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SUBJECT: REGISTRATION OF VOTERS 0_-7
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA
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Enclosed herewith for the Bureau is one copy
each of the following items as made available on 2/4/65
by WILLIAM J. O'CONNOR, Clerk, U.S. District Court, Mobile,
Ala.:

CIVIL ACTION # 3572-65, dated 2/3/65
entitled Martin Luther King; Et AL vs.
Wilson Baker, Et Al

(1) Motion for Temporary Restraining Order

(2) Complaint and Supporting Exhibits

(3) Motion for Preliminary Injunction

(4) Order Denying Motion for Temporary
Restraining Order.

CIVIL ACTION #3560-65, dated 2/3/65
entitled State of Alabama vs. Amelia P.

A Boynton; Et Al I
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'THE UNITED StA1t STRICT XRMT

MT E SOUTHERN DISTRICT Of ALABAMA

NORTHERN DIVISION

!i9EBV. MARTIN LUTHER KIM, JR. V RALEB. :
IAbehafand REV. LOUIS 1 NDERSON

'Ke~6al~rof themselves and all others
timijarly situated, No. __ND.

Plaintiffs,

v.

WILSON BAKER, individually, and as
-Director of Public SafetyC ify
.Selma, Alabama;
VICTOR B. ATKINS, A. C. ALLEN and J. R.
individually and as members of the Board
QfVt itsRaqLa&tration, Dallas County,
Alabana; BERNARD A. REYNGL. Chairmap.
and JCiiN DO'E and RICHRD ROE,
individually and as membe's of the Board
of Revenue, Dallas County, Alabama, MHQ
all persons in active concert an@d
participation with them,

Defendants.

MOTION FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING
ORDER

Plaintiffs move this court for a temporary restraining

without notice, restraining defendants, and each of

them, their agerts, servants, employees, successors, and all

persons in active concert and participation with them from:

(A) Preventing or interfering, by arrest or threat of

arrest, with plaintiffs gnd members of their class peacefully

assembling3, arching. and demonstrating at any time in the City

of Seima, Alabama. to protest a practices of the Board of

Voter Regtistration of Dallas tqauty* Alibama;

(B) Refusing or failing to keep opea the voter registra*te1

office in the Dallas County iutjhoi*5s elw, Alebeea, for at

least eight hours per day, sia 'ayp per week, every week in the

yca:4 for thi urpte of registering quaified voters of Dallas

County, Alabamia'

r A-,
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eI W-be pa e pndg hearing

11 piipt at iterlocut-

40 Ift rreparable in-

aa Ls tto theM ad MSers of their

tefre o b ca betenLAs atag tkthereon, as

are 11 ? pears ros the verified complaint and aff davits

The critical question resented it an injunction against
fttther arrests and threats of arrest by Wilson Baker, the

Director of Public Safety, and his subordinates, of Negro and

white citizens attempting to carry on peaceful demonstrations in

protest of the practices and procedures of the Dallas County

Board of Voter Registration. If these arrests are not enjoined,

Irreparable injury wll result since plaintiffs'rights to free-

dom of speech and of petition will bp stifled and virtually des-

troyed by the incarceration of the leaders and participants of

the demonstrations and by the burden of meeting ball.

Similarly, if the Dallas County Board of Voter Registration

is not LImediately enjoined from continuing its present practices

cf iiteJ houxs and limited numbers of applicants, many mcmoors

of plaintiffs' class of qualified voters will not have the chance

to register before upcoming elections, thus suffering irreparable

Injury.-

. )S A // ENod

-. 1A C. AMAER
LES M. JONES. JR.

FE a ICHARLES STEPHEFN RALSTONs-s--10 Columbus Citcle
/0 A M_ New York, New York 10019

WILLIAM jOCNO PETER HALL
1630 Fourth Avenue, North

-3BLrMingham, Alabama

Attorneys for Plaintiffs
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123 E b BityComoil otho City of
Alabee mtht ootiot 82k f tIe 19% Coe of the City

8 5 , Alabang ntitlo4 *,an Pornits Woquircd for Parados
1i~7 ecasol a*b and the sam is horob anondod to road ea

IM dt11 be unlawful to organizo or hold, or to assist
in organizin or holdin9 ;, or to talto part or participate in, any
parado or procession or other public dononstratIon on the streets
or other public uaya of the City, unless a pornit thoroforeo has
boon socurod from the Council.

Tbosecure such por-it, written application shall b- 3made
to the Council, tting forth the probable number of persons,
vehicles nnd oninals which will bi cnc-i-d in such prsdo, pro-
cession or other public denonstrntion, t.c:pr.-posn for whIch it
is to be hold or had, qnd the strocts or othir public W3s over,
alonq or in which it is desir-id to h-vo or hold such per-de, pro-

cossion or other public dononstration. The Council st-ll _rant
a written por-it for such parade, proca3sion or nther public
dc-ionstration, prescribin- the stroits or other public ways
which nS be usoed therefore, unless in its judpe-ont the public
welfare, peAco, safety, health, docEncy, good order, -orqls or
convenience require thnt it be refused. It shell be unleaful
to use for such purroso any other stroets or public weys tbn
those set out in soad pornit.

Tho provisions cf thiAs ordInanco, however, sh-ll not
apply to funor-1 procossions.

Any orson, firn or corporation who sh-11 violate any
provision of this ordinnnco 3hall bc -Ilty of a misdo-'anor
a-ninst thc City of 3c10 end sall to nunlshablo '-I f -c of
not losi than ono dollar nor :ioro than onc :.hdred dollars mnd
na- bo im-pri-oned or Entnr.cod to 'inf-d labor for not :orc than
one hundred ciZjhty da7s, ono or both, at tho discretion of tic
Rocordor."

,OPTLD b- the C'ty Couan61 of the Citr of Solna, %1nbona,
on this the 13 day of April, 1963.

TTEST: 17. L. Sto'ldoniro
1r2SZNJC2 OF COd77CIL

C. C. 'Tqrd
CITY CLERK 7.PPROVED:

Chris B. "oing
Maynr

I
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btday Pub1 Ilnand for the County of Dalleas, State

labana did appear .i4222& #44..ode
ad having been sworn upon his oath did depose and say;

I am % resident of Dallas County Alabama, So far as I

Inow I have all of those qualifications neceqsary to

became a registered voter In Dallas County.I am employed

and have duties which occupy me full1 and require my atteripnce

during all if the business hours of the day. Th ve stood

in line several times to be registered. At qll those

tinPP I was not registered because the line moved tacellwly

to permit my entrernce to the registrar's office. I cannot

be certain as to what days, nor what hour during those

days I will in the future 'he able to absent myself fror

my dutie' in an attemnot to be registered. It is my belief

that the oresent registrntion proceeds at far too slow a

Dace nid I believe that the restriction of registration

to so few. days will g-eatly inhibit and jeoppriize my

opportunity to beco-e - registered voter in tne future.

- before me this day of February

.Ay commission expires d

-- IbW 6.-
Signed
Da to

(1)



APPIDAVIT

WUore me notary public in an<'
Tor the o c alls, State3of Aba-ia did appear Proi

':llace who, having been sworn, upon his oath did depose

7
() C)

(N; (

() (

(

't name is Pred Wallace. I an a staff member of the NAACP
Legal Defense and Educational Pad. ?Ty duties in OelIa have
been to observe the events in Selma related to the attempts
of Negroes to x register to vote since the handing down by
Judge Thomas of a temporary restraining order la3t wee".
Tarsuant to these duties I was at Brown Chapel on the morning
of monday, February 1, 1965.

At 10:45 that morning a group of Negroes and a few whites
totaling approximately 260 people assembled outside the church.
They were organized into a line with the people standing two
abreast. The line was headed by Rev. Reece and Dr. King. Rev.
Abernathy and Rev. Anderson were immediately behind them.
"he group walked slowly up Sylvan It. toward Selma Ave. There
was no set amount of space between pairs and the group was
fairly tightly spaced. There was no traffic on the sidewalks
and there was little traffic en the street other than police
vehicles.

When the grouo arrived at the corner of what I believe is Telma

and Sylv,%n streets, it was met by Public Safety Commissioner Paker.
The line headed by Dr. King, stopped in front of Mr. Baker. This
was it 10:50. 89ker said something to the effect that the group
constituted a deliberate sttemot to violate the mrade ordinance.
THe ordered them to disperse and to break un into smll groups,
Dr. King answered him to the effect that the activity in wnich
tney were n-esently engaged was protected by the first amendment
to the Corstitution of the United States and that the Supreme
Court rii neld that in similar situations, parade ordlnnces
could not be used to interfere 1 ith such constitutionally protected
activities. King indicated the intent of the grouo to proceed.
Piker moved up the street to where toproximately l ,olicemen
were waiting. The group moved one more block up Sylvan to
Alabana Street and took a right onto Alabama St. Approximately
a block from this intersection, they came face to face with
Comm. Baker who at 10:57 told them that they were each and everyone
urd r Arrest for parading without a oermit. The group was then
marrcl, under arrest to the back of thy jailhouce, Approxisately
a blocV -way.

At noon I was in attendance across the street from the Lauderdale
ex:r ance of the courthouse. At 12:05, fifteen young i1egrocz
rprrying signr, a-) er-red from the Alabama side of the courthouse
-n- -rched single file up the Leuderdale side of the court-iouse.
Trey Were -%bYut 10 ft,. apart. They were not singing, nor making
an noise, nor causing other to mak- noise, nor blocking any
tr ffiO, )Pdestrian or otherwise. They walked in this manner for

.x1-aty 15 minutes without being disturbed. At 1?:20,
f f Clirke Poproache and stooped the group near the steps

Lauderlale entrance of the courthouse, He read so-ptning
-. Anrently he gave them -ome time to disoerce for he

- r town from his eye-F and stool and liked ot them
iomentct. Tue nicketc turned their Firn toward the

tn trt tre 'notogrAnhers could get a mass picture of the
They we- ap **rently then placed unie- qrreeot. Then

t- -n t~o /%t sing "ain't gonna let nobody turn m
i". They stonoed for about 30 seconds and then started again,
-r, ttron taken into the courthouse at 12:?". At 12:SO, groups

0' f :u",,1 fife Negroes began to descend on the courthous- with
A A t enczy. They were %ll shunted into waiting buses by

r C f, 'n1. There were imnly hundreds,

etre -ethis d y of ebruary
I" '~~sieynirer .3/ V

I

t
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~ jsbc in and for the County of Dallas, State

'kismbarma did appear
tabd hflviflCbeen awonupo~n A i hdddeoead97

SI& a mrldert of Dallas County Alati1 a nj to the

t&Ifns a "ounty Voters League. I feel, and wny-ot'nero jrL

the comnvurity si-iliarly- feel. that ?eeroes-are nQot- reri'te ed

In nearly the numbers that they should 'to- Because ojf tiii!

we heve Rnd Intend to encourageNegroes in the zcom~unty-

to vote. Given th- chnr'acter of our com-quriit-Y. t,1-

encuuraj~e-ent almost necersarIly I'nnlieQ that I ani others

li'e me iccom'pa-ny some of thee cneovie to :.qe r~t't

office, Given the Interest that has been c-eated n-

o'ur rconle In registering, .: rI Iven the great n~mbers t ?-.t

-r'e rot registered, the groups thst I azA otlhe-F l~e -e

might be accomr-tnying to the courthouse P-re likely t:) te

lerge. I Pm at-re of the events that led t,) tkhe arrest

of Dr. M rtin Luther King on ionqy, Febru~rr 11, 19611-

To my uriierstpnding, he was IoIriE little other tnckr. I

ir~tei!to lo it, tte ftrI ofra! con-iyn

potential reg istrpnts to the courthouse, I d3 no? ls

to %he arrested nor harrased by the police. in tqlii-! 1 do

n-t feel tnat 1 amn any different than otners of a like

nwi with miy~elf. Ho,..ev-r, I do feel that should I qttenpt

t- -- Inc--ureAge Ngron'2cti regirter by qcco-pa,-,yIn!: tbe-n to

- rtnouse A 1 will be arrtstFL-e3.

3worr. to before n'e this -19Y Of iFebl-W rr

19. My con-I~ision expireF r ~

Sigr - urf-.

Si,;ncd
Date

(3)



Joseph anthan
rbleJ. Wilson9*er

honorable, Janes G. Clark
, AlabAma

The order entered by the United States District Court
asantuary 30, 1965, in the case styled Amelia Boynton, et al.
Jonae G. Clark, et al, civil action no. 3559-65, provides,

in part, that three classes of persons are entitled to either
register, assist in registering, as vouchers, or encourage
reristration. Those persons are also entitled to peacefully
ease-ible in the vicinity of the courthouse.

Large numbers of qualified Negroes renain unregistered
in Dallas County, and larte numbers of persons ro anxious
that they be promptly registered. On %bnday, Februar 1,
1965, these persons will proceed in a peaceful and -rd-rly
nonner fron 3rown Chapel A.M.S. Church on Sylvan Street,
tmo abreast. The line rill turn right and continue down the
west side of Alabana Street to Lauderdale, and enter ti
courthouse front the Lauderdale Strect ontranco. The group
will observe all traffic signals and will conscionciously
avoid'intorforrin; with the flow of pedestrian traffic on
route.

.1e arc mindful of the problcois inheront in the novorint
of lar-o numlbcrs of persons front placo to place and of the
rightful interest and concern of governnontal out lorities for
resulting such novenont with the least possible public incon-
venienco. However, we do intend to procood to the courthouse,
to line up there in accordonco with the order of Judge Th'ias,
and to petition the authorities in the nattor of the slowness
of the registration. 1o do not Yd sh to bn intcrfer rd-.ith
by the city or County police officers, so lon- as we approach
the courthouse in a reasorable nanner. If we are interferred
with, we will consider such interfi-rence contonpt of Judge
Thonias' order and will proceed 'ccordithly -is the ordor bars
interference with anyne acti' in concert with the na-ed
deferdants. For this rosson we have included In this letter
copies of the a-and-nent to Judr e Thonasl order and thcse should
b'i sufficient notice of the rights being here asserted.

Certainly, the movement of persons within the co-toxt of
peaceful exprcssien, as abovo outlined, dc-s not constitute
n parade. IFor is this notice intended as n application for
a parade porrit. "lIe will qttcort to procosd as roasornlly
as pcssiblo in our approach tn the co rthouse. Any atto-pt
to unreasonsbly intorforo With our processirn under the guise
of onforconont of the Solna rarade ordinance cn crl: be
ccrstrurd ns an att1Tnpt to restrict too prodoss of rogis tuition,
and consoquonly in contempt of t'o Di1'ri2W Court's ordcr.

Si-,nod_

ExH1 1"r A
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HB SOUTHER DISTRICT OF AUM

WOTHR DIIIO
~4

ARz unsanR KIA Ja. asy. sRAL -
ATHY and R 18 LIEDc ANDERSON aI V'

If of themselves st al others similarly
S Itoatedo

Plaintiffs, a

v. ,

WIISC BAER individually and as Director S
of Public Sodety, City of elma, Alabama;

3.,
VICTOR B. ATKINS, A. C. AMIi and J. R. BB,
individually and as members of the Board of a
Voter Registration, Dallas County, Alabama;

3

BERNARD A. REYJLDS, Chairman, and JON DO
and RICHARD ROE
individually an& as members of the Board of
Revenue, Dallas County, Alabama, their agents, s
serviants, employees, successors and all persons
in active concert and participation with a
them,

a
Defendants.

t

COMPLUT

'o The Honorable Jidge of the District Court in the Southern District
,: Anlaas

This action is a civil case seeking injunctive and other

relief to prevent the deprivation, umder color of law of the State

,f Abma, of plaintiffs' constitutional and federal statutory

31ghts, privileges, and immunities. Jurisdiction of this Court is

twoc*& t UUthe provisions of Title 42 U.S.C. 551971, 1981 and 1983,

V U4F.C. 1343 (3) and (4), such aetion to be commenced by any

citizen of the United States to redress the deprivation uder color

of tate law, statute, ordinance, regulation, custom and usage of

rights, privileges, and takunities secured by the First, Pourteenth,

:~ ~ 44

- ~4. -V1

oil_~
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~a~mntsto Cntitatich at the abit.8 Bietes

1 ME3 W..C. 1971, .pwldg forth equal right to vote,

#'~ae6 sad the rights atf tree speoh of peaceful assembly

ea et ptitionlig fora redress af grievances.

This is a proceeding fe* a temporary rstraiag order,

Fliminary or Iterlocutory injunction and permanent Inaunction en-

3oining the defendants, vnd each of them, their agents, servants,

employees, successors, and ak persons In active concert and partici

pation with them fram:

(a) Denying plaintiffor members of the class an abose

behalf plaintiffs sue, the equal right to vote by withholding a

reasonable opportunity to register to vote by refusing to hold open

the Dallas County Voter Registration Office, Salms, Alabama, at least

eight hours a day, onday through Saturday, every veek of the year;

and by failing to have more than two registrars on duty at any one

time.

(b) Denying plaintiffs, and members of their class, the

equal right to vote by administering to then a voter registration

test more stringent than that required of the great majority of

voters presently registered In Dallas-County, and by refusing to

administer, on request, the voter registration test employed in

Dallas County prior to February, 1964;

(c) Denying the plaintiffs, and the members of their class

a reasonable opportunity to register to vote by pro-

cessing at least one hundred applicants per each registrar on duty

each day;

(d) Denying plaintiffs, and the members of their class, thL

right to conduct peaceful public meetings and assemblies to protest

to the Dallas County.Board of Voter Registrars and other city and

county officials at the county courthouse and elsewhere the

deprivation of the equal right to vote by the above mentioned

practices.

2*
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Ie a elt asIted brought t1 the plaintiffs a ehalf

u4. all other Negro eltisens of Dallas Countys Alabma,

situat6*, pursuant to the provisions of atile 23 (aX3) of

ales of Civ1 Procedure. The plaintiffs and the elass

~ b tf whom they sue are Negro citismns of the United States

S of he State of Alabma, who are similarly affected by the voter

registration and law enforcement practices complained of herein.

The members of the elass on oensts o iwalob the plaintiffs sue are

too numerous to be brought individually before the court, but there

are comon questions of law and fact involved, common grievances

arising out of common wrongs, ad a common relief is sought for each

plaintiff and each member of the class. The plaintiffs fairly and

adequately represent the members of the class on behalf of whom they

sue.

IV.

A. The plaintiff Louis Lloyd Anderson is a Negro citizen of

the United States,resident of Dallas County, Alabkaa. He wishes to

register to vote, but has not been able to make application because

of the practices herein complained of.

S. The plaintiffs Martin Luther King, Jr., and Ralph

Abernathy, have sought to assemble peaceably and hold peaceful

demonstrations to protest the practices complained of and to urge

the Bullas County Board of Registrars to modify their procedures.

They have bon prevented from doing so because of arrests carried

out by the fdendart, WIlson Baker, and his subordinates.
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ants,_ VitrB AknA.C le and ~J.R.Bibb

IVV

O-A

t4ante, Vtetor B. Atkins, A. C. Allen and J. R. Bibb,

Sembets of and constitute the Boardhbf Voter Registration of

g1&ls bounty, Alabama. Defendant Wilson Baker is the Director of

Public Safety of Selma, Alabama. Defendants, Bernard A. Reynolds,

, Vheirmn, and John Doe and Richard aoe,

are members of and constitute the Board of Revenue of Dallas County,

Alabaa.

VI

The Defendant members of the Board of Voter Registration are

responsible for the processing of and registering of apolicants to

vote in Dallas County, Alabama. Defendant Wilson Baker is engaged

in the enforcement and execution of the laws of the State of AlabeaAs

and the ordinances of the City of Selma, Alabama. Defendant Members

of the Board of Revenue, Dallas County, Alabama, are responsible for

the operation of the Dallas County courthouse, Selma, Alabama, where

the Board of Registrars operates.

VII

A. Various practices long employed by the Board of Registrars

of Dallas County, Alabama have resulted in only a token nuer of

the eligiole Naqro voters in the County being registered to vote.

Among these practices have been the discriminatory application of

voter resigration tests, the processing of a minimum number of

applications per day, and the holding open of the voter registration

oifice o'w the average of only a few days per month, viz, two AE.;s

a month, Aecept in January, 1955, when it was open MorCay, uesday

and Wednesdey of every week.

r. In 1964, a new voter registration test as 7ut .rnco efiec;t

in Dallas County. Since it is much mcre jiffict.3t t er. the one

pleviously used, its effec-t has been to freeze th'e exIstiig

imb3l:rice in registration of eligible white vo rf over e)igible

Negr3 voters.
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1 January of 1965, Negroes in Dallas County, Alabama,

program to encourage and bring about a substantial increase

a percentage of Negro citizens registered to vote.

V; Practices of the Board of Voter Registration of Selma,

'Aldeame, have made it impossible for any significant number of

Megro citizens to obtain the equal right to vote. Initially, the

board accepted only a small number of applicants per day. At the

suggestion of this court, in its order of January 23, 1965, the Board

began issuing numbers to the first one hundred applicants each day.

The number actually processed per day, however, has been substantially

less.

E. Beginning February 1, 1965, the Board resumed its practice

of accenting applicants for only two days per month, viz., the first

and third Mondays thereof. The Board is open for only five hours

each of the two days.

F. The Board has been administering to new applicants a test

different from that given for many years, and one so much more

difficult as to make it almost a certainty that the rumber of5 Ygro

citizens registered to vote will remain rmiir.fi-art.

-5
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February 16 1968. plaintiffs King and Abernathy

isaU wolk, along with two hundred and seventy other Negro

'ens, down the sidewalks in Selma, Alabama, in order to

-446ceably demonstrate and petition for a redress of grievances.

requesting the Board of Voter Registration of Dallas County to

'cease the above practices, and to offer all citizens of Dallas

county a reasonable opportunity to register to vote.

B. Prior to beginning their walk, plaintiffs had sent to

Defendants Wilson Baker, Jim Clark, Sheriff of Dallas County,

and the Mayor of Selsa, Alabama, a letter informing them of

plaintiffs' intention to walk peacefully, two abreast, down to

the courthouse. The purpose of the demonstration was to

protest the difficulties and slowness of registration, including

the closing of the Registrar's office, and to request a change in

these practices. The letter stated the plaintiffs' belief

that they were protected in so demonstrating under the order

issued by this court on January 23, 1965, as modified on

January 30, 1965. See Exhibit A attached and made a part hereof.

C. The group walked a distance of three blocks, in single

file, at which point they were stopped by defendant Wilson Baker,

acting in his capacity as Director of Public Safety of Selma,

Alabama. At all times the group had been peaceful and orderly.

Although Mr. Baker indicated to the group that they were

-violating the city's parade ordinance, he permitted them to walk

two more blocks, at which p:i*t he arrested all of them for

parading without a permit. Exhibit B is the Selma parade ordinance

T.. A number of those arrested were released without bail

pending arraignment. However, plaintiffs King, Abernathy, and

others are presently in jpil.

IX.
Plaintiffs wish to conduct further peaceful demonstrations

in Selma, Alabama, including night processions, in order to

express their desire that the present dilatory practices of the

Board of Registrars be ended, and that procedures will be adopted
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1 fac i to the rapid registration of all qualified

toli 'D1llas County. Alabama. Because of the events of

obruary 1, 1965, however, defendant Baker and his subordinates

hav ahown their intention of interfering with plaintiffs in

the exercise of their constitutionally protected rights to

peaceably assemble and petition for a redress of grievances.

WHEREFORE, plaintiffs pray that this court will take

jurisdiction of the within cause, and issue a temporary

restraining order, and upon final hearing a permanent injunction,

enjoining:

A. Defendant Wilson Baker, his agents, servants,

employees, successors, and all persons in active concert and

participation with him from preventing or interfering by arrest

oz threat of arrest, with plaintiffs and members of their class

peacefully assembling, marching, and demonstrating at any time

in the City of Selma, Alabama to protest the practices of the

Board of Registration of Dallas County, Alabama;

B. Defendants, Victor B. Atkins, A. C. Allen and J. R.

individually and as members of the Board of Voter Registration

of Dallas County, Alabama, from:

1. Refusing or failing to keep open the

Voter Registration Office in the Dallas County

* Courthouse. Selma, Alabama, for at least eight

hours per day, six days per week, every week in

the year. for the purpose of registering quali-

fied voters of Dallas County, Alabama;

2. Refusing or failing to appoint additional

registrars and not fewer than ten in number, as

shall be necessary to carry out effectively the

terms of the court's order;

3. Refusing or failing to take the application

of at lest one hundred applicants, per registrar on

duty, for registration, per day, or as many as shall

apply if it be less than one hundred;



4. Refusing or failing to allow applicants

tor registration to use the voting tests or

procedures used before September 1964 rather

than the more stringent test subsequently adopted.

5. Refusing or failing to process all applications

to register to vote diligently, and to register to

vote, within a reasonable period of time, any

applicant who has substantially complied with require-

ments of the Alabama voter registration laws;

C. Defendants, Bernard A. Rdynolds, Chairman, and John

Doe and Richard Roe,

individually and as members of the Board of Revenue of Dallas

County, Alabama, from refusing or failing to take all measures

necessary to al'ow the Dallas County Courthouse, Selms, Alabama

to remain open and In operation during the times required by an

order of this Court.

Plaintiffs also pray that this Court will grant them their

costs herein and grant them such other, additional, or further

relief as -ay appear to the Court to be equitable and just.

Peter A. ail
1630 Fouth Avenue, N.

- Birmingham, Alabama

Jack Greenberg
Norman C. Amaker
Charles H. Jones, Jr.
Charles Stephen Ralston

10 Columbus Circle
New York, New York 10019

Attorneys for Plaintiffs
FILED r. R: "I7

WILLIA J. OCO2NO



VERIFICATION

State of Alabama SS:
Dounty of Mobile

Norman C. Amaker, being 
duly sworn deooses and says that

he is one of the attorneys 
for the Plaintiffs herein; 

that he has

read the foregoing complaint 
and knows the contents 

thereof; and

that the same are true 
according to his information and belief, 

and

as to those matters he 
believes them to be true.

Sworr to before me this 2nd

day of february, 1965

FILL M

4 965

WILLVI,', ,



The following original pages are of poor quality. UPA has
made every technical effort to provide the best possible
reproduction.
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in THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT 0 ?ALABAW.

NORTHERN DIVISION

REV. MArTIN UTHER KING, JR., REV. RALP:
ABERNATHY, and REV. LOUIS LLOYD ANDFRSON
on behalf of themselves and all others
similarly situated,

Plaintiffs,

v.NO.
WILSON BAKER, individually, and as Director
of Public Safety, City of Selma, Alabama;
VI-CS-R 4. ATKINS, A. C. ALLEN and J. R. BIBB,
in-'i'Vidarully and as members of the Board of
Votc Registration, Dallas County, Alabama;
BSTRARD A. REYNCLDS, Chairman, and JOHN DOE
and RICHARD ROE, individually and as members
of the Board of Revenue, Dallas County,
AlebE', their agents, servants, employees,
suc~cs-ors and all persons in active concert
and pa%-ticipation with them,

Defendants.

HE1DRANDUM IN SUPPORT OF NATION
FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER

I

Statement of Case

Plaintiffs are Negro citizens of the United States. Rev.

Louis Lloyd Anderson is a resident of Dallas County, Alabama, who

desires to register to vote. However, like others of the class

he represents, he has not been able to cco so beenise of the pro-

cedures and practices of the Board of Rogitrars of Delles Cocaty,

Alabama. These practices include keeping the Reg4 strar's ffe

open f3r only two days in most months, processing r.atmnfum re

be- et 'prlicarts, and administering a voter registraicn ePst t)hat

iq far more strenuous than that previously used to register a

Targe percentage of the eligible white voters of t'e o .ounty.

- ~
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Mat o ry, "MS sego leaders in Selas,

plituttlea, ha. artin 'Uher King, Jr., and

r yhsde. toacd a ceful, orderly

dfetrates to protest contimation o the above practices. OU

F bzrar~1f a1955o they informed Seims mnd Dltas County off.cals

(ses Yhbit A of Complaint) that they intended to lead a gror;

ofsporaane, walking two abreast, down to the courthouse in Seba

to dem.antrate for a change in voter registration procedures. Such

demonstration was protected by this court's order in Borton v.

Clark as amended.

On the stated date, the group, numbering 274 persons,

valking in a docl file, started toward the courthouse from a

cht-1-.rumb-ro' !blocks a-way. They were orderly and quiet at

s. 42 naitcer singing nor talking. The police on the scene

rs.lt'.n complete control. After the group had proceeded in

this OAihion fror some blocks, they were stopped by Wilson Baker,

Pxb!i Safety Director of Selma, who told them to break up into

&T?4ller groups or they would be in violation of an ordinance

prohibiting parading without a permit (Exhibit B of the Complaint).

Rev. King replied that they were not parading but were simply

going down to the courthouse to attempt to vote and to demonstrate

as they had a right to do under this court's previous orders.

Bnker allowed the walkers to proceed two more blocks, at which

point he arrested them. Some of the group are still in jail

including Rev. KEng and Rev. Abernsthy, while others were released

on their reconizance.

II

TheWalkWesWre WrofullyArreste:.

Recent decisions of the United "tace Superra Grrt make

clet: thatpl~intiffe' activities are curnati.-rtiownPlly anot_-cted

and may act 1t interfered wizh by statz cr atty authc:iLy.

j-, %Ps . Sonth Carlina. 372 U.S, ??9, 9 L.E.2 t6917 09?.!

M'VLry v.City of Ro.k 8111f, _ U 3.. i ..Z 'N.0
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oblenm . e arpte for breach of the

4 .16 4proPSY 0"aperast statute my be

j At Ito.an actualpender i.t may not be need to

eonstration such as the oi here, which invcvi.

Stem peaceful, orderly exercise of the f ee4oms to

seeble and petition for a redress of grievances.

In addition, the parade ordinance (see Exhibit A atterbe!

t* oonlaint herein) cannot be validly applied since it uconfer

on city officials a broad discretion to grant or withhold a per-

sit, and does not establish sufficiently precise standards.

Staub v. Baxey, 355 U.S. 313; Niemotko v. Maryland, 340 U.S. 268.

III

This Court Has Power To Enjoin
Federal Arrests

The plaintiffs herein vish to hold further public meetings,

demonstrations and marches to attempt to bring about a change in

the procedures adopted by the Board of Registrars. There is a

clear probability that they will be interfered with by officials

of the City of Selma. Such interference will result in immediate

irreparable injury to the plaintiffs. Therefore, injunctive relief

and the issuance of a temporary restraining order to protect

effectively their constitutional rights is appropriate, and this

court has the power to render such relief. KellyPv.-Page, 3J5 F.2d

114 (5th Cir. 1964) (see, Order of District Court set out at

9 R.R.L.R. 1131).

This court exercised such pcwer in its 'nrMr as Janvvry 23.

1965, as modified on January 30, 1965, in the case cf oytcon v.

Clark, C.A. No. 3559-65 which, in perc, eajoirte :cra-y officials

f-om interfering with the exercise of prute-ted ri,,rts. -:4er

recognizing the legitimate interest o A eff.cal 'n trua lagl

enforcement of the laws of the state, county. ar' rit-. this coart

said:



~4

ha e I ae of enforcement thee iIball
b ap inimidaton harassment, or the the of

efttaeus of pt ats County legitimetely
Ito reiater to vote, nor of thosa

temtia to ald othersTIi ster-
o vote or encourSing otbbsfsto44e.

e dded).

plaintiffs are clearly in the category of 'hes'

n t og aid others to register, they ar. entitled to -*

fttlef sought.

IV

This Court Should Grant The Relief Sought Against
The Dallas County Board Of Voter Registration

As has been indisputably shown, both here and elsewhere,

the small number of Negroes able to register to vote have been due

in large measure to the fact that the Board of Registrars of

Dallas County, Alabama is open only two days per month and

accept only a limited number of applications. Indeed, this

court's order of January 23, 1965 noted that the maximum number

processed daily was too few and should be increased and in the

January 30th modification of the order, this court irdica*td

would 2pscify procedures for faster processing. But th rcb

of the problem is that however many persons are processed cn a

giver day, the Board is not open enough days!

The Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution and 42 U.S.C.

Se-. 1971 establish the equal right to vote regardless of race

or colcr. 42 U.S.C. Sec. 1983 and 28'U.S.C. Sections 1343(3)

and.(4) -mpower this court to entertain a suit in equity to enforce

pltaintiffs' voting right=.

In th'. exercise of its jury--A.i'cr. 'L: !ctr kA- 7 T10

ueet orders and decrees as are nec sar tc 'Lnt :

C A..Lstcn 7. ButLts, F.6&:pp. FRL,. 75 CD 40

115/", ir.which th District Ceourt. in a su*k br'.ht ':

o-ctra, issued a peimkinary .jectio se'f:.j. e

i'Ircials from adopting dilatory tacte.- dsigral to s-(l U&

Negro voter registration ?d orle-e t'em to sped, s ev -'whre

-4..
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WILL, ,

absolutely necessary, no more than five minutes in processing

each applicant. The preliminary injunction we.s later diasol.ed

on affidavits that Negro voter registration applicerta-ere

now catisfied with the conduct of the officials. See also united

States v. Hines, _ F. Supp. _, 9 R.R.L.R. 1332 (N.V. t

CI. No. 63-609, 1964).

If a temporary restraining order is not granted, ma.y

m-ambers of plaintiffs' class, i.e., eligible Negro voters will

be unable, due to long delays and the small amount of actual

registration drys to register and vote in upcoming elections.

Respectfully submitted,

Peter A. Hall
1630 Fourth Avenue, N.
Birmingham, Alabama

Jack Greenberg
Norman C. Amaker
Charles H. Jones, Jr.
Charles Stephen Ralston

10 Columbus Circle
New York, New York 10019

Attorney for Plair.tlts

-5-



DIM" ~ZOF AJABA

AA-Vsw ai I"V. WUnS LLOYDANDF SOtI on :
"h3. ! 'thbemsetves ond all others similarly

* ,itqated * -

- Plaintiffs,

V, mo,.o:57:2

WILAt'N RAME, individually, and as Director a
of Public Safety, City of Seluia, Alabama;
VICTOR. 3. ATKtINS A. C. ALE and 3. R. BIBB,:
5.r-.niv'trzlly and an Eembers of the Board of

RapgAtra'tion, Dallapq County, Alitbama;
BERN~ARD Is~. R hOD Chairman. n'md 'C!M;DOE
ard R1CHAD ROEl, indiv-idoarlly o'nd a3 members
ci bs rard of Revenue, Dalla Ccyatty, Ala.
tiama, t7-ir ag'-nt, e mrvplo e' ,-eem,

~ and LE) pcreonn in act2.ve concert
and pc.rt.-ipation wi.-h them,

Defendants

EMOTION FCR PR-7J24X1ARY INJUNCTION

PLaintif!s, by their undersigned attorneys, move this

evut far a prcliminrsry injunc.tion based on the allegations in

their verified complaint, together vith the exhibits attached

the'mto and as additional grounds,.shoy:

1. The policies and practices of defendants violate

TplairntjfW rights under the~ First, Fourteenth and Fifteenth

Awm~nent3 to the "."onstiitution of the United S.a'-es and under

Title 412%. ecicns 1971, 1981 end.983.

2. Uznle-is defeandants are immediately enjoined, th-i.w-'.

cono:i.*e;@ ,he policio andi practices complained of.

3. The prA~iics are. racticeco compl~incc of c~et.".:te

irreparable harm and inj'mry to plaintiffs and members ofZh

class.

4. Plaintiffs and members of their eAwis have no plan

or adequate remedy at law.

WH M RFOR.E plaintiffs pray that this court grant a speed7

-4
- , i -

* - -. .~,

I -e, 57
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Ais $a an aereatter asse a prelitmiary in-

f tg Defeast WiLson Baker, his agents,

O* se casers and all persons in active con.

"Wp~t tpation widata from preventing or interfering

se threat t arrest, with plaintiff and'aeabera f

oe peacefully assembling, marching, and demenstrativt

stiesJ tohCitya ofSeA aAlabase to protest the prac-

toes et the Soard at Registration of Dallas County, ALaban.

Plaintiff further pray that defendants, Victor B, Atkins,

A. 0. Allen and J. R. Sibb, constituting the Board of Voter

Registration of Dallas County, Alabama and Bernard A. Reynolds,

Chairman and John Doe and Richard Roe constituting the Board

of Revenue of Dallas County, Alabama be restrained from:

1. Refusing or failing to keep open the voter registra-

tion office in the Dallas County Courthouse, Selma, Alabama,

for at least eight hours per day, six days per week, every week

in the year, for the purpose of registering qualified voters

of Dallas County, Alabama;

2. Refusing or failing to appoint additional registrars

and not fever than ten in number, as shall be necessary to

carry out effectively tte terms of the court's order;

3. Refusing or failing to take the application of at'

least one hundred applicants, per registrar on duty, for

registration, per day, or as many as shall apply if it be less

than one hundred.

4. Refusing or failing to allow applicants for registra-

tion to use the voting tests or procedures used before Qestabe

1964 rather than the more strigent test su .'En y ertte-I

5. Refusing or failing to process all plication: to

register to vote diligently, and to register to vote, -wihin

a reasonable period of time, any applicart -e ,bes ustill



Reapactfull" uubitted,

Peter A. Hall
1630 Fourth Avenue, 1.
BirminLha., Ala'aira

Jack Greenberg
Norman C. Amaker
Charles H. Jones, Jr.
Charles Stephen Ralston

10 Columbus Circle
New York, New York 10119

Attorney for Paintiffs

BY

U. S ;S;6 ;1 ,

FILED .*

FEB 3 1965

WILLIAM i N. OR



IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF
AABAMA.

REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., ET AL.,

V. CIVIL ACTION NO. 3572-65

WILSON BAKER, Individually, and as
Director of Public Safety, City of
Selma, Alabama, et al

This cause came on to be heard on this day on the Motion

filed on February 3, 1965, by the Plaintiffs herein for a Temporary

Restraining Order in this matter and the said motion having been

considered by the Court;

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED AND ADJUDGED by the Court that the Motion

filed on February 3, 1965, by the Plaintiffs for a Temporary

Restraining Order be and the same is hereby DENIED.

DATED at Mobile, Alabama, this the 3 day of February, 1965,

at 4:15 P.M.

DANIEL H. THOMAS
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE.



UNITED STATES DISTRICT 'IURT

FOR THE

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA

NORTHERN DIVISION

STATE OF ALABAMA,

Plaintiff,

V.
) CIVIL ACTION NO. 3560-65

AMELIA P. BOYNTON, et al., )

Defendar.t=. )

MOTION FOR STA' OF REMAND ORDER
PENDING APPEAL

Pursuant to Rule 62(g), r. R. C. P., defendants in the above-

entitled cau-se, Annie Lee Cooper and Stanley Leroy Wise, respect-

fuly mo,'e this Court for a ;tay cf its order of January 29, 1965

remanding for triai by authorities of the State of Alabama, their

criminal cnarge§ of assault ana battery and public druno nress

(lit. 14, §120(1), Code of Alaoania) respectively, on the cgr rnis

tnat (1) Said defendarts have this day aL-ealed the above reteried

to order and justice ano erjuity Jequire that aid order be stayed

pending cich appeal Leat defendants suffer irreparable na-m by

being tried and convicted before the aopeal can be heard arid

determined; (2) Defendantt are entitled to have the Court of

Appea-s pass on the allegations and claims contained in their

verified petition for removal and (3) The order remanding these

cases was entered without a hearing being gratited defendants.

Respectfully submitted,

Peter A. Hall
1630 Fourth Avenue North
Birmingham, Alabama

I



Attorneys for Defendantb

By:7 ___________

Certificate of Service

This will certity that or, this 2nd day of February, 1965,

I served the foregoing Motion For btay Of Remand Order Pending

Appeal with Notice of Appeal attached upon the Honorable

Blancrnard MAcLeod, circuit Solicitor, Dallas County, Alabama,

and tne Honorable Henry Reese, County ScAlicitor, Dallas County,

Alabana, via United States special )Llivery air mail, addressed

to triem at the Dallas County Courthou-e, Selma, Alauama.

Attorne a r Defe(ndants

U. S 130FRCT ,0U RT
SOU DIST ALA.

FILED 1N "I rRV'S OFFICE

FEB 3 15i

WILUAM J.(YCONNOR

-2-



bUIJT~ii* DIjTkiICT OF .' AM~A

NORTHERtN DIVISION'

, TJ 3F ALABoWq

Plaintiff,*

V.

AME L I~ P. BOY'NTON4, et al.,

Defendants. )

Orti.)h Gd3"NT1:4G -TAY PEND1,4i ,PPra1..L

-n c0--sideration of defendants' notion for a stay of ti~is

Oortborder remanding the cases of Pnie Lee C-uarcj. end

,-tanie1 Leroy *ise to the 'aia.rna state authoriti-slwiict,

.xtuei was entered in this caoe .n Jan'iary ? 1, i:5, anid f:)r

yjoal cause shown,

ITI Ia HE--%CiY JKDLncL) tfriat the oi-uer zef~trE,

anc is here'oy stayed pending the cotexauoinatjun

aoneai thereftam oy the United btateb Coux-t of

Fif th Circuit.

3rdLDONE and Oe&JEAfED this day, of Feoruaty,

c. t. above ro'

ojf cieferdantg'

.-pneals for trie

19015.

DANTFf, W. TH"MA,2

United - tate-s Distilct Judge

t

A

son N-

TWO T



FOR THIE

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF AJ'%BANLA

NORThERN DIVISION

4 )

STATE OF ALABAWAt

plaintif f,

-CIVIL ACTION NO.

AMELIA P. BOYNTON, et al. ,

D e e r,,,,;t

NOTICE, Oi" APPEAL

Lef eflodft-_, Anr.iE, Le-e r-er and )Lcirj,.ey

dr e -i t o -t h,- 'Jr Lt. E "Cout -of APFLil

Ci I.,Lt tio,: the o~L~

Lerzoy Wi -e, ere%-.

t orL .eFit

t r3 our4-nt J nJanuary TI. L3t;

r enar ji r.9 trt~~ ;ficjaA-e ~ 6o.l tetr assau-i and battery ain(-

C~oeotAlabarn8l re
p~uc, 4 urh fn r

Cou-ty A Iao a Ma

to0^-,, §' L o, t he " %ti -
Thiy d-ea

fortia-

0f 1 !,)-
Petel, A. Hall

It, 3 D Fo'irth Avenje Ljr

Birmingham, AiLolnd

U S RJIsrAA
SoLoDLD. SST )-tAL

FEB3 ~

WILLIAM J. 0C)UNNUR3

Jac'< -,Greenbi=xg

Char.Les .. ne, r

New, Yo-r- - New YOLK

By:

0

3560-6'5

ive 1 V'

IL0019

'Ti I - L4 v .20 ( 1) 9

I
A. 8ut DaL

Rights Acl

, At tjorney, , :).r Det E-

zk,
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FBI

Date: 1/26/65

(1H'n wingin

AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIRMAIL
(Priority)

f--- --- --------------------------------------------- 4L

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-12831)

FROM: SAC, MOBILE (44-55 7 )(P)

SUBJECT: REGISTRARS OF VOTERS /
DALLAS COUNTjALABAM

DTNGDARIMINATION
CR -ELC7--t

Transmitted hrwith is Letterhead Memorandum
pertaining to investigation resulting from a request made
Departmental Attorney CARL W. GABEL at Selma, Ala.

Inasmuch as the allegations relative to victim
being fired because of attending a Civil Rights meeting
appear to be untrue as victim isatill working, Mobile is
conducting no further investigation and the file in this
matter is being considered closed.

by

Bureau (Enc. 8)(RM)ja le
b70

41
LLA4

le.Cwf2

F! L~21965'1
-A- -7-C-

/mmm6.-

Sent M Per

f_&-16 (Rev. 5-22-64)

,;,t11

Via

r-- -

I

rTgan+ in rheTrna

Per

/.Y, /,? 1.3 / --- .3 'o ?



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUnt'ICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Mobile, Alabama
January 26, 1965

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS COUNTY ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

On January 21, 1965, Departmental A'~re'y Carl W..
Gabel, Selma, Alabama, delivered a request,to the Selma
Resident Agency. This -nni -rtrent
had been informed that-

q~yn- llMa WSdismissed m M m yent a te

Dismissal of empioye-es wno attWea sueti meetings-
may be intimidatory and in violation of the Civil Rights
Act of 1957 and 1964.

In substance, the request desired d be
interviewed to determine when he had been fired, the names
and addresses of employees for the past ten years, and
reasons for leaving previous employments. Various other

th s w desired by the request in reference to the firing

by
Au da nj taweTs -m omo vje r-M-* 8
as
cal e* epres * n Mopa* *.,
City Jail on December 15, 1965, and
that he cou Wd ne imposed u
an arrest. stated that
fine and he was re ease "f*ll, io
was presently working for

r omthe
m or a Job so
incident
had paid

r- *or a 10

~T7~./Nr Tj

UnC~
-7

WWWWAMMMdOONOW-4

In Reply, PIam e Rwt o
File N..

,::m

-) 1, ?--/ -



REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS COUNTY ALABAMA
VOTINGDISCRIMINATION

turnedd that,
Aelma, Ala

resent address

6 -7c

The above information was furnished to Departmental
Attorney Carl Gabel at Selma, Alabama, on January 23, 1965,
and he stated he desired no further investigation in the
matter.

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.

isl



6-94 (Rev. 1-31-63)
OnONAL Poe NO. 1o sato-see
MAY 1962 IITQN
OSA OIN MNNO. SI

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : Assistant Attorney General DATE: 1/28/65

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION
FROM : Director, FBI

SUBJECT: REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS COUNTY ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS

Reference is made to memorandum dated
(your file ).

There is enclosed one copy of
)00MK - aetterbead amarandum da t ed 1/16 /Aq
at Mobile.*

A. Lii This covers the preliminary investigation and
no further action concerning a full investigation will be taken
by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. [I] The investigation is continuing and you will
be furnished copies of reports as they are received.

C. [ ] The investigation requested by you has now
been completed. Unless advised to the contrary no further in-
quiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [I] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Depart-
ment, no investigation will be conducted in this matter unless
specifically directed by the Department.

E. [ ] Please advise whether you desire any further in-
vestigation.

F. This is submitted for your information and you
will be advised of further developments.

G. [J This is submitted for your information and no
further investigation will be conducted unless specifically re-
quested by the Department.

H. [ ] This covers the receipt of a complaint and no
further action will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department L
so directs.

NOTE: This will c onversat between Mr. Brian Landsburgh,
Enc. CRD, and onn 1/26/65 at which time

Mr. Landsb u esTeT MacThed investigation Conducted.
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA

NORTHERN DIVISION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, )
Plaintiff, ) CIVIL ACTION

VERSUS ) NO. 2584

VICTOR B. ATKINS, AUBREY C. ALLEN )
and JOSEPH BIBB, REGISTRARS OF
VOTERS OF DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA; )
and STATE OF ALABAMA,

Defendants.

This cause was taken under submission on the 12th day of

November 196I at the conclusion of hearing on plaintiff's

motion filed March 5, 1964, during which hearing defendants'

"Motion to Dismiss and Answer" filed October 5, 8 was al-

so considered, together with motion of the defendant State of

Alabama, filed in open court November 12, 1964, for judgment

or directed verdict. On the same day, leave was given to the

parties to file briefs; and the Court having considered the

evidence and the briefs filed herein, finds as follows:

This is a supplementary proceeding by the United States

seeking orders requiring the defendant members of the Board of

Registrars of Dallas County, Alabama, to observe certain re-

quirements and procedures in registering voters. This is also

a proceeding in contempt in that certain of the acts complained

of are alleged to be in violation of this Court's injunction

of November 1., 196), '

ThepplioatioMJ the United state seeks P order requir-

inB the defendanta 96 egIsel eapin or reists4o

and standards theretofore applied by the registrars of Dallas

County to other applicants; an order requiring said defendants

to register certain named rejected applicants alleged by the -

United States to have been qualified and to have been rejected ~

* for registration on account of race; an order requiring the -

defendants to provide ecoomodations and personnel sufficient

for the expeditious receipt and pro'essng of appliationsfwo~

registration from all persona who seek to apply for reisr
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to vote in Dallas County; an order requiring the defendants to

file with the Court written proposed standards for the grading

of registration questionnaires; and for other supplementary

orders. The United States also seeks a specific finding by

the Court that the defendants have deprived Negro citizens

of the right to vote without distinction of race pursuant to

a pattern or practice of discrimination. In its proposed re-

lief, the United States also asks that the Board be enjoined

from using new and different registration tests4which have

been put into use in Dallas County In 1964.

A study of the testimony and documentary evidence submitted. '

in this case discloses that much of the evidence is undisputed.

Dellas County, Alabama, has a voting age population of 29,515,

of which 14,400 are white persons and 15,115 are Negroes. As

of the date of the hearing on this motion, 9,542 white persons

and 335 Negroes were qualified voters in Dallas County. Between

May 1962 and August 1964, the defendant registrars accepted only

93 of 795 applications of Negroes and 945 of 1,232 applications

of white persons.

The defendant registrars receive and process applications

for registration in an office in the Dellas County Courthouse

which has a front room and a back room, each of which is about

12' by 12'. The front room is where the applicants customarily

have filled out the informal portions of the application, taken

the oath, and had the supporting witness vouch for them. In the

back room, 'the applicants ake registration tests. Customarily

the defendant registrars hap v endted not more than four ap-

4 plicants in the frop iuGldtaneously and only one appli ant

at a time t o occupy the back room..

The result has been an extremely slow registration process.

During the month of October 1963, for example, they processed

an average of 27 applicants each registration day. Between

October 15 and October 30, 1963, approximately sixty priority

numbers were issued to prospective applicants on each of the

registration days. On hone of these days, however, were sixty

applicants processed. On October 7, 1963, between 200 and 300 -

persons, most of whom were Negroes, appeared at the Courthouse



3.
to register, but only 54 were processed.

During the five consecutive special registration days

in July, no more than twenty-two persons were able to afply for

registration on any one day. On none of these days did the

registrars receive applications from all of the prospective -

registrants who were issued priority numbers. The defendants 4
have given no evidence showing any efforts which have been made

by the registrars to streamline the registration system, to use

additional facilities in the Courthouse where numerous appli-

cants could apply simultaneously, or to add clerical help to

alleviate the gross delays.

The Board of Registrars has, since the date of this Court's

decree of November 1, 1962, employed a variety of new registra-

tion tests, some of their own making and some prescribed by the

Supreme Court of Alabama. In February 1964, the Board began to

use a new test promulgated by the Supreme Court of Alabama which

required the applicants to answer four questions on government,

to read aloud excerpts from the Constitution, and to write

from dictation words or phrases from the Constitution. The

words for dictation were selected by the registrars and they

were very difficult words. In April the Board required ap-

plicants to explain one of the excerpts which they read. In

September 1964, the Board began to use a revised set of tests

which require applicants to answer four questions on government,

answer four questions based on written excerpts from the Con-

atitution, and to write from dictation one or more excerpts from

the Constituxtio. %e.a two tests, the February and September

tests both, are more 4 fficult than any tests previously re-

quired of voters in Dellas County. Insofar as these tests in-

volve elements of oral reading or oral dictation, they violate

section 101(a)(2)(C) of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which re-

quires all literacy tests to be "wholly in writing."

The United States seeks an order which would grant relief

against the use of the more stringent tests employed in 1964.

When this case was originally before this Court, the Court was

of the opinion that relief of this type was not appropriate
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under the statute. In the view of this Court, it was not

authorized to supersede or enjoin practices and procedures

which were in accord with the letter of State law. Since that

time, the Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit has ruled to

the contrary, and this Court is, of course, bound-by that Court's

decision. United States v. Duke, 332 F.2d 759 (C.A. 5, 1964).

Also, since a previous decision of this Court in this case, the

Congress has enacted the*Civil Rights Act of 1964, which in

section 101(a)(2)(A) provides:

"No person acting under color of law shall ... in
determining whether any individual is qualified under
State law or laws to vote in any Federal election,
apply any standard, practice, or procedure different
from the standardspractices, or procedures applied
under such law or laws to other individuals within
the same county, parish, or similar political subdi-
vision who have been found by State officials to be
qualified to vote."

Accordingly, the Court enters the following order:

The motion of defendants to dismiss, filed October 5, 1965,

is denied.

The motion of the State of Alabama for judgment or directed

verdict, filed November 12, 1964, is moot. The relief granted

herein is directed against the Board of Reistrars.

This Court specifically finds that the defendants have de-

prived Negroes of the right to vote without distinction of race

or color and such deprivations have been pursuant to a pattern

and practice.

It is the order of this Court that the defendants, Registrare
of Voters of illas 'County Alabamea are hereby restrained and

enjoined.

1. WIrn faillag or tefua ng to receive and process ex-

peditiously applications for registration to vote;

2. To expedite the registration of voters in Dallas

County by receiving and processing at least 100

applications on each registration day, provided that

number of persons present themselves for reginicationt;

3. To provide adequate personnel ard arilities for

the registration of voters so that at least eight

applicants can apply for registration simultaneously.
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4. To observe the following procedures for the receipt

of applications for registration to vote in Dallas

County:

(a) Applicants shall be permitted to apply for
registration in the order in which they appear
at the registrar's office for that purpose.

(b) Applicants who appear to apply for registra-
tion shall be requested to immediately sign an
appearance sheet and shall be issued successive
numbers in the order in which they appear and
shall be permitted to apply for registration
in that order without having to wait in line.

(c) An appearance sheet shall be maintained show-
ing the name of each person who offers himself
for registration and the priority number as-
signed to tim.

(d) At the end of each registration day the de-
fendants shall post in a conspicuous place
in the courthouse and on the door of their
office the date of the next registration
day, the first number which will be cal-led
on the next registration day, and the numbers
if any which were called that day but were
not answered.

(e) Any prospective applicants who fail to appear
when their numbers are called shall be called
first on the next registration day in their
proper sequence, but any prospective applicant
who fails to appear on two successive days
shall lose his priority and must obtain a
new number if he still desires to apply for
registration.

5. Fron administering to applicants for registration to

vote the insert Part III test now in use. The literacy

of applicants shall be judged by their writing in fill-

ing out Part II of the application form now in use;

6. Prom denying registration to Negro applicants on the

'grounds that they made formal, technical or inconse-

quentialerors or omissions in filling out their ap-

plication forms;

7. To submit to this Court on or before'the fourth Monday

of each month a photocopy of the appearance sheet

showing each entry not previously submitted to the

Court with the symbol "A" indicating all applications

accepted, the symbol "R" indicating all applications

rejected, and the symbol I"" indicating all persons

who failed to epri-ar whi thobir iiiin.'-r wum rvnlied.



The Court also wishes to make clear that any rejected Negro

applicant from this date forward may apply to this Court for

registration in accordance with the provisions of 42 U.S.C.

1971(e).

Dated this the 4th day of February 1965.

DANIEL R. THOMAS
DistricV 3Judgie

- t

Fied ftbmai* i. j A -

William Z. O'Connor, Cl*e~

I-

-' '~'1~**

- ~~'".'

- -,.

1*

Mo applIcations shall bE allowed to remain in a pend-

ing status. .

8. In the event the defendants are unable, except for

good cause shim, r the end of the special regis-

tra t daas.4vJa July 1965, to receive and process

all of the applications from persons who have signed the

priority sheet and have presented themselves at the pro-

vided time to be processed prior to July 1, 1965, this

Court will deem that all such persons, not processed,

have been denied the opportunity to register within

the meaning of 42 U.S.C.' 1971(e) and will instruct

the voter referee, already appointed by this Court,

to receive and process applications submitted by them.
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( FEDERAL' BUREAU OF INVESTICATit3 -U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

FEB 6 19

FBI MOBILE

2-01 1.CST

TO* DIRECTOR

F, O: MOBILE

UR3ENT 2/6/65 TEB

Ir.Tn1son......
Mr. Bimont..

C r. Chr

"r. P-toc
M.Felt

Mir. ( a]-

Mr. Tavel
Mir. Trotter-
'I ele. Room -
Miss Holmes-
MissGandy,

(44-12931) AND ATLANTA (44-1727)

(44-557)
O

o 70 /6) '_____
REGISTRARS lF-VTjERS,.DALLASOYAL.,-ROLING

DISCRIMINATION. CR - EL.

RE4OTEL TO THE BUREAU FEB. FIVE, SIXTYFIVE.

7b
ADVISED TODAY THAT NO ACTIVITIES OR DEMONSTRATIONS,

EXOET STIATE(CY EETINGS AND VOTER WORKSHOPS, ARE PLANNED FOR

TODAY. NEGRO MASS MEETING PLANNED FOR TOMORROW NIGHT, FEB.

SEVEN, SIXTYFIVE. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING LEFT SELMA A PROXIMATEL
RE -/

EIGHT O'CLOCK A. M., CST, EN ROUTE TO MONTGOMERY A. HELEFT

MO'TGOiERY, ALA., VIA DELTA FLIGHT SIX ONE FOR4 'INE TEN

A.M'., CST, EN ROUTE TO ATLANTA, GA. INFORMATION HAS BEEN a FEB 8 w

RECEIVED THAT KING INTENDS TO FLY TO WASHINGTON, D. C. FEB.

SEVEN, SIXTYFIVE; HOWEVER, DETAILS REGARDING THIS TRIP ARE NOT

EFD PA3E ONE

4, L7 C

9I a rp 1 9 1ac.



PA3E TWO

,O 44-557

KNOW . ONLY INFORMATION AVAILABLE IS THAT KING ALLEGEDLY

'-'ILL Y'EET WITH PRESIDENT JOHNSON, IF HE OBTAINS AN APPOINTMENT,

TO DISCUSS VOTER REGISTRATION MATTERS RELATIVE TO ALA. KING

IS EXPECTED TO RETURN TO MONTGOMERY, ALA., FEB. EIGHT, SIXTYFIVE

TO SPEAK TO MASS MEETING AND WILL POSSIBLY RETURN TO SELMA

FEE. NINE, SIXTYFIVE.

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL JOHN DOAR, CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION,

WHO IS ON THE SCENE AT SELMA, ALA., HAS BEEN ADVISED OF

PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS CONTAINED HEREIN. DOAR, WHO MET WITH DR.

KIN3 AND OTHER NEGRO LEADERS NIGHT OF FEB. FIVE, SIXTYFIVE,

ADVISED THAT THEY WERE "N'OT PLEASED" WITH THE ORDER ISSUED 3Y

USDJ DANIEL H. THOMAS, SDA, ON FEB. FOUR, SIXTYFIVE, AS THEY

FEEL IT IS TOO VA3UE IN ITS INSTRUCTIONS TO THE DALLAS COUNTY

VOTER REGISTRATION BOARD.

SELMA, ALA.,

ADVISED TODAY HE HAS CONFERRED WITH ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL

DOAR AND HE WAS ARRANGING FOR DOAR TO MEET WITH REX MORTHLUND,

PRESIDENT, AND FRANK WILSON, VICE PRESIDENT, PEOPLES BANK AND

TRUST CO., WHO HAVE BEEN INFLUENTIAL IN ESTABLISHING

END PASE TWO

I
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b-7 C
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Y0 44-557

COYYUNICATIONS BETWEEN LOCAL NEGRO LEADERS IN DALLAS COUNTY

AND CITY OFFICIALS. EFFORTS ARE TO BE MADE TO POSSIBLY BRING

A HALT TO THE PRESENT RACIAL SITUATION IN SELMA. STATED

WOJLD ADVISE OF ANY RESULTS ACCOMPLISHED IN THIS MATTER.

b7C.
70

ATLANTA SHOULD MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH SOURCES CLOSE TO

SCLC AND SUTEL MOBILE REGARDING MOVEMENTS OF KING AND HIS

EXPECTED RETURN TO THE MOBILE DIVISION. P.

BIRMINGHAM ADVISED BY AIRMAIL.

END

VA RPP

FBI WASH DC

AT JEO

F3I ATLANTA

TU DIS

4,



FBI WASH DC

FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVE1GATIO
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTiCE

COMMUNICATIONS SECTIO
FEB7 1965

TELETYPE

F?I N'YILE

1122 P': CT 2/6/65 URGENT CCM

TO DIR O (44-12331)

FROM MILE (44-557)

Mr. Tolson_
Mr. Belmont
Mr. Mohr
Mr. DeLoach.
Mr. Casper.
Mr. Callhan-
Mr. Conra
Mr. Felt
Mr. Gale-
Mr. Rosen

Mr. TaveL. .
Mr. Trotter-
Tele. Room
Miss Holmes-
Miss Gandy.

k7C,

REITTEA S OF 101_DALLAS COUNTY, SEL:A, ALA3ANIA, VOTING

DISCRI NATION. CR - EL.

/1EYTEL TODAY.

-'T SJ'CE ADVISED VOTER REGISTRATIO" WORKSHOPS : :E H LD

3W0I'N'S CHAPEL AM!E CHURCH, ST. PAULS CHURCH, TABERNACLE .APTIST:

CHURCH, HOE2ELL BAPTIST CHURCH AND NORTHERN HEIGHTS PRE yTE LAN

CHLUCH THIS DATE.

COVERAGE AFFORDED BY BUREAU AGENTS REFLECT ACTIVITY

HOPEWELL BAPTIST CHURCH, TABERNACLE BAPTIST CHURCH AND ST. PAULS

CHURCH ONLY. WORKSHOPS COMMENCED AT SEVEN P.M. CST AND ALL

TERMRIN'ATED BY NINE THIRTY P.M. CST. o0" TIQN BY BUREAU AGEUS

REFLECT NOT MORE THAN TWENTY PEOPLE1NCE AT EACH1ME .

NO EVIDENCE OF COVERAGE BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES.
tv & FEB -6 4-

NO INCIDENTS OCCURRED.

A LRA

6-9 FFB1E-985

~.2
1~-

+1
1

k V I % -



* FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA11On
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

COMMUNICATiONS SECTION
FEB 5 1965

TELETYPE

Mr. Tolson.
Mr. B4IMontMr. Mohr-

Mr. DeLoach_
Mr. Casper
Mr. Callahan
Mr. Conrad
Mr. Fel
Mr. GaleMr. Ro'sen

Mr. Sullgran
Mr. TaveL-_
Mr. Trotter
Tele. Room-_
Miss Holmes-
Miss Gandy..,

FBI WASH DC

F2I riOILE

953 PM CST 2/5/65 URGENT CCM

TO ..ECTOR (44-12331)

0 EO-ILL (44-557) 5 PAGES

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY, SL"A, *ALA*.VOTING

DISCRIINATION. CR, EL.

.<#

RE:YTEL SIX FIFTYSIX PA THIS DATE.

FOR INFO OF BUREAU THE LAST OF TWO HUNDRED 
NEGRO STUDENTS THAT

WERE CONFINED AT CAMP THOMASTON, ALA., APPROXIMATELY SEVENTYFIVE,

WHO WERE ARRESTED TWO TWO SIXTYFIVE HAVE BEEN RETURNED TO SELMA, ALA,

TODAY AND HAVE BEEN PROCESSED, RELEASED 
OR ARE BEING PROCESSED AND

RELEASED 3Y PRO3ATE JUDGE.

THE SEVENTYONE NEGRO ADULTS AND THREE WMIT-E ADULTS ARREOTD

TODAY FOR CONTEMPT OF COURT DURING DEMONS AON AT DALLAS COUNTY

COURTHOUSE WERE PROCESSED AT THE OLD NATION- JARD ARMORY,

WASHINGTON ST., SELMA, ALA. THESE ARE BEING RELEASED ON ONE 8

HUNDRED DOLLARS PERSONAL RECOGNIZANCE BOND IF RESIDENTS OF DALcAE

---OCRUNTY, ALA., AND ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS SURETY 30ND IF NON-RESIDENTS.

12

~7C~
I
/

F';,

ECID QTFCf' TO



PAGE TWO

4

AS OF FIVE THIRTY P.M. CST ONLY TWENTY OF THE A30VE WERE STILL

BEING PROCESSED.

ALL PERSOPS, TWENTYTWO IN NUMBER, NEGROES, ARRESTED ON TWO

ONE DASH T'1#O SIXTYFIVE ON CHARGE OF CONTRIBUTING TO DELINQUENCY OF

MITMORS WERE RELEASED TWO FOUR, LAST ON BOND. TWENTYONE MADE ONE

HUYDTD DOLLARS SURETY BO"DS, ONE SIGNED ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS

PE;AL RO34NIZANCE BOND.

RE3ARDIN3 THREE NEGROES ARRESTED TWO ONE SIXTYFIVE ON

MISCELLANEOUS CHARGES, SUCH AS PUBLIC DRUNK, CRIMINAL PROVOCATION

AND UNLAWlf.FUL ASSE13LY, ALL HAVE BEEN RELEASED ON BOND AS OF TWO

FOUR SIXTYFIVE. TWO MADE THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS SURETY BOND AND ONE

SIGNED OWN BOND.

THE APPROXIMATELY FOUR HUNDRED AND FIFTY NEGRO STUDENTS ARRESTED

IN TODAY DE ONRTRATTAN ARE STILL AT CAMP SELMA AND DISPOSITION

RELATIVE TO THEM IS NOT KNOWN AT PRESENT TIME.

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING MADE PRESS RELEASE TODAY AT BROWN'S

CHAPEL A'E CHURCH THREE FORTYFIVE P.M. CST AND HE REPORTEDLY

STATED THAT HE WANTED TO Y.EET WITH PRESIDENT JOHNSON MONDAY

E'D PA3E T':')



PAGE THREE

REGARDING CHANGES IN THE VOTING APPLICATION IN ALABA'A. HE ALSO

STATED THAT HE AND REV. ABERNATHY HAD RECEIVED QUOTE PROPER

TREATMENT ENDQUOTE DURING HIS CONFINEMENT TO SELMA CITY JAIL. HE

STATED THAT ON MONDAY NEXT HE WOULD SPEAK AT A MASS MEETING

YONTGOyERY, ALA., AND DEMONSTRATIONS TO ENCOURAGE VOTER REGISTRATION

WOULD BE DISCUSSED AT THIS MEETING.

KIN3 LEFT BROWN'S CHAPEL APPROX FOUR FRTYFIVE P.M. CST AND

TRAVELED TO MARION, ALA. HE INDICATED HE WOULD RETURN TO SEL"A,

ALA., FOR MEETING AT BROWN'S CHAPEL SEVEN THIRTY PM TONIGHT.

NEGRO SOURCE SEL'MA REPORTED TODAY THAT QUOTE SELMA POLICE

DEPARTMENT OFFICERS HAD SHOT AT SOME NE3RO CHILDREN INVOLVED IN

THE RACIAL DEMONSTRATIONS IN SELMA ENDQUOTE. THIS INFO DISCUSSED

WITH AAG JOHN DOAR ON SCENE AT SELMA. INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED

PER REQUEST OF DOAR, REP SENTATIVE NUMBER OF NEGRO CHILDREN

INTERVIEWED AND STATEMENTS OBTAINED FROM SELMA POLICE DEPARTMENT.

INFO CONCERNING INCIDENT WAS THAT OFFICE FIRED WARNING , OT IN

AIR AT TIME NEGRO STUDENTS ATTEMPTING TO RUN IN ALLEY AND NO CHILD

INJURIED AS RESULT OF SHOT. THIS INFO BEING REPORTED IN MOBILE

FILE ONE SEVEN THREE DASH FOUR FOUR CAPTIONED U. S. VERSUS

EVD PAGE THREE



JAMES G. CLARK, JR., SHERIFF DALLAS COUNTY, SELMA, ALA., ET AL,

CR - EL PER REQUEST OF AAG DOAR.

DEPT ATTORNEY CARL GABEL 3EING APPRISED OF PERTIENT

DETAILS HEREIN.

ATLANTA AND BIRMINGHAM ADVISED AM.

END

"TA J RL

FBI WASH DC

TU AND DISC

CC- L ROSEl
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FBI t'.^SH DC

F3I "OIL"

556 PM C T 2/5/65 URG

TO D RECTOR (44-12331)

FRO1 .0ILE (44-557)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF IlWsr:T:TI
1t. S. DEPARY'TT OF JUS11CE

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION
FEB 5 1965

TETYPE

7

ENT CCM

5 PAGES

At' I?

J 'r. T a -n

1 1 el___

Tp-Ic. Room____

Mliss Gandy-..

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY, SELMA, ALA., VOTING

DISCRIMINATION. CR, EL.

RE7YTEL TODAY.

AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN FORTYFIVE A.M. CST, A GROUP OF

-EVENTYFOUR PERSONS, FORTYFO'JR FEMALFS, THIRTY MALES, ALL NEGRoES,

.4ND T-' ' 'H1ITF ALES PLUS OME WHITE FEMALE, MARCHED FROM 3R0''N'S

CHAPEL AME CHURCH, SYLVAN ST., TO THE ALA3AMiA STREET ENTRANCE OF

THE DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE WHERE THEY WERE CONFRONTED ON THE

STEPS AT THE ALA. ST. ENTRANCE, BY DALLAS COUNTY SHERIFF JAMES G.
/1

CLARK JR. AT ELEVEN FIFTYEIGHT A.. CLARK READ AN ORDER OF

CIRCUIT JUDGE JAMES HARE ISSUED FEB. THREE, LAST WHI H WAS DES-
REC- 120 / 4A W

CRIED IN TEL FE3. THREE IN FULL. THE G

CORDY TPtTDYTT', SCLC STAFF MEMBER, WHO ASKED TO SEE TA FEB 8

REGISTRAR OF VOTERS, AND AFTER CLARK READ THE ABOVE O_______T

VIVIAN MADE SEVERAL STATEMENTS CONCERNING CLARK AND HIS APPARENT

STAND ON THE RACIAL SITUATION REGARDING NEGROES AND THEN LED THE A

E"D PA!E ONE

ft 1 95

r~7X~..00

b7m
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GROUP IN PRAYER. AFTER THE PRAYER WAS CONCLUDED, CLARK INFORMED

THEN THEY WERE UNDER ARREST FOR QUOTE, CONTEMPT OF COURT, UNQUOTE

AND TOOK THE'1 INTO THE BUILDING TO THE SECOND FLOOR CIRCUIT COURT

R003. AGAIN CIRCUIT JUDGE JAMES HARE READ HIS ORDER TO THEM A

SECOND TIYE. AT APPROXIMATELY TWO THIRTY P.M. CST THESE PERSONS

ERE LEING TRANSFERRED 3Y BUS F3OM THE DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE TO

THE OLD NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY ON WASHINGTON ST. IN SELMA. NOTHING

HAS ?EEN DONE BY JUDGE HARE RELATIVE TO DISPOSITION OF THE CHARGE

AGAINST THESE SEVENTYFOUR INDIVIDUALS. REPORTEDLY THE TRANSFER

FRO" THE COURTHOUSE TO THE NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY WAS DONE BECAUSE

OF THE FACT CIRCUIT JUDGE HARE IS HOLDING A CONFERENCE AT THREE

P.M. CST IN THE COURTROOM WITH THE ALABAMA CONGRESSMEN WHO ARE ON

THE SCENE AT SELMA, ALA. THESE INDIVIDUALS ARE DICK DICKINSON,

JOHN BUCHANAN, JIM MARTIN, AND GLENN ANDREWS. IT WAS ASCERTAINED

THIS MEETING IS A CLOSED MEETING, NOT OPEN TO THE PRESS OR ANY

OTHER INDIVIDUAL. AFTER HARE COMPLETES HIS CONFERENCE WITH THE

ALA. CONGRESSMEN, HE REPORTEDLY WILL THEN DISPOSE OF THE CASES

AGAINST THE SEVENTYFOUR INDIVIDUALS ARRESTED THIS MORNING.

END PAGE TWO
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AT APPROXIMATELY TWELVE THIRTYSEVEN P.M. A GROUP OF APPROX.

FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY NEGRO STUDENTS BEGAN MARCHING TO THE DALLAS

COUNTY COURTHOUSE FROM THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH. THIS ARCH WAS

ACCOMPLISHED BY SEPARATING INTO GROUPS OF FOUR AND FIVE AND

WALKING APPROXIMATELY TEN TO FIFTEEN FEET APART. AFTER THEY

ARRIVED AT THE DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE, THEY MADE LINES OF

STUDENTS 3ACK AND FORTH ON THE LAUDERDALE ST. SIDE OF THE DALLAS

COUNTY COURTHOUSE WHERE THEY BEGAN SINKING FREEDOM SONGS AND

HOLDING PLACARDS THEY TOOK FROM UNDER THEIR CLOTHES WHICH RELATED

TO VOTER REGISTRATION. AFTER THE ENTIRE GROUP HAD ARRIVED AT THE

DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE SIDEWALK, SHERIFF JAMES G. CLARK READ A

COPY OF THE QRDER OF CIRCUIT JUDGE HAREDATjED.F..THREE, LAST

TO THE GROUP FDE-H4RN. AS NOTED, THIS ORDER WAS FURNISHED

THE BUREAU IN MOTEL OF FEB. THREE, LAST. THE GROUP WAS TOLD BY

CLARK TO DISPERSE, AND AFTER THEY REFUSED TO DO SO AND BEGAN

SINKING MORE FREEDOM SONGS, THEY WERE PLACED UNDER ARREST BY

SHERIFF CLARK AT ONE EIGHTEEN P.M. AND MARCHED NORTH ON LAUDERDALE

ST. TO THE OLD NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, THEY

END PAGE THREE



AT ONE TWELVEP.M., DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING AND REV. RALPH

AERN2ATHY LEFT THE SELMA CITY JAIL AFTER THEIR BONDS OF ONE

"JNDRED DOLLARS POSTED BY REV. L. L. ANDERSON AND EDWIN L. D1

THEY WENT FROM THE J IL IN A LATE MODEL CAD LLAC AT ONE

FORTYFIVE P.M. TO THE RESI EMCE OF MRS. AIELI BOYNTON, ONE THREE

FIVE FIVE LAPSLEY ST. AT THE BOYNTON RESIDENCE, THEY WERE MET

BY THE SIXTEEN CONGRESSMEN REFERRED TO IN RETEL, AND A FEW BRIEF

COMMENTS WERE MADE BY KING TO SOME PRESS REPRESENTATIVES ON THE

SCENE, AND HE ANNOUNCED HE WOULD HOLD A FORMAL PRESS CONFERENCE

AT THREE P.M. TODAY AT BROWN'S CHAPEL AME CHURCH, HOWEVER AS OF

THREE THIRTY P.M. THERE HAS BEEN NO REPORT OF THIS PRESS CONFERENCE

BEING HELD. AS OF THREE T IRTY P.M. CST, KING WAS STILL LOCATED

IN THE HOME OF DR. SULLIVAN JACKSON, ONE FOUR ONE SIX LAPSLEY

ST., 3EL YA *A4

END P.AG FOUR

PAGE FOUR

WEREF ALL LOADED ON SCHOOL 3USES AND TAKEN TO ALA. PRISON CAMP,

HWY. EIGHTY WEST, SELMA, ALA. THE LAST SUS LEFT THE ARTMORY

WITH A GROUP OF STUDENTS AT TWO FIFTEEN P.m. CST.



AS OF THREE THIRTY P.M. CST, IT WAS REPORTED PART OF THE

DELEGATION OF SIXTEEN CON3RES3MEN FROM WASHINGTON HAD MERGED

WITH THE DELEGATION OF ALA. CON3RESSMEN IN THE CIRCUIT COURT

ROOMI OF JUDGE HARE WHERE A CLOSED CONFERENCE IS 3EING HELD AND

ADMITTANCE BARRED 3Y ALA. STATE TROOPERS. SEVERAL OF THE

DELEGATION OF CONGRESSMEN FROM WASHINGTON, D.C., ARE PRESENTLY

OUTSIDE OF BROWN'S CHAPEL AME CHURCH AS OF THREE THIRTY P.M.

EEING QU:STIONED BY NE3BERS OF THE NEWS MEDIA.

ASST. ATTORNEY GENERAL JOHN DOAR AND CHARLES QUAINTANCE,

DEPT. ATTORNEY, ON SCENE AT SELMA BEING ADVISED. IT IS NOTED

BOTH OF THESF DEPARTMENTAL OFFICIALS OBSERVED THE DEM ,ONSTRATIONS

AN'D THE AOVE ARRESTS.

END

WA BMS

FBI WASH DC

TU A"D DISC

CC--MR. ROSEN
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In Reply, Please Refer to

File No. 44-883

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
Jackson, Mississippi
January 28, 1965

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

ssissippi, was telephonicatty contacted dy an
gent othe Federal Bureau of Investigation(FBI) to arrange
for an interview at his convenience to discuss any alleged
threats against the life of Martin Luther King, or inform
concerning a conspiracy to kill Martin Luther King.
stated that he would not make arrangements for an interview
and advised that he would not tdk to "any FBI Agent". He
refused to make any further comment or explain why he would
not consent to an interview.

'~
a

II
la

Ir (-I



REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALIAS COUNTY, AIABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION 0V r

IC A .a

stated tnat ne knew or no discuss ion
concerning a threat to kill Martin Luther King or concerning
any conspiracy to kill Martin Luther Kin . He advised that
he did not hear any such comment
and did not hear any rumors to tha e ec.

sittin~ -
an unidentifedwlibi male, a-roximately

: age, approached the table where a
recalled that-Jhe table was occue
and

"'7 ,'. 4'.

-2 l

i-7C
b7b
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REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA
VOTING DISCR -

he above
ownw emale approaceand

stated, "I heard King won't be re long e goes to
Selma, Alabama". All of the individuals seated at the table-
had been and the individual that approached
the table appaentalso been -fiE#$and was
apparently known to stated thatli'^ did not
hear any comment by about an allegedukilling
of Martin Luther g that all individuals
at the table heard the above comment, but does not believe
any of them took the comment seriously. All had been
drinking before the meal, but no one was intoxicated.
advised he has no knowledge of any conspiracy to kill Hartin
Luther King and is certain that the individuals seated at his yc
table in the restaurant were not engaged in any conspiracy
to kill King.

on Januarr20.r1965\

THI -e has no knowledge of an cons irac-to ki -IMartin
Luther Kin. He stated that

t% but 'does not rcal a commnts ithe me',or'-
any rumor a that indicated.
King would e e or t tt ere was a conspiracy to kill
Ki tated that he is certain in his mind that none
of && I. leaders of CCA would have anything to do,
with attempted violence against Martin Luther King.



'REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS COUNTY, AABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

.X He oes not recal mak ng any
statement: either at the meetings or in the private company.
of anyo e tihdiVduals attending the meetings that he
had heard rtin Luther ng would be killed within 36 hours
at Selma, Alabamar ' d advised that it is possible he
made some statement 3 concerning the possibility that
some one would kill King. Hie advised that if he made such a
statement it was not based on any personal knowledge of a
conspiracy or based upon any information he had received
concerning a conspiracy to kill King. He is certain that he
did not make any such comment before one of the official
meetings but if any such comment was made by him it was made
in an informal private group. He advised that he has no
information concerning any conspiracy to kill King and would
not be a party to an such violent act. He stated that he

43feels certain no -would be involved in any
cons irac or intense to oany v lent act' against King.

indicated that during the meetings he h ard numerous
rumors around the Whitley Hotel about King. All these rumors
were speculative in nature and were mainly concerned with
possible trouble in Selma, Alabama. indicated that
he was not particular opular wit - an occasi a1
some j oking occurred e*otKg
advised that rumorsat the included Kecu at on that
a clash might occur between George Lincol kwell and King
at Selma. He also heard rumors at the Ho 1 that Rockwell
intended to .ainto1 the Whitle Hotel1

These 1bckwell



REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DAIlAS COUNTY, ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION 4, i

rumors lead CCA to place a guard at the entrance to their
meetings. The rumors proved to be unfounded as Rockwell-;- -74C
never did come to the Hotel. indicated that b b
various rumors about Ki and 1cel vere probably- aed
from member to member "He has no
information concerning 'he'ori n of the rumor about someone
killing King.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY, -SELMA, ALA., VOTING

DISCRIMINATION. CR, EL.

REMYTEL TODAY.

A GROUP OF APPROXIMATELY TWO HUNDRED NINETEEN NEGRO STUDENTS

BEGAN MARCHING IN SMALL GROUPS FROM FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, SYLVAN

ST., TO THE DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE, THE FIRST GROUP ARRIVING AT

THREE THIRTYNINE PM CST AND CONTINUED CONGREGATING UNTIL THE

ENTIRE GROUP WAS LINED UP ON THE VEST SIDE OF LAUDERDALE ST. ALONG

SIDE THE DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE FACING. AST. THE LAS ROP
V REC- 120 A$/

ARRIVING AT THREE FIFTYEIGHT PM. THE GROUPSTOOD QUIETLY ALONG

SIDE THE COURTHOUSE, SOME HOLDING PLACARDS CONTAININGA21D $4AT1 -u

MENTS RELATIVE TO VOTING, UNTIL FOUR NINETEEN PM WHEN THg)jg APOW1965

MARCHING AVAY TOWARD BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH, SYLVAN I--LV

TOWARD FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH. AS THE LINE STARTED BREADING UP, THREE

NEGRO MALES WERE ARRESTED BY DEPUTY SHER FFS OF THE DALL COUNTY

ENDPG



PAGE TWO ...

SHERIFF~mS OFFICE

b7c

THESE

PERSONS APPEARED TO BE OLDER THAN OTHER NEGRO STUDENTS AND APPEARED

TO BE ORGANIZERS OR ADMINISTRATING THE LINES. OTHER NEGRO CHILDREN

CONTINUED MARCHING B4K\TOWARD BROWNS CHAPEL ME CHURCH AND FIRST

BAPTIST CHURCH WITH A NUMBER DISPERSING.

THE FIFTY PERSONS ARRESTED EARLIER TODAY, INCLUDING REV. JAMES

E Vq SCLC LEADER, ON CONTEMPTOF COURT-CHAR ES WERE ALL-SROUGHT /

BEFORE CIRCUIT JUDGE JAMES A. HARE, DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE, AND

FOUND GUILTY ON CONTEMPT CHARGES AND EACH WAS INDIVIDUALLY SENTENCED

TO FIFTY DOLLARS AND FIVE DAYS.

END PAGE TWO ..........
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ADVISED HE HAS RECEIVED NO PLANS REGARDING ANY MASS

MEETING ORFURTHER DEMONSTRATIONS TODAY.

END PAGE THREE .........

N2~
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PAGE FOUR .......

BOARD OF REGISTRARS CLOSEWFOUR THIRTY PM AND THIRTEEN

NUMBERS MAD BEEN ISSUED, ALL TO NEGROES. VICTOR ATRINS, CHAIRMAN,

SAID BOARD WILL BE OPEN EACH DAY THIS WEEK FOR ISSUANCE OF NUMBERS

BUT VILL NOT CONDUCT REGISTRATIONS UNTIL MONDAY FEB. FIFTEENTH,

NEXT.

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY BRIAN LANDSBERS ON THE SCENE BEING

ADVISED PERTINENT DEVELOPEfNTS. 1
A -

END

VA SxC

FBI VASH DC

TU DISC
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~IS TPA A., VO E -2-V OT IN 7
DISCRI"IUATION. CR, EL. E LA0

A NEGRO MASS MEETING COMENCED AT EIGHT FORTYFIVE $Qt 9

BRfn 'S CAEL AM.E CHURCH, WITH AN ESTIMATED ATTENDANCe OF

APPFtTI LATELY DNE HUNDRED SIXTY, ?0STLY ADULTS. AT FI&T 3A IST

CHURCH, CORNER OF SYLVAN AND JEFF DAVIS AVE., A MEETING OF NEGRO

STUDENTS ALSO BE3AN AROUND EIGHT FORTYFIVE AM, AND ATTENDANCE

ESTIMATED AT TWO HUNDRE FIFTY TO THREE HUNDRED NEGRO SUTDENTS.

NO DEMONSTRATIONS OR OTHER ACTIVITY AROUND THE COURTHOUSE, DALLAS

COUNTY, HAS OCCURRED AS OF ELEVEN THIRTY A ST.

U. S. MARSHAL GEORGE STUART# SDA, .ISED INFORMATION HAD

BEEN RECEIVED SIXTEEN CONGRESSMEN PLUS ADAM CLAYTON POWELL-- n-------
\~~~NTEVO UE - RRIVE MNSjU.

SEVENTEEN" YEAR OLD SON ARE DUEIN MNTGOY., A I 31965

ELEVEN TAiRiYA**;fTODAY. THESE CONGRESSMEN WILL THEREAFTE-- m

TRAVEL TO SEtLMA ANDLUNCH AT THE HOLIDAY INN. THEREAFTER THEY

VlnnAt4 ^i I I A .Lr/ I r ..-
b

it.'

~~FFJ35

j1~

I

Ny

C

317

10,

V D ONteo



PAGE TWO..

UILL ATTEMPT TO ARRANGE MEETING WITH DALLAS COUNTY AUTHORITIES

AND SELMA CITY OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS PRESENT CIVIL RIGHTS SITUATION

AT SELMA WITH THEM.6-

SELM1A, HAS ADVISED THE GENERAL CONSESUS OF OPINION RIGHT NOW

A"OUNG OFFICIALS OF THE COUNTY AND CITY IS THEY DO NOT DESIRE TO

MEET WITH THE GROUP SINCE THEY FEEL IT IS A BIASED AND UN-

OBJECTIVE, PUBLICITY SEEKING GROUP OF CONGRESSMEN DESIRING NOTHI11 3

MORE THAN TO MAKE S-,At, POLITICAL HAY, 1"41OT OUT OF THE CIVIL

RIGHTS SITUATION AT SELMA, STATED, HOWEVER, THERE WAS STILL

SOME DISCUSSION GOIN" ON AMOUNT THE OFFICIALS AND POSSIBLY THEIR

STA"D WOULD CHANGE LATER IN THE DAY AND THEY MIGHT MEET WITH THESE

CONGRESSMEN.

U.S. MARSHAL ADVISES THAT AFTER THE CONGRESSMEN ARE SUPPOSED

TO wEET WITH THE CITY AND COUNTY ADMINISTRATION, THEY WILL RECEIVE

COMPLAINTS FROM CITIZENS REGARDING THE LOCAL RACIAL UNREST AT THREE

P.M. CST IN THE SECOND FLOOR FEDERAL COURT ROOM IN THE FEDERAL BLDG.

SELMA. THIS PROCEDURE WAS REPORTEDLY CLEARED WITH THE ATTORNEY

END PAGE TWO..



PA3E THREE...

GENERAL ON FE3. FOUR LAST. NO RADIO BROADCAST, TV OR PHOTOGRAPHIC

COVERAGE WILL 3E ALLOWED ON THE SECOND FLOOR OF THE COURTHOUSE,

HO1EVER9REPORTERS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ATTEND THE SESSION WHERE THE

CONGRESSMi"EN WILL RECEIVE COMPLAINTS FROM VARIOUS NEGROES WHO WERE

CONFINED DURING THE RACIAL DEMONSTRATIONS AT SELyA. THESE CON-

GRESSEN ARE REPORTED TO BE AS FOLLOWS:

BIMGHAM OF NEW YORK, KOHELAR OF CALIF., CONYER OF MICH.,

DIG'GS OF ±ICH., DOW OF NEW YORK, DYAL OF CALIF., HAUKINS OF CALIF.,

ICK OF "EW YORK, RYAN OF NEW YORK, SCHEUER OF NEW YORK,

VIVIAN OF NICH., REED OF NEW YORK, MIATHAS OF MARYLAND, MORSE OF

M ASS., EDWARDS OF CALIF., AND NIX OF PA.

PO INFORMATION HAS BEEN RECEIVED AS TO WHEN DR. MARTIN LUTHER

KIN3 OR REV. RALPH ABERNATHY WILL MAKE BOND AND LEAVE THE SELMA

CITY JAIL, L7
NO EFFORTS HAVE BEEN MADE BY EITHER KING OR 6170

ABERNATHY TO ARRANGE BOND. HOWEVER, AT NINE NINE A.M. REV.

ANDREW YOUNG AND JAMES BEVEL. STAFF MEMBERS OF SCLC, HAD CONFERRED

END PAGE THREE...



PAGE FOUR

WITH DR. KIN3 AT THE SELMA CITY JAIL TO FURTHER DISCUSS PLANS

AND STATUS OF RACIAL DEMONSTRATIONS AT SELMA.

INFO HAS BEEN RECEIVED THAT AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN THIRTY

A.M. A DELEGATION OF ALA3AMA CONGRESSMEN ARRIVED IN SELMA AND

ARE ON SCENE AND FURNISHING VARIOUS PRESS RELEASES CONCERNING

THEIR BEING IN SELMA, HOWEVER THE IDENTITIES ARE NOT KNOWN AT

THE PRESENT TIME, BUT THEY ARE CONFERRING WITH DALLAS COUNTY

OFFICIALS AS OF ELEVEN THIRTY.

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL JOHN DOAR IS ON SCENE AT SEL~mA

AND~ BIN'3 ADVISED OF ALL PERTINENT DZVELOPM:ENTS.

END
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0
*7F3I~RAS P ~TRS ~L'C? 3'~~f A A VOTINGN3 S 'A~T

'-2R0 "AS"S YMEETI NG ROWS CHAPEL Ap-E CHURCH, SEL* TON I -jT
ST7ff&tbf BemoE..-

3E ~~~?~3AT SEVE"' THI RTY P-"-- AND TE":",INATED APPR.-y&'ATELf I

rMr

F I? TYV71~7 " ET ATTENDED 3Y ZES-TINATEAD CROU1D OF AP,-0roXI AEL1Y

FIVE H4UvD.RED PERSONS. ,b~HPc~~~~

REV. FREDERICK D. REESE

FP7R3IDENT DALLAS CoOfOTERS LEAGUE ANDA)' RICHARD CO 9 "'H 0 IS

A LL 3E D L Y A M I NIS:3T ER FROM NEW YORK. BEVEL ST RESSED 'I0 -- D EX NS T R AT IO

.CEPETITIONIN3 AND STATED ia.tfZ IT WOULD NOT 3E I 6L MA
'Z)

FOR A LON'S3 TINE ;-94 E, EVEL ALSO EXTREMELY CRITICAL C

DANI EL 14. THOMAS, MOBILE, CALLING HIM SE"ATDST JUotE

F"= WHO HAS BEEN CONFERRING WITH SHE F JAMES 2

ON THE SIDE. BEVEL STATED Qt5* HE AMERICAN TRADITION WAS TO

Lor AND')CH4EAT AND ALWAYS WOULD 39FE 016 b7C
___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ __.__A.:VISE-D HE' RECEIV7D

I. IRFISHAT DALLASCO,.-AOARD OF REGISTRARS WOULD HAVE A K OPlEN

Y 0AY THIS REEK AND AVAILABLE FOR N E ROES TO SIGNL BOOK SO
'D AW:- rIt1r7
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PAGE TWO

THEY COULD RECEIVE PRIORTITY NUM3ERS FOR REGISTRATION F"3. FIFTEEN

NEXT. THAT 3OARD OF REGISTRARS HAS STATED THEY WOULD ALLOW EVERY)rAR0 WHO APPEARED TO REGISTER TO FILL OUT APPLICATION 3Y JULY ONE

NEXT EVEN' IF BOARD HAD TO HAVE EXTRA REGISTRATION DAYS IN ORDER TO

COMPLY WITH USDJ THOMAS'S ORDER OF FEB. FOUR LAST.

JAMES BEVEL, SCLC WAS INFORMED OF THE A3VVEIN PRESENCE

OF ?UREAU A3ET AND BEVEL STATED THIS WAS NOT EFOU3-M*THAT HE b7
'IA\TD REGISTRATION BOARD OPEN TORROW AND THAT RECEIVING A

PRIORITY NUI3ER WOULD NOT SATISF NEGROES AND HE HAD INSTRUCTED

TWER TO %ET A NUN.ER TOMORROW BUT REMAIN IN LINE AT COURTHOUSE

AND POT LEAVE THE AREA. THAT THE NEGROES COULD ALWAYS GET A

J?,"IT' FAVORABLE BCa22E RULING FRO1 JUDGE TUTTLE IN ATLANTA

IF THEYNE ED IT AND THEY DIDN'T INTEND TO COMPLY WITH THE ORDER

ISSUED BY fUDGE THOMAS.

"OVEj Of OF MEETING TONIGHT HANDLED BY BAKER AND TWO PLAIN
iPoce Deparmnt

CL THiS OFFICERS OF SELMAP< ON SCENE. BUREAUAGENTS SERVING.
-. Sheriffs Offle

ONE P1,ANDTWO of CARS OBSERVED PATROLING IN AREA.

DEPT ATTORNEYS BRIAN LANDS3ERG AND MORTON SKLAR BEING ADVISED.

E.A L

IA LRA

F7I ASH DC



CfEkNERAL INVESTIGATIVE DI ON
We are keeping the De ment currently

advised of developments in~elma, Alabama.
U. S. District Judge Daniel H. Thomas,

mentioned in attached teletype, is the judge
who issued a Federal order that all Negroes
wishing to register were to be registered by
the local authorities at Selma.



. I - F tAL BUREAU OF IVTIATIA
FBIUASH DC* U.S.DEPARTMWffOF ICE

COMMUNICATIONS r. oleob
FEB 4 1965 Beo

FBI MOa!LE Il~.Cll-a...

111 CST 2/4/65 URGENT CCM Mr. Corad----
Mr. FcI
Mr. G .c

T DIRECTOR (44-12831) AND WASHINGTON FIELD Mrns

FROM MOBILE (44-557) 3 PAGES
"ee. Roow...

miss Gandy
REGISTRARS OF VOTERS OF DALLAS COUNTY ALABAM IN

Civl Rights Elcti: Laws
DISCRIMINATIONi

b r. Cnla

4REMOTEL TO DIRECTOR SIX ZERO SEVEN PM94TWO THREE SX

NEGRO MASS MEETING HELD AT BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH,

SLYVAN STREET, SELMA, TONIGHT. MEETING BEGAN APPRcUXIMATELY SEVEN

THIRTY PM CST AND TERMINATED AT TEN FORTYFIVE PM CST WITHOUT INCIDENT.

ESTIMATED ATTENDANCE FIVE HUNDRED FIFTY TO SIX HUNDRED NEGRbES.

PRINCIPAL SPEAKER WAS REV. FXED SHUTTLES VnRTH, STAFF

WHO CALLED FOR CONTINUING DEMONSTRATIONS AT SELMA AND CONTINUING

DRAMATIZATION OF RACIAL Itw4frGE OF THE BLACK BELT-AREA OF ALABAMA.

NO SPECIFIC PLANS INDICATED FOR FEB FOUR INSTANT, HOWEVER

GENERAL TONE OF MEETING INDICATED DEMONSTRATIONS U6ULD CONTINUE.

COVERAGE OF MEETING HANDLED BY J. WILSO-N-BAKER, DIRECTOR PUBLIC
o!ise Depasent

shf~rSfrh omm

AFEOTELMA TROR LINX CLOESOLEV P CTWOSHREEIXT

SANFU STAEET SELATOLNGHT~.METNGBEA OBERIELGSVE



PAGE TWO

COPY OF ORDER OBTAINED FROM DALLAS CO COURTHOUSE WHICH IS REPORTED

TO BE SERVED ON DEMONSTRATORS AND OTHER INDIVIDUALS IN SELMA. THIS

ORDER IS SIGNED BY JAMES A. HARE, JUDGE OF CIRCUIT COURT, DALLAS CO.,

ALA AND DATED FEB THREE SIXTYFIVE. COMPLETE CONTEXT TO BE INCORPORATED

IN WEEKLY -,,p HOWEVER IN SUMMATION THIS ORDER STATES IT WILL BE
Chi f of Polia-

PLACED IN HANDS OF SHERIFF, W SELMA AND IT DIRECTS THEM TO

FULLY ENFORCE ORDER. THE ORDER STATES THAT THE COURT BY ITS PROCESS

TO PRESERVE PEACE AND ETC AROUND THE DALLAS CO COURTHOUSE AND DUE

TO DEMONSTRATIONS OCCURRING IN THE PAST TEN DAYS IT IS ORDERED THAT ANY

PERSON OR PERSONS 2 ATTEMPTING TO ASSEMBLE IN, AROUND OR ABOUT

DALLAS CO COURTHOUSE OR GROUNDS FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEMONSTRATING

OR ASSEMBLING FOR SAID PURPOSE ti2 HEREBY ORDERED TO SEPARATE
its

AND DIJSMTIBLE AND TO VACATE SAID COURTHOUSE GROUNDS AND ITS IMMEDIATE

VICINITY SO AS NOT TO INTERFER WITH COURT IN THE DUE ADMINSTRATION OF

JUSTICE AND THE BUSINESS THAT IS CARRIED ON BY THE PUBLIC AT OR IN THE

OFFICES OF SAID COURTHOUSE. THIS YOU WILL IN NO WISE OMIT UNDER

PENALTY OF LAW4L"AeMRkF.

END PAGE TWO
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SELMA ADVISED TONIGHT HE TALKED b70

TO A SCLC REPRESENTATIVE JOYCE ROLL /PHY WHO IS REPORTED TO BE i',

SECeIN THE SCLC OFFICE WASHINGTON D C AND SHE ADVISED A CONGRESSIONAL

COMMITTE HEADED BY ADAM CLAYTON POWELL AND FIVE OTHERS DESCRIBED

BY HER AS 04=4LIBERALS E eE OR NEGRO MEMBERS OF CONGRESS WOULD

ARRIVE SELMA FEB FIVE NEXT AND WILL STAY AT HOTEL ALBERT, SELMA.

PURPOSE OR LENGTH NOT KNOWN OTHER THAN TO @@@E INVESTIGATE - 2

THE SITUATION IN SELMA.

WFO SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CONTACT LOGICAL SOURCE INCLUDING SCLC

OFFICE WASHINGTON FOR VERIFICATION OF ABOVE INFORMATION AND DETAILS

OF TRIP. SUTEL MOBILE*

HOTEL ALBERT, SELMA AT PRESENT HAS NO RESERVATIONS FOR ABOVE

GROUP.

I DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEYS MORTON SKLAR AND CHARLES QUANTAINCE

BEING ADVISED.

END

WA HFL

FBI WASH DC*
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-- ~



.,, ' 2/4/6k
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVSION

Reverends Martin Lu r King and
Ralph Abernathy remain in Jailin Selma,
Alabama, after having been arrested 2/1/65
in connection with their Negro voter
registration drive activities.

The drive organizers have been
utilizing Negro school children to parade in
support of the program and hundreds have
been arrested this week for their participa-
tion in demonstration parades.

Acting Assistant Attorney General
John Doar, evening of 2/3/65, requested
investigation of conditions under which
juveniles are detained at Camp Selma,
Selma, Alabama, after allegations of
mistreatment were received. This is being
handled.

The Department is being currently
advis ed of developments.
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REMOTELS TWO FIVE SIXTYFIVE.

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING SPOKE AT NEGRO MASS .RALLE BARO*S

CHAPEL ANE C-JURCH TONIGHT FOR PERIOD OF APPROXIMATEq THIR Y

MINUTES. PRIOR TO HIS RETURN TO SELMA ABOUT SEVEN MIRTM CST

HE HAD-MADE TALK AT A METHODIST CHURCH IN MARION, ASR. A ER

ARRIVAL BACK IN SELMA KING VISITED THE HOME OF DR. ILLIVAt JACKSON

AND ARRIVED AT BROWN'S CHAPEL AME CHURCH -AS NINE ZERO FIVE PM

AND LEF AT ABOUT TEN PM. AFTER HE LEFTlRCH HE RET T

JACKSODOME WHERE IT g. PORTED HE WILL SPIND HE NI

AFTER HIS ARRIVAL AT THE JACKSON -M wh' JOHN DOAR WAS301il

BUREAU AGENTS ENTERING-THE JACKSON RESIDENCE AND SHRT6*-4MERAP

REV. FRED SHUTTLESWORTH AND WIFE, PETER HALL, NEGRO ATTORNEY FRO"

BIRMINGHAM AND PERSON BELIEVED TO BE FRED WALLACE, NAAPC ATTORNEY

:D PAd ObEc



PA3E TWO

FRO:1 NEW YORK ARRIVED AT RESIDENCE. ABOUT TEN MINUTES LATER MOST
.sOuTIfEsw CHRiranm ABAtrag# Godragg

OF THE SGLZ STAFF WHO ARE LEADERS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT IN

SELMA APPEARED AT THE JACKSON HOME AND ENTERED SAME. MEETING AT

HOME STILL IN PROGRESS AS OF ELEVEN FIFTEEN PM CST.

ESTIMATED ATTENDANCE AT MASS MEETING BROWN'S CHAPEL SEVEN TO

EIGHT HUNDRED NEGROES AND THREE TO FOUR HUNDRED NE3RO STUDENTS

KILLINGG AROUND OUTSIDE OF CHURCH AS THWY WERE UNABLE TO GAIl:

ENTRANCE INTO CHURCH BECAUSE OF CROWDED CONDITION.

KING IS REPORTED TO HAVE A3AIN STATED THAT HE WILL ATTEND A

MASS te'EETING IN R.ONTGOMERY, ALA., TWO EIGHT, NEXT AND WILL

ORGANIZE A 499TE DRIVE N TO GET NEGROES REGISTERED IN

XONT23OMERY COUNTY. ACCORDING TO KING WILL LEAVE

MONT3OMiERY, ALA., ON Q9 EARLY FLIGHT BNOtTE TWO SIX, NEXT

TO ATLANTA, GA. WILL LEAVE ATLANTA QUOTE SOMETIME SUNDAY NIGHT

E4 SPE TO SEVEN NEXT TO GO TO WASHINGTON, D.C. IN WASHIN3TON

HE INTENDS TO ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN AN APPOINTMENT WITH PRESIDENT

JOHNSON FOR THE PURPOSE OF REQUESTING JOHNSON'S INTERVENTION IN

VOTER REGISTRATION MATTERS IN ALABAMA INORDER TO MAKE IT EASIER

TO BECOME A QUALIFIED VOTER. THEREAFTER HE INTENDS TO RETURN TO

SELMA OR MONTGOMERY, ALA., FOR MASS MEETING NIGHT OF TWO EIGHT

END PAGE TWO



PAGE {TREE

SIXTYFIVE.REV. JAMES BEVEL, STAFF MES3ER SCLC, ADVISED-7
AT CHURCH THAT NO DEMONSTRATIONS 116.AM, SCHEDULED FOR TWO SIX DASH

SEVEN SIXTYFIVE WITHEXCEPTION OF STRATEGY MEETING AND A MASS

.2-'7 - (f!
N EETING ON NIGHT OF TWO SEVEN SIXTYFIVE.

PROBATE JUDGE BERNARD REYNOLDS, SELMA, ADVISED THAT THE FOUR vo

HUNDRED AND FIFTY NEGRO CHILDREN ARRESTED IN TODAYS (TWO*FIVE*

SIXTYFIVE) DEMONSTRATION WERE BEING RELEASED TO THEIR PARENTS Af

CAXP SELMA AND THE PARENTS HAD BEEN ADVISED AT THE MASS MEETING

TONIGHT THEIR CHILDREN WOULD BE RELEASED IF THEY WOULD PICIHEX

UP AT THE CA"P.

COVERAGE OF MASS .EETIN3 TONIGHT HANDLED BY J. VILSON BAKER,

PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR, SELMA, ALA. THREE PLAIN LOTHES PD OFFICERS

ON SCENE, ONE PD CAR AND THREE MOTORCYCLES OFFICERS PATROLING AREA.

TWO SHERIFF'S OFFICE CARS OBSERVED PATROLING AREA.

NO INCIDENTS OCCURRED AND MEETING TERMINATED TEN FORTYFIVE

P'1 CST. BUREAU AGENTS OBSERVING.

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY, CHARLES QUAINTANCE AND MORTON SKLAR

OBSERVED ON SCENE AT BROWN'S CHAPEL AND HAVE BEEN FURNISHED

PERTINENT INFO CONTAINED HEREIN.

BIRMIN3HAM ADVISED AIRMAIL.

END

WA JR

FBI WASH DC .

AT J DW

FBI ATLANTA
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FEBRUARY 6, 1965 a

During theadults
and*450 students marched on Dallas
County Courthouse. They refused to
disperse when so ordered by Dallas
County Sheriff James Clark and were
arrested for Contempt of Court.
At Assistant Attorney General Doar's
request we investigated report that
Selma police officers shot at student
demonstrators. Investigation revealed
that one Selma police officer fired a
warning shot in the air when Negro
students attempted to run into alley
and no one was injured.

Rev. Martin Luther King was re-
leased from Selma Jail early on
afternoon of 2/5/65, and conferred
with delegation of 16 Congressmen
present in Selma.

We are keeping Department current-
ly advised of developments.

COPY SE1 0 TO M. TOLSON
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REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA, SELMA,

ALABAMA, VOTING DISCRIMINATION, CR DAS Le

FOR INFO OF BUREAU AND TO SUMMARIZE ARRESTS MADE AT

SELMA, ALABAMA SINCE FEBRUARY ONE LAST, THE FOLLOWING IS

SET FORTH:

ON FEBRUARY ONE SIXTYFIVE, SELMA PD ARRESTED TWO HUNDRED zS 7

FIFTYSEVEN NEGROES AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN AM AND CHARGED

THEM WITH QUOTE PARADING WITHOUT A PERMIT UNQUOTE. AMONG

THIS GROUP'VERE DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING AND EVRA H

ABERNATHY. ALL AFFORDED BOND HEARINGS E DA', AND ATm

PRESENT TIME ALL HAVE MADE BONDS OF T HUNDRED DOLLARS
6 FEB 9 1965

WITH SELMA PD, WITH EXCEPTION OF * 1 G AND REV. ABERNATHY

WHO HAVE REFUSED TO MAKE BONDS AND ELECTED TO REMAIN IN JAIL.
Jr - I - v

AT ABOUT ONE PM, CST, FEBRUARY -b E XTYFIVE, APPROXIMATE

FOUR HUNDRED NEGRO STUDENTS WERE ARRESTED AT PALLAS COUNTY

END t ON

FEB171965

EL

'I
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U. S. 0 FIMnAI
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PAGE TWO

COURTHOUSE, WHERE THEY WERE ENGAGED IN A PICKETING DEMONSTRATION.

ALL WERE RELEASED FEBRUARY ONE SIXTYFIVE AFTER THEY HAD BEEN

PROCESSED AND IDENTITIES ESTABLISHED ON THESE PERSONS. ONLY

REQUIREMENT FOR RELEASE OF THESE JUVENILES WAS THAT THEY

FURNISH THEIR IDENTITIES AND SCHOOLS THEY ATTENDED.

BETWEEN TWELVE AND ONE PM, CST, FEBRUARY ONE SIXTYFIVE,

WHILE PICKETING WAS OCCURRING AT DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE,

FORTYSIX NEGRO MALES, ALL OVER THE AGE OF SIXTEEN, WERE

ARRESTED BY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, IMMEDIATELY BROUGHT BEFORE

CIRCUIT JUDGE JAMES A. HARE, WHERE THEY WERE CITED FOR

CONTEMPT OF HIS COURT, AS HE ALLEGED WAS CONDUCTING A TRIAL

IN EQUITY COURT AT THAT TIME. ALL RECEIVED FINES OF FIFTY

DOLLARS PLUS FIVE DAYS JAIL SENTENCE TO DALLAS COUNTY JAIL.

ELEVEN NEGROES OF THIS GROUP WERE RETURNED TO COURT FEBRUARY

THREE SIXTYFIVE FOR FURTHER TESTIMONY RE CONTEMPT CITATIONS.

ONE OF THE ELEVEN IDENTIFIED AS BEING AT COURTHOUSE BY SHERIFF

AND INVOLVED IN PICKETING DEMONSTRATIONS. HE WAS RETURNED TO

END PAGE TWO



PAGE THREE

JAIL. TEN OTHERS OF THIS GROUP WERE NOT IDENTIFIED BY

SHERIFF AT HEARING, AND JUDGE HARE SET BONDS OF ONE HUNDRED

DOLLARS EACH AND CONTINUED HEARINGS UNTIL FEBRUARY TEN NEXT.

OF THIS TEN, SIX HAVE MADE BOND AS OF FEBRUARY THREE SIXTYFIVE.

ON FEBRUARY ONE SIXTYFIVE, SEVEN NEGROES WERE ARRESTED

BY DALLAS COUNTY SO FOR QUOTE CONTRIBUTING TO THE DELINQUENCY

OF MINORS UNQUOTE. NONE HAVE MADE BOND AS OF TODAY.

ON FEBRUARY ONE SIXTYFIVE, THREE NEGROES WERE ARRESTED

BY DALLAS COUNTY SO ON MISCELLANEOUS CHARGES OF PUBLIC DRUNK,

UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY, AND CRIMINAL PROVOCATION. THESE THREE

WERE ALLEGEDLY INVOLVED IN THE DEMONSTRATIONS AT THE COURTHOUSE.

ALL OF THESE REMAIN IN THE DALLAS COUNTY JAIL.

ON FEBRUARY TWO SIXTYFIVE, AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN FORTY AM,

CST, ONE HUNDRED ELEVEN NEGRO ADULTS WERE ARRESTED BY DALLAS

COUNTY SO AT THE COURTHOUSE AND CHARGED WITH QUOTE CONTEMPT

OF COURT UNQUOTE.*_-7b

END PAGE THREE



PAGE FOUR l

ON FEBRUARY TWO SIXTYFIVE, AT ABOUT ONE PM, CST,

APPROXIMATELY FOUR HUNDRED MORE STUDENTS WERE TAKEN INTO

CUSTODY AFTER DEMONSTRATIONS AT THE COURTHOUSE, AND ALL BUT

APPROXIMATELY TWO HUNDRED OF THESE FURNISHED THEIR IDENTITIES,

OR WERE IDENTIFIED, AND RELEASED. HOWEVER, THE APPROXIMATELY

TWO HUNDRED WHO REFUSED TO FURNISH THEIR IDENTITIES AND

WERE CONFINED AT CAMP SELMA, ALABAMA, REMAINED AT CAMP SELMA,

ALABAMA NIGHT OF FEBRUARY TWO SIXTYFIVE, AND WERE TRANSFERRED

TO CAMP THOMASTON, AT THOMASTON, ALABAMA, FEBRUARY THREE

SIXTYFIVE.

ON FEBRUARY TWO SIXTYFIVE, FIFTEEN OTHER NEGRO ADULTS

WERE ARRESTED BY DALLAS COUNTY SO FOR QODUTCONTRIBUTING

TO THE DELINQUENCY OF MINORS UNGROTE*.7b

ON FEBRUARY TWO SIXTYFIVE, FOUR ARRESTS WERE MADE BY

SELMA PD, ONE WHITE AND THREE NEGROES. THREE WERE CHARGED WITH

END PAGE FOUR



PAGE FIVE

QUOTE PARADING WITHOUT A PERMIT UNQUOTE AND ONE WITH QUOTE

RESISTING ARREST AND REFUSING TO OBEY AN OFFICER UNQUOTE. ALL

RELEASED ON TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS BOND EACH SAME DATE.

ON NIGHT OF FEBRUARY TWO SIXTYFIVE, SIXTEEN NEGROES WERE

ARRESTED BY MARION, ALABAMA PD, AT MARION, ALABAMA, BETWEEN

FIVE THIRTY AND SIX PM, CST, AND CHARGED WITH QUOTE TRESPASS

AFTER WARNING UNQUOTE, AS THEY ATTEMPTED TO TEST A PUBLIC

ACCOMMODATION, THE CORNER CAFE, AT MARION. TWO OF THESE

WERE JUVENILES AND IMMEDIATELY RELEASED TO THEIR PARENTS

WITHOUT BOND. FIFTY DOLLARS BOND WAS SET ON THE REMAINING

FOURTEEN, ONE IMMEDIATELY MADE BOND, AND THE THIRTEEN OTHERS

REFUSED AND ELECTED TO REMAIN IN PERRY COUNTY JAIL, MARION.

ON FEBRUARY THREE SIXTYFIVE, AT MARION, ALABATMA, SOME

FIVE HUNDRED TWENTYFIVE PERSONS, MOSTLY NEGROES, WERE ARRESTED

ON THE COURTHOUSE SQUARE BY MARION PD, PERRY COUNTY SO, AND

AST. THEY WERE CHARGED WITH QUOTE UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY UNQUOTE

AND TAKEN TO CAMP SELMA, SELMA, ALABAMA, WHERE THEY REMAIN

END PAGE FIVE
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STILL CONFINED.

ON FEBRUARY THREE SIXTYFIVE, BETWEEN TWELVE AND ONE PM,

CST, APPROXIMATELY THREE HUNDRED SEVENTYFIVE NEGRO STUDENTS

WERE TAKEN INTO CUSTODY WHILE DEMONSTRATING AT DALLAS COUNTY

COURTHOUSE. AS OF PRESENT, FIFTYFIVE NEGRO MALES OF THIS

GROUP AND ONE HUNDRED SIXTYTWO NEGRO FEMALES OF THIS GROUP

ARE STILL BEING DETAINED AT THE OLD NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY,

SELMA, ALABAMA. FIFTYFIVE MALES ARE REPEATERS FROM

DEMONSTRATIONS ON FEBRUARY ONE, TWO, SIXTYFIVE, AND THE

ONE HUNDRED SIXTYTWO FEMALES ARE BEING PROCESSED AT PRESENT,

AND ALL HAVE INDICATED THEY WILL FURNISH THEIR IDENTITIES,

WHEREUPON THEY ARE BEING RELEASED.-b

RELATIVE TO REQUEST OF ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL JOHN

DOAR, CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION, MADE TO BUREAU NIGHT OF

FEBRUARY THREE SIXTYFIVE AT APPROXIMATELY NINE PM, CST, TO

INTERVIEW TWO NEGRO JUVENILES WHO HAD BEEN CONFINED TO CAMP

END PAGE SIX
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PAGE SEVEN

SELMA AND CAMP THOMASTON, ALABAMA, WHICH INFORMATION ALLEGEDLY

WAS FURNISHED BY TO DOAR WAS

CONTACTED AT SELMA, ALABAMA NIGHT OF FEBRUARY THREE SIXTYFIVE,

AND HE ADVISED THAT HE HAD QUOTE HEARD UNQUOTE THE INFORMATION

THAT TWO NEGRO FEMALE JUVENILES HAD BECOME HYSTERICAL BECAUSE

OF CONFINEMENT AT CAMP SELMA AND CAMP THOMASTON. HE STATED

HE DID NOT KNOW AT PRESENT TIME THE SOURCE OF THIS INFORMATION

OR THE IDENTITIES OF THE NEGRO JUVENILES, HOWEVi', HE WOULD

ATTEMPT TO ASCERTAIN THIS INFORMATION AND IMMEDIATELY FURNISH

SAME ON MORNING OF FEBRUARY FOUR SIXTYFIVE AT SELMA, ALABAMA.

AS OF TEN THIRTY AM, CST, NO CALL HAS BEEN RECEIVED

FROMA AND THE IDENTITIES OF THESE TWO NEGRO FEMALES

HAVE NOT BEEN ASCERTAINED. DID ADVISE THAT THE INFORMATION

HE HEARD RELATIVE TO CONDITIONS AT CAMP SELMA AND CAMP THOMASTON

WERE THAT THE HEAT HAD BEEN TURNED OFF, THE JUVENILES WERE

FORCED TO SLEEP ON A CEMENT FLOOR, THEY WERE PHYSICALLY

ABUSED BECAUSE THEY WERE QUOTE CATTLE PRODDED UNQUOTE, IT WAS

END PAGE SEVEN



COLD, AND THE WATER WAS DISTASTEFUL. HE STATED THE JUVENILES

COULD HAVE BEEN IMMEDIATELY RELEASED IF THEY FURNISHED THEIR

IDENTITIES, HOWEVER, THEY ELECTED TO REMAIN AT CAMP SELMA

AND CAMP THOMASTON IN ORDER TO QUOTE DRAMATIZE UNQUOTE THE

RACIAL SITUATION BEFORE THE NATION.

RREQUESTED THAT SPECIAL AGENTS AT SELMA,

ALABAMA, IMMEDIATELY INSPECT BOTH PRISON CAMPS, HOWEVER, HE

WAS ADVISED THIS IS NOT A FUNCTION OF THE FBI TO INSPECT

ALABAMA STATE PRISON CAMPS, AND THAT IN ORDER TO DO SO THE

STATE AUTHORITIES WOULD HAVE TO BE NOTIFIED AND APPROVAL

FROM THESE AUTHORITIES WOULD HAVE TO BE OBTAINED TO CONDUCT

SUCH INSPECTIONAS HE DESIRED.

RELATED RELATIVE TO PLANS OF NEGROES AT

SELMA, ALABAMA THAT THEY PLANNED TO HAVE BOTH NEGRO ADULTS

AND NEGRO TEENAGERS ARRESTED TODAY AT SELMA, ALABAMA BY

MARCHING ON THE DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE, AND ON THE NIGHT

OF FEBRUARY FOUR SIXTYFIVE THEY POSSIBLY WOULD CONDUCT A

END PAGE EIGHT
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PAGE NINE

QUOTE NIGHT MARCH UNQUOTE. HE STATED DR. KING HAS CANCELLED

ALL SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS THROUGH FRIDAY, FEBRUARY FIVE

SIXTYFIVE, AND WILL REMAIN IN JAIL AT LEAST UNTIL AFTER

FRIDAY, IN ORDER TO QUOTE DRAMATIZE UNQUOTE THE RACIAL

SITUATION AT SELMA, ALABAMA BEFORE THE NATION. HE STATED HE

FURTHER EXPECTED DR. KING'S WIFE AND REV. ABERNATHY'S WIFE

TO APPEAR IN SELMA, ALABAMA TODAY, AS WELL AS A DELEGATION

LED BY CONGRESSMAN ADAM CLAYTON POWELL TO ARRIVE IN SELMA,

ALABAMA FEBRUARY FIVE SIXTYFIVE, WHERE THEY WILL REMAIN

POSSIBLY THROUGH THE WEEKEND TO INVESTIGATE THE RACIAL

SITUATION AT SELMA, ALABAMA.

AS OF TEN THIRTY AM TODAY, IT HAS BEEN ASCERTAINED THAT

MALCOLM X, LEADER OF A BLACK MUSLIN GROUP IN NEW YORK CITY,

IS PRESENTLY ON SCENE AT BROWN'S CHAPEL AME CHURCH AT SELMA,

ALABAMA. THE PURPOSE OF HIS VISIT TO THE SELMA AREA HAS

NOT BEEN DETERMINED AS YET, HOWEVE, ATTEMPTS ARE BEING MADE

TO ASCERTAIN THIS INFORMATIION.

END PAGE NINE
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DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEYS CHARLES QUAINTANCE AND MORTON

SKLAR, AT SELMA, ALABAMA, HAVE BEEN APPRISED OF ALL INFORMATION

PERTAINING TO THE ARRESTS AND ARE BEING APPRISED OF THE

INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM PLUS THE INFORMATION

REGARDING MALCOLM X.

INFORMATION COPIES OF THIS COMMUNICATION ARE BEING

FURNISHED TO ATLANTA AND BIRMINGHAM VIA AIR MAIL. P.

WA PLS HOLD FOR TWO MSGS OMS

-FBI WASH DC
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CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186
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DISCRIMINATIONMCRr

REMOTELY FEB. NINE INSTANT.

NEGRO MASS MEETING HELD THIS DATE SELMA AT BROWS

CHAPEL AME CHURCH* MEETING STARTED SEVEN THIRTY PH CST

WITH ESTIMATED ATTENDANCE AT FIVE HUNDRED TO FIVE HUNDRED

AND FIFTY. PRINCIPAL SPEAKER REV. FRED SCHUTTLESORTHMSCLC G1

r. r ri.

STAFFNEMBER. MEETING CONCLUDED AT TEN THIRTY PROUN'S

NEGRO STUDENT YOUTM.RALLY HELD SEVEN THIRTY PM CST AT

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH SELMA. RALLY ATTENDED BY APPROXIMATELY

TWO HUNDRED FIFTY TO THREE HUNDRED STUDENTS AND CONSISTED MAINLY

OF THE SINGING OF FREEDOM SONGS. RALLY CONCLUDED NINE FORTY FIVE

PM AT WHICH TIME MAJORITY OF THOSE ATTENDING MOVED TO MEETIN 2

AT BROWN'S CHAPEL. NO INCIDENTS OCCURRED AT EfRERMEEf. ...

MEETING COVERED BY PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR J. VWfSONZCB FEB 10 1965
L

BAKER AND TWO UNMARKED SELMA PD CARS WITH PLAIN CLOTHES ----- ---.

OFFICERS IN EACH. TWO DALLAS CO., SO CARS PATROLINA AREA AS WELL

AS TWO MARKED SELMA PD CARS. ONE AST CAR ON SCENE INTERMITTENTLY.

BUREAU AGENTS OBSERVING 1  Lmel

ENP91965.0W
7C,



PAGE TWO

AAT MEETING ADVISED NEGRO LEADERS HAVE INFORMED

THAT DEMONSTRATIONS r SELMA VILL CONTINUE TWO TEN NEXT,

BUT DID NOT SPECFY NATURE OF DEMONSTRATIONS,

OF OPINION DEltNSTRALIONS ARE DEPENDENT UPON WHETHER SUFFICIENT

INTEREST CAN RE GEN ATED TO SUSTAIN DEMONSTRATIONS.

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY BRAIN LANDSBERG AT SELMA BEING ADVISED.

END
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FBI WASH DC
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REMOTEL FEB. EIGHT SIXTYFIV E.

BOARD OF REGISTRARS OFFICE AT DALLAS CO. COURTHOUSE

SELNA, ALA. OPENED FRONT DOOR AS OF NINE AM CST TODAY p ,

ALLOW ANYONE WHO DESIRED TO SIGN THE BOOKBTAIN A

NUMBER FOR PRIORITY WHEN REGISTRATION OPNS. AS0.

TWELVE THIRTY PM TWENTY SIX NUMBERS HAVE BEEN ISSUED.

NOS. THIRTEEN THROUGH TWENTYSIX ISSUED TODAY HAVE BEEN s FEB 10 1965

ISSUED TO WHITE PERSONS AS NO NEGROES APPEARED AT THE

BOARD. BOARD WILL BE OPENED THROUGH LUNCH HOUR AND UNTIL

FOUR THIRTY PU TODAY. ' ' 7C

ADVISED A SEN [ES 6
5 -w 70

J&~I

KR
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PAGE TWO

AT A. R. HUDSON HIGH SCHOOL, SELMA, ALA., WERE REPORTEDLY

NINE HUNDRED AND I I g g-7

SELMA, ADVISED TOTAL SCHOOL ABSENTEEISM FOR

SELMA AREA ESTIMATED TWELVE HUNDRED. MEETING WAS HELD

BROWN/S CHAPEL, SYLVAN ST. WITH AN ESTIMATED ONE HUNDRED

TO ONE HUNDRED FIFTY NEGRO ADULTS IN ATTENDANCE. TWO HUNDRED

FIFTY TO THREE HUNDRED NEGRO STUDENTS WERE IN AND AROUND

BROWN/S CHAPEL AND FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH BOTH LOCATED

SYLVAN ST., SELMA. REPORTED REV. L. L.

ANDERSON SPOKE AND INDICATED THAT INFORMATION HAD BEEN

RECEIVED FROM DR. MARTIN LUTHER XING THAT IT WAS

BETTER NOT TO DO ANYTHING THAN TO DO SOMETHING WRONG AND

THE CROWD AGREED WITH HIM AT THE CHURCH. ANDERSON REPORTEDLY

INSTRUCTED ADULTS TO LEAVE AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN THIRTY

AN. AND TO S0 TO VARIOUS WARDS OF THE CITY AND QUOTE

KNOCK ON DOORS EN WM9 AND ENCOURAGE NEGROES TO COME

TO THE MEETINGS AS APPARENTLY THE NO. OF PERSONS APPEARING

WERE NOT AS LARGE AS EXPECTED. ANDERSON REPORTEDLY

END PAGE TWO



END PAGE THREE
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PAGE THREE

INDICATED TOm THERE VAS A POSSIBILITY NEGRO

STUDENTS WOULD AGAIN MARCH ON COURTHOUSE THIS AFTERNOON

SIMILAR TO YESTERDAY/S DEMONSTRATION HOWEVER, DETAILS

VERE NOT COMPLETE.

SEVERAL SNCC LEADERS IN VICINITY BROWNS CHAPEL

AND FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH AS MEETING BROKE UP AROUND ELEVEN

THIRTY AM VERE ALSO ENCOURAGING NEGRO STUDENTS TO G0

BACK TO THEIR VARDS AND ENCOURAGE LARGER ATTENDANCE AT

RALLIES.



V

A TELEGRAM VAS RECEIVED ADDRESSED TO THE FBI, POST OFFICE

BLDG., SELMA, ALA. THIS AM READING AS FOLLOWS, QUOfe

VE, THE STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO, URGENT THAT

FEDERAL ENTERVENTION NOV ESSENTIAL BY USED IN SELMA,

ALA. TO PREVENT FURTHER VIOLENCE AND ILLEGAL ARRESTS

SUCH AS OCCURRED ON EIGHT FEB. E10QtlOTE. THE TELEGRAM

CONTAINS THE NAMES OF APPROXIMATELY THIRTYTHREE

END PAGE FOUR
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PAGE FIVE

PEOPLE AND ADDRESS OF FIVE FIVE ONE FOUR UNIVERSITY

CHICAGO, ILL. THE NAMES ARE

V.
'V

L 7C,

THIS TELEGRAM BROUGHT TO ATTENTION OF DEPARTMENTAL

ATTORNEY BRIAN LANDSBERG ON THE SCENE AT SELMA WHO ADVISED

NO ACTION NECESSARY.*.

LANDSBERB BEING ADVISED OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS.

AIRMAIL COPIES FURNISHED ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM AND CHICAGO.

END
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Reference is--aae to Mobile airtel to the Bureau,
.

Enclosed herewith are copies of letterhead memorandum
ontaining information to supplement that previously reported
eekly letterhead memorandum concerning the activity at Selma
labama, will be continued in view of the activity being co
ucted there and planned for the future.

Agents-observing the activity in

Copies of this letterhead me orandum are being
isseminated locally to intelligence agencies, and to the
. S. Attorney at Mobile, who -has requested copies of same.
opyis also being furnished to Departmental Attorney on the
cene at Selma.

Departmental Attorneys CARL GABEL and CHARLES
QUAINTANCE were on he scene in Selma and e e kept advised of
developments. Or P40 -q/J.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Ia wy IM")wa Mobile, Alabama
ENo. February 5, 1965

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS OF
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

The information set forth herein will supplement
information set forth in letterhead memorandum dated
January 29, 1965.

AT SELMA2 ALABAMA.

Special Agents of the FBI observed a Negro student
rally which was held at Brown's Chapel AME Church from
4:00 P.M. to approximately 6:00 P.M., Janua7y 28, 1965.
Estimated attendance was 75 to 100 Negro students. No
coverage was afforded the me ing by local authorities.
Speakers were Reverend Jam , vel and Jame Orange,
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) representatives.
R'eVerend Bevel advised that the discussions at the meeting
centered on politics and plans to break down the present
political structure of Alabama by Negroes obtainIng repre-
sentation in the State Legislature. He said plans were
made for teachers and other Negrees3 t o boycott the schools
and their jobs on February 1, 1965, to participate in a
march on the Dallas County Courthouse.

On January 28, 1965, attorneys for the National
Association for the Advanqement of Colored People (NAACP)
filed a motion in United States District Court, Mobile,
Alabama, against Sheriff James Clark for an order to show
cause why he should not be held in contempt of the
injunction previously issued by the court. The complaint
contends that Sheriff Clark arrested civil rights workers
and voter applicants in violation of the court order. It
also contended thatSheriff Clark first assaulted Annie
Le ooper and she struck back in self-defense. NAACP-

ENCLOSURE

UN i'ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF - JSTICE
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attorneys also petitioned the Federal Court for removal
to Federal Court of the cases involving the persons
arrested in Selma in connection with captioned matter.

On the night of January 29, 1965, between 7:00 A.M.
and 9:00 P.M., voter registration workshops were held in
Brown's Chapel AME Church, Hopewell Baptist Church, Northern
Heights Presbyterian Church, St. Paul's Church and Tabernacle
Baptist Church. There were approximately 75 persons in
attendance at the Brcwnts Chapel meeting and approximately
50 in attendance at the other meetings. Special Ager of
the FBI observed these meetings. Officers of the Selma Police
Department were patrolling the areas, No incidents were
observed in conrnection with there meetings.

On 4arty 30, 1965, United States District Judge
Daniel H. Tomas issued an order amending his temporary
restraining order which had been issued January 23, 1965.
In this order it was set forth that 100 numbers are to be
issuAed to vobte r gietration applicants. It was set forth
that the order des nrot prohibit. those persons interested
in encouraging othe-rs t register from having tas right
peaceably to assemble at the end of the voter registration
line, either in smal1 groups or in a line, but specificies
that they shall do so in a way as not to interfere with
lawful business expected to be trlansacted at the courthouse
and so as not to interfere with normal flow in traffic
from the sidewalk, streets or building entrances and as
long as these groups remained orderly and peaceful.

Deputy United States Marshal Stanley Fountain,
on January 30, 1965, advised that the United States District
Court, Mobile, had assumed jurisdiction of the cases of
those persons arrested in Selma in the past week in connection
with voter registration matters. Most would be released
on their own recognizance and $100 bond would be set for
the leaders.

Info ti was received frb
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Speolal Agents of the FBI observed Negro mass
meetings the night of January 31, 1965, at Brown's Chapel
AME Church and the First Baptst Church. There were ab-out
600 persons, mostly adults at the Brown's Chapel AME
Church and about 450 Neg students at the First Baptist
Church. Martin Luthe ing arrived at the Brown's Chapel
AME Church Yabou 7:4 .M. At this meeting Reverend

. Frederick D eese, president of the Dallas County .Voters
Leagtle (DCVL),.alled fr. a massive march on the County

\.Courthouse thi nxt dy by students, teAchers and professional
people. Wing also adreasith- nAmeeting at Brown's Chapel
AME church, urging Negros to participate in breaking down
racial ba.rriera. King left this church about 9:00 P.M.,
SoiNg to th! First 2ptist Church whtre ht adhi eaetd the
Negro studente for bout 20 minutes. H e thn returned
to Browr's Cr&pe AME Church and both meetings t-rminated
about 9:-1P Mo

Klr"*g 4Rki into the Tech MotI at approximately
10 00 P.M., JaPr1 31,'1965.

Goverage of t1i tw: meetings the night cf January
31, 1965, was h 2Aed by J. Wilson Baker and plain-clothes
officers of the Salm Police Department. Sheriff's Office
cars patrolled the areas. No incidents were observed in
connection with these meetings.

On February 1, 1965, voter registration began
at the Dallas County Courthouse at 9Q00 A.M. As of
12:15 P.M. when the Board closed for lunch, 34 persons
had been processed for registration, 4 being whites and
30 being Negroes. During the afternoon, 30 more Negroes
were processed for .registration, making a total of 64 persons
processed during the day, this being according to information
furnished by Board Chairman' Victor Atkins.

Special Agents of the FBI observed the registration
line during that day and no incidents were observed in
addition to that reported hereinafter.

When the Board opened on the morning of Janua 1,
1965, persons who held numbers from the previous Wednesday,
all Negroes, we:e issued the first numbers, 1 to 20, even
though 7 white persons were in line ahsad of them. The
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seven white pereora were issued number twcnty-one to
twenty -sovan.

At appmrxim4.taly 10: 1 42 A.M., Februatry 1, 1965,0
a group of N.groze lead by Martin Luther King ltft Bzrownts
Chapel AMUE Church wv-.krg down Sylvan Str-est toward Selma
Avenue. At tht c-rnr of Sylva&n 3tr~tt and Stelma Avenue,
they wetr&ec rr by Public Safety i7 c~,J. Wilson

.pk ,wb^ t:IA tn~xr thtt thsy wtr(*e violating -a city
parade odi n by rTi'by in that order. The -ptrade
ordinance , io 8ti ,2 4 of 1954 city Codt- of S2&lma,Alabama,
as "Itos jrr:ur, contirutd to marnh on down Stlma
Av~riut for tr b~o,;k::j whcre th~y wtr6 agaln confrnted
by Baker arid f~m th,%.t tbi-y wert 61" under tk-,--Ft
Bak,,-r th&r-n Ad tmfcrm a sirnglt filt ins and w 51k

thererEiring tht ,blocks to ths- City Hal and up~t.~irs
to the Polic- e ibtmo--rt. 0 Upst~ar :Bam.6?r told tht older
Nt-groe:s ^of th6 g--atp that th~i-ywzyud bt allow,! d to leave
if thsy Fc dteibed and about 10 of them 1left,,sa-.r

ad XtdrI~i Er~tIL ig, and --Mthyl
t o .1 v (~L ~ t iIy w mr-,tn t u n r a r -t~

the .-sttps cof Oity Lii. rs ~-ne
They wetrstole.by 81LCity Of fil.-er to -Je~veth,*re~i
and whtn thty :fK~d A'trc,,and ~tywr
at 110 56 A.Y, c vg~ ith failitrt to sbe,,y ax-,(:rl

They were
-rought before City Judge Edgar Russell who informed them
that the DallaE County residents in the group could sign
their own bonds and that persons residing outside of
Dallas County would be required to post 1200 appearance
bond for trial in City Court Febru 6 O~-. Lat r in
the day of Februar-L I-7bQ
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Between 12 noon and 1:00 P.1., February 1, 1965#
a group of Negroes were observed picketing the Dallas County
Courthouse. Sheriff Clark stopped a group of 12 to 15 of
them and read to them that the Dallas County Circuit Court
was In session at the time'and'the picketing of the courthouse
constituted an unwarranted interference of witnesses
appearing before the court. Clark told them that if they
did not disperse they would be arrested and charged with
contempt of court. The Negroes did not disperse and were
taken by Sheriff Clark to the Circuit Court Room on the
second flcor of the courthouse at which time they began
to sing in court. Judge James A. Hare thereupon found
each one of the-n in contempt of court and sentenced each
to 5 days in the county Jail plus a fin6 of $50, further
stating that failure to pay the fine would result in
further time in the county jail.

78

At approximately 12:45 P.M., February 1, 1965,
approximately 500 young Negroes arrived at the County
Coirxthouse after marching in groups of 4's and 5's from
Brown's Chapel AME Church. They carried picket signs and
as they arrived at the courthouse they were asked by the
Sheriff if they were school students. When they answered
in the affirmative, they were instructed to file Into a
parking area near the courthouse. They were loaded on buses
and taken to the Old National Guard Armory on Washington
Street. At the armory they were asked for their identifi-
cation and those who furnished identification were released atd
ordered- to appear on February 2, 1965, before Probate
Judge Bernard A. Reynolds, at 8:00 A.M. Those who refused
to identify themselves were charged with truancy and taken
by bus to Camp Selma on Highway 80 East, a State Prison
Camp.
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tar in the da on Februs 1 1965inf ation
f rom 7 C

A Ng masns m sting was hlJ-d the night of
February 1, 1965, at Brown's Chaptl AME Church from about
7:30 PM0 to 10a05 P.M. Sp-ial Agent! of tick FBI observed
no imidents n o with the rmating. The:e we
a proximately 500 t' 600 prison in attndnc and the7

sting wa zoverd by Pblic Sfty Di:to r J. WIlsor aker f

nd offifrz of tI. S lma Poli D D*-rxtm*nt, The pri pal ..

.p&a kes jPA T 1,ifranlk:D. 4VL and 4oter&VIlla ms,
80LCTri T i dignity

Sanrd th( mazC - T thT, y

oug1 -,0l .::9 196emetig nds D, thd awouldr
be a mass et1rg at 9:00 A M., Februry 2, 1965, and another
march that d&y on the CQounty Gourthctus,

O1 February 1, 1965, approximaty 30 Alabama
State Troors aut **t the National
Guard Armo J



Inif crmtion v,,

At approximately 12 noon., February 2, 1965,
a large number of Negro students who had congregated at
the First Baptist Church earlier in the morning, started
marching to the Dallas County Courthouse carrying picket
signs. They were stopped en route by Public Safety Director
J. Wilson Baker, who instructed them that the could not
march without violating the city parade ordinance. The
group insisted on marching and approximately 60 were taken
by the Police Department to the Old National Guard Armory
on Washington Street for processing on truancy charges.
Numerous other N'gro teen-agers, both male and female,
continued marching to the county courthouse where they were
loaded on to buses and also taken to the Old National Guard
A wojfwer

,\ 'I

I.-,'
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Atout l0:.30 A.M. on February 2, 1965, a group of
approximately 100 Negro adults, both male and female,
marched from Brownlp Chapel AME Church to the County
Courthouse where they entered the Alabama Street entrance.
Inside the courthouse, the leaders, Reverend Marshall C.

fieveland, pastor, First Baptist Church, and Reverend
Hosea Williams, SCLO leader from Atlanta, Georgia, were
confronted by Sheriff C(ames G. Clark and tcold Srseriff Clark
that they iv1shed tor speak to the Chief Registrar. Clark
informed the:im that the Board of gista wa not open
that date and a them to 3.ave t:e courthousE. The
group lefta e cuuup and 3et up on th Lauerdale
Street sine of th: :couthouse in two lines. (laxk thsn
read to thE7 m I t at I n t --,be Sef f ec t that th.e- Circ--uit
Court Of a countyy was in aessir and t picketing
the~ court# an thne 1 immediate are ctet constoit uted
an uriwa1rCIer !t erfern with the court. Clark 'rderd
the group o and wl.Ked up and dowrn tne lire asking
then- if they Kd 0 <:1 hi -rd? Aftre ai-tin two
miu .t.,irig a n-1 1,- 10 'K xt r t it H: thnr

bus for DraceMirt. arnd wr being charged wt Contemni L -70D
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Gor~ernir~g the 475 Negro stunts wh3 werei

OP-ire tkvYVc '.

Judge B&rnArd A. Rnlls on February 2, 1965. On February
2, 1964, a* E-f 0C10 P.M., 43 of the persons had appeared
before ud R-ynold with parents or guardians and were
releas-e by i.g; Reynold to the custody of their parents.
They were acn given a paper which must be presented to
school authorities prior to re-entry into school. Approxi-
mately 105 of these students appeared before the judge
without their parents and were instructed to leave the
court and return with their parents or guardians by Thursday,
February 4, 1965.

Eleven of the 45 persons held in contempt of court
by Judge James A. Hare, February 1, 1965, were returned to
Hare's courtroom February 2, 1965, for further testimony
as they claimed the Sheriff did not read the contempt
citation to them prior to their being arrested. They were
returned to jail without hearding, because the Sheriff was
unavailable for testimony. Hearing for them was rescheduled
for February 3, 1965.

L57 b
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1Te111 adults arrested February
1 wr wbr-

roary , 1965. iedor hear ngs on e

Concerning the almost 400 Negro juve niles
detained. on Fr a y 2, 1965, pry00 released
that afternoon after furnishing b,4ckground informatinM and
were given: elipe of paper, to a"low tm to re-enter school.
The remaning rumbIer who rfusd to give idkntIfication
were being removed to C mp S&lma for procssng and truancy
charges Alaban sState Itropers and Dal as Cournty Sheriff Is
Deputies aid int he hidling of thee persns.
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At about 6:09 F.M., February 2, 1965, Special
Agents of the PBI observed a group of about 40 Negroes,
described as businessn, arrive at the county courthouse
and attempt t:o enter through the Alabama Street entrance.
Deputy Sheriff LeD Nichols tc-ld them that th. courthouse
was closed, On of them said they wished to say a short
prayer in p oteOt of thie Board of Registrars not holding
extra rgsrtosfo hm Ty dt ,=-prady,--r and

A mar Reting was obare at Br-an Chapel
AME Church tirnning at &30 P.M. Febivuary 2., 1965, with
attendance b-twen 600 and 700. The principal speakers
were Reverud Jamn Bevel, SLC, Andzew Young, SCLC,
and Fred R D VL. The meetig terminAted &t 10030
P.M., aftey speakers indicsted that demonstrate would
continue on Fbruary 3, 1965, and : --- :
on the county courthouse similar to knose on February 2,
1965. Speakers also requested school children to remain
out of school and participate in the marches on February
3, 1965. The meeting was covered by Selma police officers.
No incidents were observed in connection with the meeting.

Alabama Governor George C. Wallace spoke on
the evening of February 2, 1965, before a gathering of the
Selma Chamber of Commerce at the YMCA. The speech was of
a general nature and did not deal with the racial situation.
No incidents were observed in connection with this speach.
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At &bout 11:05 A.M0 ., February 3, 1965, Special
Agents of the PMB observed a group of Negro adults marching
in small gzoups from Brown's Chapel AME Church to the
county courthouse. EdwinL.D\Qoss and Benny Le 4jeker,,
local Selma Negros, appeared to be leaders of thi.roup.
They entered the courthouse and stood by the Board of
Registrars door and told Sheriff Clark that they were
protesting the fact that-the Board of Registrars was cloed.
Sheriff Clark requested them to go to the second floor
courtroom where Circuit Judge James A. Hare was presiding.
Hare read to them a statement explaining the meaning of
court citations. He told them they could leave the courtroom
if they desired and the group peaceably left the courthouse, and
returned to Brown's Chapel AME Church. No members of the
group were arrested.

At about 12:17 P.M., approximately 330 Negro
students were observeI marching in small groups carrying
signs toward the Dallas County Corthouse, At about 12"30
P.M. they formed a line at the curb of the Lauderdale Street

11
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DALLAS COULAArvA
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side of the courthouse$ the line, stretchinF the complete
length of the courthouse. After all of the group arrived,
three lines were formed across Lauderdale Street. The
group sang songs had at approximately 22:5t P.M., Sheriff
Clark informi;d the group that they were under arrest for
truancy or contempt of court. All were the'n marched to
the Old National Gusrd Armory on Washington Street for
processing.

Concerning 11 Negros who were among trhe 45 charged
with oonteimpt of court, February 1, 1965, but who claimed
the Sheriff had not red th, eontempnt citation to them
before arrest, they were given a haring before aiige Hare,
February 3, 1965: Judge Hare st bond for -I0 of them at
$100 eat an"i eat oulA& a hiring for b 10,165
Th other rcm we :found gu l~ty of contempt of court by
Judge YMrsnsd * an e to serve 5 aiy anJ the county
jail and fined $5U.

On the night of February 3, 1965, spexiAl Agents
of -the FBI observ d.that a mass meetng wa hd in
Brown' Chapel AME Church from 7:30 F-.M. to 10'45 P.M.
, The tendance was between 550 and 600 Negroes. Reverend
Fred huttlesworth, S0LC, was the principal speaker and
calle or continuing demonstrations at Selma. Coverage
of the meeting was handled by Public Safety Director
J. Wilson Baker and officers of the Selma Police Department.
No incidents were observed in connection with the meeting.

On February 3, 1965, Judge JamesA. Hare,
acting on his own motion, signed an order prohibiting
further demonstrations in, around or about the Dallas
County Courthouse. The order said that demonstrators who
assemble or try to gather at the courthouse will be charged
with contempt of court if they fail to disperse immediately.
Hare said in the order that he was acting to preserve
the peace and dignity of his court and its proceedings.
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On February 4, 1965, Mr. William J. O'Connor,
Clerk, United States Dietriot Court, Mobile, Alabama,
advised that on the previous day Reverend Martin Luther
King, Raverend Ralph Abernathy and Reverend Louis Lloyd

^I-#Anderson-filed a motion in District Court for a temporary
restraining order against local authorities of Selma,
Alabama, to prevent them from:

(1) Interfering with Negroes peacefully
assembling, marching and demonstrating in
Selma to protest the practices of the Board
of Voter Registration.

(2) Rveusirg to kcep votE registration
office in Selms open for at least 8 hours
a day, 6 days a week, each we of the year
to register adlif ied voters,'

(3) Reftng to employ at least 10 registrars.

14 1 Fcsing to tt-ke applications of at least
100 apinsprday p-r rgitrron duty.,
or af mmy wo so apply if it be less than 100.

The ministers complained that voter registration
test being administbred in Dallas County was more
stringent than that required of most of the persons presently
registered as voters.

Judge Thomas on February 3, 1965, denied the motion
filed by the three ministers. ,

Also, on February 3, 1965., in United States
District Court, Mobile, the motion was filed for a stay
of the remand order which had been issued by Judge Thomas
January 29, 1965, under whi he cases involving Annie
Lee Cooper and Stanley Ler ise had been remanded to dJ'
State Court for prosecution. n the motion it was set
forth that the defendants had appealed the remand order
to the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals and that justice required
that the order be stayed pending the appeal.

Judge Thomas on February 3, 1965, granted the stay
of his remand order pending appeal to the 5th Circuit Court
of Appeals.

13
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On February 4, 1965, b7b
advised that it was planned tha e~gr~ o a u aan* eenagers

.4 would be arrested that date at Selma by marching to the
county courthouse, and that on the night of February 4, they
possibly would conduct a "night march." He said that Reverend
King would remain in jail at least until Friday, February 5,
1965, in order to "dramatize" the racial situation at Selma
before the nation. He said that Reverend King's wife and .: s
Reverend Abernathy's wife would be in Selma February 4, 1965 -4
and that a delegation led by Congressman Adam Clayton F well --
would arrive in Selma February -5,1965, to investigate the U
racial situation.

As of 1:35 p.m., February 4, 1965, a Negro meeting
was still in progress at Browns Chapel AME Church, which
meeting had begun at about 8:00 a.m. that date. Most of the
Negroes present appeared to be of student age.

At approximately 9:47 a.m., February 4. 1965, Malcolm
X. leader of a Muslim group of New York City, appeared in Selma
in an automobile bearing 1965 Alabama license 46-282. He was
accompanied by two Negro males and one Negro female, identities
unknown. He spoke to the group of Negroes assembled at Browns
Chapel Church and stated that President Johnson should order a
full scale investigation of the Ku Klux Klan. He said he was
not in Selma to incite anyone, and made no statement indicating
that his group would take any action in the racial situation in
Selma. He advised the newsmen on the scene that he would try
to see Martin Luther King at the Selma City Jail, and expected
to leave Selma at approximately 1:00 p.m., February 4, 1965.
After speaking to the group at the church, he remained in the
vicinity of the church until about 12:45 p.m., when he was
observed leaving Selma, traveling by automobile east on Highwqv
80 towards Montgomerys Alabama.

At 11:20 a.m., February 4, 1965, Mrs. Martin Luther
nand Mrs, RalpiAbernathy appeared at Browns Chapel AME

Church, where they contacted several leaders of the civil rights
movement, and indicated they would attempt to see their husbands
in the city jail. Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth, SCI, made a

14
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statement to the press at the church that there definitely
would be a night march the night of February 4, 1965.

1~
I

r r~ b7t~

Regarding the 111 Negroes arrested February 2, 1965,
and confined to Camp Camden, Alabama, the 55 males were brought
to Selma by the county authorities on February 4, 1965, and as
of 12:15 p.m.s 52 had been released on $100 personal ree nizance
bond Three others.,i Hosea Williams, andi L

were waiting * *- * surety bonds. The o
ma es in the group had not at that time arrived in Selma,

but were to be brought to Selma during the afternoon of
February 4, 1965, where they would be released on $100 personal
recognizance bonds.

Judge Bernard A. Reynolds, Probate Judge, was holding
truancy hearings on the afternoon of February 4, 1965, for the

15
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juveniles who were arrested in connection with racial demon-
strations during the week. No definite count was available
as to the number of juveniles already handled or remaining
to be handled.

On February 4, 1965, U. S. District Judge Daniel
H. Thomas issued an order in the matter entitled United States of
America versus Victor B &4tkins, Et Al, Civil Action 2584, which
order reads as fo1lovalSr

"It is the order of this Court that the de-
fendants, Registrars of Voters of Dallas County,
Alabama, are hereby restrained and enjoined:

1. From failing or refusing to receive and
process expeditiously applications for
registration to vote;

2. To expedite the registration of voters
in Dallas County by receiving and proces-
sing at least 100 applications on each
registration day, provided that number of
persons present themselves for registration;

3. To provide adequate personnel and facilities
for the registration of voters so that at
least eight applicants can apply for regis-
tration simultaneously;

4. To observe the following procedures for the
receipt of applications for registration to
to vote in Dallas County:

(a) Applicants shall be permitted to apply
for registration in the order in which
they appear at the registrar's office for
that purpose.

(b) Applicants who appear to apply for regis-
tration shall be requested to immediately
sign an appearance sheet and shall be
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"issued successive numbers in the order
in which they appear and shall be per-
mitted to apply for registration in
that order without having to wait in
line.

(c) An appearance sheet shall be maintained
showing the name of each person who
offers himself for registration and the
priority number assigned to him.

(d) At the end of each registration day the
defendants shall post in a conspicuous
place in the courthouse and on the door
of their office the date of the next
registration day, the first number which
will be called on the next registration
days and the numbers if any which were
called that day but were not answered.

(e) Any prospective applicants who fail to
appear when their numbers are called
shall be called first on the next regis-
tration day in their proper sequence,
but any prospective applicant who fails
to appear on two successive days shall
lose his priority and must obtain a new
number if he still desires to apply for
registration.

5. From administering to applicants for registration
to vote the insert Part III test now in use. The
literacy of applicants shall be judged by their writ-
ing in filling out Part II of the application form now
in use;

6. From denying registration to Negro applicants on the
grounds that they made formal, technical or inconse-
quential errors or omissions in filling out their
application forms;

17
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"7. To submit to this Court on or before the fourth
Monday of each month a photocopy of the appearance
sheet showing each entry not previously submitted
to the Court with the symbol OAy indicating all '
applications accepted9 the symbol ORO indicating
all applications rejected9 and tne symbol F' indi-
cating all persons who failed to appear when their
number was called. No applications shall be allowed
to remain in a pending status.

8. In the event the defendants are unable, except for
good cause shown, by the end of the special regis-
tration days in July 1965, to receive and process
all of the a;plications fro roersons who have signed
the prioriy sheet and have presented themselves at
tne provided time to be pr-o2essed prior to July 1,
19659 -his Court will deem tnat all such persons,
not processed, have been denied the opportunity
to register within the meaning of 42 U.S.C 1971(e)
and wilt instruct the voter referee, already ap-
pointed by this Coxrt, to receive and process
applications suorritted by them.

"The Court al~s wahes to make clear that any re-
jected Negro applicant from this date forward may apply
to this Court for registration in accordance with the
provisions of 42 U.S.C. 1971(e)."

On the night of February 4, 1965, Special Agents of
the FBI observed a mass meeting which was held at Browns Chapel
AME Church from 7:30 p.m. until 10:05 p.m. Most of the 650 to
700 in attendance were adults. The principal speaker was Hosea
Williams, who related his experience while confined to the State
Prison Camp at Selma and Camden, in connection with the civil
rights movement at Selma. A meeting of approximately 400 to
500 Negro youths was held the night of February 4s 1965, at
the First Baptist Church, from about 7:30 p.m. to 9:45 p.m.
There were no main speakers, and the program consisted primarily
of singing freedom songs. No incidents were observed in con-
nection with these meetings.
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: ?* *m. on Februa .**

o ams .no night marc*e conuc .e as previously
planned. King indicated to that the reason for canceling
the night march was to afford e order of U. S. District Judge
Daniel H. Thomas further study, and that he, King, felt that
this was "a fair order."

advised that King confidentially advised him
that if S TTJames G. Clark had not made mass arrests on
January 19. 1965, the impetus of the voter registration move-
ment in Selma would have failed, and he would have moved his
activities to Montgomery. King stated consideration is being
given at present to shifting activities to Montgomery, as he
feels the situation has resolved itself satisfactorily in his
favor at Selma, He said he would remain in jail until all of
his people have been released from the Selma jail, and that
he might make a speech at a mass meeting at Montgomery the
night of February 8, 1965.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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The following original pages are of poor quality. UPA has
made every technical effort to provide the best possible
reproduction.
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RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL.
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC)
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186

Unrecorded serial date pulled from this file
under court order of U.S district Judge John Lewis
Smith, Jr., %nd sent to National Archives.
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RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE 1. KELLY, ET AL.
(U.S.D.C,, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC)
V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186

Serial3 $pulled from this file under court order of
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to
National Archives.
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AIR MAIL
(Priorsty)

--- ----------------------------------------------------------- 1------

TO:

FROM:

RE:

DIRECTOR, FBI (44-1283 1)

SAC, MOBILE (44-557) (P)

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS OF

VOT1 DISCRIMINATIOR...

(00: MOBILE)

Enclosed herewith are 8 copies of letterhead
memorandum captioned as above.

Copies of this letterhead memorandum have been
furnished to local intelligence agencies.

The interviews were conducted by SA

Bureau
-Mobile

1o FEB 6 1965
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Approved: Sent M Per
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

re rySPlase R aMobile, Alabama
M No. February 3, 1965

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS OF
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

On February 1, 1965, Departmental Attorney CHARLES
"CHAD" QUAINTANCE, Selma, Alabama, requested that one of '
the pickets arrested at Selma, Alabama on February 1, 1965
be interviewed. He specifically desired interview with one
of the group of 12 to 15 Negroes who were read a notice by
Sheriff JAMES CLARK and told to disperse, and who subsequently
were singing in the courthouse and courtroom before being )
found guilty of contempt in presentee.

The following persons were interviewed on February 2,
1965 at the Dallas County Jail, Selma, Alabama:

Alabama, advise* ila a aIou : * * *@,Ne was riving his.
car on Franklin Street, near Jeff Davis Avenue,

r were th ollowin people:
and one or person

w am no reca a e presen ime. He stated they
were going from the West Trinity Church en route to the
Internal Revenue Office to see about his income tax. He had
stopped his car, had gotten out of the car, and saw about five
or six sheriff's men. When he got back in the 'car, the
sheriff's men surrounded his car, took all of the individuals, kCt
including himself, out of the car, and took themtJai. b
They were arrested then for contempt of court. stated
that none of the occupants of the car had been Kroun e
courthouse on the evening of February 1, 1965, and he still
did not know why the arrest was made. He stated he had not
been in court yet.

Alabama,
who resi es avised that

Ar~

U fED STATES DEPARTMENT 0 USTICE
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he was in a group of five Negroes carrying voter registration
signs at the Dallas County Courthouse between 1:00'and 2:00 P.M.,
Central Standard Time, on Februa Blagg- He advised that
he is

M ur ouse wit h he signs
. A deputy sheriff stopped them and told them they

were under arrest and to follow him. They were taken to the
front of the courthouse. The signs were taken away from them,
and they were taken to an upstairs courtroom.

F

They sat down for about three minutes, and a judge"
called him up to the bench. He was asked his name, school,
and age. The judge also asked him if the sheriff had read
Dan order" to him. He answered the judge "No", and the judge
then charged him with contempt and sentenced him to five
days and 50.00 fine. He was then brought to jail.

He did not know the names of anyone of the group of
five who were with him, and they were all high school d.
Hea a of ae and hea

1 A W. W -06.A A.& wn support.

2, 1965,
Alabama, In -year old Negro male,

a soua about 12:30 P.M. he was with a group of
about 15 other Negroes carrying picket signs at the Dallas
County Courthouse. His sign was showing a picture of a
policeman and had the words on it: "Is he protecting you?"

o". "Register and vote". All of the other 15 Negroes were
carrying signs that had information thereon concerning voting.
They walked back and forth on Lauderdale Street and Alabama
Avenue around the Dallas County Courthouse for a period of
10 to 15 minutes. The sheriff stopped them on Lauderdale
Street. He was third in line. The sheriff read a court
order to the Negroes and then ordered them 'to disperse. They
started singing, and the sheriff stopped them from singing
and said "Maybe you didn't hear it". The sheriff then read
the order again. The Negroes started singing again, and the
sheriff gave them two minutes to disperse. They then started
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singing "I'm not going to let anyone turn me around". They
sang various verses of this song. When two minutes were up,
the sheriff arrested them and took them immediately upstairs
to a courtroom. As they entered the courthouse, they
continued singing, but softly. As they went upstairs, they
stopped singing. They started singing again softly just
before they went into the courtroom, and they were still
carrying signs. The judge was not in the courtroom at the
time they first entered, and they continued to sing softly
again inside of the courtroom. One of the deputy sheriffs
started taking the signs away from them and then started
taking photographs of them. The sheriff then made the
deputy sheriffs give the signs back to the Negroes in the
courtroom, but they were not in the same order he had taken
them away from the Negroes.

The judge came in at about the time the deputy
sheriffs were taking the signs awa from them, and he said
"Stop this singing in my courtroom loudly. They stopped
singing immediately, and the judge called each one of them
up in front of the bench, asked them each if the sheriff had
read the court order to them, and when they indicated that
the sheriff had read the order, the judge then told them
they had failed to obey the order. He fined each one of
them for contempt of court $50.00 and five days in jail; and
if they failed to pay the fine, they would have to work it
out at the rate of $3.00 per day at hard labor.

After the group of 15 were handled by the judge,
about four others were brought into the courtroom, and they
were charged with the same thing, and given the same sentence;
however, these four had not been singing in the courtroom
with them.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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Date: 2/4/65

Transmit the follow

Via TELE7

ring in

TYPE
(Priority or Method of Mailing)

Mr. Tolson .
Mr. Belmont
Mr. Mohr
Mr. DeLoach
Mr. Casper.-
Mr. Callaban 
Mr. Conrad..

TO: $fRECOR, FBI AND SAC MOBILE (44-557)

FROM* SAC, WFO (157-515)0

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS OF DALLAS COUNTY ALABAMA

VOTING DISCRIMINATION, CR DASH EL.

REMOTEL FEBRUARY FOUR S IXTYF IVE.

~e7~.'tT-

-~ .-1
1

CONTACTED TODAY AND ADVISED HE HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH

SNCC AND SCLC REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D. C., AND

BOTH GROUPS DO NOT HAVE PLANS TO SLA.

REV, WALTER FAUNTROT, SCLC, REPRESENTATIVE, STATES I IS

c OPPOSED. CONTACTED CONGRESSMAN ADAM CLAYTON

POWELL'S OFFICE AND WAS ADVISED THAT CONGRESSMAN POWELL .

REC- 120
AND ABOUT F IFTEEN OTHER ASSOC IATES, STAFF E RRECA12

SOME FELLOW CONGRESSMEN PLAN TO DEPART WAS 1NGTON, .

FEBRUARY FOUR SIXTYFIVE, ARRIVE SELMA, ALABAMA, FEBRUARY

FIVE 8IXTYF IVE VIA AIR. STATES HE DOES iiOT ENQ FE 11

WHO W ILL BE IN THE GROUP NOR WHERE GROUP W ILL STAY OR OTHER

DETAILS PERTAINING TO PURPOSE OF TRIP* WFO CONTINUING TO

jOLwMWD WILL KEEP BUIEAU AND MOBILE .ADVISED.

2 - Teletype Unpt - ,

IAPer

b7

79
Ar

("ll

1--WFO
Se

ApIM Sent
6YI L A*aal Agent in Cliarge
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FBI

Date: 2/9/65
Transmit the following in

Via AIRTEL

(Type in plantext or code)

AIRMAIL

--------------------------------------------------------

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

DIRECTOR, FBI (J4-12831)

SAC, MOBILE (44-557)(P)

REGISTRARS OJy'20TER,
DCLLASCO'",. jl

vO M Tis x DIRMIN AsTW .....

Re telcon from SAC,
Mc GOWAN 2/9/65.

Mobile to Section Chief CLEM

Enclosed are four copies of self-explanatory
pertaining to petition read to Sheriff JAMES G. CLARK,
Ala., by CORDY T. VIVIAN, SCLO representative, 2/5/65.

- Bureau
le

(Enc8.

6-

SFEB 11 1

-L

Sent M
Pialgent in Charge

UIM
Selma,

fpri"rit'v)

cc a wa

k -7 C-

Per



UNII - STATES DEPARTMENT OF

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Pl se Refet Mobile, Alabama
F& No. February 9, 1965

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS,
DALLAS COUNTY, SELMA, ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

On February 9, 1965, Departmental Attorney Charles
Quaintance telephonically contacted the Selma, Alabama, FBI
Resident Agency from Washington, D. C., and requested that the
contents of a petition read to Sheriff James G. Clark by
Cordy T. Vivian, Southern Christian Leadership Conference
representative, on February 5, 1965, be ascertained. This was
a petition that was read to Clark at the time of the confrontation
at the Dallas County Courthouse. This petition is as follows:

"SELMA, ALABAMA
February 5, 1965

Victor B. Atkins,
Aubrey C. Allen, and
Joseph Bibb,
REGISTRARS OF VOTERS OF
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA

"We members of the Dallas County Voters League and
citizens of Dallas County have received the order
from Judge Thomas, Federal District Judge, and do
hereby petition the registrars of Dallas County and
the Mayor of Selma to begin immediately to record
the names of prospective registrants by making avail-
able the Appearance Sheet called for by Judge Thomas
in Section 4(b) of the above-mentioned order.

"Many thousands of persons in this county are desirous
of presenting themselves for registration, and we will
appreciate a good faith response to this basic right
from the county registrars.

"We are hereby presenting this petition under the
security offered us in the previous order from

E OSURE

STICE
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REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS COUNTY, SELMA, ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

"Judge Thomast court which restrains the Sheriff of
Dallas County and persons acting in concert with him
from interfering with our right to present ourselves
in peaceful assembly before the Board of Registrars
for registration, or redress of grievance in con-
nection with said registration.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency. It and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY, SELMA, ALABAMA., VOTING

DISCRIMINATION. GR --- o C4'clTSV1d 9.",41W'

ON FEB. TEN, LAST MR. WILLIAM J. O'CONNOR, CLERK, USDC,

MOBILE, ADVISED THAT PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS HAD

BEEN FILED FEB. FIVE, LAST ON BEHALF OF TWENTYSIX PERSONS WHO

HAD BEEN ARRESTED FEB. ONE DASH TWO, LAST AT SELMA AND CHARGED

WITH CONTEMPT OF COURT AND SENTENCED TO FIVE DAYS AND FIFTY

DOLLARS FINE. USDJ DANIEL H. THOMAS DENIED THE PETITION ON 0
FEB. NINE AND THE RULING WAS APPEALED THE SAME DATE TO THE

FIFTH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS. AN APPLICATION FOR STAY OF

PAYMENT OF FINE PENDING APPEAL WAS MADE TO JUDGE THOMAS BUT NOT

RULED ON BY HIM. % /01gF3, 03ag
ARTICLE IN MOBILE PRESS NEWSPAPER AFTERNOON FEB. ELEVEN,

INSTANT REPORTED FIFTH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS TURNED DOWN
i I in FEB 12 1965

REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF THESE TWENTYSIX PERSONS BUT SAID A

END PAGE ONE

FEB



MO 44-557

PAGE TWO

HEARING IS NEEDED AND DIRECTED JUDGE THOMAS TO HOLD ONE.

O'CONNOR ADVISED ELEVENTH INSTANT NO OFFICIAL WORD HAS

BEEN RECEIVED CONCERNING APPEAL COURT ACTION.

END

WA B MS

FBI WASH DC
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GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE 1 ON

Judge Thomas has denied a petition for
writ of habeas corpus filed U. S. District
Court, Mobile, on behalf of twenty-six
demonstrators arrested at Selma 1/2/65.
Judge's order appealed to Fifth Circuit Court
of Appeals which reportedly has refused to
release petitiasners but is ordering Judge
Thomas to hold hearing.

James Bevel, Southern Christian
Leadership Staff Member, is serving five;
day sentence in connection with demonstra-
tions. Information received alleging he is in
infirmary with virus infection and is kept in
leg irons.

Department being currently advised* -"'" -V vm
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COMMON ONSSECTION
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TELETYPE

FBI MOBILE

525 PM CST URGENT 2/10/65 VFP

T DIRECTOR /44-12331/

FROM MOBILE /44-557/

REGISTRARS OFVOTERS,-DALLAS-C-OUNTY AlAAMA. VOTTNS

DISCRIMINATION, CR DASH EL.

DURING DEMONSTRATION THIS MORNING, NEGRO STUDENTS

WHO APPEARED AT THE DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE STOOD FOR

APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR AND THEN DISPERSED. DALLAS COUNTY

SHERIFF-S DEPUTIES ARRESTED ONE, A

SHE WAS

TRANSPORTED TO THE COUNTY JAIL IN A SELMA PD CAR.//9/ /7
4 FEB11 7_ .

AT TWO FOURTEEN PM, CST, A NUMBER OF NEGRO STUDENTSm

BEGAN MARCHING FROM BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH, SYLVAN STREET

IN SMALL FOUR AND FIVE SPACED FIFTEEN TO TWENTY

V
fY
.klk~'t 1/



PAGE TWO ......FEET APART. AT TWO THIRTYNINE PM, CST, THE ENTIRE GROUPS

OF ONE SIX ONE STUDENTS WERE LINED UP ON BOTH THE LAUDERDALE

STREET SIDE AND THE ALABAMA AVENUE SIDE OF THE DALLAS COUNTY

COURTHOUSE IN TWO SEPARATE GROUPS, ONE GROUP NUMBERING NINE

ZERO AND ONE GROUP NUMBERING SEVEN ONE. THEY DISPLAYED

SMALL SIGNS URGING VOTER REGISTRATION. THEY STOOD IN THESE

TWO GROUPS UNTIL TWO FIFTYFOUR PM, CST, WHEN SHERIFF JAMES

G. CLARK, JR. CAME OUT OT THE DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE AND

SAID TO THE STUDENTS, QUO MOVE OUT UNRGE. THE STUDENTS

LEFT THE COURTHOUSE IN SINGLE FILE, MARCHING EAST ON$ ALABAMA

AVENUE FOR APPROXIMATELY ONE HALF BLOCK. THE SHERIFF RAN

TO FRONT OF LINE AND LED ALL THE STUDENTS OUT INTO THE MIDDLE

OF THE STREET WHERE THEY MARCHED ON EAST ON ALABAMA AVENUE.

THEY PROCEEDED DOWN ALABAMA AVENUE TO SYLVAN STREET WHERE THEY

TURNED TOWARED THE RIVER ROAD ON SYLVAN STREET. THE GROUP

OF NEGRO STUDENTS WAS THEN LED ON SYLVAN STREET TO THE

RIVER ROAD WHICH GOES BY THE SELMA STOCK YARDS AND THE COSBY

DASH CARMICHAEL GRAVEL PIT. CLARK MARCHED AT THE HEAD OF THE

GROUP UNTIL HIS CAR WAS BROUGHT TO HIM AND THEN HE GOT INTO

END PAGE TWO ..........

I-,.



1..PAGE THREE ....

THE CAR. SHERIFF S POSSE MEMBERS WERE ON THE FLANKS OF THE

STUDENTS AND AT THE REAR, FOLLOWING ALTERNATELY ON FOOT AND

IN CARS AND INTERMITTENTLY THEY WOULD URGE THE STUDENTS TO

RUN. THIS PROCEDURE WAS CARRIED OUT FOR A DISTANCE OF TWO

AND THREE TENTHS MILES EAST ON THE RIVER ROAD TOWARD THE

FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE LODGE. IN FRONT OF A FARMHOUSE

OF ONE JUDGE DAVIS, WHOSE ADDRESS IS ROUTE THREE, BOX

SIXTEEN DASH D, SELMA, SOME OF THE STUDENTS BROKE OUT OF THE

LINE AND RAN TOWARD THE FARMHOUSE AT APPROXIMATELY THREE

TWENTYFIVE PM. WHEN THE FIRST GROUP OF STUDENTS BROKE FROM

THE FORMATION, THEN ALL OF THE STUDENTS BROKE AND RAN INTO

THE FIELDS AND FARMHOUSES IN THE AREA. APPROXIMATELY ONE

HALF MILE PRIOR TO THE TIME THE STUDENTS BROKE FROM THE

FORMATION WAS A BRIDGE WHERE ALL CARS EXCEPT DEPUTIES CARS,

FBI CARS, AND PUBLIC SAFkTY DIRECTOR J. WILSON BAKERS CAR

WERE STOPPED AND NO NEWSMEDIA WERE ALLOWED TO PROCEED ACROSS

THE BRIDGE. JUST PRIOR TO THE TIME THAT THE STUDENTS BROKE

FORMATION, SHERIFF CLARK ALLEGEDLY TOLD HIS DEPUTIES TO LET

ANYBODY WHO WAS TIRED DROP OUT OF THE LINE. BUREAU AGENTS

END PAGE THREEE 0.....
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PAGE FOUR .........

WHO WERE ON THE SCENE PHOTOGRAPHING ENTIRE MARCH AND THE

DISPERSING OF THE GROUP NEAR THE FARMHOUSE OBSERVED THE

COMPLETE ACTIVITY. SHERIFF CLARK DROVE IN BETWEEN THE TWO

FARMHOUSES AT THE TIME THEY DISPERSED AND TOLD THE CHILDREN

TO QUOiE"MOVE ON NGUSTE. AFTER THE STUDENTS DISPERSED

INTO THE FIELDS AND AROUND THE FARMHOUSES, THE SHERIFF AND

DEPUTIES LEFT THE AREA AND RETURNED TO THE DALLAS COUNTY

COURTHOUSE. THIS ALL OCCURRED AT APPROXIMATELY THREE

FORTYFIVE PM CST. SOME STUDENTS WERE OBSERVE ALONG THE

ROAD EN ROUTE B* TO BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH.

AT ABOUT FOUR OCLOCK PM, SHERIFF TOL

AT THE DALLAS COUNTY COURHOUSE THAT HE ARRESTED THE

MARCHERS FOR QOMt TRUANCY UQUOTE AND WAS MARCHING THEM TO

THE FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE LODGE ON THE RIVER ROAD WHEN
I ;

THEY eMT ESCAPED U*0STE FROM HIM. HE STATED HE DID NOT

KNOW THE NAME OF ANY OF THE STUDENTS OR WHAT HE INTENDED TO

DO NOW THAT THEY HAD UOBOW ESCAPED UN4UTE9.

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY BRIAN LANDSBERG ON SCENE AT SELMA

ADVISED OF DETAILS CONTAINED HEREIN.

END

WASH MSB E

FBI WASH DC
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( FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATORS
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

T ELETYPE
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DIRECTOR /44-12831/

FROM MOBILE /44-557/
. ...........- Tele. Ri'Oom

0 i~I.-sh s---
. / Miss Gandy

REGISTRARSOF VOTERS OF DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA* VOTING

DISCRIMINATION. // 4- f/T& - ELC O S&45 l/

REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KING* JR. LEFT MONTGOMERYp ALA. N 

EAL FLIGHT THREE TWO TWO AT EIGHT AM. A GROUP O4EGRb STUDENTS

BEGAN ASSEMBLING AT BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCHs SYLVAN ST. S LMA, ALA AT

APPROXIMATELY EIGHT TWENTYFIVE AM. STUDENTS WERE IN ND OUy OF

CHAPEL UNTIL APPROXIMATELY ONE PM WHEN MEETING BROKE UP'

APPARENTLY FOR LUNCH* WITHOUT ANY MORNING DEMONSTRATE JONS. AS,

OF ONE THIRTY PM DALLAS COUNTY BOARD OF REGISTRARS OFFICEs

**WG WAS OPEN FROM EIGHT AM CST* HAD ISSUED NUMBERS FIFTYFIVE

THROUGH SIXTYSIX TO PERSONS WHO SIGNED THE APPEARANCE BOOK.

ALL NUMBERS ISSUED TO WHITE PERSONS EXCEPT NUMBER FIFTYFIVEs

WICH WAS ISSUED TO A NEGRO*

END PAGE ONE ******************
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PAGE TWO *******

PROBATE JUDGE BERNARD H. REYNOLDS* WHO HANDLES JUVENILE

MATTERS* ADVISED HEARINGS FOR ALL PERSONS CHARGED WITH

CONTRIBUTING TO THE DELINQUENCY OF A MINOR WERE SET FOR TWO

THIRTY PM TODAY* BUT WERE POSTPONED UNTIL TWO THIRTY PM FEB.

EIGHTEEN INSTANT AT THE REQUEST OF PETER HALL* NEGRO ATTORNEY.

CIRCUIT JUDGE JAMES A. HARE ADVISED HEARINGS FOR ALL PERSONS

NOT PREVIOUSLY HANDLED ON CONTEMPT OF COURT CHARGES ARE SET FOR

FEB* SIXTEEN INSTANTs HOWEVER* HALL HAS ALSO ASKED FOR A

CONTINUANCE IN THIS MATTER* WHICH JUDGE HARE HAS NOT GRANTED*

BUT WILL LEAVE THIS TO THE DISCRETION OF BLANCHARD MCLEOD#

CIRCUIT SOLICITORk

AT THREE TWENTY PM A GROUP OF NEGRO YOUTHS BEGAN MARCHING

IN SMALL GROUPS FROM BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH TOWARD THE DALLAS

COUNTY COURT HOUSE, FIRST GROUP OF FIVE ARRIVING AT THREE THIRTY

PM* THEY CONTINUED TO LINE UP UNTIL THREE FIFTYSIX PM WHEN

END PAGE TWO ********



PAGE THREE *****

THE LAST GROUP ARRIVEDs MAKING A TOTAL OF THREE HUNDRED NINETY

NINE. NBC* ABC AND CONSIDERABLE NEWS MEDIA OBSERVED IN AREA OF

DEMONSTRATIONS. NEGRO STUDENTS CONTINUED TO STAND IN LINES IN

FRONT OF DALLAS COUNTY COURT HOUSE ON THE ALABAMA STREET SIDE.

AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR FIFTEEN PM THE DOOR ON THE ALABAMA ST.

ENTRANCE TO THE DALLAS COUNTY COURT HOUSE WAS CLOSED AND

INFORMATION WAS RECEIVED THAT SHERIFF JAMES G. CLARK# JR DID

NOT INTEND AT THE MOMENT TO ARREST THESE STUDENTS. AS OF

FOUR THIRTY PM THESE STUDENTS WERE STILL STANDING IN FRONT OF

THE COURT HOUSE HOLDING SMALL PIECES OF PAPER CONTAINING VARIOUS

PHRASES ENCOURAGING VOTER REGISTRATION.

ONE SIGN OBSERVED REFERRING TO NECESSITY FOR PAVING

STREETS. SELMA TIMES JOURNAL OF FEB. ELEVEN INSTANT ON FRONT

PAGE CONTAINED EDITORIAL CRITICAL OF DALLAS COUNTY)0 CONCERNING

YESTERDAYS MARCH OF A GROUP OF NEGRO TEENAGERS. ARTICLE

INDICATED THAT SELMA CITIZENS HAD AN IMPORTANT DECISION TO

MAKE AND THAT PUBLIC OPINION MUST DEMAND THE END TO THESE

DISORDERS AND EARNESTLY SEEK REALSITIC SOLUTIONS TO THEIR

END PAGE THREE *********



PAGE FOUR ******

PROBLEMS.

AS OF FOUR THIRTY PM WHEN THE DALLAS COUNTY BOARD OF

REGISTRARS OFFICE CLOSEDs NUMBERS FIFTYFIVE THROUGH SEVENTYTHREEE

HAD BEEN ISSUED TO PERSONS WHO HAD SIGNED THE APPEARANCE BOOK&

ALL TO WHITES EXCEPT PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED NUMBER FIFTYFIVE.

AT FOUR THIRTY PM THE GROUP OF NEGRO YOUTHS LINED UP IN

FRONT OF THE DALLAS COUNTY COURT HOUSE BEGAN MARCHING AWAY IN

SMALL GROUPS UP LAUDERDALE ST. THE LEAD GROUP MARCHED

COMPLETELY AROUND THE BLOCKs RETURNING TO THE ALABAMA ST. SIDE

OF THE COURT HOUSE* THE REAR OF THE GROUP REMAINING IN FRONT

OF THE COURT HOUSE. AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR FORTY PM THEY BEGAN

KNEELING AND REMAINED KNEELING FOR SEVERAL MINUTES. AT FOUR

FORTYFIVE PM THE LEAD GROUP BEGAN DISPERSING* MARCHING DOWN

ALABAMA ST AND OTHER SMALL GROUPS FOLLOWED* AS OF FOUR

FORTYSIX PM THE FIRST GROUP HAD CROSSED WASHINGTON ST. ON

ALABAMAs APPARENTLY RETURNING BACK TOWARD BROWNS CHAPEL AME

CHURCH.

END PAGE FOUR ***********



PAGE FIVE...

NEGRO SOURCES INFORM NO MASS MEETING TONIGHT. LOCAL WARD

MEETINGS WILL BE HELD.

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY BRIAN LANDSBERG ON

BEING ADVISED OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS.

ATALNTA AND BH ADVISED AIRMAIL.

END

WA

THE SCENE AND

SHL

FBI WASH DC

I -



FEDERAL BUREAU Of INVESTIGATION V"1U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

FEB 1,0196b

TeETYPE

FBI MOSILE-Tle

805 PH ST URGENT 2/10/65 VFP

TO D ECTOR,/44-12831/

FROM MOBILE '/44-557/

Og~g7') 4 AW5~
REGISTRARS 0 VOTERS DALLAS OUNT xALABAMA VOTING

DISCRIINATI9o CR DASH EL.

CIVIL IGHLS

WHEN THE BOARD OF REGISTRARS OICE CLOSED AT FOURo

THIRTY PM TODAY, NUMBERS THIRTYFIVE THROUGH FIFTYFOUR HAD

BEEN ISSUED, ALL TO WHITES EXCEPT NUMBER FORTYNINE WHICH

WAS ISSUED TO A NEGR ALE. A OF TWENTY NUMBERS -

ISSUED TODAY.* p

AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR FIFTYEIGHT PM OST, A GROUP OF

APPROXIMATELY ONE SEVEN ZERO NEGROES, 'MOST OF WHOM APPEARED

TO BE MEMBER O THE F R OUP THAT APPEARED AT THE DALLAS

COUNTY COURTHOUSE AND HAD BEEN MARC)AED OUT RIVER ROAD BY

SHERIFF JAMES B. CLARK, FORMED IN SMALL GROUPS AT BROWNS '

CHAPEL AME CHURCH AND CAME TO THE DALLAS COUNTY COURNOUSfE.

FEID PAo196

4:! R. LELIU;^T .' l XACOR FE159B

FEB 17 19650 - - -



END PAGE TWO .........

THIS GROUP STOOD ALONG THE ALABAMA AVENUE STREET SIDE OF THE

DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE, FOLDED THEIR ARMS AND CLASPED

HANDS. NO SIGNS WERE DISPLAYED BY THIS GROUP AND THEY

REMAINED STANDING AT THE COURTHOUSE UNTIL FIVE SIXTEEN PHo

WHEN THEY BEGAN DISPERSING FROM THE AREA, LEAVING IN SMALL

GROUPS IN THE SAME MANNER THAT THEY ARRIVED. THEY APPEARED

TO LEAVE THE AREA IN THE DIRECTION OF BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH.

THE LAST GROUP LEFT THE DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE AT FIVE

TWENTYTWO PM. JUST BEFORE DISPERSING THE NEGRO STUDENTS

KNELT FOR A SHORT PERIOD OF TIME ON THE SIDEWALK AND

SHERIFF CLARK WAS OBSERVED TO LEAVE THE COURTHOUSE AT ABOUT

FIVE PM.

A MASS MEETING IS REPORTEDLY SCHEDULED FOR SEVEN THIRTY

PM AT BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH TONIGHT; HOWEVER, NO

INFORMATION HAS BEEN RECEIVED INDICATING THAT DR. MARTIN

LUTHER KING HAS RETURNED TO THE SELMA AREA

ACWVZTED THE

SELMA RESIDENT AGENCY THIS AFTERNOON AND STATED HE WAS

OBTAINING A LIST OF MARCHERS WHO WERE ON THE AFTERNOON MARCH

END PAGE TWO .........
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PAGE THREE ....

OUT THE RIVER ROAD.

DVISED THAT TWELVE NEGRO FEMALES AND TWO NEGRO MALES

WERE TREATED BY A DOCTOR AND NURSE AT BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH D7C

AFTER THEIR RETURN FROM THE AFTERNOON MARCH OUT THE RIVER

ROAD AND WERE REPORTEDLY TREATED FOR PHYSICAL EXHAUSTION.

ALSO REPORTED THAT ONE NEGRO FEMALE HAD BEEN TAKEN TO

AN UNNAMED HOSPITAL IN SELMA FOR TREATMENT.

PRESENT AT BROWNS CHAPEL STATED THIS

NEGRO FEMALE HAD CUT HERSELF ON A BARBED WIRE FENCE NEAR THE

FARMHOUSE THIS AFTERNOON WHERE THE GROUP DISPERSED ON THE

RIVER ROAD AND SHE WAS TAKEN TO THE HOSPITAL FOR A TETANLS.

WAS REQUESTED TO MAKE AVAILABLE THE NAMES OF ANY

INDIVIDUALS WHO HAD SUSTAINED PHYSICAL INJURIES DURING THE

MARCH AND HE WAS TOLD THAT ARRANGEMENTS WOULD BE IMMEDIATELY

MADE TO OBTAIN PHOTOGRAPHS AND THE DETAILS CONCERNING THE

INJURIES. HE ADVISED THAT HE WOULD COMPLY.

FOUR NEWS REPRESENTATIVES WHO CONTACTED THE SELMA

RESIDENT AGENCY THIS AFTERNOON AND REQUESTED INTERVIEWS WITH
-f/ECbt ,L1f6F,'T3

THE FOUR PAS WHO OBSERVED THE MARCH OF THE STUDENTS OUT THE

END PAGE THREEEE.
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PAGE FOUR......

RIVER ROAD WERE COURTEOUSLY ADVISED THAT ALL INFORMATION

DEVELOPED BY THE FBI WAS BEING FURNISHED TO THE U. S.

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WHO WERE ON THE SCENE AND THAT THE FBI

WAS PRESENTLY CONDUCTING INVESTIGATION FOR THE DEPARTMENT TO

DETERMINE IF ANY VIOLATIONS OF FEDERAL LAWS HAD OCCURRED;

THEREFORE, NO AGENTS WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEWS AND

INFORMATION FURNISkJD WOULD HAVE TO BE OBTAINED THROUGH THE

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE.

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY BRIAN LANDSBERG ON THE SCENE AT

SELMA AND ADVISED OF ALL PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS.

ATLANTA AND BIRMINGHAM ADVISED BY AIRMAL.

END

VA OMS

FBI WASH DC

fGCT-?AR ROSEN.
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2/11/ 65. .
GENERAL INVESTIGATlIv.DIVISION
ixty-one students arrestWat court

house in Selma at 2:14 p. m. , 2/10/65, and
were marched and run by the Sheriff two or
three miles out River Road where they broke
for mation and dis er sed into th woods.
Sheriff Clark tolr he was
marching the stud o nsme Fraternal Order
of Police Lodge Hall when they "escaped" and
he did not know their identities.

Martin Luther King appeared last night at
a rally in Selma where demonstration
leader reportedly criticised the FBI for only
photographing the Sheriffs march of the
students instead of taking some direct action.
Negro leaders in Selma reportedly were
sending a telegram to the White House last
night requesting Federal troops.

King to speak in East Lansing Michigan,
tonight and return to Selma 2/1465 or
2/15/65.

Department being ept currently advised.

Ii C
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S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
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Mr. Tavel

TO RECTOR me. TeOr

FR OEDOI L E /44-557/ 41iss Gan"'

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY ALABAMASELMA ALA
, Civ0lRi-ts Ele:t,::.1Law!

VOTING DISCRIMINATION ~," -g V

REMOTEL FIVE ZERO TWO PM CST TODAY.

NEGRO MASS MEETING HELD TONIGHT BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH
CEPN f,'TR 1 5 40-6TiMf

BEGINNING SEVEN THIRTY PM ;81 AND ENDING TEN ZERO FIVE PM.

THIS MEETING PRIMARLY ATTENDED BY ADULT* NEGROS WITH IWSEA WILLIAMS

AS PRINCIPAL SPEAKER. WILLIAMS SPEECH RELATED TO HIS EX ERIENCE L
WHILE CONFINED TO ALABAMA PRISON CAMP AT SELMA AND CANDEN At IN

CONNECTION WITH CR MOVEANT AT SELMA. A MEETING OF NEW YOUfS
A w - 1

ALSO OCCURRED AT THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH ON SYLVAN SLUET AD

BEGAN AT APPROXIMATELY SEVEN THIRTY PM. TERMINATING AT ABOUT

NINE FORTYFIVE PM. ATENDENCE AT BROWNS CHAPEL ESTIMATED AT SIX

HUNDRED. FITYTO-SEVEfUNDRED NEGROES AND AT FIRST BAPTISjT FOUR

TO FIVE HUNDRED YOUTHS. NO PRINCIPAL SPEAKERS AT YOUTH MEETING WHICH

CONSISTED PRIMARLY OF SIN IG FR-EED 3ONGS. ? ' 3, 1 .-S.INGmwwG REw2wmONGSg -- 333
-7C

END PAGE ONE ...... .. . 7b



PAGE TWO ........

CONTACTED HOSEA WILLIAMS AT BROWNS CHAPEL

KING TOLD WILLIAMS THEY SHOULD NOT CONDUCT A NIGHT MARCH TONIGHT AS

PREVIOUSLY PLANNED AND HE WAS EMPHATIC WITH WILLIAMS, ABOUT HIS

DISAPROVAL OF THE NIGHT MARCH, STATING GECSE IF THEY MARCH TONIGHT
A' vf c-

IT WILL BE A SEVERE TACTICAL ERROR R:Z mu- KING INDICATED TO

THE REASON FOR CANCELING THE NIGHT MARCH WAS TO AFFORD THE

ORDER OF 99e2 DANIELS H.THOMAS ISSUED TODAY FURTHER STUDY AND HE

INDICATED HE FELT THIS WAS A <##MME A FAIR ORDER .

KING CONFIDENTIALLY ADVISED THAT IF SHERIFF JAMES G.

CLARK HAD NOT MADE MASS ARREST ON JAN NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE THE IMETjUS

ON VOTER REGISTRATION MOVEMENTAT SELMA WOULD HAVE FAILED AND HE

WOULD HAVE MOVED HIS ACTIVITIES TO MONTGOMERY, ALA. KING STATED

CONSIDERATION IS BEING GIVEN AT PRESENT TIME TO SHIFT ACTIVITIES

FROM SELMA TO MONTGOMERY AS HE FEELS THE SITUATION HAS RESOLVED ITSELF

SATISFACTORY IN HIS FAVOR AT PRESN T TIME AT SELMA. HE ADVISED HE

WILL POSSIBLY SPEAK AT A MASS MEETING AT MONTGOMERY NIGHT OF FEB EIGHT I
I sow.arj cMHdosiaA) I-sEtuAosaip cotwerewer

NEXT NEXT AND WILL PROBABLY START VOTER REGISTRATION ACTIVITY THERE

WHICH INCLUDE DEMONSTATIONS OF FEB NINE OR TEN NEXT.
11

KING ALSO STATED HE WOULD REMAIN IN JAIL AW YRUNTIL ALLr OF

HIS PEOPLE $ HAVE BEEN RELEASED FROM JAIL AT SELA.

END PAGE TWO ........
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PAGE THREE.......

CONFIDENTIALLY ADVISEbHf HAS..*A-
C= C,

INFO KING WILL LEAVE JAIL FEB FIVE NEXT AND MAY RETURN TOAL AN1
Govtcvifk " =
,.Q OVER WEEKEND. SOURCE FURTHER STATESSD0'0F NEGRO LEADt S I 

DISCUSSING JUDGE THOMAS ORDER FEEL THAT IT MIGHT NOT BE STRONG

ENOUGH TO SAflSFY THEM AND FURTHER DEMONSATIONS MIGHT

BE NECESSARY IN SELMA.
- 4TrODmlivey &GA~vtltL-

ASST kB'JOHN DOAR AND DEPT ATTORNEY CHARLES QUAINTANCE
f.El 

-JE~

WERE ADVISED OF P DEVELOPEMENTS CONTAINED HEREIN RELATIVE

TO TODAY S ACTIVITIES AT SELMA.

END

LRA

FBI WASH DC
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. . -,' 2/5/65 *
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION
Malcolm X appeared in Ama, Alabama,

2/4/65, to urge that Preside if Johnson order
a full scale investigation of the Klan. He made
no statements indicating his Muslim group
would take any action in the situation at Selma.
He departed Selma without incident.

U. S. District Judge Daniel Thomas.,
Mobile on 2/4/65 ordered that the registra-
tion of voters be expedited and at least 100
registrants be processed daily; that adequate
personnel be provided for registration; that
the literary test be dropped; that if all
applicants have not been processed by the
July end of registration, they may register

jee eejed Nego pli mayppy to the
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FBI WASH DC

FBI MOBILE

12-04 P CST URGENT

TO: DIRECTOR

FROM: MOBILE (44-557)

MOMA BJRFAUWOF fNTi
U. &. DEA

COMMUNITY ION

TEB IF'E

2/13/65

~1'

I,,-~ 1?,~ -

U - -r

L7K~7
TEB

3P

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DA-LLASGDUNTY,-ALABAMA RIJNG

DISCRIMINATION. CR, EL.- C+IIA

REMYTEL FEBRUARY TWELVE, SIXTYFIVE, ELEVEN THIRTYEIGHT

P.M.

417 V bl

) i
AA I

SELMA, 'ADVISEq: *
- -" b D

HE HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH REV. ANDREW YOUNG, SCLC SC

WHO APPARENTLY IS IN CHARGE OF Q4&Gt E-LMOVEMENT Q E 1 t 1A

AT PRESENT TIME. YOUNG AND HOSEA WILLIAMS, ALSO SCLC STAFF, 

CONTACTED HIM ON AFTERNOON OF FEBRUARY TWELVE, LAST, RE

REQUEST BY DALLAS COUNTY VOTERS LEAGUE TO PWADE/A RARY

FIFTEEN, NEXT. HE GATHERED FROM CONVERSATION VIT YOUNG AND

WILLIAMS THAT THEY WERE NOT IN FAVOR OFDALLAS COUNTY V0l 8  15 196$

LEAGUE APPLYING FOR PARADE PERMITgQ IN MONTGOMERY AND

BIRMINGHAM THE PARADES HAD NOT BEEN SUCCESSFUL AND THE

END PAGE ONE
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PAGE TWO

MO 44-557

AM64C MOVEMENT 4UNQ4fE-HAD RECEIVED BAD PUBLICITY AS RESULT

OF APPLYING FOR THESE PERMITS.

FURTHER ADVISED YOUNG INFORMED HIM THAT IF-C-

ALL GOES WELL S5E ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY FIFTEEN, NEXT,

RE VOTER REGISTRATION4 NEGRO DEMONSTRATIONS WOULD BE AT AN END

IN SELMA AND CHILDREN WOULD BE INSTRUCTED TO RETURN TO SCHOOL

ON FEBRUARY SIXTEEN, NEXT.STATED YOUNG ALSO STATED

NEGROES GOING TO DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE ON FEBRUARY FIFTEEN,

NEXT, WOULD NOT INSIST ON FILLING OUT APPLICATIONS ON THIS

DAY BUT WOULD BE INTERESTED IN SIGNING APPEARANCE BOOK TO -

RECEIVE NUMBER FOR LATER REGISTRATION.

ADVISED HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH VARIOUS INDIVIDUALS

IN SELMA ATTEMPTING TO ARRANGE WITH BOARD OF REGISTRARS TO

PROCESS EVERY INDIVIDUAL WHO APPEARS AT COURTHOUSE ON FEBRUARY

FIFTEEN, NEXT, HOWEVER, AS OF PRESENT TIME WOULD HESITATE TO

COMMENT ON STATUS OF ARRANGEMENT.

NEWS BULLETIN THIS DATE IN SELMA STATED SHERIFF JAMES G.

CLARK, JR., WAS QjjZEDOING SATISFACTORILY bFede5E AT HOSPITAL,

THAT SERIES OF TESTS HE RECEIVED GAVE 0 INDICATION HE HAD

END PAGE TWO



PAGE THREE

NO 44-557

SUFFERED HEART ATTACK, HOWEVER, WOULD REMAIN IN HOSPITAL

QOME FOR SEVERAL DAYS NGTE- FOR OBSERVATION AND REST.

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY BRIAN LANDSBERG ON SCENE AT SELMA

BEING ADVISED OF ABOVE.

END

WA...*.ELR

FBI WASH DC

TU DISCP

ROSEN



2/13/65
GENERAL INVESTIGATED DIVISION

The Department has been advised.
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F BI

Date: 2/13/65

Transmit the following in

AIRTEL

(Type in plaintext or code)

AIR MAIL
(rritty)

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-12831)

FROM:

RE:

SACs MOBILE (44- 5 5 7 )(P)

REGISTRARS&OF VOTERS
DALLAS--C0UNTY, -ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION
l m

- ELS

Enclosed herewith to the Bureauare8copies of
letterhead memorandum pertaining to captioned matter.

Interview of
conducted byS~pecial Agt

on 2/12/65.

ma, 7
and b7.b

rtmental Attorney's request was made to
and the results of the interview with

were scussed wito a.tmental Attorney BRIAN
, Selma, Ala., by SA

Copies of letterhead memorandum are being
disseminated locally to ntelligence agencies, as well
as to U. S. Attorney, Mbile, Ala., and Departmental
Attorneys, Selma, Ala.

- bureau (RM)(Enos.
Mobile

Ice4~

~ g /6- C P

-SAI

Approved:m
a -pci Agent Tn Charge

Sent __

Via

y
i)

REGCR.
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In Reply, Pase Refer to
Fe No.

UNI: -D STATES DEPARTMENT OF - ,TICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Mobile, A3abama
February 3, 1965

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

On February 11, 1965, ERITAN LAINDSEERG. D : rr
Torniy, ama, requestrd that Rev:-Ad jAm .

BEVEL and both of Seima, ALati ba Jr t
concerning a per that BEVEL was in a Sera
chains.i Ma. BELANDBERG requested that it. b d V
Fevexrsend BEVEL was -cfused admission a, t.h o STc-L.3
Hospital, Seima, Alaba,.before being admitt d -7C
Infinrary, Selma, Alabama0

ETTEd to Sheriff JAMES G. CLARK. JR. about having E
reeased from jail to be taken to the hospital; thac Ste::
CLARK said to take BEVEL to the New Vaughan Mmria: hp:te.
but that BEVEL would have to have a full tame guard ith.
and would have to be shackled to the bed,

ENCLOSURE'



REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS COUNTY ALABAMA

-VOTTN2 D1SUIMINATION

to the G 1d Sama itanA Hosptal

ethar, BJ ha.

Qf plans was made at the suggtstion of some or EE
f r Iend5 s.

said that he went to the Burwell
Infirmary an* arriv* there at about 700 P.M. or F
1965; that Reverend BEVEL was in a private ro om, and w,

deputy sheriff standing guard in the doorways t naT h t-r

BEV had leg irons on his right le wrich were a
the foot of the bed; 6at
take the shackles off14 - a -
sheriff said he could not do so, since BEVEL was a p

and there were no bars on the window.

Istatedthat n.ayw._a
wet h att, BUrwe I I Inria.r'ary W-1e ri. I E

and rhImade several long distanc.=e tel
C.als. knowwhom she had cal.

IY7G

A,



REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS C OVNTi,' ALYAFAMA

-VOTINCO D:S% MINATIOR

said that h teph-- ~ dSreriff C AF
and trIed to explain that BEVLJ condition did not -:
his belng sha:kleo to the bed: that BEL wza -vry H-:,, -j
weak, and he co-uld not leave the hopita2 eV1n If re-wa--
to dc so, that Sheriff CLARK Eaid *
irons removed from BEVELoryf

byc
b -,



REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS COUNTYs ALABAMA
-VOTING DISCRIMINATION

k 7L

The results of the above investigation we reor&-v
furnished to BRIAN LANDSBERG, Departmental Attorney, Sema.
Alabama, on February 12, 1965.

This document contains neither recommerdafion frco

conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of thiFE a.ri
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not tc be
distributed outside your agency.



U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
' COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

cFEiI'~ 'd_
ad

FBI WASH DC 7j.
-Mr TaveL_

FBI NO LE ' " .. iocins

Miss Gandy,
1138 M CST 2/12/65 URGENT CCM

T DIRECTOR (44-12831

FROM MOBILE (44-557) 7

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA, VOTING

DISCRIMINATION. CR, EL.

REMOTEL THIS DATE.

NEGRO MASS MEETING TOOK PLACE BROWN'S CHAPEL AME CHURCH

TONIGHT BEGINING ABOUT SEVEN P.M. CST, AND ENDING NINEtTHIgfYFIVE

P.M. ATTENDANCE AT MEETING ESTIMATED APPROX. FOUR HUNDTED PERSONS.

PRINCIPAL SPEAKERS, HOSEA WILLIAMS AND RICHARD BOONE, $CLC STAFF.

SPEAKERS STRESSED VOTER REGISTRATION AND NEED FOR LARGE CROWD TO GO

TO DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE ON MONDAY TWO FIF#-N SIXTYFIVE.

NO INCIDENTS OCCURRED.

AT EIGHT TEN P.M. CST, IN FRONT OF CHURCH MARIE FOSTER

SECtgARY DALLAS COUNTY VOTERS LEAGUE DELIVERED A TYPaEF T5

REQUEST TO J. V. BAKER, WHICH IN SUBSTANCE REQUESTED A PERMIT TO

PARADE ON TWO FIFTEEN SIXTYFIVE UNDER SECTION TWO TWO FOUR OF

ONE NINUFIVE FOUR ODE OF CITY OF SELMA.

58 PAF 
N 

c<

END PAG N



THE REQUEST ESTIMATED SIX HUNDRED PERSONS WOULD BE IN

THE PARADE AND WOULD WALK SOUTH ON SYLVAN STREET TO ALABAMA AVE.,

WEST ON ALABAMA AVE., TO DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE WHERE THEY WOULD

LINE UP IN SINGLE FILE FOR VOTER REGISTRATION.

BAKER STATED THAT ON SATURDAY AND SUNDAY THE CITY IS CLOSED

FOR BUSINESS, HOWEVER, HE INTENDS TO REQUEST THE MAYOR TO CALL

A SPECIAL SESSION OF THE CITY COUNCIL IN ORDER TO AUTHORIZE THE

PERMIT. HE ADVISED FOSTER IN PRESENT OF AGENTS OBSERVING MASS

RALLY THAT HE WOULD DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE IN EFFORT TO OBTAIN

PERMIT.

COVERAGE OF MEETING AFFORDED BY BAKER, ONE PLAIN CLOTHES

DETECTIVE, ONE P D CAR PATROLING AREA. NO S 0 CARS OR DEPUTIES

OBSERVED ON SCENE *

DEPT ATTORNEY BRIAN LANDSBERG ON SCENE AT SELMA ADVISED.

END

VA JR

FBI WASH DC

TU AND HOLD
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F BI

Date: 2/11/65

Transmit the following in

Via
'AIRTEL

(Type in plauntext or code)

AIRMAIL
(Priority)

TO: DIRECTORs FBI (44-12831) W
FROM: SAC, MOBILE (44-557) (P)

SUBJECT: REGISTRARS OF VOTER.
C) iALLA OOTINMY. ATA

VOTING DISCRIMINATION
L%-EL

Enclosed for the Bureau is LHM concerning
the above-captioned matter.

This investigation was conducted upon receipt
of a handwritten request to the Selma, Ala., RA, which
request wa d livered by Departmental Attorney
CHARLES QUAINTANCE.

-Buread(E )(RM)
2Mobile Ce.

b7C

*0 lqq4.N43 V
- -

t0 FE8 13195
OF r*ri F

47c~

Sent M Per

Special Agent in Charge
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S( -lUNIIED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JuSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Mobile, AlabamaIn Reply, Please Refer soMFe Alaba96
Fileo. February 11, 1965

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS,
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

On February 1, 1965, Departmental Attorney
Charles "Chad" Quaintance delivered a handwritten
request to the Selma Resident Agency of the FBI,
which set forth the following:

Theent has been informed that
SelmasAla ba 1

e ent as
for asounty.
Al-abama, on Y 29 9bworked on
Fridays as and told on the day
she was dis sse that she, d attended
mass meetings and had attem o register to vote
during the week of January 25, 1965. Dismissal
of employees who attend such meetings and who
attempt to vote may be in violation of the Civil

Sho957. It is requested that the subject,
be interviewed to determine how

ong a been employed, her duties, whether
her wor was satisfactory, net salary, 'if given a
raise and if so when, the extend the conversations
occurring when explained to that she had
attended eeti tempted o register to vote,
where informe that she was dismissed and
ifa cement has een hired.

~~F~77mUpy

r



A signed statement should be obtained
if possible.I

Selma, Al
which waE

a ama, furnished the ollowing infor
s incorporated into the following sta

nation,
btement:

1 , vos=eenmake the follow-

who have en e, em-
se ye e as Special Agents of the FBI.
Agent has advised me that I do not
have o say -a thing and that anything I do
say might be used against me in a court
of law. I have been told also that I can
consult with an attorney of my choice or
anyone else. No threats or promises were
used to get me to make this statement.

n was born on
Alabama, anpre

Selma, Alabama.
& -41 &

~at L7

'between
,r mother-
ed her.
)r the

III

six and
in-law.1
I have
past 13

Se d trustworthy em loee
has been doi

r me and altho
n satisfactory her

bout a mo ago o*
that her daughter-in-law's
was not satisfactory.Iq,

h re
n s a cause hei

rec mm ndi
f 0:

years anu navu-Towun er ti

i



one day a
hours she
2:00 pm.
each time
over sixr
gave m

worked for me only
wek for 4.50 per day. The
worked were from 8:20 am to about
I travelled about three miles
she worked to pick her up and
miles to take her home. I never

a raise.

" ekshe worked for me
told me her legs were

redfrom s an ng in line one day duri ng
the week. She didn't say anything to me
concerning the parading that had gone on
other than mentioning the word, registering,
and mentioning that her feet and legs were
tired. I did not discuss'the registration
drive or parade with her.

"I informed onJanuary 29,
1965,,, that her servicesnwere no6onger
needed and as s d dsmissed her. I laid
off last summer for about
two * ee weeks ecause I didn't have
the money to pay for her at that time.

havee hired a temporary replacement
for but will decide if
thisrep ace is satisfactory and
if so whether this replacement will become
permanent."

read this statement and stated that
was tre and correct. She said that she desired
contact her attorney before signing this statement.

On February 10, 1965,
she had talked with her attorneyl
Selma, Alabama, and he advised her,
statement.,

advised that

this

This document contains neither recommendations

1..,

it
to

b
b7c



nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of
the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and its
contents are not to be distributed outside your
agency.

0 .



634 PM CST URGENT 2/14/65 VFP

TO DIRECTOR AND ATLANTA C A.

FROM MOBILE /44-557/

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS -DALLAS COUNT YAL-AAA, SELA A I
VOTING DISCRIMINATION, O- -. 7

i7c

LETTER OF AUTHORIZATION TO THE STEERING COMMITTEE

OF THE DALLAS CO VOTERS LEAGUE APROVING A QMO-4%WALK OF SIX

HUNDRED ADULT CITIZENS OF DALLAS CO ALA ENGHOPE, FROM BROWNS

AME CHURCH TO THE DALLAS CO COURTHOUSE, SELMA TWO FIFTEEN NEXT.

AUTHORIZATION SPECIFIED THEY ARE TO OBSERVE ALL TRAFFIC

REGUIkLATIONS BY CITY AND TO WALK IN SUCH MANNER THAT THE?

WILL NOT INTERFERWITH OTHER CITIZENS USING SAME STREETS OR

SIDEWALKS. AUTHORIZATION TO BE DELIVERED TO DALLAS CO V0URS

LEAGUE ABOUT SIX PM CST TODAY.

ADVISED TODAY HE OBTAINED INFO THAT DR )7b

MARTIN LUTHER KING HAD BEEN ADVISED BY DR. TO GO TO BED AND REST*

THEREFORE HE IS NOT EXPECTED TO APPEAR SELMA UNTIL MORNING

OF TWO FIFTEEN NEXT.

MASS MEETING SCHEDULED TONIGHT BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH. b7c-
AT ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE THROUGH SOURCE WHEN KING WILL LEAVE

ATLANTA AND IF ABOVE INSFO SUBSTANTIAL Y 0 ECT.

DEPT ATTORNEY BRIAN L EaRG_ DIe _Ar

REC'D-TLLEirYPE UNIT
FBI-



TELETYpE

FBI MOBILE

548 CST URGENT 2/15/65 VFP

DIRECTOR /44-12831/

FROM MOBILE /44-557 / 4 P

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY, ALA., VOTER

DISCRIMINATION, PA F.

RE N1$E T0CAY, TWO THIRTEEN PM.

REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING RETURNED TO SELMA, ALA

FROM CAMDEN, ALA. APPROXIMATELY TWO THIRTY PM AND

RETURNED TO BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH, SELMA, WHERE

REPORTEDLY SPOKE TO A GROUP OF NEGRO TEACHERS. AT

THREE TWENTYSEVEN PM KING AND HIS PARTY LEFT IN THEIR

AUTOMOBILE FROM MARION, ALA., ON HIGHWAY EIQIC%/1/37

AT THREE THIRTYSEVEN PM APPROXIMATELY ONE HUNDRED "

EIGHTYSIX NEGROES SCHOOLTEACHERS, BOTH MALE AND FEMALEo FEB 71965

MARCHED IN SMALL GROUPS FROM BROWNS CHAPEL TO THE DALLAST

COUNTY COURTHOUSE, ARRIVING -ltWR2E FIFTY PM. TEACHERS

CONTINUED MAR ING PAST COURTHOUSE AND WENT TO THE END

OF THE LIN LAUDERDALE STREET SISTIN OF PERON



PAGE TWO ..........

WAITING TO RECEIVE NUMBERS AND TO SIGN THE APPEARANCE

BOOK. APPROXIMATELY THIRTY OTHER NEGROES JOINED THE END

OF THE LINE WHO APPEARED TO BE LABORING TYPE PERSONS

MANY OF WHOM WERE WEARING A UNIFORM SHIRT WITH THE NAME

QUSE HENRY BRICK COMPANY UO!TE, A LOCAL BRICK COMPANY,

THESE PERSONS APPARENTLY BEING EMPLOYEES JUST FINISHING

WORK.

SELMA, b-

NOTED A NUMBER OF SCHOOL TEACHERS LINING UP WERE ALREADY

REGISTERED IN DALLAS COUNTY AND WERE APPARENTLY LINING

UP ONLY FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEMONSTRATION.

AS OF FOUR PM, WHEN THE DALLAS COUNTY BOARD OF

REGISTRARS CLOSED, ONE HUNDRED TWENTY PERSONS HAD BEEN

PROCESSED TODAY, NINETY ONE NEGROES AND TWENTYNINE

WHITES. NUMBER TWUNDRED FIFTYONE WAS THE LAST PERSON

CALLED TO THE BOARD TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION. THE

BOARD REMAINED OPEN UNTIL FOUR THIRTY PM TO ALLOW PERSONS

TO SIGN THE APPEARANCE BOOK AND AS OF FOUR THIRTY PM

SEVEN HUNDRED FIVE NUMBERS HAD BEEN ISSUED. THE BOARD

END PAGE TWO .........



PAGE THREE .......

ADVISED THEY WILL REOPEN NINE AM, FEBRUARY SIXTEEN, NEXT,

TO ALLOW PERSONS TO SIGN THE APPEARANCE BOOK BUT THE

BOARD HAS NOT DECIDED AS TO WHETHER THEY WILL REMAIN

OPEN DURING THE LUNCH HOUR TOMORROW OR FOR THE REMAINDER

OF THE WEEK.

SEVERAL HUNDRED PERSONS STILL IN LINE THIS DATE WHO

DID NOT RECgVE NUMBERS INCLUDING THE ABOVE MENTIONED

SCHOOL TEACHERS BEGAN DISPERSING AT FOUR THIRTY PM .

A NUMBER OF PERSONS WHO HAD RECEIVED NUMBERS BUT WHO

HAD NOT ENTERED TO BOARD FOR PURPOSE OF FILLING OUT

APPLICATION BEGAN DISPERSING FROM THE COURTHOUSE

AT FOUR PM AND THE AREA AROUND THE DAL9 COUNTY COURTHOUSE

WAS CLEAR AS OF FOUR THIRTY PM, MANY OF THESE RETURNING

TO THE AREA OF BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH AND FIRST

BAPTIST CHURCH ON SYLVAN STREET.

A MASS MEETING IS REPORTEDLY SCHEDULED AT BROWNS

CHAPEL AME CHURCH TONIGHT AT SEVEN THIRTY PM AND

REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING IS REPORTED TO BE RETURNING

FROM MARION, ALA TO BE THE PRINCIPAL SPEAKER.

END PAGE THREE



PAGE FOUR....

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEYS BRIAN LANDSBERG AND GEORGE

RAYBORN ARE IN SELMA AND BEING ADVISED OF PERTINENT

DEVEL OPMENTS.

END

WA BMS

FBI WASH DC

P



1 2/16/65 '
GENERAL INVESTIGATE DIVISION

Negro mass meetmg held at
Selma evening of 2/15/65. Estimated
attendance 700-750 adults. Dick Gregory,
Negro comedian, and Reverend Ralph
Abernathy spoke to meeting. Reverend
Martin Luther King, Jr., did not speak
at the meeting but he was to spend the night
2/15/65 in Selma at the home of Dr.
Sullivan Jackson.

Negro youths instructed to return
to school and only activity planned for
2/16/65 is the Negro signing of the
appearance book at the court house.

We are keeping the Department
informed on a current basis.



FBI MOBILE

FBI.WASHWDC

FlMOBILER
-12 2p*- PM/CST ?265 25

FROM MBILE 4-557/ P "'n

REMOLE TEETPEFTELEYPE

2FEB 
171965

TO~~~~~~~ REEV*PLCTOStNDTEEPROSVR I N RELACE

FBI WASH DC
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FBI MOBILE

12 2-13 PM CST ???UJRGENT 2/15/65 F LK -

TO DIRECTOR /44-12831/

FROM MOBILE 44-557/ 4P '2{6.t [ jk

REGISTRARS IERS OF DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA.AQT I

DP AGE ON CR - EL

RE MOBILE TELETYPE, FEBRUARY FOURTEEN, LAST.

DALLAS COUNTY BOARD OF REGISTRARS OFFICE OPENED AT NINE

A.M., CST9 TgjIS DATE, AT WHICH TIME SIXTEEN NEGROES AND THREE

WHITES, ALL-OF WHOM HAD PREVIOUSLY RECEIVED NUMBERS, WERE IN

LINE. AS OF TWELVE ZERO ONE P.M., THREE gLVDED E j3H&3YS c~
NUMBERS HAD BEEN ISSUED. APPROXIMATELY SIXTEEN A"VENTEE.

PERSONS WERE ALLOWED INSIDE THE REGISTRARS OFFICElfNITIALLY

TO RECEIVE APPLICATIONS, AND THESE PERSONS WERE B !R EPLNACED

FROM THE LINE AS THEY COMPLETED APPLICATIONSC,,v1%AL

ZERO ONE P.M., WHEN THE BOARD CLOSED FOR LUNCH, NUMBER ONE ,d
EIGHTY THREE HAD ENTERED THE REGISTRARS OFFIC EJ-RCEI'VE"

AN APPLICATION. SIXTY THREE PERSONS HAD BEEN PROCESSED FOR -
REGIgJAfIO IDUS TIME, AND THOSE PERSONS INSIDE THE OFFICE

END PAGE ONEe-;
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PAGE TWO

WHEN THE BOARD CLOSED AT NOON WOULD BE ALLOWED TO FINISH

THEIR APPLICATIONS. THE DESK WHERE PERSONS WERE RECEIVING

NUMBERS ON THE APPEARANCE BOOK, WAS BEING MAINTAINED OPEN

THROUGH THE LUNCH HOUR, TO CONTINUE ISSUANCE OF APPEARANCE

NUMBERS.

BOARD IS SCHEDULED TO REOPEN AT ONE FORTY FIVE P.M.

AT APPROXIMATELY NINE FORTY FIVE A.M., A GROUP OF NEGRO

ADULTS, ESTIMATED AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN HUNDRED, ALSO

INCLUDING TEN TO TWELVE WHITE PERSONS, MARCHED FROM BROWNS

CHAPEL AME CHURCH TO DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE, AND STARTED

A LINE AT THE LAUDERDALE STREET DOOR. DALLAS COUNTY RESIDENTS

WERE ISSUED AN APPEARANCE NUMBER AS THEY ENTERED THE COURT-

HOUSE, AND SIGNED THE APPEARANCE BOOK, AND PERSONS AFTER

RECEIVING THEIR NUMBER FORMED ANOTHER LINE, BOTH LINES

EXTENDING NORTH ALONG LAUDERDALE STREET FOR APPROXIMATELY SIX

BLOCKS. REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KING, WHO LED THE GROUP TO THE

COURTHOUSE, WALKED ENTIRE LENG/OF THE LINE SHAKING HANDS

WITH PERSONS IN LINE. MARCHERS WHO APPEARED IN THIS GROUP

CARRIED SIGNS QUOTE FARMERS UNQUOTE TEACHERS UNQUOTE,

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

QUOTE JAILBIRDS UNQUOTE, AND SIMILAR SIGNS, APPARENTLY DESCRIBING

THE PARTICULAR GROUPS IN THAT SECTION OF THE MARCH. KING WAS

HEARD TELLING NEWSMEN THAT HE PLANNED TO GO TO CAMDEN, ALABAMA,

WILCOX COUNTY, AT ELEVEN THIRTY A.M., AND TO MARION, ALABAMA,

PERRY COUNTY, AT ONE THIRTY P.M.

AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN A.M., A GROUP OF NEGRO YOUTHS,

ESTIMATED AT EIGHT HUNDRED NINETY, MARCHED IN SMALL GROUPS

FROM BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH TO THE COURTHOUSE, WHERE THEY

TURNED ON THE STREET, MARCHING NORTH ALONG THE EAST SIDE OF

LAUDERDALE STREET, AND THEN RETURNING TO BROWNS CHAPEL.

AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN TEN A.M., KING LEFT THE AREA OF THE

DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE AND RETURNED TO BROWNS CHAPEL CHURCH,

WHERE HE HELD A SHORT PRESS CONFERENCE. HE THEN WENT TO THE

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH ON SYLVAN STREET, AND AT TWELVE ZERO ONE

P.M., KINGrIN A SIXTY FOUR GREEN CHEVROLET IMPALA WITH FIVE

OTHERS, LEFT SELMA, APPARENTLY HEADING FOR CAMDEN, ALABAMA,

ON ROUTE FORtY ONE. DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY BRIAN LANDSBERG

AND GEORGE RAYBORN ARE BEING ADVISED OF PERTINENT DEVELOP-

MENTS.

END PAGE THREE

1<
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PAGE FOUR

ON FEB. THIRTEEN, LAST A PETITION FOR W(IT OF HABEAS CORPUS

WAS FILED FOR JAMES L. BEVEL AND FORTYNINE OTHERS WHO WERE

ARRESTED FOR CONTEMPT OF COURT ON FEB. EIGHT, LAST AND SENTENCED

TO FIVE DAYS AND FIFTY DOLLARS FINE. U. S. DISTRICT JUDGE ON

FEB. FIFTEEN, INSTANT ISSUED AN ORDER STAYING THE PAYMENT OF THE

FIFTY DOLLARS FINE, ORDERED THE SHERIFF TO SURRENDER THE BODIES

OF THE PETITIONERS, AND PROVIDED FOR THEIR RELEASE UPON THE POSTING

OF A HUNDRED DOLLAR BOND.

END

WA RPP

FBI WASH DC
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DATE: 2/12/65 .

\ /
-Via AIRTEL d- NFORU TIONN NE9C ,d

-Via AIRT. HEREIN IS UNQLAsSwk
D)ATE Ild-f BY ' ss

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-12831)

FROM: AC, MOBILE (44-557)(P) -

RE: REGISTRAg3FITS, ; -
DAtASCUaJA-M,
VOTING DISCRIMINATION U
CR -EL'.

Reference is made to Mobile airtel dated 2/5/65
transmitting weekly letterhead memorandum.

Enclosed herewith to the Bureau are 10 copies of
weekly letterhead memorandum covering the period through
2/11/65. These weekly letterhead memoranda will be continued
as long as the activity indicates the need therefor.

Copies of this letterhead memorandum are being
disseminated locally to intelligence agencies, to the
Departmental Attorney at Selma, Ala., and to the U. S.
Attorney at Mobile, Ala., who has requested copies of same.

Copies of this letterhead memorandum are also bein
furnished to Atlanta, because of the activity of MARTIN d
LUTHER KING and others connected with the Southern Christial
Leadership Conference in relation to the Selma demonstration

Agents observing the activity
^wt 4v nlay hahand memorandum as

b7C-

~~~~%Nla Z:EC 15-~£~~
C)- Bureau R o)()965

5 - Atlanta (Enos.5)(an).o1 5
7 - Mobile 2 - 44-557)(1 - 157-367, RACIAL SITUATIONs.SE24A ALA.)

1 1- 100-1342, RACIAL SITUATION, STAT-OtF ALAA4 -
' 1 -1 44-1144, VOTER REGISTRATION MATTERS, SELMAs ALA.)

S. .(1 - 157-l92,&pjW0) It'3fj 19o30-l472, REV. MARTIN LUTHER KIN

1965 .b ,7 c , '

7c0

9.

IN,

rer

I

'22's

etc$ & f.A tit"
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On a daily basis, the above information has been
made available at Selma, Ala. to Departmental Attorneys
BRIAN LANDSBERG, GEORGE RAYBORN, or MORTON SKLAR.

N1
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Pleaae Refer to Mobile, Alabama
Fi No. February 12, 1965

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS -. ,
DALLAS COUNTYq ALABAM'.,
VOTING DISCRIMINATION --

The information set forth herein will supplement
the information set forth in letterhead memorandum dated
February 5, 1965:

AT SELMA, ALABAMA:

On February 5, 1965, United States Marshal GEORGE
M. STUART advised that 16 congressmen were due to arrive in
Montgomery, Alabama that morning, and would, thereafter,
travel to Selma, Al1aob to meet with local authorities.

I___advised that the

dweerai consensus o 4pi on was tatte county and city
authorities did not desire to meet with the congressional
group, as they felt it was biased. STUART said that after
the congressmen met with tne city and county authorities,
they would receive complaints from the local citizens regard-
ing the racial unrest. This action is to take place at
3:00 P.M. in the Federal Building in Selma.

At 8:45 A.M., February 5, 1965, Special Agents of
the Federal Bureau Of Investigation observed a Negro mass
meeting beginning at Brown's Chapel AME Church, with about
150 adults in attendance. At the same time, a meeting of
250 to 300 Negro youths began at the First Baptist Church.
At about 11:45 A.M., a group of 74 persons, 71 Negroes
together with two white males and one white female, left
Brown's Chapel AME Church and walked to the Alabama Avenue
entrance of the Dallas County Courthouse, where they were
confronted by Sheriff JAMES G. CLARK. CLARK read an order
from Circuit Judge JAMES A. HARE, and directed the group to

UND'iED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSiiCE



REGISTRARS OF VOTERS 9
DALLAS COUNTY., ALABAMA.,
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

disperse, since court was in session. SouthernChstian
Leadership Conference (SCLC) Staff Member CORDY T',VIVIAN -
was the leader of the group, and he asked to see hp
Registrars Of Voters. VIVIAN made several statements
about CLARK and led the group in prayer., Thereafter, CLARK
informed them that they were under arrest for contempt of
court. He took them to the second floor courtroom of Judge
HARE, where HARE again read them his order. They were taken
to the Old National Guard Amory at about 2:30 P.M., it
being noted that Judge HARE was scheduled to hold a con-
ference at 3:00 P.M. in the courtroom with Alabama Congressmen
who were on the scene, namely, RICHARD DICKINSON, JOHN
BUCHANAN, JIM MARTIN, and GLENN ANDREWS. It was reported
that Judge HARE would dispose of the cases against these
persons charged with contempt of court on that date after
the conference with the Alabama Congressmen.

At about 12:37 P.M. on that date, about 450 Negro
youths left the Firt Baptist Church, separating in groups
if four and five. They proceeded to the county courthouse,
where they lined up on the Lauderdale Street side of the
courthouse. They sang and showed placards relating to voter
registration. Sheriff CLARK read to this group the order of
Judge HARE and directed that the group disperse. They re-
fused to disperse and were placed under arrest by Sheriff
CLAW. at 1:18 PX.M They were then taken to the Old
National Guard Armory, from where they were taken to the
State Prison Camp at Selma.

At 1:12 P.M., MARTIN LUT KING and RALP ABERNATHY
were observed to leave the Se ity Jail, after their bonds >
were posted yReverend L. L.NDERSON and Reverend EDWIN (
L. D.O S. They drove to t residence of Mrs" AMELIA

.. :YNTON, where they were met by a group of 16 congressmen. L
KING announced a press conference at 3:00 P.M. on that date
at Brown's Chapel AME Church. As of 3:30 P.M., February 5,
1965, information was received that some of the delegation
of 16 congressmen had merged with the delegation of Alabama
Congressmen in a closed conference with Judge HARE. Several
of the congressmen were at Brown's Chapel AME Church at the
time.

'.1



REGISTRARS OF VOTERS3
DALLAS COUNTYp ALABAMA,
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

The 71 Negro adults and three white adults arrested
during the day for contempt of court were being released
on $100 parx ardlspismhbonds, if residents of Dallas
County, and $100.00 surety bonds, if non-residents of Dallas
County. As of 5:30 P.M., only 20 of the group were still
being processed, and they were in the process of being re-
leased on bond.

L 7b

the '5DNegro students arrested in the day's demonstrations
being released to their parents on the night of February 5,

1965. The parents had been notified they could pick up their
children at Camp Selma.

MARTIN LUTHER KING made a press release at 3:45 P.M.
on February 5, 1965, stating that he wanted to meet with
President JOHNSON on voter application matters. He said he
and Reverend ABERNATHY had received proper treatment while
in jail in SelIma,

KING spoke at a rally at Brown's Chapel AME Church
on the night o February 5, 1965 for about 30 minutes. He
left the chur at about 10:004PM. and went to the home of
Dr. SULLIV JACKSON in Selma,,where he met with members of
his staff. A tendance atthe7rally at Brown's Chapel AME
Church on that night was 700 to 800 persons, with a large
number of Negro students on the outside. Coverage of the
rally was by J. WILSON BAKER and plainclothes officers. No
incidents were observed or reported in connection with the
rally.

nPe Concerningth Nerrested

n ebruary , ey were re urned
s m A ama rom Camp 'Thomaston, Alabama, and were

processed and released by the Probate Judge.

The 22 persons arrested on February 1, 1965 on
charge of contributing to the delinquency of minors were
released on bond on February 4, 1965. The Negroes arrested
on February 1, 1965 on miscellaneous charges were released
on bond on February 4, 1965.



'V

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS,
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA,
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

At approximately 8:00 A.M., February 6, 1965,
MARTIN LUTHER KING was observed to leave Selma, Alabama,
proceeding to Montgomery, Alabama, where he departed on
Delta Air Lines Flight Number 614 at 9:10 A.M. for Atlanta,
Georgia.

On February 6, 1965 advised that
he had conferred with Assistant Attorney Gneral JOHN DOAR, .'-
and he was trying to arrange a meeting between DOAR and REX
NORTHLUND, President, and FRANK WILSON, Vice President,
Peoples Bank And Trust Company, Selma, who have been in-
fluential in establishing communications between city officials
and local Negro leaders, this being done in an attempt to
bring a halt to the racial activity in Selma.

Special Agents of the Federal Bureau Of Investigation
observed that work shop meetings were held on February 6,
1965 at Hopewell Baptist Church, Tabernacle Baptist Church,
and St0 Paul Church. The meetings were held between 7:00 P.M.
and 9:30 P.M. Attendance at each meeting was approximately
20, and the meetings were not covered by local authorities.
No incidents were observed at any of these meetings.

On the night of February T, 1965, Special Agents
of the Federal Bureau Of Investigation observed a Negro mass
meeting held at the ,Brown's Chapel AME Church between

j!7*O P.M. and 9:4 'P.M. Attendance was about 500. JAMES
, Southe ristian Leadership Conference (SC')_, ~and

FREDERICK DJ E, President, Dallas County Voters League
(DCVL), w:the speakers.~~ BEVEL stressed more demonstrations.
He said it would not be quiet in Selma for a long time. He
was critical of United States District Judge DANIEL H.
THOMAS, calling him a segregationist and alleging that Judge
THOMAS had been conferring with Sheriff CLARK on the side.

On February 7, 1965 advised that
he had told Reverend BEVEL tha elE-11as county Board Of
Registrars would have a book open each day during the coming
week and available for Negroes to sign and receive priority
diumbers for voter registration. The Board Of Registrarsi

-7C
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would allow every Negro who appeared, to fill out registration
forms by July 1, 1965, even if the board had to hQld extra
registration days to do so and amply dge THOMAS'1 b7C
order of February 4, 1965. BEVEL tol that this was
not enough, and that he wanted the regiraion board open
on February 8, 1965; that receiving priority numbers would
not satisfy the Negroes. He said he had instructed the
Negroes to get in lizne on February 8, 1965 and not leave the
courthouse area. He said that he could always get a favorable
ruling froa Judge TUTTLE, in Atlanta, Georgia, if they needed
it, and they did not intend to camply with the order issued
by Judge THOMAS.

Coverage of the meeting on the night of February 7,
1965 was handled by BAKER and plainclothes officers of the
Selma Police Department. No incidents were observed or
reported in connection with the meeting.4?

On February 8, 1965, VICTO ATKINS, Chairman, Dallas
County Board Of Registrars, advised hat the board opened at
9:00 A.M. on that date to allow prospective registrants to
sign a book for priority registration numbers. When the
board closed at 430 P.M. on that date, 13 priority numbers
had been issued, all to Negroes. The next registration date
is set for February 15, 1965.

At approximately 2:30 P.M., February 8, 1965, 50
persons, including 47 Negroes and three whites, arrived at
the county courthouse, and we confronted by Mr. ATKINS at
the Office Of The Board Of Registrars, who informed them
individually that registration was not in progress, but each
could sign the priority registration book. Reverend JAMES
BEVEL was their leader0 After ATKINS spoke to each individual,
the persons went outside of the courthouse and again joined
the group. Sheriff CLARK arrested BEVEL at 2:39 P.M., charging
him with contempt of court. At 2:45 P.M., Sheriff CLARK read
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an order of Judge HARE to the other 49 persons, calling upon
them to sign the book or disperse. They refused to do so,
and were placed under arrest by Sheriff CLARK on charge of
contempt of court.

These 50 persons were brought before Judge JAMES
A. HARE, found guilty on contempt of court charges, and were
sentenced on the same date to face 5 days in jail and pay a
$50.00 fine0

A group of 219 Negro students arrived in 12 groups
at the county courthouse between 3:39 P.M. and 3:58 P.M.
They held placards relating to voting and stood quietly by
the ourthouse until 4:19 P.M., when they left for the

wn'OU s Chapel AME Church. As the line started breaking
Aeri eted three Nae

570C

were hel on open c arges, toe
-y Judge The se thre- a*ered to beth

leaders of the Nea* * a
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Special Agents of the Federal Bureau Of Investigation
observed a Negro mass meeting at Brown's Chapel AME Church on
the night of February 8, 1965 grom 7:30 P.M. to 10:15 P.M.
Reverend L. L. ANDERSON was the principal speaker, and he
criticized the arrest of 50 Negroes, including Reverend BEVEL,
on that date. The attendance was between 500 and 600 Negroes,
mostly adults. At the same time of this meeting, approxi-
mately 250 to 300 Negro students met at the First Baptist
Church, which meeting broke up around 9:15 P.M. The meetings'
were covered by J. WILSON BAKER and plainclothes officers.
Two Sheriff's Department cars and one state police car patroled
the area. No incidents were observed or reported in connection
with either of these meetings.

an
arrested n a afternoon by
leased on the same date witho

h e e - a * o
who were

In connection wt1th the 50 persons who were arrested
on February 8, 1965 by the Sheriff's Office for contempt of
court, it was observed that while en route to the courthouse,
they passed out throw-away copies of the following:

"We are protesting the right to freely
register and vote.

"The order issued by Judge Thomas does not
deal with the problem of the Negro disenfranchis-
ment, which is the problem to which our demonstra-
tions have been and are addressed.

"If Negroes are required to sign a list, this
is mere racial discrimination on the grounds that
high percentage of white voters were registered
without haveing to sign it, so that in fact this
measure becomes a procedure for Negro registration
applicants.

wl Ark
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"Moreover, this procedure of 'signing up' is
another cumbersome unnecessary device for no pur-
pose other than keeping down demonstrations while
not dealing in good faith toward allowing all of
the peope to become registered voters. There is
no reason for such a procedure any more than there
is a reason why the registrars office should be
closed most of the time. This is another one of
many gimmicks such as vouchers, etc. to keep
Negroes disenfranchised. People of other states
register by signing their names.

"The movement will not be discontinued until
such time as we realize our objective of gaining
the right to freely register and vote. WE MUST
INSIST THAT:

"1. The only requirements for voting be age
and residence. (Eliminate literacy tests, poll
taxes, vouchers, etco because they were instituted
fo the Enago of keeping Negroes from the vote.)

"2. The registrars office to be open six days
a week. Night registration and community registra-
tion should be started in order to serve working
people who cannot miss work.

"3. Sufficient numbers of deputy registrars
(some Negro) should be put on so that everyone who
comes to register can do so.

"4. Registration is a normal and important
function in society and should be readily available
to the citizen without burden of irregular practices
such as the office being open infrequently, complicated
numbering system, waiting periods before knowing
whether you are registered, etc. Any person should
be able to register without harassment, duress or
extreme inconvenience.".



REGISTRARS OF VOTERS,
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA,

-VOTING DISCRIMINATION

On the morning of February 9, 1965, the Board Of
Registrars opened at 9:00 A.M. to allow anyone to sign
the book to obtain a number for priority when registration
opens again. It was stated the board would be open through
the lunch hour and until 4:30 P.M,, when the board would close.
At 4:30 P.M., February 9, 1965, Numbers 14 through 34 had
been issued, all to white persons, Numbers 1 t*-
ing been issued the previous day to Negroes0
advised on February 9, 1965 the total absente-0 * # *
schools in the Selma area is approximately 1200.

k7e6
676

On February 9, 1965, a telepms addressed to the
Federal Bureau Of Investigation, Selma, Alabama, was re-
ceived from 33 individuals, whose address was listed as
5514 University, Chicago, Illinois, reading as follows:

"We the students of University Of Chicago urge
that federal intervention now essential be used
in Selma, Alabama -to prevent further violence
and illegal arrests such as occurred on 8th of
February."



REGISTRARS OF VOTERS,
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA~,

-VOTING DISCRIMINATION

At approximately 12:52 P.M., February 9, 1965, a
group of 73 Negrc students arrived at the county courthouse
and lined up on Lauderdale Street. Signs were displayed
concerning registration. Sheriff's deputies and city police
in the area appeared to ignore them, and they left at
2:45 P.M., going to Brown's Chapel AME Church. At about
2:38 P.M., another group of Negro students left Brown's Chapel
AME Church and joined with the group, leaving the courthouse.''
The two groups, totaling about 234, went back to the courthouse,
where they remained until shortly after 3:00 P.M. They did
not sing or otherwise demonstrate, but displayed handprinted
signs. At approximately 1:30 P.M., sheriff's deputies arrested
three Negro males for contributing to the delinque of

n or and they took the' u*.n.They were

On the night of February 9, 1965, a Negro mass
meeting was observed being held at the Brown's Chapel AXE
Church, attended by about 500 W 550 Negroes. The meeting

ted from 7:30 P.M. until about 10:30 P.M., with rRED
HUTTLESWORTH eing the main speaker. A Negro student

group of about 250 to 300 held a rally during the same time
at the First Baptist Church. Police officers, under J.
WILSON BAKER, covered both meetings, and no incidents were
observed or reported in connection with either meeting.

On the morning of February 10, 1965, the Board Of
Registrars opened at 9:00 A.M. No Negroes were waiting in

line to sign the priority book. When the Board Of Registrars
closed at 4:30 P.M. on that date, Numbers 35 through 54 had
been issued, all but one of which were issued to white persons.

10
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The 9 persons arrested by the Sheriff~s Office on
February 9, 1965 for contributing to the delinquency of
minors were released on $200.00 bond on -n :.

At 11:52 A3M., February 10, 1965, a group of
Negro students marening in small groups left Brown's Chapel
AME Church for the courthouse, The last group arrived by
12:15 P.M., and approximately 173 were standing in front
of the courthouse. At that time, the students held up signs
dealing with voter registration. The leader appeared to be
Reverend L. L. ANDERSON, Pastor of the Baptist Tabernacle
Church. After about an hour, the group left the courthouse
and went bazk to the church. Sheriff CLARK and Director Of
Public Safety J. WILSON BAKER were on the scene, but no
arrests took place, and no disturbances were observed.

At 2:14 P.M., February 10, 1965, a number of
Negro studrits marched from Brown's Chapel AXE Church to the
courthouse and lined up on both the Lauderdale Street and
the Alabama Avenue sides. They displayed small signs
urging voter registration. There were 90 in one group and
71 in the other group. At about 2:54 P.M., Sheriff CLARK
came out of the courthouse and told the students to "move
out". The students left the courthouse in single file, the
sheriff leading the group. They proceeded down Alabama
Avenue to River Road. CLARK marched at the head of the
group, until his car was brought to him. Sheriff's posse
members were on the flanks of the students and in the rear,
and, intermittently, they would urge the students to run.
After they had gone about 2.3 miles on the River Road, which
leads to the Fraternal Order Of Police Lodge, some of the
students broke out of line and ran toward a farm house, and
then all of the students broke and ran to the fields and the

g7-C.
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DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA,
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

fam houses in the area, Sheriff CLARK had previously told
his deputies to let anyone who was tired drop out of the
line. After the students dispersed, the sheriff and his
deputies returned to h, cou thouse. At about 4:00 P.M0, K76
Sheriff CLARK told that he had arrested these
marchers for truanc.y an washing them to the Fraternal
Order Of Police Lodge when they escaped. He did not know
any of their names or what he intended to do,, now that they
nad escaped,

At approximately 4:58 P.M., February 10, 1965, a
group of approximately 170 Negroes came to the county
courthouse frcm Browr.)s Chapel AME Church. No signs were
displayed. The group stood along the Alabama Avenue side of
the courthouse uritil abo 5:16 P.M., when they began to
disperse, Sheriff CLA was observed to leave the courthouse
at about 5:00 POIM

advised on
February s [o!)nrat he was oba -st ofe7b
who were on the River Road marh,.
advised on February 10, 1965 that 2esat
Negro males were treated by a doctor after their return from
the marsh.

± tne night of February 10, 1965, Negro mass meetings
were held t Brownvs Chapel AME Church and First Baptist Church.
Approxim-tely 500 to 575 adults were at the Browngs Chapel
AME Chu h, and 400 to 450 youths were at the First Baptist
Church. TIN LUTHER KING arrived at Brown's Chapel AME
Chure t about 8:10 P.M. A short time later, he and Reverend
AND ,YOUNG went to the First Baptist Church- spoke to the
yout - /and then returned to Brown's Chapel Church.
SILAS ORMAN, SNCC Project Director, or t zed the Federal
BiresG Of Investigation for not protect the children in
the day's march0 SOLC Worker RICHARD, ONE was critical of
Sheriff CLARK in connection with the arch. KING spoke for
about 20 minutes concerning the necessity of changing laws
in relation to voter registration. The meeting broke up at
about 10:45 P.M, They had been covered by police officers

12
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under J. WILSON BAKER, Director Of Public Safety, and no
disturbances were observed or reported in connection
therewith.

On February 10., 1 5., the Sheriffus Officeb7
arrested three N ,oes for ontributi t the delin uen
of minorse.

r pos g , 00bond.

Or. February 10, 1965, in the vicinity of Brown's
Chapel AME COnch, Sylvan Street, Selma, Alabama, a blue
participation form was observed being handed out to various
students whcth reads as follows:

"PARTICIPATION FORM

"Az tne movement moves on it is necessary
to achieve great er organization to maintain
moior. nicat on and transportation are
the most important Problem: To have a good
mo-vement everyone must know what is happening.
People from al3 over must be picked up in the
moriAng t, participate and returned home at night.
The movement must have the help of everyone in
every way they can help. Please print ---

"Name

"Address

"Phone Number Ward Number

"I will prove the following assistance. (Check
the way you can help)

"1 I can take care of children in my home _

"2. I can go to other homes and take care of children .

"3. I can drive my car in the evening to take people
home .

13
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"4. I can let my car be used in the morning ,
evening__

"5. I have no car but can drive in the morning ,
evening 0

"6. I can drive my car in the morning to pick up
people

"7. I have a telephone and-would like to be used
on the telephone committee .

"8o I haie a telephone and would let someone else
use it; in the movement .

"9. I will prepare and bring food .

"10.I will put up property for bonds 0

"l.1 I will canvass -

"SNCC DCVL SCLC"

On the nt ht February 10, 1965, _____

advised that information had been
"ee"* *oup o Negroes, including P. L. LINDSEY,
Public Relations Officer, Selma University, met. A committee
was named and was preparing a telegram to President JOHNSON
requesting that federal troops be sent to Selma, Alabama.
He said the telegram would be sent on the night of February 10,
1965 or on the morning of February 11, 1965.

On February 10, 1965, WILLIAM J. O'C0NNon,'clerk,
United States District Court, 'Mobile, Alabama advised that
Attorneys PETER HALL, NORMAN d. AMAKER, and CHARLES H. JONES,
JR. filed a petition for a writ of habeas corpus in case
entitled "CHARLES R. STALLWORTH; ET AL, PETITIONERS, Versus
JAMES G. CLARK, SHERIFF, DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA"; Civil
Action 3576-5. This petition was filed on February 5, 1965.
The petitioners were 26 of those arrested on February 1, 1965
and February 2, 1965 at Selma, Alabama, who were charged and

14
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convicted for contempt of court by the Dallas County Circuit
Court and sentenced to five days and payment of $50.00 fine.
The petitioners were1.ited as follows:

CHARLES STALLWORTH/
JULIUS-JACKSON

CHARLES JZxWALKao
THAPHILU GRA SMITH
CHARLE3oVAGER
ADELI !ZNORWOOD
JANI CEMcC MOLL

> WILLIAt-KWSON
JAMESeaICHARDS

'R "ES NERk/
,. BEZELL-ROSS

AND?9'iRUGGS
GENEVA-* ONES
BERNICE4ELLLY
JOHN In- 8MITH

L79- ARTHU1VEWART -
DRAYTEN M Q.-TRUDIVAND
LINDSEY B .-4 SON
MzWILLIEO
VIVIA~;RPkR
EVA LOUIS IM OUGH
BINNIE R SON

United States District Court, Mobile, Alabama,
'denied this petition on February 9, 1965, in that it appeared
that there was no attempt to comply with the requirements of
Section 2250, Title 28, United States Code. This ruling was
appealed on February 9, 1965 to the 5th Circuit Court Of
Appeals. On the same date was filed an application for a
stay of the payment of the $50.00 fines, pending the appeal.
Judge THOMAS did not rule on this application.

15
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An article in the February 11, 1965 issued of
The Mobile Press, an afternoon daily newspaper published
at Mobile, Alabama, reported that the 5th Circuit Court Of
Appeals had turned down the request for release of these
26 persons, but said a hearing is needed; and directed
Judge THOMAS to hold one.

Departmental Attorney BRIAN LANDSBERG, on scene at
Selma, Alabama, on February 10, 1965, requested one of the
six persons arrested by the Dallas County Sheriffus Office
on February 9, 1965 for "Contributing To Delinquency Of A
Minor" be interviewed. He requested that it be determined
from this interviewee if they were en route to Selma, Alabama
from Orrville, Alabama when arrested, and, if so, the purpose
of their march. It was also requested that the high school
frcm where the Orrville students marched be determined.

On February 10, 1965, of
labama, was interview Bureau Agents.
stated that on February 9, 1965 he was driving

a group Keith High School students to Selma, Alabama
in order that they could participate in the march planned
for February 9, 1965. Chief Deputy Sheriff L. C. CROCKER,
of the Dallas County Sheriff9 *topped his car near
Orrville, Alabama and placededunder arrest for
contributing to the delinquency of a minor. The other
students were told to the car and to return to
school- at Orrvilled. advised that at the time
he was stopped he was s way to Brown's Chapel AME
Church, Selma, Alabama.

LANDSBERG was orally furnished the results of
this interview on February 10, 1965, and he stated that this
was the information he desired.

On the morning of February 11, 1965, Special Agents
of the Federal Bureau Of Investigation observed MARTIN LUTHER
KING leave Montgomery, Alabama by Eastern Airlines Flight
Number 322 at 8:00 A.M.

16
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A group of Negro students were observed to assemble
at Brown's Chapel AME Church at about 8:25 A.M. on February 11,
1965. They were observed to go in and out of the church
until about 1:00 P.M., when the meeting broke up without any
demonstrations.

On February 11, 1965, Probate Judge BERNARD H.
REYNOLDS, who handles juvenile matters, advised that hearings
for all persons charged with contributing to the delinquency '
of minors were set for 2030 P.M. on ebruary 11, 1965, but
were postponed to 2:30 P.Mo "ary 18, 1965, at the re-
quest of Negro Ath.czny P TCirc.uit Judge JAMES A.
HARE advised on February 11, 1965 that hearings for all
persons not previously handled on contempt of court charges
are set for February 16, 1965, but that Negro Attorne P ER

At 3:20 P.M. on February 11, 1965, a group of Negro
youths marched from Brown's Chapel AME Church to the court-
house, the total of this group being estimated at 400. The
F oup remained lined up in front of the courthouse until
4:30 P.M., when they marched once around the block, knelt,
and said prayers for a few minutes, and then dispersed,
beginning at 4:45 P.M.

The Selma Times Journal, a daily newspaper pub-
lished at Selma, Alabama, in its issue of February 11, 1965,
contained an editorial critical of the Dallas County
Sheriff's Office concerning the River Road march of Negro
teen-agers on February 10, 1965. The editorial indicated
that the Selma citizens have an important decision to make,
and that public opinion demands the end of these disorders
and also realistic solutions to their problems.
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The Dallas County Board QtRegistrars remained open
throughout the day until 4:30 PM., and during the day Priority
Registration Numbers 55 through 73 had been issued to persons
who signed the Priority Book, all being whites except one.

No Negro mass meeting was scheduled for the night
of February 11, 1965.

r nnig ofIebruab-

Ii I.I~at RverendN
.SCStaff Member, who has been in the Dallas County

Jail under sentence of five days and $50-00 fine on a contempt
of court conviction, had shortly before been removed to the
Burwell Infirmary in Selma, Alabama, reportedly suffering from
a virus infection and possibly may have a slight case of
pneumonia.

and
both advised on te night of February 11, 1965 that in-
formation available to them indicated that BEVEL is being
guarded in the infirmary, and has leg shackles attached to
his ankles.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO Assistant Attorney General DATE: 2/16/65

CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION
FROm Director, FBI

SuojECT: REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS COUNTY ALABAAA,
VOTING DISCRIMINATION
CIVIL RIGHTS- ELECTION LAWS

Reference is made to . my __ memorandum dated L/5/i5
(your file ).

There is enclosed one copy of)0000DV0L0 =
KgKK a letterhead memorandum dated fZ1 /65
at Mobile*

A. [ This covers the preliminary investigation and
no further action concerning a full investigation will be taken
by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. LI The investigation is continuing and you will
be furnished copies of reports as they are received.

C. [= The investigation requested by you has now
been completed. Unless advised to the contrary no further in-
quiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [=] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Depart-
ment, no investigation will be conducted in this matter unless
specifically directed by the Department.

E. El Please advise whether you desire any further in-
vestigation.

F. i This is submitted for your information and you
will be advised of further developments.

0. [J This is submitted for your information and no
- further investigation will be conducted unless specifically re-

quested by the Department.

H. [- This covers the receipt of a complaint and no
further action w11 be taken by this Bureau unless the Department 7
so directs. NOTE: This will confirm information furn on a

- daily basis to Mr. Chad Quaintance, CRD, by SA
Enc. Copies also have been furnished to G-2. ONI 0,an nterna

Security Division of the Dept. Also encloseA is a set of photographs
taken at Selma, Ala. between 1/18/65 and 2/5/65.



RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL.
(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC)
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186

Unrecorded serial dated2j5 5 pulled from this file
under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis
Smith, Jr., %nd sent to National Archives.


