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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
To - : Mr. Belmont DATE June 23, 1964

FROM :A. Rosen

SUBJECT UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; i
CROSS BURNING, SELMA, A70/22/64
.OSIBLE.1NTIIATJO.QF VOTERS
REGISTRATION WORKERS,
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS

A'

6
Tolson
- month

Casper
Callahan

-- ,Pnrad

Gale
Ros
Sull n
Tavel

Trotter
Tele Room
Holmes
Gandy

b-2,

This is to advise that Mr. John Doar, Departmental
Attorne at 12:01 a. m, 6/23/64, called Extra-Duty Supervisor

o furnish information and request investigation.

cross was
Mr. Doar stated he had received information that a

burned at Selma. Alabama. the evening of 6/22/64. He

'4k

36X

both of Selma,-Alabam a, be interviewed ocri their
ow e ge of the crmss burning. He also advised that's

a Negro, who is said to have a description of the car used
ml0 e cross burning, should be interviewed.

Mr. Doar requested that such other investigation
as is indicated be conducted in an effort to determine whether a
violation of Section 1971 (b), Title 42, USC, has occurred.

ACTION TAKEN:

SAC Earl M. Dalness, Mobile Office, was advised I-
telephone at 12:3 5 a. m., 6/23/64, of the information furnished by n
Mr. Doar and was instructed to conduct the requested investigation.

SAC Dalness advised that the Resident Agent at Sena,
Alabama, has been working in the solution of a bank robbery and was
enroute during the night to recover the loot. However, he will have
the investigation conducted promptly and as soon as possible pndjfill
advise the Bureau of the results of the inv s'gation. /6! 6- /

1 - Mr. Belmont 1 - Mr Malle !

M 1r.' ,McGowan 1
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FBI

Date:

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL
(Priority)

Agency G-2, ON!, OSITW

To: Director, FBI

D a t e045 .4 .JU N.3. ..cc O r , U n i t
From: SAC, Mobile (157-548)(C) ..lo......

One copy of instant letterhead memorandum is sabmitted
to Birmingham for information as set forth herein is data -7b
reflecti

MO T-1 used in enclosed letterhead memo who
furnished information on 6/23/64 to SA MO
T-2 is who furnished informa*04 W A

t S e t unlikely that the Department will request
en ities of these informants or request any additional

investigation concerning this matter with a view toward prose-
cution. However, in the event the Department does request the/
identity of these informants, it is strongly suggested that
the identities of the informantsbe protected.]

AIRTEL
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

I

In Reply, Pleae Reer to
Fie N.

On the

n t9shingto D.

that ni ht fro
th

o Fbema,Alabama
matter. On the s
the Federal Burea

a

At Selma, Alabama

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Mobile, Alabama

June 25, 1964

Burning of Cross in Front of
Brown's Chapel AME Church,
Sylvan Street, Selma, Alabama
June 22, 1964

.:iy concactea tne U. J.ejepartment or Justice
C., advising that a cross had been burned

nt of Brown's Chapel AME Church in Selma and

and
, could furnish inrormaton concerning e
ame night the Department of Justice requested
.u of Invn to conduct interviews withnd

On June 23, 1964_1

advised he was attending a Negro voter registPt-7on meeting at
the First Baptist Church, corner of Sylvan Street and Jeff Davis
Avenue, on the evening of June 22, 1964. He left the meeting
at 8:20 p.m., CST, borrowed a bicycle, and rode down the street
a distance of approximately one block to Brown's Chapel AME
Church, Sylvan Street, which church is located in the middle
of a Negro housing project known as the George Washington
Carver Homes. He stated he felt as if "something would happen."
He advised that no meeting of any kind was taking place at the
Brown's Chapel church and the church was completely dark. He
was standing under a tree approximately 75 to 100 feet from
the front of the Brown's Chapel March when he observed six or
seven vehicles pull up In frorin cf the church. He observed
several men occuy-in . rs - all were white males.
The last car 1:: t4.e ca_,van was a 1958 or 1959 Ford, white top
and possiby re1 , Lcom, bearing Montgomery County, Alabama,
tag; ,re -ist of the tag numbers unrecalled. Two men got out

be c



Burning of Cross in Front of
Brown's Chapel AME Church,
Selma, Alabama, 6/22/64

of the center vehicle in the caravan, make and model unknown,
and they were carrying a cross. The first man was dressed
in solid dark clothes, was about 5' 6" tall and slender built.
The second man had on khaki pants and white shirt and was about
5' 10" tall and stocky built. The men stuck the cross in the
ground and set it afire. The caravan then proceeded north for
about one block and, according to must have turned
before they reached the First Bap"rch, where the Negro
meeting was taki lace as o one around the meeting at the
church reported that they had seen the caravan.
He threw the cross ou no e street and someone must have
called the fire department as two trucks appeared almost
immediately on the scene and put out the burning cross. A
police officer, name unknown, immediately appeared on the scene
and asked if he observed any tag number n the vehicles
involved. He relied he had not.

Later on, after about 30 to * m nu es, e re urned
o e mee ng at the First Baptist Church.

stated he knew of no one besides himself who
observed Ieveicles pull up to the church and plant the
cross in front of the church. He further stated he-undersood

omncated with the justice -eparment
a ou thsiater; however, has no first hand
information concerning the M. enP

On June 23. 9 and a Special Agent
of the Federal E f I ves ga on, went to the scene in
front of Brow. 2';;el AME Church and examined same. The
spo)t whoa the coss, according to was set out in the
gre a .was carefully examined, and no o e was located to pin-
poin( the exact location as to where ticross had been stuck in
the ground,. The ground appeared to be baked by the heat from
the sun and the accompanying dry weather.



Burning of Cross in Front of
Brown's Chapel AME Church
Selma, Alabama, 6/22/64

On June 23, 1964 certain individuals who live in the
vicinity of Brown's Chapel AME Church were interviewed rela-
tive to the cross burning on the night of June 22, 1964, and
the only information they could furnish was that they had
seen the cross when it was lyIng out in the street, but did
not observe any cars or any Lidividuals put the cross in front
of the church. T",ey st;d they know of no one in that area
who could furni .1 !y information; however, they will advise
if they learn Cf anyone who might possess information._These
in Tal1.als are as follows:



Burning of Cross in Front
of Brown's Chapel AME Church
Selma, Alabama, 6/22/64

On June 2 1 4 efforts were made throu hout the
day to loct

u Wb MTTE5 Uroug con-
SacWw- Isw e e woui be unavailable for interview until

late on the evening of June 23, 1964.

was interviewed on the evening
of June 2 * anvesaVsed
of the burning of the c ss in te r n of rown s
Church. He stated

that a cross adeen urne ron of Brown's
Cape urch, which is located approximatel one
down the tist Church

ihe learned
anyone who m ghposs y e a e o urn information

concerning this matter, he would immediately so advise.

June 4.1964 at approximately 8:00 p.m., CST,
furnished the names of two individuals

who poss m t ave information concerning this matter;
namely, and

On June 2 1964
~z~J_______ad~sed thaIP dt Mabou : OP M W7UT,

on une , , she was crossing the street about one-half
block north of the Brownts Chapel AME Church. She observed
several cars with their lights burning standing in front of
the Brown's Chapel church. She then observed that something
had been set fire to in front of the church; however, she could
not distinguish it as a cross at that time, but learned later
it was a cross that had been burned,

Immediately after the fire had been set, she saw these
cars with their -',, ih cn drive toward her, north on Sylvan
Street. When she observed these cars, she could not determine

, the make2 or meda.l3. of any of the automobiles, and she can furnish
no l-&ciliption of any of the cars or how many men they contained.
She cid not observe any tag numbers. She did go to the First
Baptist Church to attend the Negro meeting that was taking
place and she saw the cross

a Aam ne ea l±ea
crosstat ha een se afire in front of Brown's Chapel AME
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Burning of Cross in Front
of Brown's Chapel AME Church
Selma, Alabama, 6/22/64

Church. She did not see whether any of the cars turned off
Sylvan Street before they arrived at the corner of Sylvan
Street and Jeff Davis Avenue, and stated she was under the
impression that the caravan of cars passed the Negro meeting
at the First Baptist Church after they set fire to the cross.

when the crosswa~s neT Sne s edthat a caravan of five or
six automobiles pulled up in front of the church and stopped.
The first car in the caravan kept going on slowly and it
looked like a light colored car, possibly a Chevrolet; however,
she could not tell how many men were in the car. The second
car in the caravan apparently was carrying the cross because
she saw two men get out of this car and it Eounded as if they
opened the trunk and slammed the trunk. Both of the men who
got out of the car had on regular pants and shirts, but no
suits and no robes. She saw them place a cross upright in
the ground in front of the Brown's Chapel church and set it
afire. She is unable to describe these men any further. She
advised after the cross was set afire these cars proceeded on
north on Sylvan Street towards the First Baptist Church, corner
of Sylvan Street and Jeff Davis Avenue, and she was unable to
observe any tag numbers on the cars and was unable to determine
the make and model of any of the cars; however, they did appear
to her to be old model cars and not new models.

V

.4

1-

TiCharactver .. ' L e United ilans or America, Lnc.,
Knights of - Jux Klan is attached hereto.) Mo T-1
ft al?: . . owin information,:

At Montgomery, Alabama

kL7
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Burning of Cross in Front of
Brown's Chapel AME Church
Selma, Alabama, 6/22/64

I
1Tb

4,16/ C2 i

2

advised on
June 25, **that a cross had been *urned in Montgomery the
night of Jupe 22, 1964, about 11:00 p.m., at the residence of
Mrs. ErnayZungee, officer of the Southern Christian Leadershi
-Conference (SCLC). at MontRomerv.

!f7C

~d ri

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.

um~,

-*~ ,,4
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1 APPENDIX

UNITED KIANS OF AMERICA, INCORPORATED
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN (UNITED KIANS)

Records of Supgrior Court of Fulton County,
Georgia, reflect that this Klan organization was granted a
corporate charter on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta,

Georgia, under the name United Klans, Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan of America, Inc,

~-

APPENDIX
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JUL 5 1964

T1ELeZYPE

FBI MOBILE

1 .55 AM

TO IRECTOR

FROM MOBILE

6fRACIAL

Mr. Be I m. i' t___
MIr. Al chr _
Mr. Cas-per_
MTr. C; 7 ____nn

SMr. Conrad-..

Mr. F, a n __F!

Mr.Ta&4
Mr.

~Tele. Rc:,m-

ss ,7. e

CST URGENT 7/5/64 LPB

157-6-61

44-439

SITUATION, STATE OF ALABAMA, MONTGOMERY,

ALABAMA. RM.

6-

THESE THEATRES PREVIOUSLY EXCLUDED NEGROES.

47v

!.'

b7C-AND APPROXIMATELY TWELVE UKA MEMBERS INCLUDING

AND WERE OBSERVED.

STATED THAT FIFTEEN

KLANSMEN WERE OBSERVED BY HIM ON ONE CORNER NEAR THE THEATRES

END PAGE ON vi

53 JUL 13

THE ABOVE INFO IMMEDIATELY FURNISHED TO ________

MONTGOMERY PD AND AGENTS PROCEEDED TO AREA TO SERVE ,

UNIFORM OFFICERS, DETECTIVES, ASSISTANTj ,HIEF IN. TILAND, NA,
is JUL 7 1964

AND COMMISSIONER L.B. SULLIVAN, NA, WERE ALL IN THE AREA

- j

6 r- -77



PAGE TWO

MO 44-439

AND THIS GROUP WAS DISPERSED BY UNIFORM POLICE.

ANDI WERE ARRESTED WHEN THEY RESISTED ORDERS TO

NO INCIDENTS OCCURRED INVOLVING b? C

NEGROES ATTENDING THE THEATRES ACCORDING TC

THEATRES ALL CLOSED AT TWELVE MIDNIGHT AND NO FURTHER INCIDENTS

CONSIDERED LIKELY TONIGHT.

LHM FOLLOWS.

END

WA HFL

FBI WASH DC

TUCLEARP

)

4
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FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

6/30/64

(Type a plaintext or code) I

AIRMAIL
(Priority)

Director, FBI (157-6-61)

From: SAC, MOBILE (157-367) (P)

C7)
RACIAL SITUATION
STATE OF ALABAMA
SELMA, ALABAMA

F-] BOMBING MATTERS - THREATS IX] RACIAL MATTERS

Enclosed are eight copies of a letterhead memorandum.

Local
Selma cognizant

authorities and
of meeting.

military authorities' at

A~: C?, C:I, CSI, CED
JUL 8 1964

..... .. .. .. .. ..

4

K

Bureau (Enclosures 8) (RM)

field Office)

Approved: U

JUL 3gent in Charge
Sent M Per

To:

Subject:

to JUL 4 1964

4
1

kL70
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In Reply, Please Reler t
File No.

UNILJD STATES DEPARTMENT OF J.,oTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Mobile, Alabama
June 30, 1964

RACIAL SITUATION
STATE OF ALABAMA
SELMA, ALABAMA

furnisned tne following information con-
T N a egro meeting which occurred at the Second

I 0i L irJ~u.InaL Y.'I.L L1nJ /. LLJ.. r AJIv nnr T iit-L& Selma

The meeting started at 7:40 p.m. Negro eaders
present at the beginning of the meeting were Jame,Austin,
Field Secretary, SNCC, James K-oGildersleeve, Secretary-
Treasurer, Dallas County Voters League, and Reverend F. D.
Reese. President ofth-Dallas County Voters Leagie.

)li.

'I

~ /

1b-7IC

Reese gave b-6
- snorttalk pointing*uNegroes wanted their
"freedoms now, not next year, but now."

A short workshop was held with the crowd of
approximately 250 Negroes, comprised of 75 per cent teen-
agers, breaking up into smaller groups and discussing .
voter registration for a period of some thirty to forty
minutes. Thereafter, they re-assembled in a group and
Reverend Reese then made a plea for funds and a collection
was taken up. It did not appear that there was too much
enthusiasm re arding the collection of funds.

P erend Reese then introduced a Negro male'
named James.ange who identified himself as being a repre-
sentative of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference,

I

±5dp-GI5-U Unurell.9 cul-Ilul- ul nal-UY allu ijuliucLIL oul-uukco) "IU -Lillcl
on the ni ht of June 2 1 64



RACIAL SITUATION
STATE OF ALABAMA
SEIIA, ALABAMA

as well as SNCC, from Atlanta, Georgia. Orange was a heavy
built Negro, wearing overalls. He stated that Negroes did
not intend to wait for the passage of the Civil Rights Bill
and they intended to have their freedom now. He did not
stress any violent activities; however, he instructed
Negroes to get out at night, stand on the street corners,
and sing freedom songs. He urged all Negroes to register
to vote and stated that now was the time for Negroes to
insist upon obtaining their voting rights. He advised
that he expected that within the next week the "lid would
be put on the St. Augustine situation" and that all of the
Negro leaders who were in St. Augustine were going to come
to Alabama for the purpose of leading demonstrations and
voter registrations in Alabama. He referred to James Austin
and Benny L. Tucker as Field Secretaries for SNCC who had
laid the foundation and he, Orange, was here to "build the
walls." He stated that Reverend Martin Luther King and the
other leaders in St. Augustine, plus Reverend James Bevel
who was in Chicago at the present time but would return to
Alabama momentarily, would then come into Alabama to "put
the roof on." He spoke of the movement in Montgomery,
Alabama; stating that he was involved intimately with this
movement and he hoped that when the march on Montgomery
occurred that Negroes would fill the street leading to the
Capitol. He stated that when he left Montgomery, Alabama,
that evening of June 29, 1964, to come to Selma to speak,
he had called Detective Dumas of the Montgomery Police
Department to inform him that he was coming to Selma as he
did not want to be missing "like the ones in Mississippi."
He kept referring to the fact that demonstrations in
Alabama would "get started within the next few days."

Also speaking at the meeting was a Negro male
who was identified as a radio announcer from Montgomery,
Alabama, named Bobbyi- B4adley. Bradley emphasized the topics
that Orange had spokenon and all speakers at the meeting
emphasized voter registration at Selma, Alabama, for the
period of July 6 through 10, 1964.

b-7i



Two Police Department cars were seen In
he area b ho were patrolling. No incidents

occurred at e meeting and it terminated at approximately
10:00 p.m.

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are
not to be distributed outside your agency.

~4
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' 1

RACIAL SITUATION
STATE OF ALABAMA
SELMA, ALABAMA



FBI WASH DC

/FBI M BILE

855 PM CST 7/4/64

T DIRECTOR (157661)

ROM MOBILE (157-367)

FED EMJ B11 R17. " 0O1h uiI C-A7T
U. S. DEPARTW.JJT OF JUS1"E

COMMUNICATIONS SECTIO"I
JUL 4 1964

TELETYPE

URGENT CCM

'v

Brr. TBeP

Mr. Mo
. Mr. Casper( Mr. C

Mr. Ev
,Mr. Gvl
Mr.
Mr.- n_
! r.

iele. Rcm
Maso.m
MrssGandyl

All

RACIAL SITUATION, STATE OF ALABAMA, SELMA, ALABAMA,

RACIAL MATTER.

REBUTELCON FROM SUPERVISOR 7/4/64.

ADVISED

TODAY AT APPROXIMATELY FIVE THIRTY PM CST THAT A GROUP OF

APPROXIMATELY SEVEN WHITE BOYS WERE IN FRONT OF WILBY THEATER AND

ALVERY LEE WILLIAMS, S2C SECRETARY WAS ON SCENE WITH APPROXIMATELY

TEN TO FIFTEEN NEGRO YOUTHS. SEVERAL NEGROES HAD ALREADY INTEGRATED

THE THEATER AND WERE ATTENDING THE MOVIE. ACCORDING T HE

WHITE YOUTHS STARTED AN ARGUMENT WITH WILLIAMS AND THE NEGROES THAT

WERE STANDING IN FRONT OF THE THEATER.

AvLARSE

CROWD OF NEGROES NUMBERING ABOUT FIFTY HAD GATHERED AND THE S;TUATI N

HAD BECOME QUOTE UGLY ENDQUOTES.

HE STATED

THE CROWD WAS DISPERSED AND THERE-ISA POSS11LITY THAT SOME NEGROES

HAD T BE J,0RCEABLY DISPERSED, HOWEVER, HE KNOWS OF P.

INCIDE, X. --/So8,61
.' at\ ' REC- 61

NQARREST WERE MADE'AND THE ONLY POLICE ACTION IUIA -ARTAKUM

WAS THE Q SPERSEMENT OF THE CROWD IN FRONT OF THE WILBY THEATER.

ENQ, PA GE 96~

K
b 7c

LA
-:L

b7C,



PAGE TWO

HE STATED DURING THE WHOLE INCIDENT WILLIAMS, S C 
SECRETARY,

APPEARED TO BE THE INSTIGATOR AND ENCOURAGED NEGORES 
IN THE AREA

TO BECOME UNRULY.

NO COMPLAINTS RECEIVED LOCALLY FROM

AND NO NOTICE GIVEN THAT ANY TYPE DEMONSTRATION

WOULD TAKE PLACE AT WILBY THEATER IN SELMA TODAYTHEREFORE NO AGENT /-7C

OBSERVER ON SCENE.

STATES INCIDENT OCCURED

IN FRONT OF WILBY THEATER WHEN SEVEN WHITE 
YOUTHS TOOK ISSUE WITH

THE FACT THAT NEGROES WERE ATTENDING MOVIE AND 
WHEN

ARGUMENT ENSUED IT CAUSED SITUATION WHEREBY WHITE 
YOUTH$ WERE IN

OPPOSITION WITH NEGRO YOUTHS AND AFTER SHERIFF 
DEPT ARRIVED ON

SCENE THEY DID DISPERSE CROWD, HOWEVER, SEEMED TO TAKE MORE POSTIVE

ACTION AGAINST NEGROES THAN AGAINST WHITES. 
STATES SEVERAL NEGROES

WERE STRUCK AND HE IS OBTAINING NAMES OF WITNESSES AND INDIVIDUALS

WHO WERE STRUCK AND WILL FURNISH NAMES NEXT 
WEEK. FURTHER STATES

ALVERY LEE WILLIAMS ARRESTED THIS EVENING 
AROUND SIX OR SEVEN O'CLOCK

NEAR FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH CORNER OF JEFF DAVIS 
AVENUE AND SYLVAN STREET

FOR DISTURBING THE PEACE. STATES WILLIAMS NOT ARRESTED THIS AFTERNOON

AT WILBY THEATER BUT APPARENTLY CHARGED LATER.

L H M FOLLOWS.

END

WA HFL c
S& t0 O 0-r t

FBI WASH DC 10 c TC

T N EAe

TU AND CLEAR pt~~~ -re- 4 , j.
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R rU. S. OPD( MI~ TF JUSTICE .Ar

110 PM CST URGENT - 7/6/64 VFPA 7 SECTION 6c
JUL 7 1964

T DIRECTOR Mr. L c, a,-',
Y .DYP r. E vai

ROM MOBILE /157-367/ b

RACIAL SITUATION, STATE OF ALABAMA, SELMA, ALABAMA. RM. r.Ta-I

NEGRO MEETING OCCURRED AT SHILOAH BAPTIST CHURCH, ONE ONE r .Room
A Holmes

SIX MECHANIC STREET, SELMA, TONIGHT AT SEVEN THIRTY PM CST. Miss Gandy-

APPROXIMATELY THREE HUNDRED NEGROES IN ATTENDENCE, FORTY PERCEN

TEEN AGERS* /

MEETING WAS ORDERLY.

BUREAU AGENTS OBSERVERS ON SCENE.

t' COVERAGE HANDLED BY EIGHT SHERIFFS DEPUTYS, ABOUT TW VE

POSSE MEMBERS, TWO PD CARS WITH FOUR OFFICERS, FOUR AHP CARS WITH TWO

OFFICERS EACH PATROLING AREA DURING MEETING.

AHP INVESTIGATOR AND AHP INVESTIGATOR b7C,

S7 b

-- t

LI.

- i.-~

"~A

imm~:J

END

WA

FBI

p

--HFL

WASH DC

(~)

MAIN SPEAKER , REV. RALPH ABERNATHY OF BIRMINGHAM, ALA.

MEETING TERMINATED TEN FIFTY TWO PM CST.

NO INCIDENTS OCCURRED.EC- 7 16
LHM FOLLOWS1964

kb
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JUL 3 1.1964
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FBI WASH DC /OWRLBUREAU Or'

U. S. DE PKUTENT OF JUS ICE/ 1L
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION-

JUL 7 19FBI MOBILE JUL7 19v<

11-54zAM CST URGENT 7-7-64 JEB

, DIRECTOR /157-6-61/

FROM MOBILE /44-439/

VI

RAC L SITUATION. STATE OF ALABAMA. MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA.

RE MOBILE TELETYPE TO BUREAU, TWELVE FIFTY FIVE AM JULY

f ___ _/ Las: (>..

A

FIVE, LASTt.

S LAST

ED HAT S"LC- HELD MEETING THAT NIGHT AT A

-b-i

CHURCH, ELEVEN TWENTY EIGHT THURMAN STREET, MONTGOMERY. ANDREW

YOUNG, PROGRAM DIRECTOR, SCLC, WAS IN CHARGE OF MEETING AND

FAVORABLE:.REPORTS WERE MADE CONCERNING DESEGREGATION OF

RESTAURANTS AND THEATERS IN MONTGOMERY. YOUNG ANNOUNCED TO THE

MEETINGJTHAT IT APPEARED TO HIM THAT SCLC NO LONGER NEEDED 104

MONTGOMERtiAND THAT HE WOULD RECOMMEND THAT FIELD PER NEL

THERE BE SEI4 TO TUSCALOOSA AND SELMA, ALABAMA. FINALPECI ON

LEFT TO REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING.

ADVISED THAT NO RACIAL INCIDENTS OF ANY KIND OCCRD

END PAGE ONE A6 7
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PAGE TWO

IN MONTGOMERY JULY FIVE AND SIX, LAST, IN SPITE OF PRESENCE OF

SOME KLANSMEN IN DOWNTOWN AREA.

bm-

-L4M--BEING SUBMITTED INCORPORATING DATA FROM THIS AND

LI

'1

)

REFERENCED TELETYPE.

END

ELR
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FBI WASH DC

A

V"ERAI £'JrEA'J CF INVESTIDTION
U S. DEARTMINT OF JUSTICE

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION (2~
FBI MOBILE TELETYPE

2-2 PM CST URGENT 7-6-64 JEB

TO DIRECTOR /157-6-61/

FROM MOBILE /157-367/

RACIAL SITUATION, STATE OF ALABAMA, SELMA, ALA. RM.

REMOTEL EI3HT FIFTYFIVE PM, JULY FOUR, LAST.

ATTEMPTS BEING MADE TO LOCATE IMPARTIAL WITNESSES TO RIOT

AT WILBY THEATER, SELMA, ON JULY FOUR, LAST.

I.

V

6.-~

-~
I

)

END PAGE ONE

55 JULlb 1964

STATES RIOT OCCURRED

WHEN FOUR YOUNG NEGROES HAD PURCHASED TICKETS AND ATTEMPTED TO

ENTER THEATER. FIVE WHITE MALES BLOCKED ENTRANCE TO THEATER AND

STRUCK ONE OF NEGROES. STATES HE WENT TO SHERIFF PARKED

IN CAR NEAR SCENE AND REQUESTED TO SIGN WARRANT QUOTE, FIVE

DIFFERENT TIMES, UNQUOTE. STATES SHERIFF REFUSED.

AFTER INCIDENT

ABOVE OCCURRED, NEGROES GATHERED AT SCENE IN FRONT OF WILBY b-78

THEATER. STATES SHERIFF STARTED, QUOTE SWINGING CLUB
REC- 58 /S7. 4 -4

UNQUOTE, BUT DOES NOT KNOW ANYONE THAT WAS STRUCK.

STATES SHERIFF ATTEMPTED TO STRIKE HIM WITH CLUB AND HE,

RAN FROM SCENE.

ybC

a S



PAGE TWO

INVESTIGATION CONTINUING.

LHM WILL BE SUBMITTED.

END

C OR R-LAS~T-TFE-TNES PAGE ONE-

END

bI7C,
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FD-36 (Rev. 10-29-63)

I

FBI

Date: 7/2/64

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL
(Priority)

TO:

FROM:

RE:

A

DIRECTOR, FBI (157-4-61)

SAC, MOBILE (157-357)(P)

RACIAL SITUATION
MACON COUNTY, ALABAMA

KRm

There are enclosed herewith 8 copies of
letterhead memorandum describininformation received b7c-

a. and concerning e sc arguing
or asotgun on the night of 7/1/64.

Local intelligence agences being furnished
copies of this letterhead memorandum.

B~T
r

!72 ~

-.4; ~

I--4~ i

.C C-4W

K

Sent M Per
*55 ALjid A 1becial Agent in Charge

Via.

(Type in plain text or code)

Klan informants are being contacted to
ascertain if this incident may have resulted from Klan
activity in the Tuskegee area and liaison will be main-
tained with local law enforcement agences at Tuskegee.
No investigation being instituted but Bureau will be
advised of any pertinent information developed or re-
ceived concerning this matter.

ER-CLO RIE
- Bureau LEns 8)(RM) REC37 /s7-g.- .. 44 4

2. - Mobi-le 2 157-357) *-
.2 a157-190-891S

I - ll 1 .1 r2 0O JU L 4 1964

Data U
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In Reply,PloseRefwe
File No.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Mobile, Alabama
July 2, 1964

RACIAL SITUATION
MACON COUNTY, ALABAMA

-teeponica yadv se the FBon uy,"l4, that be-
tween 8:00 and 8:30 p.m., July 1, 1964, un'* * ' -*
Person or persons discharged a shotgun

informed he has not been active in
recent ef *rso egroes to desegregate Macon County
schools nor in voter registration program or other Negro
efforts directed at obtaining rights. He knows of no
narson or Rroun having personal hostility toward him,

OF4-

b-2c

I)7,
suspects tne inciaent may oe an acto o narasd-

me~no yelementsof the Ku Klux Klan but has no informa-
tion or evidence to support this belief',

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the
FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are
not to be distributed outside your agency.



FBI MOBILE

F. 1 EPAPME Jr OF JUSTICE
10MIUNICATIOjNS SECTION

JUL6 1964
T TYPE

YT~.

Mrl. CRDona_

Miss fH, lires_...

Bliss Gandy-.....

730 PM CST URGENT 7/6/64 VFP

TO DIRECTOR

FROM MOBILE /157-367/

fRFMIAL SITUATION, STATE OF ALABAMA, SELMA, A.; R

REBUTEL EIGHT ZERO EIGHT P.M., TODAY CAPTIONED QUOTE VOTER

REGISTRATION MATTERS, SELMA, ALA., CAR-EL. UNQUOTE.

FOR INFO BUREAU AND DEPARTMENT, NEGRO VOTER REGISTRATION

ACTIVITY IN FORM OF MONDAY NIGHT MEETINGS HAVE OCCURRED IN SELMA,

ALA. BEGINNING MAY EIGHT INSTANT, WHICH HAVE BEEN REPORTED IN

CAPTIONED FILE. ON FRIDAY MORNING, JULY THREE INSTANT,

SITUATION REMAINED SAME AND COMMUNITY OF SELMA, ALA. WAS STILL

TRANQUIL. ON FRIDAY, JULY THREE,

Il lllSELMA, ADVISED HE WAS PURSUING VOTER
REGISTRATION ACTIVITY ONLY AND THIS FACET OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS

MOVEMENT IN SELMA WAS ONLY ACTIVI 'PLANNED UNTIL AFTER JULY 7

TEN INSTANT. ON JULY THREE ONE INCIDENT OC URHE /I
CHICKEN TREAT DRIVE-IN RESTAURANT, HIGHWAY EIGH Y EAST, SELMA,

WHEREIN A NEGRO MALE AND FEMALE, ACCOMPANIED BY TWO SMALL
s JUL 8 1964

CHILDREN, STOPPED AT DRIVE-IN AND WHEN FEMALE APPROACHED WINDOW

FOR SERVICE, WAS INFORMED THAT THE MANAGEMENT WOULD RATHER NOT

END PAGE ONE..... -0 t /
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PAGE TWO

SERVE THEM. THEY LEFT AND THE IDENTITIES OF THESE PERSONS ARE

NOT KNOWN. THIS COUPLE WAS DRIVING SIXTYTWO BLUE PONTIAC, N.Y.

LICENSE QC SEVEN FOUR ONE NINE, AND THEY APPEARED TO BE TRANSITS.

ON JULY THREE INSTANT SNCC SECRETARIES BENNY L. TUCKER AND

ALVERY LEE WILLIAMS WERE PASSING OUT LEAFLETS ON WASHINGTON ST.

IN SELMA URGING VOTER REGISTRATION. THEY STARTED TO GO INTO

THE SILVER MOON CAFE, CORNER OF WASHINGTON AND SELMA AVE.,

WHEN OWNER, NICK LACKEOS, STOPPED THEM AT DOOR AND TOLD THEM

TO QUOTE GET OUT. UNQUOTE INTERVIEWED TODAY REGARDING

HIS ARREST ON JULY FIVE INSTANT FOR QUOTE IMPROPER TAGS UNQUOTE

AND ABOVE INFO FURNISHED. A NEW CASE IS BEING OPENED UNDER ONE

SEVEN THREE CLASSIFICATION REGARDING THIS MATTER.

THE ABOVE TWO INCIDENTS WERE ONLY TWO INCIDENTS OCCURRING

ON JULY THREE IN SELMA, ALA AND THE SITUATION STILL REMAINED

NORMAL AND QUIET.

ON JULY FOUR INSTANT NEGROES INTEGRATED THE WILBY THEATER

WITHOUT INCIDENT AND MANAGER SOLD TICKETS TO ANY INDIVIDUAL WO

APPEARED, REGARDLESS OF RACE. HOWEVER, AT ABOUT FIVE PM CST

END PAGE TWO ...........
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PAGE THREE ......

FOUR OR FIVE NEGROES APPEARED AT THE TICKET WINDOW, WERE SOLD

TICKETS TO ENTER THEATER AND THEY SAT IN THE PREVIOUSLY ALL

WHITE SECTION. A CROWD THEN STARTED TO GATHER, COMPRISED OF

NEGROES AND WHITES. A HEAVY SET WHITE MAN, IDENTITY UNKNOWN,

ACCOMPANIED BY TWO OR THREE OTHER WHITES, DISPLAYED A KNIFE AND

TURNED BACK ABOUT FIFTY NEGROES AND PROHIBITED THEM FROM ENTERING

THEATER. -THE SITUATION THEN BEGAN TO Q QE 8BOIUNQUTE

OBSERVED ROCKS AND BOTTLES IN THE HANDS
-7 b

OF BOTH WHITES AND NEGROES AND IT APPEARED THAT A DANGEOUS

SITUATION WAS ABOUT TO OCCUR. A GROUP OF WHITES WENT INSIDE

THEATER AT THAT TIME AND THREATENED NEGROES WHO WERE ALREADY

SITTING INSIDE, AND THESE NEGROES LEFT BY SIDE DOOR. SHERIFF

JAMES G. CLARK AND DEPUTIES, BACKED BY POSSE MEMBERS AND SELMA

PD OFFICERS, MOVED INTO THE SITUATION, DISPERSED THE CROWD AND

SHERIFF CLARK ORDERED THE MANAGER TO CLOSE THE BOX OFFICE,

WHICH THE MANAGER DID. THE BOX OFFICE REMAINED CLOSED UNTIL

SUNDAY WHEN IT OPENED AT THE REGULAR TIME, ONE PM CST, AND NO

FURTHER INCIDENTS HAVE OCCURRED AT THE THEATER. A NEW ONE SEVEN

END PAGE THREE ............
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PAGE FOUR ...

THREE CASE IS BEING OPENED IN AN ATTEMPT TO ESTABLISH IDENTITIES

OF WHITE PERSONS WHO INTERFERED WITH THE DESEGREGATION OF THE

THEATER AND FURTHER INVESTIGATION WILL BE REPORTED TIN THAT FILE

RELATIVE TO THIS MATTER.

ON JULY FOUR INSTA AT APPROXIMATELY THREE PM CST FOUR

NEGROES,-liAND ENTERED THE THIRSTY BOY

DRIVE-IN, LOCATED NEAR THE CORNER OF BROAD ST. AND DALLAS AVE.

IN SELMA AND ATTEMPTEDTO OBTAIN SERVICE. THEY WERE INFORMED

THEY WERE ON PRIVATE PROPERTY, THE SHERIFF WAS CALLED BY THE

MANAGER AND MANAGER SUBSEQUENTLY SIGNED WARRANTS AGAINST THESE

FOUR NEGROES FOR QUOTE TRESPASS AFTER WARNING.'UGTW E ALL

FOUR INDIVIDUALS INTERVIEWED TODAY, A NEW CASE HAS BEEN OPENED

UNDER ONE SEVEN THREE CLASSIFICATION AND THEIR INTERVIEWS WILL

BE REPORTED IN THA T FILE. THIS ARREST OCCURRED SHORTLY BEFORE

.. 1 THE ALTERCATION AT THE WILBY THEATER.

THE SITUATION AT SELMA REMAINED NORMAL AFTER THE WILBY

THEATER INCIDENT UNTIL SUNDAY NIGHT, JULY FIVE. A MEETING WA

END PAGE FOUR .......



PAGE FIVE .....

HELD AT THE AME ZION HALL, SEVEN ONE ZERO GREEN ST., THAT WAS

ATTENDED BY APPROXIMATELY THREE HUNDRED NEGRO YOUTHS AND A FEW

ADULT NEGRO MALES. AT THIS MEETING SPEAKERS FOR THE SNCC

EXHORTED NEGROES TO ASSERT THEIR RIGHTS AND POINTED OUT THAT

THEY WERE ALL FREE NOW. ACCORDING TO

AND OTHER PERSONS WHO ATTENDED MEETING, INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE AT

MEETING WERE AT A HIGH EMOTIONAL PITCH. AT APPROXIMATELY NINE

THIRTY PM THE MEETING BROKE UP AND THE NEGROES FILED OUT OF HALL.

THEY APPEARED TO BE DISPERSING PEACEFULLY WHEN ALL AT ONCE A

SHOT RANG OUT, DEPUTIES, POSSE MEMBERS AND LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTOS

WERE PELLETED WITH ROCKS, BOTTLES AND BRICKS. TWO WITNESSES

STATE THEY BELIEVE THE ROCKS, BOTTLES AND BRICKS WERE THROWN

BEFORE SHOT RANG OUT. TEAR GAS WAS THEN USED BY OFFICERS ON THE

SCENE AND NEGROES WERE DISPERSED AND INSTRUCTED TO STAY INDOORS.

THE INCIDENT STARTED AND FINISHED WITHIN A TIME PERIOD OF

APPROXIMATELY TWENTY TO TWENTYFIVE MINUTES.

HEREINBEFORE DESCRIBED, ADVISED ON MORNING bib

OF JULY SIX INSTAT THAT THREE NEGROES WERE INJURED DURING

END PAGE FIVE ..............



PAGE SIX

INCIDENT AND HE IS ATTEMPTING TO OBTAIN IDENTITIES OF THESE

VICTIMS AND WILL FURNISH NAMES THEREOF. TWO DEPUTY SHERIFFS

AND TWO POSSE MEMBERS IJURED AS RESULT OF RIOT; HOWEVER,

SERIOUSNESS OF INJURIES NOT KNOWN.

ON MORNING OF JULY SIX INSTANT VOTER REGISTRATION BEGAN AT

DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE. AT NINE AM CST TWENTYTHREE NEGROES

WERE IN LINE TO REGISTER TO VOTE. THEY WERE GIVIN NUMBERS ONE

THROUGH TWENTYTHREE BY CHIEF DEPUTY SHERIFF L.C. CROCKER. THE

FIRST FOUR IN LINE WERE SHOWN INTO REGISTRATION OFFICE AND THE

REMAINDER OF LINE WAS DIRECTED TO FORM A LINE OUTSIDE OF THE SIDE

DOOR ENTRANCE TO COURTHOUSE IN THE ALLEY BETWEEN THE COURTHOUSE

ANNEX AND THE MAIN COURTHOUSE. REGISTRATION PROCEEDED ORDERLY P

THROUGHOUT DAY WITH TOTAL OF FORTYNINE NUMBERS BEING GIVEN OUT.

ONLY ONE NUMBER GIVEN TO WHITE PERSON, REMAINDER BEING GIVEN TO

NEGROES. CHAIRMAN OF DALLAS COUNTY REGISTRARS BOARD, VICTOR B.

ADKINS, SR., ADVISED THAT TWENTYONE PERSONS PRESENTED NUMBERS

AND WERE ISSUED REGISTRATION FORMS TO FILL OUT ON THIS DATE UP

UNTIL FOUR PM CST, WHEN THE BOARD CLOSED. PERSONS WHO WERE

END PAGE SIX ...



PAGE SEVEN......

FILLING OUT REGISTRATION FORMS WERE ALLOWED TO CONTINUE UNTIL

FIVE PM. ONLY SEVEN PEOPLE REMAINED IN LINE AT TIME BOARD CLOSED;

THEREFORE, IT APPEARS SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS HOLDING NUMBERS TO

REGISTER TO VOTE DID NOT STAY IN LINE AND WERE NOT AVAILABLE FOR

REGISTRATION WHEN NUMBER CALLED. AT TIME NUMBERS WERE HANDED

OUT CHIEF DEPUTY SHERIFF ADVISED THOSE INDIVIDUALS RECEIVING

NUMBERS THAT THEY DID NOT HAVE TO REMAIN IN LINE/ HOWEVER, HAD

TO BE IN LINE AT TIME NUMBER CALLED. CHAIRMAN ADKINS STATES HE

KNEW OF NO TRUSTYS FROM THE JAIL WHO WERE REGISTEREING TO VOTE

OR ATTEMPTING TO REGISTER TO VOTE. HE STATED TO HIS KNOWLEDGE

NO ONE WAS TURNED AWAY FROM THE BOARD AND ALL THOSE WHO APPEARED

AND WERE INTERESTED IN REGISTERING WERE GIVEN A NUMBER.

AT APPROXIMATELY ONE FOURTEEN PM CST A NEGRO MALE AND NEGRO

FEMALE APPEARED IN FRONT OF DALLA S COUNTY COURTHOUSE BEARING

PLACARDS URGING REGISTRATION TO VOTE AND A NUMBER OF NEGROES

CONGREGATED ACROSS THE STREET AND BEGAN SINGING FREEDOM SONGS.

ALL WERE ARRESTED AND CHARGED WITH DEMONSTRATING AT COURHOUSE

DURING TIME STATE GJ IN SESSION. IT IS ESTIMATED APPROXIMATELY

END PAGE SEVEN ........
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PAGE EIGHT ....

FIFTYFOUR NEGROES WERE ARRESTED AT ONE FIFTEEN PM AND TAKEN TO

JAIL. NONE ARRESTED WERE IN VOTER REGISTRATION LINE.

LETTERHEAD MEMORANDA WILL APPROPRIATE TO FOLLOW.

END
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U S. DEPARTMENT O J0,
-7 C,*COMMUNICATIONS ECJ.

JUL 2 64
FBI.SAN FRAN
/ - TEL 5 PE
505 P PDST URGENT 7-2-64 JRF

TO IRECTORs BALTIMORE* AND MOBILE (100-1396)

FROM SAN FRANCISCO (157-NEW)

RACIAL SITUATION* MOBILE, ALABAMAP RM.

Mr. Tole'rn
Mr. Belmvnt
Mr. Mohr
Mr. C,'-, -

Mr. Ca -

Mr. ( Ir

RMr. F Fp
Mr. Evanl,

Mr. G
Mr.P,
Mr. SM 

,r. 
G- 

ter
Tel-e. Roor u-
Mliss Hohrnes-
M i2ss Gandy

Ii

RE MOBILE AIRTEL TO CLEVELAND AND SAN FrANCISCOs JUNE

LASTs RECEIVED IN SAN FRANCISCO TODAY-/---

MOBILE INQUIRED RE WHITt, MALE, AGE TWENTY-

WHO

IS SERVING AS LAW CLERK WITH A NEGRO ATTORNEY.

NO DEROGATORY INFORMATION SAN FRANCISCO FILES CONCERNING

7C..

I
I

r

LA
I
>4 OSSIER NUMBER

?TEL UREAUAND MOBILE .RUC.

2JULAt94

END
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FBI WASH DC

BA TH

FBI BALTO

vi FBI MBILQ64
FBI MOBILE

BALTIMORE AT FORT HOLABIRD, REVIEW

TWE

iol

b-7

so
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Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

Date: 7/7/64

(Type in plain text or code)

AIRMAIL
(Priority)

----------------------------------------------- L I

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-4-61)

FROM: AC, MOBILE (157-367)

SUBJECT: -RACIALITUATA
STATE OF ALABAMA
SELMA, ALABAMA
RM

Reference is made to Mobile teletype night of
7/6/64 reporting on Negro meeting at Selma 7/6/64.

Enclosed herewith are 8 copies of LHM concerning
this meeting.

Copies of this LHM are being disseminated to
local intelligence agencies and a copy is being furnished
directly to-Departmental Attorney CARL GABLE, Se2lma.

The special agents who observed the meeting _

were SAS
and _ _ _ _ _

- Bureau (Enc. 8)
2 - Mobile

Agency G-2, ONI, OSI, CRD

Date Forw J......... .... .......... .

FOW hGIW. . *********** -II I 10A

I. /...
REC35 13 JUL V'I204

Approved: IS caid1 Agent in Charge
7() JUL j , -

Sent M Per

FBI

f\ ~

I

it
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ZnIReply. Plase Refer 10
File No.

U t ~ STATES DEPARTMENT OF . JSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Mobiep Alabafl
Jul~y '7 196'4

,RCLrr- ITU ATTION
STATE OF AL AMA

specia.L Agents Of the Federa8l Bureau 
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RACIAL SITUATION
STATE OF ALABAMA
SELMA, ALABAMA

with their integration efforts. He stated that KING had
intended to come to Selma in person but had flown to San
Francisco to attend a platform meeting at the Republican
National Convention.

ABERNATHY told the group that when he arrived in
Selma. he had heard that Negroes had thrown rocks at a
meeting the night before and that that was the worse thing
they could do. He said he did not want it to happen again
and the Negro must remain non-violent. He urged Negroes
to go to all cafes, hotels and other places covered by the
Civil Rights Act and stated he was in Selma for the purpose
of burying segregation.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to yoar agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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FD-365 (3-24-64)
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FBI

Date:

Transmit the following in

Via

. I

7/6/64

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRTEL
(Priority)

----------------------------

Director, FBI

From: SAC,JMBILE (157-521)(C)

krc~

[ BOMBING MATTERS - THREATS

0
nJ RACIAL MATTERS

Enclosed are eight copies of a letterhead memorandum.

This letterhead memorandum is being disseminated
to law enforcement agencies.

locally

For the information of'
to in the enclosed letterhead
who observed subject's car at
Rights Party on 2/17/64, is SA

Agency C:,

referred
? Agent
States

b7c

a
'1

HOW r-Oi5v%. jf./.....

r'*Y57 -7 4c7
Bureau (Enclosures 8) REt.OSt)

1 - (Field Offi )

3JUL 9 1964 1
o Uwwos-

Approved: L
J% JUL 16scl, l Agent in Charge

Sent M Per 11

To:

CSI,03, CBD
JUl7 , --- --
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UNl -D STATES DEPARTMENT OF h..sTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply. Please Refer so
File N.

Mobile, Alabama
July 6, 1964

k27C

A 1962 DKW automobile With 1

1 14eitrdtop"
, was observed eT rrn FEai

ag o the Alabama States RightsParty, a characteriza-
tion of which is contained in the appendix hereto, at the
Lawrence Building in Montgomery, Alabama, on February 17,
1964..

V
hA

This document contains neither recommendations nor
con-clusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.

19 c~



APPENDIX

ALABAMA STATES RIGHTS PARTY (ASRP)

Originally formed in 1961 as a Montgomery, Alabama
Chapter of the National States Rights Party (NSRP), the
ASRP became independent from the NSRP and separate in-
cornorated under the laws of Al abama i n .Tune1 Q of

A characterization of UKA is attached.

APPENDIX

4
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APPENDIX

UNITED KIANS OF AMERICA, INCORPORATED
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN (UNITED KIANS)

Records of Superior Court of Fulton County,
Georgia, reflect that this Klan organization was granted a
corporate charter on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta,
Georgia, under the name United Klans, Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan of America, Inc.

b-h
'ii

APPENDIX
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APPENDIX

NATIONAL STlTi PlGHTS PARTY
(NSRii"}

An article
n e-vovem er 1*, 1*57, issue of the Greenville Piedmont,"
a newspaper of Greenville, South Carolina, reported "the
recent formation of a new political party, to be known as
the United White Party." AccordIng to the article, the
party was formed at a recently held meeting in Knoxville,
Tennessee, at which many klansmeo were represented. The
UWP was reported as being opposed to all race mixing organi-
zations and individuals.'

The July, 1958, issue of "The Thanderbolt," self-
described as the "'official Racial Nationalist Organ of
the National States Rights Party" (NSRP), reported that
rank and file "States fighters" had merged with the UWP under
"the banner of the National States Rights Party," with national
offices at Post Office Box 261, Jefferaonville, Indiana.

7D
Jssue Number 19, dated June, 1960, "The Thunder-

bolt." arnoanced the address of the headquarters of the
NSR? had been changed from Jeffersonvlle, Indiana, to
Post Office Box 783, Birrilngham, Alabama.

Issue Number 54, dated November, 1963, reflects
the mailing address of the N;3RP is still Post Office Box 783,
Bilrnigham, Alabama.

l7
"The Thunderbolt" continues to publish articles

attacking Negroes and persons of the J wish 'faith.
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JULY 6, 1964
PLAIN TEXT

TELETYPE URGENT

TO SAC, MOBILE

FROM SECTOR, FBI PeD7--

, RACIAL AND CIVIL .RIGHTSSIT UATION..ELMA.-ALABAMA.

CR - EL - RM.

DESEGREGATION OF PUBLIC ACCOMMODATIONS, CIVIL RIGHTS

ACT OF NINETEEN SIXTYFOUR,

REBUTELCALL THIS DATE.

INSURE THAT FOLLOWING POINTS ARE FULLY AND ADEQUATELY

COVERED IN DETAILED TELETYPES TONIGHT.

ONE. OVERALL SITUATION AS IT EXISTED SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

IN DOWNTOWN SELMA; TWO. SITUATION AS IT EXISTED AT GREEN STREET

CHURCH JULY FIVE. IF INFORMATION WAS OBTAINEDAin

ADVISE IF AGENTS OBSERVED AND FURNISH THEIR OBSERVATIONS;THREE

ADVISE STATUS OF INTERVIEWS OF SEVEN SNCC WORKERS AND FIVE

DISINTERESTED WITNESSES PREVIOUSLY REQUESTED BY DEPARTMENT

RE THEATER INTEGRATION ATTEMPT. DEPARTMENT SPECIFICALLY

b-7c 0WANT
Tolson vIs;RC
Belmont
Mohr
Casper
Callahan

ConadFEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTICATICTIDeLoaUS [PRTMENT OF J4S UL 7 4
COMV1UNICATION'4S SECON

Trottert3I'*~1-~-~--
Tole. Room bI ~1LL
Holmes 6 JUJL1914
Gandy MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT



TELETYPE TO SAC, MOBILE
RE: RACIAL AND CIVIL RIGHTS SITUATION, SELMA, ALABAMA

SATURDAY. ADVISE DETAILS FOUR. ADVISE RESULTS OF

INTERVIEWS 0 ALLEGEDLY BEATEN

AT SELMA NIGHT OF JULY FIVE. IF NOT INTERVIEWED,

FURNISH DETAILS OF EFFORTS TO LOCATE THEM; FIVE.

DEPARTMENT ADVISED THREE NEGROES HOSPITALIZED

EVENING OF JULY FIVE AS RESULT OF ALTERCATION

GREEN STREET CHURCH SELMA. ONE NEGRO AT BURNELL

HOSPITAL, OTHER TVO AT GOOD SAMARITAN. FURNISH

RESULTS OF INTERVIEWS WITH THEM AS WELL AS INTERVIEW

OF ANYONE ELSE WHO HAS BEEN INJURED OR ARRESTED IN

SELMA AS RESULT OF CIVIL RIGHTS MATTER OR RACIAL MATTER;

SIX ALSO INCLUDE DETAILED OVERALL DESCRIPTION OF PUBLIC

ACCOMMODATIONS PICTURE AT SELMA NOW; SEVEN. WITH

REGARD TO NEGRO VOTER REGISTRATION TODAY, SELMA,

DEPARTMENT RECEIVED INFO POLICE TURNING NEGROES AWAY

FROM FRONT DOOR OF COURT HOUSE WITHOUT TELLING THEM

UNLESS SPECIFICALLY ADVISED THAT REGISTRATION LINE AT

REAR DOOR AND ALSO REGISTRATION LINE LOADED WITH NEGRO

TRUSTEES FROM JAIL. SUTEL AVAILABLE DETAILS. INSU , 7N1is

MATERIAL FURNISHED UNDER APPROPRIATE CAPTIONS, AS Jilt 0&

PREVIOUSLY INSTRUCTED. L

BUREAU WILL NOT COUNTENANCE DELAY OR INSUFFICIENT

-2-
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TELETYPE TO SAC, M,1OBILE
RE: RACIAL AND CIVIL RIGHTS SITUATION, SELMA, ALABAMA

ATTENTION TO DETAIL. DEPARTMENT IS RECEIVING INFO

FROM INDEPENDENT SOURCES IN SELMA AND WE MUST BE

IN POSITION TO BE ON TOP OF SITUATION.

I.4

>4
i

-3-
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IffjrSTIGAbo~

JUL 1
T;EtYP E

FBI WASH DC

MOBILE

2-27 P T URGENT 7-9-64

TO IRECTOR 157-6-61

FROM MC JLEJ57-367 2P

/

141]

Mr. Belmont.
Mr. Mobr
Mr. Ca cr
Mr. (e' al an_
Mr. C-nrad

r. Gale..
r. Rosen

1Ir. Su1hivan
Mr. Tavc-l
Mr. Trotter-
Tele. Room
Miss Holmnes
Miss Gandy.

HRT

evRACIAL SITUATION, STATE OF ALA., SELMA,

REGARDING REGISTRATION AT DALLAS COUNTY

ALA. RM.

COURTHOUSE WHICH IS

NOW IN PROGRESS, AS OF TWELVE NOON CST TODAY WHEN THE BOARD OF

REGISTRARS CLOSED FOR LUNCH, TWENTYONE NUMBERS HAD BEEN ISSUED TO

NINETEEN NEGROES AND TWO -WHI TEPERSONS.--WHEN -TE---OFFI CE-CLOSED,----

EIGHT PERSONS REMAINED IN LINE, THREE INSIDE THE COURTHOUSE OUT-

SIDE THE OFFICE DOOR AND FIVE OUTSIDE THE COURTHOUSE, ALL NEGORES.

NO INCIDENTS OCCURRED CONCERNING REGISTRATION TO DATE.

WI
~

'I
4, ~
~ C.!'

Ui
WOULD BE ABLE TO HANDLE ANY TODAY IN

DALLAS COUNTY COUR. THE CHARGES PENDING AGAINST ALL IpDIIpnUAS

ARRESTED AS RESULT OF RACIAL L& 5 TRATYNS, ACCORDING TO

ARE MISDEMEANORS AND WI L 3E HANDLED IN EITHER DALLAS COUNTY COURT
-orT- JUL 13 rc4

OR CITY COUR.AHE STA ED VERY FEW OF THE DESM'"ONSTRATORS WOULD BE

f-' 41 ' P,

ADVISED TODAY THAT SOME JUVENILES INVOLVED IN RACIAL

DEMONSTRATIONS AT SELMA HAVE BEEN HANDLED THROUGH!PROBATE COURT

UNDER JUDGE BERNARD REYNOLDS ON JULY EIGHT AND POSSIBLY SOME WILL

BE HANDLED JULY NINE. HE STATED NO ADULTS HAD BEEN HANDLED AS YET,

I



PAGE TWO

HANDLED IN DALLAS COUNTY COURT AS THE CHARGES UNDER WHICH THE

DEMONSTRATORS WERE ARRESTED ARE CONTAINED IN A CITY OF SELMA

ORDINANCE PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL IN OCT., SIXTYTHREE. THERE-

FORE, THEY WOULD BE HANDLED IN CITY COURT. HE STATED THE EARLIEST

POSSIBLY TO ARRANGE TO HANDLE THISE CASES WOULD BE MONDAY OR

TUESDAY, JULY THIRTEEN OR FOURTEEN, SIXTYFOUR.

ARRANGEMENTS BEING MADE TO SECURE DISPOSITIONS OF THE JUVENILE

CASES WHICH HAVE ALREADY BEEN HANDLED IN PROBATE COURT, AND THIS

INFORMATION WILL BE FURNISHED IN A SUBSEQUENT COMMUNICATION.

AT APPROX. ONE TWENTY PM TODAY, THREE NEGRO PICKETS, TWO MALES

AND A FEMALE, WERE ARRESTED BY THE DALLAS COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

IN VICINITY OF DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE CARRYING PLACARDS URGING

VOTR REGISTRATION. BUREAU AGENTS OBSERVED AND PHOTOGRAPHED ARRESTS.

NAMES AND DETAILS WILL BE FURNISHED WHEN OBTAINED.

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEYS ON SCENE ADVISED.

END

WA LRA

FBI WASH DCMMMnte. -7 C
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RE: BEARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M.KELLEY, E AL.
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC)
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186

Unrecorded serial dated 771qpulled from this file
under court order of U.S. District Judee John Lewis
SmithJr., and sent to National Archives.
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Date: 7/7/64

Transmit the following in

(Priority)
----- ---------------------------------- ---- ------- 1------------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-6-61) 1genzy G-2, cul 1 s1, CRD

FROM: SAC, MOBILE (44-439) j1 .
D te o rr011 . . ........... ****.*****************...

SUBJECT: 0 RACIAL SITUATIONo.........
STATE OF ALABAMA L-a..
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA ........
RM

Re Mobile teletypes to the ureau, and 7/7/64.

Enclosed herewith are eight copies of LHM incorpora-
ting information set out in retels. One copy is designated
for Birmingham inasmuch as the LHM reports a recommendation
that SCLC personnel in Montgomery be moved to Tuscaloosa and
Selma, Alabama.

Copies of this letterhead memorandum have been
designated to local agencies.

The agents who observed downtown Mont ome the
jjhjf 4 /64 , were SAS and

The fir
The second source
information to SA

St tioned in the LHM is
both having furnish

(9 - Bureau (Enc.
1 - Birmingham (Enc.1)
2 - Mobile

3 JUL 9 .1964

Approved:
Special Agent in Charge

Sent M

FD-36 (Rev,-10-29-63)

FBI

AIRTEL

(Type in plain text or code)

AIRMAIL

~4.- I

~

b1-7
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Im Rep.Plea" Refe res
MI N.

UNDIEi D STATES DEPARTMENT OF j siSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Mobile, Alabama
July 7, 1964

RACIAL SITUATION
STATE OF ALABAMA
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

carac eriza on o e 's sa ache* hereto.

The above information was immediately furnished
to Montgomery Police Department, and
agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation proceeded to
the area to observe. Agents observed that uniformed police
officers, detectives, Assistant Chief of Police J. R. EILAND
and Police Commissioner L. B. SULLIVAN wereea.
AD roximatelvteleUKA membesicludin

were o served.
ated- a fteen klansmen

re observe y m on a corner near the heaters and that
group was dispersed by uniformed police.
wn ="A A whpn *1-v reistj 4~ed i ce oA1 I0t'e~rse

I
''IC,

li

advised that-the o n Chitian meddership conference /

(SCLC) held a .z KTEE that night at aAphurch located at 1128,_
Thuman~ Street i; Montgomery. ANDREuJYQUNG, Program Director

Thuren -N e' .-ongoey.AN -,/
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RACIAL SITUATION
STATE OF ALABAMA
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

of the SCLC was in charge of the meeting. Favorable reports
were made at the meeting concerning the desegregation of
restaurants and theaters in Montgomery. YOUNG said that it
appeared to him that the SCLC no longer is needed in
Montgomery and that he would rec mmend that the field personnel
of SCLC in Montgomery be sent t Tuscaloosa and Selma, Alabama.
He noted that the final decisi on mendation would
be made by Rev. MARTIN LUT NG. advised there
had been no racial-troibleo inciden s n ongomery on ?. t
July 5, or July 6, 1964, although there had been some klansmen--
resent in of Mont me on those dates. b7

e thea ers an res auran s n owntown
meycon nue to operate on an integrated basis.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.

-A



UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA, INCORPORATED
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN (UNITED KIANS)

Records of Superior Court of Fulton County,
Georgia, reflect that this Klan organization was granted a
corporate charter on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta,
Georgia, under the name United Klans, Knights of the Ku
Klux Klan of America, Inc.

70

APPENDIX

70?

APPENDIX
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FBI

Date: 7/6/64
Transmit the following in

(Type in plain text or code)

AIRTEL
( rortyI

--------------------------------------------------------- 1-------

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (157-6-61)

FROM: SAC, MOBILE (44-439)(P)

RE: RACIAL SITUATION
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA
RM

On 7/264 U S Attorne BEN HARDEMAN, Montgomery,
Ala,, advised SAo of the following information:

On 7/1/64, in his absence from the city, Assistant
U.S. Attorney RODNEY R STEELE was ntacted in the U.S.
Attorney's Office by STEELE advised
Mr. HARDEMAN that these in iv ua s came o his office and
tQnb im that they were=.

~,A.

1

~CA~

- '1

I

~- -',~ ~

44

to JUL 8 1964

Special Agent in Charge
SerW Per

Via

&/0

Us__toy__ qan had been n Montgomery ortwo
mon P~thy esed information ncerning voting laws,
particularly amendments relating to e abolition of poll
tax and a proposed amendment changing literacy test t? the
sixth grade level,.. -

Assistant U.S. Attorney STEELE related that
asked several questions about requiring Fede

inervention to romote voter registration in Montgomery.
STEELE advised that there were several suits
presently pend ng i nwhich the Government was interested
relating to Negro voting in Montgomery. advised
that_ _ _roposed
to institute some demons ra tons in Montgomery during the

Bureau- Ak

b7C.
b70

13 C..

Approyet. 9

FD-36 (Rev. 10-29-63)

do



MO 44-439

said he was considering having a good number of
app acants to line up at the courthouse to fill outb4

- registration forms but to not complete them and then I v7C
submit these forms with a petition to the Federal District b7ib
Court. At this point STEELE advised that such
procedure would be ill advised in view o eedn
action before the Court and suggested to that he
contact Attorney FRED GRAY with reference to these activities.

b77

The above is furnished for the information of the
Bureau.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

evening
Alabama.

Mr. Belmont

A. Roseti

DATE: July 7, 1964
1 - Mr. Belmor
1 - Mr. Rosen
1 - Mr. Malle3
1 - Mr. McGow

Tolnon -

4 elmor ,.

Csper

eLoac I____

nt

. Tee non.

y v p?.?.

Holmes
an iGand(

w1
RACIAL AND CIVIL RIGHTS 1
SITUATION, SELMA, ALABAMA 1
CR - EL - RM - DESEGR-EGATION
OF PUBLIC ACCOMlODATIONS, 1
CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964

C C D 7C

John Doar of the Civil Rights Division called yesterday
to inquire as to the status of investigation at Selma,

It is noted that Selma is extremely active now. Negroes
are registering for voting at the courthouse and there are lines
at the courthouse in this regard. Voter registration demonstrations
have also been taking place and voter registration meetings have
been held. There was trouble in Selma over the week end when
Negroes integrated a local theater and attempted to eat in several
restaurants. The Department has been making continuous requests
for information and investigation and we have been furnishing them
with a flow of information as it is received from the field.

N

Doar was specifically inquiring regarding the results of
interview with seven *Student Nonviolent Co-ordinating Committee (SNCC)&
workers who had been arrested Friday, Saturday and Sunday, interviews
with two newspaper men who had allegedly been injured at Selma
over the week end, and location-and interviews of five disinterested

witnesses who observed the clash between Negroes and whites-'when.
the theater in Se&La was integrated on 7/4/64. i _ L

-rpicralED

Doar .'s advised that all these matters W inde
active investigation and that he would be adviseait x8ults
as soon as the field was able to complete the interviews and submit

.teety)e summaries. He was told that all of these-mattersHIMY@-1been
e=-,edited and it was pointed out that with regard to interview of
arrested persons ,t the jail, we are able to conduct only one interview
at a time due to lack of facilities in the jail. ----

Doar furnished new information he had obtaiW6dlr&A
SNCC to the effect that three local Negroes were hospitalized on
the night" of- 7/5/64 apparently as a result of an alteeatio' ath'-he

lGreenstreet Church where a voter registraton meeting was held.
One of them wias in Burnell Hospital and the other two in the Goo

(Samaritan Hospital. Doar requested they be interviewed and tha

AA 1 7 '-7

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

Ric1TS

\ 1
I
N

&.-* -~,;
4--,'-

i.~.'.. -"P.

I



Memorandum to Mr. Belmont
RE: RACIAL AND CIVIL RIGHTS

SITUATION, SELMA, ALABAMA

interviews also be conducted with anyone else who has been or
may be injured or arrested in Selma as a result of a civil rights
or racial matter.

Dear also requested that he be furnished a description
of the over-all situation as it existed in downtown Selma last
Saturday and Sunday, the situation as it existed at the Greenstreet
Church on the eight of 7/5/64, and an over-all description of the
public accommodations picture as it exists in Selma: at the present
time.

With regard to voter registration activity taking
place at Selma, Doar had received information that the police
were turning Negroes away from the front door of the courthouse
without telling them, unless the Negroes specifically asked,
that the voter registration line is at the rear door. He had
also heard that the registration line is loaded with Negro
trustees from the jail.

Doar mentioned that Departmental Attorneys Carl Gable
hand Brian Landsberg are going to Selma.

Doar inquired as to whether sufficient personnel are
assigned to Selma to insure full coverage and prompt reporting
and he was advised that Selma is adequately staffed and we will
continue to stay on top of the situation and keep the Department
currently informed of local development

p '27

The nev requests and new information furnished by Doar
were given to SAC'Dalness, Mobile, who advised teletypes coved..g
most of these points were in preparation and any additional information
necessary would be immediately submitted. Complete, summaries
have since been received and furnished the Department.

Dalness advised that he has adequate personnel to handle
)the situation and he was impressed with the importance of
providing full coverage and keeping the Bureau advised on a current
basis.

--2 -/
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FBI MOBILE

2-30 PM CST

Y URGENT 7/10/64 LO

'TO DIRECTOR

FROM OBILE (157-367) 4P

ACIAL SITUATION, STATE OF ALABAMA, SELMA, ALABAMA.

ON JULY TEN INSTANT

:2 v~r.

xr.

kr.

I~.
1

'~r~ ~. -

2.~

~ b~c-

1~-~

b-7 C,

HAD FILED AN

INJUNCTION IN CIRCUIT COURT, DALLAS COUNTY, ALA., HONORABLE

JUDGE JAMES G. HARE PRESIDING, WHEREIN HE HAD ENJOINED VARIOUS

ORGANIZATIONS FROM PARTICIPATING IN ANY TYPE OF ACTIVITY WHICH

WOULD CAUSE VIOLENCE. THE WRIT OF INJUNCTION IS DATED JULY NINE

LAST AND IT ENJOINS SEVERAL NEGRO ORGANIZATIONS AND WHITE

ORGANIZATIONS FROM ENGAGING IN ACTIVITY AS FOLLOWS DASH-a

FROM ANY ASSEMBLY OF THREE PERSONS OR MORE IN A PUBLIC PLACE

FROM ENGAGING IN MEETINGS OR ANY OTHER ACTIVITIES WHEREBY

VIOLATION OF LAW IS SUGGESTED, ADVOCATED OR ENCOURAGED, OR

ENGAGE IN MEETINGS WHEREBY THE PUBLIC WAYS, STREETS IsEWA KS
i - 24 /q.

OR HIGHWAYS OF THE CITY OF SELMA, DALLAS COUNTY, ALA., RE4

BLOCKED OR THE UMI AIRED USE THEREOF DENIED TO TRAFFIC AND12 JUL 14 19%

END PAGE ONE

5 5JUL 201964 4'rt ~ 1 Ae

I

WINPP,"-
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PAGE TWO

CITIZENS, FROM ENCOURAGING OR ENGAGING IN ANY MEETINGS OR ANY

OTHER ACTIVITIES DESIGNED OR HELD FOR THE PURPOSE OF IMPEDING

OR OBSTRUCTING THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE OR THE ORDERLY

FUNCTION OF GOVERNMENT, FROM ENCOURAGING OR ENGAGING IN ANY

ACTIVITIES DESIGNED TO, OR WHICH DO, IMPEDE, HINDER OR OBSTRUCT

OFFICERS OF THE LAW, OR OFFICIALS OF DALLAS COUNTY, ALA.OR

OFFICIALS OF SELMA, ALA. FROM PERFORMING AND DISCHARGING THE

DUTIES OF THEIR RESPECTIVE OFFICES. FROM ASSEMBLING ANYWHERE

ON A PUBLIC STREET THREE OR MORE PERSONS, FROM COMMITTING ANY

ACTS, THINGS OR DEEDS AGAINST ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS OF

THE CITY OF SELMA OR ANY LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS OF DALLAS CO.

ALABAMA.

IN RESPECT TO THIS INJUNCTION, THE BILL OF COMPLAINT CITES

ALL INCIDENTS THAT ARE UNDER INVESTIGATION IN THE PRESENT RACIAL

SITUATION AT SELMA, ALA. WHICH HAVE BEEN REPORTED TO THE BUREAU.

IN RESPECT TO VARIOUS WHITE GROUPS, IT CITES A CROSS BURNING

IN SELMA PLUS THE FACT THAT INDIVIDUALS CONNECTED WITH THESE

WHITE ORGANIZATIONS WERE ARRESTED IN SELMA CARRYING BASEBALL BATS,

RUBBER HOSES AND NIGHTSTICKS.

END PAGE TWO



PAGE THREE

THE ORGANIZATIONS LISTED AS RESPONDENTS IN THIS WRIT OF
Student Non-Violent Co-ordinating Committee, o u .N C I- YvA A' LOA C4.at P Cov F& 6 VC E'

INJUNCTION ARE 6NGe, INC., SGt, AINC. , INC. -Of-O INC.,
Congress of Racial Equality .t"O, O -A-f C p e 'LAT iCb

NAAP, INC., AND SOUTHERN MOVEMENT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, INC.,
fi...onai Assocalton for thc Advancement of Colored People

SOUTHERN REGIONAL COUNCIL, INC., ALABAMA COUNCIL OF HUMAN RIGHTS,

INC., GROW $ARE (GET RID OF WALLACE)PAREN, UNINC., DALLAS COUNTY

VOTERS LEAGUE, DALLAS COUNTY IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION AND NUMEROUS

INDIVIDUALS THAT ARE CONNECTED WITH SOME OF THE ABOVE ORGANIZATIONS.

ALSO CONTAINED IN SUIT AS RESPONDENTS ARE THE KU KLUX KLAN

OF ALABAMA, THE KU KLUX KLAN OF GEORGIA, NATIONAL STATES RIGHTS

PARTY, RICHARD TURNER INDIVIDUALLY AS SECRETARY, DALLAS COUNTY

UNIT OF NATIONAL STATES RIGHTS PARTY, JAMES DAVENPORT INDIVIDUALLY

AS CHAIRMAN, JOHN DOE AND RICHARD ROE WHOSE CORRECT NAMES UNKNOWN

TO COMPLAINANTS AT THIS TIME, BUT WHO ARE DESCRIBED AS PERSONS

WHO HAVE OR MAY ACT IN CONCERT OR PARTICIPATION WITH THE NAMED

RESPONDENTS AND WHOSE CORRECT NAMES WILL BE INSERTED BY AMENDMENT

WHEN ASCERTAINED.

THE COMPLAINANTS IN THE BILL ARE SHOWN AS DALLAS COUNTY,

A BODY CORPORATED, JAMES G. CLARK, JR. AS SHERIFF OF DALLAS

COUNTY, ALA., CITY OF SELMA, A MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, CHRIS B.

END PAGE THREE



PAGE FOUR

HEINZ, AS MAYOR OF THE CITY OF SELMA, ALA. 7O

ADVISED AN AGENT OF THE FBI THAT HE WOULD

SERVE THIS INJUNCTION AT ONE FIFTEEN PM CST TODAY IF NO OTHER

ACTIVITY OCCURRED WHICH WOULD POSSIBLY TIE UP HIS OFFICE.

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEYS ADVISED ON SCENE.
LETTERHEAD MEMORANDUM

-LH FOLLOWS.

END

WA MSL

FBI WASH DC

P

b) 0-



Mr. Lou

Mr. -

Tele. Roon
BEss Ecin. a
Miss Ga.ndy

W kc

-TC~

7
I
I

Lfr.. ~

~

W ADVISED TODAY THAT A MASS MEETING OF MONTGOMERY IMPROVEMENT b
ASSOCIATION (MIA) WAS HELD ON NIGHT OF JULY THIRTEEN, SIXTYFOUR

AT LILLY BAPTIST CHURCH IN MONTGOMERY. SPEAKERS INCLUDED REV.

H. H,--ATON, WHO ANNOUNCED THAT SATURDAY, JULY EIGHTEEN, SIXTYFOUR,

WILL BE QUOTE BLACK SASH DAY UNQUOTE. HE EXPLAINED THAT ON

THAT DAY NEGRO MEN ARE TO WEAR BLACK ARM BANDS AND NEGRO LADIES

TO WEAR BLACK SASHES AND ALL ARE TO MARCH FOR ONE HOUR AROUND

POST OFFICE BUILDING (FEDERAL BUILDING) IN MONTGOMERY. HE SAID

MARCH WILL COINCIDE WITH SIMILAR DEMONSTRATIONS TO BE CONDUCTED

ALL OVER U. S. HE SAID PURPOSE IS TO EXPRESS GRIEF OVER MANNER

IN WHICH NEGROES IN ST. AUGUSTINE, FLA. AND OTHER PLACES BEING

TREATED* REC-5,- /
ABOVE MEETING ATTENDED BY APPROXIMATELY ONE HUNDRED FITY-

PERSONS. OTHER PRESENT LEADERS 0 -11IA WERE PRES. SOLOMAN S. JUL-15 1964

END PAGE ONE -q ti C
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FBI WASH DC

FBI MOBILE

4-05 PM CST URGENT 7-14-64 HRT

TO D SECTOR

OM MBILE 44-439 2P

RACIAL SITUATION, STATE OF ALABAMA, MONTGOMERY, ALA. RM.
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PA GE TWO :Jsf Dc's41/\

SEAY, MRs. HAZ ~GORY, JOHNNIE RC..ArRR, C. T AN ANDSEA 9 RSHAZ.T ' -, ------ AN

NEGRO ATTORNEY FRED DAV . Y.

STATED CIVIC LEADERS IN MONTGO14ERY PLA>,T O

iZ~j

-~ ~ii.- -4

7
~ ~y-.

';w ~ .~ ~

P.S S

MAKE SOME APPROACH TO MIA LEADERS TO SEEK TO PERSUADE THEM NOT

TO CONDUCT THIS OR OTHER DEMONSTRATIONS TO DISTURB PEACE OF

COMMUNITY.

END

WA LLD

FBI WASH DC

P

I
I
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FBI WSH DC

FBI MOBILE

642 PM CST

TO DIRECTOR

FROM MOBILE

7/11/64 URGENT

(157-367)

FEDA BUREAU OF INVTIGATION
U. S. DEPA RTMNFJUSTICE

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
JUL 11 1964

TELETYPE

A
OnIj

3 PAGES

Air. c

Mr.

I ~ s R, 'es__
~j3 Gaidy...

b7C,
&RACIAL SITUATION STATE OF ALABAMA, SELMA, ALABAMA. RM.

JUDGE DANIEL H. THOMAS ADVISED SAC MOBILE TODAY THAT A

MOTION AND A PETITION WERE FILED.IN U.S. DISTRICT COURT, MOBILE,

ALA., BOTH SIGNED BY PETER A- 1RALL, BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, ALTHOUGH

THEY WERE PRESENTED BY HENRY M,.-AONSON, ONE FIVE ONE FARMINGTON

AVENUE, HARTFORD, CONN., AND BY CHARLES H.,.JONES, JR., NEGRO MALE, 

WHO INDICATED HE WAS AN ATIQRNEY IN FIRM OF JACK3GREENBURG, ONE

ZERO COLUMBUS CIRCLE, NEW YORK CITY, AND JONES STATED HE WORKED

FOR MRS. MOTLEY.

NUMBER ONE WAS A PETITION OF REMOVAL REQUESTING THAT OF CASES

EDDIE ALtEN, ET~AL, THEN LISTING ALL PERSONS BY NAME ARRESTED IN
I

SELMA IN RECENT RACIAL SITUATION, y ANSFERRED TO U. . DI RI

COURT. THE LENGTHY PETITION SETRORTH FTA C f7$ N- AR

AND ENDED WITH A PRAYER REQUESTING ALL CRIMINAL 0CTIO -)-4OBED TO

FEDERAL COURT PURSUANT TO TITLE TWO EIGHT SECTION-ONE FOUR-FOUR

TRR, AND SECTION ONE FOUR FOUR SIX U.S. CODE, ALSO THAT PETIT ERS

END PAGt-ONE-- -- CORR - LINE 14 NEXT TO tAST-WORK- MOVED"

E
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PAGE TWO

BE RELEIVED OF ARBITRARY AND ABUSIVE BAIL BY DALLAS COUNTY

AUTHORITIES AND THAT THEY BE RESTRAINED FROM MAKING UNREASONABLE

AND ARBITRARY ARREST.

JUDGE THOMAS STATED THAT WITH RESPECT TO THIS PETITION HE

MADE NO RULING BUT THAT IT WAS HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT UNDER THIS

PETITION IT WAS ALMOST AUTOMATIC THAT THESE CASES WOULD BE

TRANSFERRED TO FEDERAL COURT, HOWEVER, HE HAD NOT ISSUED ANY ORDER.

HE STATED NOTICE OF FILING OF THIS PETITION WOULD BE SERVED ON

BLANCHARD MC LEOD, CIRCUIT SOLICITOR, SELMA, ALA., ROYAL SMITH

SELMA CITY ATTORNEY AND IS ADDRESSED TO RECORDERS COURT CITY OF/

SELMA AND INFERIOR COURT OR DALLAS COUNTY COURT, SELMA, ALA.

NUMBER TWO WAS A MOTION FOR I JUNETIVE RELIEF. JOHN~ EWIS

ET AL, PLANTIFF VS JAMES G YARK,_JR., SHERIFF ET AL, DEFENDANTS,

WHICH IN SUMMARY REQUESTED JUDGE TO ISSUE AN INJUNCTIVE ORDER

RESTRAINING DEFENDANTS FRONT ARREST IN DALLAS COUNTY, SETING

EXCESSIVE BAIL AND REFUSING REASONABLE SURETY BOND IN CONNECTION

WITH DAILY ARREST BEING MADE IN CONNECTION WITH VOTER REGISTRATION.

ALSO TO ENJOIN CLARK AND THESE OTHER DEFENDANTS FROM INFORCING

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

THE INDUCTIVE ORDER ISSUED BY DALLAS COUNTY ON JULY TEN, ONE NINE

SIX FOUR PROHIBITING DEMONSTRATIONS.

JUDGE THOMAS STATED HE HAD DENIED THIS ORDER BUT HAD GRANTED AN

APPEALABLE ORDER AND ARONSON AND JONES INDICATED THEY WOULD

IMMEDIATELY CONTACT JUDGE TUTTLE OF THE FIFTH DISTRICT COURT OF

APPEALS IN NEW ORLEANS, LA.

COPIES OF THIS PETITION AND MOTION WILL BE OBTAINED ON

SEVEN THIRTEEN SIXTYFOUR AND FORWARDED TO THE BUREAU.

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS.

END
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irEDERAL B JR~ OF ?tSh
flP. v; S.- DAIAT JUSTICE

COMMUJNICATION4S SEC~T
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FBI MOBILE
1-34PM URGENT 7/14/64 MCM

TO DIRECTOR //157-6-61//

FROM MOBILE /157-367/

RACIALOSITUATION STATE OF ALABAMASELMA ALABAMA. RM

ON JULY THIRTEEN, SIXTYFOUR, INFORMATION WAS RECiEVED FROM

USDJ DANIEL H. THOMAS THAT HE HAD ASSUMED JURISDICTION OVER

THE APPROXIMATELY SEVENTY PERSONS ARRESTED IN RACIAL DEMONSTRATIONS

AT SELMA, ALA. WHO STILL REMAINED IN JAIL AND HAD NOT MADE BOND

AS YET. AS OF JULY THIRTEEN, SIXTYFOUR TEN PERSONS OUT OF THE

TOTAL NUMBER OF SEVENTYFOUR ARRESTED HAD MADE BOND. THE REST

OF THE INDIVIDUALS EXCLUDING JUVENILES REMAINED IN JAIL. AS OF

JULY TEN, SIXTYFOUR, TWENTYFOUR JUVENILES HAD BEEN HANDLED BY

PROBATE COURT, THIRTEEN HAD BEEN RELEASED ON PROBATION TO THEIR

MOTHER, NINE REMAINED IN JAIL AFTER SOME RECEIVED SIXTY DAY

SENTENCES AND SOME WERE AWAITING TRANSFER TO MOUNT MEIGS

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL, MONTGOMERY, ALA. ONE WAS RELEASED TO HIS

UNCLE AND ONE ALLOWED TO MAKE THREE HUNDRED DOLLAR BOND TO GO

TO TOLEDO, OHIO T'O HIS FATHER. AS OF THE MORNI OF JULY FOURTEEN,

END PAGE ONE e A3
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PAGE TWO

SIXTYFOUR, A TOTAL OF FORTY PERSONS WHO HAVE NOT BEEN HANDLED

IN COURT AND WHO HAVE NOT MADE BOND STILL REMAIN IN JAIL.
g- z

USDJ THOMAS STATES THAT HE HAS SET THREE HUNDRED DOLLAR BOND ON

EACH ONE OF THE PERSONS REMAINING IN JAIL AND THOSE BONDS ARE

SURETY BONDS AND ACCEPTABLE SURETY BEING THE SELMA BAIL BOND

COMPANY AT SELMAALA. HE STATED HE HAD SO INOFRMED THE ATTORNEYS-

FOR THE PERSONS REMAINING IN JAIL AND THE THREE HUNDRED DOLLAR

BOND APPEARED TO BE SATISFACTORY WITH THEM. JUDGE THOMAS STATED

THAT HE FELT THAT MOST OF THESE PEOPLE STILL IN JAIL WOULD MAKE

BOND TODAY.

ON JULY THIRTEEN, SIXTYFOUR IN USDC, SELMA, ALA. A

PETITION FOR REMOVAL WAS FILED BY PETER A. HALL. THIS PETITION

REQUESTED THAT THE WRIT OF INJUNCTION ISSUED BY THE DALLAS COUNTY,

ALA. CIRCUIT COURT ON JULY NINE, SIXTYFOUR, BE TRANSFERRED TO

USDC FOR THE SDA AS PROVIDED BY TITLE EIGHTEEN, SEC. ONE FOUR

FOUR THREE, USC. THIS PETITION ALSO CONTAINED AS AN ATTACHMENT

A REMOVAL BOND STATING THAT RESOLUTE INSURANCE COMPANY OF RHODE

END PAGE TWO



PAGE THREE

ISLAND WAS THE BONDING COMPANY INSURING ALL COURT COSTS BE PAID

IN THE EVENT THE COST WERE NOT PAID BY SNCC. THE PETITION FOR

REMOVAL WAS SIGNED BY PETER A. HALL, BIRMINGHAM, AND ALSO

CONTAINED THE NAMES JACK GREENBERG, CHARLES H. JONES, JR.,

HENRY M. ARONSON AND CHAUNCEY ESKRIDGE AS ATTORNEYS FOR THE

PETITIONERS. RESPONDENTS WERE LISTED AS SNCC, SCLC, NAACP

AND A NUMBER OF INDIVIDUALS. AS OF THE MORNING OF JULY FOURTEEN,

SIXTYFOUR, USDJ THOMAS HAD MADE NO RULING REGARDING THIS PETITION.

BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF DEVELOPMENTS. P

END

FBI WASH DC A: '
TU
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FBI

Date: 7/14/64
Transmit the following in

Via ATR'ER T

(Type in plain text or code)

ATR MAIL
(Priority or Method of Mailing)
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TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

DIRECTOR, FBI (157-6-61)

ACs MOBILE (157-3

RACIAL SITUATIQKi
STATE OF ALABAMA
SELMAs ALABAMA
RM

Re Mobile teletype

67) (P)

to Bureau, 7/11/64.

Attached are two copies of a Petition for Removal
filed in U. S. District Court, Mobile, on 7/11/64. Also
enclosed are papers filed in connection with a Motion for
Injunctive Relief filed 7/11/64, and Order of U. S. District
Judge, Mobile, denying the motion. Also enclosed is one copy
of -aPetition for- Removal iledIAtILS 1tricL ourt,
Selma, Ala. on 7/13/64.
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UNITE STATES bISTRCT URT

oTHENDISTRICT O 4 A

SOUTHERN VIb&

THE STATE OF ALABAMA and THE -CITY OF SELMA
ALABAMA, N

flathriffs

EDDIE ALLEN JOHNNY ANDERSON, JAMES AUSTIN,
ANNIE LEE BANKS, PROFIT LEE BARLOW, WILLIIE
HENRY BENJAMIN, -GLORIA BOSTICK JONIE )4AE 41

CHESTNUT, VICTOR EDWARD CLAY ARIC yARNUM
JULIUS GRIFFIN, ARTIS NATHANIEL HARRIS, N
HOUSE, GEORGE M. HUDSON, PETER HUDSON CHARLES)
EDWARD JOHNSON, LEE JOHNSON, WILLIE JOHNSOtj c4
ARTHUR GODFREY JONES, JOHNNY JONES, CAROL. 
LAWSON, JOHN R. LEWIS, JOHN ALEXANDER LONE
NATHANIEL McNEAL EDDEE MINOR., FRANCIS 8 "+

MITCHELL, GERALDINE MITCHELL, ROZELL MORT
FRED MOSS SILAS NM , CHARLIE JAMES ra
.PREWALTER REVS LORETTA RI4T, CHAR SPORTERs';i
EDWARD ROBERTSON, WILLIAM STEELE IEROY -

STEVENS, LEWIS STRONG, OTIS STRONG,GERE
T. SHUTTLES, JESSIE TORRANCE, BENNY TUCKER
JAMES WILEY WILLIAM WODS and GERTRUDE,
YOUNG, and ALVERY WILLIAMSI

4-:t

$1r -4i4

TO THE JUDGES tO THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT CUT POR -THE

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA:: o'

i e petition of the above-named pet tiohers tb Peter dA.

re specfl'-so.

-44 I - ,

14 4* 44 ~ ~ ~ 4~~t

4, -

~4
N, w-.4 

44

-'#4 ~TTO O MVL ~'~
-'- 4 ~ 7.4'Irk _74

.~-t' ~ 4 ~T4 4

TO TE JUGES~OF HE NITE) SATESDISRICTCOUT PInTH

_yqCV4



4 e-41X~r V

(1) O or about July 4, 1964, the petitioner James w.

Wiley drove defendants Silas Norman, trofl Lawson and Karen House

to the Thirsty Boy Restaurant located as Broad Street) a widely

traveled public thoroughfare in the C1ty of Selma, Alabama. Wiley

drove into a parking lot, at about 3:U pM., which was located

in the rear of the restaurant. The aNer of the restaurant

informed defendants that the parking 3at was private property and

that they would have to leave. Thereups, defendants drove the

car onto the street, parked opposite the cafeteria, recrossed

the street and entered the-restaurant. The defendant Norman went

to the counter to place orders while the others seated themselves

around a table, Shortly after they had been seated, approxi-

mately ten deputy sheriffs of Ddlas Chaty entered the restaurant

and proceeded to speak to the manager The defendant Norman

overheard one deputy insist that the gmaup be arrested, although

the manager seemed not inclined to do m. The manager neither

warned nor made any demand upon defendants to leave. The Sheriff

of Dallas County, James tlark, entered the restaurant and he,

along with the deputies present, beganamving the defendants out

of the restaurant. Defendants were plad under arrest and

charged with trespass after warning (?T. 14, 5426). Addition-

ally, James Wiley was charged with readsting arrest (Tit. -14,

51 402-406) and Carol Lawson was charged with carrying a con-

cealed weapon (Tit. 14, .161). These charges, apparently., were

predicated upon the conduct of defendants who, after peacefully

en ering the said restaurant, were refema the full and equal

enjoyment of its goods, services and armemodations. Defendants

were all Negro citizens who were forcibly ejected solely on

amount pf their race or color. The restaurant has had a con-

linuous policy of.refusing service to Igro persons ano, as

-2-



there was no other apparent reason for their ejection, this, inr-

entially, can only be construed as a manifestation of said policy.

Although the manager of the restaurant indicated that thy

parking lot was private property, never was there a demand made

upon the defendants by the manager that they leave. Clearly,

Sheriff Clark and his deputies were enforcing a policy, practice,

custom and usage of the City of Selma in enforcing racial segrega-

tion in places of public accommodation. Also, defendants, in

!!seeking service in the restaurant, two days.after passage of the

1964 Civil Rights Act, were acting under color of its provisions

;in a place of public accommodation clearly Included in the act.

(2) On the date preceding July 4, the defendant Benny

Tucker, accompanied by the defendants John tone and James Austin,

were pushing a car in the possession and control of Tucker on the

streets of Selma, Alabama. Although the automobile was validly

!licensed, the defendant Tucker was arrested for improper licenslag

of his vehicle (Code of Ala., 1940, as amended). This charge was

11predicated, apparently on the fact that the automobile also had

a California license plate on the front. In fact, this arrest was

only a part of a series of arrests by Sheriff Clark, or persons

acting on his behalf, for conduct connected with civil rights

activity. The above defendants, including Benny Tucker, are

field workers or field secretaries for the Student Non-Violent

Coordinating Committee (S.N.C.C.). 4 Since the fall of last year

ant forsome time prior thereto, these persons, along with many

otihrs of the present petitioners, have been engaged in various

kinds of civil rights activities. Principal among these activi-

ties has been the conduct of voter registration and voter

education projects, the distribution of handbills and leaflets to

r.0.blicize meetings in connection therewith, the conduct of picket-

in. ancd other informational activities to Inform and educate the

- -3-'
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Selma community, and to encourage Negro members of the community

to register to vote.

The pending charge against defendant Tucker is another in

a series of incidents manifesting an harassing, utimidating and

abusive use of state processes to interfere with or curtail the

conduct of voter registration and other civil rights programs.

defendantt Tucker was arrested three times in the fall of 1963,

on, to wit! 9/16/63, 9/24/63, and 10/26/63, on charges, respec-

tively, of parading without a permit; contributing to the

delinquency of a minor; and criminal provocation.)

(3) defendant Eric Farnum was arrested on July 3, 1964,

while walking toward the corner of Philpot Avenue and Broad

Street in the City of Selma, Alabama, on charges of disturbing

the peace (Tit. 14, 5119, Code of Ala.). This charge was predi-

il cated on allegations that petitioner Farnum, a white person work-

ing as a S.N.C.C. field worker, whistled at a white female person

in the area where the arrest occurred. In fact, this defendant

never created any kind of disturbance, as alleged, or otherwise.

(4) Shortly after 1:00 P.M. on July 6, 1964, defendant

Jonie Chestnut, accompanied by two others, arrived in front of

the Dallas County Courthouse building. As the defendant

Chestnut began to unfold her sign, Sheriff Clark took the sign

from her hands and placed her and the two others under arrest.

They were charged with interference with a court abile in ses-

sion (City Ordinance of Selma, Alabama, adopted Oct. 14, 1963).

Certainly, these petitioners had begun no activity which could

reasonably be proscribed by*the adinance itself, as they were

arrested before beginning their picketing.

At the same time, the petitioners listed in Group D herein

. .p...:) began to assemble on the steps of the Federal Court

I.ilding direc t) across the street from the Dallas County Court-

1-*.se. Some of the persons gathered were members of S.N.C.C.

4*



or otherwise Involved in the S.N.C.C. "Freedom Day" program,'

while others of the petitioners were mere passersby or curious

onlookers. For example, the petitioner Gertrude Young was leav-

ing her employment to join her husband who works in the vicinity

of the courthouse, while the petitioner Annie Lee Banks was on

her way to the Post Office Building at the time the gathering

occurred. Some of the persons gathered on the Federal Courthouse

steps began singing and shortly thereafter Sheriff Clark announced

that all in the area were under arrest. At this time persons

acting on behalf of the sheriff began moving part of the assemble

into the old Post Office Building. There, these petitioners were

forcibly pushed, shoved and cattle-prodded onto the street and

into the Dallas County Jail. During the course of the arrests

many persons were wounded. They were all charged, under the

aforementioned municipal ordinance, with interfering with a

court while in session.

The charges placed against these petitioners apparently

were predicated on the supposition that all Negroes who were in

the area of the Federal Court Building, or who were observing

the arrests of persons about to picket, whether or not they

engaged in singing or any other conduct, but by their presence

alone, were interfering with the court session across the street.!

Clearly, the arrests were only part of a scheme of retaliation

designed to prevent any protest or demonstration against dis-

criminatory voter registration practices, or other segregation

policies and practices in the City of Selma.

(5) Or July 7, 1964, and at about 1:15 P.M., the peti-

tioners Gloria Bostick, Geraldine Mitchell and James Talbert

.7re carrying signs reading "Register to Vote--One Man, One

V-'e," ir front of the Federal Building in the City of Selma. I

Tev were arrested and charged under the above-cited Selma

-5 -
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ordinance proscribing interference with courts while in session.

Charly, these petitioners, walking quietly on the street across

from the County Court building were engaged in no conduct which

could be constitutionally construed as being proscribed by the

ordinance in question.

(6) On July 8, 1964, between 1:00 and 2:00 in the after-

noon, the defendants William Tolbert and Frederick Reese drove,

on separate occasions, the defendants Ernest MacMillan, James

Hearnes, Theodus Hankins, Willie James Reynolds and Samuel

Newell to the Federal Building. Tne defendants Tolbert and

Reese drove in two different automobiles. After Reese had

deposited the defendants Hearnes, Mankins and MacMillan at the

Federal Building he drove two blocks and was placed under

arrest. He was charged with contributing to the delinquency of

a minor. Defendant Tolbert, similarly, after driving a few

blocks from the Federal Building was placed under arrest and

charged with the same offense. Before any of the other defend-

ants commenced picketing in front of the Federal Building they

were also placed under arrest and charged with interference with

a court while in session. Clearly, none of dbese defendants

were even colorably engaged in any conduct which could be pro-

scribed by the statute and ordinance under which they were

charged.

All of the petitioners named in paragraphs (1) througn

(6) hereof, are presently incarcerated in the Dallas County Jail.j

For the convenience of this Court, the petitioners named in

paragraphs (1) through (6) hereof will be grouped as follows,

with designation of the charges pending against them, and

wherever known the numbers of their cases:
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Group A

Karen House

Carol Lawson

Silas Norman

James Wiley

Group B

Benny Tucler

Eric Farnum

Charge

Trespass after Warning and
carrying concealed weapon

"o i

Improper vehicle license

Disturbing the peace

Group C

Gloria Bostick I
.84

Geraldine Mitchell

James Talbert

Ernest MacMilhn

James Hearnes

Theodus Hankins

Willie James Reynolds

SamueL Newell

William Tolbert C
q

Frederick Reese

nterference
ession

of

it"

"

with court in

"o

of

i

"o

"t

i

"1

ontributing to the delin-
uency of a minor

i" i

Group D

Johnny Anderson Interference
proceeding

Artis Nathaniel Harris "I

Arti-ur Godfrey Jones "f

Williax Steele "t

Eddie Allen

with court in

"

"

"

"

18929

18930

18931

18932

18933

-7-
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Group D (Continued)

Lee Johnson Interference
proceeding

William Woods "1

Eddie Minor

Nathaniel McNeal "

Gertrude Young

Profit Lee Barlow

Loretta Riley

Willie Johnson

Francis H. Mitchell

Annie Lee Banks

Julius Griffin

George T. Suttles "

Otis Strong

Charles Edward
Robertson

John R. Lewis

John Alexander Lone

George Suttles

Victor Clay "t

Willie Henry Benjamin "

with court in

Each of the above petitioners, except the pedrioner John

Lewis, as aforestated, is presently in actml custody. Although

the petitioners set out in groups C and D were charged with vio-

lation of a municipal ordinance, they are presently being held in

the Ddlas County Jail upon bail set at $300.00 per charge per

petitioner. These petitioners have been unable to secure their

release. Except for the petitioner John lawis, no date has been

set for trial and petitioners remain incarcerated without either

-8-
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18939

18942

18943

18944

18945

18948

18949

18950

18951

18952

18953

18954

18955

18956

18957

18958
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opportunity to 'secure the bail required or to try the substantive

issues involved in the charges brought against them.

The acts for which petitioners are being held to answer,

as described in paragraphs (1) to (6) above, are, insofar as the

defenses charged have any basis in fact, acts in the constitu-

tionally.protected exercise of petitioners' rights of freedom of

speech,aesembly and petition guaranteed by the United States

Constitution, First and Fourteenth Amendments -and 42 United

States Code, Section 1983 (19§8), which acts are also in the

exercise of petitioners' privileges and immunities as citizens of

the United States guaranteed by the Fourteenth and Fifteenth

Amendments to tie United Sates Constitution and 42 United States

Code, Section 1985 (1958), and 42 United States Code, Section

1971 (1958) to disseminate information concerning the means of

registration for voting in federal as well as local and state

ekctions, and to urge Negroes having the qualifications of

voters to register for voting in all such elections. Insofar

as the offenses charged against petitioners are based on alle-

gations of conduct not protected by the Federal Constitution

and laws cited, those allegations are groundless in fact. Con-

viction of petitioners on the charges against them has and will

punish them for the exercise of rights, privileges and immunities,

secured them by the Federal Constitution and laws, and has and

will deter them from the future exercise of these rights, privi-

leges and immunities, for, if the Alabama statutes under which

they are prosecuted make petitioners' conduct criminal, those

statutes are unconstitutional as applied, whereas if the statutes

are construed so as to save their constitutionality under the

-9-
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Federal Constitution, there'is no evidence upon which petitioners

may be convicted consistent with the due process of law required

by the Fourteenth Amendment.
Moreover, several of the petitioners (see especially

paragraph (1), pp. 2-3) were acting under color of Title 2 of

the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Stat. _ , providing for

equal rights of citizens to seek services rendered in places

of public accommodation. Also, these petitioners were arrested

for failure to do acts inconsistent with conduct authorized by

said statute.

Petitioners' arrests, as described in paragraphs (l)-(6),

supra, have been and are being carried on with the sole purpose

and efect of intimidating and harassing them and of punishing

them for, and deterring them from, exercising constitutionally

protected rights of free speech and of assembly. Petitioners

were protesting the policy, practice, custom and usage prevail-

ing in Selma, Alabama, and which prevail throughout the State of

Alabama, of perpetuating racial segregation by ordinance,

statute, custom, usage, and practice.

Petitioners have sought to urge Negroes, the victims of

this discrimination, to attempt to register to vote, or to

become qualified to do so, to utilize on an equal basis the

public facilities and accommodations of the community, and to

participate fully in its active social and economic life. An

atmosphere of fear and hatred of petitioners' activities in the

State of Alabama has been generated and maintained by the con-

duct of the Sheriff of Dallas County, persons acting on his

behalf, and persons acting as agents of the executive department

of the State. Blanchard McLeod, the Circuit Solicitor of Dallas

County, wno is charged by Alabama law with the fair and impar-

tial conduct of trials, himself participated in making the

- 10 -
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arrests of July 6, 1964. Clearly, the petitioners herein, who

are charged with state offenses and whose cases would be ini-

tially prosecuted by the Circuit Solicitor, would be unable to

secure a state court proceeding in which they could secure their

federal constitutional protections.

Bye eason of the foregoing, petitioners are being prose-

cuted for acts done under color of the authority derived from

the Federal Constitution and laws providing forequal rights,

thatIs, United States Constitutional Amendments 1, 14; 42

U.S.C. $5 1971, 1983, 1985, and the Civil Rights Act of 1964

(Title II) and/or for refusing to do acts on the ground that

they would be inconsistent with the Constitution and laws cited.I

Also, by reason of the allegations of paragraphs (1)-(6) above,

and more particularly, those set out below, petitioners have

been denied, are being denied, and cannot enforce in the courts

of the State of Alabama, rights under the cited federal consti-

tutional and statutory sections providing for the equal rights

of citizens of the United States andall persons within the jur-

isdiction of the United States. Moreover, some of the peti-

tioners have been denied, by direct action of the Sheriff of

Datas County, an officer of the State of Alabama, the right to

seek services accorded by a public accommodation under the 1964

Civil Rights Act, and have been arrested for acting under color

fits authority, or for refusing to act in a manner inconsisten

with its provisions.

* tuionl ad satuorysecion prvdngfrth qalrgt



The above titled actions are criminal prosecutions, which

may be removed by petitioners pursuant to the provisions of

Title 28, U.S.C., 51443(1) and (2). With regard to 1443(1),

petitioners are denied or cannot enforce in the courts of the

State of Alabama rights under laws providing for the equal right

of citizens of the United States, or of all persons within the

jurisdiction thereof.

By reason of the foregoing (paragraphs I - III), and as

related to 1443(2), petitioners are being prosecuted for acts

done under color of authority derived from the Federal Constitu-

tion and laws providing for equal rights, that is, U. S. Const.,

Amends. I and IV and 42 U.S.C. i5 1981 and 1952, and Tit. 2 of

the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and/or for refusing to do acts on

the grounds that they would be inconsistent with the Constitu-

tion and laws cited.

V

Petitioners are unable to enforce their federal rights in

the courts of Alabama and particularly in the Inferior Court of

Dallas County, and the Recorders' Court of the City of Selma,

because those courts are hostile to petitioners by reason of

their race, or by reason of activity on their part which would

promote their rights, and by reason of the commitment of those

courts to enforce Alabama's policy, practice, custom and usage

J racial dis-rimination. Moreover, the application of the

<ta1LttfS and4 ordinances, as set forth above, in such a manner

is wit p nish petitioners for the exercise of rights, privi-

jeks ancd innunities secured by the Federal Constitution and

- 12 -



laws, and in such a manner as stated herein violates the United

States Constitution in the following particulars:

(a) The jury system by which petitioners would ultimately

be tried in the state courts violates the due process dause of

the Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution in

that Negroes are systematically excluded therefrom and that peti-

tioners, protesting the denial of constitutional rights of

Negroes, could not receive a fair trial under such circumstances.

(b) The anticipated trials of petitions in the segre-

gated system of justice prevailing in Alabama, as evidenced by

various ordinances and statutes preserving segregation within

various institutions, violates the due process and equal protec-

tion clauses of the United States Constitution.

(c) The prejudiced atmosphere created by newspaper

publicity, the acts and public statements of various officials

in the City of Selma, including the acts of the Circuit Solicitor

who participated in making arrests of some of the petitioners

herein, and the trial of petitioners in the above causes, will

deprive them of the right to a fair and impartial trial as

guaranteed by the due process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment

to the United States Constitution.

(d) The maintenance by the State of Alabama and the City

of Selma on both an official and unofficial basis of a policy,

practice, custom and usage of depriving Negro citizens of equal

rights, particularly the right to participate in the election of

public officials, against which petitioners have been actively

protesting, violates 42 U.S.C. 55 1971, 1981, and the due pro-

cess and equal protection clauses of the Fourteenth Amendment to

the United States Constitution.

(e) The maintenance by the State of Alabama anca Dallas

County of segregated drinking fountains, washrooms and toilet

- - 13 -
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facilities within the County Court building, in whick petition-

ers' trials would be conducted, as part of the official policy,

practice, custom and usage of Ddas County and the State of

Alabama, of depriving Negro citizens of equal opportunities,

causes a flagrant violation of the equal protection clause of

the Fourteenth Amendment to the Federal Constitution.

WHEREFORE, petitioners pray that the above acts now

pending in the Inferior Court of Dallas County, Alabam and the

Recorders' Court of the City of Selma, in said County and State,

be removed to this Court;

petitioners pray that this Court, pursuant to its powers

under Title 28, U.S.C., 11446(f) issue its writ of haleas corpus,

cum causa, as the defendants herein are all now in the actual

custody of the State of Alabama;

petitioners further pray that this Court grant latever

temporary or permanent injunctive relief as may be necessary and

in aid of its jurisdiction, which is just and proper, and in

particular:

(1) that after a full and complete hearing this Court

relieve petitioners of the unconstitutional restraint upon their

exercise of constitutionally protected rights imposed by the

arbitrary and abusive setting of bail, and that bail be set upon

such reasonable conditions as this Court deems necessary to

prescribe;

(2) that plaintiffs be restrained from making arbitrary

and unreasonable arrests, or using state or city law enforce-

rTnt agents or state process to harass and intimidate

riuners: and

- 14 -



(3) that this Court grant such other and further relief

as it may determine just and proper under the circumstances.

Respectfully submitted,

IENRY M. ARONSON
51 Farmington Avenue
Hartford, Connecticut

1630 Fourth Avenue, North
Birmingham, Alabama

JACK GREENBERG
CHARLES H. JONES, JR.

10 Columbus Circle
New York 19, New York

Attorneys for Defendants.



STATE OF ALABAMA )

COUNTY OF DALLAS )

JOHN B. LEWIS, BEING DULY SWORN, DEPOSES AND SAYS

THAT HE IS ONE OF THE PETrZONERS HEREIN AND THAT HE

HAS READ THE FOREGOING PETITION AND KNOWS THE CONTENTS

THEREOF,'AND THAT THE SAME IS TRUE TO NIS OWN KNOWLEDGE,

EXCEPT AS TO THOSE MATTERS WHEREIN SrArED TO BE ON

INFORMATION AND BELIEF, AND AS TO THOSE HATTERS HE

BELIEVES THEM TO BE TRUE.

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME

THIS 9TH DAY OF JULY, 1964.

It )NOTARY 16ALIC

Ii

I



IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA

SOUTHERN DIVISION-

THE STATE OF ALABAMA and THE CITY
OF SELMA, ALABAMA, )

Plaintiffs, )

V. )

EDDIE ALLEN, et al.,

Defendants.

AMENDED PETITION FOR REMOVAL

The Petition for Removal of the above-named petitioners-

defendants, being Civil Action No. , by Peter A. Hall,

Charles H. Jones, Jr. and Henry M. Aronson, three of their

attorneys, is hereby amended in the following respects:

(1) The following persons are added as additional peti-

tioners for removal. The same facts and circumstances alleged

in paragraphs II through V of the aforementioned Petition for

Removal apply to them equally as to all petitioners therein

named. These additional petitioners are William James Gardner,

Bessie Lee Gordon, Gloria Jean Harvell, Benjamin Franklin

Harrison, Theodis Hawkins, Jr., James Hearnes, Dee Jones, Jr.,

Johnnie Michael Leshore, David Lewis, Jr., Ernest M. McMillan,

Alma Lee Moore, Willie James Reynolds, Willie C. Robertson, Joe

Smitherman, Raymon Standberry, Alice Mae Stewart, George Suttles,

i Huston Vaughan and Frederick Douglas Reese.



(2) The additional petitioners and the original petition-

ers have each been charged, on or about July 9-10, 1964, with

the offense of contributing to the delinquency of a minor, in

addition to all other charges pending against them as set out in

paragraph 1(6) of the original Petition for Removal. In each of

the cases arising out of the contributing to delinquency of

minors charge, bail has been fixed in an amount varying between

$300 and $500.-

(3) Paragraph 1(6) of the original Petition for Removal,

filed herein, is hereby amended in the following mainer: The

words "Picketing, parading or demonstrating near a building

housing a court of the City of Selma, Dallas County, or State

of Alabama" shall be substituted in place of the words "Inter-

ference with court in session" and "interference with court in

proceeding."

Respectfully submitted,

1630 Fourth Avenue, North
Birmingham, Alabama

JACK GREENBERG
CHARLES H. JONES, JR.

10 Columbus Circle
New York 19, New York

RENRY M. ARONSON
11 Farmington Avenue

Hartford l, Connecticut

Attorneys for Defendants

SA
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IN THE UNI STATES DISTRICT CURT

FR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA

SOUTHERN DIVISiON

JOHN R. LEWIS, FRANCIS H. MITCHELL,
VILLIAM WOODS and GERUDE YOUNG, on )
behalf of themselves individually and
all other persons similarly situated, )

Plaintiffs, )
v* ) CIVIL ACTION

JAMES C. CLARK Sheriff of Dallas County,
Alabama; BIANCA McLECD Solicitor of )
the Fourth Judicial Circuit of Alabama;
ED MULLEN, Chief of Police of the City of )
Selma Alabama; ROYAL RANDOLPH SMITH,
City Attorney of the City of Selma, )
Alabama; EDGAR P. RUSSELL JR., Recorder
of the City of Selma, Alabama HENRY REESE, )
Solicitor of the County of Dallas Alabama;
BERNARD A. REYNOIDS, Judge of 'Proate of )
the County of Dallas, Alabama; and their
successors in each such office, )

Defendants. )

NOTICE OF APPEAL

70: Mr. James Clark
Sheriff of Dallas County
Dallas County Courthouse
Selma, Alabama

Hon. Blanchard McLeod
Solicitor, Fourth Judicial
Dallas County Courthouse
Selma, Alabama

Mr. Ed Mullen
Chief of Police of Sela
City Hall
Selma, Alabama

Mr. Royal Randolph Smith
City Attorney of Selma
City Hall
Selma, Alabama

No.

Circuit



Mr. EdgarP. Russell, Or.
Recorder of the City of Selma
City Hall
Selin, Alabama

son. eary Seese
Solicitor of the City of Selma
City Hail
Selma, Alabama

Hon. Bernard A. Reynolds
Judge of Probate of the

County of Dallas
Dallas County Courthouse
Seima, Alabama

NOTICE IS HEREBY given that Sohn R. Lewis, et al.,

plaintiffs in the above-stated case, hereby appeal to the United

States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit from the order of

the United States District Court for the Southern District of

Alabama, Southern Division, entered on the day of July,

1964, denying their petition for injunctive relief.

1680 Fourth Avenue, North
Birmingham, Alabama

SACK GREEERG
CHARLES 3. i0ES, OR.

10 Colpmus Circle
New York 19, New York

HENRY M. AROMM
151 Farmington Avenue
Hartford 15, Connecticut

Attorneys for Plaintiffs
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ZI TIN VIILD STATa DISTRIrC COURT
FOR 98% sUTIWK BISTBICr OF ALABAHA

80UTHI*I DIVISION

JOHN LEWIS, sr AL, 3
PAIrTrs, )33

v. ) CIIL ACTION NO.

JAMES 0. CLARK, S nrIFror )
DALLAS CoUNTY, ALABAMA, Nr AL,

DEFENDANTS.

O00 7OR IIJUICTIFE RELIEF

UPo was VERFnD COMPLAINr suPPoR tED BYrTHE

AFFZDAVz OF PETR A. HA&L, ABS TmE VERZFZD ALLGATzONS

oF rE PETIZON FOR REMOVA INCORPORATED INO rE com-

PLAZNT P&AZNZFFS MVr rIZ 0RCOU AS FOLLOWS:

1. To 5BBWE A TMPOARY IrCrIVE ORDER RSrAAZI-

ZG rE DEFENDANTS, THEZR AGEmTS, ASzBSAmS, AND THOBS

ZN ACTzE ONcBEAR WzT RrM FROm:

(A) ARBESTING Tr P&AINzIFFS, AND ALL PERSONS ON

WHOSE BHA&P rEY BUS, FOR BENAGZNG IN fE ACTIrzzES

DEsBCAzBBD z PARAGRAPw 3(A) ERmmAFrsa;

(a) SETZI OR REQUIIAz ECSSZVE BAZ, AND RE-

FUSzGOR FAILza TO APPLY RASANABLE BrANDARDS OF BAZL

TO ASSURE rE APPEAAANE OF PLAIZTFFS rN CASES PENDZG

AGAzmS TEM;

(c) REFUszw TO ACCEPT REABONABLE AND SUFFICzEr

SURETY TO SECUREr APPEARANCES OF P&AZIrZFFS IN CABSS

PENDING AGAINST rErM;

(D) rPosING atEL AND UxNUAL PUzSEnT rPON



'-. ~ -~.~-r ~

~K-~

-' -A.
9

4

TENK WZ&E PrEST ARNA I %NIN OWtDy;

(S) A" Pdt, &%IN 7%INALJ rEARAZNG, !Z 8NORABLE

CoR W LL D Mat VE PAztrs tNo se rAmSONAEr BAIL

AS WIZL OARAMPEE tPEBZ APPEARANC At PNS tRZAL OF CAUES

PENDZG AGAINSt rW; AND HA 9rim NA NARVE UsCR OTHER

AND FURrA REZP AB I rI C.or NA nrwb #Bv.

2. T@ %BB&& A tErPORARANBD PERMANBEMP IUzNCzON,

AFTER NOVICE AD E4%A" ARIN, A£RAIZIG REt DEFENDANTs,

Vr EZR AGENS AND ABBVA NIB, AND TROsE Z ACZVE CONCEAR

WZrI THEE9 FPRO ALL'ACt BPECIFzED IN PARAGRAPH 1 RAPo.

3. fHE eUoma or 1rs MorToN, AS wOR FULLr sEr

FORTM z VIE RAZFzD @COPLAzN, lBE AMEXED AFFZDAVP

OF PETR A. HALL, AND tE VERIAZFID ALLGATONS0 tOFiER

PETITION POR ARNCT6, iAB PtdP.:

(A) DAZY AND COrIVO ARABBs OF TrBs PLA1ZP11W,

on or Paso s aN WHss assAL sa sE, coNrTIUE to as

MADE z VBE CtY OF Szw, ALABAMAr Ft BE UOLE pPvRpeBB

OF RARABUINO, ZTEARIN WZ", OR CAV8%NG PRZOR RBBUAINT

OF, rIE PErA@BAuL UZERCUzs sF 0S*oNVzIvrfZA&-PArOtcrb

AZ£0r8, PrCIPA&L& BE Bs oNDC Op VErBA REGUzRATIoN

AND bDUCAPION NEBPMU AND ULA488"B RE PUBLICATzON AN"

Dz8PABUtzK WP LAFLXPB AND PAMPRLsA IN CONNECI@N

tERE WIEr, AND VE ATAZMe AND IUPLAYrzmG OF SzS AN

PLACARDU NBPOA~RBN PRE US Yev Frr or trS 0ACTzrz S.

ADDII@SFAL, Amer& DAVE SDB mADE tO PROHzBz rIE

XRACZS OF 5Z1Kr SF FEPE UPECB AND ASSBLY AND EQAL

PaorwaroN or ra &AvS oUARersEDar r 5THr E Frasr AN

2 8 -



rair FoURvaar AMNnMENirs to rsE Urxr. SrATES CONSrzru-

TZON AND BY FEDEAAL STATES UARANBETSi CZIVL RIGHTS.

SUCH ARRSS CONSTrTWT A DENIZA. OF BEa AzGHTS. hOST

OF HE EMBRSOF THE CLASSOD*B ~iFPANIF
or r arraras oN MOD masoMwor asar PLAumrzrr

BUE ARE PRESENTLY IN CUSTODY, MAB& SE CURE RELEASE

TrEREFROm BOAUB0 S oNDzzONs OF BAZL AEI SEN CONTINUOUS-

Lr CHAosD (aSS AFFIDAVr r or Psrta A. FAL).

(B) ons or EE NAMED arErENDAmS, TmEA assEs OR

ASSsrANS, NArE ourSV ANY INDICArION "o PAIrTIFFS OR

ANr or rHm PRsOS or wosE assAL? rar &us THAT ARRESrs

AND HAASSENTSr WHICH INTERFERES WITE :M PEACEFUL CONDUCT

or coNsTIrrOxALLr PaorCTEn AcrrIrms WILL Nor corrNE

IN THE FUTUAB. H@AE@VBA, SON OF PSE DEFENDANTS HAVE

OBTAINED AN zNvJCPiom zOW NR E CI8UIW s@wRT OF DALLAS

CouNTr ExJoININO TnE PLAINIFS manI, AND PESONS ON

WHoar arEALF rEr SUE, FROM eADOZ r CLEAYar coNSrrrU-

TzONALLY PROTECTED A@PIPBrES.

(0) KIRAS OF tES EOAArrow sOaNAr PLAITIZrFS

HArs ExPRssEDa r s IaEa to coNTrz rrRa ArGIrSRArON

AND EDUCATION PROJECT AND TEE OfER AOE-BPECIFzED

ACIzIzzB IN PROTET ASANSB ACIAL MSCRIZNZArON AND

ARE HUS TREATENED WIr AAABBPB AN" EmAssmENT.

(D) UNLBS ALL I&LBAL AAArBW AND MZSUBS OF SrA

COURT PROCESS FOA VWU94A&%9 %zIVI ANrS ACrZZTxS

CEASE, PLAINTIFFS AND MEBRSA *F THEra ORGANIZATION WILL

SUSTAIN INEDIA tN NO~ore INJarY rWemes LOSS OF TINE

AND EMPLOYMNT&, AND LOSS *F ALBrY NgoUGN UNLAWFUL

* -



I xrzj. ~ D~ZOWr iir s rA oey i mu- m

DETENTI@N. IN ADDITION TO IWB RELIBF MOVM RIN PARAGRAPHS

1 AD B2HERBOF, PLAzINTFFS Asi RAT RzS eRat ENJOIN

JAMES 0. LArar, SHERaIr or DALLAS Cour, AN ALL PERsoN

ZN ACTIVE CONCER OR PAArzCzPArzON WZT r82, PROMIN ZANY

WAY ENFORCNzG rE ABOVE-REFEAAED-SO INZJN4EVET ORDER

esN Er ZNrHECANEss oF DALLAD CoUrrL &r A 7. rErT fos-

oIOLN CORDINAoon NrG 0OMITrE. r AL ON a ABour JuLY 10,

1964; rH CIr or SEMa ALABAMA, Is eAGERm", sERANrs,

AND APPORBB A e AND RE COUrr OF DALLAS, sATE OF ALABAMA,

AND ZS AENrs, BEAVANr, AND ATTORNErS, "OM NFORCZG

AGAzS HXEBE PLAZNrzFFS OR PERSONS ON WWw BEHALF rEY

SE RSE AFORSBAZD ZNJNCTIVE ORDER ZN AN aur WHzC WILL

VzOLA RAZGHS HERZI CLAZED.

(E) No zJRzES WI&L BE SUSTAZED rSTrE DEFENDANrS

o RE PUBLIC THROUeK TEE Zs8UANCE OF A ERPORARY ZNJUC-

TzV ORDER, PALzzARY o PERMANENT INJUW ON, BBCASE

ALL PERABONS FROM PLAINTFFS' OANAIZATzON AVE CONDUCrD

THZA PROJECTS Z A PEACEFUL AND OADEALY MWAER.

PETERA. BALL
1650WArr Ars. FoR

BZRRmwAM, ALABAMA
CHARLES 5- outs .1.
JACer GaaNBRG

10 eCOUmBUS IRacLE
MEw Year, Mw roAxr

Hmar X aorson
151 FArmINorom AraEUE
HAaraD 15, Comm.



IN THE UNITED STATS DISTRICT OURY
FoR IWE 80JuTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAHA

SOUTHERN DIVISION

JOHN LEVIS, FR0NCI H. HIfCHELL,
WILLIAN MOODS AiD 0RTUDE YOUNG, oN )
BEHALF OF THE NoELyTED INDIVIDALLY
AND ALL OTHER PERSONB BZKZLAARL
SzrUATED,

PLAZNrZFFS,

v. CIVIL ACTION

NO.
JANES A. CLAMK, SRIFy or DALLAs )
Couvr, ALAd By; BLANCHARD HoLBOD,
SoLICIroa or rsT FOar JUDCAL )
racuIr OF ALAArA; ED SULLEN, CrW

or PoLICE o HroE CIr or SEL, )
ALABAMA; ROYAL RANDOLPH SKIfM, Crr
ArroasrN of E CTY OF SELiA,
ALABAMA; EDGAR P, RUSSELL, JR.,)

REcoRDs or TE Crr or SELa,
ALABAMA; HEIRY REESE, SoLICTroR or

rr COoUNr or DALAss, AABAnA; )
BERNARD A. REYNOLDS, JUDo OF PRoBArE

or r CoUr OF DALLAS, ALBA ; )
AND THZR SUCCEBBOAB Z ACK BUCK
OFFZ CE,

DEFENr~DANTSB. )

00PLAIBT

CONE Hr PLAirrzTIs, JoHN LaES, FAmeS H. NIrCE

WILLIAJr VOODS ANr GErRUr YouN, BY AND THROUGHr rER

ArroRNErs, PErR A. HALL, CHARS -H. JONES, JR. AND HENrY

ARONSON, wHO HEREBY RASPECTFULLY RPASEBrN AS FOLLOWS:



7k

a ~'-

fAT rZ Couar HAS OIazmAL JwRIBDzCrI OF rHz

ACTzON AND THAT TrE PLAzTIFFS HAVE TrE riGHT TO BRNzG

rzI sur UaNDE 42 U.S. CoDs, SEcroNS 1981 rHnoUv 1985

AND 28 U.S. CoDs SEroo 1343(5) AND rE FIsr, FoUrH,

FIrr, EorT AND FoarEErNT ANDrMErNS To rHE CoNsrzru-

rzoN OF Ts UNrED SrATrs.

II

PLAzrZFFS ALLEGyj THE FACTS COMAZED-Z INPARAGRAPHS

I THROUGH F IN THE ArrACrED ERIzFzED PETITION FOR REHOTAL

IN rE CASE OF Tx STATx OF ALABAMA v. EDDzz ALLEN, A

MATTER PENDZG BEFORE HrI COURT.

III

TE PLAZIrzIFFS RAVE BEEN AND ARE ZCARCERATED ZN

THE "BULL zNG" OF THE DALLAS CoUNr JAIL, WHICH MEASUAS

APPROXzIATELY TWELVE FEET BY TWENrY-FIVE FEET. THx FLOOR

zB CEMENT; THERE ARE NO BDS, 8NO BEDDZNG, AND NO BLANETB.

fTERIs OZNLY ONE rEXCLOBSD COMMODE AVAILABLE TO oCCyPANTf

OF THE "BULL RING." FBX FEMALB ARE IN ANorER CELL

MEASURZG APPROXZMATELY TWELVE FEET BY TWELVs FEET, WITH

AN UNENCLOSED COMMODE.



s)

W, WERNA by sease et the feteeta, platiffs

pray that this amasable Cot will take jureidLetstemef the

within cause, will great a teprary westratat order witheet

notice or head, sad will temporarily a ipna1 hearing

permanently ejot the IaeIIIa t ee pursue their seeree

of action as stowesaM, rea arrestag the platatiffs illegally;

from setting oaessive bal, ftm detaining timadawftlly

and from aesag eal and msual punishmnt oape them, and

that, pendig efal beariag, this Imsrable Caert will admit

the defendants to sach reaseeable bail as wll guarantee their

appearane at the trial of their cause, ed be such other

and further relief as the court may dee just.

1680tmath Arease Wrt
Bireiagham, Alabimn

Back Greaberg
Charles .ense, or.

10 Celmbus Circle
W ISk, ew York

Attorneys for PlaIntift



STATE OF AULMBA'

00UIr OF DALJAS B .

UBARLUI . JOES, JR.* BEI r DULY . sOar, xpooesU

AND UAY EreA aE ra es o aFE ArroANres aaErE AD arA

RB KAB EADB PSE POARMOO PVZZON AND KNWB SB 00NN'rBr

Z'EREOF, AN" SEAS SE ANE ID AZ E 1@ KID OWN KNWLEDGE,

EXCEPA AU 10 NROR RAPBrAB EREAZN BPAlED 10 BE ON Z-

OAXArZON AND DL& z; A AD 0 BOBE EAfBABD NE BELIEBsE

.*

SwearO A "e AND sBAUrE BORE

rate 10rjr war or her, 1984.

n0218 WBLI
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA

SOUTHERN DIVISION

THE STATE OF ALABAMA nd THE CITY OF SELMA,
AIABAMA,.)

lPlaintiffs,)

V.) -Ni

EDDIE ALLEN JOHNNY ANDERSON JAMES AUSTIN,
ANNIE LEE iiC, PROFIT LZE E !F, wILLIE )
,HENRY BENJAMIN GLORIA BOSTICK JONIE MAE

CHESTNUT, VICT EDWARD CAY iIC PARNUM,)
JULIUS GRIFFIN, ARTIS NATHANfE HARRIS, LAREN
HOUSE, GEORGE M. HUDSON, PETER HUDSON, CHARLES)

:EDWARD JOHNSON,, LEE JOHNSON, WILLIE JOHNSON,
ARTHUR GODFREY JOM JOHNNY JONES, CAROL )
LAWSON JOHN R. LEVIA JOHlN ALEXANDER LONE,
NATHANfEL McNEAL EPDDf MINOR, FRANCIS H.)
MITCHELL, GERAIDINE MITCHELL, ROZELL MORTON,
FRED MOSS SILAS NCRMAN CHALIE JAMES)
PORTER, WATER REEVES, TTA RILEY, CHARLES'EDUARD ROBERTSON ILLIAM STEELE, LEROY)
STEVENS, LEWIS SRONG, OTIS STRONG, GEORGE.
T. SUTTLES, JESSIE TORRANCE, BENNY TUCKER,)
JAME~S WILEY wmIIM WOoWS and GRRiuDE
YOUNG,. and ALVERY wILLIAM~S,

Defendants.)

PETITION FOR REMOVAL

TO THE JUDGES OF THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA:

The petition of the above-named petitioners' by Peter A.

Hall, Jr. and Charles H. Jones, Jr., two of their attorneys,

*rosij<. fullyy shows:

ma

I

5-.
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(1) On or about July 4, 1964, the petitioner James W.

Wiley drove defendants Silas Norman, Carol Lawson and Karen House

to the Thirsty Boy Restaurant located on Broad Street, a widely,
traveled public thoroughfare in the City of Selma, Alabama. Vile

drove into a parking lot, at about 3:00 P.M., which was located!

in the rear of the restaurant. The manager of the restaurant

informed defendants that the parking lot was private property and

i that they would have to leave. Thereupon, defendants drove the

car onto the street, parked opposite the cafeteria, recrossed

the street and entered the restaurant. The defendant Norman went

to the counter to place orders while the others seated themselves

around a table. Shortly after they had been seated, approxi-

mately ten deputy sheriffs of Ddlas County entered the restaurant

and proceeded to speak to the manager. The defendant Norman

overheard one deputy insist that the group be arrested, although

the manager seemed not inclined to do so. The manager neither

warned nor made any demand upon defendants to leave. The Sheriff

of Dallas County, James Clark, entered the restaurant and he,

along with the deputies present, began moving the defendants out

of the restaurant. Defendants were placed under arrest and

charged with trespass after warning (Tit. 14, 1426). Addition-

ally, James Wiley was charged with resisting arrest (Tit. 14,

15 402-406) and Carol Lawson was charged with carrying a con-

cealed weapon (Tit. 14, $161). These charges, apparently, were

p:dicated upon the conduct of defendants who, after peacefully

entering the said restaurant, were refused the full and equal

*;; vent.~d of its goods, services and accommodations. Defendants

* are all Iegro citizens who were forcibly ejected solely on

amzou.it. of their race or color. The restaurant has had a con-

i-'ou policy of refusing service to Negro persons and, as

. -2 -
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there was no other apparel reason for their ejection, this, infer-

entially, can only be conatzued as a manifestation of said policy.

Although the manager of the restaurant indicated that the

'parking lot was private proerty, never was there a demand made

upon the defendants by the annager that they leave. Clearly,

IiSheriff Clark and his depates were enforcing a policy, practice,

custom and usage ofthe City of Sesma in enforcing racial segrega-,

"tion in places of public aceemdation. Also, defendants, in

seeking service in the restmorant, two days after passage of the

111964 Civil Rights Act, were acting under color of its provisions

in a place of public accommoation clearly included in the act.

(2) on the date preceding July 4, the defendant Benny

Tucker, accompanied by the Asfendants John Lone and James Austin,

were pushing a car in the possession and control of Tucker on the

streets of Selma, Alabama. Although the automobile was validly

licensed, the defendant Ther was arrested for improper licensing

of his vehicle (Code of Ala.. 1940, as amended). This charge was

predicated, apparently on the fact that the automobile also had

a California license plate an the front. In fact, this arrest was

only a part of a series of arests by Sheriff Clark, or persons

acting on his behalf, for caiuct connected with civil rights

activity. The above defendams, including Benny Tucker, are

field workers or field seceIries for the Student Non-Violent

Coordinating Committee (SX.C.cC.). Since the fall of last year

an6 forsome time prior theises, these persons, along with many

o-thr of the present petitiuears, have been engaged in various

kinds of civil rights activitIes. Principal among these activi-

tc 1s been the conduct of voter registration and voter

1:-'xacion projects, the distribution of handbills and leaflets to

publicize meetings in connection therewith, the conduct of picket-

r ord other informational activities" to inform and educate the

- *-3-
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Selma community, and to encourage Negro members of the community
to register to vote.

The pending charge against defendant Tucker is another in ' fr

a series of incidents manifesting au harassing, intimidating and

abusive use of state processes to interfere with or curtail the i, v'

conduct of voter registration and other civil rights programs.-

(Defendant Tucker was arrested three times in the fall of 1963,

on, to wit: 9/16/63, 9/24/63, and 10/26/63, on charges, respec-

tively, of parading without a permit; contributing to the

delinquency of a minor; and criminal provocation.)-

(3) Defendant Eric Farnum was arrested on July 3, 1964,

while walking toward the corner of Philpot Avenue and Broad

Street in the City of Selma, Alabama, on charges of disturbing

the peace (Tit. 14, $119, Code of Ala.). This charge was predi-

cated on allegations that petitioner Farnum, a white person work-

ing as a S.N.C.C. field worker, whistled at a white female person

in the area where the arrest occurred. In fact, this defendant

never created any kind of disturbance, as alleged, or otherwise.

(4) Shortly after 1:00 P.M. on July 6, 1964, defendant

Jonie Chestnut, accompanied by two others, arrived in front of

the Dallas County Courthouse building. As the defendant

Chestnut began to unfold her sign, Sheriff Clark took the sign

from her hands and placed her and the two others under arrest.

They were charged with interference with a court while in ses-

sion (City Ordinance of Selma, Alabama, adopted Oct. 14, 1963).

Certabily, these petitioners had begun no activity which could

reasonably be proscribed by the edinance itself, as they were

arr -te'.before beginning their picketing.

At the same time, the petitioners listed in Group D herein

(sc p. ) began to assemble on the steps of the Federal Court

buildin& directly across the street from the Dallas County Court-

Exe Some of the persons gathered were members of S.N.C.C.
do4 -
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or otherwise involved in the S.W.C.C. "FreedomaDay" program,

while others of the petitioners were mere passersby or curious

onlookers. For example, the petitioner Gertrude Young was leav-

ing her employment to join her husband who works in the vicinity

of the courthouse, while the petitioner Annie Lee Banks was on

her way to the Post Office Building at the time the gathering

occurred. Some of the persons gathered on the Federal Courthouse

steps began singing and shortly thereafter Sheriff Clark announce

that all in the area were under arrest. At thi time persons

actingg on behalf of the sheriff began moving part of the assemble 5

into the old Post Office Building. There, these petitioners were

forcibly pushed, shoved and cattle-prodded onto the street and

into the 1allas County Jail. During the course of the arrests

many persons were wounded. They were all charged, under the

aforementioned municipal ordinance, with interfering with a

court while in session.

The charges placed against these petitioners apparently

ware predicated on the supposition that all Negroes who were in

the area of the Federal Court Building, or who were observing

the arrests of persons about to picket, whether or not they

engaged in singing or any other conduct, but by their presence

alone, were interfering with the court session across the street.

Clearly, the arrests were only part of a scheme of retaliation

designed to prevent any protest or demonstration against dis-

crimiriatory voter registration practices, or other segregation '

-. .. po~Liies and practices in the City of Selma. . ~

(5) On July 7, 1964, and at about 1:15 P.M., the peti-

m: ra 01oria Bostick, Geraldine Mitchell and James Talbert

c - :.crryi.ng signs reading "Register to Vote--One Man, One

vote," in front of the Federal Building in the City of Selma.

1v w r-e arrested and charged under the above-cited Selma

- *-5 -
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ordinance proscribing lterferease with courts while In session.'

Cle arly, these petiticnears, walking quietly eo the street across'

from the County Court beldin~g were engaged In so conduct which

could be constitutionally construed a being proscribed by the t

ordinance to question. .)

(6) on .asly 89 1964g, between 1U00 and 2:00 in the after-

nn, the defendants Wila seTbert and Frederick Roees drove, r

on separate occasions, the defendants 1xrnest Mc~illan, James

Hearnes, Theodus Hakins, Willie James Seynolds and Samnel

* ,f1,-I V

Noelen to the federal sedin~g. The defendants Tolbert and

Reese drove in two Attlerent automobiles. After Reese had

deposited the defendants Wearnes, Mankins sad MacMiLllan at the

Federal building he drove two blocks and was placed under

arrest. Bt e charged with eeetrIbuting to the delinquenc* of

a minor. Defendant Telbert, stiailarly, after driving a few

blocks fro* the Feoderal Building was placed am~er arrest and

charged with the "sm offense. Before any of the other defend-

ants commenced pilbttag to front of the Fedezal Building they V

were also placed under arrest and charged wth interference eith

a court while Iso sestion. Clearly. mone of these defendantc.

were even colorably engaged Io any coduct atdah could be pro-

szribed by the statute and ordinance under ofhich they were

cha: god.. ,

All of the petitioners esed to paragraphe (1) through

(6) htereof . are presently tacaerated In the Dallas Coutnty J

F ort -he convenience of Ohis Ceart, SOe petidlamers named to tr

ordae*: poscribhe numer *rE t ith casesl:i ssso

*6*
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Group A_

Karen House

Carol Lawson

Silas Norman

James Wiley

Group B

Benny Tucker In

Eric Farnum DI

Group C

Gloria Bostick I

Geraldine Mitchell

James Talbert

Ernest 4acMikn

James Hearnes

Theodus Hankins

Willie James Reynolds

Samuel Newell

William Tolbert Cc
q

Frederick Reese

Charge .

Trespass after Warning and
carrying concealed weapon

"

o I

proper vehicle license

isturbing the peace

interference
session

of

of

with court in

"s

"i

"I

ontributing to the delin-
uency of a minor

11 io

Cro .D

aonry Anderson Interference
proceeding

Artis rathaniel Harris "

Arthur Godfrey J s "

]iliad Steele

Ldce 111 n .-

with court in

-7*
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18929

18930

18931

18932

18933
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Group D (Contimed)

Lee Johnson

William Woods

Eddie Minor

Nathaniel Ica1

Gertrude Yeug

Profit Lee Barlow

Loretta Riley

Willie Johnson

Francis H. Mitchell

Annie Lee Banks

Julius Griffin

George T. Suttlee

Otis Strong

Charles Edwrd
Robertson

John R. Lewis

John Aleander Lone

George Suttles

Victor Clay

- I. 'a

,r ~

Interference
proceeding

9,

*
U-.

*

* ,

I.

*U

'9

n a

*

a

U

'U

I'

I,

with court in'

1.
'I

I 14.

.{ :~

U

S.

-- U

U

U

18935

18939

18942

18943

18944 -

18945

18948

18949
189one
18950

18951

18952

18953

18954

18955

18956

18957

18958

18963

illie Henry Beanjada s .18964

Each of the above petitioners, eept the pedtioner John

Lewis, as aforestated, is preseatly la actual custody. Although

the petitioners set out in group. C and V were charged with vio*

lation of a municipal ordinance; they are presently being held in

sh ilLas County Jail apon bail set at $300.00 per charge per

petitioner. These petitioners have been able to secure their

Y. Except for the petitioner John Lewis, no date has been

set L rial and petittesers main incarcerated without either

*,84* 4
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opportunity to secure the bail required or as try the substantive

issues involved in the charges brought agatant them.

OL3

The acts for which petitioners am bea held to answer,

as described in paragraphs (1) to (6) abeve ame tIsofar as the

defenses charged have any basis in fact, asts Sn the constitu-

tionally protected exercise of petitioners' alghts of freedom of

speech, assembly and petition guaraatead by Oh United States

Constitution, First and Fourteenth A ms s and 42 United

States Code, Section 1983 (1958), which ats are also in the

exercise of petitioners' privilege and taLuties as citizens of

the United States guaranteed by the Sourteeng and Fifteenth

Amendments to the United htes Constotefsa 42 Vated States

Code, Section 1985 (1958), and 4* Uatted Stgae Code, Section

1971 (1958) to disseminate taformation conmeiug the means of

registration for voting In federal as well a local and state

ele ctions, and to urge Negroes having the gatifications of

voters to register for vottag to all such eletions. Insofar

as the offenses charged against pettioners are based on alle- .

gations of conduct not protected by the Feaml Constitution .
4L.

and laws cited, those allegatlee are grouamlss in fact. Con- '

viction of petitioners es the ahe0es agafti them has and will

punish them for the euernL A sbthts, ptieleges and tammnities

secured them by the Federal Coastitution I laws, and has and

will deter then from the futre earie t these rights, privi-

leges and teammities, for, f thp Alabg atutes under which

they Pre prosecuted asked petitioners' coahat criminal, those

statutes are uncoenstitutesmi. a applied, wereas if the statutes,

are construed s as to save thetr esmstat ality under the

* -, ~ a*--mm I *-- '-p. ~*
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Federal Constitution, there is no evidence upon which petitioners

may be convicted consistent with the due process of law required

by the Fourteenth Amendment.

Moreover, several of the petitioners (see especially

paragraph (1), pp. 2-3) were acting under eelor of Title 2 of

the Civil Rights Act of 1964, _.Stat. __providing for

equal rights of citizens to sek services tendered Io places

of public accommodation. Also, these petitioners were arrested

for failure to do acts inconsistent with conduct-authorized by

said statute.

Petitioners' arrests, as described In paragraphs (1)-(6).

su , have been and are beiag carried on with the sole purpose

end dfect of intimidating and barassitg them and of punishing

them for, and deterring them fram, eseveising constitutionally

protected rights of free speech and of assembly. Petitioners

were protesting the policy, practice, custom and usage prevail-

ing in Selma, Alabama, and which prevail throughout the State of

Alabama, of perpetuating racial eegregation by ordinance,

statute, custom, ueage, and peaCtUe. .

Petitioners have sought boe rge egres, the victims of

this discrimination, to attempt to register to vote, or to

becoie qualified to do so, to stilise on unequal basis the

public facilities and accomoatios of the community, and to

participate fully in its actie social and economic life. An

atmosphere of fear and hatred of petitioners' activities in the

Ftate of Alabama has been generated and maintained by the con-

duct of the Sheriff of Dallas County, persons acting on his

be1f, and persons acting as agents of th executive department

of _t.- tate. Blanchard Matead, the Circuit Solicitor of Dallas

zoxty, who is charged by Alabn law with the fair and impar-

tial conduct of trials, himself pardeipated Io asking the



arrests of Jul76, W4. Larly, the petitioners herein, who

are charged with state Mases and whos oases would be tai-

tially prosecuted by th Circuit Selicitor, would be unable to

secure a state ooert proeeagilt ascbh they could secure their

federal eetmeettnmal pseteMM *

By reason of the fori , petittmers are being prose-

cuted for acts does ader eeler at the authority derived from

the Federal Cmeeatt and leg providing for equal rights,

that is, Unie ttee Oeetitutional Amendments 1, 14; 42

U.S.C. S 1971, 1983, 1985, andth Civil Rights Act of 1964

(Title II) apler er refusing to do sets on the ground that

they would be ...sme*eet with the estitution and laws cited.

Also, by reams of te allegatie of paragraphs (1)-(6) above,

and more patAlarLy, those set et below, petitioners have

been denied, ae betag deed, at ea t enforce in the courts

of the State of £a1a, rights underth cited federal consti-
I I - .0 0

tutional an stateee sections providing for the equal rights

of cittseas of dh btted States and all persons within the jur-

isdiction of the United States. Moreover, some of the peti-

tioners have been denied, by direct action of the Sheriff of

Daias County, officer of the State of Alabama, the right to

seek services seorded by a puits accommodation under the 19%4

Civil Rights Act, and have been arrested for acting under coler

of its authority, or for efstuaag te act in a manner inconsistent

with its proviatees. .
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The above titled actions are criminal .i 'u:utions, which

may be removed by petitioners pursuant to C. ovisions of

Title 28, U.S.C., 51443(1) and (2). With retard to 1443(1),

petitioners are denied or cannot enforce in the courts of the

State of Alabama rights under laws providing for the equal rights

of citizens of the United States, or of all persons within the

jurisdiction thereof.

By reason of the foregoing (paragraphs I - III), and as

related to 1443(2). petitioners are being prosecuted for acts

done under color of authority derived from the Federal Constitu-

tion and laws providing for equal rights, that is, U. S. Const.,

Amrends. I and IV and 42 U.S.C. 55 1981 and 1982, and Tit. 2 of

the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and/or for refusing to do acts on

the grounds that they would be inconsistent -. :h the Constitu-

tion and laws cited.

V

Petitioners are unable to enforce their federal rights in

the courts of Alabama and particularly in Ve Inferior Court of

Dallaz County, Lid the Recorders' Court of the City of Selma,

because those courts are hostile to petitlomrs by reason of

their race, or 'y reason of activity or their pct which would

prcote their rights, and by reason of the cc-ir.itment of those

a'.rts to e-fc:c- Alabama's policy, practice stom and usage

v. razial diu iainatiop. Moreover, the appli. tioi2 of the

;tt;-t s an6 ordinances, as set forth above, in such a manner

punish etitioners for the exercise of rights, pr2vi-

.etns and immunities secured by the Federal Co -stitution and

- 12 -
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laws, and in euch a manner as stated herein violates the United

States Constitution is the following particulars:

(a) The jury yetan by %hh petitioners would ultimately

be tried in the state eaget violates the due process dause of

the Fourteenth Asondment t he United States Constitution in

that Negroes are syetematieally e axclued therefrom and that peti

tioners, protestiag the denial ef constitutional rights of

Negroes, could not receive a fair trial uader such circumstances.

(b) The anticipated trials of petitione in the segre-

gated system of justice prevailag I Alabama. as evidenced by

various ordinances and etettes preserving segregation within

various institutions, violates the due process and equal protec-

tion clauses at the United States Costitution.

(c) The prejudiced atmosphere relatedd by newspaper

publicity, the acts and public statements of various officials

in the City ef Selma, IcludIag the acts of the Circuit Solicito

who participated in masking arrests of some of the petitioners

herein, and the trial of petitioners In the above causes, will

deprive them of the rigt to a fair and impartial trial as

guaranteed by the due process clause of the Fourteenth Amendment

to the United States Constitution. .

(d) The maintenease by the State of Alabama and the City

of Sele on both an offteal end usefficial basis of a policy,

practice, custom and usage of depriving Negro citizens of equal

rights, particularly 'be right to participate in the election of

public officialeL against ieb petitioners have been actively

protesting, violates 42 U.S.C. gg 1971, 1981, and the due pro-

cs - d eoual protection ceMses of the Fourteenth Amendment to

he . L - States CoNstituttem.

(e) The maintenance by the State of Alabama and Dallas

Coj :zy of segregated drinking fountains. Vasbrooms and toil.,t

143
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facilities within the County Court building, in which petition-

ers' trias would be conducted, as part of the official policy,

practice, custom and usage of Daas County and the State of '

Alabama, ef depriving Negro citizens of equal opportunities,

causes a flagrant violation of the equal protection clause of

the Fourteenth Amendment to the Federal Constitution.

LE)REFORE, petitioners pray that the above actions now
pendi n the Inferior Court of Dallas County, Alabama and the

kecorc t o'urt of the City of Selma, in said County and State,

be re.ied to this Court;

petitioniers pray that this Court, pursuant to its powers

under Title 28, U.S.C., 11446(f) issue its writ of habeas corpus,

cum c:I, as the defendants herein are all now in the actual

custody of the State of Alabama;

petitioners further pray that this Court grant whatever

tem; *orary or permanent injunctive relief as may be necessary and

in -2 of its jurisdiction, which is just and proper, and in

particular:

(1) that after a full and complete hearing this Court

rely -,* .etitioners of the unconstitutional restraint upon their

exe-* - of constitutionally protected rights imposed by the

arbi' -'vy and abusive setting of bail, and that bail be set upon

sal a asonable conditions as this Court deems necessary to

prer 7 ;

(2; that plaintiffs be restrained from making arbitrary

sonr.able arrests, or using state or city law enforce-

icr. igC-nts nr state process to harass and intimidate

- 14 *
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() that this Court grar: such other ana further relief

as it nQ de-er ine just and proper under the circumstances.

Respectfull sum-. tted,

TrjtY 1. ARONSON
:2 Farmin-ton Avenue

HartEcd, r'< necticut

PNorHth
1630 Fourth Avenue, North
irmingham,* Alabama

JACK GREENBERG
CHARGES H. JONES, JR.

10 Cclumbus Circle
Neu- York 19, !:-w 'ork

Attorneys for Defendants.
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STATE OF ALABAMA )

COUNTY OF DALLAS

PETER A.HALL, being duly sworn, states tne following:

On Monday, July 6, 1964. I was informed that bonds would be

$500.00 per charge per person then in jail. A representative of

a local bonding company, whose eabds are reguly accepted by

Selma and Dallas County officials, offered to poet a $500.00

surety bond for the release ef Francis Mitchel-l, a defendant

herein, and a client of mine. a twas unable to get said bond

approved.

Subsequently, on July 9, I was informed by local officials

that bonds need be in cash and amounting to $800.00 per person

per charge. Subsequently, after referring to my office in

Birmingham at 9:30 on the evening of July 9, 1 was iaformed

by telephone that commercial bonds in the amount of $300.00

per charge would be accepted.

On July 10, I went to Selma prepared to authorize a duly

licensed co mrcial bondsman to make beads for my clients based

upon the above information. At this time I was informed for the

first time that an additional charge, alleging contributing to

the delinquency of a minor, had been brought by the State against

those persons presently held In custody under City of Selma

charges where demonstrations occurred and minors were involved

(principally violetiens of the Selma ordinance proscribing

interference with a sourt io esesin).



Additional bond is now being req hired nn multiple charges

arising out of ti same transaction. My clients are all in

custody primarily because I had been, and am now unable to

determine wat bond standards apply, if any.

Sworn to and subscribed before me

this 10th day of July, 1964.

IC 48T. ALA
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A proeeodfng a aboa entitled, ts-am pendis Io the

Circuit Cout of gall" County sitting at Sela, Alabe as a

better in chancery Io which yeur ptitioners exn respoAdests.

4* .. SEX

As a rekul t of these tate court proceedings, youw peti

tioners were served on Friday, Anly 9, 1W, with, or informed

of the contest$ of wits ef iujuaction (with a sepy of a bill of

CCoplaint attache4. A true sepy of se4d writand bill to

attached hereto marked askibit A and iucorporated by reference

herein.*

the wit of Iajunction soptaind of herein was Issued

without notice and without seed. ThetIajunctios as tesued wtfh-

out prior beerlaq, notwithstending the ready availability of

most persons aM agests of oraneattone rutrained by the

taJastion and the saves restriction of troedow, rights and

liberties which the taantion ianse uppe thea. The state

judge issued the wit of tajum ties would als determine Its

uaatituttlUty and the eeqpila or an-compliacq at per*

s*m* whose conduct to enjotoed it Jurisdiction were retained by

the Ciwoult Court of Dallas County. Tse facts clearly 0S2**

egrate that petitioners are beiag deprived or cannot enforce tr

paid state court their equal tvIL rights guaranteed then by

.4 " the CenetitutLee and Las of the United States.

The wit of Inunasties complained of herein, Issued by

the State of Alabas through a judLcial agency, iaoses a prisT

estratat upon the petitenrs' rtght to tro*Aoes ef spiech, to

soemble peaceably, to petittee their goernmet ter redrese of

their grieasnees, a nd of these of ether Negso sitteens



of the locality and to6sodest veter registration aOd educattew

ac thrities relating to federal and state eloc tions.Theson

duct, prohibited and .eesadto be disentinued by the writ of

infection complied of hereing to protected and secured by ad

conducted under soe of authority derived tweethe Phot, PM TW

and Fourtenth Aaeadmasts to teConstituties of the Uited

States, Titles I e IW tof the Civil Rights Act of 196, and

Title 42, U.S.C., etiens 1971-1988, inclusive.

The inj uctim slain oft herein io oeapect of a

pervasive shame of action and Isection consciously and purpose-

fully adopted by law enfroaent officials en other perpoes

estacsiag state powr in the locality to deprive petitioners of

rights equal to these enjoyed by %hits persons is the semaity.

HugaFCB, premises considered, pedeteers prey this

Annrable Court to:. (a) asume full jurisdiction over the cause

herein, as provided by Title ft, U.S.C., Section 13; (b) In

aid ef this juriedictee restrain complainants frem taktag any

asttee pursuant e the writ of injunction complained of; (e) in

permanectly dissolve this taJuctLc; and (d) to tiene ech

adtiomal orders, in the prestee, as this Court deems jup t.

Respectfully submitted,

1680 Fourth Aveaue, aertb
Sraiagham, Albea

.ACK G-BMEA
CHAI"iS. .U , a.

10 Columbus Cirtoe
sawYork 1,s ee"Tek

BERT M. £enmm

artf ad **S

- CACHBW B

188 West Medisee Avem
Chicase, 111i1as

- ~ Attsracye ter ?edioers.
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party; agigM "0daedWBft.8, hose corrot sam e reunhoveto the 6*apidese

a4 this 190Bassbuteeas deserthed asperseesVWo hav0oray eOt to1.4ecoert 4r
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10 Alrt sRVE OF 95 89T1 OF AIAAA, GRUTDOS:

Tou are hereby eeasal, that without 4elay yoA excuto this

writ. ard mat to rete be hysbew aemeWathe eam sc-

A a to aw.

Witness a hand this day of JWLy, A. D. 1964.
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CM# W180 CKStY. * W4 o te, je6 . Clst, Jr., a.sheliff

of Dallasi omy, Alabm, C91of 9#1M,. ALon. 0 O inIcPelcorporation,

Chte S. Soiss, as worm* E*ACity of Soe, £iin. h ersisaf ter h mas

- -CO?,Iamats, 46 rootstivsly ropressm: andehaw mto the Court as follo

I. Dallas Couty. A3*m. to a be*mGonr"*.-ife political ombdivi-

sig. of the State OR £Lm. AN Joao . Sleft, Jr.. Is the duly elected

sheriff of VDel~w Gwj*C. &£Loo, 4*4Ltoam acting a. sheriff of DllasCunty,

£laomi; Chat the City of SUlm, Alebon, Iso£a.L.o1 ~cerporattos is the

State of Atabomi that Chris 3. s is o.W*Vo of ase itty of Sole, .Alsbama.

mmd is u atia asouch offioor.all of Ybs ear e mpIaimaats berets.

SeTht the fillmig .ind corporations, *Imditdt"Isl or perpo"o, or

impopsPrtod S.Smd~tmeve hereby mae IWOt reepoedeosts to this bill of

*qpl~a, t,'SS~sb.-Velet Cmdmti. Ct~e. la., a sorpors-

-Alm fieSvtbar. Leadoeship oforem. IM -, a erporatt6 Ceea68 Of Rcidl

U4polity, Iuc.0 a corporation, snil of loderated rposetiess, lac.,* a &Or-

pefattee, Uetmo4Aeoe.LtUM 1Sor t aeat *I Wod FPole, InC ..

*oo~rtpe.. Seebar. bvmt for *Am& i 3t ts,., a corpora:tioe * outhers

MWtieua el e Ru.,a eerporatSts. A164om i etlm 3ftft a t I rV

Opt aid of Dellaee)v qmtmrwo~ed,. LaSO Cnty Voters Ia~pe. Dolti". ce'~i

twqvemont Muateo. 1..L. meet..., basis Soe# IF. 9. 8000e0,RUatt 1,e0

twbar, Liver Pl~iUt , Ja prur, J~msmSA194n maor, Rlph b qtfhi.

Job 1400. ISLe. o,3y soon"$CMarl" oobaem Iftlie C. Robtsom, Perry

Mewl Alta P. $opwtea. Sn S . gderoloeve, J. L. Cbestnt. $rut* Soytas, V.

j. Mdoros. Eam 3wu. live. C. 6. Umtar. L. It. brio, A. I. Wtat.,I. Lt

9. 3005. 1. C. Melt. Villim amt.SINeeit brad , isbnCuS4ar, V. T. KMIfee.

Corrol Lwomes.files em. Jam. VWILe. 11sm Fela. IN. IS. UaetY, T. 3. Lasig.

V. C. Sml, C. &. Lett. N. C. Clevslmd. C. C. Swm.. U. U. lumbt. EarLe Fset-

ONTM stow, as Rim als 61 Atobe. Kua Ri Lm of Georgia. Patiosal Stalpe

ut~tlarty, Uteberd TWeam. mnivsdlly OWiWa rotary of National Staes

U~*tt Party, bellsCounty 3.4: 91 NatLene StteWOO$ l"t PTy, J410s6 9,QMVWt

90euiviaaly "d soe eaizumoflse kILM e OMnY 96t ot atioal sttes 51$:

lpaity, jokebft&Mme 3serd lee. e serves: e s unbnin MW4Mto the soWlaiM_

apt# at this tips el %tmandesuribed a. povess hote et MOy act Is sscOrt



far I

f ir ItCttP4L- tLL 66e Wed r~edA, s, t .. rrt 8CMaewilltobe Oer L -

ed by mmwMunt *%&w e&ioria=d; t~hit Oe r***mmeqa &mt beg-YTiolea te-

or4I~AtiftsC10tea. Sm.., Smcheve f#rtci Ledaroktp Cinfereuce, ie.,a

Cemp..es of SeC i4k 3~iaaity. le .., Cmit dretad @raseatious * I".*

eat5salAeeoiet Soa forths Mwmacmr .of9 bowoe pk, Km., Seuthera Cr4.

tIw Povmmt lt* amRi116ta, lee., Seetbern lagiomel COmeti * Ibe.-,The kMaoe

asCmcti e monRlguta ,Salsom iy Petess. Laesm. Q , as miaeorperat.4

jeemetiu,, IV glum KIM of "416mm, a0 oerream, 1. RKIm KIM of Ser"e a

eesprsteem OWensual States 3L~mt Party, are oeach empd is activities

or 1,eiseoe b7 their duty eutbortsed assts,* earvemWeor Moto"or membes 1.

0o City e Of ,10bg 651108 Cty. £lebm, that Jes avmrtresides at 536

948 brown. $eem . Meam. sad is cheirm.of tdeohiell"Comty Omit of

ftt~euai kestes UWbt Party; ObthatRihard Tiroer reide at boun. 1, Sm i31-7.

bAfboe, Od tis emrstary of theDallas CeMaty Vbtn of the latiesal states

"Lt Parqj £ot eseab .1 the above med iadLvidoek repoedests are oeigor

wodoutes of Rak5*s Cemcy, AabiseagOrbtey are mpsed tis tivittee tis kikeq

Goty, U61dm. bere-Lafter deesehed f is b'obill *9 eampaimt.

S. Tut twm. or of 0009.vit: JMy S, imt theoaboe.Goondre

-&-i~eto, eremtattw 6corpratims or essekatiow. swept the Ku IM Use

of #Im - W * th1913m KIM 90f OooSU ed the Uetisak States RLts Party

sOdWthePollee custy wit .1 the PtF~aks tem "to Perty, hsV& eseed,

pd iLe.pyWeed, oelaof mmamsod mus metiaP of sepoee to be held es

WOrN"".plaeo s s OACity of fSobs, abmi, #4 gthis .014 enap tspeechs

Wrp mne by Veogia"Liedvls, smnof W es.an 1ofemds ais this saw.,

w.gafisf ort &sitiagmoeclisouesto reesc% to violent seea" oremeurag

thip to dmesatrot a em theooete of thbe City of Sobs, Labom, mad smcovcagt 5

*ii esd Sofro itirsemd pornleiariy as e poWp.sep. citiseme to disregard kIqF

mW order sad to emt sets 99 vtokine sgsbnt theaethonised sad duty elected

Smesa erfowift 4ofitaic of "tile Oety. &kthm. msd sof the City of Soas

Vatice bqpartmt; that asa pemate wmvii of 6.hesaid seetiap the kwia4

set. of 'toieese hove trwa pleas. -the streets of to 4Sity eofIslasmor theSol-

Loving owlodinbee s.lted as dthestreets d of heMiy of Sobs, Alabma, Vie

(a) fmt he astovme eo ,somuit: July 40 IM, ahesheritffof

Dallas Coobty sod his deputies iUwe called to toeKWilbyTeatre

Ithe City * o Sb. A£Ibo, te oe ad ated 0a Bstu'bowe
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betwem veg'at.4ead stci pele a d &a*G the ,her a tt and Us

deputy teattept. to epe e er a asyp by the a m ofAlver

vpttage, We La a respeden berate. seted, "Let's pt 'm!"

#ad saud nges. bed opes haves to thes bes *d started toward

Sgroup9 etabte pepal *healse had e"es etva totair head.

"d if I4 bed set bew pr the grop astien of te abortf and

bIGedepts s werelmbd be temse*t bleed shed of per-

ue porteoely Leiwed a seld tacidnt wueld kve resulted ta a

geeral et with a complets bredeVa of tarO Weeder hat

"4td ste tware er.eao tatvdt wite* psteees ee of

M wee eal ebtidran, said vit aty abeseald have bes

**rtly tajred.

(b) O Satday attS. Jely 4, te6, at at 10:15 P540. 4s

.Broad Street eeto A&frost of Slp's Cestae to the A syo .t a

m. bells. ty. Ai4040 a psopof sae" W 400"61aa"

2 pe of paid esgrees sIbe a battle tate a m Lsag e drive by

e"e *g gicheelCaroes, dtch setl detWae reabed Sa the

VWu st ete et eatd acamblh postleg the thre pen*s

0ee d toe be4k sest, anamIg eep aetl oasres, a lttaM mS

atepsgeeer t a p. Aeberts arse. as o huse k ireteas

e ofeopG. ad .. e . agm.. w1 e m."sass** yeanO *

op; tha ab tts mnlse asers Cas. eregetred as

ebat to setest sta SO tsh aqfe asaroe stashes a

her son er oset, a e.eoe her fewt esbaehd st

esd bruhe ashet sosteer tut ente Smrp Wesbee Careas bed

to have* t ses abe threat and rtht so.

(s) Ihat us securdsp Mae, Jsaly 4. 800, a pop et eques to

**to*$lhfis toathe vletaty of the aStas Bapat goepital med

abusive, obeses ad pseless teapg toa peo of abite aes

-~ see teena the S.les Sepstet Mspttst athae tSean the sMtt

*( asse *** ahases.

(4) tht as Seder alght, toasts: Ad S.896 aI ams meettag

wasold at MB 5att 110 green Seteees t e atty et Sem, Sal*

lee Cetnty. Alabm, at watab satd ueettag repr.esetasw tem

s vsartone reependent ergentsettees were pesest. a- at ~sb*
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the Irvs of the State of Alabaw e 4adstod then that the eter-

otes of Ataba were s loeg to fl tom. sad effect and that

they were only subjoet to the Civil hts Act; that anarou

speaker a6drsased said group, escoraglnag disrespectful and -

decent oeduct toward skLte perseas Md apiast the duly auther-

tsed lao eateremest ageactea of Dalos Couty. Alabas, and ao

the City of osles, Alabase, ad the State of Alaase: that sbt

the te *itd eetaig em to as ad whore ws a group of offisere

ea tb euteide of said hall and three was also a group of aeepe-

per reporters tos said ball. and seas pope shouted, "Let's get'eo".

and said *egroes converged upos the sml gomp of ia wopforcemint

officer that we present throvinag roks, eseiles or objects at

the suatmobiles of the Sew eaforcest offieersand at said alt-

*are; that several of aId officers were paiefully tojured, and

i was necessary is qoetg hes riot to se oar gas and algr

.ticks; free o shere La the prep of said agrees a shot wan

fired, htch easrved s a spal tor as assault pe- said officers.

(a) 5t40 es SundAy At4, to-wit: Jely 5, 194, a group of gres

threw bottle., ses, alseles or objects at a polee car that

we# orail ito a agro area to the City at eis, Della Cowty.

Alabee; that said police car ceutiase at a slow speed, turae

and returod to the ocea ad was agte the object of bottles, eta-

ile$ or stones abic were throm by sepes

(t) that son aoday agt, to-wit;: Jey, 1966 .s automobile

driven by a wbits am by the same of Ammae, stobtsh his wife

sad sht1dre were riding. oe procedg doe Lapeloy Street As

the City of lelae, Alab , and thatatt a poiat as said street

at, pear, or just is froat of the sawy Cafe io the City of Sol-

es. Pllae County. AlbsUms, objects, bottles or tees were shrM

at said steuobile by Degroes, breakbag a glass In said entee-

bile and deating the trunk ot said automsbile.

(8) that at or searor i the vicattyoft hleChurch emNhm6as

street to the Cityof etas, alls Swnty, Almabs on abaday atght,

to-wit: July 6, 1964, follow"ng a was settag of eWOgres, a

sheriff's automobile was struck by Objcts, s isetles, bottles or

atones shich were throw fre a goup of agrees.

f9
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(e)tht stace es or about, w ts: W Asly3,1964,trehav

bee aer l gp e ars theapubls streets

of the City of Se ase sheettg ad estartag edsat, pedne and obsceu

language to iseSti-vidals, both -Ae.d tete, thatsaid gr

of ategreesaretyedeottest to Upo g amt authorittee of the

Caty ofBatsand abt toty: habe, sad thetate of Alas

ba. ad are sbeaga ate etqeept and a dsweWd for all

w eafereme.
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4. 114 attjwAM m sqpwat a*bs iTlwy U euINa* Th i

*( *Im ~ w . m* WaisUFRbeW9 ad n* mbuil watnwsof

abit p.s S ~ tg~~ 6 ~ts~e ~& I~i s ammsumsna"

bwih toi te a6berIs of a to gt baes. Mtabsm ht esmd gre as
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Date:

Transmit the following in
(Type in plaintext or code)

1' AIRTEL
(Priority)

~~1------------------------------------I-----------

To: Director, FBI

From: SAC, MOBILE (157-367)(P)

RACIAL SITUTAT QN
STATE OF ALABAMA
SELMA, ALABAMA

[-] BOMBING MATTERS - THREATS XXRACIAL MATTER

Enclosed are eight copies of a letterhead memorandum.

I

Approved:
Special A ent in Charge

V4JUL 27TO64
Sent M Per

9'
>1

7/10/64

Subject:

-Th
This letterhead memorandum pertains to Racial Situation

at Selma, Ala., of isolated incidents occurring 7/3-7/64.
Investigation re overall racial situation has been separated
into various cases wherein violations of Civil Rights -

Election Laws, Civil Rights, andtesegregation of Public
Accommodations, Civil Rights Act of 1964, and information
is being reported not only in captioned file but in the
above cases.

The contactin Agent on interviews contained herein
was SA with the exception of the interviews
in theneM or oo of 710 Green S reet which were conducted
by eThe also inter-

an con uc d the interview

Local law enforcement authorities and military
authorities being furnished copies of this letterhead
memorandum.

- ureau (Enclosures 8

1 - (Field Offic6 ,1a $ 14 JUL 13 1964Ci
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In Reply, Ples Rwe 
File No.

SP

UN1. JD STATES DEPARTMENT OF . JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Mobile, Alabama
July 10, 1964

RACIAL SITUATION
STATE OF ALABAMA
SELMA, ALABAMA ~4

U

--I"

IP1

A

V

'I

F

I

e a Pureau of Investigation to report the arrest of
wh e volunteer worker for SNCC. He

stated thatuSelma,
had told hi as arres e for isturbing the peace.
He advised ta . e was attempting to locate At e Jo Lo
CHESTNUT to have him make arrangements to get out of
jail. advised that he had attempted to speak to
Sheri 'IS G. CLARK, JR. relative to e arrest of
and the Sheriff refused to talk to him. & stated Pa1t
no plans are being made to test public accommodations in-
Selma, Alabama, until after July 10, 1964, when he has com-
pleted the voter registration drive for July 6 through 10,
1964.

0 
1 m

M. gat-



RACIAL SITUATION
STATE OF ALABAMA
SELMA, ALABAMA

On July 6, 1964, was interviewed
at the Dallas County Jail an* e ac-se* lhat he was arrested
on July 3, 1964, about 3:00 p.m., CST, for "disturbing the
peace." -JHe-stated- that a young white girl signed a warrant
against him and he thought it was possibly because she
accused him of "whistling at her."

He stated that he was arrested while walking along
the street about one block north of the Baptist Tabernacle
Church which is oca ed on the corner of Broad Street and
Minter Avenue. stated that he had been driving

vehicle on July 3, 1964, out in Dallas
oun y an a so around town. He stated that they had been

working on voter registration projects out in the county
and returned to the town of Selma between 12:30 p.m. and
1:00 p.m. He stated they entered into the town of Selma on
Highway 80 East, crossing the Pettis Bridge which leads
into the main part of town. He advised that after he
arrived back in Selma, he went directly to his residence at
1703 Union Street. He stated about 2:00 in the afternoon
on July 3, 1964, he went to the St. Elizabeth's Catholic
Church parsonage on Broad Street in Selma, Alabama, and
after leaving this parsonage about 3:00 p.m. and while walk-
ing north, he was arrested by members of the Dallas County
Sheriff's Office force., He advised that after being booked
at the jail he was placed in the white bull pen with the

2
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RACIAL SITUATION
STATE OF ALABAMA
SELMA_,, ALABAMA

white prisoners. However, he heard someone in the white bull
pen a something to the effect that he was going to beat
him i up in the cell and he stated that this con-
cernl' m. He advised that no one bothered him while he
was confined in the white cell, however, he informed the
jailer that his father had told him at one time that he was
"one-sixteenth" Negro and, thereafter the jailer had con-
fined himhtolthe Negro bull tate that he
a high school education[

K
I
f

0 G

lIll'wsInterviewea at etne Danlas
County Jail and he advised that he had been arrested on the
evening of July 5, 1964, at about 5:00 p.m., CST. He
stated that the Sheriff had arrested him on Franklin Street
while he was driving a 1955 Willys Station Wagon which had
a Georgia tag on the car. He stated that he had been
charged with "improper license plates." He advised that
the circumstances surrounding the fact that he was in
possession of the car was that he had gone to Memphis,
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RACIAL SITUATION
STATE OF AABAMA
SELMA, ALABAMA

Tennessee, on Friday evening, July 3, 1964, and had brought
the Willys Station Wagon back from Memphis. He advised that
this car belongs to the SNCC and he had been sent to Memphis
to drive it back to Dallas County, Alabama. He advised that
he had just arrived in town at the time that he was arrested.

tp

4,-
tep onlca ly advise* ta.the

s tuaton at AM Zon Hall, 710 Green Street, had deteriorated
and it appeared that trouble would ensue. A Special Agent
of the Federal Bureau of Invesi-.a.i-An Immmedt-el travelled
t~oI

_________________________ I___ L1±itz JUgMiO £J.LUI A l a L AL JU1 =11, '.-'~tV U o

"PsM Tapproximately 9.50 p.m., after being advised of the
deterioration of thesiuation at anUMmealy QR n ..

C70

O0 Oi

On July 5, 196

s he a "aa rid;adoccurred at the AMEZion Hall wherein
Negroes that were attending a meeting at that hall had
thrown rocks, bottles and bricks at Dallas CountySheriff'
DeDuties and Rh ri ffI Offlee Prass me-mers..

.. mmbs

a



RACIAL SITUATION
STATE OF ALABAMA
SEUMA ALABAMA

eeting at AME Zion Hall on the night of July 5, 1964. They
stated that the meeting apple ed orderly,,,Dowever, during
the meeting speakers JOHN AiOVE JAME ,USTIN, CHARLES

.aOBERTSQN-and (first name unknown3- ROLCOMB had exori-etd the
s~tud~nts in the hail, numbering approximately 300o
assert their rights and that they were free now.

stated that LOVE, AUSTIN and ROBERTSON are a
representatives of SNOC. He stated that the hall was com-
pletely packed with Negro youths with just a few adults
there. They further advised that the crowd had overflowed
and there was some 150 to 200 people also on the outside of
the hall. advised that they had observed
two white males at e meeting that they knew to be "news-
paper men." They stated that the crowd had packed the
building to such an extent that there was no one able to
enter the meeting after it started at aproximately 7:30
to 8:00 p.m. At 9:30 p.m., CST, advised
that they had left the meeting an wre on the outside of 1
the hall and the Negroes were breaking up and coming out of
the hall when they started to "melt into the shadows" around - 07C
the hall-and-a-report sounded that "sounded -like-a-shot,-"
then the rocks, bottles and bricks started pelting the law-, -7)
enforcement automobiles and Sheriff's Deputies and Posse
members on the scene0 The law enforcement officers imme-
diately retaliated with tear gas and the situation was
brought under control. stated that he observed one
of the white males who was at the meeting whom he thought
was a new spaer man 1 1 and

MeThis white male. stated "I don't know.,
a egro grabbed me when I came out of the church and I don't
remember anything after that." After the tear gas was thrown,
all Negroes in the area were instructed by law enforcement
officers to immediately go into their hcmes and close the
doors and not to come out on the street and cause any more
confusion,

On July 6, 1964, Special Agents of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation conducted neighborhood interviews
at the area of 710 Green Street, Selma, Alabama, to determine
the extent of the riot and develop full details concerning
this situation.
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1

sa * a on e even ng of July 5, 19* , she attended* her own
church and did not get home until about 8:15 p.m. When she
arrived home she said that there were at least 100 law
enforcement officers lined up across the street from the hall.
She said these were deputies from the Dallas County Sheriff's
Office and posse members.

said that as she entered her home, she
heard clapp ng an singing coming from the AME Zion Hall.
About 10:00 p.m., she was sitting on her porch and the people
that were in the hall began to come out in an orderly manner.
Within a very few moments, some unknown individual threw a
rock or some object that struck one of the sheriffs auto-
mobiles. She said that immediately the law enforcement officers
ran across the street towards the crowd coming out of the hall.
She said that the officers also ran up on the porches and
chased all the people into their houses. She also said the
officers also told them to shut their lights out and not to
look out of the windows.

stated that she did not see any of the
other activ Res ahce she was ordered into her house by the
officers. She said that one of the chairs on her porch was
thrown through her window. She advised that she did not see
anyone being struck by any of the officers since she was in )
the house. She said that she did not hear any shots being
fired, but about 20 or 30 minutes after she went in her house,
she smelled tear gas that was evidently thrown by the officers.

said that about thirty minutes after the
trouble s are*,sie heard an ambulance drive up and looked
out. She said she observed a white male being placed in the
ambulance. She said she later heard from general neighborhood
talk that this man was 'one of two whie hotoraphers who
attended the meeting in the hall. said that the
next morning she noticed traces of an some glass on the
ground in front of her house. She said this was off the right
front corner of her porch as she faced the street and about
the same spot from which the white man was taken to the
ambulance.

On 7/6/64 at Selma, Alabama File# MO 157-367

by SA Date dictated 7/8/64

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It to the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date 7/10/64

I_______ H_ -e said that on-Ue vning of July 5, 1964 he was sittingon his front porch
with his young children. He said that there was a meeting
being held in the ,Zion Hall and the people in the hall were
singing. He said there were approximately 100 law enforcement
officers lined up across the street from his house and the
hall. He stated that practically all of these were deputies
or posse members from the Dallas County Sheriff's Office in
Selma.

stated that to the best of his memory, the
meeting bro e up about 9:00 p.m. He said the people began
leaving the hall and everything was quiet for a few minutes.
He said that someone then threw a rock or some other hard object
that hit one of the cars of the Dallas County Sheriff's Office.
He said he did not see who threw this, nor did he know the
direction from which it came. He said that the law enforcement
officers then ran across the street towards the crowd. He said
an officer ran up on his porch and ordered him and his children
into the house. He said he took the children into the house
and shut off the lights.

stated that a few minutes after he went into
the house eeard a dull report which he thought was a shot.
He said that shortly after this, he smelled tear gas and
thought that the officers shot it off to break up the crowd.

-e

~ i

--4

~

it *,..k

I2~~

on --7Z6/64A
SAN

b y S

Selma. Alabamn File# M 157-967 --

Date dictated 7/8/64

'This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and Is loaned to

your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.

advised he did not see anyone being hit by any
of the of! 1ers since he was in the house. He said that as
he could best remember, all the shouting and trouble ended
about 10:30 or 11:00 p.m.

further added that on the morning of July 6,
1964, ab** deputies from the Dallas County Sheriff's Office
drove up to the Zion Hall and began searching among the bushes
and the ground. He said he did not have any conversation with
these officers, but said they were evidently looking for some-
thing. He said he did not know if these officers found what
they were looking for.

b-7

IIJ

I

IL 17 C...



FD-302 (Rv. 1-25-80) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION""

0
Date

She advised she was sitting on the porch
I % U.y5,19614., at 10:30 p.m. She stated the meeting was

breaking up at this time and everything was quiet until some-
one threw a rock in the direction of the posse members. She
stated that at this time she heard many rocks being thrown.
She did not see any individual throwing the rocks, nor did
she know where the rocks came from other than from somewhere
on the far side of the street.

She stated that prior to the break-up of the meeting
there were "over a hundred posse men" lined up on the west side
of the street facing the hall. When the rocks were thrown
the posse men started across the street toward the group
leaving the meeting hall. She stated she did not see anyone
actually hit or arrested at this time.

She stated that her mother made her come inside the
house at this time. She stated that after she was in the house
she began to smell tear gas.

She stated she did not remember hearing a shot during
this time, nor did she reccgnize any posse men that were there.

advised she is years of age and
8__R______that se is caring for her mo er wWo

W P *. es aveacr mother was in bed at the time the
trouble started in the street.

Selma. Alahbnm - File # MO 157-367

F _ _ _ Date dictated 7/8/64 17
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It to the property of the FBI and is loaned to

your agency; it and Its contents are not to be distributed outside our agency.
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FD-302 (Rdy. 1-25-60) FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

0
Date

She stated she heard they were going to have
a meetng at the AME Zion Hall across the street and she went
to the meeting. She advised the meeting started at 7:30 p.m.,
and lasted until 10:00 or 10:30 p.m. She stated she left
this meeting ten minutes before it broke up and went to her
aunt's home

stated there were about 50 posse men
on the we *'eoTWreen Street facing the hall. She advised
that she went into the house and started watching television.
She stated she did not see or hear anything until she heard
the posse members yelling for people to get back into their
houses and stay there. She stated she looked out the window
and saw ten or fifteen posse men beating someone in front of

Green Street, which is next door to the hall. She advised
sE did not know who was being beaten, nor did she recognize
any of the posse men who were involved.

Shortly thereafter she stated she smelled tear gas
and began closing the windows.

She stated everything quieted down and it was then
that she heard three shots fired from the north side of the
street towards Jeff Davis Avenue.

>11
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Date

te AIVE Zionon Ureen Street in Selma, Alabamaao :0pm,
on July 5, 1964. He said a grouD of Negroes were holdings
meeting there and
said that he woulFestimate there were about t250ior-
Negroes at this meeting. He further stated there were about
75 or 100 Dallas County Deputy Sheriffs and posse members
there.

said the meeting broke up about 9:30 p.m., and
everythin Was orderly and quiet as the Negroes started leaving
the hall. He said that a rock was thrown at this point and
struck one of the cars belonging to the Dallas County Sheriff's
Office. He said the deputies and posse members then crossed
the street to the hall, evidently to disperse this crowd.

said he then heard a muffled opand almost immediately
smelled tear gas. He said I__ asked if the noise
was a shot and said e oug was the report of a be
tear gas grenadego ng off, He said at this point--a-large
amount of tear gas came into their car and they had to drive

said he did not see who threw the rock or
the direct onrom which it came, but said it was aimed at the
deputies and posse members. He also advised he did not see
any of the Negroes being hit as he andin drove off as
soon as the gas hit them.
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O0t
Date -

7/10/64

ureen aSreet, aoout yu p.m., where Ne roes were hold
meet Jul 64. He advised

He advised t e were a o to
3 egroes at this meeting and there were approximately 70
to 100 Dallas County Deputies and posse members on the street
across from the meeting hall.

dvised the meeting broke up about 9:30 p.m.s
and every seemed quiet until a rock or a brick was thrown
from somewhere in the vicinity of the hall and struck one of
the Dallas County Sheriff's cars parked on the street, He
said there may have been a few more rocks thrown at this time. b-70
He advised at this point the deputies and posse members started
across the street to disperse the crowd. He advis th s point
he heard what sounded like a shot and he sked if
he thought it was a shot. He stated sa t sounded
like a tear gas grenade going off. esa at this point a
large cloud of tear gas came in the direction of their car and
they were forced to leave the scene.

said he did not see who threw the
rock or roc an the direction of the deputies and posse men,
nor where the shot was fired. He further advised he did not
see anyone being hit by the deputies n
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Date 7/10/64

1

On July 6, 1964, the AME Zion Hall, 710 Green
Street, was checked, both inside and out, and no evidence
of a bullet hole was located. It is noted a report was
received that someone heard a bullet thud into the hall
about shoulder high as he stood on the outside of the hall.

P.7, -- I.
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Date 7/10/64

1

ded that about 10030 p.m-., on

July 5s 19 was brought up to her house by some
unknown Negro. e sai was bleeding from a cut on
the back lishead and ere was blood on the back of his shirt.
She said appeared to be very dazed and hurt so she
telephoned a taxi to take him to the hospital. said
she put on the porch light so the driver of the axi could find
the house. She said that a few minutes later a deputy sheriff
or posse member of the Dallas County Sheriff's Office came to
her porch and told her to shut off the light. She told this
officer that a man in her house was hurt and she put the )i ht
on so the taxi driver could find her house and take to
the hos ital. said the officer came in an ookedat

and aske. touse her telephone. This officer then
aT his--office- -and-told someone there that a Ne ro had been------

hurt and tould be taken to the hospital. said this 07C.
officer hung up the telephone and told her that he would have

taken to the hospital 0  stated that in
evfently heard and understood tis and indicated that he
did not want the officer to take him to the hospital. She
said she told the officer this and said that. she would take
him there herself, She said this officer then left after
telling her she could leave her porch light on until the
taxi arrived. She said the taxi arrived shortly thereafter
and was taken to the Good Samaritan Hospital. She
sal was treated b and that

was then taken home.

On 7/7/64 Selma, Alabama File # MO 157-367
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Date 7/1.0/64

A. rt L -i
.Vsinterviewed

He attended a meeting at AME Zion Hall, 710 Green
Street, on the night of July 5: 196. The m eting broke up
about 10:00 p.m.,, and as -.me down the stevs of the
hall, a white ma, w arlng a 't hit him cver the back of
the head with a cir et cinsclosness and could
only recall being aft onze 0  He tated be mLrt have been struck
several more times since he had a c'ut on the right side of his
back and his arms and leg wr o but were not cut or
bruised. Id Jnt see rany rocks bhing thrown and did not
see anyone ere -e*ig hit. ins ab>l to describe the
individual who struck him anR0ie xot know if anyone in the
crowd saw hIm being nit.

The fcIowiL daecn- r FioJ bv :tained by observation
and interview:

Race
Sex

Born

Height
Weight
Hair
Eyes
Build
Complexion
Education
Scars and marks

N- ~
A

. .ica.v

Brown
S a e r-Jel.
Park

Feculiarities
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Date July 10, a964

1

"July 7, 1964
Selma, Alabama

ake the following
voluntar statement tomand

who have identify i emselves
as specialAgents of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation.

"On Sunday, July 5, 1964 at about 8 pm or
8:30 pm I went to the residence cf
believed to be at ma
Alabama. I went a~loneto visiwith

"After I had been there about twenty minutes
I noticed small groups cf white men, who appeared
to be officers of the law. These men were going
along the alleys and on the oppose side of
Lawrence St. They were ordering t~e Negroes who
live on this street and in this area to go into
their houses, turn off their television sets and TC
turn off their lights.

"I was not drinkrng intoxicants or being dis-
orderly. I believed the officers were going to
come to house too. I was not at home
so deci e ogo home. 1 left house at
about 8:45 pm and started alon wrence Street
towards town, as I live at

"I walked about a block when I was approached
by three white men, about twenty-five to thirty
years old. They were dressed in kaiki uniforms
with green helmets. I do not know teEir names and
do not believe I could recognize any of them.
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"One man said "You can't believe nothing,
can you? I told you to go home."I said "That's
where I'm headed now". He said "You're headed to
the graveyard." At the same time one of the
men hit me once with a wooden club on the back
of the head, knocking me to the ground. The
man with the stick told me to get up and I stood
up. He told me to put my hands behind me which
I did. He took my wallet from my pocket and
checked my identification. but said ncthing0
The same man then gave my wIallet to me and said
"go home". Nobody saw what happened0

"I did not go home but went directly to
Burwell's Infirmary. I have bern a patient at
this infirmary since July 5, 1964, being treated
for the blow on my head.

"On the day I was struck none of the three
men who stopped me identified themselves as
police officers, I do not know why the man hit
me in the head on July 5 , 1964. I consider that
I was struck and mistreated without cause,

"I have red this statement on 4 paige and
it is true

"Wi t n es ses://Special Agent,
FS. apartment of Justice Mobile, -c
Alabama._________
A m"/s/ Special Agent,
F.B.a.,1. 6 Deparment of Justice, Mobile,
Alabama"

Following is description c
obtained by observation arnd intervie

b76
Race Negro
Sex
Age
Date of Birth

Height
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Weight
Hair
Eye s
C crnple xion
Marital Status

Ed-catior,.

Parent s

Reslderioe

S car's
Are s ts

rrBrovwn
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RACIAL SITUATION
STATE OF ALABAMA
SELMA ALABAMA

Juv 1On Jul 6 1IIIIIIIIIIIIIII6I4
advised that on Saturday evening,

July , 196, an incident had occurred near Clay's Casino
Cafe on North Board Street at Selma, Alabama, wherein a

-,group of Negroes were standing around the casino and a
j white man and his wifeLQndthrse small children.were

travelling north after coming from The"rive-in theater on
Hi hwa 80 East in Selma. The white manPM i
of was driving north onroa re wth
his wo c ren n the back seat of the car and a neighbor's
child when he stopped at a traffic light at the corner of
Small Avenue and Broad Street. As they stopped at the
traffic light at Broad and Small Street, a bottle came
through the back window of the car struck one of his
children on the chin, and cut her chin and
mouth badly. The other wo c reni son

and a neighbor child,
wowas riding in the car., was cut on e e arm,

at the BIlues erice-
a ion on Highway 0 East, e ma. He stated a

of Linden, Alabama, who was a white male, repor a e
pulled into the service station to obtain a dollars worth
of gas. As he stopped for gas, a carload of unknown Negro
males pulled in and pulled him out of the car and struck him.
They immediately jumped back into their car and as they left,
he threw a tire tool through the back window of their car.
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