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I HAVE NOT ENDED the story for there is no end. This Movement
is alive, it is growing, it has already become a part of our life as
Americans; it is joyous, still a singing movement, still one full of
compassion and love; and being so, it is flexible, amenable to
the best our minds and hearts can offer it. Amenable also to the
worst we offer it. A brave vigorous movement that is here to stay:
rich with infinite creative possibilities, potent—and dangerous,
for the potential good can be distorted and lost by the despairing
restlessness of those from the ghettos who have no hope, and who
are too uninformed historically, too unsure emotionally to an-
alyze current conditions or foresee the consequence of their
acts. We, as a people, could be confronted soon by a series of
catastrophes. Whether this happens depends on the wisdom of
responsible Negroes but more, much more on what every re-
sponsible white American does next. One thing is certain in a
plexus of uncertainties and that is, our encounter with the future
cannot be evaded, it must be met by both the artist and the
scientist in us, by our deep intuitions and our rigorously proved
knowledge—and by the human being in us, too, that creature
who knows the power of compassion, the potency of a strange
love that keeps reaching out to bind one man to another.

—LILLIAN SMITH, Our Faces, Our Words.
(W. W. NORTON, 1964)

-

it e (PR P - PR R S e




)
@
-
o

Encounter With The Future

1 ' by

PAT WATTERS

!
‘ i

i

i {

{

!

%

'! Z
: ]
; |
! |
%
;

SOUTHERN REGIONAL COUNCIL
5 Forsyth Street, N.W.
Atlanta, Georgia
§: ( May 1965
i
t
i
1
. %
R S i S o




o =S R s

e AT

e M, T S 1 e ems o b

¢

Foreword

PAT WATTERS, a senior staff member, has written for the South-
ern Regional Council this inquiry into the thought and influence
of certain American youth. These are people who have given
both direction and depth to the struggle for civil rights.

The record will show, I believe, that the Council by its Special
Report of February 25, 1960 was among the very first to wel-
come and value the sit-in Movement begun by Negro students
of the South. In a sense, this pamphlet is a sequel to that 1960
report, for if that expressed faith this expresses respect for a
Movement that has since served and in no small measure in-
spired this country. It still serves and it should, in sum and
despite misadventures, still inspire.

LESLIE W. DUNBAR
Executive Director
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! T used to be so wonderfully simple. Here were these Negroes
and they were right. There were those segregated lunch coun-
ters. In an age of ambivalence, of moral ambiguity, the Negro
Movement gave us at last a choice, as clear-cut as a sit-in, be-
tween good and evil. It let us have the cake of certainty and
eat it too, by frosting it with forgiveness, non-violence, love.

It is not that simple any more.

Of course it never really was, and we never had any right to
add that to the impossible demands we have made on Negro
) Americans, however they might have encouraged it. Two years
*é ‘ ’ ago, the catch-phrase was “new militancy,” and I remember a
: Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) veteran /"
saying then: “It’s not new. We've been militant—and angry—
all along. It was just that nobody bothered to ask us.”

No single phrase can catch the mood now. Most of the
‘ negative elements—internal dissension, disorganization, aliena-
tion, the Communist question, dispute over attitudes toward
whites and toward America itself—have been there all along.
So have the seeds of new and positive elements (beyond the
old bravery and dedication): whole new concepts of methods
and goals; a new thrust toward causes, rather than symptoms,
of social sickness. Now it is time to bother to ask about all
these things, precisely because the comforting oversimplifica-
tion of the sit-ins is gone forever. It is time to look at the
Movement with something like human expectations, and, per-
haps, with compassion, and to try to understand some of the
real depth of the struggle between good and evil that is, indeed,
its profound meaning for America.

This is a look at the youthful wing of the southern civil
rights Movement, for as always it sets the pace. SNCC is the 9
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key, but also involved are much of CORE (Congress of Racial

Equality), and of SCLC (Southern Christian Leadership Con-

ference), and the NAACP (National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People) insofar as they reflect or react to
the same radicalism. Throughout the report, references to the
Movement are in this rather loose sense.

This is not an “insider’s” report. It doesn’t pretend to anything
like omniscience. If thereiwas once a time when anyone not a
worker in one of the four chief civil rights organizations might
nevertheless develop an “insider’s” knowledge of the Movement,
that time is no more. No longer can a reporter measure the
mood of the Movement by talking to a few key people. Often
now it is difficult to be sure who the key people are, and dif-
ficult sometimes to evaluate what any people tell you. The best
one can do from the periphery is to talk to as many people as
possible, observe as much as possible, and try to think it through.
The effort is important. ‘

Communication by the youthful wing about itself has always
been in action more than words. Where the issues are crass, as
in a sit-in, nothing more is needed. Where they are not, as_at

ocratic Nati i i 4, communication

either breaks down, or is on a level difficult to perceive. Very

few people in the nation understand what SNCC was trying to
3 say with its action of opposing the political compromise offered

at the convention. Its efforts to explain in words weren’t success-
ful. It has always had a disdain for the efficacy of words spoken
to an audience outside its own circle. Perhaps this is because
the context in the circle is so terribly different from that of
any audience outside it.

Nevertheless something was communicated by the action at

Atlantic City. It produced circles of negative reaction to SNCC £
‘that have been widening ever_since, and these negative reac-

tions have prompted the many examinations of radicalism and
other realities of the Movement, like this study. These may,
finally, find out what SNCC was trying to say at the conven-

2
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tion, or more of what it has been saying all along. If so, one
must still jerry-build his own understandings.

A beginning is to try to understand better the COFO Summer
of 1964.

Gains and Losses

This was the campaign concentrated in Mississippi by the
four civil rights organizations, SNCC, CORE, SCLC, and the
NAACP. They were banded together into a Council of Fed-
erated Organizations (COFO). COFO had its origins in earlier
futile efforts to register Negro voters. The Mississippi Summer
was the first large-scale coordinated effort of the four organi-
zations, and it may be the last.

Any appraisal of it has to be with awareness constantly of
what the workers were up against, simplified in these grim
statistics from the New York Times: 1,000 arrests; 35 shooting
incidents, with three persons injured; 30 homes and other build-
ings bombed; 35 churches burned; 80 persons beaten; at least
six persons murdered. ‘

COFO operated 47 Freedom Schools and nearly that many
community centers, worked on voter registration and_developed
the Freedom Democratic Party (FDP). It brought in upwards
of 1,000 volunteers, many of them white northern students.
They were a presence from the rest of the country and were
psychologically effective, if not in inhibiting racist murderous-
ness, then in calling attention to it. Lawyers, doctors, and church
people from afar similarly served.

Immediate tangible results were few: a very small success in
fiercely resisted registration; the attraction to the Movement of
a relatively few Negroes who are very faithful, giving them
tastes of real learning and equalitarian association; the attrac-
tion of many more (80,000) in the less risky role of FDP
voters; the election of a very few Negroes to the U.S. Agricul-
tural Stabilization and Conservation Service county committees.

3
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The most impressive tangible result was not evident until nearly
a year later. A major goal of the Summer of 1964 was to de-
velop an indigenous Negro leadership. By the following Spring_
of 1965, virtually all of the COFO projects and activities were

in the harwshm
" COFO claimed many intangible results on the morale of
Negro Mississippians and in awakening political consciousness.
Perhaps even more, intangibly, was done for white Mississipians.
They saw integration in action. They learned how far from the
rest of the nation they stood, and how much they have be-
come despised for this. Since the Summer, they have showed
the first signs of change, and hope. Moderates are speaking
out. McComb ceased public sanction of racist terrorism. The
Mississippi Economic Council, a state chamber of commerce,
called for law and order, communication between the races,
“impartial administration” of voting laws, and support of public
(desegregated) education.
A number of pressures, including economic, were behind this.
Also in the background was successful court-ordered desegre-
gation of three school systems in August, abetted by a state-wide

sippians for Public Education; enlargement of the FBI forces
in the state; continued federal court suits against segregation;
continued exposure by the national press of racism and thought
control in the state; and passage of the Civil Rights Act. COFO
had its impact on all of these.

In 1964, nothing much could succeed in its specific, an-

nounced goals. What COFO helped so much to do was to force

l Mississippians to confront themselves and their problems, and

the nation to confront Mississippi. COFO’s success has made
obsolete this strategy.

Unstructured shaking up of Mississippijgpg_&qrw
the sake of confrontation—has not the same necessity as it had
last Summer. The new federal poverty program should be give}r;
chance to work; school desegregation should continue smoothly;
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white moderates and liberals should be given a chance to gather
themselves together.

COFO seems aware of this. A big adjustment for many of
its workers is the shift to poverty program work, community
development, agriculture committee work, Title Six compliance.
Many have left for other parts of the Black Belt. Like pioneers,

f some freedom fighters get restless on yesterday’s frontier. The
unexplored territory of racism is rapidly diminishing and where

i pockets of it yet remain—in Alabama, Louisiana, or northern
suburbia—they call out to be seen and tested.

Not_that Mississippi is tamed. The enlarged FBI force
shouldn’t leave. Neither should the effort to work at the deep
levels of poverty and racist persecution. Nearly all of the Negro
population is yet to be registered to vote.

The gains of the COFO Summer were not without cost to
| the southern Negro Movement. The effects have lingered and
are an influence as the Movement prepares for another long
hot Summer. Stress last Summer brought dissension to the sur-
face—more than ordinarily—among member organizations of

1 COFO and its allies. At the end of the Summer, the Mississippi
f NAACP voted to withdraw, a generally unpublicized action.

| During 1964, the NAACP and SCLC had participated only

uted onefifth to one-fourth of the train 1d workers. The
rest had been SNCC, and the volunteers. As 1965 came in, it
became clear that COFO was to be almost entirely SNCC, or
that it was to become a self-directing organization, fraternally
related to SNCC.

Indeed, the Mississippi theater had become an organizational
complex. During 1964, three lawyer’s groups were active in
providingEMMe heavy duty work
being done as always by the NAACP Legal Defense and Edu-

cational Fund and its cooperating attorneys. There was also

a new group—the nstitutional Defense Committee.

| Finally, there was the National Lawyers Guild, which was close
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to COFO leadership, but with which the Legal Defense Fund

will not associate, and which LCDC held at a distance. A

_fourth group, generously financed and with ties to both the

American Bar Association and the Mississippi bar, appeared dur-
ing 1965: the Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law.
A further change is that LCDC has become sponsored by the
American Civil Liberties Ulnion.

The legal achievement in Mississippi is one of impressive re-
sults. The appearance of so many “outsiders” practicing law in
behalf of Negroes upgraded standards of justice. Prosecutors
needed more than the color of a defendant’s skin for a convic-
tion that would stick. Appeals have been started on inter-
related cases involving habeas corpus and transfer to federal
courts which may eliminate or curtail harassing arrests of civil
rights workers on baseless charges.

Involvement of doctors, an auspicious development, and of
the church in the COFO Summer was less contentious and will
probably continue. The Delta Ministry of the National Council
of Churches is_an apparently permanent program with a
$400,000 a year budget, and a program paralleling COFQ’s

generally, though with missionary overtones.

After withdrawing from COFO, the NAACP announced its
own Mississippi program. If COFO was SNCC’s great oppor-
tunity to lead the Movement structurally, it failed. At least for
the present, the most youthful part of the civil rights Movement

is still only one part. Nevertheless, the SNCC approach—Iliving
and working with the people—is established in Mississippi and

‘ southwest Georgia and by CORE in some parts of Louisiana,
.and is being put into practice by new exponents, including SCLC.

This could be crucial to the future of the Movement. Hitherto,

. SNCC'’s virtual monopoly on this kind of sustained work has

lleen its chief strength, and the source of its radicalism. It
remains to be seen whether other organizations can do the kind
of job SNCC has done, and, if they can, whether it will have
the same radicalizing effect on them.

6
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A New Radicalism Seeks Its Identity

One SNCC innovation that has not been adopted by other
elements of the civil rights Movement js the Freedom Democratic
Party. The FDP enyisions extending out from Mississippi, and
envisions_offering its own “candidates across the Black Belt,
refusing to make “lesser of evil” choices. This, amid much
criticism and sincere misgivings about SNCC’s lezftfsm,~ is a chief ¢
factor in the widening of a breach between SNCC and the
so-called coalition of civil rights organizations, labor, and the
rest of the liberal establishment. The NAACP and organized
labor this Spring in Mississippi, for example, joined forces t: @
@lock an effort to get national accreditation for an FDP-devel-

oped Young Democrats organization. / g

But SNCC'’s radicalism also is manifest in two other of its
directions. First, SNCC has always been _an endless, introspec-
tive conference, toiling away at defining itself, its ideals, its
aspirations, its plans. As it has grown, it has vacillated between
bringing non-staff into its “conference” or excluding them. Its
policy now seems to be to confine the conference within the
staff, and between staff members and the Negro dwellers in
rural and urban slums. There is a formalization of the latter
in SNCC’s announced plans for “People’s Conferences,”
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Second, SNCC'’s persistent iconoclasm throughout early 1965 4 '/

in saying, over and over again, that passage of the Voting
Rights Bill is of considerably less importance than unseating
of the "Mississippi_Congressional delegation is important for
insights it provides. Liberal forces will pass a voting bill. SNCC _ ,

'__glgf_t‘gygg ‘energy, maintaining that the major problem—enforce-

" ment—is still not solved. Instead, it will demand of liberal
forces that they do something which they probably will not do:
unseat the Mississipmlegation. It is_the SNCC style. If the -,
great demonstration planned for Washington during the Summer
of 1965 in behalf of the Congressional challenge comes off, its
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true importance will be that its target—actual if not announced

—will be liberals.

Amid all the dissension around it last year, SNCC itself
apparently underwent serious and traumatic internal struggle.

A perhaps symbolic issue seemed to be disagreement over
how SNCC should be organized. (The “coordinating committee”
has from the beginning been pzeoccupied with forms of organi-
zation, just as it has been supremely disorganized, the latter a
part of its style which probably costs more than it is worth,
and, when necessary, as with organization of the short wave
radio in Mississippi or the FDP convention, can be abandoned
immediately. In the internal convolutions of its forms of organi-
zation, which seem always more and needlessly complicated, it
often seems, maybe consciously, to be parodying the over-
organization of our age.)

The dispute this time seemed to be over whether the loose
but at least structured organization of the past, with a defined
executive and administrative function, should be supplanted by
an arrangement of local and perhaps even personal autonomy.
James Forman and John Lewis, two of the top officials of

141 SNCC, led the former view, Robert Moses the latter.

In a sense, the issue was state’s rights (local autonomy), and
the area of discontent much the same as Senator Gold-
water tapped. And—despite the harm done by reactionaries
to a legitimate idea—gdiscontent with over-organization and

meaningless form is one o emotions of

the time.

The ostensible issue was resolved at a seven-day annual meet-
ing this Winter, with those in favor of organization over local
autonomy prevailing. The decision was probably influenced by

=~ a three-month period of near anarchy in SNCC just preceding.
2“4 The meetings of SNCC in the past year have become for mem-

bers apparently a particularly upsetting experience, with em-
phasis on letting everybody speak, so that they are overly long
and emotional. This reorganizational meeting was of this pat-
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tern. Its most important achievement was to complete the tran-
sition of the organization from one of student and community

groups to one of individuals working as organizers. The staft

workers emerged as the power base, with frequent staff meet-
ings promised. Apparently in deference to local control, the

Negro Mississippi staffers. But on_a practical level, the execu-
tive commi ions little. Decisions are made in the offices

never simple.

Distrust of organization continues a strong influence in SNCC,

and one needs to understand this. Mr. Moses, the Harvard
mathematics major who began the SNCC work in Mississippi
four years ago, personifies this instinct. To escape the mantle
of revered leader and prophet that settled on him in Mississippi,
he went to the length of changing his name and moving to
Alabama. He is now Robert Parris.

Throughout recent SNCC literature and conversation, opposi-
tion to the very concept of national civil rights leaders is a
strong theory. This is part of the intensified dedication to work-
ing with and through the people. Big leaders weaken the will
of the people to think for themselves, SNCC argues. The real
task is to develop decision-making ability among the people,
and leaders from among them.

In much of this, the term alienation is inescapable. At times,
it seems to be SNCC against the world, and divided against
itself. Willy-nilly, it cuts a swath of lost friends and uninfluenced
people, many of them white liberals. one locale
local newspapers are bad beyond belief, the one completely
competent, honest, and fair-minded newspaperman on the scene

could have remained a useful friend. This kind of thing is behind
the drop of the voice, and even intonations of sorrow, almost
pity, when people who are genuinely friendly to SNCC start
telling its flaws.

-
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“has come o despise SNCC. He has no good word for it. He 3
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The alienation reached a crisis at the Democratic National
Convention last year and the scars and enmities linger on from !
FDP’s refusal to accept a two-seat compromise of its demand
that all the FDP delegation be seated. Some SNCC people 3:°
insist this was not necessarily a rejection of the concept of com-
promise, but rejection of an insulting, unsuitable compromise,
that an earlier proposal to seat anyone of both factions willing
to pledge loyalty would have been accepted. Nevertheless, to
those oriented to the give and take of politics, and the cloaks and
daggers of sinister motivation, the FDP decision and SNCC’s
heavy influence on it had to be either hopelessly idealistic and
unrealistic, or diabolically designed to confuse the masses of
the Negro followers, to stir them to needless discontent. To

SNCC, bod t i “ >zl : o .
Perhapsei‘ieirsy \:eli’ tfﬁ';:nl 9h6€5 P;r?i;dle; é 60;:0;?; }};:gtici?gl;ubtig Southern liberals look askance at FDP with slightly different

political years; they may be a breathing space during which the : 2erstpeiltlve.frortn thOIS’EC‘,l-;n t:;: dNorLI;.nzhez rrif.l;? Zf‘ d;;llgiio?;
political breach within the Movement and with the liberals may | ts tencencies 10 SOUMLY.. continue a _racid. a1SAMENt.
‘ southern politics, leaving both major parties still in the hands

be pealed _of whites, and discouraging_effective political alignment of

’ . Viewed as 2 third ?arty effort—as many 1 SNC.C do view Negro voters with white moderates or liberals.

it—FDP might not gain as much power for itself as its backers - " FDP idea b h I olections in the Fall of 1963

think, but it could take crucially needed power (in the Black (The FDP i ea egan.wn mock ections In the Fatl 0
Belt and the Negro ghettos of the North) away from the liberals as a demonstration of disenfranchisement. Somewhere between
to the benefit of the right wing then and Atlantic City, some began to think of the demonstra-
In the initial stages at least, FDP seems contenting itself tion party as simply. a party. Intc1"esting1.y, the first mock ele_c )
with the Tole of beine a separate qwin of the resular Democratic tion originated the idea of involving white college students in
£ P g g VI the southern struggle, thereby arousing the national concern 3
|

sad realities in the southern Movement. Again and again, when
they cite evils of tokenism they want to avoid in the reforma-
tion of the Black Belt, the Movement people use illustrations
in Atlanta: the manipulation in the past of the Negro vote by
conservative Negro leadership in coalition with moderate whites;
tokenism in schools, annually exacerbated by policies increasing
housing segregation and the growth of a ghetto; hypocrisy and
cynicism summed up by what critics contend is the city’s regard
2 | for its national image for good race relations but not for the hu-
man victims of racism. One needs only to see what the Movement
believes about the South’s “most progressive” city to understand -
its pessimism and intransigence in other parts of the South.

quarters of‘SN(ﬂJQ__ and SCLC, on radicalism and awareness of
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, l?arty in MisSISSIpDI. In' Georgg}, ~Julian_Bond .pubhc informa- over their .safety that never came for the safety of Negroes in
3L Eon officer .Of SNCC, ]umped into a reapportioned Hogse (?f general, or the small bands of full-time civil rights workers.
inelggisglr:?itg:.s race, running as a Democrat. The opting is The students who workefi in. that falection, as did l.ater the
L , s L. Summer volunteers, went in with their eyes open to this aspect
377 SNCC's unwillingness to settle merely for registering Negroes, of their role. The sad rationale behind it was demonstrated anew [
; its plans to run its own candidates, can be at least partially during Selma when the death of a Negro civil rights demon- /
understood by looking at the areas in the rest of the South and strator in Marion was’ lafgél'i"fgffbféa’Bmffﬁévgr’wpublic—th ough (
nation where there is Negro enfranchisement and something o s-covered in the press—while the Tater murders of two white
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less than an equal society. Atlanta comes to mind. An interest-
ing study might be made of the impact of Atlanta, the head-

10

civil rights demonstrators caused a great storm of national in-
dignation. )
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__By. demandmg a stronger repudiation from the Democratic_
__Party and_1 ts_liber al supporting forces of the unholy alliance
with ra01sm in the South since Reconstruction, the FDP shows
a new face of the Movement, less willing to forgive and forget.

It raises a quest1on not sat1sfactor1ly resolved by either World

War II or the Civil War: is unconditional surrender the way to
deal with the people,behind a social system with which there can
be no compromise? About the system there is no question; but
what of the people?

For all its inherent dangers, FDP forces us also to examine
a cherished rationalization. Politics is the art of the possible
and of compromise, but neither of these is necessarily a virtue,
and we still have a responsibility to examine the possibilities
and set limits to compromise.

Because it was so long and so hot, the Mississippi Summer
was reported in column inches far better than any other civil
rights campaign. But the coverage nearly all centered on vio-
lence, partly because of circumstance, partly because of the
Movement’s and the press’s own fixations. This is a dilemma.
ThWent and the press both know that what the public
responds to is turmoil and violence, even though other important . .

“things might be L@BB@nmg and even though the great violent

“upheavals haven’t bettered appreciably the lot of the Negroes

\

immediately involved, as an examination now of Albany, St.
Augustine, and Birmingham would show.

—__The important things that were happening in Mississippi dur-

ing the Summer of 1964 were the reaching to the grassroots of
Negroes,,_thong_on the white population, and
development of political consciousness in the Movement. And
these were reflections of jthe very 1mportant effort of the Move-

ment_to adjust to the new realities of its role. But violence
made the news.

SNCC for a time seemed trying to move out of the violence
dilemma in Selma. But when it did agree to demonstrate, it
did so in a manner that seemed dehberately to provoke v1ole@

T e e
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This illustrates one of the more strained tensions, more pre-
carious philosophical balances, within the Movement—the rec-
onciliation of deliberate provocation by Negroes of the close-
to-the-surface violence of an element of whites in the South
with the true spirit and high meanings of non-violence. Often
there is a frank admission by a civil rights worker that to him,
as an individual, non-violence is only a tactic, not a way of life,
or a way to a better life for the world. The simple act of demon-
strating, no matter how orderly and dignified, was often in the
immediate past, in parts of the South, a provocation to violence.
In more sophisticated sectors and the present more sophisti-
cated time, when the mere presence of a demonstration fails to
provoke violence, demonstrators have jeered, taunted, and other-

wise, short of actual violence on their part, brought it forth._

There are also elements in this of a grim game to see who
will “chicken” first, a simple release of hostilities. The cynicism
that begins with considering non-violence as simply a subtle sort
of weapon would seem to justify this next step to make it ef-
fective. It is only another step, too, to the use of violence itself,
where tactically feasible. But at its best, non-violence never
sought, as no human should, deliberately to goad the beast in
a man. The question—and the answer is really not known—is
whether America has ever responded to the higher meaning
and hope of non-violence, or whether it has simply reacted to
violence and turmoil, acting in civil rights matters only as
necessary.

New and Old Radicals

The introduction of white volunteers in great numbers to the
existential reality of the southern race struggle was another most
important aspect of the Mississippi Summer. To white Mls_gl_s—

sippians, this was the unkindest cut. COFO’s pdpulanty rating
would not have been improved if all its followers had worn

13
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Brooks Brothers, or had constantly fawned and bowed and
made that elbows-in shuffle of self-abnegation common to an
older generation of deep-South Negro men. But by the beards
of the Summer volunteers, and the hanks of their women’s hang-
ing down, uncombed hair, they offended to the soul nigh onto
a state-full of whites. These were people who voiced no notice-
able storm of popular protest over murder of COFO workers,
but who, on the subjects of unkemptness, beer drinking, white
and Negro dating, racial and sexually mixed sleeping arrange-
ments, and, most of all, beards, howled in holy and moral and
righteous indignation. They really believed at the beginning that
a horde of Communists and beatniks were coming to rape and

pillage. They were relieved that racial revenge was not so

reaped, but they remained convinced about what constituted
the horde. The horde did little to convince them otherwise.

COFO attempted to organize poor whites in Gulfport, but
in most ways, seemed to write off the whites in Mississippi en
masse. If the Goldwater vote (more than 90% of whites) may
be regarded as a headcount on racism, then COFO was prob-
ably right. Yet, as the grip of totalitarianism in the state slips
a bit, one remembers the accounts of how the overtures of
moderates and liberals to the COFQO volunteers were rebuffed..

“They lectﬁfém, and wouldn’t listen,” one liberal told me.

“They were so dogmatic.”

One remembers the account of how in the one town in Mis-
sissippi where there was a hope of engendering sympathy and
respect from local whites, the volunteers came with arrogant
disdain, and promptly alienated the town. T

It was of course murder that these kids felt they faced. They
were scared all over Mississippi.

A professional man took a look at the worst of human failings
among the volunteers under the terrible pressures of the Sum-
mer, and concluded that the patterns of behavior did not differ
from the norm for a similar group of young Americans any-
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where, in far less stressful situations, for example, on a col-
lege campus.

The consensus among those who saw the volunteer operation
being formed and in motion_is that the majority of the white
volunteers were not the way-out variety of campus radicals, but
were mainstream, middle-class young Americans, highly moti-
vated not so much by intellectual or neo-beatnik philosophical
instincts, but by the standard religious, patriotic, and political
ideals of the mainstream. Even severest critics of COFO say
this, adding that the effect of the Mississippi Summer was to
radicalize such youngsters considerably. One has but to read
the thoughts and feelings of these white volunteers in a com-
pilation of their letters home (Letters from Mississippi, edited by
Elizabeth Sutherland) to see the truth of both propositions.
They were radicalized not just MI\_{Q_C__, as the critics contend,

_ but by the conditions they encountered in Mississippi, the same

radicalizing forces that had been at work on SNCC for five years.

I asked Aaron Henry, the Mississippi Negro leader from
Clarksdale, if any more strenuous efforts would be made in
the future to screen out “oddballs.” “Oddballs!” snorted Mr.
Henry. “They ain’t nothing but oddballs. Coming down here
to get scared to death and shot at just to help us Negroes. They’re
not typical Americans. They’re oddballs all right. The right

_kind.” An impeccable moderate summed them up another way:
“They are good and dedicated and absolutely right. But there
is a harshness and cynicism to their idealism. They’re the kind
of way-out people I could never get along with when I was in
college.”

The issue of the beards (and the philosophically inaccurate but
semantically correct epithet, “beatnik™) goes deeper than race;
it is part of the age-old antagonism of young and old, the old
against the new. The new young rail against many of the same
things the beatnik movement did, in oversimplified sum the
values and compulsions of the atomic-age industrial society, but
they are not “beat,” not impotent.
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Less obviously, the young as a class have be a little
less pﬂwgr_l__ss than Negro ‘Southerners. When the latter, out of
desperatlon finally forged a lever to power, the young jumped
to get a hand-hold, too. The lever since has been used in campus
protest across the country. Reaction there has been more civi-
lized and realistic than in Mississippi, but the methods have
been criticized and the question keeps being put: is this a

R

Commumst 1nﬁ1trated thing?

MlSSlSSlppl racism didn’t ask the question; it knew—and has
cried over the years—that it’s all a Communist plot. The Mis-
sissippi Summer saw more responsible people taking the question
seriously. This was fed by the FBI assertion that two out of
every seven of the volunteers had “connections’ _with organlza-

tions listed as su subversive by the Justice Department The “only

Communists. A month after this dlsclosure the FBI at Jackson
was refusing to  to discuss it at all.

A frank discussion with SNCC leaders is about the least
comfortmg follow-up on the question. Certainly, they say, we

don’t worry about the past or present political affiliations of
anybody. If they are for what we are, which is merely to make
America do what it says it believes, we accept them. How can
they hurt us or the country? Julian Bond of SNCC told me a
couple of years ago in one of the earlier, smaller of the recurring
panics over the question, that “Sure, if a guy comes in here
and says he wants to work and then the first thing he says after
that is, ‘I'm a socialist, we probably wouldn’t take him. Not
because he’s a socialist, but because he must be hung up on
politics. We’d do the same thing if all he talked about was, T'm
a Republican.””

One acute observation is that in the usual refusal of SNCC
people even to discuss the Communist issue, there is denial of
their most cherished ideals, the civil liberties of those who are
genuinely concerned about it. It is anti-anti-Communism as dog-

-

matic as extremist anti-Communism. One SNCC ‘spokesman g
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answered this, and in a sense confirmed it, by saying that people
who had to discuss Communism had nothing relevant to talk
about, that they were really worried about something else,
namely, the radicalism of the Movement. A Mississippi Negro,
not of SNCC, who pointed out that the mass of Negroes there
don’t worry about Communism because they don’t know what
it is, echoed the answer when he said, thoughtfully: “Radical
ideas are not necessarily Communist. Maybe it’s time for radi-
cal ideas.”

SNCC seems to say it is simply uninterested in the ideological
clash between Communism and democracy, that it is not perti-
nent in the existential reality of the personal clash with racism.
What they seem to be saying is that nothing can be worse than
what they fight, so why bother with these minor battlings so
long as the major one remains unresolved?

While the Negro Movement and the campus movement feed
each other, it is probably accurate to say that the campus
__movement draws more heavily. SNCC is its model organization.
"The COFO Summer “snickized” the volunteers, and they took
this back to the campus. But the campus radicalism is less single-
minded and hence more revealing about politics. Even a brief
reportorial sorte into this world of student radicalism reveals an
unknown little theater of power battling and bewilderingly shifted
values, definitions, assumptions. “Oh, don’t worry about the Du-
Bois clubs,” said an intimate of this world airily about the Cali-
fornia-based organization that openly avows Marxism. “They are
Russian-oriented, and hence for peace,” and added: “And there-
fore to the right of SNCC.” The term Maoism is flung around;
often, as in a long interview with an entirely pragmatic student
much dismayed by his Summer with COFO, it is used not to
describe an ideology or organizational tie, but merely a frame
of mind. The structured, ideological Maoists in the country,
meanwhile, are coming out into the open, so it seems important
to keep the distinction clear between actual and metaphorical

Maoists.
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SNCC with other elements of the Negro Movement came
together formally with the campus “new left” Movement in
demonstrations against American policy in Viet Nam. Interest
in such matters as foreign policy is not new in the Movement;
part of it, in the past, when the Movement’s chief obstacle on
civil rights often seemed the federal government, probably re-
flected a tendency to sympathize with other lands embroiled
with this same federal government; if the emphasis now is
stronger on such matters, this may in part be due to the fact
that the new audience is more interested in such matters. Part
of it, inescapable, too, is that the Movement probably tends to
identify with the people in a place like Viet Nam, North or
South, because of race, because of poverty. The first poster
against U.S. policy in Viet Nam I ever saw Wa?iﬁ—t‘ﬁ@
5ffice at Jackson. In SCLC, a strain of pacifism has always
accompanied emphasis on non-violence. (One doesn’t get the
feeling that the Movement thinks out such foreign policy stances,
however, with the same thoroughness and continuity that it
gives to race relations.)

The searcher for subversion in the Mississippi Movement

‘finds immediately in Freedom Schools and Community Centers,

among other randomly received donations of literature, the
damning little stacks of such publications as the People’s WorldD

CWest Coast party organ; Freedomways, a Marxist maﬁne; the

National Guardian, Chinese-oriented; and the Crusader, pﬁBT

- Tished by Robert Williams, formerly a Monroe, N.C., Negro)
@ilitant, now in Cuba. A sample of his approach: “The weapons

?

/

of defense employed by Afro-American freedom fighters must
consist of a poor man’s arsenal. Gasoline firebombs (Molotov
cocktails), lye, or acid bombs (made by injecting lye or acid
in the metal end of light bulbs) can be used extensively. . . .
Hand grenades, bazookas, light mortars, rocket launchers, ma-
chine guns, and ammunition can be bought clandestinely . . .”

Strange literature for the non-violent coordinating committee,

though certainly not reflective of program.
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Everyone always says there are no Communists in positions
of influence in the Movement. How they know this is hard to

Yov e S S

»:g_ayf ‘Clearly there is no reason why some skilled undercover
man couldn’t become a leader; indeed, in SNCC, such a fellow

would seem to have found a perfect set-up.

The point is that nobody really knows; nobody produces proof
of anything, and the legacy of McCarthyism (and the upsurge
of HUAC won’t help) has created such an absurd context that
it is almost impossible to think logically within its framework.
The Maoist mind—formally connected or informally operative
—would seem to be an enemy of all the Negro Movement has
stood for in the past, and it is this, intellectual positions, not old
and ineffectual Reds still living in the 1930’s, that should be
our concern and that of the Movement. (Or perhaps our con-
cern should also be psychological types: “What really worries
me,” said one astute observer, “is the number of psychologically
suspect characters around now.”)

Of interest to some observers is the rapid change that occurred

in FDP leadership. The FDP was created in the Spring of 1964.

Its early leadership included some of the most prominent, es-

“tablished Negroes in Mississippi. By the Fall of 1964, these

people of stature were mostly gone, replaced by youthful SNCC
militants or figures drawn from the impoverished masses. Legal
representation by a nationally known attorney, close to the
Democratic Party and to the AFL-CIO, had been exchanged
for that of a group of lawyers which includes men who are
themselves targets of Communist accusation. There are unsinis-
ter explanations for all of this, and part of SNCC’s strength is
its refusal to compromise its beliefs; it opposes the House Un-
American Activities Committee and, therefore, tends to be
protective of those whom it attacks. Part of SNCC’s style is its
willingness to affront middle-class, including middle-class liberal,
values and concerns. These qualities can be respected, though
they may reflect immaturity as well as radicalism. At any rate,
the FDP—particularly an enlarged FDP—because its business

19




ol

1

is politics and the business of politics is power, causes especial
concern to those who have witnessed its development.

The attempt to make judgments on the Communist question,
as 1§ frequently pointed out, in the light of 1930’s and 1940’s

concepts IW unreality. This may mean that there
is developing a redefinition of what is respectable on the Ameri-
can left—with SNCC and the campus radicals setting the limits
and beyond, and forcing 'America back to some of its pre-Mc-
Carthy intellectual freedom.

The investigation we should be making, then, is not one in
the McCarthy style, as seems inevitable with the dangerous
reinvigoration of HUAC to “investigate” the Ku Klux Klan.
(The Klan is about as relevant to what remains wrong with the
South as the Cosa Nostra is to the real sickness of New York
City.) The investigation that should be made is within ourselves
to determine what in the new radicalism supports and promises
to strengthen our heritage of democracy and freedom, and
what in it is subversive in itself of these.

The red scare among liberals and moderates is not so much
the fear that the Negro Movement will some morning deliver
America into the hands of the Russians or the Red Chinese.
/\yhat is feared is the kind of betrayal that so hurt the labor
movement in the 1930’s and 1940’s, particularly in the South,

W or by those opposed to labor who seized on
Communism as a way to discredit it, depending on your view
of that history. The fear is that the Negro Movement and its
great hope of a truly integrated society will be similarly be-
trayed, become tainted in the mind of the mass of the public,
and lose the popular support that it needs to achieve its goal.
(The question of whether its true goal is achievable where such
a fear is possible is a paradox whose implications need facing.)

The red scare these days is akin to the paralyzing fear of the
far right that haunted us when Senator Goldwater ran, possibly
as groundless now as then. It is a fear founded largely on propa-
ganda and image considerations, the likelihood that if one sure-
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enough Communist is found in the Movement the great Ameri-
can middle will become disenchanted with the racial revolution,
and then turn to the right. The new radicalism tends to react

on this same ‘image-conscious level,}saying that if concessions

must_be made o the witch-hunt and hysteria-prone streak in
the American mentality, then this in itself defeats the goals of
the Movement.

Neither view seems to come to grips with the genuine conflict
that exists between the goals of the Movement and the political
system of Communism, which is the legitimate concern. It is,
in any revolution, considering the sad history of most of them,
relevant to raise and to continue to raise the question of

ultimate values which are at stake—support of the traditions

and institutions in America and the West which assert and pro-

_tect b human rights and freedom, representative government, re-
spect for_truth, and concern for the individual, as opposed to
dehumanization and totalitarianism in any form, including
Communist.

One of the main questions that SNCC and the new radicals

_raise within the Movement is whether it is fruitful any longer
_to work within the framework of the liberal's problems—his
“desire to achieve the Movement's goals and his fear of both
Communism and the far right. The question as more often stated
is whether it is fruitful to try to work within the framework of
the liberal establishment and 50 society’s institutions as they now

exist.
What alternative does SNCC think it has? Blowing up bridges?
Howa_rwc-i_ Zinn, a white college professor who has been in_the
“thick of things with SNCC since its beginnings, and has written

_-——'N
a book about its meaning and mystique, describes one route

that many of the influential SNCC people take seriously. It is
the notion of parallel institutions, of which the Freedom Schools
and the FDP are the first going examples.

The idea, as explained by Dr. Zinn, is to have something in
between the people and the established institutions. You prod
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the institutions to do better; they fail; you set up parallel insti-
tutions to serve needs, set standards, and prod the institutions
harder.

The idea, Dr. Zinn said, has its roots in both anarchist and
trade union socialist theory. It marks a return to these old
radical streams and a flowing together of them. Distrust of
government had been abapdoned in the 20th century in favor
of the power of government—by the Bolsheviks in Russia, by
the trade unioners in the New Deal.

As early as the Spring of 1963, Dr. Zinn urged in a speech
to SNCC that they keep the centers of popular power they
_were creating outside the existing institutions. Para-govern-
ment is indeed revolutionary, he points out. It could include
local governments. (In Ruleville, Miss., last Winter, a SNCC
field worker told a mass meeting of plans for a mock election
of city and county officers. “We’ll elect a mayor and he’ll be
a mayor. I mean he won’t really be a mayor, go down there
to city hall and all. . . .”) As Dr. Zinn points out, this is the
kind of thing you do when you are setting out to overthrow an
existing government, or—as is the case—to transform it.

Over against SNCC'’s distrust of existing institutions is the
thinking and persuasion of Bayard Rustin who urges a con-
tinuation of the coalition of labor, the churches, liberals, and
the Negroes which marched on Washington, got the civil rights
bill passed, and elected Johnson. The Negroes cannot win alone,

he points out; poverty cannot be ended without drastic new
measures (massive public works); coalition is the answer.

SNCC people attended a trade union luncheon in Atlanta at
W eloquently on these ideas. Afterwards
I asked them what they thought. “Look at that lunch,” was one
answer. It had consisted of cocktails, a crab meat souffle, suf-
ficient for most lunchers, a heavy roast beef course, three
vegetables, salad, and for dessert, flaming baked Alaska. (The

hosts had ordered and paid for a good-sized lunch, but a lesser
one than they got, through the generosity of the chef, an old
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Czech socialist, who apparently believed that nothing is too
good for the working class. Nothing is simple.)

Much of the widespread concern about the youth wing of
the civil rights Movement can be described as merely SNCC’s
normal effect on a new audience. Certainly little of the radicalism
-ig’x}gyyéﬁlgt‘_mrr}qx be stronger, deeper, now in such an organization
as SNCC, and the new audience may be more preoccupied
with such matters. But T remember in 1963 listening to SNCC
workshops on the evils of Wall Street and the sickness of all
American society, but listening with half an ear, for these were
side issues to the main fight then against public segregation.

.. Robert Moses, six months before Atlantic City, made a speech

_warning against accepting the first compromise liberals came
along with. He also talked then about the need to open a new
frontier, of freedom of association, and also said then that those
who accused SNCC of trying to wreck the two-party system
just couldn’t admit that the two-party system wasn’t work-
ing, that to do what really needs to be done on race, a national
administration would have to destroy knowingly its chances
of winning the next election.

An important thing for this new audience to know about
SNCC is that it has its eye on power. This was evident_when
_it—after much debate three years ago—chose the quiet drudgery

of voter registration over more spectacular avenues of expres-

sion, and it is not merely evident but becoming effective now
in the grassroots community work and political organization.
A SNCC veteran of the southwest Georgia work described it:
“One of the basic assumptions of SNCC is that you get nowhere
without power, and the most effective and meaningful power
is grassroots political power, organized and cohesive. . . . I have
the feeling too that jt is more important to concentrate on city
council elections than on the presidential elections, On top,
the issues become obscured. There is dilution of top policy
through things like the war on poverty. We don’t need to lobby
when we have power. We don’t educate people. We help them
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express what they know. They know what is needed. We show
them how to get it.”

Thus, three main elements of SNCC are its willingness to
work with the people and know their lives, its determination
to put these people into touch with power, and its concern with
the forms of organization.

The youth wing knows what the good reporter knows—that
the greatest truth is not in abstractions but what exists in the
given situation, and it’s never simple. “Tell it like it is,” they say,
summing up at once the perhaps fatal fault of much of our
communication—from Congressional debate to news coverage
to the best seller list. They live with the people they want to
help. This is, besides the hell of racist oppression, living in
the culture of poverty with all the dislocations that implies.

Here is a white, formerly middle-class SNCC youngster on
some of the cultural differences: “There is less value on big
words and academic distinctions. This is from their lessons of
survival. They don’t see the difference in the guy who says,
‘Sorry we have no vacancies,” and the one who says, ‘We don’t
hire niggers.” The result is the same. They don’t differentiate
between the superior court and criminal court, or the county
jail or city jail. They're all bad. It doesn’t matter whether it’s
the FBI or the sheriff. The important thing is they’re white
and they’re against you.”

What such youngsters know of racism and poverty is known
in their guts, the same kind of knowledge out of which Mrs.

Fannie Lou Hamer, the symbol of the FDP, speaks. It was

Mrs. Hamer who set something dangerous aloose at the Demo-
cratic Convention, an emotionalism in the credentials committee
that threatened pre-arranged plans, and made a floor fight un-
thinkable. She disturbs people. They laugh at her and others
like her, disparage them, dismiss them. “They do not,” said a
middle-class Mississippi Negro, “represent me. They don’t help
the Negro’s image. They might illustrate certain of our problems
in education.” A white minister in the state, referring to FDP’s
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elevation of poor people to leadership roles, said the problem
was already too many ignorant people in political power.

But when Mrs. Hamer tells of her and her people’s suffering,
she is eloquent in a way that most of us who are smoother and
better educated cannot be. She speaks to the emotions; like
good blues, her voice tones and images cut through to some-
thing responsive in us, and we feel and understand and are,
for a moment anyway, angry along with her. “Somethin’ got to
break,” cries Mrs. Hamer. “They jes’ keep on sayin’ wait, and we
been waitin’ all of our lives, an’ still gettin’ killed, still gettin’
hung, still gettin’ beat to death—Now we tired waitin’!”

All of the more than 50 long books written out of the long
hot Summer say no more. Perhaps what upsets people_about
her is that they recognize in her a threat that is older and more
ménacing than Communism: the wrath and the power when the
persecuted cross a line which says life itself is not dearer_than

o rsecution.

Increasingly, it seems clear that one of the great reappraisals
America needs to make is its attitude toward the relevancy of
the dispossessed of the nation, and the earth, of what they feel
and what they say. This involves, as some have put it, the debate
of the Federalist Papers all over again.

America’s poor, we are beginning to learn, have their own

__distinct culture, and it is far less like the dommant calfite of

the nation than it is similar to that of the other poor of all the
_other nations. This distinct culture of poverty isn’t pretty and
is not to be romanticized, but it does_have its good characteristics
and strengths, and some of these are the very characteristics
whose lack, glumly, we are told cripple American culture and
its people—for example, ability.(or, among the poor, necessity)
to_live in the present moment instead of forever in the past,
mulling it over and rationalizing it, or in the future, planning
it and fearing it. Anyone who comes into surface contact with
this culture of poverty, however peripherally, comes away im-
pressed with these positive qualities—from Tolstoy to Oscar
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Lewis. Yet those who—in various states of alarm—contemplate
new trends in the Movement usually fail to see the healthy po-
tential in the new notion of putting many people from outside
the culture of poverty into it, to live it. The poor, they seem
to say, are not blessed with anything we need. But why can we
not learn from these people, get some of the energy of their
strengths into our own culture, a revolution of fiber more than
of form, instead of allowing their strengths to be destroyed
when, hopefully, we destroy poverty?

SNCC’s involvement with these people may form a Gestalt that
will, as direct action did five years ago, sweep away many ob-
jections which, taken one by one, are entirely valid.

¢

Who A(e the Alienated?

And there are plenty of these.
The controlling—almost the entire—ideology of the youthful
“militants, apart from the handful of adherents of DuBois Clubs
and other such disciplined groups, is still a literal acceptance
of the copy-book ideals of American democracy. Their charge
against America is that we have despised our own inheritance,
have alienated ourselves from our ideals.
The full-hearted agreement with American ideals is balanced
by an angry disillusionment, amounting at times to Cynicism,

““about the institutions and processes of American society. To

understand this alienation is to understand the kind of life the
field workers endure, the special world of psychological and
physical danger they live in. An uninitiated white can enter just
the edge of this world for just a few days and (though the situ-
ation isn’t the same because Negroes have bought with pain
better defenses) he comes out endlessly angry, distrustful, and
more than impatient with those who can remain unconcerned
about its evils. The irrationality of the reaction is that of the
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returning front-line soldier’s to the essential frivolity of civilian
life. It is an over-reaction, but the assessment of the realities
of both the hell at the front and the frivolity back home are valid.
The over-reaction can be hard to take. A disenchanted volun-
teer told of a fellow white in the Movement who said to him:
“The trouble with you is that you don’t wake up every morning
like I do, hating America.”

Dr. Robert Coles, the Harvard psychiatrist who has studied
the psyche of the southern Movement with exquisite and erudite
sympathy, has written in the November 1964 issue of Psychiatry
a study of worst effects on the full-time workers in the civil

_rights front lines. He makes the point that they must fight dis-
trust and fear from Negroes as well as white racism. He de-
scribes resulting irritability, hopelessness, loss of energy and
terrible fatigue, and says: “They are clinical signs of depres-
sion. They constitute ‘battle fatigue.” They indicate exhaustion,
weariness, despair, frustration, and rage. They mark a crisis
in the lives of those youths who experience them, and also one
in the cities which may experience the results, translated into
action, of such symptoms.”

He goes on to suggest that the psychiatric profession can be
helpful to their most difficult effort. This is the effort to main-
tain the “delicate equilibrium” of “trying to keep their courage
and initiative while accepting the often sour lessons that come
with growing older and living through unexpected and dismay-
ing experiences. They must keep their moral initiative, main-
tain their ethical resolve, yet somehow avoid succumbing either
to depression as an inward expression of frustration or to dis-
organized rage and anti-social behavior as equivalent outward
forms.”

We have avoided such truths about the southern Movement’s
most deeply involved workers, blaming them for symptoms
caused by the insanity they fight, like blaming a man battling
a mad dog for getting his trousers torn. So have we been will-
ing to accept the whole rationale of non-violence without daring

27

[EpE————




SO e

PR 4 A§m~

P S L [ v s d
——r
A

- Baakiiod

£ P AT At GRS e A 8

s  rrm n mae gwan e et 8B T v e 8 e G 3 e TG A g .

2 3
k. 2

to look behind it for what our knowledge of human beings will
reveal. Such super-goodness and saintliness in an individual,
we know, is often the mask for murderous rage that is so great
he dare not show it, even, or most of all, to himself.

This, then, is the background for understanding stories like
that of a youngster who two years ago I watched in one of the
most beautiful exhibitions of personal, gentle loving of white
taunters the Movement has known, but who during the Mis-
sissippi Summer saw one beating of a Negro too many, and
screamed for weapons; the background for hearing a gentle and
sensitive young man of the Movement talk with dispassion, if
not satisfaction, of how Black-Belt Negroes hate whites so much
that it may end in the killing of women and children; the back-
ground for understanding the sullenness, distrust, sneers, and
condescension with which civil rights fighters can greet outsiders.

But there is a great danger to the individual, the Movement,
and the nation in translating the insight thatM@s_s_ipLﬁ_mma_—_
sents the worst in all the nation and its history into a belief that
Mississippi is the nation. Dr. Coles, in tracing an emotional
cycle common to many new civil rights workers, describes a
final “philosophical” adjustment where they become able to
relate what they experience in the hell of racist oppression to
all of life, instead of abstracting it as the meaning of life.

Too much integrity can be a neurotic paralysis. You can
become so right, so uncompromising that you no longer are
able to function in this wicked world.

From Radicalism to Racism?

SNCC’s penchant for disorganization has to be counted among
the same kind of liabilities. Disaffected Summer volunteers called
it debilitating. The press is constantly confounded by it.

It goes beyond unanswered phone calls and unpredictable
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actions. During last Summer there were at least three different,
opposing theories current, discussed, and activated about the
function of Freedom Schools. They were never reconciled.
Until one understood this, and no one explained it, it was im-
possible to make much sense out of the many COFO publica-
tions and pronouncements about this vital program. The full
propaganda value of these schools, as the elaborate demonstra-
tions that they were of the unutterable condition of Mississippi
education and the desperate needs of Negro children there, was
never fully realized. Does the nation know about these condi-
tions and needs yet, in their full, horrible meaning?

Yet another weakness of the youth wing in general is the ten-
dency that has always been there to a certain snobbishness that is
not so much racial as it is a matter of whether you’ve been where
they’ve been. On one level, it is almost a cult of suffering.

But these are as nothing to the most hurtful and hurting
danger to the Movement, and that is that Mississippi may after
all win—not by murder and intimidation, but by the spread of
the contagion of racism.

There are signs to see in the southern Movement and among
the masses of people to whose grievances it gives voice, signs
long evident and ignored in the North. At the mass meetings,
the effort is still made (though sometimes not) to say “white)

segregationist,” not just “the whites,” wﬁnger and bitterness

come pouring out. But in private_c'onversations, it is the man,
the white man, Mister Charlie, all-inclusive. The old plea, seldom
ever heeded, to the white Southerner to take each man on the
basis of his worth, and not his race, incredibly, surrealistically
keeps coming to mind in conversations with people of the Move-
ment. The possibilities for success of terrorism against whites
is a topic for informal discussion. Hatred often shows in eyes,
in words, deeds. That it is earned hatred is not theE)'int. It is
lamentable not so much in the light of the reality Negroes face,
but in the light of what the southern Movement first promised
and sought—which was a suggestion of a way out of all the
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trap of hostility and fear in the nation, and the world. The sug-
gestion may never have been realistic or even right, but it was
a mustering of will to try to find some new truth out of all the
old good truths that are preached in the Negro churches, and
the inability to muster such will for survival is one of the mod-
ern world’s most frightening characteristics.

A white tells himself after an encounter in the Movement
with reverse racism, “Well, it probably did him good to be able
to say that, and me to know how it feels.” But this would be a
pitiful and puny way for the Movement to end, the Movement
that marched the beautiful Negro people of the South to the
edge of something better than America has yet known, and let
them, and us along with them, see the Promised Land, and
begin to believe in our hearts that we could get there.

(We speak of the beautiful. There is so much we could
learn. I talked with a fat and creased-face Negro woman who
was housing white COFO volunteers in a little Mississippi town,
and she told me about her husband, how before he died, back
last year when he was sick, he had gone down to the mill and
gotten some scraps of beautiful cloth, yellow and red and orange
and green, and had brought them to her and told her to make
a quilt of them, so that when he was gone, she could spread it
on her bed, and when she got in it at night, she could think of
him. We can’t even talk about beauty like that. It embarras-
ses us.)

There are still many on both sides of the color line who have
not given up getting to the Promised LandW&ede
that, all along, the Movement ideal of non-violent, religious,)

Qedeeming love was better than America deserved, then we can

begin to realize that the amount of vitality still behind the
ideal among Negro Southerners is remarkable.

We can also begin to sort out the phenomena that fall short
of the ideal. John Lewis, the quiet, always polite, utterly fearless

_chairman of SNCC, made a much whispered-about speech in

the privacy ol the Winter reorganizafio iig which, in
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effect, said that whites were welcome but that the Movement
_“must be black controlled, dominated and Témr_e not
black, get back.) He tied this to “the fact that we are caught
up with a sense of destiny with the vast majority of colored
people all over the world who are becoming conscious of their
power and the role they must play in the world.”
Bayard Rustin makes the distinction between such identifica-
tion with Africa (Mr. Lewis and other SNCC leaders had re-
cently returned from a visit to Guinea) and black nationalism,
saying the former can be entirely healthy, and I recall a year
ago listening to Mr. Lewis tell two African visitors that SNCC
was as much against black nationalism as segregation, because
they meant the same thing.
Robert Moses in a speech a year ago put the identification
with Africa in a perspective that clarifies its meaning. He was
arguing that it is fallacious to_compare Negro Americans with
_other immigrant groups who have succeeded in the country.

The Negro American, he said, does not come from the European
,\Egr_r_gggg@ty and tends to identify with the African community.
_And neither America nor the world has progressed to the point

wheré theére is a_community big enough to include both. The

reason for this, he seemed to be saying, is white exclusiveness,
“white racism. Another Negro leader, on 4 miore éarthy level,
seemed to be getting at the same thing, chuckling as he did:
“We're still trying to figure out if the white man’s soul is worth
saving.”

It has also been suggested that what might on the surface
appear to be reverse racism in the Movement might in reality
be based on more pragmatic stratagems, part of the infighting
between distinct types in such an organization as SNCC, with
race irrelevant—in a sense, a manifestation of real integration.
Interestingly, whether significantly or by chance, the alignment
is often white women against Negro men.

Antagonisms were common between white Summer volun-
teers and the old-line Negro civil rights workers and, to a lesser
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degree, their followers. There was fear and resentment, the feel-
ing that better educated, more articulate whites were moving
in and taking over. “Look at those fly-by-night freedom fighters
bossing everybody around,” a SNCC veteran summed up the
feeling during Selma. The clash was more cultural than racial,
and all too human. Some of the northern whites probably were
insensitive to the beauty and strength of the Negro people with
whom they worked. Others, however, were overwhelmed by
these qualities, talking lovingly of them long after they got back
home, and, ironically familiar to a Southerner, expressing love
of the landscape and atmosphere and the soft, slurred speech of
the South itself.

August Meier, professor of history at Roosevelt University,
hasm_in a perceptive paper on the types of “true be-
lievers” in the Movement that the antagonisms are largely ones
of class and orientation. Broadly, this was, before the Mississippi
Summer, the resentment by lower class religious Negroes of the
South of middleclass and high-achieving Northerners with
beatnik, radical, and other intellectual orientations. He takes
some hope from the fact that during the Mississippi Sum-
mer another type of middle-class northern youngster was coming
into the Movement, one deeply committed to religious and na-
tional ideals, the same that motivate the lower class Negroes.

There is of course irony to the fact that it was this entrance
of the mainstream into the white wing of the Movement which
prompted the most widespread concern in the nation about in-
tellectual and political postures of the Movement. Such concern
would better have been expressed a few years earlier insofar
as the whites of the Movement are concerned. It is also worth
noting that after its single Summer of encounter with this main-
stream of white volunteers, SNCC moved to de-emphasize the
role of volunteers and of white staff members.

Class antagonism—the reaction of middle class Negroes to the
COFO and Delta Ministry bias against any but the poorest being
leaders—was, as much as anything else, behind a serious schism
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in the Greenville, Miss., Negro community during a May 1965
effort to get jobs integrated.

Racism remains the enemy. If it really does infiltrate the
southern Movement, the danger and damage will be far greater
than if Communists should. If we are really convinced of the
threat of either—racism or Communism—then our concern
should not be to punish and destroy, or to lop off the most
radical arm, but to find the ways to strengthen the Movement
against both. For these were our bravest and best Americans
trying to achieve overnight with action the goals of the bravest
and best of American thought. If we lose them, we have indeed
lost.

If these youth, as vital a part of the Movement as they have
been, do show signs of alienation so deep that they are in danger
of being hostile to all of America, we should be mainly worried
about why. It does no good to keep repeating that the answer is
to get rid of the evils in the South that have so alienated them.
We keep fighting to do that, and not without success.

We can’t just dismiss SNCC either, call it crazy or Communist,
and forget about it. For SNCC’s genius, from the sit-ins on, has
been to put its body where truth is.

In the middle of an obscene Fourth of July racist “patriotic
rally” in Atlanta last year, with Ross Barnett and George Wal-
lace inflaming a crowd of lower-class whites from all over the
South, SNCC sent into the grandstand full of hate a white girl
in company with three Negro men. The truth of the patriotism
and civilization there showed immediately as the crowd shrieked
and gangs of men attacked the three Negroes, beating them over
the head with heavy folded metal chairs. (SNCC was of course
criticized later for provoking the savagery of that mob.)

The truths that SNCC with its bodies seems to be seeking now
are in the realm of ideas. “Do I really want to be integrated into
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a burning house,” James Baldwin asked two years ago and we
whites have been talking about it ever since. SNCC, by hesitating
outside the door with its bodies, makes us do more than talk. It
forces us to try to come to grips with what Baldwin says. Are
we, indeed, a burning house?

A whole range of other ideas—from the frequently bewailed
way we have crippled representative government to the legacy
of McCarthyism—are similarly being translated by SNCC from
abstract to emotional understanding. On the campuses, such
high-flown concepts as academic freedom and the noble mean-
ing of a university are getting similar treatment.

In the past, the Movement was right in its moral position
on segregation, and its militants were right about the tactic of
direct action. SNCC and other elements of the Movement may
not be right at all about many of the political and social issues
they are raising. But the tactic seems as valid as ever if it forces
us to do more than talk about these issues, if it forces us to the
kind of emotional ynderstandings we must have if our thinking
is ever to be more than sterile. Desperately, our thinking needs to
ve creative and capable. Because things won’t ever be simple
again.
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Wil.iam F. Winte,
Candidacy

In the following statement is-
sued for release Wednesday,
State Treasurer William F. Wm-
ter announces his candidacy for
the office of Governor of the
State of Mississippi:

I take this occasion to an-

nounce to the people of Missis-.

sippi that I will be a candidate
for governor in the elections this
year.,

The decision to ask the citi-
zens of this stale to consider
me for the highest office in their
power to bestow was not hastily
made. It has been arrived at on-
ly after a careful assessment of

the conditions which now face’
'| that will come to grips with the

our state.

1 am. aware of the fact that
thousands of patriotic Mississip-
pians are concerned about what
the future holds for their state.
They are particularly concerned
about the kind of governor they
will have for the next four cru-
cial years,

Many citizens from all parts,

of the state have communicated
this concern to me and have
heen kind enough to inquire what
plans 1 have about seeking high-

For

er cﬁ m state govcrnment I
am making those plans known
today.

My decision to make this race
is based on two major consider-
ations. First, I believe that my
20 years in state government as
legislator, as tax collector and
as state treasurer have given
me the experience and the inti-
mate knowledge of government
at all levels thal specially quali-
fies me to meet the challenges
and responsibilities of this high
office. Sccondly, I believe that
the people of Mississippi will re-
spcnd to a campaign based on a
posilive,  affirmative program

needs of the state,

I have perceived in other state
wide campaigns that have taken
me into every county i the
state that the people have been
disappointed in politicians who
have based tlieir appeals or
mudslinging and unfounded ru
mors. I intend to wage a cam-
paign free of rancor, recrimina-
tion, and mudslinging. I believe
the dignily of ther high office ol
governor calls for such a cam-

s rae e
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Anpgggces

overnor

paign. ///7’/677

Durmg the course of my
judged on the basis of perfor-
mence 1n office rather than pro-
mises. And I am not gomng to
mislead the people by making
promises in this campaign that
(Continued on Page Five)
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career I have preferred to be’
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Williar Winfer—

. Continved from ¥Fage One)

T know can never be fulfilled.

In the campaign ahead, I am
not going to insult the intelii-
gence of the voters of this state
by misleading them about the
trials  and difficulties that lie
ahead. I am simply going to lay
the cards on the table and pre-
sent the facts as they are. After
that it will be up to the people
to decide where they want their
state to go.

What kind of leadership do the
people want in the governor's
office during the coming four
years? That will be the issue in
this campaign. It is a simple
chuice of responsible conserva-
tism versus reckless reaction —
of good government versus Sse-
cond-rate politics. Today, here
and now, I invite those in Mis-
sissippi who want conservative,
orderly, honest government to
jom with me to, achieve that
end. // /% (A *7

In makifig this campaign I am
miking the fight for Mississippi,
and for the good people in it

who want j0) see better days for
themselv particular-
ly for th¥ir childen: W

My family has been i~ M¥s-
sissippi for five gemerations. My
roots go deep in the soil of this
my native state. And I believe
that now -as never before our
state needs leadership that will
conserve the best in our way of
life as we stake out our claim
{o Mississippi’s share of the fu-
ture. More than that T believe
with all mvy heart that this can
be done without turning our peo-
ple over to those in and out of
the state whose fondest hope is
to see us saddled with reckless
and intemperate leadership in
the next four years.

If our children are ever to
realize the opportunities that
we know we can achisve for
them, our leadership must have
the vision and the courage to
make the right decisions. We
need a man in the governor’s of-
fice who will be guided by his
head and his heart instead of by
his emotions,

Honest errors can be tolerated
in any man, But Mississippi
simply cannot endure leadership
that carries us into blind alleys
ard confuses and disillusions our
people.

Oyr needs are great; our tax
resohrces v are .- limited.. To. a:

..ohioud..oun onds _in. the _future. ]
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ple over fo those in
the state whose fondest hope is
to see us saddled with reckless
and intemperate leadership in
the next four vears.

If our children are ever to
realize the opportunities that
we know we can achirve for
them, our leadership must have
the vision and the courage to
make the right decisiens. We
reed a man in the governor's of-
fice who will be guided by his
Yend and his heart instead of by
hiz emaotions,

Honest errors can be tolerated
in any mani But Mississippi
simply cannot endure leadership
that carries us into blind allevs
ard cenfuses and disillusions our
people.

OQur necds are great; our tax
resourees  ore lmmted. To  a-
chieve our cnds in the f{uture,
we must insist on fiscal inte-
grity. We must live within our
means, and we must cut waste
and ncfficiency everywhere that
we ean

Incustrv, busiress, and our
way of life cannot thrive in an
awr of anarchy, uproar and con-
fusion. If vou see fit to elect me,
I pledge vou that law and order
will prevail in every county of
the state.

Our mghts as a sovereion
state can onlv be maintained if
we meet our responsibilities
squarely and conscientiously
This we will do. .

As governor, I will not use
yonr state government as an
emnloyment agency to pay off
pelitical debts T shall bring into
nositions of public responsibility
thr most talented men and wo-
men ‘that we have A wvast
reseyrvorr of untapped talent lies
in the women of this state who
love Mississippi and who want
{o <ee it prosper,

The nolitical hombast of other
voars has largely ohscured some
of the critical problems we face
tndav  In the next few months I
shall he discussing them with
ven in every corner of the state

Teneeially  are  Mississippians
crrcerned abaut the serious cri-
sis which faces public education
in our state Our children are
being shortchanged by the long-
standing inadeauate suovort of
our schools and our teachers
and utter chaos is threatened

hv tho arhitrarv and unreason-
ahle demands of the Department
of Health, Education and Wel
fare in trying to take over and
run our local schools.

And our peoprle are congerned
ahout the need for 5 more ade-
auate hichway program, better
care and treatment of the phv-
sieallv  and mentallv ill. and
vastly stepped up research and
development that will bear di-
reetly  on providing better job
ornnrtunities and a better wav
of life. We need to conserve and
develon fullv our natural re-
sources, and we need to close
tha economic gap which separ-
ates the working peovle of Mis-
sigsinpi from those in the rest
of the nation.

Tn the campaion that les
ahoad, T shall recommend spe-
cifie prooreme in each of these
and other fields of concern to
the neanls of this state.

Fovefullv and with vour heln

1 support mv camopaion will

at the way a better day
f~r Mississinpi. for too long,

Missisisppi* hag--been- denied her-

vightful share of progress and
wrosperity. For too long our
<tate has been downgraded bv
those from without who have
tad no understanding of our peo-
~le or appreciation for our
state’s potential for greatness.
But there is a brighter day
ahead, If you love Mississinpi
and are concerned for her fu-
ture, 1 invite you to join with
me in this crusade to defend with
dignity the good name of our
state at the same time that we
claim a bettr ‘uture for our-
selves, our ¢ uren and *
ceeding generations,
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(UPI — Gubernatorial

candidate William Waller attaoked both the Ku Klux Klan
and militant Negro groups Tuesday and called for new state

laws banning the activities

advocates violence in Mississippi.

of any organization which

The Jackson district attorney told the Laurel Rotary Club!
the Klan had given the entire state a bad national reputation.

‘““These hooded cowards commit crimes of violence,
shout that they should not be'

prosecuted.

“They claim that Mississippi
custom and tradition protects
them from paying the penalty
for their crimes.

Waller, saying he took pride
in his conservatism, said the
issue was not beerahsm VvS.
conservatism but ‘“‘one of law
and order, nothing more and
nothing less.”

He called for stronger laws
on sedition, insurrection and
"on threats to the judicial
process which would “ban the
activities of groups like the
White Knights and the Black
Panthers.”

The White Knights has been
identified by the FBI as one of
the most militant Klan groups
in Mississippi. Several of its
alleged leaders, including

' Imperial Wizard Sam Bowers
. Jr., are residents of the Lau-
rel area.

The Black Panthers is a mili-
tant Negro organization.

“Is Mississippi -going to he
governed by its state laws, or
is it going to be ruled by a
small clutch of fanatics who
hold themselves above the
law?” Waller asked.

‘“Are we to be a state where
a bomb under the hood of a
car, .or a cross burning on a
lawn, or a rabble-rouser at a
cml rights rally, replaces the
law of our courts?”’

"He said the Klan did not
represent white Mississippians
while civil rights militants like
Stokely Carmichael ‘‘do not
speak for black Mississippi —
he speaks only for lawlessness
and violence.”

_ ‘Waller charged the Klan
L ‘now has triggermen wvery

then,

much like the infamous Mur-
der Incorporated of the Mafia.,

They receive and accept or

ders to kill.

“Some fragments of the
Klan, according to rehable|
pohce reports, have becomei‘
completely irrational. They
are uncontrollable and ca'pa-I
ble of mdw-idual and mass?
murder.”

Waller said Klan member- |
ship was relatively small in
the state, probably fewer than
1,000, 'but charged the Klan
had »managed to ‘“‘shape the
reputation of Mississippi be-
fore the world, and through
fear, rules with a power far
beyond its strength in num-
ber“ " !

“Yet, the Ku Klux Klan 18|
not alone to blame. The work
of these secret groups is pro-
tected by our silence. Their
success is magnified by our
fear.

“Our children have the right
to be protected from the ex-
tremism of Stokely Carmi-
chael and the right to be
protected from the hooded
cowards.”

Waller commended the ef-
forts by Gov. Paul Johnson
and the Highway Patrol to
keep law and order, but urged
all citizens to ‘‘stand up and
be counted.”

Waller served as prosecut-
ing attorney in the two mur-
der trials of Byron De La
Beckwith, accused slayer of
Negro leader Medgar Evers in
1963. Both trials ended in hung
juries and Beckwith, now free
on bond, is a candidate for
lieutenant governor in the 1967
elections, ‘
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JACKSON, Miss.—Iollow-
fng Gov. TLurleen Wallace's
incendiary speech announc-
ing her takeover of the Ala-
bama public school system,
DMississippi's  Gov. Paul
Johnson immediately came
under pressure from State
legislators to do the same
here.

Johnson, whose air of cau-
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b allace  and otner’ cham-
plons of whife supremacy, )
ol In an overt racial con-

« feal him in the all-importent

run-off.

Accordingly, Winter can
_be expected in the three-
monlth campaizn  ahead _to
invoke the name of George

.

\\'allaco and other cham-"—

text but in the context of
states’ rights and local au-

tious respectability is in ~ - sl e tonomy.
sharp contrast to George Novak Evans Only in that way can he

Wallace's political flamboy-
ance, flatly refused. DMissis-
sippi, he said, has a differ-
ent school system than Ala-
bama.

Butl the real reason John-
son hasn’t played that game
in Mississippi is quite dif-
ferent. The real reason goes
to the Tearl of the civil
rights policy he has pursued
in his term as Governor, It
also goes to his decp con-
cern that this policy not be
changed by his successor,
who will be elected later
this year' Former Gov. Ross
Barnett, Rep. John Bell Wil-
liams, or State Treasurer
William Winter.

Gov. Johnson’s race policy

can_be sum

W
'\W,c;,r%i__s_ﬂ.en&_w
f he talked out on race,”

says one politician here,
“the whole state might go
up in flames. So Paul's just
kept quiet, and it’s worked
pretty good.”

It is precisely for that rea-
son that, for the first time
in post-Civil War Mississippi
history, the race issue as
such has not been men-
tioned in the campaign thus
far by the three lcading
prospects to succeed John-
son. It’s here, of course, ev-
erywhere—but it's out of
sight, submerged like a sub-
marine, and Johnson wants
to keep it that way even if it
means his own involvement
in the campaign to succeed
him.

JOHNSON CAN'T run for
re-election himself, and he
has passed the word to his
own political camp that he’s
not going to take sides in
the campaign—unless Bar-
nett, Winter, or Williams
(who lost his Party scniority
in the House by backing
Barry Goldwater in the 1064

L))_iwmer, but he’s
niot cut from the Barnett-
Williams cloth, either, He
held what used to be the
highest-paying political job
in the countiy.

As State tax collector, he
made a legal percentage of
the total State Tax take,
which put him in the six-
figure income bracket and
enabled him to salt away a
tidy sum which is now the
basis of his wellfinanced
campaign kitty.

Winter himself abolished
his old job and is now State

Treasurer, fe's surrounding

himself with one of the best

campaign st&Ife ever collect-
ed here, mcludlng one_ of

Johnsons {op men — Gene

CTTiggs — who resigned his

State job to help elect Win-
ter.

Another recruit is Jack
Pittman, who headed John-
son’s youth division in John-
son’s successful 1963 cam-
paign,

But Winter’'s real boost
came when John Bell Wil

< 1iams entered the race With

Willlams taking votes from

Barnett, Wmter is certain to

survive the Aug. 8 primary

and go info the run-off pri-

mary of Aug. 29 against ei-
ther Williams or Barnett.

BUT WI\ITER also has a
potentially kil R
If Williams or Barnett who
was Governor at the tlme of
the fatal 1962 riot at Oxford

when Negro James Meredith ,

was registered at the

University of Mississippi, .

can attach the label of racial
moderate on Winter, he

could find himself buried *

under an avalanche of white
votes in the run-off primary.
Thus Winter’'s effort to

convmce the back-country

whites “up on the creek

_banks,” where Mississippi |
“elections are decided, that

he is free of the tamt of

racial moderalion, . That's

’

the way it has to be in the
convoluted politics of a
State trying to edge its way
inio a bi-racial society while
no one is loolunU

rater 4 round up_the 175,000 Negra >

presidential election) begin m&z
to campaign on the race registered Negroes in the
issue. State’s  history, must be
Despite Johnson’s protes- handled with e\tlaordmg_y/‘
tations ol neufrality, it 1s>¢Subflety. If Winfer comes
(Cwidely assumed here_that out of the first primary with
his Tavorite is william Win-7 a solid Negro v¢ ote, that very

(ter. Winfer is no while.— fact w will almost surely de-




A Address by Claude isay, President of the M1551551; . AFL-CIO {;;//;Zt'

To the NDEA Instltute in History, University of Mississippi, July 14, 1966

éhuﬁalgﬁl Organized Labor and Politics in Mississippi ’:;j%kr,,ﬂ

When I accepted Doctor Baylen's invitation to address you a few months ago I

assumed the subject matter would be rather easy to deal with. After accepting the in-
vitation, however, I discovered that I had taken on quite an assignment. Our subject
yesterday was relatively easy compared to our topic today.

Politics in Mississippi for the past one hundred years has been a rather com-
plicated affair. When organized labor and the Negro are added, it becomes slightly
more than complicated. Yesterday we briefly reviewed the history of organized labor
in the United States so that you would more fully understand our problems in Mississippi.
Today I propose to take the same approach. We will briefly touch the National scene
and then, to the best of my ability, review the situation at the State level.

The American Labor Movement learned early that many of its objectives could not

be attained at the bargaining table. Many of these objectives required Legislative

action. From experience, organized labor had also learned that many of its hard won
gains at the bargaining table could be taken away by one stroke of the legislative pen.
This meant, as a matter of necessity, that Labor had to become active in politics.

For years the American Federation of Labor tried to stand aloof from the politi-
cal arena, Samuel Gompers felt that an active lobby in Washington would suffice.
ihis #t*.tude almost proved fatal; lobbying had little effect on members of Congress
who had been elected by enemies of the labor movement.

In 1890, Congress passed the Sherman Anti-Trust AcE: This Act, supposedly, was

S m————
designed to hold down and control monopolies in the business community. The Act had

not been ¢n the statute books long, however, when its full force was brought to bear

_against trade unions. For twenty long years the American Labor Movement was harassed

Sp—

and persecuted with this law. Millions of dollars were spent in the courts and many

unions were destroyed during this period. Finally, in 1914, Congress passed the

Clayton Act which clearly stated, and I quote, "The labor of a human being is not a

commodity or article of commerce." Even though the Clayton Act removed organized

<

labor from the clutches of the Anti-Trust Act, progress was slow for the next twenty
years .

During most of this period the Nation was on a superficial binge. It was to take
a great depression and thousands of people out of work before the Nation was to come
to its senses. As I advised you yesterday, {rgifrthirteen years old when the dg:’

pression came and have a vivid memory of those dark days during the history of this

I

<«
country .
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When Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected President in 1932, a Congress committed
to social reform was also elected. The Nation was on the verge of revolt and it was
very apparent that something had to be done. During Roosevelt's first and second terms
in office, Congress passed a steady stream of legislative acts designed to not only get
America back on its feet but to also prevent any more disasters such as what occurred
in 1929. Mast of this legislation had long been advocated by the American Labor Movement.
Briefly, I would like to review a few of those measures with you and attempt to show
what they mean to the American people.
The economy of this state and of the Nation is dependent, to a large degree,
upon the purchasing power of the work force. Many of the New Deal measures were design-

ed to stabilize and ghore up that purchasing power. The Wagner Act or Natimal Labor

Relations Act passed in 1935 gave labor a legal right to organize. This Act estab-

lished a National policy of encouraging the collective bargaining process and set
up certain safeguards for working people who wished to organize. As a result, we
have over 17 million organized workers in the United States today who are covered by
labor agreements. Wages and other conditions are nailed down by contract. This means
that employers can not cut wages when a depression appears on the horizon.

The Fair Labor Standard Act or Minimum Wage puts a floor under wages for most

Eannm

workers who work in industries dealing in interstate commerce. This law has a

stabilizing effect, for it also prevents wage reductions below the minimum in unor-

ganized industries.

The Employment Security Act provides unemployment insurance for workers who
O e

=~

are thrown out of work by no fault of their own. This Act provides them with some
income whereby he can purchase the necessities of life.
The Social Security Act provides purchasing power for the retired workers and

«

keeps them from becoming wards of society. Recent amendments also provide hospital

and medical care.

Added together, all of these things have done much to stabilize the economy.
In my opinion they prevented at least two depressions in the Fifties during the
Eisenhower Administration. Obviously, many of the programs initiated by Presidents
Kennedy and Johnson are designed to further improve the programs began by F.D.R.

Beginning in 1932, organized labor had a 15-year period of unparalleled suc-

>

cess. More workers were organized than during any period, and many of Labor's

P S

legislative goals were attained. Tough days were ahead however, for an anti-labor

~—

‘ngpgress was elected in 1946. This Congress, in 1947, went to work immediately on

— TN
the National Labor Relations Act. When the smoke cleared, labor had received a set
N~
back in the form of the Taft-Hartley Act. This Act removed many of the protective

S
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measures of the old Wagner act and opened the door to Pandora s box by adding a new

section, commonly known as 14-B. This section of the law is responsible for so-called

e, e ——
"Right to Work" laws in 19 states. Mississippi,naturally, is one of those states.

v
Taft-Hartley was a signal to the labor movement that its efforts had to be re-

doubled in the political arena. Even so, things did not move in the right direction

o

until after the merger of the AFL and CIO in 1955, In 1955, the AFL-CIO formed the

(e

Committee on Political Education. This, the political arm of the AFL-CIO, probably

lmade the difference in President Kennedy's election in 1960 and certainly had much

to do with the election of a friendly Congress that year. COPE had much to do with
providing President Johnson with his landslide victory in 1964 and helped elect the
most liberal Congress since 1932, COPE is presently working overtime to keep that

majority intact in this off year election.

In view of the tremendous victory in 1964, organized labor had every reason to
believe that Section 14-B of the Taft-Hartley Act would be repealed. As everyone
knows, the House passed the repealer last year but a filibuster prevented it from
being voted on in the Senate. Senator Eastland of this state certainly didn’t en-
dear himself with the members of my organization when he heiped conduct that fili-
buster.

Having briefly touched the National picture, I will now attempt to review the

S R o o
S T P . . . . .
Mississi itical situation from Labor's point of view.
Mississippi has the lowest per capita income of any state in the Nation. No
—_— R
state gains more by an increase in the minimum wage than does cur state; yet our
‘- ~ 7 e

Congressional delegation consistently votes against minimum wage increases.

[

Qur school teachers are the lowest paid of any state. We spend a larger per-

centage of our tax dollar for education than do many states,yet we spend less on

each pupil than any state. No state benefits more from Federal Aid to Education

than does Mississippi, yet our two Senators and our five Congressmen consistently
g
——

vote against Federal Aid to Education.

We have a larger percentage of people on the Social Security rolls than many

[ .

states. Yet, our Congressional delegation consistently votes against improvements
< e

to this A&T.

We have over fifty five thousand AFL-CIO members residing in Mississippi. ;ﬂbffi

T

the House of Representatives voted to repeal Section 14-B of the Taft-Hartley Act,

S—

all five voted against repeal and, as 1 have already stated, Senator Eastland helped

3

carry on a filibuster that prevented the Senate from voting.
*W

You may well ask yourself as I have, who do these people represent in the Congress

"

of the United States? rlt certainly isn't the poor workers,zﬁe school teachers, the

retired people or the union people. When you total up the groups just mentioned, you
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come up with a vast majority of the people who live and work in this state. How and

why is this possible? I hope to answer that question later on in my remarks.

In 1959, the organization I represent warned the people of Mississippi what would
L S ————————

happeh‘if Ross Barnett was elected Governor. The record speaks for itself. Barnett's

Administration will go down in history as one of the worst ever, Our predictions were
far short of what actually happened.
When the legislature convened in Jackson in January of 1960, we had one of the

\N
best Workmen‘’s Compensation laws of any state. When it left town six months later, we
N\

had one of the worst. When Barnett was elected Governor we had a fairly progressive

tax system. He and the legislature changed it to one of the worst. A windfall of 18
/N_‘ _—_’-————_'ﬁ_-—*?
or 20 million dollars per biennium was handed to corporations and the wealthy in the

form of tax reductions. In 1960, the state had 35 million dollars in surplus funds.

Two years later the state was broke. In 1962, this same Governor and this same legis-

lature raised the sales tax to balance the budget. In a period of two years, the cost

e -

of state government was shifted from the backs of those best able to pay to the backs

of those least able to pay.

When Barnett was elected Governor we had a so-called "Right to Work" law on the

T

statute books. As payment to some of his financial supporters, he initiated a move

~~

to make this law a part of the Constitution. The object, of course, was to make it

more difficult to repeal. As long as this law was a simple legislative act, any
session of the legislature could repeal it by a majority vote of both Houses. Barnett
and his cohorts knew that this would be done as soocn as the people reaitized what
"Right to Work" was all about,

’22”1292; at the endégf the second regular session of the legislature, Barnett’s

stock was at an all time low. Any one associated with his Administration was thought

——

e

to be dead politically for all time to come. This was not to be, however, for a young
h—-\"
Negro by the name of James Meridith gave Barnett an out. When the Courts ordered
Y—-—-——q. N ————
Meridith’s admission to this University, Barnett and the people around him saw this
—_

as an opportunity to create a diversion and in so doing to get the people’s minds

~

——

on something other than his putrid Administration.

Use it he did. He came close to ruining this University and almost wrecked the

state, but he got the people’s minds on something other than the Capitol in Jackson.

In spite of Senator Robert Kennedy's recent exposure of Barnett's double-dealing in

this situation, we must worry today over the prospect of this man being Governor again.
After reviewing the deplorable voting record of the Mississippi Congressional

delegation, the Barnett Administration and the Mississippi Legislature, the Mississippi

(%

AFL-CIO decided in the fall of 1960 that the time was overdue for Labor to initiate a _

concerted political action program in our state. Consequently, in a special convention,
x
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the organization adopted a Program of Progress." This proyram spelled out our legis-
f -

lative goals and levied an assessment of $1.50 per member per year with which to finance ?

the program. In reality, the program is simple. It concentrates on voter registration,

voter education and communication with the rank and file. The assessment provided the
/M—.———‘

necessary funds to purchase an addressograph system and other needed equipment. This
O e peregaem.

equipment was purchased in 1961. By the fall of 1963, we had approximately twenty five
~— T Y

thousand names and addresses on addressograph plates. In the meantime the legislature
Lo g
was reapportioned, giving the industrial counties more representation in that body.

T

When our "Program of Progress" was adopted in 1961, the Hederman press in Jackson

& ~

branded it as an attempt by organized labor to take over our state government. I want

!
|
;

to read you the eighteen legislative goals of that program; and let you decide whether

or not we have the interest of our state at heart. The eighteen points are as follows:
l. Establish a State Department of Labor
2. Reapportion State Legislature
3. Increase Workmen's Compensation

4, Provide State Quaranteed Loans for Coilege Education
to Qualified High School Graduates

5. Increase Unempioyment Insurance

6. Revise Mississippi Tax Laws

7. Enact State Davis-Bacon Prevailing Wage Law

8. Change Primary Elections from Tuesdays to Saturdays
9. Enact Temporary Disability Insurance Law

10. Raise Saila:ies ¢f Mississippi Schaool Teachers up to Average for
Southern States

11. Enact Comprehensive Child Labor Laws
12. Enact State Civil Service Law to Cover all State Employees
13. Qualify Women as Jurors or: Equal Basis with Men

14, Increase Maximum Amounts of Assistance to the Aged and to the
Permanently and Totally Disabled

15. Amend State Censtitution to Provide Initiative Referendum Procedures
16. Enact State Fair Laber Standards Act

17. Amend State Constitution to Eiiminate Poll Tax Payments as
f »quirement to Qualify to Vote

18. Enact Law Requiring Equal Pay to Women for Work Equal to that
Done by Men

As you will note, not one point of this program is designed to help union members only.

Our program is designed to uplift the state as a whole - our enemies to the contrary.

Our political action program is built around fourteen Central Labor Councils

IR

P

throﬁghout the state. These organizations represent AFL-CIO local unions at the county

“Ho
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and city level. Most of them have several counties under their jurisdiction. Represen-
N
tatives of these organizations interview candidates who are running for city or county
———

e e emsen———

offices. They check voting records of members of the legislature and make recommenda-
-

tions to the membership based upon their findings. Using our mailing equipment, we at

the state office make this information available to the indjvidual member. This is the
w

thing that disturbs the Hederman press; they are afraid of an informed electorate.
e

This system and our equipment was used in the elections of 1963. Our efforts,

along with reapportionment, has brought a small degree of change to the legislature,

Wemma——

This is especially true in the Senate. Even so, there is still much room for improv
—— N o~ ——

We mark progress in this state by the lack of damage done, not by progressive

legislation adopted. This is due primarily to the fact that the legislature, as

presently constituted, is not a truly representative body. It is due in part to the

archaic rules that govern the assembly. It is due in part to the method of selecting
—~— [ ~ i -

the Speaker of the House of Representatives and is especially true in the method of

TN N

selecting committees and committee chairmen. Contrary to the belief of many, the

Governor is not the most powerful man in Mississippi. The most powerful man in this

PR———

state is the Speaker of the House of Representatives. He appoints all committees and
ﬁ..——-//i =

committee chairmen in the House and by virtue of this fact has a stranglehold on
e

legislation considered by that body. Yet, this man answers to only a few thousand

et et i e,

people in his district. The school teachers of this state found out how powerful this
N—

—

e h

man was during the recent session of the legislature when he blocked for months their

efforts to secure a pay increase.

The Senate, on the other hand, is much more responsive to the wishes of the people,

e

In my opinion, this can be attributed to two factors. This body is more properly

PR,

apportioned than the House and the presiding officer, the Lieutenant Governor, is

/ I e e e e
elected state-at-large. The Senate provides us with hope for the future. It seems

reasonable to assume that considerable progress will be made when both Houses are pro-
perly apportioned.

In a negative sort of way, the Negro has dominated Mississippi politics for many

yea"rsm Instead of running for or against issues affecting the economic welfare of
the people, most candidates have been elected on their ability to use the race issue.

The reason for this of course centers around the fact that very few Negroes were
S —
allowed to use the ballot. For years we had the most stringent voter qualification

o~

laws of any state in the Nation. These laws, supposedly, were designed to keep the

Negro from voting. In actuality, they kept the number of qualified voters down to a

bare minimum.

1
;
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A few years ago I read a report issued by the American Heritage Foundation which

disclosed that Mississippi had the lowest percentage of people of voting age who were

qualified to vote of any state in the Nation. These figures disclosed that only twenty

five percent were qualified. At that time, only five percent of the Negroes were
qualified. This means that at that time only twenty percent of the whites of voting
age were qualified. To me this explains the election of people like Ross Barnett. It
also explains the deplorable voting record of our Congressional delegation. Why should
they worry about such things as minimum wage, education, social security and organized
labor when a great majority of these people affected were not qualified to vote.
Without question, the system of government in these United States is the best
yet devised by man. While our two major political parties leave much to be desired,
their very existence has brought stability to our government down through the years.

In reviewing the political history of our state, it is necessary in my opinion to

S—

acknowledge that many of our present day problems stem from the absence of a two-party
‘/,,—’——-’w B

system. This began in 1890 when James K.,Vardaman first established the "Closed
.
Society." Vardaman's ideas were actually a closed political system that excluded

e

Negroes from the polling place and at the same time eliminated the Republican Party

from the state. For over seventy years Varcamarls ideas prevailed. They prevailed,

in large part, because the Republican Party was Lincoln’s Party and any one who even

thought about voting Republican was branded as a traitor to the state and to the South,
During Franklin D. Roosevelt's second term, cracks began to appear in the one-

party Democratic South. When Roosevelt was first elected in 1932, he received a

vast majority of the Southern vote, including those in Mississippi. The same thing

occurred four years later but at the end of his second term, voices of dissent were

beginning to be heard. The reason for this dissent was simple, Roosevelt was showing

concern for the plight of the American Negro. Harry Truman continued Roosevelt's

policies when he took over after FDR's death in 1945 and, as a result, Mississippi
— ~— e e e

and several other states bolted the Democratic Party in 1948. As we all know the

I
third party movement of that year was designed to prevent Truman’s election. The

<:::§EE;1e behind this movement felt Truman had to have the South to win. He proved them

wrong and things have never been the same since.

The abortion of 1948 brought forth a strange political creature. He has been

~ ————

called a Dixiecrat by many but I prefer to call him a Republicrat. He is elected as

a Democrat, accumulates seniority and receives committee assignments as a Democrat
vet he is seldom loyal to the National Democratic Party. He consistently votes with
the Republicans in Congress and several have even supported the nominees of the

Republican Party in Presidential elections.

.7-




In 1960, several of our nepublicrats supported Barnett's _.ppledged electors'’

scheme and helped throw our elec own the drain. In so doing, they helped

to create a Frankenstein which has already eliminated one of their members and will

probably retire several more in the near future.

/4’1964, a man riding a white horse from out of the west, by the name of Barry
‘\—-s..‘_._._“

Goldwater, carried the state by a lopsided majority. Goldwater, the Republican

T ——

nominee, was to be the beneficiary of the political climate that began in 1948.

Lyndon Johnson, the first man from the South to occupy the White House in a hundred

——

years, received only 13 percent of the total vote cast in Mississippi. I can assure

———

you, being a part of that 13¥ was quite an experience.
Lyndon Johnson's poor showing can be attributed in a large part to the fact

that our entire Congressional delegation sat on their hands. They found themselves

in a trap of their own making and were afraid to identify themselves with the National

Democratic Party.

I consider myself a Democrat of the Roosevelt persuas1onL(zg;_l_ggniend_ihat,d

e —
a bonafide Republican Party is badly needed in our state. As a matter of fact, I will

o

go one step further and say that the aims and objectives of the National Democratic

Party can best be served in Mississippi with the establishment of a Republican Party.

To carry this theory a little further, I suggest that most of the Democratic Party
]

office holders in Mississippi should belong to the Republican Party. The voting

record of our Congressional delegation certainly indicates that these people are

affiliated with the wrong party. What may I ask, outside of party label, is the
L ——————

difference between Jim Eastland and Prentiss Walker? Eastland has been in office

—

longer than Walker, has voted with the Republican Party consistently, yet Walker is

out to replace him in the Senate. Eastland is a good example of one of the glaring

U

weaknesses of our system, the lack of party responsibility. If people like Eastland

can’t support the platform and nominess of the National party, they have no right to
positions of power within that party. 3

The gubernatorial election in 1994/marked the end to a one party system in the

state of Mississippi. Rubel Phillips may never be Governor of this state but I predict
——-‘—_-__——_ .—\——-——w

he will hav€ a place in Mississippi history. When Phillips received almost forty
I .

percent of the vote in that election, EE“3i5Ezggdg_ggg_gggiy.sysiem\in our state from
m by F'—-_‘.__‘\

that point on. The Goldwater vote in the Presidential election a year later further
e e —, B —— )

established this fact. After generations of voting the straight Democratic ticket,
\___.W

no matter who the candidate, the people of this state finally decided they could vote

Republican without becoming contaminated. \EX‘T?jor concern at this time centers around

the fact that we are now in danger of becoming a one party Republican state. As I view

-8-




the situation, Organized Labor and the newly enfranchised Negroes are the only forces

-

around to prevent it from happening.

Since the debacle of 1964, I, along with a number of other people, have spent

<.

considerable time in attempting to rebuild the Democratic Party in the state. As of

this date, little fruit has resulted from these efforts. Our major accomplishment up

pa———

to this point has been with the Young Democrat Clubs of America. The National o =
ization finally granted a charter to a bi-racial group that is pledged to the National

Party.

It appears that the Mississippi Democratic Party is going to have to suffer several

more defeats before it is willing to reorganize along the same lines. As I have
v-‘,___.‘—’

pointed out to the National Democratic Committee, the Republican Party in Mississippi
Adeh T
is well organized and well financed. This means the Republicans are going to have much

—

W . .
© more political success in the near future than the Democrats, unless the Democrats also

organize.

In final analysis it can be said that Organized Labor, the Republican Party and
the Negro will play important roles in Mississippi politics in the near future, or so
I predict. Several factors prompt me to make this statement. Our state has already
modified its registration laws and the poll tax is out of the picture. These things
were done, of course, as a result of pressure from Washington. The fact remains, we
now have liberal registration laws.

Instead of twenty five percent, we should have seventy five percent of the people

D
of voting age registered in the near future. This means that the politicians of this

state will have to be more responsive to the needs of the people or face defeat.

As already stated,the Negro has played a negative role in Mississippi politics

for many years. Instead of a negative role, he will be playing a positive one in the

near future. We in the AFL-CIO intend to see that he does play a positive role.
| I ——— e ——

Iwenty six counties in Mississippi have a Negro population majority. Many of

Yoy

Labor’s worst enemies in the Mississippi Legislature live in these counties. We have
~

very few members residing in these counties; if these people are removed from office,

it will have to be done with the Negro vote. To a large degree our leqislativeAQ;ggfgm

is dependent upon our ability to form political alliance gi;h,ihese_pgggli. This we

e e

are trying to do. The enemies of the labor movement in this state know this and are
working overtime to keep it from coming about. These enemies can be found in both the

white and Negro communities.

For years we have been doing battle with the "Radical Right" in this state. Today

we are faced with a similar problem from the "Radical Left" that has attached itself to

the Negro community., We intend to meet this challenge also. As I stated yesterday,

e e e rennn

the AFL-CIO has always resisted any group or element that would subvert our system of
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government. We intend to continue that policy in Mississippi.

Ninetyagiﬂgggggcent of the Negroes in this state are working people. They have

RS

PRGNS

a direct interest in such things as minimum wage, aid to education, social security

J—
<§Pd other phases of our legislative program. Working with such groups as the Voter

Registration and Education League and the League of Women Voters, we intend to do

our best to politically educate these new voters. We certainly intend to provide them

-

with the record of those office holders who have consistently voted against the welfare

of the people of this state.

As 1 stated yesterday, we are making considerable progress in the field of
‘_____._—-—"‘_-‘\ ~——

e

organization. Within the next few years we expect to add several more thousand mem-
[

S ———
bers to our ranks. Using our mailing system, we hope to be able to politically

T

educate these new members as well as the ones already organized. If our educational

J—
efforts are successful and if we are able to form political alliance with thf4§3259~——:>

and other liberal forces in the state, we will have a new day in Mississippi.

Certainly, we have some tough days ahead of us. It will take a lot of doing to

bring a semblance of political stability to Mississippi, but I am convinced that it

can and will be done. Within the next few years the "race issue"” should recede into

the background. When this happens the Unpledged Democrats and the Freedom Democrats
will be forced to join one of the major political parties. With a two-party system
in operation, people will then begin to vote for candidates who identify with their
own economic interest.

All of you have a stake in the final outcome. I welcome you to join with us

1  naking this state a better place in which to live.

-10-




WIAT HAPPENK.D WITH

The Young Democrats have gotten toét{her -
after their big split three weeks ago at the -
Hotel Heidelberg convention. This is of -
spaecial :‘Lnteres‘g; and :impdrtance to Mississippi
politics sin.ce‘ i}arlic;cref"cic Party affairs-in
the stat}e are l‘to‘he big éuestion ma:rk, While
the coili%ion(Youné Pemocrat group is now
certain t:; get the official charter from the
Young Der.cratic Clubs of America (the offi-
cial youth sectiin of the National Democratic
Party), no one knows what will happen with
Mississirmi®s acult Democrats. The Freedom
Democratic Party at the Atlantic City nationw
al convertion last August suceésfully brought
. into question ths regular Democ¢ratic Party,
resulting in FIP's getting two seats and the
requirement that all states desegregate their
part.ies ( to be enforced by a committee head-
ed by former Pennsylvania governor David
Lawrence)., In addition, FIP has gained
great suroort notionally for its challenge
to the Ccngressional seats of Mississippi®s
five Reprosentatives, on the basis that
their elections were illegal since Negroes
were denicd the right to vote, The recent
voting bill is based on the cxact same
conclusicn, as sre numerous court decisions,
and find' gs by the U,S, Department of
Justice and the Civil Rights Commission.

F/ iz - Pobler ot

THE YOUNG

Neworbr MYT 717/
One of the challenged Congressmén «~ John-

DEMOCRATS,? ___~

Bell Williams, has called upon Govecnor -
Johnson to convenel the épocial comrittce
called for by the regular Tomocratic Party
convention to map out a future for ihe regular
party. Governor Johnson is refusinrg to call
this committee because he is afraid that the
committee will recommend that the regular
Democrats (white supremacist, right-wing
racists) join up with the I~ﬁssiséippi Repub-
lican party, the§eby hurting the reguler b

Democrats? chances with the National Demoerats

- who could vote out of Congress those five

Representatives.,

On the ‘Mississippi level, the hard fact
remains fh;%“%he'ﬁébpie' who support tho |
national Democratic Party WHO ARE RIGISTERED
are very fow, Remémbef that about 804 of the
voters in Mississippi voted for the Republican
candidates Goldwater (Wido voted against the
Civil Rights bill)., Therefore, since there

are so fer liberals (or even modcrates) in

. Mississippi, it might be good for them to

. stick together to pool their strength to

fight the racists. 1In addition, history
shows that the white racists try to divide
Nogroos agninst themselves in order to

weaken their political strength. Arother

good reason for working {:ogether, is that

!

L




k
i

man, young white people want to be part of
something worthwhile, Their parents have
notting to offer but Confederate treason or
cowardly silence., And since it is still too
wpacical” to join a civil rights group, the
Young Democrats provide the way for white
yow:g people to finally help bring about
progress. Perhaps the most dramatic fact
about the Young Democrats is Negro Leader=
ship. Never before in the Deep South has an
official Democratic Party unit been actually
7 led vy Negroes. 12 of the 17 YD officers are
Neguo, led by Cleveland Donald, Jr., one of
the first Negroes to attend 0le Miss., Co-
Chai»rman with Mr. Donald is Hodding Carter III,
editor of the Dolta Democrat Times. 1st Vice

Cha‘ rman is Bob Smith, National Committeeman
is uttorney L., H. Rosenthal, National Come
mitt cewoman -~ Joyce Brownj; 3rd Vice Chair-
man > Everett Sanders; 4th Distriet Chairmaan
= Ardrew Iee Green; and 5th District Chair-
man ~ Doug Smith., The Young Democrats were
first organized after the Freedom School
Convontion last summer, but failed twice to
get the charter, due to the same opposition
thet FDP faces. The Democratic Party
National Committee sent AFL-CIO®s Claude
Ramzay and NAACP's Charles Evers to speak
against granting a charter, since the ID

i " group.was too liberal, Movement, and Negro.. ..

However, S.ICC's Eonter Morcy continued the

work -of building the Young Deuocrats,
attempting to get the "moderates? to
honestly j~in in, and not cortinue to fight
the work. This sectarianism or exclusiveness.
illustrates itself in the Mississippi Democra=
tic Conferonce, which was organized by the
NAACP and the AFIL-CIO to control National
Democratic Party affairs in lfississippi .

while keering thc FIP out, /Lt the Young
Democrats convertion, lhe Ole Miss - NAACP
group wall'ed out when it no longer had a' -
majority vote, alter illegilly changing the .
agenda and electing a clate ¢ officers
(without having a Constitutica) ezclusively
from their own group. But tho Bob Smith

group immcdiately started to work to get the
two groups togellier. They elected some of

the other side to their slatn, sent peace
committees, and top officers agreed to resign
if reunion was agreed to, Thls work, in which
several FI? membors played inportant roles,
finally rcsulted in a vnified Young Democrats,
The challcnge of bringing prczress to Mississee
ippi will »rovid> more than cnough work to

keep the group busy., Anyono loyal to the
principles and goals of the llational Democratic
Party can join-ths various lccal clubs or start
new ones waere n-he exist. .

. by-R. Hunter Morey
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THE VOTING RECORD OF THE CHALLENGED

CONGRESSMEN FROM MISSISSIPPI

The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party is challenging the constitutional
validity of the elections which returned the five Mississippi Congressmen
to the House of Representatives in 1964. One of these Congressmen,
Prentiss Walker, is a Republican without previous experience in the House.
Walker defeated long-time Democratic Congressman Arthur Winstead in

—the November general election. He celebrated his victory Tor the party

of Abraham Lincoln by making his first public appearance after the
election before the Americans for the Preservation of the White Race
in Brandon, Mississippi, on November 24, 196k. APWR is a white
raclst-terrorist organization which was organized to suppress by force
and violence the civil rights activities of Mississippi Negroes.

There is no past legislative record upon which can be based an estimation
of what Walker's being accepted by the House of Representatives as a bona-
fide Congressman might mean for future legislation. However, if his

first public appearance means anything, it may very well be that

Walker will develop for the Republican Party the same kind of racist

image which has disgraced the Southern Dembcratic Party during the

past 100 years.

There is a considerable background of legislative experience on the
other four challenged Congressmen, from which can be drawn quite
dependable inferences about their future course if they are seated.

They are all Democrats, and each occupies committee positions of
eonsiderable importance.

Thomas G. Abernethy, lst District, is from Okolona, Miss. He is 61
years 6f age and has been in the Houbse since 1942--22 years. He is
fifth ih senlority below the Chairman on the House Agriculture Committee,
(This committee handles matters of agriculture and forestry in general;
farm credit And security, trop insurance, soil eonservation and frural
electrification). Abernethy is third below the chairman on the

cotton subcommittee; first below the chairman on the dairy subcommittee;
first below the chairman on the poultry subcommittee; fourth below

the chairman on the Special Subcommittee on Departmental Oversight and
Consumer Relations; and chairman of the Special Subcommittee on

Research and Extension. Abernethy is also first below the chairman on the
Committee on the District of Columbia. (This committee handles all
measures relating to municipal affairs of the District of Columbia
except its appropriations).

Jamie L. Whitten, 2nd District, is from Charleston, Miss. He is 54 years
of age and has been in the House since 1941--23 years. He is fourth

in seniority below the chairman on the House Committee on Appropriations.
He is Chairman of the Subcommittee on Department of Agriculture and
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Related Agencies; 3rd below the chairman on the Subcommittee on the
Department of Defense; and last in seniority on the Subcommittee on
Public Works. (The House Appropriations Committee originates all
appropriations of Government revenues).

John Bell Williams, 3rd District, is from Raymond, Miss. He is 46
years old and he has been in the House since 1946--18 years. He

is first below the Chairman in seniority on the House Committee on
Tnterstate and Foreign Commerce. (This committee handles regulation
of interstate and foreign commerce and communications, regulation of
interstate transmission of power, inland waterways, railroad labor,
civil aeronautics, Weather Bureau, securities and exchanges, interstate
oil compacts, natural gas, and public health). He is chairman of the
Subcommittee on Trensportation and Aeronautics. Williams is also
fourth below the chairman on the House Committee on the District of
Columbia.

William M. Colmer, 5th,District, is from Pascagoula, Miss. He has been
in the House since 1932--32 years. Colmer is first in seniority below
the Chairmen of the Committee on Rules. (This Committee handles the
rules and order of business of the House. It determines how much

time any bill will be debated on the floor of the House, how much time
each side will have to debate, whether or not the bill can be amended
on the floor, etc.). The Rules Committee has no standing subcommittees.

Clearly, then,the position these four Democrats take on a given issue
is more than routirely important. Because of their seniority (which,
of course, is based on the disfranchisement of Negroes in Mississippi),
these men occupy committee posts of considerable power. When they are
vitally interested in a piece of legislation, they can bring that power
to bear on other representatives who do not have their seniority, and
who might, otherwise, vote against the positions of the Mississippians.

Six organizations rate the voting performance of Congressmen from the
viewpoint of the interests the organizations represent. Three of the
organizations are usually thought of as liberal, and three as con-
servative. The liberal orgsnizations are: The Americans for Democratic
Action (ADA), tre lommittee on Political Education of the AFL-CIO (COFE),
and the National Farmers Union (NFU). The conservative organizations are:
The Americans for Constitutional Action (ACA), the National Associated
Businessmen (NAB), and the American Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF).

Here are the ratings each of these organizations give to the four
Mississippi Democrats whose right to be seated in the House is being
challenged by the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party:

ADA COFE NFU AFBF NAB ACA
Abernethy 0 0 13 50 T9 70
Colmer 8 0 13 75 75 73
Whitten 12 0 25 63 (e 67
Williams L 0 8 63 80 82
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When interpreting these ratings, it is important to remember that
Mississippi is, in every respect, the poorest state in the Union. The
material needs of the people of Mississippi are being less adequately
dealt with. than cre those of the people of any other state. The

per capita income of Mississippi is lower than that of any other state;
the Mississippi education system is the least adequate in the nation;
Mississippi's housing needs are greater than those of any other state;
wages are lower and jobs scarcer thare than in any other state. In
other words, Mississippi bas a greater need for liberal or welfare
legislation than does any other state. The liberal organizations
mentioned above back such legislation and rate Congressmen according to
the way the Congressmen vote on such legislaiilon.

On the other hand, the conservative organizations are opposed to all
welfare legislation even 5o thc point in the case of the Farm Bureau
Federation, of backing ths repeal of &ll child labor laws.. The
conservative organizations represent the interests of the wealthy and
powerful people of Auzrica--the banks, the utilities companies, the
large corporations. It is appasrent,.then, that the Mississippi
congressmen, ratc: as they are, high by the conservative organizations,
and low by the liberal organizaticns, are simply not representing the
people of their stete. This is what happens when almost half the
people of the state, and that the most deprived half, are disfranchised.
This is what the cons*“itutional requirement of the vote for everyone
is designed to prevent.

This is why all persons and organizations who are interested in constituticnal
government, and in “he welfare of their fellowmen, should support the
MFDP challenge to the seating of the Mississippi congressmen.

Following is a listing of rcw the Mississippi Democrats, Colmer,
Abernethy, Whitten and Wiliiams have voted on specific issues between
1946 and the present. No listing has been made of their votes on
civil rights issues, because it is common knowledge that they vote
unanimously and consistently against all measures designed to relieve
the plight of Negroes.

1946

(Williams not in office.)

Colmer, Whitten and Abernetby voted for the Case Anti-Labor bill which
was designed and written and supported by the National Association of

Manufacturers.

The same three voted to remove existing ceilings on rents and thus wreck
the whole structure of rent control, leaving tenants to the tender mercies

of the landlord's conscience.

Whitten and Abernethy voted for a price control provision which permitted
a vast increase in prices.
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All three voted 14 support of the House Committee on Un-American
Activities.,

All Three voted t& draft the railroad workers who were on strike, thus
breaking the backiof the strike.

1
Whitten and Abernéthy voted to exclude agricultursl processing workers
from the rights ad¢corded workers under the procedures of the National
Labor Relations Beard.

:
; 1947

All four vdted fof a resolution giving the House Labor Committee
additionaﬁgsubpo§na powers which the committee wanted to use in its
red-baiting and witch-hunting of the labor movement.

/ i
All four/voted for the Gwynne bill, outlawing portal-to-portal pay
suits ald seriously weakening the Wage-Hour Act.

All foyr voted for a bill cutting the appropriations of the Labor
Department, and thus seriously curtailing the services %the Department
could wrovide for the nation's workers.

All f uq;voted for the Taft-Hartley Act, which seriously curtailed the
ability of workers to organize in labor unions.

All’fqu& voted for exempting natural gas production and distribution from
the ;urisdlction of the Federal Power Commission, thus pemmitting the
pe eum industry to increase the price it charges for the gas you

for cooking and heating.

A&l four voted for the Rees Loyalty Bill, providing that government
ﬁorkers could be investigated for evidence of disloyal thoughts and
ideas.

1948
All four voted in support of the House Usn~tmerican Activities“Committee.

Whitten and Abernethy voted to turn tidelands oll over to the states,
so that these valuable resources could be exploited by the big odl..- -
coppenies for their own profit. R

i
e

All four voted for the Mundt-Nixon bill,.- whlch seriously abridged
the civil liberties of.all Americans.

All four voted to exclude outside sélesmen, industrial home workers,
taxi drivers,. loggers, tailors, etc.,\from coverage under the social
security act. N

All four voted to eliminate low-cost puhlig housing and slum clearance
from the 1948 housing bill. \

-

——— e e e o L

-




-5-

1949

Whitten, Aberncthy and Colmer voted in support of the House Committee
on UnAmerican Activities.

All four voted to remove rent controls at the discretion of local
officlals, thus enabling real estate interests to apply their great
power locally to increase the cost of rent.

All four voted twice to retain the provisions of the Taft-Hartley Act
severely restricting the ability of workers to organize labor unions.

All four voted to eliminate low-rent public housing from the 1949
housing bill,

All fouxr voted to relieve natural gas produce:x and distributors of
government control over the prices they charge to consumers.

All four voted to remove over a million workers from the protection
of the minimum wage lavs.

All four voted to weaken the anti-trust laws and legalize unfair price
discrimination.
1950

Whitten voted against appropriating funds for a mobile public library
service for rural arcas.

All four voted to kill loans for cooperative middle-income housing.

All four voted in support- of the House Committee on UnAmerican Activities.
All four voted to exempt natural gas coupanies from certain federal
regulations, thus permitting the companies to charge increased rates

to consumers.

All four voted to cut funds for low-rent public housing by $3 million.

Abernethy and Whitten voted against the extension of rent controls for
an additional six months.

All four voted to provide concentrotion camps for aliens. The bill
later became part of the McCarran Internal Secu: ty Act.

Whitten, Colmer and Abernethy voted for the McCarran Internal Security Act.
1951

No recorded votes.
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1952

All four voted to cut the number of housing units provided in the 1652
housing bill from 50,000 to 5,000.

Abernethy, Colmer and Whitten voted to give states title to tidelands
oil reserves thus opening the way for the exploitation of these valuable
public properties by private companies for their own profit.

Colmer, Whitten and Williams voted to amend and rewrite the immigration
laws to set up discriminatory restrictions against immigrants and en-
danger the rights of already naturalized citizens.

Colmer, Whitten and Williams voted to request the President to invoke
the Taft-Hartley injunction provision to break the steel strike.

1953

All four voted to give to the states ownership of the tidelands oil
reserves.

Whitten and Abernethy voted to extend for three years the importing
of foreign labor to work on farms. Previously the house had rejected
by unrecorded votes attempts to guarantee minimum wages, working,

and living conditions (to prevent depressing American weges and
working conditions).

All four voted against authorizing funds for construction of 35,000
low-rent public housing units.

All four voted to sell government-owned rubber-producing facilities
to private corporations.

Abernethy, Whitten and Williams voted to permit the use of unemployment

compensation funds for political patronage purposes and to reduce the
contributions of employers to the funds.

1954
All four veted in support of the House Committee on UnAmerican Activities.

All four voted against authoirizing 35,000 new housing units.

Abernethy, Whitten and Williams voted to permit the use of wiretap
evidence in Federal Courts in certain criminal cases.

All four voted against increasing the amount of unemployment compensation
benefits and extending the period of coverage.

All four voted to apply concepts of espionage and =abotage te certain
labor union activities and to provide the death penalty for peacetime
espionage for the first time in American history.




~T-

Abernethy and Colmer voted to prohibit the use of the fifth amendment
before congressional red-baiting committees and grand juries.

Abernethy, Whitten and Williams voted to require that labor unions be
"cleared" by the Subversive Activities Control Board and to outlaw

a political party, the Communist Party, for the first time in
American history.

1955

Abernethy and Williams voted to sell 88% of U.S. rubber facilities
to 4 rubber and 3 oil comvanies.

All four voted for Universal Military Training of the nation’s youth in
peacetime. )

All four voted to exempt natural gas producers from federal regulation
thus increasing natural gas rates to o nsumers.

All four voted to eliminate from the omnibus housing bill provisions for
public housing and provisions affecting housing for elderly persons,
cooperatives, students and farmers.

1956

All four voted to eliminate public housing provisions from the omnibus_
housing bill,

All four voted against federal aid to education.

All four voted in support of the House Committee on Un-American
Activities.

All four voted to cite playwright Arthur Miller for contempt of Congress
because of his rcfusal to become an informer.

1957

All four voted against the use of federal funds to build public
elementary and secondary schools.

All four voted o limit the right of an individual to defend himself
against informers.

All four voted to cite »adio announcer Louis Earl Hartman for contempt
of Congress because he refused to submit to the House Committee on
Un-American Activities.

1958

All four voted against providing 16 additionsl weeks of benefits for
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workers covered by .existing unemployment compensation legislation and
against providing 16 weeks of benefits to workers not then covered by
the legislation.

Williams and Whitten voted against increasing funds from $100 million
to $2 billion for construction of public works to relieve unemployment.

All but Colmer voted against providing federal funds for redevelopment of
localities suffering chronic unemployment.

Williams and Abernethy voted to permit airlines to retain all capital
gains from the sale of cquipment so they could use it to modernize
their equipment. This was, in effect, an exemption from taxation for
the airlines.

All four voted for a bill which instructed the U.S. Government to build
two passenger steamships at a cost of $201 million and then to sell

the two ships to private companies for $8L million. The bill further
instructed the U.S. Government to guarantce the companies 10% profit on
operating costs bafore the companies would have to return any of this
money.

Abernethy, Williams and Whitten voted to permit police officials to
arrest and detain indefinitely any person on mere suspicion that the
person might have comritted some crime.

All four voted to extend the Government screening program to all federal
workers, whether or not thecir jobs had anything to do with national
security.

1959

All four voted to cut public-housing out of the omnibus housing bill,
and to cut the authorization for urhan renewal by $200 million.

All four again voted tc give police officers authority to arrest and
detain a person for an indefinite period on mere suspicion.

All four voted to permit the President to declare certain areas
off-limits for travel Ly U.S. citizens; they also voted to give the
State Department power to deny passports to Communists and others
whose presence abroad it thought might endanger U.S. security.

All four voted for the Landrum-Griffin anti-labor bill. The bill
curbed secondary boycotts, outlewed organizational picketing.

1960

All four voted against encouraging home buying by low and middle-income
families by making it easier to obtain governme—t-guaranteed loans.
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All four voted against giving federal aid to chronic unemployment
areas.

A1l four voted against providing federal funds, to be matched by state
funds, for school construction.

1961

All four voted in support of the House Committee on Un-American
Activities.

Abernethy, Colmer, and Whitten voted to give police offilgers authority teo
arrest and jail for an indefinite period persons suspected of crimes.

The same three voted to speed up the deportation and exclusion pro-
cedures of the Immigration & Naturalization Act.

All four voted against the omnibus housing bill which provided $4.9 billien

to begin meeting the housing needs of the nation.

All four voted against authorizing $325 million to build schools,
$90 million for student loans and $201 million to aid schools in areas
crowded because of federal activities.

Colmer, Whitten and Williams voted against providing funds for
construction of generating facilities to produce electricity from
waste steam from a new atomic reactor. The private power companies
were against further extension of government-owned generating capacity.

1962

All four voted to establish an industrial screening program to deny
4o workers employed on national defense work the right to due process
under the law and the right to face their accusers when charged with
being s "security risk."

All four voted agoirst a $262 millicn, two-year program to aid
unerployed workers whose jobs were eliminated or made obsolete by
automation, runaway plants, etc.

All four voted against authorizing $900 million for emergency, shert-
range public works to provide jobs for unemployed workers.

All four voted to turn over ownership and control of the communications

satellite system to American Telephone and Telegraph. The system
had been developed by the government at a cost of $25 villion.

1963

All four voted to support the House Committee on Un-American Activities.
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All four voted to discontinue the first of the anti-poverty programs,
The Area Redevelopment program.

Abernethy, Colmer and Whitten voted against the first income tax cut
granted to working people in many years.

All four voted to discontinue the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency,
which did such able work in preparing the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty,
and the institution of the "hot line" between Washington and Moscow.

1964

All four voted to outlaw any federal action which might relieve the
mal-gpportionment of state legislatures and give city dwellers a more
equitable representation in state law-making bodies.

All four voted against an amendment to the mass transit bill which
protected pension rights, working conditions, etc., of transit workers
whose Jjobs will be endangered through installation of automatic
equipment, mergers, etc,

Abernethy and Williams voted against the Food-Stamp Act, authorizing
$400 million in a four-year period to expand the program giving aid
to poverty-stricken families in the form of supplemental food.

All four voted against the Economic Opportunity Act of 196k, which
provides training programs, work-study groups, -etc., for both
long-term unemployed workers and youths entering the labor force
for the first time.

This research paper is provided by The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party,
1353 U Street, W, Washington, DC,
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& CALL FOR SURRORTI
@f the YOUNG DEMOCRAIIC CLUBS QF MISSISSIEEL
In Their itemt To Get A Charter From The Young Democratic Clubs Of America

Negro and white young people have taken the risks and organized to work politically
for bacsic improvements in Mississippi. Thus far, the Young Democratic Clubs of America have
turned us doun twice in our attempt to get the official state charter. We know that with

your support we will be successful in obtaining our rightful charter this October 12-16 in

New York City whore the Young Democratic Clubs of America have their annual convention. Use

this book to gulide your work.

~ R. Hunter Morey, P.0. Box 2251, Jackson, Miss.
~ A PERSONAL, UNOFFICIAL OPINION. THIS BOOK
CONTENTS: DOES NOT PRETEND TO SPEAK FOR THE YDCM.

A. History ¢ Tae Clubs,
B. Purpose Of The Clubs.
C. How To Organize Young Democratic Clubs in Mississippi.

D. Documents: Quotations and full originals giving background and history.
1, NCC Now York meeting on the Mississippi Project.
Nowfield's article "The Liberals Big Stick®.
Our YNCII Consitution.
Qur YDCM Membership Application.
The Atlantic City Young Democratic Convention.
The YDCA Constitution section on charters.
I'curspaper proof of disloyalty of senior party officials.
Statcment by the former Mississippi YD President.
Mnority Report of the Membership Practices Committee.
Geri Storm's report on Kansas City.
Now Jevrsey's report on Kansas City.
April 65 YDCH newsletter.
13, April 20, COFO News on the YDCM.
. 14, Frans and Novak attacks on us.
' 15, 01¢ Miss., President Ransom Jone's letter to Ed King.
16, Cleveland Donald’s resignation from the 01° Miss group.
17, Hunteor Morey's letter to Claude Ramsoy, Mississippi AFL-CIO President,
18, Claudes Ramsey's replay.,
19, Constitution of the Mississippi Democratic Conference,
20, Letter to the YDCA from the YDCM.
21, Senior Party officials and the YDCM.
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E., What You Con Do To Help

F. Lists of the YDCA National Officers
National Membership Committee
State groups possibly helpful.

HISTORY OF THOD CLUBS

August 9, 1964 over 300 local Mississippians met at the Baptist Serdinary in Meridian
in convention as the Young Democratic Clubs of Mississippi. These young people ratified a .
Constitution in conformity to the national Young Democratic Clubs of America (YDCA) Consti-
tution, and clocted the following officers: Melvin Whitfield, Presidents Willie Clay, Vice

"X, Presidont; (Delpas Honderson, Secretarys Malcolm Taylor casurer;: larry Jones, National
/" Committmansg S Jones o Vice National Committoeman; an National Commit- [/

toewoman, All the officers were elected as delegates to the YDCA national convention in
“Atlentic City. The only civil rights workers who helped were Joe Morse (CORE) and Tom
Harris (COFQ volunteer from Virginia), We failed to got-our charter at the YDCA convention
Avgust 21-23 mainly on the grounds tho Mississippi regular Democratic Party had not certi-
fied us. Hows?cr, The YDON Comstitutiomeprovides that if the regular state party did not
“guppert the na m“é%’i ential ticket, then that Tequirement is waived. We had proof on
the CiaiFan, Bdwoll Adam, (see documents below) but it was not accepted.” We came back into
Mississippi and campaigned for LBJ and HHH, somotimes getting harassment as if that consti- !
“trted eivil Tights work, However, there wds d new national atmosphere which greatly invol-
VoS us. The liississippi Summer Project of SNCC and COFO and the Freedom Democratic Party
convertion challengs (with its very significant wictory requiring the state regular party
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to desogregate) had created such great pressures that the national and state power structures
were begining to be forced to give in some to the civil rights movement. But at the samo
time, the 2iboral communit~ was tired of being in the back seat in tho Mover -t to SNCC,
CORE, FoP, and COFO, and they wanted to run the show as thoy wore uscd to bolcre the Movement
got going in these recent years (sce the first two documents I: :1lowing). The NAACP announced
.that they werc going to run a separate summer progoct from COFC (rumercd t6 bd With the
nathonal Democratic Party and tho AFL-CIC as part of the drive to isolatec and kill SNCC,
COFO, and FDP). The “Movomont? had gotten too streng and had gotten too much (the 64
" Civil Rights Bill, tho upcoming coting bill, otc.) and now had to bo slowed down., The
NAACP. was willing to bo “responsible and hap 5y to eriticizo tho direct action/ local people
forces, The new voting bill oxpecially is going to create a largc chunk of voting power
which all types of pecople want to control. Whilo thscs conservative moves wers going on
w:x.th the powar structure and the liberal establishwent, the national Young Domocrats were
ing » Albort Housep is jron North Carolina and-hc apphinted
' eader to hoad up a conmittec to "handle’ thé situation
¥'oT hin, Thero werc several h:Lgh levol moetings in Washington with tuc National Committce
: of the Democratic Party, In addlmon, tho former Preside the Micsissippi Young Dewo-
Y~ ra%smm it was an entircly white group Robert ( Oswald,) made a_statemont ( see
- doowmsrits) t yhich SHows the great and SIFIlar concern over Tho Young Democrats and
the Freedom Democratic Party. It seems that these “liberals” just can not stend Nogroes
leading or predmoniating in any important group which has influcnce in the white ‘commu.ity
- nor can civil rights be a main featurc, Spencer Ciiver was appointed in March to "handle?
us as Chairman of the Menb Jrsha_p Practices Committec. There was no memberskip practices
issuc in Misdsissippi’ (no' cno ‘is-elaiming that Nogroes or whites cant join, ote.) but there
. is in_Alabamd, where the white state groun wouldn’t give a chartor to. the Negro Tuskegeo
~civ Chapber, Oliver uscdﬁe Klabama situation as an excuse to thon “cover the other decp
" 7 souch situation alsct The YDCA Constitution cnly montions the Credcntials Committoc as
having any relevance Lo charter issues, _0Qliver then set up a meoling in Jackson April 4th
without consulting the only group who was applying for a charter (our group) as to who and
X whore the meeting should be, It uas held at th&AFL-CI0 Gifice”and it was clear that.
~. @:En,.de Ramsey.,) Mississippi AFWPros.:.dent, was the "loader” we all were to accept, Our
_group (called the Whitfiold group) was supbgscg to. vo]untarlly drop our appllcatn.on to thoe
K'msas City meeti. widér the dircction of Ramsey, Cswald, and the 017 Miss.
group, heddd Ranson Jones)(who seems To be sincire), aWhts man for tho
stato wag(Charles , ho AP, (fntcrostingly enovgh, both Evers and ’:{amsey aro
Yoo oId to be Young Democrats), INo onn. f’rom any othcr civil 1~J.ghts group "ou‘ld havo boon
FEheso A Ihitficld had not brougnﬁ me along. Lo onn from FDP Had becn invited, After ro-
Fusihig Woitfield's offer of work:.ng tov‘c\,hor, ‘the moeting ended with Spencer OZleer vowing
to fight our charter St
Nozt, we wont tof
the shoW against us, a

Aty o the TDCA National Committee meeting., There 0,.1ver ran
i I had U help of Dvers, Ramscy, et al. After our second defeat, we
“cams~bac K and organizcd thegfinds County Chapterd IThis time the I\TAACP,‘,:msthd of attacking
‘us, came with a preparod s1ate oI OITICErs To ‘take uvs over, They wg;g__gy;te succossful,
al'b}*ough “Lhe &nd result is_goad Tro~KAACP will not go so easily against our state
charter application now, NAACR National Board meémber, is Vice President).

Then we had a state.plomning meeting May 2nd at Tcugaloo,’ W Vs group-got mo-official

no;_,d:_%ot:.fggq}:.oa of the“ meeting, Lut I found out fast enough to get a lot of Wegroes
‘therc, Qlaude Rymsey broy t.a_lob-of-white me Jnen thero 5 nclud:.ngiHodd:L ng_ Carter Iﬂ) from
Greenvilld;™ Wh Ramsoy, tried to 1*:&:[11‘0@.01 the meeting, Spoke Wathout bothering
to be recognized by ths Chairm, and pushed the idea Gf" collcgo chapters, which Atty.
(Rosenthgl Xorcefully pointed oul was supporting segrogation,given the Mississippi school
system, A plamning committee (ghagtor Presidents ,ﬁ
- anothuermgggge mooting Junc 4, TIs is interesting to note tha L
absolutely Qo _help whatsocver from the national Young Democratic Clubs (the only exce tlon
is "hat the Collcoge Vice Pre%ldenv a se""ﬁ Us. some r'ollc"o appl:v_cat:l.ons 5,

Jhich he dld Spencer Ollver- an€ Rozak)carc dowri and talked with Cle C_l_aude lese,,r and then the
OWP, but not wich any Whitfield group poopleo They then got in an autoniobils ag-
cident and So couldn't make the Toceting, Tn addition, Clevelan nald, whom our oppositition
is hearalding as proof that the 01° Miss. g;pouo is integrated and that we are a segrogatcd

lMoup d re:g.gng;d With an excellemt mﬁsoe documents) attacking the 01" Miss.

‘group, butSE alked him back :mto rejoining. ~—
Moré _reconcly the 0 ; ound the ‘state and in Washington with old Tine

A5E] T i ic Party big shots, _They seem to

PIARTES KT FIP s T oie ¥ CIBTigerats by bun.ld.r.ng up the sta,’cus and power of -certain

‘*‘sﬁﬂ; t"Negro ""leaders. ,mla,kemby 9ans of -

antrance and. the: act:l.ng "FDP
thel“ most.

~end 1rtores 1ng enoug C’Laude Ramsey, Mr, Kn::.gh‘t “Mr Charles
: ‘jber‘b Qg@ld - who vere. so “interest: e@a.ng o YDCM not get their charter.

i [ i Democratic Conference is in Jackson, Jine 20Lth,
step is to have & good state convention, apply to the Senior party officials . -

“fox: cer‘tiﬁcatlen ( I'suggest both FIR and.the egular since there is that dispute) and s
"theh try to. gotiour chartor at the national cohvention in New York October 12-16. Let us ‘
not fail.this time bacause of ‘lack of lubbying and national support., . .
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THE PURPOSE OF TYE CLUSS

The purpose of tho Young Domocratic Clubs of Mississippl is to deal polltically with
the issues of the state: labor, oducation; poverty, culture, economics, etc., without being
limited by Mississippi®s traditional racism. We can consolidate somo of tho hard work we
have dono in tho state, Now that Negroos and civil righs peoplo have created a situation
wherain Negroes have great potontial poltical powor, why should just the old linco existing
power. structurc be able to run the show. Besides just rogistering to vote, why not be
organized to use that vote to mako needed change. The main point is that if we don®t work
to help Negroos organize politically to use thcoir vote, others will - likc the Liboral
Establishment, Let me put is in tho form that Byron Montgomory from Durant askoed mes
¢ What is the purposc of the Young Dcmocrats?
To provide a way fro young people to got togethor politically to chango Mississippi.
How can young people change it? Run for office?
1., We can got political information and education from the Young Democratic Clubs.
2, Wec can have this action: p-rogramc
A. Voter Registration,
B, working with the Frcodom Domocrwtlc Party.
C. running and supporting candidates
D, working in the Young Democratic Clubs of America
(1) wo.can add 3 pcople to the YDCA thlonal Committce, which now has only
one- Nogro member,
(2) wo cah introduce and work for civil right and othor resolutions which
would have largc impact coming from the national organization,
(3) we can help in other stateos such as Alabama with our officers,
3. Leadorship training and oxpericnce,
A, having county, statc, or national offices and committec positions.
B. working with Mississippi whitos in a joint political contoxt.
¢ Are the Clubs affiliated with the FDP or thec regular party?
A: The Clubs aro an indepcndant organization., We get our charter not from any statec group
but from the national Young Democrats. Several statc groups support the FDP, and we aroc
as frec as they are. .Our position is that we are loyal to the platform of the national
Democratic Party as opposed to the state regular party.
Q: How old do you have to be to be a momber?

-0 >0
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. Az .between 16 and 40. Ovor 40, people can be honorary members. "

Some people have asked if the Young Democrats aro not part of the Establlshment and
therefore bad, Here is my answer, Sincc the white people let the charter dig, and left no
one having it for Miss1sslppl, we can organize and get the charter, Thereofo¥e WE will be
tho,gspabilshmont It is like having Mrs, Hamor as chief of police. . It has been a goal of
the Moveoment to @ither influence (like by dononstrations) or take over (by running candi-
dates or challenging) the. powor structure, so that we can change things. When wa have a
chance to run something, it will be as good as wo make it,

We should be aware of the fact that many whites, some pretending to bc very 11bora1
and, many Negroes, suddenly pretending to be civil rights oriented, arc going to try to.
take us over, It may be that the Young Democrats will énd up being so moderate it will be.
like token desegregation at a school, instead of full integration. In addition, civil
rights action indcpendant of any polltlcal considerations must continuc and under strong

leadership. And as Mississippi bocomes less beastial, les$ militant people will be willing’

to work within the framework of the platform of the national Démocratic Party and workers
for basic humanistic change may well have to concentrate again on independant groups, such
as SNCC, for vehicles of action, . :

HOW TO ORGANIZE YOUNG DEMOCRATIC CLUBS IN MISSISSIPPI

0f

1. Organize county-wide chapters Tirst, becuasc our purpose is to organizec the state into

) Ono;grnupo If we don't organize the cuunty chapters first, someone else might mell, and

then we would Have to contend with that, Don't organize segregated chapters. This means
that high school or college chapters should not be organized since Mississippi schools are
still segregated. (exceptions will be made for integrated school chapters). City
chapters should come second and should coordinate their programs with the county chapter,
2. JPublically announce, “"The Organizational Meeting of the Young Democratic Club of
County”, and Include the date, time, and place, and words "Public Invited”; Make reason-
able attempts to get this armouncement into the WhHite and Negro communities by means of
newspaper_ads, ra§IS~XEESGHEBm6ntS, TearTIctts, church announcements, and posters, If a
white newspaper or radio station will not accept your ad, Keep a copy of & letter written
to them requesting the ad,

3, Writoc the YDCA Natiohal Officers and National Membership Committee (see the list at
the end of this book) and tho state YDCM office (P, 0. Box 2251, Jackson, Mississippi,
39205) including a report of the meeting, the list of members (w1th addresses and phone
nunbers), THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT TO PROVE THAT WE EXIST.

L, Adopt as your program action on voter registration, holping with polltlcal education
and organization in your county, learning about the government and officials, and civil
rights, civic, ani community work, .

4
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5. Seond in articles for ou state newslotter\énd chapter reo, .ts.

6., Do not let any group or individual person take over or run your group. Thore are areas
where conservative Negroes or slick white people will try to boss you or influence you by
pretending to be nice. Get advico from the Freedom DEmocratic Party peoplo, the COFO
people, or best, from your state office.

7. Bo awaro of tricks that others use to hurt or control us: we nust learn parliamentary
procedure to be able to fight for our rights in meetings; we must not let white peonle get
up and speak without being recognized from the chairman and trying to dominato the meeting;
we mmst learn to put out our own political propaganda of the truth to cuunter the lies

and distortions of our many cneries; we must learn to write lettors to the national YDCA
and hoads of organizations to got aid; and wo must learn te keep accurate records (such

as certified mail recaipts) to prove our case.

SECTIONS OF ROUGH MINUTES -OF A MEETING :CALLED BY THE NATTONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES TO DISCUSS
THE MISSISSIPPI PROJECT, SEPTEMBER 18, 1964 People Present: . Gloster Current, Jack Groen-
berg, Joe Rauh,. Bruce Hanson, James Farmer, Anna Hedgeman, Al Lowenstein, Jack Pratt, Andy
Ybung, Robert Spike, John Morasoll, Courland Cox and Mendy Samstein. (the EIG SHOTS)

Current: I would like some ovaluation of the Summer Project, for instance, the rolo of the
Lawyors Guild. I object to Johnny~come-latelies. Let?s us settle arougd tho table where
weo arc going in 1965, Leot’s determine the extent of cooperation. NAACP has 1/4 million

tied up in Mississippi.

Spike: Mississippi is no longer a locdl problem. Tension is created between those who are
moved by local considerations and those who must heed national considerations.

Current: The Freedom Democratic Party is a delusion. It causes confusion among local
people. FDP units are develcping in several cities around the country -- and wherever they
are there are suspicious characters. In Jackson Charles Evers has rapport with downtown.
So there and in Biloxi and Vicksburg will have little resistance to registration,

Farmer::.Dgcision maklng in COFO is nub of problem. Confusion exists on how decisions are

made, ' v

N -dl: Question of maklng the rlght decisions, MFIP challenge at Atlantic City was im-
porCant but it was weakened in the end.

Rauh: But I would like to drive out the lawyers Guild, I think it is immoral to take help
from commnnisfé:”“‘ . e -

Lowensteln.‘ I qgree with you bul we must maximize cooperation..., We need a definite
structure, We need to draw up a constitution, It is true that SNCC was main source of funds
and resources but this is no longer the case. Now students, labor, other groups, so these
must have say. We rust strike balance with people of Miss. in decision-making.

Morsell: We must consider our national responsibilities, and this is the problem. Decisions,
no matter how democratic, if injurious to omr national interests, we must have way out.

Thomas: Unreal as far as Miss. is concerned for ad hoc group to meet in New York and
detepmlne what should go on.

Rauh: Freedom R glstratlon bridge to regular party. Basis for caucus in regular party and
files are useful”for organlzatlonal work,

Iowenstein: ngstlon of declslon making. People are excluded or not notified of meetings,
like Re\f;— _‘L_D‘Mith,,v; B

Samsteins. Rev, Smith i's not a member of the FDP Executive Committee., Exec. Comm. chosen
by the district caucuses about a week before the state convention,

Lowenstein: I was called by two Negroes in Mississippi and told that they couldn®t under-
stand what was.-going on, Rev. Smith considers himself a member of the FIP executive
cormiittee., - ’ ' .

Current: Need summit meeting of different groups to evaluate whole situation,

Coxs Need for low level meeting. Next meeting should be in Mississippi with people from
Mississippi and based on interpretations Trom—thom:- -

Current: Thetore I listen to Cox theme;e I know we need a top level meeoting. _I have been
1lsten1ng to brylng of people from Mississippi for 17 years, I don't want to llston to o "

_Steptoe. We need highsevel meeting we we can cut away underbrush, A i"

Morsell; You want us to listen to people in Mississippi: we don’t want to be attacked.

3
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e 6) What is your ‘address:
* - 7)- Wnat is your tclephone number (or neighbor®s):
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SECTIONS FROM “THE LIBERALS BIG STICK: READY FOR SNICK?, JUNE CAVALIER, by Jack Nowfield

America’s mighty LiberalEstablishment is ¢oiled and ready to strike at “Snick - the Student
Nouviolent. Coordinating Committeo, those saints and irresponsibles of the c¢ivil rights
movemant... Tho movers and shake he liberal coalition arcs Charle Mississippi
field secretary of tho NAACPS y Wilking, NAACP executive director; Jamss Wechsler, editor-
.La.l-pago cditar of the NEW YORK POST; eph’'Ra irman of ADA and former lawyer
for tho Mississippi Freedom Democratic™Partys ar in,/ author, professor, and
chiof recruiter for the ‘1964 Mississippi SummeéT Project; and Walter Reuther, prosident of
the United Auto Workers union... Evérs has orionted his middle~class followers towards
integrating the restauran%s and motols of Jackson. But SNCC, under tho humanistic grass-
root influenco of Bob Moses, has workef with the mauperizod me menials and illerate sharo-
eroppors, who couldn™t car"'"'“‘_'f.‘éss about the plush motels of the capital... W;wl«km;;gusue .

January € 6 in Now York charged publicly that "Chinese Communist elements® had infiltrated
SNCC, Q ulhervs ériticism of SJ\T_QQ;,MW :l.ﬁm,th&t SNGC is inefficient, disorganized, and bereft
of de,wcratlﬁ*“proceduresa Rauh who is‘a braintruster of” V:Lce-President I*Iumphrg}{:9 is most
dlstrubed by SNCC's :erat.»onal:ﬁy ‘and b:.ttornoss,x Lowenstein...believes it is "NSCC's
hostility to coalition with Toss militant civil r:.ghts groups”’"“:t“ﬁ“t is a‘E ﬁho root of tho
hborals*""é Winter of diseontent.... 0 T
i 'wrex;ge Guyol ) the. 25-yoar-old chalrman of the SNCC—organ:Lzod Freedom Democrat:.c
Pariy, snys, "Ll _Qggqpi: holp from anyone, but we wmll accept gu:n.d'mce from ho ohe,
The only coalition I am responsible to is the Negroes of Mississippi.? Says Bob Moses,
"the liberals gett:mo upset at us was inevitable, ~We are raising fundamental quest:t.ons
abou® how the roor sharecropper can achieve the Good Iifo, questions that liberalism is
incamable of answering.%....

The Liberal Establishment...stood before the FIP delegation of tenant farmers, '
amtors, &nd demostics on tho second day of the Atlantic Tity’ convention and pleaded.
{or _aceeptance oi the. congromse‘,”,qbut t,he 68 FIP delegates ... _unanimously voted down the
comoffc‘i’méeou T . The rejection of tho corpromise confounded the liberals who thought they =
could Ififluence the FIP,

Tho loadorship of SNCC was equally ‘bitter because they felt that Wilkins, Rauh,
Reuther , and the others displayed more compassion for Humphrey®s ambitions than for tho
Nugl’CO; of Mississippi. SNCC was further outraged by the series of attacks aimed at them
in the press irmediately following the convention. They suspected thesc assaults were
inspired by the Liberal Establishmont. Evans and Novack, columnists for the NEW YORK
HEMALD TRIBUNE, who aro often privy to “leaks” from the Wha.’ce House, charged “communists
and lcft-wingexs had .;nf.thra”ted the FDP". and,_that Bob Moses had "Black Muslim’ sympathies,®
The Tibaral James IJVchsler, writing in the NEW YORK POST, bltterly ‘assailed the 1rrat10n—
ality of the FDP and MoseS....

oin January, the FDP's challenge to the seatlng of the f;l_ve congressmen_ from
M~s<“.1.ss.) ppi roopened all the scars inflicted during the convention fight.... If the .
liborals attack (SNCC), they will have the backing of the unions, the press, the fund:l.ng
foundations, and the Johnson. Administration,

#® % ®

YOUNG DEMOCRATIC CLUBS OF MLSSISSIPPL
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION :
TO JOIN = rcad and then answer the questions (or have someone help you). Mail this form
to YOUNG DEYOCRATIC CLUBS OF MISSISSIPPI, Post Office Box 2251, Jackson, Mississippi, if
you agrec with what it says.
ANY PERSON ABOVE THE AGE OF SIXTEEN YEARS AND UNDER THE AGE OF FORTY WHO
PROFESSES AND DEMONSTRATES ALLEGIANCE TO THE PRINCIPLES OF THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY
‘SEALL BE ELIBIBLE FOR ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP., THE PURPOSE OF THIS ORGANIZATION SHALL BE: TO
STIMULIATE IN YOUNG PEOPLE AN ACTIVE INTEREST IN GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS, TO INCREASE THE
EFFICLENCY CF POPULAR GOVERNMENT, TO FOSTER AND PERPETUATE THE IDEALS AND PRINCIPLES OF
THE NATICNAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY, TO RECRUIT NEW MEMBERS FOR THE CANDIDATES OF QUR CHOICE, TO
HELP ACQUAINT VOTERS WITH THE ISSUES AND THE CANIIDATES, AND TO PROVIDE FOR OUR PEOPLE
THROUGH ITS ADMIWISTRATION THE HIGHEST DEGREE IF JUSTICE SOCIAL WELFARE, AND HAPPINESS.
Sign herc if you agree: ]
1) Write todayVs date:
2) Prinbt your full name:
3) How old are you todays
1+)x What county do you live in:
53 What tcwn do you live ing

s+ ,GET YOUR FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS, CHURCH MEMBERS, FELLOW WORKERS, and CLUB MEMBERS TO
JOIN. ORGANIZE COUNTY CHAPTERS OPEN TO ALL PEOPLE WITHOUT REGARD TO RACE RELIGION, OR
NATIONAL ORIGIN, CONTACT THE STATE OFFICE FOR HELP, and WRITE US ABOUT YOUR PROGRbbSQ
Youwag Democratic Clubs of Mississippi, P. 0. Box 2251, Jackson, Mississippi, 39205 , -

%* * ) o *

SECTIONS OF THi DIiGEST OF TRANSCRIPT OF NATIONAL COMMITTEE MEETING, SOLARTUM; -
FERSON, AULANTIC CITY, N&W JERSEY, SATURDAY AFTERNOON, AUGUST 22, 1964, by(Ed Kruse, Sec.
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.o .Chairnan Mcliahon announced the problem of whether to rocognize the delogation
prosont from lississippi as tho duly accrecdited ropresontatives of the Young Democrats of
Mississippi, No group from Miss had applied for a chartor at the Law Vogas convention, Ap-
piication from currcent group socking recognition roccived by Prosident HYuse on August 20°
matorial roceived included a copy of their constitution, minutos of their Convention held in
August, a list of officors, and the requisite $100.00 charter fee. No cortification, as re-
quired from Scnior Party officidls, was receivod., Mss lMcMahon read the two soctions of the
YDCA National Constitution that oovers the chartering of clubs by the committoe. (Scetion
3(a), (b)), Credentials Committee chairman McMahon authorized by Committec to appoint o sub-
committoo to hoar testimony on tho mattor. Members of the sub-committees Ir. Schumann
(Calif.), Mr, Farley (Colo,), Mr. Shuval (Toxas), Miss Schaaf(I11l.), and Mr. Badley from
Washington to sorve as Chairman. Sub-Committec met, reported back to Crodentials committce,
split 3 to 2, Cred. Comm, received both majority & minority reports. Lotion by Schumamn to
accopt the minority report failed; the majority report denying the chartor to the Mississippi
group was adopted, Chairman MclMahon moved the adoption of the majority report (2nd from the
floor) with a notation that the following documents had been recoived from the chairms “We
the undeorsigned (ropresentatives of 13 states) express our disapproval of the majority rep-
ort of the Crodontials Committee and are in favor of the minority report recommending scat-
ing of the delegation from the State of lMississippl.® Mr. Schumann moved to substituto
the ‘minority report for the majority report (2nd from the floor).....

Chairman amounced that one-half hour had been apportioned for the discussion of
tho Credentials committee report. Appointed timekeeper: V. P. Oliver Ocasek, MNr. Schumann
(Calif,) first speaker for substituting minority report, Schumann stated that there was no
chartered Miss deolegation, so this propossed chartering would unseat no delegation. No |
othor Miss group had applied for a charter. There being no question about the materials |
presented, only the lack of the required signatures of tho Nat?l Committee man and National ,
Comnittcewoman 7?or State Iiss. Chairman, Lack of Nat’l Committeewoman in Miss., noted;
tostimoney given that Nat®l Committeeman Brady did not support the Democratic Tickot in
19603 opinion given that Nat’l Cmmitteeman Brady did not support the Democratic Ticket in
19603 opinion given that applying YD group from Miss. would probably be only Democratic LBJ
support in Miss, Mr. Schumann used 5.5 minutes. lajority proponents, having but one spok-
osman, would have the right to close. Richard Kaplan (Ore.) read resolution passed by
Policy Committee of the College Young Dems supporting the seating of the Miss. group (present)
in the YDCA, Signed by all Comm. members.

The chair recognized John OVlMalley of Mass., who compared the seating and chart-
ering of the lMiss, group with the analogous situation re Alaska at the law Vegas convention,
and skated that the same arguments that were valid re Alaska were still pertinent in the
Miss, case. The liss, groups® support of LBJ, its not being contestod as the official YD
group by other Mississippians, and the obvious impossibility of their obtaining the re-
quisite =ignatures were also cited as telling points in favor of granting the group the
charber for Miss, ¥Ds,

me chalr :ocognized Josiall Beeman of Calif., who reported the hard trail to

organize the Miss, YDs; duclarod there worc 18 clubs representing almost 1000 members, 65 -
dcleogated at the State YD convention, who voted to seeck a charter from the YDCA. Beeman
stated “the same pcople arc now vigorously defending the virtue of tho (YD) constitution
who tried to rapec it in Law Vogas¥. Beeman cited Sr., party Miss. decclaration stating
and re-affirming (in 1960) its bolief in "sogregation of the races?, and that Miss. Sr.
Party declarcd “that wc reject & oppose the platforms of both national parties and their
candidates.” Iack of a logal Sr., Party Nat?l Committeewoman was cited, as well as FIR, Jr's
noontime speech to the YD luncheon.

The time for the minority presentation having run over (Mr. Shuval granted lMr.
Beeman a minute of his time), the chair recognized Mr,. Shuval from Temas to present the
only defense for the majority roport. Mr., Shuval opined that it was inconceivable to
expect a Sr. Parlty member to answer a letter in one week®s time; lack of a National comnit-
teewoman was agreed to, but writing only one lotter in an attempt to get two signatures was
considered insufficient, Iack of testimony before sub-committee, and time to verify testi-
mony were cited as reasons for not allowing charter ing of Miss group at this time. Res
Alaska anaogy: in ILas Vegas, Alaskan YDs seeking chartor had telegrams reputedly from
necessary signators, but no such telegrams presented from Miss. group. Shuval stated
it wan't an issue botween integration and segrogation,...We don’t know that the (Sr. Party)
people down in Mississippi even know that these people (the IDs secking the Miss, charte»)
exist, and this is a different question.” MMr. Shuval digressed about Texans, and how
Texan YDs were liberals who supported public accommodations laws. Lack of signatures was
again ¢ited as adoquate reason for-refusal of charter, and need for Sr. Party approval
mandatory for Young Dems to exist and “have banquest dowristaris”. Sr, Party people would
not let many state YD organizations exist unless they had control over it. "They (sr. Party)
lot us oxist...becuasc theéy have a control, and this is the thing of essence...If they (¥Ds)
come with this proof (of Sr. Party disloyalty) I will be the first one to seat them, but
they have not come with this proof....Brerybody’s heart in this room goes out to the
people in Mississippi, but I say to you stand up and be responsible Americans and responsi-
ble Young Democrats.®.....(in addition the Resolutions Committee recommended and the Nation-
al Committee passed a resolution which "urges Dgmocratic Platform Cormittee to include in
its Civil Rights plank praise for the courgae of the civil rights workers in Mississippi.™)
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CONSTITUTION OF THE YOUNG DEMOCRATIC CLUBS OF MISSISSIPPI
9 August 64

P. 0. Box 2251
Jackson, Miss.

Article I - Namo
The name of this organization shall bo #The Young Domocratic Clubs of Mississipppi.”

Articlo IT - Purposocs

Tho purposc of this organization shall bot To stimulatc in young pooplo an ac-
tivo intorost in govoornment affairs, to inercasc tho officicney of popular governmont, to
to fostor and porpotuatc the idcals and principlos of thc national Domocratic Party, to rec-
cruit now mombers for thc candidatos of our choico, to holp acquaint votors with tho issucs
and tho candidates, and tq provido for our pooplo through its administration thc highost
dogroo of justico, social wolfarc, and happinoss.

Articlo IIT - Affiliation
: A) This organization shall affiliatc with and becomo a part of tho Young

Domocratic Clubs of Amorica,

B) Local clubs wishing to affiliato with this organization shall submit a pro-
posod Constitution and/or by-laws with a lottor roquesting tho issuonco of a chartor. A
chartor may issuo upon invostigation by tho Exocutivo Committco of tho local club making
application, as long as tho issuanco of said chartor is in tho bost intorosts of this
organization,

C) Chartors issuod to local clubs may bo romoved at any timo by tho Exocutivo
Committoo aftor a hcaring hold under rulos for tho samo. Tho rulos for such hearing shall
bo adoptod and promolgated by tho Exocutivo Committoo as soon as possiblo, and said rulcs
shall provido for adcquate notico to all partiocs concorncd, and shall asswmc duo procoss
to all partios concorncd,

Articlc IV - Policy _
Scction 1. 'This organization shall support actively the nominces of tho Domo-

cratic Party in national cloctions; in stato and local cloctions it shall support thoso

- candidatos who this organization focls ondorso the principlos of the national party., It
shall conduct an agrossivo statc-widc campaign in support of tho nomincos and thc platform

i~ of tho National Domocratic Party$ it shall ondcavor to maintain pormanont contact with
Young Democrats throughout the stato of Mississippi, and it shall function continuously
in ordor that it may contributc continuously to tho growth and influonco of the Democratic
Party.

" Articlo v - Momborship

Scetion 1. There may be two classos of momborship, activo and honorary.

Soction 2. Any porson abovo tho age of sixtoon yoars and undor tho ago of
forty who profosscs and demonstratos allogianco to tho principlos of the national Domocratic
Party shall bo cligivle for activce momborship.

Soction 3. Democrats ovor forty yoars of ago shall bo oligiblc for honorary
mombership provided thoy have rondored sorvico of out-standing charactor in the advancoment
of tho ideals and principlcs of tho Domocratic Party.

Scetion 4, Membors may be oxpolled by a throo-fourths votec of the local govern-
ing body for disloyalty to, or, failuro to support tho national Domocratic Party, or for
any conduct, cithor criminal or degrading in charactor; providod any mombor so oxpollod

r# shall havo tho right of appcal to tho mombors in good standing callod for a spocial moot-
- ing, by writton noticc, to hear such appoal, whoso action, dotormined by majority voto
theroof, shall bo final,

Articlc VI - Officors
Soction 1, Tho officors of oach local club shall consist of a prosidont, a vico-

presidont, a socrotary, and a troasurcr,

. Scetion 2. In addition, tho Exccutive Committoo of the Young Democratic Clubs
of Mississippi shall consist of a National Committecman, National Committecwoman, Prosi-
dont, Vico-President, Sccrctary, Trcasuror, and four additional mombers, for a total
Committco of ton, with two roproscntatives from cach of tho five congrossional districts,
Tho Exocutive Committco shall bo olocted annually by all of tho members of the YD's of
Mississippi mcoting in convention. :

Soction 3. The dutios of tho officors shall bo, in addition to such spocial
dutics as arc clsowhorc statoed in this constitution, such dutiocs as arc customarily al-
locatod and attributed to, and performed by, similar officors in similar organizations
or clubs,

oy -

Soction 4, Officors of tho local clubs shall be olocted annually by a majority
votc of all rogular mombors prosont and ontitled to votc at tho annual mooting of the club
thirty days or morc beforc the annual YD statc convontion, and shall hold offico until the
next annual mooting, or until the cloction and qualification of thoir succossors.

e
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Arlicle VII - Exccutive Committoos
" Soction 1., In cach local club thoro shall bo an Exocutive Committoo composed of

such oloctod officors and appointod officors as doomod desirablo,

Soction 2. Tho Exoccutivo Committoos of both tho local clubs and tho statc organ-
ization shall constitutc the govorning boards thoroof, and shall, in addition to thdr dutios
spocifiod in this constitution, act as tho gonoral managing, suporvisory, and administra-

tivo Bodies of thoir rospoctivo organizations.
Section 3, Mootings of tho Exccutivo Committoos shall bo hold at such times and

placos as tho Exocutivo Committcos may docide, or as tho Prosidont or any othor two (2)
officors may spocify upon at loast two days® writton notico,

Scction 4, Thc local or stato Prosidont may from time to timo appoint such
other committoos (llembership, Financo, Social, Convontion, otc.) as tho club, tho Exocutivo
Commitico, or tho Prosidont may doom nccossary or advisablo.

Articlo VIIT - Mootings :
Soction 1, ‘An annual convontion of tho Young Domocratic Clubs of Mississippi
shall bo hold in tho month of August in oach calondar yoar,
and shall be hold upon such datc in said month at such
timo and plaCo as tho Exgcutlvo Committoo may dosignato,
Soction 2; "Rogular local club mootings shall bo hold oithor monthly or bi-wook-
1y upon such dato(s) and at such timo and placo as tho club Exccutivo Committoo may spocify.
f' Soctlon 3. ' Spcial mootings of tho club shall bo hold upon such occasions and at
such twmo, placo, and' on such datos”as tho Prosidont or tho Exocutivo Committcc may spocify.
. Soction 4, Noticos™ of' ‘cdch rogular and spcial mooting shall bo givon, at loast
a wock pvgox %o tho mbotlng, by mail or by tolophono call to cach activo momber,

Articlo IX - Duos

Scetion 1, Thore shall be no ontrance foo and no foo or chargo for initation
into tho club, '

Soction 2, Each mombor of tho club shall pay an annual momborship foo or duos
to be dotorminoed and collcctod by the Treasuror, or by such committoc and tho Prosidont

Scction 3, Spocial foos or assossmonts may bo chargod or loviod from timo to
tiro when uhO ‘Exceutivo Committos or tho club.ishall dircct, but such spocial foos or
assosmonts shall bo discouragoed oxcopt whon -doomod nocossary for the propor and offoctive
functioning 'df tho club or 1ts éssontlal activitics,

Artiecle X - Voling Quallflcatlons

* Ppon tho oloction of officors and mombors of tho Exocutivo Committco or ocach .
local club and. upon thc considotation of any mattor or quostion put to voto, only rogular
ncobors vhoso ducs aroc not dolinquont shall bo ontitlod to vote,

drt WGWO XT. - By-laws a

‘ A local club may adopt such by-laws as, from timo to timo, it shall doom nocos-
Sary, By—LaWS ‘shall bo adoptod whon approvod by a majority voto of tho mombors in good .
standing prdsont at thc rogular mooting or at a spocial mooting called by writton notico
stating tho purposc for which tho spocial mocting is callod. Said by-laws of a local club
shall not bo in conflict with this Constitution.

Axticlo X(I i
Soction 1, This constitution may bo amondod by a two-thirds (2/3) affirmative
voto of tho mombers prosont at tho annual statc convontion and oligiblo to voto in thoir
local clubs as horcin-above spocifiod; provided, howovor, that no proposod constitutional
amondment may be considorod or votod upon unloss tho convontion dolegatos shall have
roccived at loast two days prior to the convention a briof statomont doscribing tho
genoral unaturo of tho proposcd amondmont.

Soction 2, The constitution of local clubs may be amonded by a two-thirds
(2/3) affirmativo votc of tho rogular mombors prosont at any mooting and oligiblo to
voto as horein-above spocificd, :

L
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SECTIONS OF THE CONSTITUTION OF THE YOUNG DEMOCRATIC CLUBS OF AMERICA of special interest.

ARTICLE II - MEMBERSHIP Scction 3. (a) Affiliation of State Units shall be by Charter to be
granted by tho National Committoe of tho Young Democratic Clubs of America upon proper
application for Charter by the State Organization, with the verification signaturc and
authorization of thc Stato Organization Presidont and two of the throe State Sgnior Party
signaturos, to-wit, thc State Chairmen, National Committceman and/or National Cormittee-
woman provided such application shall be deliverced to the Presidont of tho Young Democratic
Clubs of America on or before thirty days prior to tho National Convention; and provided,
further, that said application shall contain a statemont to tho effoct that the applicant
is an activo statc organization of Young Domocratic Clubs which has hold a statc convontion
since the last National Convontion. And provided further that a chartor shall be granted
only to thosc states and units whosc officers shall have hcon clected at said state convon-
tion by declegatos rcpresenting local organizations within tho State or clectod by tho direct
h vote of such mombors of said organization and which stato grants county and collego clubs

roproscentation and opportwirity at said convontion provided that such clubs moot roquircomonts
set forth by the state constitution,

(b) No state organization or coutorpart thorcof shall bo accrodited by the
Credontials Committce for seating at tho National Convention without compliance with the
provisions of Article II, Soction 3(a) excopt that, if a dologation does not have the
requirced two out of three stato sonior Party signatures, or if a disputo ariscs and onoc or
more of such signaturcs is lacking, tho committee may rocommend and thc gonvention may
soat such a delegation, if any of such senior Party officcrs of said States failed to
support the Democratic Prosidontial nominee in the last proceding olecction.

(¢) Any dispute in rogara to tho validity of the Stato Organization or its
chartor may bo appealed to the National Committeo no later than 30 days beforc convontion,
vho shall act on the prescataticn of both or more factions according to the official
Constitution and By-Laws,

Scction 5., Stalo units and cach local organization affiliated thorewith shall
permit membership without rogards to race, roligion, or national origin and said state
units and all local member units affiliated therewih shall not sogregatce their members on
the basis of racc, religion, or national origin.

BY-LAWS 6., (b) Statc Organizations shall bo charterod by the Young Domocratic Clubs of
America upon receipt of a writton application for charter submitted biennially with a $100.00
charter foe, a copy of the State Constitution which is compatiblo with theo National
Constitution, a list of Statc Officcrs and officers of affiliatod groups such as county,

city, or colloge clubs,
* * *

SENIOR PARTY OFFICALS WERE DISILOYAL

iThowM1851551ppL Domocratic Party and its officials havo over and again declarced in public
Specchbs and printed mattor that they arc not a part of the National Democratic Party. A1l
recont Governors bear this out, such as former Governom(l, P. Co olemap-¥ho. said “This party
has always bcon soparate 1ﬁd distinct from the national party.” (BILOXI-GULFPORT DAILY
HERALD, May 10, 1963) And(Eidwoll Adam) Stato Dymocratic Chairman, has publicly announced
that ho was Jthrouah with tho Nwtﬂonal Bbmocratlc Party. The National Democratic Party -
will have to get somcbody clse to carry their banner,.”? (MONTGOMERY ADVERTISER, September 29,
C1962) PI‘OVlOll.:lyll’Td_LCcltOd his leyalties by comuenting thusly after Ross Barnottls
election as Iississippi Governors “I want to say I'm thankful to God that Ross Barnett has
savod Mississippi.” (TIME, Soptomber 7, 1959) iAnd since, Mr, Adam has madc it clear .that
he did not support the Democratic Presidential nominee in our last election., In eriticism
of Wirt Yerger, state Rfpublican Chairmar, ﬁﬁ:ﬁ) said "Not one word of praise or tribute for
Gov. Wallace and his horoic battles fought against Sotith-haters has been uttered by Parry J
 Howard®s succossor,...Would you, kr, Yerger, go ints the booth on eloction day, neoxt Novem-
“bor-and vote for Gov., Wallace if his name appoars on tho ballot as a Presidential candidate
or would you put your political dagger into tho back of thig champion of states®rights
from Alabama?® (Jackson CLARION LEDGER, 5/ 18/ 6l4) BRidwell '@ supported Goldwater, not

adgiod

IBJ. The_JACKSON. DALLY-NEWS..of August 8, 1954 heddlivied an article Leans to
Barry But Not Tho GOP....He said laws prov1do Yany olector can vote in the prosidential
election for any peron of his choice for prosident or vice pr651dent of the United States
- without regard to party linos aud without any penalty for so doing.” The noxt day the

DATLY NEMS. said “Earlier Wodnesday, State Democratic Chairman Gawell Adamdurged state
quors to cross party lines in the Nov., 3 geheral ol olection.? 1T 1s clear enough, but

Adam wanted to make surc that peoplo know ho was for Goldwater, so Septomber 11, 1964
JACKSON DAILY NEWS reports he said "State Democratic Chairman Bidwol¥ Adamydiscounts any
reprisalsagainst Mississippi Domocratg ‘Who "support Barry Goldwat “Lyndon Johnhson is
bidding for eight years in the UWhite H use, not four,® hc said. *glidﬁrohnson *has

" alroady cut the Kennedy apron strings. He wants it to become thé Johnson cable.® He said
. Johnson is a very astute man in the ficld of politics...and I apprehozfzgg&ifffisals from

the national Democratic owvganization or administration in the future. said Thursday
he sees ®no sign® of any furthor support in Mississippi for the Johnson-Humphrey ticket. -

No doubt one good reason was Mr, Adam®s.disloyalty. In October the o McCOMB ENTERPRISE
JOURNAL said *Mississippi?s¢femocratic Qhalrma says ho will not 1ift a fingor for the -

_ Domocratic ticket of President Iyndon B. Johnson and Sen. Hubert H. Humphroy. Adam said
= , S \
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Saturday ho will ncithor support nor campaign on the behalf of the national party candidates.®
(this story was also on thc Associated Press wires). Everybody in Mississippi know that

Adam and the regular Democratic Party supported Goldwater., As the Novomber 11 CLARION

LEDGER put it, “Goldwater was favorcd almost from the start since he had theo indirect

backing of Gov. Paul Johnson and tho state Domocratic Party machinory, plus the support of
formor Gov., Hugh Whitc and formor Gov., Ross Barnett.® (Additional proof can bc found in tho
BRIEF SUBMITTED BY THE MISSISSIPPI FREEDOM DEIOCRATIC PARTY to the Atlantic City National
Democratic Party Convention, prepared by Joscph ;c_(,, o assisted by Elcanor K. Holmes

and H, Mjles Jaffc)
* * *

STATEMENT GIVEN BY ROBERT OSWALD, FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE MISSISSIPPI YOUNG DEMOCRATS TO
SPENCER OLIVER, CHAIRMAN OF THE MEMBERSHIP PRACTICES COMMITTEE OF THE YOUNG DEMOCRATIC CLUBS
OF AMERICA., THIS STATEMENT WAS GIVEN TUESDAY, MARCH 23, 1965 .IN THE OFFICE OF SPENCER OLI-
VER. WITNESS PRESENT WAS MISS GERI STORM, NATIONAL COMMITTEEWOMAN FROM SOUTH DAKOTA.

Democrats, and a past secrctary of tho Mississippi Young Democrats. it the present time I
am serving as Chairman of thc Jackson County Democratic Executive Committco -- a post which
I have held for tho past ton years. In my capacity as Prosident and Socretary for the Young
Democrats, at no timec was I approached by any groupof Negroos in Mississippi who sought to
obtain a charter as a club under tho lMississippi Y.D. organization. In the ton years that
I have sorved as county chairman, I have nover had any Negro goupr comc to me with a requost
for any information concerning matbters political or party matters with the singular excep-
ions of the Kormedy campaign in 1960, and the Johnson campaign in 1964 when several Nogroos
came to my office and asked for campaign matorial and received it from me, and worked with
those of us in my county who were what we called down there ¥loyal democrats.® I have never

OSWALD: My namo is Robert Oswald and I am a past prescdent of the Mississippi Young

. known of any of the so-called Freedom Democrats,.who are actually functioning in, with and

around the SNCC group and the COFO group, to have mectings for party political purposes,

We have had these groups active in my county and my views in my county have been quite well
known to the extent that recriminations have been made against mo personally, and against
my family and against my childre; and yet nonoe of these Negro poople have contacted me at
any timo with a requcst to participate in any manner within the framowork of the regular
Democratic Party or within the framework of the Young Domocrats., Lawt year, I did receive
several letters from individual Negroes around tho state asking how to go about chartering
a local Y.D, organization, At that time I was no longer the President nor official of any
type in the Mississippi Y.D.’s and I referred ihem to the gentleman who was my successor,
and who happencd to be not a Democrat, but in fact, a Dixiccrat or a Republican, The
Dixiecrats had madn an efforl al lLe time I was elocted, to take over .the Mississippi Y.D.s,
wo woro aortunatle, however; in being able.to defeat that cffort, Futurc ovents caused many

. of the staunch Y.D. mombers in Mississippi to havo to drop out due to econpmic recrimination

against them in their home towns, and the organization becamo for all practical pmrposes an
organization in name only, Not withstanding this, wo continued to identify ourselves with
the national party and with the ideals and aspirations and programs of the national party,
OLIVER: Bob, did you ever know of any instances in any of thé other clubs in the state,
whore Negroes were kept out or discriminated against any place in your organization out-
sidc of your home county of ahy other place/" '

QSWALD: I would have to answer that by saying no, because I never learned of any effort
beigg mado by any Negro group or any individual for ‘that matter, to participate within the
party, wither the Senior Party of the Y.D.'s

OLLVER: When you were an officer of the Young Democrats, in Mississippi, how many clubs
did you have in tho statc? o

OSWALD: We had about seven or eight clubs that were widely scattered throughout the state
from Oxford, thats the University chapter up at Ole Miss, down to Gulfport and Pascagoula
on the Gulf Coast. "Tho organization -- thdt was the largest number that the organization
ever had for that metter, and due to the peculiar political climate that existed in Missis-
sippi, it was very difficult to foster clubs in the various towns of the state, I night
make this further observation you., Contrary to what some of the Press would have you
believe, not all of the counties of Ifississippi followed the so-called Mississippi pattern
of voter discrimination and-like. In my own county, for example, to my certain knowledge.,

S

Negroes have heen régistering without any diffulty since 1895, and not withstanding all of

.| thé various upheavels that have occured, they have had no trouble whatsoever in going down
. to register. In fact, the only time that there was any sort of a restraint or limitation

was back during the tense racial situation a year or so ago when it became necessary to

limit the nunber”that might, be in thé courthouse at any particular time. This was due,
however, to Certaifi” Tocal Circumstancos’ that existed that were unrelated to the racial

- problem. And it became a question of how many -- whether you wanted to pack the cooridors

of the courthogi??”ﬁy whether you were going to have an orderly procession of people going
into the REgistrar?s office. The Judge and the Sheriff determined that the orderly pro-
cession was far bettér thpn just Jafiiing the people up in the corridors and so that systen
was followed., But &the¥ than tha, and I personally observed these things, there was never
any instances of anyone being abused and every Negro who chose to register was registered.
s true they{were’ required to take this literacy test, but in my county, the thing is

' véry generously interpreted in favor of the right to vote. And, in instances where white

white people have failed to pass the test, they have been turned down on the same basis that
Negroes have been turned down. And yet, we have o@geryed that there has been no wholesale
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cffort ade by the 'crroes to come in and register. It follots nattorn thot exdsts in
larze arcas of the nat:n.onf in that while they have the right to come in, like a lot of whito
peeple, they m.ut con'’ bother to coms in and registex,

OLIVER: Let mo ask you about ghat happened to the Young Democratic organization of which
you wero a part. . Does it sti “Tunction? 1s it still in existecace, or are remains evident?
OSWALD: What happené‘a"“tb'%e .D.7s after T ¢3ased to be President =- a gentloman by the
nams of_Al Neceise, who is an att:rney in Gu-fport, who was a very ciose > _politicdl friend
of Rogs_Rarnett and of Governor Paul Johnson, took over the reisn, ‘and tluy have for all.

practical purposes buried they' I‘LLSSloSlppl Y.D, movement, ;@n§ of the peoorie who originally
participated in thy Tormation of the ¥:D.’s thore, cre still

_____;______}_%%_to the concept, they arc
faithful to the national Democratic party ;and they want to sec the thing revitalized.
Buit, they rocognize, as co 1., that wc are confrontod with one hell of a situation at thc

-

prasmﬁ‘. . ITt-has Mo 11..med.mm, answer to ti, AFH W& rocognize that at this time, ant%“ rect
dohbera"“ﬁe pariﬂcipz‘:‘t‘zon in ’che stﬁ.te of M ssissippl by the National Democpalig Party is
gOTNto™ R T I~Nogro lomocratlc party within thie Statg o1
LR T ) o x NS TS ST P 115 time, they think that Chats desirablo, or may foel that such

course-ts-justified becauss of a- century of actise and so on;‘* ut:at the seue timo

Q
~o .- thousands of white Mississi

a.ana 'h-.u Wb to paz ticipate :m the Dumocrat c ParL who

organization, who are loyal ne Naulonal Party as evn.denced bJ the fact that 522000 did,
in facy, po out and veote for ths dohnsen-Hummavoy tickelb the last tine around -- an oi'e

Lesissippi,  So you can §de that. thoro is support to the - although this last time
arou, "It was- vory insignificatn in the total picture, But wg don’t want to see the white .
i 2 Segregatcd whitc boiitical o¥panization that could only,

AT, while 1t may ben that temporarily the Rgpublican Party
an overall liboral goal of *mttract:a.ng the Negro votex-s, in the flnal

will coms oulb with

enalysis I don®t think that anyonc :Ln a positoin of ros ons i1l ganbs to soe Sissippid
~or~any other state diiven out of TS National Domocrat ’tﬁf“ while there is a reasonable

‘along a

bas*s to bel:l.ovc that T o Lo come, tho Party con pe rebullt that is -more

pozesof the Dumocratic Part And many of us, thousands

of us, In THo State rocognize tiis can bo dons, it- simply cannot be-doncr-at-thi& PFEEEHt -
time with the teasion that®s in tho air there.
S0 g

OLIVER: sesgnt plans or any present prospects for the Young Democratic Clubs
in DL551ssj.ppj. to attempt to be chartercd by tho Natlonal organizetion at Lhe nhexc national

convention? .

CSYATLD: “N,g,,,, The Y D. organ'.';.za't:'.cn hes been effectively buried by Mr., Necaise, thi

thao the C . cxpired by viriue of the torms of the Constitution. And,

5 ) T BI” to-revitatize ¥t; N1thsugh, there is some intewest

wmwcoup:baw or 'th@weﬁi}egtsm 11?"%%%% Cicul cwly on an integrated basis, but-the peiont
“"”ﬁ:‘S“m«@tmto Prove-ihat-we-can mrke-integration-a—faect Ain Missiesippi and.the Y. D orgamzatlono

';' I think that' the bng range view timt we have to consider is the overail benofit to the Parsy,

of a total Democratic Pavby, in the statec of Im.ssls%:'.pp.L that will be on an integrated badis,
that will be worthwhite to the fidtional~party in future elections:= - wm « w o ceee o™

OLIVER: w‘%}n}c meuld be the offect, both long range and.prosently. -of-blre-YREN)
ranting a chart : oung Damocrats appearcd in Atlantic City, and are
expected to appcar again in I‘-ansas City secking a char't;er?

OSWALDs mhg_ul,"gj_mi‘e Laaulb.of sugh a step would be to make the Democratic Party in
isgissippl a totally Negro organivatici, Tho tension thero is too great a S Ulne,
I know that people arcund the nation arve tired of hearing the words "lel?s have a little
patience on this thing?, bul right now we're on the vergc of the greatest thij
happened to the South. Laking place -- that’s this Voting Rill

. and whoen the Negroes are
given thne rignt to vote, in all elections, TocoughoTTe M‘s".s'i'é's‘:':npio ERD OF FIRST TAPE.
OLIVIRS

Bob, we were talking aboul the effests of scating the Young Domocratic Organization
WEWWWA tantic City, and which wo oxpect to appear in Kansas City or :Ln New York

tm@bﬁa&ﬂ,&h@eﬁw%r as awMngemcmtlc Clubs~of “Mississippin--and would yeu

AE3

at ever

can-—your-boll-us what- you lnoyref-bhiso az ion;y and ItE” sXisteneewand how ‘doss™it
ForiCTION, - ana wh ”’d‘b“m"&hinkwwcui“ﬁ b6 Lhe “¢ffect of the YDCA granting-such a cHartsr to
them? T e RPN

Wowm.h A s

QBWALD: WelJ,, I think that we have to relate the entire Negro movement polltr::allv in
l\ﬁ.ssa,ss:.ppl :m order proparly tq answer tha‘c, cuest;ong P

it h‘.»dﬂ

MLss:t.ss:LppJ. uheegrpes We” 7 er [Ved or tr o r:z.gnt to"’parE:Lci pa”&e 0 Tt ‘ose conven'cibns by

o vt
tance

&'t"blc’l.p'?'be in any prc,c.mct convention, ’s true that t 0
: “Tho precincts in some of the parts of the stW
. ..,n ot -55}" Liaelr people ue.i.ecbec’f as prec;nct del8gatos” TothE™eoUrCy domocratic convention.
T Bt 1 know 40 Iy coungywnsre wo have a Negro populaulon of prowably 12 to 15 thousand, that
not at a singl o 1~ec*:mct dld one Negro appear, .a ugh Tho Tact of The holding of the
pr‘é@iﬁ"cu oLV Cil Lo WS- WoT-pubretzed-in Uhe. oca'L nowspapers “and in spi"t’é‘“b’f‘*tho‘*fac;
that at tho rcquest of one of the local NEWSPATSTS, L DA Wil a cdetaj that

- spelied i ERIe TV A threparty- maehi*nery@tm%t%‘*red“fwﬁr the I,rem nct electlon on up

o “tHe StAtevonventitn,  dnd T had-ne-anauirs RO any . NOZro as uo”}low, or what they could
,WWMTW- Jto do -- adbhoush My pOSTLTD D lTman was

. il , and "T-Have~worked with numdTous Neg ~oé‘3”“i‘”"‘ “past,_politic
: Qampa:.gns Elonal party, ~Nore showed un- "e.za»»mywcmmtyo Yet', Yo have hadw%ne SNCC

e -

T ——— . J
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crovp ard the COFO group which are promoters of the FOP program or at least allies in any
cvent, aqhivo within the couaty, and none of those pcople have made any effort whatsoever

to coptect me, I don't feel That T havo any particular respon51b1hty to go out and search
thom up. Thoy know me thoy have no difficulty

in finding cut wherc I am located and corming down there to my offico if thoy choose to. ind,
I don't “tm.val\ that thoy have made a legitimato cffort to participate in party affairs in
m:mJ of tho soctions of the State. It was obvious to mo whon I looked at the pattern of
their action in 1964 that %ﬁad selected the worst spots of the state for their activity
which amounted to nothing. more-chan-aetunlly demonstiacions. And yot, evemn In thoss areas,
thoy dId ot take dovm & majority of peoplo to participato.in the precinct comvention. In

county, for oxample, we had somo deleagtes from some precincts electod with no more
..;?@mvpewlo present at tho particular pxecln\,t It would have boon no job for
. 5. ~RAO-They. chosen, to. go down with ten poopic and tHS thould have Wﬁm

to tho«vo@maty convention. JIhe samo thing is truc dn Tho nolghboring countios to the west
of me which is Harrison County¢— wheramGulﬁﬁori:&m“iom, Mississippi are located. I havo
tadked +o the peup'Le in the-party ovor thero, and they sald that a similar sTTuation existed
there, And yeb,-in.a number of precincts, just on a pex-head counby.,..the.Negrods outnumber
tho wilto poop'Le in the precincts. So they could have.-taken cver if- 'bhey had wanted
sincerely to participate in the Party mattors, and not just try to get headlines.
GERT_STARMS. licre arc your prec:umtmcom@ntmonswheld«? e e e

CSUALDs, h-Mississippi ,- they -are.hedd at ithe.actual votimg place. .in mst coun’c:.os, It

may boa schoo, 3%-may bo a Chu-ch, It may-be-tho.courthouse, it may be the city.hadd.,-some
. _Dpublie-bu . ag.3a genera . In. a few-arcas, Lhere.is s bwildipg Xhatis wsed . for "
tha W&ﬂsﬂ«@ purpose. .ind, -they .are well identified, they are gentrally located as a -
gonoral 1~ule,, amole parking, the bublic knows where they are. They have.beeny-in a general
rulo, in the same location for many, many yearso

OLTVFPs2 -.Boby let me ask --did.you hs knowledge ¢ ~grgup--of Young Democrats that
wenb to Atl antic City before, Lhep-iiarid: here»y@uﬂ:s.n contae:t. with them.in any way, or did

Fou Krow. any parea.cipantei- Wh&bw:[ want to-know,- what th d what
~doa vou have of this organization, -how il-was-organiwed; who-organized :1.t swho
paf“tlw-paucs in 1it, how excensive it is, and this sor of thing for our partlcular informa-
tion, If you would tell us what you know aboul that.
QSEAIDs I was.not.personally conatacted by any of themy—as. I ik -F-nertioned earlior. I
did receive several letters addressed to mc asking for information on how to organize a Y.D.
club in Miscissippi. And thosc I replied to and advised of the name and address of the
pewby whom ‘thOj should cogtact for that purposc. And this I did, bocuase I hatno ofi‘lc:.al
sw Uuﬁ with the Y.D.'s A far as the activity that the ame. . had i Hpda
THEY have worked with, and as a pant-ef-the SNCC.a
m‘"é?b having a po't:Lt:Lcal organization or being politica oricnted 1n what they are doi
@ave suonll T —%%Hd L have loarned of no such action on thelr party within the state.
trer-basteToing t“hey have been doing has been to work along, and bring about demonstrations, .
and they have not sought to get down to the greassroots_and work with the old line established
o eI OTTIIIZATIoNn 1n the counties and in tho districts. Now, I m:n.gnt mako this obser-
TEETON T you. They may disagrec with what is dono, as I fmquen%yud&»&@g%ewﬂth what is
done in my.shake,.but at lhe same. time, I recognize that just Because T don't Iike whe the
county chairman may be a county or two away, I can’t go in and say “Well, look the hell with™
kim mwguab,mgmzsmaﬂwnemmpol&t@ealm@wtye -wLet“«s-wwgﬂvmm*d“ﬁWﬂmWatlc party there.”
Somctimes I trink that would be highly appropriate on the state levely -and-yeb-bhere-ds a- -
way o go about this..If we start tearing up all of the rules and saying "0.K. we have a -
. spa@«aﬂ.m%arswer&,:bo -cast aside all the rules, then who can say but what some other SR
group Tivo years or ten years.frop now .can.come.along and say 70.K.-bhe-rules-dondt-work to -
suit us anymore, so lels toar them up, and let’s set on a new course.” You will make new
rules every time you get a dissatisfied group. What I say is this. I think these people
have a right to participato in every thing that does on, politically, within Mississippi,

o ot et o o

To pac: Tate, and "they haven't dome thn.am‘ T think that they have some

ohligntion in the matter.
O‘T‘v IM@MM@MWBQM Did.ihis organi ’ ‘
tha at JLapocratic CMW ~Dn.d they every. c_,,@glug. T.egd.stratdo

Ko 0: VES 0n ﬁnrvi"xnn in ny;anmy;

ol or have guest speakers, or have g ip
liko a ung Democratic Club,.Qr did they use Lhensolves Erlnca.gallx as a civil rights.

@ga.d..a,lao.,...hmd -extensive..do-you-kmew. thelr. Yoing Demogratic organ:.za’clon o be,
l\lot 51»0(1&1‘ CQEQ, but what they contend to be the Young Democralic.oR@anistalid. Ol sl ] sms.s;Lpp:L

5 vho Le oint is -~ that thereis no separate sYoung Dg“mg‘é;;gt &ovement . e

I‘t" all -a part of COFO operation down there, _AS far as what thei. Hong a8, - N
progosed or prospective Y.D,’s in ms31S§;pm la cqgcgrged, Ygtemtraggnman ‘t‘he Yike, -

I knoy! mnkﬁy%% can Separate 34.ouk, because it's.a.
W ep referring to countx bocause . "
RRENES xhbsedy.thare, they came in and pre’cended to have pre c:ant elet:a.onso They
neu me@'b at ‘t’ °Cl"lc'tso ney das; Lnated WIgre LI Rer e . Lo kawp;j_@ee wn\”ﬁ"""
'bhﬂu thez poaced in the newspaper, _.--Iia ey he N MBS TANE Seil) I disregard of any of
the STATULESmG-bhogtate.. NITNT wers ot in the morni g, as the law prescr:.e

bﬁt ﬁare EXA EEE They were at & egro “TrsorTE ® 1in one_instange-y-bhe -
Negvo churcg ;_W g_.gp ther I always a. mg 1%, And, now thls desp:.‘te the fac'b
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that thoy had made no offort in the county to participate in the procinct conventions that
had already been held, and although_tho responsible eadership in tho county well knew

e party leaders in the county; they wo wew that thoy could get ccooperation any tdne
they ¢ 1T, they knew that thoy had had the full assistance of the majority of the

county Democratic Committee whenever they called upon it for help. ind, they simply have
never in that colnty, becd denied any participatior. 'The truth of the matter is; they
simply have never sought to participatc. | , . : o
OLIVER: "Bob, fg havehad a number of inguirgs. Wo did during the campaign, the Democratic
National Committeg and tho natiohal office 6f the YDCA has had inquiries from 'some people
in Mississippl, Somec.young pooplo at Univessitics and other places who want to participat e
in the Young D mocrats§ whe.want to organizc clu Sg an rocelved a phone call just th
other day from an English professor at tho Q GilETS TR NN k) oo N ?
wanted to orpanize a Jouliz Democrakic club thore,-and they asked us how to go about it,
oW tMELT young people can participace in v - Drmseratie organi zations-as-affiliated and
supported by the national YDCA. What shovld we toll these people? Where can they partici-
pate and how should irc deal with this problem if we don’t have a chartered organization

down there/ -

OSWALD: Those people who are by inclinatidnn, Democrats, are going to continuec to ho such
regardless of particular or peculiar affiliation they may have through an organization.
] END OF TAPE TWO '

oliver:s We wel'e discussing how young people could participatc in the Young Democratic party
in Mississippi if thore is rio YDCA organization.

OSWALD: ™ You must Bear “in mind that-we have no~state-senicr party organizetion in the-sbtate
.Mlts and older people can participate as rar as an affiliation wi he national
pdrty Is concerned, Lhe state democratic machinery is in the hands of people who are not
nationa . _The¥ call themselye ‘I“ﬁ.ssissip‘pﬁ%cra%, you can call ‘them a
Dixiecrat or a R publican. and.eifher ong of those shoes would fit. And what we are jn the

Roggoss ol deing now, is putting together, in various ;1es of the state, a very small
‘Bttle group of people who are national democrats. We’re not meeting with publicity or a
" great deal of fanfare, we arc not concerned with publicity__at the moment, wo are conwerned

. with trying to lay the gr ork foF doing the job that mist be done, JAnd these younger
‘-people wij.% have an epportunity TS pe ¢ in such organizations as that., We've got

of the statc political michinery as rar o5 ths Democratic Party in Missis-
- sippl i% doticerned, = That¥s what we're tryimg to dos -We're~including in this group that we
are working with; all segrents of MUEETssippt Society, “without regard t6 tase,-coler,. or
anything else. It includes labor, includes the DFOLcEEicns, people from all walks of Fife.
And we can 888 TRETNEIVE EOT Lo fight the battle out within the-framework of what exists
down there now, but if we go apout engaging in wishful thinking, the job will-neeer-be-done.
So weltpe-trying to lay the groundwork now, and these younger people can work with us. e
have peoplie around Oxford and otk arts of the state who will work with them, and help
channel™tm Sthuaiasn along the line that will be bory Helprul in tho snng-run to the
pgii;ty, Buf.at this stage of the game, to creat an all-Negro Young Democratic movement in
Mississippil, 15 going BT 5 deacn of the Young D L ent on along range- -
basis as Tar as Tho stace of Misoissippl 1S concerned. And I think it would be a loss to
the Y.D.%s nationally for this to occur. ’
OIIVER: said befcre that this Young Democraiic.group of which we have been speaking was

U
affiliated with BNCC and COFO, do_you khow any of these people? Do_you know lMelvin Whitfield
U.SE

“or how do_you Ekow thal tThese people are affiliated with these groups, and aren't ]
young Negrocs who want To gagf’;g&gate in the Young Democrats? Do you have any evidence that

; B8 Tinanced, or that they participate completely in the other groups? Or are they

just off-shoots, or what/
TOSWALD: RIT-ofthis Is'related tinme~wise and otherwise to the SNCC-COFO effort that began
in Mississippi.l No effort, as I described carlier, was made by any Ngro groups to~ partici-
patc in my county or in any of the other counties of which I have knowledge, in the poli-
tical strucste there, BEven though they know they would have been welcomed. The-only thing
that did Happen, was the several letters that I received asking how they went about
organizing. ‘MNow, it is impossible fox me to conceive that a group of interested, sincere
youn Negroes Whnd wanted o partitipate-dn~the-Y6Umg, Dernocrat movement in Mississippi gould
not have made théemsolves known tOTtHe DESTIT#18-Hade conspicuously indentified themselves
With Tho NACIonaL. DRReEsie. wartyin MEEissippl for years, and years and years and years —
and who nave Heretoferes-over a Period Ol .years, worked with, and ceeperated with~the
‘Neégro' leadership in Mississippi. There has been none of that displayed by.the so-called
movement, this present movomenty, to get the charter for this Negro group in Mississippi.
OLTVER: Bob, having begn President of the Mississippi Young Democrats and having attended
a national eonvention, you are familiar with the procedure for chartering in the YDCA. And

under the present circumstances, it seems that the Young Democratic grou0, the extensible-
Young Democratic group that appeared at Atlantic City, ;{%Mmm
-- conply with all the TTements octher than those of Fecelving the signatures o g .
National Commifc{cam"_a‘mhﬁoman and State Senior Party Chairman. And those '
particular provisimns, the latter provisions_can be waived if they can .show evidence that
$hcse people did not support the Democratic Party TOPANGes in the last goneral election.

And it is our understanding at this time, that they are gathering such information and
we expect them to come to Kansas City and to seek to be chartered by our organization, and

we.Logl. bhal our orgarﬁ.zation is emotionally, and very sympathetic with their general .
purposcs, and certainly WLCH V1 Bhts movefferrt~4TtHE South. Under the circumstances

whé 3 2T do you Lhink we smould do under these particular

clrcumstances 1f these people seek & charter, We reall] & i rounds that
Qco}xld deny them on, expecially .since ther8 iS 10 .other group in Mississippi, jthat is -
Y ey Xv.('».' - v X N [ N - o , : Y
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seeking a charter or is functioning as a Young D mocratic organization. Perhaps you see our
delima and what the situation is, and what would-you suggest that we do?
OSWALD: Well, first I think that the Voting Bill that is now pending i§_ggig§~§gakﬂ%§~§uch

.

found ef create such tensions on a temporary basis in lMississippl and other
Southern states, that there would be nothing to be gained by further st¥rring of an already
1%§T7§f€ﬁ§€iaﬁ”aﬁﬁﬁ"fﬁéreq Tthink that if any chartering were sinply delayed until arter
the Voting Bill is passed, and some effort is begun to subside, and frankly, I think that
many of tho basic notivating forces behind these people will begin to disappear, as they
begin to enjoy the right to vote in lississippi. I can appreciate the problem that the
Committee is confronted with; I think that the Committee could well ask itself a question.
What effort has been made by this group to welcome others to participate with thom in a
~Ysumy DoTocrat movement in Mississippi.d Especially in view of the fact that they have
apparently little effort to contact any of the people vho have been sympathetic for decades
with their cause., And, where they would get a friendly ear, where they would get such
cooperation as might be possible from that particular individual. But above all, T think
that the tension that exists in the South cannot be understood by pegple who do not live
there, or people who go dorm and stay for a brief period of time. Y u’ve seen what can
happen at Selma, you've seen what can bappen up at Oxford, you’ve seen what happened down
at Philadelphia, We’re dealing with a question not of just Negro rights and voting, youlre
dealing with a situation of massive ignorance on the part of a large segment of the white. |
~population down there, and to throw a lighted match into a can of gasoline is not the better
course of wisdom, I Hon't think. And, thc matter is beginnigg to resolve itself. I don't
think that wo are talking about a delay of any long period of time, but I think that I8~
would serve the overall Y.D. program, it would serve the mation, if, at the momement, there
are no fujrther episodes to kick off more hatred in Mississippi or any other state. And the
net result of this, of chartering sujch a group at this particular time is all I'm talking
about, at this particular time it would be like lighting the fuse. And what would it gain?
What would it gain the Y.D.”s? It°’s truc that there’s a great deal of emotion and feeling
on.this matter, but I feel compelled to look at it in the ong range history and what we can
do not just this year, but next year, and the next election and the election after that.
And I think in that context, a delay for a short period of time until the Voting Rights

Bill can be begun to be implemented 18 not saylng never, it’s saying let things calm dowm
a~3etIE Bit, and thenlet’s all Work togother.

'OLIVER: Bob, of comrse, many people will argue that that®s what many of the Southern .
Leaders have been saying To¥ along time. And that the only thing that has precipitated
SWLTT action on the part of the Congress and the Justice Depabtment is the dononstrations

, and is the violence that has occurred throughout the South and the demonstrations that are
occuring today in Selma, and Montgomery Alabama. And, many people in our organization, I'm
sure, feel that by having the Young Democratic Clubs of America go on record by chartering
such a group as will be in fansas City, that we will show the world and the Party and
perhaps our elders that we, the youth of the Party, the leaders of the future are in
sympathy with the Civil Rights movement in the South, and that we think that the degrada-
tion and the discrimination has gone to such an extent that the time for waiting has passed.
Would you comment on what you think the effect in this regard, our chartering such an
.organization might have.

OSWALD: I don’t know that it would preve any particular point in the long run which is
what I'm trying to poirt out here. It might be of some temporary significance, but when
you measure it against what you would have done aver the long haul, you would have created
the vory thing that you dispise. You would have created a totally, segregated politically.
strycture of the Y.D.'s in Mississippi. On such a basis, that would almost preclude the
thing every from becoming integrated, On the other hand, therc is tho rcal prospoct that
within a fairly short poriod of time aftor tho Voting Rights Bill has boen onactod, that
thoro will begin a groator dogroo of intograting political life in Mississippi, and whon

I say in a short poriod of timec, I'm talking about assuming that this Voting Rights Bill

will bo law within 60 or 90 days, and that tho implomentation of il ~--ewwe=-
(END OF THIRD TAPE -= Transcribed by ; arch 24,

(( oditor?s notos Mr. Qswald told me fhune L, 165-that-he though it would takc ten voars for
the Voting Rights Bill to havc achioved substantial rogistxration))‘) )

* * *

J—
MEMBERSHTP PRACTICES COMMITEEE, MINORITY REPORT, April 10, 1965, H& Jack éggggg:)

The issuc boforo the.-National .Committec is-whether tho Young Domocratic Clubs of Mississippi
havo mot the constutional roquircments for chartoring by the YDCA, e.g. do they ropresent
YD clubs in Mississippi, have thoy had a state convontion, otc., in short, do they havo a
real,. active organization?

I. August 1964 to February 20, 1965 (6 months) In August at the YDCA National
Committee meeting in Atlantic City the Young Democratic Clubs of Mississippi submitted to
the YDCA an Application for Charter, a copy of their Constitution, minutes of their State
Corventoin, and a list of Sfficers. (soo Official Minutes of Atlantic City meeting).

)

Opponants. pointed out that the applicants did not have signatures by any of the three state

senior party officals, i.0. State Chdirman, National Committoeman, National Committeewoman,
The. Mississippi Young Democrats contended that the senior party people had not supported
the National ticket dn-the prior olection and that thorefore, under the YDCA Constitution,




the signatures wero not roquired. Oppononts contended that this had not bcen adequately
provon in the mocting. By a votc of 69-57 tho National Committec voted not to scat tho_

Mississippi, Young ngogg'fg__"T5651dont AL H usc told thom that he hoped that thoy Would go
bz hissdssippi , continue to organizo, and come back o _thc next YDCA meeting with proof
of their contention about tTH& Pposition of the senior party people. ~DB£&2%C§ ¢ 6 months from

August 1964 until February 20, 1965, no effort was mado by the National Y to assist or
even to contact the lississip i Young Domocrats, NotWITHSTANding The Tact that a Iist of
thetr8TTicors had boen submitted to the YDCA and notwithstanding tho fact that staff 1

members and elected officials of the YDCA travelled extensively during the elction campaign.

-Finally, six months after the Atlantic City meeting, on February 20, 12652 a letter was
‘ to helv1n 1old, State President oI thc
e ] WAS_ '0!_nv0d Chairman of the Membgr-
elephono contapt .with State Presdiont Medvin..
' ‘Whltfleld”and Nﬂflonal Commi ankso o cantact was made with any other
_“oITicers of tho IRSeLssippL Young Denocrﬂ’%:s° ~ |

II The Jackson upetlng (Aprll Ly, 1965) Chairman Qlivor arranged a meeting in
attendod by a number of persons interesting in the

Yo Cheirman O ver and Commiittee membor Jack Sexfjon attended. the meeting.
Senlor xarty Slgnaturos The moeting in Jackson, Mississippi, on April 4, conclusively

t blishod that the Present state Chairman, Bidw \dam, did not. support thc National

ic in the last prosidential election, Melvin Whitfiel ato Frosident) “Migﬁigéiﬁgi

" Young Democrats) read a newspaper article in vhich Tawoll iddam stated prior to the November
1964 eloction that Ee Would "not 1ift a finer? to to_help.the Johnson-Humphrey tlckct
A letter which was snet To midwell Adam prior to the November - clectlon was read, crltlclzlng
Adam for supporting Goldwater in the November election. The proof that was allegedly
lacking in Atlantic City has now been provided. B. The Mississippi Young Democrats
Organization. The sole issuc to be decided by the National Committee Meeting is whether
the Mississippi Young Democrats come within the requirements of the YDCA Const:.tutlon for
grant of a charter. This in turn revolves itself primarily into the questior’ of whether or
~ not the Young Democrats of lMississippi lwe a real organization, really have clubs, really
have meotings, really have members, really'had a state convention. In Atlantic City in
August of 1964, ten membors of the Mississippi Young Democrats came to Atlantic City and
were exten51vely questioncd individually by various members of the National Committee. Ak
the ] in Jackson on April 4, six mombers of the Mississippi Young Democrats were
present and at various times 1n the meeting in response to questions, described the

activities of their organization. They said that a groupofTé2Egggglgﬁhgd”gmmeamlgg_%g
Jacksop in July to plan tho Young DemocralsTStertetormvomtio: Ssgﬁﬂggdhﬁlg_;g_éggﬁzmm?t
which ofricers vepe elected and that there are 15 clubs with approxzimately 300 members,

Thdy gave to the committee the names of 15 towns in which they had clubs, and iglsix of

those _towns, t ames of the local club., They agreed to furnis

~ complete list of their clubs and officers (As noted above they had alreddy furnlshed a
list of officers and minutes of their state convention to the YDCA in August 1964 Y The
evidence before the committce 1ndlcates that they do have an organization, that'they do have
clubs, that they have had meefIngs; and that they Tave had & state conventions - The YDGA -
has had over 7 months since Atlantic City to investigate and has produced no evidence to the
contrary. The foregoing conclusion rests not simply on-the ‘statements of the State
Presidont Melvin Whitfield, but on the statements made by the ton people who came to
Atlantic City, the statemonts made by the six people including Melvin Whltfleld, who
attendmd the April 4 meeting in Jackson and the information submitt3d to the YDCA in
Al1antic’ ‘City. ¢f Tactics All of those at the Jackson meeting exprcssed willingness to |
work tegether @g_g;ganlzgmgnxggggﬁed Young Democratic Clubs in Mississippl, ldoking
Toward a State Convention in the summer. lelvin Whitfield proposed that a state convention
be held in the summer at which new officors could be olected, To bo voted upon by all those
clubs reprebented at the Convention. Melvin Whitfield invited those present_to send
ropresentatives to thezKansas City National Committee meeting and to part1c1pwte in a State
Conventipn.. ,Ihg*§g;gﬁpgzng”gﬂﬂdiggg:ggggnt between the Young Democratic Clubs of Kississi-

pri aQg4E%%Eﬁgggggdgg_;ha_igggggphmectlng was.uwhether it would be_ tactically desirab%e for
the Young ocratic ] DMigsis i_to apply for a charter in Kansas City at

Time. 6 others a the moeting stated that it would be tactically wiser 1o Wait until’

the fall, The respresentatives of the Young Democratic Clubs of Iississippi dlsagreed

The questlon of what would be 1dea1 tactics in Mississippi 1% mot an issue before the
Membership Practices Committee, ror is it an issué before the National CommltteQOL Assuming
that the Young Democratie Clubs of Tnssis51pp1 renew theiy Peéguéest for charter9 the sole
issue to be decided by the National Committee is whether the application comes within the
YDCA Constitution. By analogy; over tho past scveral- years, some persons have stated.

that some of the actions that were brough in court by Negroes on civil rights issues should
not have been. brought at that time, but rather that it would have been better taclics to

‘wait until the ‘situation improved to bring these action. However, once the actinms were
brought, the courts had no alternative but to consider them on uhe merits, Similarly,
because there. is a.dlsagreemtn among various Democrats in Ifississippi about timing is not

a reason for the National Committee to avoid passing on the merits of the charter application.
D. Where was lMelvin Whitficld on April 1? 'On_the te April 1, Chairman

0liver asked Melvmn Whitficld where he was. The a that he was in MississiPpi.
gEEE;izggg§L32§2%BggE“z5é§~§g§_§y1dgngg_ﬁﬁa§_hg_was actually in Caﬁfornlao However, fﬁés
eria 0 e issue: 1

The issue is whether the Mississippr Young Democrats




T 1o

comply with the YDCiA Constitution and not whether Whitfield was in Mississippi, California,
or somewherec else on that particular day. 2. The following circumstances should be kept
in mind: Melvin Whitfield is an 18 year old from Iississippi. He led a group to
Atlantic CiTy WRICH SOUght a IDCA charter, This group was rojocgea on the ground that thoy
had failed to profe that any of the state senior party officials had failed to support the
Natjonal tiket last electihon. Some proof was presented in utlantic City. The Mississippi
Young Democrats knew that the state sconior party officials had not supported the Kcennedy
ticket in 1960, lelvin Vhitfield could logitimately have ooncluded tlt his group was
turned down in Atlantic City on thc bassis of a phony issuo. He was then encouraged by
the national President to get back to Mississippi and continue organizing and come back to
the next meeting, which he and his group havc now dome. The National YDCi made no offort to
help this group until a letter was sent on February 20, 1965. Nejt, Whitfield received a
telophone call from a perscen whom he did not know, who identified himselI as Spencer Oliver,
Chairman of The Tembership Practlcos Committee ol tho Young Demoératic Clubs of America, ~
and wh owed a rather extraordinary intorest in exactly wherc Whitfied was telephoning .
from.  .Given the present atmosphore in Mississippi, lMississippi Negroes do not lightly give
out their own namos and addrcsses or the names adn addresses of other persons, particularly
to strangers. We all know that thero is an atmosphere of fear in Mississippi and that
reprisals have been taken against many Negroes., Undor these circumstances:t it is not sur-
prising that Melvin Whitfield did not repose complcte trust andconfidonce _/ in telephone
calls from a person he did not know, ropresenting an organization which Melvin Whitfield had
every reason to belive was hostile to his organization,
ITI. The Constitutional Issue Article IT of the YDCA Constitution deals with
membership., Section 3(a) provides that “Affiliation of State Units shall be by Charter
to be granted by the National Committee of the Young Democratic Clubs of sAmerica upon
proper application for Charter by the State Organization, with tho verification signature
and authorization of the State Organization President and two of the three State Senior
Party signatures, to-wit, the Statc Chairman, National Committeeman and/or National
Committeewoman,...”? Soction 3(b) authorizes waiver of the Senior Party signatures
reguirement under particular specified circumstances. Opponents of the Mississippi Young
Democrats argue that scction 3(b) applics only at a National Convention and not at a
National Commiteee mceting. Ome can as well argue that if the poovisions of section 3(b)
arc the rule for seating at a National Convention the same rules should be applied at a
National Committec mceting since there is no plicy reason for having two different rules,
However, if it is concluded that section 3(b) does not apply to a National Committee Mecting
then soction 3(b) is irrclovant to our consideration at this National Committee meeting and
we aro left with section 3(a). The requirement of senior party signatures contained in
soction 3(a) should not be insisted upon here when no one seriously contends that thesc
Mississippi Young Domocrats cailild obtain the .senior party signatures from the Ross Barnett
State Lewocratic-party. There is no legitimate Democratic Party in Mississippi. The law
does not require a uscless act. Neither should the YDCi Comstitution.
Respectfully submitted, JOHN J. SEXTON (1000 Fgderal Bar Building, Wash.)
(;/ It now appears that prior to the April T Telophonc call Oliver had asked Frank Rozak,. .
YDCA College Director, to check on where Whitfield was and learned that Whitfiedd was attend-
ing school In Califofnia.. lhus Uhe .questions to whitfield on tho telephorie on April 1
Tdboul where He wWas Waro noﬁ“f6?‘tﬁ§'ﬁﬁ?§3§6 of obtaining information but for the purpose of _
cntrapping Whitfield on ] terial issue. A good deal of time, effort &nd money has
been spent by thé“YﬁaKjZingigsfﬁé_Eﬁaﬁ_Wﬁiffield was in California and not in Mississippi
on a particular day which could have been much more fruitfully devoted to helping
organize Young Democratic Clubs an Mississippi. )

[ e

The MISSISSIPPI AND MEMBERSHIP PRACTICES REPORT OF GERI STORM, NATIONAL COMMITTEEWOMAN,
SOUTH DAKOTA YOUNG DEMOCRATS on the Kansas City lMeeting, April 9,10, 1965,

I have been pleased and gratified by the expressions of support you have given my service

on the national Membership Practices .Committee and-the committee’s-efforts-to build a

Young. Democratic Club in Mississippis Particular thanks gees-to Michael Syanton for his
consistent words of encouragement and.help.. -So-tha®t you South Daketa Y.D.s as well as others
who are receiving this newsletter, will fully understand my position and the problems the
comnittee faced, I will have to relato the background, beginning at the Atlantic City . U.D.
National Committee meeting, when 57 committee memhars, including the 3 of us from South
Dakota, voted to seat a delegation of young people froﬁfﬁ5381ss1pp1 whom we supposed to be
afTilated With tho Troodom Democratic Party, 58 Y.D.s many oY them under considerable
pressure and many with an eye on the impending battle at the Democratic National Convention,
voted against seating the delegation. Those of us who voted for the "“Freedom” delegation
wore of the opinion -~ at least I was -- that this was tho position we must take, not pgust
because the applicant club had apparently made an offort to comply with the constitutional
requirements and had substantially done so -- but because the time had come to stand up - .
and .be counted for freedom and equality in the South -~ the time had come to show our deep
committment to the civil rights movement ~- the time had come for some kind of action -- and
this was our chance -~ and 57 of us took it. There was 1little_doubt in anydne’s mind that
thosg. young Mississippians .would-be -back in the Spring and that They would be seated,, I,
for one, was determined to BARE It @ PEFsonal-erusadd, Ihat Was, il LClonfic CLLY == tw
wgeks ago we were in Kansas Gity and a lot of things happened in.betwoen. . Between August
and FEbruary no one heafrd from or aboul the Mississippi Young D™mocrats. Letters from the
YDCA office went unanswered. Then, in Booiuary, a newsletter appeared from their President.
Another lotter was sent from Y.D. Evecutive Secrotary Fred Riceci requesting information,

T T R i R ——
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? None was forthcoming and some people began to be suspicious and quostion the existence of
Y.D. act1v1ty in lMississippl. 1IN Ché lioantimC, Y. esidont Al H use wag trying to put
together a cship Practices Committeo that WOULd have the auty of looklng into tho Mis-

b SiSSiEEi situation as Well as allegations thas Alabama Young Democrats had refused a charter

o Tuskegoo Institute, To get anyonc to take on such a politieally dangerous assignment,
rmuch™I885 T0 get an objective, open-minded comrittee, was not casy. ong iver, former

Texas Y.D. leader (who nowr commutes between Mucyland and Arizona) took on the task of Chair-
man against the advice of almost all his fricnds. Jppointed to serve with him werc Ed
Rosewell, YDCA V.P. f rorn T11inois; Don H&MlltJnn LGN Genoral . Counsel from Uklahomas; Don

‘Bonker ;Y T | Franklin Haney, Tonnessee President™ Tat™ )
\Clavy of Nevada; J ack Sexton, former D.C. Pre51dont who had bcen csp901ali§?§3331“3n“beﬁélf

I Seating the 1 ssissippl group in Atlantic City, nnd myself. Ed Rosewell turned down th e
3351gnemnt due to the press of business backhome, “and was replaced by Jan. petlteo, former
nItToNAT committeewoman from Michigan. All c$ix conferences werc represented, plus an at-
large chairman and the gencral counsel., The committee consisted of tree porsons (Sexton,
Pette and Storm) whose clubs nad voted to seat M1551s51pp1 in Atlantic City, two_(Hamiltpn
ang D0SE_clubs hvoted-mot—to—soagt—amd—tirss (Oliver, Bonker, and Clarv) who had
not beon at that meotlng° With less than five Weoks o Kansas Clty, the Co
energeblc schedule of meevings in Chairman Olivor®s Capital Hill offices and at the Democra-
tic National Cormit¥es:ATI TOCIINgs except tne final gathering before Kansas City were

open Lo anyone who wished to attend and par110¢patooh At the final meebing, tape recordings

made in Mississippi by Chairman Oliver and lr, Sexton on behalfl of the Committee We¥e

é;g?ra*fBF"Sﬁgi'Sﬂﬁsafgwfzzil 2330a,m, 1) and, becuase of the nature of the tapes, only

the committee was permitted to hear them, 11 view of the fact that the national senior |

party is attempting to join togetheor the dissident national Democratic groups within khs—

; ittee fell a special obligation to all those =--_ white as well as'Negro -

Who had been loyal to the Johnscn-Humphrey ticket in its deliberations, We also felt we

had a unique cpportunity to help in building something meaningful within the State and to
lay the groundwork for something more than an organization whose primary aim seemed to be
the fostering of racial tensions within a a political framework rather than alleviation of
tensions through cooperative political endeavors, JEyidence on the tapes, as well as our

1 earlier contact with the President of the applicant Mississippi groups, Melvin Whitfield,)

(who had Tinally consente ““%alk wIth usL&upzov“'"to the staisfaction of 7 of & commitiee

mémBers that the ap ilcant . oe-em.2lar ,1eluctggpé‘f"’work w1th other Democrat;]

CITaTTY incling#® U
and’ an'lntevrﬂted =D, club at Old Miss (whose adv1sor incidently, is a f_rmer USD English
prof). In addition, we could find no evidencc of Y.D. acfivity'in Mississippi other
he Old Miss club, either during the 1964 campaign or since, except for the applicant
President%s-February newsletter. I personally checked many sources, both in Wakhington

and in Mississippi, in a fuitil attempt to find information on an organization when Mr.
Whitfield had rot responded to the repeated inquires of the Committee. Statements were made
by senior party leaders, Johnson-Humphrey campaign coordinators, labor leaders, Young
Citizens for Johmson leaders, Y.D.s NAACP and persons at the Civil Rights Commdssion that
they had never heard of or seen any activity on the pabt of the applicant group and did

not believe it existed. I it did, the consensus was that it was a very small, secret,
unrepresentative groups, probably algned with persons whose primary interests were other
than the future of thce Democmatic Paruy in Mississippi. _Mr. Whitfield cast further doubts
on the credence of his organization whon he did talk to The Committee. He claimed to be a
TgEGZ3ﬁf'"f‘EiEEIEEEfﬁE‘VE%TEE*§EEue College (which heffhad never attemded -- he 15 and has
been % college student in san Jose, Cal*fornlamségkg%last September), Bo gave contradictory

te an.the place. Timec and attendance of a “state convention” and Fertsed To Subit
a2 list of clubs and officers in his organization to the commrtbeer—IT Was clear that any-

tThing Mr. Whitrierd told us about his organiazation had to be taken with a grain of salf.
The applicant group was apparently nothing iore than a "paper” transposition of an all-

- Negro youth or anlzaﬁiﬁﬁ:’%ﬁé’?ﬁgg;ggzggzggtudent Union -- a fragmentary, loose-knit unit
whose functions are not quite clear, ~1herefore 7 commiites members rggch d what we believed
would be an unpopular decision,. i h arte W
Wwould instead suggest Ihat interested parties, Within the State get tooether, hold a bona-
fide convention and form a working, broad-bascd organization willing to cooperatre with
national Democratic forces working tc rebuild the party in Mississippi. _The majority of the
committce had underestimated its allies. When Charles Evers, Field Secretary of the NAACP
in Ia551551pp¢ appeared. in Kansas City to speak on behalf of vur committee’s recormendation
- _a18hE"y “Re state prosident of the AFiwCI three very persuasive young lemocrats
from the integrated club at-0ld Miss..and Robort Oswald, former bresident of the Mississippi
Young Democrats (2 one of the few :ns51ssipp1 Democratic County Chaimman to publicly
support the Johnson-Humphrey ticket), there was no doubt about the outcome. -Supporters of
the Whitfield group, through their principal spokesman, Joe Beeman of California, managed
to keep the floor situation prebiy confused as to the intent ol the committee when a
dcomprom sen, in the form-of an amendment to the committee report (earlier rejected by all
groups appearing from Mississippi and, in another form, by the Membership Practices Commit-
tee) was introduced, Chairman Oliver finally took the floor, with a unamimous consent
agreeniéiit, to "clear the air” on the matter. He declared in no uncertain terms that he was
opposed to the amendment and asked for unqualified support of the committee report.

That did it -= thqxgggggmggghggg_defeateqi_90m39 (representatives from 33 states voting
against it, from 14 voting for the amendment), and the committee report was then adepted

by an overwhelming voice vgig, The Membership Practies Commttee also reported that steps—
have been taken to correct dny discriminato:y praCulces in the Alabama Young DEmocrats and

a final report on this mattcr is expocted in 6V days.
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SIOTIIGE ON MISSTSSIPPT FRO.. UEW JERSIE's REPORT ON THE KANS:._# CITY MEETING, by Cannavo and
Kelly, with assistance of Zd Krtxse, YDCA national Secretary

*

v thn ke r issue oeforo the neeu:mg was what action or-recognition—should be taken
..on T iB)! Sic). ¥ charter, as they previously had done at the
Alortie CL 3 r****ing, In the 1ntor1‘n pe“:wd, the Membership Practices Committee had boen

weactivy Cf:i, with Spencer Oliverof Texas as Chairman. During the six months from August
108 wital Fcbrwxrymzﬂ 1965, no offort was made by tho National YDCA to.assist or even to
cortact the lssissippl Young-Democrats, notwithstaniting the fact that alist of their
officers rad beoon submittsd ¥6 theYDCA and not withstanding the fact that. stalf mombers
ncl olacted officials of thc YDCA- travelled extensively during the eloction campaign.
inally, six momths after tho Atlnatic City moebingy-gn-Februspy.20.,.1965, aftor a communi-

va

U. .u
g

cat..an firom Soeretary Ed-K-usey a~lbkor was written by YDCA Execulive Socretary Frod RICCL
JEENATA N W ato rrosident of the g’ﬁ.SSJ.SSlppl Young Democrats. The chairman of

ho Memoorship P**act:t.ceg Committec presented an oral report for the committee and its acti-
vitios furing -the -preceding -six weoks,.. The committee had contacted both Nelvin Whitfield,
Prooidiot of lhe lisaissippl Young Democialic group segking a charter; Robgrt .Oswald, a
"“""L&C,.\"f of tho fermer (now defuret) all-white Mississippi Young Democrats; "& group of-
1 Jg Diaocrats frem the University of IMississippi; and other persons. Twa. presentations
cn L’u_a xzi'ctﬂr were mades- ~bhe first -by the-geoup- seeking. a charter; the second by a group
urging dalay fn chartoring until a "t*v:’i:y integerated”? club could be formed. Both
presentatigns woro mode by integrated groups. {n amendment to the motion to aceept-the
roport 6f ths Mombership Practiees -Commnittee (which recommended WO Cherter.granting until

Mmmmwmmb tho=YICH conM SYSTa T auiymmov»ad .and .

a est m“ the amendmont were -designed to-have-t
ol JOUNg. uby- representing all
f‘l(‘:‘ﬁ‘lbmwbywseu‘bﬂ.nr" vp plann_ng meetamgs for—the- purpe«se of obtaining maxirum: part:.ol»
pation in a projccted Mississippil Y.D: state conventden to - be-held-in-Julys- The YBCA-
rousd set up a special COl”nul't'tCG to ‘superiise the fulfillment of the conditions of the’
'fmendmenug incleding attempts to obtain neccssary Senlor Party authorization signatures and

sibm_seicn, GO days baforo the YDCA Ogtobor convention. * The special committee wo
combrsedroP-Sohn Fs--Geamey ;- dack-Ho-Biupre . and Leo Krulttr; WeEPSSEive §"€ate Y.D.
Wi s

Presidanss of - Nowr *Iﬂ"*sey-gmllllneéw y-and Tdaho. /The. amendment was defeate

3] "8*‘5“' T VOUCs, ose*-52 vo«»emmd Lhw,j@biwm}n :bhae ~convenb19nwmhez=ewthew“eno-;man,
c’peuvow’ criteraon ~o mor~ closcly epproximated, theg influence of the southern states is
T leoss than dn this.ecnisttee (cqual volas for all states, regardless of size), and uho
icers, pov se, haven't nny votcs, or proxies.

, 0f comrse thers were scoric yes votes. , New Jersye’s three were proudly among them!
Aali'so wore thoss od E&.i Kpasc, National Socretary from New Jersey, Rosewell, 1st Vice
Precident frem Tllincis, and Dalo Wagner, U&l_%mm%_,ww ~Those who

x votsd s thox-\,at That compiiinse with the amendment would put an ond to the charter

peiorast Lnatinn, inzure TN establishuent of a state-wide, integrated club, and put an ond

1o “ho pum-arcrrd frem the Mississippli senior parfy officials., The Comm:_ttee s report,

as adopted without thy endnoment, in effoct said Pnot this time, but try again (and again,

emdwwg@wﬁ‘“:‘“:“:*}'w Mbep-ald, 100 years have passed until a voter®s right bill is being given

a-chance of.passage in Congress, wWhereas~the -YDOA-3e- only--33 -years.old.. & . s ¢

= s rcmtmmmr O GO LU LA 2 BS v-pa»ssed by the National Committee included)..adwocay .of.the.right fo.

L Xose-feR.young.din ners@ans.hetugenthe- ages~of . 18 and-2%- (Tll.), WQW
B waan@w}h% aru. oEposI%?'é‘ﬁ To any -aetempts-~to ~over§uxn_$h‘ neaningfulae bh o 0
\I‘l-..a & Crvo )o [ ——— L "‘““’an'-v\x,mm
' b b )
’ L’?T".':.’_m OF RAI\YSODI JCI’*‘S, PRUS XOU”TG DENOCRATS CLUB OF‘ QLY MISS..,. TWIDMIOO
~ i y" Wﬁ“’“’% P e

m™ia lotterwshould~and is-geoing- to-begi sn»mﬁahwanwap‘g;‘g,gyﬁor the. incident. which-took.;
on tiis ecampuc last Thursday night. Ploase expross to the students who were the v:r.ctums of
tha' veivilized ach cur sincere apologies and the shame and disgust some of us have for

i

theortudents-here who participated,
i The purpose of this -ketber. is.bo request thal. ihe.JOUNG.LENOCRA]
Um ChsibgpmoE- e siesippl- e aldewed-te. hold a.meeting G AN The |
i dabowandbimamorawowta-Liks Lo noldmtho m@e&m«g«@mw@wl@é at @u % @n any Building
o focilities avaidable.al. that timeee.lhe.punpose. ~meeting.will be ta.premete the
eatablishment of a biracial Democratic Party in l\usa.Lss:Lpp:Lo Your immediate attention to
“this-requdst -will be very much app:r'ec:w.L.ed° Thenking you in advance I amg .
e —— o SO »«m/s/wRamsem-««J@n@s et e st i
P. 5. Cleveland Don'ud juibt called me and infommed..me-b
vitced to the meoking. 'JOLL you iavite some of your students, 1] orey?
(Letter dated April 26, 1955) VMr, Jones knew that I was not Kings¥s
( T am o Field Secrctary {cr the Studen® Nonviolent Coordinating ommittee), and he

aloo know thal I was then functioning as EXOOU«,:LVG Secre‘bary of the Whitfield group

(uhich no longr: exists :l.ruependauly fromedhie..c OUPS-ROW-MAKERE. UP the Young Democratic
mepw ;""b‘ib 10..refused to eltnor enswor any of 1e'bters to him or to: notlfy
awy C.L 1an Whitlield group o This mOoL Ang., LUCKLLy Rev, Kine- WG hen
f‘"’ 23 in i:,w ooEeato plannipg moacting Wl era e 150 peop’Le Trom & 26 GOUNTTSS came°

r
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TURNED DOWN AGAIN? IN KANSAS CITY

Molvin Whitficld of “:lurbus, Prosi-
dont of tho YOUNG DEMOCRATIC CLUBS OF
MISSISSIFPI, lod our dologation to
Kansas City in thc sccond attorpt to
get a chartor., Just likc in Atlantic
City last August, wo worc donicd,
Howcvor, just as thc Frccedon Doriocra-
tic Party doos not give up whon it
doosn®t irmediatcly win, we rast carry
on thc struggle., _Thclmn Eubanks of
McCorb, National CoFFRttooworion; Dol-
nas Hondorson of Colurbus, Sccortary;
“RGSco0 Jofios of Moridian, "Vico-Nation-
al Corrmttocnan; Joycc EBrown of McCoumbs
and ggnigxhﬁgxganf Tockson wont with
Mr, Whitfield to prosont our casc: On
August 9, 1964, at tho Baptist Scrinary
in Mordlan,ha statc convontion of ovor
300 pooplc clocted officers, ratificd
a Constitution, and passcd rosolutions.
Official dclogatos worc sont to Atlantic
City, but woro donicd a chartcr primari-
1y on tho grounds that no cortification
was obtained from statc sconior: party
officials, Howcvor, the Mississippi
Rogular Doriserats fot only don’t want
to sco a civil rights oricntoed, hoavy .
Nogro momborship, group got ostablishod,
but thoy also did not support LBJ's
and’ Hurphroy®s carpalign, That is sup-
posed-to -waive the cortification re-
quircnent, which we noverthdless havo
tricd to rwoot. In our fr »>r, tho
Policy Committoo of the Collogo Young
Domocrats unar_ciously supported us,
and tho National Cormittoc passcd a
resolution praising tho courage of the
civil rights workors in Mississippi,
still wo didn’t got a chartor, Tho
noxt devolopment was that Mr, Sponcoer

" 0liver of Maryland, wes made Chairmen
of "tho Membership Pr“ctlcos Cornmittoo,
and docided to investigato tho Missis-
sippi situation, Without asking our
Prosidont, Mr, Whitfiold, where and
who should comc to & noctlng, Mr.
Qlivor sot onc up at ]
FL-CI0 offico, including lir. Claudo
Ramsqy, statc AFL-CIC hoad; Mr, Charlos
Evors, statc NSSCP Ficld Sccrotary; Mr.
Robort Oswald, Chairman of tho Jackson
County Rogulal Domocratic Party and
forner statc prosident of the Young
Democrats (which was an all whito
grougz, Profossor Truss A
Ransom Jonos and othors.fror

Mﬂy. Jack Soxton and Mr, Sponcor Oliver

“from the YDCA Memborship Practicos
ommittoc; and our dologatioc i

fic Mr, Olivor plodgoed that ho
/"‘"’"‘\

CORE’s JAMES FARMER SUPPORTS US _

"I am acquaintod with tho YOUNG DEMO-
CRATIC CLUBS OF MISSISSIPPI, which is
an organizod, intocgratcd, anti-racist
organization of young domocrats in tho
stalo of Mississippi. I strongly bo-
liovo that thoir scating as tho official
roprosontatives of Mississippi would
str-ngthon tho possibilitios of making
tho Democratic Party on cvon groator
oxprcssion of tho dosiros of mon and
women of good wiol to crecatc a great
socioty in our land. I thorcforc un-
cquivocally urgo that tho YOUNG DEMO-
CRATIC CLUBS OF MISSISSIPPI bc scatod
as tho official ropreosontatives from
that stato.” -~ April 10, 1965

% % X

COMMENTS FROM MELVIN WHITFIELD

Why should Mississippi Negro or whito
youths join tho YOUNG DEMOCRATIC CLUBS
OF MISSISSIPPI? "I bclicvo that our
main purposc is to bo informativo and
to holp pooplc bogin to think politica-
ly. What arc wo in this socioty, what
is our function, how aroc wc ablo to
oxpross oursoclves in our govornment,
and how arc wo ablo to domand a rodross
of griovances? It is mandatory that
pooplc be informod of tho issuos of
today and bo ablc to make wisc docisions
that will bo bonoficial. We boliovo
that tho dollar bill should not bo ablec
to toll pooploc how to voto and who to
voto for., Instoad, it should bc the
issuocs and how thoy will involve an
individual.” What arc your vicws con-
corning tho rogular DomocTatic Partyr
"Wo bolilovo 1t 1s corrupt. U1t has crip-
plod pooplo iﬁfB"inﬁEigg ono way, into
having a ono party statc. Wo beliovo
that not only should thc Nogroos be
frco, but the whitos too, ... thoy arc
kopt in a prison too, whethor thoy roal-

izo it or not. Wo will bo an indopcen-
dant organization from E oC§;§§

pa——

JDomocratic Party., ™ ==

* %k X

HINDS COUNTY ORGANIZES!

An organizational mcoting of tho
DEMOCRATIC CL NLY is pla

Chied_for Saturday, Aprll 24, 1 pm Tt Tou-

aloo Collogo, Juff‘out51do of Jackson,
Pooplc havo oxprossod intcrost from

Mississippi, Milsaps, and Tougalgo collogos.
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TURNED DOWN AGAIN! (Cont.)

would fight to deny Mr. Whitfiold's
group a charter, Mr, Soxton focusod on
obtaining information, and all tho
othors oxcopt our delogation argued
against our sooking a chartor. Mr.
Oswald in particular mado tho point
that ho thought that whito pooplo would
not want to como into a group which was
primarily Nogro. Our position was that
raco was the onc issuo which had to bo
squaroly and honostly faced up to if
any progross was to como to Mississippi.
If whito psoplo will-nob-join-the. Young
Domocrats bocausc Nogrocs havo takon a
loading rolc in organizing for national
politics in Mississippi, that just

pr cvos tho fact that most whito pooplo
in Mississippi truly do not beliovo

in national politics, but rathor in
racism. Mr, Evors arguod against our
sooking a chartor, making the point T
that it was groat that a group of south-"
orn whitos wantod to work with us. Mr.
Whitfiold.thon suggosted having another
meoting to bc hold that following
Wednesday at thoe Lynch St,, Masonic
Tomple. The othor pooplo criticizod
this as “moving too fast”, So Mr.
Whitfiold thon invitod the °0l Miss.
students to-sond-a roprosontativo along
with us to tho up-coming Kansas City
mooting. Thoy rofuscd, saying that we
should wait until tho hatlonal Convontion
this fall, Howcvor, not only tho 01
Miss, group (including Mr. Clovoland
Donald), but Mr. Evors, Mr. Ramsoy, and
Mz, Oswald all appoarcd at Kansas City
and oxplicitly askod tho body to dony
us our chartor, oven though thoy woro
not applying for onc (thoy couldn’t,
thoy did not ovon protond to havo any
statc-wido group as roquired), and.’

ovon though thoy did not maintain that
our applicaticn was not in orders -+We
do not undorstand how such tactics aro
showing a policy of “working togothor®.
Novortheloss, tho TOUNG DEMOCRATIC CLUBS

OF MISSISSIPPI rcaffirm our policy of

inviting all pooplo to join in with us,
ind so, aftor almost dociding not

.to ‘allow us a chanco to spoak boforo

tho Kansas City mooting, tho YDCA Na-

. tionad-Commtee voted-first against

a ¢oFpromiso-prepesal- and thon-in.fav-

« or of Mr, Olivor®s-committeels-report

f2

* to not givo us a chartor,

Now your dologation has roturnod
homp pindgoed to carry on thao, flght so
that wo will get our chartor in'Now
York, at tho National YDCA Convontion

., in Octo fﬁfw““ThlS ‘Fight doponds on your
< work in Eﬁlléing stf“ﬁg Tocal- elubs,

rWrito, your stato office- for- matorials:

YOUNG DEMOCRATIC CLUBS OF MISSISSIPPT,

’ P O Box 2251 Jackson, M:Lss:.ss:Lpp:.°

19/
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., ORGANIZE- COUNTY-CHAPTERS  AND -NORTHERN
' SUPPORI-{SF gotting -our ~ehanber--at-tho.,
L TOCENEW ! Y@RI@GONV@N’BE@N*M»S“GWOL
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FIP SUPPORTS OUR FIGHT

_Lawronco Guyot, Chairman, April 10, 1965:

o Mississippi Froodom Domocratic
Party has lookod with groat hopo and)

CPITASuro upon-tho progross of YOUNG
... .DEMOCRATIC CLUBS OF MISSISSIPPI. Wc

rogard thoir omorganco as anothor hcart-
oning indication of tho boginnings of
truly domocratic and raccloss capital
domocratic political activity in Missis-
sippi. Wo urgo that you wolcomec tho
dologation hecadod by Molvin Whitfiold
into your convontion as brothor Domo-
crats and that you oxtond tho chartor

to thom, Wo urge this vory stronly
although wo aro not officially affil-
iatod’with thc group., Bocauso wo con-
sidor thom to ombody tho hopo of truly
oncouragoing political possibilitios

for tho futuro moral and political

* strongth of tho Domocratic Party in
- Mississippi.”

&
L T

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY'APPOINTED

L IN

Stato Young Domocrahic*Pr051d0nt Méi@in.
thﬁiﬁ”has appoxntod R, Huntor Moroy

tho orgaﬂizatron:“*Hls"jbb will bo to
assist in sotting up a stato offico,
maintaining corrospondonco, and boing
of sorvico to tho clubs and membors.
Sond him reoport, momborship lists, otec.
P. 0. Box 2251, Jackson, Mississippi

* %k %k

WE NEED MONEY!

If you boliove in bringing domocracy
into Mississippi, sond us somo BONOY o
While the °0l Miss, group took a plano,
to Kansas City, wo had to go by bus and
a crampod @ar., Wo nocd funds for offico

. . RN
o ~
P R N 13 L UWFCISE LSt B

_spaco, filing cabinot, papor, postago,
“transportation, and the likc., Thoro is
mo charterod Young Domocrats in Missis-
"31pp1 now, If you would like to scoc

ono, it takos monoy. Mako out your
chécks to YOUNG DEMOCRATIC CLUBS OF

MISSISSIPPI, P. O. Box 2251, Jackson, Miss,

7
J
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clip and mail to -Box 2251, Jackson, Miss.
JOIN THE YOUNG DEMOCRATS NOW

OUR PURPOSE: To stimilato in young pooplo
an activo intorcst in govornmont affairs,

to incr&dsc tho officioncy of ‘popudam wo.-..

govornmont, to fostor and porpetuate- -
tho idoals and principlos of thc national
Domocratic Party, to rocruit now mombors
for thc candidatos- of our choico, to

holp acquaint votors with tho issucs

and tho candidatos, and to provido for
our poopie-threugh its administration tho
highostr dogrod™ of4ustiee,-sockal v
wolfﬁ“““aﬁd happinoss:“"”'ww" :

I AGREE%NMB%ﬁﬂﬁ%ﬁV@O&Nm&EEQRMEE
DEMOCRATIC CLUBS“OF”%IS&ISSiPPImm S
signod:
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) ¥/ :T ' Was ACCOmpLLSh

M°¢V“" S IOV SIISTHTC - BOLOW, Whitiield te The convention proceed ngs,’ 0

S S S H, - v o
Procent ot tho convention, dctlvoly fighting againsc

s [

ADRLL 20§ 1965 COFQ NEMS *M .IONAL YOUNG DEMOCRATS REFUSE TC LJARTER STATE XDUTH GROUP
YOUN C CLUBS OF MISSISSIPPI TO.- GGNTINUE ORGANIZING“ - . _

If you are betwoen the ages of 18’ (sic 16) and 40 and are a supporter of the Democratic
Party, you can form a Young Democrats organization. If you elect officmrs, ratify a const-
itution, support the party platform and have somo roasonable suppoft around the stato, then
all you need is tho cortification of “sneior party officials” to bocomo chartorod as a membor
cf hhe National Young Domocratic Clubs of Amcrica. Certification is usually automotac,

But this is not the case in Mississippi. Jast Aupust 9, a group of 300 young Negro Missis-
sippians tried to got such cortification. They held a stato convontlog$,dloctod officors
to tho Ybuag Dnmocrats° convention in Atlantic City. Thoy wrote to the ¥senior party
officialsh Wore ignored by Tlich.  Théy werc not recognized by tho convontion bocauso
they lacked cortification by tho racist Domocrats of MlSSlssippl,‘w%on though memborship
regulations stato that such cortification can bo waivod 1f the party offieinls did not
support the prosidential ticket of the national party. Tho group returned to the stato to
continue organizing and propare to fight for a charter from the National Young Domocrats at
their next convontion April 10. Thon, last_April 4 Just one week bofore tho convontion, a
suddon meeting of Mississippi labor and °0lo ﬁ!ss Young Domocrat officiadls was anncunced
in Jackson. The Prosident of the unofficial Young Democratic Clubs of Mississippi, Melvin
Wh;tfields an 18 year old Nogro from Columbus, Mississippl, is intorviewod below for a

rore dotailed account © oung Domocratic Clubs of Ameorica, like its parent group,
has frustrated the offorts of young Mississippi Negroes to channdi’fﬁ@f?”ﬁﬁgggf%s into
logitimate political activity.

. What was the purpose of tho meeting .in Jackson on April 4% 9"The meeting, called
by’ §2M3001 Oliver, chairman of the mombors WMB practices boafd of the Young Democratic Clubs
6F Amorica and Claude Ramsey of tho §tatc AFL-CIO, was ost§%51bix Lo.combino tho throe.,

voups of Young Démocrat Clubs, the °0lo Miss group, ert Oswald, a gasca%oula

attornoy currently chairman of the Jackson County Democrats and past chairman o o
‘h1551ss1pp1 Young Ebmocrats, ‘and tho group reprosentdd by mo, which includes clubs
throughouf“%ﬂ% Stato organizod in tho main by 1ocal Nogro ClVll rlghts act1v1sts and

cdﬁﬂi%f dm%o an antlar301s%wpwegrammW“* s e
~What proposads wore put forward to unify the groups?  “Actualy nonc. AlT ALT thoso
Jinpaggt -at ~thE Mooting, “Which “includod -Charlos Evers of the. NAACP,Eattggkgd,guxﬁgxggp~_£L_~

lannlng to seok a chartor from tho National Young Domocratic Clubs of Ameriva—at its
feliinnal- A% Cloy convention rocognizing us as tho official Young Democratic Club in
Misw1s31pﬁfm“ EVors-Timed-up-withi tho "0lc Miss Young Dsmoerats, argwing that We should
watt until the next naticnal gathoritg of the Y D5 in “Oetober boforo secking rocogniticn.
I ﬁ01nted out that wo havo Boorn orgaiizing ¢libs sinco last surminet;, and, having fulfilled
.tho organizational roquiroments for obtaining a chartor, traveled over 1000 miles to the -

}YCung DoﬁoﬂratSQ convention in Atlantic City (held three days prior to tho Party convention)

_to, ‘Soek'/a charter, Wc word rofused becuaso wo had not obtained éortification from tho

aduyit par%? in the stato, We told tho convention that we had repeatedly triod to got
certification from state party officials but that thoy had ignored most of our requeosts. .
Also, we demonstrated that tho state party officials had refused to support thé candidates

_and nlatform of the mational Dgmocratic Party and in fact that our group and the MlSSlSSlppl

Froedom Democratic Party -- later rejoctod by the national Party, wore among the few groups
in the stdte calling thomsolvos democrats that supported the prosidential ticket. E
‘posod a moeting of our. s Younz. D mo , o ¥ cefo
'Rﬂnoas 1ty convontion, : .y pro- e et ry to come Lo somo kind of agreoment
NLLOoN, -

fight to prevent our'group belng'chartere.'“'w Rl

, They'were'
““é’“ng Sur group. At its mational
convontion (sic - committee meeting) on April 10-11 in Kansas City, tho Young Democratic .

‘Clubs of America again'rofused to grant & charter To c ricnts=orionted Young . ~
mocratic Clubs 6F MAsS i, ropresefited by 1ts chairman, Melvin Whitfiold, and 1ts

TTeRecutive secrotary, ,unter Mbrqy, a white SNCC Workor dong ac ft;.ﬂgaznc Mississippi

i

pril 10 we met with tho memoersﬁfp practices comml ”6€“bf the Young Democrats and were

ASRTAwhywWeHEq Hiot™Written the st#ﬁ”“ﬁﬁ?%?rbfflclals asklng'T”f”&ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ“““ﬁﬁ“?ﬁﬁ&ied

- o

that in the past we had a hard time gotting a responsoc and felt that we would rocelve the
samo treatment. Besides, we pointed out that under the membershlp provisions in the Nation-
al Young Doemocrats® constitutimon, such cortification cahibe waived if we “can ‘demonstrate-
that one of the throo senior party officials failoed to support the prov1ous prosidontial
tickot. We showed them an articlo from the lcComb: Entorprize Journal IN WHICH Mr. Bidwell
Adam,’ stéte Party Chairman, statod he would not- 11lift a fingor!? to support;tha Johnson-
Humphrey tickot and denounced the Democratic Party convention as a ’sad and unhhly spectacle’.
Sporcer Ollvor, ¢hairman of the committec, rcad a telagram from Adam denying any knowledgo
of our group. I took the floor and road a carbon copy og a rogistered letter from mo to Mr.
Adan requesting that.our. group bo certlfled as_a Young D mpcrats Club, giving the time and
location of olir state wide convention and thé names 6f" our 5ffieérs,” "I also read a letter
to me from M. Adam refusing to certify .our group, During the general 59551on Olivor read
ﬁhc roporb df“ﬁﬁ@“ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ?ﬁhlp pra5%?38%*&0mmm@@5§§”§ﬂ§zﬁ>was malni a Sories ofpersonal
aTUACKS against 16 10T Ng g “’aIﬁTornaao Ho was askod 1O CLSCONLLUNG
e GG AR 1 mwmmmm& anud en B .:m RITE Limo Was ‘then
granﬂ”a?%3“ﬁE“3ﬁﬁ?t5”tﬁB““UI@“MtSs‘Tﬁungmbm@erats, accompanied Dy Charlos Lvers, B&Evers
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Imade an omotional speech stating that horo are whitos who once acted like demagogues and now
~Gare acting IIKC human beiggs° Bc continusd MITattack on our group’s drivo for recognition
wi © chorus o © @ liberal anthem: °why can’t you wait.’ ‘Wo have long waited for
tho opportunity and the privilege of being ablo to work with southern whites and now thoy'ro
trying to rush things, " Bvors said, Tolegrams supporting our fight for rocognition as the

official Young Domocrats of Mississippi were sent to the convention from James Farmor of tho
Congress of Racial Equalty and Lawrence Guyot of the Mississippi Froodom Derocratic Party.

A com§r0m1so Brogosal, which was ed, was.put forward by Jack Sexton; also _of
e mombershi ces comm1ttee, calling for us to go back to Tississippi and after“§5 days
noticsd to all democrats in the state, havo a state-wido convention and aftor 15 days the
arter wo ant I stated that we camo To Rensas City for.a.straight charter and

that no compromise would bo aaepted by our group. We feel that for too long Negroes have
had t5E3ﬁ7EIEEfg”aﬁafﬁafnfﬁiiﬂggﬁgigfy, By accepting a compromise we would be selling out
the Nogroes of Mississippi who are members of the Young Democratic Clubs. We want the charter
and we want it now., We intond to put forth a great effort in the state of Mississippi.  llo..
ish a state hoadquarters in Jackson, We will continue to try to work with the
group of °0Ole Miss and all other whites and Negroes of tho state who are willing to accept
and abide by the rules and principles found in tho official constitution and by-laws of the
Young Democratic Clubs of America,® . .

Hunter I\ZbreE2 executive secretary of the Mississippi Young Democratic Clubs is
intorviewed below on the convention.,

What was the role of other civil rights groups towards the chartering of the
Whitfigld group? . “James Farmer -of the Congross of Racial Equality and Lawrence Guyot of
the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, rted our demand for a-charter. The
representod. by..Charles. Evers, apposed us, stating That 1t was such a wonderful thing that
southorn.yhito. . people were willing to work with Negroes that we should allow them a chance
to organize and develop and that thorefor tho predominately Negro and civil rights orlented
group headed by Whitfield should not be given a charter. Tho assumption is that these
white people would refuse to join an organization led by Negroes and oriented towards civil
rights, It°s my opinion that if you want to deal sério the state of Mississippil
you've _gol to. be strongly against racism or you’re going to be preserving the status quo,
Cleveland- Donald, an-active-member—of the NMCP and one of only two Negro students &t "Ule
Miss, taok the same position as Evers., It’s interesting to note that none of thc white
members of the °0Ole Miss Ybung Democratlc Club will even sit down and 64t funch with himg)

He admist that, ere supporting Ransom Jones (White president of the
"0le Miss ¥YD's). Jones wasn“t even elocted to office -- he just assumed jit. That Evers
and Donald, both with \CP and therefore supposedly civil rights oriented, opposed

the olected representatlves of Negro civil rights activists and supported the Nhs51351pp1
whites is not only shocking but- revolting.?

What other forces worked to defeat the Whitfield group? “Claude Ramsey, head of
the Mississippi AFL-CIO, was there to lobby against the Whitfield group. Spencer Oliver,
chairman of the membership practices committee, indicated that the National Committee of the
Democratid Party did not want Whitfield’s group chartered. I think these organizational
positions are indicative of a program sponsored by the national Democratic Party, the
NAACP, the AFIL-CIO and those few white southerners who wish to opportunitstically take
advantage of the civil rights movement. This coalition realizes that Negroes will be voting
in-large numbers.and.want to .control.that.vole to maintain the status quo.®
i Isnlt this the samo coalition that claims credit for tho voting bill? how-

“over the trut th tt o voting bill, % ust as the 01V1T“§§§ﬁﬁﬁgkffflof 1965
résults primarily from the direggmagxiagLqugmggi,ang_ he development of local people®s
organmizations.like.the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committec, the Council Of Federated

_Organizations, Q;QLgggwmnaoaqgggemocraglc Party. The coalition is.like.the gamp followers
who scavange behind the lines and then try to take all the credit for the war.?”

How is this coalition a danger in Mississippi? "Thesec forces seek to accomodate
the civil rights movement. to the .racist. status quo. The direct action of local people’s
organizations in the state has forced the ne09551ty for many@ﬂccamgdg&;gggc But instcad of
dealing with the .groups..that pooplo, create and work through, such as SNCC, COFO, and

S FOP, the DOWOr structuro trles o negotiate through non-reprosentative rouDS..Such. as
hé Mississippi Council on Human Reiations, the NAACP, the AFL-CIO, b1ra01al commnttoes,
m23EE3?53f553“NS@?B"IEEHB?E:’ZEE&%%?%é segregat@omists WHOS6 OppOrTWmism 1s oven STronger
than their racism,¥

Why is there a need for a Young Domocratic Club since there are already channels
for political action, such as the FDP and the Mississippi Student Union? *Young people
have proven themselves to be in the vanguard of neoded social change in this country. They
need a political organiazation of their own so they won’t be watered down by moro weary and
-vulnerable adults. /A political organization expresses this need-because most of the problems
to bo attacked find their roots in the political structure. There is additional value in

organizing. the YD’s.in that we have a very good chance of controlling the Mississippi segment
of one of the most influencial young people’s organization in the whole country. Controlling

¥ this groupis must as useful as confirolling any other part of the power structure.

. What concrete advantages can Negro and white progressives get from the .Young
Democrats? "Wé Would and vehlcle‘for -olltlcalleduca-

t and antluence an. logc: oqml 1 tles an » SLate,  WOLCOS Jldl L
‘%zmm»'ﬁ_uguixcamlzatlon that is g.chapter-or Lhe nationa 3 ,;-1s’the ofi-c1al

" "Young Domotratic Club of ass1S§1pp1MaurmneselutmonSWandwae$aeas~w&4& CALLY OO WONERE ~
both locally ‘and nationally, given the TPOWS Ficturo oriontation of lfimerica?, T
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WASHINGTCN COLUMNISTS ROWLAND EVANS AND ROBERT NOVAK ATTACK OUR GROUP (they had previously
called for tho isolation: of SNCC unless thoy ”cleans out tho ultra-Leftists)

II\SIDE ﬁ 5RT° Courago in” Kansﬁ‘s City, Sun. 'ItpriI 18 1965, % an unpublicizod act of

; Q gag- O SO0 for a moderato, racially 1ntogra‘b mocratic party in Missis
_ een plantec The Young Democre®s, IiKe -Ghelr Ropub.Liocan- countorparts,
5HoT - T CaTarly Imown Tor rospomsibility.- But 'bhewéiaDa national .oxeuutive comj;woc

domons urmtOd roal responsibility - and courago - last woek endw il issuo was ﬁ_j&g_?__
by mlrtarts-of the Student Nor=Vioterrt euordinaﬁing"eommt‘bewm to commandoor the

lh.x.ss.i.ssa.,.r. YD with an all-Negro organization - incveasing rac 1al polarization in state
politics., Considering The rorvor for civil rights-among--ix ymzth.,,:.,tw:.s to -the-credit
of thoweenusdibag-that it rogectod“ 'bher Snirek-power pp&& - By "*tﬂoml« apgin;-—-The fight-began

arly this year, As party 5 ; T SIntogration of tho Democratic party in Mississi-
ppl, tho state's YD charteor ended up homeloss. Four separate organizations put in for it,
‘(sic: that is not true, only ono did, the YDCM, - od.) one of which had enthusiastic

. backing from Tibopals AGPBES tho Country, --Speneer-@liver; -a-leades-dn-she Maryland Young
_Domocrats and Ghalrman of “the nstional-¥D membership-practices commttee, wag-dispatehed

“to Mississippi e 1nvé‘§‘t:'fg§tﬁ“” Ho~found- an ‘all=sSnich-operation, * ol
strong national back:.ng ‘turned out to be a paper organization whose pros:Ldent is a college
_ggc”éﬁiﬁhn ¥ AN AR CATIT o~ The gssentially-ali=Nepgrot mor er ip-paralled the membership
*wﬂhs m%wnmﬁaummmm Ansas-Orty. 5t Waok GRory:
fO@o of gV ) Br tO UNe oSNleK group wo 6 upbratdod-as bogobs and -segregationists,
BGE Todor aﬁo wi'n.tes an& Negroes from Mlss:.ssi pd- plva'dedﬂwbhm%»na%@nal deaders~net.-Lo..
recognizo Snick, Tho ClinéHivng aY T against o1 -5 -G
leador from Jackson and brother of tho mar'byred Medgar Evers, As a result of the vote,
Mississippl moderates will attempt to.form a. raqlally integrated XD crganizatlon. It
could P reduce a now Democratic party in the state,

- and our reply - MALICIOUS ATTACK oy YOUNG DEMOCRATS EXPOSED Washington

columists Rowland Evans and Robert Novak grossly distorted and misrcpresented the truth
about ths YOUNG' DEMOCRATIC CLUBS OF MESSISSIPPI 4n their article ¥Inside Report, Y-D Group |

' Rojects SNICK Pewer Play? which appoared .in the.lipril 28 CIARION-'QQH}ER on page 13. Contrary
to ihe implicaticons that:we are an:all Nogro.organization, We havo many wWnito Deoplo as

members,  HOWSVOr; 1t 15 true that most white poople rejec e Do cs o e National
Domcrat.s.c Party as indicated by the landslido Mississippi vote for Goldwater, and that
@osu white Mississippians reject participation in integrated groups such as the Young
oriocrefs, In addition, some of our white mombers have beon forced to resign due to
pressuro from other whites, Such tactics havo been- used aga:tnst us in McComb, Mississippi,
for oxample. OUNG DEMOCRATIC CLU. OF HINDS COUNTY has an onrd of officers,
as’ we Mope will be the pattern for other nowly organizing groups.

P ",Sezc:ondl§9 1 1mp Tod the
_yg are a "front” for the Student Nonviolent Coord:mat:m Comm:l.'btoé. Le e rac v

" that wo h’ﬁ‘fﬁ"n’o’ﬂ, are not, auu‘MIIWWTMbOdy or anygroup Wha‘bsoever.

While we welcome support from all groups work:Lng for a democratic society, it is interesting

to note that_only the Congress of Racial and tho WW
nglng The National Comm:r.ttee to grant us our charter.
1S waplled “that weare in opposition to the I\U\A , That is absolute;,x £a1§e, 0 V...ce-
.. PrESICSEY Of - ou ‘Hinds -County chapter 15 T Johnny Trazisr, a Naliona rd, member K:‘Eﬁaf‘i
oV “nds _Co chapter Secretary is Miss onl y Bailoy, daug ter of tho Jackso
‘a The - YOUNG DEFMOCRAT P S M ESTSSIPET 1hvi tes wWhits moderates
o Joln a rac:a.ally integrated organization dedlcatqd to bulld::.ng natlonal Democratic Party
politics in Mississippi, _Come to Tougaloe Colloge.Studand.lenlo chis Supday. May 2nd, at
Lgm whore our YOONG™ DEROCRATIC. CLUB OF HINDS, COUNTY is hosing & meoting of Young DomoCrats

l" rcr the Ulivorsity of “THssl

SLDRL,. M ssissippi bouthorn, Delta State, Milsaps, Tougaloo,

actsn é"‘gatea .and othor %nterested DOOPLO. = TES. CArolym. LoV i G Y. cre‘bar* 2‘ g
- and_another attack - INGLDE RFPORT: B Black-Wiite. Palikd nex RN 19 55,

Just a’c, tho: momen e moderates Lerc Wors Mngmew*hbp‘d“fcwmela&mpeaee, M SS1S=
sippi politics may well be headlng for a tragic racial polarization. Th al danger
e Damocratic party hertmecupin Lzed by nation L Domocrats will be predominantly Negro

domi na'tod b c:x.v::.l rights radivedss—Tyen 1i the new voter reglstration Ilaw 1s more oifec-
t:wo han anyboay ureate, “Sieh a blac - Tan's’ piﬁ‘ﬁ?‘wou&:d*bemeem&’
v white MJ.SSJ.SS:L i (as contras - ' SPAETCPaY y-«stlcklng to b:.t+er-o:1

ichts radicals

‘and by white supremacn.sts try:.ng desparately to cl:Lng PR
~racial polarization of politics.bara.could negate the impact of Fedemal yoting rog gistrars,
Wlm. vo  J1bcrals and Toderates are partlcularly SATLSToK about this because racia. ension in
Miggissippi has eased measupeably thanks ip large part to the cautious coura e ol Gov. Pl
johnson, -Aba om.rw Ehe rednecks and.uhi Gitdzens Councils who elected him, Johnson has
oLnea with the bug SO mity in. demanding law and order. He has all bu emasculated

BB 7te) TS sovereignty Commission,defiant citadel of segeegation. ““Partly because of Tho
Governor and par y because of the slight stirrings of roalsim all over tho South, forecasts
of *the long, hot.~ . and bloody - Mississippi summer that stirred the air a ycar ago are now
abgont,,m ~Consider McComb in South, Mississippi which last summer was close to a race riot.
lewc Klan is: now :Lnflltrated b; tﬁe mt and” acﬁm‘“’%‘“ ﬁhd:é?i‘”"ccn'&ro]? There are
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FIP) - Mississippi arm of the most radical of civil rights groups the Student Non-
Violon Coordinating Commttoe {onick). .Inoﬂﬁ’ is simply not interested in a racially
Tho FDP headquarters, a second floor walk-up in & Nogro section of Jackson,

oel of a revolutionary. command post. Bofore we wore summarily ordored out, FIP
mombers told us thoy had nio Taith in votor rogistration and were GOW
TI6ngs" = & QUiXOTlC_SChemo to replace Mis sissippi’s five white Congressmen oe

E)
%WS, Tho Peal culprits. of course, are not FDP radicals but Mississippi whites who
for a -century refused %o a&ow Nogroes i nto tho white man’s politics. Buen To @E‘;_‘__Ioiahst

Remocrats whine that~they-woudd ‘be-destroyed politically if they were cau t talkin,

: ‘ A ) . S atmosphere 1s made to
order for The FIP Fadicales »&i‘arwénsmmm a hair of capturing the nation-

al charter of the Mississippi Yo8ng Democrats. As we reported from Washington, the nationa}l
YD organization refused to grant the charter to an FDP=sponsored group a fow woeks ago. But

since then, white moderates have not formed a racially integrated organization to counter the
, up, . This was seen last Sunday in a meoting at predominatly Negro Tougaloo college
_____; ~OLDqgk) noc ackson, Some 200 Negroes, but only about 10 MJ.SS:LSSJ.ppl whites turned
_up. 15 meeting was controlled by FIP leaders. e declaring themselves e Left of
LBJs Great Society and denounc:.gg .S, "colonial” policy in Viet Nam and Santo Domingo, thoy
pbratded the few Mississippi--whikes.uho dared con wwmg,m;l.swhgg&w ~aL the Young Democra}

level today may be in store for the. senier-pariy+-tomeryow. hile.lg p t, Pemocratic
politians talk g of sending a racially mized M‘:.ssn.ss::.ppl Jolog
4 ti

rtotho next national
” Te 108k convention), they do nothing about it, Thus, it is
poss:.ble Ehat the FIP will seat a Negro-domlna od delegation at the next national
convention. Such a racial polarization not only would please old-time segregationists. It
also would make a reasonable racial relationship here more distant than ever.

B * * *
CLEVEI.AND DONALD's RESIGNATION LETTER FROM THE °01 Miss Group (three days later he told the
YD state-planning-meebing -that.Spencer Oliver had talked him back into rejoining, but he
has not “written any-letters stating that in writing, to my knowledge)

Cleveland Donald, Jr.

Box 4269
s R P University of Mississippi
Mr. Ransom R. -Jones, IIT University, Mississippi
President ;- Young-Democ¥ratic Club . ,
University-of Mi:ssissippi April 29, 1965
Box 2378 S . )
University, Mississippi T e
De'tr W**ﬂ'ﬁn‘bs“ R I P D o an
«;___yereby respectfully submit my resignation as a member of..the Umvgrm‘by of M:'Lss:Lss:Lppl
Young Democratlc Ciu o = :Ugma&anmthe formation of the Young. Dg_moqgatlc Glub because I
i tory..o Xo)e gaded to.provide an opportunity for student .

express:Lon on campus, l‘Iore :z.mportant]y, I felt a n&d for a nondiscriminatory group of of
young people dedicated to the betterment of the State of Mississippi and particulariy fo the
aehgmﬁemen@mof 'le@qua«wfem-&lw~MS61551pp1@;g§o It wag requested that

National Young Demeerads.. i a s month. & attended in the beliof
MWWWM§mmma§mnmadwa Sincere. d@,@lre To creato_a group which
memﬁmmmmm;% as well as in theory. o..0f, tivel ronted the

r-Negro~group. from Jackson. (sic: 'bhe s ate-mde YDCM) because

5.1'2 was felt Ehis group could not be nondiscriminatory in practlce as well as in theory
ives-Gauehsian Young Demeerats.would.likely.have roservations about cooperating with a group
which was assumed to. be.orientated-teward.the mgouncll Of“”Federated Organizations. . Since
the Knasas City meeting I have learned that the assumad-gFigntation of the ackson %c:w ‘
' tho-Ftatema de-¥DBM)~group- 15 arroncous,  To o deliberately block another Democratic group in

intrapoh’blcal maneuvering is pe aps pol::.t:l.cs par excellance, but it seems not to reflect
- a -sineere-interest-in the.end, objective, i.e. voter registration, a . nondl SRRt FY
party in Mississippi, etc. Since the University of Mississippi group could not associate

< Jdtsedfwith-~the JMSWW@BMPMM@Mﬁlng in-Kansas.City. (editors notes Melvin

-Jhitfield.-had-invitdd them and anyone else interested) it is my belief that it present]y has
33btie hope--of- ereating-a. truly nondiscriminatory.Young.Damocrats Qreganization in the State
of-Mississippi. - -My eontinued.assoeiation-with-the.- University of Mississippi Young

" Demoo®atic~Club.will .only continue to create a false 1llu$.3,9‘n.~and~an»@ppearance of an
organization which genuinely reflects the end: objectives,, Furthermore, uc?h “association
could continue to be a basis for intrapolitical strife which in fact helps to prevent ~
more-sincere groups (like the Yackson group) [sic: YDCM/ from receiving a charter.
Therefore; resignation is regrettably submitted Sincerely /s/ :
cc: Mr. Sp liyer, Roy Wilkins, Charles Evers, R, Hunter Norey,(C
....Delmas--Henderson,. Raoul Cunningham, Melvin Whitfield, and others.”
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HUNTER, MOREY"s- LETTER “OF<3 niay 65. to: CL&UEEME}Z, PRESIDENT, MISSISSIPPT AFL-CIO

=TT e T

R It wa ood“’to sce yo\l and Mr, Kgnght ::x’ta our very succ.essful planning mee‘ting
&WM tho stato AFI~CIO is pledged to supporiing and worklng
withus® Yonng Domocrats insures us of significant success, MWcome than

. .o&egtgﬁ, over 150? from at loast 2L counties, and from all fivo congressio districts
W& In that rogard, and since as of yetb-our orgenizatioin has not
r a

ny contributions, gould you help things- by carrying out the mandatc of the body ...

which was to send a copy of the rogistration list 'ﬁ?)"g{reryone on tho list. _I enclasa.n
qopy..of the 11s at purpose,

Partlclpatlon soened to be quite broad and well balanced., Tho program consisted

of _5 Negro speakers and 5 white spoakorss MNr., Emmett K, Morris, President, YDC of HI.ds

County; Tev, Kemneth L. Dean, BX6CULivVo Sedretary, Mississippi Council on Human Relations; -
4 Rov, Edwin King, Dean of Sfuéents, Tougaloo Colloge; Mr. Lawrence Guyot, Chairman, Frecdom
J Demoeratic Partys ‘fyselfs dr. ansom i P, Jones, III, President YDC of "0l Miss;_Mr. Roscoe

Jones, o ] Pres:.dent, YIC of Moridian; Mr. Roy Deberry, Prosident; YDC of Holly Springs; yoursalf;
and RV, R. L, T, Smith,

I am looking forward to working with you on our next planning moeting, which
the body decided to have June 4, lp.m,, at Tougaloo Collegc. You willbe kept right up_
to date by the Rlapning Committee they elected which consist of the chapter Prss:.deht*sg
Rov, ‘Bdwin ‘King, and mySolT, A
"ours Tort Donoorate floyal to:«\the nat:.nnal party in’Mississippi. [s/
ce: Mr, Ransom P. ‘Jones IITj “Mr, . Robert Oswald, National Qfficers of the Young Deprhocratlc
Clubs of America;, Mr, Bidwellvidam, Mrs, Burnette Y. Hennington, Mr, E. K. Coll¥fs, Mr.
Lawrence Guyot F&‘sa Voctoria’J, Gray, Re;v° Edwin K:.ng, and Mr. Josoph Rauh, f
U"lﬂomﬁ'"”x;,e; i ) ‘ ) 2
CLAUDE RAMSAY'S, REPEY, Ma§f 65 1965 —mawom v oo . 1
RO B OF, yom“,lettem@@%wﬁmwdermyew s:gnature as Executlve Seﬁre‘ﬁary of
the “Young Domocra'hié Clubs of Mississippi?, is acknowledged, '
ark1¥ T Y s1ightly puzzled after receiving your letter., This puz%lement centers
(oad of  yolir- stationery (sic) as well as the. number of people who you sent
cop.xes of the' leﬁ%ei' 6y Yau.and I both know that the “Young Democratic Clubs of 1ssissippi”®
ia3 lstdtus, ' In the face of this, you apparontly want to convey an impression
to the contrary.” (editors notes in the interest of broading the Young Democrats, the
Whitfield group k¥s given up using its stationary and acting separately,, We are all now
one group, the current Hauthority? now being the YDCM Convention Conmn.ﬁi.ee)m e
- - As' I have stated before, the Mississippi AFL-CIO is :Lnterested in Work::.ng with
other gr&uﬁs toward the establishment of a bonafide Democratic Party in this state., This
appl::.e:: ,":o you and your associates when you convince us that this is l:l.kew:Lse your ‘
obaec:tlve SN PR ST

I expect o convena &u&%g%fﬁmm M@@mt%e%. , " ‘ ) nid 37111 present
ur rod ‘eé% ﬁ'{ f Weao 'the mailing ose in. attendance at the May zn g o
. 48lClauds. o, <GRE... L. CHifton -Cartery National. Dema ratg,@-ﬂPaupzt - HO ‘

mocrats of America, Mr, Joseph Ko, Mr ol Kee NS , i)
Robert Aswald, Mr, Ransom Jone, Rev. Wn@s wEvera,»hr% Ehmet't Morl‘l ol

L g e Ve A
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DOV TR
'LETTER O’F HUNTER MOREY TO FRED RICCY , NATTONAL YDCA EXECUTIVE SECREI‘ARY, 19 MAY 65
i ot -’“; Py 0 K JST;I,, NW 3. Washlngton, .,a; G w-—«»
Wlth :1:'bs ex‘b.‘c‘eme white supremacy, the‘ state of l\hss:.ss:Lpp:. does not make oi'gamzing for --
P loyalty b politics of the national Democratic Party easy, espec:Lally at ‘t:h:.s 'E:Lme of action
for citizenship rights sich .as voting. We hope that you will help us therefore “in recru-
ting members and clubs for the Young Democratic Clubs of América. We need orgaﬁlz:.ng
materlals and ass:n.stanco, his is the 5th time we gsted aid, Could -‘you
Jus: assistance, 100 YDCA Organizin nuals, Constitutions,; Directoriés,
‘similar batches ’éi‘J ¥DCA and "Demoeratic Party materials. We wish all ouf si:.a.tesm.damwork
to be in full coni‘ormﬁy ‘with the Constmtutlon and fequlrements of the orgam.zatlon° And,
C Secretary Mr, Kruse requested-Fs ] QWWW
could”you pla¥ PRTERES™IT what mammer should the -senior party officials be contacted in
regard xt‘,o cl‘&métering & Young Democratic Club, IMr..Kruse referred to the ’7appr9med ~forms®
which you'apparently have.: :Gould you please send us several sets of them 'since as Mr,
Kruse said “possibly some will get lost by the intended recelplents.,” In addition, we have
been told by Mr, Dale Wagner that there will be a national college YDCA convention in New
York City October 1216, oWeihave not received one wi concerning any national YDCA
convention. W11t be the same time and place as.tho colloge ohel  Please send: all details.
Our records indicate the following contacts between the YDCA and the YDOM: ( /
(ed, note, this is as of 19 MAY 65) lugust 21-23, 64 YDCM applied for a charter at the
"7 YDCA Atlantic City meeting. Sept. 2, 68 J. Albert House wrote Melvin Whitfield, YDCM =
President; returnimg our charter application and referring us to you for a,n:ﬁ?orm:bmn.
rﬁgjgbruar;[ 15, 765 Edwin Kruse send WHitfield a copy of his letter to ydu request:.ng that you
put Whitfield on the YDCA.mailing-list.and send him organizing mater:;.aiso 'Fobruary 20, °65

y
¥
¢
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¥

__Ymumni.e_lqh;ﬂa_gld including & Constitution and senior party officials addresses., April
9,10, 65 Whitfield presented the YDCM charter application again, including list of chapter
’% towns and presidents, Constiitution, and proof that senior party Chairman Bidwell Adam did not
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support the national party Presidential nominee and therefore waived the certification
requirementa April ilv, 965 YDCM sent YDCA our April Newsletter. April 21, °65, House sent
YDCM back charter application and stated that Ricei and Rosak wo send us materials.
April 27, ° ‘sent YDCA another request f anizational materials including a list
8 is County meiibers, afd ad"dresses.gMa , YDCM sent copy of “sifiafy of the
May state plann¥g meeting at Tougaloo to YDCA, includ:l.ng addresses of the 101-registrants,
m, Dale Wagner sent YDCM *éppi:fcatn.ons "ToF "¢ollegs” chapters and notification of the
Oct. 12-16 college convention., 'May 10, 6V Hoiise “sent YDCM & Tstter stating that g_f:;ank D,
_Rosak couldn’t attend our May 2nd meeting due to an automobile accident, and again referre
Jour reques‘bs for help to the proper YDCA offices. Mr. House neglected to mention that the
self-avowed foe of, YDCM, Spencer Oliver, also came down, and both Oliver—and Rozak contacted
Claude Ramsay and the °01 Mq_ss group (who had both argued ag&iﬁ”s‘t" usy - b‘u't Yiot a single
YDCM persono ——— s
We trust that this fifth reqliést Tor materials will produce rosults, Cordially,
R. Hun%&”‘“l%%ﬁ”’f‘@ﬂf note{ we still HﬁVe not received GUr materidls from the national/

| o AU o ol buz <o ok . )
¥ * *
ho o “ - .

WPKHTY‘ OFFICIALS 'AND YDCM ) oo e

S 4 Asu,ndlca*ted above9 cartification must be obtained from the state party offlcials
(2 out of the Chairmen,, National Committeeman, National Committeewoman) unless any one of
such “sehior Party offlge‘rs sos failed to support the Democratic Presidential nominee in
the last rec,ed;mg ‘eled iom 2., Bidwell g;dam has been the Chairmap-—few-yaars, First Supreme

Court Justiee. To}rxfBrady ‘and- no'w Senator EJ..MMIMMLML_%O_M}_@_@M; and first
Mrs, J. A Ph:.];l_'tps and now Mrs. i is _the National Committeewoman, The
former officers “failed to respond favorably to our requests for suggestions and certitication.
The current. set have either been very hostile, such as Bidwell Adam who sent the Kansas City
meet:.ng a 'telegram stating he knew nothing about us"anHd ¥efusedto- eSFLITY §7while I have
in my possession the letter of Atigust. 7, 1964 in which Mr. Adam refersour s"%'A Wecretary"
(s Wsmmr SEFETTIGatIon to MY, Mauldin, Secrotary of the party executive
comnmittéds: or in.the caso of tho national.committee people, they Wrote ory ‘friondly lotters
“to be réad in Kansag' City, but have refused to answer (along with Mr. Adam) ANY of the more
than five letters mach I have sent them since the Kansas City meeting. I have ve sent them all
information about the clubs, notices and inyitations to meetings, otc,. , and requests for
suggestions and any criterion or standards. -thoy might have for certification. They have
totally refused to cooperate at all and have completely ignored our requests for certifi-
cation or -even just communication. I feel that we should not be requlrW
tures from officisls who refuse to eyer-meply to 1et‘bers, and when the. rman did not
SUPPOYT -Che~LBJ HHH ' ickel and SO waived the Fequitaygen >~ TH " 38aT tiony-T-personally agroe
with tho legal brie ,., epaked by attorney m wh:xch proves that the FFéedom D modratic

- Party-ig thE BRI & party in . ﬁ-!f:ﬁ-msg- and that therefore Wo SHould bemowed —
o usethe FIP ”ofﬁc:l.als for cer' 1flcat10n, I Have certified receipts for” all correspon-
dence indicated ab&) ‘ . Y

»1

Sz , * * ‘ *

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP

W A b b sl R T NS B AN MDA BN o o Sl b

1. Research on Bidwell Adam (also Coldlins and Henn:mgton) to prove: “tHat he ﬁi‘dwno'bwsupport
the Presidential nominee of the national Democratic Party., “Mississippl newspapers such as
the CLARION LEDGER, JACKSON DATILY NEWS, McCOMB ENTERPRIZE, DELTA DEMOCRAT TIMES, and others
such as from Glﬂ.fportg and the Memphis Commerclal Appeal, the New Orleans Times Pycianune,
the New York Times, Washington Post, etc., should be c..aref.‘ully exértined for the period
between June, especially the Aggust and November per:).ods and later *-f«or post election

cm&g’e"“"

2, Legal Br:.efs in support of granting a charter te- the Young Democratic Clubs of Missis-
or entation to the Credentials. Commi mmittee, the National Committee and the

sippi
WConventlon of the YDA ~(with Eopies to all th%%ew@leg&mwm

3. Letters of support both from the grass roots and from big shotss send to the YDCA
officers, the Natioml Membership Committee, the National Committee of the YDCA., We need
letters from individuals, YD members, church, labor, civic groups, public officials,
congressmen, national f:.gures, etc%,,

T —
(2

%4 Lobby:.ng with YDCA N’é‘ﬁﬁ.‘bha’i*“‘O“fﬁ%rs ”N@:‘tioml"”MeFﬁer‘sﬁp Cormitt8e members, and the
Qt.aﬁe' de I'e"ga'h.ons and.the Naktional Comm:.ttee to support our.charter application at the.
XDCA Na'bional Convent:!.on in ’New York City this Octobermizalﬁg

- m:.meo paper, 1nk, postage, emrelopes, rent filing cabinets, transporta-

5. Fund Feisin
some school buses

tion he ‘s ate and to New York in October. g would.dd

(new ‘ones so we.won’t be stopped by frequent repaa.rs) so ‘that We won SP¢
bus. Fental .money. and have nothing to show for it back in the state afterwards,
about $6,500 each, We have the time to raise this type of money, The YDCM and the
lovement back in Mississippi NEED these buses). .

B
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6. Lletters to the Editor and Apticles about the YDCM (based on this book) for newspapers
and magazines and newslettors. Get groups to put out special mailings and reports on us.
Get this book duplicated and distributed widely.

7. Propare demonstrations and posters for the New Y rk convantion October 12-16 (picketting,
frecdom singing, sit-ins, etc. )around the theme CHARTER THE YOUNG DEMOCRATIC CLUB OF
MISSISSIPPI. Use signs such as HOW LONG, HOW LONG TO WAIT? YOUNG DEMOCRATS OR YOUNG
DIXICRATS? RECOGNIZE MISSISSIPPI., A VOTE FOR MISSISSIPPI IS A VOTE FOR FREEDOL, etc,

8. Get other organizations and chapters of groups to make support of us their program.
Student groups, peace groups, civil rights groups, political groups, all can play a part.

9. Comoc_down and work with us in Mississippli Get a supporting lettor from your ncarest
office which has recruited workers for Mississippi before (such as SNCC, CORE, FDP, etc.).

@Wﬂ, or CR worker, a YD official or Democratic
Parcy o al, Yig unusual to off work AND at least $500 in bail bond
mong Ith a person who can Mreifm—%w%we call hip-callact AND at Isast
MMSGS must e Paid Dy the volunteers since we have no

moncy, AND a willingness to live in crowded, poor conditions, C otimes dangerous.

pman
% * *

NATIONAL OFFICERS OF THE YOUNG DEMOCRATIC CLUBS OF AMERICA

NATIONAL PRESIDENT FIRST VICE PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT

J. Albert House, Jr. Ed Rosewell ‘ Oliver Ocasek

245 Hoanoke Avenue ... 3321 W, Gladys Ave. 7665 Gannett Road

Roancks Rapids, N.C.: Chicago 24, Il1, .  Northfield, Ohio
L "y ‘,r- S - N

VICE_PRESIDENTf- . COLLEGE VICE PRESIDENT SECRETARY

A1i86™ MeMahow 1 IT Dale Wagner ' " Edwin Kruse

Routa™1,’ B_'b‘_if'"’19-5' 1730 K St., N.W, 107 Center Ave.

D’laii‘:léhd,ﬂ‘@l‘ox_?‘ida ' Washington, D.C. Chatham, N.Jv -

" TREASURER o CHAIRMAN, of the BOARD

Mary Kennedy - of REGIONAL DIRECTORS GENERAL COUNSEL

583 Prospect Ayo." - R, Spencer “liver ) Don Hamilton

West Hartfordy Comn, 133 01d Senate Office Bldg, 412 Commerce Exchange Bldg.
I v Washington 25, D.C. ' Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY COLLEGE LIRECTOR.

‘Predeirick A. Ricci Franklin D. Rozak

1730 ‘ K s..torg N oI'\,o

1730'K St,, N.W.. o
o :Washington, D.C.
L. %

Washington, D.C.
A .

% - %*

NATTONAL MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE of. the YOUNG DEMOCRATIC CLUBS OF AMERICA

CHATRMAN ¢ - " CHAIRMAN, SUBCOMMITTEE OF  Donald L. Bonker
Patrick C. Clary . ALABAMA & MISSISSIPPT c/o Senitor Maurine Neuberger
Young Democratic Clubs R. Spencer Oliver 431 Senate Office Building
1730 X st., N.W. _ . 133 01d Senate Qffice Bldg.  Washington 25, D.C.
;:Wa,s'hington 6; DiC. - ,* - Washington 85, D.C. o ﬂ
léegi_s’w/rm—- ~ Jan Pettee ' Franklin Haney = .
c/o0 Senator Joseph Clark 1527 Corcoran St., N.W, Apt. 106,215 Comstitution Ave,
Utfitod States Senate Washington, D.C. Washingtohy D.C.. -, -
' V\Iaéhingtoh‘CZS 7. D.C. . - o A N
(a1 .
Don Hamilton Bradley G, McDonald, Esquire John J. S quire
L12 Commerce Bxchange Hldg. 1012 14th st., N.W. 1000 Federal Bar Building
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Washington 5, D.C, o 1815 H st., N.W. | '
o ‘ Washington 6, B.C.
* * *
: YDCA ' SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE-OFFICIALS
| - CHATRMAN - . GULF (Region VI) DIRECTOR’ GULF DEPUTY DIRECTOR .
Carl Barrett Dan Ellis John Mmahart, Esquire
Box 25 2222 General Pershing St. 1112 Georgia Drive
Holly Springs, Ga. New Orleans, la, New Orleans, la,

SOUTHEASTERN CONFERENCE DEPUTY CHATRMAN: Dave Reid, Esquire, Box 375, Greonvillo, N.C.
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% .. YDCA STATE GROUPS POSSIBLY HEIPFUL (o President or other top person)

~ bt} -
’ B R e

Jack D, Files Jog .Bgoman ’ .. - Howard Sehumann
.. . 215 Goshen . . 1,6?2 House Office Building 11047 Hawthorne Blvd,
.+ Noxth Little 'Rock, Ark Washington, D.C. Lemnox, California
Gordon Graham ) Raoul Cunningham Leo Krulitz
903 Quackenbos St., N.W, 5327 Lth st., N.W. 1st Security Bank Building
Washington, D.C. o Washington, D.C. Boise, Idaho
Jack R. Beaupre William E, Gluba . ,. . John Ivan
Kankakee County CourtHoligp™~ ..1012 Farnam. §3*" " 11220 West 70th
Kenkakee, Illinois ' "' Davenport,.Jowa . Shawnoe Mission, Xansas
Ve . et - [N Y YRS . ,_:.'.:;;«" ,..*mw««w.,m;.wtg‘w. PR St —— _ PR
. Wally -OrdEmekgpes—t » - a Th@ma*S"Sul‘iL‘Ev"an-»w S ansisaritiiins-ie BB OWONG~ ~  woiorm ..
131“6“33108ﬁ st W‘”*’:’#’,‘W“’“”“ WlééMN()nm S oL et Qg;:l’hon.&qlléga;““"”’ e
Baltimore, Maryland... ;.Zg.w?‘.;w .. Randolph, Masswiw—v-c- v .o Northfield, Minm,” ~ -
R IR e e e e 3 e s v+ ot o £
Dol Swigart ' John F. Geaney, Jr, John D, Kearncy
3328 North 58th 151 Cornell Ave. ;87 No Burgher, Ave.
? Omaha, Nebraska ) Hawthorng, N.J.. > " - Staten Island, New York
Cathy Lawlew . John MeDonald - i1 Paul T. Hicks'
Valley City.:" - 388 6th dye, W 72 Callan St,. -
Nerth Dakota i E%geng:,\"grogon 1l Providence; Rhéde. Island
Dickio.Lee Shippgrd On these next tio pages is the Constitution of the Mississippi
Gamma Phi Beta H use - miompcratic Conference which was obtained from the Sunday,
University of Wyoming ""May 23 Meridian meeting from which I was excludgd/ﬁob
registered Negro citizens

Laramie, Wyoming i which al least two: !
RN : naly ey were acting FIP County Chairman
.and local COFO -Project Director., I think that this group is part of the “Libersl Establish-
TETET plan to-organize counter to the FIP o attempt to destroy it (and tp provide Psafe?
and “responsible” Negroes to intograte the,racist Mississippi regular Défiocratic Party,
This "Democratic Cénference? madpwee]ilI be the most gignificant threat to progress on the scene.
. At this dénclusion of gr% persgnal-report (AND THIS RESORT DOES NOT REPRESENT THE
YOULS. DEMOCRATIC CLUBS OF=MUSSISSIPPI BUT IS MERELY MY OWN OPINION) I want to make sure that
. the limitations and ‘Bpportunities’sf the Young Democrats are clear, . All organizations and
‘ ‘institutions are mere tools for people,to use to get their needs fulfilled. Mississippi now _
i needs a Nay Reconstruction completg{j@iih the political and social révolnitionary implications.,
% Irstead of minority of wealthy whites totally controlling the commmity, the majority which
: is made up of Negroes and pocr whites must yule democratically., Not only voter registration
and mass direct action (both of which remain essential) but political groups must grow in
which Negroes and poor whites can focus their voting power to make the needed; -drastic
] changes come about, They must not_be hampered by either the old line white racists and
: uncle Toms, nor the netr type-of-enery, the Negro and white “moderates” who are:merely
f opportunistically motivated to Fulfill their own selfish ambitions, _ ILast nighk
% example ~Charles Evers of the NAAgfﬁ,(a, participant in the Democratic Conference).who has
_ publically criticized both FIP and ﬂlﬁo‘ was the main reason why we Yoﬁé%%crats still do
_hat have-a charter, came to the FIP ¥ally after the Capitol March arrests claiming that
3 : "hen the-chips- are down, we are all together,® T '
. I have never seen such a blatant case of a man desparztely trying to get public
credit for something he not only has dono nothing for, but which he hf"‘,sf attacked. When yqu
are successful then even some of your ene?%‘gg -€laim to have been for you., The fact is that

(RN

/7
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_.in Mississippi Gharles Evers has boen unablé_to. come up with any program. _COFQ.and FDP have
rot ' the imo i adership and the mass support. Mr. Evers just has his wish to be
a big shot. So when FIP starts something which is obviously excellent, and when the local
people start supporting it in a big way, (over 600 people are now in Jail in Jackson in the
current FDP campaign) all “Negro leaders” feel that they must either stipport it or be
. publically left asidé‘‘as the irrelevant old thing some really ars, Wo must not under-
o' ostimateithe power of such Negro and white opportunists, _Remember how Evers took over the
/< WDP situation, how the NAACP tried to take over the McComb
Svelopme etc, One problem has been our reluctance to define the difference between the
various groups and what they stand for., It is true that there is roon. Loy everyongrhere,
but there are such genuine and important differences between-the groups, that glossing over
liem becomes irresponsible and allows things like the Democratic Conference and the ®“liberal
Establishment” to take us over,..Let me-make it clear that I do not object ot having:the
"liberal Establishment” in the Young Democrats, but I do object to their attempts te. kill
us og. failing that; to take us gye;-fr;rrff,he People®s Movement Shall Reag}tl Vggtpry Some- Day.
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CONSILITUTION OF THE MISSISSIPPI DEMOCRATIC CONFERENCE

QBTﬁCLE I - Naine This organization shall be known by, and do business under the name of
“Ihe Nississippi Democratic Conference, Incorporated”.

ARTICTLE II - Purpose The purpose of this organization shall be to bring together in one
organ;zatlon, through duly nlocted: representatives’, members of city and county Democratic
organizations within the state, to stimulateo and facilitate the organization of such groups
where none exists, and to advocate and advance the principles and goals of the National
Dcmocratic Party. i .

ARTICLE ITI - Membership The h1551531pp1 Democratic Conforencc shall be composed of a LAY&E*
spoélilcd nunmber of bona fide Democrats elected to represent the Congressional Districts

within tho state, BHach Gonzressional District shall have the number of votes gquivalent to 7
the number of reprosenséjﬁvnq in the lower hotse of the Mississippi Legislature. &

M J—

ARTCCLE IV - Mbetlngs ' THé Mississippi Democratic Conference shall meet énnuaily on the
second Sunday in April., Special sessions miy bo called by the chairman upon approval of a
majority of the members of the Board of Directors. A quorum of the Conference shall consist

T at 1east 27 mombers, rop;esentlng at leoast five ConngSQ1onal Districts,

ARTICLE V - Offlcors Séction 1, Thoe elected officers of the Conference. shall consist of
a choirman,.a- socretary, an assistant socretary, a treasuror, a parllamentarlan, and a chapl-
ain, An officer shall hold offico fox orioc year, or until a.successor has beoen elected.. Of-
ficers may succeed themselvos in off;ceb .Section 2, All offieors shall be elected annually 3
by ballot at the annual moeting, and shall be installed immediately. Section 3. The Board

of 'Directors shall consist of the elected officers, the chairman of standing committeos, and
the District Represcntatives. Renresentat;Ves-at—large may servce on the Board of Directors

as alternates to the District Repx-esentatlvos° Section 4, The oxecutive committee of thg

Board of Directors shall consist of tho,¢locted officers., Section 5. "An oxocutive -committee

quorvn shall consist of at loast: four (L‘ oleccted officers. ' S

[ N

ATTICLE VI - Vacancics In the evont of death, physical or mental disability, or other dis-
quallflcatlons of the chairman, the vice chalrman shall take over the duties of the Chairman®s
offico, and shall-conduct such offico until the noxt regular election. In the ovent of the
dealh or disquallflcatlon of any other oclected officer, the exceutive committec shall; by
majority votc, appoint a successor to scrve until the next rogular election.

I

APJTFXE YII = Dues and Assessments Fach County and: sach City Democratic Conference shall
bo assessead ten 'conts amnually for each registered Democrat in the County or City Conference,
payable in two installmonts, Contributions to tho National Democratic Party may be made in

* tho forn of merbership dues or donations through the State Conference,

ART&CLE VIII - Amendments and Revisions ° Any proposal to amend must come from at least ten
mempsrs from at least throc Congressional- rnstrlcts 90. days before the annual meeting in
April "The-proposal must 1nclude'tho signatures of tho mombers, and must be sent to the
chairman, and a copy to the secretaryu Any amendment may be changed at the time of the annual
meetlng as long as the modification is germane to the orlglnal proposal, and is voted favor-

. ably by 3/3 of the membors present and veting,

BY;LAUS

-~Article I - Mbmbershlps Section 1.+ The Mississippi Democratic Conference shall be com-
poood of a spocified numbor of reprosentatlves of County and City Democratic Conferences or

* Clubs from cach, Congressional District in Mississippi. Seetion 2. Each county within a Con-
gressional plstr:ct which has at least 100 qualified Democrats shall be entitled to a rep-
(resentatlyeo' Section 3, The names of the representatives and their alternates must be cer-
tified tq the Sdéfétarjfof the Mississippi Democratic Conference by the president or chair-
man éﬁé uecrotafj ‘of tho County or C;ty Conference immediately after they are elected or

.ammnﬁw.‘mf

Articlo IT - Meetﬂngs Tho rogular annhal meeting shall bo held on the second Sunday in
Ap il at a placo dosignated by tho Conferonce or the Board of Directors. Special scssions
.of the Confercnce may be called by tho chairinan:upon approval of a majority of the Board of
Dircctors, Special sossions may be held only after mombers have had twenty days notice,
Bomrd mootings may be called by the chairman, or by - ono—thlrd of the mombers of the Board,

Art1010 IIT - ‘Officers The officers of the Mississippi Democratlc Conferonce'shall bo
(1) a chairman, (2) a vice chairman, (3) a sccrotary, (4) an assistant sccretary, (5) a
trecasurcr, (6) a parliamentarian and (7) a chaplain,

Articlo IV - Duties of tho Officers It shall bo tho duty of the chairman to preside at all
meotings of tho Conforcncc and of the exoccutive committec, and to seo that the Constitution
and policies of tho Confercnco are carried out. Tho chairman shall appoint all standing
cormittecs, and any other committcos considercd neccssary to carry out the program of the
Conforonce., Tho vico chairman shall preside at all mootings in the abscnce of the chairman,

‘
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2
and shall porform such othor dutios as may bo assigned by the chairman. The socrotary shall
koop all rocords of the Conferonce, rocord tho minutes of ocach meoting of the Conforenco and
of tho exocutivo committoo, rocoive all monics of tho Conference and issuc vouchors for
chocks against the account of the Conforonce. Tho assistant sccrotary shall act as soc-
rotary in tho absonco of tho socretary, and at the dircction of tho chairman. Tho troasuror
shall recoivo all monios givon to him by the socrotary, doposit samo in a commorcial bank,
and issuo chocks upon vouchors roccived from tho sccrotary, Tho parliamontarian shall scc
that tho mootings arc conductod according to parliamentary procodurc., The chaplain shall
opon and closo oach mcoting with prayor.

Article V -~ Rovenuc The rovenuo of this Confercncc shall come from momborship dues and
assosmonts, and from such othor activitios which arc doemod appropirato, In order for a
member to be cligible to vote in tho annual meoting and to be oligible for eloction to
offico or appointmont to committocs, the assossmont of the County or City Conforenco or
Club which he roprescnts must bo fully paid by March 15,

Articlo VI - Eloction of Officers = At cach annual meoting thoro shall be olocted a nomi-
nating committec of fivc whoso duty it will be to proparc a slato of candidatos for pro-
sontation at tho noxt annual mooting. Each momber of the comrittoc shall bo from a diffor-
ont Congrossional District, Caniidatos may be nominatod from tho floor, Voting may bo
secrot or open ballot, Candidatos rocoiving a majority of votcs shall be doclared elocted.
The Chairman of tho Conforonco shall be an ox-officio mombor of all commdttoos.

Articlo VII - Committcos Tho standing committeos of tho Conforenco shall bee¢ 1. Budget,
2, Financo, #. Logislation, 4, Memborship, 5. Organizing, 6. Program, 7. Public Rolations
and REsoarch, 8, Voting and Rogistration, 9, Womon®s Activitios. The chairmen of the
committcos shall bo appointed by tho Chairman of the Conforonco, Othor mombors of the
committoos shall bo appointed by tho District Roprosontatives, or by thoe Chairman of the
Confornnce, -

Articlo VIIT - Dutios of Committccs 1, Budgct. This committoc shall proparc the annual
budgot and prosont it to tho Conforcnce at its annual mooting., 2. Financo. The Financo
Committoc shall proposc and plan special fund-raising projocts when neoded, be rosponsiblo
for rocoiving financial contributions at the public mootings, at tho annual mectings, and
on other spocial occasions, and shall porform such othor dutics as tho exccutivo committce
may authorizo in order to provide tho Conforcnco with adequate funds. 3. Legislation. It
shall be tho duty of this committco to analyzc and ovaluato proposod or ponding logislation;

" to recommond support of legislation conducivo to the goneoral wolfare and opposition to, and
ropoal of, logislation not in the public intorost; to rocommond nooded logislation. b,
Momborship, This committoo shall consist in part of the chairmon of the memborship com-
mitteos in tho Congressional Districts, and shall have tho rosponsibility of identifying
and cortifying the County Domocratic Clubs which aro bona fidc financial mombors of the
Conforoncc, (The Mombership Committoc is the Croedentials Committco), 5. Organizing,
Tho primary function of this committec shall be that of stimulating and facilitating tho
organization of county-wide Democratic Clubs in thoso countios in which they do not exist,
and that of facilitating their financial affiliation with thc Conferonco. 6. Program,
This committcc shall dovclop for tho Confcronco program proposals which shall be submitted
to the oxoccutive committoc, and shall exccuto such program activitios as tho oxocutive
cormittoe may assign. 7. Public Relations and REscarch, It shall boe tho duty of this
committee to interpret thc Conforonce to tho public and to adviso tho officers and membors
of tho Cofiference as to decisions and activitios most appropriate for creoating and main-
_taining tho most cffective public image. It shall, also, bo the duty of this committeo

"to assemblo through inquiry, invostigation and formal research such data as would bo of

" valuo to the_Conferonce, and to presont such to the Conference in an effoctivo manner. 8.

. Voting and Registration, This committoo shall assemble and disseminato through tho most

" appropriate channcls such information as might promote the most effective voting on tho part
of_tho eloctorate, and facilitate the registration of tho unrcgistored. 9. Women’s
Activities. The duty of this committec shall bo that of formulating and recommending to
the oxccutivo committee programs deosignod to facilitate the offoctive participation of
women in the Party, and to eoxecutec tho pproved programs,

Article I;S; Roborts Rules of Orde The Confercncc shall bo governod by Roberts Rulos
of Order. : o
Article X - Amendment The By:Laws of the Conforonce may be amended at any annual

mooting by a two-thirds majority vote of the members present and voting.
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MINUTES OF THE 2nd STATE PLANNING MEETING of thezéOUNG DEMOCRATIC CLUBS OF MISSISSIPPI
held June 4, 1965 Tougaloo College, Tougaloo, Mississippi
Propared by Miss Shirley Bailey, Secretary YDC of Hinds County
and Mr. R. Hunter Morey, YDCM Convention Cormmiittese.,

{
The meeting was called to order at 1:45p.m. by Mr. Emmett K. Morris, President of the

Young Democratic Club of Hinds County. Mr. R. H ¢gy, Treasurer of the Hinds County
YDs introduced Mr. Gordon Graham, member of the National Committee of the Young Democratic

Clubs of America and Prosident of the Washington D.C. ¥Ds. Mr. Johnny ¥razier, Vice Pres-
ident of the Hinds County YDs introduced Rov., Donald Thompson of Jackson, an honorary YD. 5

Mr. Morris then attempted to appoint a Time and Place Committee to arrange the state
convention, Mr, Morey objected to the procedure. Mr. Robert Oswald, Chairman of the Jack-
son County Regular Democratic Party and former President of the Mississippi YDs moved that
the state convention be set for Jackson, Mississippi, The motion passed. Mr, Morey moved
That the state convention be set for August 6 and 7th with a Convention Committee to have
the power to move it up or back one week if necessary. Mr. Qswald offered an amendment to
leave the date totally up to the Convention Committee., The amendment failed. Mr..Morey'®s
motion was not voted upon and so in offoct died. Mr. Ba&s_owgp_a President of the
University of Mississippi YDs moved that Mr. Morris be given full power-
committees, The motion failed, Mr, NMorey moved that tho present Chairman (Mr, Morr:.s)
preside over this. mooting But that tho body olect tho committoes for the convention. _The
moimn_pag_gd Mr. Morey moved that the state convention be set for between Mid-July and .

st with the exact date to boc set by a Convention Committes. Mr, Oswald moved to
'tablo, The rEt:Lon to tablo Tailed. The previous motion then passed
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‘M;,John,\_%‘aﬁgig, of the Sunflower County YDs moved that a Convention Committee be -

elected consisting of two people from each of Mississippi®s five Congressional Districts.

The motion passed. The following people werc elected:

ist: wvacant, the Committeo itself will fill,

"2nd: Mr, Cleveland Donald (01° Miss YDs); Miss Doris Green (Sunflower County YDs)

3rd: Mr. R, Hunter Moroy (Hinds County YDs); Miss Thelma Eubanks (Pike County YDs)

Lkth: Mr, James Andérson (Madison County ¥YDs)3 Miss Iucy Luckett (Madison County YDs)

5th: Mr. Robert Oswald (Jackson County Regular Democratic Party)s Miss Gracie Hawthorne
(Forrest County YDs)

The Body then elected the following committees for the state convention:

CONSTITUTION and BY-LAWS: Robort Oswald, Hunter Morey, Cleveland Donald, Johnny F Fraz:l.or,

Alberta McCullen, and Percy Chapm"éf"r

RULES COMMITTEE: Joe Ford, F. L. Smith, Bob Smith, Irwin Walker, Johnny Frazier, Kenneth

Dean, Milton Cooper, Percy Chapman.
RESOLUTTONS EE'sWn, Barbara Lee, Hunter Morey, James Dann, Otis Broww,

CREDENTIALS CQMMITTEE: Rev. Edwin King, Charles Scattergood, John Harrls, Konneth Dean,
Donald Thompson, Milton Cogper, Walter Mayberry, John Brown. I
Mr, Lenard_Bnﬁﬁr:bhaJ\, General Counsel of the Hinds County YDs introdim"‘ed a resolution
to the offeclt .of: Whereas the people of our nation’s capital are presently being denied
the right to self’ government9 and
ercas we, the Young Democratic Clubs of Mississippi believe in the

principle of democracys;
New Therefore Be It Resolved that the Homo Rule Bill introduced by the

President of the United States, Lyndon Johnson, be passed by the Congress.

The resolution passed. Then Mr, Morey moved that we adopt the 1964 Platform of the national
Democratic Party. Mr. Qswald offered an amendment regarding Communism which failed after
Mr. Kenneth Dean of the Mississippi Council On Human Relations pointed out that the
Democratic Platform already covered the subject, The plamning meeting of the Young
Democratic Clubs of Mississippi officially adopted the 19614» Platform of the national
Domocratic Party,

) The Chairman Mr. Morris then introduced Mr. Spencer Oliver, Chairman of the SubCommit-
tee on Mississippi anY TTabama of the National Merbership Committee of the YDCA and

s recently appointed Chairman of the YDCA Board of Regional Directors. Mr. Oliver graciously
mado the meeting by flying down from a doctoers appointment in Memphis for the automobile
accident he had when previously in Mississippi assisting us in organizing.

® * %

(I would liko to add that this meeting was most encouraging, having two representatives of
the national Domocratic organization, the state Democratic Party, Negro and wh:zte students,
civil rights workers, and Mississippi white and Negro residents. This broad coj.llta.on rust
continue, I urge all people between 16 and 40 to actively organize toward a large, broadly
based convention this late summer. Yours for nationally loyal Democrats in Mississippi.

R. Hunter Morey for the Convention Committee

Young Democratic Clubs of Mississippi

Post Office Box 2251 -
Jackson, Mississippi, 39205
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ITEMS ON CURRENT POLITTICS IN MISSISSIPPL

The COUNCIL OF FEDERATED ORGANIZATIONS is pleased\to present this full report
on politics in Mississippi, written by‘Ro Hunter Morey, a S@CC Field Secretary COFO
worker, His report constitutes a small book oéwhis own opinions on the Young Democratic
Clubs of Mississippi, the Freedom Democratic Party, the state and national Democratic
parties, and politics in general., The views expressed are his own, and do not necessarily
fepresent those of COFO.

The entire civil rights Movement has broadenod 56‘¢;§£ nationally and in Missis-
sippi that now many differences of values and method are cbmﬁpg out in the open, which
have all along existed. The vayious civil rights groups appe;r as one monolith only
when conditions aré extremely brutai ;ha the fighters are few, Conservatice, liberél9
'ﬁblitical or legal'éifféreﬁqes in emphasis come out when there is more freedom to operate
and when more resources and‘beople are atﬁa&king‘injustices and racism, hNegroes, after
all, differ indiyidually ju§t as much as white people do - look at all the "white® organ~
igations. What racism can®t stand, is that the maturing Movement, instead of fragmenting,

is strenthidning itself through division of labor, use of previously inactive resources,

and recruitment of more and more instiitutions of society’into the struggle.
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