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friday, YWovenrker 2, 1917,

T Ot ey VeI Ry,

Tha Commitiee met at 10:3C o'clock a.ir,, Hon,

Pen., Johnson [Chalrrman) presiding,

3

s STATRANT OF ALOTS T07RRS (continued.)
¥r. .Tclmson‘:A ¥r, Tosers, rssuss your testimony
_ sLere you -cnncluded vesterday,
) //s; ~ . 1 ..; =g-ard ’
tr, Towers: ¥r. Chrirzen, yesteriay T zade tha
statement thed the great 1ni'1u;c c? n.ércas xas responsitls
for the rio%, J want to iry ané shos scre of the faelings
that developed af ter this great frfiux of regroes. It
x2s 2 tarrible feelirg In the 2ir, 37zryone felt that
s"ﬁeﬂ‘.in‘g verritle was going to bapren. On tre street
scrrers, wherever you serti, you haezrd exrressicrs against

tha nepro. You heard that tie rezre a2s ariving the
siite man cut of the lecaiity. Lo s

Yr, Jehrisen: In ahat #%ay?

¥r, Towers: "B:y rovirg inte Lz Fnlie neighhorhcdds.
2t the *hites were belng forced out ¢f the'r locziltles.
s+cries ware afioat cn tke sirecets ard on tke stireet cars

s she morss ving of stories tkat wmouldd Infiare the feel~

.

. )
tvgs, For Instanca, J heard one sicry so persistently
-nat T correnced 10 think lat=r om tuere slght te scme
sruth to 3t, First T thouwght 1 zas Just criginated by

scre who right wand 30 irfleve the feellrgs of the reorle,

v reard stories of this ¥ind ard T keard !t no liss than

€+. Louls, that

ot

a2 Zezer times on the sireess cf =as

rzrroes had nade the toast that tney azare 'nvited vo Rast
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St. Louls; tha$ zreat nurters of shlte reorle scre tavren

avay for aar rurpcses, and that there weuld be lots o2 xkite

momen for tue rsgroes in Rast St. Louls. when I first heard

that story 1t =zde me f2el bad, for T felt that scmzeone had
Fossibly invTerzed that siory .t.o trnflage reeling.. "

~ Mr, Jehvsen: From akhet scu'rce did yeu hear that
story?

. ¥p, Towers: Y heard 1% cn street scrnars, in eon-
vursations, tack ends of street cars., T heard 1t so per-
sistently that I evensgoproacked a very intelilgent xax and
started a conwErsaiion with him,

¥r, Jolnsens ¥ho?

¥r, Teuers: I dentt Fnow, 4 strarger on tke tack
of tha car,

Yr, Johrscr: Can veu give the name of aryiciz from
whcm vou heard that?

¥r, Tosers: YWe, T =zannct,

¥r, Jonrsen: Do yeu ilve ‘he.i'e'l

Yr, Torers: 7o, in Belleviile, I ©ad teen Lere
dally for = menii nearily ®fors tke rlot . J asked ar in-
telligentdo. the tack of thz 2ar if re d*2ntt ¢ in¥ tkat
story was ‘ust originated to develor feeling, He 5228 he
k=3 heard 1% so ;ers':s:ently that he was beginrldre to telieve
there must be soxe truth o 1t,

¥r, Jchnsen., You didn, % ast Lhlm hls neme?

¥r, Tosers: Yo,

¥r, Johrsen: Or anere he 1i-dd?
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¥r, Tosers: ¥e, sir. That ﬁas cne of the generai
stetzrents, I telleve, that kelped to infiare feeling, Others
vere that the #h’tes were belng driven cut of thelr reighbore
hoods; the negro ne’lsktcrkeed was groaing and exrarding.

7 fther staterenss T heard were that pecplé feared an
erlderic of small-pex; that the County Hosrital Lad teen
turdened for -wmniks #3iiL an average of thirty cases of
small-pox.4//\ “ |

¥r, Jochnsons 2 da:ly avefagéj

Ir, To«ers;l- 2 dallr avserage of thirty cascs of
small-fﬁx. 7 The whole county tecare fearfui. You cculd
hear tze sam2 discusslicrs asay frem Bast 8%, Louls, DPeople
sere 'nllsmed, and tkhslr feelings ware directed against
tce tig erplovars of Tast £%, Toumds, feellng that they
zere resrorsitie for t:ha rreat Infiux o nagroes, s

Other statemsnis sere tany rent was teing rapidly
forced up, That creat=zd a feellrg .in the community, ard
wherever vou would ge 7ou xciuld hear stor’es that you reale
1zed that soreiking was geing to harper., RAvervone seemed
to realize thet seretring fearful sas golng to take place,

Fow I wart{ to say, Vr. Ckairean, aitk reference to
tke reeting relerred 10 zs tie reeting that skcuid have
svarted the Yay riot--

¥r, Johnson (Interposing:)  Tnat meetirg 1s that,
row?

Mr, Towers: Thal ax=s the seeting of tre lstor boys,
rrotestirg-~ that sere sert $5 ke "ity Tall to rrotest to

the Oty Courall ard *farer lecause of the sreat nfivx of 3
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negroes, expecting or heping thet they would take some
action to cwercore tne great Infiux or Incorlng of negrces,

‘a merber o the Bast Su. Louls Ceniral Body arnd have

"
B

sore rride in that latoer teody, I Jmow pos?!tively, teing
a rerter, that there was}:othing evei done or saldfrom that.
tcdy other than tc the test 3nterests of the city; that
stould te a refisction on that toly, In fact, the night
6f that meeting thatlthey‘appointed this bﬂé conmittee, I
acted as chalrmran Of that btody, the Fast S4, Louls Oenbral .
Bcay. Tha chairran wmas avay that nigzt, and T z2s5 selected
v¢ act as chalrran o the tody, '

Y. Foss:

Yr, what tig meetirg?
¥r, Torers: Tre reeving of the Cantiral Zcdyv, nod

111 explalin that

24

ties tig waeting., That #2111 felioa, 7

¥r, Fess: Then ias tray meedirg?

¥r, Toners: That has Teer referred o, ard that is
vhe reeting that the press referred (o as lator 'beirtg re-
spor.slle for this riot..

¥r, Jounsen: Ye Laven t seen the [ress, and would
ii¥e for you te £7x the date of the reeting, and the place
of 1t,

¥r, Towers: ¥nu have Leard staserents of testimeny

here, ¥r. Chalrrman, to that effect, regardirg that seetirng,

!»!r. Joknsen:  But noy ianstead of saylreg "that meat-
Irg®, Just simply state shere tae meeting sas keid, and

wkat time of the day ard »hat day ¢f the monin, Then we

will knw.




¥r, Tomers: I dca's reu»eu.her' the rarticular date, -
I tulry the date has teen glven ir ine testinmony,

¥r, Jokrson: Car gcu> approximé te tha date?

?’.r. Toserss I w=ir¥ 1t was t.hc- ‘”rs or the third
Tuesday 'n Yay, ‘

¥r, Johrsen: "!‘e.s 1t the meating to xhicI; le.t,ters -
uere sent out ‘nviting tis .;ielegates.to‘ccme !n;l - N ’

r, Toners: "IV #3s elther the firs; Tuesday 61' the
..hir.. Tuescay in Yay, Y 2=n't rereber the dates of the

~eeting, tut I Yrow t.he r reetings are on th: first and

third Tuesdavs of the momsx, Prfor to theat time a2 corziitee
c? seven or nins, I drrv$ rexerter which--

¥r. Jokrson {Irtarpcsng:) Rarresernticg skom?

s 7 ¥r, Tesers:  Represeniing tue Bast c©u. Touls meniral

Pody or the offfafal later me-erernt of Fast §u, Louls--

? | were sent to the avor fr:x ikat bLoiy o protest agalnst

tk: cre2t Infiux o0 nagreas. Thay verortsd they had rmade
no irrressfen on th: austeritles, and dids ¢t think--
wr, Jehrsen: Rigii trere, can you tell us akag

or’nion yeu enteria’ned-- er now entertain-- as tcl’.he

Yayer s aninerity un rrevent negross frem ccrmirg Lere?

)

3 Yr. Torsers: Ty, T den't Yros, ¥r. Cialroan, thst
7(53 re xouil rave had anv iescsl zuthority, but J believed that
tke alty o02fic!alg--
¥r Jornson [Irterrcs®zg:) Did you rant him %o
exceed nils leyal auihoriiy?
r, Toserss Te &!'3 not, T taliave that the boys

aouid reke sore rurile sisterert or sore ublle

Y
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announcerent in this corrunlty or jn southern cezzunities
thot would stop the Infiux of negroes; that he couli Just
rake a rublie anncunsarent discowraging the negross from
coring in, T belleve that weuld have had' sore xelzkt, and

I te:deve 1t wouid have storped some of the feelirz that

¥as develoring in tLz. corrunity,

Mr, Raker: Just t.:efor‘e veu x:a;ss that, is tasre any
Nay t;o get Into ke record so that wa oan ﬁnderste.':é w.ha.t ) S
zeeting you rafer 30?

Mpr, Towars: I reafer tc tre meeting of the Zast gt,
Louls Cartral Trades ard Lator "nion, I think 1% sas
elther the firs%t Tuesiar or the third Tuaesday in Yawv,

Vr, Johnson: Held in zhat Tullding?

¥r, Tovers: In »hat 1s ¥roan 2s the MYusic Zall,

vr, Raker: Thni §as tefors uhe--

Mr, Tosers (Fnterpcsing:) Before the riot of ¥
28th,

¥r, Raker:; Re’ore the meating ol “ay 25tk 2r the

City Hall?l .

. ¥r, To-ers: =axactly,
% ¥r, Raler; ifhout a sed" tefore, yocu think?

¥r, Towers: Yell, I sould Juige abtout a aa¥ be-

’ fore, I think the tiird Tuesday, atout a week tefore the

- date of vay 2fth,

Vr, Ra¥zr: Yos Loa rany sere rresent at tais meed=

v

ing atout a wee¥ Teicre,the Vay meeting? .

Yr, Towers: About ths regular attendance of tiie

i
4
\
4
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body.

I 3udge they kave socme f1fty affiliations-- forty-

five or £’fty affiliaticnsg, BRach organizaticn is entitled

to 2 representation cf two delegates, or three, I forget

which,

¥r, Raker: Rave you any neans tefore you get

through, bv which veu ean get the nare ‘of the zen *ho at-

tznded that mweeting?
¥r, Towers: I thirk the Secretary could give you
tke nares,

rreser.

of the

Y den!

r.ane€s

¥r, BRakers 2r.% zho 13 he?

¥r, Toners: Rdward F, Yason.

¥r, ﬁa}er: tr2 was ke rresent at tbat meetling?

¥r, Towers: He sas rresernt at that rreet.ing.-

¥r., eaker: And they have a record of tie man wio wars
t atl that meevirg?

¥r, Torers: I tairy so,

Yr, Rarer; —~ka2re 1s Yr, Yascn now?

Y

Te 1s errlicved in Grarite "ity, in cne

I3
e
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steel plautis,

¥y, Ra¥er: Ycu can't rererter thelr nares of’hand?
¥r. Torers: V6. I ¥row rost of the faces tLere, but
t vros 2.1 the naves of the toys,

¥p, Ra¥er! To 7ou ¥Yrnos arny o7 them personally?

¥», Tezers: Ye, sir.

Yr. P.a.l-n.r:. Lo vcu have any Les! tancy in giving the

o2 those vcu rezerter? ) ;

¥p. Toners: Yo, sir. )
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k . 7 _Mr, Raker: Just give the names.
: z- ’ ¥r. Towers: I really wmould hesitate t0 give the names
. E, of the deiegates there that night, I mould have in mind, in
> ? trying w0 give the namres of délegazes, boys that are generale
) s - § 1y in regular atiendance, and I migrt name someone that pos-
i % sibly masn't there that night, I you want the nemes, I can
g name a few of the boys, .
° g " ¥r, RaYar: ~A;1 right,
? Te % ¥r, Towers: The carp=nters' delegates-- at least
% cne-- was there that niprt, Mr. Jchns, ¥Yr, ¥err, ¥r, Nason
5 B % %as present, |
Fo-

5 Y¥r, Johﬁson: mas ¥r, Wolf thare?
Vr, Towers: Yo, He h=s neQer teen 5 deleéate to
our centraljtedy,
¥r, Johnsen: ™as Le rresert, shether a deleeate or
not?
Vr, Towers: You to by ¥nosledce, unless he was
ir. tkere as a visisor, ard I doni1t thirk he was, WMri Alleger,

I think, was present that night,

i

¥r, Johnson: was ¥r. Jimerscr present?
¥r, Tovers: 7T thirk that ¥r, J'merson wsas there,
He 1s a regular attendant at the meetings,

¥r, Raker: ¥r, Alleger i1s here in toasn rnow, isn't he?

Yr., Towers: T thirnk he 1is, He i1s a rrirnter, re-
- presents one of the rrintaers' locals in St. TLouls, He is
z dzlegate from vhe [rinters® local union to the Rast St,
rouls Central Fody,

] ¥r, Ral-r; Js thare ary one elsa yru aean rererber
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that was there? But may be we coculd expedite tne matter

by yeu getting hold of this secretery and getting the namas

and getting 1t to us that way,

¥r, Tovers: Yes, you can get every c£9,~1 think, ffom
the Secratarv, that #as there at this meeting-- ﬁ

¥r, Cooper: (Interposing) Have ycu a oopy of fhat -
nosicet ” . .

yr., Towers:. No, I have not.

¥r, Jahrgon: Did yéu have cne?

" rr, Towers: Yo, - ‘ R

¥r, Jekrson: Did you see cﬁe?

¥r, Towers: No; I never saw cne.

¥r, Cooper: ¥r, Chairmin, can 1 rsad shat rurpérts.
t6 ba 2 copy of that notice?

¥r. Rak-r, Just a noment, T as?edixr. Yerr to get
the notica. He 1s in tha court-room now,

¥r, Tosers: Now, at tat meeting, Yr. Chalrman, as I
told you, the corr? ttee of seven or n'ne, b Zorget the nurker,
;eported-- they had bteer arpcinted at a forrer ieeting, eit@er
ong or txa or thitee meetings before thls meeting-- they re-
rorted that ther Lhad rot teen g? ven mu-k satisfastion in
thelr protest aga’nst the ‘nfiux of negroeai t was then de-
clded by rotion that a?arger committee a;re;r tefcre the re-

guizar counecil meeting, and there ¥as secre discussion as to

hewv lar:s2 thisg aerrittee meuld be, ard £'rally a rmotion pre-

valled ti2t a delegation frem each loezal unicen in the olty,
rerresenting each local unlaoyw, or in other wserds the delegrates 3

to ne central hedy, wculd rractlcally rerresert the entire
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lator moverent 1k t&is 23ty in rrotesting to the “7aver and
Counell agatrst t.:: spfiux of negroes,
¥r, R;}’er: ¥4 AA At.".‘ere, teZcre ymx' att,e:pied to'z;f.
this large comrittes, ili a sraller domzdtree--had they
already sa‘ted oz the Varor and regorted o the cor—ittee,
the fody as a #xole, as Jou mfe.desfznatédr L ‘
¥r, Tosers: Zxactly,
Yr, Ra¥+=rs: “Tx hLava2 you a iﬂ st of theose -0 attended
ir the srall corritise ari salted on the 'ayor?
¥r, Tovers: Yo, I havert 'any 1.‘;:. _I teilieve the
sedr;?t.ary couid gZvs rcu that 1ist,
¥y, Ra¥<r: =os mar¥ ware .erel
- ¥r, Tcr-e.rs: R2zisr severn or nine. I zouldn't rake
14 pos*tive, Tus tze corxittee T CLIRX vas elther seven or
nine.
¥r, Ra}rar= ThE thep ":»a}'e a 7ritten reportf

¥r, Tovers: Mo; th2y mad:s a verbal report tmat they

had x2ited On tie =TT z::#uadn,t teer atie to z2¥ any re-

sults frem thelr trroiestasicns azalnst the ‘nflux of nzgroes,

TLe meetinz txZzn de2ded tc asy the delegaticn as a
wkele to afrear t:Zcrs the Councl!l in a btody and derand that
serathirg he dere im stor the Irnflux cf nagroes; tkas 1t
sas putting the tomz on tha tum., 1 can rererter i3c state-
rerts made that n%s7 1. Or2 sas scze dalegate sald that
there 1s apt L0 k2 =1n eriderlc of exall-rox; tral tze counily

-~

Ztsrttal cases s rnce tris 3

wude

creat 'nflux of re.;,mees. Aronhir déleaaLeAthe staterent

onesrital ned teen cTrerlicsed FLlk

vLat

.2 e
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- s o 41t 18 no%t s=’e O take your »ife on tne sireet after dark ,
C . any rore, and thai soreinin® should te dcne to step the ‘nflu G
* , - ¢f negrees. The SecTeiary aas spstructed to send elther ks .
c, . ; delegateos-- oL .
N 9 1 ‘ v, Jonrsen {interpnsinan Do yéu ;eser‘ter sro 1t -
N - : wals that rale theb atatemeny atouz 2¢ ret telrg ca’e fer a
' zan to ta¥s nls wife on the street attsr Aark?
4 ’ wp, Towers: 7o, I den'y '-e"e'ter tee 'ndiv 13218

nare,

1 ras zoirg to say¥, e, Cpzirsan, t&as Lnere ¥as a
cetion rrevalled-- ¥ dentt rer=bor W2 werdirg, bul o the
effent Liat the Seor2%ary sht‘uxd el1per no%ily the d=legates

ty tois etreviar 1-tter, or noi’fy ‘tre 1oeal unions, tut 1

trepy nezisy 21l e-a delegates O ta present al wcls Ccunecil

vie - >

(e
' < zeetirng. wex itnhat 7ent 2i07g nicel7. T heard latsr--
1 donrt cet 30 see the Su. Louls J-urral very oftern, tut I .

peerd laser thad +he Bast St. Leuts Jaarna g6t nold of tris

preposec reetling-- £0% YLe ness of 13-- =nd e.dv-—rusod 1t

ag a mass-reeblling, The ccnsejisrces ¥eTe, e night that

> 4 Lty arpaarad W ra™2 Lrelr rrc'..estat?ens, a great nuwber o A
gecrle pacred the ity Fall, . .
¥», ReFers Rigit tnare, 1% scuiz srex in tvke yarer

K urs

ot 'ray 28th, the _»"er._r.,, paper, Anich was tha Jourral, t:tls

- rotlcs, shzalever 4as £fven, x2a13n'e 1t
Jdr; Towers: Iu Taurrnal-- T denes koox stet lavs 1

sra lharnal ~ade it parsicuiar-- gava thab rarticuiar

-l

W’ announcerent k2t thare 357114 te a rasz-maatirg., B1b i .
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£272 the date of tke neetlnz, stich wa2s of courss Yay 28th,

th

2 da%2 of the Council reeting,

- i

¥r, paker: ©UDid 1t o2ntaln 2 copy of ths notloe
sert out? . i ..
¥r, Towars: I havs nevsr sesn tns articlae, 1 had .

nevar szer 1t tiil tiat day. T ¥nos this, thet tkhe Bast ;

st. Louls Jouymal khas done everyi:irg possitle in the say
ef misrapresentation of tne 1abor movarent of Bast., St. . !
Lezls. Tn facy,Avket w2s the moathrlecse of the aenerles

o? istor, and 1o0st no afforts o roisss the rinds of the

~1b1%e, to eanfose the siiizers of Sast St. Leuls relative -
te th2 labor movarent,

¥r, Ra¥er:; Your vias zas iha% shen ther rubkllshed

etner 1% %as on the 23th,

(\]

44
[
)

<

o
@

"~
0

i

v}

3
M
h
<r
&
{0

cr
]
W

e

2732 or 26%h-- but anyhos 0 zive thz notlez of thalt zeet-

1rz, 1t sas dene %0 Injfura shat you men wara trying to do

to get htrest, falr, gropaer rallef? .
¥r, Towers: Yy honest orinisn ls, Ur, Raker, thal

zkere was no othar obleet In zinl Tut teo Iry IO £eb tae or-

gan?z2i labor movarent in tad; to try to do somathing, or

xate 4t anpear rablicly that L2 organizal lator moverent

2ff-rts ware In a direction other than thet wmalich they sere

Zfractad in. Ti:at 1s oy nonast orinion. There was hardly

3 rae4t'=: trat sorensne for mo-shs sheadl of thls tiza-- that

s~r2 ~re d'dn't tring out sora stazarevs, resd sore ciirring

.
3

or scmathing fror the Jerrnal 1a shlish the labor aoovemen

Tzs Jdelrv “3iy--? = zer i
s Jdell aravely In &tlch tzera xas Jailtarats misrerresenta-




tion, The s2ara%taly on a nurber of occasiona sas instructed

te write articles %o refate the staterent, He wouid rerorg
that he hed sent one to the mtdstm ed!tor, and he got 1ittle
1t ary éons!deration, or he sould publish i1¢ if ke could
blue penctl it. And th=t mas the conlition that existed.
Fow, theﬁﬂburnal, I dont4 think, £ould hardly exist cn sube
.s3riptions from iabtoring mwen in Bast St. Louls sko ¥nom con-
d1zions in Rast Si, Louis, Y don+% think the worringmen
who wndarstand Rasy ot, Louis nculﬁ satserites for that paper,
I think mns$ o0 ther read the st. Touls papers, I don't A
toink 1% could exist in Bast St., Louls-- twat s 1y psrsonal
Opinién-- 1f 1t =asn.% suprortad by some unseen pomer,

¥r, Raasr: You felt from wnat you saw in the,paper,
as you hav: described now, that the Jouraal #as zolng out
0f the #av, not oniy once, tut at all times, te try and in-
Jure unien lador, nisrepresent 1t in ihelr effort to get
btatter conditicns and tetiar wages ard shorter aours, and, in
otﬁer sords, to betier tiae men and their fazrilies?

¥r, To:ers:‘ They daliberataly, I telleve, raxrsx
misreprasantad :abor on all occasions in all its 2fforts.

¥r, Raker: Fow snat 1s thl!s xman's nare that runs thls
paper?

¥r, Toxers: I have heard this mornirs 1t zas Iexmx J,
0., FPirk, T don't ¥now hfm. I don,t thinr ¥ have}sm ret him,

¥r, Raker: Js he tze elltsr, nos, or tze prorrietor?

¥r, Torerss

Nr, Re¥er:

T think he 13 the proprietor ari eilsor,

In otrar sords, he 1s two in one?
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¥r, Tozers: I think so, but T ar not poéitﬂ ve.

¥r, Raker: And who is the reporter? S ;
¥r, Towsers: I nave heard tals mcriins cne of ths -
reysrisrs' name is Reed. T don't knos whethar thay have
cne cr =ore. A ' ‘ i
¥r, Raker: .-Yo(z don't ¥nows what Reed's namelis?
. Ir. Towers: No, o , o ‘
¥r, Raker: %ho d3d they hﬁv# at thié t:‘me"i' Was ReeAd.
L2 reportar at this t.QS;not ‘ ' | ' '
A Volce: Mo, Reed aas the advertising man =t that,
Pepk@s=s was "che\ Tegportar, 3 .
¥r, Towers: Ani from the statemenss T have healid, vr,

Chalfr==n, relativ2 t{0 the Journal, I bellawre ihat thelr dele

iherats chlest-- and T can't Nelp but feel tka’ some unseen
poFes #2s5 Yehlind ther In trying to continucusiy eanfuse tﬁe‘
effsris of labor iIn 3ast got; Louié.
¥r. Rakeur: Just teli the Cormitize-- fust explain
%C =2 To~milttse 10w shat _;rou Telleve tk_is :mseen‘ pcwe:fnas.
”r, Tovers; I co:ildnot ra¥a r.hié as Z<s?%ive. Tuhat 1s

y r=rsonel orinfon., Yy personal oninlon 1s 1t 1s the big

5]

Intzra2sts, the erpi~vi-g interests of Rast o%. lLeuls,

*&r, Ra¥er:"~ Hew w2re thsy unseen? £o7 ceuld they
ganlir z=%2 thae ed’Ztor? That is shat you rezan? Hos would
4nt2resta get behind thealisor? :

“’r. Towers: I don't kros how t.ey %2ald do 1t, ¥r,
Ra¥er, Tat T beilave that 1s gernerally Ynown avong most in-
teillzz=znt reople in this ccuntry that 7a2n¥ of tha powarful

Irtarz=s13s control the blggar part of cur press,

o~
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¥r, Ra¥er; welil, this particular press now, how
413 ther controi tkhils rar and his paper?
vpr, Towers: I dem't ¥now, poésibly through their
influances, -
¥r, Ralker: Teli, Low? I aﬁ rathar gense on
just ~#hat you mean?
Nr, fowers: ¥eii, not-having any positive informa-
cioﬁ or positive fact——
Mr, Raker {(Interrosing:) ﬂreli, wha:ﬂis your bhalief
on how thay d'd 1t? Fow 344 they do 1t? :

. ¥r, ?oﬁers; Beezias e I'cruldn't gae whara there
f0uid ﬁe any gain %0 tke Journal to deliberately and con-

1huous1y misrapresent lator, 1ts efforis, 1 something vasn't
peh’nd 1t. Tt sent cus o8 1%s way, 3pparen;ly,”to confusa
the efforssfof isbor, poiscn the winds of the general publle
aga‘nst the laboring xer of Fast St, Louls,:

' ¥p, Rakar: "has T ce-=n't get vet 1s, the laboring
men weré attanding 40 k=™ osn bus'na2ss ard trying to do
shet they thought was rizki, to benefly their conditlions or
better thelr conditions. -The blg interasts seres running
the?r plants, Nouw Just &Ly should a paper or the men con-
neetad aith 1% take the Tig 1ntérests as against‘labor?

Yr, Toxars: wall, there i1s a statament that I
vanted to ma¥e, that T telleve would bringz that out later,

2LuT5
bﬁt T o=

I h2d resarved 2, ~a¥e 1t now,

My, Ra¥er: MNo, den't interfaere with your statement,

N et e emeen et 4
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’ Vr, Towars: BPaecause 1t would be juits a long story,

shile I war.t to he brief, -

Mr, Raler: Don't changa your method of giving your
statzment, and vcu can give that later, Go ahead witp your ,
statement.'A |

!r.'Towers: Now, Y%r. Chairman, bafora I rorgét it, |
thare is another statement I wsould like to make with refar-
ence to testimony that has been glven here, 7 havs heard -

erployers-- one was a reprasantativs of the Arerican Steel

Company, testify-- . ;
~- Mr, Jounson{interpcsing:) Thot was his name?
¥r, Tosery: I forget hils name-- ¥r, Rosch, I Teliave,
T am not sure, One was ¥r, Nulsen of the Yalleable Iron
767 ror¥s, ¥ remenber him, T rermerver nlm from years ago, when
I w28 3 mxeh younger man, The ccmrlitee asked those twb am=-
rloyers xhrat they di; for thelr erploves., T think both of
them mads the statsment that they furnlished therm sashing
factliities, not and zoid water, chénge piages, to chaﬁse
ciothes, Now I Just wanted to get tkhls in the record, that

that 13 rot done with any creilt to any of those employers,

.at 1s the State law in the State of Tilinols, and I want
Y0 furthzr state that cne of the Amarican Steel plants, Y
don't ¥now whether it 1s the one in‘East St. Touls or ons in
Granite Z3ty, had %0 be prosecuteld by tre Tepartrent of Fac-
3 torys Taspaction of the State of Tliinols to enforoe that
~ash Lousa law, I merely wanted tn rentlen that to show

] that they did that with no creddt to thersalves, It was
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cerruisorr, I don't know thes rature of their wash houses,
I Jnow there are many complaints still in this industrial com=-

runi ty that they have only made a bluff in carrying out the

las, Tie gentleman fror the Missour! Yallasble Tron ¥orks

say%he hzs had no labor iroubleg--

yr, Cocpar !Interposing:) Tho was that?

¥r, Tosxers: Mr, Nvlsen, T want to tz;;r and point
out that scrx2 of tne reasons ¥hy there has been no labor
troudbles trere--~ 7 told you I worked there 21 years ago.
Yr, ?’ulsan‘:as then in soma official capacity thers, I._think
be 1s in the same eapasity. I mant to poini out to you
that even %h2n Le ¢ould polnt ouv that he had some highe
priceld lahor, The ccndition eristad at that time ﬁ“refer-
enea to ;r;rd iater in which a big powerful nezro with scme
atiliwvy to control rmen was givesn ths gensral eontracs for
unioading of cars, He #as pald so ruch a toen., J hkavs no idea
“hat 1t #was, e then hired negross to nelp nim unload tha
caras, He paild Lhem Whataver he could get tzam to work for,
but he go% a stipulated prica frorm the £irwr, 7T heard 1t stated
aven at that tire that he made saven or elght dellars a day,
avi he ¥as 2 latorer. Thera sas a cond!ition thst prevalled
out there at trhat tima, and T am told tkhat 1t prevalls at
this tizme, (kat a man that even intimated ‘oining a labor or-
ganlzadion »ag discharged 1mmediately. I am told that on one
occasien thl’s ran that I mentioned yestzsrdary, ¥r, Tigert,
ceilibverataly assanlied an erplove of that riant, T think about
17 years 2zo, shortly after T 1laft thare-- for even discussing

and planning a meeting of the exployes to organiza a wnion,
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Aftar assaulting tiae man he sent Lo tie boy's sister-- or
the young mants sister-- that worked in the cors room-- he
was making coras-- he went to her and told her that the dboy,
her brothar, hed been discharged, and t.ha;jhe sould no% swear
out o warrant, wouid not prosecite him for the assault, that
he could eoma hack to tha Job; but that if he did, that she
also would lose her Job, That is one of the things to show
the possrs used to Yeep down organizatlon, -

I wart L0 point ous that only last winter-- I don't
know .whethar 1% was Decerber, January or Februéry-- that a
young man-- or not a young wan; a riddle-aged ran, sho 1s
nos the moulders' reprasentative-- vas called to that flang,
He wmor¥ed ther’e abou% the time I did, end later, years. 280, '
Ee lmes some 0f the old;ar amplioyes, He ~¥as called there ‘
by bthe wowiders, whe desired to organize, He told tkem
that in build’ng an crganization in our organization it
¥as necessary o te sincere about it, He held severalmeet-
inzs with ther, and they shosad their sincerity, thay rept
juiet, rnd I think somelzs or 30 Jolned the organlzation.No
demands were mai- uon the corpany. It seems the company
hed someon: 2t Lhe zeeting wno browrkt hLack tie siory of
the efforts of %he crganization, 2nd the under forecen . ent
tc %hess nen tLe nrexi day and told them that 1P tzey wanted
t0 sork thera <hsy would nave 10 tring their sards ani their
due bhooks and tires tler in the ket ladle ard burn thex up.

Othera!se thay would khave no Jtobs, Thay 9ld him they rra-

ferred o %eep the’r o d AL ool
P %helr cards andfiooks, and left the Ilant,

R




dis last rerort on that shop was that he had initiated some
54 men, and that 47 had Yeer discharzed up to his report at
that time, and told pilainly that thay were discharged be-

causa of the faot that they nad lolned an orzanization, Some

of them'wanted'to strike,-
¥r, Coopar: ' 47 out of 5417 )
- ¥r, Tcaers:' Yes, sir; 47 ocut of 54, 2rnd 1t 1s gensrally
assumad that the othgrs have sinca been discharged, Taey
never suffeted any, because he ¥as able to seeuée them bettar‘
:cbs; éore monej, in fair shops, So thare.w9s no ioss to
those xen, Tua cémpany vas really ihe lesar, aé these cen
who lolned sere tuelr best meckanlos. Soma of tier wanted
9 strive the plant, He advised agzainst 1%, tedauss ﬁhesé
Cactd I
relloaﬁAiamediately get :ops, and 1% was doubtful whether tae
other hoys would wart te loin the orgzanization, and tze roliszy
of the londders' Organization was te have a mors complata
organlzation helore they wouid atiexrt 45 go into 2 strike,
¢scecially after they hed airead} discoerged taat nurber of
men. ' .

They 13 one of tha re=: - - MLy 7ou 2an't crgenize in

B2st St, Louis,

I will teiil vou another Instance that I fersonally zake
3 as a2 s¥Orn statement, to ry Jmcsladge. 4t the time Y weorked
there a man wasn'$ pald the full dav.s wazes, TFor instance,
_— ke zads s0 many castings. Re nay giva 1a elghtr castings
for Lis day's wor¥, Lls dayrs produet., Th2 tizskeaper s11l

tak2 dowsn the elplhiy eastlrnps, Taree davs lat-r ne wxoald

'Y rake 2 renrort on that day's sork, He would ma¥e a report




scxetiing 13%e $ais-- they varied dalliy, arnl they would vary

acsoriing to the nurber of castings the xer had, On the

[N
{

“wo : - R '
27's vork o ¥edtw he Lad zlven 1n elgkty caatiggs, he would ‘

rors 73 good, three troke, That wo:1d be all that would

-

s ]
]

T2 acecrunted for, That 32uld bz tke castings that yvou would

PR

te 2231 far, You acuid as¥ shat terave of tle other castings,’

[T

Te dcn't Fnow, Thaer were possitiy losﬁ ard xould turn up
iatzr, Oécasionallj one or & o soul: tarn up.,  Some
oiizr rerort may bring out 2 frazifoz ~ore than had been re-
crzé:‘in tas day's work three days tefors, but the great
=s rrarondarance of 10ss as 2gainst tke zaln %=s alvays in

favor of the corpany. *70st 0of tha seriren at thot tire

ta2i2zved I ®as a deilbzrate rlan tc dailterateliy take some
: . of thzir 2arn’ngs. They Lz=d no rasoinized rethod ©f :zetting
crftees, Tu aas plece-scorr, Tihery Lzd ro r2gular sat price

’ ‘ for a gtven lob, I7 che zzn would .orx at z2 tob for a
gi7ven zrisze, and wowdd leavz :ae‘shc; 2nl sca=s Otier zan

or¥ on the Jot, i he shiczad dissatisfaction he

)
1
c*
[
e
<r
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5938 Y2 givun a 11ttle rore rrice, 724 navar ¥mex shat was
789 ol -, 4o Ye yeur prize fer a day's aory, In that day, Just
=s secr 25 a2 man becars d2ssatisfiad, 27 they csuadn't
5221587 them by payiqg'zhe: a 1ivtle zore, tr=y elther left
ol r=2ir cen voilvlon or sere difschar-ed, T ar toid turough
22r orcanfzer that these sz~ 54 ren, xiom ne Inftiated into
2 ergantzation last vintsr, told iz that that gsare gondi-
tfen rravalls, They der'y =ven, up %t n's dav, receive.

ray, They rava ro sy-tsz In snhish a ran can
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feal satizfled inat he is bheing pald for al~_thet is corming

%0 him. om shat is the conditlon with refsrence to

skilled =norYers. That 1s the moulding departagnt,

Yow thz Arerisen gteel, I heatdhim say-- tae representa-

tive of the Amer?an Steel-- in ansser %o Yr, Coor:r's jues-

tion #ith referenca to the i2-hour day, as to sky there
shouldn't be 2 siorser hour, he stated it sas tre desire of
the eméloyes for = ionger working day, ¥e nhavs mexbhers,
mouldeEs, employai at tha American Stael. Last spring

they diseouss2d a short hour asork day. Thsy teo¥r 1t wp in
the!r reeting and rresantad tarcugh tkhair corxittee-~ or
asked through thelr comnittee-- for a confererce #ith the
represectatives of the compeny, Lo dlscuss a suortar work day.
The oficlals 36ld tiem plalnly they souldAtélerate ary cone
sideration or 2ryr discussion of 2 short:r sorkirg day, They
teld tihem fran¥iy thare souid be 2 confllet 17 taey warted a
shortar werking day, tut thay vould conslder an incrsase in
sages. The natlonal crganization advised no eenflist, and

te ancert as thet v/ me the lincrease In wages in 1lea ¢f the

sporter ~orring day. » competing riant in Granite Tiw, of
the Amerisan Steel, Jmoaings the Comronsiealth Suzei; in shich
neavly evers d-pazricent is organized, met tkha'r erpicyes, dis-
cussed the efgri-hoar day, end =~tually put It into elffect

in most of th= departments, In the onz 3arartrent, the
moulding dsraritrent, they Sound 14 s=2s 1qrractic§ble +o werk

% out, Theyr xonld have 1o revoiutionlze uz=21r shors. Thelr

(¥

trairn service co:idn't be aorkad out 1o rake Lhe 2iiflis-hour

7

PV

day wor¥ en thrzae skifis

n tiie reulding demrtrert, They had
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met tha sare wage conditions as the Amerlcan and even tettar,
"hey then confarred xith thelr men and reached and understande
ing-- tnelir organized sor¥erg-- nhereby thev #ould recognize.
a2 bVasic aight-hour day,and would go beck te tha nine-hour da&,
bui would pey ther wvime and a helf for the exsra day and wculd
enly ask that that te done while thery aeras éxtremaly busy, as
a4 war measuras, That xas the agresrent that was ssrvzd ous
between tha d17ferent mechanles-- thelr different crzanizae
tions at tkat pi=nt, ~Aven after they had sranted tre eﬂ.ghﬁ-
ncur day, the ‘co,rr.pany racognized the basic day and pro«ised
dust 13 soon as thiz times ever slackened any, that they s-uld
again put the eiéh‘c-hcur day Into effesct.

¥r, Coopar: That plant was taav?

¥r, Tozers: Tnat 1s the Arer’can St2el, tha-test or-.
ganizad plart, in so far ss lator organ’zations 15 s-rearned,
ir t-Asaxa;.a..g. E_.E.x;y 2d this slthouy any confilet, wfthout
ary 11l-faellrg sven, ?;et-:.eén the laboring szen and ila exploy-
ers, T g:srely rentlened that (0 shos that the statamenss
22d° hare sere risleading; that the srrloves of the Arerican
cteel Plart atd want 2 sserter aor-ing day, and trey varted
26 trirg 3%t 2bout harmeorlously-- at least the organized wmory-
ars. He rad: the staterent on tks stand-- [0ss!bir k2 rade
It truwhfidly ard sould rake ftdar_rly only %0 tha= cnes that
Le +a8 sZeakiry of, and trhat was these twelve ¥8 a day ceonrmen
laterirg ren, He &1dn't tell, and the forrltiee 324n't ask
Lir at that tize, s te the sage cenditiens ¢f cearen iatorers,

4
It has beer reiery:G to re fer yesrs that brelr cozren iatar A

-
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wers paid 20 cents an heur in the Steel Plant, It 1s now,
I think, 25 centa an hour; sommon 1abor;

Mr, Cocpar: “hat company is that?t

Mr, Towers: The American Steel-- that reportsd to
this ocommjttes that thalr common labor wmas paid 38 a day,
I merely mention that to bring out the fact of lower wages,

Ve, Raker: He admitted that was only 12 men, and
even that the skilled laborers ware getting from 34 to $6
a day; dut thasae twelve men were of a peocullar typs, men
rajuired hecause of thcAhoavy Jod, ‘

¥r, Towers: Absoluteiy. He sa‘dq thars wers 1400
men thers, Hs didn-.t give thes wages of any excep=~thc
t#slvs laborers and ths mechsnioes, and thers 13 a great
nurber of othar workers besidss those tselvs and the me~
ckanios; and thosa ars the ones I refer to. Y don't think
the Committes at that time asked him about »ny of those men,

¥r, Coopar: That wag an oversight, 1f that is sé.
+hat 414 vou say they wers getlting?

¥r, Towers: It mas rsported-- I nevar sorked there.
I have never besn in ths plant-- 1t has been rsportsd that
ths wazes prior tn 1916 were 17-1/2 to 20 cents an hour, I
think adbout 20 ¢ents an hour, Sincs then I think they have
gone up to 25 cents an hour for common lador,

- Now, Vr, Raker, I would 1like to tell of the afforts

of common labor to bettiar 1tsslf, and T want to be distinatly

aray from organizad labvor for a time,.

Mr, Rakar: You want to dram thas dist8nction?
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vr, Towsrs: Yes, for a time only,

Mr, Raksr: Pirst, for comron labor to better 1tself,

having no relation to organization? - o : i

Mr. Toxers: For a time; I will get to thad gradually.
Mr. Raker: Then to organized labor? e \ o
¥r, Towersa: Ygs. Now organized labor in Bast St. |
Loﬁis aas well abla to take cars of 1tself, because it was
oniy-- with few exgaptions, 1t was only thé mechanios that
were organized, They hava their conditions, and wers able to
ta¥s ocars of them, Very fan’n;groes'interfered with thair
ladbor. Fa¥ nsgroes wers put in thelr 1line of wérk, 80 there
couldntt have been a great feeling of organized labor against
the negro as %o how.he may affect organized labor, Or- -
ganized labor no doubt 31sliked to ses thair tosn overriden
with nagroas, There 1s no doubt that every ran felt that
he would hate to sae ihat condition, I helievs 90 per cent
of all the peopls in East St, Louls fz21% strongly on that
juestion. - ‘ .
I t0ld you yesterday of the crael oonditioﬁa that
existed here in the deprassed psriocd shers hundreds of men
stood at the gates; and since this grsat influx of negroes

3 that is a condition that

haes existed with this negro labor all over. The few greedy
employers in Rast St. TLouis have desirsld in this scarce time--
T will call 1t scarce itime~- of labor, that thers should de

hundreds saiting at their gates, and they succeeded in keep-

ing tha%t ccnditicn., Their wages were scall, In the fall of
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1915 conditions bagan to pick up gradually throughout the
nati~n, and in the spring of 1916 there #as a cgns_iderablo
shifting of u:én from one jJob t0 another, and seeking out
the hizher paltd Jobs, That is, the mnorganized labdor,

The first effort made to incre-=ss wazass was mads by
ths track morkers Zor the Rast St. Louis and Suburdan and
ralated enzranies of Rast st. Louls, Tha reason I say "re- ‘
lated co=raniss® i1s becauss it 1s hard to follom them all,
There are saven companiss with ons head in and ahout this
cormunity,

Trhe $rack workers asnt out on an unorganized strike,
It mas juile a serisus proposition, They wars in ;; vay
forced sut. Yt sesmed that the feos dnnatituted themselves
a commiites & thras or five, I forgst which; visited the
owners azd asked for an increass from 17-1/2 cents to 20
certs an nour for their lador. They were then working ten
hours s d=y, The company immediately discharged them,

They asked other workmen on the Job to take thelr places,

to £111 the places of the discharzed men. They refussd,
They ware discharzed, These discharzed men imrediately want
over the s-stam and suoceeded in inaugurating a corplete tie-
up, the znst complete tie-up in the way of a striXe that has
evsr beasn ralled off in this cormunity, 7Tt raschsd from
Alton to Rast ct, Touls, and from Bellaville to »ast St.
TLouls; up *nto N'Fallon f;\nd the surrounding towns, or wxher-
avsar the sireet car company's tracks reached, Thers they

gere on the sireei unorgsnized for the tiep-up. They came,
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scme forty of them carme to Belleville looking for somebody
to assist them in organizing. They called on me., Te ar-
ranged a reeting i1rmediately, =nd I told them that one of
the hardest things in the vorld would be to taks morg@lzﬁ
men on the street and bulld an organization and rake a suc-
cess of 1t; that wmhat they should have done-- they should
have organized Yefores they made any demands, VeTmrtheless
I told them 12 they wers sincare, that wxe would mrake the
effort, and T telleved that the antire comrunity would de
with them,
¥e built an organization that day-- started to bulld
an organization-- and selectsd a committee to reach the firm
in 2n effort to negotiate for a settlsment, The firm re-
fused to reet them. Theyr refused, T think, for over a month,
to meet them, They refussi to meat myself or Brother Ferr
in a3t o, Louis, or anyone thst representead the Arerican
Pedaration of Labor, These boys were given a ~charter direct
from the Arerican Pederation of Labor, The strike went on
for some six weeks. The streets in Rast St. Louls wers torn
up and a big ot torn up in Relleville, The Yavor in Belle-
ville called me and as¥ed me if BRelleville had to suffer
this tie-up all surmer, I savs "I dofi't Ynow,® He says
fmell, from the attituls of the street car company we are
golng to te tled up all summar on this Joh, beczuse they
“elalm they ara not goinr to make any effort to delliver any
772 material; they are *ust goinz to sit down until these men

get raady to core dback,® I sald *¥r, Vayor, what do vou

expeot me to 4o? Do you exnpect me to tell thess bovs to
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glve up their organization and ;eturnvto work?® He says
#] oan hardly expeot that,* ] ' :

The Mayor in Rast <t. LQuis called me, He ;aid :
that the merchants wers bushing §im heoause of the torn up

condition of the streets hars in Rast St. Loulis, and he wanted

to ¥now what conld be done, 'I told hfm I belleved that if
he would use his Influence, snd the wavor of Relleville
would use his influence with the company officlals in arrang-
ing a conference, that possihly we could work out a solution
of this matter and get the men to rsturn to work, ¥ind you,
every community was strongly In sympathy with these undere
p2id wor¥ars, and waere glad te ses them ma¥e the effort to
better thair conditions,

Tha Yayors visited the strset car company, who had
snobbishly refused to treat ®ith committees of their own men,
or any one rerresenting these ren, A coq?erenca was reach-
ed 2nd it was sgreed that thae men ws011d raturn to wofk rend-
ing arbitration., That waé all carrisd out then orderly.
There never was a fight during that stri“e; thare never
w23 a blansk ave, .

The men retiurned to wor¥, and the arbitration didn't

tring them very rmuch. It brought them ahat they formerly

asked for, 20 oents an hour, and an agresment for eighteen

- months, whish exnired Dessrber 31 of 1917) Thev sncceaded
in recognizing the union. Thev rromised to mset thair ocommit- #
teas; thay recognized them ejther through a commnittee or through

any *ritter grisvance that they may prssent,

L4
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¥r, Foss: How long 4id that striXe last?

Vr, Towers: 2bout six weeks, from the 1atter part
of Yay, T think it was, th; 23th or 30th of ¥aw, t111 a'bbut
tha middle of July, tn the hest of my wemory. Anwaay, the
settlerant w=s drought about ‘v tha men, at =y =3vics, re-
turning te work pending arbitration, ¥hen tkew returned te
aor¥, then of course the matter ans morked out. :‘l'hair : ’ !
agraemant exrirss next month; at the end of ‘ﬂ;is vear, »

The company showed bittarness at the start. They .folt
thet i1t was beneath their dignlty-- they ahow‘ed’it rlainly--
to meat the cormittes and to meet ;cyself. ‘fhey rromised
tha Vaver of Rallaville that they would sllom re in tho'
confearanca, Tha committees had made !r‘ina rei=sis for
ds7s snd davs to admit elther myssif or Yr. Verr or some -
resprasantative into the conference, They rersistently rs-

fused, and the first day T went there soms of7icial in the

comnany officza, or soms under offiolal, asked if 4t was
upderstood that T was to be in the conference T s+vs "That
is the zmdorstandinz;‘ T rot £rom the Vavor in Peilevilie;' I
say3 "Wos 1? 1t 13 goling to be obnoxlous tn the officials of

the companv, T 2m not golinz to intruds uron tke=_ T hope,

though, thev will 1lst me stay in the conference,®»nd 1t was
£in=11y agread that thay would allow mre in the ec~nference,
Anwway that tronhble wag settled successfully »sithout any
troubls, wighout anv fights, and an agreerant btrought ahout

in which the comnanY aprsed to recornize thelr cormrittee,.
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and arrsed that they wonld not disoriminate against any
773 7 werber for his or their activity in this or that organiza-
. tion, . o o . _ » -
The boys built 191ts an organization: They h=d soms
300 men, =rd thev put = representaﬁive to go on ths Job an;l
¢21leat thelir duas, '!'h«iy rald him a weakly s2larv., He was
an aotive, a very bright 1a4, snd very diplomatic. He ¥new '
how to Yeasp outlkr trouble; he dnea how to éet. ren }mto the
- organization sithout troudbls.

¥r, Re¥ker: Who us# thls young man, nos?

C gt 8

vr, Towers: T.erog; Yatoalf, one of the treck work-
ers who was chosen from thelr nurbsr to ast s their re-
pressntative or business agent, to g0 on the job and -!nlo
t1ate, collect dnes, snd ddxmmtxdd collest Infti=tion Pess
from nes men starting to work,

Mr, Raker: w~hare wns tl;is settlemrent ﬁad? ‘
:; : Vr, Torers: This settlerent ®as in the of’fice of
the Rast =t. TLouis and Suburban and related comranies, in
their officas on Collinsville pAvenus, in Julv, 1916. That

wes the first effort of nnderraid lador as 3t rertains te

orzanized lohnr to battar ledbor conditions, T telieve
1 avery laboring ran--
Yr. Raker (interposing:) You didn't mean that, d4d
you? Yol mesn that w=s the so-dition o#unnrgsn!zed 1abor?
Vr, Towers: Prior to that tims, and that was the
first effort of unorganized labor to bhatter i1ts onndition as
4 it perta!n.ed to organized lador. That #3s an organized

effort-- the$ 13, after thay had been on the streat. Thair
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first effort was an unorganized efforsd. Anyway, they
were sussassful in duilding mite an organization,

Mr, Ra¥sr: JIn other words, it was startad by unor-
e2nized mani » ‘ -

Vr, Towers: RExactly,’

Mr, Raker: 0fn striYe, and then by reaceabls, honest,
oropsr methods, business rethods, to detter their condﬁ-
tion theyr did erganize; they went to the company and suc-
ceeded in getting soms bettar conditions? .

Vr, Towers: They got hetter coniitions, amd 2 nro-
rise-- the 2greement rrovided for a shorter working day
starting »ith January, 1916, from ten doan to 9-1/2 hours.

It was evident that the comrany wss dissatisfied,
thourh, that those men should hsve an organization, and I
am golng to roint out shyv it was evident and wshy I telievs,
in srits of their ureement,' their rain desirs was to dis-
rupt thet organization in 2 rather diplomatic method.

The mansger told me, in the ssttlerent of this
troudble, that i1t was taking the last drop of bleed aut of.
him te meat that sm211 inerease, He s2i4 it rather bditterly
in a xay vou would »lmnst be inclined to believe it, Im-
mediately after this small increase in wages, whioh meant
22 a day instead of 1,75, the corpany sub-let its xork in
Bast St. Touls to a c:i;brqctor. This contracter paid the
sama ¥ind of lader, unn‘rgnnized, €2 25 a day for the same
¥ind of wark. 7Tt mas evident the oblenxt of the company was

to showx the unorganized wsorkers that they could get mors dv

ot ® o P s
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774 being unorganized. _
Mr, Raker: Who sas this ran that almost had tears

in his voice whan he said this?

Vr, Towars: Vr, ¥V C. Yevers, surarintsndent ef

the Bast ot., Louis & Suburban Railway Company, and related

" o e

cempanies,

.

¥r. Ra¥ker: You d1dn't believe that his tears
wers really gemiine? |

¥r, Towers: I coinldn't believe he was sincers, =nd
l1ater devalorments--

¥r, Ra¥ar (Interr~sing:V Ts he superintendent
now?

Ve, Towars: 7T thin¥ he is, T.atsr devslopments--
nos shat ¥ ssy T don¥t 27 #ith malice against this man.

Mr, Ra¥er: No, I aprreciate that,

VMr, Towars: Tater develorments convinced me he
#s2sn't sincere. *hen his company, throush a cnﬁtrsctor,
reid #2.25 a day for ths ssre sork that the company Was pave
ing %2 for, that convineed v= that he was insinasrs, =nd

thet the contrastor-- besides ths extra Juarter that these

men got, that the contracter was 21s6 ratting sorsthing at

le23t for doing this wor)y,

¥r, Fostsr: would vou rind my as¥Ing a jusstion
- there? The rdlroad company deas 40 soms work themsslves
3
Ti on treck wor¥, don,t ther?

Vr. Terers: They 414 wor¥ to the sxtant of 300 men,

or therashouts,
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¥r, Fostar: Do wvou ¥nox s.nythlngv about this state-
ment that this comrany paid 86 ruch rer day, so many hours®
wery, amd that lr; working on a trac)r‘ shers cars were passe
ing beck and forth, they docked these msn ons& hour ‘becau;o
they had' to g2t out of the way of the street cars?

Vr, Texars: Thers was a thraatensd striXYe at one
time, Yow during this agroo:r‘enf. J was called on mp.ny' times -
te rrevent those bng;s from violeting their arr-emant, and
T believe thet there was snder hond retheds ussed to try
26 rgat those doyvs to violate their agresment, which saysu
in cass of plvrievarooe there sh=1ll te no strive or look-
o1t, hut the griasvancs sh2ll be taken un and an effort

ralse to 2d fust 4t while the ren ars on the 2od., The company
#2s obligated not to lock the ren out, - nd the men in the
asrearent were oblisated not,.'t.o stri¥Xe rending narotiations.,
af course if 1t Fot to the end o-f the negsotiations, el ther
side was fres under the agreemsnt to act. There seamad to
be a thraatened sirive, and J feared thsv misht de success-
ful in getting the men to violats their arrsement =md
striv¥e. 7Y haard and seen in the rrass befors it reached

rs fro- sny of the bays that the comprsny had raid of £ a

great nurher of thelr wen »t nine hours instead of ten
hours, =nd shen thev as¥ed shat was the reason for the
sral) wagas, they wars teld thars was prqct!cally-an hour
] out of the tan-hour d=¥ lost in retting out of the way eof

the c-rs, Sora of the =orkers told zs that, T.oter ons

of the officials of the ceprany told ve-- ¥r, Pargons or

¥r, Yayers, T forgcet which-~ thet it w23 2n eversisht;
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Vpr, Toaers:

775 A% 23 mmkine

aY=tewant, noling

!r. Pcstsr;

Yy, Terers:
=2rive,.

arvar of th=t ¥ind

Zaxr lost tire, »nd

eryr, the comranvyis

¥r., Tewers:

“» Paliave 1, OF
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th=t 4t was 2 cierioal errer in ths office and he didn't
 Wxew who started that stery; and Y think he made publip

=rwouncerant thraurh the press to't.hat.. effect, But Wa'n}-

o=> thet was tke stery that fl@ated at the time and in- ' o

fIzwal net onlw tha track workers but everv othear workman

Te the pm.‘lt.y.’ ’ .

¥r, Foster:
B = ¥ritten staterent, or whathsr the rerortars :motqd

o =ing the staterant thet 4t was » olerieal errer, It

«=ams t0 e, thourh, thet the rress later 4id ma¥ke ths -

==>pr, or m=%2 in the office,

nex Dack tae monsy that was coming to them, and saved the

Ve, Fester.

%=¥rs, th»t tz= migta¥e should be 2 claric=l mista¥e and
= rade with eo wany men as to this ona hour,

wizga¥e had Teen mede and weiried, you mirht ba inclined

2423

-~

Rut they oorreasted tiut aftervards?

1 donet ¥nos whather hs oorrscted it

the officials, that 1t was s clerieal
They stoprrsed that then?

They storred 1t imredistely ard. pald .

Rather strange, wasn't it, that an
woﬁld ba mede, of ta¥king =an hour eut
the man gatting oug of the way of the
oan car?

Tt seamsd te ma reather a reculiar wis-
If the

eourss T couldn,t say it wasn ¢t true,
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Hewaver, as 7 told you, this same cempany r.-.!d a similar

S
.

cl=ss of )aber 22,25 a day through a contractor-- whe ware
unerg=nized, That showed the sirn Msincerity of thelir state-

ment that they comldn't pay mers than #2, and it w2s a

sting te the organized force;‘.luite s sting te cozren
l:bor in ths cemmunity, and I think the enly reason they
did §t was to discour=ge thils organizatioen,

Ur, Poss: How lensr after tha farmation of this

T e .

erganizsation was that done?

Mp, Towara: 7T think that very f£all, early that

f£211, in 1916. The orranization had corpletsd itself

and raturned te work abeut July, and ¥ thin¥ that s=ms fall
or 1ste that summar these conditisns existed,

¥p, Ralar: =23 this white labor er celersd?

Vr, Towars: Yhits and colorsd,

Vr, Raker: Taev were both paid the' sare prics?

Ve, Tewars: Poth praid the sams nrrice, .

v¥r, Ra¥er: &2,257

¥r, Torsrs: $2.25 a day,

!!i'. Raker: Colored unorgzanized ladber snd shite
unorganized lsbor; =nd these that had been erganized omly

rot #27?

Wr, Tomars: Thess that wara ergenized snly srst %2,

Vr, Rakepr: wor¥ine rraotisnlly an tha same err
systsm?

Mp, Towars: The s>me csr systam,and deine exzctly

the s=me work, with ths excertion thet in the tesn street




worlk thara wag concrete rut dewn by a machine, shaveled

T

4n by the materi=] being shoveled ints tha machine dy the
men. That was the only differense in that line eof werk
Zrom the sork that was done Dy the emplevas of the ergwniza-
tion, : ‘ - -
Vp, RaX¥er: Thav workad the same nurber eof heurs?
Ve, Tewars: The s*ms nuiber of hours, tan heurs

~reveiled, Rvary one remsrkad that, The business ren

AR

remarkad 1t te ro,

Vr. Foass: Haw wany msn wars thers receiving this in-
ersasad wagae of $2.25 from the contracter?

Ve, Tewarse *all, I would judge that this con- kL
tracter mist have had anywhere from sixty te ane hundred :
men empleved in Raat <3, Leuis sn different strests hare. ;

They morved even st nisht on sams of 1t. At first, in
the earlwv part of the erganizatien, the merders ef thls
orgsnizstion wers doiny that very wmsork, After that it
w28 given eug tea a contractar, of courss, te sscene these
men bsing rl=ged in the orgsanizatioan,
¥r, Fess: ®all, how rany moen ware warking undér :

<*hils other arranrgement, th»t ssttlement?

VP, Tewers: At the tims of the ssattlerant, sare 3ﬂ§ ;*
776 ovsr the entire svgtem, And their merhters 2t the aarly :
sattlenent were deing this vary werk that was later theam ]
siven te a gontraoster, and the only w2y in which you ceuld

reach the cantrsaier with an arresmant would de to neretiate

#1th him, as tha cempany«s agresment hnd nathing te de with

the gontractoer.
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¥r, Raker: Did veu oall this t® the attentien eof
the men in charge of tﬁe system?

Ve, Toaersf Te the oempsny offi1eials?

vr, Reker: Yon.' A

Ur, Tewers: 7T never 4id., T never ind scoasien te,

¥r, Raker: Did the erganizatien? )

My, Tewsrs: TRey never teak that up in ;ny way with
the cempany. I did aprear at the edgpany's e¢ffiee on twe
or three #0nssians in dehalf eof this trask:, rerkers’uniem,
bteth st the selisitatien ef the men and thebnmpany. b ¢
will got to that, New as 7 teld you, there was an agrase-
mont-- part of the arreamant pravided ;hat there sheuld
be ne disoriminatiop argainst aotivities eof the men in the
intsrsst of their erganizatien, Vr, Vevsrs, tha oempany
efflcial, sesmed to figures that I had placed the repressnta-
tive of the workars sn the jJeb, and he galled me up ene tinme
and mad~ a.cemplaint that this business agoht was ranning
men off the Job, I teld him I would investigate it. 1 oame
down the naxt day and mat Mr, Vetealf, and hs teld an entire-
1y different stery, Hasmys that the men had taksn the
pesition that they wouldn't werk with these men unless
they would take out their cards. Hewever, Vr, Veyors--
we =3¥ad fer a coonférense and I teld him if his feremea
would Just act tha lesst bit diplematic with the business

argant and the workers, that there weuld be harmerny en the

Job, and thare would ba ne srievanes rs~och tha effice; and

the anly treuble that did exist was whers thess petty fers-
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l ron steed betwean the representative of tha ergzanizatien

and the workers whon hs was tryiag te get inte the erganiza-

tien. Mr, Veyers told me swr the telerhons that his rea-

son-- J s>y I have the dirsct evidesnce-- that he had got teo

have ladber, and ke could get all kinds of negre lsber, He

2 e et S Sy

teld this representativs later that ke was going te bring ia
nagrees and put them en the jed, am‘asked if their argnisao
tion would ta¥e 1n negress. They hada®t up te that time had
any negreas in the erzanizatior. - 7 .

¥Mr, RakXer: This is Vr. Vevars, superintendent of the
street ratlwsay coompany?

Vr. Tewars: VYes, sir, '

¥r. Raker. ¥hen was that conversatisn had?

.l.!r. Tewars: Vell; I think-- I just can,t give the
tims. I think 1% -ag in the fall ef 1916,

Yr, Raker: )§eut how late?

Ur, Tewers: Well, in the early fall, I think,

Mr. Raker: Some time 1a November, you think?
Mr, Tewsrs: Ne, it was earlier than that:

; r, Raker: Octeber? A '
yYr, Tewars: It may have besn in the early spring.
Mr, RakXer: And shere was this?
¥p, Tevers: That he teld ¥r, Wetealf?

- ¥r, Raker: Yes,

¥r, Tewsrs: In the effice, I taink, ef the cempany,

¥Ur. ¥atsalf went up te ses him,

s o)
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¥r, Raker: That they could get in ch;ap negro -
lador? . . . ) .
' \ ur, Tbiafs: He didn,t say "chaap negro iabot'; that
he could get all the negroes he wanted, I told ﬁin in spito
7 of the agreemsnt I though® ones of the reasons lhy:he couldn't
get labor was because of the cheapness of tha Jdb;- Bb.haa' -
called me in and asked me to supply him with labor. T told
him I oruldnet cnnsiatentl& st a man to go-on a Job for
$2 a day if he could get work elsewhere, a.nd._I wouldnit pro-
mise him, evan though he had 6rganized~eﬁnqitions. to,holp
him securs labor on that cheap Job, I wanted t&‘pbint éuf
also trat the boys asked, throwgh a cormuntoation to the of--
fica, 1f the company wouldr't reoren the agreerert tecause
of the increased iiving conditions, and regotliate for soze
1ittle better increase for the track workers, ths menbers
of that crganization., T ¢old hiz in the letier that they
reelized they were tied uwp in the agraezent through thelir
organization, ‘ " _
. Yr, Cooper: You sald *$ncreased living ornditions®,
You mea increased cost of 1iving?
¥r, Towers: VYes, sir. The compary never replied to
that letter, 80 I kave been tcld, dut did rut into effect
a tonus propcaition that never has been, so far as I can
vrderstard, satisfactory to those rartiocular zen. I bellieve
they incrsased theilr aa;e%throo dollars a month, provided
they worked avery day 15 tke month, If a man was tired and

ssen £it 10 rest a day, he mouldn't get Lis bonus, or so




cany days. I wouldn,t attespt tc say Just Low the benus i
wsas arranged, othar than to say It wa2s £3 a month increase,
providing he worked steady. Tha% =mas the way they met the
cozzuniostion asking for aponference to negotiate for a
1ittle more noney., They went atout 1t in the deat way they
could, ard they were entitled to x=ore éonsidérat!on.

Now it seemsd about that time that labor-- or onﬁ
a Jittle prior %0 that-- that common lator all ovar was
tecoring diasatisfied, ard Justly so., Thelr wages were
Lorrible. I think very fews skite wor¥ers in this country
sorked as cheap as thsy 414 in Bast St. Louls-- OF nsgroes
either, The packing Louse axzployes had a big satrike
sbtout three months folleaing, ¥ t&ink, the streest car track
zoTkers' strive in 1916. That w23 fust bafore the accusa- .
tion of the press of tre negroes beirg trougkt in hare for

r0iitical purpeses last f=ll,

Time went on, ard in the =;rirg scre of the workers
in other little plants mals uncrgzrized derards for wages,
The Alurminum Ore boys kst fall, 1916-- Ostcber, I think
1t was stated here-- wert or stri¥e, unorganized. Nr, Fox
»zs gone. Hs returned after thres cr fcur Jdavs and conceded,
2s has been stated here, all} cf tLe conditions that the aork-
ers asked for a$ that t'me, which wzes 2 reduction of hours
fror nine ard & half and tselve tc eight reurs; and an ine
erasged wage from, Y thirk, $2.5¢ for common labor to
22.75; and rachanios froz= $#3.5C uwr te #4.25, At least
ttat »as the rudblie annouiacemgnt as to wage corditions that

cilowed that strile,




It »as arterhhat that this here association of em-

Ployves mas tuilt, 1T met the gentleman, ¥r. ¥olf, the day
he came to Bellev111; seeking the attorney to geat a State
ckarter for the eéployes' organization, Ha t0ld me what he

778 wase geing to do, and I aszked hix i1f it was to bde a ladbor
organization for the rroteotion of smrlovas, He said ves,
I ==red hfm Af he didn t think that would he a poor substi-
tute for a real lador organization. He told me he thought
ttey would get along waell; that thsy had made a success of
their strike snd halieved thay would be atle to rrotaoct
tkemselves through this organization.

A faw months later T heaard that tha comrpany ras not
carrving eut 1ts promise to the werkers. T haard that from
tc7s in RBellaville whom Y ¥newm their faces, riding dack anmd
forth,

Yr. Raksr: This was the Aluminum Company?

¥Mr, Towers: This was the Aluminunr Compary-- that
irstead of paving %4.25 to mechanics they ware raving $£3.75,
£3.90, snd hadpnauguratad different mathcds of pay so as te

rednce the wages and gat away from their forrmar rrorise,

while the pubtliec, mind yveu, still felt that that ~onditlen

rravalled out thare, that ths Aluminum Ore was s good praying

T

institution, Howaver, statements began to fleat that
- tkheir »ages h=d besn reducad and their cormittees who had
nesctiated the formar settlerent ware teing discri~inated

apgeirst; =rd so within six weeks after the stri¥e I wmas satis-

fied thst there was gecing t¢o be further tronble at ths Aluminum
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Ore, frox ;2» stoerlies J could hesr en ths street, )

¥p, Ra¥Xar: Refere you reach that, 4id vou dhouli
with Yr. Polf 2t the time he aame over to Fellaville te ged
this 8lurinum Ors Pretantiva Asseciation formed, that it
wonld be hatter te lein the real lator erganizatien; that
he would get batter results?

¥r, Texars: That was the first time I aver ret !r._
!olf. His trether intrsduced ms te him t;mt.day, and I told
him that J felt that weuld bs a pesr substituts fer a laber.
erganizatien, a raesl later erganization, J falt that sooner

or later 1t »ould go te the #all, T tald hir I thought if

the company conld eontrel it they would disrupt i1t I teld

him that to m2 1% sppesred te be conrled aftar the Rockefsller
plea in Colorade, and that 1t wouldn't werk eut; that it had
ne forom bahind it; that the organized laber mevarment would
not racoegnize 1t; they would get ne meral assistance sven
frem tha organized labsr men,and J believed that Lkis lack ef
¥riowls dge of the genaral moverant left him feelirng that Y
wze mista¥en; that they could maka a‘success ef that insti-
tutioen, I teld him T didn't ~ant te disceursge Lim, but I

felt surs thet the tims would cema sooner or lat=r in which

the company would ~ither disrupt that or it aeu'ld have teo

savelve inte a rasl laber arganization. That s;as the con-

vers.ation hetwean ¥r, ¥olf and Y. Hs didn.t apgree a2ith me,
- He A¥Anet orrese ¥ hitterly. e ware stravgers; ‘ust re$

that day, srd 1t w~s ‘ust a pganer=)l conversatien, and his

theory was baged uron the theary that if all arrlevas in a

2

Plsnt Relerged to ons arganizatien, that it would de mere
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sffective than the A. F. T.. pelicy of the different crafts

in the different orzanizntiﬁnsi He d1dn+t oprose re girsmvly,
He Jjust felt that they hed boe; 80 succaessful in secrrirg thig
settlerant,that there =was a goed f.oling betnean the ren

erd the oompany; that they would retain their orzaniéatzcﬁ =xd
be 2bla te negotiate »ith the cemrany ard be abla to ta¥e cars
ef their 1ntereatsr Honaver, what has bS-n stated here, a
withaut my bering the Cemmittssa w!ih going ovar thﬁt, stst
thet whan the sompany couldn't fester the erganizatiem $€

was assential to them that 1t e disrupted, and whick swert~
u»l1ly bronght sheut the strike,

Yow» that, T halleve, nasrly éovaré tha labor tiﬂ&kle!,-
with the exaertion, 7 bolleve, of a sprurt in the Arerissw Siael,
I think the men want out unorganized.

¥e, Poss: When nas #hat?

¥r, Towers: T dones rerémher the date, That s tka=
strives of unnCranizadlsbor from the srring of 19186,

NWow t0 gat back to shy J telieve the compan} *rd this
Bast ot, Touls Journal-- tka bilg comranies-- lpbér, netra2Tral,
urorsanized laber, Qntra!ned ag to hoa‘to rrocedd fo tetiar
their énnditions. r:0ssibly fearful of trving to organize iu&—
fore they rent out, or not understanding hos to go akoat ft,
rent out in unorganized strives, They thipk that tke tis
errlovers of Fast St. T.ou's realize that organized 1sber s-cal
rasdyv and%ere #1311ne »nd xould go out of their rlace. Fracw
srrnsolantious unfon man In the cormunity w25 re=dv to sa2=¥If¥ms
his tire rhenaver s1lled uron to assist thoss unergnizel zorh-

ers to get out of the horrors tha% existed in Bast St. Teais.




o

]

PN

KER
e LT TN

266

I think that the influx of negrces was the 9hallenge to the
unorganizsd to ¥Yeep julet and stay on their lobs; that t.hero
%28 no hope that they would hetter tﬁeir conditions, snd they
succeaded in flocding the town to the extant that thar-o nsre
three men t0 ona ‘'ob, 7 balleve, ev;n to fr-eet; that poor wage
condition, Of course wages did corré ;xp. They Jumpad.frcm
about 17-1/2 ‘cents.in about ® vear to 22, 25 ard 27,

Wowx to show you t.he)mhatur‘al wage oondition that existed,
21l s-rmmdAt.he;e little toans, snai]: erplovers that ons would
really telisve souldn't reet a sage condition nearly so well
a3 big .employers, were pﬁyir;g gor the sare labor, the same
xind of laber, 34 cents an hour-- or 30 sents an hour-- shen
Rest ot, Touls was getbting the sare 19b6r for 22 cents an
hour; and we have haen t0ld in confarence in small tawns by

errlovers, nublin serviee corrorations, water companiss, for

inatance, that they couldnrt afford to mest the & new ‘norease

_in the smeller towns which they asked for, which was 35 cents

an Vhour, an elght-hour day, They had the elght-hour day, 35
cents an hour, They s~i1d4 "¥a 2an gét all t;he men ~8 want in
Bast 2%, Touls for 22 cents an hour deing tha sa‘une~ kwork."
That showed the unnatural erndjtion that existad in Rast St,
Louis as 4o ladep, A most Lor-iblelcondition existed, To
me T don,t seae how the roor unfortunats devils could bs as
patient as they were, To re I could oritiocise them for going
out unorgsnizad, They must hiavs hen dasparate, I bellave
even %oday thay are desparates, Y hsliave that from now on,
though, that thelr wages are golirg to coms ur, 7Y heiieva the

~blistity that this comrittae has hrounght in this cormunity
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i8 goin& te raise the wages of the roor unfortvn=te, unde;paid‘
common lator of Rast St. Louls, I believe tiis Cerzittea's %
tnfluence 1s going to do that, if nothing else, the rubliioity |
of this einre rattar as to the vndarpsid and sxploiteh 207K=

780 ers of Zast St, Touis #ith thelr long ﬁeurs. I h»ve heard
erntinucusly the statemrents of good wagas u} kare to attract
the recro frop the South, To ma i1t has been the roorest vage
that T conid imagine north of the Ohjn River, riskt in this
cormmity, Tshor w2g saverelv exrloited here, Thers was no
incentive for anvihing so far asg labor 3s ccnoerned, Thay
wouldn,t give thar any consideration excert 2 ~tsllanges from
the syrlovars to stav in vour nlsse; gden't 2ttesns te novs;

.

we'll flrocd vouwr ‘ob aitth negrees, Th=2t ~=23 the 4dirsct
ch=llerss, #rd T Yelfeve that the Rast -8t Touls Tonrnal wanted
to involve the ishor roverent at »1l tires; creats 2 fseling
that souid soconsr or latsr get tha2 orgznized iator mevament
in b»4, becauss ¥ talleve they feared, the %ig erricvers

farrsd-- 2741 T beilsva thelr fears are poirng %o ¥2 ;rounded--

T telisve thare 43 g0inS to te succass in tasxt d"rection; I

thin¥ Prst St, T.ouls cormon labor 33 vet golny to Ye organized--
T believz that 4he Ragt St. Touls Jourrn=l, 3 1t cc1ld in the

interests of the hig enprloyvers, discourace later, rut ths labor

y zeverent o2 this corrunity in 1ll-rspute, sour the somvunity
arainst urorganized l1abor, that than these roer nfortunates
cOulz?Ss‘ 2nv ssalgtanne and oonld rever siccasi 1In Yettering
thelir arnditinns,

vr, Cooner: T.at me ask you » -mesticn richt nos, so Y 1

can nwrdarstend vour exa ot statemant, The street c»r strike
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was v unnrgnni?ad labory

Vr, Powars: Pv unorganized labor,

Mpr, Moper:s: The Alurinuxm Ore Comrrany striks sas by une
organizad labqr? ’

¥r. Tewers: Ry unorganized lasor._

Yr, GCoorer: The fmaricen ~tea2l Compan¥ striYe was dDv
unorg=njzaed 1lshor, '

Vp, Towera: Py urorgsnized Iﬁbor.

¥y, Coorar: Tra rean¥ing houss corrany?

¥r, Towars: Tas nartiallv orgenized, Y heileve.

¥r, Coonar: AMnd :?rtlyﬁS;ganized?

Yr, Towers: P sreat rortisn of 1t w3 unorganized,

Yp, ﬂ;oper: Then 2ftsr that strt?;, the ranvirgs rlants
nare 1morsanized?

¥y, Toarars: "norzenized ard are 3till unorz=nized.

Yr, Coorar: Tas comnanias Insistine that the employés
shall ﬁs wnorganized? ‘

¥r, Towars: That was thsair aprarent nosition.

¥r, Coorar: *nd nos unorganized l»hor strueck for tetter
cond!tions, baﬁgér wapeg 2nd bettsr hours, and unorgesnized later
ven sev then was ch~llengad by the romrenias, and vnu sxplained
thet cherllenge In this sav: They ~ust snutrit to those acndi-
tiens or have their rlanes t-¥en if thav sent onut?

¥r, Towers: Yes, sir,

Hr, Raker: Yot onlv ;0 out, hut be dsrrivad o2 ths

orrartunity to wer¥ and sarn =+ living to r2intein thelr fomilies?

¥r. Towars: Yes3, sir. Here was the positicn ¢
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was putting thexm *n: The one who possibly had merely a ‘ ;
wife and one chiid, he could seek another field. The sdkmz
fellow that was burdenad with two or three chuldren, he had
t0 accept that hard condition, and he had to stay right on
the Job, He had no chance. There he was helpless, utterly
helpless, no chanca on ‘earth to tetter :his condit.ion' to meet
this great increas2d 208t of 1iving. He was the most hélpo
less crea‘t.urs in tiails grani rspublie. '

' Mr, Raker: A good rmany of those zen a’re man with
wives and two er three ohildrénr

Mr, Towzers: Absolutely, yes, .sir.

Nr, Raker: In other sords, they Jlust became help-
leas?

¥r, To:ersé Absolutaly helpless,

Mr, Raker: Now, a man sith a wife and ons child
hasnft any easy job to move arosund 12 he is out of work and
labor, He wouid be in about the same ¢ondition, wouldn't hel

Mr, Toxers: ) It would be a gread éacrifice for even
him to move, The only taing he could do 13 to leave his wife
unprotected fox‘;pdsaibly ;hree or four xeers wshile he mads enowugh
money elsewshare Lo send for her to comz to himg? ’

¥r, Ra¥er: And 1f he had %hrimat.ter staring him in the
face all tae time that i1f he rade a derand or made any ¥ick,
#anted bettar conditions, he would be asked to stay out, and
some negro take his place~- 1s that wshat they tried to convey?

¥r, Towers: They astually conv=y2d that to the shite

wor¥ers, and astually discririnated against him. They pilcked



tke negro, and the wite wor‘xe-r who had been .in RBast g%, T.c;aic.
had had Aexperienee in the plant, they left him sta:zd in 1ine and
pic¥ed a man from the colored ran¥s who had had no exparienco
1n that ilne of work,

Mr, Johnson; Can you cite some ‘nstance rizht'there‘l ‘

¥r, Towers: Well, I can®t cite specific Instances.

' Those are general statements, There have been workers-- I’

Imoa their faces; they li.ve in our tomn-- nh'ait Lave worked a:t
tke Aluminum Ore, and cama to0 me ‘bitteuy, alwost ~ry£ng, with
tke statement tha$b t.hev cmud no longer get a place :n Bast St.
Louls to work; that they were rnown even-- their faces were
¥mosn; their experience was ¥nown, and wken thez 1cu1d» ask for‘
a job they were told there was no woﬂ,and three minutes later
they would pick out a big strong negro and r,;all hir into th;e
place.

¥r, Raker: Tow right there, thera is anotzer side to.
this, right in connect'rn with what vou have sald. The negro,
being one of your community, with his wife and ck?’liren, was
punished; had to suffar; _had to go &"thout employzent and things
t0 ez by virtue of t.he. same conditions; didn+$% he?

Mr, Towers: Yhy, ¥r. Rakar, ! want - saw that that
brings all tlLe horrors to ligkt, The regro-- the so-called
frierds of the negro-- have been Lis biggest enexy.

¥r, Raker: That is what T say, He wouid te really

in a more deplorabie condition than the wshite man?
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Mr, Towers: Abs&lutely. You cﬁn’ft express it, the
Lorross of 1it, A .

Mr, Raker, So you had the poor laboring man with his
farily, and you had, on the other hand, the negro #ith his
family, striving without aciuaint;ance, ritted against each
other, for the purpose of making more weges for these great
conoerns-- more profits for these great concerns? h

Mr, Towers: Absolutely., Cruelly so, ¥ den't believs
there 48 anciher condition in the ::oum..ry 1ike 1t.

¥r, Raker: Do yeu belleved that was so arranged, en-
gineered, to ra¥e that condition atsolutely rossible and per-
rarent upon these people?

Mr, Towers: I don,t think 1t was carried out, Vr,
Raker-- I den't think it could have come about x!thout most
skilful erglneering,

¥r, Raker: You dcn,%t helleve the excuse that was made?

Yr, Towers: No, I thin¥ it was s¥kilful eng’neering,

¥r., Raker: Pre-arrarged?

¥r, Towers: Absolutely, while J Lave ro pos:tivé proof,

Mr. Raker: And shile the negro had the right to come
here, to go shere he mnted to work, to seek a livelihood

for himself and family, this means was used for the purpose

rot orly c¢f ‘mposing upon him tut as well upon tke white labor-

ing men that were imn the community?
Nr, Towers: FHe was an ejual sufferer, As I have

sald before, I telleve the friends-- the so-called friendse

of the negro, whioh are the blg corporaticns, and sore of the
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betty leaders c?f ‘:.'aeAnegroes, who. are his so-called friends,

' have beer his Ligzest enexy, It is a most sad and pitiful
thought to thirk ¢ trose negroes telng trapred, driven inte
a trsp here u:dA txe ccndition that followed in Rast St, Louls,

¥r, Ra¥er: =utlicly claiming to bYe his friends, and .

e TS e

quietly and secreilw, as you have stated, putting him in a

oy

trap shera he i1s a*=oiutely fleeced, not only of his rights,.

o

but of his liveilzcold? - _ : k-

¥r, Toxers: 2Absolutely, and at a time when thLe nation

wag really wantirz iator. Labor cmild have struck a nice
E v balance sithout Eaz%t Si, Louis having three times its supply
of iator, In ciler sords, 1t wonld have t0 be skilful ergineer-
ing and much effc=t used to tring atout a condition that =mculd
force three times txa2 necessary lator int- a cormunity at
tkis tirme,

¥r, Raker: TFo# riznt ther'e, d1&n¥t tne paper Lere in
Bast St. Louls ta¥s upr tkese condltions and ms¥e thex publie,
80 tkat the pecpie mculd ¥nou wshat sas golng c;t, to try and

prevent itt
¥r, Tovers: Tkte nesspapers? : 3
¥r, Ra¥er: Yo, J mean the nesspaper of Rast St, Louls,

¥r. Tosers: 7Tae East St. Louls Jrurnal? 4

¥r, Ra¥er: Tes.

¥r, Towers: T dcnet remerber what Jts articles were
pertaining to tkat yarilcular part of 1t. 1 never read the
Eas¢ St, Louls Joaral. I rave only heard 1% referred to
in our meetirgs == Telng antaronistic te orgarized labor, anmd

that fs the reasen” T telleve the Rast St. Louis Jeurnal
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was used to decelve th; publiic and try in every wmay bring

hatred or ccnfusion against tbe only possible Lope of tke un-

organized, shick would be tke abor movement, |
¥r, Raker; Vall, shile the feeling exi steci, as you

state, agalnst crganized lator, they were pun!shinzlso per

cer.t or 80 per cent of thelr oam hcme people who were unorgan-
jzed, with their femrilies, and living right in their';womunity;
isn,t that right? ‘

Mr, Tosmers: Absolutely rﬂght;. They wsere punisking
toth alements most cruelly pitted aaa.‘hst each cther, They:
had no regard for our ¢sn pacrle, There had never teen any
encouragerent, In so far as ccrmon letor 1s concemed, to my
¥riowledge, that they have ever encouraged any perwanernoy of
citizenship of common lator, All they seer to care atout 1s
to rick them out at the gate, the crowd in the mroranimg. And
Tany iaundreds of men T rellevz came through hare at different
times with no Intension of s%taving here, tut to pick ur, pos-
sibly, a wee¥'s worY¥, that ke ray bu;; a sult of clothes or
screthimg to pass on to scme other locality, I def+t think
tkey ever made an effort. I dc¢* t think they santed a class
of lator that aould demand a better standard of wage and bet-
ter living conditions in a community; the more substantial
citizenship. 7T didn,t think tkey were Interested in that, I
think they were interested only in a fleatlng ropulatitn and
¥eering ther floating,

vr, naker: That 1s a Lorritle state of affairs,

Mr, Towers: That is the trus condition in Rast gt.

Louls,
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¥r, Cooper: We have in the Yorth manufa cturing cities;-
that 18, olties that have large manufacturing planti, doing
millions of dollars' wortk of business each vear, You go into
many of those manufacturing communities and you ai1ll find homes
owned and occupled by laborirg mern ard rechanies, comfortably
furnished, These pecple are arore the very test citizens that
#*e have in all the northern country. There are ;any commo@ ,
latorers that own their hemes, rleasart little homes, They
1live haprily, Do ycu think that anyihing of that kind wmas
sarted here? ' A '

¥r, Towers: I doB+'t tuink ihey desired that kind of
a condition in Rast St. Louls-- that 1s, th- exploiters of
Rast ot. Louls and this rich terrltory here, i %111 tell ycu,
i1f ycu wi1ll allow me to go‘back-- J dontt want to g0 into oo
mary detalls, bacause ¥ right tecone a bore to the Commiéteo
to go oo far into these rmatiers,

vears agt in zuie surrcunding territory here the miners
1ived in ‘ust such shacks as the Bast St. Louls unorganized
sorkers and negroes Lave been ocmpelled to 1live in,

¥r, Cooper: You mean white and black?

¥r, Towers: Thite and tlack, They were company
shacPs; put up by the cheapest methcds rossible. Put the
dew2lopment of thelr crganization ard a better stardard of
sage-- when yoy leave this community, if rcu have time, and
visit these littlie surrcunding towmrns, you #1111l see tkhe fine
heaes frorm three o five thousand dcllars oamned by Miners,
You %211 see thelr beautiful lawns and thelr teautiful hedges,

and the thrift that 1s appiled iIn these hores, and then com=-
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pare them 10 the shacks ir Bast §t. Louls wkere the poor

o reov—

laborer has not got a chance. There has rever been any

; ' encnuragement- for Rast St. Louls. BEast et, Louls is to

IS
a

be pitied, It 3s more to be pitied than censured. It

has suffered frox many coaplaints, high water and the like,

e s o1 e

and 1t is dbsolutely in corgcrate control, You can't get

across the Mississippl River unless ycu oross the Free Bridge: : )
without passing upon sometcdy's private property; anﬁd it h
even stated by some of tlhe test lezal xri;ids. thaﬂ their t.flt.l..o;~
io the river front is not.rezular. B;at that \13 the cé.t'tdir. .
tion that exists, BRast St. Louls is abéolutely sjueazed
bj corporate contrel, ‘ -
‘Mr, Foster: But thev havs go;. the river front and
hold 1t, don,t they? 4 »
Mr, Towers; They hoid 1t, ard they have got it so
Atight. that even ycu as a Ccngresszman, T don t think, dare
intrude, S , , S o :
¥r, Foster: They hav'e.gct all tke river -from.r
Mr, TowWers: All ¢f tke river front-- =mell, ¥ d‘oﬂ't .
krow how far 1t extends, 4
¥r, Foster: %all, T mean all along tke mxain part
of East 8t. Louls and St. Louls?
Mr. Towers: well, I cdcn't Xkrew about St. Louls,
Vr, Foster: ¥ell, I expect 1%t 13 about the same
over there,

¥r, Towers: I wantel %o go *nito another statement

to strengthen what T had pointed ocut s 7 belief as to
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scmebody being the mouthplece of the iniéreabs in Bast St,

Louls, and to poison the community against organized labdor,

¥r, Cooper: To get across the bridge on a strest
car-~- the Eads wridgse, which 1s the rain thoroughfare be-
tween Bast St. Louls an& St. Louls-- each passenger hao-to
pay ten cantsf

¥r_  Towers: Ten cents, yes,

Mr., Cooper: And tten if you have an sutomobile:

with one passenger #a %% i1t 1s 40 cents to go across, and
an automobile with more passengers-- with four, it is 50
cents for the auto? »

¥r. Towers: I dcn't ¥now Jlus$% what their vehicle
rates are, It 1s so much for a vehicle and then so ruch

for each passenger. The driver and vehicle 1s so much,

¥r, Cooper: And t:i.e traffic across that great tridge

has to pay toll?

¥r. Towers: It has to pay toll. It has had to do

s0 until the Free Bridge sas bullt, and the ppwers that kave

clutched East St. Louls and St. Touls in some »aysucceeded

in holdingé up the huliding of that tridge in one diplomatic

way or another for ten yvears before they succeeded in com=

pleting the bridge; add the lack 6! the tridge being buile

was In the interest ¢f those who clutbhed this corrunity,
¥r, Cooper: Tell, here, right in the center of

the nation, is this great stream and great traffic across

it, interstate traffiz, and 1t has to pay tolls of that kind

in order o go frox Yllirois into Missourﬁ, or from ¥isscuri
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into Illinois?

Ur, Towers: Absolutely, You c¢an:'t orasl across
#1thout raying five cents,

¥r, Cooper: It amounts tb a high tariff between the
two States? 7

Mr, Towers: Aﬁéoluﬁely.

Mr, Raker: In addition to that, és he stated, they
have got the river front btlocked and shut off,

¥r, Towers; You cqg?gzke a motor hoat or a skiff
ard start from this side of the river without laying your-
gelf liatle for itrespassing on this river frons,

¥r, Cooper: JPractically, then, you are shut out?

¥r, Towers: Shut out completely, The river den't
belorg to the people, { ‘

¥r, Cooper: Can't men go down there and land along
tke shore here on the East St, Louls side?

Mr, Towers: Not without trespassing.

¥r. Cooper: ¥ell, théy put the lawx on you if you
trespass?

Mr, Towers: I preswme they would, A cltizen may
%all¥ up and down the river front there, possibly, unmolested,
as a sightseer, but I helleve they would watck you if you
dcne that,

Mr, Foster: Stil11 St. IL.ouls did htend 1tself for
several million dellars to tulld a free btridge over here?

¥r, Towers: Yes, sir.

¥r, Foster: Tryirg to get rid of this conditien tkat

exists?
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Mr; Towers: Yes, sir54the so-called “artitrary®.

¥r, FPoster: SO as to relleve thz people waho desired
%0 ship from St, ‘Louis to Bast St. Louils, or from Bast St.
Louls %o St, Louls, that they migkt zet rid of tre paying
of this toll? '

¥r, Towefs: Yes, sir,

Mr, Foster: Over thése br!éaesf

¥r, Tosers; Yes, sir; that aas the oblect in tuilld-
ing the Free Bridge. v

vr, Raker; But both ends-- both in St. Louls and

In Rest S%. Louls the car syster 1s suck that it kind of

drives you awsay from the Free Bridge, don't 141

¥r, Towers: There has teer rc incentive to attract
you to the Free mridge on tris side, at least,

¥r. Raker: On tke other side also?

¥r, Towers: Yes, sir,

Y¥r, Cooper: Now let me ask ycu, the terminus of
this Free Pridgce is atout a mile scuth of the center of
Fast St; Louis, isn't 1t, three-juarters of a mile?

¥r, Towers: Well, T xould Zuldge 1t is about three-
juarters of a nile from this bullding, I should Jdge,
Tkis would be the center of East St. Louls, l

¥r. Cooper: Absout thréee-juarters of a mile south
of tre center of Rast St; Louls; ard tkhere 13 no street car
tracYs across it, either?

¥r, Towers: I think the trac*s are lald. I doW'g

tkink trere are any cers, no, Yeou ca2r walk acress or drive

&Cross.,
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Mr. Ceoper: PRut you can't get across on a sireet T

¥r, Towérs: Oh, no.

¥r, Poster: And isn:t it a fact that the rallrcads
and these corporations are endeavoring nos-3 I don't ¥ros
shether they #111 succeed or rot, tut 1 hope rot-- tryirg -
10 secure the riéht.s over this Free Bricge, 50 as to firally
defest the object of St. Louls in building tha bridge?

¥r, Towers: J don't think there ever w#as tetter
brains nired than w¥as k>a hired right in ﬁxis coxrunity
to try a;ad ergineer and bottle up the efforts of the Free
Pridge or those who xay honestiy have prcaoted sczetking 2a
the interests of these conmunities.

¥r, Foster: VYou think that St.; Louiis honestiy
tried to get rid of this condition?

¥r, Towers: I think St, Louls started out heonesily
W0 get rid of is.

¥r, Foster: Because they spent several miilion A2~
lars 1r; tuilding this tridge, and that now the ressparers
have had a gocd deal to say, pro ard con, in referernce to
the attexpt of thase people to secure all the rigkts of txls
Pree Bridge and defeat the otject of trring to get rid of
zhls artitrary?

Yr, Towers: Tre people in St. Louls keld ur the
completion of the Free Bridge for a vary long time, IDurlzg
the corstrustion of the Free Rridge, the Counclil in Si.lols
grarted sore compary-- I thirk it sas the Soutkern Tracks

Mrpary-- a fifty-year franchise, even bafore the tridge
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%as compleved, and ihat dissa.‘:isfﬁied the people of St.Louls

and they refused-tok vcte the tond issues to ccapl;te the

pridze. T tkink for ikree':‘.istincz'elections it was voted -

down, They repealed that srdizarce and the pecrle tken vo_t.od

sufficlent bonds to corpiete the bridge. L |
’ ¥r, Foster: So :hat‘ the pecple's heart in this

zatter ras been rfzixt.? . ‘. -

‘ EZr; Tosers: '02:, :f:’.e p2crie in S%. Louls L;ne i'ougkt~
kcnestly, and they dié ixe Test tkey possibly cculd, dut of
course they wer'e’ sorkirg asainst great oddis. ' '

¥r, Foster: But tzey ®ou:idn.t vote tals oney ;s
lorng as that fifiy-vear fra:s:?.ise.t'as'a las 3n St. Louis?

' ¥r, Torers: Vo, :‘_"e;: #ere deterrired on that,

»Ur, Foéter: Tae recple zere smai't. enouzh to keep
from doing that, i

¥r, Foss: 1 understocd zou to say that you tzought
commen lakor had beern =mderya’d Zere all alorg for a nurbep
of years. Is that true? |

¥r, fowers: Y tzir¥ tre wages 20 years azc zere
%ithir 10 cents a day cf zxat tkar were uy tiil the srrirvg
of 1916. |

¥r, Fossg Yell, =Xzt ars they today?! Hoa do ycu

sorpare them today sith tzat of ciher places?

¥r, Towers: I t='=sYy trer are extremely lowx,
- . L]
Yr. Foss: You tzlrX comzer labor 1s palld less here,ﬂu.dq
for instance, than 1% is cvsr across the river in St.Louis?

¥r, Toxers: Yes,
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¥r, Foss: Or ur here in socme of these nelighboring

{ " elties?

¥r, Towers: All the surroundirng toans.

¥r, Fogs: Have you ever made an investigation Snté

that subject?

Mr, Towers: WYo; only frcx gereral understanding

BARA o T

of the labor xix conditions in differert local 1ties, and

[

xeeding the labor board from airferent points, findirg
out the common labor wage im theflocailty.

¥pr, Foss: What you got, vou go%t simply froow hear-
say?

¥r, Towers: Yes, sir,

Mr, Foss: But you have never been to any of these

places to find cut what corron lator was paid?

¥r, Towers: In our tosn common lsbor gets nearly

785 tslce as much as 1t does here,

2 : !
. i ’ ) Mr, Foss: At the present t ime?

Mr, Towers: well, I have stretched that some-
shat, They were petting nearly txice as much dbefore the
slight increases that were mrade in Rast S%. Louls, In
other sords, when they @ere getting 17-1/2 certs an hour
; A here, tuey we‘.‘%getting 32 1n cur toan for sirilar ¥ind
of iabtor., In Alion, I tiink, atout the same wage comii-

tion rrevalled, and even little Granite City up atove here,

¥r, Foss: You mean they asere getting 32 certs?
¥r, Tozers: 30, 32 and 35 cents an Lour,

¥r, Foss: When they sere getting 17-1/2 cents here?




¥r. Towers; Yes, sir,

N [ ¥r, Foss: And that was wh;nl‘
i :*;u‘li { ¥r, Towers: That was in the norzal times.
- o 5=Z*i‘3 _ S ¥r. Foss: A year ago? '
) N :; ) %, 1 ‘ ¥r, Towers: Two vears ago, 1915, at the close
- i :; of the depressed period,
s | Yal Mr. Pess: Well noa, shat are they geiting today; ‘
i B . do vou ¥nos; down in Rellevllle, doan in your own town?
’ } i : ¥r, Toxers:; They are getting from 34 t6 35 cents an
,;% ’ ’5';T f hour for concon lavor, - '
’ i % vr, Foss: 34 to 35 certs an hour?
e . z;é ? - ¥r. Towerss Yes, sir,
’ - E ¥r, Foss: How rany hours?
> ; . ¥r, Towers: An eight-hour day, They have had 1t
) '@ i ~or 12 or 14 years,

E vr, Foss: Now ccmron lator 1s getting Lox ruch
h-re in Bas% St, Louis at the rresent tire?
Yr, Tozers: Track latorers are getting 22 a day.
For the centractor, if he 1s still doirg any work, 22,25,
; the last T have heard, The testimony frex erplovers on
. tce starnd here, from tihe packers, w2s c7 certs an hour, and
I tave heard th~t 1t 1s 25 cents an zour in the mkbxgxpinnsg
pacyirg plants-- in the steel plant,
¥r, Foss: Fell, 1s there 4§reat scarcity of
corrnn iakor down Jin Rellevilile?
¥r, Towers: There has never been an employer until
the Covarrrent built its Scott Field, the aviation field,

six miles fronxr our town, That rotbed our tosn of common

lator, and some common labor after the r!o: was hrought 1n
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from Bast S, Louls.

A nurber of negroes were taken to

j;elleVIlle, joined the organization, and got 34 cents an

hour, after the rilo%,

Poss: That 1s the Gevernnent paylrg for common e

pays 30 certs an hour. We had a cenference ®ith the Army

man ard the officer in charge of the fleld, ard the con-
tractor, ard they agreed on 30 cents an hour for common
labor, e didn«t feel it wmas enough. Hoxever, that is
akat 1% 1s; and 62-i/2 certs an hour for carperters; time
ard a khalf for overtire and Sundays,

¥r, Foss: Yru say the Government robhed the town
of Belleville of common lator? V

Ur, Tosers: Some comron idbor..

¥r, Foss: Ard they pald tiem 30 cents an hour?

¥r, Towers:; Yes,

¥r, Poss; Bui tie comnon labor in Relleville was
cetting 24 and 35 certs?

vr, Towers: Yes, sir,

Yr, Fcss: vell now, does the corron laberer move
that way tcxards the poorest pay?
¥r, To:ers; Tell nos, I don't want you to infer
-hat h- teo¥ ii:cse workers off the Jobs, tut any surplus

mer¥, lzter that ray have beer. in Belleville, #ss used at

ur, ;
~ labor? ‘ :

Hr, Towers: The Governuentf‘

¥y, Poss: Yes, at ihe aV1aﬁion fielad,

¥r, Torers: The Governrent at thé aviaticn field

r
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ths cantonment, 'l'her; wvas a.r;ot.her incentive for labor

at the Government cantonment, that was that they weren't
worred as hard as ihey were on some of the private Jdbg in
our tosn-- that 15, that 1s the storv. They were worked
ten hauré a day, with tire and a h?lf.after elght hours?
wor¥, whiech run thei:r wages up to 33.30, ard rmade their-

day's pay, because of the eleven hour pay for ten hours? .

sorY, ~uch greater than the wage conditions in Rellleville,

And it is not all cox~on lador in Bellevi;le that gets
34 certs an heur, but T ar comparing i; fith sirilar labor
in East St. Louls. ~ o

Mr, Foss: wall, arerl‘ft these except.ionai‘ cases
that yeu speak o, 34 a:;m;: certs an hour? '

¥r, Towers: Yo, they are ro% excepticnal, That
is all the wor¥ thnt 1s done by the contractors, streets,
street building. ‘

Mr, Foss: That is {4 or £5 a day-- forcy‘r:vp
cents an hour for ccaron labor? .

Vr; Towers: Or an eizht-hour day. I have never
Just figured it up. 7T guess it w¥ill run ovsr #4. That
1s 'u‘lding l2bhor that gets 45 certs, It may be 42-1/2.
but there 1s some %hat I feel sure ara getting 45 cants.
Now tke Governzent tuildings out there at Scott fleld,
they attract ladbor from St. Louls, They care from St.
Louls, arnd what would be surplus laber in BellevilleAFut
there, and there was for a time & scargity of lahor in
Belleville, In other words, men who x0ulld have taken up

the harder wsork, soneraete and such wor¥ as that, prafaerred
’

R i B e
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to go and carry iumber for carpentsrs out at Scott Field,
¥r, Cooper: How long did 1; take t0 make that cone
erate road that they hal a celebration for the other day?

Mr, Towaers: Wearly w0 years, It started in'usrch,“

 1916.

¥r, Cooper: Howx long is that read?

¥r, Towers: It 13 estinzated at six or seven ziles

. of concrete, ° ot

¥r, Cooper: How wide is 1t?
¥r. Tovers; I thin¥ 1% 4s nearsr six than seven,

Iv 1s forty feet of aoncrate, 21 feet in tha center for

th2 rallroad trasks, the stir2et car tracks, .

Mr, éooper: Forty feet of conaratal

¥r, Towers: Twenty on exsh slde; 19-1/2 feet of
paving, helf a fool of surbing, Just 20 feet on each side.

¥r, Foss: what 31d ccaron labor get in the con;
strustion of thatv?

¥r, fowers:‘ Coxrmon lahor got in 13918, 32 cen$s an
hour, TIn 1517 they got 34 cents an hour., wages were
inereasad th}ough a conferenca sith the exployers of Belle;r
ville thls spring, 1917, The Job was completed under a
scale of 34 cenis, .They waeren,t atle 10 nold tha men at
34, and they reaily pald the men 35, and scme of them more,
Some of the more proficlent acr¥ers raceivad more than
that,

“r, Fosa: That was aormon labor?.

¥r, Towars: (ommon labor ~sor*ing around the con-
crete machine, graling of tre gralde for %he laving of the

concerate, dlgglng the vranchas or curblingyto set the
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forms, and the handling of the raterlal that went inteo
the machinss that mixed the conerate, and the laying of
tka concrate, The laving of the ccnerates I think pays ‘
mora, The scale reads, 40 cents®-- some of thaﬁ work
pass 69 caents an hour; I tain¥ tha fraze saltters,

¥r, Poss; Thls roal sas bullt by tha ciiy of Belle-
711;0?

Mr, Towers: Ry the a’ty of Felleville, and Relle-
ville contraciors, ‘

" wr. Poss: How rush 414 1t eost,a rillion dollars?
¥r, Towers: UNo, it cost 249,570 and sorething-~

48 or 38, I taink,.

¥r, Foss: ¥t wes all stated ia tie press, I taink,
as a millien dollar road?

Yr, Towers: Well, Peilevilie I=s 1earnei‘to follos
some othar citlss and hoost thamseives abteout feur times the
vaiue, T zuess, They hava ratel 1%, and call 1t, T telleve,
the milifon dollar paving. It coss, 7 nink, 2238,000, if

ol

H
oiders
I ar not mistaken. Tt cost the rroperiyoidensy 24,95 a

fcot in front of tals property, - )

Nr, Poss: How large 1is tia sizz of Bellaville?

¥r, Towrers: BRelleville is ataout-- at this time
about 28,070 population,

¥r, Foss: Have they got any racufazturing plants

down theral

¥r, Towers: We have-- Feileviile, »1tn St, Louls,

T=ally 3s a creat stove manufasvuring cozrany. Te have

rary bilg stove shors that empioy-~ sxell, the foundry
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ﬁﬁsiness, tre stcve and jobﬁinz foundry business, erploys
about 700 moulders alone, - ) .

¥r, ?os;:‘ Rut are theres any othasr marufacturing
plants that empiory labor?

' ¥r, Torzers: 0Oh, sraller manufaziuring plants;

¥r, roas; But 1t isn't an inldustrial centsr any-
uﬂére near this city?

¥r, Tosers: It couldn’t te compared sith Rast St..
Leuls industrially, It 1s julte an industirial center
for a srall corrunity, There ar: mines, foundiries and
smdll plants, Yos%t of the industry carriled on thers, hos-
ever, 1s carried on by lozal peopla. If the Cormlttee
%111 let me sontinue this one point, and that 43 I am
going to Pollow up the street car company, ‘

In the srring of 1917, or nearing tha tizme of the
expiration of the stireet car mxen's agreexsni-- that is,
taz zoiorraa ard eonductors-- the 10an khad gone thrcugh
tcis, as 7 pointed out-- the stireet car and rotorzan's
agreement s1th the cozpany, Ahich was the second or third
agreement, I forget which, expired in July, Just prior
to tha2 expiration the press announcad that there was golng
to be a stri¥e; that the‘,-.en had asked for a a~age Incre=se,
and the comp=ry had takem tha position that there sasn'’t
£0inz to be 2 wage irncrease, and I have besn asked by rany
reoplz-- and T want %o ask thils Cormittee later, 1P they
will perrit me-- I have been asked tizls juestion: How it
®%as rnssible for a sireet car compan/ to be ahle to get

militia or Teferal troops? The first report of troops

e b At 1 o oo
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being dbrought in herc,A!nto the szfee; car barns, was

tkat they were militia., I think the papers announced
later that they had become vederalizel, and we had within
tke street car barfs prior to the expiration of the sireet
‘car men's agreeman%, a sonditicn sheredby a rrivats 6ompany
could get Federal ircops onto the ground, and it was gen-
erally understood the objlest was o intiridata tha street
car men, That w#as the condifion.A

Mr, Raker: wers ;heﬁxgéaloy'of the stree% car
company?
Nr, Towers: wsployes of the street car compary,

tkhat 1s, motormen, ccndustors and shop men, wshose azreezant

%as Just gbout Lo expirs, even told by soxe of the stireet
car men prior t; the expiration of thelr agrzerent, taat
it was made-- tha%t they w2re made to undersiand that{ tross
soldlers sera thers to keep ther from s-art’ng ary trouble,
and tha troutle referred to would be a atrike; and they
gere told by the offic!alé o2 the corpany that 1f there
sould be any trouble-- if this carz t0 a stri¥e-- thai

the Federal Covarrrmert was zoing to take ovar the strest
car company, and had tie soldiers Larz to run tha cars if
any sirixe took plgce. In oth2r #ords, 1t was understood
in this comrunity vhat thals m had infiuence 2nough
10 get Pederal troops on to %ae ground to irtirldate a
.bynch of hororatie, respected citizens who had for 1S
years negotiated wage agreerents xith the street car
corpany, ¥o® that 1s the condition, and a juestion

that T have never been ahble to answer, hos they wsre atle
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to do that, Nevertheless it was dona, and it ‘was plalniy
made Jnown that they ware there %o intimidate the street -

car men, - o ' R

It has been pointe:‘.A T have heard in a rather walse

pered way-- that ceriain officlals in our sommunity of big
erploylng irnterests are secret serx'ice men and h‘ave teen in
a position t.o- intimidate the workers of this ;'.o,-m\mit.y. '

Mr, Joknson: Secret service men e:'nplbyed by wkom?

¥r, Towers: By Unocla Sam, B

Vr, .Toimson: Fror whom do- you get tha;?'

Mr, ’.fowers: Among tnose 7 might name one that ¥
have heard has a secret servicze commiss:ion,‘ whether it
1s full~-fledged or Jfust In an assisting wa’y don't lmow-, -
and that 1s the general manager of tha Rast St. Louls and
Suburban and related companies, ¥:o had influenca snough
10 éet. traoops on the ground befors any trouble of any ¥ind
was even thought of by a n_umber of respected wmorkren of
this covb\mity. .

Mr, Johnson: w~hat is his name?

¥r, Towers: 4D'. R. Parsons:

Mr, Jomson: From shor ii1d you get the informa- .
tion that he was a nited States Secrat Service man?

Mr, Towers: T didn % say Tnited States Secret

JF pail Lerciats

Service man, FRe-is—a—t S, secret/\man, and Y ,‘,gdge that
to mean a Govarnment secret man,

Mr, Johngon: Pell, 1F he is Uncls ecarm's seerat
service man, he 13 a Mnited States Seorat Servige man,

¥r, Tomers: I guess so,

e ————_——a.
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¥r, Johnson: From shom d4id you get that informa-
tion? .
¥r, Tosers: I heard 1t shispered here some time 1n

tke past, ) i
" ¥r. Johnson: Who>whis§e?sd 162 |

¥r, Téwers: Y don't knos tze parties, I ai going
0 éive you definlte Information. I heard ¥Mr, Parsons‘
bizself state--

Yr, Johnson {interposing:) ¥ho is ¥Yr, Parsona?

¥r, Towers:' The man taat I told vou was gsneral
superintendent of the Bast S, Louls X Suburban Rallway
Coxpany, I heard 2°m say in my presancs that he @was a
Secrat Service man, ’

¥r, Joﬁnson: Tho else was pfesent?

Mr, Towers: Now I infarred that he was a Government
Secrat Service man. That 1s the 1nférence‘1 took from
the conve}sation. ‘ |

¥r, Johnson: what brousht about such a conwersa-
tion? '

¥r, Towers: Why, sken I aas.in the of ice--

Mf. Jehnsen (1nterposing:) Those office?

¥r, Towers: MNr, Parsons' office-- with a conmit-
tez of the track workers, and Mr, Parsons and cns Nr,
Yerker--

Mr. Johnson {Interposiny:) Who 1s Nr, uerkeft

¥r, Towers: Mr. VNerker 1s one of thelr department
. superintendents, superintendent of construction, T think,

Mr, Johnson: Of the str%et railroad?

. i e —




¥r, Tosers: Of the street rallsay company-- taring
up a matt=r as reia:ad 10 the agreement between the workers,
There #as a stri¥e tureatened, They desired the workers
to work a2 ter tour day when the azréement provided for
9-1/2, ard 1: iookel as though there wa; going to dbe s‘
strike. ¥r, Yerver cailed me on the pkone ani Y arranged
for a zeeizs wiia tihe firx and the comrlitee; ard the
coxpany had Zraugurated-- had went back to the ten-hour
day, ard ra’d t.e toys an extra juarter for the extira half
hour's mork. Jn otkar words, :heyvhad pald ther a% the
rat: of 58 =a=%s an hour for tha extra half-hour.s ovsr-
time, The tors weren't satisfled, and the unlde> foreman
rade i1t pla’n that they were not to oppose that ien-hour
wsork-daz, Tae bors 21t that 1t #was taking asay a con-
dition thzt tuew Lal sscursd through' arbltration, and
scme of thax aera ofposed to it, and soms felt taey would
like to asork ke kaif hour for the extra juartzr, anid ve
had a confsrence ovar that, and ¥r, Parsons agreel thad
he wouldn't ccspel any of the sorkers that didn't xant to
sorx the orertize ts do so, He sould recognize the agres-
ment t0 thz: extand, and that he would ask those-- he
would as¥ t-ex t0 =ork overiime each day because of ths
scarcity of iator, and as an incentive for thls exira
half kour 911d paz them 25 cents a day more, or txo dollars
and trentzr-Tive canis, Yow durinz thne c~urse of that con-
versaticn ¥r. Parscns related some Incidants pertalning to

peoples essariny the draft law, or scmething--~ T didnt't pay
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much attention t9 1{-- the only thiﬁg that impressed mc.

is ¥hen he tcld xze that he,a!ih a nurbar of others,were gé
secret servize men and ¥ere helping to look up these ;
cases, i .

Mr, Cooper: You inferred he meant United States
Governrer.t Secret cervize?

¥r, Towarss; Yes,

¥r, Johnson: To loo¥ up those evading the draft
lan? . '

%r, Towers: Yes, that T guess xas the incident

he menﬁioned. T pal!d very 1little atiertion to the incid-
ent. The enly sking that lgpressed me was that an employer
of labor should b2 a Secret Service man. Y felt that if
tcat conditicn existzd, he could easily use that azalnst
the wor¥ers, ard that myself ard othzr iadbor men should bde -
secret service ren if he i3 going to be a sesrat servize
ran, That was the £irst thoughkt that struck me, I had
heard before that there sara a nu~bar of big employers in
3ast ét. Jouis-~- In a shispared say, in convergations, I
hear a zrea} deal on the stireet coraers, on the sireet
gars, tne back of sireet cars, taat thers wera a number in
Bast St. Louls who wers secret gervice ren, and that was
the first srecific Instances *hat came %0 rmr ¥Fnozladge, and

it struck me as rather peculiar that one xko had been so

prominent in kholiding d~sn lator skoild be in a situation
L0 carry a Coverncent sesra2t servige badge and sould be

in a way further to inticzldate labor, or use it for person-
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al advantage, I don't Jnow as he d1d, but that is the
thing that impressed me. I dofst Just know the incidsets,
some of

but I think it pertained to/those trying to escape the
dra;t’t law, or looring ur)(ioters. It may have bteen the
incident that he was trrving to get evidence-- I helleve
that was it-- elther looking up those #ho were trﬁing to
escape the selective draft law, or to selure evidence
for the rioters, '

Mr, Raksr: For the rioters?

¥z, Toners:’ For tae grand Jury.

Mr, Raker: To £ind out xho were the partlcipants
ip the riotst

¥r, Towers: Yes, sir, But 1t never would havs
struck me-- T think he woild have ta¥en the Inference that
he was asslsting the comrunity and looking up evidence if

1t hadrn't been that hs had influence, or hls company had

infiuence enough, %0 get Government troops dosn here in
the strest car barns with a threatening attitude towards

an nonoradble bunch of workers, Llghly respec&c citi-

zens ¢f this community, in an effort to scare them off,

1 rant to say that they weren,t scarsd; that it took
_ﬂ some considerable pressure to prevent a strike. I
was called as an artitrator in that particular trouble,
'rhe.re was a settlerent made that wmas not satisfactory to
the street ocar men, 1
Mr, Johnson: You mean the strzet car labor?
¥r, Tovers: The street car exployes, the motormen

and ceonduotors, and gJhop men.
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Yo# those are the few t.:lngs that I wantjvashow

that would lead me to baelieve and try to Justify my belief

in the fx that_the powertui interests Lad a

wonderful met.hoci of l;olding down the efforts of the poér. '

unfortunétes in Rast sﬁ. Louls, ‘ a 4 R
¥r, Joanson: At this pause in your testi@ony.

i1t is nos kalf past 12, and the éommittee #111 take a

reéeés for lunch untdl half past one, . - .

(Whereupon, at 12:3b d'clock Pels, tae COmmit- )

tee recessed.)
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The Cormities resasamdled at 1.30 e’cleck p.M,

pursusnt te recass,

i
i
¢

STATEVENT OF ALOIS TOVERS (tontinued). o

wr. Jsknsen: You wish te cantinue yecur stata-
mant? Ragin shers you left off and go sherd,

Ve, Tawers: T mant te try and cenoluda, wr,
Chairmran, T oply want to sny brizsfly ahat I gesn of
the riotg, ‘

I w#as in R-3t €t, Louls on the day of ths riet,

) § s-wifggpmobsthat d+y - a2t leact what T would 323ignats
235 the mob; Y #=»s Ir the straet c=r coempany's office
on the sacend floear, 1 think, with the cormittes, - that
is the Arbyitrstion Cenmittme -~ and ove hesrd a <hot 2b-ut
X0.30 in the morning -

l ¥r, Jo:naon: Of July 2nd?

vr. Towers: 0f July 2nd. ¥a rushed to the
window and ler¥:d up the strast. The maob wss up this

wey on Cellinsvilts fvenus, The offions ¢s down here

Rroadway On Collinsville Avanue, It szemred to me a

rart of the mob wers running a2nd olesing $n uren =

differant rsrt adout » bleck fror whare ne were, as though
- someena h=d hasn fnlfured, T tork it soneons had basn

shot, Wa then saw 2 negre running toxards Rrosdway

ern Crllirsville, =nd Pnohh;-.r red aftar him, That evaning -

L 9 ar th»% neen -
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Mr, Johnson: (Interrosing) Row long 2fter 10.30

#=3 that?

e, PRowers: Thet ==s the sare tire,, both of these
irstsncss teo¥ r ece within three or four mimutes,

M'nnnn thet dav gefng ~nt toe lunch T notdced sore
solﬁiers ratrelling fnllinsfille fvenue, =s I went took
after d*nner,’ T d41an*e re*lirle‘the situation *-s anv-
thirg like i- w=s, . Th~t =v=ning sbecut five o'clock T
left the office - bets=<n five and five thirty --md b )
he=rd on the corner of Collinsvijle and ¥issouri that
th~y ware ™Milling regross ~ff of the atrast cau; i
ba~ams sorawhet unaray, Y 214n't 2asnt to te in » oar
1f spvthing 1i%e ithst too¥ rloee. T herarded a Rel)-
ville onr =snd =3t on the ta~¥ for » fax morents, locking
tkrough the ear bdefore T acuié venture nto the ear, Yot
seaing snv nagrees ir the car ¥ wsnt throuch the e2r 2nd "
ozt in frent =vith the ~eclorr=z2n, Thare vera a nurber
of other rassangers cut there, »nd ur =hesd of us =&
noticed °noetkar mob, They rushsd *he*d of rhe csF te =
reirt shout two tlocke ahead of <us er Coilinsville
Avanae. That weuld ta¥a ur two bdlee¥s from this '
street th~t orpasss Collinaviiias - Wecenrl fvanue, |
At thet roint 1t saemed to »eo -

Vr, Ccoper: {(Interrosing) Thish say fre~
tris cerner?

ur, Mowars: This d1ractiecn (north), continuing
on Ccllinsvillae,

My, Jornson: The cna ako resds thet won't XNER

understnd wh=t veu re-n tweikhis diracticn®.
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ue, 75werse CAnt!nuing nortk of Cbllﬂhsvlllo
Avanue, The arouwd rushed =lorg the strest and stofpod
at a point about twe blecks she=d of the car, and T -
fudge4 thay hed nornered a roor negre, 2nd I saw a
rurber of militis there. 't the tfre Y saw them
the m11itia wars spnareniiv trving te do th 1} duty -
;t lsast fron =hat ¥ seen. There x-s L21f a dozen
2319tia men heidtng the corrd haok ?!th their guns -
2er~ 8 thelr brascis snd‘storr-d the erewd fror golng
any furthar. “hen the car got ur this Fob ¥ asanis
eas the viat‘m, T A~n*'t Yrow vhethar thara »>g a vige
4/m shot. T naver heard » shot on that ocansiond,
2nd don't, ¥now whethar ha escured into a dBullding tkers
or shather he esosrped down the street bacause of‘the faect
that the mi11itia held the ear baek, inyay they
h21d the aar bhenk ond thav ceemed tn rasrsct the militin-
man 2nd storped =23 thav pot tﬁere. They 41dn't s-em
te hevs to use very much foroas.

®e nagsad throush thet crewd 2nd contiuned on,
T =22 pgl=d to re-112¢ T #-s cetting cut of Rast St,
Tonis, baranges 3¢ ceecned to te dangerous tc be down
here. Thet, night frrm mv hoxe. .

wr, Yehnarn:  VAnterrosing) Thet ven saw thers

B Yo

JdemanstratadAthet the m111tis ~r»l4 keve sterr+d the med
1f thev h=" +antad te 2t the otlisr rlacss?

Ve, 7Bwerse Tt Aaronstratad tn we that the mod
st that tire, ''r t0 that tire in tke avan’rg could havs
bean cortrolled, a2silv, T hellieve, The rot didn't

scan t0 bac T had never s=a- 2 ™ok ‘n =11 oy 1ifa hefore

in »etion, this meb wos dﬂffernﬂ?}tﬂ sh=t T hsd nfotured




& mot, T had riotured a mob o8 wild ;yed, excited,. o
bloed *n helr evas - sarious locks. This mol diﬁn't
show that to me, They secemeéd to be mors or less “
good natured, and T took it thet the modb sririt thst
h=3 these people was rore to f!f!ght.en the regro 'thal;

rezlly to gat his lifs, frer the locks of the mob’

s =~

epd their fa=ces as thay rushed ur the strest. It seemed
tc e tl}n.t thay were anjloving thavezcit'.en:ent rors than
having = purdercus look or thelir faces, That night -=e -
wayercthelecs

Wp, Jannson: (Interposinrg) Xxrrxxxkaxx they
toock hurap T4fe °s they want =long? ‘ .

e, 7’ow~rs:‘ They 414, vss, sir: T didn.t
reaalize a8 that tims = T ecould™nt reslizs Low horridble
thas 2ff23r h2d haen in w-st S‘b. Tovis,

Vr, RaYar: B.%ore vcu reossed that, aven to stop
the n.ohag?ove 1t b2k or hold it in chsck, the militia ﬁ
that were there, in do?.né th+t, orlv had to ralse thelr
Tiflas with the butt 'n one hand =nd the ®b>rrel in the
ot.herf

?«lr.'ra.mrs: ‘ Rx=2tly? ,

r' Raber: E1th the rifls sg=inst the soldier's
bra2at, par>11+? with his =rms?

‘!r.’ﬁowera: weg, sir; exactly,

Ur. Raker: He ‘ust held his gun in that rosition?

vr, Towars:  oes, sir,
Yy, Ralar: HWa 434n't even have to rras-nt she bazonsts
Loesd
to than @rAr-!'a- any =tterpt x1th the bavenets?
¥r, Thowers: Yo, none h-tever, T %oo¥ 1t frow

that, f£ight, there, fror z-sing that, that the mab waeiymip

e




[
F‘ 5 easy to contrel, »nd that the soldisrs reslizad that thev
’ hed the rob undsr control and 41dn't hsve tn usa any
greater foroce t.haﬁ }u&t. to rest thelr cnrush with guns
20ross thair bressts, Zasled as T have explained; A
and T f£alt that aith the rressnze of the rilitia, that
Vb:,' da2r¥ the si tu‘a‘tim;x aemld b§ cortrolled. T live
about a mile =nd o half on tor of the bluff, whick would
be about sight mue'srrom Rast St. Tonls, This bottem
1s seven miles scross, T got h~me and h=d suprper

,I Judrge 1% »3s ;-hm:t six thirty or a juartar toc saven

; ‘ when T osre out and notised the reflect;i~n of fire

on the sky, Tha.t. #as rofore the sun had sei, *nd the

first thought that struck ms #=s of course thet the

mob had vent to burning, and Y w-g rather surrrised
© to thin¥ thrt 1% Ladn't dean controllesd dbefeors 1t had
raschaed th~t roint, T raver Raslized the rorrer ef

1% until later cn Shet night., T had oc-esten to

go ta toan -°
Vr, Tehnson: ) (!rterpcs*ngi To Hliville? .
Y. %wers: Yes, sir. ¥ a~rnt desn to eatcha
4" "n2 the i-ggtl.sr e¢»rs k=d st rred, Sn smployee
a Yrom t.he. vards v=r ta¥ing ur ah=t ’e c2l) a*dinky® Cav,

a srol)l ~ne that is used ’n Rellvi’le, and he storred

and lat ma rids ur tosn or. that ear, That, was tke

1=t asr that went u;{tom. That a-s then T guaess
nT seven twenty, WNo cars xers cor’ng %to ,lelvtle
793 2ftar that time, passing thas roint ~here T g6t on

the oar,

Coming home that night T 14f%- the town 2bout

ten thirty
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2nd 3t 1s abeut five milas to xy hrorme, T datermined
I would have to walk keme or st=y upr-o:ir'x 211 right,
I 221¥%22 abort teenty five uzimﬁes -
¥p, va¥ar: (Intarrosing) This 1s now
from 3311d710? -
¥r, 'Pe;vers: v=s, coring back, Y ret a esr
cerming In, T bearded that eor =nd rode"barr te tosn -
end csme om% on thst ear, went out on the front and
spo!rg to the rotermrsn and =sked %ir absut the excite-
ment, Aa t0l1d re th>t this 2-r »2sn't run cut te
earry passengars; it m=s run out at the reiuest =ard
damand of the amrliovees, the =1vks of the street car
méﬂ - th%tzgﬁ—loy-es of the corrany. Thay had
storred the h2rpgm oud In the «-ct roart of the town
and damanded th=% they te ta¥en cul of town, -nd
the of{io!9ls 2llowsd -~ “rsiructed é;:dwotormnn a2nd
corHuctor to taks the car to Rellville 2nd take thoss
refugeess with their alves >npd frrilies to Eellville.
They got out 21} along the £sute.
¥p, Tahnsen:  Tars thev rhjtes of blaaks?
vr, Torers: *rite raorle. fnd the report
#ss then that an arred rcb of nagpoes 72s coming
frow Proo&lya', > 13tile toxn un ah-ve here excivsively
of ns~zroes - or :;ea.r'l;.r axslusirely cf nagroes, Those
#ere 2rita peorle, the rafugees th-t the car car+iad
t0 Fellville, And@ he t03ld me that there ware many
*hite pa~rle =-»1¥% g sus of town gelng east, snd mahy

other recrle weras sxelfed, =rd resrly the whole toswn

rag =waYe. Rearvbcdy weg cut, ‘n feapr < that a tarridls




7 sonditicr exlated, *%{ com~aenced to daarn upor me

tasn how Eorritle m=s the situs%icn in E=< S¢,

Trals | == also 2018 me that the negroes ware
esatterire my to ;che asst -nd of the toan, s‘csttering
2n -vary “%restion, =nd the scsttering negroec and
rurndrnz s=%tes, toth in fear I presure, each thﬂughf.
2he other »fter the other; and th~t thousands tkz were
eross’ngy "Xhe pree B?Sdge going $nto Baat St Tenls,

T~ nezt d2y T re-d in the prape-s of arurse
the gre>t murber of rur-ars corrittasd th=t night, -
Te2t 35 #7Y th=t 7 ¥vox of the medb, ¥ -~nted. to gat
to thet r=in%, to ses if T cculdn't conclude nr test.i?
Fony.

r. RaYXer: Rafors vou get off of that, T wx2uld
233t 11%= %0 =s¥ vou this juastion? Th=% tirme In the
woern®ns 3o the c2rs start from the <%, f.ou!s side =nd
aroacz orer 40 Tast %, Louls, and then scatter out teo
tie vartcms Lesns - oross the z:ﬁ oridce?

¥r. Pos-ré:  T:11, T don't mos Just the scheduls,
T tkin¥ trere 1s = cAr leaves St. Louvils coring this xay
Tatresr E21f past five =nd six, the first ear. Thers
45 » e>r rmps froz Rellvills, T thin* 41t is the owl
e2r, th>% -

r_ Dalyer: fYrtarprosing) T den't c*re for thst,
Y den't —=rt t0 ret that mixed ur, Y w=nt to Ynow

ke stkalTle tire, 2f v-u c=n give 3t %o us, ~vhen
the earx 2irst lesve from St, Youls on the x Rridge,
aorins =~rnss tha rivsr, antering E2st €, Tonis?

¥r. Dcuarse 7 thir¥ 1% s six o'clock, T =m
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not positire,

Yr, RaYer: ‘ No e=rlier than that?

v, 'fcﬁerslz "f don't ¥now,

vr Ra¥er; “all t!‘wn, 1=t me‘ puf. this If ¥
san't g2t any more on that. Then de the cars leave
Bacst St, Touis goling to crapite City and Alton?

ur, Torxers: I think the cars lsave the sheds
the e=rlv rorning cars,about five o'clock, five a.m,,
to cestter te the different scheduled points and pick
up the*r schcdul‘as.

!!f. PalYer: That 1s about the e=rli=st?

vr. Tovers: I thirk so,

¥r, Rakasr: | Thet tige nox, doss the first parer
g2t out fror St, Touls to Eaet St T.ouls ’n the roming?

vy, Porars: .11, T dnnet ¥now Just skether the

regular c¢zrs 2*rry tka: papers or rhether ths oal ears,

.do. There 1s an oal c¢ar that cmﬂ.t!n{zes all night

betwesn mellvilile and St, Touls, Tt makss the trip

.avery heur, -

Yy, Realer: T ¥nom, but if th=t 4s a f-ct, then
-there #culd ts cars l=aving fror the padg Rridge early
in the rorn’re? .

vy, Towers: You rrevented ne fror geclrg irto
the orl e=r ratiar, Y sterted to tz21ll yru there n3s
2n owl o=r running dback and forth bestwssan St. lLouls
and Rallvi“le con thet line, and T rraszume to the othar
point, and T tx1+¥ their schedule 4s »n h-ur from ’Bell-
vills to St, Touls, =nd an heur fror S%, youls baok

to Bellville,
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9 S5 th-t =ould be a t~o Reour spage between the onl,

The orl on 4ts return - 1ts la=t time~ of le-ving

et e

Qe1ividie, T think, is about four thirty, and it
then tacomes wh=t they c2ll the 7mp;loy-,es care .
It pic)rs\lp wor¥meny to take to the sl‘zedus,' 't.o ‘take
out \“.he regular cars in the morn!ng,' t0 begir thsir
schedules, That 41s the z;eason I sy i'thﬂnk 1t is -
abeut five~ . . a.m, tix;t‘thé;; take the oars out of
the sheds, A ‘
¥r, .Raker: *ell, is there a car then leﬂing ’
St. Touls for R~s% St, iouﬂs prootically ‘evsry hour
of ths d-y and night? . »
Mr, Towers: Retwx=en midnight - bataeer t;ne and
five, I thir¥ there i1s a srace of two hows,
¥r, Raker: Th-t xruld be 'k.:etween whnf heurs?
ur, Monars:  Batvser one and five; so th-t laat
¢ar leaves Rellville at 12,10, That turns in at the.
shed, T thiry 1t 1= 12,40,-
¥r, Reyer: ¥s there anvene xho could tell ths

Corr!ttse whether or not ths St, Louls papers had the .

fublicstion of this riot irn them on ths morning of
July 3rd, th=t got ovsr here ‘n Rast St  Louls about
five o'olock of the "rd?

Mr, Toners; I thirk rost any str=at eor ran
conld tell v~u that - anv motorman or corductor,

¥y, Raler: But you dent't know?

vr. Tlowers: Yo, T den't Vnoa hhet time tha

R} p>Iersget over here in the morning. I think they get

R

over here rather esrly though?
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I vas golng %o continue ry :tatement that Y

left off or this meeting of the E-st St, Louls

trades and ladbor assembtly, I -anted to get that

clear and speoific end well underé.t.ood.) ‘Ths point
I 1=ft off at was, I “Ueve, whers I'told?;.rru that
there was a corrittes ar-ointed pfﬂ-ctiéany of ev<ry
dslegzata conrrising the Csantrsl Redy, to< aprear at.
the City Fall and ;)rotest. to the council reeting
sgainst the‘ﬁlux - the great irnflux of ncgroes.'
I told you the staterent I herrd thnat night wag that
they fe-rad a szall pox epliemlo *n town,

¥r Reker: Thst s the s=re msoting y~u tastified
ahout this rorning?

vp, Powers: vas, T told veu the Bast St
Louls - then 3e& £0¢t into th-t - advertised, as

Y lerrned later, thnt reetipg ss bLedng a ra s rreet.ing'\

The night of the 28th, cn shich this m-eting sas held,

a gre-% nurbaer of psople appeared - so I am told
and read - ¥ #=sn't down there rrself -

Mr, Cnoper: (Irgerposing) Fait a minute
now. You s=1d, as T understand, th.-‘.'eetins to which
these dalegates ixxxkizhx had teenr a;uested to come
2nd notified to come or attend, #-s on the - ass that
on the 28th?

Mr, Tocers: To the test of ny knowledge 1t w-s
to be the n'ght of the councll reeting, which #a< the
2€th, tp ta 2t the counecil chanber,

¥r, Raker: That reeting of Yay 28th had heen

—————
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arranged for at thke meeting sb2ut a x-=2k befors?

Yr, Torners: Atout a waeXk before.

Yr, Reker: *hich vrn have tol® us abnuf this
inornin;?, ' | ‘
| ¥r, Torers’  Yas, '

¥r, Raker: .Just right there - 1t m
irt'rr ipting you at 211 ¥ ¥now -[;;1. g=t a cory of
that notice?

vr, Torers: 1 414 not,

¥y, Ra¥er: Did yo: aver sse 3 sopz of the noticc:

vy, Flowers: T hava net seen 2t to read 1t over,

I 3ot Yrow sh-t the noticse is,

vYr, RalYer: Pere you a rarticirant - 4did keu
hely ret ths notice up?

#r, Toxars: Yo, the secratary, I $irk, d1d th-t,

He may Yave had sore of the corrittes, Y don't “nosw,

vr. Rekar: Tasg 1t diccussed ak-t the nntice should

contain?
aclsts%ed this mornirg

vr, TPoners: The moticn rrovided for the secrstary [
te eltker rotify the loezl unicns or the Zel=gntes - T ixxf
dont lusv ramerber wkich - to te pre=-ent at the gornecil
zeet’ g to protest - the next counecil ~aeting which of
course x-s5 a week hencs, The point tiat Y wxant to make
1s that the Journal then, ac tastified == teatdfd=d by
Rrother'kﬁrr, advertised th:s meeting as a wTass weeting,
and 2ccording to the prass thers wars a zres¢t nunber

cf people =t th:t reeting,
wr. pa¥er: Rafore vo. ress froxz that, 4o yeu

did weu or »ny othsr members th:t were at the reeting
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e : 12 preparatory to the Yay rmeeting - T #ill ~all it the

r:eting of preparaticnfir the Yay meeting - that »1l1

designate it ~ did yny of you folks ever try to makXe

ne v e

an i1:quiry of tae segratary or arong your memders te ‘
se2 210 wax the ran in tha2t orowi %gan this notiase
out %0 thé papers? ) ‘ __..‘.. -

¥r, Powers: Yo, T don't thin¥ that wmas =ver
discussaed., It 33 not very hard to find out shat -
organizel labor is dolng, ?é"are navap very saerat
about anrything they are do’ng, They do thsir wmork
openly and altheu’, any sesreovy, ‘

¥r, Raker: Tex I didn't intsnd to gst that views
of 1%, but 7as 1t Inltended that this reeting should de
tnowm by the pudblis for the 28th?

Yr, Powars: T den't think 1t #a2: maznt for the
Tutlice to be taken ’nto the rs2ting,

¥r, Raker: Th2n 3£ 3t z-sn'v x2ant to take tae
publie, ’n, scxsone zust have divuiged tas fae%s 3zainst
tke desirs of your zen,? Yeu ~-re iry‘ng to g2t results,
and thair iivaigence of 1% 31dn't asgsist vou !n‘getung
results} ‘

¥r, Pozers? T donet Hon hem the paople or tke

-utside Imas th=t this rza2ting w=s to b2 arransd43, unless
they cvarhz2=rd del2za%=s t-1Xing aboutthe proposed .
zaeting.,ﬁ Yt #onidn't b2 hard to gat information,

Ypr, Rake-~: Go rizht or with yeur story now,

ur, Tomarsi Fox follexing that meeting, all of
tz2 parers 2sm2 oub “he n2xb 4=y telling of the r=ating
of the lahnring peopls, thae labor union reprasanta- 3

Vxeaasbre
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tives at the councili protasting, arnd juotsd the
sp2ech of ons Alaxander narmiza.n, and left the in-
farenca tn those who mould read it, that Vr, Flanni-
zan w#28 A part of the lszbor rovaxent, sithout sayirg
he w-g or ®ithoatd szvin,grhe 323 not, Fut the way
the arviclss we~s aritten oze w~ould take the im;mssfon
from the articlss that ¥r, Flannigan w3 a zart of
tke 2ador rreet.ingnx‘“;; %28 ¢allsd that night to protest
to ths cmmcil afalinst the influx ot' negroes,
VP, Ravar: ®211, ncw, sere you at that recedling?
¥r, Ton.ers: ¥ 323 not, l
vp, ker: ¥=11, have yen or your associntes
meds 2n effort to £ind oaut fust +hat ¥r, Flaznigan

23d =% that raeting cf Yay ZEth?

n

r, Towers: T don't ¥row vh2t ths lec=1 toard
has done. T Lave n2v2r male =2n of fort pesonally te
£4rd cut ¥r, Flannigan's statsrent, 221 7 *row of
¥pr, Flannigan 1s k=% I have ssze n the press, ani what
h2s baen astifffed Lsre. ~ The reisr apers juotad wr,
Flannigan, tO fi:». ‘a3t of ry cexory, as 2losing the
meeticz vith a S1@F¥¥ spesch in shinh he rade ths state--
x2nt th=t there %s no ias 2z21inst zob violence, under
conditions that -xIstad in Rast st. Louls,

wp, Raver. w213, you ande:rst~od that th=% =mas
~hat ¥Yr, Flannigan =214, wasn'c 147

vr, Tazers: Yo, T 31dn,t unl:-stanl 1t tk2% way.
211 T naad vas the namspapar raports, . $Singes tals
t-stimdnvy s cr Y rave neard that Yr, Flanrligan's

statement s-s so0xeshat i Sf:rent frox that,
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. . | 18 Mr, Raker: Well, have vou a doubt 'n Zour mind
. ’ > j 9s t¢ whether ¥r, Fiannigan xéa:!; thet sgeéck or not? 5
- l vr, Posars: I havs -~ J can't rass Sxdgwant en 1%,
.- = “_ " yr, paker, ' - ;
) - ‘ vp, Rakers =211, why not? ~ .
e Z ¥r, florers: BA-acause i1f T ware tc att=zpt to pass
oo ) Sudgment, T seuldn'y Ynow how to start. A1l I have
j R : 1s the nawspapsr report, = . ) )
: . ) . ¥r, Raker: I know, 'bué you had ;voui fffend$
| ’ .there - at least a'bnut.nir.et;: ot. the cer shé 23 been
T, suzmondd to be present thers? .
v ‘ vr, Towers: ves,
7 Vr, Raver: Tho had tean notiflad te ta present
. 1 That 1s right, isn't it?
y .z{r. Torers: V-3, sfr.
’ ¥r, Raker: Yow have you mafe an Inj Iry of =ny

of those as 0 Jusi what Ur. Fiannlgan 4did say?

¥r, Towers: No, I nsver have, '

¥r, Raker: Dcn't ysu thin it 'is 1::.-91'?.351: that
yeu eught te have “nowngsh»t ¥r, Flann?gan s2147 ‘

vr, owerss Yo, T don't; not 'n =3 far as it

wighs a“?aet tha iadboring people,
¥Yr, Ralar: Tay not? Yow X¥r, Fianrigan was
th:re.

¥r, Tosers: Recause ¥r, Flannizs=n is rot a part

iy

of the laboring pe nle of Bast St, Leuls,

Vr, Ra'ar: T ¥noa, but ¥Yr, Fla=nliz=n got Into

the reeting.

¥r., Torers: ¥as, he got Into the meetling,
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Vr, Baker: Ard having Leen in the maetirg, so
that thars w%»211d ba no misundarstanding, I am ¥onder!n¢
sh=t 1s the explanation && that you people didn't gat all
the avitancs as %o wh~t ¥r, Rlannigan actuany-,du,

80 tk=t vau znuld take act!~n upon ¥r, Flannigan's

itzproper sr2ach thera that night, if 1t was inproper,
ur, PTosers: T211, I don't Fnow what the lo;al

bers hava baen doing on that. T only gat to reet

4’th tham onsra averyv tae weeks'. The reason I want

1r that %s to try to show that shat u=23 dons by the

C:intral Pody, by the labor movement, they d1d laritl-

xatelr and In the test intsresis of the community,

T 2111 s2y this, thot Y teiiays the zeneral citl-

zenship of East St. Louia lodked to two forces to

try %0 40 somathing in a publie w3y to have the

officizls of RHast St. Touls wale soms statarent or

ot least maYe soma effort 10 w=—a the graat influx of

a-groas into B=2st St, Lou’ s, I ‘thin> the txo

forcas th=t thar would havs in mind vyould te the

B t. Louls trades and labor as-erhly, tha ladbor

n
S
m

¢
teard, =2nd tiose reprasanting the cor- erolal Interests,
Ticse are ratruallv the two forces In which the
resrle of -he corrunity would feel that something
skeuld -rznate from those swe fofces to make an =ffort
toe charse any zonditlons, or try to hring ad ut a change
to eliminate any avil that is 2 community avil,

¥r. Ra¥rer: Thy didn't you attend thet meeting
on MYazr 28th?

vr, Thwars: T d4dnt't have time, Vv work =«
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in the looaliht.,v' took ry time. Y wxould have 1i¥ed
to attend the resting, and nor wish I had been at
the reetirg.

¥r., Ra¥er: (?ould veu give us the nares of
thekz-en, of %-41/‘ wWho 2ctually did attend that
meeting, ®ho0 would be abls to give us lusi exactly
wh=t ¥r, Flennig-n 414 sag?

wr, Thaers: ¥ hallave the s=oret ariv of the
C:ntral Redy czn z3ive you the nares of cvary one that
vzs notifled, snd ;osatiy nearly all those that
attanded,

¥r, Rakar: Wsil, do zou think youpould £ind
out now frop ryeur Pirends, and get tha nares of them,
zho would testifv as to what ¥r, Fianniean 444 s=p
2t that mseting?

vr, TOH-.!PSS) I #r=2112%2 that 2ny of the lztor
fellowns 7.'}-.9 havae t2sitifed4 aculd be in a position to
t211 you bh=tter than I,

¥r, na¥sr: Tell, %111 you maks 1t your businress
now te get cut =nd ses these ren?

¥r, Porers: T w311 ask the labor fellors, those
who waras there,

My, Ravar: Cee if they can't pressent four or
fives ren sho ~er2 thare and sho »ill Yros Just eRootly
shot Mr, Fian-igan d1d say, as n2ar as cne c¢=n r=2zsxrbar
it.

r, Pemars’ T %311 »111lirgly co-sult those mwen
and let vou Ynow,

Fow vou thirk it ought to Te deone,

vr. Ra?-'er:

S
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17 den't vou?
wr, Towsrs: ¥s11, 1ﬂ‘a #ay, ves, sir,
¥r, Raker: ¥p, Flanris=>n ®>sn't reprasenting .
yocu people? -
~ vr, Towers: Yo. _
¥r, Raker: we got into th= meéting-and did, as
tc the
T undarstand you to sgy, Justf/econtrary of sh=% you
p=ople rare trying to gat ? ’
Mr, Towers: That is the gansral imprassien,
~coording to the prass, ¥ 4en't Ynow shet “r. Flenn-
igan sald ;s*sonally,'
.- . Yr, Ralkar: G~ ahea2d ,now,

vr, Powars: Y belleve, Yr., Chalrman, thet that

will about eoneln*: vh=t ¥ had to say, other th-n to -
'g ' if the Cormittze will pa2rrit xe ~ %0 re~d some testi-

mony t0 hesr out the stztexents th2t I h=ve raie that

there w-s !nfiuenses, =kilfull 4rnflusncass, skillful

nyineering, -t work te hrfrg abrrut a greot irflum

¢? negroes !nto Rasy St, Touis, Sore tactivony of
eertain 1rdividuals in ths ssestisony hafore the Stafd
25:rell of ND-fense, I L2 lave, w111 verify thot,

Y have even he-rd th-t% it +~s hard to cet those people

to come2 up here; an % that Tany of them ~ers afraid
after the riots, =»nd in ordar to g2t ~hat faw that
w=2ra upr hars tre!r xxxkxkxxxz t2stironvy in th=rs, if
tke Commitite=~ w1l rermit re -
wp, Johnson: {Tnta-rosing) Ta have a transoript
B ' of ta~t recosd, 1f vou w11l ‘*ust Airsst us now, to the

! naras of tre sltnessas.




18 yr, Tosers: +f T-2=n get a gop Just for a moment

Topgeas n ey

4 l;elﬁ.eve T c2n givs the names.
vp, Raker: Thils they ars getting this index ¢
' 2nd cbpy, ars thers any othar peofle that ¥now about :
thece ¢ rdftions that 31dn't tastify? That wars ‘
afr214 to test!.‘y?
?-'tr. 'rodex-s: Wo, T don't thirk they ars !n towm
=t this time, | x
Ve, Raker: Y211, shere =re t&ey?
¥p, TPTowars: T thiny they 1aft after the second
riot. 7 %111 s»v thils, th~-% there weres many nagroas
trask workares
-- whn belongad to this ¥xxkxxzaxX orsani-ation te whiech

Y hovs raferred, ¥ thirk nost of those #ho testifled

wmere rerbarg of that oreanization, that had s=acursd

a 1ob in Rest St, Tonis and hed 35o0inad the tranck workar's
1 unicn, bus after the =2cond riot, T think rost of those
nesroas ware driven ocut,

¥r, QAarer: Do you Yaow of =»nyvhtody that ¥nows any-

thirg aboaut tha conditicns that vou hi2ve been T3lling

about, thet Jedupr to the riot of Yav 26th, =nd Juiv =nd,
th=t hroven't sivan th2ir testimonw bncausé they are unrler‘

fear of rh=t right harpen to thelir 1livas or their proprdtsy

1f they shovld testify?

Yr, ’?'a-.vsrs: Vo, T dem't Ynow anr fndividually,
¥r, Ra¥er, Dut 7 f:1 thet thera =2re a sre=%t ranv reopls
iIn B2st 8%, Tenuls th-t eould give “nformation,

r, RoYar: That ars afrald te ta=tify?

”’r, 'I'br:ers: That hestitats, T f2a8]l that xay,

T den't *now anv of them.
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19 ' ¥r, Raker: Yown, do you th:n* th=t wourself
and your ~ssoqistes coudd i::n the nares of shgs; i
people and give them to the Committee? ' ‘

vr, Fowers: 1 don's %now that T could. ®ossib’y
_ some of the local boﬁs could, T don't ”noQ thot T
could, 5 2 not so well asjual-ted irn Eﬁst‘St. Loﬁi;
outs5id+ of tha isdbor bovs, I have been cozihg dowvn
hore for the lmt five years,. - - ; ">"-. .
uMr, Ra¥er: Yow is tﬁare anyboly that vou ¥now
of akn hasn't testifled sn resard to this conditior ,
thot, has heen ekisting hers -nd éaused ty the srast

genesrns, that hevan'y tas=tified, or Frnos arytalng that

798 wculd be bensficlal to the Comzlttee, ak¥ cculd glve us

ans evidence upon those conditions?

¥p. Towers: I den's knos as the ¥aycor has testi-

¥r, Raker: UYow, but I mean ouislde, any xen that
are Yeeping in covar or are afrald to testify for fear it
#111 inlure thelr business or Injlure thexselves personally

or tlheir families or property?

Mr. Towers: Yo, I den't knos of ary that T could .

thin¥ of, Mr, Raker,

The rames that T would 1i%s to mention, whose szxorn
statements show that there was extensive alz:=rtising and in-
ducements by agents to coms to Rast St. Louis, according

to this testimony, are Joe Reed, and the namesthat follow,

' up t0 Sam Pettis, Joe Reed, Willlar King, w?arren Fing,

Fﬁ George TLewls, NDrew Avery and Sam Pettis,
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¥r, Raker: Those are colorad?
Yr, Towmers: Yes; sir}’those are all coloresd peoplQ.; i
There is a f2s cthers, I believe,that thelr testixony would
tend in that direction, but those peorle were direct immi-
grants from the‘souih. Tkey had come hefe recently, That
is the‘reason'l name those particular pesorle, The antire
testimony, I heileve, %311 tend to shows that there sas'
undue efforts rade to induce the negroes to come 19 Fast
8%, Louils iIn grazater nurbers than were necessary to f1l11
any Jobs that might be in Rast St. Louls,
¥Wr, Raker: So that thers will be no misundé}standins
now on that statement of the w¥'iness, yocu asked the Commite
tee if you couid read that testlirony to them, You Lave
presented to the Committee two volumes of the testimony
ta¥en by the State Council of Defense?
¥r, Towers: Yes, sir.
¥r, Raker: and the Cormlttee has in its pessesion
non that entire testimony and the statements that vou raler
to?
¥r, Tomars: 1I-wanted to say to the Committee, so
they will have 1t--
Mr. Raker [interpesing:) And ca read it., The
Cormistae can read 1¢ sitheut having it read to tier now,
¥r, Tomars: 1 wanted to say t6 the Cormrittea that
officially-- I telleva T haye told one or tvo mesters of the
Corrittee and the Clerk-- that T am obligated for tk: return 3

of this transaript %o the files in Chlszago, and ar going to
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ask the Tormittee to return it to re when you are through

®ith 1t, It was my rejuest at the start to as» that this
entire testimony te made part of this Cormitteess testi-
mony-- that the eniire testimony be made part of the re-
cord, as it was ail taken under oath, and would tend to
show a great deai a2s %0 tz2 causes tnat led up,

¥Ur, Johnson: But tais Committee had no oprortunity
t0 cross-examine any of these sitnesses, At some future
executive meeting the Committes #3111l detarmine what use
1t will ra¥Ye of ihls transcript, and T wsish to say to you
right now that the prohahlilit’es are that the Committee
#111 not have the orrortunity of goling over thls testimony
which vou havs furnished in thesa t»s0 volumes until most
probakly in Decarter,

¥r, Towers: I wouid then have to walt until Decexber
for 1% to te returned?

¥r, Johnson: Te wxould lire to, 1f rou are satisfied
to walt,

¥r, Toxers: That 1s =ntirely satisfastory, lust so I

799 amr able to return 1% to the partles #%o are holding me re-
ﬁ sponsible for them,
¥Yr, Johnson: As soon 3as thls hearing is over, it is
golng %o take tlie stenograpker rrobably t30 weeks to transe
- crive h!s notes before the notss w11l be avallable for the
different mexders of the Corrittee, That #1ll certainly

ta¥Ye ur tn the ist of Decerber, at which time Congress will

Teet, .nd aach rerbar of this Comxittee w11l tkhen have other
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dutles to perform in anition to tﬁis, and no merber of the
Committee haé been home since fSongress adjourned, and eaﬁh
of us will desire %0 go home for a sho?t visit at least
before Congresa convenes, - ,.

Now getting bacﬁ tr the teginning of your testi-
5 - mony, you stated wlth some degree of positiveness that
! tha troubles here have grosn out of the emplovmmt by the
several !ndustries located in Rast St. Louls and adjacent
to Bast St. Louls, o2 nesgroes im large nurbers?
: ¥r, Toxers: I don't rexe~ber of mraking that state-

T rent, Vr, Chairman., I think 2y statement was that the

: cause of the riots was tiae great !nflux of negroes from .
the South, ard that I charged the tlg ermploring interests
of Bast St. Louls of belng responsidle for that influx,

I think that 1s the way T put that, T dont think I put it

Just that ®ay. I may be mista¥en,

¥r, Jonnson: Tell, if »-u did stats it the way I
thought yeu d1d, or if I was xistaken in 1&,.che last state=-
rent of rours is the one ®Lfsh rust te accepted as your

trae intent?

¥r, Towarss Yés, sir,

¥r, Jehnson: During veour testicony of nearly half a
dary vesterday and approximately half a day today, Y have
falled t6 gather that you have certainly located upon ary-
tody connacted or associated sith any one of thess large
industries the tringing of nz2groes to Rast St. Louls, X=a

if vou can refer %o some spez!f’c Instance of where some-
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that was done, I would te glad to bave that stated; 1f it has
been stated, to restate it for the purrose of erphasis,

; ¥r, Towers: In answer, at th2 star: of nmy tesvimony,

to a juestion by ¥r, Ft;ss, 1f T had anything direct, T be-. ‘

lieve I pointed out twxo or three >nstances,’ One was

the telerhone conversation by the superintendent of zﬁe 's:rqét'
ar company sherein he was »xx complalning of a scarolty of
labor, and that he. sould .gqt an akundance of nagro labo;. -
and the tone in ahich ke sald 1t. ~ o
’ ¥y, Joanson: To refresh the re-ory rot only of myself

but of otherfrexlters of the Corrittss, will }ou say #hen taat
econvarsation vas and xith whom the street car superintardent
was talking xhen he stated that?

Yr, Towers: He wxas talkine zith crself over the tele-
rkone,

¥p, Jchnson: what §as his naze?

¥r, Tovars: T, C. VYeyers, .

¥r: Johnson:; And aken mas tkhat cenversationl’

¥r, Towers: MNow I am nct pss’tlve ahether the conversa

tion ®sas Jn the fall of 1916, the late fail of 1916 or the
early spring of 1917, I don't knew definitely, I think it
sas in the fall of 1316,
¥r, Johnson; Yos 3hat xas the o~czas’ion of hls say-
- thef Plenty
inekhe cculd get nnxmx of negro relp?
¥r, Toserss J think my testimony shews that ke crme

“1 800 rlz'red %o me that the activity of the rerresertative of

the track workers was preventing him frem gettirng labor, as
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he 'put it, )

i!i-. Johneons  White labor?

f!.r. Tomerg:  Labor, He didn:t say white oriblaeti
ﬁé di&n't have. any black lator ezprloyed up to that time.

“ ¥r, Jehnson: Therefore, he necessarily referfed to
- ‘white lator? . — »

7 _‘mr. Towers: Yes; thas ke was rrev‘ented from gettirng
is.bor, ard trat labor wsas scarce and that ke had %e Lave
lstor ard that he could get an ;bmdance of negroes,

¥Yr, Jounson: Tell, if he sald that labor zas scarce
ard alnost In the same Freath sald that ke could get plenty
of negro istor, he thirefore meant that white lator aas
gcarce but that Lhe cculd get plenty ¢ negro lator? Tas
that abcus the sibstarce of it?

¥r, Tosers: Yes, sir, that 1s it; yes, sir,

¥r, Johnscn: And zis talk to you uron that occasion
you say was Iin e -na:ure of a complaint?

¥r, Tosers: Yes, sir.

r, Johrscn: And shat proveked Lis complaint? ¥hat
situation prevoked his corplaint?

Vr, Toaers: He coxplalined that many refused to go to
wory there tecause ikey had.:tecome xenkhers of ';hg track
workers' urlon,

¥r, Jchnson: That they wouldn't te permitted to
vork on the street ra’lwzy vor)y unless they telorged te the

tracy xork¥ers' union?

¥r, Tosars: Well, he didn't use the sords "not te

ot T 0 1 A Vs e s AR
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percittied® .‘ but the activitieg of the refpresentatives and
the men on the JobL were sﬁch that the men Joined when they
wer.t to work, éome refused t go to work wshen they were
teid they were expected to Join the organization, and he
~as corplalning because of the loss ofthg day or two days'
1abor of those men, He marted me to make sore arrap.gementa
aherety a man ccuid work taree or fcur,days cr a week xith-
out ‘oining the organization, I told him ¥ couldnst change
the cendistions of the agreerent; that J xould help him are
rar.gé tLe conlerarce #1th the cormittee if he wishked 1%,

¥r, Ychnson: In otkher acrds, he was willing, toth
wlilirg and anxlcus, to erpioy the whlte lator shich nas
presenting 2tseif, but xas nct ertirely satisfied to Abe
deprived of their labtor during the few days which it aould
take for tiem to tecome memters of the unlon lator crganiza-
tiep? Is that correct?

¥r, Towers: Woi exactly., It appeared that there
xere a great many workers who Would have worred and went
tc aory¥ 23th tkhat urdsrstarding, that they sculd work one
or tso or three dars, and then leave the coxmunity or leave
the fobt, and because they only wanted to work a skhort time
they dldnet aant to join the organization; and rather than
Jcin ike organization for tso or three days' work tkey
souldn'y start a% all, and the coxplaint was that ke mas
derrived of tkat iXor,

¥p, Johrser: FRub yet he scught an Interview wlth
you, as the representative cf crganized lator, for tte pur-

pes2 of liavine tl.ose zen of snom ycu Ilgst spoke permitted
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to go to work for the few days?

¥r, Towers: I inferred that ti&t is ashat he meant
bty kis conversation, ‘

vy, Johnson: Ard you in rour capacity as a rep;gsenta-‘
tive of orgenized labor, didn+t rake the arrangement with
xir shich he was desircus of making?

¥r, Toserss I told him Y rould investigate, and I
324 take 3t up with the represertative, and his story was
scxevkat different than that of Vr: Yeyers, The two’of us
cken went to the o0ffice to see ¥r, Veyers, and I talked to
¥r: Mevers-- I dcn't know xhether he carrled out that sug-
gestion-- but the complaint ceased af ter that,

¥r, Johnson: The cepplaint upon whose part?

¥r, Towers: From ¥r. Yevers, I suggested that he
pass the word «+th hls forsren to coorperate wlth the re-
presertative of the track wsor¥ers, and J felt sure that
zxxz there would be no troutie and no occasion for complaint
€iiker by the track workers or bty the company,

¥r, Jchnson: w™ell, su0 %xas i1t that was-- whose com-
pla2int amounted 10 so puch that Yr, ¥Meyers felt compelled
to ta¥e the matier up #ith ycu?

¥r, Towers; The individual complaint?

¥r, Johnsen; That individual corpleint or wshat cole
lective conmplaint, elther?

Mr, Towerss J don.t kreca, Possibly the complaint
o scme of his foremen, or possibiy the complaint of scme
frdfvidual,

¥r, Jornson: 2nd i1f those conplaints came from his
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foremen and otker individual employes, they came from them
because they were unionized; i1s that correct?
¥r. Tomers: No, I wouldn't ¥nos Low he would get
the complaint, )
¥r, Jehnson: I wasn,t asking ycu ho& he got 1%, but
from whem he got 14, and In shat capaclty it saze to him,
The non-union men, 1 take it for granted, did not oonpiain
that other non-union men were working uron tke job, did they?
¥r, To~ers: The non-union men did rot complain that '
otLher non-unior ren were working on the Job?
¥r, Johnsen: Yes,
Mr: Towers: 1 never reard any such corplaint,
¥r, Johnsen: I say, Y would take it for granted,
Therefore, iIf there was a complaint going to ¥r, Yevers
that non-union men were working upon the job, it aould
come f£rom unlon ren, s0ndd it not?
¥r, Towers: I dentt thirk there ®sas a cemplaint of
that ¥ind went to ¥r: Meyers, VMr, Vevers corplained that
he d3dn't get the lator ¢? those men #kLo xar:ted to work
sitkheut Jolning the organization for ‘ust cne or tso or
three days,
¥r, Jolnson: ®ell, why would they loin tke organiza-
tion in order o work cne or tao or three darys, if nohody
k¥as ot ecting to thelr doing so when he scught to employ
them?

Nr, Towers: Thy would they have to Join?

Yr, Johnscn: VYas,
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¥r, Towers: There was nothing ccmpulsory about 1t,

B e e e Avarda

The men that were on the Jjot took the position on.t.he Job
that they shoulﬁ ex Join lmmedlately when they wsent to

wor¥, as they had dene, There was none of the mern ever laid -
dc@n ;héir tools for refusal., Some had threatened to,

Nr, Johnson: But ths men on the Jot were union men,

Mr, Towers: The&‘@sre union nen; yes, sir,’ _

¥r, Johnsop: An;i the union men who sought employment
upon the same loh, for seme feascr; or other, didn.c go to
work until they became union men? ‘

?.zr.; Towers: You mea:t t0 say the non-uniorn men?

¥r, Johnson: Yes, 4

¥r, Towers: You saild "union®,

Vr, Jehnson: well, I Inadvertently sald that, I
meart ron-union, |

¥p, Towers: The union men on the Job naﬁurally
oprosed those non-union men starting on the /cb without
pavinrg part of their initiation fee, They nade that es-
tablisned rule, and succeeded in carrying 1% cut aithout
any frizstion,

¥r, Joanson: Some of the non-union men sought exrploy-
ment, and ¥r, Meyvers was desirous of enplywing them, Then

the okLstzcle which stood in the way of thelr being ensployed

care frem the union men who were on the Job?
¥r., Towers: well, the wy ycu put itv, I guess yes

would te tkLe answer, The men dermanding of the ren-union
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xen that they becom; part of the»orgaudzat!on, They had
no way of enforoing it other than tobell them that they
wouldn't work with them.‘ » \
‘¥r. Johnson:- And that meant juite a sericus thing
to ¥r. Meyers, the emplcver of the lasbor?
) "¥r. Toners: Nob necessarily that I could see.
Mr, Johnson; Now ahy céuldn '+t yru see that it
¥as not necessarily an importaﬁt matter to him?
Mr, Towers: Because I bellsve that ke could have
g0vten rany steady men who wtuld havs vorked steady,
¥r, Johnsen: Non-union?
Nr, ‘Towers: Yen ®ho would have 2eined the organiza-
"tion and held their obs-- tecome permanent man cn the Job,
ard I tried to polnt cut tkhat that 1s the class of lator
that should be desirable for the comparny as well as the
tracr-workers,
¥r, Johnscn: Put 1f I have understcod correctly,
he couldn,t empioy the very character of iator about which
you speak until-- without the loss of several days while
they were being properly adnitted to the union?
¥r, Towerss VYes, sir, he cculd. Fe cculd erploy
ther and there would be no cesplaint, providing the new
explove would show a dispos’!tion that he was w1lling to
Join the organizatilon,
¥r, Jonnson: And to #kom would he rave to show that
di-position? -
Mr, Towers: To the representative of the organiza-

tion,
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Mr, Johnison: So at last, again, on final analysis,
ti:é cormplainant wa#neither the non-union rar %ho wnas seek-
ing w#~or¥, nor ¥r, Meyer#, who was des’rous of giving him
the work?

¥r, Tosers: T never heard of any conplaint coming
fror the men., ¥r. MNeyers was the one that made the come .
plaingt,

¥r, Johnson: He was not cblecting to tke non-union
men sorking?

¥r, Torers: No, sir,

¥r, Johrisen: And the ron-union men mere not chblecting
to mor¥ing?

¥r, Toxers: No,

¥r, Johnson: S0 that if there was any cblection, 1t
ecare froe tke union men?

Ur, Towsers: It came from the track sorkers,

¥r, Johniscn: You have also spoken 0 ithe represernta=-
tives 6f some of the interests here employirg large bodles
of men, going ouito the gates of mornirgs shen tke nen came
to worlk, an& passing white unlon men unnoticed ard signal-
lirg to a big strappirg, atle-bedied colored man, to come
ez in and go to work?

¥r, Toxers: VYes, sir; I have testifled t§ tkat,

Yr. Johrson: If I falled to catch the full mearing
ard *ntent of that, T ®sould be gled %0 have vcu tell xe
again Just shy 1% was that certaln ashite ren xere passed or
in that way relected Ly the erployer, and theseatle-bodied

colored men to whom vou have referred bedng taven in their
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¥r, Torers: I don't know just shy, Yy ppinion is :
that the companies did that to frighten the wﬁite lator A
that migkt be in Zast St. Louls-- to shos them that 1t was
tard for tkem 10 get a Jot, ever at the small -age,randvto~
encourage tte negro into tke cosnun!ity,

¥r, Johrsen: If T correctly understand you, 1% was
tke trLecry of these large industries, and 1% sas the
pilan alopted ty therx, to in that zay say tc the shite em-
pioye that 1f rpis labor was not satisfactory or if Lis

cocntexplated stri¥e skould be carried out and put into

[ executicn, that there was another sasurce from wkick he
i could get lstor, and that was from tke tlack man?

¥r, Towsrs: J deXi.t think the erployer kad very
musk trousk: of a strik¥e, It was Just to-- T thirk it was
a silient$ »ay whic; re radéd %o ma¥e thée shite, coz~on, un-
> orgenized labor, knos itrat there was no crharce om earth

for him to tetter his condition; io disccurage ever the

thour.t of crganization,

¥pr, Jeknscn: ¥ell now, then, yveu treat orgzaniza-
tion ard tetierrent ¢f conditions as syncnymous?

¥r, Towers; Atsoluteiy., Tre cnly force, I telleve,
in the ccuntry that %111 better the condition of th= workers,

wr. Johnson: Tell, Laving gotter that, then, I can
bester und:srstand Just shat you mearn In scxe parts of ycur

testizornd anich I didn.t fully understand before, ¥ be-

lieve yvcu rave expressed the crinlfon, not once tut several

aﬁ‘ times, %hat the negro was held up In front of tke ahite
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laboer as a sort of a menace, and as ycu expressed 1t in
your own terms, I beileve, that the white 1aborefs ard the
blac” lavorers were piited against each other by the en-
ployer of labor, ) 7

¥r, Tosers: I have stated that, I have testifiled
to that, 7 thirk, Xr, Johrson, cruglly §0, to the extent
that there zas another walting. }

Ur, Jokrson; Anotker shat?

¥r, Tozers; To the extert that there was still
another walting, another waltirg for the [ob; that there
would be three xen for ona lob, That is the way I
reasurs the latcr cordition as 1t existed in Eaét St.Louls -
in 1917,

Ur, Jeunson: SO then, vour aralysis of the situa-
tien 1s that the emplover of izbor has cruelly pitted the
tlack man agalnsh the sclte, and the akites azalnst the
blacks, in als localliy?

¥r, Toasers: Nercilessliy so, ard o the detriment
of toth. ]

¥p, Jehrson: Therefore the shlte latorer having
the black laborer pitted agalnst him, has come to regard
the negro lator as an-enemy to nis retterment?

¥r, Tosers: I den't think tre intklligent shites
Or negrozs recessarily regarded each other as eneries,

¥r, Johrson. Y sald as an enery to kis tetterment,

¥r, Touwers: Oh, ¢~ his betterment, I think they
realize, Toth thée roor negro and the poor shite, that the

positvlion they #ere 1n sas 10 the advanbtage 6 the ermployer
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only, and I telieve the%Nerlored that condition,

¥Yr. Johrisen: But toth the skh!tss and the tlacks,
"according to yeur opinion, accepted the situation fhat
each #as pitted aga’nst the other by thé ezployer of lator?
¥r, Towers; They kad te accept 1t, It was forced
on them, The rmost dense would fully reallze it.
' ¥r, Johnson: Just as a man might take two game-coeis,
%1 thout reasoﬁ, and put ther to fighting for his osn aruse~ j
rent or for his profit? ‘ ‘ '
¥r, Towers: Tell, 1 don't.say that, I don't ?now'~
that that would be ithe right ¥ind of a cocparison, because--
¥r, Johnson {Irterposing:) Tell, give me a sompari-
son, Yken, that w2lli dbe better; ‘
¥r, Towers: That had only teen used at the tizms of
tre riodts., Prior %o that time I den't think the feeling
between white labor ard negro lator sas such as wowld exist
tetwseen the two‘fighting cocks, . |
¥r, Johusan: Prior nos to what riot, Vay §r July?
¥r, Toners: _ﬁoth riots. '
¥r, Johnsen: Now, prior to the Yay riot, ycu say a

represertative of organized laber had tak¥en up the juestion

in commen %1th other mernters of organized lator, with the
view of havirg the city authoritles do scmething which
wculd prevent the Influx of negroes into thls comrunity?

¥r, Towers: Tkat mas the oblect,

¥r, Johnson: Hox lone aas that i1dea going on in
your mind, or in the ainds of other leaders of organized

labor in th's s=cticn befcore the Nay riot?
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Mr, Towers: Th#t would be hard'to state Just how
lorg, ' ‘

¥r, Johnson: I Ynow it wéuld, because it would ccme
on gradually, bui from the time that 1t was-- how long thene~
T 5111 change oy juestion to this: How long was 1t befgre '
the May rfot that you and others representing organized
labtor found 1t in your minds, certalnly thera, that the
influx of negroes was & renace $0 the white working men in
this territory? | . -

¥r, Towers: I belleve that I have discussed 1t
»4th lavorirg nmen throughout this county as early as the
fall of~-- the early fall of 191€, and had discussed 1t
five or six or ien years ago »ith different acjuaintances
of mine in oy own comrunity, that I believed the time was
coning when the erployers of Rast St. Louls were going to
turn ovar Rast ei, Louls to the negro,

Yr, Johnson: So, as far back as ten years ago, in
your capacity as an of flcer of org=nized lator, you torésaw
the danger to the white lahorer of the corirg of the negro‘
laborer into this territory? A

¥r, Tosers: WNot in an official capasity, as a
rerresente tive of labor, because T worked in the shops at
that time,

¥r, Johrnson: Ten years ago, wThen did you teoccme
an officer of organized lator?

Mr, Tovers: Ahout five vears ago,

¥r, Jchnsecn: And as far back as five years ago,

acting in your capacity as an officer of organized labor,

T et s
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you too¥ up the situation in ycur own mind?

¥r, Towsers: Yes, sir; I tuought over i1t in my owsn
mind,

¥r, Johnson: And you have carried it in your own
mind, the coming of the negro here, as a renase to organized
white labor?

Mr. Towers; o, I never considered 1t as a menace
to organized shite labor, because I felt that they wouldn't
hurt orgarized wh’te lator in this comounlity, because the
unorganized-~- the common labor ip this cormrurity was unor-
ganized,

Yr, Johnson: Well then, do T understand vou to
say that yru have gone along through these rears, telieving
that unorganized labor in th's territory was rot prefudichl
to unorganized lator here in this territoery?

¥r, Tos,erss In thls particular territery, Hast gt.
Louis, ¥ relt; and tiought 1t over, andi have asked myself
the juestion, how was 1t best to advancz comrcn lator in
Rast S%, lLouis? T had felt vears ago that the only way in
which 1t 2011d te dene was to awalt the tire in shich both
white ard colored would des!re, sincerely desire, organiza-
t!oh.

¥r, Jekrnson: That time Las not come?

¥r, Toaerss W2ll, I think 1t has teer kere for over
twe years,

¥r, Johrsen: Put yet 34 has not organized?

Mr, "owers: Yt has not raterialized.

Yr,  JIchnson: Tell, I1f the time has coze for it--
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. ’ 804 - Mr, Torers [Interpocsing:) Two years ar0 or more, Z
s T think, unorganized labor in E~st St, Louls sincerely
j
, f dzsirad orgarizasicn to better thelr conditions,
!
X i Mr, Johnson: ¥hy Lave they not organized?
) ? g Mr, Towers: BRBecause of the Lelrlessness of the .
i

situaticn in Bast St. Louls,
¥r, Johnscn: Of shat does that helplessness con-

sist? FThat brings atout that helplessness?

e

¥r, Towrers: Becauze of there belng three zen for
one fot, That eentinued all through the depressed period,

¥r, Johrson: And that three men for one Jcb 1s brought
about only by the 2nflux of negroes from the South?

Mr, Towers: That three men for one jJot was ralntalin- }

ed through the ‘n®iux of the negro from the Seuth. Turing

the depressed per’od 1t existed here wilthout any speclal
enccuragerent Lo the nesro fronm the South,
Mr, Jehrson: Consejuantly, the corrcluslon drawn

fror your own staiexert 1s that the detrirent ard tke in-

Jury to eopmon iator in tiis territory 1s due and attribute

able to the comirg of the negro frem the South in such

i large nurkers?

¥v, Towers: That would rold good since he has ccme
J 5
N in in such great nu:tersA&n the last year, T guess, you 3

would term 1t.

¥r, Johrscn: TLern "Yes" would be an ansser to my

] juestion?
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Yr, Towers: Repeat your juestion,

¥r, Jechnson: I dentt helleve F could, I #1l1l1 ask
the sterograrher %o read 1t to yeu,

(The juestion was read as folloxs):

"Consejuently the esrelusion drawn from your own
stétement 1s that the detrirent and inlury to coxmon labor
in thls tarritory is due and attributable fo the coming
of tre negro from the South in such large nurbers?

Ur, Tosers: Jt 1s a rather long juestion, I
rould say ves, the deirirent to teotk wnite ard black com=
mon labor, towsards aivarcement,

¥r, Jehrsen: And that is wkat yeu term the "plitting®
cf tre one agalnst the othsr?

Yr, Torzrs: That 1s what T tarm kas teen th: eon-
tinucus prluting of lator agalrnst later since as far tack,

I roudd Mge, as the panicky condition heplirnirg in the fall
of 1307,

M;. Jchrson: And when the »..i1te labcrey, the white
coar:on letorer, met the Blzck comron latorer, he felt that
Le fas meeting one whose presernce hL=re was a decrinent to
kis ovn welfare?

¥r, Towers: 1T rresure that w=as his thrught.

That ~ould be the natural tk-ught,
“r. Johrson: And shen the tlask latorer, the cerron
white
latorsr, would meetl thg/coxnon laborer, he too aculd reach
tke c¢onciuston that the vwnite laborer wsas tie one who had
reacted the prefudicial scorelusiorn that he, the dlack

laborer, was stand’ng in the way of the ahite laborer?




¥r, To-veré:l y.! don,t ¥know that that so0uld be hls
fealing, I belleve the intelliaent blacks aould rsalize
the condition in about the saze ilght-- #1th the same
tzought ;-;s the wh'i:t; ciomon labverar,
i | ' ¥r, .Tohnson:. Therefors eack ;oald zeet the ot.ﬁer

%3th nis rind ::a:le_up to the i’,act or the e¢~nclusion that

each #as a dairirent t@ the other?

S

¥r. Towers: T belleve tkas that wouid te a nratural

cenclusien,
¥r, .?chn;;on: 1-,-041:’. that provots-- x0.aid ;.hs.t feel-
1rg pr::ncté Priandly feellingz tatseen tha ré.ces, or a hos;
tile ona?
vr, Tosers: To tha 1nt5111gent, T Lellave 1t axould
‘b_rinz thar Yogethsar on a comndn groun:.'.;

E J
ior
¥r, Johnson: Anl the eoxxmon greund woild bafeach

10 zet ihe armploymant if Le ccuid?

i €08 ¥r, Tovers: ARl the cozmoa ground avduld Ye for the

’ : tac L0 ge% togeilisr ard $ry to work out soze matzold akeredy

they s;uid not bte corpalled to compate against each other;
and tkheir thought io,;icall;v, naturally, %o0uid T2 to hulld
an organization,”

¥r. Johrscn: And shen they hal org=nized anl ihare

zas no% arpiosrent enough for all, shat s6uld be the solu-

tion of the siiuasion?
- Yr, Tonerse Tell, that juestion T don't telleve
: I could answer_, ¥ rlght say that that juesilen would
.

aprly gsnerally during tne panicky condltifon ihat followed

1307, Trat existal all ovaer ke natlon, S%111,. in rost
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instances, those Wwho were organized, #ith plenty of come
petitisn for lobs, were atle 10 maintaln thz=!r standards,
Those whe sor¥ked, actﬁally aor¥ed in the *ndustries and
ware organized, !n rany casa2s and places arrargemaents were
zad~ for Jivislon of the word, that each ssuid do~his own
roritlon cf ths suffering during th%depreSSaz rerifods,

Taat ecorditlion existved all over thls natlizn, I telileve,
during 1307, 130 and 1909, 45 nearly the axtent that

2t has exlsted iIn Fast St, Louls wxizh the cozraiition for
Jobs trat has existed here all during tihat time,

¥r, Johason: Are all of the nagr2as %a this cox-
Tunity unintaliigent?

Ir, Tewarss J telleva that there !s an eierment of
negroes in Bast St. Louls 3ha£ have a clgh standard%in-
telilzence, and thad wi1ll gzo Just as far as the shltes %o
Better their condit'on; will e Just as lcvakl to thamselves
and %o thelr feilow anrkers as wshitss, 12 propariy ensour-
aged,

¥r, Jeonnson: Consejuently, soma of tZs nagroes hare
are Iintslilgzent?

Y teileve tze type of n2z;ro that has
been here Irom £ive, six and rore yaars, the tulik of them,
are intz2i’1z2nt cltizens,

¥r, Johanson: Tasn you express ke opicion thsat

2 negre cant't have intellisencae unless ne ras lived in

g?
/]
c*
4y ]
cr

« wOnls 792 or slx years?
¥r, Towers: Tell, if vou take ithat ieiucstion

from 1%, “r. Ch=irman,
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Yr, Johnson: Can I reach any other eoncluéion

from ~hat vou have sald? I tha stenographar will read

your answer, I don't telleve you can see any other ans~er

oogz R "> y ) .

s » { . to it,
> L b vr. Towers: All right; 1f thst is the 14ea that
; : : T lesve, I wouid have to explain that T Lelleve the Southe

ern nesre cananot compare in intelligence %1th the Yorthern

’ T negro, I don'i hairk he Is <o be comparad sfth the Yortharn

2

nsgro I so0 far as intelligerice and intallizent effort—
that he #ould be capatle of the same Intelllizent effory of
betterinz his cond’tien as nne who had lived in the Forth
Por som2 w're. That sdould be my parsonal opigion., I
don's 'roF, but I f2el that way,

¥r, Johnson: 2nd vour 1dea, than, 1s that negrozs
7ho ere teacking In colleges, sush as at Tuskesgee, Alatara,
and other placas, ar: not zapabla of filling tkose posi-
tions unless tley hav2 spent scas porticn of vhelr lives
in the Yorin?

¥r, Torers: T don,t think 1t 1s fair, Vr, Chairzan,

for rou %o use that tvpe 0f negro,

¥r, Johnson: Tell, #was speaking of that type
an
that vou have classed as/unintellizent negro, because ke

1i1ved c~outh,

¥r, Towers: The typ2 that I had in mind andjthat
tlis invést‘gation tears on, 1s the type of unorganized
comron lahor a2t coxes up hare and corpates sith the

labor of txhe Yorth,
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: ¥r, Johnson: This invesiigation-- thls Committes
! . . -
" i1s not sent here (o injulre concemlné the unintelligent
‘ negro, It has been sent here io injuire into this wxhole
807
1

situation, including the rrést intellizent of the white
reople, o L

Yr, Towers: Pardon re, Yr. Chalrran; J didn't zean
40 leave that 1nferenf:e, .‘."'ha‘u' I ieant *as that ashat you
and I had becn discﬁssinz bore on ii: Type Of comron labore
er that care from the Souti into this ccxrunity, and I
don't think meat ¢{0 touch on-- at least ¥ hadn't in zind
the educated negro or those #ho tauzht or amended‘."coneées
of the South,

¥r, Johnson: So 1t is tXxe nesly arrlvad negro
frar tre Scuth agzainst yhom r2ur argument and reasoning is
d4rected, and not to the o0ld resident negro nere?

¥r, Towers: I don % teink-- #1111 vou respeat that,
¥r, Chairman?

The juestion was read as follows:

"So 1% 1s the nesly arrived nezro from tie S~uth
agalnst shom rour argurent and rzasoning is dirscted, and
not %o the old resident nezro here?®

¥r, Towers: T couldn't answer that direct juestion,
tecause I helleve a portion of those people sho come here
are intelligent,

Vr, Jehnson: YTou concade, now, that a portion--
and the portion not stated-- of the negroes sho recently

came here from the South, arz Jatalligent?
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V¥r, Towerss I consade that, yes, I ballieve that, .

I dont$ Ynow, » ' S .
¥r, Johnson: Then ;!oux; ansser was siimply yes?
Yr, 'rowe;'s: Yes, ;1.}. » * . '
Mr. Johrnson: Then sken vou sought to curd the in-
flux of negroes into thils comrunity, you &idn't seek to Lave
the coming of the intellizent cnes stopred?
¥r., Towers: Yo, Yr, Crairzan, J tellere tnat
snyone #hn had in midd -the stopping of the fnflux of
negroas Into Rast St. Lou’s had In mind stopping thelr
eoring to the bhest interzsts of tnth the n'egro-.;s anl the
¥r, Johrson: Becau.;,e, 12 I‘ correctly understand
ycu, thera sas noi enough a0r¥* nere-- not more than encugh
workx here-- for those ¥ho mgere alresady hera?
¥r, Towers: EBractiy. Tt szuld bring atout-- the
least that could be s2id-- a pitiful condition at a time
suea it was unnecessary for 14 (o te that »ay, l “
¥r, Jehrison: Then akan zore did ceme than there
sas work for, that is tae !nfiux that you undérs‘..ood to
stop?
VYr, Torerss Wali, I den't knos wshether thers
really sheuld be a ddzuimetioxm distingu’shing line, Tt
was to0 step the Influx of the regroes shlch sas oosding
Bast «t, Louls In such nu~bers that 1t was zolng to becons
a menacs 50 tha comrunity in every way,

¥r, Johnson: So vou scuzskt to stop tha influx, to

the exvent %.2t 1% would sbcr the coming of both the intel-

ligent and the ymlselligent nezro?
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¥r, Towers: J don:t think that there was any dis-
tinoction rade, or-- J don'ts knoa Just hos to ansser your
juestion, | | h | \
A vr, Jnhnsén: Now you have adritted tﬁat }ou under-
took to stép ti:is fgflux of heeroes into Bast 3t., Louls?

¥r, Tosers: Yes, sir; in the best intarests of
both the ahites and the blacks, } |

H?. Johnsen: ﬁell, to repeat my Juestion again
now, vou hava admitted, have you not, that you uniertook
to stop tre infiux of negroes into Rast St, Lopis?

Mr, Tosers: Ves, sir,

Mf. Jonason: - Ahd in undartaking to stop thet Influx,
you made no d!scf:mination, and vou sought to make no dis-
eriminaticn tetxz2en the incoring of the Intelligent and the
urintelligen$, tut fust simply Vo step tae Influx, to stop
the grzat influx of negroes into Bast St. Lculs? There-
fore ycu werﬁFot williqg’for the int2lligent negro to come
Lers and underia¥s 0 get emplovment, where you say that
i1f he were Intz2liigzent he would taka up the sublect intel-
11gently, ard becore unionized, so that both he and the
whites might te datiter?

¥r, Towars: Tre way yvou put the juestion, Vr, Chalr-
man, 1t s hard t5 ansser, A1l T can say 1s that the
type of resro that d1d come, and that flooded Rast St,Louls,
many of them s2re a detriment to the communlty, both to
tLa negroes tha%t ®ere already here an& to the shite people

1
that were alraaly here, They were atyps of negroes-- I
|

e




teliave anvone wo;ud tesiulfy-~ what I would term a "tough®
element, This elexent, you could find many of them,

Ur, Johnson: Yoz the negroes that came--

¥r, Towers fTnterposing:) Many of them, T don's
szy all of them, »

¥r, Johnson: You sald the type of negro that came
was the "tough®" elerernt, and you djdn,t discriminate, s
separate the intelilgent from the unintelligent?

¥r, Torers: 1 wsould jualify that if I 413, by saying
arong those thatl cam2 was a large type of the toughsar element,
thet ¥ept this cormrunity in turxf.oil.

¥r, Johnsons Yoz then, a part of that great ?nfiux
shich ryou say did come here was of a tough elsement, of the
lawless elerent, and created turmoll in this comrunity?

¥r, Towers: Yes), sir; ¥ lLelieve that,

dr, Jehnson; Did that tend to increass or o0 lessen
tke prejudlce that might have existed towards the negro nera?

¥r, Towers: I belleve trat t.hatl i1s the main factor
in bullding the feellng in Bast st. Louls agalinst the negro
and really developirg the race faellng in this community,

¥Mr, Jehnson: Yow you havz sald, and you have Just
sald, that tae 1ncoring of the criminal nagro to this conme
punity 1s the main thing shich igtensified the fesling
betw2en the races?

¥r, Towers: 7T feel that way. That is ny orin‘on,

Mr. Jonnsen; Mnd only a fea rorents ago you sald

that bhefemplm,'ment—- that the pitting of the whilte man
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against the hiéck by the erployars of labor did that very
thing, Now shich of thesa two would vou sslect as being
the principal cause? '

¥r, Towers: I dont't thlnk; ¥r, Chairmah, that I
said that that bullt the race feeliﬁg. I think that your
juestions tended to show in that dfrection, but I belleve
I s-1d that the intelligzent whits and the intelligent negro
laborer-- the e¢nndition that he found himself in-- would
bring them to a commwnon grcound and acrrzon reaiization, and
not 2 hatred, Theyr would feel that thare was a conditiog
here, shather ther made it or hoysver it came ahout, that
i1t ¥as here, and %0 the Intelligent 4t would bring ther to
a comvon ground insteal «f katred,

Mr, Johnson: #nd that coxaon ground t¢ which you
have referred was nob reached?

Mr. Towers: I tellizve that it wmas reached in so far
as 1% condd £ind expression, I don't thirnk 1t has ever
teen expressed in the say of organizing, but 1 helleve
tcat in Rast St, Louls there s zany cormon laborers,

809 wnite latorers, and rmany negro lakorers evenab this stage ;

¢f the game, tha% have no 211-will towzard each other,

¥r, Johrson: Did the r?ots, or alther of the riots
a/,/,",u 24 . >
a meeting upon that cormon ground, or (o a fallure of reete
ing uron that common grourd to ¥hich you havs referrad?

¥r, Towars; I think tke riot exrressed a fallure of

zeeting fully on that comxon ground,
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¥r, Johrnson: And that common ground being one

having the employrent of the (w0 rades as 1is bas;st

¥r, Towers; vell, I couldn't say.

¥r, Johnson: vell now, what was the comron ground
to which you referrad, 12 that was not 1t?

¥r, Tosers: Y d4dn ¢ say it was not it., I say I
couldn,t say, '

¥r, Johnson: You den't say it is or is not?

¥r, Tosvars: You make vour juestions so long that-
T don't ¥Ynow T could Just answer 1i direct, Repeat that
juestion agaln, Yi, Chalrxan,

Yr, Johrson: The stenographer %1ll read the guus-
juestion,

(The juession was read as follows):

mfyr, Jonnson: And that common graund being cne kaxdyg

hav! the empiovrcent of the Lwo races as its basis?*®

o3
(]

¥r, Towers: Wo.uld tioe Chalrman put that juestion
Just a littié different, trying to Lring ous the same mean-
ing?

(The juestion was read again,)

The juestion was, what was the comron ground?

¥r, Jonnson: Yes, T expressed the opinion in an
interrozatory way that the common ground o xhich you have
referred ras one based upon employment for uns¥illed labor,

without regard o coior?

¥r, Towers: Y believéﬂthe comron ground that would
find itself ratwrally would bs the worFers understanding

the corditions in their cormunity, by virtue of undarstand- g
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ing the erployrent and sorking together, 1f that 1s what -

“you mean. I beilevs that would develop that comron ground

to which T referred, oL -

Mr. Jobnsem: 7ell, T don’t think so, but we will
pass élong. - ’

The first step that you wéuld ta¥e, if T understand
you correctly, towards a soiution of the situatidn would
be for vhe negrs %0 beccme unionized? . A |

Nr, Towers: IAbelieve, ¥r, Chairman, that is the
onld hOpe.for the poor negrd and the poor unfortunate whites;

¥r, Johnson: So, therefore, 4o repeat the jues-
tion, vour 1dea 1s that the firsy step'necessary sould de
for the negro to bacore unionlzed? .

¥r, Towers: The first step necassary for shat; to
kzep the negro cu% of here?

¥r, Jéhnsou: Wo, for the success andbettermant
of the laborer, of the laboring class,

¥r, Towmers: Yes, sir; I answer that yes, That ﬁs
the only thing, the only method that %111l dbring substant?al
relief to the negro laborar and the wkhite laborer in this
or any other com:unity, A

Nr,. Joanson: And have thare teen efforcs4upon
tka part of the ieaders of organized labor to have negro
laborers in Bast St. Louls Joln the union?

¥r, Towers: I think Just as great an effort to
havs tha negro organize-- that 1s, the negro laborer-- or-

ganized,as tners Lhas been to have the white laborer or-

ganized, 7Tn fact, there has been soms success in thab
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Mr, Johnson: Would vou ha;s ther in the one‘or-
‘ ganlzation, or separate organizstions? ;
Vr, Towers: Thét would be a uestion that would
{ V naturally deterxzine itself after organization, I believe;
Mr, Johnsong Teli, 1f you ask a necro to organize,
do you ask him to corme into your organization, or do you
{ | ask hinr to organize separately and apért from yon?
¥r, Towmers:; Ve ask him to come into the crganiza-
tion estahlished,
E . ¥r, Johnson, You as¥ him to Jloin the American
Federatien of Lahor?

' ¥r. Towers: Te ask him to ‘oin the Americzan Federa-

ticn of Lator, tlia organization under which he 1s workirg.

810 ¥r. Johnsen: %ell, if he 1s non-unlonized he isn't
working under any organization of the American Federation

B - of ILabor,

i F Mr., Towars: well, if ke 1s ateamstar he den't

Joln the prerican Federaticn of Lator, He Joins the

teamsters' organization, ahich is affiliated nationally
with the American Federation of Labor,

Mr, Joarnson; There has been some testimony here to

the effect that the white latorer would not organize with
the negro laborer, Can you teil me about that?

Yr, To%ers: Y dentt ¥now that there 1s any truth in
ti:at, ¥r, Chairman. Jf thare 1s, I don't ¥nos it. T be- . i
lieve lust as soon as tha negro labvorar and the wxhite lapor- r

er understand and desire organization, he has reached that
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point of intelligence ahere Le realized that organization
is necessary, and I bel’eve the race feellng ocases to
ex%st; thas hz feecls that the one enemy to both is t.iu
exporting enemy. | ’

¥2, Johnson, And the race feeling doss exist
urtil that has been attalned?

. ¥r, Towers: I believe 1t wxzuld exist greatep

#ithout that conditim than sh=rs tha! zondftion prevalls,

¥r, Johnson: That the race feellng - if I unler-
stand you corractiy you mean to say that the race fesling
2xlsts to0 a grsabder exitent sitlout organizatien than 1t
does %'tk organization?

¥r, Towers: Absolutely, T S=2y thet unjualifiedly.

¥r, Johnson: And he negro here 13 not organizad?
¥r, Towars: Partlally orzanfzed in som2 lines 1
of work.

¥r. Jo .nson: And tacauss there has not been A
corplene jabor organization among th: negro.s, uhere 1s
race prejuiice here?

Yr, TOWars: ¥ell, th: race preludice is such a
big juestlon that T don't bzlleve that I could explain
't fully, ¥Yr. Chattman. T tell’eve that youa will alsays

have sorme race pr:judice here,

« %3117 take one -tatement of

o

Vr. Johnson: ¥ell
yeurs - T w*ll take cne statement of y-urs for the purpose
of asking yra ¥hether or not thay damonsirates race pre--
udize, T may be misiaken aé to 1t having heen male b’

you, tut T don't think T am . J£ ¥ o, vou w11 correch
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me; that zhite pe:ple don't like tLs moving of négroes

into houses adjoinging them,

¥Yr, Towers: I beiieve that intensifies the
feeling, oz :.’eveloped the race feeling %#1th the lawless‘
slexent, zore than any oue t.};-hig thet existed in Rast St..
Louls. ' '

*p, Joi:ngon: €0 that tke fact that a negre %0:1d
TO7e ‘r.td = house nait to a akite man sas cbje~ti-nable .
upon the part of the zhite ran,

¥r. Tosers ; I don't necessarily mzan that, I
teifeve that skerever the dividing 1‘ner.he zegregatad
dist:"ict cores® tkag condition must khave exfstad for years,
the cors:'lition-‘l r<fr %o,

¥r, JoLnsrn: 73 there a segregated d2s-rlct here
for the =xzites or for the blacks?

¥r, TOWers: There 1s naturally 2z s=gragated
distriects,

F
*r, Jornseon: Vot ore rade by las tui one mxade 4.,/,

-
r, Toserss Ry ehole2, and 2dlusurent inthe e~
1}
e, Jochrson: ¥:11 mnox, xho wakes tke ckolice, the-
st.ite =an or the bla-k zan,
v, Towers: I presums both.
rr, Jolnson: If the blagk van woves *7to a shite

naizxtorksrl, then 1t Is no lorger a sezgragated distriet

for =2-ch, 1s 1t? ‘
*r. Tosers: Yo

r. Ioknscn: Thar. %0 Las male the cko’cel
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¥r, Towars:
wp, Jounson:

¥r, Tosers.::

<512

The nagro,
The negT0 has wade the cholce?

I trhir¥ the change will evoive a

grzat deal of feeling.,

Yr, Jo:nson:

Yo« he has rade the zkxaxgzxafx choice

of do'ng that, of tecoming a pa.rt. of the zhite neightorkood,

and then i1f tre white people object to 1%, tLen they mrave

a cholce?
¥r., Tos=rs:
¥r, Jo.nscn:
that czholce?

Yr. TCsers:

Than key meke a choice,

In shat xay d0 they usixan,v express

W:11, the azy Ixkaxs 1n whick I kave

heard i1t expressed is that it has reducad th=ir property

values,

Mr. Jeanseon:

Or, *n other sord,s the coxing of

the n=gro into a sjuare raduces the value of properiy in

that XXYRR sjuare?
¥r, Towers:

r. Joknsons

Thy, that 1s tha2 general isplication,

And in wiose e:timation 1s that?

Is 1t fot ir the estimration or rmird of the ahltes tha% the

propertyreduction follous? ) -

¥r, Tovers:
Yr. Jchnsﬁn:
race preluilce?
Yr Towers:
.
Yr, Jchneon:

Yr, Toaars:

¥y, Johnson:

tbsclutely in th2 rinds of the ahies,
Isn't thasa sle=r clean cut case of
3
Yes, sir,
Mo dcubtt about that?
Ye doubt abeut 1t at all, -

wi o
If a negrokha.s J~1red the later org=n-

1za%jor moves fnto a shite sectlirn % [ast St, Louls, do
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you think that would affect property valuers in the
sjuare in whick he would rove?

Yr. Towers: ves, sir,

¥r, Johnson: co wshether he 1s urlonized or '-chet.ha_r

he is non-unionized, that race prejudin~e still exists

in Best St, Louls?

Mr, Towers: It 357321 would exist und=r those e¢ir-

curstances,

wr, Johrson: And the circumstance weuld be his

preserce? S o ' _ .
Yr, TOWers: His pecsence in tﬁat commnity, ‘
¥r., Jounson: Therefore nls presence in Bast St,
Louls is not generelly dezired azong the whites?
¥r, Tosers; I den't think 1t is.
¥r, Joknson: And Yesause 1t is not, and efforts
have hLeen radie by csrtzin people, by z2ppesal to the Yayor and
to the cOun‘cil and rerkzgzs %o other autmhorities, to st-p
the negro foom coning IC=mre?
. M¥r, Towers’ Yés, sir,
My, Johnson; iri vou yourself have Jclned !n that
erpeel to stop the negro from comihg izera? (
Mr. Towers‘: ~ Yes, sir, : i - . .
Yr, Jol.snon: | Ko:,)xhy have you donethat? |
¥r, Towars: All I e=2n say, ¥r, Ché.ﬂ.rman, is in
the test !rterests of L-th tke negro and the whites, because

the feeling wes belng built that was kkudmx beund to break

out in an eruption sconer or later. Avery one in the

community could see it,
¥r. JoLnson: Taen that 18 strictly race rrejudics,

isn't it?

BTN T Ko AR <P U g, v ey e m - coe
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¥r, Towers: Tell, I gue:zs I would hLave to say yes,

I believe that the race prejudice extends beyond Fast St,
Louls, J beileve 1t extends berond tkrcughcut the Nation,

¥r, Johnson: So after having traveied around
over the country for fifteen minutes, you and I have'reacued
the corclusion that race pesjudice is rrevalent here?

;‘!:. Toxers: I have reached the conclusion wftainm :.
my mind that 1t i; rrevalent the naticn over,
' Yr, Johnson:  And that this place 1s no excCeption to
147 .

vr., Toversg? This place 1s no exception to the
gene?al conditi-n throughout the MNatlon,

¥r, Jeknson; And the white man ‘’n Rast St, Louls
doesn't vant to iive next door to the negro, wkh:ther he
1s unionized or whether he 1s not?

¥r, Towers; I belleve that is the prevalling
sentiment,

¥r, Johnscn:  And isn't it aleo true that the white

men of the latering organizations, don't wan% tc affgiliate

-'n 2 brotherly way, <ven inside of that organizatirny with

the negro?

¥r, Towers: Ican - perscrally I will enswar that
juzstion no, because I have Sat !n ccetlingTs #1tk negroes
in ny can organizations, thirteen years azo, and sithout
any prejudice. And to answer it wmore fully T belleve
thet 1t estabiishes the test feeling that can possibly
exlst betr-en those two types of people or races,

r. Johnson: But it khas teen te:t2flied to here

undar oath, before thls Cosmittee, by iator leaders, that




there are sore trades that will not take a negro ‘nto thelr

union?

¥r., Tos.ers: Therg'ﬁight be scme trades, I donity
¥now 2ust whest itrades there are., I know cur organization -
takes them in, . E . |

¥y, Johnson: Fhat is ycur organizétioﬁ?

¥Yr, Towers: The mculders, and T pride myself that
thet 1s ore cf the bestdeveIOped lator organizations in the
country. Tne Uni<ed Mige Torkers, which I fzel is the
best lator organization the world has ever seen, takes in
negroes. I waz 4n Jcllet at a state convention only
recently, ard representatives of the miner's organlzations, i
negroes, =at “n a conventlon of 8CO Jelegates, mostly writes,
with 2 few rnegroas pre=ent, from the State of Yllinols.

¥r, Join-on: 800 whites and a few negroes?

Yr, Terers: T never herrd an 1il expressien
tovards any ore of thoss delegates, T have heard
them take tke flocr intelllgently arnd were given egual
respect with tke w#hite delegates in the meetlings, ‘

¥r, Johnson: Have you ever heard of ary fax trade

or mMd craft thz4 «ould not take the negro ‘rto its

orgzanization? L
r. TOTers: I heord that testified here cn the
s‘ando

xr. Jennson: ¥=s that testimony false?

¥r. Tose"s: Fell, T don't know the different rules
and lawxs of 211 ihe lator organizaioﬁs. There 1s a gre=zt
many d1°ferent organizations. I 2m not familiar with ]

all the laws of =a~h organiz-tion, The genaral pcléby ;
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there are sone %rades that will not take a negro ‘nto thelr

union?

¥r, To.ers: Taere night be scme trades, I dofit'y
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¥now lus% whst trades there are, I ¥now-our organization
takes them in,
¥r, Johnson: That is ycur orgsnization?

¥r. Towers: The mculders, and ¥ pride myself that

v g b A e

thst 1s ore of the bestdeveloped lator organizations in the
country. The Tn%ted Mige Torkers, which T fzel 1s the
best labor organization the world has ever seen, takes in
negroes. I was 4n Jcllet at a state convention only
recently, and -representatives of the mlner's organlzatlons,
negroes, sat n a comventlisn of 8C0 Jelegates, mostly wkltes,
with » few negroes rre=ent, from the State of Illlnols,

Vr, Join-on: 800 whites ard a few negroes?

Yr. Toxers: T never he~rd an 1iil expressien
tosards any ore of thoss delegates, I have heard
them take tke flocr intelligently ard were given eguzl
respect w2th tke w#hite delegates in the meetings, ‘

Mr, Johnrsen: Have you ever heard o2 any fax trade
or M craft th=t zeuld not take the negro rto its
orgznization? Co

¥r, ToTers: I henrd that testified here on the
stand,

Hr. Jonnson: %=s that testimony false?
- ¥r, Tore-s: Well, I don't ¥now the different rules
and laws of 211 the lator organizaioﬁs. There 1s a grezat
many dicfarent organizations. Y zm not Fam!liar with

all the laws 0f ea~h orgaeniz-tion, The genaral pclisy
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of tkhe American Feleration ot",abor is that the Arerican !

pederation of Laber disarlminates neithar agalinst creed,

color, or nationality, ‘ . o
Mr, Johnson: Zould veu give us your opinion as

to whether the testimony ahiéh you heard, stating that

‘there were certain trades and crafts ahich ould n6t

teka ther ‘n, w-s true or false? ) ’ ' .
Vr, Towers: ¥ell, from the way this testimeny

wvas given, I could sze shere even a white man urnder tne

circurstences in that orgerniz-tion could have teenre- .

fused ~dmission., I thi~k the party sho test?’fled here |

stated - T tuink it w=s the Electrical Workers, rzfused

to take in a negro Lo «=2s a schrol teacher, and during

the suurer time w-e ergploved by tkhe blg employers, and

that he mede eprilcaticr in the Electrical VWorkers and

his rmoney wes refurded. Our organizztion has refunded

sore money tn certalin aprlications, and 1t might rarpen

that the roney migkt te refunded t0 a regro and the

statement would bher go out that 1t is race prejud;

dice, It may be trat the Tlzc.rical Workers' organi-

zation has a certain standard of corpdtentcy under |

which a man iad %0 pass before ke éculd become a

wember, May be he was refused for that reascn, 1

don't know, I say that 1t is possiblg. In our

organization a nagro nay apply for a membership and

be relested. fur ecnstitution provides for anorkirg

s0 many vears at tLe trade. If he had orly worked

three yzars he would te relecved, Ee wouldn't te

2ecepted to ceembersrip under oriinary circumstances,




2517
38

¥r, Johnson: Nothing of that sort, however, developed

in the instance whickhwas given us of where the school

teacher, negro scheol teahher, sas relected, 1s there?

¥Mr, Towers: There %28 nc evidenoe g;ven in this

testimony by thet party that th2t regro had worked

very long at the irade or »z3 very competlent, other than

st et g

kis own testimony and his own statement aX that he was

corpetent, _
¥r. thnson: It xas not, however, stated by th~t
*)tness that he was rejected upon any other ground

except that of beirg a negro, «as 1¢?

o o MR e

-< Mr, Towers: The testicony ¢f that party that
T Leard here was thet his money was refunded, that they
wowldn't talke him Into th%ﬁ::ganﬁzation. T d=n't remem-
ber him even daying that 1t w=s P=causé ke was a negro.
Fe Inferred as much, I aovld judz;.
Mr. Johnsen:  The Comxlitee was given to clesrly
813 understand that he was rsjected as & menber simply be
cause he was a Negro.
¥p, Cooper: I wish rfgh; thzre, ¥r, Chalrran,
anter
to xzmizx a slight d:=murrer to thzt suggesti-n, I

theught that there was some othsr reason assigned -

that he was a school teachsr and ror¥eld sonewhere, Y
have forgotten vhare, oceasicrally, - that he did
sorething - and 1t didn't stos that ke sas relected
soliely because he wes a nagreo,

Nr, Raker: pe was'a mechanlcal tsacher, tazching
mechanical trad-s to the regroes here and still a high
class electrinian, and he wanted to arply to tecacme

PARERBAP
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a merber, and they excluded hirm solely because he was
a rnegro, That was my un‘erstanding. '

¥r, Jolnsen: That 1s my understanding.

vr, Cooper: The testified 'cixat they excluded
hirp sclely because he w2s a negro? '

¥r. Ra¥er: mo night not kave used the sord "solely®
tut thai #as the inference,

¥r, 3oznscn:' " The wnole infzrence as 1 was able
to get it was., that ke was rslected for ro other season
except.that Le #as a negro, ‘

vr. Raker: In otker words, he was a men that wes
nighiy educated, hizhly equipped in tkis ﬁrofesﬂm, be-
cause he ¥ss tescling the negro people here this very
tusinezs in scheol.

¥r, Towers: T aen'y remenber the statementy, Mr,
Chairman, =~s to why - that he used the sord 1t was be-
cause he #Fas a negro, tug I im‘extred thz{ what was what
he rz=2nt 3in ths testirony.

vr. Johnscn: You kzari the testimony and the=t was
ihe eonelusion you reaacheds

vy, Toxers:  YeSe

¥r. Jehnsoh: Just as we did‘f

*r, Tc.ers: He testifled th=t thls te-cher worked
for the t!g planis during the vacaticns.

vp, Jcihsnon: Yhen he w-s robt tezch’rg shcooll

¥r. Toners: ¥=s, and that the Flectrlcal Workers
r={used Yo take Lik 1n,
¥r, Johasons Bzcause ke £s nct nionized they

refused %o rork wlsh kin, because Le #zs rot a mexber of
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the union, and he cculd not be a member of the unionm
because he w25 a negro,

¥r, Towars: Yo, he rade :-pplica;_t.ion for member-
suip and tks org=nizticn rsfused to take Lik In,

¥r, Jernson: Tell, by rzfusing to take him im -
that was ejulvalent to refusing to zork #'th him,was it -
not? Trey wouldn't kave aorted wxith him 1f ke Lad gone
there ¥ 2s 2 nonuninn man,

vp, Torers: Yot necessarily so, Soze small
plants might have engaged %im, some plsnts shera there
xere ro sther electireel workers smplceyed,

¥r, JCEnson: If thils negro had ,pﬂ‘!sen:ed himself
at a unicn keocuse or a unicn irdustry, theA;.ecple tkhere
¥0'1idn't have sorved wiikh nim, %014 they?

r, TOSers: T dent't krow, -

¥r, Joknson: You don't ¥now?

¥r Towers: I don't ¥noa,

¥r, Jchnsgen: wne wouwld?

¥r, Tosers: Tahe eletrical sorkers,

¥r., Jchnscn: And vcu khave no opiricn nos =»s to
whetker the unionized electifal sorkers in an es=tabiish-
zent “here no lahor sas used except unlon later, »n! this
negro L»2 rressnted himself thare, vcu don't *nox akether
they reould have =»or¥ed =ith hir or rct?

¥Yr, Towers: I dentt ¥now, the ray that gquestlion
is rut.

¥r_ Johnson:  ¥ell, in -y lack of krowladge atout
these affairs, help m2 tkhen and den't unlertare to te

cloud =2 Lty s=27in@ vou don,t Yrow.
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¥r, Towers: ©Pzrdonre; I ﬁon't infer that at all
tut I %111l ansver that juestion by saying né, I tbirk
they wouldnet %ok #ith him or a shite man under those
circumstences, ' ‘

Nr, Jonnson: That 1s exactly #k»t T meant bythe
Juesten, They wouldn't xor¥ »xth anybody,whe Now tkey
w#euldn't wxork with this particuler man, ~hether white
or tlack simrly because he #=sn't unionized?

¥r Toxers: Pecause Le had no card,

¥r, Jornson: Bzcause Le had noX card, whick %
ejulvalnat to not telng a un‘cn man, isn't it?

¥r, Towers: Yes, sir,

vr, Joknson: Thken 1f they wmculdn't take him
into the un‘on because he 3z = n2gro how ¢ould he go
to work.in that place?

¥r, foéers: Y §chty see Low he cculd go to work
in that place,

ir, Jomnsen: It soculd be ixpossitle, wo-.ldn't
it?

“r. To'ers: ¥.ether ke 1s aklite or btlack, if tke

that wour

crgznization has the poaepr A gi2stion infers,

¥r, Jelrsen:  Fubt if they wouldn't take him because
he was black, tken ke couldn't go to aork in a place xhere
nly union iabor zas used?

wr, Towers: To, I #1111 ansuer that,

Yr, Jelrson: He could go ’nto an open shop perkaps,

" but rot *nte a un’ion skop,

T211, have you and T 2efinltely reacrned the undsv-

stending that the eaxglovers of lator here have pltied
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th:hite =gainst the black until each has regarded the
.- i other as an imxpeiirent to his success?
° ¥r. Towere: I don,t know whether I would view
i 1t just thet way., . I belleve that both the negroes
’ > and the xhites resalize - Lave realized for a long time -
z th=%t the ritting of tke n2gro and the white agalnst

ezck othsr, in so Jar asAlabor i1s corscined, is detrl-
mental to both,
| me
vr, Joknsol): And therefore eachAregards the
presence of the other as telng 2gainst his test interests?

vr, Towers: ¥2ll, that would be a hard jquestion

to an<wer, ¥r, Chairman,

- -

¥r, Jomnson: Eut you ravze fust ansyered it and

tzis 13 a logsfcal ccriclusion.

Yr, To=ess: ¥-11, 1f I have answered 1t - T wras

A e et e,

gcing to sar, vou could putb the jusstlon this way: 1t
there #2»s threz whiie ren to one ‘ot, what nould be the

fecellrg? £ 4here were thres negross in a cormun!ty to
‘g y

ore ‘ob, and they were 2ll negroes, I belleve about ths
szme feelips Fould exist unler all three corditlons,
¥r, JohLrscn: Then rou ainlt thet the moving of

2 negro ‘nto the a~me relgntorhcod sith white people 1s

b=

oblzcticrable to the wh'ie peoplel
¥r., Tow=re: ¥nr, 1 telleve, that is coxmon all
over the country, The St, Louis papers are full of 1t,
V¥r, Jernson: That is comren all over the ccuntry?
Yr, Tovers : ¥=s, sir;kit i1s, The St, Louis

parers are full of st=texents of cosnunitliss organized whare

they actwally oreaniz-d co~runities to ¥esp oul nagroes,

eiThyan
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right in St. Louls, =m= you wlll scze a great deal of
pattoer written wshere some nezro has succedded through
the efforts of soke r=zl1 estate man in purchasing a ho&.c
in some white domrun?iy and there is feeling; and there
i1s agdtually orgaﬁizsté-ons in the City of St rouls to
prevent thet sort of cordition, ‘

¥r, Jernson: ' That cannot be the result of any-

tking ‘exeept the wkIie man's prelullse against the negro,

can 1t?
¥r, Towers: T couldn't megsﬁre 1% in an'y other .
way. _ ) o A
¥r, Joh-sen: Th=t 1s the only reason ycxf;zn find
for 1817

¥Mr, Tosers: T e leve this, ¥r, Ckalrman, that
under s’milar cilreucstzmess »ny locallty in the couniry
»ould have h=d abouttZze same kind of‘lrcox:di tisn that existed
here - atout the s>ze ¥2rd of a rliotous condition, the s=me
kind of a feel’ng, rsgardliess ¢f vhether it had been an
org=nized coxrunliy o= 2m unorganized cemmvni ty, undesr
Somesh=t similar ccnd:ﬁ:m:s, where great hordes of cne
race, especlally tke Ti=-k raée, sere crosded Into a com-
mun?ty such -8 1% =as Esre, T belleve that the same
feellrg - ¥ der'd o shether the riot aould have carried
1t out that say, because T telleve in ray losalitles they
would have prevented It. I Belleve that 1t could Lave
been prevented Lere, Xt thet i1s what Y thirk ahout the
nzgro juesiion. That was 7y gtatement, I belleve, the
great influx of negroes m=s the cause of the riots,

¥r, Jo!nsen: Thk-m vour idea i1s that if there had
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teen only a few nescroes here the race prajudice would
Mw
have existed to a smaller degree than it didA_to»a,smakLer

degrea thanit—AldAeTiyretwch, when a great nurber of

nggerres came, In other sords the more negroes tha ceme

the rore xxz race prejludice was emphasized, 7 ¥
¥r  Towers’ T telleve the sulien influx of

negroes inflamed the race preludice that seems to be

in the mind of nearly every w®alte man ani negro in

this nation, Tt %3 a sericus protlem,

vr, Raker: In thkie nation or in the c¢ity, you

mean?

tr, fowers: In the YWatbon,

Mr. Jornson: Yes, I have saen it not only - w21l
I have not s2en 1t In ny saction of the country shere I
live, but for the last ten or tvelve ye=rs I have heen
in Pashington, 2nd there I have seen just %ha$ you re-
lzate as existing here, that ﬁhen a negro buys propeity
or rents prorerty any-here in Werhington throt im-cedlately
tke zhilte pebple begir to get out and throw th:ir pro-
rertiy upon the market for szle, and it is sold for +hat-
ever they can get for it, In ny ludement th-t 13 an
expression of rothing except race preludice.

¥r, Toxers: Absolutely.

¥r Jo.nson: Ard T %hink that when they do thei
thirg ‘n Rast St, youls, still 1t 1s an <xpression of
race rejuilce,

Mr, Towmers: T was geing te say, ¥r, Chairman;
that.I telleve that a ceri-=1r. ampunt of race prejuilce
exlsted her: Just abcut like 14 does evsrywhere else.

I balieve it became intensifled through the great influx

EX

—
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of negroes wnich brought on r eseniment becauss of ’ 4 ’ !

the different condit?ons thet have been explained -

testified to here by different reople.

[

¥r, Jounson: Tos» I thirk ymi are getting at s
exactly the views that in the 135t kalf hour I have ;

been endgavori_ng to gg}‘. from nycu,
¥r, mowers: . TAkIsh I had Jmown that balf an .

hour ago.

vr. Johmsom:  So dc I, ard e wouldn't have had
211 of this, '
¥r, Towers: I #%sh T cculd have found ryself half an
o hour ago.,

vy, Joinson: Put yvou kave Just expressed tersely

tut plalnly thet the race rrelulice tetzren the two races,
1 which exTists all ovar this country, exists in B-st St,
Louls,

¥r, Towers: Arsolutely,

wvr, Jornson: And that tk2t preludice tetween the
ta20 races was emphasized by botk of the races,venting

the employment wh’ch »ss not sufficient for “oth; and
P H

th-t out of this rrce przluiice orilginated this 2ix riot,

r, Towers; I ar not golrg woa-epres to Just
agree to thst one rart of your statexent, ¥r, Chalrman,
816 trat I clair that th-t fzelling x=5 ‘nternsifisd tecause

of the Job only. The feeling -as intensifled because

of that condition; bedause of tke prop:rly cord!tion in

the rewf neizhborhocd; because of the crime co mittedd
Plreare

ty negroses. MAthre—: or four t:irgs that followed this b

infiux, that Irtensified th-t feclirg thzt brcught on
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tke riotous cordition,
Yr, Joimson: Then if T under-stend you,,the race !
prejudice vhich both you and ¥ agree exist hLere and
elsevhere, Was exercised by a scrartle for exployment; bf'
| tke depradati cfxs,which reu and others say the necroes
kave cormrm?!tted and ty theyr.ee;r'- zovirg Into locallitles
#here kpxxxxxxxxied he aasn't :ant.ec‘iby the other resiients

of that locality, and by pusiirg hiZself Into the $ha -

aas SE

restaursnts and picturs skoxs 2nd other plafes of amusement

and in the siraetears and other places of travel, in

whick praces the mhite zan didn't want to come into too

P

-~ close contact #1th thsm, Trose are the things, are they
rot =hich emphas?ze and hare trsught L0 expr-ssion the

rzce preludice ?

st e o T

wr, Tovers: “xactly.
{ ¥r, Jokrson: 8nd th-t exrressicn is Ceinetelle
spelled in the four letiers "rict’?
Hr, ~owars: ¥xactlz,
¥r, Coop-rs T would 1’k= %o ask a juestion or
t%o. It has teen g»1d here th-t unitns or »hite men

reuld not have c-~lored nen in =%tP orgariz-tions - tkey

don't vant them, That has teer ¥-ur mxx experlence In

your owr unicn?

vr Tovers: In ar osn urjsor I Lzvs s-t in z2etings
-.vit.h.%ﬁ'gro m-m:bers, in Sprirz£leld, Wiss-url, as far dback
as thirteer ye=rs -zo, Tthirk 2t is,
Mr' . Coopar: You attanzed a son~antion cf dele-
gat=2s of un?’rns, and there as=Te n2gross fror thése unlons?

}f “r. Toa=ra: Ard T attenied a conventlon in the e:rly
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part - or the riddie part of iart month, 6k£eb&:9 a cor-
venticn timt eonvened on the 15th of Cbtoier,_l thirx,

ir wshich 800 delegates,epresenting re-rly evsry loe-l
unicn - or 2 gocd many of t.!‘.em'iu tke Stzte of Tllirois -
zet in ceorvertion z¢ Jclizt, Iilinols, Thars %ere sore
h2l” a ac; en regro lelegates, Lo he tést of ry meﬁory.,
Some Gf threm tco¥ the floor =nd were accorled tke same
res;ect as ary otler dslegates in thot ccnvenﬁoﬁ hall.
I c:n g0 r'ght ;o rr toxn and visi% miners' local meet-

inrs ard £7nd negroes izk!rg rart{ !n the dicecussions

there ag a dz2leg=te,
¥r. Corper: Tere tl.0se nagores mexbers of uniansi
Kr.'Tsaer : TasrWsre zexbe:svo! the Tnited lire
Torkers' Orgarnizaiinn. I czn L:z¥e r7u to ocur ez2ntrzl
t~dy infre C!iy of Bellviile and sheos you a - «grc xandag

hkog delagate.

r, Conper: Yos y~u attended meetirgs cf l=2l=2galas
of vzricus laber unions, and Jn attenlance ipon those ieet-
ings #ers2 negroes wko uefe delegates ffox iabor un’ons?

¥r, Towers: ch,sif. ' ‘
¥r, Cosper: I telisve you s=21d cne of ihe stirongesi,
sne of the test unions in the couniry aa: tkhe Miner's TUnionl?

vr, Towers; ves, sir; in oy estimatvion.

.
¥r Ccooper: tnd the rosuldar's union?

ir, Toxers: T said T beileved th=t mas ore of the
best, ¢re of ‘ra bast develsored uniams in the coumtry.
*r, Coogper: I3d you say antning atcut che weslarn

winzrs?

ey s~
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ur, Towers! mhe western miners, no,; the Tnited

¥ine Torkers, I c¢ald the bast labor organiz-tion that

517 the #orld has ever seéen, in myestimatiocn, the United ine
Tor¥ers, which takes In neaross as well as whites; -

gends them to thair convanticns; sendsg *L-~ to =tz2te

¢-gventions; sends them to the cent al bodles as d=le-

]

gates,

Yr. GCroper: Then that.demonsérates, doesn't
1t, tkat the unlons ars a buslness organization and not
a soci#l organizavion? N ’

wr, Towe?s:  Absclutely. I éoal& tell Zlust a
little instancs, Mr, Cooper, that wiii besr that out;

Reeantly our organizer Trom this d!stricet goes ot

%o Metropolis, Illiinols, to orgenlze a local of moudlers.

“hL-re was some seven anltes and soma thirteen negroes ’ b

’ émployed in the shops, Th: nzgroes =2dritted that they

ops ety

had bheen used agalnsy the whites all their lives and
> . zere tirsd of being tools for the erployers, and sin- : E

¢srely desired orgsniz-t - on, They ’oired the organl-

zatisn, The reprssentatlivze teld thea - T am rspeating
nis statment in ihe meating, ™mow, boys cur organizston -
must give ejual protection to crie and all, In tﬁe , . ;
E : shop, in s0 far as the organiztion 1s conesrned, out:

sije of yrur pe seonsl zatters, you x1ll get ejual prolac- , {
f tisn. In the me=2%ing hall wuls org=niztion guarant:zes ‘
s2a =2 ;ual protestion, In the evening after the meeting
your aocial affalrsare your own,® He t0ld me that

! quite an intelligent negro came to him right after that

1 and told hir, "Yr, White Yan, you s+1d that Ju;t right, 2

Th2t is a tusinass proposition., Then we are In the

i - - - - - . - - N -
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meeting or when we ere In fellowship in the shop, dut
ir the evenings we have got to find our plafe, You
sald thet Just right.® Yow, that shoss that the in-

telligent negro even r:alizas the graat chasm dbetreen

the whites and the black sorkers. Froxr the union

viespolnt 1t 13 a diffsrent propesition,

ir, Ccoper: It 55 a tusiness propsotiosn and not

a soctal affalr at all?

¥r, Towers: Atsrlutely,

Mr, ﬁaker: Right therz, so that I might not get

misled - well, g0 ahesd,

15 - e maee s

wr, Coorer: I wented Yo get tils in censecutive

° order,

¥r, Raker: That 7 canted was to see whather he

said there were no sociazl functions, conrected vith the
organizat lons,
vr, Towers: Mo, I said tka%t the organizerd said,

®in the shop vou w’ll get e ual protsction from this union

yeu have Jolned; in ithe meeiling hall you 311 get ejual

protestion and sonsfideratilon, In the evenl!ng, after work,

N ? N i your sozial affalrs, they xzust be ydur own, You will nhave
s i t0 handlae uhch in your 3un aay; the organiz-tion has
absclutely notking vo 30 aith ther,®

¥r, Coop:r: There %s no rejulrement of soclial
eality or snything of the sort, 1s there?

vr, Towers: Absointaly not, 1% 4s ejual protection,

vr, Cooper: ot =zven &1tk whitaes or blacks?
Mr, Towaers: Absoluately not, .

Mr, Coopar: Yo# ycu nay nava, and you do have, __
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possibly gometimes yvou get into vour union white men
wLOsSe manners are repulsive?
Yore so than many

¥r, TOwars: Absoalutely so.

Negroas,

’ ’
Xr Cooper, ¥ors so than reny nagroes, and you

den't require, because he Is a rember of the union that
yeu and your xifs rust invite him to your dinner table,
brcause he 1s 2 white man and telongs to your union, deo
you?

Nr, Tosers: ¥any of tkem T sould naver invite to
my hone,
Taz union 1s purzly a

¥r, Cecoper: T®xactiy.,

tusiness proposition, Yow let us see hox it is a bus-
iness proposition, The ewployers orgesrize, don,t they
to protast thelr interesis?

Mr, Towers: Absoiuzely,

¥r, Ceoorer; Many of ther 30, 2% least, =2dmit that,
Lztoring men, ten of them after one ‘ch, are apt to under-
bid zach other %0 get th= Job, aren't trey, if it is
Just cutthroat cerpetiticn for the place? The most
dénse worYer can thoroughly unlderstand that and see his
Fosition, Yow, then, the sor¥ing man must 2ither gat

;ch, vecome a tramp, or ;o to the poor house?

-]
- -

¥r, Towars: Yss,'sir.
¥r, Coopar: If he %s an ablibodied man?
¥r, Towarst Yas, sir,
Mre Croper: So than 1f ter man are sorpeting for

ore Jok, tuhke iendency is Lo cufdcwn the sages to a fizure

that a!11 tarely kxeep boly =2nd soul together, isn's 1t?
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s ¥r, Jowers, Absolutely.

»p, Cooper: Tn other rords the jsb xill zo the -

the ran, some %timas - not alsays, tut sxeiimes - to the

xsn ake 7111 work for. the least sum, Isn*t that so, ’
¥r. Tomerssg That 1s the general undefstandﬂng.
¥r, Cooper: €o 1 2m taking nos thea =xay 1t

appears io the average werrirg wman, witk~ul =ntaring into

tke rerits of the rropostisn any mor2 than to0 get the

facts cut - and so they organize uni-ns to prevent tkhls
cutTlhroat compet” ticn =rnd sesura falr szges, zhat they

: call falr siages, batter sages #nd bettzr conditions,

than tk:=r tink they wonld gst 1f corpelied io resort
to cuttharoat competition among themselvss?

¥r, Toners: That thay ¥noas thsy #3111 zet, not

-

tuiny; <hat thay Frow,

i:

kB Wr, Ccoper: T=z11, T am putsirg 1% ¥n that w=ay,
Yor tkar, somzihing Zas tesn sald here aboul ths riting

of ir2 silie ran agalnsd the biack man in this city.

Tee “czzre:3 of ithe United States soze wears 220 passed a

law cazied the "Non-contract Lator Ta2s", shich prohlibits

the lkpersasion from foraign countriles, unler contract,

of latcrers, of any c~lor, shite or blasr, dcesn'y 1t?

¥r, Tozers: Yes, so T understand.

¥r_ Cooper: It sculd rrohitit canuf-cturers in

P

tkls city of St, Louids, Bast St, Louls, for example,

?roa going to Crssce, to Araenia, to Tia2ly, to Russia,

1o othzr Z-rsign countrlzs, ashere the latorers are all
skite, ~p2 izporiing them under contract as they did tefore

% that lax =5 passed?

§ . - AL VRN l
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¥r, Towuers: Yesg, sir,
»

¥r, Cooper: That 1s so0, isn't 1t7

vr, TO ers: As T understand it’, @es, sir.

¥r, booper: 2nd that law has tesm on Lhe statute
books in R‘erubliycan adrinistirations and T=wosratic adminis~
trations, and nobody even so much as tiiz¥s it 1s golng
to be repealed. Isn't that sof? i

¥r, Towe-s: £s I understand 1t.

¥r, Cooper: “Tos that would be t:= pitting, not
of white men against black men 1f thoss p2opls wera coming

here, but 1t weuld be wkite msn agalnst s%itz men?

¥r, Towers: Yes, sir.

¥r, Coopad~: Wos, those people *x itkcse countrles
were ror¥ing for a very {27 eants, corgar=iively spsaking, c&;;,
werentt they? '

¥r, Towers: ¥es,sir,

vr, Cocpe=: Thsy were pocr, Ifrcoeant as they could
- &

be, So the Congrests of the ritad StatesAr proutbit the
soming here of =l Te ran undar contract %5 ssrk for such
vages ir. corpetition #iih ¥ou and the otZsr shite men of
BE=2st St, Lo.ds,

Yr, Towers: Or in otaer wordsg, S ralntain American
standards, as w2 understand then,

¥r, Coope-: A And -e pas:zed a Chimass Exclusion Law,

didn'Y we? .
Yr, Towers: Y=3, sir,
Yr, Cooper: Th:y ~an'v come hare =ieepf unler certaln

cendl tons, The Thinasa latorers, wmork k=rz for vary E

much 1e 5s peT day and 1372 under sretched soziltlons, that
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the shite laborerskould not consent to live under, at
xages whish they wouldn't consent tokwo:k for?
¥r, Towers: That 1s true, - - B '

* wp, Cropar: That sas %0 protact the white man

against the yeilow man, nct the “lack man, " In other

words, these lavs have tesn passed ln accordance with ' o -
1

st Yt s es

the spirit of the Armeric=n Rsputlie, shich is that no :
man, :nite or bhlack, under our flag, vught to be compellad

to work anywhers In this repﬁblic for lass than a deeent . ;

N

szge and under decent cordltions? . ;

¥r, Tosers: Absziutelys ur, Cocper,

O ]

¥r. Cooper: Yo ratter shat nis color is.
? . N B
i Mr, —morers: I beileve all forces of sosiaty should

direct themselves in that 3irect!on, inste-d of practleing

. ’ decartirn, =2s they de, or tke helpless, unorgzanized wnorkers,

2s they do to-day.
’ ; vr, Cooper; Yow, %2 want, all of us, of 2avery poli-
1 fcal faith and of every rellglous cread In thls country’

o _tc have the tlack man seaurs in all of his rights, ge'

1s 2 citizen, ~n an eju2lity %¥1th you and me,

r, TOWers: Yes, sir,

¥r, Cooper: No=, x2 czn't make any laws ‘Ionwibokd~

in this country whichexclule the Ylack ~an from go'ng with

his Family into any part of the Tnited States, can we?

tn

¥r, Towers: I Son't think so, . !

- Mr, Cooper: Yone of us, he must be allowed to go
rrom state 0 state, ani from community to community in
pis discretion &r Judgrent as he may deam best for his

osm interssts, Just th: ==me at the whlte man, Othar-

»ieo
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+#1se you atsolutely nuilify the Constitution of the United
states, \7ﬁut 1% is one thlng for a man, 1s it not, -
either wkite or dia~k to 36 voluntarily into anotaer
cozmunity sith a view to bettering Lis condition,and )
to have gre=t numbe-s of them , by the thousands, irduced
to come irto orne comparatively small community, isntt 4t?

¥r, Towars:s There is a great difference, a world
of differeance, It 1s the diffasrence betseesn tha natural
ordér £ txings and an unnatural asondition,

Yr, Coope:r: Tn other words, a forasad oonditﬁonf

¥r_ Towers: Yes, sir,

wr, Qoopar: Weg that the cond!tion you protestad

U<, ToOwerrs: That 1s the éondit&on I beileve, that
2:2:5? per cent of the people of this locallty prot=ssted
ir. ev2ry way they coumd:

¥r, Ecoper: You we have 1t in evidence Lers that
colorad people imew in this town 2re axong your best
citizens.

ur, To-ars: ves, sir,

Vr, Coope.: Splendid citlzens, law adiding,
irdustriocus 2nd respected by the coxmunity; and that they
thourht that a very @rsat ‘njustice s-s being done #w
to soxe of these cclored people *ho #2re Induced to come
nortl:: 'nto this olty,

“r, TowWwers: T belleve they d14d. They felt 1t
evan rore Yeanly then many of the shites,

Vr, Coopewr: L) héve had wltn=s .es testify about the

colored raople coming here by trainioads, somstimes by

=R,
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carlosds, 2nd g=tting out and goling about on the strezts,

sore of them with nothing on but overalls 2md a shirt, .
and a strazs hat, a yz=r 2go thls tlze, In cold weather,
suivering, ianding kere »ithout a penny of xoney, and

hungry, Tas 1% againét that that vou protested?

¥r, Tovers: stsolutely., The test interesds
of thosa pcor unfartunate, shite or dblacks, that were
being praved upon by intelligent, trutish poxer some~
where,

¥r, Coope-s Wow 1t La$ been intimateld - T read
1t sometires -~ that people bacsuse they dc-'t a-soclate 7’7"1"‘
out of tu:ziness, that there is necessarlly a dztermigation
t0 ostrasize them from scelis-ty, beat them cut, beat them
dosn, dzprive thar of human rights; dbut if ycu look at the
labor unirng as wou lock at 1%, ar;d T am ta¥ing your
stapement now ambedrincg r-ur vias of the situation - ke
labor union is a purzly business‘propoazusn ?

Ur, To.ers; Absolutely.
wr, Coopev'; And knowing thzi the tlak xan 13 a
citizern and eniitled und=r the Constitutlion to his rights,
the came »s an Arerican citizen, as youare, snd he 1s
cuararteed by that Instumument protecti-n -‘:{ ttose righty,
Just as yoware, and neither of us have an¥ protacilan

nde

exceptdthat., rou ¥ros that the only »say as a business
proposition that both of you oxn be protecied as Azeri-
can citvizens is to}antar‘an organization and mutually
agree %0 dafend your own righus?
Yutually protect e=ch otier, I

¥r, Tosers:

a2s golng tos=y I would like: to juallfy thav. resides
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teing a business orgarization, the more ddsply one

becomes !nterested in organized iabor, the more he

mekez 1% the relation of his 1ifs, that he sees .the
hur~nitari=an vork th2t Le e=n accomplish‘through -
tkis bus’ness orgenizticn; tut ir so £ar as the color
line thet you speakx of, 1t 1s atsolutely a tusiress.
propositicn, and tnat feellng of raca péjudice I
dontt tkirk would revall in a reetisg ha;ll.

¥r, Cooper: Mos tiils juestion - I have ‘r.eard‘
coiorad people sar that they didn't want to go into
stite soclaty, T have Lze-rd them say that. T dent't
know enytiing abonut 14 wys21lf, tut T have hs:rd them

sa2y taat, In th: 0ld days 3% used to be snid of the

Aboiltieonists, th=% tecause they d2dn't xmz live to

sze wilte men and Black men bought and so0ld like cattle,

% : that therefore thery xight sant %6 ~arry them, =nd Lircoln
sald th=?{ the man wh- 1ttered th-t saenticent, or arry man

sho 11d, Indulged In wh-t ha s=1d sas"bastard logle" Yeu

might not wart i tuy and seil a xoman, tut ycu might
not ¥2nt to rarrz her,

¥r, Towears: That 1s truae.

¥r, Coope : Yau xighs a2nt to sce a tlack man

ir:ated decantly skher 1t cores to corpatirg for yrur lot

and vet you xight not sant to irvite him into your

parlor 0o sit dosn 40 tke Yeard x1th yourszlf and your

wlfe ~ny more thsn zou x-31d some zhite men In the unien,
wr, Torars: And T dont thirk, as a2 rule, he

sould csre to core.

¥r, Coogpe-y But ycu s 14 a voment age <¢a24% thers
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o w2re shite men in your unions that you wouldn't under -
g any consideraticn invite to your table and to asszocl-
s - ate 1th your wife end fsmily?
B > s

o

wr, Torers: Absolutely,-

vr, Cooper: Yow Y :,antﬁ to azk wou ~a word - the
negroes that you have _i r. xind #s Tteling objlacted to
principally, coming here !n such gre=t nurbers, xere
those wko wmere without -orer, poorly clad - what xe
xicht charscterize ordinarily as®plantation negroes®;

»1tkeut any means of suppert, Tsn't thet so?

¥r, Tovers: Witiout any meazns of support, and
b~ the rougher element tn~t were *n a way despafate as has
tecn provan inthe testirony, having comrltted a great
{1 nurber of erimes. T acold 1’ke t0 say tne thing that
T Yava 12ft out of the testimony, anchher tkirg ahich
) e
T telieve L2lred toAint;ensi::fy this feeling, Bttorrey
Genergl prundage has icre considsrable in . hls comrunity

to cilminate some of the gambilng, or 2 b%ilg part of 1t.

Th*le I still beileve there 1= some garbling goirg on,
T bteileve -1s efforts have teen directed against most

of th2 mhttes - aprainst gambling generally, but 1t

/]

zzms t0 he th=t the whi?es ~are the ones that suffered,
l I nave bean told th=t the regroes were c=tared to by
pesty roliticians, and that the negroes iers alloz=d to
sontinue their gamdbling in this soxrunity, shich would i
nztur2iip btring on another ccndition shich sculd develope
a feellng tetwveen the skites and the regroas, Tr.ose

7.0 1love the gambling game and .ers deprived of 1t -

3 on tre white siderwocﬁ—;’xaturally dzveleps a Tesling
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against the negro who might te privileséd to deo sbme-
tiing thathe wasn't allowed to do., That was another
tLing that T beilave Intensifled the feeling agalnst
th2 regroes h:re,

¥r, Cooper: Yox one word more, Ur, Toiers,
atcut nh2 strike =% the Aluminum Qre Company,  That
stri¥e #2s3 by non-urnlen men? ‘

up, Tovers: "on-union men, yes, sir.
M¥r. ccoper: Yot oréanized?

wr, Towers: Yot crganized, no, sir, I would

like to say with refersnee to th=t f!rst striYe, Yr, Cooper,

:hztt%o or three nfghts rrior to thelr settlement, some-
ene éallgd ap mv home In Rellville and asked me to come
10 a meeting they w2re having at 26th and rculslana, at
th=t th=2atre th-ot was referrad io. M} “ife told me,
tud d3dn't remember who 1t was thot ecalled, I thougﬁt
possitly 1t ~ras werry k@rr, and I Lave al.ays stood
willing %o gl—we bim any ass!stance 1f called upon, so

T £n=211ly decided theat T wonuld tske the time to go Yo

Bzst St, Lo s and go to th~t hall, I sent down there

.
and 31an't £2nd any of our lahor btorg there, b g wentﬁ%o
the meeting, and whan T didn't fird any of our fellows.
I dsterzrined T wn 2dn't take part Iin the meeting.‘ 1
thought T rmight get »hat information T could 2nd -ee
sh=t they . ere gcing to do, or *ntenled to do, and
before thelr reeting r23 called to nrder, soreone »ame
to me and =2skad me If I sas 2n erxployees of the Aluminum
ATe -Plant, T tn1d ddroro, He ssys, "I am gsing éo

as¥ yoizo:recire." I savs, "all right, I sould ilke %o
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have yow come on the ~utside wftﬁ me for = srert tize,” .

He c-ma cut #2th me and I asked him shaé he irtendsld

to do. P- savs, "we are golng to organi-e,”? I says,

'af%you £o’ng 1o organiza undar the Amerlcan Felsration
I says, .

of Latori* re said, "no." Jrdo ryca ¥ros sho called

me up and Irvited re doin here?* pe says, "no,* 1

crays, "sell, 21f you are not golng Lo organize anl hasve

no irtentlon of orgsnlzing und:: the Ar=ric=n P=i27at’cn

of Later, xx ¥ dont't cere 46 te !r your reeting 2nd xzid

vouldn't take anr part An;.'wa-V"; "hets is vour grieyan-e

2;8inst the Arerican weleration ef Taber? Tky do vru

sent to defe=$ S$0 rmany of thaese honest veor¥ars *n there?.
-

Try den,yt y~u Zhelp them inst-zd of defe~tivy tham at a
time 1ike ghjs, wlhish 3s so nlcs2 to organize tkhese sorkers??®
He -a2i1d ke k2 hé:n a mexdbar cf ore of the crgznlzatirns
here - T ferget =h%ch oré - and hs apparsntly hsd a
grousk againsi the organizdion and ztarted totell re
stout that. T void idim well, Y diidn,t carzs anything
about that, T a’dn't thirk iLls zrouch cught to iMterfers
rith hindrads =nd hundreds of znerkars tharz sho might do
sometling substaniisl for themselvres 1f th27 sere net
discouraged from comirg intec the pmeriloan Federatﬁcriot
Lator, I trld 12 T r-1feved 1kh'le he élni:ed Le was

a rechs=ie, th2% “he 500 or 1,000 latorgers, tullding a
strong A, F. cf L. org-nizaticnwould e dble e 1ic¢k both
the company end <“Le xxX so0 2slled skilled .or¥ers 12 5t
came tc o test,And I =ays, "I relieve troze people shsuld
be allowed te tuiid an orgariznsion xita-ut ryou falloss,
if voi. are opro.ed to XXXx your own corgenlzatlion Iin this

comrahity,"”

e et e i Bt it ©
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. s T ¥r, Cocpar: Th2 streeb{ear strike »as by uﬁo;- . ) |
A i ganized lator,~-»28 it not? '
))7 o vr_To-ers: Yes, sir. ) o 1
7 : Nr, Géoper: o, Los wes thet sestled] |
’ ; T ” ; o vr, Tore~s: By an uderstanding betoen tha.co::pany,
N i
. =0 f \:1 a committse of the workers, -nd zyself, im shich T arreed )
: 12 they weuld erbri-rate - they even refused to arbritrats for
- f % ) . c.
o, z a tiregp—-— .Tdusel xr Iafluence to ;et the Job going orderly. ;
} ¥r, Coope:: It sas finally settled bjr arbri tratﬂcrﬂ
: s § wr, To-ers: Yes, slr; and t.h.e nen eturning te
> : 5 work/ though withocut any promises - wsithout any agreemx=nt ‘-
! . witkout Imowing they were going to rétain their organizatlon,
- They r eturnad toyork and the settlemsnt was affacted
= : afterwards in a verv orierly way and along the lines
) and pdliefes of the Arsriszan Fedaraticn of laber,
rvr, Ccope @ *Tow a»hen d1& that agreemant end?
) T ¥r_ Towers: It erds the end of 1917
' ¥r, Ccoper: Yoy I want to ask you one juesilcen,

.You Lave teen asked stecut ¥r, Yevers' rejuest that he
te allorad to nire certeln men, Tas‘f.hat after yeu
h=d rade this agr-eexant for 2 settlementl
vr, Towars, 2ftar, T deny sant you 1o undelr-
stard 1% that =ayp, ¥e rever made ro mjuest to hire

+hewe men, rwe coxplalred to me that the boys on the

Zct and the rerresendztive wers Yeeping men fion golng to

sork, one or tao or trrce days, 2s they may want to

work, 2nd claired that he wes teing deprived of th=t lator,
¥r, ~corer: ves, Jt is your idea, 1s !t, that -—=—

xell, give veur idea of Lewm lalor disputas ought tec te

setnled,
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¥r, Towers: Ny idea - 1f the employers - T think

the whole matter 4s the general lask of educatfon and
understanding, T beliavz that mapy of our trightest
employers zre abolsutely lgrerant so far es knowing how
te handle thi %reat Juestfon hetzsen employers and
exployees, I reileve in many i:stances the emplogers
suew the ranYest ¥ind of ignorance, Their false
s?ob?i§ﬁness, 2n the first rlace, as a rule of wanting
or teing unw®lling to m:at with thelr osn cormittiees,

or dulr accrelited representatli—es of the Amerlcan

TN e et = 4 T i oe s« et Sy

v2le-atior of Lator, 1s the one2 thiha th>t creates

P

xore sirife th=n anything else tha I c2n think of.

Mr. @eoper:  Is §t yrur opinion that they are

inclinad to be exclusive =nd aristecer=ctic, ratber than

ey e

democr=t6io?

4 wr, Tose s: Tay atselutely autoer-tio, Ve
la2c¥ 1-dusirlal d=mocrecy An our Waticn, we don't enjoy

ol
that except %n Institutions that we ere cr;anizeaFn. There

#e have a rore ¢ less industrizl democracy wshere seé can
rebt 02 2 level alih the cmployerse

I

{ ¥r, Cooper: Yox tken, not 2ll iakor leaders

§ are shat thery cught to bte, Isn't that dxukm true?

% , vr, Tosers: That 1s true,

; ¥r, Co~psr: ~hére =re some t2d ran akho rave

teer le=ders cf i=tor in this country,

¥r, Towars: ~n=t #~ald apply %o a2ny fores in
scclety.

¥r, Qooper: anybody m seelety fs bound %0 Lave
some Tai men. The Tr-lve Apcstle had on: thab wa%?ad.

Ap- Do
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Mr, Towers: They had one that we feel wés
bad , A

Mr.‘COOper: You £ind ministers that diszra;e
themselves and'their familes. You find lawnrers thzt do,
You £ind men in all professiens, ‘

¥y, Towers: Absclutely.

ur, QRooper; wox what is the duty of the lshor
union whan it f£inds men in control of the organiztion
wizoge integrity and atllity ca#not be urusted? ‘ o

¥r, Towers) I belleve lust as soon as that is
generally ¥nown,Mr, Cooper, ~ T don't telieva Le woudd
hold on very l ng. Of course a deeca’tful man or one who
i1s = hypocrlte'ﬁs‘sometines atle to ralntein himself.
with anytedy, .
with any force in soclely for 2 much longer
time than he should be atle to do so..

Mr, Croper ¥ov 1sn't this 2150 true; some
of thess grest corpor=tions =rs f’'nanced Iy mer living
thousaznds, or rmany hundreds of miles from the risrtst

vr, lovers: That is aTsclutey true,

Mr. Poope"' Ard the p;;hts 2ra2 under the control
of subordinates? )

¥r, Towers:. ves, sir; the t tyrants there are,

%r, Cooper: You say the worst tyrants, I wasnft
gcing to ;ay that, but scme of them ar et’T&n'Qa]w

Mr, Towerss That is the ones I refer t0, socme,
And to jualify that, 4 von »11l1 allew ms, ¥r, Cooper,

uncer corpetitife corditions, rhere the corpefltl-n Is

Ycen, I t-lieve nsarly all of the erployvers ~re led !n a

yay, - or mus% be in a way - by the mzanest, The
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o Te g s m:anest, *n other words, set the pace of employers,
Coe s nearly so, ‘
\ v vr, COoper; Yow there are there any h@me’
)? s, el employers?
o ® g Mr, Torers: Yes, sir; ’‘ust as hurane ss the con- ,
o ditions =jll allow hem to be. '
? s g ¥r, c':-cper:- ?‘aéré are many hurane, kird haarted £
5 ! empl_oye."s‘ *xe ta¥e sn Irterest ir thelr working men? f
: 12} ) g ¥r_ Powers: v23, sir. |
: ; ¥r, Cocper: And do the very best that they ecan i
i ;
possitly for trem? i
) t - vr, Jowe:rss w25 8ir, L
’ f ¥r, Ccecper: ~L:re are many good lator leaders, ;
good and tad?
5 : ] Mr, Towa:rs: Yes, sir. )
‘ Ur_, Ceope~: ox there are seme of ‘these subordi- I
nzte men 5.n}:en';rol »f the plents, and to make a reputation
¢ for themselives, aren't they,
T i ; ¥r, Towers: I thick th=1ir very exist:nce, the
. ’_ . : _:, ' very existence of thelr gositlor depends upon Just that
; one thing, ‘
. ] } Mr Ccopa~: Yox then, If hy any ch=nce a man,
= ampbi tious fer himself, rot ©f 2 very humane dlsposition,
avaricicus, santirg to mrake 2 reputatlion as a money
maker, wantlng & tetter salary and to go to the front, !
-~ might treat the ren n Lis employ very cruedlly?
¥r, Towe's: I think that ke resched a point
a2t whick he =tsclutely conu:2dess hi- employees Just
. li¥e so rary cattie, to make good his desire to get
i results,
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¥r, Coope+: That reminds me of a sentencs that

I cnce read in a proclamaticn of fovarnor Nole of

[

Hawalil, Te corplained that the Lig planters in

Bawall,~== and these are Lis exact aords - "scemed 4w
) irelired t~ trza$ tieir employees az machlces, as
mere n.achinss rather than as factorsin the devdlopment

P
of the Sh1Z ¢ oW a ram ca2mn trest Lis ren

like rere machires, ¢ he?

vr, Towers: Yes, sir; and =uccedds *n meny

vt

instences, i

wr, §oope~: Yox, 1t Is y-ur view and T dont say

ﬂ....,\...'u._..

~ it iz a correct cne - dbur I take It 10 be your visw,
that a man with a wife ard ck!ldren, and a xan emploved
under sush a suboriinate as that, cold cruel, arnd avarigisus;
: t:4s man rot veiorgirg to ary organizaticn, dependirg scliely
upon him-elf, zouldni'$ stand very ruch chance 1f he com-

plalr-d sinsle handed?

Yr, Powers: Atgnlutels no chance, He 1s helpe
.

lens and realizes ewd mbe relplecsness.

vr, gocper: T ar onlry efting thet irstence & tring
[ d
into the record the exact posiilon, as it ™ sometimes -
alas t€O0  aprears
. znd/frejuently/to :atorirg men.

] M vr, Tos:rs: T aculd ilke to rake a statenent cn

thkat allse, ¥r, foop=r: I Te.%eve that when a man 1s

TR

placed in th=t% leliplesshess ard ralsing a famlly, th-t
. you are holding back the progress of the Am:r!can people;
that voun are making a coward out ¢f that perticular man.
ge then tecomss an u=f*i cltlzen to ralse true Americam

' citizens that s711d Tte carable of as:erting Arerlcen aan-
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<hcod as men should in our Tatlion: They are hciding
tack progress,

¥r, Coope~: @ he becozes dirgusted with the
country th=t tolerates that sort of csnditicﬁs #ith
| indifference, locks upon-it #*tih complacency; and Lis

feelirgs becomé aprarent tc %is faxlly, =and you have

a discortented family, and ultim-=tely rou kave many
discontented ax frrilies and a discontented community,
Ir cther words, vou have irdusirisl war,

¥r, Towers: All the time, s!lent or on the

s.rface,

¥r Coop=re Silent or c¢r: the surface, shesther

!

v g AT Y e oo € .

1t 1s wzite or tiack, ard yocu Lave soxstlmes, 2= cne

of itre commiitee Lins ‘ust suggested to me - and a very
pat exprassion - ysu also have scxe times 2nd %20 many

3 tires indusirial slavery,

’ , wr, Tosers: Fbsolutely, where there is in-an

? : irdustrial dissrict such as Faszt St. Louls, ot"ary oiker,

shere organization 3s 1z =nd uniaveloped, tusre 1s only

or.c rhrese vou can apr.ve. and that is the ore ‘ust exprassed
f' » -~ E

i ~ -
: irdussirial slavery, : bt c.

ii
¥r, Coope:s: vow vou mtxted said, sore tilmes a

grasping man, powsrful f!ranciaily and 1- cenirol of
2 grest Institutien, w11l so dom'rate thé irdusirial
situatfcn thet the humane emplcrers, the good ¥ind hearted

vic
- gen aan't Lalp Lfhsel?, andthe rhols situalicn tecomes
bad,
¥r, Touers:  Absolutel7. The reanest emplcyer

unie~ a tight compeiltive condfticn :ets the race for all
€ D

LIS . !
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e ) } Ur, Coope:: Apd the Lurine manm w:o x~ts to do
’ ! right, perkaps 2% 2 little more expense to himself ,
> . and s 1ittle iess profit, is hand!capred, =>n't seRl
> - "
L i x1s goods? '
5 s . { ¥r, Tc-ers: Absolutely. That is the conpeti-
s ° E tfcn that the falr erployer in tkhe siove 2rdusiry of
; ,’ tx1s zomrurity 3is up aga!.ns't a%thL refzrence to this
3 } 2ast St, Louls mallestle plant cut here that the sxployer
;
. , tes;ltiedﬁ-‘b on e stand ihe other day.
. ; i
1 Mr, Cosper: 7Tell, nosx sitheut taking elther
: . gide of thils vitially ikpertant corntrovirsy, I =211 sum
; 2t 211 'up 23tk tLi§ st~tenznt:  Capltal ean't go or ard-
) : earry on Indusiry =« thout lator,
, T U ( ¥r, Tosers: o, sir.
¥r, Cooper:  2nd istor can't gt wages afthcut
‘ it Las th= erployrent of capltal.
) ) wp, TONIS: <o, sir,
' r, Croper: Toerefcre thsy are ‘nterdererdent,
o Yr, Tovers: vzs, sir,

Yr, Cmper' Trey cugkt to be frierds. The success
of <re !rlusiry is the success of the wor¥irg man?

r, Toers: ves, sir,

vr, Ccoper. The nore merey 1t makes, the testter
xzges Le ought 46 get ~nd tle tetter Lis corditiong, Fe
’
1s 3%rectlyv % tarestad, isr't Le, 4-#4"4; the prosparity of
tfe indusiry?

— ¥r, Towers: So auch st that cooperati-n is

atsclutely recess:ry. Zos far ycuaregoling to Sevelore
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Xr. Cooper. Tow, in other words, you think that

instesd of meking this zr industrial war, ‘and when one side

LY

compleins of conditionz erd séys, 7I would like to have

these things changed”™ snd the other side says, "If you don't

w

like it you cen get out; I can get twenty to tsize your

place"; if the man were elweys treded es & huuan being and
consulted with

and if his demends were reasonsble, grated,

it would be better? - .

kir. Towers. Jcet i;%%he thing fhct is necessary ;
! to reel success in industrﬁ, cooperation, a democratic co- ;
oreration thpt will reslly bring stout & feeling of reel

- confidence, nothing smothercd or hidden.
! ‘ ' Kr. Cooper. In otrer words, it means'to hunenize

’ these intense competitive conditions?

tir. Towers. Tret is the best word, "Thumanize®.
To 1let the worker feel thet he reelly is & human being
in %he sense thet our Uatiuvn in tueory rlaces him. He
1 is in theory a big Azericen citizen, bub in industrey he

is a machine, a rule or & ricce of rig iron, insofsr 8

the employer is conceraed--- to let him knov that he i3

a rart of industry, & ruct of this great Nation, wnd that'

‘he reelly is & huumer being.
kr. Coogper. . Zowers have you ctserved growing
1 { up in thie courtry, where we sey thet &ll men ere equel
tefore tre law, a very decided cless spirit?
- Mr. Towers. ir. Chrirmen, I don't believe the
brighter minds and the bigger nminds of this lation redive
to the fullest thet thet class spirit really exists.

Ire. Cooper. e neve in zeny cor unities end in ;
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reny sectiong--- industrisl centers of this country--- Jjust
&3 rronounced & feeling of class spirit end of h;anghty
exclusiveness as they heve in Zurope, except we heven't
any of the titlea?

Ur. Towers. BExactly. i ’oel{ieve the industrisl
parents of owr Nation are ¢ greal er power in the exploit-
inz of tke workers then the titles are o;x the workers em
e wovieewe over there, becsuse there class struggle stends
out so prouinently and is so well understood thet there

is no question sbout the feeling; but here every force is

"directed to try to smother it, %o put a felse cost on it

end to falsify it; in other words, #lmost s nationel
hypocrisy as to that cuestion end industriel tyranny snd
a lack of ean industriel democracy within our Uation.

¥r. Cooper.

Now, Mr. Towers, € men wko hes the
81£t of msking money and knows how Yo control men, snd
whe krows how to teke adventegze c¢f iIrdustrial conditiorns
and legitimately meke nmorey, and employ men, is ore of
the wost valusble citizens in the Tation, 1sn't he?

 ur. Towers. Tith & proviso thet he 18 reslly a
gcod citizen in the conmunity erd to his e:_r.-ployees.
¥r. Cooper. That i whet I mean.
ir. Towers. Thet kind of sn employer.

ir. Cooper. In other words, the humsne men who

kes the business faculty to succeed ard secure the respect

[2Y

of his fellowmen, rust be full of energy and forethought,
he must be an honest men, honorabls =rxd feir, i{;}*ninéed.

In other words, he is one of tre nollest citivens., Isn't
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that so? .

¥r. Towers. He 13;-1n other words, & reel American.

Kr. Coorer. Fow we went, do we not, €8 ruch as
1-ossit1e,' eg i seid & moment £go, tec try to humenize
‘rdus trizl ccxditiors, exd delawey with this growirg feelfmg
of caste, clsss feeling?

Xr. Towers. Thet, lir. Ccorer, is sbsolutely neec-
essery Yo tte selvstion of our Lation, I believe. Thet
is &y e rsons1 opinion. I believe, kr. Coorer, that
Curirg thie crisis erd *1.'1ﬁ: crises erisirg emdderly,
ren 23 cre 4n coatrol, beins adls to use the natioﬁai
crisia %o enric‘erthe otker her? %o firce the woriers
into 2esrerztion--- I believe 1f 1% wasan't for the orgsn-
1z21 1lsbor movement in our Yation tode thrt we would be
in confazion and turmoil rizht a2t this instent. In
other words, I belierve the ozranizel lsbor moverent of
this Tation during fthis crisis 1s the szization of our
Jation.

2r. Cooper. I have read whet parporiel to ‘99 con=-
aacications from . Gompers, published in the nawgpapers,
in waizh 12 very s’;rongij asg2l 1ador %o 27311 anysaing
1i%e Lro151ls 12 ther2 a3 —ay 7i7 23331vi3 ©3 1o 33; tast
S22 1333213 32 Sho Tlation were such thst in-l‘;atx-ias nma3€
be z2arsiel da -2l laboring 2332 213t 30 zneal with their
voil, 12 pissidle for them to 30 30.

.Ir. Towers. Continue the toil, buat nots %o allow

t2e 23ploy2r3 to use the nationzl erisis $5 2:xploit the

EEAREVER

o
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Ir. Cooper. Yea, exactly.
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lir. Towers. If the workers can't Xkeep pace with the
caenging eanﬂitiohs. then fhey becomé 3uffersrs Hecaunde of
a conlitioa tz2ab 4$hay ars cdlled upon ¢o assis{ in, and
others ase bacoal gensiznal becm3e 92 thes conlition.
Jhat oriags a tercidle diasatis!ac&ion%into tha xationf‘
Po the worTars it i3 absolaufely necessary thgt tﬁay et -
least 1a Shiz erisis keep pace with the increasal o3t
02 liviagz. If they don't they are suffering, =nld nany
of thea were 3affering sven vaforz this crizis vegan.
I’r. Joanson. I ta e it for grmted tazt yrou
agred Ji%h a2 ia She opinion that those +10 h:ve enticed
the asgro froa the Jouthern 3tates into this place and
other Torthern 7tates with the nmisrepresentstion the 1n
Aocial
the lorth ke would findjequality, i3 mistaken?
lir. Towers. I think so, yes.
lr. Johnson. I believe that both you and I agree
that the negro is zoinz to £ind that lack o wcial equelity
wherever he ney go in =11 this countrj? P
ir. Towers. I think so. I believe that, Ir. Chairman.
x:.Johnssn. The wnhite vhysician, for a fee, becamasze it is a bas-
inezs33 fraansacetion, visitas the siek negro.
lir. Towers. Yes, sir.
¥r. Johnsoxn. The vhite lawyer, for the fee, takes
the negro as his client.

wr. Towers. Yes, 3ir.

e Jonnson. The white wuerchant disposes of nis
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waras for the price to the negro, because it is a business

transaction. -
iir. Towers. Yes, 9sir.

T'r. Johnson. You take him into =% least zome of

" the dusiness Teebtinz3 of the lador orzanizatlons, vecmsa

1% is only btusineas? = - )

Lr. "I'owers. fes. sir.
¥r. Johmsen. I believe that £ll over the South,
#rom which the nezro is induced to go, ;there is more‘ con-
sileration paid to him than there is Norta to the places
%o wzich he 13 inl‘iuced 59 g0 to hunt social eguality.
or instabce, take the toun in which I live. ZEverybody
Thare 1s $he cnild of a fora?r 3lava-holdar. There
w2 neve one of the oldest and h=niszoasst Cathelrals in
%742 Tnited States. At Bardstown, Zentucky, where I
1iya, there is 1 Cathnedrsl there consideradly nors than
It was the first Zpiscopal see

a2 Lsaaacel yesrs olid.

tae United States west of the illegheny mountains.

t:x

Zhe diocese of 3ishop Flaget, the first bishyp there, ox-

£

2 newis rhilipe,

teniel from Jew lJrlesns to llontresl.
$3he ling of tﬁe french, spent part of his time in exile
Thare. Ze was '-c:en treated vhile there, 271 2fter his
z322nding the throne of France he made thut congregation
mzzy 1resentys. The jresents whie: he usle tast congre-
Za%tion in the wey of pictures, paintings, =zre worth more

“xsn a milliorn dollaxrs. The edifice itself is a henlscme
giraclure, and there the lines between the races ure per-
Zz75 nore tautly drawm than eny.here else in this country;

=% 1n thet church, where there wre four colwmas of rews,
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- taree sre set zside for the whites snd one for the negroes.
s ' I am a8 merber of tnat confregation @43 when I, ny wife &and
=,5 ) s cailiren, go there to church we arpproach the ssme coumunion
EIN > : 3
e e , rail %hst those negross aprprozch. Yet there are some - :
. ,o . people that heve gone through thet country ard induced the

negro to come further ITorth where he z=zy find more sociel

equziity. Do you believe he finds it?

ir. Towers. I don't taink ke 30es, :r. Chairuen,

[
v
v
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es ex leined by you. Ee has a fsise idea of it.

e,

o 3 Lr. Jognson. I8 the witress Zawkins who was on the

e

. .- . atend yesterdey, in the roon?
> B B kr. Cooper. Let this witress sizrxd aside end let

nawking teke the steand.

ADSITIOUAL STATEAELT OF WILLIAIL HATKINS(Colored)
ir. Joanson. Thern you were on the witness stend
" . . B,
7ou seid thet pon when jou were taxen inpthe rolice station

s

Jaly 2nd, tnst oificer there demended of

(2}

nt o
7ou, and in enswer to the demend you gave Ltii, $11.£0 of

gour money; tnat ne mcle the saze Jemand of snother negro

wno wes teken into the staeticn, erxd Zronm hinm, with your

sssistzrce in corntribubting part o« the z:.dney. he got mother

Sli.éo; ard thet toe seqe dererd 4es m;ade from a: other

» regro who was tezen into the stetion #ith youl] and from

. niz $nis man got 311.50. In the room now there are thirty
or pore white rer. I wisgh jyou would leave jow cheir on

the witress stexd and welx eround ir this room «nd see if
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you identify the pen who exacted that $11.50 from you and

fron eacn of tte otker negroes that you have named. See

if you cerx identify him in the room?

(The witness left the witness chair end walked

around tte room smoxrg the sudiencel.

iz Haﬂkinsa I don't think Isee nim.

iir. Cocgper. Look then €11 carefully over on both

sides of the hsll,
" everydhere.

W i TN ey L

RPN

ir. Heaxzins (After a peuse). I don’t think I see

vt

him,
ir. Cooper. TVery well.
lr. Hewkirs. I don't know nia rersonsily nowey.

I could ¥mow hiz if I could see him, but I den't think he

18 in the Louse.
ir. Johzson. Very well.

lr. Touzers3, please corme back to the @witaness stand

“ADDITIONAL STATILENT OF ALOIS TO07Z3S.(3ZSULED)
ir. Reker. You say ttat your orzenizations sre
not for tne purpose of :inything else excert business?
lr. Towmers. I seid, Ir. Chsiruer, reletive to

the negro situstion, wher asked cuestions gerteining to

that, thet the orgsnization wes a business organizetion

§ 1ified it by sering thet it is sl=0 & humeniterian

ir. Reoker. ~ell now, is it orgerized fcr huueniterien

urpcseg, e {or vusiress?
purp A

ir. Towers, As well &3 to sdvance ous conditions,




economiczlly, so far ag wege increeses sre concerned, shorter

hours tre concerned; sdvance our mentel stenderd beceusé
of shorter howrs; school our children longer Becense of
better wages, rnd therefore producé vetter citizens,

Nr. Rever. Tell then, just whet is it for, then;
tell us. '

lir. Powers. 1t i for the generel goold of ?he worke-
ing classes, ito =zdivance tneir conditions, mentelly, mord ly;
to get away from & long érind of cormerciel toil, and to »
get more of the wherewith of 1ife, which are wages.

lirs Rexer. Then your snswer was not fully correct
wher rou said it wes solely for business?

lir. Towers. I didn't say solely, lir. Raker,

lir. Rexzer,. You tried to convey they idee--- &nd
rracticelly conveyed the idee--- thet it was pricerily for
business purroses. If you didn't intend that, end if
your enswer conveyed thet idea, it was nct correct?

r. Towers. Lot wholly. fl'hé cuestions rerteined
to our orgerizetion insofar £¢s the negro wes concerned,
“hat I meant to convey wes, it was @ business prorosition
‘insofar &3 The socisl sffeirs betweer 7hit es end blszcks
nignt be concerned. it nes nothing to & with the scocial
conditions. ‘

ilr. exzer. 7ell, you meke no distinetion in your
cherter or iz gonm eny rv of jour orgrnizstion ss to
color, so far a3 the rules end reguletions sre concerned?

Lr. Jowers. Abs:clutely norne. The negro Is wel-
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cone in our organizations; In fact, our particulsr orgeni-
zations at one time asked the assistance.of the great negro
leaders.

r. Johnson. kir. Towers, there 1s & witness here
Awho i3 a street crr conductor, who is’being kept away from
his work by our having ﬁept him too long. If you don't
mind it, we will call him as s witness, believing it will
take only & short time. Then we will 28k you to come’
back so thet Lr. Reker msy esk you some cuestions.-

ﬁr. Towers. I an more thex willing to cccede to
the recuest of fhe committee, Lr. Cheirmsn. -

STATEKELN? OF STZPHEI F. PORTZR, 1913-3
STATE STR=ZIT, ZAST 37. LOUIS,ILL.

The witness wes sworn by :re Johnaone

Mr. Johnson. rlezsge givé the stenogrepher your nere
end address.

Lir. Porter. Sterben P’ Porter, 191C-3 State Street,
Zast St. Louis, Illinois.

. Ir? Jonnson. Thet is Four oécupation?
lir. Poster. Yotorien for the Jast St. Louis & Sub-
urven Street Cer Company.

Mr. Johnson. ir. rorter, If you saw & soldier with
his bayonet grab a boy shortly s&fter the riot of July &nd
last, pleuse tell fbout it.

iir. Porter. Shortly after tke g riot?

lire Jonnson. Was it sfter the llay riot?

iire Porter. Yes, sir.
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Very well. Tell what it w7as, who the

¥r. Porter. I was goirg cut on Collinsville Avenue,
It was on Satur-
lr. Johnson. Do you remerber the dey of the month?
It was 5 week or so sfter
Just as I got close to gbout oze hundred

feet from Division Street, I noticed & soldier rush over

A T e
i ﬁ. et 2 ’ﬁh heins
’ —_— P ———y can""’mmm"“ -
T
s - 2020
e w = - :
¥ s ” - o - > . P
> 4
’ ) N Bl "’; ,
¢ e ; 5 ¥r. Johnson.
S . = F .
) » 4 ‘ parties were and where the incident occurred.
s 3
s . ) ‘_
:ar ° ) : P 3
=T the exact time I don't remember zny more.
5 T ;
. s - dey, ¥ I &n not misteken.
z ' &3 i
:; é;
R © ¥r. Towers. o, sir.
2 Y -
= = ’: AL
) ; the ey riot.
;
t]

towards a young fellow there with 2 dbeyonet.
Hr. Johnson. The soldier ®a the beyonet?

ir» Porter. I didn't see the youﬁg fellow

Yes, sir.

have snything whatever,

Iir. Joﬁnson. 7eg the baronet on the rifie?
ixr. Forter. L0, s8ir; not when I seen it.
kr. Johnson. He was using it in nis hanis?
iir. Porter. Yes, sir; I thougnt he wzs foolirg with
the boy at first,and he stuck him with the tayonet. 1

think he stuck him in the leg. I wss on the front end -
of the cer going by at the time, a disterice I presume of

30 feet sway.

Zr. Johnson. Tas the soldier in uniform?
ir. Porter. Yes, sir. ‘
Iir. Johnson. Just tell us ros everything that yoﬁ
saw there.
wre Porter, Thet was s11 I seentherg.
iir. Jonhnson. “hat was the boy doing tns % rrovoked the
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séldier to steb him? .
wre. Porter. I didn't see him do snything.

ifro Johnson. If he hed bveen doing =nything pu would

have seen 1it? -

Lr. Forter. I certal nly would, withcut e had done E
it prior to gy srrroaching there. I could see £11 the way 3

up the Avenue there, and there wasn't over ten reople on

[ . e

that silde of the street in thet blocke.

ir. Johnson. het d1d the hoy do efter he wos stabbed?

»r. Porter. Ee hit him--- and I would heve hit{ him

% : nyself.

lr. Jonnson, Ee nit the soldier, dbut that was after
he was stebbed?

lr. Porter. Yes, sir. It wes a cogerdly act. I
bave beer in the Army myself, end it is sometning I wouldn't
doo Any the man the size that fellow was ouznt to hsve
veen able to subdue thet Loy without using 2 gun or bayonet,

mre. Jonnson. But if I understsnd you the boy wasn't

doing saytaing he didan't heve & rignt %o?

' ir. rorter. Yes, sir; that was uy stete;ent. 1t
> ~: : he had dore snzihing ﬁe had dore 1t vefore I came 1n sight.
ilr. Joknson. And what tine elapsed between the
time you ca2xe in sight of them end the time thzt <he soldier
stsbhbed him?
Xr. Porter. I presume a minute.

wr's Jonrson. So if the boy had beam 3o0inz rnythirg

R to warrant the zoldier to stad him, ne had desisted from it,
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> ) from whetever he had been doing, amd was strictly behaving .

: himself when he was stabbed?
T ' ’ Ur. Porter. Yea, sir{ the boy was stending still
when I first seen hiu, anl the soldier wa3a at least . _ {

N 4

twelvae fo2t away from hinm.

ir. Johnzon. Than the soldier advanced upon hin,

SR

or the boy advancad upoa the s3oldier?

iirs Pocter. The 3013ier slvenced upon tre Loy

avideatly the oy 71976 Tmdr PNla :illler wre rryrcechirg

him nt ¢rattirce, ¢nd vhen he turned sround tre soldier was

within a disterce T rresuze of two or three feet L hinm.
lir. Jonnscn. 4L nd stebtbed him with the bayonet?

»r. rorter. Yes, sir; stuek hia in the leg. F

£

T

Xr. Johnson. Ther. 7eu Sy rou fon't krow vhethrer
the boy hxd been doing :nythirg unlawful before you ssw .

him, that stetesent is r=le outAan abundence o coution

upon yowr rart and nol upon the thecry that he vas doirg

anythirg?
kr. Forter. Yes, sir.
ir. Cooper. 214 you know the boy wes en errend boy

carrying a peir of rantsloons?

kr. Porter. o, sir; I didn't. .
ure. Cooper. pid you see vhether the soldier hsd a
tottle of any kind or hed been drinking then?

txr. Porter. weli, he had that appearﬁnce.

kr. Coourer. “net do you reant

ir. rorter. Intexicated, slightly intoxicated.

ire. Cooper. The =ollier scted a#if he were intoxiceted.
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You were about thirty feet from hin?

lir.

first %00k

Porter.

place.

Yes, sir--- thet 13, when the stebbing

Prior to that, when I first seen thenm,

I was 150 feet away,

Hr.

were abhout

.

Cooper.

But when the stebbing took plece you

thirty feet ewey, right clcse up to them?

Porter.
Cooper.
Porter.

Cooper.

taken sbout eny of

Mr.

Lr.

Porter.
Cooper.
Porter.
Cooper.

Porter.

Yes, sir.
You saw all of it distinetly?
Yes, sir.

There was ro chm ce of your teing.mis-

1t?

o, sir.

You characterized it as & cowerdly act.

I 4id, sir.

2id you learn the n:me of either of:them?

o, gir; I didn*t. I mentioned the

natter to one of the officers the next dgy.

ir.
Hr.
they cared
nare was.
ir.
Imow ebvoutb
lir.
k.
Hr.

Lir,

Cooper.

Porter.

about knowing sbout it.

Cooper.
it?

Porter.
Coorer.
Porter.

Cooper.

An Arny of ficer?
Yes, sir! ard he seid they knowed &ll

I don't know whet his
fe gseld they knew gll they wean ted to

Yes, sir.
“ere you called &3 & witness?

iio, sir; I was not.

You were not cel led as & witness?

b tnc

o i W N v o o
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ir. forter. 1o, sir.

ir. Cooper. Thy not?

3:.1'. Porter. Thet 1s more then I know.

j ' ir. CO0pér.' You told sn officer‘ in this éify. a éoni;
ceriinz officer---- some officer---

' -

ir. Porter {Interyosingl. KHe was eil'ieutenant.

ir. Coorer. Do you mow whrthis neme wes?

ir. Forter. Yo, sir. - .

epmppn < 3,

iz Coorer. “here were you when you told him?

Ir. Porter. I t0ld hirm on the correr of ;llinois and

P --= tZez corner of Broadwsasy and Collinsville ivenue. He got

on Lze Tront end of the car.

; xr. Cocper. You heve been in the Army yourself?

t
3 ir. Zorters I have; yes, sir.
i

K
. F’ ir. Cooper. You krnow an officer, & lieutenant, when :
703 see hiem?
1 iir. Porter. I do, from generels down.

ir. Tooper. 4And how long were ;}ou in the Army?
ire rorter. line yesrs.
ire Ccooper. The reguler Aruy of the United States?

i™. Porter. Yes, gir.

e Tooper. And you told this officer thet you had
sesx %Iz :o0ldier intoxicated, 1In a cowerdly way stsb thd
oy =it: £ beyonet?

. Lre Porter. I didn't relecte it in thst way.

Q. Coorer. “het did you say?

xTe Porter. I told him I seen ore of his men stab
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) thst boy lest zﬁght. "7ell", he said, "I don't want to know
ehything more sbout it. I know 11 I went to know." I
) took it for gr;anted he had &ll the evi ence‘he cered abou.t . |
: ascertainirz.
ir. Cooper. " 214 he secure your neme? >
. lir. Porter. Zde did not. _ i
N ire. Sooper. Bid he ask you v.'?nere‘you 1ived?
Br. Forter. Zo, sir. |
lird Jocper. id he esk you wny questions? . . E
.= - N iir. Forter. He didn't spea% cny nore to me. ;
> s . Lr. Sooper. 4rd then vwhen they ceme to heove the mil-
7 - itery incairy here, or elsevhere, sbout the killing of this &
A Yoy, you wsre never csiled o8 & witness?
N ‘ L ° . : hir. rorter. I »ag not; no, sir.
? ~ iir. Sooper. Thet's ell.
kr. Foster. Then did you sg +this was, what time;
before o ziter the July rioet?
’ . Mr. rorter. Hwas sfter the izy riot. I was not
] - - here in Zesi St. Louis during the Julj riot, I was on
] . # vecation.
iirs Zooper. Tou were here elter the July riot? '
. > ‘: ' ir. Forter. I was here; ves, sir, but I sey I was:
not here Tw-irs the July riot.
ir. woojer. But wasn't this stedbbing--- whet day was
that?
{ mr. Porter. Ttere wes soldiers here during the lay
riot end s:13iers here Juring the July riot.
3 Lr. Zooper. “ell, where was it you sew this boy stebbed?
%
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July riot?

16

Mr. Porter. It was close to the corner-of Sivison
end Collinsville Avenue, I presume it is in the neighbér-.
hood of thirty feet of the corner, maybe not thsat much.

Mlr. Foater. “het time did you coﬁe back elter the

Mr. Porter. I ceme beck from Colorado--- I left
Colorado on July 9th.

dir. Coorer., Tes it efter ysu got bgck?

kr. Porter. I hedn't got away yet then. Tris was
during the lLey riot I have relerence to.

Iir. Cooper. Then diad yo#go to Colorado?

Kr. rorter. I went to Colorado on the 24tk dgy of

June.
Mr. Coorer. And you ceme badr when?
Lir. Porter. The Sth dey of July.
ire. Cooper. Jid you go So work for the corpany then?
res Porter. Yes, sir. I was working for then tefore
that.

ir. Cooper. It was efter you gct back thet ;ou sew
that stebbing, wasrn't it?

ir. rorter. I mey Ve nmisteken sith the two riots, btut
I en pretty rositive it wes the llay riot.

kr. Coorer. 3ut the testimony all is it wes zfter the
July riot, after 7su got beck here.

lr. Porter. “ell, I em rretty rositive it wes efter
the L&y riot. I m&y be confused in the two riots.

lir. Ccorer. Tou ey Vve confusel s to the tso riota,

but ;ou sre not confused we to the ircident?




Sicate S50 Lo

Lr. Porter. The isy riot I didn't Xnow thet aed ta;zgn
place until the following morrning. when I went to work I
was told sbout that. Thet is.the first I knew sbout that
Ley riot. : . .
Hr. Johnson. But ycu ere absolutely sure s to whété

this thing hsppened?

iir. Porter. I ¢m ebsolutely certain it herpened egdbout

teirty fcet this side of Zivision Street on Collinsville Avenue.

lir. Jokhnson. /fmnd you ere sbsolutely certain es to
whet time of dsy 1t heprened?

Irs Porter. 7ell, not ebsolutely certain. It was

P T ——

in the evenirg, either 7.45 or 8.45, I &m noi certsin, for

;-
’ % I was due 'in 3t. Louis on ths hour.
;
: irs Johnson. 4nd you zre cbeolutaly certsn thet
; the men “ho did¢ the stedbins wes in soldier's clothes?
| % . ir. Porter. I &nm; yes, sir.

4

iir. Jornnson. You cean's be mistalien sbout that?

ir. rorter. ilo, sir.

ixr. Jonnson. 4nd you czn't ve mistaken thet the
vietiu vas a boy, @ young feliow?

iir. Porter. I rresuxs he was 16 a+ 17 yesrs old.

¥r. Johnson. 4nd youa ere rnot misteken thet you told

2 lieutenesnt as Lo the incident?

iir. Forter. I =213 not.

ir. Johnson. nd thet he said re Aidn't went to ¥nov
enything cbout it?

lir. Forter. Yes, sir.

lr. Johnson. Yow ther, if yjou sre misteilen s to wnen

it occurred, ou wre not mistsien rs to the incident over i ich
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S T we heve just gone?
s E ¥r. Porter. o, air; I am not. ,
: e ¥r. Cooper. That's sll. ) ;
. ' e ir. Foster. Tmen did ;7-3\1%—:0 to wWork vnen you ceme back? ;
: lir. Porter. I went to work on July eleven. I was Just "
3. ) Y merely on a vacation.
B i
= > = ’ ] iir. Foster. But, es steted by ir. Johngon, youm are
s &
: |
Y e ; } not cisteizer £3 to the incident?
. : ifr. Porter. I au not mistaker =8 to the incident. I
) 2 will edmit I may be risteken zccording to the two riots, but
s - i
] 5 I an not misteler 28 to the ircident.
’ E - nr. Foster. You ere sure you 3sw it?
- ; ,
’ Lr. Forter. Yes, sir.
‘ 3 { Lr. Cooper. Uas this men's rexze lcCafferty?
. ir. Portver. I don't xnow the zsn's nsne; but I thiek
’ i
. tae neme zypesred in t’ng perer &3 lelaiferty, if I an not
mistarer.
lir. Joanson. wid you see ¢u account of it in the perers
. vne rext dsy efter ;-;ou%ew iv?
) ir. Porter. Yes, sir; I Just resd the neadlirves of it.’
: I seldeon ever reed She rewspepery, only the elltoriel and
grortirz columms.
’ ir. Foss. I went to ask you, was <the boy £ll slone,
+ or were there otrer boye there with him?
, iir. Torter. dZe wes slone--- eriesred %o re. There
’ were & couple of young feilows ¢ bout tenm or bseive feet or. the
; rortn side ol him. Trether they were with nim or not I Zon't
1 * ¥now.
¥. ir. rFoss. &g re welzirg or stexéing still?
3
:
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d lir. Porter. He was stznding still themn. .
3 - .
Kr. Foss. You say the soldier ran 2 beyonet into him?
ir. Porter. Stuck him in the leg. . ;
iirs Foss. Tnet did the boy do then? i
¥r. Porter. vell, he nit him. it erpeered Us me he X

hit him.

lir. Fogs.
ir. Porter.
kr. #o83.

lare rorter.

e TN T TN et e e

' car,
) lir. Foss.
; ir. Porter.
; fece.

; lir. Foss.

wr. rorter.

P o

; cane over

F0sS.

ir. Porter.

there.

there, rnd by th+t

going. Thet was

iir. Foss.

awey or not?
kr. Porter.

iare Foss.

csused?

diagonslly scross the street.

Did the boy yell, holler?

Thet I couldn't say.

You dida't hea: enytaing?

Wo, sir; I was on tre closed yrert of the

And the boy nit hinm over the head?

It looked to wme like he nit hirc in the

“ith his fist?

Well, thet I couldn't ssy, wkelzer he had

; his hend oyen or shut.

“het heprened after thatf
There wes £ couple oIf other =cliiers
They hszd cuerters in the Arcade Suilding,

& couple cf then cere over

-~
u

irme I was out of s ght. I ed %o Xkeep

a1l I seen of it.

ta oo B3

You don't lnow whether =4 took

Lo, sir; 1 don't

You don't hnow now much of 8 wourd it
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S Mr. §orter. Yo, sir. If I had had time I wuld have
) _ stopred, but under the conditions, I couldn't.
’ j Wr. Cooper. Zou ﬁave read that the boy died?
2 el : X lr. Porter. Yes, sir; I heard the boy died.
: s 2 ir., Cooper. How long have you been in the eaploy o
; the street csr company?
'ﬁr. Porter. It will be a yeer on the oth Agy of Dec-
{ ’== enber,--- for this compeny.
Lr. Cooper. “Then 4id 7§u come to Zast St. Louils?
. s > lr. Eorter.l I ceme here snd went to work--- well, I
came here on the 22nd dsy of lovenber, 1916,
N lir. Cooper. “here from?
> : ir. Porter. I cu:ze here Pron Colorads Springs, Colo-
. f rado.
o _lr. Cooper. " here were you before then?
) Kr. Porter. I worked in St. Louis.
X > . Cooper. ~nd Lefore then?
3 3 iirs 2orter. I was in Weshington. I vwes ih Sen fren-
cisco.
o
) ; iir. Coopers. You were in Vasnington? Thrbwere you
1 doing in "zshington?
hre. rﬁrter, I was helping srect the wireless station
there at Arlington.
' f Ir. Cooper. The wireless station?
)' ¥r. Porter. Yes, sir.
- ir. Cooper. Over on the other side of the Potomac?
lir. Porter. Yes, sir.
ir. Cooper. How lorng were you there?
% 5. rorter. wee thece, I presuse. ol 45 asys,
. » Close on to% L..n
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Hr. Porter. I

te w788 I don't know.

- closed or not.

or open hand?

[o]
[S]
(B}

Lr. Kerr, Yes,

¥r. Kerr. Yes,

lr. R&x er. An”

r. Johnson. b4

ADDITIONAL ST

lir. Cooper. Whon were you worxing for?
wes working for & msn nemed llcCartees
Mr. Cooper. Tho wzs8 rutting up this vireless station?

Xr. Porter. There wzs zmother man over him. Tho

I pever 4id get to see him.

ir. Johnsoxz, You mry stend eéide,

Mr. Cooper. I wart tc eskx Lr. Porter one more question.
The boy who was stebbed hed n> wmeayon in his hend, 414 he?

lir. corter. Lo, sir. .

¥r. Cooper. He straek kinm witk his fist or open hmd?

lir. Porter. I coulén't sey wrether he hed his fist

ir. Cooper. 3ut ze kel rnothing else but h's fist

mure. Porter. Tnet wz3 egll.

4

']
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ir. Rexer, I werv tc &8x r. Lerr a question or two.

ATZIINNT OF HARRY XZRR.’

Ir. Rexer. ir. Zerr, there hes been some testimony
nere about & notize beins sent out. 30 there could be no
confusion sbout it, I asked jou this morning here if you

would get one of those notices, Heve jyou got one?

sir (nendirg paper to .r. Reker).

kir. Reler. This Is & cory of the notice thet was

referred to by rourself in our me testizony?

sir.

to by the witness who Jjust 1eft the witness stand?
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¥r, Zerr., lir. Towers, yes, sir.

#r. exer. If trere 1s no objection, I would like to

offer this in evidence by putting it in the record. It is

deted 323t St. Louis, Ill., sy 23, 1917.
¥r. Joster. Are 7you going to resd it? If you are
goinzg to read i% for the record---

Xr. Reker. vell, I can. . v

e &t ey ot bt

ir. Foster. The only thing is, I thoughtif he Qaid
o thet was tte notice, e=d you vent to reed 1t, it cen just go
‘ ! into the recori.
MiTrs ExXer, Yes, Just let it zo in. . .

(Tre yepec referred to fo1llows: , ;
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o EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL., May 23/1917.

To the Delegates
to the Central Trades
and Labor Union:

Greeting: -

The immigration of the Southern Negro into our
city for the past eight months has reached the point
where drastic action must be taken if we intend to work
and live peaceably in this community.

Since this influx of undesirable negroes has
started no less than ten thousand have come into this
locality.

These men are being used to the detriment of our
white citizens by some of the capitalists and a few of
the real estate owners.

" On next Monday evening the entire body of dele-
gates to the Central Trades and Labor Unions will call
upon the Mayor and City Council and demand that they
take some action to retard this growing menace and alseo
devise a way to get rid of a certain portion of those who
are already here.

This is not a protest against the negro who has
been a long resident of East St. Louis, and is a law-
abiding citizen.

We earnestly request that you be in attendance
on next Monday evening at 8:00 o'clock, at 137 Collins-
ville Avenue, where we will meet and then go to the City
Hall.

This is more important than any local meeting, so
be sure you are there.
Fraternally,

CENTRAL TRADES & LABOR UNION,
EDW. F. MASON, Sec'y.

=19

_—anh #abor Anion

« Moots Second sad Fourth Tuosdays
sllinsville Avenne
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¥r. Reker. Xow the statement that you geve to one
‘ of the comzittee, Ir. Cooper, vhen you sterted inm omn yowr
| examiration, was thet the orgsnizations Argferred to were
f , - for the purrose of business? A

~ “r. Towers. 4 tusiness yproposition, insofar a;
taking the rezro into the orgenization £xd bringing up nis
sténaara.

ir. Rsker. Tow there isn't cny statement in the

R S

b7-1lsas, rules or reguletions or the cornstituticn of this

orgenizetion, the mein orgunization or mny of its ovranchnes,

i that refers to the negro st ell, Is there?
ure Toners. Yes, it seys thuet the orzenized lsbor
rmovenmt shell not--- or owr wovement--- shell nét discriéiztate
egeirnst race, crced, or r tionslity.
r. Rexer. Then it 3oes n¢t cefer by neme to tre
rezro?
ir. Towers. 10
ire. Rcker. There is no distinction rale in eny wgr,
sheye or form?
ir. Towers. Absclutely none.
wre Reker. Aand it is orgenlized for £ much brosder field
’ than Jast siaply business?
p . ire Towerse. The orgsnized lsbor movement--- I cueli-

1ed thet Lefore--- ic orgenized, »nd it is tne only irstitm-
tion Chsan csn levelor the yprccess of the TTstion insufar :3

lebor is concermed in $nis -ze of commercislism, <hen
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norles =re eaployed by ore msr.

1a00r 212

.. .o, S
me R3iT3ITe P&

anl aller 21013 thon lust ~InTir eomzer

.,
re

..

u’

that thet

wvent Yo rnow state---

Ire

ther,

each other

jrogl®
blsck nent
.

Ll

to jour en

ki . thet it wes om not only orgsnized Tor ~het ycu

tionsg that

3ives them more liveriy iz 1 ‘eA 1% ;_rrea trex d«,#nl&m?

of developins dbelter citi

Touers. Abso

was the purpose for =hi

TOoTErS, Yes, sir.

. . . " twclf

Acner, NSt fre.ter:ﬁ:—.;ls;wa; *he @erd thet you cell

trothers?

Towers., Brothers,yes, sir. I syrply tost to a
er of ny orgarization.

dsker. well then, zoirg bedk ezain, referrirg

swer 1o ire Cooper ezelin, yoa 2i8n

nis lest

- o g
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It crortens the hoicy of /
L J

il Sbeagfur g <wry

Py -

zenship In ouxr :tion o A 2ation.
vh2a %232 2 212h droader

e
iz orzerize

? w2 o
Cleiism?

’-l

utely.
eker, And if you intenl %o cscrvey to r. Coorper

h iV wes orgerizel, you

Towers "Interposirgl. I went %o (uslify it fur- :
lexer. It io orzenized for frefernziism?
Towers. For [reternslisa.

R .xer. Asong the menters?

't give it to

have told

-

question, for tusiress, tut for

woull uplift men cirrected #2th the orgerizastion,

orzonized for freterrnzl reletions existing betwen

Towers. Tes, sir; it neturelly 2evelcrel fraternal
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> ! releticns.
’ is RoZer. 4nd tc the extent thek Fou cell each other
- troteer?
> H
i .
2 s ir. Towers. Yes, sir.
o iir. Reker. And you try to recogrize the every wen-

Zr.

[EN RSN

cuets?

H Lre.

23
)
h
7}
Al

}-':r.

> iife

ber thrt Yelcngs to

JoverSe.

e Rker.

Jou zre interestel

Tcwers.
Qeker.
Towers.
Reker,
Tovwers.
RaXec,
70%ers.
- «

Jexzer.

Torwers.

r. zker,

Zomers.

te Iis &

R A 3 o8

Joierse.

strerzth fnd humenity?

Yes, sir.
Ir trying to meie the Zovernment in which
better?
Yes, 3ir.
All governments, city, county rnd national?
Yes, sir.
ilow, you freternize wher Fou meét?
Yes, sir.
Zou heve vencuets?

Sorze orgenlzations heve Vbencuets; others

net they cen afford it.

“hen they cen afford it, they r£ve ban-

Yeg, sir.

And =t such tires no cne can rttend unless

nezuer of 4r~ orgenization?

w0, sir; ne ir not sdnitted to the meeting
rmember.
Tke doors rre closed?

The doors are closed, & Aoorkecper is

rﬁ Placed there enl & xenber without & paid-up cerd in the pest

thet orzerizetion is s brother In community




v g work can't erter.

ir. Rekers So then yourstatement is thet you thus

believe in agsocieting with the colored people in ell the

functions provided for by yowr statement, the busiress rela-

tions, the frsternizing, the =zocirl relstions, the urbuild-

»

ing of the commurity in wihieh you live, snd meiing conditions

better generally?
L

s

kr. Tovwers. Yes, sir; In other words lef me state
it briefly, the orzenized lebor movement, orgenized--- . ﬁ
Xr. Reker (Inferrosing). Don't rereat thst azein.
I #ill give rou nlenty of time to repeat it.
4 krs. Cooper. Wait a coment, .. Cheirmen, I ba think

that the witness, in view of thet cuestion being put in that

way, cught to be sllowed to snzvwer it. The "scciel relations
a8 incorporeted in the cguestion mizht mean ore thing to one

nen end enotrer thing to :nother nun, end the vwiltness started

(R

to give his snsuver, end I think this enswer in feirress to

hin ouzht to ve zilowed.
" Kr. Rezer. All rignt.

kr. Towers. I wes going to stste, lr. Reker, that

the orgzenized lebor movement is orgenized to upbuild the.
worxing class =8 2 clsss, bebtter the vworking conditions,

N sherten the rours of time, secure nore weges, which 13 rore

!
4

life, so thez cr

<,

o«

> gchool their children longer- -- thet epplies q

to b.th ~hite

w
3
=7

black--- zive then better orportunities in
this ldetion thern their fathers hed, so th-t they will Cevelop
into vetter citizens mord 17, mentally ernd in the best in-

", verests*of humsnity. Aré@ in the orgsnizetion nost of then
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meke efforts to visit their members when sick, zssist them !
. whenever possible in securing employment, &nd 2o everything
; . » : :
‘ that is possible to mske their 1life & little more worth :
living. i - ) - : - - %
Nr. Rsker. D0 see tret we n=ve better school cdomdi- ‘
tiona? .
i - ) . i
; Mr. Towers. DBebtter school conditions exnd grester :
i N .
~£ oprortunities.
. )
} ire. Rsker, For tre children?
' % 835 ilr. Towers. for the children, going longer to school.
| ir. eker. Q0 gsee turt trhey heve better housing cor-
£ .
E ditions?
; .
£ lir. Towers. Better sinissry conditions.
: Mr. Reker. And better nousing conditions?
i lire Towers. Better rouesinz conditions; yes, sir.
lr. Rexer. £nd to see thet they lisve good sbreets?
iire Towers. Yes, sir.
Kr. Rsker. 70 see thet the conditiors et the plents
ere soAtne‘men cen get the best out of life?
iir. Towers. Absclutelz. Thet 1s our #llu tnd we ere
continuelly at it. As I seid, the nen well develored snd
' unierstending the lrbor rcovement mekes it a religion. Ee
: will die 2or it.
nre Reker. well then, there is no distinction s to
-

color in the organizations?
Lr. Zowers. Lot in .ur orgenizations. Icen't sjegk

for all orgenizations. Jrere gre muny orgarnizations, erd

there mry Le some thet neke the distinction.
v - -
7€ have Regro
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: . ; members. I pointed cut thet I e£lso know thet the lliners
>: . : have negro members. I also know in Zest 3t. Louls here
% N , that the Teamsters hcve some 75 or 80 members right in this
:= . : locality where this race feeling hss nsserted itself so
= © o emphatically. Aﬁd meny other organizations, I believe,
"5 S i . have nerrces within their membershipe A
N . ) . .
w;g : é . iire Raker.b 7ell, the members asave gatgerings out-
S ! side of the lodge rooms do they not? : ’
= - | Nr. ~owers. Some of the orgenizétions: ﬁes, sir.
{E ir. Reker. Of the femilies? |
E . k¥re. Towers. Yes, sir.
| : % ur. Reker. It is cuite tn eZfor’ to heve the femilies &5
! ; :
. ’ f neet &n? zet scoucinted, snd heve the chiliren come together,
o 4
) R > 3 % of the members of the Association?
s g lir. Towvers. They have Labor Jey celsirations.
ur. ReXer. Qutside of thet?
‘o ire. lJowers. ‘They heve picries Ly =ociel orgsnizations,
) *: inviting other orgenizastions to jrerticipste. oceasionelly
? . o some locel union will give & bencuet for its own mezbers ex-
f clusively. They nry invite ¢ sreakef froi zorme other or;
: genization.
] iire Reker. Do they ever invite the lzdies?
kr. Towvers. Sometimes it Iz given to th fanilies and
their wives,

iire. Reker. Thet is ione <uite Lfreqguently, isn't it?
i lr. Towers. Yes, sir.
ir. Rrker. So thet brings the memberss of $he orgeniza-

tion, their wives ond their frnilies together ¢35 one great

WIS T e
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r fomily?

Kr., Towers. Yes, sir.

ir. Reker. And that 1s one of the rurroses?

¥r. Towers. Cne of their functions.,

‘#r. Reker. One of the humsne functions. I em in' i

earnest sbout thst, beceuse I so thorouzhly believe 1it.

lothiry ern 20 more food then Yo telie the men swey from his

dzily tcil1 for ¢ 1little while, thet he might tfke his wife

end enildren end meet his neighdbor or fel los-worker end his

1 wife :x2 children, ~nd hrve & £o0 sceirsl meeting rrd grthering.
ir. Touers. Yes, sir.

ir. Raker.  Thet pronmotes better coriitions; it pro-

rotes zzo0d feeling.

e J0wers. Yes, sir.

ire. luker. It promotes better lews?

O

3 B iir. Tovwers. Yes, sir; it rromctes ¢ better urder-

i w“re Rukxer. HZow long hove you vewe reglly acgueinted
; in axdé e—’c;.:ﬁASt. Louis?
i : ir. Zowers. I heve been down here every two weeks

for the 1sst five yeears. I heve been in erd througn here
end n&ve .or¥ed here for nen years, evér since 1 ies born, &ll

ny 1ife.

I

- lEXxer. Tell, 1t ey ve feirly ststed then thet

. Jou zre weil reourinted with Zusgt St. Louils, not .nly the
large ri-rts, cnd rbout the ylents, bdut tre ssreets andlbus-
inesses =ndé the generel work thet 1s bein: 2one nerev

ir. Zcuers. I only "now of the institutions tr:t ere
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) L ) > i here. A grest msny of t'hem I couldn't ce 1l nyself well ec-
!
f 836 cuainted with in Zest St. Louis. I have been through, back
. ’ ; end forth here, for 35 yeers. .
i Lir. Rsxer. You have %raded in this town?
: i ir. Towers. Very iittle.
s
D e ' ¥r. Reker. You heve teer irto the stores?
) ° Kr. 2owers. - Very little. I trade mostly ir &y owe
co , town, Zellville. I lived in St. Louis for & number of jeers
X ! eré treded ovir there. T don't Xnow thet I heve el aay
k fi Yusiness deslirgs in Zast %t. louis.
; ur. sxer. iteve ou ever been Iin the scloons neret
? ’ \ ‘ " - ir. Zowers. I have ‘oeén in ¢ zalosn oczessionslly in
‘ | ; Zagt St. Louis--- few of then.
: lr. 2aver. Tow heve Leen %5 the Jity Eel1?
kr. Jowers. Tes, sir; I nave been gt the ity Eall.
. lir. Reier. You ere segqueinted with thz Justices of
:
the peace durirn. %tne lest zike zontha?
’ ° Mr. Zowers. Zo, sir; not accusinted with eny locel
Justice here.‘ I z1 zequrinted with She leyor ecd the chief .
‘ of rolice.
Ilir. Recier. are you sequeinted with &ny of t;Ae police-
en?
re. Towers. 4o, I £ not cecurinted .Iith # sinzle
rolice offjcer i the present or yast force.
- ir. ReZer. Are rou sequeinted with eny of the beniers
of Zest St. Louis? . i
Mre. Tcuera. I ¢ egccurinted with one.
‘? idr. R-zer. Just One?
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Kr. Towers.

kr. Reker.

oi tre retsil cerchents, the drygoods nmerchents?

wir. Jovers.
Er. Reker.
dr. ‘l‘c:'.’ers.
iir. Rexer.
July 3rd &3 %o the
ir., Towers.
wre REXere.
do you kroum?
wre F0OxErs.
Louis.
kr. l&gker.

of the zrocers?

ET'e TCTEr3.

wTe ALTELo
in Zasi St. Louis?

ir. Tovers.

tee street cer officiels.
rezenber ir. tulsen of yeszrs zgo, o7 the ilrlleeble Iron Torrs.

I =z not zecueinted with zry otrer %esds £ industries here.

ir. lczer.

ir Zsst 32t. Loais,

cutnts, chie rmerchinis--- 0 .u Tnos rny of then?

7ith one, lr. silleEpie.

ire you personsll; escgurirted with eny
4 fed. )

Eoz nany?

Iz a:g_un:.nted wita one.

Bzve rou talked to rnj of tren ;riof to

ccrditions exlating irn Zs8t 3t. Louis?
How meny of the cerchrats, the grocery zen,
I ¢on't Imos th: zrocery ren in Zest St.

L]
rior To July 3#d rou telxedi to rox

*3
o
@

o1
[

[
®

0 nore cof <re

[
'
&
o
om
o
)
o]
e
o
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Ir Zect, I bheve £ 3x¢11 gecurintarce

Teet would include rov €1l of the busiresses

I e zegucirted with sore o

Teg, sir.

I e secusinted,--- thet is, I

I en row telxinz cbout the men 2n Tusiress

rerenrrts, tre 1little cerctents, tig zer-

I *no= tne shoe merchnint.




ir. Raker. o others? Do gou know tny of the bar-

?l
!

1Lr. Tozers. 1 Xnow sne or two e rbers.

ir. Reker. Tell, 312 you heve ¥y conversation with

Tzzz= perbers rrior o Juiy Srd?

ir. 2osers. Jo, 8ir. .

ir. Reker. Cr the hotel men or the clerks in the hotels?

ir. Towers. %o, sir; I naven't terlked with the hotel | -

e in znd out of the Illmo Hotel during the %time of

iz=s Zevelopment of the feeling of the riot, but I never telied

- o Kre. Reczer. Tell, d:ii you telk to eny of the Jewelers

+ or Teiczns¥ers oc choemgkers or chee :slore men, vetween Jenuary
) | ]
: ~=t, 2217, &l sne 3rd of July?
Y ¥r. Towers. I dorn't remember, 50 Iy Imosledze, of
ZEIos t0--- er.;a;zr; in personrl cornversetvicn with -ny of
’ 4 Tz+ Tasiress uzen in 3rst Ste Louls for the last sixz months.
iir, Jezers Tell, you crll the “business men” now all
‘ §z=z= tn:t I heve nemed en? their clerks too? .
] ~r. Tcwers. Yes, erd thei%cle_r‘.'-:s. )
> i . =r. Rsl:_er. Then, %o zr}:e‘ﬂ'-:he ‘st{.‘tex:er.t stort, fron
‘ c:z=:zr-y las, 1917, untily efter, sey, the Zrd of July o th;;
N S=2zc, Fou nrve yrmebical™y talked %o dbut $wo or't‘:zree of t‘hé
22222z 37 Zest 3%. Louis? .
B ! ir. Jovers. Oh, no; I woulin't s&y thet. I heve
Zx2==I with the lsbor boys do.m here.
ize lzZer. I o tdldxivcg rhout these ren thet 1 c:-lIeJ,
Tz :vientiorn to. 3
A}
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kr. Towers. These business people I don't remember
of engeging in conversation with sny of the tusiress men in
the lest six months.

iir. Raker. well, you inclule in the Lusiness people

3

the clerks?

ir. Towers. The merchrnts snd prsp:itorg of stores
vf eny ¥ind.
‘ ir. Reker. ind their clerks?

kr. Towers. The cler¥s, I cell them lsboring people.

iir. Rcker. 7ell, I.rsked you If Jou telted dth eny
of the clerks of these Lusiness men here ir Zest 3t. Louis.

wr. Zowers. I don't remenmber, ir. leXer. I don't
think T heve.

wr. Reler. Juring the tine I heve nened?

ilr. Towers. I don't thirk so. I don't think I heve.
I nry heve, I don't jJust reuember,

WTo ABLET I izald 1ike %5 h:ve rou think rbout it.
Think tze thing over xo. rnd refresh your miznd,.

-

iire. Towers. Tnere 1s & couple of clerxs ths¢ sttend
the nmeetinzgs of the centrel body. I‘don't ¥rox thet I heve
engtsed in rersonel éonversation with them.

ir. Raker. But if.yau 312 ¢rlk to then, you don't
rexenter?

wre JoOuers. I don't remeuber; ro. If I have, end
the oceesion 1s colled %o ry aind, voesidly I mey remeuber it
r. Rever. lirve yon 1r1ked to rny of “re .siters,
eitrer mer or vouen, Mirins the serme tine, rbout ‘e condi-

tions In Z:et 3t. Louis?

wre. Touers. o, I lun' b think so.




lir. Reker. deve youkelked with +ny of the szicon men,

the proprietors of the saloon, or the birtenders, or their

Vgu

essistents, in rezrr? Yo therne conditions in Zest St. Louis

between Jemuery 1let, 1917, end tze 3rd dsy of July, 19177

lir. Qowvers. I don't renember thet I heve, £ny of the

reonrle jou nention.

: lir. Reker. Tell, could ou rey thet thore rre eny of 4 :
those men rertieaisrly row thrt rou ﬁrlked with ¢t rry time .
during the tize I keve nrmed?

idr. Towers. I cen't remeadber thet I have, Lir. 3cker.

If ny ettention wcul? be clled to rny specifie ezses, I

.
¢

oight remember them.

©

e e A e 2o e e

wr. Rszer. 507 I have tried to nime~-- ené I ncve in-

cluded in ny ruesiior§, tlthouzh not specificslly,--- svery

~

business in drst 3t. Louis ocutside cf the wrnufrdturirz plents,

the hotels, the s5¢Zidon, the unillinery stores, the Jewelery

store, end in feet I neve tried %o, by genersl nene, czll
goar +ttention to 11 of thew--- :¢130 th: provision cisores,
the butcher shoys--- ¢xd I teke it now thrt you heve trlzed

with none of these :z=x or women ¢r thelr aszistrnts ixn re-
gerd to the

con”itions in Zest 3t. Louls from Jerurry 1:%t %o

July °Zrd, 13172

- ir. Towers. Zo, I heven't. I heve #n *cracinisrce---

W
“u

ny ecr:intrnce (1%h trowe yeorle rou W ve mentioneld iz very

1imited In Zret Ste. Lonise.

~I's Raxer. Towr seqwintence 1s 1indted. Zem Iint'g
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know? trhem :rd h:ven't tel ked with them?
s , wre. Towers. I dorn't Ymow them +nl hrven't telked
i ) =
, : . with them,
. : ur. Rrker. Yow ~rhet .~es the conidition of mind ané i
’ the feeling o2 rmerchents in 3Zast St. ILouis relative to the i
; ]
corditions in Zast 3t. Louis from Jenusry the 1st of this ’
2
yeer to July the 3rd?
k]
wrs Towerse. 2het would Ve rerd for me to enswer, ir.
Reker.
= 3
| kr. Reker, well, can't you encwer it right off the
! reel now? :
. £ .
b ir. Towers. 0, I can only surmise it.
? | Hr. Rsker. You 5413 you don't know. I went to e
. Just as feir and zive you #n opryortunity now to square this
ttirz cight up. You don't ¥know thew; you nrven't met then;
4 sou heven't Teiked ith then; you heven't heurd--- -did you
' Lear ‘nyuody elsze s&y whet they seid?
wle TOWELS. O, 1 heve resrd--- I couldn't come to
— ~ - I RS
3:30 3Ve. Louls witroutd hearirz the necro ruestion M scussed
8§38 on tre street cecrs.
N E ir. Raker. On tre tzck of *he street cesrs?
; .
: Mre Towers. Un the veceh of the street crrs?
iLr. Reker. Lmong these zeorle?
’ ir. Tovers. well, I diir't zet rmong those people.
1
' wr. Reker. Low listen, let's get it plein so I may

mzke & generel cuestion. Tca heven't tel¥ed with these

Yecyie, ;ou don't ¥now them?

Kr. Towers. I wouldr't ¢y I heve not. I said I Gon't
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renerber of having>telked to them, I‘may heve engesged in
corversation with one oceesionslly. I strize up converses-
tiors sometimes on tre street crrg, the backx of & car---
it wight be & merchuant,--- eil-drecsed feople océasionally.
I don't ¥mox hether they were nerchnents or clerks.

lir. Reker. well noa, froa your Jnowledge you haven't

telred to them?

kirs Towers. w0, sir.

. o R i Wre Reker. Then fou Zon't know the attitude or the
feeling. 0of the merchents reletive to the conditliorns existirg

in Dzet 3t. Louis vetween the detes I neve named, nenmely

| : T Jenuary 1lct of this yesr e#nd July the 3rdf

i lir. Touers. 170; I cen surimise their feeling.

? ! lr. Reker. JSh, well nou---

= I Kr. Touers (Interposirgi. I don't know,vxr. Chrirman.

v

trhe wgy to do it. liow

(3

)t
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birs Reker. ell,

thet would erply the seme o the choe mee, the choe shops,

/2]
H

o far ss you Imov individually?

hre. Touners. So fer es I know.
lire Rexer, So far 1t would ep1l; to &1 the others

i ' 3 '
thet 1 heve Cesigneted, so fer as cu ¥no., of the telk end

[y

! of the foslire of the jeorle o7 Sust St. Louis reletive to
fhe contitions here betreen the tine I heve newed?

iir. Tcuiers. Yes, sir,
: .. ilre Reker. The v woull be very resrly nrlf of 11 of
the yopulaticn of 3sst 3%t. Louis, weuldn't 162

wre Towers. I don't thirk so. I don't think thet

the clerks rnd tkze business uer trrt rou heve mentioned---
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hafe referred t0--- wou.ld be ;)fe} twenty per cent of the pop- o
uletion of Zest St. Louis. R :
kr. Reker. 4All l;ight. I ‘v& ;J.l tele enother steps ,
thelr femilies included, of which you aidn't telk tof |
lir. Towers. 1LC. S el
iir. Reker. Or eny of the mewbers of their familles?
lir. Towers. Hb. -
kir. Reker. low t&i{é thesé nen, &11 of them, nd the ’
worz;en in business of &il c‘néracters I h&§e rziied, end their
fz—zzn)ilies nd relstives wilch I haeve nsmel, vhom you heve nd :
. talked to, would be rretty nearly helf of the rorulation, . ' i»‘
wouldn't it? ‘
lire Toxers. Lo, not in ey judgment, not over 20 yper
cent of the populetion. Thet would be nmy julgment, pezr-
taining to this locality.
lir. Reker. "ell, were there &ny frrests during the
last yesr andx{zalf of white ien for hold-ups?
iir. Towers. “ithin the lest yesr end a helf for hold-
ups?‘ I Jon't know, ilr. Reker.
wr. Reker. dow meny men withinlthe last yesr ¢nd a
haif. wnite men, in Best St. Louis, hav.e been chsrged with
ecrime? | | ‘
iire TOWErs. well, thst would® be nrrd for me to tell.
J I don't know.

kr. Rker. 0id you ever hear?
lir. Towers. The only reference of crime thet 1 would

heve in umind i whet I see in the evening prrers, shen I pick

w uy the prrer in t'nclevening.
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lr. Reker, ' D14 you ever hear or read it¢
Mr. Towers. Yes.
Mr. Reker. gbcut fhe crimes being committed by white
men in Eaét 3t. Louis?
iir. Towers. Gt, yes; thefe was & terrible crime con-
2aitted by I don't krow waon, bubt presumsbly by some kind of a
white foreigner--- or &% least & white foreigner was iried
for it. 1 think thct Trings 1t to 1y mind. I don't Just
remenber--- it wes sbozt tuo a three years 2g0. A little
foreigner boy wes bezz2eied. Gis hesd was found in one yert
of the town &nd %ae %:3y wes found in enother purt; somewhere
- in Best St. Louis. -
lir. Reker. L write mrn wes surrosed to hrve done that?
59 Lir. Towers, A whi%e man veas tried for it. It was sur-

posed to hive been coxzitted in cne of the loﬁest dives in
Zest 3%. Louis.

iires ReXer. Tei:, outside of this horicide were ihere
other homicijes--- wss Lz while men fecnitted?

wre. Tovers. Zre shite men vwas sccuitted.

Wre R&xer, Tere *here g otrer churzes >f homicide
by white cen within ths Zzst yesr :nd & helf, from Septeumber,
1216, until up to July Crd?

kre Tovers. Zcxicides? I duon't recell. I cen't re-
call.

Wre REXETL, Z:2 ou pear of sny homicides veing com-

nitted by vnite mer "uring thrt jeriod?

wre Towers. 1 Ion't receil of sny ceses. This here

one cose thst I renticre3 is the one thrt has stood oub so
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prominent, vecause of the terror snd the horror of the crime.
Xr. Raker. Bow,'did yoa khear tny complsint ebout
thugs, wnite thugs--- I rm releting Yo white men exclusively
now--- investing Zest St. Louis?
Eir. Jowers. ‘Zhy, lre Greirmen, I believe thet thet
is generelly kmom. I live 2% the county-seat of this county
sné very often I have seen oZficers from Zest 3%. Louis bring
up on the street cecrs voth dmite exd colored, handecuffed to-
gefher, a8 high £s seven or eizntv at one tiie on & streetl
cers Low wnet their cries were I o't Znow. I fresume
hold-up men or something more sericus then common drirkenness.
Bro REHEr. vell,nsve ;ou heerd it discussed =nd re-

reeted *hat thugs, white thu were orereting in Eest 3%,

o
-

Louis, uring the pericd I heve rzred?

Kre Towers. I neve hezarl it steted thet it is not
sefe to Le on the stree
for ¢ mim to be on the streets 52 Zestv SS. Louis riter dari:
end I nrve vicited Zast 3%. Louis ¢l I nove never steyed leter
than 6 o'clock n Zest 3%s nouis when I ned my wife wita ne,

for the lrst five yesrs. Tnu’ X8 the zener:dl rerputation

L. Rulzer. Trhet is Ly virbtue of the white thidzs in-
7estin: Zest 3t. Louis?
| ire Towerse. 27 the gerersl cheracter of +het zoes on
efter lork In Zest 3t. Lcuis.
wle REXEr. wow & tricl %o wi¥e wy cuestion--- I hewe

z3zed it $vo or three tiues. I den't usrnt to  sccused of

.

~

ereeting, wut I hover't oot “he rnsser.
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L Kr. Zouers. Let nme try end enswer it.
. ir. Rezer. Did you understerd me?’ : :
. r. '.Ccreze.'-s..~ You esred me if 4Tet 1s because ofAt'nugs
= - - 1
. e in Zest 3t. Louis? ‘ ‘;
°: Ir. Xcker. o, thet isn't ‘fhe ;7ﬁ1cse ¢f ry cuestion.
T I jut in snd empmssized "white" thugs.
: xr. Toweré. It was bveceuse of trhe--- I can't sgy--- 1
o
R can't wzrouer the ruestion the wgy you rut it. it wes beczuse
, s
2 ’ 1‘ 0L tre gerercl loulessness thet went on aliler lerx in Zest
;o 3t. Zouis, Ty the crizinel element, both vhite snd black.
’ " . Wre Rezer. All right, I will zet bscx rnos again.
. 244 you neer itV discussed that there were neny vhite
’ thugs Ir Zest St. Louis during the tiue I have naced?
T ¥r. Towers. I nave heard th:t stzted nurdreds of tiues.
Lre Rexer, That there were wnite ezzmen in Zast St.
'N Zouis:
iTe Tsuers. Yes, sir.

3Xe RUET, Thet these white lcoelers irvested theése

kcre Towers. 1 hecrd it so oftear. tret I 1.cu1c':4visit--—

woeuldr 't extér e sricore ir this tewr.

ir. Rcxer. Thet it wes dazervus s 7 1#1 1o visit

¢ the tewn, by virtue of thes whilte thugs,

;
o

£4¢ vegirer cré Icefers o’ invesled trese selounse Is tret
rigrty

ule TIuWELEe Yes, €2 I Leve r-exd thet.

ire Razere. Tret vwes gererelly Xnown end wderstoocd
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by the citizens of Zest St. Louls, thet ren woulf zot permit

théir femilies to go on the streets at nizht o *r the evening?

ir. Towers. Yes, sir.

-

iir. Reker. we8 eny compleint nzle vy virtz=e of drunke
erxness in Zezst St. Louis by wnite men.-- trst 12, “rurkeness

of tre wkhite men?
kre Towers. I don't know thet corsirinits Zive Leen

47

rede tc the suthorities, but it veoul:® e netli .o “¢ ree vorron

fe L2XET. Thav wes discissed T 23 sxwit: o subjectd
of tuougkt zmong you peorle?

Kre TOTETS. “ell, I presuume thrt tk-% trhozzat wes anong

everyone in erd sround this community. Zest 3%f. Zouis, it

is zed %o s&y, bes suffered from thet element. I Eon't xrow

the csuse oi it. I feel thrt the mub thugrsesy o It. Louis
rezes this tzeir nidicg ylsce gt times. Jney Tuz sver here

city. 1
cen .felete en insterce thart ou wry E'>e irtere-ted ir with

resrect o thugszerye. Jrere is en o0ld citizer ¢f tZis county,
& ren eiznty yewrs 0ld, & retired corl oera2tor, *=-% %Lzs been

kelg up e robted on £ street crr twice wi“hir “iL= Ilcst Jeer,

I would sey--- or less. dis neme is lull, ¢ citiz:zz of oup
LOWL. Be wes relleved of nis jurse here scis moritzs oo,
end only ¢ fon weexs &g he wes Jostled on the ted zai of
the &zr ol -ir rovued, :nl he csught the vitlter Ix the epet,
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down end certured zim in some store, 1 belleve, wkere he took

refuge. Taree of %hex performed the hold-up on him, e rieck-

jocket gene. Tres is tuice thet old citizen suffered within

& year, I think wiil ve the time. He is & citizen of . i

Foneny gl

our towm, wd@e—5a Zest St. Louis on the street cers.

>

kir. Rcker. Yow, in addition to whet 1 hezve cel led.
your sttention to, hed it been discussed with the peorle of
sour aciusintence thct corruption ewzisted in the politicel

atizosrtere in Zzsi Zt. Louis smcng the white nmen? I went
- & . -

to drive =11 ny cusstions now to wnites, so there ceon be ’ f

no c¢uestion of color.

fo7]

o

ur. Towers. on, I heve Leerd it exyressed for yezrs

that Zcst St. Louls h=s been ¢ bed of polibicel corruptior.

k ir. Rexer. This relztéed to white men, the buying
3 and selling of votss, using the drurxs to vote?
5 ir. Jowersa using--- well, I don't wend to sgy thet,.

lire Rexer.  Tould they get theuw Irunk?
wur. Touers. ies.

Mre. Rezer. And pey them for their votes?

. 2oaers. Yes, sir.

lir. Reler. Azd oring them irn here, these thugs;

et them to rezister ond get thew to vote?
kre. Towers. Yes, sir.

- lr. Relters uow was there any discussion swmong your

zeyneintsnce in se ord to Vhe (westion of yowr Jjustice courtis

ir =211 i%s pheses--- thit is, the veriocas courts bLeing

[y

~

cient?
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Mr. Towers. I believe thet thet was so generelly un-
> .
deratood thet most enyone would grin when you would nmention
Ca el
a Jjustice court. A An Iinstence thrt msy ussiStyou on that.
3 .
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.Bellville brought him dosn t0 sez me, T asked him

About three years ago, I think 1t wmas, thz=re was a

e e sr———

foraigner - T Judge hir to be a man &bout thirty

five years of age - came t0 see me, a citizen of .

what he ranted./ ke wanted to cet to Mwws St. Louls
ard he didn't »ant to buk any money. He santed me
tc take nim to some members of Lls organizatlon,

Hé sproke Yroken, He -aid he %3s a ¥asocn or an 0dd
veilow, I forget shich, 7 -asn't sc #=11 acjuainted
zith many of that order, btut T immedi=tely trled to
locate sore, Finally T found a r2ie tuyer sho w=zs

a Yascn, or an 0dd vellow - »e wiil calil 1t Odd Fsllow
to shrrt-n the story. I took Lipm up to this men ard
e r:ferred me 40 Xxxazgzxxex a clgar zanuf-cturer and
hzd me %ake him over to him, ¥ dfén't 1fsten to
tkelr conversation, tut a’ter he left the cigar siore

he skored me a hal® a dcllar or a dellar, I forget wrnich,

#zich the msn had given him, that ke kad torrowed on
te strength of Lis mapbership and 725 gcling to return
it. He .anted ¢ go rignt to Begs St, Lcsls on the
cars witkout stiopplng. Ths o..tef of rolice had ordesred
2%z to 1save vellviile. He w»as releazed from a thirty
fay sentence In he workhouse, pe crlz=d »ken he told
me the c!rcumstences, He cald th-t trirvy days prier
to th=t t're hezfg%t St, Louls, Ze sor¥ed three or
four :z2eks steady every day and Ffuniay, and had core
over o Rast St., Lo.is 10 sze the sigkis and for a
ilttle _igh i1fe, as he put 1t, E2 had §45¢ in Lis

ciothes. He visited ths saloons, & s attra=ted by
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the woren fn the rear; =nd visited the rear, was rotbed

of his $45., Lis k=t a2nd coat and went into the saloen

keeper and rade 2 hollar about teing rotbed; was locked ,

up and sent to Fellville and glven thirty days, and he

didn't =1t tc siop in Best S¢. Louls. " He #~s afraid

to stop cor his way tack. pe seemed t~ wme to Te a very
thrifty fellow. At first T thought possib‘l, he was
ar imposter, but when hs went about getting this ' !
plece of chmnge so Lcucrebly, I was irci’nad to te- ,
lieve Lis story; and T have heard In a general way
many Jjus: such stories,

¥r, Rakers Tz1ll, then 1t #z2s dlscussed that
thece officizls aere not straightt?

vr, Tosers: T Lave heard th=t staterent
pefore, ves,

¥r, Raker: That they grafted?

¥r, ’:o:.-ers: ves, sir,

¥r, Rakats Tzat they gave the thug an aivantage;
if a thug or a tough or a yeggman came out and made good
a'th scme o2 kls £ri:=nds, 1t w~s winked at and he =rs
given tke 2dvaniage of 1t?

¥r, Towers; So much so, I bellieks, th=t nearly
sveryone undersicol and accepted that fonditicn and that
a decent cliizen fel:t th=t he wight as well st2y In the
tack vard r 3-3% St. Louls, Trat is the gsneral im-
prass’or. that kas been left of Rast St, Louls.

¥r, Rakaers That wouid make a man who was trring
to protect himseif and farily and earn a living for them

feel =5 shought 4% w-s a prouty slosa call whethar he
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cculd keep out of ixeir clutches, if he salked down
the strea=t or th-e riace sh-re the satel‘lites of theze
various offisers m2zkt have been? '

Mr. Towerss Tes, sir,

¥r, Raker: o= azb-ut the constables, if ;}nu have
them here, have recux 2ry, or are they all marshels?

¥r, Towers: I dsn'tknow s0 much about that.
I em not a citizen te-e, y-u ¥now, and Ihere are a lot
of thin s here th=% I d;'n't know a‘bc_ut;

vr, Raker: PEut 7~u have b'een.goﬂ.ng througﬁ hers
so rany years, o 1- regard to ‘the police ot‘fice:"s,
how ware they 1031&{(‘. apenl

¥r, Towers: ¥:11, T kh=ve heard tke wshole
Jepartment accused -2 telrg a bunch of graftess,

¥r, Raker: 7zii, #as 1t so pronounced that it
was generslly dl-cussed axong your acjualrtances that
they sare a wholie Euxz:k of grafters?

¥r. Torers: J teifeve 1t was so fully di:cus-ed
that 2vary one r=tksr =27epted that to be the condition
that prevalled In E=zst S‘;; Louls,

ﬁr. Ralers T23a t¥4s5 refgn of lasle:sness and ’c.errof‘
have any eff-—..:t; upoz e reorle of thls comrurlty, tl;oge .
that you are acjualztad itk ros’ in your acjuairtance
and relatives?

¥r., Tovers, T 3on't ¥now Just the effect 1t kad
or. the 1~~adinte paspla i~ thls cormunlty, T ¥rnos that
cut 'n tke ccunty =i swrrsunding territory there are
many people tha® wo=I2r's stay nzar hers any longer after

dar¥ than they were so=yelled tc. T ¥now th~t I have




™ AR — e T T g e ki T

e
. . . . 3 N . W IR
et ™ 2 o e . FTAr T P S S g B s i i e o e 2 e PR v ¥

_.....
:

|

i

2:594

visited Bast St, Louls frienis and relatives in B-st St.
Louls and naver would stay later than eight o'clock
in the evening, when T had zy f£:zily with me.

Ur, Rake:: Yow you Lad a riot here on the 28th

of May, or the 23th of Vay?

Mr, Towers: yés; sir.

¥r, Ra¥e:: You had s riot agzir on the 2nd of
Juiv. You kave %014 us now =t-ut the cordidons pre
v=lling exclusively, nos th=t T nave called your atten-
tion to 14, with the »rite popnlaticn, the skite officlals,
the corduet of the <hite men. ¥ 2111 ask you whether
or rot thot lawlessness, that #ant of prosscutlon of the

law, that entire breaking doxn of the lawx, tha% character

of men thrt frejuented trege places, the f=2t cof these

men tedrg found on the stre=ts drun¥ day or right, or
at ary time, so th~t th2 people =c:ldn't wal¥ up =znd dowzm
the str.et withrut havirg o :zikx arcurd them or step

¢ . ovar them; the fact thet graft sas charged tec the Justlce's

> - ) ¢o.:rt; the fa~t that the rolice ceperument wazs dlscussed

as to teling coriupt and irefficlent, had anything to

do with the rlots that cecur-ed upon thase tz0 days.

Yr, Towers, I fecl ;h;tiﬂt ma& Lave k~d soretling
| } te do alth it. I te teve xk» gererclly the tetter
citizensh!p Ir Fast St, rouls were desperate, That 1s

gy Dbeilef,

¥r, Raker: They whnted te cl:zan them up.
¥r, Towers: They sculd “'¥e to rave. seen a general E

glasnng up, an! wersdetermired %o have it,
Mr. Raler: That 1s all
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¥r, Jrknson; The Committes #il+ stand ad lourned

3.

until two o'clock to-morrow mornirng,

(¥Thereupon, at 5:20 o'clock p.m., the Coimittes

ad fourned unil 10:00 A,¥. caturday, Toverbar 3, 1917.)
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