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wedneeday, Jctober 24, 1917. ‘y

The Committee met at 1333 o'clock a.m., one .

Ben yohnson (Chairman) preeiding. =
%¥r. Johnson. The committee will please come to order. .

xr. Fero, will you take the stand.

STATEMFNT JOF JOUN F. F¥R), 1

SUFER1 NTENDENT, ¥ATLFABLE 18N CJ., F. ST. TS, 1LL. ;

The witneee waes sworn by 4r. Johneon. ‘
ure Johnson. Xr. Fero, will you rpleace give the

gtenographer your name and place of recsidence?

%Xr. Pero. John FP. Fero. 1 live at the 1llmo Hotel,

Zast St. Louie. N
4r. yohnson. w—hat is your occupation? ‘
4re. Fero, cuperintendent of the kissouri Malleable —

l1ron Company. '
xr. Johneon. Tow many men have you employed? ;
ur. Fero. ppproximately 93). . !
ur. Johnson. vthat percentage of them are negroee

at thie time?
4r. Fero. Prom 15) to 2)J. .
¥r. Johnson. 1 say what percentage. :

_ %r. Fero. 1) or 12 per cent. Y
X¥re Johnson. =hen we lmve been dealing with that - ,,«

question we have been dealing with percentagee.

ir. Fero. well, that would be more than that. 1t
would be from 15 to 2J per cent. That ie approximate.
1 didn't look it up positively.

4dr. Johneon. what per cent € your employee Were
negroegs last Jctober?

¥r. Fero. 1 don?t think there would have been any

great change in the percert age. We may have head a
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little greater percentage of negroee last Jctcber. 1 am
not poeitive abamut tha.

%r. Johnson. why do you think that?

ur. Fero. well, eimply becaw e we have not as
many colored men ae we had.

ire Johneon. vwhen did the number of colored men
in your empldy begin to be reduced, if at all reduced?

ur. Fero. lmmediately after the riot.

Lre Johneon. The July riot?

3re Fero. The July riot.
¥r. Johnison. Then did you firet comsence employing
negro laber?
y Lo ur. Fero. We 'ave always employed them.
¥r. Johneson: For how many yeare back?
4r. Fero. Jh, for twenty-five yeare 1 think. Ae
long as we have been in rast St. Touie.
1ire Johneon. Jas the number perhaps grown a little
all aleong?
ure Fero, Ae our bueineese grew,1 think, probably.
:c'r'. Jonnson. 1 am talking about the percenmtage now.
&r., Fero. The percentage may have increared.
I.zr: Johneon. vho lcoke after cecuring labor for
your plent? DO you do ths youreelf?
%¥r. Fero. Usually. We have no labor bureau or
employment agent there.
= ¥re. Jyounson. That then probably falle on you?
¥re Fero. Not altogether, unleee there ie an emer-

gency that has to be met quickly., Ueually the men apply

for work at the gate.

#r. Jonneon. Hae your concern, through you or
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through anybody elge, eought to bring negro labor from
the South to thie place?

¥r. Feroc we heave advertieed in the papere, not
only through 11linoie and “issouri but 1 distinctly
remember advertieing in the Cairo paperi: in a Nachville
paper, and 1 think a paper in vickeburg, Miesieeippi.

%r. yohnson. Yxzen were the Cairo, Nachville and
Vickeburg advertiesemente placed?

xr. Fero, Tarly in Xarch.

.‘;ar: Johnson. Jf this year?

ur. Fero. Yes.

ur. Johneon. How long 3id thoge adverticsements

- run, particularly in the e three placee?

ure Fero. Jne week,

xr., Johnson. ¥Mave you got a cory of any one of
thoee?

¥r, Fero. 1 have a copy in my office. 1 made a
copy of the ad. ag 1 took it from the paper. They were
all alike.

4r. Johneon. Read it, please.

wr’/ Tero. "fanted, colored laborere for foundry
works wagee 82 to £2.6) per days can earn 33 to £3.5)
working piece work. Steady work for eteady men.,"

¥re Johneon. vhat regponee did you get to thoee

) advertieements?
“Ba

%r. Fero. t7e got & great many letters. That wae
bractically all we did get.

Yre Johnson. “ou didn't get any help?

u¥r. Fero. we haven't been able to trace any help

directly from the far south ad., but we have scme from

- . e T R

ol e it ¢

e Tt otk i nY vast ki b 2k e a2

= . —— e .

PP e

3 tdab it seevane $F Aw S L WM At e o

[P

W ke i

wetud

AT T r s PO PRI

P A O S s RIS 22 s G i

T R B RV SIS B D AR 4. RS g 7 bed 7




W

B L s P P

613

cairo. we weren't able to trace any from either Memphis

or Naehville. Memphie 1 forgot to mention. Jur experi-

ence wag-~--1 have all kinde of letters from people that

were directly traceable to theee advertieements, but

they all wanted traneportatim , and we never forwarded
one cent for traneportation. Ve never jaid a cent for
traneportatia .«

4¥re Johneon. what wag the occad on of your advere

v e asemdes

tieing for help in March, 19177
4r. Fero. The growth of buesineee and the scarcity of
men.

ure. Johneon. wae there a scarcity of lsbor here

R e

in uarch?
ure Fero. Yee, our bueinees was growing rapidly and
there wag a ecarcity of men in Faet St. rouie, the claes j
of men that we required. i
¥r. Johnson. DNid you have out any other advertiee- i
mente for labor except thesge you have juet epoken of? :
ur. lero. Yee, we were advertiesing for moldere » s
and young men to learn molding.

yre Johneon, vhere were thoee advertisemente

b Ste st

Placed?

Mr., Feroe They were principally placed in the small
towne through l1llinoie and Miesouri.

%r. Johnson. Did they call for white help or negro
help?

ur+ Fero. vhy, we didn't epecify--~young men, as
1 remember it.
ur. Jopneon. The inference would be that you wanted

white help there, then?
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yr. Fero. Yee, becausge we don't employ negroee except
in unekilled labor.

a ' yre Johnson. You didn't advertiee anyvhere for

S S o At ot L VAT A Wr B 4 kb Amtepard ot WM e i BN

§ white uncekilled labor?

e

’ ur. tero. No, we did not. Tnere ie a reaeson for

that, if you will allow me. That ie thie: Jur work,
. E our busireee, our rlant, ie a malleable iron foundry. :
Jur commuon labor ie very, very laborioue work. 1t ie .
. - not only phyeically laborioue, but it ie very exhaueting. ?
becauce they work in very ot temperatures, and we have ;
' i - , : learned that the white labor will no longer do that work,

R ) and we have to depend on colored labor for that---and i’
- to some extent what ie called "foreign labor" for that £
3 claee of work. 7Thite men won't do that work any longer.

¥pre Johnson. Mave you got escme forg#ign laborere '

in there?
] ur/, Fero. Yes, we have some forelgn laborere.
er: Johneon. About what tercent of your labor ie

foreign?

¥ye Fero. well, our comron labor in foreigners

would take up the balance---very nearly the balance---of

[Pt

125 per cent---between tie difference in the black and
13) per cent. we mve very little common white labore~- 4
that ie, totally unekilled.

¥re. Johneon. vYou have pvractically no comson white

‘5’

native labor?

ur. Fero. Very little in the unekilled part. we

have certain claegee of labor that require a greater or

leee degree of ekill.

ur. Johnson. vwhere did you get thie foreign labor?
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%r. F=ro. Why, they have been here for yeareg---
and their friends. They bring their friende, and they
ccnte2 and g0 from one malleable plant to the other all
cver thie gection of the country.

Xxre. JTohngon. QOf what country principgally are taey
natives?

*r. Fero, well, we have had some Turke. Ve haven't
any now. 7Tne foreign labor now ig principally Armenian.
You underetand we employ moldere whe are polee, and
felllows of that clase, but our unskilled labor i prin-
cizally Armenian.

Xxre Johneon. Armeniane and negroee?

ur, Pero. Yes, eir.

¥r. Johneon. nNid you advertise for the foreignere?

2r. Fero. Yee, eir,

xr. Johnson. ‘Where were thosze advertisemente?

%r. Pero. Thoese adverticements were put in their
pagsrs. One that 1 remember wae in “ilwaukee, and if 1
rezacber right, another in Bostm and an-ther in New
York. They have a few papers and we have to uce them
when =Te are looking for that clage of men.

rr. Johneon. So your advertieemente for help for
all common labor, ungkilled labor, have been in the
parere of foreignere,and in other caperes for negroee?

zre Pero. Yes, eir.

%r. Johnszon. pnO you know anything about the riot?

ire Fero. 1 waen't here during the riot. 1 left
here Saturday night and didn't get back till Thureday
morning. Ve mere cloeed down for our amual inventory

for the firet three daye of the week, and we had had a
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pretty etiff weekx and 1 went away three or four days for
a reet, and 4idn't get back till Thursday morning.

ire Cooper. Ehat do your comnon ladorere do?

“r. Fero. Tell, they fire the furnaces. vTe uze
an air furnace in our proceee out there---or rather, air
furnacee. They fire the furnaces and attend to them,
skimning and carrying out tiae hot slag; carrying the
molten metal to taz molders, and taking out the cast-
ings from the foundry rroper to the cleaning room, in
addition to getting up stock, picking iron and scrap
iron and material ®hich is charged into the furnaces.

ure Ccoper-- You characterized that as very labor-
ious work?

xr. Pero. Taborioue and exhaustive work, yes, eir

¥r. Coopere The temperature in wiich the work ie
performed has a good deal to do with it,hasntt it?

rr. Fero. zround the furnacee it ies very hot.

¥r., cooper. what temperature doee it reach®

3re Fero. well, 1 don't know that 1 could answer
that, resally, but it is quite an increased temperature
over the normal temperature of the cshop or of the atmoe-
phere. A man stande right up againet the furnace and
gtande and throwe coal into that furnace with the door
open at all timegs and when he ie not throwing coal he
ie poking it. Te throwe the coal in and pokee it and
epreads it over tiag firebox, and when that durne out he
throwe in some nore.

kre Cooper. Te hae to keep at it pretiy eteadily
does he?

ur. Fero. All the time, constantly.
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¥r- Coopér. &0 he ie either throwing on coal into

the open furnace door, or poking the coal on the fire

[ P

all the time?

adia

ur, Fero. Yee, eir.

vt v B W

xr. rooper. and the man worke® how many houre a
day in that sort of temperature?

»r. Fero. Well, we run °*wo heates a day, and each man
hae a night heat or a day heat. The night men begin at
varioue timee, beginning at 1 o'clock in the morning
up to 2 or 3 o'clock. When the heat ie out they are 3
through and the day gang picke it up from that. They )
run eight or nine houre perhape. That variee according

L= to the work of the furnacey and sometimes the fire works
better and taey zet out quickers and sometimes they are
delayed a little-

s cooper'. Now the men w0 quit at 1 or 2 otclock
in the morning, vhat time do they begin?

»r. Fero. They begin at 1 or 2 o'clock in the .
morning.,

%¥r.Cooper. and work till how long?

Lre Fero. Till the other gang caaee on, at about 7.
But in the meantime, before they etart their furnace

they have some other ijittle choreS to do around there.

N e et e bR

me have a gang on at night and a gang on in the day, but

the firemen on the furnacee, and the men who fire the

b §
1

nizht heat don't begin firing until 1 o'clock, 2 o'clock
or 3 ofclock, as the case may be.

Xre Cooper. Are there two gangs in the day?

Zre Fero. yo, one gang in the day and one at night.

¥r. coopere Two gange in the 24-hour day?
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- 4re Feroe Yee, sir.
4r. 0o er. nNo they occupy tne whole day in thie work?
" ur. Fero. Ko their work rune from 8, 9 and occas-
° ignally 19 hours.
) » ur. Cooper. and none of them longer than 1) hours?
%r. Fero. Not at work. They d n't work longer than
i ’ that. :
¥re. Cooper. But they etay up longer than that around
N the place?
ur. Fero. .yveg, they get up---the night gang will
come in at half past 5 sometimes, and lay around there,
| but they don't go to work.
- »r. cooper. They get there at half past 5, what do
they do from tmt time on.
*r. Fero. 2ll, they just lie around. They don't
all get in there at that time., They sometimes come in
” there at 6 or 7. They are not obliged to come in there
B | at that time.
Ir. Cooper. And you Ray them what wages?
Xre Tero. vhy, those men working on day work baeie
are get.ing from £2.6J3 to £3.3J.
Lpre Coopere How many of that kind of employees
have you, about?
xr. Fero. Somevhere from 85 to 105, perhaps---a®
nearly as l can remember. '
e 2 ¥re Coopere Do these men all gshovel coal?
ur. Fero, That will be the day gang. Then the
night gang rune perhaps 25 or 35. No, we run egix furnacee,
and there are three or fow men at a furmace. The reet

of the wen carry molten iron to the molders and carry
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out the castings to the cleaning room; get in estuff

from the yarde to charge the furnacee, pig iron and

ecrap. 1n addition to that department, in our annealing

room the conditione are mu&h the same, and there we have

17 amealing ovens where the cagtings are annealegd. Those

ovens are about 15 by 25 feet in area, and they are

working under a temperature of 1535 derrees, or 1522

to 1750 degrees. The castings are packed in pote, and
of course the condition .there ie vexy hot all the time,
and we find that while a few yecare ago we had white men
doing that work, they have gradually, of their own vol-
itian , dropped out, and we find now we have very few

~ white wen in that line of work---a few foreigners and a
nunber of negroes.

urs CoOpere How large ie that room, did yov esay?

»re Fero. That room ie nearly, as ) remember it,

eomevhere about 13J or 11J dy 375.

¥r. Ccoopers and the temperature in that place gets as

high as 15)) degrees? .

%r. Fero. No, the ovene are working at that.

¥r. Cooper. wow high ie the temperature of the roon?

4r. Fero, The temperature would p. obably run up

to 110, 115 or 12) in the summere-~115 at least. Ferhaps

not all over the room, but in epots.

¥re (ooper. Theee men etay in that all day and

work?

ur. Fero. They work there, yee, eir.

frpre (ooper. You eay they dropped out, the white men

did, of their own volition.

&*r. Feros Yes, gir.

.
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s . ¥r. gooper. They eimply couldn't endure that heat,
that'es all?

'r. Yero, well, they could find easier jobs.

»r. Cooper. Vee, but they couldn't endure that het.

¥r. Fero. Fernaps not. We have white men who .
have been with ue twenty-odd years and are with ue yete. ‘

“re.Cooper. vworxing in that temperature?

3 “pre Fero. Yee---well now, 1'm giving you that tem-
perature as 1 guees it. 1 don't know that 1 ever put a
. ; thermometer in there, but ) know it ie very warm in ;
there in the esummer time.

're (ooper. nid you =ay you have men working now,
white men, who have worked 1) houre a day for 15 or 2D
years? :
: *r. Fero. ) don't know that ) would want to be ‘
)ﬁi quoted ae faying that the temperature ies quite aes high
ae that. 1 khow it ie a good deal hotter than the ate-
moepheric temperature. Mow the matter of degreee ies &
pretty hard thing for me to eay. 1 don't want to etate that,
becawee ) don't know it. 1) know it ie a great deal hotter
than it ie in the yard or in other parte of the plant.

r. Cooper. 1le your plant an open shop or closed?

: »r. Fero. Jpen.

G et R AR SIS D % H et e Ve fetmarmmeriodon

»r. Cooper. Yow many Turke have you had working

there for you?

PO

R S r. Pero. vhy, L don't think we have a Turk in the

place now. wWe have had them at different times.

r* Cooper. “Tow many have you had at any one time? '

{ #r. Fero. 1 don'’t knowe 1n fact, } can't tell a

Turk from an Arnenian. '
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) ¥re Qooper. How many Turke and Armeniane have you ?
o 1 had there at any one time? ‘
: ] r. Fero. why, 1 ehould think perhape we had ae many ase '
3 75 or 1)) perhape. VNow wé may have had more; we may :
3 have had leee, but 1 ehould think something like that.
- N o . ) ure rooper. About wiat time wae it you had 75 or
. - 160 Turkeand Armeniane =zorkinc for you? ,
ure. Fero, We have had them in varying quantities é
up to thie egpring but they went to the railroade thie i B
epring. They like to get out door work. . : :
) ur. Ccooper. Then did the negroes take their places? . é ;
f ure Fero. Vhy, in a meaasure, yes. : ..é i
Ve ¥r. Cooper. You had Turke and Arueniane up to thie ) : g
j epring, 75 or 13). They quit, and you think the negroes 4
; took their placee? .
) 1 ¥re+ Fero. Mo, we didn't lose ae many men as that. ;
. we loet our Turke principally; not the Armenisne €0 much. i
They had dwindled down eo that »erhape we lost from 25 %
to 35 thie epring .
‘ ) ¥r. Cooper. Turke? . X
) ¥re Fero. Yee. L 5
Co, e .
; . . T+ coopers WHow many Armeniane? . #e :
§ ur. Pero. Very few if any. :
‘ Izr. Coopere Their places were taken by negroes? ;
%r. Fero. Vee, egir; negroee and Armenianes who came E
b X4 in, not entirely negroes. L

2r. Cooper. where 81d theee other Armenians come

from?

ixr. Pero. Some came from Detroits ecome from dif-

ferent malleable centers.

S 3 cooper’ Vou had your adverticemente in papers
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publiened in foreign languages in thie country?

.';r: Fero. Yee, eire

2T, Cooper. Are the papere publiched in the Armen-
ian language?

%T. Fero. Yes.

Zre. Coopers You had your advertisements in thoee?

%re Fero. Yes,

%¥r. (Cooper. About how many advertisements did
you have in soutiern papere aeking {or black labor?

#re Fero. .lf 1 remember correctly } had one in
fairo, one in »emphie, one in achville, and one in
Vickedburg, riesieseippi. 1 believe thoee were all.

*r. foopere when did you have those advertieements
in thoee papers?

%re Fero. The firet week in “arch.

uT. Cooper. Tast harch?

*r. Fero.' ‘This laet xarch, yee, eir.

¥re rooper. And you had each of those advertieements
in each of thoge citiee for about one week?

¥r. tero. Yes, if ) rewmember correctly, two or three
ineertione.

kre. rooper. Two or three ineertione in each city?

sr. Fero. Yes, eir.

r. Cooper. Yromieing negro hedp how much?

r. fero. 22.6) per day, ) believe. ‘“he wages in
the different operatione were from £2.3) to #2.6) and we
promiced them on a pilece work bagig--~~the men were then
earning from 23.)) to #3.5).

re Coopers £2.6) was what you would tay negro come

mon labor if they came there to your shop?

-
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ur. Fero- Yea. That would depend upon the operation

FAms i S et s Frmn vt e Sk St bos S s Ao ot
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he wae ini #2.23) to #2.6) in varioue operations.

xre. (ooper. That elee in the way of common labor ’
did you have besides these men who did that work in that N
exceeeive heat?

"r. Fero., e had in other deparimente what ie called
white labori that ig, German-Americane, Anericane and
othere.

: Lr. Cooper. TvThat did they do, the white labor,

Germane and Americane®

%r. Pero. fhey do the finiehing procesees; the
grinding of the castinge, chipping, trimming and cleaning. .
i ’ e, _ ¥r. Cooper. That ie comron labor aleo, ien't it?
» wpre Fero. That is, to a greater or leess degree .
gkilled. There ie a certain amount of ekill in that.
1t ien't really common labor, because there ie a certain
3 amount of ekill in it.
ur. cooper, when 1 egaid "common" ¥ meant unekilled.
¥hat other work calling for unekilled labor did you
nhave besides the labor done by these men in thie excese-
ive heat? :
%r. Pero. fThat i8s practically the bulk of our ;
unekilled---practically all of our really unekilled
labor. The only departmente in which---in our finiehing i
department, which ie really ekilled labor-~-not mechanical E

work=-~~we don't enploy mechanice---but they learn to

chip castingei they learn to clean themi; they learn to

grind them, and work of that sort. 1t requiree gae
1ittle ekill but not the skill of a mechanic-~-but more

ekill than the carrying of iron.
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vre Cooper. ¥What wagee do they get?
ur. Fero. well, they work on plece work basis, and i
1 think thoee men earn from *2.75 to #3.5 and #4.3) a
day. '
%re. Cooper. All plece work? ;
. ¥r. Fero. Yee, eir. ;
“r. Cooper. About how many of thoeé did you have?
¥r. Fero. well, there would be, 1 think perhape in i
the neighborhood of 4))y in the varioues departmente.
i Lire Cooper. Those were all white? ‘
}

»re tero. Those were all different nationalitieg---

that.ie, whi te nen, as they are termed, lrich-pmericane, !
ha German-Americans, and ¢o on. '

Yre rooper. All C’aucaeiana?

“r. Fero- All Caucasiane, yes. i

u¥re (oopere Mo negroce in that?

¥r. Fero None in those departments, no.

%r. 0ooper. Vhere else did you have negroee employed
in your factory?

¥re Fero. Jnly in the departments 1 referred to and
in the unloading of coal and iron.

uMre Cooper. What wa$S the effect of your advertieing

in those four eouthern cities, three advertisements a

3 e aF e o b s 4

week in each of them, laet March, for negro labor, prom-

ieing them the wagee that you have juet mentioned?

e et

¥Mre Fero. vhy, we know positively that we got

tome men fom Cairo, a few, but we have no meane of
knowing thet we--~~1 couldn't state positively whether or
hot we got any from the other ade. 1n fact, 1 hardly

think we got any from Nashville, becauese 1 lave a friend
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in the foundry busineee there, &nd 1 knew from him that
labor was scarce there, and 1 hardly think we zot any.

¥r. Coopers MNow the grand jury reported, ae 1 under-
etand, that approximately 8,333 negroee had come to the
city of Taet St. Touie within the last year or year and
a half---or a little more. That ie a moet extraordinary
influx, ar;d if reporte are true, thoueande of them began
to come here and did come after the winter had ctarted
in a year ago. can you account for that extraordinary
influx?

ur. Fero. yo, 1 can't. 1 dontt know, unleee con-
ditione---1 do know thie: 1 know that not only the ne-
groee but others of our employeee wrote their friends
and told them of conditione e re and wagee that were
being 1alds and 1 think it very probably that negroee
cane under those conditione, and 1 know that we got a
lot of white help under those conditione.

Xre. Coopers So the inevitadble reeult of an adver-
ticement such ae you published in thoee four southern
citiee wag %o bring negroee here with the further inevite
able result that they woulé write to other negroee; and
the whole influx then, after liarch, vae in large part
attributable to your advertisemente, waen't it9o

4r. Pero. No, 1 misunderetood ycu. 1 understood you
to esay that the influx began & year ago, before the wimt er.

kT¥e Cooperes At that time.

¥re Fero. 1 eay, 1 think it ie poseidle that that
writing-=-now 1 dm 't know that there w: ¢ any writing
after 4arch.

¥re. Coopere Rut the rrobabilities are that negroee
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> who came here in responee to your advertieing would

; write letters to the South about their coaming here, :

> E 3
; about the wagee, end eo forth?

ur lero. That ie a poesibility, yes. «
ur. Cooper. and that information would go broads :
cagt from one community to another, wouldn't it'?

¥re Fero. 1 want to say that 1 don't think we

' ever got a negro in reeponese to our advertising--~or
at least we couldn't trace any, except from the city of

b et w L

Cairo. we kxnow some that came from there but )} dont't

"

] think we know of any caming fra other placee. h
; ¥re Cooper. Did every colored man who cane to agk '
- employment of you, meet vith your inquiry rhether he
had read your advertisement?
%r. Fero.. No, 1 don't think eo.
#r. Coopers. Mow otherwiee did you try to trace them?
3 ur. Fero. well, there were cageg vhere men came
with an ad. and would ehow hie ad. and eay that he eaw
thie in the parer; and 1 know wve got eome from Cairo, but
other placee 1 don't know aboute.
¥r, COoper' But you said a moment ago you couldn't
trace. MNow you.didn't try to trace any if you didnt't |
agk them if they came as a result of an advertisement.
:zr., tero. No, we made no effort to trace thenm.
%r, Cooper. So, ae a matter of fact, [cu don't know

® e how many came ag a reeult of your advertieement.

!ﬂr'. Fero. No, our only meane of knowing would be

ey

the talk of the men in the plant.
ur. Raker. About vhat ie yocur agg¢ ur. Fero?
nur. I‘ero. Sixty.

! Xre Raker. How long have you been in Facst Ste Touis?

oo i ey Sy, v ——— - ey e ——T
ey B e e 3 e e g ey e g = oWy e PO o ey e Y T 6 T T e e % - —— o — - PR ——— At




Lt -~ o eeba e e s e VTho o AP AN]SR G, 8 SN i g P Ay o e 1 S o NSNS

18 707

.
s
s
A
b eashenion meaBalirda 1) bbb St s et

i

%r. Fero. About nine ycarse.

©
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%r. Raker. Are you & man of family?

ATy
-

ur. Fero. 1 have a son and two daughtere.
4p. Raker. They are living here with you? ’
ure Fero. Ny daughtere are here. Ny son ie in

Chicago. i
¥r. Raker. wWhere do you make your home?

¥r, Fero. At the lllmo Hotel.

[T

xre. Raker, How long have you lived there?

[,

%r. Fero. Ever eince 1 have been in town.

ur. Raker. That ie on kieeouri Avenue?

¥r. Feros Right acroee the street here.

) -, ¥re. Raker. TRight acroee from where thie building ie?
!ﬂr.. Tero. Between Collineville and Tourth, on ¥iseouri
: Avenue,

¥r. Raker. well, it ie right on the corner.

: | . ur. Fero. 1t ie bounded by those three streete,

uieeouri, Collinsville and Fourth Street.

B e

urs Raker. And diagoma’ly acrose from the votel ie

PN

the 11linoie ctete RBank?
¥r. Fero. Yee, eir.
. ure Raker’ Right oppoeite, acroee Collineville

.

Avenue, 1 see & sign there "White Dentiete.® vyhat do

[

you call that bvilding?

2 ¥r., Fero. ) don't know. That ie on the corner of

Collinsville and isesouri Avenue. 1 don't know vhat

the name of that building is. There ie¢ a cigar etand right

on the corner. '

Lr. Raker. And what building ie on thie other corner? o F
¥re. Fero. 1 think th# ie called the Bowdle Bullding.

1 am not eure about thate BRowdle did own it at one time.
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> ¥r Pakere what ig the name of the bark in the 1llmo ‘
Hotel?
’ xre Fero. The Union Trust and Savinge, 1 think ie
the name.

¥r. RPaker. vou are quite well acquainted with the people
here in Fast St. Touie, are you not?

¥Xr. Fero po, 1 am not. 1 am not a mixXer. 1 have

s\

a number of friende, a very few, but 1 know very few

reople in the eity.

o S e el T sk B o e o Skt Al

xre Raker, Wvell, you are acq-ainted with the bankere?

wran

ur. Feroe Yes, 1 know some of the bankere. 1 know

T
Bl g

them 3ll, 1 think---that ie, thoge right in the city
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- here. V
ur. Raker. And the merchante? ;’"
“r. Fero. 31 know a few of the merchante. 1 meet
them perhapes at the Rotary Club or esamething of that kind. ¥
¥r. Raker. vou are a member of the Rotary Club? i
ur, Pero. vee, eir. .
¥r. RBaker. About how many memberg of that club are
there? é
ure Fero. 1 think 5) or 6J. ’ '
Zﬁ;" Rakers. Are there any other organizationa you t
’ : belong to here in Fast gt. Louie? !
31': Fero. That ie the only organization 1 belong
to in Fast st. Touise )
s ur. Raker. <You don't belong to the Chamber of

Cormmerce?
4re Fero. vell, my company doee, and 1 go to it oc=
casionally. TEither the prezident or 1 attend the meet=

inge.

e em g e i R T T d S e Oy U U U USRS S e mmee e e e~ oy o e e T e,




TR T RATE TR S nrsnp o
-1

AR

Sreene o 1 W

PRI,

ure vRakere well, you are acquainted more or lecs
vith those men who belong to the crgamization?

ure. Fero. Yee.

3re Raker. Are you a mewber ¢f the Committee of
‘ ne Hundred?

¥r. Fero. vhy, our company i=, 2nd 1 have attended
some of the meetinge, and the Fresident attendes eome
of the meetinge.

%r, Paker. Tell, the Committee of Jne ™undred doeen't

coneiet of individvale by name only, but come individuale

and Some companiee?

: ) ¥+ Fero. T.et me get that rigit. Yhen the Commit-
) tee of Jne Hundred wae Tormed 1 waen®t “eres 1 wae out
of town. Jur president went down to the meeting, and
later on ) attended same of the m-stinge. pNow ) an
; . not sure vhether my name fe on the record there or his.
rr. Raker. vell, have you beer rrescent and partici-
vrated with thie Committee of Jne “undred.
] 4re. Fero. At a numter of the msctinge, yee.
j ure Raker, Now going back to ycur bueineee, 1 want
‘f ‘ to find out what you maintained relative to separate
reet z:oome for the colored people t'rgt;{;:orking for you,
and sepatate reet roomg for the white people.
ure Fero., We have not vhat ie termed a "regt room.®

we have a separate part, and a locker room for the two
racee.

¥re RBaker. Juet a locker. Tach one hag an indi-

Fspesapaereet TS LG G e T S
I
’

vidual locker?

%re. Fero. ZFach man has an individuval locker and
key.

' ¥r. Raker., 1ln a big room?
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%r’ Fero. Yee, a very large room. We have the
eecond ;loor, which ie the top floor, of one of pur
buildinge. e have about four-fifthe, or perhape a little
more of it given to the whitee, and the other to the
colored.

¥r. Raker. vwvell, ie there any divieion in the
room?

r. Fero. 1t ie abeclutely divided, even the etdir-
waye. Jf couree they can climb over the rail and get
into each othere rortione if they want to.

ur. Rakxer. 1e there a geparate stairwvay going into
the coloreé room and a eeparate etairway into the white
room?

¥r, Fero. Yes, 8ir.

Mr. Baker. PFut in the room there ie just eimply a
partition?

4r, Fero. There ie a partition probably eix or
eight feet high.

Lir. Raker. Solid partition?

Lre. Fero- (Concrete.

¥r. Eaker. Now you have nothing there for tﬁiee
men eave and except a locker?

¥r. Fero. Vashing facilitiee and lockere; showers
and bowle and lockere.

Zr. Raker. Yot and cold water?
4¥r. Fero. Hot and cold waters and the room ie

heated. The gstate factory inepector hae commended us

about it.
ure Raker. are there eeparate bath roomso
¥r. Fero. geparate ghcuere for the colored and

eeparate ghowere for the white, and the bowle for each.
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ure paker’ How lcng have you maintained that?

¥re Fero. 1 think about two yeare.

e

ur. Raker. Now have Jyou anything €lee provided for §

1 your working men except what you have juet deecribed? :

" ur. Fero- vou mean recreation?
£ ur. paker. Yees .
E %rs }ero. 0, we have nothing of that kind. ,
4 xr. Raker. +vou have no place for them to get out .
5 in the open, in the yarde or fo get out in the sun, vhere .
& X ' they can have s 1little recreation of any kind? '
, i K ur. Fero. Not during working hours. They don't have
i time. ‘
’ ; - %r. Rakere Your plant ie fenced off, ientt it? ’
:i 4re. Pero. Yee, eir.
a r. Raker. 1t i in a yard and they have to go '
through your gate to get in?
’ é ure lero. Yee. .
3 xr. Paker. BPRut vhen they get in the gate there ie
no place theére for them to reet or to lounge--no reading
4 room?
%r. Pero. Mo, no reading room or anything of that
kind.
: %r. Raker., NoO magazine room, mueic room or anytlnng? N
of that kind?
1 uzr. Fero No, eir. :
== r., Raker. Now what has your campmmy done towards
providing anything for theee men outeide of the plant? \
mything?
¥r. Fero. =ell, we are conmributing to the Y. . C. A.
and to amueemente of that kind. Ve are taking an active )
part in that.
!
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%r. Raker. Have they a colored Y. . C. A.?

kr. Fero. 1 don't thirk there ig cne here. There

WY beer A iy G Pnmny e b

ie work being done by the V. ¥. . A. Secrétary amcng those

people. 1 don't think ther have reached that. in fact, ;
we have nothing of our oim yet. Ve haven't really a build- ‘
ing of our own of the Y. . C. A.

' Xre Raker. 'ere in raet St. Touie?

zr. Pero. Mo. The women have roome, and the Raile .
road Y. ¥. C. A. There ie work being done by the Secre-

’ ”? tary or field Secretary of the V. ¥. C. A. among the

colored people.

-,
“FE

"
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ire Raker. !ow where can theee people go vhen they

g

e

get through with their work? “Jave they got any place
of amusement except the moviee? 1le anything provided
for them with thie grest manufacturing center here with !
; ' €0 many peo,le? 1le there anything rrovided for them here
in Faet ste Touis?
Xr. Fero. 1 don't know of anything except the
moviee and their homee.
Xr. R"aker. vell, now, moet of these men---or half ‘
of them---are gingle men, aren't they? ’
%re Fero. A gz'-eat many of them are, of courge. i
4r. Raker- They haven't any place to go except
the moviee and the =alcon? 1len't that it?
4re Fero. TFxcept that the Armeniane maintain their

coffee rarlore. They are nd usvally---not generally

»

eppaking---ealoon men, the Armeniane. They go to their
coffee parlors and eat, and drink coffee and emoke cig-

arettee,.

“r. Paker. Vour etatement ae to your plant there,

the alleable lron Company, would that apply generally

e em——— = - — e oy v o
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to the reet of the concerne employing men here in and
about vast St. Toule, eo far aes you know?

r. Fero. vhat etatement do you refer to?
%r. Pakeér. Ae to the iroviesicne for the men, recre-
ation and o forth?

%1/ Fero. 1 don't know of anybody employing men
alone that have a rest and recreaticn room. There may
be one, but 1 don't know it. The man'e work ie cm tinu-
oue and he hae ho time for recreation during working houce,
except during the noon hour, and we have a half hour
noon in order to let the men get out at half raet 5 and
get home early at night.

Xr. Paker. Tw™ell, all your yeople come in at the
came gate?

¥re. Fero. e have cne gate.
xr, Raker. no you mainta:n an employment office?
ure Pero. well, not in the senee---not in a strict
eenee. The watchman at the gate knowes vhether the fore-
man wante help or not, and if a man comeg==-

4r. Raker (mmterposing). He ie the man that attende
to that feature?

%r. Fero. e ie the man that telle them whether we
want help or not.

¥r. Raker. and they come to the gate to get employ-

ment?
¥r. tero. Yee, eir.

¥r. pakere Have you had a strike in the last two

e o

SR A e Nt AL Fo s o sl S U AT b

B vad Al e rio e e

fa% e

]

PPN

Pt

yeare in
&5 o

lection.

e e - A Ty e . g = oy F ron e | T o e Y

your plant?

Fero. we have never had a strike in my recol-
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»wr. Faker. vhere were you on the 28th and 29th of
Yar, thie year?

*r. Fero- The 28th of May---wae that the night of
the firet riot?
ir. makere Yee.

uyr. Fero. 1 wae in my room at the "ctel that nighte--
the 228th of *ay. 1 remember that very well.

%r. Raker. Ry what occurrence do you remecber 1t?

ure Fero. Becawe 1 heard the crowd vhen | was
ready for bed. 1 heard the noice of the crcwd at the
intereection of theese four etrecte here.

4
1 [
{
4

_re Faxeres And you didn't go out to gece vhat was :

4 s, going on?
#r- Feroe HNo. !
»pre Raxere 7Tell, did vcu inquire the next day ae
to the corditione?
) %re Fero. Yee, 1 heard the next day what it wae. §
' %r. Raker. Vhat wae it that you heard?
3 xr. Fero. 1 heard the next day that there had dbeen .
j a meetirg in the City Hall and that the crowd came -ut :
J from the €ity Jall and aesaulted or attacked scme colored

people.
. xr. Raker. vell, did you make any investigation
ae to the cauce of thie riot?

Lr- Fero. HNo.

b

%r. Eaker. 'ave you or your firm, or anyone inter-

oot e e TET ST
d

ested, or éid they at that time}make any inquiry as to
the cause of the riot?

Lr- Fero. No.

xr. raker. DnO you know?

' xr. Fero. Not that 1 know of.
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¥r. Rakers Tram yocur cbeervation here vhat wae the

cauege oY the kay 28 and 29 riot?

ety

: E ¥r. Fero. You muet remember 1 am under oath to tell
| the truth. - _.

kre. raker. Thgt ie what 1 am aeking you.

-

%re Yero. 1n my opinion that rict wae directly
caueed by the meeting in the City Yall that night. That

ie my opinion of it. The crowd came out, ae the newspapere

e ah i e

° reported it, and 1 heard that the crowd came di rectly
from the city Yall =nd began very ghortly after that to !
make trouble,

ir. Raker. Yhat 1 am trying to get at is, vhat ie

W oer A ok e

Yz the moving cauce for a rioct of that kind? vhat ie back
of it? You live here now, and stop a;t. the 111mo Yotel
right acroes from the center of the town and you hear a
good many people talk as to vwhat ie going on in Tast Sto
Loule. That igs the prime, moving cause, if :}cu know? ‘
Yre Fero. vhy, 1 ehould think, in my opinion---
which may or may not be right---my opinion ie it ie the
antagoniem : of the labor unions to colored people.
That ie my opinion of it. That may or may not be right.
Lre Paker. vthat did you or your firm do now to
alleviate the situation between the 28th of Zay thie year and

the 1let of July?

¥r. Fero. 1 don't know of anything we could do.

Iy

e did nothing. we puraued the even tenor of our way.

[,

We aseumed that that wae a little epaem and that wae all
there was of {t.
‘ kre Paker. vhate?

#r  Fero. we acsumed that thie thing had come up

e
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P
} and wag over. 'ﬂev did nothing. vwe knew of no condition
' that existed with ue that we could in any way alleviate.
N e new no condition existed with ve that would cause
f anything of that kind. OJur men vere workirg for ue; were
z eatiefied and werq working eteadily.
f ¥r. raker. asnd there wags no camplaint?
f 3re Pero. lo complaint. Ve had no trouble of
; any kind. Fveryone wae satiefied with their work and
. wages, and we were getting along very happily. we had
‘ no trouble in our plant, and we knew of no trouble in our
:’ plant. ’
Lr. Raker. well, 1 think that ie all.
: | W %re+ Foses, Tow long have you besen superintendent of
thie plant?
; uTre Feroc, 1 think nine yeare the lst of February.
: 4r. Tose. where ie it located?
: ¥re. Fero. At 15th strecst and Southern Railway.
) ur, TFoee. wow far away from the City Wall?
i ¥r. Fero, Thirteen or fourteen blocke.
' “re Foeg. Down in the colored settlement?
é ¥re Pero. No, it is eaest. HWHere ie 4th etreet
i ; out here and here is 5th street (indicating)---thie

corner here---and we are ten blocke east and three blocke

PEr.

gouth of Broadway.

——

¥r, Foes. There did the colored element of the

N city 1live, mce tly?

P

¥re Fero. Farther south, thoee of the southern
. portion. Then there ie a eettlement in the north.
¥r. Foes., which ie the larger settlement, the eouth-

ern or the northern?
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? V %r. Fero. 1 have never seen the northern portim. !
. Mr., Foee. Did you have any guards or watchmen around ;
your plant ordinarily? 3
: ¥re Fero. Alwaye. :
> 4r. Fogse. How many did you have prior to the riot? j
ur. Fero. Ve had two night watchmen 7vho made the j
round, ringing in the fire boxes. That ie the fire patrol.
’ Then we had our night force, you know, that were on X
there, but they weren't guarding the plante--two night
watchnen. Ve didn't think it neceesary to guard the
) E Jlant except from fire. }
, a 4re. Toge., Did you increase the number during thie ;
3 - period from the 28th of 3ay until the time of the riot?
] Did you increase the number of watchmen at all? 5
4 ure. Fero. 1 don't think we didi to the beg of my
recollection. . :
. i ¥r. Foee., Or afterwards? »

Mr' Fero. After July we did.

¥re Tose. After July you increased them abouw how
many?

¥re Fero. 1 think we had eight or ten patrolling, ¢
walking around the ineide of our fence at night. )

ure. Foee. Did the riote in any way interfere with i
your bueinese? §

k ¥Mr. Fero. Yee, very materially. !

iJ

"

] Mre Poseg. 1In what respect?
. Xr. Fero. vell, by our men 1leaving town.

¥re Foes, Dnid any of your employeceg feel that ne=-
cegeity of moving out of town?

¥re Fero. Yee.

e
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4r. Foee.. Where did they go?
i ) ure Fero. 7To st. Touls.
¥re Poese (@ you state vhat number of men re-
moved from Faet St. Louie to St. Louis? j
¥r. Fero. No, 1 can't, :
¥Nr. Foes. Are any living over there at the preesent
: time?
> ure Fero. Yee, there are a number going back and
’ forth on the etreet cars, and over the Free 3Sridge.
¥re Foes. Vhy do they live there at the present ‘
. | time, do you know? 4 ;
) ur, Fero. They are a little afraid to come back b
o yet. That ie, that is the way they exprese themeelves.

¥r. Foee. wae your buesinece interfered with in

TSR

any other way, that you c¢m state?

kr. Pero. No, ) den't know of any other reason

for the interference of our bud nees, except the abeence

Ny e pE S AL

of the men. That was of course temporary.

¥r. Fose. How long did that laet, the abeence
of the men? Were you loeing mei from the time of the
firet riot down t> the time of the eecond?
%re. Fero. No, we didn't loee €0 many men then. *
¥re Foee. But after the gecond riot? ;
¥r. Fero. Jur lose began with the gecond riot.

1n fact, we did very 1little bueinese-~-our plant wae

i

ghut dowvn Saturday night before the 4th until Thureday
morning for our annual irnventorys and we were supposed
to start in Thureday morning. We etarted on a very sumall
scale, and 1 think it took ue from a week to ten days

to get to running our normal production again---at leaet
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K y a weeke.
’ ’ . ; %' r. FPoeg. wow many men showed up the morning after
the riot? ,
N : Xr, Fero. 1 dontt k;‘low. E
ur. Foge. were you cut dovn half?
e - © xr, Fero. Jur production wae cut-down, 1 think,
fully 8J rer cent. :
) T 4¥r TYoese w=at ie it you mmufacture? ,
) # 4%re Fero. Xalleable iron castinge. i
] ur. ¥oge. po you gend them all over the country? §
s . % . ¥T+ Fero. 1n thie immediate vicinity,» from here to ;
’ chicago. ;
) “ ure. Yoeee Fut through these central statee? !
% N * ur, Fero. Yee, eir, ;
1 up, Toes. DO you have a large bueineee? f
; ure Feroe we are turning out about 5J tons a day, :
: - of finished castings. ;
4 ¥r. Poes. are you increasing your busineee? }
yre Fero. 1t has been increasings 1n the paet
year or year and a half businese hae been abnormally :
good, of course. :
] 4¥r. Toee, a2t the present time are you back in a é
normal condition, =o far ae labor ie ca cerned? 1
¥r. Pero. Vexy nearly. <
¥r, Foes. Are ryou employing as many men ag you did ?
- before the riot? %
!ar: Fero. No, 1 think we are just about 1)) men '
ghort of what we were before the riot. 1 s

! ¥r. Fose. Do you deeire any more labor at the : :

present time?
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o
x¥r. Fero. ¥e have until Juet now. There 1= a
temporary 1lull juet now, but up to within the last two
or three weeke we could have used those hundred men to
gc;od advantage.
4yr. Foeee DNuring the riot did you call upon the
ayor for protection of ycur plant?
¥r. FTero, %vell now, 1 am not 0 sure zbout that.
As 1 =ay, 1 wae out of town.
Lre Foee’. You don't imow whether any of the offic-
iale of yur plant aeked for military protection, 4% you?
ur Fero. %Yo, 1 dm?tt.
ir. Fose, 7You say you have had no strikee in your
hatl concern?
¥re. Fero. 1f we have it wae before my time.
E ure Foee. And you run an open shop?
j? ure Fero. Yee, eir.
uy, Foee. And alwaye have?
E ¥r. Fero. Alwaye.
1 ¥r. Poee. There wae a etrike, wae there not, in
Fast gt. Louie in thie past year?
] %r. Fero. Jh yee, there was a strike---an Aluminum
' Jre etrike.
¥r. Fose., Yae there a etrike in any other plant?
¥r. Pero. vell, thsre wae no strike anything
- l1ike that. There may have been some little trouble that

came up, that may have deen settled quickly. 1 am not €o

eure about that. But that wae a long drawm out etrike.
¥re Fogs. That lasted a number of monthe, 4id it?
ur’ Fero- Yee, eir.

.

X¥r. Foes. ¥HoOW many monthe, would you say?
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MT. Pe;o. 1 think it began in the early epring, ;
and 1 don't thi k it wae definitely settled until after i
the July riot.

¥r. Foee. 1 vant to agk you a queetion about advertie~
ing. 7You zay you advertised in the early part of %arch
for labor. Have you in previoue yeare advertieed at all
for labor in southern ne epapers?

re Pero. No, not to my recollection.

¥r. Foes., Thie ie the only time then that you have

1 done any advertieing?
ure Fero. (Conditione were abnormal thie year. :
There never hae been business in our line like it has
been in the last year.
¥r. Foee, well, in your judgment wae there any
state of affaire such ae might be called "colon¢zing®
of labor on the part of any of the industrial establiehe
mente?
} ¥r. Fero. No, 2iri 1 don't know of any. 1 never
have heard of any.

kr. Foss. Hae any charge been made that colored

people were brodght in here for pol%tical purpoees, do
a you know?

¥r. Fero. vhy, 1 think 1 have geen that in the
raperg, but 1 am not a politician. 1 eimply go and vote,

and ] don't know much about politice in Fast St. Jouis.

e X¥r. Fose. <vou have egeen it in the papers. Wwhat
papers?

Mr. Fero. The local papers. Ve get the st. TLouis

and Eaet St. Touls papere,

¥r. Foee. yhen was that? Did you gee that thie

year or last year?

2 i
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¥re Fero. About the time of the riot.

TN e e

¥r. Foss. You were gpei ing about the cause of the

riot, in your judgment. Have you ever given any estudy

O s

to the 'remediee for a eituation such ae exieted in Faset
St. TLouis? What ig the preventive of a recurrence of sucth

a condition again, in your judgment?

Ve s s

¥r. Fero. That ig a jretty broad queetion.

¥re Foee. Yee, 1 want to ack you if you have ever

2 WS- g

given any etudy to the gubject.
¥r. Fero. Yee, it i¢ a matter that hae come up

in that time. 1t is a matter to vhich a great deal of

P -t e

thought has been given. 1 have believed in gegregation,

N

e for one thing. 1 don't know that that would etop the
trouble.

¥r. Fose. 1n eegregation you eay®

- en Ty

¥r. Fero. Yee.
. X¥r. Foee. what would be}'your idea on that point?

¥r+ Fero. My idea would be to get the colored people
in a certain portion of the citys give them every t;a-
cility and every convenience that the white people have;
be sure that they have comfortable homeej get the colony
sufficiently large---if you want to call it a "colony.*
1 have talked to eome of the negroes along thege lines,
get a section of the city sufficiently large 2o that
they might have their own little grocery etoree, and in-
gtead of every other store building being uced ae a church,
that they might have a church of each of the di{fferent
denominations suffid ently large to secure an able man
for pastor and support him, a man who could be not only

their epiritual advieer but their temporal advieer as
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well. How 1 be11e§e that might remove scme of the 111
reeiing that there ie againet the blacke in Fast gt.
Touie.

ure. Paker.‘ pld you say that they were op,oeed to
eegregation?

¥r+ Fero. well, they don't 1like it.

¥r. Raker. They don't?

ur. Fero. No, but 1 told them not to consider it
segregatiqm. 1 told them in that case they would have
a vard of their own; and undoubtly if they were in the
ward they would have representation in the city govern-
ment, and 1 thought eventually all thoee thinge would
work out for the best intereete of the white and colored
people in Faet gt. Touiee Now if the commiccsion form
of goven uent comees up, that will take away the poseibile
ity of their reprecsentation in the city council. 1 be-
lieve thdt ie the solution of the question in Taet St.
Toule. Give them decent living conditime in a section
by themselves, vhere they can have good minieters, ablse
ministers and men who will advice them not only in espire
itual mattere but in temporal matters,

¥r. Raker, what are you going to do about the za-
loone?

%re Fero. 1 think the ealoon question ie being
golved pretty rapidly now. 1 am inclined to think that
Faegt St. Toule will be a dry town before many years.

1 am expreeeing the eentiment 1 hear expressed, and that
ie that the eentiment ie very much againet the saloone
of Rast st/ Touie. 1 am not expressing my personal view;

1 am expreesing what 1 hear. pnd there ie certainly one

A\
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s - thing, that if liquor keepe climbing in price ae it has,

j
the question will settle iteelf. g
: ur. poester. 1 want to aek one or two questione. :

e

1e you plant part of what ie known ae the United gtatee

Steel cCorporatiom?

hr’ tero. No, eir; we are a malleable plant. We :
; are separate. We are our own corporation, a geparate

concern.,

>

¥r. Foeter. <vYou are not eubeidiary to the United
States Steel Corporatim?

%r. Fero. we are not subsidiary to anything.

¥r. Foster. Now thie abnormal bueiness that you 1
gpoke about, thie large bueineee, what did it conciet of?

4r, Fero. 1t ig our regular line of work, only in
greater quantity.

¥re. ¥oster. vour r2gular line---not cmtracte
for the Goverment? f
1 ¥r, Fero. we had indirectly some work. ¥or in-
etance, we were making castinge for some people who made
camp rangee for the Governument. But we don't make any.
thing direct. We nmake the rough castinge, and we made
theee castings for the men who were building rangee for

the Government.

4r., Foster. wae there anything elee that you had,
that went into the Govermnent bueinesgs?

Aa yr. Fero. Not directly. we w>re making car caste

ings for the American Car and Foundry Company, and some

§ of them were ordered by the Government, and some of them

by the Russian Government.s But 1 am not €0 sure that

the United Statee Jovernament had anything to do with the .
Rueeian lot. i;
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’ 18/24/17 Ur. Foster: Was lador scarce last farch in the !
AX
JWA City of East St. Louis?

Mr. Pero: Oh, yes, sir. That is, labor was
scarce in tnis way: VWe had orders on our books and f
were a long way benind on our oriers, and we were trying
to increuse our organization 377 sver the west .

Ur, Foster: You cofld not get enough men here

in the dty?

¥r. Pzro: No,=-sir, ;
MUr, Foster: Was it the case Wﬁe&ﬂﬂ .

Ur, Pero: Well, sir, not so much so.

Ur, Foster: Say, in October? ’ ;
Mr, Pero: No. Business was still very good at '
that time and increasing. '
Mr. Foster: Ard there was no scuclty of lavor?
Mr, Pero: Not the sxtreme scarcity that there wus
in the Spring.
Mr. Foster: You said%ese colored people wrote
ai ’ to tneir friends back in the South. How do you know
3 . tnat?
¥r. Pero: Wz211l, I have heard the men say that they
wrote this fellow and that fellow.
Mr. Foster: Can you give us the namesof one of them?

Hr. Pero: I don't taink I could. In fact, I don't

i

Kknoa Tre names of many 0@ @My mene
MHre. 008Ter: DBHus you think tais coiorsd labor was d
brought in by colored people writing to their friends back
in the South to come to East St. Louis?
¥r. PeA‘S: I don't want to say that was it entirely.

g e e e e e
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1 think some of that was done; hov much I do not know.

Hr. Foster: VWhat do you notice as to the
attitude of colored people coming from the South into
the YNorth, to a place like East St. Louis?

Ur. pero: I don't believe I grasp the question.
Mr, Fostar: What is the attitule of a colored

man coming from the South into the North, say to a place

)
VR T o

1ixs East St. Louis? I mean does he put on an air of
m‘dortance mcre then he had = would likely have shere he

Rt

.g i
L

~ S
g

cane fram?
. Ur. Pero: Well, sir, I don't know from my ow

But some of the

§Ehn

et WERE W

¥

obeervation that he doss or does not.
colored people tell me that these fellows coming from the

,4
* Wh

: South are not like the colored men who have lived here.

e
- L

Dymer
Now,Athe olored people tell me that, but from my own

observation I don't know. o
Mr. Foster : You don't kxnow as to that?

Mre. Pero: 1o, I don't.

slseosty
Mr. H What do they say is the difference

«Q

4

ren

between them?
Ur. pero: VWell, they seem to have a senss of free-

1° dom or wrong idea of the freedom that they have here.

w ebe e nevedn B

. Ur, Raker: They have a misconception?
o Mr. Pero: A misconception of freedom, yes. A
“ man told me the otnea day - one of the prominent colored
men of the tosn = that in the South the whites hal con-
trol of them and when they got up here tiecy seemed to
think that nobody had control of them.

| j -
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1R%’.-‘zley?

Yr., Pero: Yes. I don't know that that applies

Mr. Foster: They sort of turnsd loose, 4id

to all of them. I don't unow that from my ovn obsarvae
tion.

{r. Cooper: They acted sort of liks{the white

pezsantry of Russia just released from thraldom is aaid
5 to be acting in Russial
o Hr. Pero: That may be the case.
T Mr. Cooper: They act as any human being will #ho

PO

has been ke?t down for a century. Yot khowing he had
¢ - any rights, he misunde Stands whzt his liberty is, white
1 or black. Is that so?

Mr. Pero: I thinxk likely, from wnat they think,
that would be the explanation of it.

Mr. Foster: In your opinion, has that anything
to do with the clasnhes that nave occurred here in tae last
year?

Mr., Pero: XNo, I don't think that astainel such
an extent as to cause anything of that kind.

Mr. Foster: You thinkx that had nothing to do with
ite

Mr. Pzero: I don't think so.
Mr, Foster: I believe that is all.

= Mr. Raker: I want to go a little farther there.

Avout what is the valus of your plant? 1 call it yours = ;
' the malleable iron plant?
i Mr, Pero: I don't know positively, but I should

think about three quarters of a million -A$750.000.
Mr. Raker: You pay your regular taxes hsre in the

e S o o e e I 5 W e ST A v
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City of East St. Louis?

Mr., pero: Yes, sir.

Mr. Raker: Has thare been any objection on the
part of your Corporation to pay a reasonable amount of
taxes so as to maintain a proper and efficient civil govern-
ment in this town?

Mr, pero: I don't think so.

Mr. Raker: Have ysu thought of tnat? )

Mr. Pero: No.

Mr., Raker: It as been s:id here that conditions
have been so bad that they have beenicompelled to rely upon
szloon licenses to rmaintaln - to get a 'revenue to pay their
officials; and they were tied up and -could not do what they
wanted to do. Now has ‘hat veen occasioned by virture of
such plants as yours gettinz ocut and making a contest against
the raising of a propsr tax to maintain 4 government?

Mr. Pero: I xnow notaing of ocur plant having
made such a contest. I think we pay owrtuxes a8. they are
asseased by the assessors. I am sure we d0.

Mr. Raker: ¥ell, do you know whether or not such
conditions exist here? ‘

Mr. pero: I think it is generally saild in the
papers - whether it is true or not I do not know = that the
big interests, so called, are not paying their share of
the taxes here, Nom as a matter of fact I don't know
what our taxes are. You understand I am in the manufac-
turing end of our business. I have all I can do thesre
without following the commercial end of it,

Mr. Raker: Whno in youwr concern would know, if
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you do not, whether or not it is a fact tint these large

manufacturing concerns are manipulating things so as to
prevent the taxes placed upon tham to run and maintain
42: proper municipal government in w=nich the pla}:t‘s is
situ~ted, from beinzg collected?

Mr. pero: I don't believe Aaf Crnditisaw apilid Fene.

If we are in any way intercsted in a thing of that kind

our president would know because trat is his business.
That is his end of it; I have the manufacturing.
& - Mr. Raker: Do you feel as thcugh your company

is ready and willing to pay any reasonadble tax to main-

tain an efficient, proper, legitimate government in the

i

City of Rast St. Louis?

Mr. pero: I knox¥ our company will shirk no
obligation tmt is right, I know that is the sentiment
of our company.

Mr. Raker: Thet is why I am putting 1t}swere
#ill be no question about it. Ith‘nas been statedAthey
have been compelled to permit so many sa.loonsfto exist
here for the purpose of getting the licenses, for the
purpose of paying the Mayor, the polic=men’ and other
constabularies and officials of the city. What do you
know about that?

Y. Mr. Pero: It looks to me that thes revenue f:.:om

the szaloons would be a mighty small factor. They are

a very small proportion of the maintainance o this city.

I think 'if I was going to look into that I would begin
at the other end. I would first see wh:=t the receipts of

' the city were anl then sec what the expenditurss had bveen
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and what they were zoinz for.

Ur. Raker: We want to get that bsfore we get
through.

¥Mr, pero: 1 think<éhat would be my way of looking
at it. If ycu tzke the number of saloons and tis
amount of taxes paid you will find it is a very small
proportion of the expenses of the city.c - .

Ur, Ra.ker:cz,‘ou give any reason why such a large ;
number of barrel houses uand such places exist here in
East St. Louis, if tney e not keeping them, maintaining
them, for the revenue that comes from them?

Mr, Pero: No, I am certain tlere is not a demand
for them, There are two things that I think perhaps =
you might be interested as to the number of saloons;
and it might be politics - political favors, and it might i
be the small revenue th.t comes from them.

Mr., Raker: Well, is it your view that because
of so many saloons there are so many hange:s on - they
call them®floaters®= have ..ntributed to these various
riots. .

lr. Pero: Well, tiat floating element is a dan-
gerous element of course. Now I don't know that they have

contributed anytning to the riots. I think that when a
= crowd starts up, they go with it.

Mr. Raker: I know, but wh.t kind of fellows hang
aroundl these barrel houses and places here in East St.
Louis. Let us get right down and get the facts. These
people here want to know it; tne public wants to kno:#it,

&
amd this resolution directs us to find out whether,\it is
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a race riot and shether or not they have interfered with
interstite commrce and t wos thne cause of this murder
and arson and various othey crimes committed. VWhat do
you think about it, now, Yr, Perxo? Was it the kind and
character of men that hang zround these placees? VWers
they the participants in this rict?

Mr. Pero: They may have been participants dbut I
don't believe they were the promoters of ite.

Mr, Raker: It has been stated here that they were
the leading spirit.

¥r. Pero: I really don't think tnat is the case.

Mr. Raker: What is your visw of it?

Mr. Pero: I think these rioters, - now I am ex-
pressing an opinion that mzy not agree wita the opinion
of others, but that is my opinion, that these riots began
at that meeting in the City Hzll on the 28th of Uay. They
came out from that hall that night - the mayor, as I under-
stand it, pleaded with them to go to their homes. That:
was an incendiary meeting. The talk was incendiary amd
the newspapers reported it. I did not attemd it. It was
presided over by one of ow city officials. The newspapers
the next day aui&t:':—na of our attorneys there expressed
himself something in this manner = I won't attenpt to quote
it verbatim, but the sentiment of his expression was that
this was a case whee mod rule was Jjustifiabdble. Now that
is the sentiment but those are not the words. Now when you
get a meeting of that kind and theferowd comes right out
and instead of dispersing and going;\ﬁ%fﬁ‘&- the mayor szw
that night, according to the newspaper reports, the feeling

- m o ——— e
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of {;{,f—?u;ﬁ_‘u?. /lq-aw.v the danger and stood on the

steps of the City Hall as they went out and asksd them to
go to their homes then. They did not go.Awds I under-
stand it, they came down to Collinsville Avenues to a

labor temple and gatnered more strength and came up and
started the first riot. Now tunere is the cause of the

July riot as I it. My reasoning may not bve good

but that is the way I see it.

. 808 .

Mr. Raker: VWho was the official that presided?
¥r. Pero: I understand the City Clerk presided.
Mr. Raker: Well, you still get back to your idea

tha it is race prejudice that caused the tr.,uble? Is

that your real belief?
Mr. Pero: I don't think it is race prejudice.
Mr. Raker: Don't you believe that race prejudice
has anything to do with it?
Mr, Unfortunately tae action was diracted
against the colored man, but I don't think it originated
between
in any dealing/wnite and black. 1 don't think it is

The black was unfortunate}y theobject.

Pero:

race prejudice.
He wz2s the man who did'nt - I don't know just how to put
thate. I think the way Iwant to put it is this: That the
labor unions in Fast St. Louis do not control the black

people. During the%‘;i?eé‘é:re at the Aluminum Ore

Company there was a great deal of talk about the blacks
being brought there to break the strike. Whether or
not that was so I don't know. People around the plant
say it wasn't - ani this strike, or ratae this meeting

that I refer to, as I understani it, was an indignation
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meetinz called by the strikers to get sentiment, or to
get the people aroused &hfé@@ the mwy taey were being
treated. That was the result. That was tze beginning
of it, labvor agitation as I see it, although there wue
a2 montn elapsed betwsen those times. Xow ry reasoning
may not be good, but that is my view of it.

Mr., Raker: Well, in your discussion, or hearing
it discussed in various conversations atout the hotels,
and where you go, wasn't it discussed tzat the negro was
here and was a menace to the town, andi tuk they should
get rid of them?

¥r, Pero: I tell you, I know very little about
the rotels. I don't think I have sat in t-he lobby of
that hotel thnree hours in a year. I sit in my room.

¥r. Raker: VWell then, you haven't heard any
conversatiocn about it?

Mr. Pero: I don't get the talk of the tovm in the
hotel lobby at all. It is a peculiar cexnd/fion but I
don't. I have talked with individuals ani some of then
have expressed themselves in that way; otners do not.

Mr, Raker: What is your individual view on the
attitutde that the saloons have taken om this riot,
and their hangers on here? Do you know?

Mr. pero: No, I don't know .’

Mr. Raker: Do you think the sentiment is i E
.:, row - T

& not only the high price of whis'éqy ,

taking from them the manufacturer's self esnaaienes,

Ao

fhat
that pe@myﬁ togethw‘iwith the sentiment of the people
here in Past St. Louis will close them up shortly?
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Mr. P=ro: I fecl that way about it. I think
that will be the case.

dre. Raker: Is that a good thing?

¥r. Pzro: I think so.

Mr. Rakasr: TFor both whites and blacks?

Yr. Pero: For both whites aml blacks.

Mr. Raker: And will put the town on its feet?

¥r. pero: I think so.

Mr. Raker: Well, have ycu dore anytaing to bring
abcut this state of affairs now, to rejuvenate conditions
in EBast St. Louis?

Yr. Pero: Yes, I am active in ths work for the
conmission form of government. I believe that is the
best.

Mr. Raker: And so far as ycu know, you amd
your plant are re-:dy to mect any proportion of your tuxes
to tat end?

. Mr., Pero: Our plant is always ready to do their
share, botn in business and in charity.

dr., Eaker: That is all.

dr. Joanson: You have made reference to the
Southern negro having liverties and privileges here that
he does not enjoy in the South. The Southern pzople came
to the full realization of that enjoyment of liverty amd
freedom for the n=gro on the second day of July lust, did
they not? ’

¥r. Pc°rO: I don't know 1 am sure.

Mr. Johnson: And in consequence of that there was a

gengral exodus across tael{ississippi River into another
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state to get away from that extreme liverty and enjoyment
he was accorded hers?

Mr. Pero: License, yes, sir.

Mr. Jonnson: When you w-:‘nted.%ég%
to come hers there wzs not such an exodus from the South
to this land of liverty and freedom for the scuthern negro,

that trere wus to get cut of here, was thaere, on the 2nd
of July?
Kr. Pero: I tnink the exodus across the dbridge

was any colorad man who cculd get to the bridge whether

- he was a northern negro or a southern negro. I guess
3 anybody who could get to the bridge made tracks for it.
: Hr. Johnson: That 1is all.
’% 4 fore.
Mr. Raker: -Mr. Chzirran, I would like Athe witness

give the names, so tht these people may have an opportunity

PR, YT

to come before the Committee before we get tnrough - the
names of thesz labor people, the leaders, if yofr know,
80 that they may nave an opportunity to be neard before the
Conmittee. Do you know any of them?

Ar. Pero: ¥No, I do nott

Uur. Raker: That is all.

Mdr. Pero: I would like to sa& = that I do recall the
name of one man. At the meeting recently of the Committee !

of 100, the question came up of Home Guards, and there was
one labor leader who said timt he had already formed a home
gaard and was asking thae financial support of the Committee
of 100 for it, and he made a statement $he- sbebenespt at that
time that that Home Guard was not for tne protection of

unfair plants, or of "scad labor®. Tat is all I know

o,
(it siters
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about it.
Mr. Raker: What wzs that man's name?

Mr. Pero: His name is Crowell, I think.

¥r. Raker: You do not know his first name?

Mr, Pero: No, I don't,

Mr., Raker: And he is a member of the Committee of
. 1002
) Mr, Pero: He is a member, I believe. He attends
the meetings at least. He is a walking delegate for same 1

union.
* e Mr. Foster: Is he a member of the Committee of 1007

Mr. Pero: He attends the meetings, and I assume
he is a member.

¥r. Cooper: I would like to ask i¥r. Pero a question
:i or two. You impress me as a man of exceptional ability.

Mr. Pcro: No, sir,

Mr. Cooper: And undoubtedly efficient in your dus-
iness. HNow 1 want to question you to get at your point
of view. You know, following our respective businesses
we are apt to acquire an individual point of view from whickh
we consider industrial prodlems. Now you said a little '
while ago in response to a question from one membea of tne
Committee, that youAknow the names of but very few of the R

e men in your employ? . :

Mr, Pero:t Yes, sir.

Mr, Cooper: About how many men's names do you sup=-
pose you know?

Mr, Pero: Well, I don't believe 1 know the names

N of fifty men in my employ.
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Mr. Cooper: TFifty men out of nine hundred?

Mr, Pero: Yes, sir. You see my business does

not bring me in close contact with the nmen.

Mr, Cooper: You are the manager?

Mr. Pero: The works manager, production manager, __
superintendent.

dr. Cooper: Produc tion manager and superintendent.

N
. ~
il

Well, you are ai¥l around about the plant all the time?
Mr., Pero: No, very 1little.
. Mr. Cooper: Do you know who would know the names
of the men, if anybody? Who is there about the plant?
] Mr. Pero: Why, the different foremen who take care
of their men in the different departments, but I don't really ;
know any one man who would be familar with all of thenm,

i

except the foremen know the names of the men under taem.
3 Mr. Cooper: VWhat is the authority of the foreman
over the men under him?
. . Mr. Pero: He directs tnem in their worke He has
s the autnority of hiring and discharging.
‘ ; lr., Cooper: - The foreman in e«ch department has

pover to hire and discharge?

Mr. Pero: Yes, sir.

S

, Mr. Cooper: And you don't hold that foreman = he !
- is'::r{;ld responsidble for anybody. He discharges them at his

discretion if he thinks the man is not what he wants?

Mx. Pero: Yes, sir, he is responsidle to me, if
there is any jnjvss¢/ce done. But he is responsivle for his
department. He nhires the help and discharges them if they

are not satisfactory.
Mr. Cooper: ¥ho is superior to him?

e e e e g
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Mr. Pero: I am.

Mr. Cooper: Have you had uny workingmen come to
you within the last year to make any complaint?

HUr. Pzro:d -Ho,A e workinzmen take it for gramted
that the foreman is the final authority to discharge and
they do as he ins‘ructs them. 1 have‘ha.d cases sinos I
have been here, where men have come to me, but I don't

recall any in the past year. Everybody in the plant knows

. that there is a power above the foreman and they could have

S S IR
R

appealed if they wanted to appeal.
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! Tas Mr. Cooper: But, generally speaking the foreman
is sustained, isn't he?
« Mr. Pzrod If he is in the right.
Y #r. Cooper: Against an individual workman?
} Mre. Pero: If he is in the rizht.
lr. Cooper; Have you ever put back a man whom the

formman has discharged?

. - Mre. Pero: I don't recall that I have. I don't
: recollect that I have.
¥
’ b NMr. Cooper: How I am not saying what is tns right

or wrong of ite. I am just stating the facts tmat came
within my own personal observation. This i{s literally
£ a tremendous problem that confronts the American people,

et this is such a problem, and I want to get your vies as to
what could be done in a circumstance like this. One Sunday
a working man who had worked in a factory over 24 years,
who never had had any trouble; who had been a soldierx

. in the Union Army and served over three years, honorably

z discharged, came to see me about a pension. A friend
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was with him, and after the conversation I :aid, *You

look pale; what is the zatter?  ®Well,® he said, "we Lave
been working the last three or four months until nine
o'clock at nignt. I am getting along in years and it

is wezring me cut. I canuot endure it. I live a mile
and & half from the plant end I have to get up so early

and get home so late that I cannct get sleep.” "Well®,

I said, "why don't ycu spsak to the people in autnority

and tell them of ycur = remind them rather, about it;

1 remind them of your long:service, mention the fuct that

“ you have never had any troutle in the plant with yocur
employers and of your ine®ility to continue working these
long hours?®  *Oh," he saic, "I did.* "Well, what
happened?* "Well, I went to thre foreman and told him,
ard he said 'That is all right, but if you don't like your
Job you mn get ocut. We can get plenty of men to take
your place'"cnd with that the old soldier broke down and
cried in my preserce. Thne cthe man got up and walked
the flcor. I mentiocned tint orce to a very great

of labor whc has never had any trouble with his

he 1’ .
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he said, "It is that kind of waf tyranny that is respon-
g8idble for 99 per cent of the lasbor troubles”. Now what
do you think sbout £ situation of that kind?

Mr. Pero: That kind of thing would not happen in
my plant. To begin with, I Just want to say that we are
a closed corporation. What I mean is, our stoock is gll

taken up by a few people. We gre almost a family conc ern.

I sm the youngest with one exception, the youngest men in

1 sn executive capecity in the employ of the company. I
Ll
have been with the compsny for yeers. There hass been
one of our foremen who died &aring my time--- no, he re-
signed to become deputy sheriff, and I put a foremsn in

his place.

NI )

Now I heve never changed the heads of these depart-
ments since I have been there. The medn in the leading
departments, the leading men, are men who have grown up
with us, men who have been with us 25 yeers. Te have a
number--- understand, gentlemen,this is not a boast, but
I am telling you facts, Just to show yon the other side
from your story. Te have & number of pensioners on our
payroll, men who have been with us a2 numdber of years who
gre not able to work and draw their pay. Their pay 1s

sent to thenm. e have othere who have been with us for

a number of years, who inaist on coming to the plant.

They don't amount to snything there, only the good will

they have for us, end they don't heve to do a dgy's work

or anything of the kind. They Jjust putter around amd do

practiocally what they please, and they are getting paid

ot g8 gy R WS TN 0 O SLAT [P
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mdi
I have now one of my men whomwe are paying aAsal A
who is8 dying with consumption----that is, he i3 1in bdad
shape and I think he 1is going to die. We are paying that
man his salary, snd we have been psying it to him for, 1
think, about a year. Te have pul snother man in his place
end this msn is st home and we sre peying him his salary
Just the same.

Now we are yretty close to & family affair. I have
never seen closer harmony in any concern with its men, not
only with the foremen, but among the men themaelves. Our
president is g man who 1s get-atadble. Any man,cen see
himf\‘elaaily%nd %?’y‘:a%ere can see me any time he wants
to.

kr. Cooper: But suppose the man in charge of the

employees 1s a xind of an arrogant, cruel, hard, grasping

man, such as I speak of. That are tlg';j\&“nen to do there,?
Are they practically without remedy? An individual work-
msn stands no chance vwhatever against him.

ir. Fero: There was a nman---

Hr. Cooper (Interposing): I am not talkinéz;}'f“fm
plent, but I sm talking about the other kind of a plant---
end there is more than one of then.

ir. Pero: Well, that is a question. If that thing

had occurred in ny plant and there had been a man--- 1 know

s all of these old fellows, I know them well. I make it my
business to kmow them, and I Xmow them better thsn I Imow
mesded.
the new ones. If I met one of these old fellows ond he was

gone two or three dayg--~ if he was gone a day I wouldn't think

anything of it, but if he was gone two or thrse days 7 would
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want to mow where ne was, and if my foremsn told me such a
story a8 you have toll me now, I am afraid he would lose
his job. I would certainly put that man back end put him
back quick.

Mr. Cooper: The foreman wouldn't tell you that
story, but the man would, and the foreman would contradiect
him and aessign sny number of excuses for holdiag his own
Job and Justifying the discharge of that man.

Mr. Pero: I know, but I wouldn't tolerate that in
my plant. I em getting pretty close to that line myself,
and not through selfish motives; bdbut that is not Just.

Mr. Cooper: Yo, it isu't Just.
Mr. Pero: e have men who have beem with us for
25 or more years now, snd those men are on cur payroll while
they live.

Mr. Cooper: Some ysers ago in one of the greatest
steel plents in Pennsylvania it was estsblished by a Govern-
ment investigation conducted by Commissioner MNeill, Comnis-
sioner of Labor during the Roosevelt administration, that
there had been s,oxr}e vhousends of men there--- 42,000 as I
remenber--- m 12 hours a day, 365 days in the year,

Sundays and holidays included, some of them, and the others ;
following them right immediately and working t111 morning 12 ‘
hours. It was not an orgrnized shop; it was an open shop,
and the testimony showed--- amd it was so reported--- that
at last they reruested to a committee of four or five--- I
don't remegber the exact number--- the man at the head of the

institution to grant them, if he could, some Sundsys or hol-

Phays--- something of that kind
* Those men were dischargeq

T rp——
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who came to gee him.

ur. Pero: Thet is zbsolutely unjust.

Mr. Cooper: And they were getting very small wages.
Yow thet was nothing but ~hite slevery in essence, was it

not?

Nr. Pero: Yes, sir.

Mr. Cooper: Thet could men ‘0 under those circum-
stences?

Nr. Pero: The mrn bad no recourse there except to
leave ‘ni‘-a job.

PP »e
Mr. Cooper: In other words, no matter how inhuman

1 the treatment, e mon must take it, go to the poorhouss or
; ‘ gstarve. That i3 the :ltermative, isn't 1t? :
3

Mr. Pero: Yes, sir. !

) end o alls v/
Mr. Cooper: Tell, you look li¥e a humsne manAana

talk 1like one. Doesn't thet present to employers snd to
labor and to the entire citizenship of the Republic e
? problem that demands gerious thought end an investigation
& fudd dolitlion .
81l phagses of 1t until sa’sdjustmant is reachedf%,d'?

Mr. Pero: Yes, sir.

Mr. Cooper: One good way would be, would it no%, to
teach young men who are to hrve control of the industries---
$o be influential in their mensgement--- to be humene awd
a8 well as being firm uand determined in the mencgement, but

to be humrne, kind, and disposed to be Just? That would

- be a good way, wouldn't 1t?

Mr. Pero: Yes, sir. gﬂ )
MHr. Cooper: Rather than to exhidbit the cpirit of

the foremen of whom I hrve spoken?

Mr. Pero: Yes, sir.
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' 1 Hr. Cooper: Now I heve jJust had my attention called
R

-~ . to a newspaper clipping, =nd the heading reads this way:

"past St. Louis Beggin; Rzce Len o Retra™.,

"Ir9t 36, Zouls, I1l., Je-S2aber Z1. The Comunittee
onn Civie Affeirs iscued en sppeal to all residents that suf-
fered from mob violence znd were forced out of the city,
thet they will defray the railrced expenses from eny pert of
the country end #£llow thenm Amenth's rent free of cost if
members of the rsce will returan”,

Do you know who had that printed? .

Mr. Pero: I heve never seen or heerd of that be-
fore. Thst is brand new to me.

Mr. Cooper: It is brand new to re. It is elipped
from & newspaper. )

Mr. Pero: I have never heerd of it. ho is the

Civic Committee?

oo

Mr. Cooper: It ssys Civic Committee.

Mr. Pero: I don't know who they are. I don't know
them-- never hesrd of them. ¥

lr. Cooper: Well, before the hearing 1s ended I will
find out exectly what reper thet is from.

Mr. Pero: I don't know the Civiec Committee; I don't
¥now who 1t eou1é‘ii-efer‘r.¢z. !

Mr. Cooper: I =111 finé out exactly whet psper thet
i8 from before we get through.

-a not
Now you sry you h: ve/sst in the hotel office for three

hours in & year?
Mr. Pero: I don't believe I heve all told.

Mr. Cooper: You go right to your room?
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Mr. Pero: Unless I go over to the club, the Missouri
Athletic Club. I go over there three nights at least to
swim, and in the summer time five or six times e week for e
swim, snd when I come beek it is time to g0 to my room.
°% Mr. Cooper: 7ell, I heve asked that to nmrke it clear,
k because a casugl reader of the record might gether the idea,
‘ in view of the testimony od;}olenee. you were fearful of
sormething of thet sort, of bodily violence.

s ‘i Mr. Pero: No, no; not in the slightest.
A Mr. Cooper: ell, I want thet to be clear in the
record.

“i ) Mr. Pero: Ho, I don't think I heve en enemy in town,
k

end I don't kmow of snybody thet would want to hurt me.
. Mr. Cooper: I only wented to get it in the record,
thet is sll.
: Mr. Pero: No; it is simply my hebit, eand I have no
home only that; snd I have & courle of deughters--- they
ehrne intle daylive
arikat-hane wiblrabe--- tnd I spend my evenings with then.
ir. Foster: Thet is your system of desnling with i
your employees who mey be hurt; the Illinois Coupensation !
Law?

ir. Pero: Yes, sir.

kKr. Johnson: Again referring to the subject, do you

et e s e A

know of ¢nybody in Tllinois who lsst July undertook to deprive

-~ the people of the right to be shot, beaten up smd dburned up

v

here? e :

Mr. Pero: o, I don't: simply because, £3 I say, I
was not in town end I have no knowledge of rnything that

took place.
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3 Mr. Johnson: Haven't you understood thset thet right

e to be-shot up and burned up end beat was fairly establiched

PR3

by the Stste Liilitie 1indulging in it on the 24 day of July

last?

B Mr. Pero: I sew something of thet in the papers,

but I don't know thet I heve seen » single person who saw

enything of that kind.

Mr. Johnson. I don't recall ever meeting enyboldy who
gaid he sew it. The pspers spoke of thst to some extent.
Do you know Kr. Roger, the president of the chemicel conmpany |
here? :
Mr. Pero: Yes, sir,I do.
Mr. Johnson: Have yjou ever telked to him relative
. to the July riots?

Mr. Pero: XNo, sir. I know him but I have never

tdked to him much.

E Mr. Johnson: If you hed, =nd he hed told you whst

3 he testifiedko before this committee, he would hsve told you
L N

that he saw & menber of the State troops here guaranteed - ;

the negro thet right by shootirg one of them himself (Laughter).

Ir. Pero: Do; I have seen something of that in the
different pavers, but I hrve not seen snybody who ssw it.
Mr. Johnscn: And it has been testified to here by

an eyewitness--- end as the Committee believes by a reputablo

man--- that four or five soldiers selected from smong the

- the State of #0-> Mpr,u,&m(owdu
citizens of/Illinois, gusranteed taq;engio running out of ‘
a house thet was on fire the right to be shot,‘or’left there i
to be burned. Have you hesrd of thet?

Mr. Pero: I saw something of thet in the papers,'

but I haven't heard of it otherwige, The only men that I

5

1
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1]

have heard express hirself on the rlot mstter was Rev. ;

Allison, snd I heard him tell of something he saw &t the

I

i
1
riot. ;
Mr. Johnson: But you don't know of enybody in l
Iliinois, citizen or goliier, who hes ¢ undertsken durirg
your troubles to derrive the nrgo of his right in Illinois
to be shot, beet up and burned up? (Leughter).
Mr. Pero: Yo, sir.
lr. Johnson: VYery well. Thst is &ll.
kr. Foss: That ere the hours of lebor im your rlent?
Mr. Pero: The day grng from 7 to 12 and 12.30 to

5.30.

t Mr. Posa: Eow msny working hours? i
3 , Mr. Pero: Ten hours. But our men don't work ten ;
hours. For instence our molders come in and put up a :
| certain ancunt of work, eng7:§eir heat 1is through snd their
work is over, they go home. llany of owr men work eight
4 hours; some of them work nire, snd in some derartrents in
whictk the ~ork is done by mechinery, they work ten hours.

Mr. Foss: Do you krow how it is in other rl:ntis
here in the city?

Mr. Pero: I think ten hours is supposed to be » 1
day's work; but in e foundry a men don't work by the hour,
"hen his heat--- when his iron is ready and poured end the

iron is in the mold, he 1s through and he goes home,

Qp0ar
kY Mr. Foss: He Les ememsh time W'rest in the mean-

time, within the eight or ten hours? !

> H

Mr. Pero: Yes. If you would stsnd &t our gate you

would see our men begin to go home &t 3 o'clock in the

afternoon, our molders; their day's work is done and they go
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horne. "here our men %ork with mschinery they work ten
tours, but the other men do their work .nd get out.

Nr. Foss: And that is so in most menufscturirg
plents here in the city?

Mr. Pero: ™ell, inplents like ours I think thet 1is
true,--- the foundries, the steel foundry, perheps.

Mr. Foss: How meny foundries or steel plsnts are
there bere?

Mr. Fero: There is but one in East St. Louls rroper.

Mr. Foss: Thet zre these other msnufacturing plents
wkere they employ large numbers of lsborers?

Xr. Pero: "ell, the Elliott Frog & Switch employ
gquite a number of men. Aind then there are the chemicel
rlent snd the Aluminum Ore plant, of course is the lergest
exmployer of lsbor in tkhe city.

Mr. Foss: Then the packing rlent, too?

lr. Pero: Yes, sir.

lir. Raker: o class of men or lot of men or indi-
viduels heve interfered with your plrrnt in the last six or
seven years? .

¥r. Pero: Now meke yourself clear on that; let me
get you right. You ssy no cless of ren inside of owr plsnt?

Mr. Raker: Yes.

r. Pero: Ve hesve had no trouble. e heve had mno

occasion for troubdble.

Mr. Reker: The only reason you meintained ¢ guerd
within the walls of the 1lct or enclcsure is to guard sgsinst

the rorssibility of fire or sccident of that kind?
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Mr. Pero: Yes, we hrve two men who mske half-howrly

rounds.

r. Reker: You mainteined na guerd on the outer
part or cutside of the w

¥r. Pero: Io.

1r. Raker: At no tice? )

¥*r. Pero: ~e heve, of course; 4m the July trouble.
7e heve, but it is not our prsctice; never up to that time.

¥r. Raker: You had no guard or men staetione ¢ at
tke entrarce to your plent?

kr. Pero: Our westchmen are there when they are not
on tour.

Harer
lr. Reker: Tell yuu’r‘no Brecicl men there charged

- vith tre specisl duby of watching ‘5&‘& cene £nd went?
¥r. Pero: Io.

¥r. Reker: You hed no occesion for that?
,; ¥r. Pero: Te hed no occasion for that.
" lr. Reker: Then there hrs beern no individurl 5r erowd
j of ren wao tried to ceause ‘Fny troutle or inconvenience or
depradation or otherwise &% your plent?

lire Pero: Do.

¥r. Rrker: Or szong your men?

Ir. Pero: MNo.

KEr. Reker: You heve gone elong in a nice, smooth,

- essy way, getting £11 the lebor you wented?

lir. Pero: Yes, sir.
¥r. Reker: And no orgenization of lsbor hrs inter-

fered with your plsnt?

lir. Pero: Yes, they have tried to orgenize our

[PPSR S ot s e oy AR S
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molders, but they didn't succeed.

Mr. Reker: Ch, well they didn't interfere with your
business in the plent?

Mr. Pero: ot in the slightest.

Mr. Reker: Or the running of it?

¥r. Pero: Not in the slightest.

kr. Raker: You believe that men heve the right to
orgenize to better their condition, do you not?

wr. Pero: Yes, 1f they will give me my rights.

Mr. Reker: If they cen m-ke their home surroun?ings
better snd the town better, rnd the living conditions better,
they ought to do it, oﬂght they not?

ilr. Pero: That is a mstter for the man to decide.

Xr. Rsker: Now, Just a moment. You don't mesn that,

I Xnow. I sey rny men thet can, by legitinmrte mesns.

lir. Pero: Yes, by legitimete mesns.

lir. Raker: Coming within the confines of lsw, 1if
he is Interfering with no one else's libverty, property or
right; that orgenization for the purpose of bettering his
condition, his physicsl welfare end thet of his femily,
his mental welfrre, ought to be encouraged, ought it not?

Mr. Pero: I should support it; yes, sir.

lir. Reker: Thy, it 1s the only thing thet mekes it
possible to exist.

Mr. Pero: As you put 1it, yes.

Mr. Cooper: You have £n open shop?

Mr. Pero: Yes, sir.

¥r. Cooper: Thet is, you do not rermit the.unions
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to orgenise your lsbor?

¥r. Pero: No.
Mr. Cooper: Now, without stying which is right or which

is wrong, the two sides of thst are this, esren't they? Where
in thes instence of thatforemsn, where the shor is run s that
shop was run, men :re treated ss thrt foremen trested his men,
or if the surroundings in which the men work are bad; if the
ventiletion was miserable, tke plece unnecessarily dusty end
géé?& end the weges the liwest rossible rete so thet men were
Just eble to live, how could those men get Justice in a plsnt
of that kind without organizing? The individual 1: borer
stood no chance vhatever. The only thing for them to do
theéwas to individually present their clairs eand walk out if
they didn't get them?

Mr. Pero: They might do it that way, or they might
emong themselves send & rerresentetion to the powers thet be.
I heven't hed -ny experience in thet line in sny plent that
I have ever been in.

Mr. Cooper: I was only iresenting the f:cts es they
pregent themselves to the leboring men where if there are
60 men ¢t the shop +nd there are only 25 Jjobs, if they ere
unorganized end indulge in cutthrost competition smong then-
gelves, they sre inclined to cut under the price until some-
body tekes weges Just birely seble to.support them. Thst is
a fact is it not?

Mr. Pero: Yes, 8ir; snd I have been » foremsn &nd a
superintendent since 1882, sxrd I hsve never run & union shop,

noyp have I ever had trouble in e shop. I want to trest them

GArRS/
reated as I

expect to be

Iy men rnd I want to seejthon
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trested myself.

Mr. Johnson: You mey stend eside. Colonel Tripp,

#will you come to the stend plesse?

STATEMENT OF COLONEL S. 0. TRIXP,
OF SPRINGFIELD, ILL.

The witness was sworn by iir. Johnson.

Nr. Johnson: Colonel, please give to the stenographer
yocur full neme, residence snd occupation?

Col. Tripp: S. 0. Tripp; residence, Springfield, Ill,;
occupation, Assistant Quartermsster Gereral, State of Illinoils,
with the rank 6? colonel.

¥r. Johnson: And vh:'t wes your occupstion previone te
that?

Col. Trirp: Ny occupation previcus to thet time was

m .Ls
Deputy United Stetes Marshalhof the Southern Division, Northern
Distriet, of Illinois, at Feoria, for # period of 14 yesars.
Pricr to that time I served some three yesrs in the

State ittorney's office of 52:2%;)County as %253;5?;‘£Leriff.
Prior to thet time for two years ceptaim of police, Peoria.
Prior to thet time, some three years more or less, foremen
of the Truesdale Lumber Company. Frior to that time five
years in the United States Army; before thest time in school
in the Stste of lew York.

Mr. Johnson: Did you ever work eny? (Laughter)
Hol. Tri?p: Yos, sir; in my time I heve worked herd.
Mr. Johnson: Colonel, I believe you wish to meke a

stetenent to the committee?

P
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Col. Trirp: I would stete that I cezme down here vol-
untarily to present to the Committee £ report prepered by me .
as to the duties done by myself, the officers snd enlisted men
of the Letional Guard ordered to Rast St. Louis by the
governor of the State of Illinois on the mormring of July Zmd.

8 ofeclock the morning of
This report covers their duties rnd instructions from/eee-
amsnbngsed July 2nd until 2 o'clock that night. The stste-
ment is prepared--- dictated--- by myself, is signed rmd is
supported by e stet ement from Thomas L. Fekete, city attorney
for the City of Esst St. Louis and the scting meyor of the
City of Zest St. Louils, designrted by the rresent msyor to
get with nyself in é%?i;?;fing out o 2 progren for the re-
storing of order in the city, which had growm out of the riot
coming up on the nighéiz&r:;e early mornirg of July Znd,.

KHr. Johnson: Colonel, I heve no doubt myself--- end
the same opinion he3 been expressed by one membei of the con-
mittee already since you have been on the stend, thet the
committee would &bed to hear a recitsl from you rether
than to heve submitted a peper which you prerared before you
came here.

Col. Trirp: ?his pe er‘was prfpgred on the morning
of July 3rd,4when aa.l the factsu;;d circmances were fresh; :
the nature of the case, the neture of the people, ete.,
end it would be slmost impossidle to recite thst without

- referring to or reading the record.

Mr. Johnson It is certair, Colonel, that some things

will arise in the minde of the different mermbers of the conm-

mittee as you might proceed to relste these hrrpenings here,
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to which “your mind might not cerry, #nd in consequence the
different members of the cormittee would esk you some ?nes-
tions, esnd therefore it would be fsr better if, in Jjust your
own wsy now, you could go theed and meke verbsl recital of
éﬁéﬁ’thing%better thzn reading from & prepared paper on the %
subject, because if thst paper were inserted in the record
Just es it is, the cormittee would read it :t some other. time,
“end probebly sfter you were gone, snd cross exsmination were
desired. So if you will just go thead end in your own way---
take your own tire rbout it--- end meke such stetement as you
choose, subject, however, to being cuestioned here szd there
by the cormittee.
¥r. Poss: 7ell, the witness csn refer to the W
I suppose.
¥r. Johnson: Tell, I invite him to go rhead and
rake his statement jJust s he chooses to meke, subjecet, how-
ever, to cuestions £t sny tire.
Col. Tripp: I *i11 be very glsd to do th=t. I will %
start in -nd rced the report, becsuse it gives the time, the x
orgenization, number of offic:rs, mem, etc , shica it would ;
be impossible for me to rememberwwﬁ% M.{
¥r. Cooper: ir. Chsirmsn, for a men of the Colonel's :
experience, I think it would be well--- end ensble us to ;xuz:e‘
of the accurecy of his recollection--- theses
meimwa®d remory--- i1f he were to testify e8 to whet he cen ;
remember snd then read the report sfterwards, if he wishes
to refresh his recollection; dbut not to teke a written stste-
ment prepasred in that way s#nd read 1it. The only way to

test the strength of the witness' memory or for him to exhibit

it
8 strength i by testifying. Then he cen refresh his
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recollection; but I have never known & witness to go upon
the stand and read a statement £t first. Isn't that cus-
tonary?

Bol. Tripp:- I think I cen probably outline the metter.

Mr. Johnson: You can proceed in that verbel way
rather than by reading your psper, end the committee will be
better satisfied.

Col. Tripp: About Z o'clock on the morning of July
2nd, 1917, I was cslled from my bed ot my residence, Spring-
field, I1l., by the Assistent Adjutent General of the State
of Illinois, to come t; the Adjutant General's office; that
some trouble hed come up in Esst St. Louis to tslk over.

I i-mediately rerorted to the office in civiliem cloth-
irg, met Col. 2. J. Shann, Assistent Adjutent General end acting
Adjutent General. FHe stated thet the mayor of Esst St. Louis
had telephoned to him th:t snother riot was on; thet two
police officers had been killed, :nd thet he had requested the
neyor to send & telegrem' to the Governor, meking his formal
req‘uest for troops; thit he hed elreedy teken steps to order
in~to =2ast St. Louis a number of organizations. :

Mr. Johnson: Ililitery organiza\tions?

Col. Tripp: Eii_]‘.'ij;arj_ o;g\a‘gizgtions—. and asked me if
I would go to East St. Louils st once :nd meet with the meyor,
talk over the situation ¢ nd c;operat.e with tb“e m: yor in the
matter of enforecing the lew. I £.14 him I would be glad‘z:md
started, I believe, on the 4.50 C* . A. trsin, re;aching
East St. Louis sometime rbout 8 o'’clock on the morning of

July 2nd, snd immediately went to the city hell to report my

presence to his honor the meyor. I found the ms#yor, intro- H
duce )
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duced myself, told him I wes there for tre purpose of cooper-
ating with him in the m-tter cf enforeirg law, #nd geve hinm
e 1ist of militery orgsnizations thrt hed been ori%ed i yo
Zest 3t. Louis.

In brief, the llayor told me th:t he was not feeling
well £nd hed been advised not to go out in the open, but on
the arrivel of the troops they should be fistributed over
certsin strrets in the city, 'nd geve me s verbrl list of the
streets where troors were to be loc:ted for sentry duty.

Soon s#fter this conversetion I met Mr. Thomas L.
Fekete, assistent city sttorney, whon the leyor said he
would design:ste #8 the proper officer to represent him on ell
matters pertaining to the mrtter of giving of orders snd the
enforcement of the laws; snd +t th:¢t moment--- or soon after
-=-~ I met Lieut. Col. C. B. Clgyton of the 4th Infantry, in
eivilirn clothing. I told Col. Clryton thst en effort hed
been made to reach him et Vendslia during the early morning,
but found he could not be locrted. He steted thst he was
in St. Louis but had come over to Zast St. Louls, after read-
irg in the psper thet there was trduble here. I seid to
Col. Cleyton, "Consider yourcelf on duty; sssume commsnd of
the orgenizations--- mildtary orgenizations--- upon their
arrival snd cooperate with the llsyor in all metters for the
enforcement of the law;™ to report to him his presence, end

I would crll ur the Adjutent Generel's Office, stating tnet

the Col. was hers, snd have the order plsced designating him
for the perticul r duty.

Mr. Jolmson: B telling him to teke command of the

forces as they srrived, did you mean by thet to plsce -youe-

—— bbb nn
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him over yourself?
o Col. Tripp: He would be the field officer end in
° 1 commend of the troops; myself being e staff officer 4o not
cymmend troops. I em a quartermaster, not of the line, s=mad
for him to teke commrnd of the troops. I
> 2 ,J Mr. Johnson: At what time of the dszy was 1t thet you
§ told him that?

Col. Tripp: About 8.30 in the morning.
Mr. Foss: He was a f£ield officer?
Col. Tripp: Yes, sir; but in the 1line.

lir. Reker: “here was Col. Cleyton shen you told him

that? ;
; Col. Zripp: In the city hall, in ¢his city.
M¥r. Reker: ho elss wes present except yourself omd
Col. Clayton? '
Col. Tripp: I don't receall.

Mr. Raker: Vas the llayor present?

-

Col. Tripp: The Mayor was present. I hed him et once
report to the ligyor, following this right up--- report his
presence #nd report for duty.

Mr. Rsker: Tas the city attorney there too?

Col. Tripp: And the city ettorney end the Meyor et this N
monent suggested thet Col. Clsyton, the c¢ity attorney end %
myself go over the city meps end decide upon the streets vhich :

~v. should be pstrolled. We all retired--- that is, Xr. Fekets,

city attorney, Col. Clayton end myself,--- to the office of the ‘

city attorney, ~here we went over the city mesp ¢rnd dbegan to

mark out, according to the city sttornsy's idea, where troops

should be pleced upon their arrivsl.

POV
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Mr. Johnson: Colomel, I Jon't Ynow enything sbout
military ffeirs, #nd perheps to you some of my guestions will
seem absurd, but tell me please for vhat you were sent here?

Col. Tripp: Tell, I was sent here 8s & regresent-rtive
of our depertment, but not to commsmd troops.

¥r. Johnson: You ware sent here in the cepseity of the
cuarternaster’s department?

Col. Tripp: I was sert here 23 2 representctive, not
to assume cormend of the troops, because under our code,eom-
mending officers of rll %troops zre line £nd field officers, not
administretive officers. TWe cooperate with them; we nelp them.

Mr. Jotnson: In whrt wey do you help?

Col.Tripp: In every way thet it 1s possidle--- agsist
them, trensport then =nd arrenge for their csere in the city,
and go over the Autiss which they are to d0; give the best
instructions we cen, end help them work 1t out.

Mr. Johnson: I don't quite understend Just why you ceme
as £ superior officer.

Col. Tripp: I was the renking officer; not superior in
commsnd, sir.

lir. Cooper: How could jyou direct Col. Clayton, then?

Col. Tripp: 3By tae nsme of the Governor; by the direc-
tions of the Governor, the ssme &3 all orders ere given.

Mr. Johnson: But not in your cepreity es an officer,
but 23 3 messenger or 28 & representative of the Governor?

Col. Tripp: I ceme dowm here, sir, in the cepacity of
an officer in my renk snd in my staff, for the purpose o0f rep-

resenting our derertment =nd cesrrying out the orders th:t hed

been received to coperste with the Mayor. I had en order on
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hst
it--- I :m not snrint 18 here-- a written order to that effect.
Mr. Reker: From the Governmor?
,i Col. Tripp: I have & written order, yea, sir, thet

was rublished :fter the arrival here.

£y

1
i
1 Mr. Raker: TNow Just in this connection, you say you 5

were to assist these officers?

Col. Tripp: In an edministr:tive sort of way.

Mr. Rsker: Thet 18 what I was getting at. In an ad-

R ministrative sort of way was it your duty to see thst there

were plenty o rounis of certridges snd plenty of guns on hand?
Col. Tripp: Yo, sir; I did, however, mske some correc-

tions of thet sfter reaching here. Later on I could tell the

committee =bout that. I mwhdd go right along, end I think I

ek

- take cere of all those gituations, through my story.

3 A3 I seid, xe went over the city uep, mepped out the

P

streets end immedistely upon the arrival of the first orgeni-

{ zation, the officer in charge reported to me, rmd I seid,

.

S}

"Report your presence to Col. Clayton, who will be in command :
of the troops, &snd :lso to the liayor". This waes done, =nd
in the meantime, while we were in the officef going ower the
map3, we mspped out a line of instructions to bdbe given accord
ing to the desire of the Mayoré?;oting muyor,--- that is these
sentries to be pleced rlong the streets at intervsls as near
together sa the number of the troops reporting permitted, with
ingtruetions to keep the crowds moving; preventing, 1if poddible, ;

the gathering of unlcwful assemblages, snd to constantly

patrol the streets, snd if snyone was found with firearms to i
arrest them and teke the firearms eway from them, snd to

cooperate with the police department in the enforcement of the
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law. That was, in brief, our in structions.
Mr. Reker: No order was male to use the bayonet or
to shoot if they didn't desist?
% Col. Tripp: lio, sir; no sucz orders were glven,
Soon after the first orgenization reached here and the

3 second one crme in, it was found that there was very little

aprunition--- some ball certridges, possibdly, but no guard
emmunition. So I got in communication with the compeny from
Benton, Ill., asking them to bring s11 the sveilsble ammuni-
tion they had. That was the next orgenization I could get
over the telephone. Efforts were mede to get other orgeniza-
tions. Later on I reported to the Adjutznt Genersl's office,

who geve the orders for the assignment of the troops, that

there was £ very small lot of smmunition on hend. How, es

‘ soon a8 the troops came, they were distriduted over these
i % streets snd continued on witi that duty--- one orgsnization
reported snd the second one going on.
j Mr. Johnson: 3By vhom were they distributed over the
city?
Col. Tripp: By the officers in charge of thértroops.
under directions of Col.Clayton. The line officer reported
with the enlisted men.
Mr. Johnson: Whet instruetions were given to these men
distributed over the town? ;

N Col., Tripp: The general instructions as I seid a mo-

nment ago, were, to the effect thst the sentries woull see that
the crowds kept moving. Thst was the instructions they got;

’ to permit no unlawful assembly, esnd to detesin snyone found with

firearms.
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Mr. Johnson: Did they prevent the unleswful assembly?

Col. Tripp: That I can't tell you there. That 1is
vwhat was the instructions. They were given thet-- the in-
structions there.

The second organization that reported was under the
same instructions, and went out over the streets as mapped
out by the city ettorney.

At sbout 1 o'clock I cslled on the lsyor snd I s=id,
"ir. ‘ayor, it would be well for you to go out with me over
this territory where this trouble is 1irble to come up, end
we will go over it more thoroughly with Col. Clayton &nd see
whet 1s to be Jone there. You are familier with the streets
end the crowds thst rre lisble to gather, snd we will-gll‘
go over this together end see where we are going in the ecity®.
He said, "I couldn't do 1it, but Mr. Fckete will go with you."

So Mr. Fekete, Col. Clayton, Captain Aul, assistant
surgeon of the 4th Infantry, snd myself took en sutomobile
and sterted out right over these streets, going right on around
over them to see thrt the orders were being cerried out; to
see thet the sentries were on their duty; end Col. Clayton
give instructions to the line officers ¢s to whrst they must
30 flong those lines, rnd when we had proceeded up Collins-
ville Ave , %o a point up there near the Labor Temple where a
large assemblage had grthered, prodbedbly 1500 in number, a shot
was fired. e all Jumred right out of the automobile, riashed
over to the crowd, zeparsting them---

Mr. Johnson (Interposing): “here was this shot fired?

Col. Tripp: Right near the Lsbor Temple on Colling-

[ ——
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4 - ville Avenue.
Mr. Johnson: Did anybody get shot?
> Col. Tripp: Yea, sir; we went over there snd I found

a colored men lying in the street almost right in front of
where I got into the crowd. There were two-- not more than
three--- enlisted men in thet whole block. The crowd was
something like 1500, With one of the enlisted men I took
his gun flatways and preesed right into the crowd and got
into the center of the crowd, end there I commanded the crowd
to disperse in the ncme of the laws 0Z the State of Illinois;
to bdreak up esnd disperse thet unlewful assemblage and to get

off of the streets snd to stop rioting. There I was hendled

rd
1ike & footbell on that proposition, tossed round snd rournd

CNmemte et

with the crowd. :
rﬂ ’1 lir. Johnson: You and the troops thet were there were '
helpless?
Col. Tripp: They were simply helpless at thet poimt,
But I got the crowd to move om, broke up with this commend I
: gave, end then each officer warking---
Mr. Johnson {Interposing): Then according to thet lest
statement the crowd obeyed your orders? )
Col. Tripp: They moved out, only to come right back in
and reform again, but they sccttered on the streets--- that is,
a crowd would go this way end enother that way. It commenced

- doon 2t/
to dresk away into smeller gastherings. At that point, 8841

got through into the crowd, we had at that time s detachment ¢
of infantry on duty here in East St. Louis.

Nr. Johnson: ™here was Col. Clayton? |
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Col. Tripp: Cocl.Clzyton was acting independently.

Mr. Johnson: Weas he there?

Col. Tripp: Yes; he wes right there at thet time scting
independently. Bach officer was acting independently. Ee
was teking his pesrt in there. I wes takxing my part; lr.
Fekxete was taking nis pert, and each one was scting independ-
ently.

Ky firet duty which I did was to take this gun end get
into the mob without weiting for rny other oZficer to mske any
effort. I did get in there. /nd then I'went to ¢ neerdby
drug store rignt at the corner there, r£nd called up the Federal
Cemp end asked them to send a2ll sveilable troops =t once to th=t
roint, to sssist the Lationsl Gusrd orgrnizations in breaking
up the unlewful essembleges.

¥r. Johnson: here wes that Federal Camp?

Col. Triprp: They were locsted out near the Stoex Ysrds,
I believe. I cen't Just give the loestion. e hsd less
than 60 men here scrttered =11 over the city atl the time.

Ir. Johnson: Yhst tize was that?

Col. Tripp: One-thirty in the rfternoon. I could
give you the number, 1f you wish me to refer to them.

I got into communication withn the ofgicer in charge and
he said ke woull send them right there. I asked them to
report to me.

At this time this sssemblrge was pretty well broken up,
although st that time rnd during thet assemblage, someone
broxe into a pawm shop right nesrby, shot & pawndbroker snd he
died sfterwsrds. It 783 during that movement there.

Then the troops csme I distributed them along those
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streets and broke up the crowd completely, end kept them on
duty--- asked them to remain on duty until 12 o'clock that
night, which they did, snd I went over certain streets with
them Just as soon 238 I could get the troops distributed.

Kr. Foas: Eow msny Federal troops were there?

Col. Tripp: Ab-ut sixty.

Lr. Poss: And you hsd the lilitia prior to thet time?

Col. Tripp: e had, eltogether, something like sixty
--- 32 #nd 28, if I renmember correctly, two orgenizstions.

Then I came right back into this very locality where
there wes much evidence of drinking licuor. You could see it
in the crowd. The m-n lcoked esnd acted £8 though they were
under the influence of liquor, so I s=zi13 to Ir. Fegkete, "It
is evilent there 1= licuor in the crowd; thet may be the ceuse
of their gectherinzg here, end the saloons must be closed.”

He seid, "That's right; I have seen the sesme thing."

S0 we got to the telephone #nd cslled up the Meyor's
office end asked him to “sve the salonns clised. He said
the order hed Just gone out to close theu and they would be
closed.

Tken we ceme back to this corner end we heard informa-
tion coming out--- I wouldn't scy from sho or vhat, but there
#ere & lot of colored men gethered in a side street, in a%ﬁh,ﬁﬁi7
brick house, and there was information to the effect thet they
were zoing to attack that plsce.

Kr. Johnson: Yho was going to ettack 1t?

Col. Tripp: The mob; that the mob sould attsek the
place.

Lr. Johnson: Yot that the colored persons were going to
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make eny sattack?

3 > - !
Col. Tripp: No, sir; the colored persons had taken
f
refuge in the place. So I said to Mr. Fekete, "The thing to '
do 1s to gzo %o the bdbuilding snd get the colored people out.”
He said they were under arms and there was looked for en
atteck on thet place. ‘
|
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Hr. Johnson: Whaut was under a.rma?
Col, Tripp: Tne colored Feople in the house.
) I went down there with a small detachment, half a dozen
men - nct more #fay that - possibly four = and called up
: to the man in churge of the building, who wes known to
the City Attcrney. Tae re was a saloon telow, a bildard
s hall, and a kind of roaming house zbove.
; Mr. Jchknsoh: V¥ho was this man you called?
) Col. Tripp: - We called on the proprietor of the
| ) place. ‘
i ¥r. Joknson: Do you know his name?
Col. Cripp: No, I don't xnow,. He wus known to
"the City Attorrey. We called on him to come down end
I would esdcrt them to the City Hall, amd to bring all
the ir firearms out. So they came down ard a truck was
provided and they wexe sent down to the City Hall. Ve
got down to the City Hall -
1 Mr. Johnson: {quoting) Did ycu leave them arms?
| Col. Triyp: Yo, eir; we took up the arms and turned
them over to the polic e department upon ow arrival thxe,
Ve had no police with us at that time at all.
% So they were taken down to the City Hall.
A Mr. Johnson: Did yocu dizarm the whites who killed
that negro teside the building there?
Col. Tripp: Ve disarmed a number of them. Ve
picked up a great many zxrms during the day, in the afterncon

there, but the men that killedthe negro, I don't knavwho

did it, I never caw the shot fired, and I don't know who

= e e
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2=JWA had the arms that killed the negro.

When we got toc the City Hall the cclored people
were put into the City Kall. Some of them preferred
going to St. Lcuis. Ur. Fekete in his automodile took
a few of them over to St. Louis, that wanted to go over
there and whc gaid their homes were in St. Louis ard not

Fast St. Louils. They stayed at tlhe City Eall.

Just a while after I gct back there one othexr

organization had ccme in and they had been distributed

on the scene.

- Mr. Jchnsont Wnat tice did that crganization
‘ k get in?
' J Col. Tripp: Well, I wculd say sir, about - the
v first organization to arrive - if you don't mind, I will
read you the organization and the number of men there.
Tre first organization to arrive was Company G.
Mr. Jchnson: What was the first to arrive?

. Col., Tripp: Company G of the 4th Infantry, 8.40
a.me 3 officers and 27 enlisted xen on the mormirng of
July 2nd.

The second organization to arrive was Company H,

10.20 a.m., 2 officers and 32 enlisted men. That made
27 and 32 - 61 men. That is all we had in the city when

the Cocllinsville Avenue modb gathered.
¥r. Cooper: How many £ficers?
Col. Tripp: Five officers.
Mr. Cooper: TFive officers and 61 men?
Col, Tripp: Yes, sir; at 1.30.

Mr. Foss: Tt was 27 amd 32, you say?
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’ 3 Col. Tripp: Yes, sir.
° Yr., Foss: Tnat would make 59.
Col., Tripp: Yes, sir: and five officers. Now
the next crganization a rived at 1.20 and at the time this
’ riot wzs on, on Collinsville Avenue, I called up the
cyl 20 City Eall to serd up any availeble men that were the e,
or any organization to ccme ur on that scene with ¥ajor .
Klauae; - to0 ccme right up there and take comxand of them. (
Tris order was given by Col. Clayton. They did arrive
» there some zinutes after 1.2C. Tney cume right up there o
and they had three cofficers and 44 men. ;
: Now when I got back to the City Hall - .
¥r. Cooper: (Interpcsing) VWms time was that?
Col. Tripp: They got in at 1.30 p.m. We only .
had two crganizaticns in the city pricr to this 1.70
gathering on Collinsville Avenue.
Mr. Cooper: But when the 1.2C contingent arrived
4 you had then an agpgregate of how many men?
Col. Tripp: Tnen we rad an increase of 44 men.
Ur. Cooper: That made 1032
; Col. Tripps Yes. Tney came up there then after
1 this was over and patrolled the street and campletely
restored ader.
5 Mr. Cooper: But wait a moment. After 1.20 you

had 103 enlisted men and how many «fficers?

Col. Tripp: Ve had eight officers.

Mr. Cooper: From 1.2C on you had 103 enlisted men
in this city ani eight «fficers?

Col. Tripp: Yes; tkat is right, from that time on

until the next organization arrived. 1
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¥Mr, Cooper: Wmat time did that oxrganization arrive?
Col. Tripp: The next organizaticn arrived at -
well, we had here - Company °F" arrived at 8.00 p.m. with
three officers ard 41 men and they took part in another
riot Just as they arrived fom the depot.

When I got back to the City Hall some arrests had
been mede by two or three of the officers and men at that
time, aml the priscners were brought down to the City
Hall, indeperdent from the cclored men thut I escorted back
on the truck rersonally. The Mayor told me there was &
meeting of the Comrerical Club just across the way amd
asked me to go over to the meeting. Nov tiat wzis, I
would guess, about kalf past two, probably, or a quartae
to three = right in that neighbtorhood - and I went over
to the meeting and asked Col. Clayton to join me as soon
as he got some priscners @ay - taken: care of- and he
came over and Joined me in this meeting. The layor =
I wcs introduced by the Mayor - amd the Club stated that
they had Just rassed a resolution declaring martial law -
calling for the Governor to declare martial law, and
asked me to acquiesce in this desire, They also stated
that the Governor's Off ice was then on the line ard asked
me 1f I would not talk to them over the telephone,and I
did talk to the Governor's secretary over the telephone
and attempted to tell him in a brief way =

Mr. Johnson (interposing): As nearly & you can
now, state what time this was?

Col. Tripp: Well, I would say about a quarter to

three, as near as I can recocllect - more or less,
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declared.

1 stated to the Governor briefly whut rad haprened up
there, about my getting the assistunce of the Fedeml
Troops to cooperate with us, and that the Commercial
Club had passed a resolution Hr martial law and I stated
to the Governor's office =~

Mr. Cooper: (interposing) Now the witness is
reading with his finger cn that paper, amd I think B ought
to tell, if he can, without rending there, and see whut
your recollecticn is,

Col. Tripp: I have not read anything.

Mr. Foses: Well, I think he has a right to refer
to it.

Mr. Cooper: But the way usually for a witress
to testify is to testify as much as he can of his own
recollection and then he refreshes it afterwands,

Col. Tripp: I wus not reading anything. I was
looking at the number of of ficers and men that came in
there. I couldnt't see if I wanted to, without my
glasses; only 1 just had my finger on there - the time
the organizations arrived, so I could give you scre infore-
mation on it.

I told the Commercial Cludb that in my Judgment mar=
tial law should not ve declared, because if martial lew
was declared we suld lose the help of the city of ficials;
and so far as I culd see, the Maycr, his officers anl the
police who were working in harmony with the officers and
enlisted men of the Guard, and we were working with them,
and with the two orgecnizetions working tcgether bvetter
results could be had these, as though martial law was

Then I talked to the Governor's office.

e uup—
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6 Mr. Jormson: You say martial law was declared?
Col. Tripp: I said if martial law was declered.
It would be better for us not tc declare it. I talked
° ’ - to the Governor's office and outlined whx I had done
as to the Collinsville Avenue affair ard explained to
them that in my Jjudgment marti:zl lew should not be de~
clared, because we needed the cocoperation of the civil
authorities and they needed ouy ccoperation.

Nr. Jounson: If martial law had bteen declared
in what officizl position would that have placed you?

Col. Tripp: It would dererd altogether ugon the
proclanaticn of the Governor. If he had declared martial
law he would issue a proclemation and designate the
officer to be in charge of thetroops.

Ur. Johnson: Well, you i cocme down here as his
representztive, had you not?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir, ard I recommended to him
that I did not believe that martizl law should be declared.

Hr. Johnson: But %c?ou did come as his reprecsentative
it is reasonably certain that if martizl lav had been declared
you wculd have been put iscommand?

Col., Tripp: ©No, sir; I coculdn't say that.

Mr, Johnson: VWell, I didn't ask you for a certainty

about it, but I asked you if it wasn't a reasonable certainty.
Col. Tripp: I would hate to answer that question,
sir, because I don't know what he would have done in the
mztter.
Mr. Jolnson: But no otier officer was in com=-

; municution with the Govermor on the situation, wus there?

Col. Tripp: Weil, there was no one th ere except

i
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myself, but whsther he would have named me or not, I
canrnot say.

Mr, Jchnson: You 30 entertuin scme apprehension
that he might have gone cover ycur nead in the matter?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir. Th-re were other officers
in the State which it would rossibly have been more
logical to have tukeHo

M¥r. Johnson: Was tnat apprehension on ycur part
that he might have done - dces that grow out of any partice
ular feature of the service rendered on that day?

Col. Tripp: Of ccurse I did not give it a thought.
Uy Judgment was that we shculd not declare martial law and
separate the militia from the civil authorities or the
civil authorities from the militia, and weaken our organ-
izations. That was my idea in suggesting it, and I out-
lined that to the gentlemen precent.

Mr. Johnson: Then is tnat the basic argument on
wnich you would be against the declaration of martial law
in almost any instance, in all instances?

Col. Tripp: VWell, I would say that with the small
force that we had on hand r:ght there, and with a city
of nearly 10C,000 inhabitants, with practically everybody
in disorder here - that to have assumed the responsibility
wholly, with the few officers and men we had, and not have
the ccoperation of the civil authcrities, would not have
been zcting in the best Julgme>nt, as I saw it.

Mr. Johnson: Did you, in the telephone communica-

tion with the Governor, of which ycu nave just spoken,
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advise the Governor that the situ.tion here was well in

hand, ard tmt that wes your opposition to martial law?

Col. Tripp: I advised the Governor that we had
broken up the Collinsville Averue riot; that with the
five ,hurndred troops ordered in - when they shculd get
there = the five hundred troops, as I saw it, should restore
order. However, the troops did not get here as we ex~
pected.

¥r. Johnson! Did they come at all?

Col, Tripp: Yes, sir.

Ur. Johnson: When did they arrive?

Col. Tripp: The next crgenization to arrive was
at eight p.m.,with three officers and 4§ men.

¥Mr. Johnson: When had yocu expec.ted them to arrive?

Col. Tripp: Tney were oxdered h"'e;)a at three o'clock,
the morning that I left.

¥r., Johnson: But u:hen did you arrive?

Col. Tripp: We expcted them all here by noon
during the day, because they were from towns where they
could get here. But tre difficulty in getting men in
from those small towns is that they are all em_ployed on
farms, and they could not get woxd to themi"and they came in
J in small numbers am they were delayed. I had eery reason
to believe that all organizations that had been ordered

ought to reach here about noon of that day.

Mr, Foss: Now previous to that time, I understard
you rad 103 men and eight of ficers?

Col. Tripp: Yes,sir.

§ |
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Mr. Foss: Previous to eight p.m. when the other
troops arrived?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir; that is right. Then as
8. mas I left the meeting I came back to the City Hall
and the Mayor told me there had been & number of requests
coming in from outlying districts - the streets, the
names a the strcets I don't recall, but out in the
colored districts - where a large number of cclored men
were?orming with arms, and stated that that ought to
be locked into at once, and asked me to go right out
there personally arnd to break up the a.s‘:em‘bllag;(am to
recover the arms if possible. So I took a truck, an
automobile with four or five men, such as we could
gather together - a very few - and Mr. Fekete, the
City Attorney, and I went out to what is known as a
saloon way out in the cutskirts where the colored men
were forming, and we found that the 6&loon was open
and some fifteen cclored men were in there. Beer
was on the table, but there wus no disorder and I told
them if they lived there they had a right to remain;
if not, we would like for them to go to th:ir homes,
and if they had any arms to surrender them;-and that
it had been reported, I said, that they were forming
out there, and I asked the proprietor if he was organizing
any forces of colored people.

Mr. Johnson: In what nurbers had they formed there ?

Col. Tripp: Tnere were some fifteen or sixteen
there when I reached the scene. And he stuted that they

were not.
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’ 10 Mr. Johnson: pe stated, were not what?
cyl 22 Col. Tripp: Were not forming. I asked them
to suirender their arms, which they didn't offer to do.

’; Mr. Johnson: You din't insist?

Col. Tripp: The Chief of Poli® was with me, and
he said that they had arms and theat he vanted them seurched,
s0 we sturted in searching them with the help of the men,
and we found one man with twclve or fifteen cartridges,
shotgun cartridges, that had been split in the center, and
they corresponded with the kimi of cartridges that had
L ’ been fired into the autcmobile the night before, that :
kxilled the officer, so I tcok those cartridges af and
I went upstairs with the proprietor ard the Chief of
s { Police.
Mr. Johnson: Was that man arrested?
3 Col. Tripp: Yes, sir, and brought to the City
Hall immediutely. I went upstairs and searched the
place,

Mr. Johnson: Did he have a weapon of any kind?

Col. Tripp. No, sir: There were arms supposed
to have been hidden by a Dr. COppedge.—Ithink that was
his mame - and in searching his boxes of stores that had

been carriel in there we found no thing but automobile .

> supplies and some stationaery. We went vack down in to

g

the saloon and opened up a side place where they had a

, and there I found a rifle which hal some twelve ball
cartridges in it. I unloaded the rifle ami took the
rifle ard tl® ball cartridges and urged the colored men

§ to go home., I turned that over to the Chief of Police,
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11 and the cclored méen in charge of the saloan said, "ithere
is a place across the way where you will find arms, a

wnite saloon.” !

Mr. Johnscn? Colonel, for xy informaticn, tell
me about tnose split curtridges?

Col. Tripp: Vell, sir, the vest I c.n explain
that, they are the regular stotgun cartridges, having
large sized shot in them. They take and cut the cartridge
right in the center, split it right in the center so that
the cartridge only hangs by a piece of paper, and when it

is frired it goes right out in a lump instead of scattexr-
ing; and that ccrresponded with what tney picked up around
the automobile the night bvefore, where tle officers were

§ killed. Taney found them the next morning. We went
across the way where this wnite saloon was. in operaticn
and found one revolver only lying on the bar loaded. We
turned that over to the Chief of Police, sezrched his
place, anmi he asswed us there was no orgwnization there,
nor none had formed; that there was ro effort to make

any ard that perfect order would be restored. I asked
him to close his saloon and permit no orie to gather in
tnere during the day, ami he said he would, dbut suggested,
*you go down to Dr. Coppedge's garuge aml right near by

there youwill find some trouble,® Le said. So I want

dosn there and I fourd two cclored men in the garage,

iy

and a woman reprecenting herself to be Krs. Coppedge, and

I searched around there for armms and made inquiry for them.
They s.id there were none thex;e. I askxed for Dr.
Coppedge and he said they hadj{{een there since the night

cyl 23 before. They did not know where he w»as. So I asked

P 4
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tnese cclored men to go to their homes, and stay in off
the streets during thut day; not to go out or tsxe part
in arpy rics. They zssured me tney would go hcme. Ve
did the same with those ¥ee- Leex in the saloon and
tney all started out and went in different dir-ctionms totheir
home, except two, I bvelieve, that remained tlere as they
clzimel that that w.s their residence.

On re:ching the City Hall - it was getting along
then towards six o'clock, and when wse goct badk Colonel
Clayton reported there was a big fire of f in the neigh-
borhood where there had been great disorder, amd that
he had no trcops to send there. I went right Dc"if;ith
tne City Attorney to the blaze zni found scme 1500,
I would szy, gathered there, ani cnly one or two sentries

zround there.

Mr. Jormson: Was this 15C0 made up cf white people?

Col. Trirp: Wnik and colored I would =ay. I

think they uere wnite and colored. So I went right into

this mobdb.

ir. Johnson: Vere they ecwrl proporticns o

white and cclored?

Col. Tripp: I cculdn't say that, sir. I did not

make close emough observetion as to the color in there.
It was very dark - getting along towards darke.

Mr. Foss: VWheaftime was it?

Col. Tripp: I would say rossidbly 6.3C. I don't

recall. It xay have been seven,
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13 Mr. Jchnson: ¥nat fme did the sun set?
Col. Tripp: After #e had returned, as near as
I can tell you, it was along after we rud returned from '
there, in the evening. N I wént i‘ight into the mobd,
however, and commanded them in the name of the law of

the State of Illinois and the Governor to disperse this

unlawful asserrbix‘;nd go to their homes and to discon-

| tinue the riocting. I was Just simply thrown out &
there like a fcotball. I made tnis demand cr them as
i strong as I cculd, and I got right back intc the automo-
v bile -

¥r. Cooper (interposirg): Were you in uniform?

Col., Tripr: No, sir.

Mr. COOpér: How were ycu dressed that day?

Col. Tripp: I nad on a two piece grey suit amd a
straw hat. Before le.ving for there I was informed -
we were exrecting a comrany at seven p.m., that would be
in there - that Col. Clzyton e@ot some information there
would be a company there, so the City Attorney andi myself
retumed to the City Hall with the view of picking up this
corpany, which must have got in a little after seven p.m.
We loaded them on an automobile truck and I gave Col.

Clayton instructicns to take perscnal command of the pro-

visional company, pickirg up what he could find there and

to go right to the scene, with instructions to flank the
. men around this mob where they were burning duildings,

where they were nanging tg/e man, where they were reported

to have hung a man, where they nad killed anther, and I
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' 14 would be right there to tazke part in it. .f
, ¥r. Jchnson: Colonel, if you don't mind now,
the Committee would be glad to take a recess. )
X , Col. Tripp: I shall ve vay glad to come backe 3
, . Mr. Johnson: You can come back at two o'clocke.
. Col. Tripp: Yes, sir.
” ’ 23 (Whereupon, at one o'clock p.m. the Committee , .
) recessed.) ) } -
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AFTER RECESS.

( The Committee reassembled at two o'clack pem.)

Ur. Johnson:’ Cclonel, you may proceed with
yecur testimony.

Col. Tripp: I believe I lef? off where we returned
to the City Hall and started down where this mob had been
organized, and I had been down to that scene on Broadway,
I velieve, in company with Nr. Fekete, and went into the
crowd and ordered them to &isband and break up the as:zemblgges
in the name of the law. There being no response I said
1 ¥r. Fekete, "with four enlisted men, and with 1500 or 2000
men here we cannot make advenc e mcvement towards breaking
up the mobd. Th:re is a ccmpany «bout to arrive at the
City Hall, and we had better plan for me to 8o back and
pick up that comra:y, pick up as many w men as
rossioLe, ard return to the scene and endeavor to arrest
tne entire mob." %

Mr. Jonnson: ADid you 8say that?

Col. Tripp: I said th.t to Mr. Fekete, the City
Attorney, acting mayor. He acquiesced in my suggestion
and we returned to the City Hall and found Col. Clayton
a;nd this company vhich had just come in, Company B, 1
believe, with 60 men. I told him to tuke personal
charge of the company anl such additional men as he could
find and load them on to trucks that had been sent to the
City Hall, and proceed to the scene; and I would accompany
aim in an automobile right in advance and be thare to

assist them; thaat on arrival at the place I suggested

taat we deploy our line to the rcight and left flank and
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17 . encircle the modb, which Col. Cluyton thought we had
better do. On re.ching there I found thz modb had just
broken away from the point I hal found thzm in, and were
marching up the street. There were probably nearly a
thousznd, and they were dragging a negro by the neck,
with a rope around his neck ;mi .the negro on the ground

' . head forwurd, and some eight or ten men a hold of the
rope. We immediately deployed -our.troops, unloaded the
. trucks by the right and left flank, and I preceded the |

% ' troops md aided them in completing the circle around the ¥
: {’ T mob, andi Col. Clayton grabbed t'wo of the men - or his

f enlisted}nen, that nad hold of the rope. The other eight ’ l
ran back into the crowd and were lost for identification.
I helped the organiz..tionfcomplete this circle by closing
in and arrested prodbebly an:,dvhere from £-xrty to fifty men :

PR

myself and drev them into the circle. After we got our
circle completed ths rope was re.leased from tns colored
man's neck, and ifr, Fqkete put him in his automodbile
] ‘ anl took him to the hospital, The two men thzat had
hold of the rope were taXen to the City Hall separately

Eom e e

and these others were marched into the City Hall, where
I gaxve instructiors to Colonel Clayton to ins:ruct the :
police to book them all, to take théir names, search
them for arms, and to confine them. This we attempted
to do and did succeed in getting them all into the City
Hall - practically all of them -~ and during that time,

. while we were rutting them into the City Hzll, probably
. kei, a third < them confined, the Mayor came out and 1

was directing th2 work lewving Col. Clayton free to attend

P
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18 . to some other sork .nmi to send out on another call where
troops had been requested - whzre mobs were forming -
a small detachment o put those men in. After ne gat Zad)
sturted to disperse this mod, this second mob gathering
on th2 street, 2 call czme for danother command, where a
second mob was forming, and at that moment Compuny ¥
of Fenton came in with sémething like sixty six men,
three of ficers, Cfapt. Smith repating to me, and 1 ordered

’ him to proceel immediately up the2 street with double time,

without takingz time to emove nis sacks or any field equip- \

’ ] ment and circle the mod and make arrests as Ve had done
before. He started cut dth nis orranization at doudble )
quick time. I remaine? back to confine the prisoners \'
in the jail. By thz time thut Capt. Smith rexched the
street, he deployed by th= flanks and the crowd, the mod

completely’
2“ broxen up witwut an arrest being made a the

] was
geconl occasion.

By this *ime a r2port came to me in front of the
City Hall that numbers of our prisoners were going out
the back way ani as soon as I could get word to COIOn;el
Clayton to detail enlisted men to guard the back part
of the jail, and which ne did as soon as he could rick
up men available for that work - take them off of other
duties. v

At the point of confining the prisoners the :ayar
came to me and sz2id he n3d just talked with the Governor
a.nd the Govemor told aim the city w.s practically under

martial law. He tnzn asked me to assume full charge of

the city and the detaild of all the work, similar to tmat
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- I have uis state  ent in my eport, and I called out to
the crowd - there was quite a crowd gathering to see
the prisoners drove in - that ths city was nowN pructitally
unier martial law as tre Nayor mﬁ% and for all people
to return to their homes and to discontinue any disordar.
I remained there until all the priscners were taken into
the jail. By tnis time numerous fires were sturting all
over the city. Col. Clayton was dirz=cted to go out with
as many men as he could and protect the hose. It had
been reported that the hose wus being cut, and for him
to give all the aid to the fir=men possible.

No other unlawful gatherings appeared to be in
ope ation and that left the troops availabie to guard
the fire department, which was constantly growing very
rapidly - and as soon as that was done which wus
in a very short time, I callad up St. Louis and got in
canmunication from the City Hall with the Fire Department
and asked them for additional equipment, s«ying that
Fast St. Louis had not sufficient egipment to &tinguish
the fires anl distribute their equipment over the terri-
tory where fires were being started. After consijerable
delay, I would say half an hours' time, I finally got in
communicition with the City Hall over there and tle Fire
Department, and the gentleman on tne line said they
could not send over equipment because they would not
run the risk of having it destrcyed. I agsured them '
that we coull give them a guurd to protect it, and after
another hour, I would say, the Caief of the Fire Depart=
ment came over and I talked to him and pointed out that

g = o o
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these fires were growing and that unlkss we had help I w.s
of thz opinion that ths city woulr%burn dowm anl the Chied
of the Fire Department then consented to ssnd over some
equipment, and I gave him a guard and asked Col. Clayton
to detail a number of men to guard the equipment on its
arrival. He sent it over, and they did efficient work
and the fire was extinguished.“ o

Going along after that time until twelve o'clock
the detail work was going on all over the city, perfect=-
ing the organization, perfecting the limcof guard, and
doing all sorts of work on calls where troops were
coming in, sending them to various places over the city
where thz reports were coming in that there was disorder,
and sending them out as fast as we could. There were
no mcre mobs after those two large ones that I am speak=-
ing of ,and we continued to fight the fires, guarding the
equipment the balance of tle night. I velieve tlat m
all of my story. As I said it is all,.tne streets,
Wand maps, are marked and the details of it; the
instructions to the tropsanl the time of arrival of all
of the trrops, and those who took part at the different
places, and the names of the officers, the organizations,
are embodied in my report, which 1s dictated, was made
up immedia ely after the trouble was over - the next day
or two.

Mr. Fekete, the City Attorney and acting maya,
was with me prectically all of tne time, and every Jdemand

made on me for any kind of duty was absoluely carried out
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to the letter.
Mr. Cooper: You said that when you heard thut a

mob was forming - a laxge mob, etc. - that Col. Clayton
®as ordered to go out amd do what?

Col. Tripp: At the time we were getting prisoners
at the City Hall? ‘

¥Mr, Cooper: Something like that?

Col. Tripp: Well, we were confining the prisoners
at the City Hall, and the report came - we were keeping
in communication with allthe disorder by telephone or
by messenzges3 - that a mob wus forming up on Illinois
Avenue. Col. Cl:yton immediately left with such men
as he had there to look after that modb, le xingqigack with
a small detachment to complete the work of cornfining the
prisone r3 already arrested, which numbered something like
between three hundred and fifty and five hundred men.

Mr, Cooper: You said several timeslmls af ternoon =
%ou did this morning - that Col. Clayton was ordered
to go and do so and so. Who ordered Col. Clayton to do

—-that thing?

‘ Col. Tripp: Well, I suy "order®,The call came -
for assistance, and we were there to paform the work amnd
Col. Clayton went. I asked him to go and I would attend
to the other work.

Mr. Cooper: Well, what do you me:n by saying that
Col. Clayton = you said it several times - was ordered to

do so and so?
Col. Tripp: It meant that he should proceed there

[ - - ——— B U U, R e S U
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22 with all the avzilable help
Mr. Cooper: Whno omdered him?
Col. Tripp: I did, sir.
Mr, Cooper: Wz1l, if you were not in command
wnat autaority ned you to order Col, Clayton to do any-
thing?

Col. Triop: Because I wrs acting as a representa-

tive of the Adjutent Genaral's Office, and an order of

that sort, a request of that sort, is equivalent to an

R

ordar = that he would obey it. We were working together.
‘- ¥r. Coopars Well, you said this morning that .

o )

you wern't in camnand. As a matter of fuct, you were,

¥ |
wern't you?
: ? Col. Trivp:t ©Wo, sir, I don't consider myself in
1 command of the troops.

Yr. Cooper: How could you order the commander of
the troops to go anywhere unless you were in command?

Col., Tripp: Well, tne ordering of the troops =
the ordering of tne officer in charge of the troops to go =
he would naturally take the orders from me.

Yr. Cooper: Well, you were in command of th2 officer
in commani of the troops?

Col. Tripp: I represented the Govarnor's office, 4

- and a requsst on my part ©uld be ejuivalent to an onder.

¥r. Cooper: Then you were in command of the troops
in Fast St. Louis on that day, essentially?

Col. Tripp: I don't say so.

Xr. Cooper: I am not saying whather you say so

oxr not.
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23 Col. Tripp: I testified that I was not in
command s
dr. Cooper: I know you did, but shat do the facts
showo, The facts show that you ordered the next highest
officer nere, Col. Clayton, to go and do a certain thing,
and he d4id it.
¢ Col. Tripp: Yes, sir.
Hr. Coop=r: And you said that your request of
nim to go and do that was equivalent to a command.
Col..Tripp: Certainly.

" Mr. Cooper: How could you give a commamd to a

military officer unless you were the military officer in

commard ?

Col. Tripp: I was the representutive fram the

Py

Governor's Office, and orders from the Governor's Office
are obeyed.

Ur, Cooper: Exactlye. Then you were in control
of the situation?

Col. Tripp: I was his representative.

Mr. Cooper: The Governor wasn't the=2, was he?

Col. Tripp: Ho, sir.

Mr,., Cooper: And your regquest on behalf of the
Govermor wis equivalent to a command?

- Col. Tripp: I didn't say on behalf of the Govemor.

I said, "Col. Clayton, you\f: and do that, and I will take
charge of this work."

Mr, Cooper: Exactly, and Col. Clayton obeyed?

Col. Tripp: Absolutely.
Mr., Cooper: Well, if he ucted in obedience to ycur
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orders, you could order him, couldn't you?

Col. Triopp:
you wish to,

Mr, Cooper:

Well, you might term it tnat, if

You might term it that. Then you

were in commnand, weren't you?

Col. Tripp:
Ur. Cooper:

Col. Tripp:

No, sir; I wos not.
Was Col. Clayton in command of you?

Col. Clayton was ordered to tzke
¢

PO —

command of all of the troops, being the rankuﬂbd field
officer of the line xesent, as I stuted in the beginning

of my statement to the Committee, which is correct.

Mr. Cooper:
of a moment ago in

the representative

What did you mean by your staterent
raply to my question, thait you were

of the Governor here and that your

request was equivalent to a command?

Col. Tripp:

Well, because an order from the Governor,

‘LJ7P the commander-in-chief of thne forces, would be obeyed.

Mr. Cooper:
to deliver it.
Col. Tripp:

Mr. Cooper:

Well, but the Governor was not here

NO‘ , 8ir.

Well, then,-you in tre Governor's place

did deliver it’didn't you?

Col. Tripp:
second mob.

Mr. Cooper:

I directed him to go and disperse the

How could you dicect a soldier - how

could you direct an offier unless you were in commard of

that officer?
Col. Tripp:

That is a matter of interpretationm.

I do not, as I told you before, consider myself in commnand

[ ——— - . em e -
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25 of the forces. I ®as the representztive of the Governor's i
Ooffice who goes out on those duties, but we don't consider

ourselves the commanding of ficer of the troops, hor

attempt to drill the troops or discipline them or instruct

them. on matters of that sort. .
g Yr. Cooper: You were , We will s:y, as
’J a sort of deputy governor?

Col. Tripp: You can make any interpretation of

it you wish. I was stating th+«t I was not in command

of the line of the orgunizations here; that we had desig-
, nated‘-to Col, Clayton of. tre line to command, I being an

? " administrative officerd&lmy duties from an administra-
tive standpoint.

Mr. Cooper: Now never mini the language; get down
J to the facts. You gave the dir=ctions to the commranler
of the forces, Col. Clayton, to do so and so, anl he went,
didn't he?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir.

Mr. Cooper: Exactly. Will you tell me how you
could direct on behalf of the Governor, a military officer
to execute a certain order for the surpression of a riot
if you hadn't the authority to dirsct him? X

Col. Tripp: Well, the orders would not be ques-
t ioned. It was for the best interest of the city tmt

Ry

he go and do that vecy thing. ;

Mr. Cooper: Whet power did you have to tell Col.
Clayton whare to go and where not to go?

Col. Tripp: Well, I take it my power wus as a
representative of the Governor.

Mr. Cooper: Well, if you as a representative of the

< tte»
Governor, sort of zeting for the Governor here - wes
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' ; 26 dirceting the scldiers and tae officers,a;‘\a{i'l of the scldiers
and of ficers to go here amd to go there, you were in com-
’ > : manl of the forces nze, were you not?
Col. Tri:.p: Well, 8irc, you may tem it tmat, if
you wished. I don't take tnat intxpretation of it.
. I don't think our office dces.
1 ¥r. Cooper: Was Col. Cl&zton authorized to send
‘ troops against your wishes here &E there?
< Coles Tripp: Yes, sir; positively - %> attend to
; the situation absolutely hise seme, we conferred together,
¥r. Cooper: Did he exercise it?
3 N -Col. Tripp: Yes, sir; right along.
g HYr, Cooper: Against your wishes?
1 Col. Tripp: I didn't have any words or contradition
] on anything that was done.
Mr. Cooper: He did just as you said every time?
Col. Tripp: Yo, sir; he zcted on his own orders
right along all the time.
q ' Mr. Cooper: Well, whot did you mean when you

said -

Col. Tripp: (interposing) I meant this -

Mr. Cooper (interrosing): Let me ask the questions:
no¥ for a moment. You scid before recess, and you have

said several times since r=cess, thaut Col., Clayton wus

order to go so and so0. i
Col. Tripp: Yes, sir.
Mr. Cooper: And ycu gave the order?
Col. Tripp: Yes, sir; positively, in this way, -
Mr. Cooper {interposing) On behalf of tne Governor?

Hol. Tripp: I ordered Capt. Smith to go immedi-
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ately and take command of that situation, because it was
necessary to give the onlers.

Ur. Cooper: You did?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir; I stated so, and my report
ghows that. Capt. Smith arrived during the time the
priscners were being confined in the jail.

Mr. Cooper: Well, J:‘e:f;z'et back to the time you
ordzred Col. Clayton arcund » t0 go nere ani thers to
suppress a riot, this or tmt place, and take troops
w#ith him, and Col. Clayton obeyed your orders

Col. Tripp:t Yes, sir.

My, Cooper: Will yog tell me hew you can comnand
a military officer unless ycu have authority to command
nim?

Col. Tripp: Well, my autnority, as I stated before,
sir, - my authority 1is being the representative of the
Adjutant Generazlts offica, where 2ll orders emanate.

Mr. Cooper: Did you exce=d your authority any
time that afternoon?

Cecl. Tripp: VNo, sir; positively I did not.

ur, Cooper: Pren you were entitled or authorized
to order Col. Clayton to take groops and go here and there
in tnis Oty Hu:fchnt?

Col. Tripp: I think so.

Hr, Cooper: And h#mrsuance of your authority you
gave the omers?

,o;.f:Ol. Tripp: I gave him ins*ructions to go there,
yves Euidd,

#r. Cooper: low you weren't in uniform that day?
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28 Col. Tripp: No, sir:
Mir. Cooper: You were in a straw hat and a grey
suit?
Col. Tripp: That is right.
"' Hr. Cooper: The uniform you have on to-d=zy is
’ the uniform :that you surely would auve kad on if ycu had
been dréssed in a unifors that day?
Col. Tripp: This is the prescrbed uniform, sir,
I am wearing to-day.
¥r. Cooper: VWhy didn't you put on yowr uniorm
- that day?
‘_i ' Col. Tripp: I was called out of zy bed at three
1

o'clock in the morning and I went to the Adjutant General's
Office ani xorked with the Assistant Adjutant General in
getting out the troops ani left on the exz}y morning train
leaving the-e some time between four and five o'clock,
and it would have been impossivle for me to make tne early
‘ train and get down here, to go nom® and get in a uniform.

Mr. Cooper: Where was your uniform?

Col. Tripp: Buck at my residence.

¥r, Cooper: Thit is where you were in bed?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir. :

Ur. Cooper: What was the message that cams to you?
G- Col. Tripp: From the Assistant Adjustant General?

Ur. Cooper: What was the message that got you out

of ved in the morning?

Col, Tripp: I received a telephone message from the
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Assistant Adjutawbt General, Col. R. J. Shann, to come to
the office and talk over the matter of sending troops

down to Fast St. Louils. I went right down there without
the waste of time. I might stat: for tne informaticn of
the Committee that all riots that I hcve been on and I

have been on a nunber of them in the lat seven y eurs,

while serving as assistant quartermaster general of this
state = I have never bveen out in uniform.

Mr. Cooper: Why did you come down in full
uniformk h‘l“%ere is no riot on to-day.

Col. Tripp: Because tne troops are in the service
znd we have been in uniform since about the first of Septem-
ber.

Mr. Raker: The troops have been Federalized?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir. Now we :(re ordered to wear
the uniform.

iir. Cooper: Now you knew you were coming dov¥n here
#ith the militia?

Col. Tri:p: No, sir; I didn't know it until a few
minutes tefore I started, I went to the office to work
with the Assistant Adjutant General, to get cut the trcors,
and at the last moment he asked me if I wculd go down here

and I ccnsented and came immedlately.

. Mr. Cooper: Now witnesses, a number, apparently

of high character, huve bYeen before tanis Gomitteej{;fnie-r
oath and have testified that on the second of July, scldiers
were stutiocned here and tlere in the city; one detachment
under the ccmmond or acccempanied by a member of thu.; police

force; and tlese witnesses have testified to the actual
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30 mur ‘er of negroces by the militia men on the seccnd of

July in this city. Pc you xnow anything about that?

Ccls Tripp: Nc, sirj; no such informeticn came to
cur office. There wasz‘uerroneous report came down there
that a soldier had killed a negro or fired c¢cn him, and
I asked all the officers around the City Hall to inves-
tigate the matter and report on it, and gether any in-
formation pocssible on the subject, and no infornut ion
or tangible prcof came to me on such a proyposition.

Mr., Cocper: Were ycu on the board of military
inquiry hee?

Coli., Tripp: I wus a witness before the board.

Mr. Ccorer: D¢ you know that a witness went
before that board and testified under oath thut he could
identify the murderer if he were afforded en orportunity -
one of the militiamen?

Col. Tripp: No, sir; I do not.

Mr. Cooper: Did you ever heur about thut?

Col. Tripp: I nhave heurd newspaper rerorts of
the proposition, sir,.

Mr. Cooper: Tais was all in secret, this military

inquiry, wasn't it?

Col. Tripp: Well, I was there probably a very
short time, and didn't stay thrcugh the inguiry. I never
read over their proceedings.

Mr. Cooper: Did ycu know thut Mr. Reger, the

president of the Grant Chemical Comyany, who says their

plant, £€300,000 worth of property here, was on fire ot one
time just before the fire started, did you know thit he
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31 testified under cath here tiat he heard scme scldiers
at & distance of sbout thirty feet from him, militiamen

in unifom, having rifles in tneir hands, conversing

with each other, and one said to the other, "ycu cculdn't
1 hurt enytiing with that gun,” and the cther said, "the
rell, I couldn't," ani tlereugpcn he deliberately raised
his rifle and shot t a group of five or six - approxi-
rately that number - c¢f hamless negroes a distance of

tzres or four hundred feet, staznding terrorized and one

of them dropped to the grcund mnhen the rifle went off?
T'id ycu know that?

; Col, Tripp: VNo, sir, I don't.

' ir. Cocper: Did ycu krow that & man cume nere snthe W
i i testified here under ocath that he saw four or five
militiemen stand here in tnis city, by a building which
had been constructed at a certain level, and after its

o erection the street had been filled in front of it, so
that tlhie floor of the second story wis on the level with
tre street - the sidewalk, and thut he saw that building
on fire and from the reur dcor down in the depression

he saw two negroes run, and that these militiamen deliber-
ately raised their guns ard killed both of those negroes
as they were trying to scaée from the burning building?

Pid vcu know that?
Col. Tripp: No, sir; I do not. I never heard

tre story.

Hr. Ccoper: Wus all the record o this ccurt martial

kept fror the ne:.spapers?
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Col. Tripp: I cculén't tellX’;ﬁ'.

Xr. Ccoper: Huve you ever heard of any of that
testimony teing rutlished?

Col., Tripp: No, sire. :

i{r., Cooper: Did you xnow that several reputable
witnesses idertified a man by the name of McCafferty -
or wnuztever Lis name is, and they sav him drunk, stad a
boy by the name ofFysinger to death with a baycnet?

Cole. Trirp: On whzt day?

Hr. Cocper: On the seccond.

Col. Tripp: Yo, sir.

ifr. Cooper: Or ary other day?

Col. Tripp: I understcod there was a bcy stubbed =
a2 man stzbbed along later on, rrovablye. -

Mr. Cocper: Two weeks later?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir, I Lkeurd of that, sir.

Hr. Cocgper: Tais toy was the support of relative_s, i
an orphan boy.

Col. Tripp: I have heard that stery, yee, sir.

¥r, Ccorer: Did you know that all who kriow him
spezk ¢f him in the very highest terms, as an industricus,
gcod boy?

Col. Tripp: Yo, sir, I did not.

2r. Ccoper: Did ycu know that some of them that
saw the ascsault, =aid that the soldier was drunk?

Col. Tripp: Nog, sir.

¥r. Cocrer: And that he stabbed this boy and pierced
the femorzl artery ard he bled to death?

Col. Tripp: Wof, sir, I know nothing about the
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Mr. Cooper:

Col. Tripp:

after I lefte.
Xr. Cooper:
being yubtlished?
Col. Tripp:
Ur, Cooper:
soldier?
- Col. Triyp:

¥r. Ccoper:

33 testimony, of that.

Did you ever hear anything abont it?

I reard there was a ccurt martial

here and the bvoy wus tried for stubbing a man. Thut was

Did you ever kxnow of that testimecny

Ho, sir; I never read it.

Didycu ever xnow what becaume of that

}10,, sir.
If a scldier did murder a boy like

3 that, wa3s there any reascn why thzt testimcny should not
have teen published, anddhe fellow apprehended and punished?

Col. Tripp: I kxnow of none, sir.

Mr. Cooper: Were ycu here & the time this boy
#as stabbed?

Col. Tripp: No , sir.

Hr. Coope: Waere were ycu on that day?

Col. Tripp: I cculdn't recall where I was, but I
was cn duty scme place in Illinois. I hed been reiieved
from duty and gone out on other work. I might nave been

in Peoria, I might have Yteen in f.!oline, or Cricago.

Mr. Coorer: Did ycu ever hear about witnesses
ccming here and testifying - I urderstand they have said :
the same thing elsewherx}e, - that they saw a soldier in
uniform with a gun in his hands tell socme man who stood .
with a revolver and had been firing into the residence of f

|

a negro and lad exhausted tle cartridges in his revolver,
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s 34 to load ur again and shoot some more?
Col. Tripp: No, sir.

Mr. Cooper: Tnat he stood there armd sutched it?
’ ' ‘ Cél. Tripp: No, sir, I never heard it before.

Mr. Cooper: How thorough an investigution did
yau ever make, or anybody else muke, of the ccrduct of
those militizmen here cn that day?

. Col. Tripp: I didn't make any, sir. I merely
&5 repo ited the fects that few hours I was here, 4s near as
I cculd, whut took place, what went on up to twelve o'clock
. of that night, when General Pickson arrived here and took
command of the situxtion, und I mde no report after that
time and no investigation. I did work, hovever, with the
troops and with the Generzl for a rnumber of days, trying
cyl 32 to recstore order,and putting cut fires, etc., but I made

no investigatiors. MMy investigation ended at twelve o'clock

)

that night.
Mr. Cooper: Didycu ever hear of the testimony

of a man seeing a soldier who displzyed seventeen cart-
ridge clips, I believe they call them, after they had been
discharged?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir; cortridge clips or cases.

¥r, Cooper: And a ccnversation like this ensued:

- T A T G (7 STV Y s ytomegrar iy -

*Did you shoot all those at the mob?®* ®Oh, no," swys he,
*I never can hit anything but a black target.® Did you

ever hear that?

Col. Tripp: No, sir, I never did, I might say

that I cnly know of two shots being fired, and that was
reported after the following day thut they were fired by —-—




35 on crie f the streets in the air. There were only two
shots fired that I know znything zbcut, eoming from any
? of the socldiers. Iy report shows thet.
j Ur. Cooper: You hal one hundred ard how many
men here at half past one, th:t day? Before two o'clock
103 men, I think, and eight cfficers?
£0l. TrirF: I can tell ycu that exwuctly. (con-
culting papers) At 8.40 a.m. cn July 2nd -
¥r. Cooper (int eposing): I said¢ 1.20 in the
afternoon.
> Col. Tripp: Well,I was givirg ycu all the organ-
izaticns of the day.
Kr. Cooper: But I want to know how many you had
at 1.3C in the afterncon, while this rioting w.s going on?
Col. Tripp: Just excuse me a minute. ( Ccnsulting
paper) Now at 1.3Q, participating in the work we hid
- 5% men and five officers. AYv 1.30, ofter leuving the
City FEall for Ccllinsville Avenue, came znotner crganization
which cume up there and took rart in that work with three
officers and 44 men. There is 44 to add to it. They
did no&am, however, ad dc any duv*y *‘n conncction with
breaking up the riot cn Collinsville Avenue. ’
Mr. Ccoper: I amlhot asking yocu what they did; I
- am asking you hcw many men you had here at thut hour, at
two ofclock. At 1.30 we had 5% officers and five men.
Mr, Cooper: Wnen did the 44 come in?
. Col., Tripp: At 1.30.
Mr. Cooper: How many did you have at twe o'clock?

You nad 103 men and how many officers?
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Col. Tripp: We had at 1.20, 44 additicnal men,
but they weren't there to tuke yart with us.

Hr. Cooper: Yo had them at twc o'clock?

Col. Tripp: Well, they cume ur afier the Collins-
ville Avenue mob had beeridispersed.

¥y, Coopcr: Thnen ycu had 103 men aefter that mod
huad teen dispersed?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir; 103, )

Ur. Coopsr: How, suppose that yocu nad token $0
men - two detachments of 50 men each, ani of ficered proper=
ly; these men hud rifles with bayo'nets in place, guns
loaded, amd ycu had given instructions tc¢ them to go up
and down these streets ami everywhere else about, and notified
the mob tlut you would have no more muriers on these streets,
and no more burnings, how many do ycu suppose there would
have bteen? How much of & mob wculd there nave been if trey
hud seen fifty deteimined men with loaded rifles ami bayo-
nets in plece? )

Col. Tripf: At two o'clock after the mcb was dise-
persed on Collinsville Avenue, ard -fter tnat time men were
patrolling thestreets; they were giving out instructions,

moving men on and breaking ur unlawful assemblages, etc.
That w:s the instructicns they receiveds Tney Were to

do thzt and at thut time up until the time, 1.3C in the
afternoon, there hadn't been anyone killed. At two
o'clock wnhen th.t mob was broken upr these sentries were
all rut on trelr beat, instructing .emd werking - we brought
in something like from thut hcuruggg eight o'clock, be-

tween five hundred amd six hunred refugees that we had

e T ST
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got ten away from these people and dbrought them dcwn to
the City Hall. And I might say that if ~e had used those
fifty that ycu are spezking of as a unit on eah of those
mobs, it would have teen more effective, but it would
not have been czrrying out the crders of the Mayor, to
whom we nzd repoxted for instructions and duty.

Mr. Cooper: ° Now ycu are putting the responsi-
bility for those being broke up into detachmentis upon
the Mayor?

Col. Tripp: I say that we absclutely distributed
cur men zccording to the orders of the Mayor, whom we were

directed to report to and carry cut his wishes and orders,

sand help him to',suppress the riots and keep oxder.

Mr, Cooper: Now tmut is most interesting irf ormation.

Col. Tripp: That is the oriers we received, to
repoxrt to the XMayor.

Mr. Cooper: So that the rutting of four cr five
men over at this building which was burning and from wiich
the men tried to escape znd were killed - the rutting of
those men over there w.s in accordance with the wishes
of Mayor Mollman?

Col. Tripp: VWe distributed them exactly as the
Mayor directed, or his = ting mayor.

Yr. Cooper: Or the zacting mayor?

Col., Tripp: Yes, sir.

¥r. Cooper: Well, wno was acting mayor?

Col. Tripp: Thos. L. Fekete, City Attorney.

Mr. Cooper: How large groups were these men divided!
into?

RS
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38 Col. Tripp: They were distributed, say two or
three in a block - our first sentries. They “were dis-
tributed in that number cover this territory we had to
guard, A few of them were dcwn at the free bridge, we
had a few down the:e, und they were there as a squad.

Others were distributed along the streets at intervals

of, well, I should judge anywhere from 250 to 300 feet or
more apart.

¥Mr. Cooper: That was when ycu first came in the
morning?

- Col. Tripp: All the way through, in the afternoon.
And when we acted as a unit, we had to gather our men fip
from off the streets to form a provisional company.

Mr. Cooper: Well, now there is a mob, the picture
of a mob (exhibiting photograph) and the picture is tuken
by the Internaticnal Film Service. It says here "60,270,
Fhotograph, International Film Service, scene in East St.

o
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Louis Race Riots." I am reading what is attached to it,

sttt

"companion picture to 60271, The negro in front of the
car has been caught by the mob. Note the militiemen
standing around, apparently docing nothing.®

3 See if you know anything about that? (Handing

photograprh to witness).
Col, Tripp: (After examing photograph) I don't <

NN

know where that was taken. I can't locate it,
Mr. Cooper: Do you recognize ' that scene?
b Col. Tripp: No, sir.

: Mr. Cooper: Do you see those militiamen there with

their rifles standing straight up?
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Col, Tripp: Tnere were four militiamen - not

more than four.
Mr. Cooper: Not more tnun four? Look at that

again.

Col. Trigp: I am telling you what I know.

Mr. Cooper: Well, now wait a moment. Don't have
the record show that you are talxing about this picture
when you are not. That is sonething you say you don't
know anything about.

Cols Tripy: I say I don't recognize that picture.

Mr. Cooper: Well, then con't talk about what you
saw four militismen do, because that dcn't relate to
this piture and the record would confuse people, I
should think from looking that over, that that there are
as many as fifteen or twenty militiamen there while this
negro is being mobbed, taken from the car. You don't
xnow anything abcut that?

Col. Tripp: Give me tne time and place and I
Zonwdd- proba‘blycftl‘{‘%d? sometning about thzt, sir.

Hre Cooper: But can ycu tell by looking ut the
picture?

Cols Tripp: No, sir; I cculdn't recognize thut
sicture at all.

Not speuking about the picture, on Collinsville
Avenue, at 1.30 after I was in thut mob, a street cur
¥e8 stopped «nd men went thrcugh the car, so I am told -
I did not seeit - to' lock for coclored men. I was in tnis

mob, as I told you before, with one enlisted man with

T— e T P R
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40 his gun flzt wzys rushing intc the middle of the crowd. ,
ir. Raker : This was whut time, now?
Cols Tripr: Thetime I am speaking of wa g about
1.20 in the fternoon.
¥Mr. Cooper: Wnat strect was thut?

Col. Tripp: Collinsville Avenue nezr tr.z Labor

Termple.

T

Mr. Cooper: And you with one militiaman - ,

Col. Tripp: (inte qpcsing) With one militiaman - .

- S TITI ST | RV Ky ey ey rivegs ey BRI 0 400

Mr. Ccoper: (interposing) Were there any more

TR

"o

, ; - there? i
Col. Tripr: I said there were a2t least two, not !
over four in th=zt block, but I took one with nhis gun when

I jumped out of the automobile and pressed into ‘he crowd

B Ll S RRRE

with it. Tnat is all I saw until I got to the telephone. ‘

n vt -

cyl 35 ¥r. Cooper: Well, was there anythirg in ycur
. clothing or anvthing which you displeyed to the crcwd to

i, indicate that ycu were the representative of the Governor?

Col. Tripp: Except, as I gave my order to them to
disperse, sir, I rad no uniform, no insignia. '

Nr. Cooper: You had no uniform or cadge, but were
in ordinary civilian costime?

Col, Trirp: Tmat is right. g

r. Cooper: Did you bring a grip with you?

Col, Tripp: Yes, sir.

Xdr. Cooper: How long did you remain before you
returned to Srringfield? , -
| Col. Tripr: Four or five duys.

e g wm AT e ST TR TN
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41 Mr. Coorer: Was it a suitcase or a ssall grip?
Cole. Tripp: It vas a little bat of a grip witha

few toilet articles. I xnow I didn't have the change,

il

: if I remember, of a shirt. I simply had tc wear what

I had, .
? Yr, Cooper: DidA't it cccur to you thzt if you

: were coming to a city of this size to surpress a riot

which from the message you nad reascn to infer would be

one of some violence, scme size, that it would be well

"

) to bring sometning to show ycur officiul positicn?

1 . Col. Tripp: When I roceived the infmation at

‘ my home, at three o'clock in the morning, I got no infor-
mation from the Assistwnt Adjutant General to the effect
that I would go to St. Louis, - ncne at all.

Hr. Cooper: Hew did ycu ccme to take the grip with
you?

Col. Tripp: Well, I just grabbeld my grip when I
went out of my room - mzybe a snirt in it and a few things
I had there.

lr. Cooper: You didr't grad ycm’grlp Just to go
over to the Adjutant Generzl's Office, diq you?

Cols Tripp: VWell, sir, I grabved my grip, as 1
told you, to go down there, not knowing that I w_s comirg

- down here, nor I didn'’t <now I w 3 coming down here until

a‘xvery few minutes before 1t was nrecessary for.me to catch
the mornix_lg trxain.
Mr. Cooper: You got ocut of bed and caught up yowr
gripe. Whe re did ycu suprose you were going with the grip?
Col. Tripp: I wes going to the Adjutant Generalls
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Yr., Cooper: You usually take a grip to go to
the Adjutant General's Office?

Col. Trirp: I tcok it alorg.

Mr. Cooper: You tocok it alogg because ycu thougnt
you were going out of the city, didn't you?

Col. Tripr: Well, I didn't xnow, but I never wear
a uniform on tnose occasions. If I had “newn 1t I would
not have put my unifcrm on.

r. Ccoper: A military officer, going out to
rerform what amounts to a military duty, wouldn't taks

nis uriform with him?

Col. Tripp: It as not been custcmary to take

¥

R RANE I

cur uniforms cn these details. I have been cn a numix
of riot details this year.
Hr. Ccoper: You take an ordinary mob -

Col. Tripp: {interposing) We don't go out in

tne military cagrzacity, commanding trcops. We go down

there to look into the matter and make scme report on

P

it. il
) Yr. Cooper: But the soldiers all came here in I
uniform?
) . Col. Tripp: Tney were orders down in unifom, ¢ 5
T yes, sir.

¥r. Cooper: Wno odered tnem dcwn in uniiowm?
Col. Tripp: The Adjutant Gensral ordered them to
proceed in th=2 regular way.

¥r. Cooper: Did he order them in your presence?
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] 43 Col. Tripp: Y23, sir; some of them were onlered

J over the telephone in 1y presences

| Xr. Cooper: They were ordered in your presence

? by the Adjutant Gensral to come dcsn nere in unifom?

eyl 36 Col. Tripp: Well, the word "unidrm® was not used.

ure. Cooper: Because that is undecrstood?

R

Coles Tripp: That is understood, that a company

called out for =zny duty ut all would be in uniform.

dr., Cooper: And you, having nard that the mili-
tary cuampanies were or.ered to tne scene of this riot,
tne order naving dbeen issued in your presence, knowipg
of course, as ycu say, taat they would bs in uniform;
that it is their duty to be in}miform, you came doan here
and were comimg do.v_n here to assume command -

Col. Tripp (Interposing): No, sir, I wusn't =

#r., Cooper: (Interposing) Well, but you ordered
Col. Clayton and tae troops around.

Col. Tripp: Well, you may admit al'l of that, but
I wasn't coming down here as designated in command.

ir. Cooper: You cume right down hsre and issued
orders c¢n behalf of the Governor?

Col. Tripp: I came down here and had a meeting
with all the officers.

Mr. Cooper:  But just answer the question.™ You ]

czme dow and directel the troops here and there, and you H

told Col. Cluyton where to go?

Col. Tripp: I told Col. Clayton when we got back

fremthe City Hal there, to go right up wi‘th what troops

taat he had to suppress that mobd. I ramained them to

»
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take care of zetting those prisoners confined. Tnat
he did, and I did the s.me - ramained there and did the
work there.

Ur. Coopsr: Vell, the officer who was to exe-
cute the orders, sxscuted ycur o xiers that day?

Col., Tripp: Yo, there wouldn't be any question
about it.

Mr. Cooper: Well, that is all, I guess.

r. Roker: What time do you say you got nere?

Col. Tripp: About eight o'clock, sir.

Zre Raker: And wihwe did you first land in town?

Col., Trirp: I cwme over from St. Louis on a

street car.

E e W e R e s o e oW e B S KT W g

Mr. Raker: Ycu went to St. Louis? Lﬁ-.’ ) ';

Col. Triop: No, I got off here on this gide and4
came right up tc the City Hall,

Mr. Raker: Now be definite on that?

Ccle Tricpp: I can,t be d8finite to tell the truth.
I am not sure waztaer 1 x;oa,d over to St. Louis on that
train. I think I did, and then came over here fram there.
At any rate, I went right to the City Hull as soon as I
could get - as scon as I reached here. I first drcpped
into the Police Depur tment, and then from there over to
the City Hall.

Mr. Rakar: Were you alone?

Col., Tricp: I was alone.

Mr. Roker: Wall, you found when you got to the
City Hall, the }ayor?

Cols Trixzp: No, he wazs not an. I waited some

little time before he came in, some few minute.s.




v i e i I . i e s BAITRR N B o T oA st -

A e e e — g ——— e o g 4 7 S AP

45 Mr. Raker: And the City Bttorney?
Col, Tripp: Yes, sir.
Mr, Raker: Ani the City Clerk?

] C6l. Tri p: Yes, tne City Clerk.
! Kr. Raker: Who else was there?
C.1., Tripp: Col. Clayton.

Mr., Raker: Where did you have tnis covarsation,
in the “ayor's office?
Col, Tripp: Yes, sir.
L’? Mr. Raker: Could you give us the substunce now :
of that conversation? Just wh.t transpired or ni's said
by each one, giving the conversation from the baéinnins
’ to the eni, before anyone left the room?
) Col. Tripp: Well, I cun give it in substance.
I stated as socn as I got in there, I said to the lfayor,
cyl 37 thot I was doan here to cooperate with him in the matter
of enforcing the laws, taking his orders, and I said to
nim that thsre was some 500 troops ordered. I nid a piece
of paper and gave nim a list of the organizations ordered
in here. That wus my first conversation with hime
Hr. Raker: Wmt did the Mayor say in response to
that? ’
Col., Tripp: The Mayor s .id in esponses to that

.- that thése troops, as fast as they came in, they should
be distributed over the streets where the trouble was

most likely to be had, and I said, "All right, sir, when

the troops come, we will 4o that." Then Col. Clavton
met him right-a few minutes after that time - rigant at

that time and I said to tne Colonel in their presence
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that an effort nad been made to get hold of nim in Van-
dalia, to take commani of the troops, and he said he was
in St. Louis wharaz we couldn'’t reach him. He saw a notice
in the paper and came cover nere. ®Yow,* I suys, "Col.

Clayton, you will considzr yourself on duty and tdke com=
mand of the troops as fast as they come and report your

presence to tha aycr for instructions.® And ha2 did so,

and he did that in my hecring and presence.

Mr. Roker: Was that agreed upon there, now?
Col. Tripp: Ye3, sir. ‘
Mr. Raksr: Well, now, what wes the participation

of the City Attorney?
Col., Tripp: I szid to the HMayor, "Now, nov will

we have these troops distrivuted?® Just how ure they going

to do and what will be taeir duties? Will yougo out

with us and look ovecr the %2rritory?® Then he says, "1

am not feelinz well,® -~ <nat is what he said - "and I don't

want to go out. I nave bzen advised not to.® And if

I remember right, after that I szid it would be necessary .

to have nim do thn:t; ti-t se were not familiar with the

streets and ccnditiors here ani it would be better for

him to do it. He says, ®I will have Xr. Fekete, the

City Attorney, who will be my representative, and his

ordevs will be my orders amd anything that he does‘ls

my orlers.™ I said, "All rignt.® Then {r. Fekete

came in and I w«s introduced to him and talked to him

on that line. Then I suggested th.t we take a city

map and look over #here we-were going to distrivute these

troops. None hazd arrived at taat time and we got a
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47 city map anl » went into the City Attorney's Office and
spread tre map out and the City Attorney after talking
with the Mayor - he *alkel with him considerable - pointed
3 out ~vzhera they s‘nould{;o to, =2te. And Col. Clayton as
. | . ) N , fast as the troops came in -
’ . ( § Zr. Roker: (Interpodng) I don't mant to get
? away from “nzt meeting, now Now is tais pr.ctically
’ f%‘ all thot occurred at tne City Hall bve2fore you 18ft?
> T ? Col. Tripp: That was pr.ctically my mornings!
% meeting,.
R i 5 _ #r. Rzker: I —~ant to confine myself to the
: ; merning me‘eiging.
) “ f: Col. Triprp: Yes,sir.
3 % Mr. Raker: IHow, the Mayor szid he wus advised
§ not %o zo out?
- ; Col. Tripp: That is right, sir; th.t he wasn't
; feslinz well anl was advised not to go cut. *I am advised
k i not to go out, to stay in,%.
¢ ¥r. Raker: He sald ne was advisad not to go out
. § and to stay in?
‘i’ Col. Tripp: Yes, sir; that is what he said.
cyl 38 Xr. Raker: Well, now what did tanat refer to?
: Col. Tripp: Well, I couldn't say.
- _ U¥r. Raker: Did ne convey any idea what it meant, .
that he was advised not to go out and stay in. | 3
Col. Trigp: Ko, sir, not to me. 5
ifr. RaXer: Now you s‘aw iiim a2 ound there ta:wt

morning and pr.ctically at various times during the day?

Col. Trirpp: Fell, I have my own id@a, sir, but I
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didn't aee him.

¥r. Rzker: But vx2n you 4did see nhim ne didn't
appear to be sick, did he?

Col. Tripp: Ko,sir; he wus wn duty all the day
and night.

r. Raker: He -as on duty d.y and night?

Col., Trivpp: Yes, sir.

lir, Raker: Nos, isn't that strunge tact he should
be advised not to go out, and to stay in, unless it meant
somethinz else?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir,; it meant something else.

Mr., Raker: Tnat is ycur opinion?

Ccl. Triop: Yes, sir.

¥r. Raker: Well, now, telllthe Commiftee wh=t yamu
thought he meant—or convayed to you shen the Mayor said
th~-t he wvas zdvised not to go out .ni to stiy in? What
did tha* convey to you?

Col. Tripp: VWell, tnat would be just my own opinion.
My own opinion is there wers influences herﬁin the City of
East St. Louis thzt had been working with him and getting
him to lay down - tazt wanted nim to lay down on all pro=
positions. Thzt 1is what I thought.

¥r, Raker: Well, "lay down®" how?

Col. Tripp: Give up, don't go out, get out of this,
saift ths responsibility, do everything, get awzy from it.
Thzt is the vay that it lookel to me. I felt tast all the
vay througn, but I did not ask him.

Hr., Jochnson: And while ycu felt that he was laying

dcwn on his duties =

4

vt g
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49 Col. Tripp: (Interposing) That is my own idea.
- ) Mr., Jonnson: “hile you felt =
’ o Col. Eripp: (Intecposing) ’l'ﬂuf hal trouble here
’ .. before.

¥Mr. Johason: L2t me ask you a question? Vnile
you felt convinced in ycur own mind that the Yayor, to
use yofir own expression was "laying down" on his duty,
you coope ated with him, .ccording to your own statement?

Col. Tripp: Viuo did? Who w:s the influence?

Mr. Johnson: I am not saying anything about the
influence at all. You have stated that you cooperated
to your fullest a2bility with the Mayor.

i imtadmiiii

Col., Tripp: I did, sir.

Mr. Johnson: Yow then you say tne Mayor, in
your opinion was laying do'm on his duties while you were
cooperating with him?

Col. Tripp: He would not go out. He would not
go out of his dFfice, he would not go into the crowds with
me.

Mr. Johnson: And in his refusal to go out and per-

form his duty you coope rated with him?
Col. Tripp: Just to tne fullest extent, He turned
it over to another man and I did cooper.te with him to :

e the fullest extent.
Mr. Jonnson: At the time he was laying down on his

duty you were cooperating with nim?

; Col. Tripp: Just to the very best I possidly

could, yes, sir, . 1
Mr. Johnson:  You cooperated with 17 not laying down?

A
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Col., Tripp: 1 gave it as my opinion that influences
stopped him from going out.

M¥re. Ruker: Yow, Wit was s:zidﬁ{ oubfc/o Col,

Cluyton, or by Col. Clayton t ycu,/\tha.t the I&a&r-r was ade
vised not to go out?
Col. Tripo: Col. Cluzyton neard the conversation.
M¥r. Rakers: Waat was discussed bet ween you at
that time? ey 1

Col. Tripp: A Cols, Clayton and mycelf? :

#r. Faker: Yes, about the mayor not going out?

Cols Tricp: Well, ,when they designated the City
Attorney, we thought w#e would hzve a good representative
from the mayort!s of fice, and we would get along just as
well without him gcing out in the streests zand going over
tnese conditions as we would wita aim; thet we thought he
ha:l,designated a very carable man for that work.

Mr. Raker: Well, did you and Col. Clayton dis-
cuss the fact of Mayor ifollman not going out?

Col. Tricps Well, thzre wWere a few li:-tle things
came up, I believe. :

Mr. Raker: Well, tell us abcut them?

Ccl, Tripp: Well, I don't recall the conversation,
but I know there was a remark or two made to Fekete how
that was = I don't recall that conversation.

Mr. Raker: Well, what w.s the substunce of it
Whet was the subs tance or purport of this conversation?
Now 1 know You mwst have had some thougnt.

Col. Tripp: I did have some.

Mr.Rakec: And tat it must nave beun impressed
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51 on ycu. Here was a city of from 50,000 to 60,000;&44L0-

you had been sent nee by the Governor's Office, feurful
of a riot breaking cut, tnzt rany lives may have been
lost znd much propety destroyed. Now ycu found when
you a rrived, none of the militia here, none of the reg-
ular army -
Col. Trirp: (Inte:posing) The regulax amy wWas

in the city.

i

Mr. RakXer: But you hadn't found it?

g
gy

Ccl. Tricp: It was not urder cur orders.

- ¥r. Raker: You hadn't found them?

Col., Tripp: No, sixr:

; ¥r. Raker: But you found the Mayor in nis office ;
' 1 telling you to start with that he wvas wdvised not t&igo 'i
i out? ! 3
3 Col. Tripp: Yes, sir. ’ ‘
‘ Mr. Raker: And tmt he wouldn't go and he didn,t f
g0
Col. Tripp: Yes, dr, he said, "I am advised not
to go.” - "

Yre Raker: Wnat did thzt lead you to velieve?
Col. Tricp: I believed that thece were influ-
ences - that someone had an influence over him, whether '
.- it ~as political or whe ther he felt he might get mixed '
up in a crowd and that he had better not go out. They
had had a riot here once before, and I looked at it thit
waye Tnat is about all there is to it.

Mr. Raker: Well, what wus the major matter in

your mind? That he was afraid to go for fear he him=-

e e S I canditot
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self woculd suffer peasonal violence, or that he had
better stay in vecause if he got out he might run across
gsome of his friends in théSmelee and interczpt some of
their machinations that might be desired io be brought
about, hzl taey?

Col, Tri.p: My personal opinion is that he,
was beinz influenced by somebody hzare in Bast St. Louis
that told nim to keep in. Now I don't know whether it
waspolitical or some other body.

" Mr. Roker: Did you find that - did you find that
out?

Col. Triop: No, sir.

Mre. Raker: Did you try to go into it?

Col. Tripp: I did not.

Mr. Raker: QNow didn't you feel - lets get your

feeling to start with.

Godbe-Sminp: -Tuswkt:
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saieﬁ roposition.

Col. Tripp: I felt it was s very P

Mr. Raker: Let's get your feeling. You ceme down here
to be on hend to suppress eny riot that might start. That
is rigut, isn't 167

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir.

Ir. Raker: Dow thet means bloodshed, #nd that means
that a man taekes his own 1life in his hands when he goes out on
the streets and meets a crowd, a mob, taking the 1life of sone
negro or some wshite man?

Col. Tripp: It certeinly does.

Kr. Raker: You found the Ilayor in a condition not to
give assistance. Now that must be the foct of it, 1s it?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir. Tell, the Mayor directed the
rolice---

lr. Raker (Interposing): Now, Just a moment; I will
get to the police business later.

It must be true, or is it not, that the lieyor didn't do
anything?

Col. Tripp: The only time thst I saw the llayor outside
of his office is the time he walked across the street into the
Commercial ¥lub.

lir. Raker: I haven't left that buillding yet. I want

to stay right to that building.

Col. Tripp: It would only be Just 2 guess on my pert
why he didn't.

Mr. Raker: It seems to me thet had the Nayor desired
to do anything else, with your assistance, ten men or twenty

men, could have g:thered s hundred citizens of this town that
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f day and suppressed any riot that might heve sterted.
- Col. Tripp: I cen emswer that by saying thet there
was not a citizen of sny class offered his assistence or
came to us in any way,shape menaer or form for help to do 'any

v duty.

Mr. Reker: I haven't got to that yet. I don't want
ﬁ to got off of thigmorning's meeting.
‘: When you left the ilayor that morning, didn't you feel
in your own 12ind and conscience that you were 1in a desperate
ﬂ position there today with the layor in the attitudfiﬁfwas in?
h Col. Tripp: ell, I looked st it from the political
stzndpoint, sir.
Mr. Raker: Tell, I know. rolitics don't affect
- a man's l1life.
Col. Tripp: But I looked ¢t it from the politiesl
standpoint. He didn't want to zet mixed wp in this thing.
He wanted to avoid it all.
] Mr. Raker: Did you feel that he wes willing to let the
lives ol citizens be destroyed and thelr prorerty, rether than
%o injJure or run contrary to the opinion of some political
hack or boss thet might live in this town?

Col. Tripp: %Vell, now, thrt would be Just--- I couldn't

————

answer thet.

e

Mr. Raker: Those are good strong words, Bnd I mean 1t;

because 1f & men stays in his office when the 1lives of citizens

; —
5 are at stake and thelr progperty, it must heve had some impres- % '

=

sion on you, snd I went you %o give this committee bvefore you

get through your full inwerd feeling of your mind and heart

before you left thet morning as to whet you expected shen you

e —p g e gy it & g - .
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got on the street. Did you feel thzt the ilsyor wes in thd
attitude?

Col. Tripp: I felt that the X=zyor Just simply didn't
went to get tangled up in this thing, snd he wanted to "pass
the buck”™ as we call it.

ETe ReXer: Tangled up how?

Lr. Cooper: Whet 1s thet, passing tre buek?

Col. Tripp: I felt thet he wentel ¢o pasa the duck,
to u3ae £ siang expression; to some other rerson, Thet is
the way I felt in my own heart.

Xr. Rekxer: Tell, to pess the buel, thrt would leave
hin in en ettitude of mnot beinz responsidla, but throwing the
regponaibility on :omebeoly else. I3 thst the way it im-
pressed you thet morning?

Col. Tripp: He Jdelegated it over to lir. Fekete, which
waa 35i2%ing the resgonsidility. g kept tae lszyor informed
on everytning that went on durinz the dzy, Zuring the night,
in every way; but lir. Fekete was the ecting meyor of the day.

ir. Reker: Tell, you felt now thet morning 2ither you
wors goins to get the active assistance of the llayor together
with his entire police force and togetner with the citizens of
the town et the command of the lsyor, or thet he wasn't going
to get them, oxe of the two. Thich way d4id you fesl when you
left there thst moraing?

Col. Tripp: I felt this way: that the layor didn't
want to get out at that time snd take 2n sctive gert; that
he wanted to stsy buck in the office end direct i1t from that
polnt and not nmix up in it; snd th= outdocor work, everything

that was outside, he wanted it done under the 4irection of his




city ettorney. Thet 1s what I trought; thet he 4idn't went
to do 1it. Tow, I can't tell you why he didn't want to do
> - . ; it¢. I don't kmow. I would 1like to.

Kr. Reker: Tas there znything that occurred during

thet day thset impressel upon your mind--- thet you could refer
baeckx to the time you hrd the talk with the dsyor when you left
in the morning--- that caused you to learn why the iisyor

didn’t get out?
Col.Tripp: Tell, I didn’'t come to any resl conclusion

in the mstter, nor I d1dn't enbody anything in there,“by?
becsuse I

R

don't Xmowe.

Er. Raker: 7ell, you didn'¢ come to my real conclusion
but 7ou had s yretiy well formel opinion in your own nmind,

- unexpressed, didn't you?

R R AU

Col. Tripp: I thougat thst ke wanted to shift the

e,

responsibility.

-

A
R

Zr. Reker: Tell, now I will get on to the other men,
dr. Fekete. How 011 2 men was lir. Fekxete?
] Col. Zrigp: I woull Judge ir., rekete to Ve 35 = yhow.

lir. Reker: Tes he full of sasp, Zinger and virility
that morning?

Col. Tripp: Absolutely.

Xr. Reker: Ready to cope #ith exzythinz?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir; taXks eny »isk, g ruysaere;

- give tte Tsc® edvice possidie end not hesitste on a single
thing from stsrt to finish.
Kr. Reker: That wes in the morning sbout 8 o'clock?

Col. Tripp: t wes--- when he got ir Fekete it was
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probably nearer 9.

¥r. Reker: At that time in the dey the rio¥s were

then in full play in East St. Louis? .

Col. Tripp: 1o, there hed been no disorder that morn-

ing except the crowds were leaving their work end coming
down the streets &nd £illing up the streets.

Mr. Raker: Tould you esll it a disorder to take a

T —— e v i =

men down here on Collinsville Avenue, down here between 4th

street, end pull Lim off end shoot him?

Col. Tripp: I thirck you sre referring to the after-

noon at 1.20.

 Sear s s

Hr. Raker: I was tryinz to get ore in the forenoon.

Col. Tripp: There wee some little disorder ir the

forenoon #bout 10.30, where there was & report csme in &nd

officers wore despetched over there ¢nd found the pokXice

. s st st e

officers--- I rm testifying this just es T heard it, dut I

don't mow it snd I couldén't stete it, beceuse 1t 31dn’'t come
eyl 4° unéer ry perconel cheervation, dut I know such & regort

cere in--- the officers went righkt over trere arnd found

the police had arrested a men for shootirg, ané ne had

gotten away fror the police officers. The '111tie re- \

arrested him, took *nre gvn away from bhim ené drought rkim

to the City Fall. That I ¥mow. They trought rim %o “ne

Police Department, dbut tnat was rearer 11 o'cloeck, as I

recall 1¢, sir.

— Ir. Raker: 7ell,é1d your ride eround tovn with Xr,

Fekete %hat ¢ay? ¢

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir. .
¥r. Paker: . Di2 you discuss tre facts witn nim,

"Now, If the L111%tis 1sn't able *o cope with this, we will

[N

: bre ; '
, rirg in our police; that 1f tnhe k111tlas ang police togeskey
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‘to grt any cupport fTrom tre citizenship of Rast St. Louls
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were not equsl to cope: witm 41t we, under tne laz—, nave
tre power nere to swear ir EC or 1C0 of our citizens wko

w41l cope witr this situatlon today, sné we will gquell
this riote"

Col. Tripp: There wae & supgesticn sormevwnere 1n
our conversation--- I sm rot eble to ¢ell you wket 1t was,
because I éon't recall 1t--- vrere Ir. Fekete made sore
cort of & remark zbout citizens not goirg to tare any par®
in 1t. Yow he sa‘d sone 11t%le inti~gtion of tmet. He

can testiry on that, bvt I mow tkere was core little inti-

mation about ‘the c¢i%tizens prorosition not being willing to

=
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take par- in 1t. .
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Yr. Raker: How from what yon sew ir *he iayor'se

ofrice; from wnat the etronmg, virile young fellew, Fekete,

'

Ty, 'Z.

said to you, you &rew the conelusion that you weren't goirng

thet Cay. Is that right?

Col. Tripp: I came “o *ret norelusion, sir, in tpe
arternoon before I started ot to the Black Belt, wken 1
was at the Correrciel Club. I d1dn't ee= eny evidencs of
going out enéd helping. There were lcte of coce sugges-
tions 0 mele that man move, Or Soreone else, dbut I &idn't
See eny evidence of snyboiy volunteering help to sny orricer
of the city or to tre militia .

Kr. Raker: Well now, lets go back zgein to *ne City

Hall ané get snother stert. How many of the policemcr did

you meet there that morning 2
Col. Tripp: I met the chief of police, Ransome Fayme,

early in the morning before I met the Kayor, at his office,

e e e e e o -
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and +oléd him wrket I was there for, szré¢ ne ssia, "The Keyor
w411 be 4r =7ter 2 bit, and you ges pim," Then after talk-
irg witk tre layor ané ir. Fekete we met tre chlef, ané¢ ne
stated tra* nis orficers wonld cell on “reee militiamen
rrom tire to “ire as t:ey wantedé on re petrols, and we in-
strceted *ner to cooperate with tre police.

¥r. Raker: To o wrat ?

Col. Tripp: To call on “nexm ror relp 1r tney raeded

1¢; %0 call on trer ae “rey were out over these districts,
patroliing them. And we iratructec¢ “nese ren ‘o coopersate

witpn tre policemen when calleé on. Tkey would call on us
wher “ney reeded us; end during “he foramoon, curirg the
begirning of the atternoon, the police arreared to be active
--= 1no greoat number, but trey gppesred to bde active. The
chief went with me in the sterroon eré seemed %o de wide-
awake exd secmed %o tal:e nold oY his worZz all rignt. He
seered 40 be willing, and I &1dn '% see sr; evédence bdut
wrhat ke was Coing the beet re cotrld on the proposition.
He had tke men brought in end took care o° *noge brought inm
durirg tne afternoon, 2rd the rirst ¢1eeovery that I saw
wkere there wes ro reel' good cooperation there, wnhere 1*
loo¥ed bad’was lettirg so reny of troge prisonrers out that
we had arrested fror rerticipation in tke mob.

¥r. Reker: 1In other worls, you were arrestings them

an¢ rutting them ir the front door snd the police were

lettirg them go out tre bdback door?
Col. Tripp: Yes, sir; because the next mornirg we

only Tound something like 100 in there, ard I anm truthtul in

sayirng I believe there were 85C or £0C,becsuse there was 2
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big mob of *pem-- juet judging the number--- end meny oY
tnoce were goirg ount wren I got word to Col. Claytoz for
guarce, erd ns sant gusrde tnere to £tor tne leek, erd tnen
arterverce 2% 2 ~r 2 o'clock in “re mornizng I wext terorvgh,
y arier 4pires ked ¢uieted cdotm, the Firee Tere und~r control,
to lcok over ‘re prifsorere and gce now “rey were, mow tlLey
weres being teXen of; I as%ea the sergeant if ne na2d race
btookinge cor Sper.
'r. Raker: That di@ he tell you ehout <re dookinge?
Col. Tripp: Yes, he ssid he hed got ther 211 booked.
¥r. Paker: Did you hear eftexrwrsés that tne Juatice
of the Feace disrissed sbout 9C at one time ¢
Col. Tripp: I can tell you positively sbout that.
I went rigct over tnere where these men were up, =md I says
to ¥r. Fekete, "It would be well for you to look after the
prosecution of trese cases". He ssié 1t would, &né he ssys,
"Iretesd of lcoking at it from e city ectenépoint, it can
be turned over to the State's attorney". *Well™, I said,
*haed we ought to go over tlere, you &nd It" Ee said,
"Probably we Lad"™. I said, "I will be glad to acconpeny
you". And I ¢éic go there, and as I got in I found a gen-
tleran taelking with the rrisoners tkat had been brotght over
in sdvance, snd re was conversing with them, and rce cormenced
- to tell myseit end others whet had to be rroven up on it,
wnat hed to be done, tnat tney had to be icentiriea &8 tne
identical men tekirg peart. I said to lkr. Fekete, ™Mho is
the gentleman defending those parties?”™ He said, "He isn't

detendiuvg ther. Thet is the prosecuting attorney”.
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¥r. Beker; Eow 18 taoet mow ?  Let ue get that agsin,

¢ol. Trirpp: I sugzestec to tne City Lttorney when
it came time to arraign the priscners tret he ought to look
erter tkenm hirmsel?, sné he saié probsbly he had.

¥r. Cocper: Tnat cay wes this?

Col. Tripp: The followirng daye.

¥Yr. Coorper: Cn the 3rd?

Col. Tripp: I think so, whatever aey it was, the fol-
Iowing éay. It rsd got sloxng pretty well in the erterncon.
1 sgié, "Are you going to lock atter it¥"™ And he saild 1t
woulc be tirreé cver o tie Jtete's Attorney's office rather
then tee City Attorney for prosecution. "Yell", I says,
*hadr 't you ought to go over and see--- be present on this
court bearing"? He says, "1 expect I had". "Well®”, I
says, "I will be very gled to accompsny you cover there, and
lets go over to tone court ano See wnst is tre procedure®----
sometoing oI Tnet 80TT, &na We wert to tuif court.

¥r. Coorer: Yhicn court was toat?

Col. Trigp: fow I conler't teil you. It is on
tpe street opposite tue City EHall, and I wouldn 't repember
thbe nere oeeause.it is nct part ot my record, but I went

trere witk him &né I foundé & gentlemen “rere tslking ebout |

wzet bec to be proven up on these cases, and I saic to ¥r.
Fekete, "Tho is tce gentl:=man defenaing tne prisonersi™
"Why", he says, "That is the prosecuting attorney".

¥r. Cocper: Cf the county?

Col. Tripp: 0f the county. AnG finelly two were

brocgnt ir end trey were (vestioned in sort ox a dirterent way
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then I ever sew in court for ren cherged witn thav cerime, snd

they were rmeking tkhe cormpleint; and I said to kr. Fekete,

"Cugntn't the conpleint to run sgs:nst 211l of tuem tnat were
in tne crowd andé not single out two? They were all partici-
rants.” He ssid, "Yes, tret ouvgnt to b= the procedure”.
And tne State's Attornsy sgié, "Lo, I want to tske these
seperestely. I wilil try thenm". And he weat right on ques-

tioning tnem for a little bit, snu he was gbout to fix bond

’ ~ .2 : to let tnem go, sné I tinelly saic to kr. Fekete, "Somebody
hes got to meke & statement here; lets be nesra". FHe saié,
"You meke your statement to tne Court"”. I introauced myselrl
- to the Court by sayirg thet tnere had been no touncstion Ligﬁ
bere; tnet we had nad a rict, en uniswful essenblsge, zna tnat
tners red been men killed sné tnere hasa besn builéings bdburnea,
ena I seia, "Bow would you like to hear re maske & Statement

of toet for your own information here, tfor some evicence for

you?" He sgié, "You mey be permitted to make a statement.”

But none o:r my Statement was teixen cown, so I asked bim if
he woulcd swear me, and I mece my statement of what had harpeneu, E

1 how trese prisorers were srrestee, how peorie nad been killea,

hew buviluilngs nzo o=cn ournea, aad a:il Sn03s sors Oof taiags,

i

400 Ta8G 8rres8ts aga Ouven mece, & numosr or taem, aaa I 4
tnisgat taey aLl oagat 60 o2 a2id Yor furtiner investigation ‘
- on T@1s riot. Then I ®et cOTn enc he NPVIP -UESTIO0Ned 1@,
Ther ne triea tanese two #no fized tne oair, If I rsasmoer %
correctly, 8% 5300, Then ne eommencad to bring ono or b “

oY 4na cvaers in, =una ne vonle ssy, "Iia you 399 taois men in

Suera®” U2 coule 82y $1rT YO tae LeonGlesrl Ouaed, 2ad tacy
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*g11a sey, "No, I dien’t s=» a1n®. “Than leT nin go”. Insy
agwrgneed to 12T ftro2 rifabt oav aatii Faay lat Jut a largs
n2.002Pr O 0. I satg to .r. Feiete, "I don't tning I cen
oa or emy servies to Jou.” Ze seys, "I con't tainx I can
aiunor”. Arg T™e leIT ta=> acurt room, 2nd TnIy rer? dils-
epargiag tasm tnst waj. Tuat 19 tn2 Tay & nuraress T2av
oute.

I Tent to wugrest tmid to you: I cen't tesvixy on

tnis point becavse I covicn't lcenviry aay oun in tners tnat

728 8rresves, by nan? Ir racw. I ecvuion't a0 iv, Tasra rere

To0 Dany OT tnem; dbuv I |uggest Tn2T ol n2er ilr. Fakste aw
45 Ttns nsmes OI #0M2 01 Tu032* SA2T 'Ire 2<r517123u68 1a Tas2(
839 as”n 1 3eenano Straey, o33 well as Joliinsvitle avenne, anpa

I ratne ne 28p tell yon, ir as 13 ;vesT1074a 02T 1T,

Mre. Cocper: Let me put Ir ¢tn2r2, =0 the recore will

enov it--- gou i, thet kre Fei2ig--- k0™ (o0 yov gpal: thet¥

Cole. Trivp: I »ill teis you rignt here, F-e-k-e-te.

¥y, Coorer: Tow vou sugeest that he be celled. Tke

D-etor saye juet nor he 18 in rilitery cervice in Texas,

Col. Tripp: Fe cen be rascheéd. I sugrest to vou
thet+ he 18 scqusinted here encd ne poeeidly cen teoll rou hne
negree 0Y SO0me O *hoke thet Tere perticiperte in both or those

b1z riote &t tne tire or tnegse arrests. I can not.

Mr. Reker: Then I take 1t from tnst tnet & Lct oY
theege men esceged witnont enybody knc=ing ™nro tney were or eny
evidence agciner thenm?

Ncne et =ll.

Col. Triip: Ther welled ricnt cut.

s
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¥r. Reker: After tpey were errested sné prt in tne
j21l en¢ teken cver to the Juetice ccurt, ‘he prosecnting
gttorney vee there en¢ tellinpg the Jrstice tc let then go,
gné they tornad tharm leoege Titnount “rpe nevee cr eryining
baing cone?

Col. Tripp: Trey 3ust welked right ont ss fret o8
+nhe ceces covrld be celled. 1 cere heck ond sugzgested to
Genersl Lixon, I e2ys8, "I Gon't believe 7ou ere going to get
rmoen presecntion out of those thet neva baap teken in7, He
sgid, "We reve cdome ocur cury; Te nave tvrrred ‘ner cver to
the gutnorities, They ere meking *pe ccerpleint®, Thot
ig %re Tey 1t Tent,

lir. Relkar: how I went {0 contirue g 11¢vie more as
to ¢re morring reetirg on tne 2néd, esrvter Tor wece Ttre TOoUncS
of tne torep or the eity, ;ou Tert baclkk To tre layor's orrice?

Col. Tripp: Yes, oir.

Lr. P2rer: Ang 7ov Tound <tre layor 21l *pere?

Col. Tripp: Lo, I will %212 7ou, I ¢tcn't go out cur-
ing “ne rorencon *o rel~ tnte round. It becare“rnoon bderore
we got *provge Titp tpie cetail vork. It wee 12 o'clock
berore I went out, gnc¢ then I went gnd got 2 bice vo eat,
ene jret 28 gocn f£e Te rirniepec opr luren I toCk gn 2740MO-
t1le a=¢ went all around Collireville Averve, snd S»et tTae
grter lunen, erc tnet led up to tne 1,20 oceseicn ~rera I
- heppered to b2 on Colliirsville Avenne,

MYr. Reker: viell, tnet morning meetiryz, =8 to Chiet
Payne--- 13)\:.':9 only one you met?

Col. Tripp: Trzt 1c tre orly ore I met trat morninmg,’
\
to exgage 1in corversation witn. 1 believe, novever, I ¢44
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’ me~t ¢ cergeasrt, but I con't reeeil nis name,
' ¥r. Cooper: Lsy I ask one cnéation? I thipk tre .
’ reeord cvgpt to eno~ 1T.  You ZOt here et weavt time? é
’ , Col. Tripp: well, 1% wes ‘n tnhe neigndbormood ot 8
o0'clecek in trne mornirg. ;
Yr. Cooper: Ané you Tent to the City Hali? :
; Col. Tripp: Yes, sir,
) ¥r. Cooper: Ané steyed “nere until noon? E
’ Col. Tripp: Yes, sir. 4
¥r. Cooper: You d1an't go ont on ‘tne etreete gt ellf i
. ; Col. Tripp: Fo, eir.
j ¥r. Cooper: Un*11l after (2 o’'cloek?
; Col. Tripp: I stayec¢ rignt tnere witn tre d-tall work
{ urtil I wert to lunchn. Thet 4s the rirst time I went out.
] That wee atter 12, becevee Tpen Te Tiniene¢ lurer 1t 2ot %0 bde
close 40 1.40, en¢ Te rurried our iuncen througn.
kr. Jonneon: You remeirea et tne City Hall to ccoperate
: witn “ne MNayor?
’ Col. Tripp: Yee, sir, an¢ tne city stvorney.
Iir. Jonmreon: Particrlerliy witn tne lLayor?
Col. Tripp: Yes, eir,
c46 ¥r. Coorer: Thst vas until srter 1 o'cloeck? t
- 3 Col. Tripp: KXo, 2rter 12,

Mr. Cooper: Ther won —ent to lunen?
Col. Tripy: Tren I went t0 lunen.
Nr. Cooper: You go+ througn luren ot wpat time?

Col. Tripp: Well, we got tnrotgh lunckh in time so it

g0t us on gollinsvi '
1le Avenne, a distence from nere, sey *rom , L
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+n= City Hall, ebout 7 or u olocxe, by asbout 1.30, it I re-
merber rignt.
: - Mr. Cooper: Now “ner you go%t h2re 2t 8 o0'clock snd

wert to Tpe City Hall zrnd you stayed tnere until you went to

iuncheon, sno 7ou gotr TRrovgh luncneon coout K2l past one,

and up t0 tret vime you hacn't besn out to wnere tete rioting

wes goirg on? :
Col. Tripp: o, the rmen were being pieced as tney

came 4n.

Ir. Cooper: But yomn hadn't bear onr te look over tme

riela? E
‘- Col. Tripp: Jot a%t all, e1r. §
¥r. Cooper: Yon ¢on't kror nhow meny hac be-n kidllee :
berore trat *1ire?
Col. Tripp: The~e ne¢ oecen nome reported gilled, eir,.
E There r2c bocn none Teported Killea at tna* rimes, except trat
one g I wae tallirg som, —no TeS Snot, thet Te Sent tne
detzil riznv out. I wae witr the city atrtorney, rapping
; out pigne, reetinrg oriicers ae they cexe in end gaving proper
i insvructions, and they were £o1rg ont ov treir cnty.
Yr. Reker: Bow, in telxing witn tne Chief, J31€ you
rird out & ytping frorm rpim 88 to <he attitude or the police
or whet mighnt oceur tnau day?

Col. Tripp: Nothing unusunal.

M¥r. Raker: %ell, were eny or tne oTncr police OrTi- |

corg---

Col. Tripp (Interposing): The Chiet of Police =aid

tret hig police orficers would cooperete Witn tne soldiers .

and cetll on X¥ trem rrom time to tire &s trey needed tneir
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help.

Xr. Reker: Well now, Tren —oW £OT TtThere tnet rornine

sou rTown¢ en erromonile etending ir frort or tne police sta- 3

tion?

) Tol. Tripp: Yes, sir. 3
x i’r. Raker: Ricdoleo witn bdullecs? ;’D
: Col. Tripp: Yes, =ir.

' lir. Raker: A police orxicesr rer been 21tlec pnd was
tnen 1lyirg 1in =rave; aad enovrer vne wae Supgoseld to pe dead,

®
Sy

or éying, ord tee pclice oryicers told you tnest OF eonra§1~uﬁ

¢

i
they would look outr &t <trnie sutowonile enc See tne noies 1n %
> . 16, =zng sey, "We 111 cdo everytning we carn t0 cuppress snye- >§
i

tnins tnet mignt oceur, anc give eecirterce te rour wen",

”:%?‘*

P

Di¢ tne- may wret k‘nd of aseistence tnes Tere goirg %o give

[

€0 your men?

L

1

T

Col. Tripp: No, otr men wonld¢ sive tnem srcietance.

1

They ~ot'ld ceLll 6n Obr men TOY nelp as tney reedea tnerm,

. Xr. Rerer: Xow, &5 you cent out men tret morning,

or wer e getting reedy to Sernc¢ tTnem cnt, dic eacn ron neve

g cartridge belt?

Col. Tripr: I ¢pink rmoec o0r taem cdia.

lr. Raker: Abont now meny csrtrioges woule cne Of

tnose belvs carry?

Col. Tripp: They woule carry, Say, 40 ronnds.

Mr. Reker: That 18 *ne calider?
Col. Tripp: 0-30,

Er. Raker: Ang wnsv kind or riilea%ere tney?

Col. Tripp: Springriete rirle, Lodetr 1904, U.S. Neg-

azine.
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Mr. Ra¥er: With oayonets?

Col. Tripp: '¥1%n bajyonces.

lir. Reler: Good gcune ¢thet Toule w1119

Col. Tripp: withort a bt of coubt, 1r he hed used

ball certricges sr;Tnere rear Te Tould ncve kilied more
ten tO one,
irnocente, in &y 3vdement,AFnan otuere, bocanfe tney “were

snprliea wivn bell cercrioges.

Vr. Rerzer: But now cen you lock to en inmocent rull-

ing 2 ren 0T oY 2 street cer cnd kiilizg nim, zno tus rest

stancing arounc enc nopody Trying TO seve the poor unrortunate
wreten Tnet 41®E beirg dregrec 0rr, £nc tnen telr goouT you
rignt kill eowapocy Tro Tas irnocent? what iretructiors dic
you give your wor tret mornirg?

Col. Tripp: I c¢ian't see tret, Yr tney had-- just
for exegrrle, 1T eny o0t tne won had Pired on tne street car,
or Tired on Tne wan Tretv Tere coing ctnet, I venture to sey
tney vovlc nave Eilleg & pgrept reny more irnocent$ peopie tnsn
they Tovld tnese Tresy Ters engeged im puliirg taem o0rf Ttne
cer.

¥r. Coorer: How about 1t ir trey had rucheg on them

with rived bsyomets? Thet Toulec tue sverege men do 1r Trour

or rive solcdisre came at nim vwith rixec bayonets? would
tney ruen into tTpe payonets Or g0 On unelir way?

Col. Tripp: It Cepends g gooc dezi On tne wer, 0
conrse.

Kr. Jonneon: It 18 your theory tnet tneBe rirles
sgould not be rired on tnat oey, vas 1t?

Col. Tripp: vell, I sa® no occasion,. I wovle nave

firea it toe mopo ne=a ettscked vwnen we 8&Thered down oy Broacway,
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I ned made vp my rinc trst 1Y *rere necd oecr £ny recistance
in *ne ~ay or on e*~eck, ©pots beirg rired or the rilitia
to prevent tre cecep? or tpoge persors I probsply Tonlc rave
used the extreme meaevre.
Xr. Jonneon. whe* point was tanee?
Col. Tripp: Tkzt wae wreye trnese 500 mon —ere crregied,
BEut %ners Tar n¢ 1iTirg e¢ Tos time,

Mr. Jopnecn: wnat toint Tes tnat?

Col. Trirt: It wes on 3eeoné--- 3Y you cdon't mind I
®1ll look here enc €ee 1Y I cen tell yovu. I em not rerilier
vith tnese evreete (consvitirg pepers). Fourtn erd Brodray.

kr. Jenneon; ®es gnyboey Killed tneret

Col. Trirp: EFrtor to vne tire I ~OT Tnere Titn ‘ne
troops?

Xr. Jopnson: Any Tire doring vne aey.

Col. Tripp: Yes, g row mirvves oorore I got Zpere
T1tr tne troops there wa® ore 0> tvo rillea.

lir. Jomnnson: Licn't they nong & ren tnere voo?t

Col. Tripp: Th2 ren tney weore porging--- sormetning
hepperrd end Le got ¢ovr--- TRe One ve reEcued.

Er. Jopnson: They nrrg & rern sncd §rsgeed snovner
tarovgn the streete tnere vwitn a rope.

Col. Tripp: ie* me ree Just g minute here (examining
repers). I see rere ve found tnat tne rob ned trokem rrom
tne a2iley om Fourth Street ené Tere msrcenirng Vieet on Broldwéy.
drageing énegro wvitn & rope aromnc his neck, Tith ten or tTelve

men anold ox tne rope.

Er. Jopnson: Iow Tren you say vnat i1ir tne mod hed been
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2o*rz violerce *nere yop TCylc pove Tired om them?

Col. Trirp: Lo, I ¢fcr't sev coing viclence. 17 we
Ee¢ beor stteciag by ririve rrom “ra ercwe I Tovld prodedly
neve poed 4na orirere rascure, sirotgze I dor't ITow nretrer
I worlc or xot. It 12 2 rer¢ cuesticn 4o cacice Tret a ren
eronlé co ir 4roce pleces,

ir. Joknson: 1@ jou tele 1t tret <our miesion rere

v2e to cavend 7our orr egelY onlzy?

Col. Tripp: Lo, eir.

1 ir. Joknson: Your =issice kere Tee ¢tc cermné tret very

=en *npt wae bei=- cregcec¢ through the etreet, Tres 2t not?
€ €

W

T

' ; Col. Tripr: Teet 42 Tret I Tes ercesvorirg to co, 0

4re very beet of &y £%111%y.

R g

E Lre. JohnSor: 3r%t jyor savw mo cccesion eryvhere curing

..‘;L,

c48 +pre cey t0 orcer *he trcors To rire?

Col. Trirp: I ree prreid tret fy I erotlc rive tre
oréer “0 rire a* eny ti~e I Tovlc Leve ¥ille¢ rmcre inrocent
teople %trer 4¢ Toulc kave beon possible %o i1l of trose
ergsced irn 1%, beceuce those grns carry g mile, exe 1t is
e very dergcerone Teirs to uee e boll certricge 1n a city like
this.

ir. Jonrecn: And you just ecguiecsced in the killing

£ ¢tnoes tret were killea, retrer then to fire?
- Col. Tripp: I usec¢ »7 jzdgmert se té —nretrer it vas ?%
tect ¢to use tre grms, to rire on tre crord or rot, enc I cep- . L
terec¢ them Tithotte.

¥r. Johnson: Ang trhe regrit or your nee cr trgt ;

lndgmernt wae tnszt your trcops shonle not rire?

Col. Iripp: Ihe instructions--- 1t 1e *n the Crimire)

' i PRSI NUS S SP UN UUUSE  A BRSSO 8

Lt At s A T




e

: 3
’ s
B i
J
g3l
19
. B |
Code, never to vee or ettemyT t0 noe robvr erms mnnlees it is
positively neceseary t0 do0 1t <0 prevert tre =scepe oY “he
prisoner. INow %ney cion't get erey rroz me. I got trenm
with -7 wen. I ¢d¢ 4t Ti*nont *rec. Yow vey crould I
£ire on them?
¥r. Jonrscn: 30 yon don't shoc* %0 save the lives
of 1rrocent people?
Col. Tripp: Vell, 1f I rad enct to ecove the lire o
the ren tnat Tee killed, I poceidly world neve killeg o greet :
’ ) meny wore innceesnts vno nedn't teken pert in 41t. . ‘
, ; lir. Johnson: Ané jou~ interpretetior or tha lar
1 e vhien borrd ver Teeg thet von —ere not ellovec to snoot except E:“E"
i «itper t0 Stop £n egcope O0F SOomedody WRO kzé beern guilty of
rurder? . ’3
Col. Tripp: (Thet 1= rient, et tnet tire. If they #
haé fired on us or atterptea t“o cseapg:izignt heve uoeg the
gunre,
Kre. Jonneon: If taev pso rirea or you you might nave )
Tirva pack? ' ‘
€0l. Trirn: If taey 11rva Cn Guy dTuecklog line, i
r. Jonnson: Brt as long »8 tpaw weren't killirg m7-
bocy but regrces, youn cdian't want 4o fire? :
Col. Trirpy: I roulgn 't egcurme *tna resrorsidliity o!: {
- ririrg,. ; 1
- ¥r. Johngson: Now then, up to noon, or et 2 o'clock, '
¢id you 8ey yon were oown &£t Tne City Hell coorerating witn
the leyor? !
Irom
Yol. Triyp: I rereined there RERXX tne tire of my
errivel, vith tne eity counsel end %ne ayor, mostly the city
!
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attorney--- rrom ¢tne *+ime or tre ervivel oY tre trooTs until :
nocn.
lir. Jonreon: What tima wen tnet?
Col. Trirs:  About 8 o'cleek tnet morning.
Lr. Jennson: Tov got Taere ot B o'clcex in the moMmm-
ing?
Col. Tripp: fes, eir.
Yr. Jonneon: Aré remeinad tnere until 8 < '~loek in tne
rorring? 1 aszea you how long sou remained trere.
Col. Tripp: 1 veiﬁit tne Ci%y Hell "ithcrt leevar 2
the City Hell tne greeter Tarta-- E;Qétncaily ull or iwv,
= in tue ulillereut Oillces tueres Wlwa tne troops, witn tne city }
ettorney, until I latt ror Luncn erter 12 o'elock,
lir. Johnson: But you nsver't yet tolé ma wnet time
1t wses.
Col. Tripy: Zegving tne City Isllf% .
kr. Jonneon: I heve gskec yan tnres timeg hovw long ‘
you rermained trom trhe tire you went tnere 1r tpe moyming,
Col. Trirp: Until etter 172 o'clock. k
Xr. Johrsoxr: How nmuer gtiter 12 o'clock?
Col. Tricp: A fev minutes. I dicn't melze a ncte of
the exmet time. I con't want to teBtiry positively.
¥r. Johneon: But you ere svre 1t was srrer micdey?
Col. Tripp: Thet 18 my best jucdgment.
;49 Kr. Johnson: And vnile you were there cooperating
g

witn the Naycr Tor tne purpose O0f ~ueliing tne riot, he wes
seying trat ne vee 1ncdisrosed end ned te~n esavisec nct to go

out? Is thet corrsct?

Col. Tripp: Thet was early in the morring, eiy,

- e e e - e er e e e eaar eI N
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kr. Johrnson: Vell, «id pie indispoeirtion gror less
and ¢1d ne gp out? )

Col. Iriprt: Tell, you mes I Teoe rgeveretec frcm~£=I=.
Ur. Jechneon: Dig rig irdispceition grow less at sny
ti-e between thet snd 1¥ o'clcelz, end dia re geo ovt into tne
etreats?

Col. Tripp: I didn't see nim,
Lr. Johnson: Yov aien't gee nir, or c¢idn't 3cc him
&0 ount?

Col. Tripp: I ¢ien't see nir go out.

Lre. Jonneon:
bunildirg witrout Secipg nix?

Col. Tripp:
with his asciastent, delegated to cdo the ~ork, LAr. Felete, end
I é1¢ my work Titn Lr. Fekete,

Nr. Johnson:
8§ o'clock zxn¢ 12 o'elcek

Col. Tripp: ot very Zre-~rvertly. I conversed with
hir a tirme cr ¢wo, but moet or cur Tork wesg going over The
mape ard weiting tne arrivel oY troop®, meeting tne troops
and gotting *rem ount on *re ceeres, until I tinally departed
ror lunch,

Mr. Johnson: And 1% was your opirion that hris ind4s-
rosition was mertal rether tran physical?

Col. Tripp: Vell, I cen %eil 7you wrat he satd,
Mr. Johnson: But I 2n geking your jrd:ment edont 1¢.
Cole. Tripp: Well, I trought Als ides or not going out

was simply tnat he wag intluenced.

Fow

T e T T T L S e et < preimaime 3RS, T

But now could rou cooperate tnere in “¢pre

But 7or 2ew tre Nayor frequertly between

By cooperatirg witn tim I was cooperating

Yow whether he wae fTeeling
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’ s weean, I couldn't cov cbort “ret. Ee Tge rentelly g2 sirong
ee I vwag, Or anyonce <ilege here, £0 TIer °f rie pnyeicel condi-
tion looked. )
. ir. Reker: Yow %o get teck “c tre dreggirg oF tre
- | regro, at “het <iTe ke Taen't cesa?
> Col. Tripp: o, eir.
? ¥r. Reker: You gzw Trom B *0 1C men on the rope?
Cel. Trip:: Yee, sir.
¥r. Raker: Bow cen you tell %the committes Ty you
¢1dn't orcer irrmeciately jyour —em “o tell those reople O
throw né tneir nands, ené every cem trzt cidn't trrew up nie
] B nende shoct him?
1 Col. Tripp: Cur people Tere on the trucks, grd 1
ordered tnem *0 ceploy from “kofe trucke s Tfget eg tney
o ‘ ceoula get sround therm.
E ¥r. Raker: I worle 11+= <*¢ o™ Try ~ov, ir charge
g2 gn orTicer or menm Tncre vite Fune, 8 to L2 Ten drzgging
sn 1-nogent negro To deasn, Tay Tou cian't orcer evary men
to throw up hie norde, every rer wcet claa't Tarsr uop nis
; nsnds, snoot him, a3 pe ouznt to pava b22n 3n0%?
1 Cot. Trirp: Tret Towvl¢ pave baan a netrver 0r Jilag3aat,
re. Realzar; That 1sn'$ goee jnoz=ent 13 is?
Col. Tripr: I T111 leazva tpeT %o jyour judgmeat.
- Wr. Reker: Iid you rev2 eny; ccudt in Jour rcina trat

tnosa mon ougnt to be 2aot?
. edro.
Col. Tripp: When tpces mon Were dragging tre %ﬂés?
™7 men Tere bdeek on tas vrucys, some aisvtence, coming ferrare

g8 Tast amy tnpey could, enc 1irrecisvely Sp2y unioaded 86
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¢orplo griex time ane errrounced Ttae creva anc brouznt Taem
rient r2rrare et% £ run., They ren rizpt onee Tusm in freme
0r Tne man, ong py Tae tire OUTr mvr rers unicecse, Tosy
jwmmegievely arozped TnEgWr« enc c’%c ‘beer invo ~ne orovs,

- 21l except tvo rmen tnet rere esugat. Lew it vovle neva
beer drpoesinle to gu? tnere ory quiowver,

ir. Reirar: 4 DY1lst eonld neve ottan Ynara quicrer

)
Col. Tripp: well, e=ir, I c¢icen't s+2 ri% %o u2 the
bullet,
ire. Rarer: Trer 1@ ~apv 1 went to gat, "ny rou cien't
T éo Tnev,
Col. Tripp: wely, I vant to teil 7ou I cien't wernt to
azunT™e tne Ira¥pOnNTINLLIiTY Oz 1'rimg into Toet mob.
Xr. Rerer: Wonle 1v meze ony cirierence iT <Tpere are
200 men enc trer vere a2il med pervicipente, Tustner tne men

+
Taw goTrelly oreavins on Ta= rop or wos szging Tne oreer raijow

S

03 wno waw SZuilty O0r tao> marder of %ae i1aaosent ~ea%

Col. Tripp: well, g9ir, I Toulon't ¢o it nmyself, eac
I cer only teetiry tpat I dice't B=e 21t to use & builist by
riring into tnst rmood.

ir. Rexsr: But I went® to get ycur msntel yiaz,

Col. Tripp: £ I rec *eovgnt it propar, ta? %ning 3o
nave cone rould NBUva 9sn to peva rirsa, end tnsn Te woole

- neve Pirea, dbut I ciler't *nink 1v proper.

dr. ReXer: Tell, 1t 12 rovrr mental 2Ttirvces rnst rae

ren ssuipting--- ‘

Col. Tripp (Interrosing): I cien't want to commit

compl=t» wnolesaie nmerder Tnere,
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; r. Reler, Tell, e ~ill se= 290Ut Tpe "aolevale ‘

rurcer. ALy men sTescing a8round 213 Ziviar 2id TO Tod izen

1nZ 12 cregzing ot snpocent men To ¢2eta 1@ g pertlei-

e

er5t 12 tne ey yod algat tainsg ia eoart,

f Suz i :egxg;czea by btz guatrorivias. 132 einz
] rely upon wket tpe 1e% ¢f toe lana ség:.

’ ? ire. Raler. e wag it your tasory Ta2t a2n parsici-

tners, Tpetper pulling om ta2 rops OF £OT, 2nI04r- \

etding or adetting, were guiisy or teat murear?

Ll

Col. Tripp: I cia.
o ire. Raz=r, Ana eny men tnet your arcerac To tarow

LY

Fos
2

Tad

up nis mence, =2nc teet ¢ien't taror up nis a=ucws pur 2eie

v
£3

ror pec voe riget TO use Four

G Lt

ne pad 2 rignt TC £C 2ne2C,
gun, cien't yout

Col. Trippr. I gevTe tp2 OTOoers Toars TO helt toem
irmeatately.

ir. Rei=r. To palt, end teey cian't nels?

Col. T-ipp: well, Tney c&ia Beiv.

ir. Reler, Trev just creggad thet wen 0 Tu S8R i

Col. Tripp. TreT cia heir, svc¢ I got srounc tpem ‘

amra zoT t¢O Or tre or tne rope, ~aild tna £23T dack iz tnd

.

erové dropped tps rope. i
ir. Jopneon, Zia I unaerstera Jou TOo Tay tnat Jou

- geve tre orcer to helt, or Genaral Iiegson?

Col. Trips. Gerersl Dicruon wes not there. I

geve toe orcer To helt, =na 28 £com #s I £OT in front or

tuem Toe tréops cormenced TO aeploy gac ~1rels erounc, end

toe men sTerted TO run out ana I greovea tnem myselt sna

s ke
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; kept them in thero.
Wre. Rakxer. 4o avoab the fcilows dragging oa tae
’ ] > rope?
‘ Col. Tripyp. Tney got twe, end the osier Six or eignt
’3 tney cion't get. They daroppeda tne rope ena wWere rignt im
tne Ccrowd. The crovc w&s gll ground them &8nc sSuppose & man
3 Just cropped af}ope out of his nenus, nere is & crowd rignt
. © ] sround nim; you coulon't tell.
‘ ; ¥r. Johnson. Let me correct tunat neme. I meant
( Col. Clayton, not Gernerai Lickson.
b}% Col. Tripp. Cole. Cleyton was tnere, ycs, 8ir.
q h Be took the lett tlenk end I took the right flenk,
N etl Xre Johnson. You gave tne oraer to nalt?
, ’ s i Col. Tripp. I was in scvsrcce or Col. Claytom witn

’ Er. Fekete, rignt in tre sutomcbile, proceecing as rast a8
I could to get there, zna I tolad tne ercwd to hals.
Xr. Raker. Tas 1t your visw tnat zll tnose stesnding
3 by must 0 necessity, as toe metler sppearea, have been rpar-
ticipents in tnst mob ama in tret muraer?
Col. Tripp. All those tnst were leacing up, in my
Judgment, were guiltyas the men tuet nad hole 0 tie rope. /
Nr. Rsker. Then when you tola tuem to halt--- that

is, halt aregging tne men to ceatn--- tnese parties thnat

eion't sttempt vo Stop these men wWould be or necesaity pree-
ticully : ‘oeTs8 2no abettors or thne aragging Oor tne negro to

deatn?
Col. Tripp. That 1is tne way I would loo0k &t it.

kre Raker. And you uagerstena tnet gny man wuo tings

i enotner aregging a person or killing one h&s & rignt to take
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toe 1ire OI tue man toet 1s coing it, to protect tae 1ife
of tpe innocent, coesn't he? ?
Col. Tripp. I think ne coes. ‘
) ¥r. Reker. Then you cicn't tinc &nybody in that
; erowae trying to aic tue negro oo tue ground witn & rope
: arouna rcis neek?
f Col. Tripp. There wes nobody coing enytning, eitner .
f by woro Or nanc, tO relesbe tue NEgro Or csll upon toe mod %
? to cisperse, tnat I neard. 2
g Xr. Raker., Well now is tiis wue oLucu you roundea up? %
Col. Tripp. Yes, sir.
Ir. Raker. Witn your men, witn tuseir rirles loaced--- ’
were tney loacedf
Col. Tripp, I coulan't say, sir.
Kr. Raker. Well, I just wonaerea nOW you weunt at
tuls crowd,
Col. Tripp. Col. Clayton cen tell you gbout the load- i
irg or tne guns. ‘
‘ ¥r. Raker. Your intention was to aerive tuem to jail® ;
; Col. Tripp. I aia that. ;
. Mr. Reker. As murcerers ané rioters? :
Col. Tripp. That is wrat I triea to co.
Lr. Raker. And you got tuem in a hollow square, and
- witn tne power beniné you, witn tne expectation or seeing thet
- trey got there, cead or alive, you arcve tanem to tne Jail?

Col. Tripp. Yes, sir.
¥r. Raker. And 88 you arove tcem tne police oixricers

enc otuers 1let tuew SLip oub Tue vaCa woO1?

Cole Tripp. Yes, s1x.




3 s

e it mtaas et oo any ‘.,J

27
)
’ !
!
lr. Raker. Then when you crossea tue strezt the next %
? day, you rouna the county attorney acuvising tue Justice to :
turn trem loose?
Lol. Tripp. VYes, sir. 3
Lr. Raker. hat chence on Goa's earth has & poor '
innocent negro in & place like tanis?  Will you teli us?
) : Cols Trirpe. That I con't krow. ‘
| : ir. Reker. Yes you ao0. He hasn't zny chance on eartn,
| any more tnen a rattlesnake nas. :
% Col. Trippe. I can tell you wnet tpe taets were. ;
., ] K¥r. Reker. Well, you can araw your ovm conclusicns. :
. He nes nofX cnance tor lite, nas ne, tne police oriticers not }
1 on guasra, tue kayor siciz, no order trom tne Xilitia to srodtU %
to kiil; tne ilitie seeirg men ursggeu to ceath in tne streets f
3 not snot wnile tney were voirg 1t, when tney coula nave been?
Col. Tripp. I con't yom think you are rignt, tnat '
they spculo have been shot.
kr. Raker. You could nave snotv tuoze fellows. 5
Cole Tripp. “hy snould I shoot wnen I am eabie to ,
cgpture tuem ana bring tuem Derore the proper justice court %
ed2 ror triai? Why snoule 1 take the authority or killing s f
man untii ne nas nea & 1air trial on tne proposition? '
Kr. Raker. He woulo neea & teir tirisi woulon't he? \
- Col. Tripp. Why snoula I ao it as en otticer? g
- »re Raker. wiell, they got the prisoners irom you }
anynov. ? j
Col. Tripp. But I haa no Juriscicvion over tuat,sar. i

I got tnem to tre City Hall.

ir. Reker. Eaven't any or tnose reilows been gung for
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killxnétnls inrocent man?
'Col. Trippe. I went to tay in response to thet tnat
I got tuem up there, surrouneaed them, aid my cuty to utnat
extent sosolutely, wWitn 4ll tone neip I naa. They were
teken in tuere, auc I contena tnat I ala everytuing tnat
was possible to a0 &t tnet tine.
kre Raker. {pe prcposition is tuen thst your posi-
tion is tuet you uvic your utmost?
Col. Tripp I aid.

Kr. Raker. But you zouna conoitiorne rnere &0 toOroughly

cemorelized tnet you got no nelp ot eny kind or in sny form?
Is thst rignts?
Cole Tripp. Tell #dion't sev &ny police otricers nelp-
ing to get isis mob in. I aidn't on tnat. I can tell you I
didn't see toem.
Lr. Raker. You not oniy sew tnay but you sgw worse
then that, you saw them being turned loose.
Col. Tripp. Yes, sir.

Xr. Raker. You sgw tuem corkeda up, put tue bung in,
and 1t was putlleo out &t tune other enaj; &na tne next stternoon
you touna tnatv tney were being vurrea out ox tne Justice's
court.

Col. Tripp. Yes, sir.

¥r. Raker. That alor't encoursge you ver; muckh, 0ié
ity

Col. Tripp. Why, no, sir. ,

ANr. Raker. Now mpE® was sny news brought to you tnet
efternoon tnet your boys--- I meen 01 Lukse Vel lOwo 20.4ptiLlcs
—ee Y GLE ZEUT Uy, UMEe Gplial 0L Tne - T10Turs8? '
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Col. Tripp. Do, sir; posivavely uob.
ur. Raker. Ana 7ere Isiilag 1ia #16a taem?
Col. Tripp. ©To, sir; 20 sucu luidcwacidu Cx:ne GO e,
&Na evary repors wuuab I NG Was (0 i CILECT (iulb tudy Werd
a0ing tneir oest L0 3uppress Tud r10u3, regaruless or nis
co0lor, &zZa WwWalCa LuelYr lablIuCylouns Wolce
Xre. Rexer. Now TaeU plcelule Lnib Weé uuVe dev:l 0ere
:océy-—- gnu 1% nas Oe:-n puvlisped~-~- i¢ #pled?s ITOM Cu=t
Cuut .uey rust Nave Decu~--- I triea Vo coant iv tocay, ous
I forget--- tuuil nere muss nave dSeea 8B Oor LC men unyaow tuey
app2ared GO0 o2 ia aaisform, unc I assume tuey ars adiulelrs
- 07 3saflr zguas, éoxcing taza inh v Yer; nice fusuiva, Witn Tae
muG Oeiutg @ssaulibed rigu¢ iu IrOLG Of cuad. Zow can you
2GEOUNT 0T Su¢ i4CH Luue Tuvee Men Slua't BAKe sltaer aema
Or 8l1ve Tulss Mou 1L Tie A%207
Col. Tripp. If tae comrities COALG Tedidl Me--  Oring
on & Witness anQ TeLll e Tulre $a4sT PleLUre wWusd Tugen ia
Zast St. Louls--- I em not avle TO laealtlly your 3treais,
4uQ Tug Tlits OL 03y aud 1% 14 1lwPosSsluls IVrX Ms 40 0w aay
ligut Ou Guc sUvjaet,
#r. Raker. It cza ove ¢oua,.
Col. Tripp. 1 sSnulf O¢ Very gsiua 30 w9 iv.
«r. Cooper. Let Xr. Anaersoa teil ulm rigut toery.
lr. Raker. TVWhat time 01 way was tals caxen, Ur.
Ancerson?
Er. Paul Y. Anaersomn. 1t was taken on Tae coraer Of
Coltiansville Avenue ana Broasaway.
Col. Tripp. Collinsville ana Broaawvay. Now taen

lev me sec tnave fow wacre is Broaaway {examining panoco-

]
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grapal?

eoo ¥r. Ancersou. The Streeg Woere you arrestea Gud 0iy

‘ ouncn, Tué Ones Lusb you just aescrivsa (incicauviag)s The
place wnere you arrestee tue big erowa, rigut nere (inaicaving
0a puovoxsrapule

' Col. Tripp. What timme 0i aay Wusd taia?

Ur. Anaersoa. I gon't o7 tnat.

’ i Col. Tripp. Now I zm gleg 50 w0 Tuls 11 I Cune I

E was present at tnet big mob way up on Coliinsville Avenue

near tae kasonic Temple, I 0o xmow tauc wulie 1 was in tgasv

’ crowa, Or sSoumetirme tnere, luere Wele lea TLUT Wedd Lvurouga

9
taeé Streel cursd TO locate COLOrea fMode They uwiun't tina

4

any, a8 I understoouw, 0ut Cuey Weabé 100Liag 107 Suciul. Liow
1 on tuat I €an Tell you Wuat wr00p3 W8re Ladrd 8nt Yued wiuuy
50& Taers, ang wadtaer uLGter oOr P:09:¢ Sue Xillilug 0L ctaue
HE@Zroede. I can Tell you 1T uauT 13 wue place. i can
tell you posicively 1L 1% 14 adiu Arde. if tne picture was

vugen any Ouiiel place JL albur sue Feuerai Lro0ps nza re-

poriea, uIver 5a<d Trouvie uroudl Tuzt 2818400 ra400Q OcCcCurrea,

;.

taen oI course I coulan't tell you On vaxt, out I cun tedil

you wuo c&n Toll you avoub it.
¥r. Raker. And you cun f1ina ous Wuoo Guose ieidows aret

Col. Tripp. Ho, but ir you ¥iil 1e¢ me know tne time

of tpe uay tnls wus taken, I can give jou toae name OI tane
- orricers wno cun explaia tae propositvion.

’ ¥r. Raker. This 18 tone sams picturs tnat Mr.Cooper

rererrea to originally in tae tescimoay.

Col. Tripp. I have tesgiriea o cue Collinsviile Ave.

case neur tne Temple.
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¥r. Raker. Fow you nvve 2 113% €I #il Lux soluiers ‘
, tuav Cume nere, O course?
i Coi. Tripp. Yes, sar.
> H
’ > ! : ir. Raker. Have you zay recoru 03 Waers oue virious
. m:g weré placea’?
‘ Col. Tripp. Ko, sir, I haven't, but Col. {layton has
, ) &0C #41 OI iprT 1a uls rePort, JusSt exz2CCiy Waere taey were
j f placea ung tue Orgu6izatloa commaaders tuatl pzu eourge O
} ? caem. %
: I sr. Raxer. Then reaily youa cua f{1lug QUL Vi ere Tug meu E
¢

: were tudal ¥Iverndoal
Col. Tripp. I thlux ae Can Ceil _OU #il 21004 LalQUgh ,

; 0y 0lc CePOrts Tnelre tuey Weréd o»butloued, ca¢ viiiereast coa- ‘

paniedy 81l0ag Curlugu vileé siLrecTde 1 coutan't, pz=czuse Taal
was a matter 0 ustrlil Wiin Tue OLiicersS.
£ ire. Raker. Where is Col. Claytoa now?

Col. Tripp. He 1s at Tl 09ryer. Wr. Fexete 1is ag

the boraer; kajor lowaen is at twe oorusr; Captzim Spencer is
8¢ Guz OOXaer, »uG 8 1Ol OI Tudsec Men busie Guu¢ Xuor ell
800UL LuOBE tuin,s #re 8T tac DOraer. They are aown atv

Houstoa, Texas.

M g e S i b n

ir. Raker,

To you know wust® Decane 01 Col. Claytoa's

report?
VYol. Tripp.
Zr. Raker. There 18 iv now?
Col. Tripp. e
oa 1t, 11 you wWsai 10--- 0ls OWA shalemeutd.

#“r. Raxer.

Col. Tripp.

U S S e el

Yes, sir; I can suow you.

cean suo® you wus: Col. Clayuoa says

AS L0 Tue 6rovps Ocluy placed taere?

The cirrersuc places, yos, 81T, Just aow

e g T ST
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taey were placea c¢xuctliy.
Xr. Raker. I w14l get Ouacg ©o Cend leier. 20 you
KRovw vzt Cole Cla7tou uviu W1low uls repori? Ee mace & sep-
. L srete report, aiun't he?
. ’ Col. Triripe. Col. Clayton muus & FopoOrs 04 Huz <udle
) : toing, Yuicu wWad zfiscusu T9 wuld Lepdrié o0 fne Sov¥eraor.
Kr. Raker. is Col. Claysoa's Teporv part oL sour re-
. port?
, Col. Tripp. It is oy iT&eli, Sspurate.
’ k ‘ 54 ir. Rezer. It 1o & pulT Oi Tuld ouis GICASCuG?
s Col. Iripp. Yes, sir.
g o ir. Raker. Then ne cicn't ma¥s s seprruzte r£apIrv ¢o
: tue Governor?
j . Col. Prippe Lo more tnun Tazte.
’ ? £Lre RaZere. ) Then tnst covers tuzte. Ana Toe Obu=r
i orficers, Taoey mMuaz a roPort, 4ia boat 13 parc 0L saag?
Col. Tripp. Captain Smita's ana Captain K&auSer's
; reports glso are attacuva.
J¥r. Poss. Trenm Giu yOu i K& Luid Fopuru?
1Coi. Tripp. 3itucl OL Tus viu O 4%u vi Jaly, ioae-
Q1ua331y Giter talde
KXr. Foss. Rignt aers?
Col. Tripp. Rigat sere 1u Eastv St. Louis. f
' . ir. Foss. Tipere wus 1V muuec? 3
- Col. Tripp. At a puolic stsudgrupusr's. I con't

know tne nzme OI tne parTye. I wnde my reporv, auu Tue OLuseT

ofticers gictzieu Lucif 1EDVILI muu DHUE UP Tuc TEPurd aaw

trausiivied iv 10 tue GOVaruor.

Xr. Foss. Lia snyoouy asslst you in maxing your

B R e R L i
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report? ;
Cole Tripp. I ci1ctucec #tl OI my ISpoOrie.
Xr. Foss. Then =ller yOu Zuurz your 10pOre WaEt aia
you vo wiva it ;
Cor. Tripp. After tue ropdri wus compLleis?
ir. Foss. Yes. )
Col. Tripp. I turmea iv over 50 Ctue A4cjutanv Genersi,
wuo tragdomilisd 1V L0 e GOveruods, ’ ;

ir. Foss. Wes tue repore priutea?t

Col. Trippe. So, sirg 1% is ik cyo-wWrittes 10ra, 4ua

v

R

ot

we mace tnem in duplicate, suu Toe oiguers Wol's ia auplicave,

s
Ee N

except cortuia eaulvlits tudb Tucis a8 Ouly Oue cOpy oOr,

ot

lixe wue layor's staiomeul, &ua Gus=é was & Cerililed. COpy maue
0y Cuc SLeuOgrufuer ana Coibitice €0, 2u0 Gue c¢opy 04 uil Gus

OLuers ureé sSlgavu Up ud Origlumis; zua I am glua to tura ie

OYel suc let you gave Gaose 1T tuwy Tiil give you sy iniorma-
ciou. Here is8 Tue report o. ire Fekete, &8no tuers 1o 11y

4 report iu fuesd. 2nen comes bre FeXete's own 8tory OLI 1%.
Then coues Luc Governor ueras. Folioving Taai-- ud seild
the place of tne troops, hoOW Tusy Tare plucdo, uua wxactly 9
wnat vas cone {exninitiag reporsle. Here is Lr. Fekete 10l-
10%1ng my statemeat. Then comes Col. Clayton.

Mr. Foss. Then wWuut 18 aXlfel Cuas? '

- Col. Tripp. After tast--- tuls is siguedus origiual

oy Col. Clayton. Then cowes Kajcr Llauser, Hocduu 14 COUMuQQ.

o

#r. Foss. Thea &1tul Baze?
Cole Tripp. Then uole 19 mu exulolv rrom cue Sheriii's

orrice. I albo eztieu oa tus 3neriii Lo suy [ wWas nere aua

P

let niw xuow, o 8 o Y
. @9 11 L Coula me1d aluw, or 1I ua coula uelp
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? , me in tuis mutler; Wust Weo uuu 0erd $0 =ld, ano us8Kes aim 1f f'
ne waidteu uny assisvauce av all; 11 ne Wanlted Troops placwl. '
Lo outside OI Cue city, vOo let me Kaow, aud g1lve nie noslce 1a
> . ‘ Triviny, Wuleu ne ulu, auu uerv 18 0ls staleneab. He wantea :
u i
‘ ' 80Mc &U Luc STOCKJ4ras, #uc Wd g0l Tuem Up THere.
; } f Then I have 50t Tuc Xayor's stabemcut 1a Writiug, Walcu
1’ Qe Sdfveu 04 md Wille I was pubttiag Thae Prioducts lile That '
! ;
. s f 18 & ce1lirilea 22Dy olzdeu 0y Gus L0ud¥Je Y
; ir. Raker. Whet uoed Tast S=2y? Reaa 1v. i
% Col. Tripp. This is uuiecu Bust St. Louis, July zue, ;
‘ 19i7: \ |
] f ) "Col, 3+ O. Tripp, !
‘ Asst. Adjuvauy Generai, Steve oi Iilinois,
E cob Ciuvy.
5 Dear Sir:
1 : This 18 to novify you tuumé aiter COuversiny Witu cue 1
Governor, Frank O. Lowaen, tast iuz Civy of Zast St. Louis ‘
] is practically under marbiul law. I hercoy cull upon you ‘
$0 reauer sll @sslstancd 1 JOur power tuat i avelluold,
| ana t0oK fuil Cnarge 0of Tue Situagion. ‘;
Respectiuiiy yours, )
] {Signeu) Frea W. Mollman, layor".
Er. Johnson. Tho aelivercu tuab o you?
, - Col. Tripp. The Nayor personulilye :
1 Mr. Jonnsou. hat were you @oing ut voat vime? !
Col. Tripp. I was confinlay Prisonsrs vtadl We uaa !
taken on Coliinsviile Avenud. .
kr. Jonnson. Conriuing tnem in wna% builciug? }
Cole Trippe In tae jail, purt ot tae City Hall here ;
|
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s known es troe poiice aepartment.,
; " ¥r. Johnsono. And you sey tu26 28 you TOOK tnem 1nto '
1: the Iroant QOOT TLEY PeESed Tuel Ou Out tLe oack Goors
i ! Cole Tripze They certainly oias f
} lir. Jonnsone. Tid you sec vue vzck GooOr ouv OI wuich
K tney pastea tuew?
Col. Tripp. Lo, sir; I wes in ziout &l Tuc ¢ ime |
they vere being put 1m tnere,
. ‘ kre Johnsor. But tney certainly pusced, tnem out ox ;
' tue vack ooor? :
Col. Trirp. And tne Wincows, DOTa Ways. ‘ ;
| T wLTe JOnnEcL, Low suppose tnerz vweou't wny osek coor ’
’ to irat builairng?
Col. Trirg. Then tuey wens out OI Tue Y.1000WS.
Kre Jorneon. You nave uireszay saic wuey passea thenm
] out ol tue DECk dOOT, have you nott
@ol. Tripp. well, I ogian't exemine tue aocor, but
trat 18 tne report icel cume tO me, Tuet tuey %ere passiug i
Taem out Of tue DEC KL GOOrsS anau winaows. Then I sent wore .
to Mejor Klauser to get gueras at tne baCk peit Ol tue City ;
Hell. They overziovee tae builaing--- packea toem in tcere
like s&ruices.
Mr. Jonnson. Tney naa ovexrilowea tae builaisg, ana
- what were tuey going 10 d0 wWita them?
- Col. Tripp. bell, they packed tuem iu there. '
Then comes & statem:uyv o1 Captain Coaye. Then nere '

COomes sn exulois, time 01 tue arrival O0I TIOO0ps, Verililec oy
tone Adjutant.

Wr. Johnson. Wnile we arse o tue ®oJect 0 tuose

e e o v e m e e o me m e e e SIS e RS S TYeEIeeer e SR ITRETTh
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prisouvers passing OuT 01 Tue dack coor, I fecel that I anm
relizoly 1nIormea tretv trere is no osck door ror tuem to

pess out 0I, &ra TLat L0 w16AOWS vele heavily oerrea.

Col. Trirpe. Vieil, tuey Wwere passec out ali rigae,

beczuse tnere was no less toan 900.

Mr. Jonnsou. liov tuea you saio trey were patsed ous
OX tae pack uoOr, &uu mexXt Ttu8t tuey were passea out o1 toe
winuows. Jow 1T uvveilops Tuzd lue w1LUOWL 41@ 0D8IXeQ.
Hov @0 Joi S8y DOW Luey wale puifLy out?

Col. Tripp. Ky intormation 18 wuLuv Tuey were going

out 0I ta& DacCk coOrs eunc wiscows. Then we calleo 101
! ' guerds to protect tLe resr furt 03 tne ouilaing.
’ 3 Wr. Joansoxn. Tou gre cnerg-ng tne oilicers now wita
percittiLg tuzt Zinc ©i 2o escepe, witnout knowiag wnetner
tnere is a ovegck uocor or wiLcow?

Col. Tripp. aell, Cole. Clayton exsmineco 8211 tuose
’ ] end ge cva tetl you aRouT et point.

Lre Joknson. But you nave alrssay told us eoout it.

Cole Trirp. I psve vold you in & generad way waosat
I could, ¥rom inrormaticn tnst came to me tnat tuey were !
going out or tue bsek coor suc vinwows, anc escaping, ana I
imrecizcely sent soneone---

kre. Jonnson (Interposirg) Then wanen you specity rar-

'_336 ticuiarly tuatv tuey Were zoing out or tne back aoor, waenm

tnere 1: LO back coor tuere you csll tnat generaliziang, co

you¥
3

Col. Trigge. You eciked me era I tolc you tmey were

getting out toe oack cooOT.

- - <
WIe oSS, Who iniormea you aoout tuaty
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> ’ Col. Tripp. Some oxfcer or men Tuere. Anc 1 sert umﬁ"JLI
ﬁ I goreonse. .
kr. Foss. A poiice oxiicer?
’ : Cole Irigppe n¢c, 8ir; rot & police oiiicer, one oz
our menl. .
‘ Lr. FToss. Cre oi tre .iiitia?
) * Col. Trigp. Yes, sir.
. ire Foss. Lo you 40w wuo%
) s i Col. Trigp. Lo, I con'ty vut it wes verifiea by Col.
E Clsyton, =2o¢ ne wWill refe teet gTetenent IOr JOue
] T kre FoOSS. Tpet COEKEd £Ib:T tLELE
i Ccle. Zrirre. Ioen co-es Toe SteleLo: ¢ 0@ Captein

3mitn, tane tire o2 nis eriival. fie reportec to re woile 1

Tas gevling in tue prisoners, 248G WiEL re clo In regera to

[

orzsKing up wue 18%l gensrsl reo tuat getoerea.
Lre. Foss. Ceptain Smith was in coumanc o1 wuet?
Col. Tripp. Compeny F of toe 4«tn Infantry.
' Kr. Foss. Cf tke iilitia®
Cole. Tripp. Yes, sir. Ee cane up sno I saia to pess
tuem aiong in couble cuick vire, witcout eveu taking orx

treir geverssecis or srytaning, but o rignt ssesc.

J ; Lr. Foss. Thec wuet ccres siver tuet?

Cole Trirp. Tren comes tie sigtement trom Lsjor

e d

E. He Tutaili, o1 tue Zeaicza Corps, wuo vas ia Zast St. Louis 3
oit Teesuibing seivice. d1s ousesvesiou 13 slgusa. 28
wa8 noT va cacy i elauzeridu TLta Tud 106,

£r. Poss. “LEetT eL8c.

Ccole. ;ripp. +hen Tolico & LepP wgiLd, anu0Tiug a1l
S
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¥r. Foss. Bow tulas srepore, che ;‘;.%zgmrs, 13 Ju f£119,
1o 1%, ab 3gringilisle, av Gus Capivos?

Cole. Trippe. Yes, sar.

Zr. Fosse. In tue Acjutsnt Genmersi’s Sirice?

Col. Trippe. well, it is eituer zuzre 23r tu Tuc GOV-
eraor's oirice.

ir. Poss. It 1s priv Ol Tue OIXleisa roudres?

Col. Trippe. Yes, sii; wua vuse is & =<piicace OI 1T

kr. Fosse. Ang vuzv 13 u uwupiicuie. ’

Jow now gsuy policewmen cilu Jou dee tez2i gay?

Cole Trippe I coulea't say uow meaj.

ir. Foss. You coulan't teli?

iv
Col. Tripp. Jo, sir. I take,you mez=a <uzy ana 2vealiag?

[\J

xr. Foss. Well, a0% muLy COULd 204 oc= DdE Ou Tue
0946 pasrolizug? Cut in Tue ClUY, QU JJu ronea . wice?

Cole Irippe. i saw, Wuen We Wel& gOiwng wuds, Drovaody
N0 0 Sures clilefeal glilidoded ab Saii vicas pizeade [ coa't
o211eve I SEW mMOre tauzu Guube. in I2eT I mele =0 parsicular
G0%e 0L 1%

Zr. FPoss. TVere tucie say 1a tuz City E=iif

Cote Trappe. I tnirk Tocse Was taz culel =nL One asdisu-

ailbe

£re. Fosse Lia Tue Esyor Or 2uyomes C=ii 94 WOW large
a4 POL13s L0XCSE 4m Hamu Hu  LsbL c L¥  wsa X4 Sms LsOE G0 Sad [
e1ty? 3

Sole Trippe They a1a ouriug tue uve, Zi=zxe I toiux

L1 I n2urd tus WEYO0l olzle Ludié He fHuv U2 islas A1Xe 00 men

~== SORELA1UE L1A€ LuLbG.
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’ ’ kr. Fosse. vielli, G1u Tuey wil Lu0W up tonat moraning?
- Bol. Trippe. Now I con't knov. I coulcn't ensver
f
i 04 tusuu, beesguse I reeliy woa't know,
' ’ wre Foss, O you Xuow uebuis &y o=l pollics OfliCers
: Tyre oWorn 1a?
‘ Col. Trippe. ©On tnst vay?
’ Lre FOSS. o8,
’ : Sole Trippe I con't Znow. .
- wre Foose  Io= Feueldl 510023 Vele ueic &b Lu&b i, 5
PErg Suey? L
3 Col. Tripp.  Yes, sir,. W
fo
. . . &
_ &Ye FOSS. 400 Tele Tudy Wauol ¢Oledzug 0.7 i
v . ]
eo? Cole Trippe. Kajor Kavanaugh, ultuOlgu 0w Neppuuéd LO 7
’ Ou OUpul O+ Lue €10y Gué&l tay, wuu I got Ceptaiu Sranest Stall
TO ¢Oue L0/ Lrom bue @LOCKY37UE~ -~ UL UpP--- Wudle Lg Tud
N sitdcucu TO TuKe 6013 w01 Gu eud, uap volilinsviile Avenue, aunu
ne ule resp0ud.
i=Te FOSS. sell, LO% i-uy “eu ulu fe¢ Oslug GO ‘B
Cole Tripp. Ze o:0ugul wo¥u 8¢ or 70 mes.
lre Fosse 1i¢ wue cooperate Yitu you¥
Col. Trippe. Yes, sir; wuau KOU Wora vo tae commenciag
general, of tue Osparement, wuo tole niw ¢o countiinus oa, sac
1 no ula iv very eii-ecively, splencialy.
i Mr. Foss. TWell mow, tais report comes cown to wnat clme?
- ,
— Col Cole Tripp. Tois comes uown To 1< o'elock tnut nignt.
i ¥r. Foss. Ané taoen vu0o Took caurge?
Col. Tripp. Then Genevrsr L1C<50u Cuine 14 #na 600K

i cuurx 9, ang I worKsu vitu alf, Unuel uls xusxxucyioua, CcOo~-

Operativu . 10u slllue Bbut Tulo Woes uvu tuxe 1 Guy 0rlnglug

i ARG AT e TER T RIS
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ano 8rralgulug 01 Tuose Jiisddsed 1a a2 22arb.

re FO8Se %ell now oOw meny Mch 01 tue wxilitia or
Eational Guere Weiu Lt= uutily Lasb w8y, uil LOlu, ulilel
tney nea &ll come inft

Eol. Tripp. I cen tell you execoly Guubo

lir. Foss. You GuVE TOLu Us up o 1.00, I tnink. How
I wisn you Wouiu enumtcisce 1r30a Tuele 04 00w mauy.

Cols Trippe I witl ao suer l(eeonsuliiauc ceport)e

kTe FOSS. ive us  tue nuumoer Ol Meu suu Tae
numosr 01 0111CELSe Give tue Tlme OI uriivali just as you
nave 1t

Ccla. Trippe. Corpzuy G at 8.40 pe n., July zaa, wWita
S orilcers suu </ wed,

Compeny H &t 10.90 a2, me, Wity < Olileers zua o< 118q,

Company I &t 1.50 Pe me, Wita & 0iIvers xuu 44 12ea,

Company B at 4.40 pe. me, Witu & orilcers sro 60 men,

Conmpeny F at 8 pe.x., Witn o 0itlcers zua 4L men.

That mekes 17 oriicers uau 70 men up 70 ano laciuciug
8 Delis, Wucll Tuvy &TL1VcGe They broxe up tae Lasé moo.
low taere was & lol 01 Otacr vroops cang in,

ire Foss. Trhat was tue neadv csy, was 16, or auriang
vae nigate

Col. Trippe. ZIuring tue migute. I can give jou tuat
14 you 7“unt 1iG.

“r. Foss. All rigat.

Col. Tripp. I think I can. ©Probavly Generai Lickson

COULQ p1ve YyOW 4u36 1 #d Oiilelul way.

r. Foss. well, we wiLl walt 10r Gensral Dickson taen.
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.
Col. Tripp. That tugces tuom uil Lrowm My Ulis Tazae
lr. Foss, In adaition to tuat Jou aned tae Federal
troopinyou sposs 017
Cole. Tripp. Yes, sire Toula you Llixe Lo have tuose?
Xr. Foss. You nave siicsuy givea Gustv, I tningk, 60
Col. Tripp. Yes, s1x; &vout 60. I can give iz
eascbly 1f you want it,.
Wre FOBYe All rigant. :
Cole Tripp. I tninz I ceus Sixty is aooutv vus num-
ber. :
Wre FObse Eow weay oxiicers?
- Col. Tripp. Two orzicery,.
cga Xr. Rakero How gell.iug Ouuk LO . uSiw JE LUuil 4'nila

sgo, uia eny civizeus appeet vo0 ysou {ueo aay 0T Hiu Of
assistance?

Col. Trigpe. For eny specisl vauing$t

iirs Raker. Ien.

Cols Tripp. Ko, 8121; 1 wor't recalil uuy.

iuxre Rakelo liu egLyore ccme tO you &nu Say TO you

tLgtl--- Toet 18 up until, say, ¢ o'clceck--- tast Jour nmen---
I meen oy tett men Or the riiitig--- were marguaing bhOCting
promiscuousiy, 1o sywp&svuy Witn tne 10%ers, tru L.ere sctuslly
S:COTINg ancu u&@ SO0t nB2grocsf

Cole Tripp. no, sir. I negro sucu & report toe morn-

ing oif vue ore.  Someone, I con't recull wnom, ceme to me,

FSSTSR———

put 8 report ciu eome 1o The City Heul on tue woining of tue
fru, woicu was elter I was oii cuty, to tuet eLiect.
Lelxe
Kr. Cooper. You &r:ived / -ocut o o'clcek in thne morniag

Col. Tripp. Yeg, &ir.
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wes?

iir. Coogper.
Coie Tripre
uTe CCTEEY.
Cole Trirgpe.
iXe CcCCrere
Ccle Trippe.

£,

T Cooper.

Cole Tripge
wie CCCpere
Ccl; Tricp.
wXe CoOper.
Col. Iripp*
Lr. Cooper.

Col. Tripp.

hrG went sTtreigrne to sre City Estid
Yeg. v

A6 steyed tasre L6TlL 2IT.r Lg%
Yec, 81iTe

Until you weant .o Luncneont
Yes, sir.

You won't kmow Just £0T ioag aiter lz 1w

Lo, sir.

wLere ¢ic you get your iuncreon?

at tne restalralt asuareje

ALGC TR8T Tlic ¢iG you Iinisp tue lurcroeont
I zinisned in time TO x0 vO¥n Toerve

Apout pali past oué jou seia?

I zinisged in time to get invo sa suvoe-

mO211€ ghC rice sSCLe elprt olocks, wWaere 1 wee et l.ole I

recell true tire wus 1.cC, 0 L rust neve i:uituec Lfuncn 8com

etter } o'clock.

ir. Cooper.

Yhile you were 1in tue City Eall, vetween

u o'cloek ana tue time you leit to go to luncneon, ana elong
aboot 1C o'clock, civ you nesr soout & negro deicg killea
witein & oloek or s olock &ro 8 ns&lx?

Col. Tripp. Ko, sir.

¥r. Cooper. Of tue City Hall?

Col. Tripp. Ko, sir. I nesra tney were sanooting.

Thet was nesrer 1l o'clock, as I remember.

Er, Cooper. You heard scooting?

1

Col. Tripp. I szara tnerafzanan bDeen a &p0T 1irea,

&na tnere was &t once a cetail witn en ¢Tficer sent over trere
e
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L
I testiziea to tuat, and tney touus tuat 2 man wita .a revolver
) kaa oeen arrestea by some police orricer, unoc toe IeiLlow,---
) tone wau--- uu@ gotten away, ana tae National Guard ofticer ame
men resrrestea the Lan ana vook nim vo itue City Hall.
Ir. Cooper. That 1s sil you pesra wes itf%
Cole Trippe Yes, sir,
ir. Cooper. Dian't you near--- weren't you tolo st
toat tims erd 1l ot you tolao iu the City Hall that a man had
just been xilleoc on tue street 2t 1C o'cloeck?
Col. Tripp. Ko, sir; ueaa oeen bu0t, notv killea.
r. Cooper. Tia you &sk wunetuer ne was ceaa?
T Col. Tripp. “ell, I will look &na see if there 1as
&ny renvion ci spet in nere.
Lr. Cooper. Never nmina. Do you remerber it nov?®
Col. Trippe. I remember it Jjosv &8 [ &n testizying.
kr. Cooper. You aian''t go out to see?
. Col. Tripp. wny 69, =ir; t.eie wci: men aispatenea
out tnere. We nua Mea 4G 01iluelrs busl Woub Ouv Oud fudie
dir. Cooper. But & muu 1a Cowseul 01 aiilGary Llorces
in 4 ciGy GO sSuUpPPress 8 riot, Wud z0cd MM Siralzut vOo Cue
City Hall sua stays ineoors [0s 10ur 9r £1lve udurd, Sudviiag
goiay on uuu sdluer 4oiuy Oa, &8 ¥e ZuoW--- Weil Aid aotuiag
it seems %0 us OWe~-~
- Col. Tripp (Interposing) I wasn't in tuc City Hall a

Mot Wned reylullg W&s goluy Oue I was out iu ous or tue

Obavs 0L wuldv vlig Julucliug®, dalt tue Jay Gullugt, Psr30u=llig.
oiTe CooOpex. You wace?

Col. Tripp. I was in all UuOsc 01y auuelluge, a8

ey
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'vd
. I nave GeB8Giriva O, &il Turougn Gusv C1lmd.
i
: dr. Cooper. But you tolie us neig Turece O0€ IOur 51138
. that you stayeu ia Tre Cuty; Hell from 8 o'clocke.
+
i
! Cole Trirpe. I dia, &no many reve C€:1L1CiteQ M Wuy
i
' I gion't stay rtuere zil toe time sno circet tre work from taoe

City Hall,

;' lr. Cooper. ©Now just answer tne question and con't
f try to aivert tunis testimony. tannasvabbasittrensopesvocdyy
f
i
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1-JWA You have testified rapentedly tanat you went straight in
foilowing . .
] Mercer from tnzt station from the city nzll wnd got there soon
] eyl 59
i after eight o'clock in the morning.
‘ Col. Triop: Anl remzin=d there until after i
; twelve o'clock,
-4 Mr. Cooper: Remainsd tasre until ufter tvelve )

) o'clock, and then ycuwent straiznt to a restaurant and

T

3 ' stayed nearly an hour th2re in taz restuurunt, and snile

£

you ware at the City H.ll,according to your own admission,

A EF

a man vas snot and you 4idn't go out to se= about it.

. Col. Tri-p: A siot was fired, and an officer

¥

andsome men were iri-edlataly dispatched there.
g re. Cooper: But ycu didn't go out to see it.
: Col., Tripp: Yo, sir; I was trying to taink out
a schedule of patrol work., I workadi every minute ofiimy
timeat it,
ilr. Cooper: You nad nere, up to the-time - all
the time you were staying i.. tne City Hzll - aboiit 60 men =
53, or somewhere alongz there - 59; and ycu stayed tiaxe
and mapprez out a pian of c.mpaign for four hours?
Jol, Tripps Yes, I wus telephoning the Adju-
tant Gensral's Office in the meantime, and 1 w.8 calling
up the org-nisations that hadn't come in, getting irf ormation
- of them, hurrying tham through, getting some of the others
with ammunition in; going cer the work with the City Attorney.
fr. Cooper: You cculd plan half the battle of
Verdun in *nat time.

Col. Tripp: Vecry good, sir.

Mr. Cooper: You stayed in thzt building for more




than four hour3 while this man was beinzg xilled und
other men were being mobbed right taere, ani you stuyed
in and mapped cut a nluan of campaign and you were really
in control of the situution, according to ycur own staite-
ment. Now then, whom did you he:r had been shot?

Col. Tripps I didn't hear.
r. Cooper: You didn,t hear?
Col. Tripp: No, sir.
Yr. Cooper: You made no inquiry?
Col. Tripp: ¥ hezard that a gun had veen fired -
a shot n:d been fired out the-e, and youcan take another
witness on tnat and find cut just exwctly wio md what.

I can give you tne names. My report will show it.
r. Cooper: NWow you say tnat you neurd that a
snot nad been fired out in thut neighborhood up there,

Col. Tripp: And I immediately investigated.
Zir. Cooper: Did you he:r that a man nad been shot.
Ycu said so a little anile ago, did yocu not?

Cole. Tripp: We'l, you cwun tzkxe it that way, yes,
sir, 1 neard so.

¥r. Cooper: Well, tnat is what you said, and that
he didn't die.

Col. Tricp: Thar{there is no contradiction about
it.

r. Cooper: Then why don't you suy it, and notA;y
®you can take ittimt way?® That is what you szid.
You din't go out to see anything about it? °

Cole Tripp:

Positively I did not. Poaitively,{

v st o
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3 I remiined at the City Hall,
‘ t, Mr. Cooper: Why didn't you?
% Col. Trippr: Because my duties were more necessary right
l“ there at that time than to go out investigating tazt when
> r w2 nad a detachment for thaut purpose.
- g ¥r. Cooper: Well, whut were youx:duties to stay
' four or five ncurs in a room with only 50 or 60 men?
g Col. Tripp: llow do you mean, 50 or 67 men?
if 1'rs Cooper: That is all ycu had hers.
, Col. Tripp: They were out all over the streets;
; A theof ficers were out directing their mcvements. That is
) what the line offices are for, sire Thut is a pardt of
3 their duty.
Mr. Cooper: You were planning th= campaign?
Col. Tripp: I was going >var the map wita the
City Attorney, be“wesn thos= hours I spsak of. I had
twice called up tne Adjutant General's uffice. I had
tried to locate the troops; I had becn ir{comunication
with the depot to find out when our troops might be ex-
f pected, and I n=d been doing all sorts of that prelimin-
: : ary work during those few hows I wus at the City Hall.
' M-, .Cooper: And then ycu went and t:zok an hour
E for lunch?
T Col. Tripp: I don't think I w.s an hour.

Mr., Ccoper: You said from shortly%t?’elve 'until

: shortly after one.

‘ Cols Tripp: The best I can remember - I didn't look
at my watch, but I know it was 1.30 when I got up there,

: and I know I took a hasty sl \

R A . o Lt e M VE R




§65

. Lagh
.
D . ’ 4 ifr. Foss: How far from the City Hall was it
’ to where you took amdeeik? o
Col, Tripp: Six or eightblocks.
’ i’ Mr. Cooper: Did you go in an automobile?
T ’ y Col. Tripp: Y=zs, sir. ”
: 1 iMr. Cooper: Howlong did it take you?
7 » Col. Tripp: Just as fast us we could go. 1
a ‘ Mr. Cooper: Ycu went eight blocks as fast as ‘ {
- ’31 you could go. Well, eight blocks i3 a little less than :‘
,: a mile. How lonz ~ould it take you to go a mile with ;;
? T an automobile if ycu hurried as fust as you coculd gc? ix
3 Col. Tripp: Well, now, I made no schedule of the : :
time it took us cn any of this work, only as I can tell &
b you ffom tne best of my memory on that proposition. I

have givén you the best infomaticn I could on that as

to the time. It might have veen half past tw2lve before

I got away. I don't xnow. We got away when work let up

so we could go. No time w.s wasted; we got right out

there.

, ¥r. Cooper: Yo, no time was wasted; you were

busy all the time from eizht until after twi2lve, were

you?
Col. Tripp: Y-s, sir; no time was wasted. '
Mr. Cooper: Y.u had becn telephoned to at turee i

o'clock in the morning that a riot that foreboded dunger }

in this city was abouwt to brzak out, and they wanted tae
agsistunce of soldiers. You grabbed the first thing

:,fterlycu got cut of ved, a grip, evidently thinking that '

you were coming to East St. Louis, and you eme to Fast St.
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. 5 Louis, and you were told, w2re yocu noct, in the City Hall
;i . tnat two policemen hud teen killed the night tefore.
’ ’ 3 i Col. Tripp: VYes, sir.
> a ‘ Mr. Coorer: And thzt there was the danger of
’ ' bloodshed?
1 f Col. Tripp: They simply st:c:ted there hiad been
E two policemen killed by the regrcoes, wno had attacked
s ? : them.
' Mr. Cooper: Didn't they say there was danger
; f after you got here, of «n cutbreak?
‘; \ - Col. Tripp: I don't recall that theit werding
i. was. that waye.
. ‘, r. Cocrer: Well, why should you come from Spring-
; field if tkere wasn't any danger?
Col. Tripp: On an ocrder from the Adjutont G:nerzl's
Office.
: ir. Ccoper: But ycu c'.t’,{h\'{ get the oxier from the
Adjutant General's Office unt;.{‘ after you had picked up
your grip and had gone over trare®
Col. Tripp: No.
] Mre. Cocper: Well, why did ycu pick up ycur grip
urless yocu thcught there w.s danger?
': Co.l. Tripp: I naturzlly thougnt I wculd just take
' i my grip with me, without giving it any particular thought. ;
Mr. Cocper: You knew thure w.s going to be a riot, ;
didn't ycu? i
Col. Tripp: I didn't xnow there was going to be
& riot, Wnen I gct out of my bed and went down theeg,
I did not know anything about it. I ddn't know a tning




i | ¢

6 about it, I didnt't xnow anytning about ituntil I got
down to the Adjuta:t Genzral's Officze.
Xr., Cooper: Pidn't the Adjutant General tell
you vwrer: he telephoned ycu and gotrou cut of bved?

Col. Tripp: He said to come dovn to the cfficej .

that therxe had been touble reported down at Eust St.
Louis, and he vanted me tc tulk over the matter of
troops going to East St. Louis, so I szid,"I wiil be
® right over.” !
¥r. Coccper: Yes, he told you. ,

| . Col. Tripp: That may not be the words, but that 1
is it in substuarce. :
9 ¥r, Ccocrer: He told you thut he wanted you to
ccme toc the cffice; and there was a riot or sometnirg in
P Fast St. Lcuis, and they wunted troops to go there.
Ard got you out of bed, amd ycu tcok ycur zrip, thinking
ycu were coming to Fast St. Louis. Wnat the Committe
. would like to krow I ami sure, is %t.is =

Col. Tripk: (Interpcdng) I =culd be glad to
enlighten the Comrittee on any roint and go over it as

carefully as I can and tell you.

Xr., Cocger: Well, that being true I hcpe ycu
%#ill explain if you can to the Committee, why you, a 2

military cfficer, coming under those circumstinces to a

[ UURN N

city whsre they aprrchended the imme.izte cutbrezk of a riot
of such#roporticns that it would recessitate the presence
of military to suppress it, why you coming nere in that

hiurried way, re.ching the caty at eight o'cleock in the

1}’ ] ) o
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1 7 mornirg, went to the City Hzll and stoyed four hours
ﬁi in the City hall, snd vaile yzu were in the City Hull heard
A 4 shots and got the irnformaticn thzt a man had teen shot,
. ard never emarged from that City E:d1 at all?
Col. Tripp: Because - are ycu tnrcugh, sir?
4 Xr. Cooper: Yes, sir.

Col. Tripp: Because in my belief I @s doing my
very test duty for the Stote of Illinois and *he citizens

. by remaining teack at tre City Hzll and carryirg out

i detail work wrich I was engaged in, and le.ve the inves-
leave
: 1 - tiguting,/the policing, the patrclirg tc those &ho are

ordered here for thut specific purpose. Toat answers

you, sir, exactly.

dr., Cccper:

] syeificl ypurpose.

Zr. Ccorex:
themselves, Taey

Ccl. Tripp:

Mr. Coorer:

—- Col. Tripp:
office.

¥r. Cooper:

Col. Tripp:

Hall bvecause 1 was

or detaclment of men that wasn't properly ccmmarded by

gere officer or arother.

went out to lock at the scene of battle? £

doing the duty and thing I was ent

here tc do, the d=tail rart of the arrungemenis.

Tancse who were orgdered here for that

Was that the rilitia?

Yes, sir.

Well, but they cculén't cemrerd
needég.dcamanding officer.

o organization left the City Eall

But the corrander-in-chrief never

The PreciZent never goes cut of his ; =

Tmit isn't a parallel case & all.

I suggest that I e¥Qved ut the City

et v

400 BRI Sy B A B 4 -



- i e w0 b e e ey va g o o e s e e e e e p v Sy oy & e g v —. —— o —— e g

wras

u
Ty

8 Mr. Cocper: The detuail purt was the t ycu directed

'

Col. Claytcn where to go?
S B Col. Tripp: Yes, sir; at thuat eme rgency point
I did, sir.

» . ] Xr. Cooper: Ycu told him where to go :xd what

e

to éo, didn't yocu?

’ é Col. Tripr: Wny, certuirly, I have testified to

FANEA N

=

thzt, sir. :

i

iﬂ Mr. Johnson: You were cpercting along the line % f;,

that ycu =rd the President don't go out in actual control? ‘Zé‘”

' - (Laughter). ? Z”
3 Col. Tripp: UYo,,sir; I do not. 1t is an unusual ;2
L

thing. I have participated in work that it is very un-
E usual for an officer in my department to go and do, and

I went out and surrcurded mobds and tcck part. I say it

B

is is very unusual.

Ar. Jormson: The usual procedure vwould e for
you and the President to remzin in?

Col. Tripp: Tne usw.l rrocedure would be for the
trcops that are crdered there to do tnose things; and the
troops were not adequate and it wus necessary to put
every effort in it, and whern I went ocut z=rd engaged in
tncse tig moY%s in citizens clothes I didn't act .in the :

= © best judgment fornmyself in doing it. Military officers |
will criticise me for dcing it to this day, but 1 went ;
out believing I cculd lend scre help to those in the mod ‘
ard I did my Test to treak tnings up.

Nr. Jchnson: But in tnis particular instance

cyl €z you remcired indocrs to cocoperate with tre Ifayor, wno in
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9 your opinion was laying down?
' Col. Tripp: I was working orly with his &ssistant.

’ His ossistunt and I were doing a lot of detail work there

’ ? that had to be done by thedetoil officer.

¥r. Johnson. Ang following at the sure time the
precedent thit you and the Presicent dun't go out?
Col. Tripp: I was in the tattles all the .ay

through from start to finish.

WAL

=k

Mr. Raker: Drorping back zgain now from where X

quit, there had becen tvo dictinct riots and two men

v

killed right on Collinsville Avenue here, ©ne about ten

-

’ and theother about ten fifteen on that day, but it hadn't
been r:ported to you?
Col., Tripp: As I stated tc{you about the Collins-
ville Avenue matter, at cone tuirty I wmas there.
Xr. Rak e No, I em not zssuming that you knew,
butKi&;‘/I‘ns been testified here tnut there wus at ten
ol'clock a negro kxilled «t Collinsville Avenue, and & little :

while after anothe: one wus killed. Ta..t was about ten

o'clock.
Col. Tripp: I didn't t:stify to that.

¥r. Raker: No, I am not saying that you testifisd F
to that, but it has bean tesitified by owneomtnfmbize witnesses .
- before this Committee thut these £~dts occurreds I am '
calling your attention now that those things were in exist-
errce from ten o'clock on until twelve. )
Cel. Tripp: Well, now, here, on this propositicn of
this ten ofclock case - or half past .ten, - wihen the reporxt

cames to the City Hall - I am not saying it came direct to
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10 to me or nct, because I don't know, but a report came
T in there, and officers and such men as we hzd were
: imredizeély disputched out tre:e, und an arrest was
made.
: ir. Raker: Oh :ell, then youdid receive the
’ infomation at the City Hall.
Ccl., Tripp: I said ccome to the City Hall.
j Hr. Raker: By ten olclock that the mob was then
o operating? :
i Col. Tripp: Well, I said it Just as I told You,
- there was a report came in there and there was an officer
and men sent right out with a2 detuil to the scene.
HMr. Raker: But ycu didn't answer my question.
Col. Trirp: I gstated that I didn't go out there.
r. Raker: Wow, I didn't say thut. Tne report
came in that the mob wus ore wting?
Col. Tripp: Gathering, if I renember rightly.
Mr. Raker: Gathering. ¥ell they hac gathered to
thef extent that they had alrecdy killed one negro, and ,
that was reported to Police Headquarters by ten o'clock.
Isn't that right?
Col. Tripp: " It was reported, I tnink - what- ,
2ver was reported to Police He dquarters.
- Mr. Paker: You kn.w of thut fuct? §
Col. Tripp: Tnen word came into the City Hall :
that a shot nzd been fired.
. Hr. Raker: Now, pleanse let us get on to this ond
stay there.

‘ . ea rme e TR ST YT e PRAAEY T T -
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11 Col. Tripp: I can't tell ycu anything moee
: about that than I told ytu. I didn't go out. I
E ] ’: ¥xnow we dispatchel men out there. I suw no colored
, ’ ’ men killed.
. ¥r. Raker: Ycu said you didn't go out, but
. did ycu hear of it in the layor's Office?
) Col. Tripr: I wouldn't say in the Miyor's
office,
i Mr. Raker: Well, in the ccrridor rext to tne
1 Mayor's office?
’g ! Col. Tripp: Well, I might have heurdiit in the
] coronerds office.
Y¥r, Raker: In the City Hall?
‘ ) Col. Tripr: In the City Hall. Word came in
? there that there had been a shot fired over in scomewhere
I don't r:call the plzce, and we had a very smaull detuch=
ment there ,L:f:o or three men.
14 . Mr. Baker: Just shut cut th.t for Jjust a moment.

Col, Tripp: What do ycu want me to tell ycu?
I can't find you out. Just make it plain and 1 will
tell you.

Mr. Raker: Now ycu had heurd at the City Hall

at ten o'clock, and after ycu had been in the City Hall .

for tzo hou;§, that the mob nh 4 started its worse. Is

that right? ‘
Col. Tripp: I answered thutlas I have testified. ‘
XMre Raker: Well what is your answer to that

question ncw?

Cols Tripp: I say word came in thxt a snot had
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been fired ard a gatrering mazde up in this neighborhcod

and it was imrediztely suppressed by tiose sent cut.

Mre. Raker:

I didn't askx ycu & thing on earth

about the surpression, and I didn't want to know anything

atout that now.

Ccl, Tripp:

¥r. Faker {inte rposing):

I i1l suy I got woxd for our sergcunt =

Waat I wvant to know

is that you hexd thzt rio‘s nad sturted and thut rioting.

was commencirng.

Col. Tripp:

Hoa you had heard that?

I reurd word thaet a siot had bveen fired

somehwere along that hour - at the City Hall,

M¥r, Raker:
ular on ~ords.
had begun.

Col. Triupp:

2r. Faker:
by ten ofclock?

Col. Tripr:

Ur. Raker:

Col. Tripp:
it, for plainness.
cf it.

Xr. Ruker:

Col. Trirp:

Xr. Raker:

I know, but let's not te too partic-

You kniev “nat that snot meant the riot

That is wh.t I wanttc iEpress on ycu.

Ce.tainly th2 riot ral begun.

Ther%you rad hecd the riot nad bYegun

Take it thet way, yes, sir.

Vell, isn't tnat true?

I will testify that way if ycu want

I wi11 szy thiet was probably a starterxr

Of the rioting?
Yes, sire.

And in a few moments later, TAXIEXYEXR

xExxxat the City Hall, while you sere tiere, it ws again

reported thiut the ricting had so progressed that one man

had bteen killed?

Col. Tripp:

Yo, sir; I didn't get that word.
[N
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13 That is whet I am trying to tell ycu, thst I didn't get
J ; that word, that there hal veen a man killed out there.
We got word that a shot had been fired out there, bdbut no
i ' one xilled. I didn't get that.

> lr. Raker:, Well, that a man hiad been wounded?

i Did you get word th:t a man had becnvunded?

! Col, TripF: We got word that a shot had been fired
f out there.

Mr. Raker: Well, the saot might have bewmn fired
in the air.

. Cole. Tripp: I had no eviZence that a man was

killed there. I nave nc evidence thyta man was hit £
there. I have a report from the officers that a shot
was fired, a2 pistol d:scharged and a man arrested by the
police, thit he got away and was rearrested by owr ren
and breught into the City Hall, and that is all I got
on the subject. I am glad to tell ycu all I know about
it, btut no more than I know.
%r. Cooper: Didn't you say when you first describved :
that incilent that the man didn’t die?
* ‘ Col. Tripp: No, sir; tecause I didn't know anything
about it. 7
Mr. Cooper: The report was thi.t the man didn't ;
- die? 2

Col. Tripp: I didn't get a report on that at all, :
wheth er he died or not, or anything .bout that. I know

we sent out there, broke up the mob and urrested the man

and dbrought kim in. -

¥r, Johnscon: You didn't su.y he was wounded?

v —— e Y B e ks hatts 4 -
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14 - Col. Tripp: Col. Clayton can tell you on that.
R R B ¥r. Johnson: Can Col. Clayion tell me just what
i
9
3 ‘ you szid on it? I asksad you if you didn't just testify
" ' that this man was wounded?
‘ Ccl. Tripp: I did not, bvecause I didn't knov
i . a thing about it
, f
< ] ; Mr. Jonnson: Well, the stenc..rapher's notes will
’ = show that any how.
] ' Col. Tripp: Just let him read it.
| ’ Mr. Johnson: It is not worth w..ile reading it
¢ now.
¥Mr. Raker: What I am trying to get at, and what
) : I am trying to have you tell - and I may have assumed
s 1 an awkward way in doing it - what I want you to tell the
R | Committee is had ycu teen apprised of the fact that rioting

had commenced as early ac ten o'clock on that day?

Col. Tripp: Well, sir, I will answer thut just

PR

excctly as I have testified in the beginring ami trat is

a report came into the City Hall from some scurce, I don't

know wnere. It did not, however, if I remember, come .
direct to me, but & report came in there and Col. Clayton

went immediztely - or fajur Klauser to the scene and I

xnow wh:t harpened there. The mob was dispersed. Whether
the mcn was killed there or not I don't kxnow. VWhether
he got a flesh wound or not I don't xnow, dbut the modb was
dispersed and the prisoner wus boought to the City Hall
or Jail,

ir. Raker: Then you did know about it?

e n e e = - S e e T T LN CRCTITE I E e
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! 16 Col. Tripk: VWhy, positively, I knew there was
: # a gathering up there and a shot fired. I will ait
) that, if that will help you any. )
: UAr. FRaker: Nothing will help me except the
_ truth.
’ 1 Col. Tripr: Well, I can give you all the facts.
‘ Mr, Raker: Wh&t I want is the feets, but what
3 I have bteen trying to get for half an hcur, and it seemed
very tedious, is tc have you say whether;\ryou knew by ten
o'clock th.t day that the mob was cctually in cpe:ation

E - in the City of East St. Louis,
“ Col., Trirp: Well, I will answer that Just as I
did veforeo I got this word and I knew that trcuble
was on, and I knew we had our troops out there,
lr. Raker: Aml you knew the rioting had started?
Col. Tripp: Ther e was trouble there. I didn't
know whether it was a riot or what the real cause of it
was. -
] ¥Mr., FRaker: Xo one came to you during that day,
none of the civilians, to offer aid or assiatance? '
Col. Tripp: No, sir; nor the next day.
Mr. Raker: Novody told ycu thaet day, until yocu

got cut there, that there wus a riot on, or a riot likely

to narpen, did they? ;
Col. Tripr: The Mayor told me about it, abcut the

¥xilling of the rolicemen when I got there. The Chief of

Police told me that.
Xr. Raker: Well, that seems to be the main dis-

' cussion, as to thne xilling “4he two poliemen, didn't it,
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17 about the rioting?

Col. Tripp: Y-s, sir.
4 Mr. Raker: Thwt 728 & very sore gpot in everyone's T
mind?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir.

M¥r. Raker: And ore that hal! impressed them very

s

strongly and they were afreid of the negroes coming up

and getting more of the policemen. Did that seem to

s

be a feeling that wes prevailing that day?
; . 3 Cols Tripp: How tnere was a feeling all through

Lo

the time I ~as there during the daytime, from the reports

-

Y

coming into the City Hzll by telephone from diff-rent

,; plcces, that the negroes were forming. That continued

cyl 65 on that day and tmt night, way long into the next morning
- they are guthering out ‘there in large numbers nd they

b

ere gathering out in that dircction in large numbers and
for e.cn one we had to get a truck and some men amd run
them dovin to see, The woxd came tnzt they wee forming
and coming up and even the next night , Itould testify
everytody was out of their homes for rany blocks, men,
women and children, with the information thut the colored
pecple were foming w.y cut cf town and marching on to

them. There w 8 a terrible feeling all the wuy through.

Ur. Ruker: There vas a very strong feeling and

\

it wrs quite fully appreci.ted by thelpeople here in Eust
St. Louis, that the negross were forming in various};arte
of the city?

Cols TripP: Yes, sir.
Mr. Ruaker: And getting re.dy to maxch right on
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i ) 18 into the city of East St. Louis, amd might cause a great
deal of damzge to property and the loss of many lives?

Ly

: Col. TripE: I recull my teostimony where 1 went
way out into the black belt, where we got inform.ticn

> ‘ thnat they{\vere forming cut there in large numbers in the
» ‘ afternoon, late in the afterncon.

Mr. Raker: And whenyou got out there you foumt
the inform.tion was absclutely unfounded, and there
zan't a vord of truth in it, didn't you?

Col. Tripp: I did, yes, sir.

- Mr., Raker: And whenbrou run dovn the rest of the
inforration furnished the Polim Headquarters, it all

> p turned out to be absolutely false?

e tl{“SQ

fortunate enough to strike a plazce where thcre wes ntLu-T

Col, Tripp: That all came from Police Headquarters

Mr. Johnson: And every time youwnknt out you were

trcuble, and ycu nevex struck a pleace where there w.s
any trouble?

Col. Tripp: Yes, I did. You recall my going
anead of the trcops in this big mob of 250 or500, sir,
in citizens clothes, tuking part in it. Whatdo you
call that?

- Mr. Johnson: Tt was after all the negroes hal

veen killed, wasn't it?
Col, Tri-p: VNo, sir.
Yr, Jchnson: Were there an{killed f ter that?
Col. Tripr: Yes, sir.
Mre Jchnson: Where abowt 8?

H
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’ ? L 19 Cel, Tripp: Well, there wzre negroesAthe next
1 day, negroes killel later on after tvelve o'clock that
’ L night, a number of them I am told, but I have no evi-

dence of that. You can protably get tiut from Generzl

Dickson.

Mr. Faker: Now your inforzaution - corthe infor-

matl on presented at Police Headquaurters about the negrces
forming, gathering, tumed out to be :rrorecus?

Col. Tripp: Yes, we heard thzt they were foming ;
at the Bla-k Bridge! tht they were fomming in acthe :
) e directicn, forming in ancther plzce, and in ecch inst=nce

when we gathered together such as we could pcssibly spare

v
PPN

of trese patrcl men =

Mr, Riuker (Inte rposing): Ard went to these places?

Col, Tripp: Yes, sir.

lIrs Raker: And the police, you don't know where
they were?

Col. Tripyt I don't knwv, sir.

drs Rzker: Now could it have been possidle that
th® policemen tlircugh their henchmen, were out at these
varicus points sending this word into have you send ycur

men zway S0 that the rest here in town could complete tle

mob?

-y
- Col., Tripp: DNow I couldn't answer that, sir. I

Just know these reports came in and we resronded to them;

but I couldn't answer yocur auestion on that.

Mr. Raker: Well, did you understard that part of
eyl 66 thepolicemen were in bed that day and didn't show up at

alle?
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, ‘ 20 Cols Tripp: Why, no, sir.
: Mr. Raker: Tidyou uncderst.nd tht tncre were
? h saven negro detectives, and that they had beer informed
’ not to report for duty on the 2nd of July?
J Col. Tripy: No, sir: I didn't know they had a
> ’ ; negro detective in the city. No one told me that.
K Mr., Raker: None of them showed up?
1 Col. Tripp: I never saw one, representing nim- :
self tc be a negro d:tective or cofficrer of any kind. :
] Mr. Ruker: I would imagine that in a cuse of ' - "E*
3 - this xind, with men bveing sent down to the city he.dquar-

ters, the police department would be sin.xply swa::ming with
T police officers. Instead of tmt,ﬁ:/}txﬁ? were ccnspicu-
cus by their absence.

Ccl, Tripp: I didn't see many.

Mr. Raker¥ About rhat time wus it when you
~ppeaped up before this committee of fifty,or more in
the Chm:ha; of Comwerce? ’

Ccl. Tripr: Well, I siould judge three thirty -
samewhere a«long there, § can't remember exactlY.

Mr. Raker: That was after your first experience
in the riots?

Coles Tripp: Yes, sir,

— Mr. Raker: At which time you din't get but one . )
or two men? '

Col. Tripp: No, sir.

Mr. Raker: low did these men at this meeting

convey toycu the idea tanat they were re.dy = that there

were meane, physical - with amwunition and with guns,
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and with tuneir zid, to que2l this riot, and maintain
order?

Ccl, Triypp: Yo, sirj they pcsitively did not.

Mr. Raker: low, just a moment. Don'tycu remem=
ber that it woes sugsested Hyslpsbbmwee=musceetad - I fciget
the man's name - the mzn timt wos acting as chaimran or
agsistant chairman - said, "MNow, 1€you wunt it, we will :
offer ourselves, with cur guns an. w:th ammunitiong"

Col, Tripr: Mo, sir.

Mr. Raker: "Ey which we cun go out here and in
fifteen minutes shoo‘;’doan encugh of these ricters thaut
the rest will go?home,"' - oxr words to that effect?

. Col, Tripp: Nos, sir: I don't r call that.

Mr. Raker: ¥nat xas the conveygation?
Col. Tricp: I didn't nezr such a convers.ticn.
Ur+ Raker: Ycu #we2re right in the midst of a riot
nere thatnobody w.s able to guell. Fifty men had veen
called ow;er there in a building to confer with the cofficex
incommand for the purpcse of quelling his riot. What did ‘
you do?

Col, Tricy: We2ll, my stay there wos a ver.y snort
one. I told ycu wnat I did, my convers.ticn with the

gentlemen, and I got rignt cut and went out tothis bl«ck
i

belt where these colored men -
Mr., Roker {interposing): Where you hal got infor-

raticn that the black men were rising?

B e SN

Col. Tripp: That is where I left andgot ocut o8 !

ossibly
quick as Izcould after teiling them my version of the
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2 m rtial law propositicn. I came risnhnt back to the City
' Hall, wasting no time, and vent ocut into the district
nere I ms rejuestedtoégo oy ths Uayor, whare they vere
cyl 67 reporting tnis mod coming on to th2 city witn arms.
¥r. Raker: Wes this ore of the Mahor's sugges-
tions %o you again, *hat the mod was {oming and that
vou hai bettas zet cut there?
Ccie Tripp: The llayor told me personally before
’ I stzrtel sut, th.t this hald besiter be investigated

and run right dosn; that he believed they ware forming
. and that arms were being stored in the building that I
told you adout znl I want tight cut there just as quick

as I could get there on thes trucks ani toox{he Chief

of Police with me.

Xr. Raker: The Caief of Police left th2 mobd

—bfoouz‘
th2 3urginz, murlersn$ crowds nere on the streetsAhere

to hunt a supposed bla:k crexd coming in to take the

rest of th2 town? That is thz rzzl truth of the matter.

Tnat is hard langu=zge, b:tth-ot is the truth of the mitter. -
Col. Tripp: Well, he went with me.

K Mr. Raker: Isn't it true th«t tne Cni e of Polics

left a surging mod that were killinz pzople on the streets
3 and want off in ancther dirszction nunting a rumour th«

gom2one said th-t the negross wsers gathsring to come to 1
take th2 town? Isn't that true?

Col., Tripp: Oh, %nere sas an immense number,
thous..nds of peopl e down here.

Mre. Reker: W211, the Police Cnief left the tom

didn't he?
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23 Col. Tripp: He went with me.
r. Raker: He left tne towsn anil the main streets

right he re where the riot wus going on?

Cole. Tripp: Yes, sir.

¥r. Raker: After it nad becn reported that men

nad vecn killed right here on your main streets, right

under thz snadow of ths bank and the hotel, tne Illinois
Bank and the other banks doyn here, rizgnt whe re businass
people are doing business all day = he left them and went
% : cff in another direction. Isn't that right?

Col. Tripp: He w nt with me, sir, out in tinis
territory I am telling you about.

¥r. Raker: You wre awfully afraid to s.y he
’ : left.
i Col. Tripp: He did leuve with me positively,
and want rigat vith me, as I m.ve}testified.

Xr. Raker: And ne left marauders to tuke charge
of the t<wn and kill and burn if taey w.nted to, didn't

he? That is the effect of it, isn't it?

Col. Tripp: Now the effect is just simply this:

I don't know whether the Caiel w.s acting in good faith

g in going out there or not.
Mr. Rakec: I didn't say anything abcut his good

b faita. Let his acts determine about his faith.

Col. Tripp: I cun testify to you he accompanied
our party out thsre on an urgent czall, and th2 Uayor in-
sisted tiaat this be attended to at once; taat it was a
dangerous propositivn out there, and dr. Fexete rzquested

the Chief of Police und I to take wvnzt number ws could get
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ani get right there immeliately.

¥r. Reker: Tell, that is getting monm= compli-
cutel yete Here is the uycr, nere is the acting mayor,
Fexete, here is *hz Chiel of Police, urging you as the
officer here in cihi=vze of the day, to muintazin order and
sqve the lives of :=xz=se people, to go of € to some other
place where it wsas Zzazrned that people were gathering -

Col. Trizgp {Interposing): Hundreds of them.

Mr. Cooper:  Anl nothing was done.

Mr. Raker: Isn't th:t right?

Col. Tripp: Yas, sir.

#r. Raker: And the very same time, and doing the
same time that you 223 to pass right through the streets,
shere thz mobs wer= gathering and at work, didn't you?

Col. Tripgp: Ve didn't pass through any mobs going
cut there at all.

Xr. Raker: Y_u passed over ani on the various
streets?

Col. Tripp: I passed over where tnsre had been
disorder, but there m s no disorder over the streets waere
we traveled going cut there.

Mr. Raker: You crossed Ccllinsville Avenue, 4idn't
you?

Col. Trivg:s Yes, sir.

Mr. Roker: Yiu came up Broadway part of the way?

Col, Tripp: The mob had been enticely dispecsed xefRm

before we started <t there,
Mr. Raker: You came up Broadway, didn't you?

Col. Tripp: Going out there?
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Mr. Reker: After ycu left the City Hall?

Col. Trippgp: I wsculdn't attenpt to tell you.

dr. Raker: You eme up Collinsville Avenue, past
Misgsouri Avenue, past the corner at Collinsville Avenue
and Yiesouri, and on out St. Louis Avenue, whers these
marauding bands had been working during that day and bve-
fore you left, drdntt you? ‘

Col. Tripp: After the streets I traveled over,

I wouldn't attempt to testify, btecause I don't Xnow*

HMr. Raker: But you left the main business part
of town?

Col. Tripp: I left the City Hzll with the Chief
of Police, under the dirzcticn odthe Huyor anl iMr. Fexite,
and two or three enlisted men on trucks in an automodbile
to the scene.

Hr. Ruker: Avout what time of day was that?

Col, Tripp: Tarse thirty.

¥r. Raker: Anl th:t is #nen the mob was
Just seething, before the big fires commenced later in
the evening.

Col. Tripp: Wo, the big mob had been broken
ur on Csllinsville Avenue, prior to my departure. We
Just got back from that with a wugonload - I got buck
from Caéllinsville Avenue before I went out there in thae
aftecnoony and brought dowm those colored men, if you
recall, fran the building. Then I came here and im-
mediat2ly went over to this meetingz at thzir request and
wnen I started to this meeting they told me of this

trouble cut therz, where they were forming in hundreds,

o A
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gatanering as an organizztion, coming on to *he city and
to get right to i4 «t once; anl as soon zs I ould get
out of th.t meeting to come on back to the City Hall and
I gat:aed up the Torces, tne Maycr, Ire. Fexete, the Chief
of Policz2 = as h= came with me voluntarily 1 believe, as
I recall it - I don't know whether yp re=quested aim or not.
I couldn't say.

#r. Raker: Tid you folks try to fini out the mun
who sent in this word?

Col. Tripp:s We made inguiry.

¥r. Raker: But you couldn't fird 1im?

Col. Tripp: No. That came to the Police Dept.
I rzthar think, originzlly. I didn't attempt to run
down who mude it. I d1dn'*t waste time doing these thnings.

¥re. Roker: Fow, not accusing anybody of anytaing,
but it had the effect of tuking away the::hief cfficer
of tue city, the chief protection of tha2 city in the way
of thelChief of Pplice, the City Attorney, who was then
acting dayor, and the legal advisar of the mayor, and the
ran so nad been sent in here to represent the Governor.

Ccl. Tripp: It took us all awaye.

HMr. Raker: It tookx ycu men away from the populous
part of tae city.

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir; it was a waste of time out
there.

HMr. Raker: Where modbbing had oeesn going on and
people hal been killed wit.in two blocks of tae City Hull,
and it left the city pr:ctically unprotected, while mod

violence might proceed, didn't it?
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Except your boys running around. Isn't that right?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir.

¥r. Ruzkxer: Well, don't it occur %o ycu now
tnat the man that the man that stzrted that call sort
of must nzve done it for the rurpose of aiding the
moo spir}t th-t w.s then prevalent that day?

Col. Tripp: Now I :m not acquainted enough with
tae situzti-n, to give you my opinion because I don't
know.

Xr, Raker: Well, he eitrer did that or ne was a
¥i1full deceivar ani liar, wasn't he?

Col. Tripp: I+t might have been a sincere report,
ard it might note.

Ur. Ezker: Well, you w=nt out thnere =ni didn't
find anything. The fact that you found a Henry rifle
in a man's chest, =znd a revolver - i¢ is natural for
people to n=ve it in their homes.

C1l. Tripp: The rifle and the pistol I found in
the =aloon. There w.8 nothing unusual about that.

Mr. Raker: Well, one of the two taings were true,
tnat the man thkat sent in this information was =ither in
with the rioters to get you people away so that tihey could
proceed more easily, or he was a wilfull, malicious falsi-
fier,

Col. Tripp: I agree with you. That is very true.
Tazt is the way I lock at ity cert_inly. It was an
erron2ous rzport, I suad t.me couldldn't be any founzution
from vhat we found trere, becausg I guesticned every man

and ques4ioned different ones on the streets, "have you
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28 seen any moo?"
Yr. Raker: Well now. let me ask you tnis, why

- didn't you say to the Cnief of Polics when you ware
3 coming bzck, "shy don't you dbringz in your men and let's
stop this businesa?®

Col. Tripp: W11, I tcld tne Caief of Police
] "It is a hell of a note to senl men way out here on a
chase of this sort."

ifre Raker: Now that begins to sound 1like bus-
1 iness to me. It n:s Yeen all of tals ladylike stuff
E vefors, and now it seems thzt there wis something doinge.

Col. Tripp: I am testifying vefore a very
honorable voard in a very courteous way, but there w.s
gome plain telk on %his groposition during the day, and
I d4id say, "it is a a2ll of a note to send us way cut
on tais sort of a mission, when therz is notaing Jdoing."™

Yr. Reker: Wanat 1id ne say?

Col. Tri p: I don't velieve ne mude any remark, =
that these reports come in, or something of taat sort.

¥r. Rzker: Dicén't you taink it was an unusual .
attitude for the Chief cf Police to take, wnen you had .
said tit to him, tnat he didn't tuke any steps to find

out here the report came fran?

Col., Tripp: I thought it was zn unusual atti.- -
cyl 70 tude toFend us out thore unlesstney knew whsre the in-.
formaticn cnme from in the first place, bythe men who 1
wers acquainted s¥ith thasituation.

Hr. Raker: And yuu weren't afraid to tell him

that eihier?
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) 29 Col. Tripp: I .am 't afraid to t=11 anybody -~
’t anything.
Yr. Ruker: Did he resent it? .

Col. Tripp: No.
M». Raker: Did the mayor resent it?

3 3 , Col. Tripp: I diin't tell the Mayor. 1 told the
3 F Chief of Police out tasre th.t it was a hell of a note
N ’ 1 ' to send us out th2re on such a wild goose chase at this
time. )
T ¥r. Cooper: Coleonel, I wunt to ask you one gues=

tion. You s .id a waile 2g0 that you went to luncheon
shortly after twelve.

Col. Tripp: That is my racollection.

Mr. Cooper: Ani you finishsd the luncheon shortly
after one?

Col. Tripp: I would suy so, yea, sir.

Mr. Cooper: Thzt is one hour at luncheon. Wno
went with ycu?
; Col. Tripp: At the luncheon?

3 Mr., Cooper: Yes.

Cols Tri:p: iir. Fexete, ani pcssihly Capt. Ault,
but I wouldn't say certainly. But anyhow Mr. Fekete,
the City Attorney. E .

Mr. Cooper: You anl ¥r. Fekete. You don't re-
member anybody else?

Col. Tripp: I don't recall right nos whether
there was anybody else with me or not.

Mr., Cooper: Dod you rzmember tne restaurant,

on what street it vas?

H & o - — ——— —
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3 30 Col. Tripp: No, I don't remember the street,
; ) 5 . but fr. Fekete suid, "well, come with me for lunch,
. ) . 3 andi we will get a quick bite." And w»e went in thare.
'j‘ | ¥r. Cooper: Wnen you take a long bite, how
> , ] much longer thzn an hour is 1t?
J ' ﬂ : Col. Tripp: It depends cn the service you get,
. ; whether you are able to get a bite quiekly.
’ ! Mr. Cooper: Wizt did you and ¥r. Fekete do in
v : I thera? '
’ 3 ;’ Col. Tripp: VWhy, we ate cur lunch and got cut
, ] [ - of taere as gquick as we could. I might say for your

information tanere w.s no drinking by anybody - to suve
you, thz embarasament ol asking it.

- Mr. Cooper: That hadn't entered my mind at all.
Tid you do anything besides eat?

Col. Tripp: I rossibly went to the toilet.

1 souldn't be a bit surprised if I did. I think I
did,

Yr. Cooper; Vmat wzs I w.s getting .t is, how
ycu accounted for tne haste with winch you got through )
with tazt, so you cculd continue a plan of campaign.
You were one hour at luncheon, and that was two hours
after these murlers had becon committed witnin a block

= and a half or two blocks of where yocu were and y:u stayed t

an hour =t luncheon with one man, teking a bite. What
wera you doing in there, laying out a plan of campaign?

Col, Tripp: Now, Mr. Cooper, I want to answer
tnat - I was trying to suggest that I am not positive

as to the time we wnt in the re. I am telling you the
vest I cans I was trying to make every minute go as fa/r/
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31 as I could wnile here, to accomplish the most.

Mr. Coopar: But you never douabted the time

that yu w=nt in for?
Col. Trixvp: I said aftzr tyelve ofclock amd
gomz time probably after one o'clock. Now I don't
know how riuch; it might have been half pust. -

Zr. Cooper: Half past what?

S

; Col. Tripp: It might hauve beem as late as hzlf

v
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cyl 71 pas* twelve before we finally got cur or.er in tasre. i

I don't recall th-.t. I hai a great muny things that I

ki

was dcing, =zni I didn't consult the time very closely.

L
o

I am egiving you the best of my recollection.

s .

¥r. Cooper: " Did you put down in your notes the
4 time ycu went to luncheon or now long you were there?
Col. Tripp: o, sir; I know I didn't consume any
more time than I had to consume.
Nr., Cooper: 1 am not asking how much ycu con=-
: . E sumed, I am asking what ycu did while y-u were in that
placz taking lunch?
. Col. Tripp: I tell you I am quit2 sure I went
to the toilet, and I ate my lunch just as quick as it
could be served o me, and we hurried right out of the
plee anl got into an automobile uni started rignt over

the straets,

Mr. Cooper: Well, this is the first time ycu
said you hurried at lunch. You didn't do it at all until .
it was brought to ycur attention what an extraordinary thaing
it ~as that tso men go ain there and stay an hour on that
avful day. How yocu got it in a hurry. Now you said

s
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repeatedly -

Col., Tripp: (Inte:zposing) I suid I didn't con-
sume any unnecessary time in eating my lunch which is
true - non2 at all. I nurrisd tarough us quick as I could,
We both did, and to get out. I hated to go to llnch,
but & man can't work unless he euts somthing.  He has
got to have a bite of scmething to eat in that sort of
work. I was tired atthe time I went in there, and some-
wh.t hungry.

UIr. Cooper: So,you arrived at eight o'clock, ard -
you didn't arrive cn tne scene until helf past one -
out of doors?

Col. Tripps That is true.

¥r. Cooper: That is all,

Mr. Fcster: Colonel, yocu nuve been how long in
the Adjutant Cene-sl's Office?

Col. Tripp: I was appointed January 1lst, 1910,
but I didn't assume my duties until Moy @ th of this year.

Ur. Fcsters: Ycu nave been all that time actix
in the Quartermaster's Ofrice?

Col. Tripp: Y=s8, sir.

Mr. Foster: Had you ever been to uny riofs before
tnis one?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir,

lr. Fostar: Whare abouts?

Col. Tripp: Well, the most recent one I wus to -
Wwes the hallsborw riot in Februury, the :atter part of
February, A

s Foster: Wnen before that?

—anmmm— e
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33 Col. TrippP: Hillsboro was a coal strike where

s ]
5 h there were 1600 or 1800 miners out cn strike. The glass
' workers were owt, and it was a bad stute of affairs. i

The president of tne minar's assccizaticn had been

st

’ ; driven out of town, amd I s sert down there just like

this on a moment's notice, to go do™m there.

#r. Foster: Well, rnow thzt is encugh of thot,.

u.«‘“,«“

* Col. Tripp: I went in citizen's clothes at that .
L

v
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5
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time.
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Mr. Foster: Colonel, were you in comrand thnere? ’
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T Col. Tripp: Tnere were nc troops ther: ¢ all.

2%
v

I &s sent dovn there, and finally with my work effected

P "

a settlement.
L Ur., Foster: What other riots wer you in?
4 Col. Tripp: The next on: this year was down
at Birden. Tn.t was the latter r.rt of May. That Wus
a coul strike. I went witacut trcops @nd withcut uni-
form. It was a bud si1'uution, all clusses of people

cyl 72 out. The min’?"president h.d oveen driven out. I effected

: a settleme thzre.

e

JIr. Foster: Wne.t other riocts were ycu ever in?
Col. Tripp: I ®wnt bvack dovn to Hillsboro. The
glass workers got dissatisfied.
- dr. Foster: Were ycu there with trcops?
Col. Tripp: No, tnere wer: no tcops there, sir.
¥r. Foster:t Now, whuat cther riots were ycu 1h?
Ccl. Tripp: I w.s at the riot over at Ottawa, ‘ ;

La Salle, Illinois, last Fall, for two weeks. There were ~

no troops therz at that time.
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Mr. Foster: Were you ever in any riots bafore
this one, tae one «t East St. Louis on the 2nd day of
July whare ycu had any ccmmand of trcops?

Col. Tripp: No dir et cormzani, no, sir, nut of
troops, no, sir. I hueve be:xn in riots, many of them.

Mr. Foster: Tazt is all I w.nted to know, whetner
ycu ever were in command of troops. How, after acting we
the Adjutant Genz2ral's Office, being somewh.t acquainted
with riots, after you had been serving -ni acting in that
capacity as a peace officer, wasn't it ycur opinion when
you were cilled to go to EustSt. Louis that trere were
ch'nces that th:re would be trouble azre?

Col. Trirp: Wnen I first laft tae Adjutant Gen-
eral's Office?

Mr. Fostoer: Y s, sir, You coen answer ta.t yes
or no.

Col. Tripp: WVay, Doctor,-I n tur.lly thciyght there
was trouble down there, znd 1t moy te adjusted without
mucin trouble and it ..y not.

~rr, Fustar: But you always, don't you -

a mzn who goes cut whore there has teen a riot feels that
thee is likely - that he is licely to encounter some
gerious trouble.?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir.

Mr. Foster: Now coming down here and having Xknowe
ledge, 28 I think that you did, of the riot of May &F,
that 1slof the trouble -

Cil, Tripp {Interposing): I had a slight know-

ledge, not very much.

R
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35 ¥r. Fe=ter: Vell, yocu new there had beur ticuhle?
. Cele Tripp: Yes, sir.
re. Fcster: And xnowing «s ycu did, the situation,
ir. Fust St. Lecuis, I take it, wouldn't it give you the
; idea in ccring here that you were liable to iwzve a tiot?
x Cpl., Triunp: Well you might think any place you go
: you would have troudble.
i Mr, Fester: I am not talling saboutany pla.ce"._
f Tre question is wlether you would expect that in East
1 St. Leuis urder those caircumstunces.
f r Col. Tripp: Yes, sir.
Hr. Fester! It was not impro‘cable?
‘ Col. 'Irix;p:. Wo§ sir.
‘ ire Fester: So that you h+d come he e with that
f idea?
Col. Tripp: Yes, siry; I ¢ re here with that
. idea, knowing there was trouble ca and I arected to
‘ nelp tn2 autrorities. €
yr. Foster:  You knew scumething of the situction
in Fast St. Lcvis, after gcing over it for a little while
with the Mayor, Mr. Fekete, and otners who were there,
thut you knew - it didn't take you long to get the lay
of the town, did it? For instonce, where regroecs were
T likely to be, where they would live?
Cols Tripp: That is an inquiry that I magped
cut, where thiey would be most likely to be.
Mr. Foster: New, just a minute. As a military
cyl 93 man I take it that you would make up your mind w~here

trouble would in all probability, mor thun likely, ovccur,
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wouldn't you?

Col. Tripp. Viell, in & city of rioting it woula

be different.

Mr. Foster: I krow,  but ycu cculd most likely -

think where the troutle would most likely come.

Col. Tripp: After talkirg with the of ficials
you ould.

Ur, Fcste: It wouldn't take long to do thate

Col., Tripp: It would not take long to figure
cut thut the.e is an importunt point, and there is an
importunt point, and so on.

Yr. Feste:: Tnat wouvldn't take very lcng, would
it?

Col. Tripp: Es’oﬁ, sir; not a great lengith of time.

Mr. Feozte~: Yet it tcok ycu half a dzy to do that.

Col. Tripp: llot zltocgether on thut. I krow
ycur point is that I did a grect many little things. I
corruricoted with the Adjutant Cenwral's Offlice probably
twice, may te moere. I know I called up scme of the or-
ganizations about when they would get cut of their homes;
how many we euld exrect’ when they would get here. I
kept getting in tcuch with the r~ilroud comjunies as to
their trainsland dcing thuse thingse.

Ur, Foster: Still, would thot tuke ycu a éood

while?

Col. Tripp: I ws in the lluyor's Office all that

time until af‘er twelve,

J{r. Fester: You didd't gc out to look over the
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:Zx Col. Tripp: I did rot, sir. 1 velieve 1 did go
‘ 'over to the Police Department oncee.
, Ur. Fester: Nov‘you want tc this meeting in the
' af terncon at the Chamber of Commerce?
) | ’ ; ;' Col. Tripp: Yes, 8ir.
1 % r. Foster: Was the layor there? . ‘
4 { Col. Tripp: Yes, sir. ‘
3 ; ¥r. Foster: You tolked to the Governor during that y
5 j meetirg? ?‘;’
- 1 Col. Tripp: o , sir. ?
j . Mr. Foster: You didn't talk to him at all? :%g
f I Col. Tripp: Yo, sir.
’{ Mr. Foster: Did anyone come tc{ycu during that
day of the 2nd of Juiy and ask vou for protecticn of his &
property, that it was liable to be burned down, or that ’M
) ne needed protection of that kind? ‘
) , Col. Trippt Th ere were scme arreals nmade to the
:f City Hall, quite a good muny, that they wanted troops
here anml thece; but any spsicific inéident I don't recall.
; : ¥r. Foster: Did any wan come to}you that day and ’
: ask ycu - that is to insist uron yu giving protection to ,
. ",_ nis property, because the mob was liable to burn it? ,
: Cole Tripp: Tnere was a cdoctor or somaone came
: aft er the rrisoners kad been confined, about o fire which f
' wos liable to start cutside, a distance cut.” Ny prisoners
weren't in, and I acsked - consulted lir. Fekete right away.
Yew I don't know who spoke to me but I know it was someone,
" e e e e e e e+ e eerme o s et
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‘ 38 and I asked Xr. Fekete and ke -aid yes, and I suid,"will
> ’ K‘ ycu take eome troops and go rizht cut?® And he did,and )
lef+ in a cshort time and di¢ tit. :
Mr. Fester: Now, let refresh ycur memory. Was
I there a man by the rame of Ir. Eebert R. Tremas, in the
B ’ ] ; 1imé and cement businecs, wzo n.d a building down here
’ . Yl 74 neor where these negro quarters were that were burned, ,

who pleaded with ycu that day tu end scre protecticn to

[T

F—

his property?
Ccl. Tripp:
if he did.
Yr. Foster:

Col., Trijp:

’
an appeal made from him.
possibly or not, but the re w2re a number of requests for

a detail cf men - a number cf nen.

other cnes, and we
could get .them.
i{r. Foster,
Wes burned, thouvgh,
Col. Tri:p:
any rroyerty burned.

r. Foster:

ed along the streets?

Col., Tripp:

Mr. Fcster:

Col. Triypp:

Vo

» Foster:

or fifty thd day in one place?

R e T T T . . e

kert sending them out as fast as we

Well, X moulén't be a2 bit surprised

And thz=% his yroperty was burned?
I weuldn't be surprised if there was

I dcn't know whether there w.s

et conly tmt, out

e

You don't remember that his proyerty

that he asxed for this protect ion?

No, and I don't remember the name o

But trkese men, these troops were scatter-

Yes, sir.

Every so mcny feet?

Yes, sir.

You dién't nave any comwand of forty

« et Ao v g e e T T,
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Col. Tripp:

Mr. Foster:
- mobs ?

Col. Trigp:

£71

Not acting as a unit.

Trat cculd act as a unit andi dispeuce

Nocg, siry four men was the highest we had

kept back for a unit &attack,

Mr. Fester:

you?
Col. Trirp:

Mr. Foster:

You could attuck therfjthat way, couldn't

ilot znd keep them on the strecets.

I me.n where theae mobs were gathering,

a large number of men where there was liuble to te an cut-

break or violence, you culd have had forty cr fifty men,

couldn't you, that
Col. Tricp:

Mr, Fost.r:

cculd hive gone there?
By tguing them off  the streets.

With fixed bayonets?

col. Trirm: By tiking them off of these diffezrent
streets, yes, sir.

Nr. Foster: I xnow, but I am asking ycu if yoi
cculdn't iave tcken them?

Col. Tripp: ilot under the arrangemen® that was
mide by thelfayor usfo the territcry he wunted %o cover.
Tnet didn't le.ve any nlmber back to operate tiit waye.

Mr. Foster: Tne licyor is not a military man, is
he?

Col. Tripp: No, sir.
Mr. Foster: Didn't ycu suy, Cclonel, tmat ycur
opinion of how to manage the riots, having visited a nma'be:
of towns where *rouble had cccurred before - thaut you
wers a better judge of military strutegcy on that memorable

day than the llavor wculd bve?
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Col. Tripp: Right on that point, Doctor, Col.
Clayton wus dosn here cn z previous strike, a pr:viocus
riot in May and his opinior with the llaycr was tc the
effect thut they siculd repeat whut they did i- May;
to scatter the troops cut &1l cver the strect; let the
riotexrs know the troops are here and try to ke- them
moving, and that that wovld hove a vetter effect than
it would to zuct as a unit.

HMr. Foster:, So that wus nét ycur plan of cimyaign?

Col. Tripp: Nog, sir; they incisted thaut thut way
was the proper plan of campaign.

¥r. Foster: Tna was not ycurs?

Col. Tripp: o, sir; and I didn't breuzk tihe Mayor's
propcsition on it. He anted it.

#r. Foster: Ycu were in cumeand of the troors,
though?

Col. Tripp: Well, I vus, answsring tnat same ques=
tion «gain, I +a the representative of the Aajutant Generzl's
Office and 1f I r.ad laid ri;:ht down and said "here that
won't do; we must orerute by troops,® the chunces are
that the officers would nave ucquiesced in that statement.

Ur. Foster: Tney would have?

Col., Tripp: Tney vould have agreed that that
might be the better plar. It wws one hard to figure out.

Mr. Fcster: Well now, your own experience in dis-
persing mobhs that day, in which ycwtook the gun of the pri-
vate and ‘vent into the mcb of 1500 wund dispersed them;
and then your surrocundinrg another mob cf scme 350 or 400 -

oA
or 500, whatever it may be - snd the way;(\did - dién't that
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give you the idea that forty o fifty men togetlier rere
ccul ¢ have stcpped that riot thzut tine?

Col. Tripp: I am cf he opinion that in all
these mobs, from studying this particular stiuction here,
that hendling webh it with units is tetter thun to scatter
them about the streets wherz you can't assemble them without
ccrsiderable loss of time.

Ur. Foster: So if you héd nsd compl ete commernd
«nd had veon acting upon your cwn initietive, ycu would
nave had thece troops in a unit of - I dcn't know arytning
sbout military matters - dbut say, 40 or 5C men in organ~

iz - tion?

Col., Tripp: Yes, sir.

Mr. Foster: Now ycu nad 5% men here. You cculd
hzve had about 30 men in a sguakd, tvc squads of less than
tority men? You cculd have hza “them all if necessary,
but ycu cculd huve had 30 ewche Is it ycuropinion that
30 men under the commund of the prop;r ofticer, who under=-
stocd his business, with hayonets fixed, with rifles loaied,
marching on to a modb, that taey cculd have been easily
stopped? -

Col. Tripp: I am of tre opinion th:t nad all the
troops re ched n@e that were oriered here =

Mr. Foster: (intepcsing) I am talking about
th=se thut were Lere now.

Col. Tripp: Yo, sir, they cculdn't hLave dealt

with that crowd with no thixrty men.

Mr. Foster: Well, ycu dealt with 1500 with one gun

JR—
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42 and a private.

Col, Tripp, Well, I went into the mob, but I wasn't
successful in getting then. wa8n't succesful in makirg
any zrrests.

Mr., Foster: Mo, but ycu did dicperse that mob.

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir,; they wre dispersed.

Mr. Foster: Well, now, you did pretty well, Colonel.

Cols Tripb: Vell, take?hut way if ycQ wish.

Yr. Foster: Yes, I think so.

Co. Tripp: I am saying, ufter this is over, study=-

— irg the situation, I um quite of the opinion and would agree
with ycu on the proposition that in handling mobs it is bette
to handle them with units thun to scatter ycur ren sidely
ocver territory, where ycu have cnly gct cne man in each pl:ice.

Ur. Fost~r: Yes, but I shculd think thut cne man,
ocne private stationed by himself, every so often, could do
much less than ycu ould have dcne that day with ¢ squad of
men, 20 or 40, whuatever you call it, anl they cculd have
storred that riot.

Col., Tripp: %211 now, here, cn that yroposition =

Mr. Foster: I am asking for ycur opinion.

cyl 76 Col. Tripp:t My opinion is jiet simply this: I

be'lieve that the test w.y to deal with a mob is to deal with

- ° them with an organizazticn, but ycu have got to huve the or-
ganizaticn to denl with them.

Mr. Foster: Well, ycu had about 60 men?
Col. rripp: But,60 men wouldn't reach on Ccllins=-
ville Avenue way oul here i_n tnis directicn and then down

here in that dir=cticnkall aver at the same time, Doctor.
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Mr. Foster: Well,if one man, cne officer, in Civiliase aleties
with a private, c:.nthsperse 15CC men, how many could 60
men disperse?
Col, Tripp: That dejends altogther on how thney
are situvzted,
Ur. Foster: VWith unifoyms und loaded guns?
I velieve ycu coculd wcrk that cut, Colonel, without rueh
troudle, Wow I am askin; these questicns bzewuse I taink
it is important to know what » s done here.
Cols Tripp: The rropositicn with troops and mobs
is quite different than it is In other lines of battle.
The formction and study is quite different.
¥r. Foster: Yes, I expcet so.
Col. Tripp: It surely is. I guess anyone thzat has
md anything to with it will 11 you so.
Mr. Foster: But it looks like this mob w s pretty
easily dispersecif‘“ﬁ{)een't it?
Col, Tricvp: No, it was a pretty bad mob. T:.is
mob was a pretty bad one.
wTe Foster: It was bad wiile it was geing on urchecked.
Col. Tripp: 1 say, with the limited number o trcops
we had, I am truly of the opiniorn that the working of the
troops with these large mobs, where ]{was perscnally out with
them, did everything they cculd. I an sutisfied that each
sentry on his beut, one or two in a block, did everything he
could to move the crowd down und get them to go.
ir. Foster: I am not srecking or criticising the

individual soldiers wno were pleced aulong every so often;

.
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ncr am I criticising anycne. I am trying to get the facts
and ycur cpinion ag a military man, and one who has had
lerge experience, wao nas veen in the Adjutant General's
Office since 1910 - thzt is yheurly eight years - and

who has been a sheriff, and acting.in the capacity of a
peace officer for a good many ye.rs, aa’ to how to control
a mob; and ycu cluim %hat ycu gave the crders and that

Col. Clayton executed them; and yovu cume here in ccmrand,
and shether or nct such a situation as that can win -.ny-
thing, I am simply trying to get your opinion.

Col, Trigy: W211 my oplinion is trat everything
was done tlmt possibly cculd be done cn the rart of the troops
here cn that day and night.

Jr., Johnson: You meun towards protecting th#negro?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir; everything that possibly cculd
be done.

r. Johnscn: If any negros from the South want to
come up here, you can assure them the sume protection in
this rorthern state of Illinos?

Col. Tripp: I rpeat, during that day, tmet with
the troops we had, everything was done thut possibly cculd
be done,

Now about assuring them protection coming up here
that is quite a different question.

Mr. Jchnson: You can give them the assurarce that
you can give them as much protection as they got Lere on
July 2rd, whedyou were 1n comnard, can ycu not?

(laughter).
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45 Nr. Foster: %a 1, if ycu nad followed y.ur own
| ideas of controlling thut mob that day, and had not
li stened to Col. €layten or to the Mayor or to anybodyelse,

would you have done sha% #.8 done?

Col. Tripp: Sesing tefore this thing fiappened

and after it nappened is two different propositions.

Mr. Foter: Well, now, that doesn't answer exactly the

. aquesticn.

Col. Tripp: I ¥know, tut frequently -

‘.
Eas

Mr. Foster: ({(In-s:pesing) You don,t want to eriti-

L

.~. cise anybudy ond I den't blame ycu for that. ’

<,

’ 3 Col. Tripp: As I have zzen the effect of formming and
circling around a larce mob, I think that is mor: effective,
as I see it. From the infoermaticr I received from the
Havor and his zssistant, osnd an af’icer that hud been nxe,
the patrol system seemeud t0 be the proper Cne.

“ Mr. Foster: Wall, if ycu nuad znother riot at E.st
St. Louils and were dosn nere with 60 men or with 100 men,

] and you were in commend of these €0 or 100 men, do you

think you would follow thg same plan?

Col. Tripp: Mo, sir; I do note My opinion-is
truthfully that I beiieve the unit proposition is the best.

—_ Mr. Foster: Don't you tunink this, Colonel, that

it is better in a military wey to have cne communder than
to nave two or three?

Col. Tripr: #ell, I can'tquite agree with you
cn a proposition of tnis kind. You have got to divide

ur yowr forces a gre-t deal.

o ——
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46 Yr. Foster: I understand that, but there must ve

one general ccmmander. You cculdn't rave two or three?

o v e

Ccl. Tripp: Yo, sir.
ur. Foster: And doin here you hud sort cf a mon-

grel ccmrand, and ycu subnitted to it, Wasthut it2 To

the advice of others?
Col. Tripp: Well, we hnad th: officer who is de-

tailed to commiznd the troops. Thney hud me down hee as

the reprasentetive of the Adjutant General's Office, ard

we nectuzzlly would work together to bring about the Very

vest results, as we ought, and I am sztisfied, amd I know i
— that the other of ficers are, that we did that very thing.

There was no friction anywhere along the line. We worked
E together; studied it out and did the things #& thought
k were the ‘oest{things to do. )
Mr. Foster: I am no% saying that you didn'é do
the test you thougnt ought to ve dcne.
Col. Tripp: Now, to ge over it again, how you
would do it, is a pretty nard matter for me to tell you.

XMr. Foster: I get your idea that because you have

been in these different riots, Hillsboro, Birden =
Col. Tri:p (inte:pcsing): The Fast St. Louis

riot axs different from any riot 1 ever saw. !

ire Foster: I thirk it was tco. I think you are
- right about that, and it looks to me like = don't ycu
think it aas dif faerently managed to any riot ycu ever saw '

vefore?

.

Col. Tripp: Well, dafferent riots have different

ways of being handled.
Mre. Foster: And don't you think it was managed

o e v mge e ey e e i min o R AT A3 -
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with less gcod results thanAyou ever saw before?

Col. Tripp: On the fat of the State Troops,

I say noe. I telieve the Stote Troops did their dutye.

X¥r. Foster: I tnought you just tcld me thuat if
you had been here and had ccmplete commund, with what you
xnow ncw, thut ycu wculdn't have done the came?

Col., Tripp: Vo, I say thaet the thing cculd be
hoendled as 2 unit in 2 mor: effective way, but th.t cc .ldn't
ve for=seen before thrz.Sriot came up in the morning.

Mr. Foster: Yo, I gufess not. The only thing
I wus getting at w.s, there has been - I hwve heard
citizeng, and I expect you have hLeard it, Colonel.

Col. Trigpp: Certainly, I have.

Mr. Foster: And you are now wi 1linggm:
was to cccur again, no‘withstunding ycur long experience,
that you wouldr't do what was done here bvefore?

Ccl. Tripp: If I had this rict to go over aguin,
and it was left entirely in my charge, just how to nandle
it, wmathout tuking the suggcstions of the cnief executive
of the city, to whom we must rzport under ocur laws = he
is thetzran that is responsible - and t.ke it all through
go.ng Over it again, knowing the things that occurred,
how they ceurred, I wiuld say the unit proposition would

ve the mos%t effective. But one unit wouldn't bve sufficient
by « lcng ays.

UXr. Foster: I understund that.
Col. Tripp: Because t0 dc that, it wuld be necessary

to have encugh organiz.tions to move out into dif jerent

rarts wher~ trese mobs are. forming.

D
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Mr. Tcsterx: Let me ask you t:is, from your own
exyerienca }11 Eust St. Leuis, if ycu sere called to ano‘*her
rict anywhe:é within the Stcte of Illinois, you would
try and man:ge. it differently to wrat you did here,
wculdn'ﬁycu?

Col. Tripp: Wz21l, the mancgement of another riot,
if I were called cn, weuld depernd con circumstirces.

Mre. Poster: Well, I meun ycu wmouldn't plawe ycwr
men as they did hnere?

Col. Tripp: Well, taXke a city of 60, C00
inhavitants, scattered over a gre.t many square blocks,

I telieve it vould be better to use the troops as urnits.
I am of that opinion, and I nave sc stited to a number
of yerscnse.

Mr, Foster: So the manzgement of the troops in

Fast S€t. Louia, in this riot, w s z mistaXke?

Col, Tripp: No, I den't say thét.

Mr. rc3ter: I trnought you just nad said that?

Col. Trigp: I said if I %as gcing tc‘handle -

¥r, Foster (Interposing): You wo .ldn't do the same
thing again? .

Cols Triypp: I would nundle it as a unit and not
by the patrol srstem.

Mr. Fester: Ycu would try an’® rot repeat what wis
done here?

Cole. Tripp: I would not patrola I suggest that
the unit is a Detter rlan to handle it, because I found
that ocut for tuis reason: Ycu see with 70 men we were

avle to surrcund tetween 350 amd 500 upg successfully get
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them to the City Hall.

Yr. Foster: Wzll, you wuvuldn't now, really,
Colonel, if ycu were cilled back to East St. Louis -
if you were unfo rtunate enough to ever b. called back -

which I hope you never will, =

Ccl. Tripp (Interposing): I hope not.

Mre. Foster: Bacuuse I hupe there willnever be
any mae riots in E.ust St. Louis, but if such a thing ever
should hagpren, ycu woulln't manzger the next one like

ou did this one, would you?

Cols Tripp: Well, sir, I will say to you =

Ur. Foster: (Interposing) Answer yes or no.

Col, Tripp: Let me 8k you -

¥r. Foster: (Tnteiposing) I am r.xot cn the
witness staund, Don't ask me.

Col. Tripp: I want to say to ycu, my answev]\vill
be tnis: That I believe the nandlirg of « mob like this
is more effective by using the troop as a unit.

Hr. Foster: Il’owfycu can mcke that explanation
but answer me yes or no, and then put inthe explenation.

Col, Tripp: ¥ow, Doctor, I cun say to you that
I veiieve the troops did everything in their power to do.

Mr. Foster: Answer me yes Or no.

Col. Tripp: W-11, I think ycu xe asking a ques-
tien thet I ought not to ve put on here to answer.

Mr, Foster: Well, if ycu don't tihink that is a
proper question from a military stondpoint -« I am just a
comman doctor and I don't know about military matters,

but I am trying to get the facts.
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50 Col. Tripp{ I think that the‘,mit proposition

would be the betterpropésticn for me to answer, n.ndling

them as a bcdy.
dr. Foster: Well, you will go that far, to say

that taney ought to be handled as a body, as an organization,

as a unit?

in a strike of t.is kind,.

Cel. Trirgp: Y=g, s8ir;

lr. Foster: " And that they weren't!nandled tha t way
in East St. Louis? -
Col. Tripp: They were in parte
¥r. Foster: Well, ycu don't know, C:lonel -
Col., Tripp (Interpesing):  Ycu racall thut we had
70 men acting as & unit that arrested the 250 to 500 men.
They acted in that way. It was an effective movement,
was it rot, sir?
Ur., Foster Yaut time ~as that?
Col, Tripp: That was in the evening, after seven
ofclocke.

dr. Foster: You had gone all day the other wyy,
hadn't ycur You had gone ali a.y with cne ratrolsre
Col.Tripp: Yes, sirj; absolutelye.
dAr. Foster: And then ycu took tnese 70 men and
surrouadad this mob of 350 to 500 men with this unit or-

g mizuztion ?

Ccl, Trirp:
H¥r. Foster:

Col. Tripp:

Y:s, sir.
Why did you do that?

Because I nad come *o

the ccneclusion

that w.s the vay to breuk that mobd up.

Xr. Foster: Y s, Then}you nac ccncluded that up

[ O
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51 to that time -
o 1 Col. Tripp (Interposing): My study of the situ- :

ation w.s to tne effect th-t the sentries could Not break
them up; that we must operate by units.

#r. Foster:, Tahsn ycou le:rnad by expsrience what
you didn't xnow by ysur julgment in the moming?

Col. Tripp: I le rn2d4 by doing as we did. We

were carcying out the ins“ructions of the civil author-

e

> ities, :

e

¥r, Foster: os don't you, or 4o you = I won't

-

yRe

AT
LR

ask ycu don't you", do you belisve or do you not be-

g

lieve that if you 1d tuxen those men as thsy cume in i

that day, company after comnpany, and had formel them into

vod

a squ~d, th-t yocu mignt have stopjed thot riot long bvefore

Lh

eight o'cloek?

v E
R X

C.1. Tripp: I don't believe so. I velieve the
riot would have ben on.

Xr., Foster: Vhy?
> Col. Tripp: Because the troops ve had coming in ‘ }
here would not be large encugh to muke up a numbxr of unit
organizations.

Xr, Foster: You had 30 to 40 in exch onse.

~ Col. Triprp: 30 or 40 would not be encugh to dis=

tributs them around snere the mod did gather, and to make , E

the arrests. There weren't enough. If we had had 600

or 800 men come in at that time, and could use *han ax

corpanies and xept ¢ ltem right n2 re with transportition
g I

where they could nave gone cut quickly on culls; formed

eyl 80 them in columns on tnz street und flanked them, we co'ld

i E ————— TR v ermep ek o e e am v e e o e w o e mewemen v men o we e ww et A s e pame gmmegeme en — r.

T e S A D I . RMREERRAREPCTT 2 AL TR Y ey, A AR T R DR GRS 1 A P S PSRN ) A0 A G TONSINE N3 NI S St St . S B B N 3 T T AU LR SO Yo s g




e s e

7/ 2

52 have done *hat, but ths troops weren't sufficient in num=-

ver to do that, and they didn't get there. §

¥r., Foster: You didn't stop anytning until you did
do that, did you?

Col. Tripp: Until 72 got the last cozmpany inj;
until we got trocrs enougn to do it.

Mr. Foster: You nhad 70 men und yocu wzaren't ztle

with the mod
to do anything/until you got your 70 men here, did you?

Col. Tripp: I disagres with you there. I taink '
the breaking up of the 10b on Cullinsville Avenue -

Mr, Foster: ({Interposing) I fargct chout your

W

breaking up that 1500. ‘

o
s

Col. Tripp: Thsy #ere broken up. That =od was
dispersed.

1 Mr. Foster: Tnat mede you fe2l like you we e
rretty sucoessful um to that time?

Cole. Tripp: Thxt mide me believe that by wading
rignt into them .s I did, w2 could Yredak tnemup.

Mr. Fostar: T..18 mob wusn't as ferocicus as you
tnought they were in tae morning?

Col. Tripp: I thougnt if ve could ¥ewk this up
that way, that ve would soon have it done. I thougnt that
we could go riguat :nto them, as I did up there, ani thzt
would breuk thea upe

Mr. Foster: I don't ask you to sz2y thet any mis-
take was made down nere in the mar‘xwgement of the troops,
but I #ant to as#.'su tais, 1f you ¢ re to aaswer it, shether
or rnot your exparience after the day was over and ths battle

had gone back and forth, that you r-alized that you migat

.
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% ! 53 zzv2 done differently if you had had that idea in the morn-
{ ing?
, Col. Tripp? I cun answer you very gludly to say
: tzis: Knowing this, after it ias .11 o-er, if we had had -
° ; ' t-pops enough to operate as « unit, th:t woculd be the pro=-

p-r methoal. R

Y

Hr. Foster: Now don't put that in, Colonel.
Zrswer the juestioa, whether or not ycu would have -
=24z ¢ your experience you felt thaet thit had veen
merzoed the best way it could be.

Col. Tripp: Goinz over the vork during thne day,
®#=z=n I w¥ant down wvith only two or tnree uen, w~th Mr, Fekete,
«rmi found this large gathiring -

{1 Mr. Foster: (Int=rposing) Don't go over that agin.

Juzs%t z2nswer yes or no.

Col. Tripp:s I s.id ths only s.cressful wuy to braak
2 %t m0b up is to arrest them, <nd we wuld get .. rrovisional
cex: .ny ‘o do it. I s.id tn.t, and we did 1t.
’ ! Hr. Foster: Colonel, unswar the que-~tion,yes or no,
if vcu can, and thsn “ell us soretning else. If ycu don't E

czze to ansver it, and feel tnatjit is not ths groper tning

2as z military officzr, I will withdraw it; I will not

Col, Trirp: I vill be v ry glad to answer anything
I z2=n.

Mr, Fcstr: Wait I am gettinzg at is th.t this has
gex criticised, the munaganent of the militia here, a great
cex=l. I zuess you oy thite  You have heard this after-

ncon juestions asked you ubout tne militia even killing

1 ; e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e — —
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54 people., .
Col., Tripp: Yes, sir,
k ¥r. Fo.ter: The militia brought nhere to protect
people.
C:1. Tripp: If that is true, th.t is absclutely

eyl 81 rorg,  TiAais~bstiubalin wsonayend the s.rties doing

it shculd be apprehended and punishned.

fr. Foater: I think y.u will azree wvith that.

Col. Tripp: Avsclutely so.

lre Foster: You wculdn't want a man 1n uriform
to kxill a helpless man.

Col. Tripp: Not ot all,

Xfr. Foster: And ne ought n.t tc ve p:rmitted to

Jdo it. I+ is the most nainous of crixes *at could be

commit ted..

Col. Trirp: Positively it is. Z
Mr, Foster: liow ¥nut I wes trying to set ot is, '
you have heard all th t, unr/tﬁion't asx y.u to criticise yow ‘
militia or anything of the kind, I #as just trying to get 4

at whether or not, in‘ycur Jjudg ment, a8 a military .mzn, there

——

was th2 proper management of the militi. ners in East St. .

i

Louis cn tazt day? I am not c.ying ta.t that wus intentional.
Tol. Tripp: Usuelly on riot duty I ccn answer it by

suying tn tthe police patrol system is the ane that is supposed

e

to ve followed. P.trolling the streets is the one usuully
folloxed. Yoa do th:iwith the city cof ficianls, with the
city police, ard that is the one to follow. That 18 what

yeu .r2 surrosed to do, Th.t is tae first thing to do,
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55 to patrol your streets and restore oxler.

i

¥re. Fostear: Yes, of courss, but there wxusn't so

t
B

much disorler except in taese mcbs, th-t were killing !

v
oo

people.

Cole Tri:- s And I tell ycu, they srcing up .nere

: /7
you wouldn't xnos anytaing about it, in a minute's time.
»
Yr, Foster: They #2re arcund here within a radius -

I don't know wn:taer they wdre around nere ~ithin a radius

of ten or twelve blocks? .

Col. Tripg: I exspzct this wshole busine:s section

&
. .
Fora TR SN NPt e Sy

¥as £1illed wi*in men.

.

Ur, Foztar: Most of it '8 nhere?

hidaZaii

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir,
Mre. Fostar: So tauk you didn't huve such & great

territory to zo over?

ety S

Col. Tripp: I s'y the whcle busin s section s¢s
filled full.
HMr, Foster: Tn= »\aole\business section?

Ccl, Tri-p: Yes, sir; as I saw it and information

reachel me ta=t ever’ -cdy seermed to have come out of tneir

e e

factoriz2s gnd places of business, and gatiaxed on thne streets.

Now to differentiute bet veen the mun wino is there for the

purpose of committing a crime and dcing unlavful tairgs,
and the innc cent bystander is ruite a hard groposition to
the 3z2ntry or tne officer.

WMre Foster: I think that is true.

Col. Trigp: That is the fact. !

Mr. Foster: But vhat I was getting <t was wnetner

§ 3
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ycu defenled tie «ction of plucing tiese troops in tae
Wway it was done that day?

Col., Tripp: Well, ir the plucing of the troops
I _cted entirely upon the dirsctions and request of the
Mayo re So did Col. Cluiyton.

Mr, Foster: Well, it scems tc wme - I umnot a
military man - but it would occur to me th.t if I was

~oing into a tosn to help suppr23s o riot, or one thut

v28 imrending, to kX2e it down, and if I had had long ex=

perience as a milit:iry man .nd in riots, 'hat I would
have exercis=d my ovn judgment.

Col. Tripp: Well, I dun't think that I could
Jo that under the laws of our State.

Mr. Foster: You don't.

Col. Tripps 1 do not, The Mayor is the com=-
manding officer of the city, and we are merely aiding nim
in vhat he dirscts,

Mr, Foster: You are then under the commund of
the fayor? The Mayor is tne courwnder-in-chief?

Col., Tripp: Avsclutely, ind we followed nis in-
gtructions und tried to get cut of him vh t he vanted.

Mfr. Foster: Then you were next inpommand; then
Col, Clavton w.s next .n commund, and the Mayor had told
you that he 1asn't feeling well und didn't wsant to go
cut?

Col. Tripp: Thzt is right.

Mr., Foster: And he turmed this c¢ver to iir. Fekete?

Col. Trigp: Yes, sir.
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R 57 ¥r. Foster: That i3 a peculiw coioand, isn't it,
for 4 militury man?

Col. Tripp: Yes, sir, but I cbeyed Mr, Fakate
’ » to the lettar of tane luw.

Mr. Foster: I sho.1ld tnink it n«s very peculiar
if yocu «re going into battle, or waere y.umight nuve a
1 battle, becausd I taink th t|vhen « military mzn coes into
a place of that kind he may expect z battle any time,
wouldn't he?

Col., Tripp: Yes, sir. Now I tell ycu this riot
1 o= work and the laws ci thz Statz of Illinois aie such that
you have got to fcllow instructions con them,. The peuce
officer is the man we report to, ani we follow cut his
4 comnmnands.
5 Mr. Foster: So th .t is every village tih-t yc 1go
to in the State of Illinois, of frcm 100 t6 « city of
£,000,000, the ‘aycr i1s the com aniler=ir-chief of the
trocps, wshile they are tnzare?

col. Tripes Yes, sir; until marticl l.w i3 declared.

¥r. Foster: And the Mayor takxes commani wrnd tells
> o
Zhem #hat to do?

Col. Tripp: The Marour, ycu revort to the Muyur for

duty and for instructions of Juties and to carry out tne

- ncrk as he sees it.

¥r. Foster: And you don't sug:i»st to the Mayor,

as a military man, wact cught to be done?

Col, Tripp: On thuat ‘:oint?

Mr. Foster: Y:s,
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58" Col. Trizp: Positively «hen -asz Yaycr said he

) wantad the streets ; trolled, it looked <he logical thing

e v

to do vecuuse the clauring of tae strastz is done by the
) T militia as 1t would ve done §'y ‘aspolic officers, and th.t
/ is always done by p-trol duty.
Mr. Fostar: S¢ you Just put yourself in the comuend
of the lMaror when you got nere?
Col. Tri:p: I ciurried ou{nis or iz-s absclutely.
Yr, Foster: You c.rried cut nis ocraars when you

i were sutisfisd in your own mini that ne -as laying down

g

™ on th =z situation?

Col, Tripp: He had delegated a m.n tnat I followed

AW
B

in nis abs=nce. Th: Cigy Attornsy #a3 cel=z-ted by him,

and I resnected th.t zs I would the Mayor nimszelf,

e e P

11 Yr. Foster: So thit you wvece Just an under officar?
Col. Tr:.pp: Yes, sir.

Mr. Foster: Andi you dontt sugg22t to thne llayor?

Is that it?
Col., Tripp: Way, I did follow cut tne Mirror's re-

gu29ts all bhe way throug., as I tell you. I said, "get

e . v
oot e

the map, Mr., Mayor, and tell us wiere ycu wculd like to hnave ]

the troops placed; wn.t duty you=ant them to do, wh.t terri- 1
a tory to bve covered,® und he suggestel - or ais ussistant 3
- did.

Mr. Raker: Wnut does ne do when ane £inis the Mauyor

! needs fixing nimself?

Cdl. Tripp: Now, when I found - I consulted Mr,.

cyl 83 Fexete, and I said, "now, Mr. Fekete, this patrol business
? N '
i :
% ——— = ———— - - - _— - - e e e - e g
. e e [P ) e e e o e R T Y i AR o AR BT 2 e s i e




=

g1 7

this first street on tae right .8 we leuve t-is building?

Ccl. Triryrgp:

Mr, Coopzar:

and for a little time afterwards at lunciheon.

Y25, sir.
And ycu were 1n there at one o'clock

flows while

E :
Lo
: 59 is not zoing to br-oak up this mob icwn here, and w2 nave
* zot to get a provisioaal company. Wa must get the troops
» togetnea and surround tnem and urrest them and bring tnem
int; the City Hell. Thct isjthe ouly thing th.t will break
tn.t thing up.” He suys, "I agres vitha youes Thnenl
suys, "we will return to the City Hall and we »¥i1l get
, : the company thot i< reported coming in from the depot,
‘ ’ end we %11l pick up such 8 we c.n pick up, =nd wve will
‘ go dovn to t..is .lley «nd surround them witn tne troops
4 ) end arrest them and bring them in.® And n2 ugreed wish
; = me about 1ite
=Y Mr, Fost-r: That is ubout the only time of tus
1 ' dey in whieh yon exercised your good Judgrent, wasn't i4?
ﬂ ' Col. Triup: Well, I exercised my scod judgment all
. o through the day. I w~us doing the thin~s *hut cugnt to be
done,
| - ir. Foster: Y:s, Colonel, but ta-t w.s thne onl-
. real eff2ctive thing th:t you did. I velieve that is ull,
] . x;. Coop=r: Do yuu know Tacsier's Restaurent, French
, . restaurant?
¥ Col, Tripp: Yes, sir.
¥r. Cooper: That is where ycu went that day?
a Col. Tripp: Y-s, sir. ‘
= ¥Mr. Cooper: That is 222 Ccllinsvilla: Avenue, bove
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. 60 you ware in the City Hall, you would have heard about the

2

° shodtinz, or vou had zae.rd tne shot. Didycu kxnow that

at one o'cleck, while ycu were 4t luncheon, up at about

418 on tn.t sume avenue, t#o blocks aw.y, 4 nNegco Wws
. . killed and his boy was killed, .nd z walte mun wvas killed,
and a aoman almost Xilled?

Col, Tri p: Thit is the very mcb taut I broke
up up taere, on Coilinsville Avenue, near thae Temple. I
went risht from the restaurant up thecre.

Hr. Cocoper: Yuu s.id they hcd shut a man, dbut
rou didn't tell anytaing abeut the snite man baing killed,
and this bo beinz killed and the soman veing mobded.

4 Col., Tripp: I said they brokxe intc a pasnshop,
iflyou will r2call, and shot & white man.

: Mr. Cooper: Now don't digress or diverge. Keep
to the facts. Waen yiu told about 41is meb that Yo u oroke

ur, you siid th t tacre had been a man sact, and ycu stepped

into this crowrd wit?a the gun acldiag it up thud wuy (indicu-
, ting), and they tossed ycu .round, Ycu never mentionsd the
mcbbing of tht.voman; you never mentioned the killing of tae
boy, .ycu never mentioned the killing of the wnite man.

Did ycu kxnow any of tnose thingzs when yoa testified before?

S Col. Tripp: I don't krow uny of those taings tc-day,

‘1_’ except thut a white man was shot in tne pawnshop and Zied
cyl 84 afterwards, and u colored man had been killed right th:re
as my automobile drove up into the mob. 4

Mr. Cooper: You never mentioned eita=zr one a them
p

‘ being killed . You said a man aad Te=n shot. Now tnen

did you know that tne boy hau vesn shot?
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Col. Tripp: Yo, sir; I hal no evidesnce of a boy
beins shot. I never heard of it. Pardion me ubcut the
gun being fired, it was over c¢n *“1> other strset,

¥r. Coop x: Thiis all took place while you were at
luncheon. Pon't you tainx that after yowhad been four
hours in the City Hall it would h:cve been well for ycu to
have sterped (ut without zny luncheon and looked cut at
that mod?

Col. Tripp: I am telling y u thut no mob had formed
while I +~as st llncheon and anyone killed. Trniet was dcne waile
my zutomobile vith Mr. Fekete and mnys=1lf were almost oppo-
site the crowd. I was in tast crowd.

r. Cooper: That is all.

dr. Jchnscn: Colonal, will y. u please come back
in the morning at ten o'clock?

Ccl. Tripp: I will, yes, sir.

lire Jonnson:! Thne Committee ¥vill wdjeurn until
ten o'clock, tomorrow.

(Waereupon, at 5.40 o'clock p.m., the Committee ad=

Jourred Until ten o'clock, g.am. to-morrow.)




