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WHERZAS, riots hove recently occurred in the City of

[

Lot St. Louis that have appalled our good citizens and brought
shame and disgrace to our city and done an incalculable injury

to the prosperity and future welfare of the city; and,

! WHERTAS, these riota and the unlawful acts attending F
them have brought unon us the severest condemnation from the
entire country; and, ]

'WHEREAS, there is a feeling among our own citizens
that there may be & recurrence of vhese tragedies that is
greatly aelarming them and retsrding the resumption of normal [ 1
conditions; and,

- WHEREAS, we believe it i3 necessary that the law-
ablding citizens of East St. Louis take such action as will
reinstate us in the good opinion of our neighbors end friends, ]
and to assure the entire country that stevs will be immediately
taken for the enforcement of the law and the preservation of

¥ 1life &nd property, and trat assurence bhe given to all of our
lew-abiding citizens, irrespective of race or condition, that
in the future they will be abss2lutely secure in our midst.

THEREFORE, the following declaration is nromulgated :

We, the citizens of East St. Louls, who are in favor
of law and order and in the vrotection of life ond proverty,
in a meeting assembled, declrre tiat,

lst. Without undertaking to specifically eccount

for the recent riots that heve taken place in the City of Eest

\,..w._.....,w N,
St. Louis, it is necessary to stete Briefly what has occurred.

which a number of citizens, the oretext of driving from

the city all colored veonle -here, marched down our
AN

\

streets and assaulted every colored —orson that came in their
! way, and it so hapvened thet nearly all of the nerroes acsaulted
: were of our old time citizens end most of them law-abiding

. ' peovle. A number of viclous and lawless negroes took advantage
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of the excitement brought about by this riot and under their
lesdership and imnassionnte pleas £or revenge, the worst ele-~
ment began to organize and arm them=elves for this purrose, and
on Sunday night, July lst, when it =38 reported among them that
soneone was riding through the soutZern vortion of the city,
shooting 1into their homes, this 1ls~2ez3 and armed band met at a
late hour of the night in one of tkeir churches on an agreed
signal gziven. ¥hen the nolice ofZiz-rs lerrned that the negroes
were assembling in the church, bellieving that a riot wzs likely
to start, a number of officers were zent to dispel them, and as
trey reached the church these officers, withovt any warning,
were fired upon and two of them brutelly murdered. This great-
ly aroused the white veonle and wac é - immediate cause of the
riot on July 24 in which so meny pea?lé lost treir lives and so
much property was 2lestroyed,

28, Ve, in the most eprkatic terms, condemn the
action of the rioters in the l\a;:gpar’c of l'ay. By their
action they were defying the’}aw gnd =-re administering »nunish-
ment to innocent and unoffending veacle,

In the seme manner we ca=iemn the action of the
levless and savage negroes who, on S::day'night, July 1st,
armed tremselves for the nursose of e>mnitting deliberzte
rurder, 2nd who carried out these ir%t=sntions by killing t=
of the officers of the city.

We are at a loss to fini lanzuecpge to express our
indignetion concerning the aztion of <khe rioters on July 2d;
thelr unwarranted sets stand sithiut = psrallel in the history
of our coun%ry. ‘'hese rioters, withczt the slightest effort
to diccover the persons who had muriserzd the TZsst St. Louis
officers, directed treir wrrth apains® colored neonle who
trey knsw had had notring to do vith tke murder. “hey in the

most savuge and brvtal manner set fire to their homes and shot

them down as they were flesing for tkhzir lives. Some were not

o
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> ’ permitted to escave and lost their lives in the flames of
tteir burning homes.

3d., Ve believe that the princircel cevse of this
riotous coniuzi ie the laxzity in the vunishment of crime that
hes prevailed for some time past. On account of this indisvo- E
sition to nunish crime there has grcwn uo in our midst an
irrespect and irreverence for the law that has brought about

the harvest that we hsve jJust reaned. Nany criminels, both

e

black and white, have found a congeniel home in our city, and

bhave carried on their eriminel acts without the slightest fear

oZ tke pains and penalties of the law. TFor all of th;s ‘he

police decertment of our city and tkose officials ch&rged with

el e e
tre cﬂnservation of the lau are tke most to blame. They have

N uda

.
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not teken the stens that shovld have been ta ren to rid our city

‘ of tric lewless element, and they sre to be conlermed in the
severest terms for the helnless and inefficient manner in which

| trey pvermitted these disgreceful riots to take plsce in our city.

We believe that tris is lurgely due, not from a diposﬁtion

e<n the pert of our various volice officers to fail to enforce

i
Y

the 1-w, but from a lack of an orpanizaticn end en unierstand-
izg on the pert of the hesds of the oolice derartment trat
all violrtors of the lrw, irrespective of race, nolities,
conditions or asrocintions, should be apprehended and nuniched.
While we commend the action of Adjutant-Genersal
Dickson for the able and efficient menner in which he and tre
mer under his direction are handling the prerent situation,
end for which we feel extremely greteful, we camot heln but
cordemn the action of *he militis who were in our city on the
second day of July vreterding to give to the city aid, but who
were wholly incctive and, in czome instsances, aiding and abetting

tre rioters.,
b It is ssid that a municipelity usuclly receives the

governnent that 1t merits. ‘e believe thet the good peonle
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of the city of East St. Louis are not without blame for the
terrible experiences through which trey have jJust passed.
They have not been ignorant of the reign of crime that has
been going on in ttre city and the failure on the part of the
police officers and other offieials to nxniuh offenders, and
yet they heve been so0 engrossed in their individuvael effairs
that they heve entirely overlooked and neglected to perform a
public duty, and it has ta“en tris terrible tragedy to arouse
them to a sense of the resnonsibility they are under to the
community in which they live.

4the The good people demsnd thet our city be rid
of the criminel class thet has recently infested 1t; that the
lew be strictly cnforced, without fear or favor, and that there
be no influence in the city thet can screen or immvne any
of fender; that all law-abiding persons in our city, be they
ever 80 humble, white or black, rich or noor, be absolutely
secure in their lives, liberty, oroverty and the vursuit of
hapoiness; that all persons, hereefter, who heve a grievence,
be it real or imaginery, must resort to the law for redress,
and we pledge that we will see thet nothing be sgprred to
ounish persons, white or black, who attexpt to take the law
into their own hands.

5the ?9 ngand that tre police depxrtment of the,
city be reorganize&*;ﬁon such a basis that the law will be
enforced as hereinabove stated, And we vledge to the llayor
our entire sunnort in so reorgunizing the police deprrtment
6f our city and in bringing about every reform that tends to
peace and good order,

6the ‘e demand that every effort »ossible be out
forth to punish the persons who murdered the officers Sunday
night, July 1lst, and to vunish all of the persons guilty of

murder and arson and assaults on londay, July 2d4; and we vledge
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to the officers of the law charged with the prosecution of

these offenders all the assistance in our power to render.
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Rev. Allison

Mr, D.} ildslynn .
Mr, 14, V¢ Joyce

Hr. E. ci‘ Kramer

r. L. 5¢hmldt
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HOURS 8 TO 10 A. M. KIN , ST CLAIR 12738
2T04P. M, 7TOSP M. BELL, EAST 2289

DR. W. C. SPANNAGEL

OFFICE AND RESIDENCE
128 COLLINSVILLE AVE. EAST ST, LOUIS, ILL.

C. W. Bearp

EAST =1 LOUls, It
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Incorporated 1851
Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company .
Springfield, Massachusetts
L. S. McWILLIAMS, AssociaTE MANAGER
|

3204 Missotki AVENUB
EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL.

Incorporated 185¢
Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company
Springfield, Massachusetts

L. S. McWILLIAMS, AssoCIATE MANAGER
320A MIssoURt AVENUER
T ST. LOUIS, ILL.
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Incorporated 1852
Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company
Springfield, Massachusetts

L. S McCWILLIAMS, AssociATE MANAGER
. 320A Missouri AVENUE
EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL.

Incorporated 1851
Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company
Springfield, Massachusetts

L. S. McWILLIAMS, AssociaTe MANAGER
320A M1SSOURI AVENUE
EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL.
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Incorporated 1353
Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company
Springfield, Massachusetts

—_——
L. S MchLLlAMS ASSOCIATE MAXAGER
3204 M1ssoURT AVENUER
EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL.
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Incorporated 1851
Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company
Springfield, Massachusetts

L S MchLL!A\!S, AssOCIATE MANAGER
A hssom VENUE
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