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50.14812 larch 3, 1939.

Thurgood arshall, Esquire,
Assistant Special Counsel,
National Asseeakton for the

Advanemeat of Colored People,
69 Fifth Avese,
New York, 1#ew York.

Dear Sirs

Your letter of January 26, 1939, in which you refer
to a letter from the Departaet dated December 10 1916,
concerning alleged peoage conditions in Maclenny, Florida,
was received and inquiry made into the matter,

Will and Earl Enabb, Fied Jones and Edward Stewart
Hall, Jr., were prosecuted tar violation of the peonage
statute. On May 20, 1937, a verdict of not guilty was
returned as to Wil3Ia4n abb, Jones and Hall, and on the
sae day the charges were dismissed as to Earl Enabb.

At the concnaote of the trial it was determined to make
investiattoa as to perjury believed to have been committed
by a witneas for the defendant, William D. Striekland.
He was taken it uatody and released on bail in the sm
of $420,000O00 It is expected that the case against his and
others believed to have been involved will be presented to
the Federal Grand Jury convening at Tampa, Florida, In
May of this year.

Respectfully,

For the Attorney General,

BRIENRcWMAJON,
Assistant Attorney General.
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1939.

Mr. Brien McMahon,
Assistant Attorney General,
Department of Justice,
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mr. McMahon:

We have received several requests
for information from R.K.O. Pitures con-
cerning peonage in theturpentine camps in
Florida.

On checking our files I find that
we received a letter from you dated December
10th, 1936, copy of which is enclosed. I
am wondering if there were any later develop-
ments in this case and would appreciate being
so advised.

We thank you in advance for any
inf ormation.

NATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTEE
Arthur B. Spingarn, New York, Chairman

Atlanta A. T. Walden
Berkeley, Calif. Walter A. Gordon
Boston Irwin T. Dorch
Caubridge, Mass. Hon. Felix Frankfurter
Charleston,W.Va. T. G. Nutter
Chicago Irvin C. M611ison

Edward H. Morris
Brie, Pa. William F. Illig
Jacksonville S. D. McGill
Los Angeles Thomas L. Griffith, Jr.
Louisville Charles W. Anderson
Madison, Wis. Lloyd Garrison
Muskogee, Okla. Charles A. Chandler
Nashville, Tenn. Z. Alexander Looby
New York Hubert T. Delany

Morris L. Ernst
Arthur Garfield Hays
Benjamin Kaplan
Karl N. Llewellyn
James Marshall
Charles H. Studin

Philadelphia Francis Biddle
Pittsburgh Homer S. Brown
Toledo, Ohio Jesse S. Heslp

William T. McKnight
Washington Charles H. Houston

Edward P. Lovett
Leon A. Ransom

Wilmington, Del. Louis L. Redding

Tl: FoA
Enclo sure:

Very truly yours,

Thurgood Marshall
Assistant Special Coursel

(1) o 403
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WASHINGTON, D.C.

BM:IMR

December 10, 1956.

Mr. Walter White, secretary,
National Association for the

Advancement of Colored People
69 Fifth Avenue,
New York, New York.

Dear Mr. White:

The Attor eral has -fequested.
me to reply to yo ett of December 8, 1936,
in which you ur e ecution of certain
persons, who ar le e to have held a number
of persons at Ma Florida.

as d that this matter will
receive per enti.

Iwist o thank you for your expression
of sati tion the Peacher conviction in

Vyrossas.

.dd Very truly yours,

Signed: Brien McMahon
Assistant Attorney General

MAR 10 1939

/ jjii~ - f
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' t .Tanuary 30, 1939.

hUr. David En .Glendealm,
Seeretary-Treasurer,
Workers Defense League,
112 hat 19th Street,
New York, New York.

Dear Sir:

This is to acknowledge receipt of your letter of, Zan-
uary 24, 19a9, asking for information concerning tic; tC se in the
Southern District of Florida tuvolving Nil Knabb, Wa rl aabb ad
others, as well es illiam '". 5trickland, who its a fitness in the
peonage case involving the aforementioned persons.

The records of' tic Pepartwtont disclose tlAt on Lay 20,
117,a verdict of not Cuilty was returned as to William Knabb,
fred fToaes, and Edward tewart all, Jtr., nd on the same day the
charges were dismissed as to :al Knabb, At the conclusion of
the trial Judge &vin reotunmended that an investigation be con-
ducted as to perjury oomitted by witness for the defendants,
Willian D. Jtriekland. On Way 88, 1937, Strickland was taken

.Zio custody by vIrtue of a warrant issued for his arrest based on
omplaint filed on tbat date charging hin with having congaXtted

prjury. He was released on temporary hail in the sum of 42,000.

There is nothing in the Deiartment's file to show that
tbE ease against Mr. Strickland was ever presented to a ran4

"ty.

Respoetftuly,

? Yor the Attoesy GMeral
sn 13ne)

Astatis feral
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James Rorty
Joseph Schlossberg
Tucker P. Smith
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NEW YORK CITY ___
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January 24th, 1939

Mr. Brian MoMahon
Assistant Attorney General
Department of Justioe
Washington, D. C.,

Re: BM-50-18-12

Dear Sir:-

In running through our files relative to
peonage cases in the South, I have recently come across
the case involving Will and Earl Knabband others who
were tried in U. S. District Court, Jacksonville, Florida,
in May, 1937. According to our records three of the defen-
dants were acquitted by the jury and the fourth, Earl Knabb,
was dismissed on motion of District Attorney Herbert Phillips.

I should be grateful if you could inform me
of any further action the government or Department of Justice
has taken in this case, if any. In addition, it is not olear
whether your department prosecuted the case under the peonage
statute, or whether the prosecution was at the instance of
the Boyd brothers aided by the Distriot Attorney's office.

I further understand that U.S. Commissioner
Carl Noble, at the conclusion of the trial, ordered William
D. Strickland, one of the witnesses, held under $2,000. bond
to answer charges for perjury. Have you any information as
to the disposition of this particular action?

Thanking you for your cooperation,

Very sincerely yours,

David . Clendenin,
Secretary-Treasurer,

dlo/fth
16
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, UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
Southern District of Florida

Jacksonville, June 25, 1937 JUN 18937

Report of Disposition of Criminal Case -L

United States v, William Knabb alias Will Kuabbs Earl E. Knabb and Fred Jones

Peonage - 5655-J Or. - December Term1936

(Nature of case: Docket number: and term)

The Attorney General,
Washington, D. C.

Sirt

I desire to report that on May 28, 1937 . the above

ease was disposed of as to the defendants William Knabb, Earl 2. Knabb

and Fred Jones

charged with violating 18 U. S. C. 444s

as follows:

Date of trial and results: 5/24 to 28/37 - Verdict of not guilty
as to William Knabb and Fred Jones

Plea: 5-24-37 - Each deft: not guilty

Disposed of otherwise: 5-28-37 - Case dismissed as to Earl Knabb

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
JON 28 1937 A.M.

DIVISION OF RECORDS

ClflM, DIV-usoma

Respectfully,

KERBERT S. PHILLIPS
Unite ates Attorney

By /V

Damon G. Yerkes,
Asst. United States Att

h4(
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UNITED STATES ATTORNEY t d VS ON
Southern District of Florida

Jacksonville, Jun8 25, 1937 " U N28 1937

Report of Dispositso of Criminal CaseR CI

United States v. William Knabb alias Will Knabb, Earl Knabb, Fred Jones
and Edward Stewart Hall, Jr.

Conspiracy to hold certain persons to condition of peonage - 5657-J Cr. Dec. Term

(Nature of case: Docket number: and tem) 1956

The Attorney General,
Washington, D. C.

Sir;

I desire to report that on May 28, 1937 , the above

ease was disposed of as to the defendant s William Knabb, Earl Knabb,

Fred Jones and Edward Stevart Hall, Jr.,

charged with eain- conspiracy to violate 18 U.S.C. 444

as follows:

Date of trial and results: 5/24 to 28/37 - Verdict of not guilty as
to William Knabb, Fred Jones and Edward Stewart Hall, Jr.

Plea: 5-24-37 - ]Each deft: not guilty

Disposed of otherwise: 5-28-37 - case dismissed as to Earl Knabb

Sentenee:

Respectfully,

d1141 0? 
'

HERBERT S. PHILLIPS
UnitedStates Attorney

By:

ul(1 IYI ltlff %

j

I

op

ly

I PU



4.

IN REPLY
PLEASE REFER To

EH-g

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

Jacksonville, June 14, 1937

JUN 161937

-~.-..

Hon. S. A. Andretta,
Acting Administrative Assistant to
The Attorney General,
Washington, D. C.

Re: United States v. William Knabb, et al

Sir:

Reference is respectfully made to your letter of
June 8, 1937 under symbols ERB 50-18-12 relative to the
purchase from the court reporter of a transcript of the
testimony of three witnesses in the above case, namely
William Davis Strickland, Abraham B. Shaw and Parks M.
Carmichael.

The court reporters, Dowling and Pattison ad-
vise us that the cost of said transcript was figured at
the rate of 25X per folio (100 words).

These reporters were employed for this trial by
the defendants and the reporters advise us that the said
rate of 25X per folio is according to the agreement they
had made with the defendants at the time they were employed.

Respectfully,

Herbert S. Phillips
United tates Attorney

By: /

Edi h House, j1%2 19
Asst. United States Attorney

T1he Atty, Gen,

~Y ~
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50.1)8. June $, 1937.

Herbert 8. Phillips, eq.,
United States Attorney,
Jacksavifle, Florida.

Sirs

The Doearmt is in receipt of your request on Form 25 B,

to incur the zpease of $60.50 for the purchase, from Dowling and

Pattison, court reporters, Jacksonville, Florida, of a tranocript of

the tesamny of tbre witnesses, namely William Davis Strickloa,

Abrabam B Shaw ad Parks . Carmichael, which testimony was given

during the trial of the case of United States vs. illie Eoab, et

a4. It is understood that this testimony will be used in connection

gith other testimony in an effort to have the witnesses indiat*Afdr

ton are requested to advise 'the tepartsent as to the folIe,

or page, rate to be paid for the transcript. This information should

always be given when a request of this future is made.

Respectfully,

4%10"OF REO. $ge3.A
MAILED *
IK9 -1937 *A*tta,

Acting Ad nstratlve Assistant
OF to the Attorney General.

re t



WITNESS LRR E a
AS PERJ h ER, 2ND
HELD FOR CONTEMPT
JACKSONVILE, May 28. (Special)--William Knabb,

head of Kiabb Turpentine company, MacClenny, aid his
twp woods iiders, Fred Jones and Edward S. Hall, late,
today were acquitted by a Federal court, jury of charges
in a Federal peonage indictment. , The jury deliberated
less than 30 minutes before
reaching the not guilty ver-
dict.

Before the case went to
the jury the arrest of William
D. Strickland, Gainesville, on per-
jury charges and the issuance of
a bench warrant charging A. B.
Shaw, also of Gainesville, with r-5,
contempt of court, brought a dra-
matic trial to a sensational close.

earl Knabb, son of the operator,
William Knabb, - was dismissed
from the case upon motions by
District Attorney Herbert Phillips,
who declared the evidence offered
did not involve him.

StricKland's arrest was -based

oif testimony yesterday, in which
he swore Ed Baker had,written a
letter to Parks Carmichael, a
Gainesville attorney, asking the
lawyer to handle certain monies
they were- to get out of thit case.
In, rebuttal, the government in-
troduced- evidence to prove Baker
could neither -read, nor write.
Strickland was held under $2,000
bond and -hearing date set for
Tuesday.

Stricklan<'s arrest was followed
by the issuance of a bench war-
rant for A. B. Shaw, Knabb com-
pany bookkeeper, who is alleged
to have asked Strickland to pur-
suade the, negroes to write the
incriminating letter to Carmichael.

The government charged Wil-
liam Knabb, his son, Earl, and
two of Knabb's employee, Edward
Stewart Hall and Fred Jones, with
holding three negroes in a cdndi-
tionof peonage. The defense con-
tended the charges ,grew out of
the rivalry between turpentine
operators- and 'were - precipitated
by attempts to recruit labor from
the Knabb camp. Testimony was
offered by --defense counsel - in-
timating a $16,000 "hush money"
demand had bden made by lawyers
representing, W. G. Boyd, rival

- operator who allegedly pt6ferred
the first charges against the
Knabbs.

The government summoned both
J. J. Getzen and - Sam Getzen,
Bushnell attorneys, to the itaind
And while J.3. Getzen admitted
having teli Uhe . conversations
with 1. L. Andersonk defense at-
torney, -1oth denid, ever having
mentioned $16,00 "pay-off."
ifThe jury was chrdlate this

pfiernpoi, and began itsdelibera-
tiois at 5 p. In.
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In reply please
refer to:

ESP:eh

DEPARTMENT OFJUSTICE

UNITED STATEs ATTORNEY
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

Jacksonville, May 29, 1937.
I -- Ci INMI . =1 SI ON

JUN S 1937

The Attorney General,

Washington, D. C.

Re: United States v. William Knabb et al
Your file: BM 50-18-12

Sir:

During the trial of this case, which consumed all
of this week, three witnesses testified for the defendants,
namely, William D. Strickland, Abraham B. Shaw and Parks M.
Carmichael. Cross-examination of these witnesses developed
what I think is a conspiracy to interfere with the administration
of justice in connection with the above styled cause I there-
fore request authority to have a transcript of the testimony
of these three witnesses made in order that I may use the same
in connection with other testimony in an effort to have said
three witnesses indicted for conspiracy to interfere with the
administration of justice. Form 25 B is inclosed.

After Shaw and Strickland had testified the Court
issued a bench warrant for Shaw of his own motion and I had a
warrant sworn out for Strickland before the commissioner,
which was approved by the Court.

Respectfully,

Herbert S. Phillips,
United Stghes Attorney.

ell

K -
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S9
Dept. Form 25 B.

7rpartmnut

---------- District of ---- - - - --L

The ATTORNEY GENERAL,
Washington, D. C.

Sm: Authority to incur the following-described expense is hereby respectfully requested:
Nature of expense: (Describe fully, explaining the necessity-if for personal services giving proposed

rate of pay, probable duration of employment, etc.)

ditbettl~VW* a AAAA o t 1"48ttg e h

w^tUHMu"a3 ey1828a4et..A 4a4Mahe4

4"aw aw so f& 414 Y40" $ed~y a g

Enb5 tsh Set le AL etaUt

ino ltianos in0iqu lutai Lonwh ,d 'E'r sosn ii. 9ti o a d AniIha od)'tow gftaxv*bok: fHi aiqo o

0 Etiathettd~g i :91 0 x T o M urfit 0 alnd aspa go e)Ped

b) Prsnl xpnesEgg

(Of 1181 itle f of L1

WASHINGTN,)D.I"

r A 'I~~1 J' VJj)- uX~LbJ i~j V ',JJYA ' K

(a) Personalcompensation t----sa f
0 (b) Personal expenses-------------SA"
is e) Other items an ta ttc--------------c

(Official title of officer.)

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
WASHINGTON, D. 0.

You are authorized to incur the above expenses #A a*4t AP 14

~, 0 iV FlShEtVOFAC N
~OF A-

The U~nited States Marshal for the said District ,
is hereby directed to make payment under the above authorization upon the presentation of accounts in
duplicate properly prepared. Payment to be made from the appropriation

O ea Funds Available
MAILED

Fdr AttorneG eene al:262.o

Assistant Attorney General.
/TMEjN F l
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department of 3uotice

*ftte of the (lttant Wth ie xtonitp aeneval

*a~binston

May 19, 1937

MMORANDUM FOR MR. COLLINS '

The attached is self-explanatory.

I have not seen any request from the
United States Attorney for an investigation of the
jury panel in the case referred to.

Unless there are more compelling facts
than appear on the surface, I am unalterably opposed
to such procedure.

Matthew F. McGuire,
Special Assistant to the Attorney General.
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In reply
Please refer to:

DGY:RM
5657-J-Cr

9x
DEPARTMENT OFJUSTICE

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

frpIMINAI DI VISION )

MAY 3 -1937

The A
Washi

Sir

Jacksonville, April 2, 1937. l. K

FLEH.At
attorney General,
ngton, D. C.J

In re: U. S. vs. William Knabb, et al.
Your symbols: HB: 50-18-12. 1,COM

C~M fV-FISHER

MAY 111937
In further reply to your letter of March 12th, this

office advises that hearing on the motion of the defen-
dants for bill of particulars in the above cause was held
before Judge Strum this morning.

Judge Strum ruled with the government on all material
matters in the motion, granting the motion in so far as
the government is required to give the names of the three
peons whom the government will introduce evidence to show
the defendants conspired to hold, arrest, and return, to
a condition of peonage, the approximate dates, and county
in which they were held in peonage.

These matters are all set forth in the two substantehe-
indictments, and we do not have any evidence tending to
prove the holding in peonage of any other persons so that
we are not in any manner,embarrassed or do we have to divulge
any of our case by complying with this order.

This case is set for trial on May 24th, and undoubtedly
will be tried on that date.

We are enclosing herewith a copy of Judge Strum's order
just delivered to this office.

Respectfully,

HERBERT S. PHILLIPS,
U ~led States t rney.

Damon G. Yerk 8,
Assistant U. S.AttorneyEnel

F4,

, I4
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In reply
Please refer to.:.,,

DGY:RM
5651-J-Cr

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

MV SfO N

MAY 1937
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORID : 0" IVED
Jacksonville, April 28, 1937.

The Attorney General,
Washington, D. Ca

In re: U *. .vs. William Knabb, et al.
Nos. 5651-J-Cr.; 5655-J-Cr.; and 5657-J-Cr.

Sir :

In further reply to your letter of larch 12th,
(Symbols: HB 50-18-12), this office advises that the
Honorable Louie W. Strum, United States Judge, on the
24th day of April, 1937, overruled the demurrer in
the three above enumerated cases; also denied the mo-
tions to quash the indictments.

Subsequently, on April 27, 1937, the defendants
filed their motion for bill of particulars. This motion
will be argued Thursday, April 29, 1937.

This office will'advise the ruling of the Judge
on the motion for bill of particulars.

Judge Strum has set the above cases for trial
on May 24th.

We are enclosing herewith copy of motion of bill
of particulars.

1 G.
Respectfully,

HERBERT S. PHILLIPS,$iLt14
United States Attorney.

Damon G. Yerkes,
Assistant U. S. Aitt L

Encl.

g AY -41937
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UNITED STATESQFAAW0IAO

'a. )
WILLIAM NABi, et at. )

Dat aa t a. )

moTen 0 l iLLOF PARTIQTISRS

Come now dateasts aWilliam Knabb,, a4rle N.

Jlziab], Fred Jones 'and shdwd Stewart afl, Jr., naas&

as tetendaba in the Ind taent naow pendig against

the m, thilg±i a boneapirtoy atdoaignated by 01p's

Bo, 8687 and after, the Cowt has overatzed the

dmatrrer of thoso 4Agea~t to *4d t4ita ent ant

after the Court has dat4 a aotIs to qkwsh the ouid
tnditot snt, reepesttly waoes the Court for a 'order

requiring the DietrIot Attorney to filein this *&se,

and deliver oopini to the' ansel of record tr the*s
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with eleaaen asertatty, the feowlaw Watteroi

The na4*o$4 pae" of side e t all of the

witnqnes, wi We overett will ense to1 be sen
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the Government expects to prove:

(a) The existence of the conspiracy

alleged against these defendants, and

(b) Each and every the overt aots

eha e4 lin the indlotment, and/er any other or

further overt acts or related facts or otroam

stances tending to establish the existence of the

ooneiracy or any &at or aots done by either of

the defendanba, the times and places when said

ats were done or any wor4 of moth uttered by

either of the defendants in this canse.

Whether the Government ewpeote to introduce

proof at trial to show any related aots or oiremo-

stanees or other overt acts not laid in the indict-

ment .

*.

Whether the Governmet expects to introdiae

proof at trial to prove all or any of the overt

acts set ot in said indi*tsent.

It it is intended to prove any sot, word or

atterae or aflthing done by either of the detendante

tending to prove any related aots or otroiastances

compete in ev4t ua4e' said indlttent, the nanes

of the persons involved n ash relatW incidents or

oireiatanoes or ootranoes;the place where any



sot or &ate of the defendants were done, or word

or words uttered relating to said other and different

circumstances and aotes, and the names of the wttness-

es by hoa it will be sought to prove any other overt

st or aots then those laid in the indiotnent, and

any related or oonneated oironmatance or transaction,

aots or doings of tke defendants or either of them in

relation to said other transaction or tralsaotiol.

Attorneys for Defendants

' 



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE UCIINAL VISION
In reply UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

Please refer to:
Y , RM SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA APR 23 1937

(5657-J-Cr)
acksonville, April 21, 19 7.RECEIV ED

The Attorney General,
Washington, D. C.

Attentioh: Brien McMahon,
Assistant Attorney General.

In re: U. S. vs. William Knabb, et al.,
Your symbols: BM

Sir:

In reply to your letter of April 10, 1937,
in reference to the above case, this office ad-
vises that argument was set before Judge Strum
tomorrow morning on motions and demurrers hereto-
fore filed by the defendants.

This office will immediately advise you
of the ruling of Judge Strum.

Respectfully,

HERBERT S. PHILLIPS,
United states Attorney.

Damon G. Yerkes,
Assistant U. S. Attor ey

*GRM FSHE
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LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE NATIONAL 3870-1.2
CABLE ADDRESS. AFEL.

AMERICAN FEDEI#ION OF LABOR
Executive Council

President. WathLAx Ganx
Secretary-Treasurer, FRAlK MoasoN

A. F. of L. Building, Washington, D. C.
First Vice-President, FRANK u Eighth Vice-presidentGo. M. HA oN

Carpenters' Building, Indianapolls, Ind. Railway Clerks Bldg., Cincinnati, 6.
Second Vice-President, T. A RICKETNi le-P

621 Bible House, New York, N. Y.22Eat Michgn Street,*Indianapolls, Id.
Third Vice-President, MATrraw Wor, Tenth Vice-President. HARY C. BATE

570 Lexington Ave., New York, N. Y. 815 Fifteenth St...N. W., Washiton, D. 0
Fourth Vice-President JoN CoErIELD. Eleventh Vice-President, EDWARD J. GAINOR

Machinists' Building, Washington, D. C. 408 A. F. of L. Building, Washington, b. C.
Fifth Vice-President, ARTsua 0. WHARTON. Twelfth Vice-President, W D MAHON

Machinists' Building, Washington, D. C. 260 Vernor Highway, East, Detroit, Mich.
Sixth Vice-President, Josa N. WEBER, Thirteenth Vice-President, FEnix H. KNGHT,

3-4 1460 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 400a406 Carmens Bldg., Kansas City, Mo.
Seventh Vice-President, G M. BUONIAZET, Fourteenth Vice-President, A noR E. B OWNE

1200 Fifteenth St.. N. W.,Washington, D. C. Earle Building, Washington goD. .
Fifteenth Vice-President, EDWARD FLors,

48 .L ud , 426 WoodWridge Avenue, Buanalo,sn.Y.

March 2b, 1937.

Hon. Brien McMahon,
Assistant Attorney General,
Department of Justice,
Washington, D. C,

My dear Mr. McMahon:

On December 4, in reply to my letter of
November 28, you assured me that the Department of Justice
would very carefully look into the situation of alleged
charges of peonage against certain persons in MacClenny,
near Jacksonville, Florida. If there is any information
which you are prepared to give me as to the result of
this investigation I would appreciate it greatly.

Sincere ours,

President,
}Ameridan Federation of Labor.,Presdent

p

I f

ME
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ADDRESSREPLY TO~THE ATTORNEY GENERAL**
AND REFER TO

INITIALS AND NUMBER

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

WASHINGTON, D. C.

March 26, 1957.

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. FISHER

I have read over the indictment and Mr. Jacksont s
memorandum rather hurriedly. I am inclined to think that
we should let the case go to argument Monday and see what
the Judge does with it. Personally, I don't feel that the
indictment charging Smith was held in a condition of peon-
age is objectionable. Neither do I think that the second
count which charges that the defendant arrested Smith to a
condition of peonage, compelling him, etc., is objectionable,
except perhaps that in the second count the language is
rather vague. I am inclined to think the court would sus-
tain it and it would probably stand up in the Circuit Court
of Appeals after verdict.

The thii'd count, however, to my mind is objectionable,'
since it does not specifically allege that Smith had ever been
in a condition of peonage, and therefore it lacks the essential
element of-an indictment charging a return to a condition of
peonage.

The indictment is certainly not very carefully drawn,
but I feel quite confident that the first two counts of it
will stand up under dmeurrer. Perhaps the defendant is en-
titled to a bill of partittlass as/tho time, place, and mode
of compulsion. I would be inclined to let the thing go to
argument. If we lose, then we can reindict.

TVENT OF JUST ICE

ag- FISHER

/I
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ADDRESS REPLY TO

"THE ATTORNEY GENERAL"
AND REFER TO

INITIALS AND NUMBER
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

WASHINGTON, D. C.

50-18-12
March 25, 1937

DE RTMENF'T F JUSTICE
NEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL BRIEN MO ON A 4 21 1

Re: United States v. William Knabb, et al. i

I believe that all of the counts in Nos. 5651-36(Or., 5655- Cr.
and 5657-1 Cr. to be subject to the demurrers which have been levelled at--
the said indictments.

No. 5651-7 Cr. was returned by the grand jury in the February,
1937 term. The first count charges that Edward Stewart Hall, Jr., unlaw-
fully, wilfully, knowingly and feloniously held a certain person, to wit,
Arthur Smith, in a condition of peonage, compelling him, the said Arthur
Smith, against the will of him, the said Arthur Smith, to perform labor
and work to and for the said William Kabb in paymalt of a debt claimed
by the said Knabb to be due from the said Smith. The second count charges
this defendant with "unlawfully, wilfully, knowingly and feloniously,
arrest a certain person, to-wit, Arthur Smith, to a condition of peonage,
compelling him, * * ".

The third count charges that the defendant "did ** * return a
certain person, to-wit, Arthur Smith, to a condition of peonage, com-
pelling him * * *." It will be noted that in each of the counts, it is
nowhere alleged that the peon was held, arrested, or returned by force
or threats which I think is necessarily essential to this indictment.
The third count, in which it attempts to charge a return, is clearly
not sufficiently pleaded to show that the peon had been, prior to the
time of the alleged return, in fact in a condition of peonage.

Clyatt v. United States, 197 U. S. 207, 218, provides:

"Three distinct acts are here mentioned -- holding,
arresting, returning. The disjunctive 'or' indi0ptes
the separation between them, and shows that either
one may be the subject of indictment and punish-
ment. A party may hold another in a state of
peonage without ever having arrested him for that
purpose. He may come by inheritance * * * and he
simply continues the condition * * *. He may also
arrest an individual for the purpose of placing him
in a condition of peonage. * * * Or he may, after

i ~j r
f.

Ai
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one has fled from a state of peonage, return him
to it, * *

This case is quite helpful, for it has set out, in page 209 of the
report, the count of the indictment purporting to charge return.
The court, at page 219, says:

"Now a 'return' implies the prior existence
of some state or condition * * *. It is essential,
therefore, under the charge in this case to show
that Gordon and Ridley had been in a condition of
peonage, to which, by the act of the defendant,
they were returned. We are not at liberty to
transform this indictment into one charging that
the defendant held them in a condition or state
of peonageor that he arrested them with a view
of placing them in such condition or state. * * * *

I think it naturally follows that if it is an element of
the offense of "return to peonage" that the proof must show this, it
is necessary that it be pleaded in the indictment. It is obvious that
an indictment should charge all of the elements of the offense. Clyatt
case, pra.

The record on appeal failed to show a prior state of peonage
and the cause was therefore reversed.

An indictment charging the holding in peonage of a person
was approved by the Fifth Circuit Court in the well considered ease of
Bernal v. United States, 241 Fed. 339, 340. The count of the indict-
ment is set out on this page and was the subject of demurrer. The
Circuit Court sustained the action of the lower court in overruling
the demurrer.

In the conspiracy indictment, No. 5657-7 Or., the defendants
are charged with conspiring to commit certain offenses against the
United States and sets out the offense as violations of Section 444,
Title 18, U.S.C., in four paragraphs on page 2 of the indictment.
It is observed that nowhere in the paragraphs does it appear that the
conspiracy was to "by force and threats" and it is believed that that
is an essential charge. It is not enough that the peon is held against
his will. "It is the holding of persons in unwilling servitude in
payment of debt that is the .gist of the offense denounced by the
statute". United States'v. Clement, 171 Fed. 974, 976. It is unlawful

2.
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to compel such performance (contract for labor) by force or intimida-
tion. Iden.

It is believed that the criticism to the above indictments
applies with equal force to cause 5655-F Or. It is not necessary to
set out means by which a crime is committed unless act is one which
may be criminal or otherwise.

United.States v. United States Brewers Association,
239 Fed. 163,
Mark Yiek Hee v. United States,
223 Fed. 732

Plainly, all holdings, arrests or return of persons are not
necessarily unlawful. There are certain persons, like miners, appren-
tices, seamen, wards and others, who may be and are lawfully held,
arrested and returned.

"Compel" does not necessarily impart elements of compulsory
payment.

Singer Sewing Machine Company v. Teasley,
198 Ala. 673, 735S. 969, 971.

"Arrest" is usually interpreted as being the taking of a party
into custody to answer an alleged or suspected crime,

County of Montgomery v. Robinson, 85 Ill. 174,
Ex Parte Sherwood (Tex.), 15 S.W. 812,

although in modern times, it is suggested that the word "arrest" more
often applies in civil matters and the word "apprehension" is used in
criminal procedure.

"Return" means to bring, carry, or send back; to place in the
custody of; to restore; to re-deliver; to send back.

Maxwell Implement Company v. Fitzgerald, 85 Ind. Ap. 206,
146 N.E. 883, 885.

An indictment must directly and positively allege every fact
necessary to constitute the crime.

United States v. Philadelphia Railway Company,
232 Fed. 953

Where definitions include generic terms, indictment must state particu-
lars.

Krauer v. United States, 237 Fed. 8,
United States v. Bapp, 230 Fed. 723.

I suggest that the United States Attorney consult In Re Lewis,
114 Fed. 963, and read the opinion of Judge Shelby and observe the indict-
ment, which is set out in full on pages 967 and 968, charging conspiracy
and return.

30
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It is therefore suggested that inasmuch as the offenses
charged are of recent date, that is to say, in October, 1936, and
january, 1936, and there is no question of limitation, new indict-
ments should be prepared on the lines herein suggested and presented.
I think the court would be entirely justified in sustaining the de-
murrers filed herein.

Your attention is especially invited to the fact that Judge
Strum has set the demurrers for hearing on Monday, March 29, 1937, and
that prompt action should be taken.

Respectfully submitted,

Special Assistakf to the
Attorney Gneral.

/
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

In reply
Please refer to:

DGY:RM

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

Jacksonville, March 24, 1937.

MAR 2 61931

.i(&~~itAVi

The Attorney General,
Washington, D. C.

Attention: Hon, Brien McMahon

In re: U. S. vs. William Knabb, et al.
Nos. 5651-J Cr.; 5655-J Cr.; and 5657-J Cr.

Sir :

In further reply to your letter of March
12th, (Symbols: BM: 50-18-12) in reference to the above
case, and supplementing my letter of March 18th, this
office advises that the Hon. Louie W. Strum, United
States District Judge, has just advised-the writer that
the hearing on motion and demurrer, set for Monday,
March 22nd, has been continued on account of the fact
that H. L* Anderson, Attorney for the defendants, is
engaged in a trial of a murder case in a state court,
and will be so engaged for several weeks longer.

The Knabb case has been tentatively set
for trial on the 7th day of April. However, we are very
doubtful whether -or nou a"T=r"WR ill be ready for trial
before Judge Strum on account of the postponement of the
hearing of motions and demurrers directed against the
indictment.

This office will keep you advised as to
the progress of this case.

Respectfully,

V .A' i-tIET Or JUSTINCT

BERBER
United

Dam
Assista

T & PHILLIPS,
States Attor ey.

on erke
e nited Sates Attorney
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9
In Reply
Please Refer To:

*CRIMINAL DIVIsIO
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY MAR 22 1937
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

Jacksonville, March 18, 1957 R ECE IVE]

The Attorn
Washington

ey General,
, D. C.

Attention: Hon, Brien McMahon

Re: United States v. William Knabb, et
Nos. 5651-J Cr.; 5655-J Cr.; 5657-J r.

Sir:

In reply to your telegram of March 15th in reference
to the above cases, this office wishes to advise that all

defendants were notified to appear for arraignment on Monday,
March 15th, at which time attorneys for the defendants filed
motions and demurrers. Copies of the three indictmentsz,
together with motions and demurrers are enclosed herewith.

Upon receipt of your telegram at my home I

immediately telephoned a reply to you at Miami, however,

I later ascertained that this telegram had not been delivered

to you there. I am therefore writing you at Washington,

and have also requested that the original telegram be for-

warded to you there.

These motions and demurrers have been set for

argument before Judge Strum on Monday, March 29th. In

this connection will say that counsel for the defendants

is now engaged as chief counsel in a murder trial which

will take some weeks and it may be that Judge Strum will
grant him an extension of time for hearing the motions and
demurrers.

I would appreciate your going over the indictments
and the motions and demurrers filed thereto and writing this
office as to any matters you feel would be of benefit to the

court in its consideration of these matters.

Respectfully,

Herbert S. Phillips
United States Attorney

By:
Domon G. Yerkes,
Asst. United States Attorney

Enols.
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A. XHILIP RANDOLPH
INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT

MILTON P. WEBSTER
1ST INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT

4231 SOUTHGMICHIGAN AVENUE
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

BENNIE SMITH
2ND INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT

2355 EIGHTEENTH STREET
DETROIT. MICHIGAN

p

AN INTERNATIONAL UNION
AFFILIATED WITH THE A. P. OF L.

36 WEST 135TH STREET
NEW YORK CITY

PHONE
TILLINGHAST 5-1843. 4

NIGHTS, SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS
TILLINGHAST 5-8652

38

ASHLEY L. TOTTEN
INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY TREASURER

E. J. BRADLEY

3RD INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDET

I 1INORTH JEFFERSON STREET
ST. Louis, MISSOURI

C. L. DELLtJMS

4TH INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT

1716 SEVENTH STREET
OAKLAND CALIF.

March 18, 1937

Mr. Brien McMahon
Assistant Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Permit me to thank you for your letter
of March 12th, informing me that the question
of the investigation of peonage at MacClenney,
Florida, is in charge of the United"States
Attorney at Jacksonville.

BS&AU
12646

If P U ' UT ICE
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50-18-18

March 12, 1987,

4
4

Mr. A. Philip Readolphs
Intnatioal President,
rethrthood of Sleeping Car Porters,
6 West 18Sh Street,

tow Ye*rk, New York

Feer ir

hitting
flerita.

4oeeipt to acknowledged of yor letter of Mroh 6th
* report of a iavetigation of peange at MaoOleany,

As you are probably aware, this matter is alrey
receiving the attention of the United 4tatea Attorney at Jacksouvill*,
Florida, at your letter has ben forwarded to hi for oasidtretio.

RespetftIlly,

For the Attorney Genea,

Brien Mahog

Asatat Attoney 1eea.

A 1 21937
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A. PHILIP RANDOLPH ASHLEY L. TOTTEN
IlTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY TREASURER

MILTON P. WEBSTER E. J. BRADLEY
IST INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT 3RD INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDET

4231 SOUTH MICHIGAN AVENUE 1I NORTH JEFFERSON STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS ST. Louis, MISSOURI

BENNIE SMITH O C. L. DELLUMS
2ND INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT 4TH INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT

2355 EIGHTEENTH STREET 1716 SEVENTH STREET
DT MI CH IGAN OAKLAND CALIP.

C INTERNATIONAL UNION
CRIMINAL. 01VIS10N AFFILIATED WITH4THE A. F. OF L.

36 WEST 135TH STREET
NEW YORK CITY

MVAR 10 1937 PHONETILLINGHAST5-1843. 4
NIGHTS, SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS

TILLINGHAST 5-8652 1,RECEIVED /
March 5, 1937

Hon. Homer Cummings
United States Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Dear Attorney General:

At the American Federation of Labor in ampa, Florida, the following report of
an investigation of peonage at MacClenney, Florida was made "We first interviewed
a school teacher who informed us of the conditions of the schools. In her depart-
ment there were 52 children in one room. A majority of the children come to school
barefooted. Attendance falls off in the coldest months because the pupils do not
have enough clothes to keep warm. She was prevailed upon to talk only through in-
terventions of Dr. Duncan, who assured her that no harm would befall her but that
it was her duty to speak freely. The houses (if you can call them that) in which
these people live are all owned by Will Knabb, turpentine operator, and the workers
live in constant fear of reprisals.

"Next we talked with several turpentine workers who talked freely but only af-
ter much persuasion. They stated categorically that all the negro people in this -

community were held in slavery. None is allowed to leave the place. The owner has
two stool-p'eons who keep him informed of everything that goes on in the quarters.
These infamers even slip under the shacks at night and listen in on the conversa-
tion to see if they may detect some hint of dissatisfaction, which might indicate
that someone was harboring thoughts of "escape". One of these informers-is named
Cobb. After almost two hours in the quarters, Cobb detected our party and inuedi-
ately ran to the clerk of the commissary to notify him that someone was prying a-
round.

"The turpentine workers are forced to toil from daylight until they can no
longer see at night. For their labor they receive pay ranging from 60 dents per
day to $1.00. A very few receive as much as $1.25 a day. They areforod to pur-
chase their supplies at the commissary owned by Knabb. Prices at this commissary I
are almost double regular retail prices. For example, white bacon, which can be

DEPARTMENT OF JUST ICE
MAR 6 -1 P, M

REORD DIVISION OF RECORDS

/4



Fromx-A4% P. 6"Randolph
To-lon.'H. Cummings
March 6, 1937
Page 2

bought in Tampa stores for 15X per pound, cost 25g per pound in Knabb's Commissary.

Six pounds of plain flour cost 40X in the commissary and the same grade can be bought
for 24X at the retail stores. When the wages of the turpentine workers are translated
into purchasing power it is easy to see that many of them are working for 25g per day.
One man spent $2.00 outside the commissary a little while back and was told that his

pay of $10.00 would be held up until he purchased all his goods at the commissary.

"Any desire on the part of the inmates to escape is effectively thwarted by the
realization of possible consequences. Men may suffer beatings, their very lives may
be threatened if they attempt to leave. By a system of camps which surround the com-
munity they are able to head off any fleeing slave.

"As soon as we had secured this information, which we considered adequate, we
decided it would be safer to leave. The informer had notifiedthe commissary of our
presence and we could see a small cluster of white men gathering. Wisdom seemed to
dictate departure and so we left after about two hours in the quarters."

"Here is an evidence of exploitation of the Negro workers. Why? Because there
is no labor organization in the South that has the strength and power to prevent the

exploitation of Negro and white workers."

This report was compiled by Dr. C. F. Duncan of Jacksonvilles a colored man,
President of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, a col-
ored insurance man, colored journalist, and Frank McAllister, a white man of the
Workers' Defense Lea'gue. They went to MaoClenney, Florida, on the 15th day of Nov
ember, at ten o'clock in the morning, and made the investigation.

Before the Convention adjourned or during the while, the Executive Council of

the A. F. of L. was in session in Tampa, the following telegram was transmitted to

Governor Scholtz, then Chief Executive of Florida; by Mr. William Green, President
of the American Federation of Labor: "It was reported to me that a state of peonage
exists among Negro workers employed in a section of the turpentine producing indus-

try at MLoClenney, Florida. I officially protest against such a policy of exploita-
tion and oppression. Will you please investigate the situation and if the facts dev-

eloped show peonage and exploitation, take such action asmay be necessary to stop
it Immediately?"

Governor Scholts replied to this message promptly as follows: "Your telegram
date received and I appreciate your having called the matter to my attention. An
immediate investigation will be ordered as peonage is not to be countenanced in

Florida and if it is found to exist you may be sure that every-facility of the State
Government will be used to the end that it may be discontinued."

According to information received from responsible persons in Jacksonville, the
investigation which was to have been made by Governor Scholts has not resulted in
the elimination of peonage at MacClenney.

Because peonage is a form in involuntary servitude which is in violation of the

Thirteenth Amendment to the Federal Constitution, I wish, herewith, earnestly to urge

~ ~, .



e- PRandolph
To Hon.2'. Cummings
March 5, 1937
Page 3

that you institute in investigation of peonage in MacClenney, Florida, with a viewtD
its elimination. May I say that the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, and I am
sure the American Federation of Labor, through President William Green, will be glad
to be of service in assisting in this investigation.

May I request you to inform me as to what disposition the Department of Justice
will make of this matter?

Internal sident

BS&AU
12646
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

UNITED STATEs ATTORNEY
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

HSP-lap Tampa, March 17, 1957

MiAR 2218

4'
The Attorney General,

Viashington, D. C.

Sir:

Re: United States vs. William Knabb, et al,
Alleged Peonage.

This acknowledges receipt of department letter
dated the 12th instant, under symbols BM, 50-18-12, in-
closing a photostatic copy of a letteritrom A. Philip
Randolph, International President, Brotherhood of Sleeping
Car Porters, New York City, for consideration in connec-
tion with the facts already in hand with respect to the
above c ase.

Thanking you for the same, I am,

Respectfully,

HERBERT S. PHILLIPS,
United States Attorney.

AR2 1 FILE - H. A. F.

8 ENT OF JUSTICE
VAa1q.9 37 A.M.

DI IA ON OF RECORDS
CRIN sDV41
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50-18-18

Herbert t. Phillips, sq,
United States Attorney,
lactsonville, Florida.

Dear Mr. Phillips:

Referause is wade to previous pornespndenes in
the matter aofUnited States v. Willia ftabb, et #l., teolv-

ing alegeS opOuage.

There is enclosed a copy of a letter trom A. Philip
Mendolph, Intarnattnal Pre#sUat, Brotherfloo& of orsping Car

Porters, Vow York City, eontatii intfration on this anh obot
t&r your oenetderation is emaectioanwitht the ftae Ii yoar pose$-
elon.

OWNNFor He tAtmer Generalip

d) ren Ml2v1io
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INRE ILLIAMNABB ETAL STOP MOTION AND DEMURRER, FIlED, BY

DEFENDANT TODAY STOP EXPECT TO ARGUE MOTION )-AND DEMURRER

MONDAY MARCH TWENTY SECOND STOP LETTER TO YOU TOMORROW

DAMQN G YERKES -ASSISTANT ATTORNEY.
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CLASS OF SERVICE DESI RED
DOMESTIC CABLE.

TELEGRAM FULL RATE
DAY LETTER DEFERRED

NIGHT NIGHT
MESSAGE LETTER

NIGHT SHIP

LETTER RADIOGRAM
Par one should cheekcalass of ervice

de smied thras eag wll-r ettedasaull-rate R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON C. WILLE
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Send the folouing message, subject to the tenns on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

copy
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BRIEN MCMAHON

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL AN ANSWER DATE MIAMI FLO

INRE WILLIAM KNABB ETAL STOP MOTION AND DEMURRER FILED

BY DEFENDANT TODAY STOP EXPECT TO ARGUE MOTION AND DEMURRER MONDAY

MARCH TWENTY SECOND STOP LETTER TO YOU, TOMORROW

DAMON G YEREES ASSISTA NT U S ATTORNEY

AW 32780 EXT 188 SUB
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13 N D 51VR AMS "MArESTof0(wIN ANDWOxRTS00VTZ8 1Da*aIat &'

TH STATE O VWORIDA
No. S601

UNITS STA7S OW AMElIQA,
ainttiff,

WILLIAM NAS3, et &I.,
Detendate.

DRVERER

Comes now ?dwrd teat lNi, Jr., tetendant sa"ed
in the certain indietenat retined Into this Rono&b4t Qout

wider Clerk's Case No. 8651, and says that a& indtotsaet is

bad in eabstanoe and temars to the sase, and oaehthe tsirt,

second adt bird oounto th etf separAtely 4& *ovf , at
tor ebsttt Mtte of law to be argue&, aeelga the
tfolowhags

1. The m aenezt in aqh ot #ftnts of tp3nion4ly

holding AMhu* vsth6 Ito' a t1MWit ion of peonge is a eoa4tsion

of law and of tthe pleader only.

2. No faots are averred to evinee to the court or

these defendants

(a What etstte*0 a condition of pam g.
(b) ?h# l4 "by" does not proeedn the yw$A

neew peftas him, the said Arthtar Sitht against his will to

pefto *abor."
(o) Onapelli n him, the said Arthur Smit to

pertain labor is a .onpraea at siatwr, and contains A

ter to ouapt t**.

(4) Opfl0ixc Ihimt*si rbwSiht f~

labor, iopt -0f~Q a att, ita Lst$UCf

nor dow *U-t rni~ svfofl)ia" y R$st#, *4(A
labor454' a2gi).aghf



- ~ * ~r-'z~

s
or directness.

(e) The agerment "to perform labo' and wrk to

and tr William Kabb" is unintelligible, vague, oeSrtatn and
indefinite.

Y

We*, the underelfned attorneys, oertify that in oar

opinion as attorneys at law, that the foregoing demurrer is

well founded in law.

STATE OF flORIDA

COUNTY OF DAL

V. A. DOPS0, and' . .L. ABDERSOR, having t1t been

eworn, sys eaoh for himseltV That he is attorney for thed Aef

endants need in the threpiag indiotaeab; that $*, said dat.

endants are not now in Dutal County, florida, sad that the
foregoing demnrrer is not interposed for delay..

Sworn to sad subsoribed e*
tore me this j4y of
Marsh, 189.

Notary Pubflo, State of Florida,

7 -N

U

WaOM
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#0651

WNITWD STAlS OF AMERICAs

EILZ A133tt a1i

Defendsats.

a 0 a* amasa 04 ~ a Wa a a0

Oosee now Udwerd Stewart Hall, Jr., named as defendant..

in that #ertain iatmont, lately retxmed into this honorable

Court, under loerak'snCaoe So. 661, by whiab this ateS aat

is barged with an offtns* against the United States of

Ameries, and this defendant respeOttally moves the Gou6rt' to

quash md inditment, and acb count thereof tVpon as4h of

the several grounds herein ,nsnz'ated

Said indtzent o so drawn that it doese ot advim4*

this detentant ot the nature of the charge againt hitm.

The averaent "to a ondition of peonage" is vague

and unnortain, and doea not Wner a this defendant what a *on-

tition of peonage is.

Jo fat are se4t at in an Xsaatele torn to 4etit

or svis othte ti etMAnt of wiat a *asditton tof S4 # eA

TLe Xapac 'to a #ostit4eA of peaSage * i

Artbser with 1o )etoe o t* Mt for #f1U* flh sbkW
conttasin, npge oat wioerath sat ades not afe ihtetet t



of the nature of the charge against him.

The word "by" before the words compellingg him, the

said Arthur Smith," Is omitted from eachotnt of the indiatent.

t6w.

The words compellingg him, the said Arthur Smith," dW

not constitute a direct agerment that this defendant did compel

the said Arthur Smith' against his will, and no facts are set

out to show the nature of the alleged oompaltsan on the part

of t his defendant.

"Compelling" Is a Oonclusion of law, and no tact.

are set out to show in what manner, or by what means the det-

Gaant iis alleged to have compelled the sald ArthAr Smit bto

perfor$ labor and work.

was

The averment "to perform labor to" in said indictment

is unintefligible axt oonfuing.

The averant "arrest a certain person, tomwit, Artkur

Smith to a condit ion of peonage" is intelligiblee and oon-

ftsing, end no facts are set forth to advise this defertant

what is meat by the word arrest.

.40n

The indictment does not set forth that a condition of

peonage existed at the time or pUce averred in the indatment

to which condit ion of peonage it is averred t hi defendants

held, arrested or returned said Arthur Smith.

4S-



Said indictment and *aoh count thereof, is so vague

and indefinite as to mislead the defendant, and to prevent the

defendant from preparing his defense to said indictment.
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IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

IN AND FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

FEBRUARY TERM TBEREOF, A. D., 1937

HELD AT TAMPA, PLORIDA.

The grand jurors of the United States of America, duly

impaneled$ sworn and charged to inquire within and for the Southern

District of Florida, upon their oaths present:

That heretofore, to-wit, on the 19th day of October,

A. D. 1936, at, to-wit, Baldwin, in Duval County, Florida, in

the Southern District of Florida and within the jurisdiction

of this Court, EDWARD STFIART HALL, Jr., did unlawfully, wil-

fully, knowingly and feloniously, hold a certain person, to-wit,

Arthur Smith, to a condition of peonage, compelling him, the

said Arthur Smith, against the will of him, tie said Arthur

Smith, to perform labor and work to and for the said WILLIAM

KNhABB alias WILL KNABB in payment of a debt claimed by the said

WILLIMI KNABB alias WILL KNABB to be due the said WILLIA KNABB

alias WILL KNABB from him, the said Arthur Smith.

Contrary to the form of the statute in such case made

and provided and against the peace and dignity of the United

States of America.

SECOND COUNT

And the grand jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths

aforesaid, do further present:

That heretofore, to-wit, on the 19th day of October,

A. D. 1936, at, to-wit, Baldwin in Duval County, Florida, in

the Southern Distriot of Florida and within the jurisdiction

of this Court, EDWARD STEWART BALL, Jr., did unlawfully, wil-

fully, knowingly and feloniously, arrest a certain person,

to-wit, Arthur Smith, to a condition of peonage, compelling

him, the said Arthuir Smith, against the will of him, the said



Arthur Smith, to perform labor and work to and for the said

WILLLIM KNABB alias WILL KNABB in payment of a debt claimed

by the said WILLIAM KNABB alias WILL KNABB to be due the said

WILLIAM KNABB3 alias WILL KNABB from him, the said Arthur Smith.

Contrary to the form of the statute in such case made

and provided and against the peace and dignity of the United

States of America.

THIRD COUNT

And the grand jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths afore-

said, do further present:

That heretofore, to-wit, on the 19th day of October,

A. D. 1936, at, to-wit, Baldwin, in Duval County, Florida, in

the Southern District of Florida and within the jurisdiction of

this Court, EDWYARD STEWART HALL, Jr., did unlawfully, wilfully,

knowingly and feloniously, return a certain person, to-wit, Arthur

Smith, to a condition of peonage, compelling him, the said Arthur

Smith, to perform labor and work to and for the said WILLIAM

KNABB alias WILL KNABB in payment of a debt claimed by the said

WILLLAM KNABB alias WILL KTIMBB to be due the said WILLIAM KNABB

alias WILL KNABB from him, the said Arthur Smith.

Contrary to the form of the statute in such case made

and provided and against the peace and dignity of the United

States of America.

Asst. U. S. Attorney
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IN TiHE U71TED STATES DISTRCTOTC(XRT
IN ASD FOR PIM SUTE DISICT OF

TIE STATS OF FLORIDA

No. 567

UNITS STATES OF AZRICA,
Plaint itt,

vs.

1ILLIAM EA33, e0 al.,

Defendants.

Comes now William Knabb, Earle Knabb, fred Jones and

Edward Stewart Hall, Jr., defendants named in the i ietmost

against the said defendants heretofore rettued into Court,

and filed under Clerk's Case No. 8557, and demur to the in-

diotment so returned against them, and show to the Goart that

said indistent is bad in ambatane, and for substantial matters

of law to be argued, the defendants say:

ala

A cohapiracy to violate laws of the United States is

of, itself, a substantive offense.

K,.

The averment to commit certain offenses against the

"United States of Amerioa," that is to say;

(a) To feloniously hold, arrest and return

persons to a condition of peonage laqka partiewiarity in

statement stffeient to advise these defendants of the nature

of the charge against tiat.

(b) To tiXatfly hold persons to a aniattion of

peonage against the will of sald persons, and to reqvairethem

to perform labor or work, to &A Afor the defendants in payment

of a debt olaime4 by the defendants to be due from te persons

e44 in violation of Section 444, Title 18, United States Gode



'S I
Annotated, is a general charge without specifioation, designation

or other description of the persons whom it 'in averred the
defendants contederated to require "said persons" to perform

labor or work, and the charge to feloniostly arrest persons to
a condition of peonage, lacks the essential elements of elear-

ness as to the persons to be arrested in piarsuane of said
hi.alleged conspiracy.

(c) The names or other designation of the

persons to be arrested "to a condition of peonage" are not set
forth in said Paragraph "C" nor in any other part of the said

indictment so as to advise these defendants of the name or other

dehhgnation of the persons whom it is averred these defendants

conspired to arrest to a condition of peonage.

(4) To feloniously return persons to a con-

dition of peonage laoks the essential elements to advise these

defendants of the names or designation of the persona sought
to be returned to a condition of peonage in said Paragraph ID"

nor in any other part of said indictment so as to advise these
defendants of the name or other designation of the persons

whom it is averred these defendants oonepired to return to a

condition of peonage.

The averment of faot set out in Paragraphs 1,2,3,4

and 5 as 'onstituting "overt aots" comaited in pursuane of

the conspiracy charged against these defendants, and eah of

them, We insufficient in matter of substance and as matters

at law to constitute an aot done by all or either of these

defendants, either an arrest or a holding and regttring the

persons named in said paragraphs tas condition of peonage, or

to constitute a return of any of said persons named in said

paragraphs into a condit ion of peonage.



e4p

It is not averred ttat in the doing at any of the

overt aote described in Paragraphs 4 4,4 an& 5 of sId in-
dietment either:

(a) That a condition of peonage existed to whioh

said persons named therein were arrested, hold or returned

to involuntary service,

(b) There is no averment set oat in Paragraphs 1.,,

3,4 ard 5 of said irditment, that at the time of the ooeurance

of any of said matters set out in said paragraphs, either
of the persons was then actually indebted to William Knabb, or

either of the other defendants, or that either of the defendants

named in said indictment claimed an indebtedness against either

of the sevest) persons named in said paragrphs.

-Sap

Neither of the acts set oat in said Paragraphs 1,B,5,,

4 and 5 of said indiotmer show or tend to show that a Oon

dition of peonage existed at the places and times mentioned
in said indistwt, or either of them.

Attorneys for Defendants.

We, the undersigned attorneys, certify that in o9r

opinion, as attorneys at law, that the foregoing desukrrer

is well founded in law.



If

Notary Publi, State of Florida.

Ask

STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF DUVAL

W. A, LOPSON, at w. 1. A3DERSOI, having first ben
sworn anys each tgr imesf lat h; to attorney for the dat;
endanh named in t e foregoMinA mAteent; that he said del-

a ntre not* ow Vi iJg al oe r d & ay, at n that the tore-

Sworn to an! subscribed
before me this day
of March, 1937.

k"Awaft



IN u2r UNITED STATES DISTRIC?
COURT 1 1AD FOR THE SOUTHEERS
DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA

$5657

UNITED STATES OF AMrRICA,

f1a int it t,

Vs

ILLIAM MA33, et al.,

Defendate.

90=0-N 1 QTU&SH

Come now William Kaabb, Earl Xhabb, Fred Jones aA

Edward Stewart Eall, Jr,, named as defendants in that certain

inditamnt lately returned into this Honorable Court, uper

ClerZ's Case No. 5667, by which these defeatants are charged

with a conspiracy to commit offnses against the United Stateas

of Amepen, and these detendants wespeottally move the Court-

to a qu4 said nta1adIt t amehon jaab tthe several poAnds beniu

enumeratests

The felony consisting of an alleged conspiracytharge4

against these defendants by, said indictment is, of t1 nX4 a

substantive offense, ant by ea$4 tndittent under Sib-psraps

(a), (b), (o), arid 4) thea defendants are shared with telon-

itusly conspiring to hold, attet aUd return "Persons to a *on-

ditton of page in violation of Section 444, t fe 1*. Waited

States Oode Anmotated to MA "persons" to a condition peSAg;

0 f*,set personas to a 60atition of peOaag; to return '"roens"

to a esaditin of peoeage lad to reqgiire said peroat to peftorn

labor or work is paeymst of debts claimed by the defea4wts rom



the persons so arrested, held or returned to a condition of

peonage, and the conspiracy charged against these defendante

is alleged to be continuous from the let day of January, 19386,

ap-to the date'of the filing of the indictment, and these def-

endarts point out to the Court that the persons whom these

defendants are charged with arresting, holding at returning
to a condit ion of peonage in Paragraphs 1,2,3,4 and 5 of said

indictment, are not the only persons who, under said indictment,
the Government at trial could produce an witnesses of other
and further overt aets proveable under said indictment.

These defendants are not ard cannot be informed of
the nature and obaracter of the offense charged against them
by said indictment,

-3.-

A conviction or acquittal of the defendtats upon trial
of said indictment would not protect these defendants against
another indictment barging these defendants with a conspiracy

to arrest, return or hold persons other than those named in

Paragraphs 1,boa4 and Do
.4.

The general, broad charge contained in said indictment

of a conspiracy, having for it's purpose to hold, arrest

and return "persons" to a condition of peonage without naming

the persons so intended to be held, arrested and returned,

makes it uncertain what persons these defendants are charged

with conspiring to hold, arrest and return to a condition of

peonage, and said indictment is so drawn that it does $bt
inform or advise these defendants of the nature ofthe charge

against them.



t U

The averments of holding, arrest ing and returning
persons to a condition of peonage are so unoettain, and vague

that these defendants are not advised of the nature of the

charge against them.

The averment of holding, arresting or returning-
"persons" to a condit ion of peonage constitutes a sonolasion

of law, and no sufficient facts are set oat in the indictment

to inform these defendants of what constitutes a condition
of peonage.

The averments in each Sab-paragraphs (a), (b), (o)

and (d) "to require them to perform laborer work to and for

the defendants in payment for debts" is unintelligible sat
renders the charge in said indict meant so anertain as not to

inform the defendants of the nature of the share against them.

The averments in Sab-paragraphs ta), (b), (o) and (d)

"in payment for debts claimed by the defendants to 4e du from
the persons held," is so vage and indefinite in that it does
not set forth, with certainty, to or which of the defendants

claimed a debt against the persons alleged to have been arrested,

held or returned to a oondition of peonage.

Awe.*'

It it not averred to whom "debts" claimed by the

defendants to be due from the persons held means debts due to
all of the defendants 4ointly, or to arVone of the tetggats

The alleged overt sots set out in Paragraphs 3,4 and

0 of said ihdiotment do not support the general averment in

said indiotiment that "to efteot and aocomplish the object of

said indictment, and with the intent and for the purpose of

*4m



effectingand sooomplishing the object thereof,said defendants
did do and commit the following overt aots,"'*set out in
Paragraphs 1,2,8,4 and 5 of said indictment.

-10.

The several acts set out in said Paragraphs 1 to 5,
inalusigse, 40 not constitute an arrest, a holding or returning

to a condition of peonage.

* -11*

* The forcing of RI. T. Boyd to take money which tad
been delivered to Earl Kmbb by R. T. sBoyd in the payment of
a debt due from Alfred Smith to William Znabb, does not support
the allegation in the indiotment of a conspiracy to hold,
or return either the said Boyd or the said Alfred Smith to

a condition of peonage.

The alleged forcing of Boyd and Simpson tb drive a

trufk ontaining personal effects of Alfred Smith to a house
occupied by Edward Baker to bu unloaded at Baker's hote, does

support the indictment of arresting,holding or returning to a

state or condition of peoage.

-13.

The alleged toning of Edward Baker to assist in
unloading the personal effects of Alfred Smith at Zalsr's

house, does not support the charge of conspiracy by the det-
endants to arrest, hold or return any person to a state or

condition of peonage

-14*

The allegation tist Edward Stewart all, Jr., * pursned
Alfred Smith and attempted to cateh him," does not support thi
indictment for a conspiracy to arrest, hold ortrter Altr#4

Smith to a condition of peonage.



The averment that Zdward Stewart all, Jr., forced

Arthur Smith to get into an automobile, and go to KoOlenney,

Florida, does not support the alleged conspiracy to hold,

arrest or return Arthur Smith to a condition of peonage.
al6*

Done of the actsof any of the defendants set forth
as overt acts in Para&aphs 1,2,3,4 at 6 of said indictment

support the indictment of a conspiracy to arrest, hold or
return the persons named in said Paragraphs to a condition of

peonage.

The word forceda used in eob of the Paragraphs I

to 6, inclasive, is a conclusion and no tacts are set forth

(a) To show that each of the persons named in
said paragraphs did not voluntarily do or perform or agree to the

sowoalled overt acte set out In said Paragrapis 1 to 6, inalusive.

(b) It is not averred that the said persons did

the acts charged in either of said Paragraphs against the will

or consent of said persons.

-18 -

Said indictment is so drawnt hat these defendants

will be tAable to prepare their defenses to said indictment

in advance of trial.

Attorneys for the Defendants

1 'A ,



M Is MSanz cOn$ OF ssUWEx STAhS OF AnaeA

IN AND FOR TaS01 VRRS DIS 1 OP flORIDA

"MBUARY R 230RSO, A. D,, 1987

SSW AT RTA, flORIDA,

The p m Atjumrs of the tted tte at

Ame a#dly tpa e o and ohaewed to lajtooe
within an fo 1'the outhen fDistit of Flor*awp

the oathe pnnts

That a tou*wt the lt da of Jeasy#

A, D, 199, the nal and exat date of whIch is to

the neiajury and the rand Jtwrs nkhousad

frem whieh fte at eata sy at al teAs thenew

after up to ad inatliun the tiing of thUilatte

aent at eat sear Zaees, askaw Count 0 Plorida,
fa4wma, wrfl a Wcounty* foa, t the 8ea.h..

District of floria an dithia t stones of

this Court, ad at dive other paes to sai ftt*w

twist to this e jad t and these gra jwon n
nowz, wZLLAE 4sa asesr. xas wtose frJt

"t ad tt sae ois to thi A $wyanA thn

jntwMewsMnPMJOnaO as
MAsD SSMhARALUM# 4** 4An*~tnasydataty#

feWrad * *SP ogetheMAt with 41v4"s ot

par h ssesare to as pamd e ass
to0e"Astsemta offers aatVAIs Ases /* e
of Anotes, that ito oara



(a) Te witl, nlawtaW, knowialy# m

feleutonfly, hold, rest, and retura, persons to a aadi

tion of peasage, thi violation of Seetton 444, tl3e 1.8,
Uaste4 atate. cods notts

()e it y awtafllyaa

ffltoausly, 1i24 persons to a4*OOA #O Of peMnAp At

the wll of said pesA and to reqai then to vwtor

labor or wrk to ad for the oftanta As ment for

debts eaa4 by the detendents to be te ra the person

held, o violaten of to 444, itte 1$, Untted State

co, Anaotatat

(e) To wittaW, untAftlly, knowtaglWa=

taloueufl,rs inst person toa conotiOz of V0nage,

in violation of setion 444, Title 3 Watted States Code

Antate.

(4) To wlfafly, alawfllywf ,knogly, ad

telooay", atuftn perawsn to a condition of PeOnage

in violate aot Seetion 444, Title 18 aitod States Gote

Anntates.

And the va $jw l ateaid, spon their oaths

atoresade to ttrthe allege, S* ftat ad presents

tn, ad aemnt, bewsthe add dtt nt ota

diven other oAab oa are as afotesai, to t he

pamdS $er aknonwa se"li t hytbhougoutabSXtta

the ten, threat after, #*t.tt, the ll4 day of Jt*AY

A. P., 1390 ad at al tias t0he eM a eateetioe

eat nt Se, sat p teaaly at the tin sat time of

the estea stesmtien of ea0h nd al of the oveit

eat nthis latent set foth, upto eat inlw a tke
tines of the tiliag of this latletLi .tAtes.esat

poesses of ezstla.

aso



Agat the peace and Apity of the Waited

States a Ameisa and contrary to the tonm oft he statute

ot tho 0 nIted States of Ameria in ash ease mate4sad

proriMe

And the gre f Jnastoneatd, upon t$eir oaths

atcresald, do father allee oharge, tiM *ad presents

That in peuwne of said eoptrae, ooambina

tion, eamfedetion, and speeans, hereibn IntiinaeIt-

ment set forth, ad to ettest and acsaVplsh the object

thereof, and with the intent and for the purple o oftfot

Ih and a oopsimag the object thoeot the s$4 deftndmaba

id do and *omit the foflo g overt ets tovwItt

1 * at a, to-t*, th X a th"ay astOtOer.,

A, D., 1988, at, tsta in faker Caty, florida,

in the Southera Distrit of Florida and within the jwrdest.

tiea of this Court, V&TIAmnW 0 le w xU, twee

R, ?, e tto tae maoey which had been defeledot*oA

fAM by A*W.e t a ment o a debt due fo Attred

atth to HELEA M WWaa** WXAVs

*. # ht a t*wtt* the 14t da 0etGOtobs

A, D*, ls*6 at, **wit, Maee *a in DaW Cunty, fanitA,

fn the eoa tDitrite at flrd. and within the jreit*

%tmat this Cwopt, EUZAJA( aW tas WIZZEM #SARL KW

=e rpm eZas tow T#a. .seadOm lUea stpo to drie
to a trck on wtea sth pes sffeets ofAtnase sta hat

been ledd to thuse senpteA by S 3ak so that It Bakes

o fatse teaM be alt eS at 2d ak a ghos

N Tat a, 4 iot, ot 14h rday of Onebsr#
A. .,M 1e, at, wit, Vesaq, is e coatrr

4a-



in th southern DiStriot of Florda eat within the SwAtw

4ittio of* this ewt, WZTM HAlias W=s A

tavmtt elr to ssst 1U uaths of the personal

*ftets of Alfred $*tto at t hehous of the sold Rs Baker;

4, That a, t*witt 1*X9h day of Ootober,
A* .,D o *3 eato tt, afl Inoa, iaoUral coIety, Fria,

in sthe sothomn Ditriot of Flora ad vitA th* JwU-

diction ofthWs cout #WAs SMARTeHA$ Jr.,o

Alfred Salth and attempted to estah hSA
5o That on, toawit, the 19th day of 0qtob*,

A. * 1s 0atIt Ia34Sain Dra1a comt soF3,
In the Seathoan Diatries -fof MAvaanwd witbg e dte*os

Mlatienof this Court XAS* Ast W ARY R K ftomd

Arthur amith to get 4lateo automobile Sgo to Moseleasy,

Contrary to the fmo of the statUe to such

easie ate a rowtet and against p ,thep and 4gaty

of the United states of AnteeS

04
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zs ze uuTn SwS DISTRIOW lOUX
IZ AiD ]ORI ME $03t5M DISTRICT? OF

TEX STATE OF 75O DA

10. 8658

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Plaintiff',

WZLIAM XRABB, et al.,

leetants.

Comes now Wiflisa Knabb, Earle K. Knabb and fted Jones

named as defendants in that derta intietaswt ektset agnst

themunder 02e rk's Case No. 5605, and say that said Inditaet

ageinet them is tneuffoent in attera of law to be p44

unto, and dewr to eaoh and every, the let, 2nd, sMf, 4*Wth,

6th, 7th, $th' art 9th couts ofrid - tndn tnpoAtse atWfey au&

asel ly, and for substntia4 atttfle IL4*4 %o is 0 , -

assit the following as t ash *1~ i 6tb:

#Rolding to a condit ten of p*onage"ts a tonotnaton 4t law

*-

gospeingk $e pe;sd 4o pwton labet agaSet hit

V4 Ins a c00o414o of the ir,04, and no $asta are s1
ft 4 t 4ow the hsane or in Wy whth *aid pez'#o *as

the w"our0a4; t1e a t to pere tak Zb*to isanot

set forth in a isisa

)he avere* 'to pto la Tb s to s nitaflifa.

out oinali allil-hl swN W



The averment "arrest to a condit ion of peonage" is

unintelligible, and no tacts are set forth:

(a) To show the purpose of the alleged arrest.

(b) The leagsge of the statute is insaftfelent to

advise the defendants of the nature of the charge against them.

*6-

The defendants eae not advised of the natue and

character of the offense with which they are charged.

Attorneys for the Detesants

We, the andersifked attorneys, certify that in our
opinion as attorneys at law, that the foreping Aesurnr is
well founded in law.

STATS 0F )OR Ik
COUNY 07 DUYVAL

N. A. DQP0ONand 2.t1.. ANOZRQN 41kvisgfin ez
0, 3k It *rr f

SWweA to at flhbrbeta
before as tht', day
of lr*, 39fl.

wom

of-

N i

woomm"WO&

W4000ow



S S
115 THE IMMSTA*8TS 8 DITRIT

000R IN AWD J0R TE RSOUZM
DIStRICT or Hr stATE OF FORIDA

UNIm SAnS Or RICA,
flaintif4

wwz n Ms, et, al.,

De fendanta.

MOlOAt To AAM

Come now William abb, arl tab ad fred Aones, ea

move the Court to uash the indictment returned against them

aotr Clert'sCase .No, 060, and *ae and *eveq the aqvr aL

sounds thereof., separately, upon the following several gronds,

toe-wit:a

-

Said indiotsent is so drawn as not to advise thes#

defendants, or either of them of the nature of the oftetse

obarged against them.

TOe avermentP14& e *dit ion of peonag i"s taga, ad

anoertain, an does not inform these defendants wbat a ondtt ion

of Poenage Is.

No taots are set out in an ,lavale tor to &qthe

or advise these defendats of what a condition tOf peeaer menSS

b. lsatatg, "to a entates t, *prfof oe'ebo-

t he per 4 Maed in esad ifite to ,pergea labort at

for W 1 Ua ie40s a tt, ng e a esn404&
the defend"*at 6#teanathhe o&hvaIs Wl arLMagait 4t&,&i



AO3
1% 11

The word "by" before the words "compelling them, the

several persons named In said indictment," is omitted from

oeah count of the indictment.

*6-

The words compellingg them, the several persons named

in said indictment, it do not constitute a direct averment

that these defendants compelled the said persons against their

will, and no faets are set out to show the nature of the

alleged compulsion on the part of these defendants.

"Compelling" is a conclusion of law, and no faote

are set out to show in what manner or bywhat means these

defendants are alleged to have compelled the said persons

named in said indictment to perform labor and works.

The aggement "to perform labo* to" in said indioixent

is untatelligIble and conftasing.

The averment "arrest a persaY4tp a condition of peonage"

is quinteligible an oontasing, and no facts are set forth to

adyise tM defendants what is meant by the word arrest.

4010*0

The indictment does not set forth that a condition of

peonage existed at the time or place averred in the indietaent

to whi h condition of peonage it is averred these defen~.nte

held, arrested or returned said persons named in said indictment.

Said Indiatment and eaoh count thereof, is so vague,

and Indefinite as to mislead these defendants, Md to prevent

these defendants from preparing their defense to said indiotent.

Attorney for the Defendants.
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111T"M DISTRICT OOT1 OF THEl? WI ?S STATES OF AMlRhA

11 AND POR THE SO R DISTRICT OP FLORIDA

PEBRUARY TRM ROP, A. D., 1937

RESAT TAMPA, FLORIDA

The grand jurors of the United States of

America, duly impaneled, sworn and charged to

inquire within and for the Southern District of

Florida, upon their oathe present

That heretofore, toowit* on the 14th day

of october, A. D., l936, at, to-vit, aotenny,

in Baker County, Florida, in the Southern Distriet

of Florida and within the Jurislhetion of this

Courts, WLLIAIS alias WLL KxAZ, tne efirt

real and tr nAme is to this grand jury and these

sftena urorsanknown, RAr,1, ES, entFM DTOx#

did unlawdfwy, wilfUlly, knowtagly, and feleiously,

hold a certain person, wit, Artist Smith, Seoa

oemIton of paeSsa ompens hwbl the said

Arthur Sadt, .at tnA wil of Ms, the said

Arth Smthto er-tm 14v n4work tosad

for hbas the "4 WILLIAM AS ait. WIL XNAI,

in payment of a debt eby Ataw the nat
Wransswen3 xs I WILE m ansto b e bW, the

sawrt a s aias s im, t

Oontry to the toam of the statat. In such

"gasemateadPredve an agaantth ea" enad

isaty of the atet states ofr tersea



UC

And the vraad Juors atorewas4 upon theIr

eaths aforeseI40 do tthEr presents

That heetofore, to*It, on the 14th day

oO .tobe$A, A. 4D, a15, at, tat, oanny,

In Boker Conty# florld&, in 'the Southern JDistriot

of Florida and within the juriadletton of this

coat WLAMIXf ARl aLus L MASS, whos

first nral and true imeis to tU rand Jury ad

these grand arasunknesse EARL BI *tNABU, and

FREDONS 414 waawfulA, wlfully, knowingly,

and tlonanlz, hc4d a rtsatA person,. towwit,

Alfred Smith, to a condition of psageon

pelling Mao the said Alfred Sti* against the

will of him, the said Alfred adth to perfam

Labormad work to adfor him ta he said ILLIAM

NUMes41se WILL se spemet or a set

eaines. bysW sla#dl.ans aMMss as

con to the form of the stateto In

each ese we"satposetted ad against the

pdatulty of the United States of Ame ,



And the grand jurors ef9naid, upon

their oaths afonn"id, do further preseat:

That heretoftor, to-wit, on the 14th day

at Oetobar, A. D, 1936, at, to-wt, Matetona

in kSabr Gaooty, l in the Soue Distit

of Feride and vithin the ju dalon of this

court, WILM A WSUximWILL Klitas hoes

first real and trenam Is to ths gand Jury

and theeant Jean MW*unknow,a RMxsMeRs,

and PRED JO S, did salwll, 2ulafly, know

ingly, and feteoat, hold a ertatn

to-wit, Sard akers to a sonditton of peonge,

ompt Ing Mdme the sit ward Bakes a gainst

the will of himw the eaStWat Baker, to wcetr

fon labor end work to eand for hS the nt

WInAM KUAMBaltea WM- KNASB* In payamtofat

debt e~atadby hMa# ta asit WCEXR HAB alis

' HI EILLMA114 to b be e hathe satA ITAWEA

atu"eWILT#SWABm#toweUhi10 theatt%anwod Baker.

%r the tot of the statUt in auh

case, ad pr*vtet and against thereaeand

of the atoed State of Amelan*



And the grand jurors aforesaid, upon

their oaths aforesaid, do further present:

That heretofore, to*wito on the 14th

day of Go0br, A# D., 1936# at# toewit, 1Xae*

al my, in Baker Conty* Florida, in the

Southern District of Florid. and within the

JUwdiation of this GO-to WIL KNABB

.na WILLD NAs, whose first real and true

nam is to this grand Jury and these grand

JuworUnknoSn . KWABB, nd RED JOUM ES,

did igal3awValy, wtaully, knowagly, and ftel

eateufly arrest aeatipeestowt

ArthatSith to a tioeaditn of peonage* cam*

polling hi, the saidA a Smith, against

the will of his, the said Arthur Smtth, to

pefor abor and work to andfor hMa, the

e*a W=IAN AM 4** IT= MUBM.1in py

neet of sa dob* eleaet by htaU the eas

WULI AM a**WU# XABM4to be due htz*

htm, theSaby Arthu Sasthai

Contrary to the ton of the statute in

***h 0*** a nd #aV4patded and against the

p a digity of the Watod states of America.



And the grand juresaforead upon thefr

oaths aforeaid, do further prentt

That heretofore, to*werit# on the 1th

day of etober, A. D., 1936, at, to*vtt, Wase

41enny, in Baker County, Florida, in the Southern

District of Florida and within the Juriadition

of this Court, WILLIAM ENABBalias WILLX IA1

whose first real and true name Is to this gread

jury and these grand jurors knownw, ZARL E.

TSABB, and FR1) JOXte did unlawful27, wilfully,

knowingly, and feloliotasl4, arrest wa ow tain

person& towit, Alfred Smth, to a condition

of peonage- eagelling hia, the said Alfred

Smith, agaiznt the will of man the sa4

Alfred Stth, to perton labor and wrt eto ad

for him, the aid WZLTZARX5 ABB aliases WEL S

in pament of a debt at by hti, theao #ad#

IIAfM rAun atta'Um& ENAu8,to 1be duo him

the aid" IIAM U A s W* d KABS, teas

bus, the seolAttred amithb

Contra t the ton of the batute in

ahes as d 4 fndpr ed and against the

peaceand digaty of Ut h Uiew ttso

VJ.u



UON

And the grand jurors aforesal4, upon

their oath aforesaid, do further presentsr

That heretoforn, tonwitg on the 14th

day of Gotober, A0 IX, 1936, at, to-wit, Hat..

elemy, in Baker County, 16rida, in the

Southern District of Florida and within the

Jnriacletion of this Court, WTLLIAM ZNABB

alias WI u , awhosnwrst real and true

name is to this grand Jury and these grand

Jroa wanown, EARL E. sABS, and YR1D

JONes, dd nlawlly, xwilAly, n ingly,

and feleniowely, arrest a ro ain person,

to-idt* Xi&4 Saker, to a condition of

ponage, felling him, the said edward

Baker, agalat the will of him, the said

Steal~dBaker, to perfora labor and work to

and for him, the sad WILLZAM KEABB alis

Wtl=K EARM, in paymt of a dtt claimed by

his, the said ILLIA flAS= alias WILLS KNAB,

to be due ab, the etso WILLIA ABalitas

wasM naW w f a hss, sh an sagverwSsaker.

Coteery to 'the ~fesof ttes ~tabk

ft sach ase*mate nd pVitdat ndagaons*

the ** ad diSntay of the Use4 states

fA e
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SEWE g 0OVE

And the grand jurors aforsd upon

their oaths aforeaid, do further resent;

That heretofore, to-wit, on the 14th

day of Otober, A. D., 1936, at, toawit, Mae-

elenny, in Baker County, r lorida, in the

Southern District of Florida and within the

jurisdiction of this Court, WTZAIs Bs

aliass ILL KfABS, whose first real and true

name is to this grand jury and these grand

JUrors maown, xARLR . XNABB, and mnM)
JONES, did unlawfully, wilfully, knowingly,

and feloniotmly, return a certain person

towseArthar Smith, to a condition of

peonage, ompefling him, the said Arthfl

Smith, against the will of him, the said

Artbnr smith, to perform labor and work to

*nd tet hin, the said usIA uesttaa

WII& KAZ, in payment ot a tadebt lame

by blah the said WITTA MKAB alias WILL

AB, to be &ue hta the said WILIA

ABB s WI=h XAS1U fn him the satA

Ar thur Smith,

contrary to the tor of the tatute

ta such ase made and proiednagaint

the peac and dtandty of the nted Staten

or esa



And the grand Juroe aforesaid, apon

their oaths aforesaid do further parents

That hifrotore, to-wit, on the 14th

day of Otober, A. )D,, 19586, at, tow-wit O.'*

doenny, in Baker County, Florida, in the

Southern Distriot of Florida and within the

jurisdiction of this Court, WILLIAM KNAB

alias WIL KNAB, those first real and true

name is to this grand jury and these grand

jurors unknoal EABL E. $ABB, and ?R&D JONES,

did unlawfully, wilfully, knowingly, and

feloniously, return a certain person, to-wit,

Alfred Smith, to a condition of peAages

compelling his, the said Alfod Smith, against

the ill of his, the said Alfred Smith, to

perform labor and *ork to and for hie the

s"ad wIM KNAMS alia WILL A p

=ent of a debt oeasiaseby hsa, the said

WITIAX Salia WILL KNABB, to be due

him, the said WIM ASU alias WILL KNABS,

from ht3, the saidAlfed Smth.

Contrary to the fton of the statute

in ,ch ease mude and provided ard agatnet

the peace end dignity of the United States



200.11

And the grand Jurews aforesaid, apon

their oaths afbresaid, do further presents

That heretofore, to-wit, on the 14th

day of October, A. BO 19,3, at, toewit, mao-

elenny, in Baker Couty, Florida, in the

Southern District of Florida and within the

Juriadiotion of this Court, WILLIAM KNABB

alias WILL WMABB, hose first real and true

name is to this grand jury d thee grand

jurors mknewn, EARL 1 x"A=, and rsanJones
d i unlawfully, wifull7y, knowingly, and fel-

oniously, return a eartatn person, towIt,

Edward Baker, to condition of Peona$**

oompeling him, the said Edward Baker* against

the wilof hasthe sad shaet  ,to

pett labor and work to and for hts the sat4

WILLIAM RUMaltas WXEL NABB, in payment of

a debt claimed by his, the said RIM KRB3

alia WILL xAS to be ds his, the aid

WILLIAM flAS asses WILL KA, frehim,

the said StwerdBake

Cnttery to the form of the statute

in eh tes made and provided and agast

the paete and dignity of the United States

of tMrint.

aI lss m a

t~t 1c 4~!;;~:I * ~ -~: ;&St id 4 r~ t*flA<Kz4t z U&,
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WORKERS' DEFENSE LEAGUE J

ARON S. GILMARTIN
Executive Secretary

Representatives of S. T.I
HOWARD KESTER
WILLIAM R. AMBERSON
W. E. SMITH
WILEY HARRIS
S. L. GOLLEHON
H. L. MITCHELL

F. U.

1I2 EAST 19th STREET
NEW YORK CITY

I LGONQUIN 4-0346

URMNL v DIVISIoN Ji uary

JAN 2 71937

oon. Homer C s
Attorney-General of to
Department of Justice
Washington, D.C.,

Dear Mr. Cummings:-

21st, s9

i A% 2 C 191

\CTIE
Some time ago we wrote you about conditions of

"peonage" in and near Macclenny, Florida. Our official
report of such conditions was presented to the recent
Convention of the American Federation of Labor.

At that time United States Commissioner Carl Noble
was holding a preliminary hearing on charges against Will
and Earl Knabb, Fred Jones, and E. S. Hall. We should like
to know his decision on these cases, and what further action,
if any, the Department of Justice plans to take in this matter.
We feel that whether or not the charges against these four
men are sustained or notes that the findings of our investiga-
gation are of such nature as to warrant a full and complete
investigation by your Department. We strongly urge that such
action be taken.

Very truly yours,

Aron S. Gilmartin,
Executive Sectetary,

asg/fth
bs&au
12646

THE WORKERS' DEFENSE LEAGUE IS THE ONLY ORGANIZATION AUTHORIZED TO SOLICIT

aO s6s SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS' UNION DEFENSE FUND
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE

t .

1 wwsaaw"A W%40MU96 1



Dept. Form 25 B.

JMN 't 1937
artm-t of -nDitri

------ I J" M ---- District of

RECEIVEDaI
--- --- --- --- -- -- -

A
/

The ATTORNEY GENERAL, (Plae and date.)

Washington, D. C.
Sm: Authority to incur the following-described expense is hereby respectfully requested:
Nature of expense: (Describe' fully, explaining the necessity-if for personal services giving proposed

rate of pay, probable duration of employment, etc.)
To? to CeUma, ShtAdtt 3SmW County, Fla9 - Fr a Senbest ot JoM on
Jani. 8 1987 asatee
Adrets, 8400#Robesftaf, Co Cmitment$1400# ReOUSeO (Jane 11* 1937) 80p*

TO ft MW"M** ** * * * *- * 5*'s3.75
Mleag& 18 a 3z per Mi, (18U4I, N of Busbnell) - * * O t * -* ** * 6.75
Be"sdays*16stpW ear-- m - --mw--- -----40---- 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 a.e90

R0MM-Ko heooenmet defant g fr-y ariff W*W. Coleman* DHahall*
FIas for violatou of Seation 37 jea ede imidating a witns In iase pezda/
ing before W S Distriet Cowt) an

morIEfqo(T 3J1 {d honinfo od Hiw asiqo not

m avo 9Iq mniijo 0 or 3?(T9Cjre oAodjTo* jo cn J1 bluend8

(a) Personal compensation- $ .___-- ---- da_

(Name.)
0, O t er iems ----------------- -Now

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Approved: -l~ Poewrary 2,p

You are authorized to incur the above expense.

The United States Marshal for the District of
is hereby directed to make payment unde rve authorization upon the
duplicate properly prepared. Payment to be made from the appropriation
*Salaiesoe s and IkpWes of Narehala, I.S. CoWts, 1957.

pre 1JUtU of accounts in

For the Attorney Gen :

7-990)

Assistant Attorney General.

I I
I A R E

It.
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Coleman, 4oridWEC I i1W36
% ~Decembe 28,91936

RECEIVED

Hon. Homer Cummings
Attorney General Re: U. S. vs. Knabb, et al.
Wqshington, D. C.

Dear Attorney General Cummings:- FU
I \14-TMKNENT OF JUS8T

Enclosed you will find copies of ette s writ'edit .'

to U. 8. Senator Claude Pepper and C. 0. dre1 s. &li 1eSRECU,
Congressman Lex Green.

The reason this letter has been written is because
I have been reliably informed by parties close to some of
the defendants in the above case that the hopes of said de-
fendants in this matter were through political pressure; that
the matter has been taken up or will be taken up immediately
through the officers named in behalf of said defendant to try
to smear the matter in this case over as prejudice between tur-
pentine operators which is unwarranted, as neither myself or
mybrother who was insulted at the point of pistols, own a
turpentine still nor do I have any personal grievances against
any of the defendants whatever.

In addition to political pressure, which more than
likely will be brought by the defendant, Knabb, they having
plenty of money and influence in their locality; there are
steps being taken at this time, as I have reported to the De-
partment of Justice, in contacting the government witnesses
to buy them off and if not successful, I feel sure there will
be intimidation.

I have given the Department of Justice in Jacksonville
full details of the actions which are being taken at this time
in the contacting of said witnesses, which has already been
done.

The importance of this case means a lot to the labor
situation here in Florida. The eyes of the turpentine operators
are turned on the outcome of this case. If the defendant are
brought to Justice, the situation will be cleared up. If the
United States does nothing, then Mr. Knabb will be bigger than
the Federal Government, For that reason, together with the
fact 'that Mr. Knabb has money, I wouldappreciate that the
merits of this case be gone into fully and that if Mr. Knabb
and the defendants are innocent that they be turned loose, but
if they are guilty, which I am sure they are as they are plenty
of eye witnesses willing and ready to testify in this particular
case besides others that are willing to testify,in other cases,
whereby Knabb has been sought to be brought to jhastice and never
could be done, let them pay the price of confinement as any oth-
er poor devil would should he have done the same actions as these
defendants.



Hon. Homer Cummings
December 28, 1936
Page #2.

The Preacher incident in Arkansas is a slight case
and a minor incident compared with the uphanded methods
that have been carried on by Mr. Knabb in the operation of
his various turpentine enterprizes. I noticed your comment
in the paper on the conviction of Mr. Preacher and you and
your department will also gain recognition in these actions
If this matter is carried fully to proper justice.

Please accept my apology for writing this lengthy
letter, but I would like for you to investigate this matter
and see that none of the witnesses are bought over, intimi-
dated or that political pressure is brought in in any way,
shape or form in this matter, if so that you will be in a position
to combat same.

Thanking you in the above, I am

Sincerely ye

WO G. Boyd,

copy to:
J. E. Hoover
Washington, D. 0.
Department of Justice
Jacksonville, Florida

Enclosures 3.



December 2819i56

Ron. J. Edgar Hoover
Depsrtannt of Justioe
Washington, D. G.

Re: United States vs.
Dear Mr. Roever b1

EnlOme4 ypu will find epeo of letters writ*
tan to attorney grsal a aOlae cap of letters
written to Sa*ton Claude 'r,Qppe. # * Awareasote

sresswn Lex Green, rereesentatives of this tState r4lative
to the above matter,

These letters have been written because as yAu
will notioe political pressure Is now being sought to SA*
terfere in the above a#, Suoh has been theAntssa
received by the writer from close authorities of the do*
fenafnba. Also because various actions are being taf*

to contact the government witnesses hare in an by
men tho wetkware closetoeMv. Eabbandthe defendants
and we feel sure that unless we give youand your Regartmet
this information that the defendant aggt not be wIt e
give te information that they havewh tnhe proer $4e

a. It ts very easy whn ers*a" offered agag or
either intimidated to forget t they know,

Thts case mos0 a rt 4del here in the State at
F tda, ax to the 2lbor si tioa sad the eute of
ose s be aate by twoi0etisns oA fate,
te rsOlWve n s e o ase's 4 -a

as at i$b oe*=0 a UO aalxa

to4ethab t stist'o h a
the Preseter sater owsIn Al"Ww4

I s*ve yVonWaseUW*romt4tn4toardeto lot
know that0posthlyipolitalne ght be t to
bear on SAR

With personal regards and best wishes, I

staseir yekas

^4ftod"** Boytu

9 4.1

of paae

shadrt3es
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Do"Deasaber SBNM"140

jan4tan tAen

tiv"at he P*A* AQIn te &ftof floeIiatet aes MttotetedI ethelabor tth t
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* CdVINAL I vsIQoM
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

DGY:RM UNITED STATES ATTORNEY DEC
J-1635-J. SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

3 acksonville, December k7si, E V

The Attorney General,
Washington, D. C.

In re: United States v. William Knabb, Earl
E. Knabb, Fred Jones, and Edward Ste-
wart Hall, Jre, involving peonage.

Your symbols: BM 50-18-12

Sir :

In reply to your letter of December 11th, the writer
is handling the above case and will state definitely that
this case will be presented to a grand jury for indictment
the early part of February. The grand jury is to be held
at Tampa, Florida, the exact date in February has not yet
been set by the judges.

The writer would very much appreciate the Department
forwarding memorandums and forms of indictments under the
peonage statute.

RespectSl17,

HERBERT S. PHILLIPS,
United States Attorney.

Damon G. Yerke ,
Assistant United Sta e Attorney

i-I

11 -

I I
* 2~-~- ______________________________
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VICE*PRESIDENTS TELEPHONE: ILGOQU
NANNIE H. BURROUGHS
HON ARTHUR CAPPER Official Organ: Th
BISHOP JOHN A. GREGGOfcil rg:Th
REV. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES
JAMES WELDON JOHNSON tnam
REV. A. CLAYTON POWELL CRIMINALIVISIOiIr
ARTHUR B. SPINGARN ~ .I~Q~~OSWALD GARRISON VILLARD

TREASURER G
MARY WHITE OVINGTON t". ()A0lf-0

0JEG C 1

IN 4 3551

e Crisis

Ul gm 0J OJJ 1

BOARD OF DIRBLCEIVEDI

er 8, 1936

EXECUTIVE OFFICERStNAflONAL OFFICERS

PRESIDENT
J. E. SPINGARN

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
DR. Louis T. WRIGHT

Atlanta A. T. Walden --,I
Baltimore Carl Murphy My dear Mr. Attorney General:
Cambridge, Mass. Prof. Manley 0. Hudson
Charleston, W.Va. T. G. Nutter
Chicago ClarenceDarrow Will yOu perit me, on behalf of the National

Rev. Joseph W. Nicholson
Cleveland Hon.HarryE.Davis Association for the Advancement of Colored People, to

L. Pearl Mitchell
Denver I&ULLghtner express the hope and to urge that your Department
Detroit Hon. Ira W. Jayne

Don. FrankMhy determinedly and vigorously investigate and proceed
Empora, Kas. William Allen White against those persons responsible for holding a con-
Newark, N. J. Grace B. Fenderson
New York Lillian A. Alexander siderable number of Negroes in peonage at Macclenny,

Rev. Hutchens C. Bishop
Marion Cuthbert Florida.Hubert T. Delany
Rachel Davis Du Bois
Lewis S. Gannett
Rev. John Haynes Holmes We are in possession of thporeport of an
Dr. William Lloyd Imes
JamesoJohnso investigation made by several individuals, one of them
Col. Arthur W. Little
James Marshall Dr. C. F. Duncan, President of our Tacksonville, Florida,
Mar White Ovington

rhur B. Spingarn Branch, which sets forth that a turpentine operator by
J. E. Spingarn th YL hod
Charles.Studinthelname of Will Knabb, holds these Negroes imprisoned,
Hon. Charles E. Toney
Frances Williams allows none of them to leave the place, utilizes spiesDr. Louis T. Wright

Nortampn, Dr. William Allan Neilsoand stool-pigeons, one of them by the name of Cobb;
Olahomsa City Roscoe Dunjee that he forces the turpentine workers to work from day-
Shit.ldelphi idR. dmont break to darkness, forces them to purchase all supplies
Sprngfield, Mass. Rev. William N. DeBerryat a commissary which is owned by Knabb, beats and
Topeka, Kas Hon. Arthur Capperthyo
Waco, Texas RILD.Evas otherwise mistreats them when they attempt to leave,
Washington terld A. Brown and apprehends all persons who do flee by a system of

CharlscEdward Russl 1
NATONL EGL OMITEE camps which surround the community.

Chairman Arthur B. Spingarn
Chicago Clarence Darrow

Irvin C. Mollison
Edward H. Morris

Cambridge, Mass. Felix Frankfurter
Charleston, W.V. T. G. Nutter
Columbia, S. C. N. J. Frederick
New York Morris L. Ernst

Arthur Garfield Hays
Charles H. Houston
Karl N. Llewellyn
James Marshall
Herbert K. Stockton
Charles H. Studin

Pittsburgh, Pa. Homer S. Brown
Toledo, Ohio Jesse S. Heulip
Washington, D.C. William H. Hastie
Wilmington, Del. Louis L. Redding

This is the case which was presented to the
recent convention of the American Federation of Labor
at Tampa, and the facts, we understand, have been
placed in detail before your Department.

We sincerely hope and believe that the
Department of Justice will proceed as vigorously and
successfully in this instance as it did in the ra4nt
Peacher conviction in Arkansas, upon wlich we wivWfo
express EAur congratulations -and apprdc tion.

Hon. Homer S. Cmigs
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C#
WW/RR

ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE,

How do your Candidates for the Senate and House of Representatives stand on FederalYAnti

Secretary ;P 70
J - RTq N f(U, J If IC E

M AR ji 7 1 3&A, v1
OKP- IVIsrO F RGuUS

^,1IONAL ASSOCIATION THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
WALTER WHITE SECRETARY

ROY WILKINS
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

WILLIAM PICKENS
DIRECTOR OF BRANCHES

DAISY E. LAMPKIN
FIELD SECRETARY

CHARLES H. HOUSTON
SPECIAL COUNSEL

JUANITA E. JACKSON- ,
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO TitE

SECRETARY-

Chi M- DIV,-BUILER
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CRIMINAL DIVISION

t3EC 7'1936

0,=n Florida
LJ.J sV De e1, 1936*

Ron. Homer S. Cummings
U. S. Attorney General
Washington, D. C.

Dear Attorney General Cummings:-

Some days past I read with interest where Mr. Preacher
was convicted in Arkansas for slavery of negroes. I read this
with interest because of the fact that the State of Florida and
the Federal Government has the same situation to contend with
here. I likewise read an article or a statement in the paper
whereby you were greatly pleased with said conviction.

I wish to call your attention to matters as they exist
here in Florida at this time, particularly regarding a matter
of slavery and peggage which has taken place in Mcolenney Flo-
rida, same being a fair example of what is going on in other
places.

At this time Mr. Car&lNobles, United States Commissioner
at Jacksonville Florida has under a advisement a hearing where-
in Mr. Will Knabb and Earl Knabb together with Fred Jones and Mr.
Hall, Knabb's assistants, are under charge of peonage. The air-
oumstances under which these parties were arrested was related to
the Department of Justice who inveettgated and found facts suffi-
cient to make the arrest above, and on the 19th day of November
1936 a preliminary hearing was had. At this hearing only suffi-
eient facts were presented as thought necessary to bind these de-
fendants over. At this hearing, there was, in addition to the two
eye witnesses who testified to the mistreatment given out by the
two Knabbs and their assistants, three other eye witnesses present
plus other witnesses who had been mistreated at Knabb's hands.

I would appreciate very kindly if you would make further
investigations and see that this case is investigated fully and
every effort is made to bring around the true facts and true don-
ditions herein.

Please do not miaunderstand me in saying that I do not
think the Department of Justice is making every effort they can
to bring about a binding over and later an indictment on the Knabbs,
likewise the District Attorney's office, through their able assist-
ant, nevertheless, I do know that there is plenty of money behind
the two Knabb persons and I do know that money talks as it has
talked in the past in this slavery and peonage and servitude which
has existed here in Florida. I do know that if the Federal Govern-
ment fails In this attempt at this time to bring about justice what
will take place hereafter in the turpentine and operation of same,
slavery and serviAude here in Florida. It will show that the Knabbs
not only control the territory surrounding MoClenney but that they
are bigger than the Federal Government as they have often made their
braggs.

I 
A,



Hon. Homer 84. Cummings
December 1, 1936
Page 2.

If you or any of your workers, regardless of what Depart-
ment they might be in, desire further and fuller information
relative to the circumstances, facts and evidence of servitude
as administered by the Knabbs of MeClenney, I will be glad to
furnish same, and if any of it is found to be of a selfish mo-
tive or of a prejudicial type on my part, I will ask you to go
no further.

Thanking you very kindly in the above and assuring you
further that we have circumstances that exist here in Florida a
great deal worse than the Preacher slavery in Arkansas.

Very truly yours,

W. G. BOYD.

copy to:
Department of Juastice
Ja6ksonville, Florida
Mr. Damon Yerkes
U. 8. District Atty.
Jacksonville, Florida
Hon. Dave Sholtz
Gowarnor, Tallahassee, Fla.
Ron. William Green, Pres.
American Federation of Labor
Washington, D. C.
Hon. J. Edgar Hoover
Washington, D. 0.
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Celeann 1swida
Seeember 103168

Degartwmt of Justies
Jaaowxvine, nlorida

Attentions r. athant

Dear Mrs. Wathant*

Sneloset you wil find various sspes of letters
that I ave Vritttn pertining to the Zabb matter* Sine
the eeatteof a bafr, since Ovrse Sh"t a t e
Attorney Rneral Sage wre sowell pieset in the Proa&
abornaeMn haM i Artan I see w easM o bin wesould
not get these same authorties lntweeto4 in the kbb matter
and presre and investigation and asietana. be gin yet
and yoew departmt and Mr* YTkes eat bs Oft**o Per thAt
reason I took 4 SLon It to ask these aiithfritien to in*
:estigateftlly the tatien abitS.1ave e xte A tthatula*
ney &satbthe wont needotthis patio nase bothStatpoper
ly presented beters all authorltteto*frerdA*8s %ake# for
labor sketogetherwithb umatya tse

Deskmisstwaantany of My intetionUS beeance
realize Most lea sad, yor Separtment, t*4tothr wASE Xr# To
kes sAsandkttlee6'hAvebeenaes~t 41algast in thts.ease, but
IjustwfolI#kethAt with all the iaena awAvaAbtoise

onie itf nda4is ca ennot, be bald It en)a be attle be So
to"W d th other eases which algtab 4s * ave In Peridao
The Wateeis of t6bsa aemeans so "Oh not 001tl bo Uhesate
of 9rgh, * bat 14kewUeto labor *and Ito =U46

AUprtAg yeoub 6$ ppeeat a V ast feversa =

t thne 4e i anything I en 4# please o not hesitate to

Thaingyou very knlyX, I sa

Very traly ynn*,

W. I* BOYD.
4 0 toa

IL Sit- over Q



1<w

Renlo aave 14 Ada

allahase'Fla

Dear Gernor ShelZsv

I )ne eread. tr the last two day a aflieles in
the paper h In Iattet Gren of &t *Ameremt Fed*
ratmon at lator eotber arttesenattat itor
have ask"d that RAn givea tarough tt an to*arotam"na S ttgbe*inli prtalttg to

posge and slavery servitude.

I an t glad to see that yon satthe State
oft far4a ntent to Inwatgate same bene the
Is now Oestbt At MeSaney Ad Seeaibly "other place
strommes w *Atehshould act salat anywreand PO-*
tislarly the State of flera p

Yen winAnd egg ot a letter here wartteen to
Attesey Genteml na r.tive to mthematters hA
matlyp etes4= atener N$1bes In S ntfl

and to be e0"" loen"seenwheat s ato o!v'
wre aated wittheboia &tatmate frsPen9ag th

bamitag Ofapeesand in this itans the matreat
mmt of whithe part"e

I wa.. yen thts letter toas"k that oes n&Aou
ua=goean and .W11 be gl to *sot

and themAowa vyPr~ ltoertsprto sget at te blt-'
teof thts matters

ngns ory kindl in sthe abe and asas
you tatI hap ta nasher A1lbe Upely 9140804Aup
sa thtat it W;Gbe Zane e to theother operatm t
the state oft erida who have been akguanh pramatie
as the flabbs.

Very trtly yoare,

W. 0. SOSD.

Attaggl 0OWM

tiolabor
Mrs *wJ4ageorus

aba~pwA , PA*



Deaambee 16r 19tn

a illiam raeen, pres.
A*AmaaftMbi ft fLabor

Washiagton* Do Go

Dear Mw* Orem:s

I have read in the paipors for the past seVeral
days the uettn whta yew sad labor tok on the ngandsanry M Se t tion as they new .4a he
in PiersdWOI makeak* "UAdr refereaseto fthe *AMennY
asttor whtoh I have full A mAtten ao It hav4ag bee
my bther who was naeatent4 an4md at the
point oft goeby the Zaabb parties, at t two ansat*
antsa=serretby the Petmak areamettthtstim

E weSiapPrestate tysa e ao anta
Qonwelset to asko effets o aate up the aitt"
atten whnh now estse nt net ony e4a but e bly
other plaes.~ 1 0oke that thee is ea tte edes

At proer prseakt to the right &autherthle to bolifg
abouteto ths eA"aOat tus
will be a em to all other e.poatern It Erusb
ad lht weeaaStouteman be eeVieta4 tv twbtadng
all of the my te tan to atao e oft M *in t
wiAA be a vier tor not only labor but tor the wattet
states Govermeat#

yeu agaa tor the part thiAh labOV Mt Ma
and X tool a$e will tak in pnhfa tshs atter to stin,
I s

Vf tralyeos

"Mto,$
4. 

** SetD
8997 %#4*

A Aaus
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Dooleannr,0 19364

Decee 1s1956

Assistant U* 8. Attorney
Jeaksonvil.e, ftorida

Dear Ur. lerkest*

talsed yea will find copies of letters written
to, Atter*ey Gemral COmnings, Mr. J. S ar Hoovor, Oer
eaor ShOls ad Ms reenof the Awartma peterAtIon
of labor and to the DPrtment of Jsttee whereIt X
hope these people can got arressffist Wherby
twrthnr aslatAune a be given you and the partaent
of fea* and briag hee the proper nonvieten whidh
should be had in th Znbb mater : I see no reasea in
the wl with the oamont of evidence whiah we have that
these parties eaolt not be beent *atbega evro
I fee1 cafl itet that wen the matter is presated to a
grant jury that Intmle t will be proerl brought.

It I lad the time I nuld have asked yen parcenally
whether it was wper to wrote these lettern teuse I
would t0 nathatvhih untld ake youti4 thatpr"

ad 4 g1 t effo hat neo been had by y antat
ties beeas.e thebyve at I have triM' to ashe asyelf
ear In the lete wbish I lave written that ye" office

sat he Doertmt of Justice are deiag their tties.
Nevertheess I hope you will appretat my position in
that I want Ja4ee to beohat a Intthisprman.
Ur *ase too to the tk that bare toasah abda0*ul C
1tn it at they bve made the braggs that the Oeverment

sad others bad tried to reoah the oes ant it eoul4 not
be done ant it would not be 4one to tthi se

Tlanking yOU very kmn4ly to let this ontine to
have your dlgont and onciention efforts as it las
in the past, I $a

Very traly yours,

W. G. 010).
Sepy tot ,
Atteas eseal Qwlntags

WaskingtemnDo c
e sertment of justice

aasnvinl, Florida.
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

t) .r 8 196

Jacksonville, December 4, 1936.

The Attorney General,
Washington, D. C.

In re: United States v. William Knabb, Earl
E. Knabb, Fred Jones, Edward Stewart
Hall, Jr.
Your symbols: BM 50-18-12

Sir :

In reply to your letter of December 1st, the
writer appeared before Carl Noble, United States Com-
missoner, on the 19th day of November, 1936, at which
time the government introduced testimony in the above
case. This office and the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, working together at the hearing, decided to put
on only two of the witnesses so that the whole of the
government's case would not be disclosed to the defen-
dants as certain of the witnesses might be tampered
with if it was known that they were material witnesses.

At the close of the government's case, attor-
neys for the defendants moved that the defendants be
released. The Commissioner took the case under advise-
ment and this morning handed down the decision that the
motion to release the defendants was denied, indicating
that he would hold the defendants under the same bond,
the United States having moved the court at the time of
hearing to increase the bonds of each of the defendants
to $5000.00. At this point, attorneys for the defendants
moved the court for time within which to produce witnesses,
whereupon the Commissioner set a hearing on the 11th day
of December, 1936, at which time the defendants will be
allowed to produce such witnesses as they desire.

This office has received full reports from
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the case is A

i)TCI nF
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4
The Attorney General,
December 4, 1956. -2-

on the complaint docket. An indictment will be
prepared and the case presented to the next grand
jury which will be held in Tampa, the exact date
of which has not been set by the judges of this
District.

Respectfully,

HERBERT S. PHILLIPS,
United States Attorney.

Damon G, Yerke
Assistant U. S. A rney
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ADDRESS REPLY TO
"THE ATTORNEY GENERAL"

AND REFER TO
INITIALS AND NUMBER

5 8

50-18-2

70
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

WASHINGTON, D. C.

December 9, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. MoMAHON.

Referring to your memorandum of the 4th instant con-
oerning the peonage oases arising out of the turpentine camps
in Florida, there is attached a letter from the United States
Attorney, dated December 4th, showing the status of the matter,
and also a letter from E?. W G. Boyd of Coleman, Florida, who
was the original itp inuat Aioording to the Bureau report
Mr. Boyd is an intelligent young ait with clean out appearance
and would make an excellent witness.

Frm the facts so far submitted it loos to me as
though this is a good case, and while the Omissioner at the'
first hearing denied the defthdat5' motion for their release,
it does appear their attorneys moved the couit for time within
which to produce witnesses, and the Conissioner set a hearing
for the 11th instant, at which time the defendants will be
allowed to produce suah witnesses as they desire.

It is my opinion that a Special Assistant should be
assigned to handle this case.

RtespeotfullT.

H. A. FISlER.
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4Or4. 0 AMERICAN FEDERQfION oF LABOR
Executive Council

President, WILIAM GREEN
Secretary-Treasurer, FRANK MousoN
A. F. of L. Building, Washington, D. C.

First Vice-President, FANK Durry, Eighth Vice-President, Gso. M. HAnalsoN,
Carpenters' Building, Indianapolis, Ind. Railway Clerks Bldg., Cincinnati, 0.

Second Vice-President, T. A. RICKET, Ninth Vice-President DANIEL J. ToBIN,
621 Bible House, New York, N. Y. 222 East Michigan Street, Indianapolls, Ind.

Third Vice-President, MATTHEW Wolate Tenth Vice-President, HARRY C. BATEs,
570 Lexington Ave., New York. N. Y. 815 Fifteenth St . N. W., Washington, D. C

Fourth Vice-President JOHN CoErI.. Eleventh Vice-President, EDWARD J. GAINOR,
Machinsts' Building, Washington, D. C. 408 A. F. of L. Building, Washington, D.'C.

Fifth Vice-President, ARTHUR 0 WHARTON. Twelfth Vice-President, W. D. MAnoN,
Machinists' Building, Washington, D. C. 260 Vernor Highway, East, Detroit, Mich.

Sixth Vice-President, JosEPH N. WEBER, Thirteenth Vice-President Fal.x H. KNIGHT,
LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE NATIONAL 3870-1-2-3-4 1460 Broadway, New York, N. Y'_4oo-4os Carmen'sHBdg., Kansas City, Mo.

CABLE ADDRESS. AFEL. Seventh Vice-President, G. M. BU nCAZET . Fourteenth Vice-President, GEORGE E. BROWNE,
1200 Fifteenth St., N. W.,Washington, D. C. Earle Building, Washington, D. C.

Fifteenth Vice-President, EDWARD FLoaRH
426 Woodbridge Avenue, Buffalo, N Y.

Tampa, Florida,
November 28, 1936.

Sir:

I officially request you to institute an inves-
tigation of charges of peonage among negro workers employed
in the turpentine production industry at Macelenny, Florida.

I will greatly appreciate such action as you may
find it possible to take in this particular matter.

Respectfully submitted,

President,
American Federation of Labor.

41

Honorable Homer S. Cummings,
Attorney General of the United States,
Department of Justice, Washington, D.0.
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

WASHINGTON, D. C.

December 4, 1956.

MEMGRANDTM FOR MR. FISHER

We had better watch the peonage cases arising out

of the turpentine camps in Florida pretty carefully.

Do you think it necessary to assign a Special

Assistant?

IVIA

9
ADDRESS REPLY TO

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL*
AND REFER TO

INITIALS AND NUMBER

BM BMg:MR



WORKER S' DEFENSE 4
CRIMINAL DIVISION

GUE
I12 EAST 19th STREET

NEW YORK CITY
I4

ALGONQUIN 4-0346

ARON S. GILMARTIN
Executive Secretary

Representatives of S. T. F. U.
HOWARD KESTER
WILLIAM R. AMBERSON
W. E. SMITH
WILEY HARRIS
S. L. GOLLEHON
H. L. MITCHELL

December 4...2936

D /lc 4 J6

Mr. Ugo Carusi, Exec. Asst to
Homer S. Cummings, Attorney-General
Office of the Attorney General
Washington, D.C*,

Dear Mr. Carusi:-

Thank you for your letter of Deoember 1st.

We shall await with a great deal of anticipation the results

of your investigation at Maclenny.

time.

We shall be glad to hear from you at that

Vy truly yours,

WORKERS' DEfIBRE LEAGUE

Executive Sefrtary.

as g/f th
bs&au
12 846

THE WORKERS' DEFENSE LEAGUE

zss8

E IS THE ONLY ORGANIZATION AUTHORIZED TO SOLICIT

SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS' UNION DEFENSE FUND
CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE,
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From

TH ATTORNEY GENERAL

Official Indicated below by check mark

Solicitor General Reed..-- ...........---------------------

Assistant to the Attorney General Keenan..---------------

Assistant Attorney General Dickinson------------------

Assistant Attorney General Jackson-------------

Assistant Attorney General Morris-----.-.--.-----------

Assistant Attorney General Blair.-.--.----..-.---.-.--

Assistant Attorney General McMahon .-..--.-..--.

Assistant Solicitor General Bell.------------------.

Mr. Hoover, Director of Investigation----.. ---.-. -

Mr. Bates, Director of Prisons- - --.... .......-.-.

Mr. Martin, Director of War Risk Bureau.-.-.

Mr. Lawrence, Taxes and Penalties.----.. --..-.. -

The Administrative Assistant---------.-........

Mr. Holizo.ff, Special Assistant---.----------------

Mr. Miller, Advisory Committee on Crime------

Board of Parole.....- ..----.---------------------.

Mr. Lyons, Pardon Attorney.---....-----. --.------

Mr. McClure, General Agent-...------------------

Mr. Donaldson, Chief Clerk----.------------------

Mr. Moore, Division of Records.-.--..-----...-...

Mr. Sornborger, Appointment Clerk--.---------

M r. Suydam -- --- - .--- -.. -. -- --- -- --- -- -----. ----

Mr. Carus-i-- ..-- ...-------------------------.

Mr. Gates.-------- ....------------------------.---.

Miss O'Brien---------- -------------------------- ----

Miss Lamke----.------.---.....----------------------..-.-

Mr. Willard...--.- .....-.....----------------------.......

MEMORANDUM

j~j1T KE
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U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 88327
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WORKERS' DEFENSE LEAGUE
112 EAST 19th STREET

NEW YORK CITY

ALGONQUIN 4-0346

ARON S. GILMARTIN
Executive Secretary

Representatives of S. T
HOWARD KESTER
WILLIAM R. AMBERSO
W. E. SMITH
WILEY HARRIS
S. L. GOLLEHON
H. L MITCHELL

. F. U.

N

Noember 24th, 1936

Homer ro Cummings
At torney-General,9 U.S.,A. z
Department of Justice Building DEPART
Washingtons D.C*.q

Dear Sirs-

Your department has been investigating id-hvI
on a charge of "peonage" brought by two Negroes against Will and Earl
Knabb and others, owners or operators of a turpentine refinery in
Macclenny near Jacksonville, Florida.

We understand that the two Negroes base their charge on their/
fact that they were prevented from leaving their jobs in the refinerj
by threats and other intimidation by their employers.

The Workers' Defense League has had made A preliminary investi-
gation of conditions in the town of Maclenny. This report shows, and we
feel sure that any thorough investigation of the situation would bear it
out, that #the entire Negro population of Macclenny working in the tur-
pentine refinery are held in a condition of virtual peonage and slavery.
None is allowed to leave the place and all live in a constant fear of
violence".

It is generally believed that the owners maintain a spy system (
whereby they are kept informed of everything that goes on in the Negro _
"quarters"., Also, these informers even slip under the shacks at night and
eavesdrop on :the conversation of the people within to see if they may
detect some hint of dissatisfaction which might indicate that someone was
harboring thoughts of "escape'.

It is further stated by our informers,

THE WORKERS'

z6g

"The turpentine workers are forced to toil from daylight until they
can no longer see at night. Fr their labors they receive pay ranging
from 50 cents per day to $1.00. A very few receive as much as *1.25
per day. They are forced to purchase their supplies at the commissary
owned by Knabb. prices at this commissary are almost double regular
retail prices* For example, white bacon, which can be bought in Tanpa
stores for 15 cents per lb., cost 25 cents per-lb., in Knabb's commisaary.
Six pounds of plain flour cost 40 cents in the commissary and the sam&
grade can be bought for 24 cents at the retail stores. When the wages

DEFENSE LEAGUE IS THE ONLY ORGANIZATION AUTHORIZED TO SOLICIT CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE

SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS' UNION DEFENSE FUND

N
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Homer To Cummings page 2, 11/24/36

of the turpentine workers are translated into purchasing power it
is easy to see thatnany of them are working for 25 cents per day.
one man spent $2.00 outside of the commissary a little while back
and he was told that his pay of 10.00 would be held up until he
purchased all his goods at the commissary.

"Any desire on the part of the inmates to escape is effectively
thwarted by the realization of possible consequences. Men may
suffer beatings, their very lives may be threatened if they attempt
to leave* By a system of camps which surround the cannunity they
are able to head off any fleeing slave."

We say that if these charges are true,,then slavery and
peonage exist# as surely in the state of Florida aK inArkansas.

We ask of you and your department, to make a thorough-going
investigation into the conditions at Macolenny to ascertain these facts
for yourselves and the American people who are wont to believe that the
Civil War and Amendments to the Constitution subsequent thereto put an.
end to slavery in America.

Very truly yours,

WORKERS' DBF ESE LEAGUE

BY.
Executive Secretary.

This letter has also been sent to:

Gov. Dave Scholtz Sen. Robert LaFollette
State Capitol Com. for Investigation of Civil Liberties
Tallahasee, Florida Washington, D.C*,

asg/fth
bs&au
12646
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