e %wwad,m,..mmii”l T e P E 7 5
o, TR . ; v T TSRy T . pva— gomgree =
R Qmﬁﬁ : . ! ‘ : . i e : X iﬁm&%mﬁ T T

|

PLEASE USE TRANSFER SLIP
WHEN_ TRANSFERRING THIS FILE

REMOVED FROM NOR ADDED

Yam
@
=

R

2

L

TO THIS FILE

By order of the Attorney General

a

-

MATERIAL MUST NOT BE

’




T A g P PSSO A, Y3 g oo e e %kﬂm%%% R

d‘:

Barch 3 3 1939,

R 4.0 \Q@

Thurgood Marsball, Esquire,

Assistant Special Counsel,

Kational Associstion for the
Advencement of Colored People,

69 Fifth Avenue,

Hew York, New York.

Dear 8irs

Your letter of Jamuery 26, 1939, in which you refer
to & letter from the Department dated December 10, 1936,
concerning alleged peonage conditions in Macclenny, Florids,
was received and inquiry mede into the matter.

¥ill snd Earl Enabb, ?#ed Jones, and Edward Stewart
Hall, Jr., mere proseented for violation of the peonage
statute. On May 28, 1937, a verdiet of not gullty was
returned a8 to Willism Knabb, Jones and Hall, and onm the
same day the charges were dismisged as to Earl Knsbb.
At the conclusion of the trisl it was dstermined to make
investigation as to perjury believed to have beem committed
by a witness for the defendants, William D. Strickland.
He was taken inte custody and relessed on bail in the sum
of $2,000.00. It is expected that the case sgainst him and
others belleved to have been inwolved will be presented to
the Federal Grand Jury convening at Tampa, Floridas, in
¥ay of this year. )

Respectfully,
For the Attorney General,

{siomeg) Brs, e;»iffﬁzlﬁ'} e

BRIER McMAHON,
Assistant Attorney General.
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January 26, 1939.

Mr. Brien lMcMahon,
Assistant Attorney General,
Department of Justice,
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mr. McMahon:

We have received several requests
for information from.g._%{_&_g%gm con-
cerning peonage in the turpentine camps in
Florida.

On checking our files I find that
we received a letter from you dated December
10th, 1936, copy of which is enclosed. I
am wondering if there were any later develop-
ments in this case and would appreciate being
so advised.

We thank you in advance for any
information. :

Very trtily yours,

Mwﬂ Vrave dotl,
Thurgood “Marshall o

%
%2,

%
# Assistant Special Cours el

%

Lo~ gl

TM: FEA
Enclosure: (1)

ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
30th ANNUAL CONFERENCE, RICHMOND, VIRGINIA, June 27th - July 2nd, 1939
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

WASHINGTON, D.C.
BM:MR

Decenber 10, 1936,

Mr. Walter WWhite, becretary,

National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People

69 Fifth Avenue,

New York, New York.

Dear Ilir, White:

equested.
)} of December 8, 1936,
Secution of certain

o thank you for your expression
the Peacher conviction in

@

Very truly yours,

Signed: Brien liciMahon
Assistant Attorney General

Fo-lf-/R
MAR10 1939~
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Jemuery 30, 1939.

B0w18-12 - 31 1939

¥r. David E. Clendenin,
Seeretary-Treasurer,
Workers Defense Leapgue,
112 Bast 19th Sireet,
Kew York, New York.

Dear Sir:

Tolg is to acknowledge recelpt of vour lebter of Jan-
uary 24, 1909, asking for information concerning the c.se in the
Southern District of Florids involwing Will Xmabb, karl Knabb amd
bthers, as wsll es Willlam &, “trickland, who vus a vituess in the
peonagce cnse involving the aforementioned persona.

The records of this Department disclose tlat on Hay 28,
1887, o vardiet of not puilty wes returned as to William Knabb,
Pred Jones, and MHiward Stewsrt ¥all, Fr., end on the szme day the
charges were dismigsed as 1o Farl Enabb. At the conclusion of
the trial Judge Rrvin redamuenéed that sn invsstigation be con-
ducted us to perjwry committed by witumess for the defendants,
Willlam D, 3tricklan8. On May 28, 1937, Strickland was taken
futo ocustody by virtue of a warrant issued for his arrest based on
8 complaint Tiled on tbat dste cherging him with baving committed
perjury. He was released on temporary bail in the sum of §2,000,

: There is nothing in the Department's file to show thek
the case against Hr. Strickland was ever presented to & grand

Respectfully,
. Por the Attorney General

aigiml?d) Brien Mem: ahory

- EREEN MoMAHGH
Assistant’ Attoeney General
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Jenvary 24th, 1939

Mr, Brian McMahon
Assistant Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D, C.,

Re: BlM=50-18-12
Dear Sir:-

In running through our files relative %o
peonage cases in the South, I have rec /ntly come across
the case involving Will and Barl Knabb¥and others who
were tried in U. S. Distriet Court, Jacksonville, Florids,
in May, 1937, According to our records three of the defen-
dants were acquitted by the jury and the fourth, Earl Knabb,
was dismissed on motion of District Attorney Herbert Phillips,

I should be grateful if you could inform me
of any further aotion the government or Department of Justice
has taken in this case, if any, In addition, it is not clear
whether your department prosecuted the case under the peonage
statute, or whether the prosecution was at the instance of
the Boyd brothers alded by the Distriot Attormey's office.

I further understand that U.,S, Commissioner
Carl Noble, at the conclusion of the trial, ordered William
D, Strickland, one of the witnesses, held under $2,000, bond
to answer charges for perjury. Have you any information as
to the disposition of this particular action?

Thanking you for your cooperation,

@

?
d ;&%

Very sincerely yours,

OS>

David L. Clendenin,
Secretary-Treasurer,

dlo/fth
#16 .
e 501412

ENT OF JUSTICE |
DEPARTH A

DIVISION OF RECORDS 1
_CRIM. DIV_BUTLER




M A
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' UNITED STATES ATTORNEY " memm«a_ RIS

Southern District of Florida
dacksonville, June 25, 1937 JUN 28 Heeyl

United States v, William Knebb alias Will Knabb, Earl E. Knabb and Fred Jones

Peonage ~ 5655=J Cr. ~ December Term 1936

(Nature of case: Docket number: and term)

L o £ 2

5

The Attorney General,
Washington, Ds. C.

Sir:

i,

I desire to report that on May 28, 1937  , the above

S

16 oAt

case was disposed of as to the defendants William Knabb, Earl &. Xnebb

N
S

and Fred Jones

charged with violating 18 U. S. C. 444,

as follows:

Date of trial amnd resvlts: 5/24 to 28/37 - Verdict of not guilty
as to William Knabb and Fred Jones
Plea: 5-24-37 - Baech deft: not guilty

Disposed of otherwise: 5-28-37 ~ Case dismissed as to Barl Knabb

Respectfully,

HERBERT S. PHILLIPS

Unite ates Attorne
By: / 2 é‘

Damon G. Yerkes,
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE Asst. United States Att{fney

JUN 28 1937 AM.
SIVISION OF RECORDS

CRIM. DIV.nEISHER
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‘ UNITED STATES ATTORNEY i“m“”w DiVisicH
Southern District of Floride
Jacksonville, Jun8 25, 1937 JUN 281937

Report of Disp%,gion of Criminal (‘JaseRBGEIVED

R Tt .

United States ve William Knabb alias Will Knabb, Earl Knabb, Fred Jones
and Edward Stewart Hall, Jre.

Conspiracy to hold certain persons to condition of peonage - 5657-J Cr. Dec. Term
(Nature of case: Docket number: and berm) 1936

The Attorney General,
Washington, Da C.

Sirs

I desire to report that on May 28, 1937 s the above
case was disposed of as to the defendant s William Knabb, Barl Knabb,
Fred Jones and Hdward Stewart Hall, Jr.,

charged with wielsbimm= conspiracy to violate 18 U.S.C. 444

as follows:
Date of trial and results: 5/24 to 28/37 - Verdict of not guilty as
to Williem Knabb, Fred Jones and Edward Stewart Hall, Jr.
Plea: 5-24-37 - Hach deft: not guilty
Disposed of otherwise: 5-28-37 - case dismissed as to HEarl Knebbdb

Sentenee:

Respectfully,

HERBERT S. PHILLIPS
United States Attorney

By:

Asst. United States Attoghey

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

1937 AM,
DIVISION OF RECORDS

CRIM, DIV.-FISHER

Fetd s §
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IN REPLY DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE £
PLEASE REFER ToO

HVISINN

EH-g, UNITED STATES ATTORNEY JUN 16 1937

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

Jacksonville, June 14, 1937

Hon. S. A. Andretta,

Acting Administrative Assistant to

The Attorney General,

Washingbon, D. C. P

Re: United States v. William Knabb, et al

Sir:

Reference is respectfully made to your letter of
June 8, 1937 under symbols ERB 50-18-12 relative to the
purchase from the court Teporter of a transeript of the
testimony of three witnesses in the above case, namely
William Davis Strickland, Abrasham B. Shaw and Parks M.
Carmichael.

The court reporters, Dowling and Pettison ad-
vise us that the cost of said transcript was figured at
the rate of 25¢ per folio (100 words).

These reporters were employed for this trial by
the defendants and the reporters advise us that the said
rate of 25¢ per folio is according to the agreement they
had made with the defendents at the time they were employed.

Respectfully,

Herbert S. Phillips
United States Attorney

h House,
Asst. United States Attormey

DEPARTR LN ur JUSTICE
DIVISION ur RECURDS
HSHEB AT ASSE TeiThe Atty, Gen,

‘ “h ““V'
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Herbert 8, Philiips, Esq.,
tnited States Attorney,
Jacksauville, Florida.
Birs
The Depertment is in receipt of your request on Porm 25 B,

to incur the expemse of $60.50 for the purchase, from Dowling and
Pattison, court reporters, Jacksonville, Florida, of a trensoript of
the testimony of three witnesses, namely ¥illiem Davis Stricklsnd,
Abreham B, Shew and Parks M. Carmichael, which testimony was given
during the trial of the csse of United Siates ve. ¥illiam Knsb, et
al. It is understood thet this testimony will be used in comnection
with other testimeny in en effort to have the witnesses indistedcfépr
'm_ﬁpirmy;

 Tou are requested to advise the Department s to the folls,
or pege, rate to be paid for the transcript. Thie informetion should
always be given when & request of this mature 1s nmade.

igﬁiﬁ:"»: 5 %Q MMM?’

. .

“ON OF REGH
"‘\9 MAILED

7 BN 9-1937 8. & Andretta
< BUN9-19 Acting Administrative Assistant
to the Atterney Generale
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 HELD FOR CONTEMPT.

JACKSONVILE, May 28. (Special)-—,William/ Knabb,
head of Knabb Turpentine company, MacClenny, and his
twp woods riders, Fred Jones and Edward S. Hall, late|
today were acauitted by a Federal court, jury of charges|:
in a Federal peonage indictmeni_:. . The jury deliberated|:
less than 30 minutes before¥= *
reaching the not guilty ver-
dict. 5

Before the cas€ went to
the jury the arrest of William |}
D. Strickland, Gainesville, on per-
jury charges and the issuance of
a bench warrani charging A. B.| &
Shaw, also of Gainesville, with 7
contempt of court, brought a dra-
matic trial to a sensational close.

Earl Knabb, son of the operator,
William Knabb, -was - dismissed
from the case upon motions -by
District Attorney Herbert Phillips,
who declared the evidence offered

_did not involve him.

_Strickland’s arfest was based
oif’ testimony yesterday, in which
he swore Ed Baker had written a
letter to Parks Carmichael, a
Gainesville attorney, asking the
lawyer to handle certain' monies }
they were-to get out of this case
In. rebuttal, the government “in
troduced- evidence to prove Baker ;
could neither .read: nor  write
Strickland was held under $2,000
bond and ‘hearing -date set for

Tuesday. -

Strickland’s arrest was followed
by the issuance of a bench war-
rant for A. B. Shaw, Knabb com-
pany bookkeeper, who is. alleged
to have asked Striékland to pur-
.suade the negroes to write the
incriminating letter £o- Carmichael.

The government, charged Wil-
"liam™ ‘Knabb, his son, Earl, and
two of Knabb’s employes, Edward
Stewart Hall and Fred Jones, with
holding three negroes in a condi-
tion, of peonage. The defense con-
tended the charges .grew out of
the rivalry ‘between turpentine
operators. and” were , precipitated
by attempts to recruit labor from
the Knabb .camp. Testimony was
offered” by -defense ecounsel - in-
timating a $16,000 “hush money”
demand had béen made by lawyers
representing , ' W. G. Boyd, rival

. operatér who dllegedly préferred
the .first charges against the
Knabbs. v .

The governmént summoned both
J. J. Getzen and -Sam Getzen,
Bushnell "attorneys, to the stand
and while ‘J. J. Getzen admifted
having teleph@he ..conversations
with H. L. Anderson, defense at-
torney, both- deried” ever having

>~ mentioned 4 -$16,000 “pay-off.”
- The jury was charged late this
dfternoon, and began its delibera-

- tions at 5'p, m.. + . .- -
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

In reply please
refer to: UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

e S
HSP:eh SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA e

CRIMINAL DIVISION

Jacksonville, May 29, 1937.

JUN 2 1937
The Attorney General, \ REOEIVED

Washington, D. C,

L

Re: United States v. Williem Knabb et al
Your file: BM 50-18-12

Sir:

During the trial of this case, which consumed all
of this week, three witnesses testified for the defendants,
namely, Williem D, Strickland, Abreham B. Shaw and Parks M.
Carmichaels Cross-examination of these witnesses developed
what I think is a conspiracy to interfere with the administration
of justice in connection with the above styled causes I there-
fore request authority to have a transcript of the testimony
of these three witnesses made in order that I may use the same
in conmmnection with other testimony in an effort to have said
three witnesses indicted for conspirscy to interfere with the
administration of justice. Form 25 B is inclosed,

After Shaw and Strickland haed testified the Court
issued a bench warrant for Shew of his own motion and I had a
warrant sworn out for Strickland before the commissioner,
which was approved by the Court.

Respectfully,

PRI

Herbert S, Phillips,
United States Attorney,

B L
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The ATToRNEY GENERAL,
Waghington, D. C.
Smr: Authority to incur the following-described expense is hereby respectfully requested:
Nature of expense: (Describe fully, explaining the necessity—if for personal services giving proposed
rate of pay, probable duration of employment, etc.)
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(@)- Personal compensation ____. - %
(0) Personal expenses

(¢) Other items W Untted fitadey Atborney

(Official tatle of officer.)
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
SPelBell WASHINGTON, D. C.

Approved: H’&ym
e

You are authorized to incur the above expensey 8% & rate not 4xe ﬁf’ﬁ W@W
piviscIN OF RECORDS &
UV FISHER DIV. OF AGGJUNT
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The United States Marshal for the said District .
is hereby directed to make payment under the above authorization upon the presentation of accounts in
duplicate properly prepared. Payment to be made from the appropriation
seellaneous Expenses, U, 8, Qourks, 1937". .
% Bo S ' Funds Avaxla.ble

rshe Attorne neral
JUN 18] 93?‘) MO IGEER Brien e mmw%ﬁ L
Brien Molla

O Anrment o WSTEH- r Assistant Attorney General,
ﬂ.—‘—-—/’
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Bepartment of Justice
Office of the Assistant to the Attornep General
Washington

May 19, 1937
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. COLLINS

The attached is self-explanatory.

I have not seen any request from the
United States Attorney for an investigation of the
Jjury panel in the case referred to.

Unless there are more compelling facts
than appear on the surface, I am unalterably opposed
to such procedure.

Matthew F. McGuire,
Special Assistant to the Attorney General.

59 -/8 -1
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In reply 7 CRIMINAL DIVISION |

Please refer to: DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Dt UNITED STATES ATTORNEY MAY 8- 1937

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

Jacksonville, April ®, 1957, ti . il VED

Sn et ———— e e e it Rhiid e =

FqlnEZ"'}iaA\;Fi

The Attorney General, B Rt et
Washington, D. C. ' g:} {} ”i}igr”j 7

g'm el T R

dRTERATRENT OF JusTy,

In re: U, S, vs, William Knabb, et aley APR 0  -7p
Your symbols: HB: 50-18-12, i 5. . M 0. BLCOKDS

CRIM, DIV.~FISHER

S 1 S i oo s
r 3

' L, MAY 111937

In further reply to your letter of March 12th, this
office advises that hearing on the motion of the defen-
dants for bill of particulars in the above cause was held
before Judge Strum this morning.

33
¥

£
I

Judge Strum ruled with the govermment on all material
matters in the motlion, granting the motion in so far as
the govermment is required to glve the names of the three
peons whom the government willl introduce evidence to show
the defendants conspired to hold, arrest, and return, to
a condition of peonage, the approximete dates, and county
in which they were held in peonage.

These matters are all set forth in the two substantive.
indictments, and we do not have any evidence tending to
prove the holding in peonage of any other persons so that
we are not in any manner, embarrassed or do we have to divulge
any of our case by complying with this order,

This case 1s set for trial on May 24th, and undoubtedly
will be tried on that date,

We are enclosing herewith a copy of Judge Strum's order
just delivered to this office,
Respectfully,

HERBERT S. PHILLIPS,
U ed States

R

b
Assistant U, S, aAlktorn
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In reply

Please refer tos.
DGY:RM
5651-J-Cr

CRIVINAL Division

N

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

MAY 11937
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORID* RE QE IVED

Jacksonville, April 28, 1937, H

The Attorney General,

Washington, De. C, o

In re: U, S, vs. William Knabb, et al.
Nos, 5651=J=Cr.; 5655=J-Cr.:; and 5657'J”QEL

&

In further reply to your letter of March 12th,
(Symbols: HB 50-18-12), this office advises that the
Honorable “ouie W, Strum, Unlted States Judge, on the
24th day of April, 1937, overruled the demurrer in
the three above enumerated cases; also denied the mo-
tions to quash the indictments.

Subsequently, on April 27, 1937, the defendants
filed their motion for bill of particulars. This motion
will be argued Thursday, April 29, 1937.

This office willl advise the ruling of the Judge
on the motion for bill of particulars.

Judge Strum has set the above cases for trial
on May 24th.

We are enclosing herewith copy of motion of bill
of particulars.

Iy G
Respectfully,

HERBERT S. PHILLIPS,
United States Attorney.

i
' RS /
A N T mg .
*Mﬁ&wvafﬁmﬁ% B
= LR LRI

e‘“ shigplisie et et

ml
e T Y
£ VWW"

-
t




TRRY R e 2 R :
T R G W Vs o e g
s T LT Vi Cor oty W e 8 5;43\"4«»;;23.* ert s ey @"‘Wrx” e réf'{xmwﬁsw.y i‘i"%ﬁ‘ . .sé‘*«ﬁ*’tﬂ %ﬁf% i Tr
7 % Tl ¢

B U

I8 THE URITED SPATHS DISPRICT COWRT
IR AND ¥OR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF
THE STATE OF FLORIDA

#8657

UNITED STATES OF AMERIOA, ),
L Pledkntiff,. . ).

Y8.
WILIIAM KN4BB, et al.,
Defendanta,

S .
MOTIO FOR BILL OF PARTIGULARS

Come now defendante William Knabdd, Rarle E.
Kneby, Fred Jones and Bdward Stewart Hall, Jr., namen
ag defendunbe in the inmdd aﬁmnt now pending ngas.nst
them, ohilrgiiff & bonspiracy end designated by Clexk's
Ho. 8687, and afyer the Court hae overruled the
demurrers of ihu’oxf’a'éﬁm&ﬁ%" 9. 8414 | 1ndgobent, and
after the Court has dented s motlon %o quuh the gald
ind mtmﬁ magwtmlly mves ﬁhe cmm :ﬂor an order
requiring the Du’wio‘b th&y to nu .in this ama.ac,
and dauver copien to ’ehe ocounsel of . raooz& rar these
aezenamu, - hili ot pm-twalam whieh will sé% forth
with olearness and ner%ainiy, the zan.wms ma%wms

wle '

The num;‘é txﬁd p;&aou‘af residerse 0 a;u of the
wi‘bnenu, uhiép f&he @wexmqm w&n amea tos ’m ﬁwm
at ttu #&1:;&:«‘ m th&ﬁ aﬁi.on. w %y%bmfmd Gmmpem
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the Government expecte to prove;

{(a) The exietence of the conepireoy
alleged againet these defendants, sand

(b) Eaach end every the overt sots
ehm"@ed in the indiotment, and/or any other or
turtinr overt acta or related feots or oireume
stances teniing to establish the existence of the
conepiracy or any a0t or agts done by either of
the defendants, the times and places when sald
aots were done or any word of mouth uttered by

elitheyr of the defendants in this cause.
-

Whether the Government egfzbwts to introduce
proof at trial to show any related aots or oircam-
stanses or other overt aocts not laid in the indiet~
ment o

B

Whether the Government expsote to introdudge

proof at trisl %o prove &ll or any of the owsert

aote set out in seid indictment.
—ln
If it is intended to prove any s=st, word or
utterante or anything done by eitheér of the defendante
tending to prove any related acte or oircumetances
sompetent in evidende undsr said indddtment, the nunes
of the peraons 5.n1§>1veﬂ in such related inoidents or

oiroumstanges or ocoufranges; the place where any
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aot or acte of the Aefendante were done, or word

or words uttered relating to said other and different
eiroumetances and acte, and the names of the witness~
es by whom it will be sought to prove any other overt
a0t or sote then those laid in the indictment, and
any related or connsoted ¢ ircumstance or transuction,

aots or doinge of the defendante or either of them in

reletion to said other trenssotion or transuctiony.

Attorneys for Defendanta
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE ' R‘M‘NAL DIV‘S‘OﬁM 2

pronn TP o UNITED STATES ATTORNEY APR ;
DGY :RM ) SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA 2 3 1937
(5657-J-Cr)

Jacksonville, Aprid 21, 1947 RECEIVED

The Attorney General,
Washington, D. C.

Attentioh: Brien McMahon, T
Agsistant Attorney Gensral.

In re: U. S, vs. William ¥nadbb, et al.,
Your symbolg: BM

In reply to your letter of April 10, 1937,
in reference to the above case, this office ad-
vises that argument was set before Judge Strum
tomorrow morning on motions and demurrers hereto- 2 %
fore filed by the defendants. A O

This office will immediately advise you
of the ruling of Judge Strum.

Respectfully,

HERBERT S. PHILLIPS,
United States Attorney.

Damon G. Yerkes,
Assistant U, S, Attor
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Hr. ¥Williae Oresn, President,
Anericsn Pederation of Lader,
&+ ¥. of L. Building,
Weghington, D. C.

M Sivs
Beceipt is scknouwledged of your Letter of
Mareh 85tk vequesting to be advised of the status of the

eomplaint a8 to alleged charges of pesnags against soriainm
persons in the vioiaity of Jackeonvills, Rioyida,

Indictments were reburned at iwaizmﬁ.ua in
the oase of United States v. Williem Kmadb, ot &i., changing
vivlaticns of the Peonage Statute.. Hotions aud G ers wers
Tiled 16 these indistments and while the heering oi these mo-
tions and demurrers was set fmmmwamm
grantod beosuss the attomey for the defendants was engaged in
mmanmmmm«m

The United States m&m. Iamm&*, sdvised
thist the Knsbb Osse bas howes bentetively sob. for triel on
- Aprdl 7th, bub 1% is douwntful whether the sase Will be reuched
Mmemmmmwutmzoxmakm&mﬂ the
motions sad demsivrers.

Respeotfally, (
Yor the Attormey Gemeral, ;510N OF REGy

MAILED ‘?O

‘l’ﬂnﬂd) Brien McMahon MR 2 7 1837
&5 0 gunT

BRYEN. MoMAHOM, -
Assjstant Attortey Mml
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.AMERICAN FEDERRHON oF LABoR

Executive Council
President, WILLIAM GREEN
8 T FRANK
A. F. of L. Building, Washington, D. C.
First Vice-President, FRANK Dmr Eighth Vice-Prestdent, GEo. M. HARRISON,
Car lis, Ind. Railway Clerks’ Bidg., Cincinnati, o.
Second Vice-President, T. A Rxcmm T, Ninth V'ce-Prealdent, DANmr.J‘ Tonm.
621 Bible Houss, New York, N. Y. 222 Eas 8try is, Ind.
Third Vice—President MATTHEW WOLL, Tenth Vlee—President HARRY G ATES,
570 Lexington Ave., New York 'N. Y. 815 Fifteenth 8¢., N. W., Washington, D, C
Fourth Vice-President, JOHN COEFIELD, Eleventh Vice-President, EDWARD J. GAINOR,
Machiniste’ Buflding, Washington, D. C. 408 A. F. of L. Bullding, ashln gton, D. C.
Fifth Vlce-President ARTHUR O. WHARTON, Twelfth Vice-President, W D M.
Wi D. C. 260 Vernor Highway, East Det.roit, Mich.
Bixth Viee—President. JosePH N. Wmmn Thirteenth Vice-President, Frrrx H. KNIGHT,
LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE NATIONAL 3870-1-2-3-4 Broadwey, New York, N. Y. 400-403 Carmen’s Bldg., Kansas Clty, Mo.

8 t.h vme-Presldent. G M BUGNIAZET, Fo uneenth V!oe—Presiden Gnomm E. BROWNE,
CABLE ADDRESS, AFEL. ovent 1200 Fifteenth §t., N. W., Washington, D. C. Biaing, Waihtnson D &
Firwenzlzx Vice-President, EDWABD /

Woodbridge Avenue, Buﬂalo, 'N. Y. ,

Weashington, D. €. j N

Msreh 25, 1937.

Hon. Brien McMahon,
Assistant Attorney General,
Department of Justice,
Weshington, D. C,

My dear Mr. McMahon:

On December 4, in reply to my letter of
November 28, you assured me that the Department of Justice
would very carefully look into the situation of alleged
charges of peonage against certain persons in MacClenny,
near Jacksonville, Florida. If there is any information
which you are prepared to give me as to the result of
this investigation I would appreciate it greatly.

Sincere

President,
fAmeridan Federation of labor.
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v
ADDRESS REPLY TO
*“THE ATTORNEY GENERAL"'
AND REFER TO
INITIALS AND NUMBER

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

March 26, 1937.

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, FISHFR

I have read over the indictment and Mr. Jackason's
memorandum rather hurriedly. I am inclined to think that
we should let the case go to argument Monday and see what
the Judge does with it. Personally, I don't feel that the
indictment charging Smith was held in a condition of peon-
age is objectionable. Neither do I think that the second
count which charges that the defendant arrested Smith to a
condition of peonage, compelling him, etc., is objectionsable,
except perhaps that in the second count the language is
rather vague., I am inclined to think the court would sus-
tain it and it would probably stand mp in the Circuit Court
of Appeals after verdict.

The third count, however, to my mind is objectionable,
since it does not specifically allege that Smith had ever been
in a condition of peonage, and therefore it lacks the essential
element of.an indictment charging a return to a condition of

peonage.

The indictwent is certainly not very carefully drawn,
but I feel quite confident that the first two counts of it
will stand up under demurrer. Perhaps the defendant is en-
titled to a bill of partitulaws as/th&® time, place, and mode
of compulsion. I would be inclined to let the thing go to
srgument. If we lose, then we can reindict.

50
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ETARTMENT OF JUSTIC :
TMAR 27 193] A
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ADDRESS REPLY TO
%$THE ATTORNEY GEMERAL'®
AND REFER TO
INITIALS AND NUMBER

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

' WASHINGTON, D. C.

50-18-12

March 25, 1937

AT Do Y
LEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE |

MEMORANDUM FOR ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL BRIEN MoMAHON iinl 7 4«7 AY
: EIVISION Or RZLORIS

»
{
i
E
5

Re: United States v. William Knabb, ‘et al. :Uhim, DIV.~FISHER
‘ 0
I believe that all of the counts in Nos. 5651-.‘!{ ‘Or. s 5655-J Cr.
and 5657-J Cr. to be subject to the demurrers which have been levelled at“‘\
the said indictments. 2)

No. 5651-J Cr. was returned by the grand jury in the February, €
1937 term. The first count charges that Edward Stewart Hall, Jr., unlaw-
fully, wilfully, knowingly and feloniously held a certain person, to wit,
Arthur Smith, in a condition of peonage, compelling him, the said Arthur
Smith, against the will of him, the said Arthur Smith, to perform labor
and work to and for the said William Knabb in payment of a debt claimed
by the seid Knabb to be due from the said Smith. The second count charges
this defendant with "unlawfully, wilfully, knowingly and feloniously,
arrest a certain person, to-wit, Arthur Smith, to a condition of peonzge,
compelling him, * * *u,

The third count chlarges that the defendant "did * * * return a
certain person, to-wit, Arthur Smith, to a condition of peonage, com-
pelling him * * *,» 1If will be noted that in each of the counts, it is
nowhere alleged that the peon was held, arrested, or returned by force
or threats which I think is necessarily essential to this indictment.
The third count, in which it attempts to charge a return, is clearly
not sufficiently pleaded to show that the peon had been, prior to the
time of the alleged return, in fact in & condition of peonage.

7

Clyatt v. United States, 197 U. S. 207, 218, provides:

#*Three distinet acts are here mentioned -~ holding,
arresting, returning., The disjunctive 'or" indicates
the separation between them, and shows that either
one may be the subjeet of :lndietment and punish-
ment. A party may hold am’cher in a state of
peonage without ever having arrested him for that
purpose. He may come by inheritance * * * and he
simply continues the condition * * *, He may also
arrest an individual for the purpose of placing him
in a condition of peonage. * ¥ * (Or he may, after
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one has fled from a state of peonage, return him
to it, * ¥ ¥k 0

This case is quite helpful, for it has set out, in page 209 of the
report, the count of the indictment purporting to charge return,
The court, at page 219, says:

"Now a 'return' implies the prior existence
of some state or condition * * ¥, It is essential,
therefore, under the charge in this case to show
that Gordon and Ridley had been in a condition of
peonage, to which, by the aect of the defendant,
they were returned. We are not at liberty to
transform this indictment into one charging that
the defendant held them in a condition or state
of peonage, or that he arrested them with a view
of placing them in such condition or state., * * *

I think it naturally follows that if it is an element of
the offense of "return to peonage" that the proof must show this, it
is necessary that it be pleaded in the indictment. It is obvious that
an indictment should charge all of the elements of the offense. Clyatt

case, supra.

The record on appeal failed to show a prior state of peonage
and the cause was therefore reversed.

An indictment charging the holding in peonage of a person
was approved by the Fifth Circuit Court in the well considered case of
Bernal v. United States, 241 Fed. 339, 340, The count of the indict-
ment is set out on this page and was the subject of demurrer. The
Circuit Court sustained the action of the lower court in overruling
the demurrer.

In the conspiracy indictment, No. 5657-J Cr., the defendants
are charged with conspiring to commit certain offenses against the
United States and sets out the offense as violations of Section 444,
Title 18, U.S.C., in four paragraphs on page 2 of the indictment.

It is observed that nowhere in the paragraphs does it appear that the
conspiracy was to "by force and threats" and it is believed that that
is an essential charge. It is not enough that the peon is held agsinst
his will, "It is the holding of persons in unwilling servitude in
payment of debt that is the gist of the offense denounced by the
statute®, United States v. Clement, 171 Fed. 974, 976. It is unlawful
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to compel such performance ‘(contract for labor) by force or intimida-
tion. Idem,

It is believed that the criticism to the above indictments
applies with equal force to cause 5655-F Cr. It is not necessary to
set out means by which a crime is committed unless act is one which
may be criminal or otherwise.

United .States v. United States Brewers Association,

239 Fed. 163,

Mark Yiek Hee v, United States,

223 PFed, 732

Plainly, all holdings, arrests or return of psrsons are not
necessarily unlawful., There are certain persons, like miners, appren-
tices, seamen, werds end others, who may be and are lawfully held,
arrested and returned.

"Compel"™ does not necessarily impert elements of compulsory
payment.

Singer Sewing Machine Company v. Teasley,

198 Ala, 673, 73 S. 969, 971.

"Arrest™" is usually interpreted as being the taking of a party
into custody to answer an alleged or suspected crime,

County of Montgomery v. Robinson, 85 Ill. 174,

Ex Parte Sherwood (Tex.), 15 S.W. 812,
although in modern times, it is suggested that the word "arrest" more
often applies in civil matters and the word "apprehension™ is used in
eriminal procedure.

"Return" means to bring, carry, or send back; to place in the
custody of; to restore; to re-deliver; to send back.

Maxwell Implement Company v. Fitzgerald, 856 Ind. Ap. 206,

146 N.E. 883, 885,

An indictment must directly and positively allege every fact

neceasary to constitute the crime.
United States v. Philadelphia Railway Company,
232 Fed., 953

Where definitions include generic terms, indictment must state particu-
lars.

EKrauer v. United States, 237 Fed. 8,

United States v. Bapp, 230 Fed. 723.

I suggest that the United States Attorney consult In Re Lewis,
114 Fed., 963, and read the opinion of Judge Shelby and observe the indict-
ment, which is set out in full on pages 967 and 968, charging conspiracy
and return.
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RIS, 7 1

It is therefore suggested that inasmuch as the offenses
charged are of recent date, that is to say, in October, 1936, and
January, 1936, and there is no question of limitation, new indict-
ments should be prepared on the lines herein suggested and presented.
I think the court would be entirely justified in sustaining the de-
murrers filed herein.

Your attention is especially invited to the fact that Judge
Strum has set the demurrers for hearing on Monday, March 29, 1937, and
that prompt action should be taken.

Respectfully submitted,

% Z—r U
* DAN M. JAC »
Special Assist to the

Attorney Géneral,
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE I L A 1N B PO PP

In-redly UNITED STATES ATTORNEY y
Pleaggyfgﬂi;er to. SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA MAK 2 6 1937
Jacksonville, March 24, 1987, | i i1%

The Attorney General,
Washington, D. C,

Attention: Hon. Brien McMshon

In re: U, S, vs. Willia# Knabb, et al.

Nos. 5651=J Cr.3; 5655-J Cr.; and 5657-J Cr,

In further reply to your letter of March
12th, (Symbols: BM: 50-18-12) in reference to the above
case, and supplementing my letter of larch 18th, this
office advises that the Hon, Louie W. Strum, United
States District Judge, has just advised the writer that
the hearing on motion and demurrer, set for Monday,
Mgreh 22nd, has been continued on account of the fact
that H, L, Anderson, Attorney for the defendants, is
engaged in a trial of a murder case in a state court,
and will be so engaged for several weeks longer.

The Knabb case has been tentatively set
for trial on the 7th day of April., However, we are very
doubtful whether ®r no ' ill be ready for trial
before Judge Strum on account of the postponement of the
hearing of motions and demurrers directed against the
indictment.,

This office will keep you advised as to
the progress of this case,

Respectfully,

&\M\, oo !’ - ;‘A '.. ¥ HERBERT S PHILLIPS,

s

. United States Attorney.

S35 1] lenenser Z@W
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'@ CRIVINAL DIVISION

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

UNITED STATES ATTORNE$ MAR 22 1937

DGY -8 %"gOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

| ,
Jacksonville, March 18, 1957\ RECEIVED

In Reply
Please Refer To:

The Attorney General,
Washington, D. C.

Attention: Hone Brien McMahon - o
"::"'j‘ 7 : f ‘Z_~: "} . j‘z, -
Re: United States v. William Knabb, et el [i 't = v - 5y

Nose 5651=d Cr.; 5655=d Cre; 5657-J gCI‘O M,,E”ﬁ DV“‘F}QS‘;

— pi !‘
PR R e ey —-‘« mw"""“%
o

T

Sirs )

In reply to your telegram of March 15¥h in reference
to the above cases, this office wishes to advise that all
defendants were notified to appear for arraignment on Monday,
March 15th, at which time attorneys for the defendants filed
motions and demurrers. Copies of the three indictments,
together with motions and demurrers are enclosed herewith.

'Upon receipt of your telegram at my home I
immediately telephoned & reply to you at Miami, however,
I later ascertained that this telegram had not been delivered
to you there. I am therefore writing you at Washington,
and have also requested that the original telegram be for-
warded to you there.

35 7, 5 g

These mobions and demurrers have been selt for
argument before Judge Strum on Monday, March 29th. In
this comnection will say that counsel for the defendants
is now engaged as chief counsel in a murder trial which
will take some weeks end it may be that Judge Strum will
grant him an extension of time for hearing the motions and
demurrers.

iyt ok

I would appreciate your going over the indictments
and the motions and demurrers filed thereto and writing this
office as to any metters you feel would be of benefit to the
ecourt in its consideration of these matters.

Respectfully,

Herbert S. Phillips
United States Attorney

By'tQMuw Q’/M/b‘(

Dsmon G. Yerkes,
Asst. United States Attorney
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{\‘ A PHILIP RANDOLPH ASHLEY L. TOTTEN
INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY TREASURER

MILTON P. WEBSTER s 7 I, E. J. BRADLEY
1ST INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT 2 3RD INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDET

(IS 11 NORTH JEFFERSON STREET
HIGAN A -
4231 ?;?.,‘{Q'A‘G"g'_c,,_ﬁ,,'z‘,.s“"”s N ST. Louls, MISSOURI

BENNIE SMITH
2ND INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT

2355 EIGHTEENTH STREET
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

C. L. DELLUMS
4TH INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT

1716 SEVENTH STREET
OAKLAND CALIF,

AN INTERNATIONAL UNION

AFFILIATED WITH THE A, F. OF L.,

36 WEST 135TH STREET
NEW YORK CITY

PHONE
TILLINGHAST 5-1843, 4
NIGHTS, SUNDAYS AND HOLIDAYS
TILLINGHAST 5-8652

o 338

PN R ST P

O

March 18, 1937

Mr. Brien McMahon
Assistant Attorney General
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

Permit me to thank you for your letter
of March 12th, informing me that the question
of the investigation of peonage at MacClenney,
Florida, is in charge of the United States
Attorney at Jacksonville.
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: Mereh 12, 1937.
Y4 0‘)
@

Mr. A. Philip Randolph,
Internationel Presidest,
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters,
86 West 136th Btreet,

New York, New Tork.

Dear Sir:

Recelpt is acknowledged of your letter of March &th
subnitiing a report of an investigation of peonage et MacClenney,
Florida.

As yon are probably sware, this matter is alreody
receiving the attention of the United States Attorney at Jacksonville,
Florida, snd your letter has been forwanded tv him for consideration.

Respeotfully,

Por the Atioraney General,

(elpmeq) Brien MeMahon,

HRIEN HolaHON,
Asatstant Attorasy Gensral.
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A. PHILIP RANDOLPH AsHLEY L. TOTTEN
INTERNATIONAL PRESIDENT INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY TREASURER

MILTON P. WEBSTER : i E. J. BRADLEY
1ST INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT - 3RD INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDET

4231 SoUTH MICHIGAN AVENUE 11 NORTH JEFFERSON STREET
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 87. Louls, MISSOURI

BENNIE SMITH C. L. DELLUMS
2ND INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT A4TH INTERNATIONAL VICE-PRESIDENT
2355 EIGHTEENTH STREET 1716 SEVENTH STREET

Di MICHIGAN OAKLAND CALIF.
— AN INTERNATIONAL UNION o e
CR'M'NAL DIV’S!ON t AFFILIATED WITH THE A, F, OF L. L e BRI

36 WEST 135TH STREET

NEW YORK CITY

MAR 10 1937
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""' March 5, 1937

Hon. Homer Cummings

United States Attorney Gemeral
Department of Justice
Washington, D. C.

Dear Attorney General:

At the American Federation of Labor in lampa, Florida, the following report of
an investigetion of peonage at MacClenney, Florida was mades "We first interviewed
a school teacher who informed us of the conditions of the schoolse In her depart-
ment there were 52 children in one room. A majority of the children come to school
barefooted. Attendance falls off in the coldest months because the pupils do not
have enough clothes to keep warms She was prevailed upon to talk only through in-
terventions of Dr. Duncan, who assured her that no harm would befall her but that
it was her duty to speak freely. The houses (if you can call them that) in which
these people live are all owned by Will Knabb, turpentine operator, and the workers
live in constant fear of reprisals, —

"ext we talked with several turpentine workers who talked freely but only af-
ter much persuasion. They stated categorically that all the negro people in this
community were held in slavery. None is allowed to leave the place. The owmer has
two stool-pyeons who keep him informed of everything that goes on in the quarters.
These infarmers even slip under the shacks at night and listen in on the conversa-
tion to see if they may detect some hint of dissatisfaction, which might indicate
that someone was harboring thoughts of "escape™. One of these informers-is named
Cobb. After almost two hours in the quarters, Cobb detected our party and immedi-
ately ren to the clerk of the commissary to notify him that someone was prying a-
round.

"The turpentine workers are forced to toil from daylight until they can no -
longer see at night. For their labor they receive pay ranging from 60 éents per (/4.
day to $1.00. A very few receive as much as $1.25 a daye. They areforcéd to pur- “;g/;,ﬁ%.
chase their supplies at the cammissary owned by Knabb. Prices at this c&gomni.ssary £ /
are almost double regular retail prices. For example, white bacon, whish can be
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From.A. Pe ‘Randolph -
To-Hom. H. Curmings
Mareh 5, 1937

Page 2

bought in Teampa stores for 15¢ per pound, cost 25¢ per pound in Knebb's Commissarye
Six pounds of plain flour cost 40¢ in the commissary end the seme grade can be bought
for 24¢ at the retall storess When the wages of the turpentine workers are translated
into purchasing power it is easy to see that meny of them are working for 25¢ per daye.
One men spent $2.,00 outside the commissary a little while back and was told that his
pay of $10.00 would be held up until he purchesed all his goods at the commissary.

"Any desire on the part of the immates to escape is effectively thwarted by the
realization of possible consequences. Men may suffer beatings, their very lives may
be threatened if they attempt to leave. By & system of cemps which surround the com-
munity they are able to head off any fleeing slave. ’

“Mpe soon as we had secured this information, which we considered adequate, we
decided it would be safer to leave. The informer had notified the commissary of our
presence and we could see a small cluster of white men gathering. Wisdom seemed to
dictate departure and so we left after about two hours in the quarters.”

"Here is an evidence of exploitation of the Negro workers. Why? Because there
is no labor organization in the South that has the stremngth and power to prevent the

exploitation of Negro and white workers."

This report was compiled by Dr. C. F. Duncan of Jacksonville, & colored men,
President of the Nationel Associstion for the Advancement of Colored People, a col-
ored insurance men, colored journalist, end Frank McAllister, a white memn of the
Workers! Defense League. They went to MacClemney, Florida, on the 15th day of Nov=-
ember, at ten o'clock in the morning, and made the investigation.

Before the Convention adjourned or during the while, the Executive Council of
the A. F. of L. was in session in Tampa, the following telegram was transmitted to
Governor Scholtz, then Chief Executive of Florida; by Mr. William Green, President
of the American Federation of Labors "It was reported to me that a state of peonage
exists smong Negro workers employed in a section of the turpentine producing indus=~
try at MacClemney, Florida. I officially protest ageinst such a policy of exploita-
tion and oppression, Will you please investigate the situation and if the facts dev-
eloped show peonage and exploitation, take such action asimey be necessary to stop
it immediately?"

Governor Scholtz replied to this message promptly as follows: "Your telegrem
date received and I appreciste your having called the matter to my attention. 4An
immediate investigation will be ordered as peonege is not to be countenenced in
Floride and if it is found to exist you may be sure that every. facility of the State
Govermment will be used to the end that it may be discontinued.”™

Aceording to information received from responsible persomns in Jacksonville, the
investigation which was to have been mede by Governor Scholtz has not resulted in
the elimination ¢f peonage at MacClenney.

Because peonage is a form in involuntary servitude which is in violation of the
Thirteenth Amendment to the Federal Constitution, I wish, herewith, earnestly to urge
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Frem-A P+ ‘Randolph
To Hon.'H. Curmings
March 5, 1937
Page &
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that you institute in investigation of peonage in MacClenney, Floride, with a viewto
its elimination. May I say that the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, and I am
sure the American Federation of Labor, through President Williasm Green, will be glad
to be of service in assisting in this investigation.

Mey I request you to inform me as to what disposition the Department of Justice
will meke of this matter? .

ery_truly yours/
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

Tampa, March 17, 1937
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The Attorney General,
Washington, D. C.

Sir:

Re: United States vs, William Knabb, et al,
Alleged Peonage.

This acknowledges recelpt of department letter
dated the 12th instant, under symbols BM, 50-18-12, in-
closing a photostatic copy of a letter-from A, Philip
Randolph, Internatlonal President, Brotherhood of Sleeping
Car Porters, New York City, for consideration in connec-
tion with the facts already in hand with respect to the
above ¢ ase.

Thanking you for the same, I am,

Respectfully,

HERBERT S. PHILLIPS,
United States Attorney.

W23y oy A .
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By Ha¥:L.CB
$50-18-18

¥arch 12, 1937,

Berbert 8. Phillips, Esq.,
United Btates Attorney,
Jeoksonville, ¥Florida.

Dear Mr. Prillipa:

Beferance 13 made to previous gorrespondence im
the metter of United States v. William XKnabb, et &l., luvely-

ing elleged peonage.

Thers ig euclosed a copy of a letter fvom A. Philip
Rendolpk, Intornstionpel President, Brotherhood of Slesplug Car
Portvers, Mew York City, coptaining information on thils gubfect
for your consideretion in comiseckion with the facts 1 your posses-
sion.

Respesetfially,

For the Attorney Gensral,

A e
b

{64) Brien McMabom,
Assigtent Atsgrney Genspel.
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INRE WlLL!AM KNABB ~ETAL STOP %ﬁOT!ON AND DEMURRER FILED BY

DEFENDANT TODAY STOP EXPECT TO ARGUE MOT!ON AND DEMURRER

MONDAY MARCH TWENTY SECOND STOP LETTER TO YOU TOMORROW“’

RN
.

BAMQN G YERKES ASS!ST‘ANT US ATTORNEY.
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- JcLass OF SERVICE DESIRED\;
DOMESTIC CABLE .

TELEGRAM J FULLRATE | |
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NIGHT
LETTE
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NIGHT ] SHIP
LETTER RADIOGRAM
Patrons should check class of service

otherwizse will be '
\ transmitted as a fall-rate ( R. B, WHTE NEWCOMB CARLTON J C.WILLEVER
comm — - PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST V T
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Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to
‘ copy
‘28 NL GOQVT MAR 15 1937

BRIEN MCMAHON

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL Aﬁ ANSWER DATE MIAMI FLO

.

INRE WILLIAM KNABB ETAL STOP MQTION AND DEMURRER FILED

) BY DEFENDANT TODAY STOP EXPECT TO ARGUE MOTION AND DEMURRER MONDAY

MARCH TWENTY SECOND STOP LETTER TO TfOU, TOMORROW

DAMON G YERKES ASSISTANT U S ATTORNEY
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THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY 1S BY TELEGRAPH OR cm;x.f:




IN THR UNITED STATES DESTRICT COURT
IN AND FOR THE SOUTHIRE DISTHI OF OF
THE STATE OF FIORIDA

Bo. 56@1

UNITED STATES OF AMFRICA,
Plaintiff,

V8.

Defendants .

W AR W R W A W W M e o S w W

DEMURRER

Comes now Fdward Stewstt Hall, Jr., defendant ne med
in thet certain indietment returned into this Honorsble Court

under Clerk's Case No. 5651, and seys that seid indiotment is

bad in substance and éemury %0 the same, and caeh the £irat,
gesond and th.‘wd sounts thereof, sep&rstaly aa& gm:mi;;, mﬂ
Lor substantidl meEtters of law to be &rgusa. aseigm the
followikng: :

1. The averment in eagh of galid counts Qf £§a§§§%gna,f
holding srthur Smith ¥o & ¢ondition of pe onégﬁ‘ iz w nﬁoa”ié&:&ﬁivag
of law and of the pleader on;f;y.

£. Bo fuots are averred to evinee to the Court or

thege defendants:

(al What gonatitutes & eondit ion of peanage .
(b) ﬁ'he word "by" doés not prswad the wod

“awﬁﬂﬁng him, the said srthur Smith aga:mat hie wkll %o
pawﬁw labor.” :

(o) eb‘m'paili;é‘ him, the said Arthur Smith to
perfomm labor is & conolmsion of the ﬁ&udﬂ!. &m eomum ne

faoty t0 how asﬁw’m&w.
(a) eougqnmg him, the wia arthw anxsh te mvt@m

lubor, sgainst his will, @oes not s et ﬁ’f‘ rbh 4n an mmw xm
nor daog said wbmgt ‘aet fo m :mgr ﬁwﬁgﬁat% v’f&ﬁ :

;g;s A ﬁ’f;

*f%;
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or directness.
(a) The ayerment "to perform labor and wrk to

and oy William Xnabb” is unintelligible, vague, uncertain and
indefinite.

‘ﬂlf

S

We, the undersis ned attarneys, Gertify that in our

opinion aa attorneys at law, that the foregoing demurrer is
well founded in law,

STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF DUVAL ~
W. &, ﬂG)’?SﬁE, and ﬁc L. AWERSQK, h&vingtiMbGQn
gworn, siys each for himself: That he is attorney for the def-

endanty nimed in the foregoing indictment; that the said def-

endants sre not now in Duvel County, Florida, and that the
foregoing demurrer is not interposed for delay.

Sworn to and subsoribed be~
fore me this day of
Ekmh‘. 3887,

Kotary Public, State of Florida.
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' 1N THE UNITED $PATES DISTRIOY
COURT IN AND FOR THE SOUTHERN DIS-
TRIOT OF THE SPATE OF FIORIDA

#5651

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Plainbife,
—yB -
WILLTAM KNABB, et al.,
Defendanta.,

WO W W M MM e e e S W W e e W W

MOTION TO QUASH

Uomee now Biward Stewert Hell, Jr., named as defendant . .
in $hat certain indletment lately returned inte this K@n&m&bie
Court, under Clerk's Osse No, B6BL, by whiech ¥his deferant
is oharged with an offense against the United States of
Ameries, and this defandent rasp\wttﬁlly moves the Gourt o
quash sa&id indiotment, and esoh count thereof upon sash of

the several grounds herein enumerated:
' e
gaid indictment im wso drawn thet it does rot edvise

this defendart of the mature of the charge ugaimf him,
B
 The averment "t¢ & gondition of peonage” is vague
end undertain, and does not inform this defendant what & eon-
dition of peonege is. '
\ 3.
Ho £aghs are sef, ot in an ismeble :&sm to define
or slvige this demzaém‘ar wikt & a&n&itwn of seé‘ﬁaw mm
. .
The langusge "%o & e@naﬂian of pemage, eqmpﬂ,ling
Arthur smﬂ,ﬁa %o w&'z‘en mmm ‘M am m wm&m %‘amk“ xu
sonfusing, wau &na Wnoertain and does m»t a&ﬂ.se tm &a;‘aﬁa@t

1‘*’?




of the nature of the charge against hinm,.

"‘5"‘ .
The word "by" before the words “"oompelling him, the

ga ld Arthur Smith," 1s omitted from each sount of the indiotment.
o |
The words "compelling him, the said Arthur Smith," &
mt constitute a direet ayerment that this defendant 4id compel
the said &rthér Smith against his will, end no faote are sot
out %o show the meture of the wlleged compuieion on the part
of this defendant. |
T
"Compelling™ is & conolusion of law, and no faots
are get out to show in what maunner, or by what meansg the def
éndsnt ie alleged to have oompelled the said Arthur Smith to
perforg lahor apl work.
B
The averment "{o perform labor fto" in said indietment
is unintelliigible and /canmaing.
B
The averment "arrest & certaln person, toe-wit, Arthuxr
Smith to s condition of peonage” is unintelligible and con=
fusing, end no faots are set forth to advise this defemiant
what 12 semt by the word arrvest.
*l0w
The indietment does not met forth that a condition of
peonage existed at the time or place averred in the indletment
10 whioch condition of peonsge 1t is averred this defendant
keld, arrested or reijurned said Arthur Smith.
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.
8aid indiotment and each count thereof, is 80 vegue
and indefinite as %o misleed the defendant, and to prevent the
defendant from preparing his defense to aa.ié; indiotment.
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THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
IN AND FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
FEBRUARY TERM THEREOF, A. D., 1937

HELD AT TAMPA, FLORIDA,

The grand jurors of the United States of Amerieca, duly
impaneled, sworn and charged to ingquire within and for the Southern
District of Florida, upon their oaths present:

That heretofore, to-wit, on the 19th day of October,
A. D, 1936, at, to-wit, Baldwin, in Duval County, Florida, in
the Southern District of Florida and within the jurisdiection
of this Court, EDWARD STEWART HALL, Jr., did unlawfully, wil=
fully, knowingly and feloniously, hold a certain person, to-wit,
Arthur Smith, to a condition of peonage, compelling him, the
said Arthur Smith, against the will of him, the said Arthur
Smith, to perform labor and work to and for the said WILLIAM
KNABB alias WILL KNABB in peyment of s debt claimed by the said
WILLIAM KNABB elias WILL KNABB to be due the said WILLIAM KNABB
alias WILL KNABB from him, the said Arthur Smithe.

Contrary to the form of the statute in such case made
and provided and against the peace and dignity of the United
States of Americe.

SECOND COUNT

And the grand jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths
aforesaid, do further present:

That heretofore, to-wit, on the 19th day of October,
A. D. 1936, at, to-wit, Baldwin in Duval County, Floride, in
the Southern District of Florida and within the Jurisdiction
of this Court, EDWARD STEWART HALL, Jr., did unlawfully, wil=
fully, knowingly and feloniously, arrest a certain person,
to=-wit, Arthur Smiﬁh, to & condition of peonage, compelling

him, the said Arthur Smiﬁh, ageinst the will of him, the said
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Arthur Smith, to rerform labor and work to and for the said
WILLTAM KNABB aliaes WILL KNABB in payment of a debt claimed
by the said WILLIAM KWABB alias V/ILL KNABB to be due the said
WILLIAM KNABB aliams WILL KNABB from him, the said Arthur Smith.

Contrary to the form of the statube in such case made
and provided and against the peace and dignity of the United
States of America.

THIRD COUNT

And the grand jurors aforesaid, upon their oaths afore=-
said, do further present:

That heretofore, to-wit, on the 19th day of October,
A, D. 1936, at, to-wit, Baldwin, in Duval County, Florida, in
the Southern District of Floride and within the jurisdiction of
this Court, EDWARD STEWART HALL, Jr., did unlawfully, wilfully,

knowingly and feloniously, return & certain person, to-wit, Arthur

Smith, to a condition of peonege, compelling him, the said Arthur

Smith, to perform labor and work to end for the said WILLIAM
KNABB elias WILL KNABB in peyment of a debt claimed by the said
WILLIAM KNABB alias WILL XNABB to be due the said WILLIAM KNABB
alias WILL KNABB from him, the said Arthur Smith.

Contrary to the form of the statute in such case made
and provided and against the peace and dignity of the United

States of America.

Asst. U. S. .A.t'tomey




IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRIOT. COURT
IR AND FOR ['BE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF
THE STATE OF FIORImM

Ho. 5667

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, .
Plaintiff,
VE.

YWILLIAM KNABB, et al.,
Defendaxts.

W W AR W e WS ey W S R MR M @ W

Comes now Willlam Knabb, Farle Knabb, Fred Jones and
Edward Stewart Hell, Jr., deferdante named in the indictment

agalnat the said defendante heretofore returned into Cowrt,

and filed under Clerk's Csse Ho. B8S7, and demur to the ine
- diotment so returned against them, and show %o the Court that

said indiotmert ie bed in substance, and for substaniial /mwm
of law t0 be argued, the defendants say:
. o
A conspiracy to violate laws of the United States im
of, itgelf, a substantive offense.
B

The averment to commit ocertain offenses sgainst the

"United States of Amerioa,™ that is %" say;

(a) To feloniously hold, arrest and return
persons to & condition of peonage lacks partienlarity in
statement sufficient to advise these ‘defendants of the nature
of the charge against them.

(b) To ﬁi‘}.&nyhdm ‘pereons. to a ocondition of
peonage againat the will of sald éersgnﬁ, and to‘rsqmrsthem

to perform labor or work, to and for the defendsnts in pa yment

of & debt olaimed by the defemdants to be due from the persons

held in violation of Seotion 444, Title 18, United States Code

S (9P
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Annotated, is a general charge without specification, designstion

IR AR PR D Y

or other desoription of the persons whom it ls averred ihe
defendants confederated to reguire "said persona" to perform

labor or work, and the charge to feloniously arrest persons to
a condition of peonage, lacks the essential elements of clear-

negs ag to the persons to0 be arrested in pursuance of suid
alleged conepiraoy.

() The names or other designation of the
persong to be arrested "to a condition of peonuge” are not set

forth in said Paragraph "C" nor in any other part of the said
indictment so &3 to advise t lese defeniants of the name or othey

R SRR é%cﬁyxgwﬁwamwiﬁw,!?ﬁmwy —

dessgnation of the persons whom it is averred these defendants
eonspired to arrest to a condit ion of peonage.
(d) To feloniously return persons %0 a con-

dit fon of peonage lacke the essential elements to advise these

defentants of the names or designation of the persons sought
to be returned to a ceondit ion of peonage in said Paragreph "D

nor in any other part of said indiotment =0 as to advige these
Gefeniants of the name or other designation of the persons
whom it is averred these defendante oonspired to return to a

condit ion of peonage.
-3
The averment of faot set out in Paragraphe 1,8,5,4

and 5 ag constituting "overt aots™ commited in pursuance of
the conspiracy charged sgainst it hese defendantm, and each of

them, &re insufficient in matter of substance and as matters
of law to constitute an act done by all or elither of these

defendants, either an arrest or & holding and refyrning the

persong named in said paragraphs ﬁ,@. a oondision of peonage, or
40 oonstitute a return of any of eaid persons named in said
paragraphs into a condit ion of peonage.




* :

b ;
It ie not averre:i ttat in the doing odf eny of the

overt acte desorided in Paragraphs 4,8,9.4 and b of edld ine
diotment either:

{a) Thet a condition of peonsge existed to which

guld permgons named therein were arrested, held or returned

to involuntery servige,
(b) There is no averment set out in Paragraphs 1,3,
3,4 apd B of said indietment, thut at the time of the ocecurance

of any of said matters set out in sald paragraphs, either
of the persons was then aotually indebted to William Knabb, or

eit her of the other defendants, or that either of the defendants

named in sald indiotment claimed an indebtelness againgt either
of the severnl persone nemwed in said paragrap hs.

B
Heither of the acts set out in sald Paragraphs 1,3,3,
4 and § of said indictment show or tend to show that a o ne

dition of peonage existed at the places and twé\s mentioned
in said indietmert, or eitler of them.

Attorneys for Defendants.

We, the undersigned attorneys, certify that in our
opinion, &s attorneys at law, that the foregoing demrrer

is well founded in law. !




STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF DUVAL

W. &4, DOPOK, and B, I. ANDERSOR, having first been

gworn 8 eagh for himself: ¥iat he is attorrey for the def-
en%anﬁsaggmd in the forege mﬁugmntv; that ¥he sa id “g...

gufantg sre not now in Duvel Cogayy, flerita, ant thet the fove-

Sworn t0 anl subsorided
before me this day
of Mareh, 1937,

Fotary Public, State of Florids,




IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRI CP
DISTRICT OF THE STATE CF FIORIDA
| $56867 |
UNITED STATNS OF AMTRICA,
Plaintif®,
Y&
wILLIAM KEABB, et al.,
Deferndant a.

MOTION TO WUASH

Come now Williem XKnabb, Burl Knebb, Fred Jones and
Edward Stewart Hall, Jr,, named as defendante in that eertain
indiotment lately ratm‘nea into this Honoruble Court, waw
Clerk's Case Ko, 5%57 by which these defenlants are oharged
with a econepirsey to commit offenmes agalust the United Stabes
of Amerios, mé these defendants xonpwetuny move the Court
to qw}}h said ind mtmntwnpan eaoh of the meversl grounds hersin

engmerated;

N

S N

The fe szy aenaist.mg of an alleged eompiraay dmrgaa

against these dezenmﬁc by said m&ieﬁaent is, of wﬁem,;
subastantive offense, ana by sadd S.ndiemam under Sub-paregrephs
(a), (b), (6), and (4) these deranaants are chwge& with i’alan«—
lously eémpiring to hold, awuﬁ auﬁ return "persons to a gon-
dition of pecnage in vialatien of Seot ion 444, Pitle 18, United
States Code &nmtmea, Yo m&M “parsom" t0 & Mnaﬂim & peonage;
t0. arzest *’pa:mgm“ M a éaﬁd&ﬂm of peonage; to return “persam"
to & amﬁt‘eiau ot wanage am to reqmve said pergons to. perfwm
lebor or work in peyment of debts claimed by the defendmts from




' s

the persons so arrested, held or returned to & condition of
peonage, and the oconspiracy charged against these defendsnte
is alleged to be continuous from the lst day of Jamuary, 1936,
up'to the datecof the filing of the indictment, aml these def-

endarts point out to the Court tmt the persons whom these

dayYendants sre charged with arresting, holding amd returning
to & condit ion of peonsge in Paragraphe 1,2,3,4 and 5 of said

indictment, are not the only persons who, under said indictment,

the Government at trial could produce sr witnesses of other
and further overt aots proveable under said indiotment.

“Be

These defendants are not ani cannot be informed of
the nature and character of the offense charged against them

by saild Indictment.
-us‘

A convietion or acguittal of the defendwnte upon trial
of said indiotment would not protect these defemdants sgainst

another indictment charging theee defendante with & eonspiracy
to arrest, return or hold persons other than those named in
Paragraphs 1,2,3,4 and 5. '
i

The general, broad ebérge sontained in said indletment
of a conspiraecy, having for it's purpose to hold, arrest
and return "persons" to a c¢ondition of peonage without naming
the persons so intended to be held, arrested and reiturned,

makeg it uncertalin what persons these defendante are charged

with eonspiring to hold, arrest and return %0 a condition of

peonage, and said 2.nﬁietment‘ is g0 drawn that it does uﬁt
inform or advige these defendamts of the nature of the charge

ageinet them.

P
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The averments of holding, arrest ing and returning
persons to a condition of peonage are so uncertain, mmd vague
that these defsndante ere not sdvised of the nature of the
charge against them,
. "
The averment ¢f holding, arresting or retwning.
"nersonsg™ to & gondit ion of peonege constitutes & eonslusion

of law, and no safficlent faots are set out in the indiotment

to inform theme defendante of what constitutes a econdition
of peonage.
-l
The averments in each Sub-paragraphe (a), {b), (o)

and (d4) "to require them to perform labor.or work to and for

the defendents in payment for debts" is unintelligible amd
renders the charge in sald indietment so uncertainas not to

inform the defendants of the nature of the churge agninst them.
gau
The averments in Subeparsgraphs fa), (b), (o) and (4)

"in payment for debite claimed by the defendants to Ye due from
the persons held," iz so vague &nd indefinite in that it does
not set forth, with ¢ertuinty, who or which of the defendants

eleimed a debt against the persona alleged to hfiw been arrested,
held or returned to a eoz;aui.on of peonage.
B
It 1s not averred %o whom "debta" c;aimea by the

defendanta to be due from the persons held mesns debis due %o
all of the defendents Jointly, or to anyone of the de%gg@gﬁa.

-
The alleged overt scte set out in Paragrapks 9,4 and

5 of said indietment do not smpport the gemeral uverment in

gald indiotment that "to effect and acoomplish the objeet of

said indiotment, and with the intemt and for the purpose of
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effeoting and accomplishing the object thereof,said defendants
did do and commit the following overt aots,™ get out in
Paragraphs 1,2,8,& and b of pald indiotment.

-10-

The meveral acts set out in said Paragraphs 1 to ﬁ,lu

inelusige, dog% not constitute an arrest, a holding or returning
<

to a condition of peonagae.

’ =1l

The foreing of R. T. Boyd to teke money whioh m4d

been delivered to Farl Knabb by R. T. Boyd in the payment of
a debt due from Alfred Smith to William Knabb, doss not sapport

the allegation in the indietment of a conspirmey to hola,
or return either the said Boyd or the muid Alfred Smith to

a condit ion of peonage.
~l8~
The alleged foroing of Boyd arml Simpson % drive a

truck gontaining persomal effeety of alfred Smith to a m‘use
occupled by Edward Baker to b# unloaded at Baker's house, does

support the indletment of arresting, holding or returning %o a

state or condition of peonsge.
«1B=
The alleged forving of DNdward Baker to assist in
unloading the personal effeets of Alfred Smith at Baker's
house, does not support the charge of oonspiracy bty the degf-
endante to arrest, hold or return any person o a state or
condition of peonage.
wldwm
The allegation tlat Hdward Stewart Hall, Jr., "pursued
41fred Smith and ajttempted to cateh him," does not support the
indietment for a eaﬁ.api.zacy to arrest, hold orreturn Alfred

Smith o0 a4 oondition of peonage .
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@lbe
The averment that Edward Stewart Hall, Jr., forced
Arthur Smith to get into an automobile, and go o Maellenney,
Flor ida, does not support the alleged conspiracy to hold,

arrest or retwn Arthur Smith 0 & oondition of peonsge.
«lBe
Kone of the acts of any of the defendants set forth

ag overt acts in Paragraphs 1,2,3,4 and B of said indiotment

support the indictment of & conepiracy to arrest, hold or
return the persons named in eaid Paragraphs to & sondition of

peonsge.
«lT=

The word "foroed" used in each of the Paragraphs 1

to 5, inolueive, is a conelueion and no facts are set forth:

(a) To show thet each of the persons named in
said paragraphs did not voluntarily do or perform or agree to the

so-salled overt acts set out Im said Paragrsphs 1 to 5, inclusive.
(b) It im not averred that the seld pereons aid
the wots charged in either of said Paragraphs asgainst the will
or oongent of said persena‘.
~18-
Sald indiotment is so drawnt hat these defendants

will be unable to prepare their defenses %o said indictment
in afvance of trial.

Att orneys for the Defeniants
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IN 7HE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMBRICA
IN AND POR THE SOUTHERE DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

FRBRUARY TERM THEREOFR, A« D, 1087
HELD AT TANPA, FLORIDA,

The grand jurors of the Unitsd States of
Amsrios, duly impansled, sworn and chavged to inguire
within and for the Scuthern Distriet of Florida, upon
thelr oaths present:

That on, to-wit, the last day of Jaruary,
Ay Dy, 1036, the real and exact date of which ia to
the grand Jury snd these grand jJurors wninown, snd
from which time and sontimacusly abt all times there~
after up to and including the filing of this indiote
nent af and nsar Hacslemny, Baker County, Fleride,
Baldwin, Duval County, Florida, in the Southern
District of Florida and within the jurisdietion of
this Court, and at divers other places in asld Dige
trist Yo this grand juwry and these grand Jurors une
known, WILLIAK KNABB aliss WILL ENABB, whose first
real and $rue name is to this grend Jury and these
grand Jurors wumlcnows, BEARL KNABB, FRED JONES, end
EDWARD STEWART BALLy Jry, 414 walewfully, wiltally,
knowingly, and feloniously, conspivs, sombine, oone
federate, and agree, together and with divers othe
pereons whose nkmes are to the grand jurors wiknown,
to comnit sertaln offenses against the United States
of Ampricesn, that is to sayi
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{a) To wilfully, unlawfully, knowingly, and
feloniously, hold, srrest, and return, persons to a condi.
tion of peonage, in violation of Sestion 444, Fitle 18,
Unfted States Code Annotated.

{b) To wilfully, wnlawfully, nowingly, and
feloniously, hold persons to a condition of peonage against
the will of sald pevsons snd to reguire them to perfomm
labor or work, to and for the defendants in payment for
debks olaimed by the defendants to be due from the persons
held, in violation of Seetion 444, Title 18, United States
Codes Annotated,

() To wilfully, unlawfully, kmowingly, end
feloniously, arrest persons $o & condltlon of peonsge,
in violation of Section 444, Title 18, United Ztates Code
Annotateds

(@) To wilfully, unlawfully, mowingly, asnd
feloniously, return persons %o a condition of peonage,
in viclation of Seotion 444, Title 18, United 3tates Code
Annotated,

And the grand Jjurers aforesaid, upon thelr oaths
aforesnid, do further allege, sharge, Lind, wnd prosends

That said comsplracy, combination, sonfedera~
tion, and egresment, between the sald defandonts snd sald
divera other petsons whoss names ard, as aforesaid, to the
grand jurers wnknown, was sonbinuously throughout all of
the time, from mnd affer, towwit, the st day of Jamvary,
Ay Dyy 1036, snd st all tlmus therafter and herein mentioned
snd raferred to, and partioularly at the tdme and Yimes of
the eunmisnion snd consumsation of ssoh and all of the overt
scts in this indistment set forth, up to and inoluding the
times of the £iling of this indlotment, in existence and

prosess of exesutions
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Against the pease mnd dignity of the United
States of Amerlgse and contrary to the form of t he atatute
of the United States of America in such oase made and
provided,

And the grand Jurers aforesald, upon thelr oaths
aforessald, do further sllege, chargs, find, and present:

That in pursuancs of said conspiraey, conbing
tion, confedersation, and agresmsnt, herein in this indiecte
ment set forth, and to effect and acoomplish the objest
thereof, and with the intent and for the purpose of effegtw
ing and ascomplishing the object thereof, the sald defendants
434 do and comnit the following overt aetes, to-witi

1. Thet on, to-wls, the 14th dsy of Ogtober,
Ay Dyy 1988, at, towwllt, Macelenny, in Bakter County, Florids,
in the Bouthern Distrist of Floride and within the jurisdie.
tion of this Court, WILLIAM XMNAGD aliss WILL XNABE forsed
Re Ta Boyd to take money which had bseen deliversd %o BARL
ENABE by &, T. Boyd in payment of a debt due from Alfved
Smdth to WILLIAN KNAEE aliss WILL XMABB

8¢ 'That om, Stoewit, the 14th day of Cotuober,
Ae Dyy 1036, at, toewit, Hsselenny, in Zgker County, Florida,
in the Seuthern Distrist of Florida md within the jwrisdioce
tion of this Courd, WILLIAM KHABB glias WILL ENABS, RARL HNABB
and FRED JONES foresd B, T, Boyd and Willlam Stmpadn 4o drive
to & twuck on which the personsl effests of Alfred Smith hed
vesn loaded to the Mouse esoupled by BEd Baker, so that ¥4 Baker's
persconal effects gould be waloaded at B4 Baker's houses

3 That on, bo.wlt, the 14tk day of Jdetobur,

As Dey 1936, a%, toewit, Nagelenuy, in Baker County, Florids,

. P ) -
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in the Southern Distriot of Florida and within the Jjurds
Alotion of this Courd, WILLIAN KNABD glles WILL KHABB
foreed B4 Baker to assist in wnloading of the personal -
offepts of Alfred Smith at t he house of the said ¥d Bakers

4¢ That om, toewil, the 19th day of Ootober,
A Dy, 1938, at, towwit, Daldwin, in Juvel County, Flerida,
in the Sputhern Distrist of Floride end within the jurise
dietion of this Court, HDWARD STEWART HALL, Jr,, pureued
AlfTed Smith and sbbempted to catoh himy

8+« That on, toewlt, the 19th day of Ogtober,
Ay Dy, 1986, at, to-wit, Jaldwin, in Duval Coundy, Florids,
in the Southern District of Florids and within the jJurise
dlotion of thils Court, EDWARD STEWARY HALL, JB., foreed
Avthur Smith %o get into an aubomoblle and go to Mecelenny,
Floride)

Contrary to the form of the stavute in sush
cose made und provided snd sgainst the peace and dignity
of the United States of imerica.

Assistant U, 3, Attomey




m@m STATES DISTRIOT COURT,
SOOTHERE DISTRICT OF YLORIDA.
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRIQP COUR
IN AND FOR THE SOUTHERN DISPRICT OF
THE STATE OF FLORL DA

RO, Bess

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Plaintiff,

vE.
WILLIAM XNABB, et al.,

Defendants.

W M W e W G AR A D e WM B W W .

Comes now William EKnabdb, Farle E. Knabd mumat;ema
namd a&p defendants in that ce\r’aai’n &pﬁ’ﬁ.eﬁmn@ rewiﬁa&;againn
them under Cle rk's Case No. 5655, and say thet said indictment
age inet them is ineuf ficlent. in mﬂﬁers of law to bhe &t&p{&;éa
unto, and demur to eaoh and every, the 1@'&‘, gnd, 3rd, &%h,.fﬁm,
6th, 7th, Bth and 9th counte of -seid indistment separately snd -
seveérslly, and for ‘auh%‘haj.ﬁiiﬁ pettens of  Tew So. ma@ma, .

asaign the following as to éach of seid wounte:
ol= N

"ﬁal&ipg to a condition of pecnage™is a oonclusion of law

only.
=R

Qmapallim the persom %o 9&#@:& 1uber agamgt &it
wé.ll is & eommazon of the 91«.6.&:». and no. xmts are g9t
tarﬁa ’ha 8how tho m&mw or means- by whiok seid person was
aamam@

, -43*

The word ”oemilm*' ﬂn pwuea to pam’am lador :Ln ne‘k
set forth in m isom’i&t @ﬁ.
. B *“ . |
The @v&m,&g{a“ "4 ixs’e’i#agg} labor 40" ig ﬂi?@ta;iigiﬁg,;




-
The averment "arrest o a oondit fon of peonage™ is
unintelligible, and no faots are set forth:

{a) To show the purpose of the alleged arrvest,
(b) The langwge of the statute is insufficient %o

edvise the defendants of the nature of the charge against them.

-
The defendants are not advised of the nature and
eheragteyr of the offense with whieh they are charged.

Attorneys for the Mszﬁmw‘

We, the undersisned attiorneys, eertify that in our
opinion as attorneys at law, that the foregoing demuryer is

well founded in law. ‘ .

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF DUVAL

W, A'.‘ ?Pﬁ@ﬁ &lﬁ g.&gégﬁggmm tgz%’fq?g ffw
”i&?”i&“n?& %‘Eé’a ﬁ §3ay2ne hg

1

Sworn to apd submoribed
before me tﬁu day
of Maysh , 1?%?.
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IF THE UNITED STATES DISIRICY

COURT IN ARD FOR THE SOUIHERN
DISTRICT OF THE STATE OF FIORIDA

#6658

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Plaintifs)

VB&

WILLIAM man et al,,
netenaanta.

. G W A Y T T G A 0L R A S O o N O S D Y o e A

MOTION TO QUASHE

Come now William xnab’e,. Earl Knabb apd Fred Jones, and
move the Court to Aquas‘rh the indiotment returned against them
under Clerk's Case No, 56566, and é&wh and eveyy the several
eounts thereof, separstely, upon the following several grounds,
to-wit s

. ‘1. '

8aid iﬁdiotmnt is =0 ére{wn as not to adviase these

defendants, or either of them of the nature of the offense

charged against them,
..g..

The avemeni%wg. em&i‘k fon of peonsge"” ia vegue ad
ungertain, am does not me:m theae defendante ﬂm a sondition
of peonage 1&.

8-

‘Ko fasts ave set out in an lsmadle form t@ define

or advise these aa:zeadanﬁs ot wmt B ean&itien of ;manm neansy
~4—~ .

izhe 1mgm¢a “to & emdmiea ot pgem;q. do@yc&i&aa

t he pmg%a mmﬂ m said m&ﬂmm %o paﬂom labw w -8l

for ‘Hﬁ;}l’hﬂ Im%," 3.9 aen&mmg, wsuo and aaea nos. &w&w
the daten&uaﬂ af thn naﬁm -3 4 tha ehwaa m&innﬁ i&ém
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abu
The word "by" before the words "compelling them, the
peveral persons nemed in said indictment," is omitted from
each count of the indiotment.
.
The words "compelling them, the several persons named
in said 1naiétmenﬁ, " 40 not congtitute & direet sverment
that these defendarnts compelled the sald persons against their
will, and no faotes are set out to sho\w the nature of the
alleged compulsion on the part of these defendants,
-

"Compelling™ is a conelusion of law, snd no facts

are set ont to show in what mannsr or bywhat means these
Qefendants sre slleged to have sompelled the said persons
named in said indietment to perform labor and work.
-8 :‘
The sgerment "to perform laba}i' to" in said indioiment

i

is unintelligible and confusing,
dgﬂ

The averment "arveet & person:tp & eonditlon of peonage”

is unintelligible amd confus ing, and no factes are wmet forth to

a&?me‘f%&féﬁ defendante what is meant by the word arrest.
10w
The indlotment does not set forth that a sondition of
peonage existed at the time or place averred in the indletmnt
to which condition of peonsge it is averred these defendanis
held, arrested or retwned said persons named in said indiotment.
el
Said indiotment and each scount thersof, iz so wague,
and indefinite as to mislead these defendants, ad to prevent

these defendants from preparing their defenee %o said indictment.

Attorneys for the Defendants.,




I¥ THE DISTRICT COURT OF THE UNIPE) STATES OF AMERICA
1N AND POR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA
PEBRUARY TERM THEREOF, A. D., 1937
HEID AT TAMPA, FLORIDA

The grand Jurors of the United States of

America, duly Impeneled, sworn and charged to
inquire wilthin and for the Southern Diastrlct of
Floride, upon thelr vaths present:

That heretofore, to-wlt, on the 14th dey
of October, A, D, 1936, at, to-wit, Meaclenny,
in Baker County, Florida, in thas Boubhern Distriet
of Florida and within the jurisflstion of this
Court, WILLIAM KNABB sliss WILL KNABB, whose first
real and true name 1ls to thils grand jury and these
grand jurors, wknown, BARL E. KNABB, en@ FRED JONWES,
did wilawfully, wilfully, knowingly, sud felonfously,
hold 2 cerltaln person, to-wit, Arthur Smith, to a
condition of peonage, compelliing him, the said
Arthur Smith, against the will of bim, the seid
Arthur Smith, to perform lsber and work vo and
for him, the sald WILLIAM KHABB sliass WILL XKNARB,
in payment of a debt claimed by him, the sald
WILLIAN XNABE aliss WILL XNABB; to be due him, the
aﬁammamwmm from him, the
sald Arthwr Sadth,

Contrary to the form of the statuite In suoh
ease mede snd provided snd agsinat the peace and
dignity of the Unitad States of America,




And the grand jurors aforaessid, upon thelr
oaths aforesgid, do further present:

That heretofors, to-wlt, on the 14%h day
of October, A. D., 1936, at, be~wit, Macclemny,
in Bsker County, Florida, In the Scuthern Distriasd
of Florida and within the jurisdietion of thias
Court, WILLIAM XNABB aliss WILL KNABB, whose
fiwz‘rmmtmmiaga%wm Jury end
these grand jurors unkuows, BARL E. KEABB, end
FRED JONES, 414 wlawfully, wilfully, knowingly,
and felenlously, bold a certsin person, to-wlt,
Alfred Smithy to & condltion of peonage, com-

pelling him, the seld Alfred Smith, against the
will of him, the sald Alfred Smith, to perform
lsbor end work to and for him, the said WILLIAM
ENARD aliss WILL KHABB, in mmt‘éf; a debt
clsimed by him, the wald WILLIAN KNAEB slias
Wil) EBABB, o be dus him, the said WILLIAM

BB alias WILL ENAEB, from him, the said

Alfred Smith,
Contrary to the form of the sbatube in
pence and dignity of the Unlbed States of America,




THIRD COU

And the grand Jjurers eforesgid, upon
thelr oaths aforesald, do fwther present:

That heretofore, to-wli, on the l4th day
of Octaber, A.D ., 1936, at, to-wit, ¥ssclenny,
in Baker County, Floride, in the Southern Distrist
of Flerids snd within the jurlsdietion of this
Court, WILLIAM KWABS slias WILL KNABB, whosme
fimtrmmmwiaw%yaaﬁjm
end these grend Jurers unknown, BARL E. KNABB,
snd FRED JONES, aid mm}:y# ’EiMFas knowe
ingly, and feloniously, hold e certsin person,
to-wit, w Baker, to a condition of peonage,
compdiing kim, the sald Bdwerd Bsker, agsiust
the viulaf him, the sald Edwgrd Balkter, to pere
form labor and work to amd for him, the sald
WILLIAM ENABB alias WILL KNABB, in payment of a
debt ewwmmmammmmmm

BB, to be due him, the mald WILLIAN KNABB
allas WILL XNABS, ﬁmm the m&ﬁm Balrer,

samaryﬁa the form of the statute In such
mmﬁ#a&ﬁgmﬁwmm the pesce and
Wy of the United States of W&Mc




s

FOURTH Gﬁm‘

And the grand jurors aforessid, upon
thelr oaths aforesslid, do further present:

That heretofors, to-~wlt, on the 1l4th
day of Ostober, &, D,, 1936, at, toewit, Mace
clemny, in Baker Gamj&y,, Floride, in the
Southern Distriet of Florida snd within the
jurisdiction of this awt, WILLIAM KNABR
alias WILEL KHABRB, whose first real and true
name is to this grand jury snd these grand
Jurors unimown, BARL E. mﬁa, sod PRED JONES,
414 unlewfully, wilfully, knowingly, and fel-
enicusly, arrest a csrtain person, to-wit,
Arther Smith, to a condition of peonage, com-
palling him, the sald Arthur Smith, against
the will of him, the said Artimr Smith, to
perform labor and work to and for him, the
sald WILLIAN KNABS aliss WILL KNABB, in pey-
ment of a debt claimed by him, the =etd
WILLIAM ENABB aliss WILL KNABB, to be due him,
Abe sald WILLIAN KNABB alies WILL KMABB, from
‘m the said Arthur Smith,

Gontrary to the form of the statute in
such ¢sse made and provided and against the
peace and dignity of the United States of America,

=

¥
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EIFZH COUNT

And the grand jurcrs aforessid, uwpon their
oaths aforesald, do further present:

That herebofore, to~wit, on the l4th
day of October, A. D,, 1936, at, towwit, Hagcw
alenny? in Bakeﬁ County, Florids, in the Southern

District of ?;arida and within the Jurisdiction
of this Court, WILLIAM KNABB sllas WILL KNABE,
whoae first real and itrue name ls to this grand
Jary and these grag& Jurors unknown, EARL E,.
EWABB, and FRED JONES, d41d unlawfully, wilfully,
knowingly, and felonlously, arrest a certaln
person, te~wit, Alfred Swmith, to a comdition
of peonage, compelling him, the sald Alfred

Swith, agelnst the will of nhim, the aaid
Alfred Smith, ko perform laber and work to end
for him, the said WILLIAW ENAEB aliss WILL KNA
in peayment of a debl clsimed by him, the sald
WILLIAK KNABB slilies WILL KNABB, to be due him,
the said WILLIAM KNABB allss WILL KNABB, frem
him, the sald AW red Emith.

Contrery to the form of the statute in
such tgse made and yﬁuﬂi@cﬁkaﬁﬁ sgainst the
pesce and dignity of the United Syates of

hmerieny




SIXTH coUNT

And the grand jurors aforesaid, upon
thelr oatha aforesald, do further present:
That heretofore, to-wii, on the l4th

ﬁ-ﬁy Qf %ﬁﬁbﬁ!’, Ab git 193‘6; at, t@“ﬂﬁy ﬁaﬂ‘”

clemny, in Baker County, Flérida, in the
Southern Mexmg‘b of Florida and within the
jurisdietion of this Court, WILLIAM KNABB
alias WILL KHABB, whose first resl and true
name is to this grand jury and these grand
jurors unknown, EBARL E. EXABB, snd ¥FRED
JONES, 41d unlswfully, wilfully, knowingly,
end felonlously, arrest a certsin person,
to~wit, Edward Baker, to a condition of
peonage, compelling him, the sald Bdwerd
Baker, agsinst the will of him, the said
Edward Bsker, to perfoms lsbor and work to
and for him, the ssid WILLIAM EKNAEB allas
WILL KNABB, in payment of o debt claimed by
him, the sald WILLIAN ENABE glias WILL KNABB,
to ’i‘aa due him, the sald WILLIAM KMAPB aliss
WILL KNABB, from him, the sald Zdward Balker,

Contrary to the form of the stetube
in such cuse made end provided and sgeingé
the pesce snd dlgnity of the United States
of America,




SESENTH COUNE

And the grand jurors aforessid, upon
their oaths afﬁrmm, do further presents

That heretofore, to~wlt, on the 14%h
day of October, A, D,, 1936, at, bo-wit, Hac

elonny, in Baker County, ¥ loride, in the
Southern District of Florida and within the
jurisdiction of this Courb, WILLIAM KNABB
aligs WILL KEAPB, whose first real and true
nane 1z to this grand jury and these grand
Jarors un¥nown, EARL E. KNABB, and FRED
JONES, did unlawfully, wilfully, knowingly,
and felonlously, rebturn a certain person,
to-wit, Arthur Smith, to = condition of
peonage, compelling him, the =ald Arthur
Smith, egainst the will of him, the said
Arthur Smith, to perform labor and work %e
and for him, the sald WILLIAM KHABE alias
WILL KHABB, In payment of a debt claimed
by him, the seld WILLIAY KHABB allas WILL
EWABB, o e due him, the ssld WILLIAM
KWABE glias WILL EWABB, from him, the sald
Artihar Smith,

Contrary to the form of the stabube
in such sese made and provided and agsinst
the pesee and dignity of the United States
of Ameriga,




And the grand jnrors aforesald, upon
their ogtha aforessid, do further presembs

That heretofore, to-wli, vn the 14th
day of Cetober, A. D,, 1936, at, to-wit, Nacw
clenny, in Baker County, Floride, in the
Southern District of Florida and within the
jurisdietion of ihils Court, WILLIAM KNABB
alias BILL KNHABB, whose first real and true
name is to this grand Juwry and these grand
jurors unknown, EARL E. ERABB, snd FRED JONES,
d1d mlawfully, wilfully, knowingly, and
feloniously, return a certain person, to-wii,

Alfred Smith, bo & condition of peonage,

compelling him, the seid Alffed Smith, sgainst
the will of him, the seld Alfred Smith, to
perform labor and work to and for him, the
said WILLIAM KNABE alisa WILL ERABR, in pay-
ment of & debt claimed by him, the sald
WILLIAM KNABB slies WILL KNABB, tobe due

him, the sald WILLIAM XNABD aliass WILL KNABB,
from hiwm, the sald Alfred Smith,

Contrary to the form of the statute
in such easme made and provided and againat
the peace and dignity of the United States
of Jmerica.




HINTH COUNE

And the grand jurers aforessid, upon
thelr oaths aforesaid, do further present:

That heretofore, to-wit, on the 14th
day of October, A, P,, 1936, at, toewit, Yac~-

clenny, in Bdrer County, Florids, in the
Southern District of Plorids and within the
Juriadiction of this Court, WILLIAM KNABB
eliag WILL KNABB, whose flrst Iraal and true
name 1s to thils grand Jury qmi these grand
Jurors unknown, EARL E. KKABE, and FRED JORES,
d1ld unlawfully, wiifu}.zy, nowingly, and fel-
smiﬁﬁsly,_ refurn a certaln peraon, towwll,
Edward Baker, to a @nﬁiti&n ol peonsge,
cemgeimg Mm* th& miﬁ Edward Baker, againat
the will of hinm, tha mm Edword Balver, to
perbra labor and work to and for him, the said
WILLIAY KNABB alles WILL KNABB, in paywent of
& debt clalmed by him, the said WILLIAM KNABB
aliss WILL KW4BB, to be dus him, the saild
WILLIAM ENABB sllfes WILL KNABB, from him,

the said BEdward Baker,

ContPary to the form of the statute
in sach esse made end provided and against
the peses end dignity of the United States
of Americe,
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WORKERS" DEFENSE LEAGUE”

" 112 EAST 19th STREET
NEW YORK CITY

-

!W
ARON S, GILMARTIN Ci?l

Executive Secrstary MI NAL D VIC‘ ON Jepuary 2lst, 1937
Representatives of S. T. F. U.

M
Q'/?LVLV.QED ;Em‘;ERSON JAN 27 1937 gm)wi 2100

W. E. SMITH

WILEY HARRIS _R E )

S. L. GOLLEHON Hon. Homer C L CEI | N 99 1097

H. L. MITCHELL Attorney=General of the VED : H JA
Department of Justice

Washington, DeCe, \ REC T"\'f D ”
Dear Mr, Cummings:- s e

Some time ago we wrote you about conditions of
"peonage" in and near Macclenny, Florida. Our official
report of such conditions was presented to the recent
Convention of the American Federation of Labor,

At that time United States Commissioner Carl Noble
was holding a preliminary hearing on charges against Will
and Earl Knabb, Fred Jones, and E, S, Halle We should like
to know his decision on these cases, and what further action,
if any, the Department of Justice plans to take in this matter,
We feel that whether or not the charges against these four
men are sustained or not, that the findings of our investiga=-
gation are of such mature as to warrant a full and complete
investigation by your Department, We strongly urge that such
action be taken, .

Very truly yours,

(ree ) Al 7

Aron Se Gilmartin,
Executive Becretarye

g

(o>

J

THE WORKERS' DEFENSE LEAGUE IS THE ONLY ORGANIZATION AUTHORIZED TO SOLICIT CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE
@163 SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS' UNION DEFENSE FUND .
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SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE SIDE
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CRIMINAL DiVisiu
Dept. Form 25 B,

¢ JAN 27 1937
Bepartment of Justice. . ,‘
| RECETVED |

Southern District of . FEOP LA s

A
mm;.__mu,-,xm_m, 1937

The ATTORNEY GENERAL, ¢ (Flace and date
Wa,shmgton, D. C. o B
Sir:. Authority to incur the following-described expense is hereby respectfully requested: Co
Nature of expense: (Describe fully, explaining the necessity—if for personal services giving proposed
rate of pay, probable duration of employment, ete.)
Te = Wy To Coleman, W. Sumbey County, Flae ~m-Mto£Wm
Jane &, 1537 as fellowss '
Arrewt, §2.00, Return, 26¢, Cemmitmen®, §$1,00, Release (Jan. 11, 1937) 60¢,
M-x‘-‘wuan*u.yﬁ‘-w--no----nuu-ad--nb o 8,78
Mileage, 18 x 3 x 123 per Mi, (13 Hiy Ne of Bushnell) wc v w ve o w « w875
Bmﬂﬁ&wﬁeﬁ{p«m«-wnuqnnnuuu-a----uun-on- 5,90

REMARES: The above named defendant Py Sheriff WeDe Coleman, Bushmell,

Flme for violation of Sectien 37 Pe :!midating & witness in & case pende/

.'mg before m.sp Biatrm ceurt) on m frai Losal Uely” M&I‘g aﬁ’&m
ik oo Wﬂﬁp&hﬁ&?ﬁammf

ol .,As' DBIITIOT sdq W vqm arfﬁ f)Lm lacigHo ol deito od) ax

momriteqoCl ads d boristor od Hm* eaiquo 1ok
Bstitnateditetaliexpuiises i ovotq borwosri od o semoqn Olﬂ%ﬁ)b 5ot by H
(¢) Personal compensation =T SNSeAANAA

Pk Rersonal expenses w1 T AT HE-cir0? e 7d bolaotbul
m@ ther 1tems 14040

..,._-_

i r———————
3 57THO QAT T#TRARTT 3D

95-18-21 DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,

. WASHINGTON, D. C. ERBifec -
Approved: !ﬁ% 2/

February 2, 19§ ém

" You are authorized to incur the above expense.

\ﬁ\ON OF REC‘.
MalLED OAQ

The United States Marshal for the Dlstnct of
is hereby directed to make payment under the gﬁ%‘ve authorization upon the pres&m of accounts in
duplicate properly prepared. Payment to be made from the appropriation

"Salaries,Bees and Expenses of Marshals, U.S. Courts, 1957,
, For the Attorney Genegal: .
Bibmeq) &rion Mottnson

Brien Mclia) , Assistant Attorney General.
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Coleman, Liori&ﬂﬁf 341436
Decembei 28,1936

RECET VED

——g

Hon. Homer Cummings
Attorney General Re:; U. 8. vs. Knabb, et al,

Washington, D. C. — —
’ DO R

B
Dear Attorney General Qummings:- e &%@

UIPARTNENT OF JUST -
Enclosed you will find copies of Yetters wrnitiderdsl 1y
to U. 8. Senator Claude Pepper and C;wg,ﬁ%Pdre 5, L1AKeRE 8B RECD. ..

Congressman Lex Green. ) d§j§CMM;mvw¥ﬁHE§

S

The reason this letter has been written is because
I have been reliably informed by parties close to some of
the defendants in the above case that the hopes of sald de-
fendants in this matter were through political pressure; that
the matter has been taken up or will be taken up immediately
through the officers named in behalf of said defendant to try
to smear the matter in this case over as prejudice between tur-
pentine operators which is unwarranted, as nelther myself or
my brother who was insulted at the point of plstols, own a
turpentine still nor do I have any personal grievances against
any of the defendants whatever.

In addition to political pressure, which more than
likely will be brought by the defendant, Knabb, they having
plenty of money and influence in their locality; there are
steps being taken at this time, as I have reported to the De-
partment of Justice, in contacting the government witnesses
to buy them off and if not successful, I feel sure there will
be intimidation.

I have given the Department of Justice in Jacksonville
full details of the actions which are being taken at this time
in the contacting of said witnesses, which has already been
done.

The importence of this case means a lot to the labor
situation here in Florida. The eyes of the turpentine operatars
are turned on the oubtcope of this case. If the defendant are
brought to Justice, the situation will be cleared up. If the
United 8tates does nothing, then Mr. Knabb will be bigger than
the Federsal Government, For that reason, together with the
facet that Mr. Knabb has money, I would appreciate that the
merits of this case be gone into fully and that if Mr. Knabb
and the defendants are innocent that they be turned loose, but
if they are guilty, which I am sure they arse as they are plenty
of eye witnesses willing and ready to testify in this particular
case besides others that are willing to testify in other cases,
whereby Knabb has been sought to be brought to justice and never
could be done, let them pay the price of confinement as any oth-
er poor devil would should he have done the same actlons as these

defendants.




o el e bt FE e %, OISRl ) S " O o £ { g St AT T ey oo
!{‘%,’w,"ﬁi:&#‘;?ff?’fgf:W‘z‘ﬁ,{w’f‘;;zk:f??!i g, w@m&f%&@w;%*ﬁuj%ﬁi%%ﬁ?ﬁ‘%*? 2B W@%@%ﬂ%w@%ﬁ%

Hon. Homer Cummings
December 28, 19356

Page #2 .

The Preacher incident in Arkensas is a slight case
and a minor incident compared with the uphanded methods
that have been carried on by Mr. Knabb in the operation of
his various turpentine enterprizes., I noticed your comment
in the paper on the conviction of Mr. Preacher and you and
your department will also gain recognition in these actions
4f this matter is carried fully to proper justice.

Please accept my apology for writing this lengthy
letter, but I would like for you to investigate this matter
and see that none of the witnesses are bought over, intimi-
dated or that political pressure is brought in in any way,
shape or form in this matter, if so that you will be in a position
to combat same.

Thanking you in the above, I am

Sincerely youn

Copy to:

J. E. Hoover
Washington, D. C.
Department of Justice
Jacksonville, Florida

Enclosures 3.
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Goleman, Florids
mmher 28,1036

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover
Department of Justice

@%m&&%ﬂ; De Go
Re:. United States vEa.
Dear Mre. Hoover:iw bb, et al.

Enclosed you will m uép&w of lettors write-
ten to attorney generel Gummings, alse dopies of letters
written to Semsbors Claude @wyar Cs 04 Anfrewe and Con~
gressman Ieox Green, wmaentm;wea of this state relative
to the above matter.

These leiters bave been writien because as yom
will notice political pregsure is mnow being sought o in-
terfere in fthe above oese. Such has been the informatien
regeived by the writer from close suthoritles of the dow
fendanta, Also because various actions are being aken
to eontact the government witnesses here in Coleman by
men who we know are olose Lo My, Enabb apd the defendants

" and we feel sure that unless we give and your department

this information that the defendant t not be willing %o
give the Marmtiw tmt they bave when the proper time
CONes o gg y vhen nogroes 9@3 offered m or
either intimiﬁa to fwga% mt they knowy

CHSC MEBNE & ké@&immmwaﬁmww

) This
Florids eng tp the labor si fsin and the outoume of this

?}am&g wm m&. by | agsgégam %&iﬁh& State.,
,.mm ore o0, then
the Federal ammat iﬁ» s m ‘m W#

;xug E_‘g »Eﬁ
0 - y

1 bend: *?«*‘%"g e
v%%&

I give you this informetion in order to
know thet xagﬁﬁ politienl hﬂmx&e might bs ng@%
bear on Mﬁ

With personsl regards and best wishes, I am

S8ingerely yours,




goleman, Floride
Decomber 28, 19586

Hon,. Clsude Popper
United States Somntor
Tallalnsses, Florids

Doty Leapntor Depperiw

I have Leon infarped that political prege-
% wwsh you, Hepator Androus,
551; pther Mmmﬁau
t&m M m W i.n vashington in behalf of M,
Zmabb and obhers of M&my ﬁ&m nwe beon arrested
in & poonage oREG.

Xamam ﬁmtm are avere that the cese is
mnough that the tion of labor af its con-

r:&%em&mwmmmhwmgmwm
now exist in thizs state,

:mm&mmmmazmwhgn

fofs clear ‘é“’&ﬁ&m&mm

up to this tine that it vas.
mmm&m of %w poople will
atrustion of this department

a _ i N . b
Sanator to mmm
fientions and faly




Hone Clande e
mm;m
Page §8

#ith kindest persopal regavds and best
wishos for the New Year, X sm

Sinoevely yours,

We G Bogdse




Sives Of tho peopie I 1
Enabb and others of HeCleomney who hmwe been ervested
in & psommge oaaG.

- k am sure that you are swape that the oase is
serious envugh that the mtion of lLabor at ita gon~
vontion has taken stepe o bave the mmtter properly
afred out, mwumaz&mwmmawmwm
rids who ave interested in the labor eonditions we they,
now exist in this Htate.

I hope tiat the informmtion that I lmve been
given is wpong and that neither you vor at&wa&‘
our representatives will interfers w&m

aé;m tnt Mx was I pding
¥
regentatives of the peopis i mgekm first in W
pertment i.n thelr duties.

m&xmﬁm
, ou are gus 28 to reprosen
and my intepest, mwx*&m”gw 1@%&1&
sugh eonfidence mmxm wmmw
awwm & in the fvtwre

Senabop to represent tma ﬁaww based -
ﬂmm ﬁ!ﬁi m RS T M W m

ing you this letber

tesors tods Jevter s

ma ummm o leok
 merite wm sammmwwmw waye
#ill apsizt in seeing that
m not, well m
her, If 36 bes bega Drgugh

e - -
PRIETRCRR T ST B - oS 4P




Hone Ge 0o Andrews
W%&@m
" .

. With kindest pevrsorml rogards and best
wishes for the New Yeap, I sm

Sinporely yours,

W Go Doyds
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forned that polésical pesw

mmbawugmm ym*mew&mmmd

Semator gg%af snd muwm mmfwmw

the m o amw behal, Ena

othere of haye Deéen wmﬁﬁ in a peomsge
*®

~ I an sure et you &re ware tiat the case is
serious onough that the mmﬁzm of Labor st i1ts pone
vention hap teken stepe to Imve the matber properly
aired out, likewise other citisens in the umw of Flo=
r&é&&e&whﬁw&ﬂé&a@l&wmﬁit&mww
now exint in this Stete.

g&mi&w«m@x @mﬁ ithe %mm“mfw
ne. » nor 8
' resantatives will Mﬁwﬁ‘éﬁg& w&% oy
WWMMM&& 2 ﬁﬁhﬁﬁa&

‘ gL : W M’W ar g "'&i'_!éxfshz : 534 L
am of polities, I m baen mmﬁm
wmmmmwkm, 1 hope Flgride sep»
resentatives of the people will not bo fivet in the obe

styustion of this dopariment in thelr duides.

I agnin o m&m for writing this letter
ané 1 mmamm baen Drought . ,m e
gg any of the defendani W &M W W
into mw@mtwmmmfwmw“w
m& m agtion I wg ign will asalat in seedng that

i oarrisd. doss me% well than
nore me mabber &m If 4% bes bogn W

(Pt S St B i
oy fud %M’ﬁ? @ et of any mm
: w;‘ Py - e 2 ~, P

. with kindeat personal regards end best wishes,
am

Sinoorely yours,

%4 Gy Bogds
Copy o3
ne Homepy Cumaings
Y mw
ingbon, e Ge
- %@Mm, B.. Qu
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¢ C@INAL DIVISION

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

DGY :RM UNITED STATES ATTORNEY DEC 211936

J=1635~J SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

i ) ::’W O
Jacksonville, December i,v,I:T@%eLC&JIVED f

The Attorney CGeneral, .
Washington, D. C, T

In re: United States v, William Knabb, Earl
E. Knabb, Fred Jones, and Edward Ste-
wart Hall, Jr., involving peonage.

Your symbols: BM 50-18-12

an——————

*

Sir:

In reply to your letter of December llth, the writer
is handling the above case and will state definitely that
this case will be presented to a grand jury for indictment
the early part of February. The grand jury is to be held
at Tampa, Florida, the exact date in February has not yet
been set by the judges.

The writer would very much appreciate the Department
forwarding memorandums and forms of indictments under the

peonage statute,

Respectiilly,

HERBERT S. PHILLIPS,
United States Attorney.

Citniy

" Damon G. Yerkes
Assistant United Stafed Attorney

s &Q@%ﬁ,,&f
goRsed o T
k 5071€ (Y

R W it

13 ”;’ﬁ“?ﬁi Egilg t‘}“ éi T‘;:’{’
K 3 . s A%
RV Dan ¢
. ‘ : ‘;;'
dunvﬂyv-w 3

CAli, DIV.~FISHER




< AR AR S G VI e B e st 0 s

Hre Helter White, ﬁmw,

¥utional Associstion for the
Advencenent of Colored Peopls,

69 FLrsh dvanun,

New York, Hew Yw&a

Desr Mr. ¥hites

The Attoroey Genernl has reguested me to reply
to your letter of Decesber 8, 1958, kmhmwﬁ
tmmma:mmm,mmaw«
bave held & musber of persens st Hscelenny, Flerids.

Tou are sassured that mue matter will reoeive
propeor atbention.

tmwsmmmmawmmwum~
faction opn the Pescher conviotion in Arkanses.

VYery touly yours,

Erien HoMshon,
Apslstent Attorney. Generals




i
mﬂ'Ol’\lAL OFFICERS MIONAL ASSOCIATION QR THE EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE oo wure  sscesans

J. E. SPINGARN

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK Roy WILKINS
DR. Louis T. WRIGHT ASSISTANT SECRETARY
TELEPHONE: ALGONQUIN 4 3551 WILLIAM PICKENS

VICE-PRESIDENTS
DIRECTOR OF BRANCHES

NANNIE H. BURROUGHS

HON ARTHUR CAPPER ficial Organ: isi;
BIOSHOP JOHN A. GREGG o o gan. The Crisis ‘ DaisYy E. LAMPKIN

REV. JOHN HAYNES HOLMES FIELD SECRETARY

JAues Véfkg?g“*’ggﬁ?_f I CR,M’NAL DjVIS]OM i ax CHARLES H, HousToN

ARTHUR 8, SPING
OSWALD Gmmsou Vu.umo SPECIAL COUNSEL
JUANITA E. JACKSON "~

TREASURER ) -
SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO TRE,,

MARY WHITE OVINGTON! ; DEC 9 ’936 . SECRETARY \-\
! : December 8, 1936

BOARD OF DIBBLBEECEIVED | (%@ﬂ?ﬁ' ‘ W

tianta A. T. Wald —
galtimore Carl Mu‘::phe;l My dear Mr. Atto rney General:
Cambridge, Mass. Prof. Manley O. Hudson —

Charleston, W.Va. T. G. Nutter
Chicago Slavenos Darrow - cholson Will you permit me, on behalf of the Natlonal

Cleveland Hop Hary E. Davis  ASSOciation for the Advancement of Colored People, to

Denver L. H. Lightner express the hope and to urge that your Department
Detrolt Hom Mmooy ~ determinedly and vigorously investligate and proceed
Emporla, Kas.  Willlam Allen White g on§nst those persons responsible for holding a con-

Newark, N, J. Grace B. Fendarson

New York Lilllan A. Alexande siderable number of Negroes in peonage at Macclenny,

Rev, Hutchens C Blshop

Marlon Guth w Flo ri da.

nnett
Kev. Jokn Haynes Holmes We are In possession of the-reporf of an

%ﬁ;}f"h‘;‘{_g‘g;{"}{°§g§%‘m investigation made by several individuals, one of them

Arthur W, Litte Dy, C. F. Duncan, President of our Jacksonv:Llle Florida,

James Marshall

2&‘3?’“"‘%“%93.”353" Branch, which sets forth that a turpentine operator by
sl B Bradin the name of Will Knabb, holds these Negroes imprisoned,

Hon. Charles E, Toney

praces Wiiams .~ 2llows none of them to leave the place, utilizes sples
Northampton, b wiam Ausn Nemson®1d StO0l-pigeons, one of them by the name of Cobb;
Oklahoma City  Roscoe Dunjes that he foreces the turpentine workers to work from day-
St foephia  adoro Marth . DTeak to darkness, forces them to purchase all supplies
Springfleld, Mass. Rev. Willlam N. DeBerry at a commissary which is owned by Knabb, beats and
Waco, Texne R . mvans " otherwise mistreats them when they attempt to leave,
Washington  Sterliog A. Brown u 814 apprehends all persons who do flee by a system of
camps which surround the community.
NATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTER

Pt a2 popngars This is the case which was presented to the

Baward i hMachs recent ‘convention of the Americaen Federation of Labor

e Ve g Nenturter at Tampa, and the facts, we understand, have been
Cotumbia, 8. C. . 3. Froderiok placed in detail before your Department.
We sincerely hope and believe that the
Herbort K. Stockt Department of Justice will proceed as vigorously,e and
Pittsburgh, Pa. Homer S, Brown successfully in this instance a&s it did in the réhent
Toledo, Oltlo Jeass 8. Teslip Peacher conviction in Arkansas, upon which we wis

Washington, D.C. Willlam H, Hastle
Wilnington, Del. Yo 1. Teddtg express 4dur congratulations ‘end apprdc

‘ ﬁ%e“r cerely,
} qCl o ) %"b

\w Secretary

. o C i .
gggar%xgg;i gf gﬁigis K 5 12 ’m/ g //i

07

Washington, D. C. PropRYMONT GF JUSTIOE

WW/RR } MAR 7 (835 Am.
ENDORSED BY' THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, ORK \
. DIVIS U, OF RECURDS
How do your Candidates for the Senate and House of Representatives stand on Federal egs[ﬁaau...——‘-—
Chi M. DW*BUTLER
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thmm;wmw of your lettar of
Dacember 1, 1936, concerning alleged pesusge in msviam*&,yof
mmw Fioride, snd the statemsnts emtam therein m'm
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4s you are no Soubt gwers, this eomplaint hﬂim
reosiving attention by the United mm Attorney =t Tacksonville.
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I CRivna DIVISION s
)

! DEC 7 193 |
{ RECEIVE: 2} g
- o ¥ —TE
Hon. Homer 8. Cummings hﬁ;iélﬂmlﬁimmL;gsz

U. 8. Attorney General bdﬁf“ﬁ*fi*=ﬁ3ﬁﬂﬁ
Washington, D. C. Ll T R
- ¢ .k,‘u’u;;

Dear Attorney General Cummings:- | @Mﬁ.mvgﬂéﬁéimwm

Some days pest I read with interest where Mr. Preacher &
was convicted in Arkansas for slavery of negroes. I read this ¢,
wlth interest because of the fact thaet the State of Florida and
the Pederal Government has the same situation to contend with
here. I likewise read an article or a statement in the paper
whereby you were greatly pleased with sald conviction.

I wish to call your attention to matters as they exist
- here in Florida at thls time, particularly regarding a matter
of slavery and peonage which has taken place in McClenney Flo=-
rida, same being a falr example of what is going on in other
pleces.

At this time Mr. CerdlNobles, United States Commissioner
at Jacksonville Florida has under bfs advisement a hearing where-
in Mr. Will Knebb and Earl Knabby’together with Fred Jones and Mr.,
Hall, Knabb's assistants, are under charge of peonage. The cir-
cumstances under which these parties were arrested was related to
the Department of Justice who investigated and found facts suffi-
cient to make the arrest above, and on the 19th day of November
1936 a preliminery hearing was hsd. At this hearing only suffi-
eient facts were presented as thought necessary to bind these de-
fendants over. At this hearing, there was, in addition to the two
eye witnesses who testifled to the mlastreatment given out by the
two Knabbs and their assistants, three other eye witnesses present
plus other witnesses who had been mistreated at Knabb's hands.

I would appreciate very kindly if you would make further
investigations and see that this case is investigated fully and
every effort ls made to bring around the true facts and true gon-
ditions herein.

Please do not miaunderstand me in saying that I do not
think the Department of Justice 1s making every effort they cen
to bring about a binding over and later an indictment on the Knabbs,
likewise the District Attorney's office, through thelr able assist-
ant, nevertheless, I do know thet there is plenty of money behind
the two Knabb persons and I do know that money taelks as it has
talked in the past in this slavery and peonage anéd servitude which
has existed here in Florida., I do know that if the Federal Govern-
ment fails in this attempt at this time to bring about Justice what
will take place hereafter in the turpentine and operation of same,
slavery end servifiude here in Florida. It will show that the Knabbs
not only cecontrol the territory surrounding MeClenney but that they
are bigger than the Federal Government as they have often made their

braggs.
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Hon. Homer S. Cummings
December 1, 1936 )
Pa.ge 2.

If you or any of your workers, regardless of what Depart-
wment they might be in, desire further and fuller information
relative to the clircumstances, facts and evidence of servidude
as administered by the Knabbs of McClemney, I will be glad to
furnish same, and if any of it is found to be of a selfish mo-
tive or of a prejudicial type on my part, I will ask you to go
no further. :

Thanking you very kindly in the above and assuring you
further thet we have clrcumstances that exist here in Florida a
great deal worse than the Preacher slavery in Arkensas.

Very truly yours,

/G Doyl

W. G. BOYD.

Copy to:

Department of Justice
Jadksonville, Floride

r. Damon Yerkes

U. 8. District Atty.
Jacksonville, Florida

Hon. Dave Sholtz

gowernor, Tallahassee, Fla.
Hon. Williem Green, Pres.
American Federation of Labor
Washington, D. C.

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover
Washington, D. C.




Colaman, Florida
Becember 1, 1936.

Depariment of Justice
Jackeonville, Florida

Attention:~ Mr, Kathan:
Dear Hr. Hathans~

Enclosed you will find wvaripus coples of letters
that I have written pertalining to the Emabd matter. Since
the Federation of Labor, since Governor Sholitz and since
Attorney Genersl Cummings were 2o well plessed in the Prea~
cher eonvietion had in Arlmnses, I see no reagon we gould
not get these same authorities {nterested in the Knabb metter
and pressure and investigation apd assiatance be given you
and your department and Mr. Yerkes end his office. For that
reason I tock &% upon myself to ask these suvthorities to in~
vestigate fully the condibtions whish have existed at MeClenw
ney and the wrgent need of this particular cass being proper~
1y presented before all authorities for Florida¥s saeke, for
laborts sake together with humenityts sake.

Domtt misunderstand any of my intentione because I
realize thet you amd your Depar £, togeither with Nr. Yer-
kes and his office have boen most diligent in this eese, bub
1 just feel like thet with all the evidence awailable in thie
case if obmviebion cen not be had it wounld be fubile Lo go
forward with othey cases which might srise here in Florida,
The outecme of this case mesns s¢ mush not mi to' the State
of Flprids, bt llkewliase to lsbor and ite tion.

 Assuping you that I sppreciste all past favers and
if there is aﬁ%m I ebn do, pleage do not hesitate to
Thanking you very kindly, I am
Very trualy yowrs,

We G. BOYD.
Gopy to:
Attorney General Cummings
hr% P G
Wag B Ko
Juckeemville, Fia.
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Goloman, Plorlda
December 1, 1836.

NG|
. 5
fion« Pave Sholts U\ X%
Tallahnsses, Pla.
Pear Governor Sholigie

I ave read for the last two days artieles in
the paper wherein president Green of the American Fedse-
ration ef laber ang th mmm sonneoted with laber
have asked mgu a thorough investigation to
eiroums tances ting ham in Florids pertaining te
peonsge and slavery servitude.

I am indeed glad to see that you and the State
ﬁ Florids W to mwwi@am sm;hﬁma there
now exis t Hollenney and 8 othe ees
eircums tances whieh should nob & anyw mgh
tioularly the State of Florida.

*Xms will r;m ww of & letter herein wyitton %o
1 vusmings relative to the mwm M

were srpested with theiy assistents for peonnge
bendiing of negrees and in this instance the ml.tmm%
ment of white parties.

thmumwmmktma ou and your
investigators esll upon me and I will be g to assist
and them in every respect w@umwwntmm~
of thiz mabter,

‘\(5?5

Thanking yeu very kindly in the sbove and wsmg
you that I heo thiamtsw 11 be properly gﬁ
and that it mwmwwmmmwmm
the Stete of Floridu who have besn maleing such practices
as the Enabbs.

Yory tmaly yours,

Y. G. BOYD,

Paes s mdTHB i ‘ﬁ ”;%”@g\»§& ﬁ”i ool e e L M el - “oaon T P - N P o — e a o e
“ . Wﬁwﬁﬁ&m@%ﬁm%ﬁ%&ﬂﬁmwé@wﬁwmmﬁmy&m YK st A 1 T o A A Rt a
. ) . -
: L. L 2 .

{




Goieman, Florida
December 1, 1888,

Bons Williem Green, Fros.
American Federation of Labor
waghington, De G4

Deay Hy. Greon:=

I bave read in the papers for the pest several

days the action which you and lsber took on the geomge
and slavery servitude sondlilion as they now exist here
in Plorids. I make particulsr reference to the Meflenney
matter which I have full informsation it baving been
my brethor sho was meltreated and u& around st the
polint of guns by the Xnaebb perties and thelr two asslet-
ente wnder arrest by the Federal Government at this time.

I would eppreciaste if mnﬁzmw lubor opganize~
tion would sontinue to ke efforts to slesn up the sito~
stion which now exists in not only Flopids but possibly
other places., I do know that there is sufflcient asyidence
it properk opented to the right authorities to bring
abouk in this MeClenney case, end thst thls
will be an to 81l other operators if ¥y, Enabb
and his two assistants ean he eomvioted, notwithstanding
all of the money they have to stave off conviation, it
will be a victory for not only labor but for the United
Stetes Government,

Thanking you again for the purt whieh labor hes taken

gmi i feel sure will teke in pushing this mitter to justice,
am

Very tmly yours,

gl @t WQ




Coleman, Florida
Decembexr 1, 1836,

Hon. Damon G. Yerkes
Assistant V. 5. Attorney
Jagksonville, Floride

Dear ¥Hr. Yerkeg:=

Englozed you will find ocoples of lstters written
to Attorney Gemeral Cummings, Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Gove
emor Shelts and Mr. ¢reemn of the Ameriecan ¢M@a~&§.&m
of Labor and to the Department of Justise wherein I
hope these people can get arronsed suffigient whereby
farther asslstance oan be glven you and the Department
of Justiece and bring about the proper sonviction which
should be hrd in this EXmabb maiter. I see no reéssen in
-the world with the emeunt of evidence which we have that
these parties should net be bound over emd if beund over,
I feel confldent that when the matter is presented to a
grand jury that indlietments will be properly brought.

If I md the time I would have ssked you personally
vhether it was Wr to write these letters beocause I
would do nothin ish would make you think that prepsr
and diligent efforts hed not been had by you and 3 ol

fiee besause they bave and I have tried te make myself

clear Im the letb which I have written that you office
and the Depariment of Justice sre doimg their duties,
Bevertheless, I hope you will appreciate my position in
that I went justiee to be brought Abeut in this partieu~
lay oase due to the faet thet there is so much woney Lo~
hind 4t and they have made the byaggs that the Government
and eothers bhad trisd %o reach them before and it could not
be done and it would nol ba done in this instance.

Thanking you very kindly to let thisz sontinue to
have your diligemt and conselentious efforts as it hmm
in the past, I mm e ‘

very truly yours,

w. 9‘ mm‘

Dopartaent of Justice
Jagkesonville, Plorida.
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Unltod Shates sthorony,
Tempa; Flovidas *
Dear Mrs PRI1Mipa;

The soknovlodges reoe!
of Decasber 4th relative o the .
W114em ) ,n”: g*%% the cane of Tult

Smvolving paomage, In this

the Department has memorande, e of indistments unlder the
poomge statnte and will be the sene 4f
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE - JINAL DIVISIGH

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

nee 8 1936

D SR y
Jacksonville, December 4, 1936, h@;@;EQIXJTEJEE

R ] JE—— o,

The Attorney Genersal,
Washington, De C.

-
s

In re: United States v, William Knabb, Earl
E, Knabb, Fred Jones, Edward Stewart
Hall, Jr.
Your symbols: BM 50-18-12

In reply to your letter of December lst, the
writer appeared before Carl Noble, Unlted States Com-
missoner, on the 19th day of November, 1936, at which
time the government introduced testimony in the above
css6., This office and the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, working together at the hearing, declded to put
on only two of the witnesses so that the whole of the
government's case would not be disclosed to the defen-
dants as certain of the witnesses might be tampered
with if 1t was known that they were materlal witnesses.

At the close of the government's case, attor-
neys for the defendants moved that the defendants be
releassed. The Commissioner took the case under advise-
ment and this morning handed down the decislon that the
motion to release the defendants was denled, indicating
that he would hold the defendants under the same bond,
the United States having moved the court at the time of
hearing to increase the bonds of each of the defendants
to $5000,00. At this point, attorneys for the defendants
moved the court for time within which to produce witnesses,
whereupon the Commissioner set a hearing on the 1llth day
of December, 1936, at which time the defendants will be
allowed to produce such witnesses as they desire.

E
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: This office has received full reports from
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the ¢ ase is

DEFARTHRENT oF 172
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The Attorney General,
December 4, 1936, -2

on the complaint docket. An indictment will Dbe
prepared and the case presented to the next grand
jury which will be held in Tampa, the exact date
of which has not been set by the Judges of this
District.

Reapectfully,

HERBERT S. PHILLIPS,
United States Attorney.

Lnwray Gleite=

Damon G, Yerke
Assistant U, S. Afforney
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ADDRESS REPLY TO
*“THE ATTORNEY GENERAL"*
AND REFER TO

INITIALS AND NUMBER & DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
(&

BM WASHINGTON, D. C.

T e

60-18-12

December 9, 1936.

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. MoMAHON. ,D}z%/\vvk
Referring to your memorsndum of the 4th instant con-

cerning the peonage cases arising out of the turpentine camps

in Florida, there is attached a letter from the United States

Attorney, dated December 4th, showing the status of the matter,

and also a letter from M#, W. G. Boyd of Coleman, Florida, who

wes the original cemplaimant. Ascording to the Bureau report

Mr, Boyd is an intelligent young mah with olean cut appeerance

and would make an excellent witness.

From the facts so far sutmitted it leoks to me as
though this is a good case, and while the Camnissioner at the
f£irst hearing denied the defendantst motion for their release,
it does appear their attorneys moved the ocourt fer time within
which to produce witnesses, and the Commissioner set a hesring
for the 11th instant, at whieh time the defendants will be
allewed to pradnce suoh wi'bnesses as they desire.

It is my opinion that a Speoial Assistent should be
assigned to handle this case.

Respectfully,

AR

H, A. FISEER.

PERARTMEYT
. .
Bi{/ Lo y
DIVISION uF £ .08

TCRIM; BIV~FISHFR
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¥r. Willlen Green; President,
-Angricsn Federation of Labor,
Tempa, Flovide,

¥y dear Wy, Green:

The Attorney Genersl has ssked ms to ao-
knowladge your letter of November £8th with respset
to the sharges of pecnage which have been made agningd

certein persona jn Mscolemny, nosr Jacksonville,
Florida,

I assure you that we shell look into the
situation very carefully.

Very truly yours,

Brien ﬁ@%ﬁﬁhﬁﬂg
Assistent Abtorney General.

AT A A S

ey
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OAMERICAN FEDERYTION OF LABOR

AR

Executive Council
President, WILLIAM GREEN

y-T

FRANK M N

A. F. of L. Building, Washington, D. C.

First Vice-President, FRANK DUFFY,
Car - oo o

8econd Vice-President, T. A. RICKERT,

621 Bible House, New York, N. Y.
Third Vice-President, MATTHEW WOLY,

570 Lexington Ave., New York, N. Y.
Fourth_Vice-President, JOEN COEFIELD,

Machinists’ Building, Washington, D. C.
Fifth Vice-President, ARTHUR O WHARTON,

Machinists’ Bullding, Washington, D. C.
Sixth Vice-President, JosEPE N. WEBER,

1450 Broadway, New York, N. Y.
Beventh Vice-President, G. M. BUGNIAZET,

1200 Fifteenth 8t., N. W.,Washington, D. C.

Ind.

LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE NATIONAL 3870-1-2-3-4
CABLE ADDRESS, AFEL.

Eighth Vige-President, GRO, M, HARRISON,
Rallway Clerks’ Bldg., Cineinnati, O.

Ninth Vice-President, DANIBL J. TOBIN,
222 East M Street, I 1i

Tenth Vlce-Presldon% HARRY C. BATES,
815 Fifteenth St , N. W., Washington, D. C

Eleventh Vice-President, EDWARD J. GAINOR,
408 A. F. of L. Building, Washington, D. C.

‘Twelfth Vice-President, W. D. MAHON,
260 Vernor Highway, East, Detrolt, Mich.
Thirteenth Vice-President, FELIX H. KNIGHT,
400-403 Carmen's Bldg., Kansas City, Mo.
Fourteenth Vice-President, GEORGE E. BROWNE,
Earle Bullding, Wasghington, D. C.

Ind.

Fifteenth Vice-President, EpwARD FLORB,
426 Woodbridge Avenue, Buffalo, N: Y.

AT 3 e, S i i SR DABEL U s St ref it

Hshinglon, D. €.

Tampa, Florida,
November 28, 1936,

Sir:

e i et Bty it ra B N e o e o g S Pt Bk s

I officially request you to institute an inves-

tigation of charges of peonage among negro workers employed
in the turpentine production industry at Macclenny, Florida.

RS- TP

I will greatly appreciate such action as you may
find 1t possible to take in this particular matter.

Respectfully submitted,

President,
American Federation of Labor.
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Honorable Homer S. Cummings,
Attorney General of the United States,
Department of Justice, Washington, D.C.
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ADDRESS REPLY TO
““THE ATTORNEY GENERAL"
AND REFER TO

*  INITIALS AND NUMBER

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
BM WASHINGTON, D. C. BM:MR

—p

December 4, 1936. "

L

A

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. FISHER

We had better watch the peonage cages arising out M
of the turpentine camps in Flerida pretty carefully.
Do you think it necessary to assign a Special

Assistant?

ey
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Brien McMahon,
Agsistant Attorney Genera
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| g [~ CRIMINAL DIVISION
WERRKERS' DEFENSE BAGUE

[12 EAST 19th STREET nEc 4 1998
NEW YORK CITY

ALGONQUIN 40346 RE

ARON S, GILMARTIN

Executive Secretary

Representatives of S. T. F. U. Decem'ber §J:_d +-1 936
HOWARD KESTER

QT?“\ .
WILLIAM R. AMBERSON xoﬂ oL OF TQ@
W. E. SMITH

WILEY HARRIS BEC

. L. GOLLEHON £C <= 1936
H. L. MITCHELL \V C
- a .
Ly gext
Mr, Ugo Carusi, Exec. Asst to S
Homer S. Cummings, Atbtorney-General

Office of the Attorney General
Weshington, D.C.,

Dear Mr., Carusi:-

Thenk you for your letter of December lst.
We shall await with a great deal of anticipa'i:‘ion"che results
of your investigation at Macclenny. .

We shall be glad to hear from you at that

V‘e‘i’y ‘bruly yours,

‘%&;

WORKERS' DEFEE%E LEAGUE
\

| q,;zew
d()—-/?~/a,

DEPARTHENT F &t
f}tﬂ 8‘ ) "‘*,jgc
BIVISION Gy ‘% ‘,4

VIR O, Fisher.

“rE

-

- i

THE WORKERS' DEFENSE LEAGUE IS THE ONLY ORGANIZATION AUTHORIZED TO (SOLICIT CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE
A 168 SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS‘ UNION DEFENSE FUND
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Decenber 1, 1936,

%,
E04F ) > "4

e, ﬁrm 8¢ Gllmsptin,
fzecutive Secvetury,
Werkers® Defente League,
112 Best 19th am@t,
How m @

L4 ém m%mm:

’ﬁw %mg%mimwkeam to ap-
or of November 24 with respect te
s.which heve besy made ageihst

oy, nesr J‘mk#miﬁa »
ﬁwm

o sppraclate your a&mmg us the ine
forsatics Which Bas cowe te you, end &smc that
we M 1ook into the aim%w W 1%

3@&2’& vary ml?t

Breoutive Assistant
to the it%may @saa«ml.
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TTORNEY GENERAL ‘

From
TH’A

to

Official indicated below by check mark

Solicitor General Reed.
Assistant to the Attorney General Keenan

Assistant Attorney General Dickinson

Assistant Attorney General Jackson

Assistant Attorney General Morris

Assistant Attorney General Blair

Assistant Attorney General McMahon

Assistant Solicitor General Bell

Mr. Hoover, Director of Investigalion

Mr. Bates, Director of Prisons

Mr. Martin, Director of War Risk Bureau

My, Lawrence, Taxes and Penalties.

The Administrative Assistant

My. Holtzoff, Special Assistant

Mr. Miller, Advisory Committee on Crime

Board of Parole

Myr. Lyons, Pardon Attorney

Mr. McClure, General Agent

Mr. Donaldson, Chief Clerk

Mr. Moore, Division of Records

Mr. Sornborger, Appointment Clerk

Mr. Suydam

Mzr. Carusi

Mr. Gates

Miss O’Brien

Miss Lamke
My, Willard

MEMORANDUM
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U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE

88327 %’)
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WgRKERS' DEFENSE LgA\GUE

I12 EAST 19+h STREET
NEW YORK CITY _

*
ALGONQUIN 4-0346

ARON S. GILMARTIN
Executive Secretary

Reprasentatives of 5. T. F. U.
HOWARD KESTER
WILLIAM R, AMBERSON
W. E. SMITH
WILEY HARRIS

s L GOLLEHoN  Homer T. Cummings ig,%a

H. L. MITCHELL Attorney-General, UsS.A. “
Department of Justice Building UEPART win
washington, DeCoey . : L : .?‘.g

URegran .
Dear Sir:- L

o8 DIV-FISH

Your department has been 1nVestigat1ng and hol
on & charge of "peonage" brought by two Negroes against will and Farl
Knabb and others, owners or operators of a turpentine refinery in
Macclenny neer Jacksonville, Florida. -

We understand that the two Negroes base thelr charge on theuf
fact that they weré prevented from leaving their jobs in the refine
by threats and other intimidation by their employers.

" ﬁﬁ 7¢

.

The Workers' Defense League has had made a preliminary 1mresti-
gation of conditions in the town of Macclenny. This report shows, and we
feel sure that any thorough investigation of the situetion would bear it
out, that "the entire Negro population of Mecclenny working in the tur-
pentine refinery are held in a condition of virtual peonage and slavery.

o nbiy

ey

None is allowed to leave the place and all live in a constant fear of
violence'. '

It is generally believed that the owners meintain a spy system
whereby they are kept informed of everything that goes on in the Negro
"guarters®. Also, these informers even slip under the shacks at night and
eavesdrop on ‘the conversation of the people witliin to see if they may-
detect some hint of dissatisfaction which might indicate that someone wes
harboring thoughts of f"escape'.

TTER, omnf/az -

WS- BY LE

It is further stated by our informers:

"The turpentine workers are forced to toil from daylight until they

cen no longer see at night. For their labors they receive pay ranging
from 50 cents per day to $1.00. A vVery few receive as much as §1.35

per day. They are forced to purchase their supplies at the commissary
owned by Knabbe Prices at this commissary are almost double regular
retail prices. For example, white bacon, which can be bought in Tampae
stores for 15 cents per lb., cost 25 cents per lb., in Knabb's commi‘s‘é'ary.
8ix pounds of plain flour cost 40 cents in the commissary and the same: %
grade can be bought for 24 cents at the retail stores. When the wages‘ ‘

. o ) 1.
R
- THE WORKERS' DEFENSE LEAGUE IS THE ONLY ORGANIZATION AUTHORIZED TO SOLICIT CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE
g@eies SOUTHERN TENANT FARMERS' UNION DEFENSE FUND
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Homer T. Cummings 11/24/36

of the turpentine workers are translated into purchasing power it
is easy to see thatmny of them are working for 25 cents per day.
One man spent $2.,00 outside of the commissary & little while back
and he was told that his pay of $10.00 would be held up until he
purchased all his goods at the commissary.

"Any desire on the part of the inmates to escape is effectively
thwarted by the realization of possible consequences. Men may
suffer beatings, their very lives may be threatened if they attampt
to leave. By & system of camps which swrround tlie community they
are able to head off any fleeing slave."

“
Y
s

We say that if these charges are tr\u\s.‘ then slavery and
peonage existy as surely in the state of Florida as in Arkansas.

#We ask of you and your department, to make & thorough-going
investigation into the conditlons at Macclenny to ascertain these facts
for yourselves and the American people who are wont to believe that the
Civil war and Amendments to the Constitution subsequent thereto put an.
end to slavery in America.

Very truly yours,

WORKERS' DEFENSE LEAGUE

s [ ) e T

Bxecutive Secretary.

This letter has also been sent to:

Gov. Dave Scholtz Sen. Robert LaFollette
State Capitol Com. for Investigation of Civil Liberties
Tallahasee, Florida Weshington, D.C.,

2
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Novenber 7, 1936.

Borbert, 8. Paillips, Xsquire,

United Btates Attorney,
Jacksonvilie, Floride.

Dear ¥r, mwg

The Bmztmt is sdviged that on November 4, W,
_Enabb, Pred Jopes, ond Bdward Hell,

mistim at Juckwonville, Fioride, on charges of viﬁhtiag
the fodersl peomsge. lawss

Please advise this Deperiment lmmedistely of the facts
in the case and under what seotions of the federsl law it is
proposed to charge these defendents. ‘The Depertment las & rether
complete collection of indictments snd legel wemvrsnds relsting
mmmamwmmwuwmmmmmm
ing of the indictment end the prosseution of the case,

Reepectfully,
For the Attorney Gemeral,

(signed) Brien McMahon g ﬁ
BRIEN MoMsHON, \
Assistent Jttorney Genersl.

£
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