and their inherent
roegponslbility. Also apparent is the lack of appreciation of the urgent
necessity of continuous and vigorous action to prevent incidents Jf dis=-
crimination and the spread of inflammatory gossip and to take positive
preventive mecsurcs to spike an impending outbreak., In some instances
officurs have not exercised that close supzrvision which is necessary
to keep them aware of the pulse or temper of thelir unit,

leo - Under no.circumstances can there be a command attitude which
makes allonances for the improper conduct of elther white or ncgrd soldiers,
among themselves or towards each other, Improper conduct cannot be justi-
fied on the bacis of relative average intelligence, Discipline is not a
matter of -intelligence, - Breaches. of discipline must be handled firmly,
legally, and without compromising any standards of conduct, and this is
truc whether the problems deal exclusively with white troops, with ncgro
troops, or with both, Adequate facilities and accommodations will be pro-
‘vided negro troops, with the understanding, howsver, that there can be no
discrimination- in favor of negro troops which compromisc disciplinary
standards. : .

CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL
IMMEDIATE ACTION
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CONFIDENTIAL

5. lMaintenance of discipline among soldiers and good order between
soldiers and the civilian population is a definite command responsibility,
Futinous conduct will be dealt with as such and violations of the prinai-
ples of military discipline will not be countenanced in any element ef the
Army, Prompt and effective disciplinary meacures must be taken to punish
those guilty of such derelictions, Failure on the part of any commander to
concern himself personnalty and vigo“ously with this problem will be eon-
sidered as evidence of lack of capacity and cause for reclassification and
removal from assignment,

6, These instructions will be transmitted to the proper elements of
your command and the necessary supervision established to insure a rigid
compliance therewith,

3&\ \‘\ﬁ\ 33?

g'JCh:LeJE‘ of Staff

SUBJECT: Negro Troops.
SPL 291,2 (13 Jul 43)0B«S-F lst Ind, MEB/med 2B 939

War Department, A.S.F., A,G., 13 July 1943, « To: Commanding Generals,
First, Sccond, Third, Fourth, Bifth, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth Serviee
Commands; The Hllltary Dlutrlct of Washington; A1l Ports of Embarkation;
and Chlef of All Technical Services, A,S5.F,

1. For eompliance,

2, It ig desired that you distribute this communication to the
commanders of all Army Service Forces elements within the geographical
limits of your command who exercise command of a post, camp, station or
other installation,

3 It is further desired that each reeipient acknowledge reeeipt
of this communication indicating the time and date of receipt by indorse=
ment hereon,

By command of Lieutenant General SOMERVELL:

i

/IR uLIo
; ‘ / Major General
,/ Adjytant Genera
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INDEX SHEET )

O —ond It Watdo s Williams (0)
FILE : 2, Negro Officer Personnel

271'2. Kace — U’W Date July 21, 1943

SYNOPSIS

- From: Milktary Personnel - 1 - X

To: Commanding General, Army Service Foreces, Washington, D. &,

SUBJECT: Assigmments.

3rd. Ind.

Origindl filed under No. 210.31 Assignment
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INDEX SHEET

SYNOPSIS

Date July 19, 1943

Asst Chief of Air Staff, Operations, Commitments & Reouirements
( Air Defense Branch)

Statistical Control Division

SUBJEC_T:

Original filed under No.

Air Base Security Battalions

322 Battalions




HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

TALLY

NO.

% § i ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET FTie

" NO.
HOME ]/7!“ ikl
SUBJECT: LS

Negro Troopse
TO: The &ir Inspector - pATE 13 July 1943

FROM: Air Adjutant General COMMENT NO._ 1

EAB/11/71128

In connection with the attached confidential letter AAF 291.2, 13 July 1943,
the Deputy Chief of Air Staff desires that officers from your office sent out
into the field on official visits closely observe the extent to which post
commanders are complying with the letter and spirit of the instructions of the
Chief of Staff, and submit ¥ull report of any infractions thereof,

s
FRED' C, MILNER
Colonel, A. G. D. R

Air Adjutant General.
1 Inecl,

Copy of ltr,
AAF 291,2, 13 July 1943.

TO: Air Adjutant General DATE 16 July 1943 ,

3

FROM: The Air Inspector COMMENT NO. 2 '
EGA/pjw/3653

Matters covered by AAF letter, dated 13 July 1943, from the Air Adjutant General,
have been incorporated and are in the list of special subjects which will be covered
by all persons making inspections from this office. A complete report will be made on

i

infractions uncovered., g‘:
o g |

for T, OEKDIS(I}/i i

1 Incl % Colonel -Air Corps
n/ 0 Deputy, The Air Inspector

.,/‘ (‘;‘ fl/! ‘7/ A‘w}_s"‘w,

3-1109 A.F,
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AF 29042 (AFTAS)
13 July 1943

SUBIEUT:  legre troopge

TOs Corianding Generals,
All Air Foreesy
A1l independent Army Air Forces commandse
Cosmandant,
Army Air Forces School of Applied Tactics.
Commending Officers, ’
411 exenmpbed Army Air Forces stations,

, 1. The following extract from Memorandum on the above subject, from
General George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff;, is repeated for your information
and guldances

%le Disaffection among negro soldiers continues to constitute an
inmediately serious probleme In recent weeks thers have been riots of a
racial character at Camp Van Dorn, Wississippi; Camp Stewart, Georgia; March
Field, California; Fort Bliss, Texasy Camp Breckinridge, Kentucky; and at
San Luis Obispo, Californiae At other stations there are indications of
unrest which may eruple

2o All of the reported disturbances follow a fairly definite
pattern, Unrest and disaffection begin with real or fancied incidents of
digcrimiration and segregatione Wo positive action is taken to overcome the
causes of irritation or unreste Gossip or rumor of a nature designed to
gxeite the men circulates amonpg the wnits and a minor ineident brings on a
general outbreak,

3¢ A study of detailed reports of many such cases indicates that
there is general evidence of fallure on the part of commanders of some
echelons to appreciate the seriousness of the problem and thelr inherent
responsibilitys Also apparent is the lack of appreciation of the urgent
necessity of continuous and vigorous action to prevent incidents of discrime
ination and the spread of inflammatory gossip and to take positive preventive
measures to spile an impending ocutbreske In some instances officers have not
exercised that close supervision which is necessary Lo keep them aware of the
pulse or temper of their unit.

e Under no circumstances can there be a command attitude which
makes allowances for the improper conduct of eithor white or negro soldiers,




among themselves or towards each othere Improper conduct cannot he Justified
on the basls of relative average intelligences Discipline is not a matter of
intelligences Breaches of discipline must be handled firmly, legally, and
without compromising any standards of conduet, and this is true whether the
problems deal exclusively with white troops, with negro troops, or with bothe
Adequate facilities and accommodations will be provided negro troops, with the
understanding, however, that there can be no discrimination in favor of negro
treops which eompromise discliplinary standards,

5e Haintenance of discipline among soldiers and good order between
soldiers and the civilian population is a definite commend responsibility,
Mutinous conduct will be dealt with as such and violations of the principles
of military diseipline will not be countenanced in any element of the Army,
Prompt and effective disciplinary measures must be taken to punish those
?uilty of such derelictions, Failure on the part of any cemmander to concern
nimgelf personally and vigorously with this problem will be considered as
evidence of lack of capacity and cause for reclassification and removal from
assignmente®

2o These instructions will be transmitted to the proper elements of your
command and the necessary supervision established to insure & rigid compliance
there withe

By command of General ARNOID:

FRED Co MILNER
3010}1@13 A.G‘E',
Air Adjutant General.

DISTRIBUTION:
As indicated plus all
asgistant chiefs of Air Staff
and chiefs of all special staff offices,
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SUBJECT: Negro Troops.
TO: Vﬁiet‘, Requirements Division DATE 15 July 1943
Chief, Allocations & Programs Division
REKOINC: Chief, Operations, Division COMMENT NOF'—*—-L-
| Chief, Technical Services Division FHL/bM/5152

FROM: ACAS/ Operaticns, Commitments & Requirements.

Your attentiocn is called to the attached copy of R&R with inclosures from
the Air Adjutent General.
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Negro Troops

Assistant Chief of Air Staff, 13 July 1943,
Operations, Commitments & Requirements.
Air Adjutant General.

EAB/11/71128

In connection with the attached confidential letter AAF 201.2, 13 July 1943,
the Deputy Chief of Air Staff desires that officers from your office sent out
into the field on official visits closely observe the extent to which post
commanders are complying with the letter and spiritiof the instructions of the
Chief of Staff, and submit full report of any infractions thereof,

FRED C. MILNER
Colonsl, A. G. Da.

Air Adjutent General
1 Incl

Copy of ltr.
AAF 291.2, 13 July 1943.




AAF 291.2 o (AFDAS)
13 July 1943
SUBJECT: Negro troopse.

TOs Commending Generals,
All Air Forces,
All independent Army Air Forces commands.
Commandant,
Army Air Forces School of Applied Tactics.
Commending Officers,
All exempted Army Air Forces stations,

l, The following extract from Memorandum on the above subject, from
General George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff, is repeated for your information
and guidance:

"l. Disaffection emong negro soldiers continues to constitute an
immediately serious problem. In recent weecks there have been riots of a
racial character at Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi; Camp Stewart, Georgia; March
Field, California; Fort Bliss, Texas; Camp Breckinridge, Kentucky; and at
San Luis Obispo, California. At other stations there are indications of
unrest which may erupt,

2., All of the reported disturbances ffollow a fairly definite
pattern. Unrest and disaffection begin with real or fancied indidents of
discrimination and segregation. No positive action is taken to overcome the
causes of irritation or unrest. Gossip or rumor of a nature designed to
excite the men circulates among the units and a minor incident brings on a
general outbreak.

3¢ A study of detailed reports of many such cases indicates that
there is general evidence of failure on the part of commanders of some
echelons to appreciate the seriousness of the problem and their inherent
responsibility. Also apparent is the lack of appreciation of the urgent.
necessity of continuous and vigorous action to prevent incidents of discrime
ination and the spread of inflammetory gossip and to teke positive preventive
measures to spike an< impending outbresk. 1In some instances officers have not
exercised that close supervision which is necessary to keep them aware of the
pulse or temper of their unit, :

4. Under no circumstences can there be & command attitude which
makes allowances for the improper conduct of either white or negro soldiers,

T B85 A0 TR S e e 33 GRS A By U5t v 5383 TS




among themselves or towards each other. Improper conduct cannot be justified
on the basis of relative asverage intelligence. Discipline is not a matter of
intelligence., Breaches of discipline must be handled firmly, legally, and
without compromising any standards of conduct, and this is true whether the
problems deal exclusively with white troops, with negro troops, or with both.
Adequate facilities and accommodations will be provided negro troops, with the
understanding, however, that there can be no discrimination in favor of negro
troops which compromise disciplinary standards,

5. Maintenance of discipline among soldiers and good order between
soldiers and the civilian population is a definite command responsibility.
Mutinous conduct will be dealt.with as such and violations of the principles
of military discipline will not be countenanced in any element of the Army,
Prompt end effective disciplinary measures must be taken to punish those
guilty of such derelictions. Failure on the part of any commender to concern
himself personally and vigorously with this problem will be considered as
evidence of lack of capacity and cause for reclassification and removel from
assignment,”

2. These instructions will be transmitted to the proper elements of your
command and the necessary supervision established to insure a rigid complience
therewith,

By command of General ARNOLD:

FRED C. MILNER
COIOHEI, A.G.D.
Air Adjuteant General

DISTRIBUTION:
As indicated plus ell
Assistant Chiefs of Air Staff
and chiefs of all special staff officex.

A e R s BT B I R ST G ks A\ L b bl itz b Sl e e it il




INDEX SHEET

201,.2 BRace, Negro Soldiers

sr—Souadron, Las Vegas Hev,

DaieJuly 14,1943
-

SYNOPSIS

Hq, AAPWCTC, 1104 West 8th $t,, Santa Ana, Calif,
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SUBJECT: Investigation, Miscellaneous

Original filed under No. 333,5 Investigation, Hise,
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Original filed under No.  SEE BUEK FIIES 320.2 Strength

Pe




INDEX SHEET

FILE : 42, Negro Units )>/
F]
212 Fece, =5 : Date July 14, 1943

! SYNOPSIS

From: aAsst, Chief of Air Staff, Cperations, Commitments, and
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To: Asst. Chief of Air Staff, Operations, Commitments, and
Requirements, Requirements Division, Air Defense Branch,
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; SUBJECT: Shipment of Negro Units.
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Original filed under No. 370.,5 Shipment
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CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DEPARTMENT
- 3 HEADQUARTERS OI' THE ARLY AIR FORCES
; ' WASHINGT . C.
/AT 291.2 ASHINGTON, D

(AFDAS)
1L July 1943
SUBJECT: Negro Troopse.
TO: Commanding Generals,
All Air Torces,
411 independent Army Air Forces commands.
Commandant,
Army Air Forces School of Applied Tactics.
Commanding Officers,
A1l exempted Army Air Torces stations.
(In continental United States).
1. The following extract from Memorandum on the ahove subject, from ~
General George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff, is repeated for your information ~
and guidance: §i1

"1, Disaffection among negro soldiers continues to constitute an
immediately serious problem. In recent weeks there have been riots of a
racial character at Camp Van Dorn, llississippi; Camp Stewart, Georgia; llarch ‘\f
IMield, California; Fort Bliss, Texas; Camp Breckinridge, Kentucky;-and at
San Luis Obispo, California. At other stations there are indications of
unrest which may erupt.

2. All of the reported disturbances follow a fairly definite
pattern. Unrest and disaffection begin with real or fancied incidents of
discrimination and segregation. llo positive action is taken to overcome
the causes of irritation or unrest. Gossip or rumor of a nature designed

to excite the men circulates among the units and a minor incident brings
on a general outbreak.

e
3. A study of detailed reports of many such cases indicates that i
there 1s general evidence of failure on the part of commanders of some :
echelons to appreciate the seriousness of the problem and their inherent i
responsibility. Also apparent is the lack of anpreciation of the urgent

necessity of continuous and vigorous action to prevent incidents of discrim-
ination and the spread of inflammatory gossip and to take positive preventive
measures to spike an impending outbreak. In some instances officers have not

exercised that close supervision which is necessary to keep them aware of the
pulse or temper of their unit,

s Under no circumstances can there be a command attitude which -
makes allowances for the improper conduct of either white or negro soldiers,
among themselves or towards each other, Improper conduct cannot be justified
on the basis of relative average intelligence, Discipline is not a matter of
intelligence., Breaches of discipline must be handled firmly, lezally, and

CONFIDENTIAL



without compromising any standards of conduct, and this is true whether the
problems ‘leal exclusively with white troops, with negro troops, or with bothe
Adequate facilities and accommodations will be provided negro troops, with the
understanding, however, that there can be no discrimination in favor of negro
troops which compromises disciplinary standards.

5. lMaintenance of discipline among soldiers and good order between
soldiers and the civilian population is a definite command responsibility.
Mutinous conduct will be dealt with as such and violations of the nrinciples
of military discipline will not be countenanced in any element of the Army.
Prompt and effective disciplinary measures must be taken to punish those
guilty of such derelictions., Failure on the part of any commander to concern
himself versonally and vigorously with this vproblem will be considered as
evidence of lack of capacity and cause for reclassification and removal from
assignment.!

2. These instructions will be transmitted to the proper elements of your
comnand and the necessary supervision established to insure a rigid compliance
therewith.

By command of General ARNOLD:

FRED C. -IILNER
Colonel, A, G. D.
Air Adjutant Gencral.

DISTRIBUTION:
As indicated plus all
assistant chiefs of Air Staff,
and chiefs of all special staff offices.

0“725, AF




CONFIDENTIAL %

WAR DEPARTMENT
HEADQUARTERS OIF ThE ALY ATR FORCES

WASHINGTON, D. C.
AAF 291.2 AFDAS)

1L July 1943
SUBJECT: Negro Troops.

TO: Commanding Generals,

A1l Air Forces,

A1 independent Army Air Forces commands.
Commandant,

Army Air Forces School of Applied Tactics.
Commanding Offloers,

A1l exempted Army Air Forces stations.
(In continental United States).

1. The following extract from Memorandum on the above subject, [rom '?“”>
General George C. Marshall, Chief of Staff, is repeated for your information

and guidance: ﬂ“shg>

"l, Disaffection among negro soldiers continues to constitute an
immediately serious problems. In recent weeks there have been riots of a
racial character at Camp Van Dorn, Ifississippi; Camp Stewart, Georgiaj llarch
Field, California; Fort Bliss, Texas; Camp Breckinridge, Kentucky;-and at
San Luis Obispo, California., At other stations there are indications of -
unrest which may erupt.

S

2. All of the reported disturbances follow a fairly definite
pattern. Unrest and disaffection begin with resl or fancied incidents of wﬁﬁf
discrimination and segregation. No positive action is taken to overcome e
the causes of irritation or unrest. Gossip or rumor of a nature desiganw\\\&

S
e

to excite the men circulates among the units and a minor incident bring .

on a general outbreak. gﬁf?\
W
3¢ A study of detailed reports of many such cases indicates that Y

there is general evidence of failure on the part of commanders of some
echelons to appreciate the seriousness of the problem and their inherent
responsibility. Also apparent is the lack of anpreciation of the urgent
necessity of continuous and vigorous action to prevent incidents of discrim~
ination and the spread of inflammatory gossip and to take positive preventive
measures to spike an impending outbreak. In some instances officers have not
exercised that close supervision which is necessary to keep them aware of the
pulse or temper of their unit,

L4+ Under no circumstances can there be a command attitude which
makes allowances for the improper conduct of either white or negro soldiers,
among themselves or towards each other, Imoroper conduct cannot be justified
on the basis of relative average intelligcence. Discipline is not a matter of
intelligence. Breaches of discipline must be handled firmly, legally, and

CONFIDENTIAL o, i



without compromising any standards of conduct, and this isitrue whether the
problems deal exclusively with white troops, with negro troops, or with both.
Adequate facilities and accommodations will be provided negro troops, with the
understanding, however, that there can be no discrimination in favor of negrc
troops which compromises disciplinary standards.

5. laintenance of discipline among soldiers and good order betweer
soldiers and the civilian population is a definite command responsibility.
Mutinous conduct will be dealt with as such and violations of the »nrinciples
of military discipline will not be countenanced in any element. of the Army.
Prompt and effective disciplinary measures must be taken to punish those
guilty of such derelictions. Failure on the part of any commander to concern
himself versonally and vigorously with this problem will be considered as
evidence of lack of capacity and cause for reclassification and removal from
assigrment." :

2. These instructions will be transmitted to the proper elements of youz
comnand and the necessary supervision established to insure a rigid compliance
therewith., ' ‘ s '

By command of Ceneral ARNOLD:

FRED C. MILNER
Colonel, A. G. D.
Air Adjutant Gencral.

DISTRIBUTION: )
As indicated plus all
assistant chiefs of Alr Staff,
and- chiefs of all special staff offices.

C~725, AF




IMMEDIATE ACTION
CONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL WAR DEPARTMENT
. Office of The Chiel of Staflf
’ Washington

a

IMBUORANDUM FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY AIR FORCES,
COMMANDING &EiLMALﬁ ARMY GROUND bORGEd,
COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY SERVICE FORCIS:

Subject: Negro Troops.

1. Digaffection among negro soldiers continues to constitute an
immediately scrious problem, In recent wecks there have been riots of
a racial character at Camp Van Dorn, Mississippi; Camp Stewart, Georgias
March Field, California; Fort Bliss, Texas; Camp Breckinridge, hcntucky,
and at San Lulu Obispo, California. At other stations there are indica~
tions of unrest which may erupt.

2+ All of the reported disturbances follow a fairly definite
pattern, Unrest and disaffecfion begin with real or fancied incidents
of discrimination and segregation. No positive action is taken to over-
come the causes of irritation ér unrest, Gossip or rumor of a nature
designed to excite the men circulates among thc unitv and a minor 'in-
cident brings on a general outbroal . '

3. A study of detailed reports of many such cases indicates that
there is general evidence of failurc on the part of commanders of some
echelons to appreciate the seriousness of the problem and their inherent
responsibllity, Also apparent is the lack of appreciation of the urgent
necessity of continuous and vigorous action to prevent incidents of dis-
crimination and the spread of inflammatory gossip and to take positive
preventive measures to spike an impending outbreak, In some instances
of ficers have not exercised that close supﬂrviulon which is necessary

to keep them aware of the pulse or temper of their unitys e
S J

i

o,

AN

-

v b Under no circumstances can there be a command attitude which ¢
makes allowances for the improper conduct of either white or ncgro soldiers, |
among themsélves or towards each other., Improper conduct cannot Bé Justi-
fied bn the basis of relative average intelligence, Discipline is not a
matter of 1ntelllgunce. Breaches of discipline must be handled flrm]J,
legally, and without compromising any standards of conduct, and this is
truc whether the problems deal cxclusively with white troops, with negro
troops, or with both, Adequate fac¥lities and accommodations will be pro=-
vidéd negro troops with the undergbandingy h?mecr, that therec can be no
discrimination in favor of negro t compromise disciplinary
standards.,

CONFIDENTTAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

5. Maintenance of discipline among soldiers and good order between
soldiers and the civilian population is a definite command responsibility,
Mutinous conduet will be dealt with as such and violations of the prinsi-
ples of military discipline will not be countenanced in any element ef the
Army, Prompt and effective disciplinary measures must be taken to pumish
those guilty of such derelictions, Failure on the part of any commander to
concern himself personnally and vigorously with this preblem will be eon-

‘sidered as evidence of lack of capacity and cause for reclassification and

removal from assignment,

6, These instructions will be transmitted to the proper elements of
your command and the necessary supervision established to 1nsuru a rigid
compliance therewith,

o O & T ———
NN A TS
A SNSRI

UChief of Staff

SUBJECT: Negro Troops. '

SPX 291.2 (13 Jul 43)0B~S-F _ 1lst Ind, ) MEB/med 2B 939
Jlar Department, A.S.F., A.G., 13 July 1943, = To: Commanding Generals,
First, Second, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth Service
Commandsj. The Mllltary Dlstrlct of Washington; All Ports of Embarkation;
and Chlefs of All Technical Serv1ce Sy, AS.F,

1« For eompliance,

2, It is desired that you distribute this communieation to the
commanders of all Army Service Forces elements within the geographical
limits of your command who exercise command of. a post, camp, station or
other installation,

3 It is further desired that each reeipient acknowledge reeeipt
of this communication indicating the time and date of receipt by indorsew
ment hereon, : .

By command of Lieutenant General SOMERVELL:
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S s e st COMMANDING CEIEAL, ARMY GROUND TORCES,

COMMANDING GEMIRAL, ARNMY SERVICE FORCES:

Subject: Negro Troops.

1., Disaflection among negro soldiers continues to constitute an
immedistely serious problem, In recent wecks there have been riots of
a racial character at Camp Van Dorn, lMississippi; Camp Stewart, Georgias
March ¥'ield, California; Fort Blissg, Texas; Camp Breckinridge, Kentuckys
and at San Luls Obispo, California, At other stations there are indica=
tions of unrest which may erupt,

2., All of the revorted disturbances follow a Tairly definite
pattern, Unrest and disalffection begin with real or fencied incidents
of discrimination and segregation, No positive action is taken to over=-
come the causes of irritation or unrest. Gossip’ or rumor of a nature
designed to exeite .the men circulates among the units and a miner in-
cident brings on a general. outbreak,

3. A study of detailed reports of many such cases indicates that
there iz general evidence of failure on the part of commanders of some
achelons to appreciate the seriousnesc of the problew and their inherent
responeibility. Also apparent is the lack of appreciation of the urgent
necessity of continuous and vigorous action to’ prevent incldents-of dis-
crimination and the spread of. inflammatory gossip and to take positive
preventive measures to spike an impending outbreak, In some- instonces
officers have not exercised that closc supervision which 1s nccessary
to keep them avare of the pulse or temper of thedr unit, )

“la Under no circumstances can there be a command attitude which

mekes allowances for the improper conduct of either white or n.gro soldiers,
among themgelves or towards each other, Improper conduct cannot be justi-

FPied on the basis of relative average intelligunce. Disciplifie is not a
matter of intelligence. Breaches of discipline must be handled firmly,
legally, and without compromising sny standards of conduct, and this is
truc whether the problems deal cxclusively with white troops, with nogro

troops, or with both, Adequate facilitics and accommodations will be pro- &'
vided megro troops, with the understanding, however, that there can be no
discrimination in favor of negro btroops which compromisc dlsciplinary
standards.
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5. HMaintenance of discipline among soldiers and good order between
soldiers and the civilian population is a definite command responsibility,
ifutinous conduct will be dealt with as such and violations of the prinsi-
ples of military discipline will not be countenanced in any element &f the
Army, Prompt and effective disciplinary measures must be taken to punish
those guilty of such derelictions, Fallure on the part of any commander to
concern himself personnally and vigorously with this preblem will be eon-
sidered as evidence of lack of capacity and cause for reclassification and
removal from assignment,

6, These instructions will be transmitted to the proper elements of
your command and the necessary supervision established to insure a rigid
compliance thevewith.

“— Q) \ QZim e
Mie s N,
“J\\ }S%‘-’:amwx\m&

YiChief of Staff

SUBJECT: Negro Troops.
SPX 291.2 (13 Jul 43)0B-S-F Ist Ind, MiB/med 2B 939

4
War Department, A,S.F,, A,G., 13 July 1943, « To: Commanding Generals,
First, Sccond, Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Eighth, Ninth Service
Commands; The Military District of Washington; All Ports of Embarkation;
and Chiefs of All Technical Services, A,S.F,.

ls For eompliance,

2, It is desired that you distribute this communication to the
commanders of all Army Service Forces elements within the geographical
limits of your command who exercise command of a post, camp, station or
other installation. ) .

Gy, Tl HT

3 It is further desired that each recipient acknowledge reeeipt
of this communication indiecating the time and date of receipt by indorsee
ment hereon, ’

By command of Lieutenant General SOMERVELL:

J “éilééféjil

Major\General
Ad jutant Geners
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AFMAG/EABZbIm 72216
wr 291,2 (+7945)
13 July 1943
WRFENT: Hegro troops,

el Commanding Jensrals,
A1l &dr Poreas,
ALL independent irmy Adw Forces covnands,
Conmandant,
Army Aly Foress Sohool of
Comanding Offlocrs,
A11 exempted irmy Adr Foress sbabiong,

e The following ozbrast fron Jomovandan on th
Grneral Jeorge C. e hall, Chief of Steff, ig rapent
and roldanens

"le isalfention aaen necro seldlers continues Lo gongbivube an

fmacddatel, serlous mwollea. Tn rocent weaks Lhere have veen rdots of &
ragial character ot Camp Van Dorny “lesdiesiprd; Capp “lowart, Seorgiay Yareh
fledd, Californis; Fort Alss, lexass Camy regkdnddoe, Kembuckys wid at
Gare Luls Obispo, saliforndes At other stibions there are indications of
wrrast which may erupt.

2¢ A1 of the reported dlsturbances Sollow a fairly definite
PaLinrn.  Unrost ang dizal fection vegin with real or fancied inecddonbe of
deerivination and s regatlone Ho positive action is Yalmn to overcome the
causen of lrritabion or unvest, J08sdy or rumor of a natu desirned to
exclle the son elreulates waon: the undbtg and 8 ednor incddent Yrings on a
zeneral outhreni,

3o & sludy of detalled vevorts of many such cases indicotes that
there is remeral evidense of failure on the »art of commanders of some
schelons Lo spprogiste the serlousness of tho Provlen and thelr inherent

responelnilitys  Also apparent is the lack of .apprédlation of the urpent
neeegsity of contimuous and vigorous action to provent imeigdents of diserine
ination and the spread of inflaxmatory sopslp and to take Hositive preventive
apAsures to spike an Lmpending onbbresk. In seme Instances ofiivers have nob
sxereised that close supervision waleh is necessary to hoep bthom aware of Lhe
pulse or teper of Lhoir b ,

Lhe Under no circunsbances ean thave e o oomoand attltude which
makes allowaneos for the improner gonduct of elther white or nagro soldiers
SR mAm.“Wm.WNMMwMHMMA.Wawmw«mwwmeWUMWMumem“”umammWmewmug
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smong themselves or towards each other. Improper conduct cannot be justified
on the basis of relative aversge intelligence. Discipline is not a matter of
intelligenee. DBreaches of discipline must be handled firmly, legally, and
without compromising any stendards of conduct, and this is true whether the
problems deal exclusively with white troops, with nezro troops, or with both.
hdequate facilities and accommodations will be provided negro troops, with the
understanding, however, that there can be no discrimination in favor of negro
troops which compromisesdisciplinary standards.

5. ¥aintenance of discipline among soldiers and good order betwsen
soldiers and the ecivilian population is a definite commend responsibility.
¥obinous conduct will be dealt with as such and violations of the principles

of military discipline will not be countenanced in any element of the Army.
Prompt and effective disciplinary measures must be taken to punish those
guilty of such derelictioms. IFailure on the part of any commander to concern
himsel! pergonally and vigorously with this problem will be sondidered as
evidence of lack of capacily and cause for reglassification and removal from

assignment.®

2. These ingtructions will be transmitted to the proper elements of your
comnand and the necessary supervision established tc insure a ripgid compliance

therewith.

By command ol Jeneral ARIOLD:

FEED C. KILKTR
Colonel, A. G. D.
Alr Adjubtant General.

and chiefs of all special stall offices.

e G RADQUAR | Rls-- ARMY ATR SORCES — L CCRBIHATER W

[ A S

8 it O ROAO N7 A Dot Loty St A D TSl T30 St




Negro Troops.

Deputy Chief of Air Staff (Jeneral Perrin) 13 July 1943
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Inclosure No, 1 forwarded for aprroval prior to publication,
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Air Adjutent General,
1 Inel,
Draft of 1ltr. 13 July 1943,
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P HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

BONFIDENTIAL

~SUBJUECT:
# & Negro Troops.

T0:  Deputy Chief of Air Staff (Ceneral Perrin) DATE 13 July 1943

FROM: Air Adjutant General Em%ﬁ%%j%&lgg'

Inclosure No. 1 forwarded for approval prior to publication,

7@1 %FRE’)%’TM(ILNE/R;‘

Colonel, A. G. D.

Air Adjutent General,
1 Inecl,

j  Dreftof ltr. 13 July 1943 @_l%
r0:  Air Adjutant General ad DATE 14 July 43

FROM: Deputy Chief of the Air Staff. COMMENT NO. _2

erea——

MAL/mdg/5265

Approved for publication and distribution.

MILLA 34.41333{,

Colonel, G. S. C.,
Secretsry of the Air Staff.
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CONFIDENTIAL

WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF STAFF
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY AIR FORCES,#”
COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY GROUND FORCES,
COMMANDING GENERAL, ARMY SERVICE FORCES:

Subject: Negro Troops.

1. Disaffection among negro soldiers continues to constitute
an immediately serious problem. In recent weeks there have been riots
of a racial character at Camp Van Dorn, Mississlippi; Camp Stewart,
Georgia; March Field, California; Fort Bliss, Texas; Camp Breckinridge,
Kentucky; and at San Luis Obispo, California. At other stations there
are indications of unrest which may erupt.

2. All of the reported disturbances follow a fairly definite
pattern. Unrest and disaffection begin with real or fancied incidents
of discrimination and segregation. No positive action is taken to over-
come the causes of irritation or unrest. Gossip or rumor of a nature
designed to excite the men circulates among the units and a minor in-
cident brings on a general outbreak.

3. A study of detailed reports of many such cases indicates
that there is general evidence of failure on the part of commenders of
some echelons to appreciate the seriousness of the problem and their in-
herent responsibility. Also apparent is the lack of appreciation of the
urgent necessity of continuous and vigorous action to prevent incidents
of diserimination and the spread of inflammatory gossip and to take pos-
itive preventive measures to spike an impending outbreak. In some in-
stances officers have not exercised that close supervision which is
necessary to keep them aware of the pulse or temper of their unit.

L. Under no circumstances can there be a command attitude
which makes allowances for the improper conduct of either white or negro
soldiers, among themselves or towards each other. Improper conduct can-
not be justified on the basis of relative average intelligence. Discip-
line is not a matter of intelligence. Breaches of discipline must be
handled firmly, legally, and without compromising any standards of con-
duct, and this is true whether the problems deal exclusively with white
troops, with negro troops, or with both. Adequate facilities and ac-~
commodations will be provided negro troops, with the understanding, how-
ever, that there can be no discrimination in favor of negro troops which
compromise disciplinary standards.

CONFIDENTIAL
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5. Maintenance of discipline among soldiers and good order
between soldiers and the civilian population is a definite command res-
ponsibility. Mutinous conduct will be dealt with as such and violations
of the principles of military discipline will not be countenanced in any
element of the Army. Prompt and effective disciplinary measures must be
taken to punish those guilty of such derelictions. Failure on the part
of any commender to concern himself personally and vigorously with this
problem will be considered as evidence of lack of capacity and cause for
reclassification and removal from assignment.

6. These instructions will be transmitted to the proper ele-
ments of your command and the necessary supervision established to insure

a rigid compliance therewith.

Chief of staff.

YT
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FILE : 29],2 Race /’V(W'ﬁ
( \ Daieduly 8, 1943
.
\.
SYNOPSIS 7
From: Chief, Spec, Inv, Division,
Office of The Air Inspector
/ To: Commanding General , Third Air Force, Tamps, Fla,
SUBJECT: Uprising on the Part of Negro Soldiers from the
Lake Charles Army AirBase— Lir, dated 5/13/43 From
Nr, Himel
:
6th Ind
Original filed under No. 333,56 Investigations, Misc, '
Q% '
Sy -
oA M -
¥ |
J
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- SYNOPSIS

isst. Chief of Air Staff, Operations, Commitments, and = -
Requirements, Programs Branch, U S
CAsst, Chief of Alr 3taff, Training.

SUBJHCT: Technical Training of HNegro
 Personnel (non-flying) 1943.

} Original filed unldeerq. - 353 Tréining Misc

: o : S
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INDEX SHEET

SYNOPSIS

Date July 7, 1943

WD General Staff, Personnel Division G-1, Wash., D. C.

The Commanding General, Army Air Forces.

SURJECT: Assignment of Colored personnel with
AGCT scores of 75 or better to the

AAF.

Memorandum

Original filed under No. 210.31 Assignment

AMS

NDECT AQQTEIED




INDEX SHEET

’ FILE : Z‘?f'l‘ ‘F\?Qc’e: Neere
\ ‘S=F'. Colored Personnel®

Date July 7, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: WD General Staff, Personnel Division G-1, Wash,, D. C.

To: The Commanding General, Army Air Forces.
SUBJECT: Assignment of Colored personnel with
AGCT scores of 75 or better to the
AAF,
Memorandum
AY
Original filed under No, 210,31 Assignment

N

AMS

NECT ASSTETED



From:

To:

i

INDEX SHEET

823 Negro Fnlisted Personnel

291 2 FA}QQA Neé;&ca Date Yuly 5, 1943

SYNOPSIS

Asst Chief of Air Staff, Operations, Commitments & Requirements
Theatre Branch

Asst Chilef of Air Staff, Operations, Commitments & Reguirements
Alr Defense Branch

SUBJECT: Substitution of 958th Air Base Security Bn for
936th Air Base Security Bn

R&R

Original filed under No. 322 Battalions

DECT ASSTFIED
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AR FORCES TQSLY
ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET Flie
) ’ é%ggg}ﬁ%&ijr ‘ NO.
1 SUBJECT: Negro units at Eglin Field.
To:  Asst C/A3, OC&R CATE24 June ,1943
FrRoM: Asst C/AS, OC&R, Allocations & Program Division COMMENT NO._ ]
BEB/beb /4563
1. The present negro strength of the l'roving Grounds Command
will be gradually reduced by the shipping out of units scheduled
for overseas. \;’?
: 2. 1In the activation of new units every eftort will be made ‘}
i not to exceed the present strength and assignments will be made
§ only after coordination with that command;zé%ékggz }J
0 wﬂén/\m
i Incl: Coloned, Air Corps
draft dtd 6/16/W ffy
trwfnaaaf' (gzz :’E;Zi
Tus Asst C/AS, OC&R Date:(29_June, 19.
mmme:gﬁo.gwmwwm“
FROM: Asst C/AS, OC&R, Programs Branch. BEB/ghm 4563
1. The Conmanding General of Eglin Field has been notified ', o
of the information contained herein,
BYRON E, BRUGGE,
Es Incl: n/e Colonel, Air Coiff/”
™ <:ly~szjl‘ LMQ/Q:D \\er
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INDEX SHEET

Date June 28, 1943

SYNOPSIS

Office of Asst. Chief of Air Staff, M M.&D. Air Engineer

Colonel J, H. Price, Office of the Air Inspector

' SUBJECT: 870th Engr. Aviation Battfalion

Original filed under No. 321 Engineers

NECT AQSSTEIFD



INDEX SHEET

2912 Migmﬁaﬁ%m%

FILE: =T, Colored Engineer Personnel.
£ Date  June 28, 1943

SYNOPSIS
From: Asst, Chief of Air Staff Personnel
To: Commanding Genersl, Third Air Force, Tampa, Florida,

SUBJECT: Assignment of Colored Engineer Personnel.,

1st Ind,

Original filed under No. 210. 31 Assignment

A, ¥, S,

V_4112’A-0n

NECT ASSTEIFD
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Date June 27, 1943 -

SYNOPSIS

J
'

From: Ilus 4AF Technical Training Command, Enollwood Tield, I, C.
To: Commanding General, army Air Forces, tash,, 25, D,.C,

SUBJ¥CT: Utilization of Civilian Instructors (negro)
,in the Air Service Command and dkateriel
Command, ' '

1st Ind.

«

Original filed under ﬁo; 352,16 Instfﬁctorsj
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By authority of the

Command.  Geperal
Army Air For
‘,r 7—'&—"\} &

Date Initials DIt s $hm
AAF 360.03 (10 June 1943) lst Inc. AFDAD

HEADGUARTERS ARNY AIR FORCES, OFFICE OF THk ATR CRUNARCE FFICER, LASH-
L Mg 23 1843

T0: Chief “rdnance Officer, Hesdquarters TirL¥k Air Force,

INGTON 25, Ds Cs

1. The following liasted colored Ordnsnce units have been commitied
to your thester:

1902 Orénance smmumition Company, Aviation.
1912 Ordnsnce Ammunltion Comoany, Aviation,
1951 Ordnsuce Depot Company, iviatlon.
1962 Ordnence Depot Compsny, aviation.

2« The war Depsritment, Uperations Divialon has advised this office
informally, that these units caxmot be delated fryon this commituent list.
A.-proximately 10% of the total Alr Fores is msde up of colored personnel
and this personnel is being assigned to the oversess stations In accorde-
ance with classified letier, AG 291.21 (3-31~42) MB-A, dated ¥ay 13, 1942,
sabject: Missigmment of Joelored Troops to Theuters of Operation and Cvere
seas Statlions?, copy of which is inclosed.

For the Alr fwdnance Officer:

He Vo JONES
l Incl- - Lir. ,&Q 5&29’!‘, ﬂrdi mptl’
219,21 (3=31~43) Assistant.
dtd S5=13=43.

Yoy
i
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ORDNANCE OFFICER (K=2~34)
HEADQUARTERS EIGHTH AIR FORCE '
APO 633

AAF 586

10 June, 1943
220,

SUBJECT: Colored troops.

TO: Air Ordnance Officer, Washington, D.C.

Many problems pertaining to colored troops have been encountered in
this theater which makes it very desirable that no additional colored troops
arrive here, It is noted that colored Ammunition Companies and perhaps
colored Depot Companies are being sent to this theater, These Companies
cannot be used as efficiently as white Companies. It is requested that

every effort be made to have only white Ordnance Companies sent to this Air
Force,

P. SCHWARTZ,
Colonel, Ord.Dept.,
Chief Ordnance Officer,

cidlonitlodbifion sl ANkl caiaa o el e ot S04l o oo et N ey s

DECIT.ASSIFIED



AG 291,21 (Be3hedi2 JHiBw
;%a;? L3 r *& 2

onent of colored Lroops Lo Thesters of Urerstion v o
f‘«tof
Thotione .

Tommerddne General

'Y

by Adr Forces.

1. In the fopmtion of Ligh foraas e the Jig o doh
f:yf adgdbion 1 vults fo Dedars o Urarstion, or rdctions outolds
the cetbientaY Urdled tntesn, the f‘ollowin~ -olicy will - overn:

b 5 %, A
L,

“&e Lolored treoops will uot he :.m*
sorbhern stations where eondibione
of rersonnei,.

ba Lolored trooss w127 nob be viilized in 2 country
oyalaet Lhe will of thet countryd®s Government, wher the United
Lben Government in the petitioner with respect to the stationin:
I troops in bhe country corccrned,

e In all obther coses, cxeept as nobed in d below, the
diciateh of colored treooons will be accomplished without orl oF P
Jques t or apyesment on the part of the thecter or other commonder
whe v Lo recelve the troops. Luch commanders will, however; be
inferued of opders mnc:emn* the movesment of colored troons to
t?zeir c:emund, and whether units so ordered sre eommanded by white
or colored officers,

d. There will be no positive rectrictions on the use of
colored troops in the British Igles, but shipment of colored units
to the Pritish lsles will be limited, initially, to those in the
ceyvice categorys

te The Commndin- Gereral, fmsy Jir Forces will Lmﬁm
thut colored troops are ordered overseas in a prop wm,cm not lss
than the mrcanm;fa of such troops in his mmanﬁ,
By order of the Jecretary of War:
/8/ Louis Lippmsn

Ldjubant Ganersl.

BABED O Yemo from Gel “DOAP 322,99 Colored Troooc (A=3C-42)

TYYI "7 A COTITTIT T



RECEIVEDR
GhABSIFIED FILE 1o
AW -« AO®

T Y V"7 T A (OO TY' YY" Y-



INDEX SHEET

SYNOPSIS

Military Personnel - 2

Asst Chief of Staff, G-1

Date June 23 193

SUBJECT: Activation of Colored Combat Units in the Army’Airv

TForces

Memo.

Original filed under No. 322 Units

M.

Gy

 MNECT ASSTEIED.



INDEX SHEET

&R, Colored Situation
29/.-2 Rade K MegRe

7] Date June 23, 1943

SYNOPSIS

Hgs., Air Forces, Eastern Defense Command and First Air Force
office of the Air Force Commander, Mitchel Field, N. Y.
Commanding General, AAF, Washington, D. C.

SUBJECT: Letter of Transmittal,

Ltr,

Original filed under No. 312.1 Ltr of Trans,

S

TITT ACCCTETIYY



FILE

From:

To:

INDEX SHEET

DY, v otion onpineer Units

=2t e Car S0, Brig. Gen. (0)

oA 2 7?"@?/@ Date June 22, 1943

SYNOPSIS

WD Hqs AAF, ACAS Materiel, Maintenance and Distribution, Office
of the Air Engineer, Washington, D. C.

Comanding General, AAF Proving Ground Command, Eglin Field,
Florida.
SUBJHCT: letter from Brig. Gen. Grandison Cardner.

1st Ind. .

Original filed under No. 312.1 Correspondence ¥isec.

A. K’. 3’

NDECT ASSTETIED
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INDEX SHEET

FILE : 291.2 Colored Personnel
Date 21 June 1943
SYNOPSIS
From: AC/AS, OC&R, Programs Branch ]
To: AC/AS, Personnel

Egg’m

SUBJECT: COLORED Personnel in Army Air Forces Program

Ra R#L

Original filed under No. 320.2 AAF Program

®

PATENTED




INDEX SHEET

SYNOPSIS

Date June 21, 1943

Programs Branch, Asst Chief of Air Staff, Operations, Commitments &
Reouiremen ts

Asst Chief of Air Staff, Materiel, Maintenance &Distribution
Office of The Air Bngineer ’

SUBJECT: Reassignment of Certain Engineer Aviation Units

Original filed under No.

321 Engineers




HEADQUARTERS ARMY SEE;IS

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

Fl
LS 2 St
j By Authority of
; 1 : Tne Commanding General
- £ " V

jr forsonnel for thfa 96th %?ﬂ}gg_m . of the Army Air Forces
— 7T e

jost, Chief of iir Staff, Personnel, !iilitary Personnel, }D Te.- 19 June 3043 -

gtt'n: Captain R. M. Hockenberry Na.TE i3
FrRom: Asst. Chiefl of Air Staff, Training COMMENT No. 1
AFACT=-3/B/PCH-ivp
71028

Reference is made to Comment #2 of R&R, Same Subject, AFACT=-3, to your office
dated June 10, 1943.

TALLY
NO.

72K,

ROBERT ¥/, UARPER
Brigadier General, U. S. iArmy

1 Inel: Ltr d/6-17-43
subj: Training of Colored \k\
Troops, AG 353, w/1 Incl. 4Q

Forwarded by
AC/AS, Personnel:

AFasp

AFPMP:;ééé%aZN..'e

PLANS & LIAISON;. tees

..
AIR CHAPLAIN¢ ... . .|




.
/,rﬂml::::f,
RN awu%« ’

S e 2




;ﬁﬁ%&ﬁ

INING COMMAND

RESTRICTED

Kt [OTER TN TR S

ARMY AIR FORCES
HEADQUARTERS TECHNICAL TRAINING COMMAND
KNOLLWOOD FIELD, N.C. ’ 64/'04:

(G550, 17 June, 1943

o0 VG
SUBJECT' Training of Colored Troops. S( >SS S i// g‘*

TO: Commanding Genersl, Army Air Forces, Washington, D. Ce.
(Attention: Asszstant Chief of Air Staff = Training)

l. Reference telepgram AFACT 3418, 8 June, 1943, after an analysis
of training reports and coordination with the districts, the figures
attached as Inclosure #l are submitted on above subject.

2o Due to eliminstions, above totals vary in some classifications
from those submitted in telephone conversstion between Lt. Col. Hutchins,
your Headquarters and Captein Doyle, these Hesdquarters, 11 Jume, 1943.

For the Commanding General:

o
e 4 e,

1 Incl
Incl = Treining of Colored @3
Troops
(In trip.)

RESTRICTED

-1 -




Specislty

Officer Treining:

Officer Candidate
School 91

A/b Meteorology
Meint. Enge.
Armament
Communications
Statistical

Enlisted

RO O. Ml

" 14 n

Machinist
1"

Sheet Metal

it 1"
AL 14
f "

Welder
17

i}

Parachute
Rigger

RESTRICTED

TRAINING OF COLORED TROOPS

To
Grade.

Date

Aug., 1943

July, 1943

»

July, 1943

School

0. Ce So, Miami
Beach, Flae

Grand Repids
Yale

"
"

Harvard

Scott Fld.

" "

Scott Fld.

" "

" 1]

Chanute Fld.

" "

Chenute Fld.

1 "
1" "

1" "

Chenute Fld,

i "
" "

Chanute Fld,




Date ‘ Schaool

Link Trainer
Instructor 27 Apr., Chenute Fld.
" 1t 15 Ma}’, " "

Teletype Mech. 18 Mare., Chenute Fld.
1" " 19 Mar e i "
n " 24 M&r s 1" 1t

Motor Vehicle 24 Febe.,
" " 20 Mar.,
" " 31 May,

1" At

_ Cooks & Bekers Jefferson Bks.

Clerks, E & O 17 Mar., Ft. Logan
" Adm. 17 Mar., " "

Supply 17 Mar.,

Adnme. 28 Apr.,

\i]

Adm. 23 June, 1943
Supply 4 Aug., 1943

Armement 2 Buckley
1 1

1" 1"
1"

1"

1t

"

"

i

1)

17 July, 1943

Photogrephy
1t .

Lowry Fld.
17 July, 1943 " "

" 17 July, 1943 moooom
Bombsight Maint. n 1
Power Turret 19 June, 1943 " "

Airpl. Mech. Lincoln
" 1"

n
" ” 1

17 June, 1943
AFI

—2-

RESTRICTED
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B nsis e o oot BTS2

s
=
»

&

Ve
Falty Grad. Date Grad.

. RES;TRECTED

Date

« Y. S. (RM 132
1" 44 1 "

117

Electrical Spec o
Instrument Specs
Propeller Spec.

35
50
35

11 July, 1943
17 July, 1943

1 Aug., 1943
7 Aug., 1943
1 Aug., 1943

RESTRICTED |

-5_

School

Tomah
1t

Chanute Flde.

1 "

1" "
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. Negro Troops

Date June 19, 1943
SYNOPSIS

Asst. Chief of Air Staff, Operations, Commitments
and Requirements.

General Arnold

SUBJECT: Shipment of Negre Units.

Memorandum

Original filed under No. 370.5 Shipments

A. M, S,
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INDEX SHEET

SYNOPSIS

Industrial Hamning Board

Date Jﬂt 18. 1943

¥r,, #11lianfaber, Director, Burean of Program Hequlrements
War Hanpower Commission

SUBJECT: Instructors (Negre)

Original filed under No. -

©~.. 352,11 Instruciors (Hegro)

ARV e
-




. \HEADQUARTERS QEQM AWQAYJEES&@‘RW{;@M

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEE 7
@@@@QY
i @Ewwu

SUBJEC\T: /Aircraft Warning Service Troops for}ﬁsiatic Theater

TO: Agal C/AS, Personnel, (Military Personnel Division) :}j7/ DATE 17 June 1943
|

asst C/AS, OCR (Air Defense Branch) L. qCOMUENT N 1{10172503

1. A telephone call from iMajor Post, Headquarters, Armmy Alr Forces (on temporary
duty at Headquarters, Third Air Force) to Lt. Colonel Kaiser reveals that the Cog-
manding General, Third Air Force has not received orders as directed by the War
Departinent in a secret memorandum for the Commanding General, army Air Forces and
Commanding Genersl, Arwy Service Forces, file OPD 370.5 CTO (26 iay 43) dated 26
tay 1943, subject "4LS Troops for Asiatic Theater,!" and requested in a secret R&R -
dated 31 ¥ay 1943 to the Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Persomel, Military Personnel
Division from the assistant Chief of Air Staff, Operations, Commitments and Require-
ments, Requirements Division, Air Defense Branch, subject as above.

2. It is requested that action be expedited as the War Department memorandum
referred to in paragraph 1 above directs shipment by air by 1 July 1943.

3. It is requested that the Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Operations, Commitments
and Requirements, Requirements Division, Air Defense Branch be advised of the action !

taken on R&R mentioned in paragraph MHN@E"&&{ Pl \ >\)

Colonel, Air Corps 9\)

4

l
'
|

i
s

AC/AS, OCR (Air Defense Branch) : Déjp_g%mni}g , 19437

7o e
AC/AS, Personnel, Mil. Pers. Diy,, Theatgr Bz COMMENT NO. _ 2

E HLKslvq 74951 AFPMP-9B
m”“@%ﬂé% LY E

1. Orders issued from this Gia¥88Ps, June 2, 1943, direecting that
the Commanding General, 3rd Air Force assign the persomnel referred toin para~
graph 1, Comment 1, to Shipment Number pending movement overseas by air 'brans-'
portation and telephone coordination with Office of the A-l, 3rd A:f.r Force, this
date, has confirmed that the orders of this Headquarters were received and complis

with,

2. Priority for air transportation has been established, movement ordery

have issued and co-ordination with Foryeign ﬂir Priorit¥és and Traffic Division, {;.i
Transport Command has determined that. movement to destination is expected to begin

S e S 2 k“\
between June 28th and 1, 1943. - .,, ) //{

) 1O pmevindn
PN

WK

| /. B / o
5 %\/‘/y@/ fxw B ..g,,;.g\g'@RET ggsgﬁtw’”?ﬂ”g; oy
W3 o EnATE R RO, STy
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INDEX SHEET

FILE :p91.2 Race - Negor
‘320.2 8AF Progran,

Daterune 17, 1943
SYNOPSIS

From:

To:

SUBJECT: Coldred Personnel in AAF Program.

Criginal filed under No.  See Bulk Files 281.2 -N t9ko

@

+ PATENTED



INDEX SHEET

291 .2 NVegro Soldiers

Date

. June 17, 1943
SYNOPSIS -

Colonel &, F. R, Scott, J.A. G.D,, Chie?, Spec, Inv, Division,
QOffice of The Air Insrector,

The Adjutant General, Washington, D.C,

Subject: Alleged Discrimination against Negro soldiers

Stockton Field, California,

10th Ind,

:
\
et m-ie

X

o

I

Original filed under No. 333,85 Investigations, Mise,
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v HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES
/ ROUTING AND RECORD SHISER

SUBJECT golored Personnel 1n{Army Air Forceg Program
— }yf u:? z‘ﬁs

7 TR
AC/AS, Personnel, Officers Branch pATEL? Jund 1943
(Lt. Gol. C. A. Clark) o

FROM: AC/AS, 0.C.& R., Programs Branch

TO:

COMMENT NO. 1
WIB:aez/7281/

Attached is Schedule of Colored Personnel in Army Air Forces Program
which revises pages 44 and 45 in Army Air Forces Program dated April 21, 1943.
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BYRON E, BRUGGE
Colonel, Air Corps
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES ~ ra‘éu
ROUTING AND FIlLE s
MO |
-
o B S
SUBJECT: Colored Persomnel in Army Air Forces Program, ; e
—
TO AG/as, S‘tatlstlcal Control PATE “Fie 194
FrRom: (Mr . B. MacCatherine) Commd i NG 1
AC/4S, 0.C.& R., Trograms Branch WIB: ez/728]l~}
P
Attached is Schedule of Colored Personnel in Army Air Forces Pi’éé?mn ’
which revises pages 44 and 45 111 Army Alr Forces Program dated April;g;:?%
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H‘:ﬁégUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET

SEGRET

SUBJECT: . .
. CejJored Personnel in Army Air Forces Program

i
. Ay %

1

W 1
. Dﬁ}%l?“éune 1943

TO: AC/Hé, Statistical Division
tit, Col. C. B. Thornton) R }
FrRoM: AC/AS, 0.C.& R., Programs Branch A-COMMENT INO._ 1

- J1B:aezy/72814
{

¢ 3
Yyen deo

Attached is Schedule of Colored Personnel in Army Air F ;gqggProgfam
which revises pages 44 and 45 in Amy Air Forces Program date “April 21, 1943.
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SUBJECT:

HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES TALLY
- NO.
@
{ﬁ&r”
LA-E/:H
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Colored Personnel in The Army Air Forces Program,

TO:

AC/AS, Statistical Division
(Capt, G, Sharpe)

FROM: AC/AS, 0.C, & R,, Programs Branch

Attached is Schedule of Colored Persomnel in Army Air Forcés Prpéram,
which revises pages 44 and 45 in Army Air Forces Program dated April 21, 1943.
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CRARNATED FOL TYT ETY LT

wabject: Facilitie~ for Jepro Troops,
trender Fleld, Hew Hampshire.

1« The following sebion hus been taken to alleviste the situation
renior Fisld discussed in Lhe shbeched memorandum:

e the Comnanding ceneral, Yirst sir Foree, wag Inforrmed
Ly doebter Qe vhids Lecuguerters 19 way 1945, tant five i
Jese securiby cavbaliope ab Lrenier Yield wers ceferred and
ecould properly oe moveu alsevaere in kip wrea.

be #8 of 16 June L4, two uf the subject pattulions hud
been Loved frow lreaisr field, bwo wers Lo be moved within &
Pow s S5 Aol One Aas Lo Te widn.  the Ucimending Leusral,
First /Air lorce, stubes thst the Tacilitles at Crenier fleld
rre sufficlent to handle one lepro Lle Leve .ecurity vatialion.

‘2, ithertlion im :ixwiw.c‘i v the faed Uhal Uhds porticular dnstance
is only a foreruviner of whai we may expect as colored unils continue Lo
pile wp dn the contimenisl United Steles. in this comscilon, the whole
gubjechk of adr Usse Seeurdty Patbelions was subedtted by this Beudguarters
to your office by weworsndun deted 20 ey 1943, cubjeclt: iy lose
Jecurity settelions.” & deelsion on the cuesbions reised in this menoe
vendur woula fseilitste Ghe handling of Lhe dr sse ceeariby ibabtalion
Pm:i,@m. '

For the Joumanding General, irmy air Forees:.

~ R m

1 Incl:
Memo for DC/S fm TIG
--dtd 19 May 1943.
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WAR DEPARTMENT
Office of the Inspector General
Washington

May 19, 1943.

MEMORANDUM for the Deputy Chief of Staff.

Subject: Facilities for Negro Troopsy Grenier Field, New Hampshire,

! ~3

Ao

1. During the course of asppecial inspection of units stationed
at Grenier Field, New Hampshire, by Major Lawrence K, Blanchard,
I.C.D., of this office, the question of recreational facilities for
negro troops thereat was brought to his attention, His report is as
follows:

a, 7The base was originally built to accommodate 2,200 but
5,000 troops were here at the date of this inspection; at least 2,700
of these are negroes. Hence, housing and recreational facilities
are inadequate., The Camp Exchange Service is seriously overcrowded,
There are four small branch camp exchanges, but these are insufficient,
The Post Theater has a capacity of 300, The Base Commander has found
it necessary to have performances in the afternoons to offer an opportu-
nity to all those desiring to see the shows. There is no adequate ser-
vice club on the base for either white or colored troops, nor is there
a gymnasium or field house,

b, As a result of the crowded conditions, no attempt has
beer. made to provide separate recreational facilities for white and
negro troopse.

Ce _As unfortunate as is the situation with regard to white
troops, it is aggravated for negro units by reason of the lack of out-
side activities. In the city of Manchester, New Hampshire, and vicin-
ity there are no colored sections. Before the base was constructed
there were only two colored families in this territory. As a conse-
quence, it is necessary to transport the negro troops in small details
to Boston, over 60 miles away, for any social activities.

d. The Post Executive, Colonel Black, Air Corps, stated
that several requests had been made for additional facilities but
without results.

2¢ On December 19, 1941, this office submitted a report cover-
ing a situation involving negro troops at Manchester, New Hampshire,
and pertinent extracts therefrom showing the attitude of the civilian
community are as follows:

N AT
,1\‘)‘1\&




- SEGRET,

"The attitude of the Chief of Police of Manchester was
most cooperative and fair, The investigating officer con-
sidered his testimony as true and unbiased, The person who
initiated the complaint in this case through the medium of a
telegram to Senator Bridges of New Hampshire, Mr. Robert M,
Blood, Managing Editor of the Manchester Union Leader, acted
as a representative of the commmnity. Hls attitude, although
not spoken in a malicious manner, was that the community did
not want colored troops present and were not going to have
them present. The testimony of Mr. Blood, which was corrobora-
ted by statements of other influential citizens, was to the
effect that their people are not accustomed to the presence
of negroes and that the presence of this large detachmert in
town created a general spirit of confusion, fear in some in-
stances, and a general uneasiness that, through some incident,
racial trouble might occur at any moment.

3. The majority of the negro personnel of the garrison consists
of five air base security battalions, although there are approximately
300 others in the base detachments. These battalions were sent to
Grenier Field in March preparatory to movement overseas, but it is
understood that their departure has been indefinitely postponed. If.
this be the case, it is believed that they should be transferred to

some post where facilities are available or adequate facilities should
be provided at Grenler Field,

. F .
< BRgAERIen g "W\" Sty O dad
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LT . ban /s/ Virgil L. Peterson
VIRGIL L, PETERSON,
( ' Major General,
The Inspector General,
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to inadequate facilities for negro troop
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# HEADQUARTERS ARMY AIR FORCES

&

ROUTING AND REBOWY SHEET

3202 AF F

SUBJECT: f%lored Personnel in(ATmY Air Torces Program

kS

3
To: | AG/AS, Statistical Division pATE'L7 June 1943
\ (Mr. G. Youngblood) E
:\ JC/AS, 0.C, & R., Programs Branch CoMMENT NO._1
WIB:ae 2./7281/,
3

H

FROM

.
Attached is Schedule of Colored Personnel in Army Air Forces grogram
which revises pages 44 and 45 in Army Air Forces Program dated April 21y 1943,
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AEADQUARTERS ARMY A[R FORCES

TALLY

NO.
ROUTING AND RECQS EET FEES
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Tt 5.
SUBJECT: . ' e |
Cdlored Personnel in Army Air Forces Program :

2.3 0

To: \ AC/AS, Statistical Division NTEL 19 June 1943
lfr, W. Louden) '

FROM: /&S, 0.,C.& R., Programs Branch

Q%ME NT NO ,_3__:_
WIB:aez/’?%SlA
"1 )

Attached is Schedule of Colored Personnel in Army Air Force&w‘:Program
which revises pages 44 and 45 in Army Air Forces Program dated Apwil 21, 1943,

wé’;@, /Q ) ¢

BYRON E. BRUGGE |7
Inel, Colonel, Air Corpsx -
’?Q Schedule . :

Weuins
Traln.

Phote. 1.8

m“;

Pub. b

Dir. | ..

Tl 1.

T 1

Ex

3 Ac

Budy

Freca!

 Thgint.

PN

Org.

EmE %E%g<w
"%}T‘P*:T’

Hial, C.
T

FC

B et

i







INDEX SHEET

FILE

P
(7 £ b, A 7
oy '3
. o
B @ 7&«,@{% * Date June 17, 1943
,51! |
SYNOPSIS

From: Asst. Chief of Air Staff,, Operations, Commitments & Requirements
Programs Branch

To:

Management Control, Manpower Divisich

SUBJECT:

Original filed under No.

Colored Personnel in the Army Air Forces Program

320.2 AAF Program
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/“ HEADQUARTERS ARMY Agm@{ésg rﬁléLY

/ ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET T ILE
NO.
/ X B20.2 -
SUBJECT: ;Eolored Personnel in{Army Air Fore-s Program.
To: AG/AS, Statistical Division DATE]7 June 1943
(Lt. Col. B, Barringer)
FROM!: AC/AS, 0.C.& R., Programs Branch COMMENT NO._1
WIBsaez/ 72814

Attached is Schedule of Colored Personnel in Army Air Forces Program
which revises pages 44 and 45 in Army Air Forces Program dated April 21, 1943.
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\ BYRON E. BRUGGE
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INDEX SHEET

Date June 17, 1943

SYNOPSIS

From: psst, Chief of air Staff, Operations, Commitm ents & Recuirements
Programs Branch

To: Asst, Chief of Air Staff, Personnel, Enlisted Branch
(Lt. Col. T. M. Belshe)

SUBJECT: Colored Personnel in Army Air Forces Program

Original filed under No. 320.2 AAF Programs
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17 June 1943

SUgoCT:  Qolored Personnel in Army Aly Forces Pro

Legigtent O of of Claff, 1F0,
Strategy Division
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HEADQUARTERS ARMY AR FORCES

ROUTING AND REC ORDE @@éﬁf A T/AS
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/ Colored Personnel in the Arny Air Forces Program MM - o
= Tt ,
To: /AS, Statistical Division A428ATE 17 June 1943
t. Col, L, A, Herrington) ’

AC/AS 0.C.& R., Programs Branch Flas

FROM:

‘COMME M,T NO._]
: WIB:aez ; 72814
Ind V "t

Attached is Schedule of Colored Personnel in Army Air Forces Pro Tam
which revises pages 44 and 45 in Army Air Forces Program dat@d Anrll——Fl 1943.
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Attached is schedule of Colored Personnel in Army :%%
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Air Forces Program dated April 21, 1943,
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CONFIDENTIAL

nefer bth Ind. dated 5/20/43 to CG/LLTFTC, Pht. Yorth, Tewsas
PLCTC:  Alleged Discrimination against MNegro soldiers st 5t
Tal., 1tr to Col Dinning from Actg., Civ. Lide to ce
Ao 4/10/43.

- to
ockton Field,
c. of Jfar

el SEPRCSUP RS

10th Ind.

WD Hq Army Alr Forces, Washington, D. G

®
o,

s 17 June 1;;;.
70. The adjutant Generdl, Washington, Il.

s,

1. Report of invesbtigation is altached hereto.

5, It is Lelieved that the usc of reercational facilities at Stockion
1ield is within the meaning of parayraph 3 of the Var Department policy in

such mettors attached hereto.

For the commanding (eneral, iragy Llir Forces:

J. . . SCUTT,
Colonel, J. 4. G. Doy
Chief, Spec. Inv. Division,

2 Ircls. n/c Office of The Air Inspector.
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£ 330.1 - 9t Ind.

Headquarters, Army Air Forees Flying Treining Command, Fort Worth,
N11%1943

To: Commanding General, Army Air Forces, Washington, D. C. Attention:
. The Air Inspector.

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL '

JAMES R. THORN
Major, A. G. D.
sy Assistant Adjutant General

RENEIGEN ]




GOHFIDENTIAL

3%0.14 7th Ind. 3/ mr
Headquarters, Army Air Forces Flying Training Command, Fort Worth, Texas,

Tot Commending General, Army Alr Forces West Coast Training Center,
Ssnta Ana, California.

For explanation recuestéd in Paragraph 3 of 6th Indorsement and
return through this Headquarters.

By command of Msjor General YOUNT

/s/ JRThorn
JAMES R, THORN
Major, A.G.D.

Incl7: Assistant Adjutant General
¥/C

230.14 WCTCR 8th Ind. JLG-dgh

HG, ARMY AiR PORCES WEST COAST TRAIWING CENTFR, 1104 West 8th Stréet,
Sante Ana, California. 8 June 1943,

TO: Commanding General, Army Air Forces Flying Training Command, Texas &
Pscific Railway Building, Fort Worth, Texas.,

1., The facts as shwn in the report of the Inspector General are
correct,

2. The evidence accompanying the report is at fault in that all
testimony should have referred to members of the *55th Aviation Squadron
and *971st Quartermaster Platoon.

For the Commanding Ceneral:

/s/ Wm L, Tydines
WM L. TYDINGS
Colonel, A.G.D.,
Adjubant General

*Colored ¥nlisted Personnel
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GONFIDENTIAL JIRS 1 3m

Subject? A leged discriminetion npainest Heero snldlers st Stockton
Fleld, Onlifornine.

&th Ind.
0 G Arpy Ay Faross, Vashington, T, Ue, Mny 28, 1948

Tet The Commanding Genersl, Avmy Ay Yoress Flying Training Comsend,
Forts worth, Texas.

1o It 12 noted that, by your 5rd Indorsesent, you re-vested from
the Commanding Uenersl, Army Alr Forees Went Const Training Center,
informotion vhether the instructions on the use of recrestional facili-
tine nt Stogkton Fleld ave in commlipnes with policy outlined in letier,
Adjutent OGenersl®s Dffice, Ho. 053.8, Herch 10, 1943, to vhich thad
officer in 4th Indorcement ndvised that these recrentional facilities
wore in complinngs with thet noliey.

2. It i3 noted that the above mentioned npuliey stabos that vheve
tulr OoF nore racss sre included in the gerricon,recreations) fmeilities
will not be de<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>