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Transmit the following in [Type mn planics o 2ode) ,
ATRTEL AIRMAIL
(Priority)
______________________________________________ )
TO: DIRECTCR, FBI (44-12831) M ’ : Cl/f"l ? 77
FROM: SAC, MOBILE (44—557)

SUBJECT: REGISTRATION OF VOTERS O- \370 A
DALIAS COUNTY, ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION <
CR - ELGS&&ﬁz;:c?‘/df//’/’q°“

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau is one cop
each of the following items as made available on 2/U4/65
by WILLIAM J. O'CONNOR, Clerk, U.S. District Court, Mobile,
Ala.:

CIVIL ACTION # 3572-65, dated 2/3/65
entitled Martin Luther King; Et AL vs.
Wilson Baker, Et Al

(1) Motion for Temporary Restraining Order
(2) Complaint and Supporting Exhibits
(3) Motion for Preliminary Injunction

(4) Order Denying Motion for Temporary
Restraining Order.

CIVIL ACTION #3560-65, dated 2/3/65
entitled State of Alabama vs. Amelia P.
Boynton; Et Al

(1) Motion for Stay of Remand Order
Pending Appeal (Relating to Annie Lee

Cooper and Stanley Leroy WfBep) 7,25?2,
:’%__%?-.3*- Bure E,\Q)@)(RM}‘}} o }N/—— /2 83] e
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2} Notice of -Appeal by Cooper. .and Wise -
to U, 8, Bogrc of Appeala for. ‘che 5.
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) Q% THE UNITED suftg stmm my S
"% PR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA -

NORTHERN DIVISION

-v »..Aer erER‘Km;, i . RALPH. $
(

CANATHY, and REV. LOUIS Lib ERSON -
n behalf of themselves and all %’gxcrs - o 35 '72. 15

§imi.uxly situated, -

T

e

-

Plaintiffs, * ,
v, Lie @

WILSON BAKER, individually, and as Sy @
~Digector of Public Safety, City of il >
Selma, Alabama; e =3
VICTOR B, ATKINS, A. C. ALLEN and J. R. BIBB,: i ™ b‘/
individually and as members of the Board ' - tz;
of Voter Registration, Dallas Qounty, ™™ 3 "

Alabana; BERNARD A. » Chairman: . B 7S
and JCHN DDE and RICHARD ROE e A
individually and as members 5f the Board : S
of Revenue, Dallas County, Alabama, ¥fd - -

all persons in active concert and™ s -

participation with them,
Defendants. )

— e - —— e

MOT ION FOR TEMPORARY RESTRAINING
ORDER

Plaintiffs move this court for a temporary restraining
c:d-r, without notice, restraining defendants, and each of
them, thei- agerts, cervants, employees, successors, and all
persons in active concert and participation with them from:

(A} Preventing or interfering, by arrest o-t threat of
arrest, with plaintiffs and mnbc:s of their class peacefully
assembling, marching, and dtoonstrating st any time in the City
of Selma, Ahbana. to ptm:t thi! puctlc“ of the Board of
Voter Registnticn of Dallas C;‘Ity, Allbm. 'y R

- {®) Rofuilng or falling to kesp open the votet uglttn*ie
of%ic; in tlu Dallas County Coﬁi‘?ﬁoﬁii‘. Setww, Ahbm, ‘for at
least eight houtc _per day, slx hys pcr week, every waek in the
,rca:, for tﬁe ﬁurpote of :egl:tulng quanﬂod voters of Danas

a2% s .s,,{

(‘omty, Al*bam, .
- R
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g;gntcd pcading hea: i.ng

P.te;tp’lr;atx q: fnterlocut-
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,wf‘. Tho c:ltlcal guestton gxesented h ua injunction against
further n:ésts and thnats of azrut by Wilson Baker. the
Ditcctoz of Public Safety, and hil subordinates, of Negro and

,‘z‘ei

white citizens attempting to carry on peaceful demonstrations in
pxotcst‘of the practices and proceduies of the Dallas County
Board of Voter Registration., I1f these arrests are not enjoined,
irreparable injury will result sincéiéiaiﬁtlffs'xights to free-
dom of speech and of petition will be stifled and virtually des-
troyed by the incarceration of the leaders and participants of
the demonstrations and by the butdag of meeting bail.

Similarly, if the Dallas County Board of Voter Registration
is notr immediately enjoined from continuing its present practices
cf limit-d hours and limited numbers of applicants, many mcmoors

of plaintiffs' class of qualified voters will not have the chanca

to register before upcoming elections, thus suffering lrreparable

. - - - :

injury. . ’ ,:1 ‘u‘vu_' -l |
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: k T by%a e’!uy Toue il of tho cny of
N lub ‘that Soction 02 of t.o 19%; Code of tho City
S&I!!n Alabang,, ‘sntitled "iron Porrits Hoquircd for Porades
amd h'oeoasnma “ds and t'bo samo 1s hore’syy anondod to road oq
“ti‘“ - a:

5 1~ "It shell bo unlawrul to orpenizo or hold, or to assist
in orgpnlzinc or holdin;, or to tavo pnrt or participate in, any
parado or procossion or othor pudblic doonstration on tho strceots
or othor public ways of the City, unless a permit theroforo has
boon soecured from the Council,

To socure such porrit, writtan arrlication shall bs nade
to tho Coumeil, setting forth the probable number of porsons,
vohiclcs and onimels which will b2 c¢rg52~-d in svch rarado, pro-
cession or othar punlic dermonstration, tlhtz:rw'poss for which it
is tc be hold or had, 9nd the straocts or oth r pudblic wars over,
alonn or in which it is desirsd to hovo or hold such per-de, rro-
cession or other public doronstration. The Council sbnll -rant
a writtcn por+~it for such parade, rrocaasion or onthor rwubhlice
deenstration, prescribin~ the stroats or other public ways
wihich mary bo 1ged therefore, unless in i*s judgement thsa rublle
wolfarc, pcmaco, 8afoty, hecelth, docency, good order, —orals or
convenience require that 1t de roefrsed. It shell be unlawful
to use for such purﬂosn any other stroets or public weys than
those set out 1n sald pormit,

Tho rroviasions c¢f tX!s ord’ranco, howcvor, shnll not
apply to funcr~l procossions,

Any norson, flrm or corporation wio ah~1ll violate any
provision of this ordinance shall be z31lty of 2 misdomcanor
apninst the City ol 3Jclnia end sholl bo nmunishobls Ly 2 fure of
not losa than ono Jdolla» nor :ore than onc 1rtdred dollars 2nd
may bo Imprisoned or'Santcrncod to ward labor for not -orec than
onc hundrod cizhty Jaeys, ono or both, at tha dlscrotion of the
Rocerdor,”

AD0PTD by the CIty Council of tho City of Solnz, Alabana,
on this the 13 davy of April, 1C63.

.

ATTRST @ .o We L. Stondeniira
IRZSTDINY OF CNOICIL

Ce Co Ward
CITY CLERK LPFRCVTED:

Chris B. Ycina
¥ayor
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!oforo Mo u
‘fibt.ry in snd ror the County of Dalles, 8tate

o Alebers d14 eppear 4&!;/. Raanawr

lni having been sworn upon his oath did depose end say;

I am a2 resldent of Dallas County &labama, So fer asr I

" ¥now I have all of those qualifications nscessary to

become a regietered voter im Dellaes County,I am employed

and have duties which occupy me fully and require my atteri=nce
L4

durlqg;all 5f the business hours of the 3=y, I have st-yod

in line several times to be reglstered., At 3ll thnse

times I wag not ragistered because the line moved tocelowly

to permit my entrence to the regietrar's office, I cannot

be certaln as to what days, nor whet hour during those

dayc 1 will in the future he able to sbsent myself from

my duties ln an attemot to be recistered. It is my beliefl

A

that the nresent regicstration proceeds at far too slow a

pace =»ni I believe thet the restriction of registration

to so few days willl g-eatly inhibit end Jeopesrilze my

onportunity to hecome a registered voter in tne future,

— ;

*» before me tais ég:a" day of February

-. 1y commlssion expires mm 3 /¢‘£
/

Sign-ture, W é. ZW

Sicned

Fyuisim & ()
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" .. Before me . , @ notary public in and
oo the so Pl cL Dallss, State o aba~s did appoar PFrei

Sallace who, having been sworn, upon his oatl: did depcse
and aa7:

- name is Fred Wallace. I am a staff member of the NAACP
Legal Defense and Educational Pund. !ty dutles in Selna lLiave
been to obsorve the events in Selma related to the attempts

of Negroes to x register to vote since the handing down by
Judge Thomas of a temporary restraining order 1last weelt.
Tirsuant to these duities I was at Brown Chapel on the morning
of ¥Wonday, PFebruary 1, 196S.

At 10:45 that morning a greup ef Negroes and a few whites
tetaling approximetely 260 peeple assembled eutside the church.
They were organized into & line with the people standing two
abreast. The line was headed by Rev. Reece and Dr. King. Rev.
Abernathy snd Rev. Anderson were immedlately behind them.

T™he group walked slowly up Sylvan St. toward Selma Ave. There
was no set amount ef space between pairs and the group was
fairly tightly spaced. There was no traffic on the asldewalks

and there was little traffic en the street ether than pelice
vehicles.

Wren the group arrived at the corner of what 1 belleve is Zelma

and Sylvan 3trcets, 1t was met by Public Safety Commissioner Paker.
The line headed by Dr. King, stooped in frout »f Mr. Baker, This
was at 10:5C, PRaker sald eomething to the effect that the group
constituted a deliberate attempt to violate the narade ordinance,
tie srderel them to disperse and to break un into small groups,

Or. King an-sered him to the effect that the =mctivity in wnich

tn=2y were n-esently engaged was protected by the firet amendment

to the Constitution of the United States and that the Supremne

Court n23d neld that in similar situatlions, parade ordlneonces

coulld not be ucsed to interfere with such constitutionally protected
activities, King indicated the intent of the grouo to proceed.
PBaker mnved up the street t> where goproximnately 17 volicemen

were walting. The group moved one more block up Sylvan to

Alabhena Street and took a right ontn Alabame St. Apcroximately

a block from this irtersection, they came face to face with

Comm, Baker whn 3t 10:57 told them that they were each arwnd everyone
urder arrest for parading without a permit, The group was then
marched under zrrest to the back of the jaillhouce, Approximctely

a Floc¥ =way,

At noon I was in attendance across the street from the Lauderdale
er.cr=~nce of the courthouse, At 12:05, fifteen young i.egroc:
capprying elygne, anerred from the Alabema side »f the courthouse
-1y mrrcned cingle file up the Lzuderdale sile of the courtqouse,
Trey were about 10 ft, 2part, They were not slinging, nor ma2klng
an, nolse, por causing othercs to make noise, nor blocklng a.y
tr £fiz, osedestrian or otherwise, They walked 1n this manner for
~~X177tely 1% minutes without being disturbed, At 12:20,
+ - °f Clarke eoproachea znd stooved the group near the steps
' Laiderizle entrance of the courthousc, He read sometning
- ~. Arimrently he gave them come time to disper<e for he
~uoar fown from nils eyec and sto041 and 17oked ot them
woment<, Tane nickets turned their signs towerd the
> trot tre ‘notozranhers could get a mese picture of the
"h2y were ap .»rently then p2aced unier arre=t, Then
t- Topen to ALgA sing "aln't gonna let nohody turn m=
i". They stonoed for sbout 3C secondes anid then ctarted =again,
- scre tren taken into the courthouse at 12:22, A&t 12:50, eroups
0¢ fru» #:1 fiPe hegroes began tn descend on the courthouss with
gr= 4 Tre suency, They ware 2ll shunted into waltinsy bures by
r- e =2~} fe men, There were simoly hundrede,

s er_Zned (Yalluce
nd
“his ;Z.f day of Eebruary
ou eynirer 3,/ f"

e ot tetore ~e
T T, Ny CZTW1SSL f))
Slet 2 urm-




' Uallqs County Voters League, I feel, and mepy otgerc< in

the community si-silerly feel, that degroes are not regcictered
in_nearly the numbers that they should Y2, 3Becauge of thir

we heve and ilntend to encourage MNegroes in the community

to vote, Jliven the character of our communlity, thi-~

encouragemnent almost necersarily imoliee that I ani others

1ike me accompany some of these peorle to rhe repiatrar's

of®ice, Given the interert that hae beer. create2 2mans

our peodle in registering, 2ni given the gsreat nUmbers trzt

“re nrot regirtered, the groups thet I 2ri1 otuz-c lilke me

might te accompxnying to the courthouse ~re likely to te

large, 1 2m awzre of the events trat 123 to the arrest

of Dr. M- rtin Luther Kirg on +onasy, Februsry 11, 19fc,

To my unjerstending, he was doing little other tnar 1

irtend to 4o i the future, in ec f-r ac accompinying

potertial registrante to the courthouse, 1 d5 not wish

tc %e arrested nor harrased by the oolise, 1in tnis 1 4o

nHt feel *nat 1 am any different than otners of a llke

mindi with myvsel®, Houever, I do feel that should I attempt

t. -mcHhurage Negrozes to regirter by Aaccomnarnvinc them to

_- _artnouse, 1 wlll be arrestel,

Gt (e PoiilZ
T

Sworrn tuo before me this 49y of rebi~u  ry

19715, My commission exoirer 7774!54 2 {z é 7

Stign-cure, %2 77 c' Zi/ ﬁ é -

c— .

ey, Si:ned

EXwigim £ 2
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priordblé Joseph Sitherrmn

3 Honmoradls J. Wilson Bgker
: - “She Honorable James G. Clerk

: “:r.,*z’f!qm » Alsbéma

v Lw‘_'fq: ..

’@% Gentlengns :

£ o y e

f . , The order entered by the United States District Court

.son Jannary 30, 1965, in the csse styled Amelis Boynton, et al,

‘we James G. Clark, et al, civil action no. 3559-65, provides,

in part, that three classes of perscns sre entitlod to elther

repgister, assist in resistoring, as vouchers, or ercourage

roristration. Those rersons sre also entitled to peacefully
assemble in the vicinity of the courthouse.

. Large numboers of qualified Neproes remain unregistered

in Delles County, and lerse numbers of persnns aro anxious
thet  thev be promptly re~istered. On Wondey, February 1,
1965, these persons will procoed in & peaceful and ~rd-rly
rennor frorm 3rown Chapel A.M,%. Church on Sylven Street,
tvo sbreast, The line will turn ri-ht end continue down the
wost side of Alebarma Street to Lsudoerdale, and enter the
courthousc fromn tho Laudordale Strect ontranco. The ~roup
will obecerve 8ll traffic sisnales ard will consclonciously
avoid interferrin; with the flow of podcstrlan trafflc on
routo.

We arc nindful of the nrouleris inheront in tho moverent
of lar~o nucers of rorsons from nlaco to placo and of the
richtful Interest and concorn of goverarnontal autioritics for
ro~ulating such novenont with tho least possible »ublic incon=
vanienco., Howevor, we do iIntond to prococod to the courtiouse,
to line ur there in accordenco with the order of Judse Thérmas,
and to petition the suthoritiecs 1n the natter of the slownocss
of the rczistration. Wo do not wlsh to be intcrirrr33d-with
by the city or County pclice officers, so lon~ as we Aaprroach
the courthouse in a ressorahle mannr. If wo are intsrfzrred
with, wo will consider such interfrrance contomrt of Judre
Tho~ag!'! order snd will rrocacd accordincsly 2s the ordar btars
interference with arynme asctirz in concert with the named
defardants, For thls roeson we have ircluded in this latter
copiss of tho amondment to Judee Thomas'! order and these should
ha sufficiont notice of the ri~hts beinm here asserted,

Certairly, the movement of perscns within the context of
reaceful exrressicn, as shcovo outlinnd, docs nnt constituté
a2 rarsde. I'or 1s this notice intended ss ar spplication for
a rarade rorrit. ™e will attcmrt to nrcco>xd as rasscrally
23 rossiblo in our apnronch tn tho cn.rthouse., Any atto-pt
to unrnasonably Intorfcro #ith our processicrn under the ~uise
of onforconent of tho Solwa 7arsde crdinancd con o=l be
cernstrucd 25 an attanpt to restrics tuc prodoss cf rnsistr-tion,
and consoquenly in contempt of tho Dis' ri:¥ Courtis ordcr,

Si-nod-

E)(H[B T A




fHE BOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA

-~

.- WORTHERN DIVIBION ~ "' ~ ", =
e e T L e e *
e 31 'Lf'f LroL
5 S ¥ "
N " “ LT 3 ’-:',;
'WARTIN LOUTHER KING, JR.,, REV. RALPH - v
. 10Uis LIdYD ANDERSON o0 ¢ &

&mm. and RBV
:bi 1f of themselves and all others similarly H

"’ H
™ - ) ,

Y . ' Plaintiffs,
Ve $

WILSON BAKER, individually, and as Director ]
of Public Sa}oty, City of Selma, Alabamaj

VICTCR B. ATKINS, A. C. ALLEN and J. R. BIBB,
individually and as members of the Board of s
Voter Registration, Dallas County, Aladama;

3
LY

BERNARD A. REYMNJLDS, Chairman, and JOHMN DOE

and RICHAR.E ROE L

indiviceally and as members of the Board of

Revenus, Dallas County, Alabama, their agents, 3

servants, euployees, successors and all persons

in acclve concert and participation with 3
thenm,

3

- Defendants.

iy
To The Honorable Judge of the District Court in the Southern District
3. Alatramas - . - . -

I. *a

This action is a civil case seeking injunctive and other

relief to prevent the deprivation, under color of law of the Stats
af Alshuma, of plaintiffs' comnstitutional and federal statutory
.>ights, privileges, and immunities, Jurisdiction of this Court 1is
Tatacc8 wpm the provisions of Title L2 U.8.C. §51971, 1981 and 1983,
2L B.5.C. 13%3 (3) and (4), such action to be commenced by any
citizen of the United States to redress the deprivation wnder color
cf state lav, statute, ordinance, regulation, custom and usage of




§! u-cmueuumumwuasm
apd 1}310\2 U.B.C. 1971, providing for thc ‘oqual riat t.o vote
¥ %&j’:ﬂqw. nd the righte of free lpooeh. of pueom unably

%“ of ,ltitioning tor a r-dr.n of griovmeu. - f L

I vy LI w g 5
T tmig 18 a proouding fo 8 temporary ;ut:ninia; order,
qmlinz.nary or interlocutory injunction and permanent injunction en-
joining the defendants, »nd each of them, their agents, servants,
" employess, successors, and all persons in active concert and partici
‘ pation with them from: .

(a) Denying phintirr.,or menbers of tho class oa whose
behalf plaintiffs sue, the oqm‘.l right to vote by withholding a
reasonable opportunity to register to vote by refusing to hold open
the Dallas County Voter Registration Office, Selma, Alsbama, at least
eight hours a day, Monday through Saturday, every week of the year;
and by failing to have more than two registrars on duty at any one
time.

{b) Denying pzmtarr-. and members of their class, the
equal right to vote by administering to them a voter registration
test more stringent than that required of the great majority of
voters [resently registered in Dallas-County, and by refusing to
administer, on request, the voter rog;strnticn test employed in
Dallas County prior to February, 196k4;

(¢) Denying the plaintiffs, and the members of their class
a reasonabls opportunity to register to vote by pro-
cessing at least one hundred applicants per each registrar on duty
esach day;

g (d) Denying plaintiffs, and the membsrs of their class, tie

2 right to conduct psaceful pudblic meetings and assemblies to protest
to the Dallas County Board of Voter Registrars and other eity and
county officials at the county courthouse and slsewhere the

deprivation of the equal right to vote by the above mentiorsd
practices.

LA




4.&7&% A2
Mrfx Kules of Civil Procedure. The plaintiffs and the class

nultration and lav enforcement practices complained of herein.
The members of the #lass on oensis o wnich the plaintiffs sue are
too moms to be brought individually defors the court, but there
are common questions of lav and fact involved, common grievances

arising out of common vrongs, md a cc;nnon relief is sought for sach

plaintiff and each member of the cless. The plaintiffs fairly and

adequately represent the members of the class on dehalf of whom they
sus.
Iv,
A. The plaintiff Louis Lloyd Anderson is a Negro citizem of
the United States, resident of Dallas County, Alapema. He wishes to
register to vote, but has not been adble to make application because

of the practices herein complained of.
B. The plaintiffs Mar€in Luther King, Jr., and Ralph

Abernathy, have sought to aZzsemdls peaénably and hold peaceful

demonstrations to protest the practico; complained of and to urge
the Dullas County Board of Registrars to modify thelr procedure:n,
They have becn preventzd from doing £0 bacause of arrests cerried

out by the 2afendart, W!lson Baker, and his suboriinates.
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S .
’!&aa-nu, victor B. Atktn-, A. C. Allen end J. R. nbb,

IS
< @a.

2: ﬁl‘llﬂ f.'ounty. Alabama. Defendant Wilson Baker is the Director of
.l« ‘mlic Safoty of Selma, Alsbams, Defendants, Bernsrd A. Reynolds,

?ichairlau, and John Doe and Richard Roe,
" aro menmbers of and constitute the Board of Revenue of Dsllas County,
Alabana,
VI

The Defendant members of the Board of Voter Reglistration are
responsible for the processing of and registering of apolicants to
vote in Dallas County, Alabama., Defendant Wilson Baker is engaged
in the enforcement and execution of the laws of the State of Alabaina
and the ordinances of the City of Selma, Alabama. Defendant Members
of the Board of Revenue, Dallas County, Alabama, are responsible for
the operation of the Dallas County courthouse, Selma, Alabama, where

the Board of Registrars operates.
\'28¢

A. Various practices long employed by the Board of Registrars
of Dallas County, Alabama have resulted in only a token nunber of
the eligible N2q-o voters in the County ieing registered to vote.
Among thase practices have been the discriminatory application of
votar resigration tests, the processing of a minimum number of
applications per day, and the holding open of the voter registration
oificc on the average of only a few days per month, viz, two “dzvs
a month, except in January, 1955, when 1t was open Morcay, "uvesday

_ and Wednesdey of every week.

F. 1In 1964, a new voter registrrtion testi was ~ut .nic efrect
in Dallas County. Since it is much mcre 4d.fficuili tLar the one
previnuely used, its effact has been to f-eeze the existing

imk3alznce in regictration of elicible white vocrrs over aligidic

Negro voters,
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'fﬁn thc perccntage of Negro citizens registered to vote.

“@ :QQi. Practices of the Board of Voter Registration of Selma,
jlldh;mo. have made it impossible for any significant number of

) Negro citizens to obtain the equal right to vote. Initially, the

‘ Board accepted only a small number of applicants per day. At the
suggestion of this court, in its order of January 23, 1965, the Board
began issuing numbers to the first one hundred applicants each day.
The nunber actually processed per day, however, has been substantially
less.

E. Beginning February 1, 1965, the Board resumed its practice
of accenting applicants for only two days per month, viz., the first
and thi=d Mondays thereof. The Board is open for only five hours
each of the two days.

F. The Board has been administering to new applicants a test
different from that given for many years, and one so much more
difficult as to make 1§ almost a certainty that the rumter of Vag-o

citizens registered to vote will remein IZrsiqrifi-~art.




5. 7 p e P &
EE N @‘; - n‘{‘ -4 “"{%::g%,,‘
February 1, 1963, plaintiffs King and Abernathy

A g;iiegg;‘dOwn the sidewalks in Selma, Alabama, in order to
'lﬁi&c;agiy demonstrate and petition for a redress of grievances,
_,ﬂ;c;uestlng the Board of Voter Registration of Dsllas County to
f%iolsc the above practices, and to offer all citizens of Dallas
;‘éounty 3 reasonable opportunity to register to vote.

B. Prior to beginning their walk, plaintiffs had sent to
Dofenélnts Wilson Baker, Jim Clark, Sheriff of Dallas County,
and the Mayor of Selma, Alabama, a letter informing them of
plaintiffs' intention to walk peacefully, two abreast, down to
the courthouse. The purpose of the demonstration was to
protest the difficulties and slowness of registration, including
the closing of the Registrar's office, and to request a change in
these practices, The letter stated the plaintiffs' belief
that they were protected in so demonstrating under the order
issued by this court on January 23, 1965, as modified on
January 30, 1965, See Exhibit A attached and made a part hereof.

C. The groué walked a distance of three blocks, in single
file, at which point they were stopped by defendant Wilson Baker,
acting in his capacity as Director of Public Safety of Selma,
Alabama, At all times the group had been peaceful and orderly.,
Although Mr. Baker indicated to tge group that they were

_violating the city's parade ordinance, he permitted them to walk
two more blocks, at which p:cint he arrested all of them for
parading without a permit, Gxhibit B is the Selma parade ordinance

B:« A number of those arrested were released without bail
pending arraignment. However, plaintiffs King, Abernathy, and

others are presently in jrii.

IX.

Plaintiffs wish to conduct further peaceful demonstrations
in Selma, Alabama, including night processions, in order to
express their desire that the present dilatory practices of the
Board of Registrars be ended, and that procedures will be adoptec

-f- _‘;'}'r~




" ?.bruary 1, 1965, howsver, defendant Baker and his subordinates

i;;havn:lhown their intentlion of interfering with plaintiffs in

~ the exercise of their constitutionally protected rights to )
pesceably assemble and petition for a redress of grievances,

WHEREFORE, plaintiffs pray that this court will take
jurisdiction of the within cause, and issue a temporary
restraining order, and upon final hearing a permanent injunction,
enjoining:

A. Defendant Wilson Baker, his agents, servants,
employees, successors, and all persons in active concert and
participation with him from preventing or interfering by arrest
or threat of arrest, with plaintiffs and members of their class
peacefully assembling, marching, and demonstrating at any time
in the City of Selma, Alabama to protest the practices of the
Board of Registration of Dallas County, Alabama;

B. Defendants, victor B. Atkine, A. C. Allen and J. R.
Bibk, o
individually and as members of the Board of Voter Registration
of Dallas County, Alabama, from:

1. Refusing or falling t? keep open the

Voter Registration Office in the Dallas County

Courthouse, Selma, Alabama, for at least eight

hours per day, six days per week, every week in

tlie year, for the purpose of registering quali-

fied voters of Dallas County, Alabama;

2. Refusing or failing to appoint additional
registrars and not fewer than ten in number, as

shall be necessary to carry out effectively the

terms of the court's order:;

3. Refusing or failing to take the application

of at le:st one hundred spplicants, per registrar on

daty, for registration, per dsy, or as many as shall

apply if it be less than one hundred;

-7 -
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A G 4, Refusing or failing to allow applicants

"?pr registration to use the voting tests or
hr%i;occdurcs used before September 1964 rather
ﬂzn;ghan the more stringent test subsequently adopted,

S. Refusing or failing to process sll applications
to register to vote diligently, and to register to
vote, within s reasonable period of time, any
epplicant who has substantially complied with reguire-

ments of the Alabams voter registration laws;

C. Dofondants. Bernard A. Réynolds, Chairman, and John

Doe and Richard Roe,
individually and as members of the Board of Revenue of Dallas

County, Alabama, from refusing er failing to tzke all measures
necessary to allow the Dallas County Courthouse, Selm2, Alabema
to remein open and in cperation during the times required by an
order of this Court,

Plaintiffs also pray that this Court will grant them their
costs herein and grant them such other, additional, or further

relief as may appear to the Court to be equitable and just.

Peter A. Halil
1630 Fouth Avenue, N.

- Birmingham, Alabama
Jack Greenberg
Norman C. Amaker
Charles H, Jones, Jr,
Charles Stephen Ralston

10 Columbus Circle

New York, New York 10019

l‘;ﬁf%ﬁﬁngb' Attorneys for Plaintiffs
FILED i * 5 vy r: 1CE

FE3 3 1965 BY e
WILLIAM J. U CONNOR
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Norman C. Amaker, being duly sworn, devoses and says that

he is one of the attorneys for the Plaintiffs herein; that he has

d the foregoing complaint and knows the contents thereof; and

jon and belief, and

Tea
that the same are true according to his informat

as to those matters he believes them to be true.

Sworr to before me this 2nd

day of February, 1965
7
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The following original pages are of poor quality. UPA has
made every technical effort to provide the best possible
reproduction.




“IN THT UNITED STATZS DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA
NORTHERN DIVISTON

REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., REV., RALPI
ABCRNATHY, and R=V. LOUIS LIOYD ANDFRSON
on behaif of themselves and all others
similarly situated,

.

Plaintiffs,
v. Nm‘3572’GST

WILSON BAKER, individually, and as Director
of Public Safety, City of Selma, Alabama;
VITICR 3. ATKINS, A. C. ALLEN and J. R. BIBB,
in ividuslly end as members of the Board of :
Vate: Registration, Dallas County, Alabama;
BTNARD 4. REYNCLDS, Chairman, and JOHN DOE :
end RICHARD RCE, individually and as members
of the Board of Revenue, Dallas County, ]
Alspeme, their agents, servants, employees,
gacces-ors and all persons in active concert :
and pa-ticipation with them,

[

Defendants.

MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT OF MOTION
FOR TREMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER

I

Statement of Case

Plaintiffs are Negro citisens of the United States. Rev.
Louis Lloyd Anderson is a resident of Dallaa County, Alabama, who
desires to register to vote. However, like others of the class
he represents, he has not been able to G¢o so becrice of the pro-
cedures and practices of the Board of Registrars of Dalles County,
Alabama. These practices fnclud: keepirg the Regfst-ar's offize
open for only two cdays in most months, proceseinz ~ ain’mua rue-
be= of ~prlicarts, and administering a voter registraticn test “hct
ie fer rora strenuous than that previously used to register a

taige percentsge of the eligible white voters of the ~ounty.

o~

(




‘f m"u m; ‘cgro ludera 1n Selma,
we oy vhintuzo. Re¥, nm.-in mcm Xing, Jr., ard

B, ;"&sl 3. Iy

nc_’rnlthy. decided to candu& - ?eaufu onlerly

u’}’f ﬁ;l P

dc:\omtutioa to protest continuation of the abova ;rr-ti.ces. ou

‘,:.‘«1»\

l‘.hn'ary&, 1965. they informed Selma auid Dallas County cf2flciels
(ue l‘:h~b1t A of Complaint) that they intended %o lezd a Zror:

of po.xacmp, walking two abreast, down t~ tha courthcuss in Selma

to 4cmcantrate for a change in voter registration procedurse. Such
demcustration was protected by this court's order in Bormicn v,
Clark as amended.

On the stated date, the grocp, numbaring 274 pevsons,
valking in a docdie file, started toward thz courthouse from a
chive~k ~» rumdsr o2 hlocks away. They were orcerly and quiet at
87 t.x2n, neitrer singing nor talkirng. The police on “he scene
miiits ned comnlete control., After the group had proceeded in
+4°y £athion fer some blocks, they were stopped by Wilson Baker,
PaLlic Safety Director of Selms, who told them to break up into
eraller groups or they would be in violation of an ordinance
prohibiting parading vithout s permit (Exhibit B of the Complaint).
Rev. King replied that they were not parading but were simply
going down %tc the courthouse to attempt to vote and to demonstrate

s they had a right to do under this court's previous orders.
Baker aliowed the walkers to proceed t':o moze blocks, at which
point he arrested them. Some of the group are etill in jajl

including Rev. King and Rev. Aberntthy, while others ware released

on tneir recormizance.

II

The Walkers Were Wrongfully Arrveste:

Recent dezisiona of the United "tetes Sup-ere Jurrt ke
clesz thaoti plrirtiffe' activities arz cuneti.rtisnally mrotucied
and may ict he interfered wich by statz cr city authcesily.
Zyrrds v, Sonth Carclina. 372 U.S. 2?9, 9 L.EC.22 €97 (7562

Han-y v, Lity of Rock HEl), J S. L L2 3.21.00 T (59545,

2w




M . propcrl’ R’rm penit cutute may s

xfn T K,

,:‘~»\§§E ln eddition, thc parade ordinance (see Exhitit A atische?
€3 co.ﬁlaint herein) cannot be validly applied since it conler:
on city officials a broad discretion to grant or withhold a per-
mit, and does not establish sufficiently precise standards.

Staub v, Baxley, 355 U.S. 313; Niemotko v. Maryland, 340 U.S. 268.

I1X

This Court Has Power To Enjoin
Federal Arrests

The plaintiffs herein wish to hold further public meetings,
demonstrations and marches to attempt to bring about a change in
the procedures adopted by the Board of Registrars. There is a
clear probability that they will be interfered with by officials
of the City of Selma. Such interference will result in immediate
irreparatle injury to the plaintiffs. Therefore, injunctive relicf
and the issuance of a temporary restraining order to protect
effectively their constitutional rights is appropriate, and this
court has the power to render such relief. Kelly v. Page, 335 F.2d
114 (5th Cir. 1964) (see, Oxder of District Court set out at
9 R;R.L.R. 1131).

This court exercised such pcwer in itg nrrer oF Jaanry 23.
1965, as mcdified on Jenuary 20, 1965, In the case cf Joyrton v.
Clark, C.A. No. 3559-65 which, in perc, eajorined ccuaty officials
from interfering with the exerclse of prute.ted rigr®s. “l%er
recognizing the legitimate interest of cf££flclals Zn tne lagal

enforcement of the laws of tre stete, countr. ar® cit-—-. tLls conrt

said:




iu‘ of cnforoeunt tae*e Ml
: harassment, or the like cf ~
th. eitium of D.iln County legitimr tely cel s
lng to t\(i-tcr to wote, nor_sf those
5 o aid othm"'fn register-

o vote or cnconr-g +0 o >
ols added). -

N ﬁ:mtin; to aid others to register, they are ertitled *¢ <.
;i wellef sought.
-~ . \"';f—

et

e g N

."(: ” Iv
This Court Should Grant The Relief Sou%ht Against
The Dallas County Board Of Voter Registration

As has been undisputably shown, both here and elsewhere,
the smail number of Negrdes abla to register to vote have been due
in large measure to the fact that the Board of Registrars of
Dellas County, Alabama is open only two days per month and
accept only a limited number of applications. Indeed, this
court's order of January 23, 1965 noted that the maximum number
procezsed daily was too few and should be increased and in the
January 30th modification of the order, this court irdica®el i+
would apacify procodures for faster proceasing. But the rrb
cf the prcblem is that~ﬂowever many persons are processed cn a
giver 4sy, the Board is not open enough days!

The Pifteenth Amendment to the Conatitution and 42 U.S.C.
Sec. 1971 estatlish the equal right tq;vote regardless of race
or colcr: 42 U.S.C. Sec. 1983 and 28°U.S.C. Sections 1343(3)
and_{4) =mpower this court to entertain e suit in equity to enforce
plaintiifs’ woting rights.

In *he exevcise of its juris.dccico, *L7: mevr. w2y —ender
£art orders and decrees 85 are necessary tc volaat i titil,
{32a Alsten 7. Butts, ___ F.ompp. __; O FJR LR U756 "Cod 4T,

17525, ir which th- DPistrict Ceurt, in & sulc Wroultt oo FagTo

~o~cre, icsued a prelimirary Injuictioun r1escreini-p alic+ion
Zirials from adopting diletcry tacti~: daeignal € 97w )

Negrc voter registration 2md oriemed them to epevl, sverpr whers

e




absolutely necessary, no more than five minutes in proceersing
each applicant. The preliminary injun~tion wrs later dlsaoived
on affidavits that Negro voter registraticn applicerta were
now catisfied with the conduct of the officials. See slso Jnited
S¢ates v. Hinea, _ F. Supp. ___, 9 R.R.L.R, 1332 (N.D. #".: ,
C.7. No. 63-639, 1964).

If a temporary restraining order is not granted, maay
m2abers of nlaintiffs' class, i.e., eligible Negro voters wi'l
be vnable, due to long delays and the small smount of sctual

rezistratisn drys to register and vote in upcoming elections.

Respectfully submitted,

Peter A, Hall
1630 Fourth Avenue, N,
Birmingham, Alabama

Jack Greenberg
Norman C. Amsker
Charles H. Jones, Jr.
. Charles Stephen Ralston
10 Columbus Circle
New York, New York .C0.9

Attorney for Plaintilfe
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HARTIN LUYHER XING, OR., 5EY. PALTH -
NUTH?, and DEV. LOUIS LiOiD ANDERSON on 3
Lehinll of thamselves and all others similarly

sl tuzted, B . ]
- . SRR _ Plaintifte, s
* v. w0 3572765

WILSON BAKER, individually, and as Director s
of Public Safety, City of Selma, Alabame;
VICTOR B, ATXINS, A. C. ALLEN and J. R. BIBB,
Srnaizidvally and as members of the Board of

ster Registration, Dallias County, Alebanaj;
BERHARD 4. REYNOLDS, Chairman. and SOHN DOE
and RICHARD ROE, individually and as menbere
el che Brard of Revenue, Jeiias County, hHla-
Fama, their agan%s, eerwvants. emploreenm,
evereLsdrs amd £1) pcereoas in sctive concert
ard prrticipation wich them,

Defendante

MOTION FCR 2RELIMINARY INJUNCTION

-—-

Plaintiffe, by their undersigned attorneys, move this
court for a pseiiminary injunction based on the allegations in
their verified complaint, together with the exhibits attached
thevato aad ae adiitional groundn,:nhow: )

1. The peclicies and practic;o of defendants violate
Flainti€fa’ riqghts under tha First, Fourteenth and Fifteenth
Anzniments to the Constitution of the United S:tates and under

Title 42 U.5.%., Ceavicas 1$71, 1981 end 1983,

2, Unls21s deZercants are immediately eajoined, tany; will

con%inue “he policizz and practices complained of.

3. Tae pclizice and practices compleined of conatliute
irreparable harn and injury to plaintiffs and members of Lhe
class,

4. Plaintiffs and members of their ctass have no plan
or adequatcirenedy at law,

WHEREFORE plaintiffs pray that this court grant a speedy




Dt!ondlut viuon llhr. hil agents,
u,)muuon and a1l persons in active con-

b
" * iAo
ﬂr.g! yat A

.atlclptln d.dl him from preveating er interfc:-z.n;

- ttoct of the loard of Registration of Dallas County, Alabama.

" Plaintiffs further pray that defendantas, Victor B, Atkins,
Ae C. Allen and J. i. Bibb, constituting the Board of Voter
Registration of Dallas County, Alabama and Bernard A. Revaolds,
Chairman and John Doe and Richard Roe constituting the Board
of Revenue of Dsllas County, Alabana be restrained from:

1. R;tuing or failing to keep open the voter registra-
tion office in the Dal.l;n County Courthouse, Selms, Alabama,
for at least eight hours per day, six days per week, every week
in the year, for the purpose of regiatering qualified voters
of Dallas County, Alabama;

2. Refusing or failing to. appoint additional registrars
and not fewer than ten in number, as shall be necessary to
carry out ¢£tecttv-ely the terms of the court's order;

3. Refusing or failing to take the application of at*
least one hundred applicants, per registrar on duty, for
registration, per day, or as many as shall apply if it be less
than one hundred. :

&, Refusing or failing to allow applicants for raglatra-
tion to use the voting tests or procedures ured bHefore Sentecbe
1964 rather than the more strigent test subeaxquenlly elorted.

5. Refusing or failing %o procese all a;plicatisns to
register to vote diligently, and to ragister to wote, wi<khin

8 reasonable period of time, any applicart wu~ bas cubatzrtiall

. -



Reapeztfully rubmittaed,

Peter A. Hall
1630 Fourth Avenue, M,
Birminghawn, Alabara

Jack Greenberg
Norman C. Amaker
Charles H. Jones, Jr.
Charles Stephen Ralston
10 Columbus Circle
New York, New York 10719

Attorneys for PlaintifiZq

82]70"""“-:\ C. Arneke .
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FEB 3 1965

WILLIAM y 0w NAOR
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF

" REV, MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., ET AL.,

V. CIVIL ACTION NO. 3572-65
WILSON BAKER, Individually, and as

Director of Public Safety, City of
Selma, Alabama, et al

This cause came on to be heard on this day on the Motion
filed on February 3, 1965, by the Plaintiffs herein for a Temporary
Restraining Order in this matter and the sald motion having been
considered by the Court;

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED AND ADJUDGED by the Court that the Motion
filed on February 3, 1965, by the Plaintiffs for a Temporary
Restralning Order be and the same 1is hereby DENIED,

DATED at Mobile, Alabama, this the 3 day of February, 1965,
at 4:15 P.M.

DANIEL H, THOMAS
UNITED STATES DISTRICT E.




UNITED STATES DISTRICT ~WRT
FOR THE
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA
NORTHERN DIVISION

STATE OF ALABAMA,
Plaintiff,

CIVIL ACTICN NO. 3%60-65
AMELIA P, BOYNTON, et al.,

Defendarts.

MOTION FOR STAY OF REMAND ORDER
PENDING APPEAL
Pursuant to Rule 62(g), r. R. C. P., defendant: in the above-

entitled cause, Annie Lee Cooper and Stanley Leroy Wise, respert-
fully move this Court fcr a stay cf its order of January 29, lve®
remanding for triai by authorities of the State of Alabama, theic
criminal c(narge< of assault ana batitery and public drunx: nress
(1it. 14, §.20(l), Code of Alaoama) respectively, on the ar urus
tnat (1) Said defendarts have this Jday ar-ealed the above reirerred
1o crder and justice ano equity require that aid order be stayed
pending <uch appeal Lest vefendants suffer irreparable na:m by
being tried and convicted before the appeai can be heard ard
aetermined; (2) Defendants are entitled to have the Court of
Appea.s pasc on the allegaticns and claims contained in their
verified petition for removal and (3) The order remanding these
cases was entered without a hearing being granted defenaants.

Respéctfully suomitted,

Peter A. Hall

1630 Fourth Avenue North
Birmingham, Alabama




At torneys for Defendants

By:t:;;z;ﬁﬂﬁndl,h, 14;;516L44EE?Q_, : 3

Certificate of Service
[ ~

This will certity that on this 2nd day of February, 1965,
I served the foregoing Motion For Ltay Of Remand Order Pending
Apreal with Notice of Appeal attached upon the Honorabie
Blancriard McLend, Zircuit Solicitor, Dallas County, Aiabama,
and tne Honorable Henry Reese, County Sclicitor, Dallas County,
Alabana, via United States special aselivery air mail, addressed
to tnem at the Dallas County Courthouse, Selma, Alavama.

e C. A adbor

Attorne, for Defendants

U. 3 DISTRICT COURTY
SOU DIST ALA.
FILED (N " ER¥'S OFFICE

FEB 3 1965

WILLIAM J. O'CONNOR
LT ¢
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- SOUTHEXN DIOTRICT OF ./ BAMA
() S o {)

{

r . NORTHERN DIVISION X
- )
£ STATE OF ALABAMA, |
s - |
L Piaintiff, )
‘ v.
. ;; ) CIVIL ACTION HI. 3%6)-63
; ( | )
) ~MELL~ P, BOYNTON, et al., ) ¢

: , Defendants. ) ) ! 7
= )
~ OdDth GRANTING oTAY PENDING APPr..L |
. ~Jn consideration of defendants' motion for a stay of tiis

Court's order remanding the cases of ~nnie Lee Cuore: and

1 Staniey Leroy wise to the “.avama state authorities, wnich
o Jluel was entered in this cause on January 27, 1y03, and for
SN 4001 cause shown,

IT Is HEALBY OhDbacd that the Qruer referrca ty above one

anc is hereoy stayed pending the cetermination of cefendants’

acnea: therefiom oy the United States Court of ~pneals for the

Fifth Circult.

d -
OONE and DORUBRED this 3r day. of Feoruary, 1965

DANTFiI M, THMAR '

United states District Judge %
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FOR THE
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF A._nBANA
 NORTHERN DIVISION

N

OF ALABAVA, -
Plaintiff,

V L '

AMELIA P, BOYNTON, et al.,

. CIVIL ACTION NO. 3560-65

Derfenviants.

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

- NOTICE OF APPEAL

Lefendant., Annie Lee o .rer and otan.ey Lerdy Wi-e, nereiy

aprea. to the Jnites ot3tes Court of Appealc ror une Fift

Cir.ult fros the cruer oi thls Cour” entered un January 2%, 130,

H -

R

remar.airg tre -“harges ag4o.nNst Tnem of assaLit and battery Aan.

)

4, £.20(1), Cooe ot A.abama! re oeCT -

+5 the County Cu.rt ot Da.iae County Alapama for tr.a-.

’ N
Jrurle FN0L.PS (Tit.

cursuant to §9ui o the Civi. Rights Ac-

Peter A. Hall
163 Fourth Avenue tor‘:
Birmingkam, AloteiMma

U. S LISTRILT cou=~ Jacx: Greenberg
#uégQV DIST “Aca Normur. Amaker
==Ll ERKS b ries Chiaries .. ‘ones, Tr.
- ‘ 10 Cuiumbus Circ.e
FEB 3 1965  New Yor:r, New Yotk

Attorney .

s

WILLIAM J. (0 CONNOR
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FBI
Date: 1/26/65

—te e e e .

P e
'\I:ra%i’;t/t(h Howing in (Type in plaintext or code)
Via AIRTEL ATRMAIL
(Priority)

——e L.
T0: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-12831) ;
FROM: SAC, MOBILE (44-557)(P) A
SUBJECT: REGISTRARS OF VOTERS A

DALIAS COUNTY ALABAMA

“VOTING DISCRIMINATION -~

R-EL OF ) o , oo

Transmitted herewith is Letterhead Memorandum
pertaining to investigation resulting from a request made by
Departmental Attorney CARL W. GABEL at Selma, Ala.

Inasmuch as the allegations relative to victim
being fired because of attending a Civil Rights meeting
appear to be untrue as victim isstill working, Mobile is
conducting no further investigation and the file in this
matter 1s being considered closed.

Bureau (Enc. 8)(RM) : z
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JU>+ICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

T ' , Mobile, Alabama
gzﬁﬁnPkacﬁwrb January 26, 1965

-

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALIAS COUNTY ALABAMA
;T VOTING DISCRIMINATION

£ On January 21, 1965, Departmental Aftorney Carl W.

Gabel, Selma, Alabama, delivered a request to the Selma ,
Resident Agericy. This .

had been informed that

Dl Sr{lissal C“r emp mee 1ngs--—~m-f -

may be intimidatory and in violation of the Civil Rights
Act of 1957 and 1964.

In substance, the request desired
interviewed to determine when he had been fired, the names
and addresses of employees for the past ten years, and };7(1
reasons for leaving previous employments. Various other

things were desired by the request in reference to the firing
ofiillllll.

S y
rom June 6 1953 to
8, 1964, to t

t

D )
City Jail on December 15, 1965, ’ m for a Jjob so

that he cculd ne imposed upon incident -
an arrest. stated thatﬂhad paidah

fine and he was released { on December 1 1964, an
was presently working for“

JY-/1283) 208
-//4/ L) ["71’/ —
/ /./J’J

T AT ANTITIT,
‘J‘..-.\...‘\. ~ Ll

A s



REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALIAS COUNTY ALABAMA - oo

VOTING DISCRIMINATION ) .
ii iii iiiig Fresemt address £7C_,
iS L[] -

ined that
elma, Ala

The above information was furnished to Departmental
Attorney Carl Gabel at Selma, Alabama, on January 23, 1965,
and he stated h= desired no further investigation in the
matter.

This document contains neither recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It 1s the property of the FBI
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not
to be distributed outside your agency.
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OPTIONAL FORM MO, 10 2910~106
MAY 1962 EDINON ‘
G3A OIN REG NO. 37

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum
TO : Assistant Attorney Géneral DATE: }/28/68
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION
FROM : Director, FBI

sugjecT: REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS COUNTY ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION
CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS

Reference 1is made to memorandum dated
(your file ).

There 1s enclosed one copy °f¥?XKXXXKKxKXXXfXXKX§ﬁ
XB3HXX _a letterheadmemorandum  dated | 1/26/65
at Mohile .

A. [::]This covers the preliminary investigation and

no further action concerning a full investigatlion will be taken
by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. [:] The investigation 1is continulng and you will
be furnished coples of reports as they are recelved.

C. [] The investigation requested by you has now
been completed. Unless advised to the contrary no further 1in-
quiries will be made by this Bureau.

D. [ ] Pursuant to instructions 1ssued by the Depart-
ment, no investigation will be conducted in this matter unless
specifically directed by the Department.

E. [::] Please advise whether you desire any further 1n-
vestigation,

F. This is submitted for your information and you
will be advised of further developments.

G. [_] This is submitted for your information and no
further investigation will be conducted unless specifically re-
quested by the Department.

H. [ ] This covers the receipt of a complaint and no
further action will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department E
so directs, 7C

E NOTE: This will ¢ onversat between Mr, Brian Landsburgh,
ne - CRD, and on 1/26/65 at which time
Mr. Landsburg hed 1nvestigation conducted.

7L
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FBI
Transmit the following in i
(Type in plaintext or code)
Via AIRTEL !
(Priority) i
e o e e o o e e~ ———— —— ) —
TO ¢ DIRECTOR, FBI (44-12831) o

FROM : SAC, MOBIIE (44-557)(P)

SUBJECT: -REGISTRARS OF YOTERS OF
-DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA™ -
’ .. VOTING DISCRIMINATION N

‘}' ’“‘/’ -
\ gg MoEL érg/' ,//a/\w E

Reference is made to Moblle teletype to the Bureau
at 5:02 p.m,, 2/4/65, setting forth provisions of an order
issued that date by U, S, District Court, Mobille,

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are two copies of
court order of U, S, District Judge DANIEL H, THOMAS, 2/4/65,
in the matter entitled United States of America versus

Victor B, Atkins, Et Al, Ci ction 2584, ir
%\_’} Bureau (Encs. 2)‘%3@05 -
m&w?ﬂWo [nc

éf L DN o 5

xs =
e /1/ ,,Ffﬁ
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Approved: (el d Sent M  Per
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| P . “ope Agent in Charge
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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
POR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF ALABAMA
NORTHERN DIVISION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, ) =
Plaintiff, ) CIVIL ACTION

VERSUS ) NO. 2584
VICTOR B. ATKINS, AUBREY C. ALLEN ) )
and JOSEPH BIBB, REGISTRARS OF
VOTERS OF DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA; )
and STATE OF ALABAMA, )

Defendants.
)

This cause was taken under submission on the 12th day of
November 1964 at the conclusion or hearing on plaintiff's -, _;;?
motion filed March 5, 1964, during which hearing ggiendantc' Coshe
"Motion to Dismiss and Answer" filed October 5, 38685 was 81 a;"'t

80 considered, together with motion of the defendant State of
Alabama, filed in open court November 12, 1964, for Judgment
or directed verdict. On the same day, leave was given to the
parties to file briefs; and the Court having considered the
evidence and the briefs filed herein, finds as follows:

This is a supplementary proceeding by the United States
seeking orders requiring the defendant members of the Board of
Registrars of Dallas County, Alabama, to observe certain re-
quirements and procedures in registering voters. This is also

a proceeding in contempt in that certain of the acts complained

of are alleged to be in violation of this Court's injunction
;otnovenberi. 1963, et oo o e BTTIL L
_ ' SR . (‘:m &.'k ‘\‘"‘43' »',__"”“ ; ot
vy = e Qpplmtm gt the vmted States. seeks gn order roquir— T
O - R S

R Tr e PV I AN W ,qﬁx‘i-"‘\&&;‘%r:ﬁ}p 3] i'z.‘ 3 AR o
""" ing the defendants ¢b register ueb oprp 1cant }or resistnﬂ,un A

-

Trea spidv A omE

XT3

whose nwilu‘%lm’%ﬁ%u i Hw me “’ﬁ”’“ ntmmﬁ"‘”"? W‘%\

and standards theretotore applied by the reg;strara of Dellas

County to other applicants; an order requiring said defendants

to register certain named rejected sapplicants alleged bysthc )
United States to have been qualified and to have been re:egf._od ':-;f i
for registration on nccount of race; an order requiring ths ";5‘F421A

34

defendants to provide ceoommodattone and peroonnel lutticicnt e

for the expeditious reeetpt and proressing of App]icltionl “for .::é%f
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to vote in Dsllas County; an order requiring the defendants to
file with the Court written proposed standards for the gradins
of registratiod'queationnaires; and for other supplemengary
orders. The United States also seeks a specific finding by
the Court that the defendants have deprived Negro citizens
of the right to vote without distinction of race pursuant to
a pattern or practice of discrimination. In 1its proposed re-
lief, the United States also asks that the Board be enjoined
from using new and different registration tests.which have
been put into use 1in Dsllas County in 1964,

A study of the testimony and documentary evidence submitted, ;e
in thia case discloaea that such of the evidence is undisputed.

-

Dallas County, Alabama, has a voting age population of 29,515,

of which 14,400 are white persons and 15,115 are Negroes. As « .t

of the date of the hearing on this motion, 9,542 white persons
and 335 Negroes were qualified voters in Dallas County. Between
May 1962 and August 19364, the defendant registrars accepted only
93 of 795 applications of Negroes and 945 of 1,232 applications
of white persons.

The defendant registrars receive and process applications
for registration in an office in the Dellas County Couﬁthouse
which has a front room and a back room, each of which 1s about
12' by 12'. The front room is where the applicants customarily
have filled out the informal portions of the application, taken
the oath, and had the supporting witness vouch for them. ‘In the

‘& \;—. -

back room, the -ppltelnts rggistrntion teata. CUstomarily k'

4
rvmr;,mv"' "‘5«\ T

the derendant rndistq,{l havtAptrnitted ‘not more than four ap-

Plicants in the frop room stmu eimultaneously and only one " appiicant® RN
s s, ¥ h e Ry T

at a time to dccupy the dack room. .
The result has been an extremely slow registration process.

During the month of October 1963, for example, they processed

an average of 27 applicants each registration day. Between

October 15 and October 30, 1963, approximately sixty priority

numbers were issued to prospective applicants on each of the ' ,5:4-J

registration days. On hone of these days, however, were sixty " e WK
applicants processed. On October 7, 1963, between 200 and 300 A~%3§§T"$f

persons, most of whom were Negroes, appeared at the Courthouse ‘_#gli.ﬁ fﬁﬁé.

-

N e L 7w SA—————- -




3.
to register, but only 54 were processed.

During the five consecutive special registration days
in July, no more than twenty-two persons were able to apply for
registration on any one day. On none of these days did the
registrars receive applications from all of the prospective
registrants who were issued priority numbers. The defendants
have given no evidence showing any efforts which have been made
by the registrars to streamline the registration system, to use
additional facilities in the Courthouse where numercus appli-
cants could apply simultaneously, or to add clerical help to
alleviate the gross delays.

The Board of Registrars has, since the date of this Court's
decree of November 1, 1962, employed a variety of new registra-
tion tests, some of their own making and some prescribed by the
Supreme Court of Alabama. In February 1964, the Board began to
use a8 new test promulgated by the Supreme Court of Alabama which
required the applicants to answer four questions on governument,
to read aloud excerpts from the Constitution, and to write
from dictation words or phrases from the Constitution. The
words for dictation were selected by the registrars and they
were very difficult words. In April the Board required ap-
plicants to explain one of the excerpts which they read. 1In
September 1964, the Board began to use a revised set of tests
which rquire applicants to anéwer four questions on government,
answer four questiona based on written excerpts from the Con-
atitution, nnd to write fron dictation one or more excerpts from

the Oonstitutlun “n:eu m test-, the Pebruary and September
tests both are ;nre d}tr}cult than any tests previously re-
quired of voters in DullaQ'COunty. Insofar as these tests in-
volve elements of oral reading or oral dictation, they violate
section 101(a)(2)(C) of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 which re-
quires all literacy tests to be "wholly in writing."

The United States seeks an order which would grant relief
against the use of the more stringent tests employed in 1964.
When this case was originally before this Court, the Court was

of the opinion that relief of this type was not appropriate
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under the statute. In the view of this Court, it was not
authcrized to supersede or enjoin practices and procedurig

which were in accord with the letter of State law. Since that
time, the Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit has ruled to

the contrary, and this Court is, of course, bound by that Court's

decision. United States v. Duke, 332 F.2d 759 (C.A. 5, 1964).

Vel

Also, since a previous decision of this Court in this case, the
Congress has enacted the Civil Rights Act of 1964, which in
section 101(a)(2)(A) provides:

"No person acting under color of law shall ... in
determining whether any individual is qualified under
State law or laws to vote in any Federal election,
apply any standard, practice, or procedure different .
from the standards,practices, or procedures applied .
under such law or laws to other individuals within
the same county, parish, or similar political subdi-

vision who have been found by State officials to be .
qualified to vote."

1 mm*'

Accordingly, the Court enters the following order:

The motion of deferdants to dismiss, filed October 5, 1965,
is denied.

The motion of the State of Alabama for judgment or directed
verdict, filed November 12, 1964, 1s moot. The relief granted
herein 1s directed against the Board of Registrars.

This Court specifically finds that the defendants have de-

prived Negroes of the right to vote without distinction of race

or color and such deprivations have been pursuant to a pattern

aud practice.

T1t is the order of this ert that the derendanta, Registrars

e 'l"" O

. of Vbtera ot nnllas eounty Alabana, are herehy restrained

n}.

o ‘.,, ‘,_';.; ?‘ q."(;-s TE ;5, s DA
Yl en1oiued'z ‘%%' ua,,‘ﬁ!‘" X f,(é" ‘4’1:5% SRR ,
§ 1. 'Prol failing or retusin; to reéiive and process cx; fFQ‘f e

peditiously applications for registration to vote;
2. To expedite the registration of voters in Dallas
County by receiving and processing at least 100
. applicetions on each registration day, provided that

FEEN

number of persons present themselves for registiation;
‘ ‘ . 3. To provide adequate peirmounel ard farilities for o
g the registxation'or voters so that at least eight - j{f

3 applicants can apply for registration simultaneously; ., = ’[
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To observe the following procedures for the receipt
of applications for registration to vote in Dallas
County:

(2) Applicants shall be permitted to apply for
registration in the order in which they appear
at the registrar's office for that purpose.
{b) Applicants who appear to apply for registra-
tion shall be requested to immediately sign an
appearance sheet and shall be issued successive
rumbers in the order in which they appear and
shall be permitted to apply for registration

in that order without having to wait in line.
{({c) An appearance sheet shall be maintained show-
ing the name of each person who offers himself
for registration and the priority number as-
signed to him.

(4) At the end of each registration day the de-
fendants shall post in a conspicuous place

in the courthouse and on the door of their
office the date of the next registration

day, the first number which will be called

on the next reglistration day, and the numbers
if any which were called that day but were
not answered.

(e) Any prospective applicants who fail to appear
when their numbers are called shall be called
first on the next registration day in their
proper sequence, but any prospective applicant
who falls to appear on two successive days
shall lose his priority and must obtain a

new number if he still desires to apply for
registration.

From administering to applicants for registration to
vote the 1insert Part III test now in use. The literacy
of applicants shall be judged by their writing in f11l-
ing out Part II of the application form now in use;

Prom denying regiatratlon to Negro applicants on the

A A

fgroundgnthat they made fbrmnl. pechnical or inconse-

Ot -—, =.-{ » f,._i" -

pk»

or cndallonl 1n tilling out their ap- .

~

quentiai ertor'
To submit to this Court on or before-‘the fourth Monday
of each month a photocopy of the appearance sheet
showing each entry not previously submittéd to the
Court with the symbol "A" indicating all applications
accepted, the symbol "R" indicating all applications
rejected, and the symbol "P" indicating all persous

who tai\ed to appnar whet, their mimlier was efnlled,
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Mo appueatim lhlll be nnowed to remin in a pend-

«-‘ ~ e AR vs % -
-’v‘ - -

ing .nw A LT

bR T

8. In the event the defendants are unabdle, except for

o

-~

good cause ghown, by the end of the special regis-
Sration, dayo J,a Juy 1965, to receive and process

at PSR

111 nr the appucatlona from persons who have signed the

priority sheet and have presented themselves at the pro-

vided time to be processeg prior to July 1, 1965, this

Court will deem that all such persons, not processed,

have been denied the opportunity to register within

the meaning of 42 U.S.C. 1971ke) and will instruct

the vofer referee, already appointed by this 6ourt,

to receive~and process applications submitted by them. -~ *

The Court also vlsh;s to make clear that any rejbcted Negro
applicant from this date forward may apply to this Court for
1egistration in accorﬂanc; with the provisions of 42 U.S.C.
1971(e).

Dated this the U4th  day of Pebruary 1965.

DANIEL H, THOMAS
T T 77 "District Judge T T T

-
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Filed February * %.“ldjiw . ‘T’fﬁ." sy
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William J, O'Connor, Clerk, '5: "~ - '~
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‘ FEDERAL BUREAY OF IN: ror I Mr. Mchr_——
i U. S. DEPARTMENT &%&' ' v, Delonch——

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION , ' A, Casper.
' ar. Colalan——
FEB 6 19 \ . . Mr. Cmad——
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.I ¢ M. ut - -

Mr. Trotter o
F3I MOBILE

Tele. Room

Miss Holmes

2-01 % CST URSENT 2/6/65 TEB Miss Gandy——

T0y/ DIRECTOR (44-12%31) AND ATLANTA (44-1727) S
FROMs MO3ILE (44-55T) 3P

)
@ g/ea%/b” Lzecws

REGISTRARS OF.VOTERS, .DALLAS CQOUNIY,..ALA., -MOLING
DISCRIMIMNATION. CR - EL.

REY¥OTEL TO THE 3BUREAU FE3. FIVE, SIXTYFIVE.

-ADVISED TODAY THAT NO ACTIVITIES OR DEMONSTRATIONS, H
TYXCEPT STIATEAY YESTINGS AND VOTER WORKSHOPS, ARE PLANNED FOR

TODAY. NE3RO MASS MEETING PLANNED FOﬁ TOMORROW NIGHT, FEE,

SEVEN, SIXTYFIVE. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING LEFT SELMA APPRO

XINMATEL
o= /283-3 1/
A. HE LEFT
MOMTE0YERY, ALA., VIA DELTA FLIGHT SIX ONE FOU§2%4044NE TEN T e

& ,
A.¥., CST, EN ROUTE TO ATLANTA, GA. INFORMATION HAS BEEN = FEB 8

RE
EIGHT O'CLOCK A. M., CST, EN ROUTE TO MONTGOMERY

(RN}
3. "‘.;E’
——————

SEVEN, SIXTYFIVEZ; HOWEVER, DETAILS REGARDING THIS TRIP ARE NOT
Er'D PA3E ONE

RECZIVED THAT KING INTENDS TO FLY TO WASHINGTON, ‘D, C. FE

bre

ARAFFR19 10{::’:‘)7




A

PAGE TW9)
0 44-557
KNOWN. ONLY INFORKATION AVAILASLE IS THAT KING ALLEGEDLY
WILL ¥EET WITH PRESIDENT JOHNSON, IF HE OSTAINS AN APPOINTMENT,
TO DISCUSS VOTER REGISTRATION NATTERS RELATIVE TO ALA. XING
IS EXPECTED TO RETURN TO MONTGOMERY, ALA., FEB. EIGHT, SIXTYFIVE
TO SPEAK TO MASS MEETIN3 AND WILL POSSIBLY RETURN TO SELMA A
FE2. NINE, SIXTYFIVE.
ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL JOHN DOAR, CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION,
WHO IS ON THE SCENE AT SELMA, ALA., HAS BEEN ADVISED OF
PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS CONTAINED HEREIN. DOAR, WHO MET WITH DR.
KIN3 AND OTYER MESGRO LEADERS NIGYT OF FE8, FIVE, SIXTYFIVE,
ADYISED THAT THEY WERE "»OT PLEASED"™ WITH THT ORDER ISSUED 3Y
USDJ DAMNIEL H. THOMAS, SDA, ON FEB. FOUR, SIXTYFIVE, AS THEY
FEEL IT IS TOO VA3UE IN ITS INSTRUCTIONS TO THE DALLAS COUNTY
VOTER REGISTRATION BOARD. L)vc
ADVISED TODAY HE HAS CONFERRED WITH ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENZRAL
DOAR AND HE WAS ARIANGING FOR DOAR TO MEET WITH REX MORTHLUND,
PRESIDENT, AMD FRANK WILSON, VICE PRESIDENT, PEOPLES 3ANK AND
TRUST CO., W4O HAVE BEEN INFLUENTIAL IN ESTABLISHING
END PASE TWO




PAGE THREE

Y0 44-557

COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN LOCAL NESRO LEADERS IN DALLAS COUNTY
AND CITY OFFICIALS. EFFORTS ARE TO 3E MADE TO POSSIBLY 3RING

A HALT TO THE PRESENT RACIAL SITUATION IN SELMA.-STATED

WOULD ADVISE OF ANY RESULTS ACCOYPLISHED IN THIS MATTER.
bre
b70

ATLANTA SHOULD MAINTAIN CONTACT WITH SOURCES CLOSE TO

SCLC AND SUTZIL MOBILE REGARDING MOVEMENTS OF KING AND HIS
EXPECTED RETURN TO THE MOSILE DIVISION. P, )
2IRMINGHAY. ADVISED 3Y AIRMAIL.

F3I 4WASH OC
AT JE2

F31 ATLAXTA . :
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Mr. Tolson ____
Mr. Belmont____
Mr. Mohr
Mr. Deloach____
| Mr. Casper.
Mr. Callzhan____

FREOX MOZILE (44-55T)
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REZISTSARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY, SELMA, ALASAMA, VOTINS

DISCRIMINATION. CR - EL.

e e

({/ RECYTEL TI3AY.

“EZR0 SOURSE ADVISED VOTER RESISTRATION WORKSKOPS TR 3T HELD
S206N'S CHAPEL ANE CHURCH, ST. PAULS CHURCH, TA3ZRNACLE BAPTIST:
CHURCH, HOPEYILL SAPTIST CHURCH AND NORTHERN HZIanTs pR=¥ByTzEiar

‘.

CHLRCH TVFIS DATE, c= i

=
COVERAGE AFFORDED 3Y BUREZAYU AGENTS REFLECT ACTIVITY éig
HOPEWELL BAPTIST CHURCH, TASERNACLE 3APTIST CHURCH AND ST. PAULS

CHURCH ONLY. WORKSHOPS COMMENCED AT SEVEN P.M. CST AND ALL

TERI"IVATED BY NINE THIRTY P.M. CST. Oaﬂrp‘ IOQN BY BUREAU AGENTS
it} SERCE E VA VN
N ATTZNDAN .

REFLECT NOT MORE THAN TWENTY PEOPLE CE AT EACH MIE

B I ool SR S

NO EVIDENCE OF COVERAGE BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES.,
& [EB S o

N9 INCIDENTS OCCURRED, gl@,’
E1D '
wA L34 v ' e E‘/C

FZI WpSH DC

69 FEB-151985 <Y
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{/ ;/f‘:c, l TetiS
RESISTAARS OF UOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY, STL“4, ALA., VOTING
M . )
o

(Z// IEMYTEL  SIX FIFTYSIX'PA THIS DATE.
FOR INFO OF BUREAU THE LAST OF TW) HUNDRED NEGRO STUDENTS THAT

CONFINED AT CAMP THOMASTON, ALA., APPROXIMATELY SEVENTYFIVE,

W N
yqo WERE ARRESTED TWO TWO SIXTYFIVE HAVE BEEN RETURNED TO SEL™A, ALA.,
[ ————
G PROCESSED AND \f%/

TODAY AND HAVE 32EEN PROCESSZD, RELEASED OR ARE BEIN

RELEASED 3Y PRO3ATE JUDGE.
THE SEVENTYONE NEGRO ADULTS AND THREE WHITE ADULTS A??EDZPD
oiodg $2/-/283/-3 |3

TODAY FOR CONTEMPT OF COURT DURING DEMO\SE-XAMON aT /DALLAS coumy

CHURTHOUSE WSIE PROCESSED AT THE OLD NATIONA WARD A’NORY, —
THESE ARE BEING RELEASED ON N FEB 8 o5

%

WASHINGTON ST., SELMA, ALA.
NAL RE”O"NIZANCE 3OND IF RESIDENTS OF DALLA3

HUNDRED DOLLARS PERSO
—COUNTY, ALA., AND ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS SURETY 30KND IF NON-RE SIDENTS.
N

—

NE

12 1965<7/’

bic/




PAGE TWO

AS OF FIVEI THIRTY P.M. CST ONLY TWENTY OF THE A30VE WERE STILL

(@]

BEING PRIOCESSED.

ALL PERSOMS, TWENTYTWO IN NUM3ER, NEGROES, ARKESTED ON TWO
ANE DASH TW0 SIXTYFIVE OF CHARGE OF CONTRISUTING TO DELINQUENCY OF
MINQORS WERE RELEASED TWO FOUR, LAST ON BOND. TWENTYONE MADE ONE
HUYSPETD 22LLARS SURCTY 20NDS, ONE SIGNED ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS
PL232YAL RECOGNIZANCE 203ND.

AEGARDIM3 THREE NEGROES ARRESTED TQO ONE SIXTYFIVE ON
*ISCELLANEOUS CHARGES, SUCH AS PU3LIC DRUNK, CRIMINAL PROVOCATION
AND UNLAWFUL ASSEM3LY, ALL HAVE BEEN RELEASED ON BOND AS OF TWO
FOUR SIXTYFIVE, TWO MADE THREE HUNDRED DOLLARS SURETY 3OND AND ONE
SIGNED OWN 30ND,

THE APPROXIMATELY FOUR HUNDRED AND FIFTY NEGRO STUDENTS ARRESTED
IN TODAYSE DEMDONSTRATION ARE STILL AT CAMP SELMA AND DISPOSITION
RELATIVE TO THEM IS NOT KNOWN AT PRESENT TIME.

DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING MADE PRESS REFEASE TODAY AT BROUN'S
CUAPEL AME CHURCH THREE FORTYFIVE P.¥%. CST AND HE REPORTEDLY

STATZD THAT HE WANTED TO MEET WITH PRESIDENT JOHNSON MONDAY

EMD PAZE TY)

b i e



PACE THREE

REGARDING CHANGES IN THE VOTING APPLICATION IN ALABAMA., HE ALSO .
STATED THAT HE AND REV, ARBERNATHY HAD RECEIVED QJUOTE PROPER o

ek -

TREATMENT ENDQUOTE DURING HIS CONFINEMENT TO SELMA CITY JAIL. HE
STATED THAT ON MONDAY NEXT HE WOULD SPEAK Ai A MASS MEETING
¥ONTGO¥ERY, ALA., AND DEMONSTRATIONS.TO ENCdURAGE VOTER REGISTRATION
WOULD BE LISCUSSED AT THIS MEETING. '

KING LEFT BROWN'S CHAPEL APP20X FOUR FRTYFIVE P.M. CST AND
TTAVELED TO ¥ARION, ALA., HE INDICATED HE WOULD RZTURN TO SELYA,
ALA,.,, FOR NEETING AT 3ROWN'S CHAPEL SEYEN THIRTY PM TONIGHT.

NEGRO SOURCE SELMA REPORTED TODAY THAT QUOTE SELMA POLICE

()]

DEPARTV¥ENT OFFICERS HAD SHOT AT SOME NEZGRO CHILDREN INVOLVED IN
TYE RACIAL DEMONSTRATIONS IN SELMA ENDQUpTé. THIS INFO DISCUSSED
WITH AAG JOHN D0OAR ON SCENE AT SELMA.‘ INVESTIGATION CONDUCTED
PER REQUEST OF DOAR, REPEHSENTATIVE NUMBER OF NEGRO CHILDREN
INTEXVIEWED AND STATEMENTS OBTAINED FROM SELMA POLICE DEPARTMENT,

INFO COMCERNING INCIDENT WAS THAT OFFICER FIRED WARNINZ QHOT IN
AIR AT TIME NEGRO STUDENTS ATTENMPTING TO RUN IN ALLEY AND NO CHILD
INJURIED AS RESULT OF SHOT. THIS INFO BEING REPORTED IN MOBILE
FILE ONE SEVEN THREE DASH FOUR FOUR CAPTIONED U. S. VERSUS

EI'D PACGE THREE



JAMES G. CLARK, JR., SHERIFF DALLAS COUNTY, SELMA, ALA., ET AL,
CR - EL PER REQUEST OF AAG DOAR.

DEPT ATTORNEY CARL GASEL 3EING APPRISED OF PERTIENT
DETAILS HEREIN,

ATLANTA AND 3IRXINGHAM ADVISED AM.

END
KAV XTUNAXEX
VA JRL

FZI WASH DC
Tu AMND DISC

CC-MR. ROSEN
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REY;TEL T024AY.
e AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN FORTYFIVE A.M. CST, A GROUP OF
SEVENTYFOUR PERSONS, FORTYFOUX FEYALES, THIRTY MALES, ALL NEGROES,
AND T2 WHITF ¥YALES PLUS OME WHITE FEVALE, MARCHED FR0¥ 23RIUN'S
CHAPzZL AMZ CHURCH, SYLVAN ST., TO THE ALABAYMA STREET ENTRANCE OF
THZ DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE WHERE THEY WERE CONFRONTED JN THE f}
STEPS AT THZ ALA, ST. CNTRANCE, BY DALLAS COUNTY SHERIFF JAMES C. \qij

et ————

R Re ELEVEN F EIG oo RK | \ F
EE&IKJ Jd AT ZLEVEN FIFTYEIGHT A CLARK READ AN ORDER O

CIRCUIT JUDGE JA¥ES HARE ISSUED FEB. THRJ:.E, qur wycn WAS DEb- 3/?/
(OTEL FE3. THREE IN FULL. THE af-m =

4ol 2F

X, SCLC STAFF ﬁEWcER, W40 ASKED TO SEE Tﬁ% FEB 8 iy05

2 CRIBED IN

CORDY T

REGISTRAR OF VOTERS, AND AFTER CLARK READ THE ABOVE ORULX RIY
T ——————
VIVIAN IMADE SEVERAL STATEMENTS CONCERNING CLARK AND HIS APPARENT

STAMD ON THE RACIAL SITUATION REGARDING NEGROES AND THEN LED THE

¢

 ——— 3 TP S A ———

EVD PAZE ONE (\P,\c/ NS D
fgB 171902 S

bic




PACE TWOD

CROUP IN PRAYER. AFTER THE PRAYER WAS CONCLUDED, CLARX INFORMED
THEN THEY WERE UNDER ARREST FOR QUOTE, CONTENMPT OF COURT, UNQUOTE
AND TOOK THEY INTO THE 3UILDING TO THE SECOND FLOOR CIRCUIT COURT
R0CM, ACAIN CIRCUIT JUDGE JAMES HARE READ HIS ORDER TO THEM A
SECOND TI¥E., AT APPROXIMATELY TWO THIRTY P.l. CST THESE PERSONS
WERE STINZ TRANSFERRID 2Y BUS F0¥ THE DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE TO
THE QLD NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY ON WASHINGTON ST. IN SELMA. NOTHING
HAS Z2EEN DONE BY JUDZE HARE RELATIVE TO DiSPOSITION OF THE CHARGE
AGAINST THESE SEVENTYFOUR INDIVIDUALS. REPORTEDLY THE TRANSFER
FrJ¥ THE COURTHOUSE TO THE NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY WAS DONE BECAUSE
OF THE FACT CIRCUIT JUDGE HARE IS HOLD&NG A CONFERENCE AT THREE
P.M. CST IN THE COURTROOM WITH THE ALABAMA CONGRESSMEN WHO ARE ON
THE SCENE AT SELMA, ALA., THESE INDIVIDUALS ARE DICK DICKINSON,
JOHN BUCHANAN, JIM MARTIN, AND GLENN ANDREWS. 1IT WAS ASCERTAINED
THIS MEETING IS A CLOSED MEETING, NOT OPEN TO THE PRESS OR ANY
OTHER INDIVIDUAL. AFTER HARE COMPLETES HIS CONFERENCE WITH THE
ALA, CONGRESSMEN, HE REPORTEDLY WILL THEN DISPOSE OF THE CASES
AGAINST THE SEVENTYFOUR INDIVIDUALS ARRESTED THIS MORNING,

END PASE TW?




PAZE THREE

,g:-:,. B

AT APPROXIVATELY TWELVE THIRTYSEVEN P.M. A GROUP OF APPROX.
FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY NEGRO STUDENTS BEGAN MARCHING TO THE DALLAS
COUNTY COURTHOUSE FROM THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH. THIS ¥MARCH WAS
ACCOYPLISHED BY SEPARATING INTO GROUPS OF FOUR AND FIVEI AMD
WALKING APPROXINATELY TEN TO FIFTEEN FEET APART. AFTER THEY
ARRIVED AT THE DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE, THEIY MADE LINES OF
STUDENTS 2ACK AND FORTH ON THE LAUDERDALE ST. SIDE OF THE DALLAS
COUNTY COURTHOUSE WHERE THEY 3EGAN SINSING FREEDOYM SONGS AND
HOLDING PLACARDS THEY TOOK FROM UNDER THEIR CLOTHES WHICH RELATED
TO VOTER REGISTRATION. AFTER THE ENTIRE GROUP HAD ARRIVED AT THE
DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE SIDEWALK, SHERIFF JAMES G, CLARK READ A
COPY OF THE QQQEE~QF CIRCUIT JUDGE HARE DATKD..FER, THREE, LAST
TC THE GRNUP_OVER A_2ULL--H8RN, AS NOTED, THIS ORDER WAS FURNISHED
THE 3UREAU IN MOTEL OF FEB. THREE, LAST. THE GROUP WAS TOLD BY

CLARK TO DISPERSE, AND AFTEXR THEY REFUSED TO DO SO AND 3EGAN
e tmtmstas®

SINGING MORE FREEDOM SONGS, THEY WERE PLACED UNDER ARREST BY

SHERIFF CLARX AT ONE EIGHTEEN P.M. AND MARCHED NORTH ON LAUDERDALE

ST. T0O THE OLD NATIONAL GUARD AXRMORY. SHORTLY THEREAFTER, THEY

END PASE THREE



PAGE FOUR

WERF ALL LOADED ON SCHOOL 3USES AND TAKEN TO ALA. PRISON CANP, i
HVY. EIGHTY WEST, SELMA, ALA. THE LAST 3US LEFT THE ARMORY

with A eroup oF sTupents AT Tvo FIFTEEN P.r. csT. (TGN
I $ o

AT ONE TWELVE P.4., DRe MARTIN LUTHER KING AND REV. RALPH

AZERNATHY LEZFT THE SELYMA CITY JAIL AWTER THEIR 30NDS OF OKE

JNDREZ 2JLLARS POSTED 2Y REV. L. L.JANDERSON AND EDWIN L, D_ A-IPV'

[ Sy

‘0S5, THEY WENT FROM THE JAIL IN A LATE MODEL CADILLAC AT ONE
FORTYFIVE P.¥. TO THE RESIDENCE OF MRS. AMELIX30YNTON, ONE THREE

et m—- v T v—————— !

FIVE FIVE LAPSLEY ST. _AT THE BOYNTON RESIDENCE, THEY WERE MET
T = Y Sa Ay A A

SY THE SIXTEEN CONSRESSMEN REFERRED TO IN RETEL, AND A FEW BRIEF
COMXENTS WERE MADE 3Y KING TO SOME PRESS REPRESENTATIVES ON THE
SCENE, AND HE ANNOUNCED HE WOULD HOLD A FORMAL PRESS CONFERENCE

AT THREE P.M.  TODAY AT BROWN'S CHAPEL AME CHURCH, HOWEVER AS OF
THREE THIRTY P.M. THERE HAS BEEN NO REPORT OF THIS PRESS CONFERENCE
BEING HELD. AS OF THREE THIRTY P,M. CST, KING WAS STILL LOCATED

IN THE HOYE OF DR. SULLIVANXJACKSON, ONE FOUR ONE SIX LAPSLEY

e — e

ST., SELYA. AlAL

IND PASE FOUR




PAGE FIVE

6S OF THREE THIRTY P.M. CST, IT WAS REPORTED PART OF THE
DELEGATION OF SIXTEEN CONGRESSMEN FROM WASHINGTON HAD MERGED
WITH THE DELEGATION OF ALA. CONSRESSYMEN IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
RO0Y OF JUDGE HARE WHERE A CLOSED CONFEXENCE IS BEING HELD AND
ADMITTANCE 3ARRED 3Y ALA. STATE TROOJPERS. . SEVERAL OF THE
DELEGATION OF CONGRESSMEN FROM WASHINGTON, D.C., ARE PRESENTLY
OUTSIDE OF BROWN'S CHAPEL AYE CHURCH AS OF THREE THIRTY P.W.
CEIN3 QUISTINONED 3Y ¥EM3ERS OF THE NEWS X¥EDIA,

435T. ATTORNEY GENEZAL JOHN DOAR AND CHARLES QUAINTANCE,
DEPT. ATTORNEY, ON SCENE AT SELMA BEING ADVISED. IT 15 NOTED
30TH OF THESF DEPARTYENTAL OFFICIALS O3SERVED THE DEMCNSTRATIONS
AMD THE A3QVE ARRESTS,
END .
VA BMS
F2I WASH DC

TU A¥D DISC
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REGISTRARS OF VOTERS ‘F-o5. ‘

DALIAS COJNTY, ALABAMA RS T ““,?’s
VOTING DISCRIMINATION, 4 P

CR = EL ™6 “'Z.JG er/zo;«’ Liics

Re Jackson teletypes to Bureau and Mobile 1-18-6
1-19-65 and 1-20-65.

he
Enclosed for Bureau are an original and seven copies
of LHM. Fnclosed for Mobile is one copy of LHM.

%g 1-18 65 in which he denies knowng a

E The affidavit of
‘rained in Jackson file.

been ma: -

was interviewed on 1-19-65 by SAS

lanc | The attempted interview of \
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kﬁz e interviews on 1-20-65 with
bo Missigsipg

andge ]

were conducted b A 5

and
!

ézu Nb further investigation bﬁ}qg con
matter.

-,

-Bureat(Encf G A l/ ‘JL'. "'/5

)

% - l-Mobilec!inc.:1) oA e

C$& l-Jackscon IRLE N Q
b¢

— / R T PP p b
w, T ¢
%ed /‘ K% @A—— Sent \‘"M ' Per
B 23 1965 ec al Agent in Charge )

- —— L eae

ducted in“ernsg

,_‘I!QFEB L 198
J \'"'.;‘ o

e




s

-
iy L W
i e

{
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Jackson, Mississippi
January 28, 1965

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No. 44_883

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

gent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation(FBI) to arrange
for an interview at his convenience to discuss any alleged
threats against the life of Martin Luther King, or infor
concerning a conspiracy to kill Martin Luther King.

stated that he would not make arrangements for an interview
and advised that he would not tdk to "any FBI Agent'. He
refused to make any further comment or explain why he would
not consent to an interview.

On January 19, 1965

TR7T U j//15 3/ =20
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e
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concerning a threat to kill Martin Luther King or concerning
any conspiracy to kill Martin I.uterKin He advi.sed that

a
he table was occupile

-f




" REGISTRARS OF VOTERS g -
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

)

he above
and

dhiknown white male approached

LW

stated, "I heard King won't be here long e goes to - : i
Selma, Alaha e individuals seated at the table ¥+’
had been s fjies” and the individual that approached

the table

: and was
apparently known to

( stated that he did not
hear any comment by about an alleged killing
of Martin Luther King. He bellieves that all individuals -
at the table heard the above comment, but does not believe
any of them took the comment seriously, All had been
drinking before the meal, but no one was intoxicated.— \
advised he has no knowledge of any conspiracy to kill Martin
Luther King and is certain that the individuals seated at his 1C
table in the restaurant were not engaged 1n any conSpiracy 20
to kill K.lngo T .

On January 20, 1965 .
= C4JE/F’

Luther Kin
(ot the WhIETey HoE Wont gondrsis i ,
1985, but does n : the meetfaiﬁ or

&' ) “that indicated .
King would at there was a conspiracy to kill
Kin tated that he is certain in his mind that none
of the sible leaders of CCA would have anything to do

with attempted violence against Martin Luther King.

s L

e go-



. REGISTRARS OF VOTERS )
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA :
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

, ¢ does not recall making any = "
stateme - either at the meetings or in the private company - ;-
of any of)fhe individuals attending the meetings that he - &‘ s

had heard Mdrtin- Luther,g[ng would be killed within 36 hours,
at Selma, Alabama, - )advised that it is possible he
made some statement in JEBT concerning the possihility that
some one would kill King, He advised that if he made such a
statement it was not based on any personal knowledge of a
conspiracy or based upon any information he had received
concerning a conspiracy to kill King. He is certain that he
did not make any such comment before one of the official .

meetings but if any such comment was made by him it was made

in an informal private group. He advised that he has no b7c
information concerning any conspiracy to kill King and would
not be a party to any such violent act, He stated that he b7D
feels certain no ‘¢ & ?W@’f “i? ;‘»333‘*‘ would be involved in any

conspiracy or intended to do ¢ anyv olent act against King.
*ndicated that during the meetings he heard numerous \
rumors around the Whitley Hotel about King, All these rumors i

were speculative in nature and were mainly concerned with
possible trouble in Selma, Alabama, indicated that

he was not particularl opuquf _ ;and occasionall
some joking occurred . _;;‘ eibers )
advised that rumors at the -Hotel eculation that

a clash might occur between George Lincol kwell and King A/ 4
at Selma. He also heard rumors at the Hotel that Rockwell ~— —-—

intended to RAVE ) ; WBile, &%’PM “5
Gl ,_,«-s ",_, = % .:,»u—"r'*‘t'; ? ". o 4 e : :A'.f‘;,"f : A' ese lcwell
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rumors lead CGA to place a guard at the entrance to their
meetings. The rumors proved to be unfounded as Rockwellwxar” Ef7c
never did come to the Hotel, indicated that SR 1970
various rumors about King and Rockwell were probably ased, §.
from member to member YOOK meétinggl He has' o i

inf ormation concerning the origin of the rumor about someone
killing King.~ -

This document contains’ neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency. :
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4,»{ REMYTEL TODAY. )
A 2
7 A GROUP OF APPROXIMATELY TWO HUNDRED NINETEEN NEGRO STUDENTS ﬁ

BEGAN MARCHING IN SMALL GROUPS FROM FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, SYLVAN
ST., TO THE DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE, THE FIRST GROUP ARRIVING AT
THREE THIRTYNINE PM CST AND CONTINUED CONGREGATING UNTIL THE
ENTIRE GROUP WAS LINED UP ON THE VEST SIDE OF LAUDERDALE ST. ALONG
SIDE THE DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE FACING_EAST, THE LAST GROYP é
ARRIVING AT THREE FIFTYEIGHT PN, THE eno?révs%céolzgu Y)&Otigeg/ -3/
SIDE THE COURTHOUSE, SOME HOLDING PLACARDS CONTAINING xagm“sms._a
NENTS RELATIVE To VOTING, UNTIL FOUR NINETEEN PN WHEW rmy, m 1965
MARCHING AVAY TOVARD BROVNS CHAPEL ANE CHURCH, SYLVAN ST 2_7
TOVARD FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH. AS THE LINE STARTED BREADING UP, THREE

NEGRO MALES WERE ARRESTED BY DEPUTYA% OF ﬂlE DALL COUNTY

b7e
’\ENQDFEA.‘GE‘ Q'“m()i."ﬁ?“\."." 2 1z 1r TR _




PAGE TVO ccccee
SHERIFF-S OFFICE

THESE
PERSONS APPEARED TO BE OLDER THAN OTHER NEGRO STUDENTS AND APPEARED
TO BE ORGANIZERS OR ADMINISTRATING THE LINES. OTHER NEGRO CHILDREN
CONTINUED MARCHING B»(x)é\ TOVARD BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH AND FIRST
BAPTIST CHURCH WITH A NUMBER DISPERSING.

THE FIFTY PERSON dﬁAe m-:s‘r.t:?‘ _fﬂ‘:ff? J?‘," ’ 1}4% gfxggc EFV' 'JAMES
Eﬂg..\%m LEADER. ON courmn “OF COURT-CHARSES VERE ALL-BROUGHT 7/,
BEFORE CIRCUIT JUDGE JAMES A. HARE, DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE, AND T
FOUND GUILTY ON CONTEMPT CHARGES AND EACH VWAS INDIVIDUALLY SENTENCED
TO FIFTY DOLLARS AND FIVE DAYS.

END PAGE TVWO cccccvccee



PAGE THREE ececccos | " e

S OVISED HE HAS RECEIVED NO PLANS REGARDING ANY MASS
MEETING ORFURTHER DEMONSTRATIONS TODAY.
END PAGE THREE [ A XX NN X X X J
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PAGE FOUR .ec0eee

BOARD OF REGISTRARS CLOSED" FOUR THIRTY PM AND THIRTEEN
NUMBERS HAD BEEN ISSUED, ALL TO NEGROES. VICTOR ATKINS, CHAIRMAN,
SAID BOARD VILL BE OPEN EACH DAY THIS WEEK FOR ISSUANCE OF NUMBERS
BUT WILL NOT CONDUCT REGISTRATIONS UNTIL MONDAY FEB, FIFTEENTH,
NEXT. : B

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY BRIAN LANDSBERG ON THE SCENE BEING

-

ADVISED PERTINENT Dzszopzqsrs. :

l"

END .
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F2I WASH DC

FEI MO3ILE “ A

’ 4 M Urotter
Tele. Room__
+{ M =3 H.imes
«§ Mies Gandy.

120P¥ CSF¥ URGENT 2/5/65 MCM

ECTOR /44-12831/

MORILE /44-557/ ~

4 O Cleluon Faus

‘Z("ISTnALi_Q_L_,\l’)T%:a, TSAUTAS TAONTY, SEL'A, ALA., VOTING

DISCRI“INATION, CR, EL. ELELTION LAWDS

W8

a»

3

bt
pt 3
A NEGRO YASS MEETIN3 CO¥MENCED AT EIGHT FORTYFIVE RB.Y gi’,

<
B 2"M'S CHAPEL AYE CHURCH, WITH AN ESTIMATED ATTENDANCE_OF -

h

e
APPRNYIVATELY OME HUNDRED SIXTY, ¥OSTLY ADULTS. AT FIgT ‘BA#IST

CHURCY, CORMNER OF SYLVAN AND JEFF DAVIS AVE., A MESZTING OF NEGRO

STUDENTS ALSO ZEZAN AROUND EIGHT FORTYFIVE AN, AND ATTENDANCE
ESTI¥ATED AT TVWO HU‘.\‘DR':S.l FIFTY TO THREE HUNDRED NEGRO SUTDENTS.

MO DE¥OMSTRATIONS OR OTHER ACTIVITY AROUND THE COURTHOUSE, DALLAS
COUNTY, HAS OCCURRED AS OF ELEVEN THIRTY F\?}ol‘. \?_Q

U. S. MARSHAL GEORGE STUART, SDA, &ISED I%FORI*‘A;ION HAD /’ ,7

BEEN RECEIVED SIXTEEN CONGRESSKEN PLUS ADAM CLAYTON POWELL-‘& -

it . o SC ol
SEVENTEEN YEAR OLD SON ARE DUEBTO ARRIVE IN MONTGOE{ERY,. A]:El fgg‘gp 1965
{rn
ELEVEN T}'&R}Y 'A.'I‘S. ,TODAY. THESE CONGRESSMEN WILL THEREAFTE-Nwems . commg

“'G‘.

TRAVEL TO SELMA AND:LUNCH AT THE HOLIDAY INN, TH_}EREAFTER THEY

F‘?\D DA(‘E ONE.. %M?

TN e g

MR Ciun ol FOR THEMBR.ZCTC

SBFEE 1] 1965 Q\




PAGE TW0..

UVILL ATTEVPT TO ARRANGE MEETING WITH DALLAS COUNTY AUTHORITIES A

AND SELNMA CITY OFFICIALS TO DISCUSS PRESENT CIVIL RIGHTS SITUATION

e sesa iy e, (Y 1

SEL¥A, HAS ADVISED TYE GENERAL CONSESUS OF OPINION RIGHT NOW

A“DUNG OFFICIALS OF THE COUNTY AND CITY IS THEY DO NOT DESIRE TO

MEET WITH THE GROUP SINCE THEY FEEL IT IS A BIASED AND UN-

NSJECTIVE, PUSLICITY SEEKINS GRQUP OF COMGRESSYEN DESIRING NJOTHIPS

MORE THAM TO HMAKE &BG?E,”POLITICAL HAYC’UQEQKﬂQnOUT OF THE CIVIL L
ac

F
r1GiTs stTuaTion AT SELXA, [ STATED, HOWEVER, THERE was STILL [ qa
SOYE DISCUSSION GOING ON AMOUNS THE OFFICIALS AND POSSISLY THEIR

)

STANMD WNULD CHANGE LATER IN THE DAY AND THEY MIGHT MEET WITH THZISE

U.S. MARSHYAL ADVISES THAT AFTER THE CONGRESSMEN ARE SUPPOSED
TO YEET WITH THE CITY AND COUNTY ADMINISTRATION, THEY WILL RECEIVE
COMPLAINTS FROM CITIZENS REGARDING THE LOCAL RACIAL UNREST AT THREE
P.¥, CST IN THE SECOND FLOOR FEDERAL COURT ROOM IN THE FEDERAL BLDG.

SEL¥A., THIS PROCEDURE WAS REPORTEDLY CLEARED WITH THE ATTORNEY

ZI'D PAGCSE TW0..




o

ASE THREE...
SENERAL ON Fcz3, FOUR LAST. NO RADIO BROADCAST, TV OR PHOTOGRAPHIC
COVERAGE WILL 3E ALLOWED ON THE SECOND FLOOR OF THE COURTHOUSE, éf
HOWEVER REPORTERS WILL BE ALLOWED TO ATTEND THE SESSION WHERE THE |
CONCRESSKMENM WILL RECEIVE CONMPLAINTS FROM VARIOUS NEGROES WHO WERE
COFFINED DURING THE RACIAL DENONSTRATIONS AT SELY¥A. THESE CON-
GRESSMEN ARE RZPORTED TO 3E AS FOLLOWS:

IINGHAM OF NEW YORK, XOHELAR OF CALIF., CONYER OF ¥ICH.,
PIzes OF .ICH., DOYW OF NEW YORK, DYAL OF CALIF., HAVXINS OF CALIF,,
RZ3VICK OF NEY YORK,y RYAN OF NEW YORK, SCHEUER OF NEW YONRK,
VIVIAN OF MICH., REED OF NEW YORK, MIATHAS OF MARYLAND, MORSE OF

MASS., EDWARDS OF CALIF., AND NIX OF PA.
MQ IMFOYATION HAS BEEN RECEIVED AS TO WHEN DR. MARTIN LUTHER
KING OR REV. RALPH ABERNATHY WILL MAKE 30ND AND LEAVE THE SELMA

o1y et N | -
S |0 :FFORTS HAVE BEEN MADE BY EITHER KING OR b0

ABERNATHY TO ARRANGE BOND., HOWEVER, AT NINE NINE A.M. REV.
ANDREZW YOUNG AND JAMES BEVEL, STAFF MEMBERS OF SCLC, HAD CONFERRED
END PAGE THREE...




PAZE FOUR
WITH DR. KIN3 AT THE SELMA CITY JAIL TO FURTHER bISCUSS PLANS
AND STATUS OF RACIAL DEMONSTRATIONS AT SELMA.

INFO HAS BEEN REQEIVED THAT AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN THIRTY
A.N. A DELEGATION OF ALA3AMA CONGRESSMEN ARRIVED IN SELMA AND
ARE ON SCENE AND FURNISHING VARIOUS PRESS RELEASES CONCERNING
TYEIR BEING IN SELMA, HOWEVER THE IDENTITIEé ARE NOT XNOWN AT
THE PRESENT TIME, 3UT THEY ARE CONFERRING WITH DALLAS CdUNTY
OFFICIALS AS OF ELEVEN THIRTY.

ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL JOHN DOAR IS ON SCENE AT SELMA
ANT ZTIN3 ADVISED OF ALL PERTINENT DEIVELOPYENTS.

W4 RPP
F2I WASH DC
TU P

CE.WiR. ROSEN f‘ Jﬂc’

et 7

o

b1
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. ' . Mr, Tolso
. v FEDERAL BUREAU G NVEST'GATIOI a’équ Be;moﬁ
(" COMMUNICATIONS sscnon B ) Wm‘_
FEES 1965/, Mr, Calanan—
Mr, F,

At CST  URBENT 2/3/65 LP3 V Mr, Trotter

Tele. Room_ .
T S1°5£03¢44-12331) Misa Holmes

b1

1
A
<
(3

YOSILE (44-55T)

S O
- A FlEcTion LAXMS

_AFZISTRARS QF yATrRS, DALLAS CQNTY, ALAZAYA, VOTINE
gi;rq_kismi Clectica Lawg
o - sl

MEZRQ ¥ASS MEETING 3ROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH, SELA TOt\I&—{T
CENTRAL STAVDARD TimE
EVEY THIRTVY Pf‘f-e-i—i) AND TERMINATED APP ﬁ_‘;ATLL? NIND

- e~ TRYT LT -~
STZIMMING AT

93]

FARTYFIVZ P, FESTINZ ATTEINDED 23Y ESTIMATED CRQOVD OF APPROXINATELY

PIINCIPAL SPEAKERS, JAMES 3LVEL, S58E€, =V, FREDIRICK De. REESE

WHTE MAELE
PRZ3SIDJENT DALLAS CO(”V“T“‘R: LEAGUE AND A)P'(, RICHARD COS, W"HO 1S

rIVE YUMDRED PER3QNS.
SOUTHERN CHRISTIALD LEADERSHI P COVFEREMNE Q
ALLED3EDLY A MINISTER FROM NEW YORK. ,BEVEL bT?EDSED ”3&‘_ DEMONSTRATIO
»ORE PETITIONIMS AND STATED &Hﬁ» IT WOULD NOT 3E i‘*z:m’: INGELKA
‘ " s u&thTf&uTi“bg{
FO3 A LOV3 TINE &2 E. 3EVEL ALS0 EXTREMELY C‘?ITICPL OF—‘ﬂv‘Bﬂ)
DANIEL H. THOXAS, MOSILE, CALLING HIY &:‘ma. 'Sk RE\:ATIQQ,‘IST Juoae
EWTIITE '.thO HAS BEEN CONFERRING WITH SWE%F JA"?ES 3 MB! 3 ?

ON THE SIDE. BEVEL STATED Q=¥ \T‘-lE A"'ERIuAN RADITIO\I WAS TO

£7 AYD CYEAT AND ALYAYS WOULD 3%.§7' E":..":.’m. eSFEB 101965 |
s27 === b7
- — SELWA AIVISID HE RECEIVID

I- R THAT, D2ALLAS CO. S92ARD OF R‘"GI::TRA?: WOULD HAVE A 320K OPEN

WraY IAY THIS WEEK AND AVAILASLE FOR NE S TO SIGM 300K SO
&= pasE oue &\ b7C




PAGE T™O

TAEY COULD RECEIVE PRIORTITY NUM3ERS FOR REGISTRATION FE3. FIFTEEN
NEXT. THAT 37ARD OF REGISTRAXS HAS STATED THEY WOULD ALLOW E=ZVIRY
NZSRC WHOQ APPEARED TO REGISTER TO FILL OUT APPLICATION 3Y JULY 9NE
NEXT EVEN IF BJARD HAD TO HAVE EXTRA REGISTRATION DAYS IN ORDER T3

J COPLY WITH USDJ THOMAS'S ODRDER OF FE3. FOUR LAST.
JA¥ES 2EVEL, SCLC WAS INFORKMED OF THE A3JVE

-
=4

v}
oo ]
%2
w)
1=
z
Q
)

°F 2UREAU ASENT AND 3EVEL STATED THIS WAS NOT ENJUZ4® THAT HE
UANTZD RTEISTIATION 30A%D 4 OPLN TOVEDRROW AND THAT 2ECEIVING A
PRIORITY NUM3ER WOULD NOT SATISF#NEGROES AND HE HAD INSTRUCTED
TYE% TO GET A NU¥ZER TOMORROW 3UT REMAIN IN LINE AT COURTHOUSE

AND MOT LEAVE THE AREA. THAT THE NEGROES COULD ALWAYS GET A
e FAVORASLE ‘Feotr RULING FROM JUDGE TUTTLE IN ATLANTA
IF THEIY NfﬁéED IT AND TYEY DIDN'T INTEND TO COMPLY WITH THE ORDER
ISSUED By JUDGE THOMAS.

;pVE§§§% OF ¥MEETING TONIGHT HANDLED BY BAKER AND TWO PLAIN

Palice Department

CL°"THES OFFICERS OF SELMA,PﬂION SCENE. BUREAUAGENTS O02SERVING.
. Sheriff's Office

ONE Pg ANTTWO 5% CARS O0BSERVED PATROLING IN AREA.

DEPTLATTORNEYS 3RIAN LANDS3ERG AND MORTON SKLAR BEING ADVISED.

A L=A

FZI waAsSH OC

A"




. L3 2/8/65
_'dENERAL INVESTIGATIVE HiAstoN
We are keeping the De ment currently
advised of developments in®elma, Alabama.
U. S. District Judge Daniel H, Thomas,
mentioned in attached teletype, is the judge
who issued a Federal order that all Negroes
wishing to register were to be registered by




.- FEBERAL BURFAU GF INVESTIGATION

| DEPARTMENT
. FBI WASH DC#* : &'M?ﬂummmrg St M;N
‘ FEB4 1965
FBI MOBILE TELETYPE Mr. Collzkan ..
Mr. C —
CST  2/4/65 URGENT CCM e, Pl

DIRECTOR (44-12831) AND WASHINGTON FIELD
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% Mr. Treiter.. ...
Cele. Roo™M e

Miss Hol i08 o
Miss Gandy e

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS OF_DALLAS COUNTY ALABAM
Civl Rights “gjezica Laws
DISCRIMINATION, K - prfc —=

9:.‘\’\#‘7

TN
® brc
TWO THREE SIXTY

NEGRO MASS MEETING HELD AT BROWNS CHAPEI:. AME CHURCH.,

REMOTEL TO DIRECTOR SIX ZERO SEVEN PM

SLYVAN STREET, SELMA, TONIGHT. MEETING BEGAN APPROXIMATELY SEVEN
THIRTY PM CST AND TERMINATED AT TEN FORTYFIVE PM CST WITHOUT INCIDENT.

- f"
ESTIMATED ATTENDANCE FIVE HUNDRED FIFTY TO SIX HUNDRED NEGROES.
SouTHERN CHRILTIAN LEADERSN, P CONFEMLGIE

PRINCIPAL SPEAKERK WAS REV. FRED SHUTTLESWORTH, -S€:€% STAFF

WHO CALLED FOR CONTINUING DEMONSTRATIONS AT SE!;MA AND CONTINUING
o

%
DRAMATIZATION OF RACIAL Ii‘@-’xGE OF THE BLACK BELT BREA OF ALABAMA,
NO SPECIFIC PLANS INDICATEPD FOR FEB FOUR INSTANT, HOWEVER,
)GENERAL TONE OF MEETING INDICATED DEMONSTRATIONS WbULD CONTINUE.

. =
COVERAGE OF MEETING HANDLED BY J. NILSUN_BAKE;Q: DIRECTOR PUBLI
£ = Police Department
SAFETY, SELMA. TWO PLAIN CLOTHES POLICE OFFICERS;“FHREE% CARS
Sherjif's Office :

CARS PATROLING ARE.9 BURRAY AFENTS OBSERVING.

e

( AND FOUR

@ FED 101965 | Lye

Y




PAGE TWO

COPY OF ORDER OBTAINED FROM DALLAS CO COURTHOUSE WHICH IS REPORTED
TO BE SERVED ON DEMONSTRATORS AND OTHER INDIVIDUALS IN SELMA. THIS
ORDER IS SIGNED BY JAMES A. HARE, JUDGE OF CIRCUIT COURT», DALLAS COD..,

ALA AND DATED FEB THREE SIXTYFIVE. COMPLETE CONTEXT TO BE INCORPORATEL

LETTCDINAD MDIIORANDUM
IN WEEKLY 4+ HOWEVER IN SUMMATION THIS ORDER STATES IT WILL BE
Chief of Polics )
PLACED IN HANDS OF SHERIFF, SELMA AND IT DIRECTS THEM TO

FULLY ENFORCE ORDER. THE ORDER STATES THAT THE COURT BY ITS PROCESS
TO PRESERVE PEACE AND ETC AROUND THE DALLAS CO COURTHOUSE AND DUE

TO DEMONSTRATIONS OCCURRING IN THE PAST TEN DAYS IT IS5 ORDERED THAT ANY
PERSON OR PERSONS GﬂﬁE‘ATTEMPTING TO ASSEMBLE IN», AROUND OR ABOUT

DALLAS CO COURTHOUSE OR GROUNDS FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEMONSTRATING
beandare
OR ASSEMBLING FOR SAID PURPOSE #i#—3I%T HEREBY ORDERED TO SEPARATE
AS
AND DI%S"JBLE AND TO VACATE SAID COURTHOUSE GROUNDS AND ITS IMMEDIATE
VICINITY SO AS NOT TO INTERFER WITH COURT IN THE DUE ADMINSTRATION OF

JUSTICE AND THE BUSINESS THAT IS CARRIED ON BY THE PUBLIC AT OR IN THE

OFFICES OF SAID COURTHOUSE. THIS YOU WILL IN NO WISE OMIT UNDER

AN

PENALTY OF LAW ’Etw.

t

END' PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE 57 c
SELMA ADVISED TONIGHT HE TALKED b7o
oo |
TO A SCLC REPRESENTATIVE JOYCE ROLL /PHY WHO IS REPORTED TO BE A

\\"‘ R~ ar’
SEC@FEN THE SCLC OFFICE WASHINGTON D C AND SHE ADVISED A CONGRESSIONAL

COMMITTE HEADED BY ADAM CLAYTON POWELL AND FIVE OTHERS DESCRIBED
BY HER AS Qﬂﬁ:ﬁ?LIBERALS“ENﬁﬁGﬂE OR NEGRO MEMBERS OF CONGRESS WOULD
ARRIVE SELMA FEB FIVE NEXT AND WILL STAY AT HOTEL ALBERT, SELMA.
PURPOSE OR LENGTH NOT KNOWN OTHER THAN TO WE“INVESTIGATE‘M
THE SITUATION IN SELMA.

WFO SHOULD IMMEDIATELY CONTACT LOGICAL SOURCE INCLUDING SCLC
OFFICE WASHINGTON FOR VERIFICATION OF ABOVE INFORMATION AND DETAILS
OF TRIP. SUTEL MOBILE.

HOTEL ALBERT, SELMA AT PRESENT HAS NO RESERVATIONS FOR ABOVE

[}

GROUP.

! DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEYS MORTON SKLAR AND CHARLES QUANTAINCE
BEING ADVISED.

END?

WA~3HFL

FBILHASH DC*
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[ handled.

- 7 2/4/68 .
; GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION

Reverends Martin L r King and
Ralph Abernathy remain in jail in Selma,
Alabama, after having been arrested 2/1/65
in connection with their Negro voter
registration drive activities.

The drive organizers have been
utilizing Negro school children to parade in
support of the program and hundreds have
been arrested this week for their participa-
tion in demonstration parades.

Acting Assistant Attorney General
John Doar, evening of 2/3/65, requested
investigation of conditions under which
juveniles are detained at Camp Selma,
Selma, Alabama, after allegations of
mistreatment were received. This is being

The Department is being currently
advised of developments.



-~
. o e, T
L : e f

( FEDERAL BT G LT \ ;/7%_‘;}'%

. it AUNGAT.ONS S5 , o /
- FEBG 1985 Lérv
TELETYPE B
| . @
M Tl
My 10 oa
Tele. Ruim

Miss Ho'ois_
Miss Gamiy

F2I  MOBILE
12:43 ~ A% CST URGENT  2/6/§5 LP3 (3)

RECTOR (44-12331) AND ATLANTA
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o

= GELECTION LAWS.

PERISTIATIAON QF ﬂ”T"?S, DALLAS CQUNTY,. SELYA, ALABAYRy

- C'VIRI‘,,..
oIscRIy I”ﬁ:[:}.‘, &, e:'l:‘ TLau,
REMOTELS TWO FIVE SIXTYFIVE. C:j

DR. MARTIN L,iJTHEn KING SPOXKE AT NEGRO MASS ?ALL% SRaY ES
CHAPEL AME C‘HU?CH TONIGHT FOR PERIOD OF APPROXINMATE g THIREY
NMINUTES, PRIOP TO HIS RETURN TO SELMA ABOUT SEVEN IﬁInTP? CsT
HE HAJ,',«"AJE- TALK AT A KETHODIST CHURCH IN MARION, AFA. AFSVR
ARRI VAL BAC‘( II\ SELMA KING VISITED THE HONE OF DR. QJLLIVA'N JACKSON ’
AND AR?_IVED A'l' BROWN'S CHAPEL AME CHURCH An@' NINE ZERO FIVE PX ‘

AND LEF§ AT ABOUT TEN PM. AFTER HE Lr_Fh(@ncm HEJ&EJR\ E 3’3/ 3:;2(

JACK:OIk‘DWE WHERE IT I3 PIEPO‘?TED HE WILL S,QEM/ HE NI
~l‘§ #‘zll

AFTER HIS ARRIVAL AT THE JA"KSOR 3"‘@4&%“ JOHN DOAR WAS pyFEB 401985

3UREAU ASENTS ENTERING- THE JACKa‘OI_I“RESIDENCE AND SHORT Lyt 3T A [ Pt

REV. FRED SHUTTLESWORTH AND WIFE, PETER HALL, NEGRO ATTORNEY FROY

BIRVINGHAY AND PERSON BELIEVED TO BE FRED WALLACE, NAAPC ATT é

FrD PASZE ON
cER 17 mesﬂj “\% <



PAZE TWO ) .
FRO4 NEW YORK ARRIVED AT RESIDENCE. ABDOUT TEN MINUTES LATER ¥OST
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN KERDERSN/P CONFERENL E i
OF THE S&LC STAFF WHO ARE LEADERS OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT 1IN

L
e

SELYA APPEARED AT THE JACXSON HOME AND ENTERED SAME, MEETING AT

| 40¥E STILL I PR0GRESS AS OF ELEVEN FIFTEEN PM CST.

ESTIYATED ATTENDANCE AT MASS MEETING BROWN'S CHAPEL SEVEN TO
EIZHT HUNDRED REGROES AND THREE TO FOUR HUNDIED NEZRD STUDENTS
¥ILLIME AROUMD QUTSIDE OF CHURCH AS THFY WERE UNABLE TO GAIN
EMTRANCE INTO CHURCH BECAUSE OF CROWDED CONDITION.

XING IS REPORTED TO HAVE AGAIN STATED THAT HE WILL ATTEND A
MESS MEETING IN MONTGOMERY, ALA., TWO EIGHT, NEXT AND VILL
0XGAFIZE A @UOTE DRIVE CWBAWSFE TO GET NEGROES REGISTERED IN
“ONT3ONERY COUNTY. ACCORDING TO— KING WILL LEAVE E"D
MONTGOMERY, ALA., ON QUOTE EARLY FLIGHT E#32UOTE TWO SIX, NEXT
TO ATLANTA, GA. WILL LEAVE ATLANTA QUOTE SOMETIME SUNDAY NIGHT ”
ENDOYSTE TO SEVEN NEXT TO GO TO WASHINGTON, D.C. IN WASHINGTOW
HE INTENDS TO ATTENPT TO OBTAIN AN APPOINTMENT WITH PRESIDENT
JOHNSON- FOR THE PURPOSE OF REQUESTING JOHNSON'S INTERVENTION IN

VOTER REGISTRATION MATTERS IN ALABAMA INORDER TO MAKE IT EASIER

| T0 BECOME A QUALIFIED VOTER. THEREAFTER HE INTENDS TO RETURN TO

SEL¥A OR MOWTGOMERY, ALA., FOR MASS MEETING NIGHT OF TWO EIGHT
END PAGE TWD




PAST THREE
SIXTYFIVE,
REV. JANES BEVEL, STAFF MEX3ER SCLC, ADVISE
wear : 2-0-
AT CHURCH THAT NO DEMONSTRATIONS 14& SCHEDULED FOR TWO SIX DASH
SEVEN SIXTYFIVE WITHEXCEPTION OF STRAWEGY MEETING AND A NASS
YEETING ON NIGHT OF T SRR SIXTYFIVE.

PROSATE JUDGE BERNARD REYNOLDS, SELMA, ADVISED THAT THE FOUR
HUNDRED AND FIFTY NEGRO CHILDREN ARRESTED IN TODAYS (TWO-FIVE=
STXTYFIVE) DEMONSTRATION WERE BEING RELEASED TO THEIR PARENTS AF
CA¥P STLEA AND THE PARENTS HAD BEEN ADVISED AT THE MASS MEETING
TONIZMT THEIR CHILDREN WOULD SE RELEASED IF THEY WOULD PICWHHSK
UP AT THE CAYP.

(@]

<

OVERA

[£D]

T OF ¥ASS “EETIN3 TOMNIGHT HAMNDLED 3Y J. WILSON ZAK:ZR,

PU3LIC SAFETY DIRECTOR, SELMA, ALA. THREE PLAINbLOTHES PD OFFICERS
0N SCENE, ONE PD CAR AND THREE MOTORCYCLES OFFICERS PATROLING AREA.

TWO SHERIFF'S OFFICE CARS OBSERVED PATROLING AREA.

NO INCIDENTS OCCURRED AND MEETING TERMINATED TEN FORTYFIVE
P CST. 3UREAU AGENTS OBSERVING.

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY, CHARLES QUAINTANCE AND MORTON SKLAR
03SERVED ON SCENE AT 3ROWN'S CHAPEL AND HAVE BEEN FURNISHED
PERTINENT INFO CONTAINED HEREIN.

BIRMINSHAY ADVISED AIRMAIL.

END  °
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FEBRUARY 6, 1965 |
‘GENERAL ON
During the day of 2 55, 74 adults

and *450 students marched on Dallas

County Courthouse. They refused to

disperse when so ordered by Dallas

County Sheriff James Clark and were

arrested for Contempt of Court,

At Assistant Attorney General Doar's

request we investigated report that

Selma police officers shot at student

demonstrators. Investigation revealed

that one Selma police officer fired a

warning shot in the air when Negro

students attempted to run into alley
and no one was injured.

Rev, Martin Luther King was re-
leased from Selma Jail early on
afternoon of 2/5/65, and conferred
with delegation of 16 Congressmen
present in Selma,

We are keeping Department current-
ly advised of developments,

@%bm / Ao,

( OPY SENT TO 2. TOLSON

ot
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1-32 PN CST URGENT 2/4/65 LLO l

(44-12831)

JEBEEY

AM.es 1 o o S
Miss Gandy ——-

1M MOBILE (44-557) 10P

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA, SELMA,
ALABAXA, VOTING DISCRIMINATION, CR DASPEL,.

FOR INFO OF BUREAU AND TO SUMMARIZE ARRESTS MADE AT
SELMA, ALABAMA SINCE FEBRUARY ONE LAST, THE FOLLOWING IS

SET FORTH: At

ON FE3RUARY ONE SIXTYFIVE, SELWA PD ARRESTED TWO HUNDRED 257 bnc

FIFTYSEVEN NEGROES AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN AM AND CHARGED

THEM WITH QUOTE PARADING WITHOUT A PERMIT UNQUOTE. ANONG

THIS GROUP’WLRE DR+ MARTIN LUTHER KING A EV, R?

ABERNATHY. ALL AFFORDED BOND HEARINGD # Al\g/Ar ,

rm—————- -
PR.«.SENT nm ALL HAVE MADE BONDS OF T HUNDRED DOLLARS
6 FEB 9O 1965
if WITH SELMA PD, WITH EXCEPTION OF u}& ING AND REV. ABERNATHY,
wHo HAVE REFUSED TO MAKE BONDS AND ELECTED TO REMAIN IN JAIL.
yr-
. AT ABOUT ONE PM, CST, FEBRUARY " DIE Y XTYFIVE, APPROXIMATEL
FOUR HUNDRED NEGRO STUDENTS WERE ARRESTF.D AT DALLAS COUNTY
END PAGE ON ,'_J'\ac,; t/ 6>
FEB 171965
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PAGE TWO

COURTHOUSE, WHERE THEY WERE ENGAGED IN A PICKETING DEMONSTRATION,
ALL WERE RELEASED FEBRUARY ONE SIXTYFIVE AFTER THEY HAD BEEN
PROCESSED AND IDENTITIES ESTABLISHED ON THESE PERSONS. ONLY
REQUIREMENT FOR RELEASE OF THESE JUVENILES WAS THAT THEY

FURNISH THEIR IDENTITIES AND SCHOOLS THEY ATTENDED.

BETWEEN TWELVE AND ONE PM, CST, FEBRUARY ONE SIXTYFIVE,
WHILE PICKETING WAS OCCURRING AT DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE,
FORTYSIX NEGRO MALES, ALL OVER THE AGE OF SIXTEEN, WERE
ARRESTED BY SHERIFF'S OFFICE, IMMEDIATELY BROUGHT BEFORE
CIRCUIT JUDGE JAKES A. HARE, WHERE THEY WERE CITED FOR
CONTEMPT OF HIS COURT, AS HE ALLEGED WAS CONDUCTING A TRIAL
IN EQUITY COURT AT THAT TIME., ALL RzCEIVED FINES OF FIFTY

DOLLARS PLUS FIVE DAYS JAIL SENTENCE TO DALLAS COUNTY JAIL.,
ELEVEN NEGROES OF THIS GROUP WERE RETURNED TO COURT FEBRUARY
THREE SIXTYFIVE FOR FURTHER TESTIMONY RE CONTEMPT CITATIONS.
ONE OF THE ELEVEN IDENTIFIED AS BEING AT COURTHOUSE BY SHERIFF
AND INVOLVED IN PICKETING DEMONSTRATIONS., HE WAS RETURNED TO
END PAGE TWO




PAGE THREE

JAIL. TEN OTHERS OF THIS GROUP WERL NOT IDENTIFIED BY

SHERIFF AT HEARING, AND JUDGE HARE SET BONDS OF ONE HUNDRED

DOLLARS EACH AND CONTINUED HEARINGS UNTIL FEEBRUARY TEN NEXT.

OF THIS TEN, SIX HAVE MADE BOND AS OF FEBRUARY THREE SIXTYFIVE.
ON FE3BRUARY ONE SIXTYFIVE, SEVEN NEGROES WERE ARRESTED

oY DALLAS COUNTY SO FOR QUOTE CONTRIBUTING TO THE DELINQUENCY

OF MINORS UNQUOTE. NONE HAVE MADE BOND AS OF TODAY.

ON FEBRUARY ONE SIXTYFIVE, THREE NEGROES WERE ARRESTED -

BY DALLAS COUNTY SO ON MISCELLANEOUS CHARGES OF PUBLIC DRUNK,
UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY, AND CRIMINAL PROVOCATION. THESE THREE
WERE ALLEGEDLY INVOLVED IN THE DEMONSTRATIONS AT THE COURTHOUSE.
ALL OF THESE ﬁEMAIN IN THE DALLAS COUNTY JAIL.

ON FEBRUARY TWO SIXTYFIVE, AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN FORTY AN,
CST, ONz HUNDRED ELEVEN NEGRO ADULTS WERE ARRESTED BY DALLAS
COUNTY SO AT THE COURTHOUSE AND CHARGED WITH QUOTE CONTEMPT

oF court uavor:. I |

END PAGE THREE
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T
ON FEBRUARY TWO SIXTYFIVE, AT ABOUT ONE PM, CST,
APPROXIMATELY FOUR HUNDRED MORE STUDENTS WERE TAKEN INTO
CUSTODY AFTER DEMONSTRATIONS AT THE COURTHOUSE, AND ALL BUT
APPROXIMATELY TWO HUNDRED OF THESE FURNISHED THEIR IDENTITIES,
OR WERE IDENTIFIED, AND RELEASED, HOWEVER, THE APPROXIMATELY
TWO HUNDRED WHO REFUSED TO FURNISH THEIR IDENTITIES AND
WERE CONFINED AT CAMP SELMA, ALABAMA, REMAINED AT CAMP SELMA,
ALABAMA NIGHT OF FEBRUARY TWO SIXTYFIVE, AND WERE TRANSFERRED

S
»

TO CAMP THOMASTON, AT THOMASTON, ALABAMA, FEBRUARY THREEL
SIXTYFIVE.

ON FEBRUARY TWO SIXTYFIVE, FIFTEEN OTHER NEGRO ADULTS
WERE ARRESTED BY DALLAS COUNTY SO FOR QUUTf“CONTRIBUTING

to e peLineuency of winors”wrwvote. (NN ()73

ON FEBRUARY TWO SIXTYFIVE, FOUR ARRESTS WERE MADL BY

SELMA PD, ONE WHITE AND THREE NEGROES. THREE WERE CHARGED WITH
END PAGE FOUR
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QUOTE PARADING WITHOUT A PERNIT UNQUOTE AND ONE WITH QUOTE
RESISTING ARREST AND REFUSING TO OBEY AN OFFICER UNQUOTE. ALL
RELEASED ON TWO HUNDRED DOLLARS BOND EACH SAME DATE.

ON NIGHT OF FEBRUARY TWO SIXTYFIVE, SIXTEEN NEGROES WERE
ARRESTED BY MARION, ALABAMA PD, AT MARION, ALABANMA, BETWEEN
FIVE THIRTY AND SIX PM, CST, AND CHARCED WITH QUOTE TRESPASS
AFTER WARNING UNQUOTE, AS THEY ATTEMPTED TO TEST A PUBLIC
ACCONNMODATION, THE CORNER CAFE, AT MARION., TWO OF THESE
WERE JUVENILES AND IMMEDIATELY RELEASED TO THEIR PARENTS
WITHOUT BOND. FIFTY DOLLARS BOND WAS SET ON THE REMAINING
FOURTEEN, ONE IMMEDIATELY MADE BOND, AND THE THIRTEEN OTHERS
REFUSED AND ELECTED TO REMAIN IN PERRY COUNTY JAIL, MARION,

ON FEBRUARY THREE SIXTYFIVE, AT MARION, ALABANA, SOME
FIVE HUNDRED TWENTYFIVE PZRSONS, MOSTLY NEGROES, WERE ARRESTED
ON THE COURTHOUSE SQUARE BY MARION PD, PERRY COUNTY SO, AND
AST. THEY WERE CHARGED WITH QUOTE UNLAWFUL ASSEMBLY UNQUOTE
AND TAKEN TO CAMP SELMA, SELMA, ALABANA, WHERE THEY REMAIN
END PAGE FIVE
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STILL CONFINED.

ON FEBRUARY THREE SIXTYFIVE, BETWEEN TWELVE AND ONE PHM,
CST, APPROXINATELY THREE HUNDRED SEVENTYFIVE NEGRO STUDENTS
WERE TAKEN INTO CUSTODY WHILE DEMONSTRATING AT DALLAS COUNTY
COURTHOUSE., AS OF PRESENT, FIFTYFIVE NEGRO MALES OF THIS
GROUP AND ONE HUNDRED SIXTYTWO NEGRO FEMALES OF THIS GROUP
ARE STILL BEING DETAINED AT THE OLD NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY,
SELMA, ALABAMA. FIFTYFIVE MALES AR REPEATERS FROM
DEMCNSTRATIONS ON FEBRUARY ONE, TWO, SIXTYFIVE, AND THE
ONE HUNDRED SIXTYTWO FEMALES ARE BEING PROCESSED AT PRESENT,
AND ALL HAVE INDICATED THEY WILL FURNISH THEIR IDENTITIES,

wizreupon THEY are BEING RELEASED. (NN .-

REZLATIVE TO REQUEST OF ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL JOHN

DOAR, CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION, MADE TO BUREAU NIGHT OF
FE3SRUARY THREE SIXTYFIVE AT APPROXIMATELY NINE PM, CST, TO
INTERVIEW TWO NEGRO JUVENILES WHO HAD BEEN CONFINED TO CANP
END PAGE SIX
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SELNA AND CANP THONASTON, ALABAMA, WHICH INFORNATION ALLEGEDLY

vas FuasisHeD BY [ GG o oo Y. h:i
CONTACTED AT SELMA, ALABAMA NIGHT OF FEBRUARY THREE SIXTYFIVE,

AND HE ADVISED THAT HE HAD QUOTE HEARD UNQUOTE THE INFORMATION

THAT TWO NEGRO FEMALE JUVENILES HAD BECOME HYSTERICAL BECAUSE

OF CONFINENENT AT CAMP SELMA AND CAMP THOMASTON. HE STATED

HE DID NOT KNOW AT PRESENT TIME THE SOURCE OF THIS INFORMATION ‘
OR THE IDENTITIES OF THE NEGRO JUVENILES, HOWEVEs HE WOULD fe
ATTEMPT TO ASCERTAIN THIS INFORMATION AND IMMEDIATELY FURNISH

SAME ON MORNING OF FEBRUARY FOUR SIXTYFIVE AT SELMA, ALABAMA.

AS OF TEN THIRTY AM, CST, NO CALL HAS BEEN RECEIVED L-c
FroX (Y »v> THE IDENTITIES OF THESE TWO NEGRO FEMALES b1b
HAVE NoT BEEN aSCERTAINED. [JJJJoro aovise TaT THE 1nFoRMATION

HE HEARD RELATIVE TO CONDITIONS AT CAMP SELMA AND CAMP THOMASTON

WERE THAT THE HEAT HAD BEEN TURNED OFF, THE JUVENILES WERE

FORCED TO SLEEP ON A CEMENT FLOOR, THEY WERE PHYSICALLY

ABUSED BECAUSE THEY WERE QUOTE CATTLE PRODDED UNQUOTE, IT WAS

END PAGE SEVEN




PAGE EIGHT
COLD, AND THE WATER WAS DISTASTEFUL. HE STATED THE JUVENILES

COULD HAVE BEEN IMMEDIATELY RELEASED IF THEY FURNISHED THEIR
IDENTITIES, HOWEVER, THEY ELECTED TO REMAIN AT CAMP SELMA

AND CAMP THONMASTON IN ORDER TO QUOTE DRAMATIZE UNQUOTE THE

RACIAL SITUATION BEFORE THE NATION.

S <R :QUESTED THAT SPECIAL AGENTS AT SELNA, N
ALABANA, IMNEDIATELY INSPECT BOTH PRISON CAMPS, HOWEVER, HE
WAS ADVISED THIS IS NOT A FUNCTION OF THE FBI TO INSPECT
ALABAMA STATE PRISON CAMPS, AND THAT IN ORDER TO DO SO THE
STATE AUTHORITIES WOULD HAVE TO BE NOTIFIED AND APPROVAL
FROM THESE AUTHORITIES WOULD HAVE TO BE OBTAINED TO CONDUCT
SUCH INSPECTIONAS HE DESIRED.

B :LTE0 RELATIVE TO PLANS OF NEGROES AT
SELMA, ALABAMA THAT THEY PLANNED TO HAVE BOTH NEGRO ADULTS

AND NEGRO TEENAGERS ARRESTED TODAY AT SELMA, ALABANA BY

MARCHING ON THE DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE, AND ON THE NIGHT
OF FEBRUARY FOUR SIXTYFIVE THEY POSSIBLY WOULD CONDUCT A
END PAGE EIGHT \}




PACE NINE

QUOTE NIGHT MARCH UNQUOTE. HE STATED DR. KING HAS CANCELLED
ALL SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS THROUGH FRIDAY, FEBRUARY FIVE
SIXTYFIVE, AND WILL REMAIN IN JAIL AT LEAST UNTIL AFTER
FRIDAY, IN ORDER TO QUOTE DRAMATIZE UNQUOTE THE RACIAL
SITUATION AT SELMA, ALABAMA BEFORE THE NATION. HE STATED HE
FURTHER EXPECTED DR. KING'S WIFE AND REV, ABERNATHY'S WIFE
TO APPEAR IN SELMA, ALABAMA TODAY, AS WELL AS A DELEGATION
LED BY CONGRESSMAN ADAM CLAYTON POWELL TO ARRIVE IN SELMA,
ALABANA FEBRUARY FIVE SIXTYFIVE, WHERE THEY WILL REMAIN
POSSIBLY THROUGH THE WEEKEND TO INVESTIGATE THE RACIAL
SITUATION AT SELMA, ALABANMA.

AS OF TEN THIRTY AM TODAY, IT HAS BEEN ASCERTAINED THAT
MALCOLM X, LEADER OF A BLACK MUSLIN GROUP IN NEW YORK CITY,
IS PRESENTLY ON SCENE AT BROWN'S CHAPEL ANME CHURCH AT SELMA,
ALABAMA. THE PURPOSE OF HIS VISIT TO THE SELMA AREA HAS
NOT BEZEN DETERMINED AS YET, HOWEVE, ATTEMPTS ARE BEINC MADEL
TO ASCERTAIN THIS INFORMATIION.

END PAGE NINE




PAGE TEN
DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEYS CHARLES QUAINTANCE AND MORTON
SKLAR, AT SELN¥A, ALABANYA, HAVE BEEN APPRISED OF ALL INFORMATION

PERTAINING TO THE ARRESTS AND ARE BEING APPRISED OF THE Loe
1nForuATION OBTAINED FROM|JJJEE FLus THE INFORMATION b7o
REGARDING MALCOLM X.

INFORMATION COPIES OF THIS COMMUNICATION ARE BEING
FURNISHED TO ATLANTA AND BIRMINGHAM VIA AIR MAIL. P.
d END s
WA PLS HOLD FOR TWO MSGS OMS

1

e <3




RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL,
(U.s.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC)
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER "6-1186

Unrecorded serial dated/5/65 pulled from this file
under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis

Smith, Jr., <nd sent to National Archives.
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EI_SCRIMINATION. CR = EL., e
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\ REMOTEL FEB. NINE INSTANT. §;ue'
NEGRO MASS MEETING HELD THIS DATE SELMA AT BROVWN'S
CHAPEL AME CHURCH., MEETING STARTED SEVEN THIRTY PM CST -

WITH ESTIMATED ATTENDANCE AT FIVE HUNDRED TO FIVE HUNDRED

//'f-f‘{/
e
nt

AND FIFTY. PRINCIPAL SPEAKER REV, FRED SCHUTTLESWORTH, SCLC/ yyd /
49 ,,"
STAFF MEMBER. MEETING CONCLUDED AT TEN THIRTY PM. j . l @01'

NEGRO STUDENT YOUTH.RALLY HELD SEVEN THIRTY PM CST AT [ I, (
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH SELMA. RALLY ATTENDED BY APPROXIMATELY ]/
TWO HUNDRED FIFTY TO THREE HUNDRED STUDENTS AND CONSISTED MAINLY )0
OF THE SINGING OF FREEDOM SONGS. RALLY CONCLUDED NINE FORTY FIVE
PM AT WHICH TIME MAJORITY OF THOSE ATTENDING NOVED r% MEETING 03/ 3R
AT BROWN'S CHAPEL. NO INCIDENTS OCCURRED AT EYTHER MESTI G e

MEETING COVERED BY PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR J. vtisong_fs FEB 10 195
BAKER AND TWO UNMARKED SELMA PD CARS VITH PLAIN CLOTHES . ——0 —_—

OFFICEES IN EACH. TVWO DALLAS CO., SO CARS PATROLINZ AREA ":AS WELL
Qe 1l TROOPET -~

AS TVO MARKED SELMA PD CARS. ONE ‘AST CAR ON SCENE INTERMITTENTLY.

BUREAU AGENTS/0BSERVING. Q " gﬁd,,{.,,./ d/a/c}’
TG
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PAGE TWO

DR AT “EETING ADVISED NEGRO LEADERS HAVE INFORMED | - o
THAT Dmonsrm‘nonsﬂi‘r SELMA WILL CONTINUE TW0 TEN NEXT,
BUT DID NOT SPEg_IFY “NATURE OF pEMonsTRATI0NS , (SN
OF OPINION Dmonsrmnons ARE D}:PEND}NT UPON WHETHER SUFFICIENT
INTEREST CAN &E sznténsn TO SUSTAIN DEMONSTRATIONS.

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY BRAIN LANDSBERG AT SELMA BEING ADVISED,
END
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DISCRIMINATION, CR = ELEV/ [+ T w/ LA

REMOTEL FEB, EIGHT SIXTYFIVE,

BOARD OF REGISTRARS OFFICE AT DALLAS CO. COURTHOUSE

-

SELMA, ALA. OPENED FRONT DOOR AS OF NINE AM CST TODAY D

ALLOV ANYONE WHO DESIRED TO SIGN THE BOOK { BTAIN A ©

CIN #> 'go cc

NUMBER FOR PRIORITY WHEN REGISTRATION OPENS. AS OFC % v Lg;g?
TVELVE THIRTY PM TVENTY SIX NUMBERS HAVE BEEN ISSUED., ' !

NOS. THIRTEEN THROUGH TWENTYSIX ISSUED TODAY HAVE BEEN 5 FEB 10 1965

vipn?

A

e
=
-

€0

|

e

ISSUED TO WHITE PERSONS AS NO NEGROES APPEARED AT THE -

BOARD. BOARD VILL BE OPENED THROUGH LUNCH HOUR AND UNTIL

FOUR THIRTY PN TODAY, e eb;uf

o mw\%{? ABSENTEES
. e o
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PAGE TV¥O

AT A. R. HUDSON HIGH SCHOOL, SELMA, ALA,, VERE REPORTEDLY e
wowe woworzd avo N - -
B sELxA, ADVISED TOTAL SCHOOL ABSENTEEISM FOR

SELMA AREA ESTIMATED TWELVE HUNDRED. MEETING WAS HELD

BROWN/S CHAPEL, SYLVAN ST. VITH AN ESTIMATED ONE HUNDRED ‘
TO ONE HUNDRED FIFTY NEGRO ADULTS IN ATTENDANCE, TWO HUNDRED A
FIFTY TO THREE HUNDRED NEGRO STUDENTS WERE IN AND AROUND

BROVN/S CHAPEL AND FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH BOTH LOCATED

sYLvaN sT., SELMA. B REPoRTED REV. L. L, b0
ANDERSON SPOXKE AND INDICATED THAT INFORMATION HAD BEEN

RECEIVED FROM DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING THAT IT WAS

BETTER NOT TO DO ANYTHING THAN TO DO SOMETHING WRONG AND

THE CROWD AGREED VITH HIM AT THE CHURCH. ANDERSON REPORTEDLY
INSTRUCTED ADULTS TO LEAVE AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN THIRTY

AM. AND TO GO TO VARIOUS WARDS OF THE CITY AND QUOTE
“'XNOCK ON DOORS”ENR-@¥OTE AND ENCOURAGE NEGROES TO COME

TO THE MEETINGS AS APPARENTLY THE NO. OF PERSONS APPEARING

WERE NOT AS LARGE AS EXPECTED. ANDERSON REPORTEDLY

END PAGE TWO




PAGE THREE bas
1nDICATED TOJJEN THERE vas A POSSIBILITY NEGRO
STUDENTS WOULD AGAIN MARCH ON COURTHOUSE THIS AFTERNOON
SIMILAR TO YESTERDAY/S DEMONSTRATION HOWEVER, DETAILS
VERE NOT COMPLETE.
SEVERAL SNCC LEADERS IN VICINITY BROWN/S CHAPEL ‘.
AND FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH AS MEETING BROKE UP AROUND ELEVEN
THIRTY AM WERE ALSO ENCOURAGING NEGRO STUDENTS TO 60
BACK TO THEIR VARDS AND ENCOURAGE LARGER ATTENDANCE AT
RALLIES, ’




PAGE FOUR

A TELEGRAM WAS RECEIVED ADDRESSED TO THE FBI, POST OFFICE
BLDG., SELMA, ALA. THIS AM READING AS FOLLOWS, QUOTE
”UE, THE STUDENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO, URGENT THAT
FEDERAL ENTERVENTION ROV ESSENTIAL BY USED IN SELMA,
ALA. TO PREVENT FURTHER VIOLENCE AND ILLEGAL ARRESTS
SUCH AS OCCURRED ON EIGHT FEB.“ ENDQUUTE, THE TELEGRAM
CONTAINS THE NAMES OF APPROXIMATELY THIRTYTHREE
END PAGE FOUR




PAGE FIVE
PEOPLE AND ADDRESS OF FIVE FIVE ONE FOUR UNIVERSITY

cuicaco, 1LL. THE Nanes ARE D

THIS TELEGRAM BROUGHT TO ATTENTION OF DEPARTMENTAL
ATTORNEY BRIAN LANDSBERG ON THE SCENE AT SELMA WHO ADVISED
NO ACTION NECESSARY. ‘
LANDSBERG BEING ADVISED OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS,
AIRMAIL COPIES FURNISHED ATLANTA, BIRMINGHAM AND CHICAGO,

END
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Enclosed herewith are copies of letterhead memorandum
containing information to supplement that previously reported,
Weekly letterhead memcrandum concerning the activity at Selma
Alabams, will be continued in view of the activity being cona
ducted there and planned for the future.

Agents-observing the acfivi?'y in Selma.,
the attached letterheas

k‘ r§ Copies of this letterhead memorandum are being
\‘(J disseminated locally to intelligence agencles. and to the
O § U. S. Attorney at Mobile, who has requested copies of same.
N Copy is also beilng furnished to Departmental Attorney on the
)| scene at Selma.
. d é Departmental Attorneys CARL GABEL and CHARLES
3 QUAINTANCE were on jg£he scene 1n Selma and ye e/kept advised of
3 _ < developments, Vs W % —
Ne
R o (1 REG- 34 483/-32
* 3’ - Bureau (%nc : H}{E R 2 f"'" a
: 5 - Atlanta (Enc . RM FEB syt
N 7 - mobile 4h-237) 8ty (8 s
\\“ 157-367, RACIAL SITUATI -
N &) 10C-1342, RACIAL SITUATIONy&ﬂ:A&(S)E
44-1144, VOTER REGISTRATION MATTER La.)
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157- 192, SCLC)
100-1472, REV, MARTIN LUTHER KING)
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UN_fED STATES DEPARTMENT OF _JSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Mobile, Alabama
February 5, 1965

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS OF
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

The information set forth herein will supplement
information set forth in letterhead memorandum dated
January 29, 1965.

AT SELMA, ALABAMA

1

s
X'F

Special Agents of the FBI observed a Negro student
rally whioch was held at Brown's Chaupel AME church from
4:00 P.M. to approximately 6:00 P M., Jamuary 28, 1965.
Estimated attendance was 75 to, 100 Negro stuients. No
coverage was afforded tha mezging by local avthorities,
Speakers wers Reverend Jams vel and James Orangs,
Southern Christian Leadership Confsrence (SCLC) rspresentatives.
Reverend Bevel advised that the discuseions at the meeting
centered on politics and plane to break down the present
political structurs of Alabama by Nagroes obtsining repre-
sentation in the State Legislature. He said plans were
made for teachers and other Negroas to boycott the schooles
and their jobs on February 1, 1965, to participate in a
march on the Dallas County Courthouse.

On January 28, 1965, attorneys for the National
Association for the Advanqement of Colored People (NAACP)
filed a motion in United States District Court, Mobile,
Alabama, against Sheriff James Clark for an order to show
cause why he should not be held in contempt of the
injunction previously issued by the court. The complaint
contends that Sheriff Clark arrested civil rights workers
and voter applicants in violation of the court order. It

" also contended that Sheriff Clark first assaulted Annie

Leé\QQOpqg“de she struck back in self-defense. NAACP
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REGISTRARS OF VCTERS
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attorneys also petitioned the Federal Court for removal
to Federal Court of the cases involving the persons
arrested in Selma in connection with captioned matter.

On the night of January 29, 1965, between 7:00 A.M.
and 9:00 P.M., voter registration workshops were held in
Brown's Chapel AME Church, Hopewell Baptist Church, Northern |
Heights Presbyterisn Church, St. Faul's Church and Tabernacle
Baptist Church. There were approximately 75 persons in v
attendance at the Brewn's Chapel meeting and approximately *
50 in attendance at the other meetings. Special Agers of
the FBI obsarved thase mestings. Officers of the S¢lma Police
Department wers patrolling the areas. No incidents were
observed in connention wifth there mestings.

On ganuary 30, 1965, United States Distriet Judge
Daniel H., Tuomaz isaued an order amending his tamporary
restraining order which had been issued January 23, 1965.
In thie order it was set forth that 100 numbers are to be
issued to voter registration applicentz. It was set forth
that the orde: édcoes not prohibit theose persons interested
in snzouraging othérs tro register from having the right
peaceably to assemble at the end cf the voter registration
line, either irn small groups cr in a line, but specificies
that they shall do 80 in a way as not to intérfers with
lawful businsss expected to be transacted at the courthouse
and so as not to interfere with normal flow in traffic
from the sidewalk, streets or building entrances and as
long as these groups remained orderly and peaceful.

Deputy United States Marshal Stanley Fountain,
on January 30, 1965, advised that the United States District
Court, Mobile, had assumed Jurisdiction of the cases of
those persons arrested in Selma in the past week in connection
with voter registration matters. Most would be released
on their own recognizance and $100 bond would be set for
the leaders.

I eceived from \370
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Special Agents of the FBI observed Negro mass
meetings the night of January 31, 1965, at Brown's Chapel
AME Church and the First Baptist Church. There were about
600 persons, mostly adults at the Brown's Chapel AME
Church and about 450 N:gp6 students at thse Pirst Baptist
Church. Martin Luthe 1ng arrived at the Brown's Chapel
AME Church &t about 7:4 M, At this mseting Reverand
Fraderick D, \Rewsra, preqident of the Dallas County Voters

\;Leaghe (DCVL),cahlad for a massive march on the County
\ Courthouse ths next day by atudsnts, teachers and professionai
;people, King sisc address:d tre meeting at Brown's Chapsl
AME Ghurch, urging Negross to—pswtieipatn in bresking down
lraaial barriers. King lef't this church about 9:00 P M,,
going to the Firgt aptist Church where he sdircasad the
i Negro students for sbout 20 minutas. He thes returnad
to Browr.'s Cnmp*' AME Church and both mestings terminated
‘tbout 9 g

AY

ee<c
‘”“““”King thEckad 1nfo the Tereh Mot=l at approximately
100 OO P Mo y \2 J' Av\)' é..l ’ luba

Coveraze of ths twe mertlings ths might of January
31, 1965, was hsrdled by J. Wilson Baker and piain-clothes
officers of th: S2lma Polics Department. Sheriffis Office
cars patrolled the areas. No incldents were observed 1n
connection with these mastings.

: On February 1, 1965, voter registration began
at the Dallas County Courthouse at 9:00 A.M, As of
12:15 P.M. when the Board closed for lunch, 34 persons
had been processed for registration, 4 being whites and
30 being Negroes. During the afternoon, 30 more Ne%roes
were processed for registration, making a total of 64 psrsons
processed during the day, this being according to information
furnished by Board Chairman Victor Atkins.

Specisl Agents of the FBI observed ths registration
line during that day and no incidents were observed in
addition to that reported hereinafter. fl

: G~

~ When the Board opsned on the morning of Januaf% 1,
1965, peraons who held numbers from the previous Wedresday,
all Negroes, were izssued the first rumbers, 1 to 20, even
though 7 white persong wers in line ahead of them. The

3
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seven white persorns were issusd number twenty-one to
twenty-seven,

At approximately 10:42 A.M,, February 1, 1965,
a group of Negroese lead by Martin Luther King left Brown's
Chapel AME Church walking down Syivan Strest toward Selma
Avenue, At the corner of Sylvan Strest and Selma Avenue,
they were confronted by Public Safety Divector, J. Wilson
Baker, wno €213 trem that they were violating a city -
parade orgivynse hy marching in that ordevr. Ths parade .

ordinsnce is Section 824 of 1954 City Code of Se@lmz,Alabama,

as amendsdi. Trs group continued t£o march on down S&lma
Avénue for trres bloskz where they wers again confronted
by Baker and iofcrmeld that they wers &l under srrseat.
Bakser then had thenr form & sirngle file lJine and walk
the remsining thres blocks to the City Hall and upztéirs
to the Police Depsrtment. Upstairs, Barer told the older
Negeoas of tha group tha- they wuuld be allowed to leave
if thay fo dezired aﬂi ahout 10 ef them left. aker .
advised Marctin Luther Kirng 2nd Revirend R2ip"dELzrnathy *‘
toe leave the :<;i\w puliding 8- they were not undes arrsst
Trey left the po¥ice nuliding arnd stocd on the front of
the stmp& ¢f ity hel. heliding a pré&ss conférencsd.
Thay werz tolid by & City Offizer to leave thre premises
and when they refused, Ring and Adervathy werd arrested
at 11:56 A M., &ha:g@‘ with failare to fbﬁv an. orde
an officer and viplatiou of the parkge oI

bb

Triey were

rought before City Judge Edgar Russell who informed them

that the Dalles County residents in the group could sign

their own bcnds and that persons residi outside of

Dallas County would be required to pogt $200 appearance

bond for trial in City Court, Febru 65. Later in
b
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' Betwaen 12 noon and 1:00 P.M., Feabruary 1, 1965,

a group of Negroes were obssrved picketing the Dallias County
Courthouse. Sheriff Clark stopped a group of 12 to 15 of
them and r&ad to them that the Dalias County Circuit Court

was in session at the time and the picketing of the courthouse
constituted an unwarranted interferance of witnesses
appearing before the court. Clark told thém that if they
did not dispsrse they would be arrastsed and chargad with
contsmpt of court. Ths Negroas did nect dispsrse and were
taksen by Shariff Clark to the Circuit Court Room on the
second flcor of the courthouse st which tims they began
to Bing in court., Judgs James A. Hars thers.pon found
sach ong of them in contempt of ccourt and sentencad each
to 5 day3 in the county jail plus a fine of $50, further
stating that failure to pay the fina would reésult in
further time in the county Jail. .

Inforastion

At approximately 12:45 P.M., February 1, 1965,
approximately 500 young Negross arrived at the County
Courthouse after marching in groups of 4's and 5's from
Brown's Chapel AME Church. Thsy carried picket signs and
‘a8 thsy arrived at the courthouse they were asked by the
Sheriff if they were school students. When they answered
in the affirmative, they wsre instructel to file into a
parking area near the courthouse. They wers loaded on buses
and taken to ths 0ld National Guard Armory on Washington
Street. At the armory they were asked for their identifi-
‘cation amd thoss who furnished identification were released &hd
orderad to appsar on February 2, 1965, before Probate
Judge Bernard A. Reynolds, at 8:00 A.M. Those who refused
to 1dentify themselves were charged with truancy and taken
by bus to Camp Selma on Highway East, a State Prison
Camp.

5
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ter in the day on Februa

A Nagro miss mesting was heid the night of
February 1, 1965, st Brown's Chapsl AME Church from about
T:30 P.M, to 10:05 P.M, Spe~ial Agants cf tne FBI observed
no ir~idents 1n cormnéction with the mesting. There wers
approximataly 500 tz 600 parsons in attendance and the
7~ a,

sting waz czoversd by Fublile Safety Dircelter J, Wiliso aker
nd officer: of the Sslms Poli¢e Department. Ths pripCipal -
peakers were Fayerany Wrank D$\§@ss:ﬁ VI ard Hores~Williams,
SCLC. Tre spa- " a yprimerdily o2 ssnsed buman dignity

and thé ma-c 2r1e-t- of The dey i Seims. Feversri Andrew

ourg, STLI, Bish epde &L The mesting &nd 83214 thiste would

be 8 mass mesting at 9200 AM,., Februvary 2, 1965, and snother
march that dsay on the County Cowrthouss.

r. Febraary 1, 1965, sprroximatsly %0 Alabama
Stats Troopsrs aut IO <& 3 At the National
Guard Armo

brc
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Atout 10:30 A.M. on February 2, 1965, a group of
appreximately 100 Nzgro adults, both msle and female,
marched from Brown's Chapel AME Church to ths County
Courthouse where they entered the Alabami Street entrance.
Inside the courthouss, the leaders, Reverend Marshall C.
“¢leveland, pastor, First Baptist Church, and Reverend
Hosea Williiams, SCLC leader from Atlanta, Georgia, were
&\ﬁ/ confronted by Sneriff Jdumes G. Clark and tcld Sneriff Clark
7 that they wished to s8peak to the Crief Registrar. Clark N
informed thom that the Board of Bagistzirs was not open |
that date ard ar’kesd them to lz=ave the eourthouss. The
group left the couvthcuss and linsl up on the Landardale
Strezt s1ae of the courthouss in two lines. Clarx than
real to ther ~ citastion t2 tas effsct that th CGlrouit
Court of DLllx:s County was in sessior and that plekoting
tre courthiv: s ant the omedlabte srea thercto constituted
an unwarrint =3 intérforence with the court . Clark ocdered
the group o i2ive and walked up and dowrn the live asking
then 3f thsy 133 Yoord Y32 ardsr After walting ftwo

mivut--, Cigre &r 2:r-3 Troee Ay, *vri Jront Jirs H- then
resd th. cr e v frovs in o sooomd Tives ozl aft-o two
minutes a1z o Pli wers Tak-n T, Camp S5lle DY
buz for procevs i chargsd with conte
Infcrmation fo

At approximate=ly 12 noon, February 2, 1965,
a large number of Negro students who had congregated at
the First Baptist Church earlier in the morning, started
marching to the Dallag County Coarthouse carrying picket
signs. They were stopped en route by Public Safety Director
J. Wilson Baker, who instructed them that the could not
march without vioclating the city parade ordinance. The
group insisted on marching and approximately 60 were taken
by the Police Depavtment to the 01d National Guard Armory
.on Washington Streect for prccessing on truancy charges.
Numerous other Negro teen-agers, both male and female,
continued marching to the county courthouse where they were
loaded on to buses and also taken to the 0ld National Guard

b7o
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Concerning the 475 Nbgro ﬁtudcntq wha Wsre

detaineld on Pehruagr g
or T sgicy 0o Ta s,

i s e el shiwualy 4y A% X

wete estatllsncd aal 1014 Lo rofart o

_ Reynolis on Feo:aarv 2, 1965. on February
2, 1964, s= of 3:00 P.M., 43 of tiees povasns nad appeared
before AMadgs Baynoalds w1tr parsnts or guardiars and were
releasoi by duige Reynolds to the custady of their parents.
They were each given a papar which must be presented to
schoecl authorities prior to re-entry into school. Approxi-
mately 105 of these students appeared before the judge
without their parcnts and were instructed to leave the
court and return with their parents or guardians by Thursday,

" February 4, 1965.

Eleven of the 45 persons held in contempt of court
by Judge James A. Hare, February 1, 1965, were returned to
Hare's courtroom February 2, 1965, for further testimony
as they claimed the Sheriff did not read the contempt
citation to them pricr to their being arrested. They were
returned to Jjail without hearding, because the Sherliff was
unavaila ble for testimony. Hearing for them was rescheduled
for February 3, 196€5.
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111 adults arrested Februa

Concsrning the almost 400 Negro juvsniles
detainsd on Fsbraary 2, 1965, aprroximatsly £00 wers rsleasad
that ffvernoon after furrdshing background informaticn and -
were glven siips of paper to allow them tn re-2ntex school.
The réemaining rerubse wno réfused to glve ddentificstion
were being removed to Camp Selma for prodtessing and truancy
charges. Alabzaz State Treopers and Dallas County Sberiff'
Deputies gasistied in the hundling of thesfe perscens,
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At about 6:09 P.M., February 2, 1965, Special
Agents of the FEI obzerved a group of abaut L0 Negroes,
described as buginogsmen, arrvive at the county courthouse
and attempt t» enter through th: Alabama Strest entrance.
Deputy Sheriff L& Nichols teld them that the courthouse
was cloged. One of them said they wished to say a short
prayer in protest >f the Board of R=gistrars not nolding
extra registration: €or them. Trzy sSzi1d trz praysr and
digpersed

A Tazy m~;+1ng wz: Ccbaerveld at Br.own's Crapel
AME Church tegirmning at 6:30 P.M, February 2, 1@65, with
attendsnce between 600 and 700. Tre princiosl spsaksrs
were Reversnd James Bevel, SCLC, Andrcw Young, SCLC,
and Fred Resge;, DOVL. Tne maeting terminated &t 10: 30
P.M., after spaskers indicsated that d@mcnstrat&,: would
continue on Fabruery 2, 1965, and = |- U o
on the cournty courtnuaue Bimilar tu Lnose on February 2,
1965. Speakers also requested school children to remain
out of school and participate in the marches on February
3, 1965. The meeting was covered by Selma police officers.
No incidents were observed in connection with the meeting.

Alabama Governor George C. Wallace spoke on
the evening of February 2, 1965, before a gathering of the
Selma Chamber of Commerce at the YMCA. The speech was of
a general nature and did not deal with the racial situation.
No incidents were observed in connection with this speach.
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At atout 11:05 A.M., February 3, 1965, Special

Agents of the FBEI obzssrved a group of Negro adults marching
in small groups from Brown's chapcl AME Church to the
county courthouse. Edwin L.DNMoass and Benny Le G cker, ~ ).
local Selma Negr_f%, “appeared to be leaders oI this wroup. — -~
They entered the courthouse and stood by the Board of
Registrars door and told Sheriff Clark that they were
protesting the fact that the Board of Registrars was closed,
Sheriff Clark requested them tc go to the secomd floor
courtroom where Circuit Judge James A. Hare was presiding.

Hare read to them a statement explaining the meaning of

court citations. He told them they could leave the courtroom
if they desired and the group peaceably left the courthouse, and
returned to Brown's Chapel AME Church. No members of the
group were arrested.

- At about 12:17 P.M., approximately 330 Negro
students wers observed marching in small groups carrying
signs toward the Dallas County Cour thouse. At about 12: 30
P.M. they formed a line at the curb of the Lauderdale Street

11
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»

sida of the courthouse; the line stretching the conplets
length of the ocourthouse. After all of ths group arrived,
three lines wars formsd across Laudesrdale Strest. The
group sang songs and at approximately 12:52 P.M., Sheriff
Clark inform:d the group that they were ungder arrsst for
truancy or contempt of court. All were thén marched to
the 01d Naticnal Guard Armory on Washington Street for
processing.

I Y

Conecerning 11 Negross who were smong the 45 charged
with contempt of court, Fabruary 1, 1965, pbut who claimed

the Sharviff had no% raad ths contempt citation to them
befors arrest, thay were given & hesring bafore Juige Hare,
February 3, 1965. Judga Hare set bornd fort10 of them at

$100 eact and sche=3ulsd a thearing for Fehrusry 10, 1565,

The other ene wiz found gullty of cortempt of court by

Judge Bars and was genternced to Serve 5 asye: In the= couanty
21l &and finsd $50.

On the night of Fsbruary 3, 1665, Spe-ilal Agents
of the FBI cbecrved that a mass meeting wag held in

Bro;géifchapel AME Church from 7:30 F.M. to 10:45 P.M.

, The_aftendance was between 550 and 600 Negwoes. Reverend
- Fred¥XShuttlesworth, SCLC, was the principal spesaker and

calledor continuing demonstrations at Selma. Coverage

of the meeting was handled by Public Safety Director

J. Wilson Baker and officers of the Selma Police Department.
No incidents were obssrved in connection with the meeting.

On February 3, 1965, Judge James, A. Hare,
acting on his own motion, signed an order prohibiting
further demonstrations in, around or about the Dallas
County Courthouse. The order said that demonstrators who
assemble or try to gather at the courthouse will be charged
with contempt of court if they fail to disperse immediately.
Hare said in the order that he was acting to preserve
the peace and dignity of his court and ite procesdings.

12
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On February 4, 1965, Mr. William J. O'Connor,
Clerk, United States Diestrict Court, Mobile, Alabama,
advised that on the previous day Reverend Martin Luther
King, Ravererd Ralph Abernathy and Reverend Louls Lloyd

~+Anderson £ilet & motion in District Court for a temporary

restraining order against local authorities of Selms,
Alabama, to prevent them from:

(1) Interfering with Negroes peacefully

agsembling, marching and demonstrating in 2

Selma to protast the practices of the Board
of Voter Registration.

{2) Refusing to keep voten registration

of fice in Selms open for at least 8 hours

a day, 6 dsys a wask, each week of the year
to réegister gunlified voters. '

{3) Refusing to erploy at least 10 registrars,

[b) ReTusing to take applications of at least
100 applicanis payr day pexr reglgtysr on dQuty,
or &5 WAny wno §O0 apply if it be lessg than 100.

Tr.e ministers complained that voter reglstration
test being administered in Dallas County was more
stringent than that required of most of the persons presently
registered as voters.

Judge Thomas on February 3, 1965, denied the motion
filed by the three ministers.

Als=o, on February 3, 1965, in United Sta tes
District Court, Mobile, the motion was filed for a stay
of the remand order which had bésn issued by Judge Thomas
January 29, 1965, under which the cases involving Annie |,
lee Cooper and Stanley Leppygézge had been remanded to '
State Court for prosecution. the motion it was set
forth that the defendants had appesled the remand order
to the 5th Circuit Court of Appeals and that justice required
that the order be stayed pending the appsal.

Judge Tnomas on February 3, 1965, granted the stay
of his remand order pending appeal to the 5th Circuit Court
of Appeals. '

13
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b7
on Pevruary 4, 1965, IS
advised that it was planned tha egro adults an eenagers

would be arrested that date at Selma by marching to the

county courthouse, and that on the night of February 4, they
possibly would conduct a "night march." He said that Reverend
King would remain in Jail at least until Friday, Februsry 5, .
1965, in order to "dramatize" the racial situation at Selma

before the nation. He said that Reverend King?s wife and Ny
Reverend Abernathy's wife would be in Selma February 4, 1965, —774
and that a delegation led by Congressman Adam Claytom~Fowell L
would arrive in Selma February 5, 1965, to Investigate the L
racial situation, . -

As of 1335 p.m., February 4, 1965, a Negro meeting
was s8till in progress at Browns Chapel AME Church, which
meeting had begun st about 8:00 a.m. that date, Most of the
Negroes present appeared to be of student age. a1
kl/ At approximately 9:47 a.m., February 4, 1965, Malcolm

X, leader of a Muslim group of New York City, appeared in Selma
in an automobile bearing 1965 Alabama license U46-282, He was
accompanied by two Negro males and one Negro female, identities
unknown. He spoke to the group of Negroes assembled at Browns
Chapel Church and stated that President Johnson should order a
full scalie investigation of the Ku Klux Klan. He said he was
not in Selma to incite anyone, and made no statement indicating
that his group would take any action in the racial situation in
Selma, He advised the newsmen on the scene that he would try
to see Martin Luther King at the Selma City Jail, and expected
to leave Selma at approximately 1:00 p.m., February 4, 1965.
After speaking to the group at the church, he remained in the
vicinity of the church until about 12:45 p.m., when he was
observed leaving Selma, traveling by automoblle east on Highway
80,/ towards Montgomery, Alabama, '

1 At 11:20_a.m., February 4, 1965, Mrs. Martin Luther

ng and Mrs, Ralpi™bernathy appeared at Browns Chapel AME
iilj;fg ‘Church, where they contacted several leaders of the civil rights
movement, and indicated they would attempt to see their husbands

in the city Jail. Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth, SCLC, made a

14
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statement to the press at the church that there defini*ely
would be a night march the night of February 4, 1965,

Regarding the 111 Negroes arrested February 2, 1965,
and confined to Camp Camden, Alabama, the 55 males were brought
to Selma by the county authorities on February 4, 1965, and as
of 12:15 p.m., 52 had been released on $100 personal recognizance

bond Three others, Hosea Williams, and B
Nﬁq}},‘ g were waiting surety bonds. The 50 Negro ¢
/’S_ males in the group had not at that time arrived in Selma,
lxj' . but were to be brought to Selma during the afternoon of

February 4, 1965, where they would be released on $100 personal
recognizance bonds,

& Judge Bernard A. Reynolds, Probate Judge, was holding
trusncy hearings on the afternoon of February 4, 1965, for the

15
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Juveniles who were arrested in connection with racial demon-
strations during the week., No definite count was available
as to the number of juveniles already handled or remaining

to be handled,

On February 4, 1965, U, S, District Judge Daniel

H. Thomas issued an ordep in the matter entitied United States of
America versus Victor By Atkins, Et Al, Civil Action 2584, which

order reads as follows® A1

"It

ot i -

is the order of this Court that the de-

fendants; Registrars of Voters of Dallas County,

Alabama,

1.

are hereby restrained and enjoined:

From failing or refusing to receive and
process expeditiously applications for
registration to vote;

To expedite the registration of voters

in Dallas County by receiving and proces-
sing &t Lleast 100 epplicstione on each
registration dsy, provided that number of
persone present themselves for registration;

To provide adequate personnel and faclilities
for the registration of voters so that at
least eight applicants can apply for regis-
tration simultaneously;

To observe the following procedures for the
receipt of applications for registration to
to vote in Dallas County:

(a) Applicants shall be permitted to apply
for registration in the order in which
they appear at the registrar's office for
that purpose,

(b) Applicants who appear to apply for regis-

tration shall be requested to immediately
sign an appearance sheet and shall be

16
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5.

"i{ssued successive numbers in the order
in which they appear and shall be per-
mitted to apply for registration in
that order without having to wait in
line.

(¢) An appearance sheet shall be maintained
showing the name of each person who
offers himself for registration and the
priority number assigned to him.,

(d) At the end of each registration day the
defendants shsll post in a conspicuous
place in the courthouse and on the door
of their office the dste of the next
registration day, the first number which
will be cazlied on the next registration
day. and the numbers if any which were
cailed that day but were not answered.

(¢eJ Any prospsstive applicants who fail to
appear when their numbers are called
shall be called flrst on the next regis-
tration day in thelr proper sequence,
but eny prospective applicant who fails
to appear on two successive days shall
lose his priority and must obtain a new
number if he still desires to apply for
registration,

From administering to applicants for registration

to vote the insert Part III test now in use, The
literacy of applicants shall be Judged by their writ-
ing in filling out Part II of the application form now
in use;

From denying registration to Negro applicants on the
grounds that they made formal, technical or inconse-
quential errors or omissions in filling out their
application forms;

17
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"7. To submit to this Court on or before the fourth
Monday of each month a photocopy of the appearance
sheet showing each entry not previously submitted
to the Court with the symbol 'A* indicating all
applications accepted, the symbol ‘R' indicating
all spplications rejected, and the symbol °'F! indi-
cating 81l persons who failed to appear when their
number was called, No applications sha.l be allowed
to remain in & pending ststus,

K 2
w

8, In the event the defendants are unable, except for
good cause shown, by the end of the special regils-
tration days in July 1965, to receive and process
all ¢of the ar “Ji"*icns from persons who have signed
the H*ﬂnwztv she=t zrd have p*c&en*ed themselves at
the provw!ded time to be processed prior to July 1,

1955, this CTourt wil! deem tnat all such persons,
not processed, have been denfed the oprortunity

to register within the meaning of 42 U.S5.C. 1971(e)
and will instruct the voter refeves, alresdy ap-
rointed bty tnis Cox~t, %o recszive and process
applications suemitt=d by them,

"The Cour® a1so wishes to make clear that any re-
Jected Negro applicant from this date forward may apply
to this Court for registration in accordance with the
provisions of 42 U.,S.C. 1971(e)."

On the night of February u 1965, Special Agents of
the FBI observed a mass meeting which was held at Browns Chapel
AME Church from 7:30 p.m. until 10:05 p.m. Most of the 650 to
700 in attendance were adults. The principal speaker was Hosea
Williams, who related his experience while confined to the State
Prison Camp at Selma and Camden, in connection with the civil
rights movement at Selma. A meeting of approximately 400 to
500 Negro youths was held the night of February 4, 1365, at
the First Baptist Church, from about 7330 p.m. to 9:45 p.m.
There were no main speakers, and the program consisted primarily
of singing freedom songs. No incidents were observed in con-
nection with these meetings,
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. ( 2 as previously
that the reason for canceling
the night march was to afforod e order of U, S, District Judge
Daniel H. Thomas further study, and thzt he, King. felt that

this was "a fair order."

5madvised that King confidentially advised him
that if James G, Clark had not made mass arrests on

January 19, 1965, the impetus of the voter registrstion move-
ment in Selma weculd have failled;, and he would have mcved his
activities to Montgomery., King stated consideration is being
given at present to shifting activities to Montgomery, as he
feels the situatlion has resolved itself satisfactorily in his
favor at Selma, He said he would remain in Jjail until all of
his people have been released from the Selma jail, and that
he might make a speech at a mass meeting at Montgomery the
night of February 8, 1965.

Tris document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is
loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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ceat | lachinsion 95107
Lhaiann 12, 1685

4
prit G, Clark 6LLECTION L“*f
% zs County Sheridd ' \j

< C“C..u, ﬁlabm 8F/
U,

Bear Chenitd Clarks

5.4 past, aborinsble actions have aeceived harsh caitician faom Aserican citizena;
hosever, your forced warch on 165 achool children is one of the aost appalling and
Uthsrone actions which has taken place since the ber,uwmg. of the negro deive jos. z
¢ salily, ) -
{yes of a disgpproving United States, and Worldd, crc wpon yon. lou and vowx colleasues
cre definitely in the miccrily growp, HMowever, actions auch as yowrs are the oies

vhich are widerninning the moral, ethical and philocophicel foundations of oua Cawmq. .
Se asamed, Cheriff Clork, the patience of civilized, God-fearing citizens of this
Nation has been emwwted.

9% is denanded that you revicw your purpose as a huzca being, Aserican Citizen and

County Sheaiff, and begin treating all humon beinga in the mraner ohich God, and our
Conatitution, intended them to be trcated = egually! —_—

#{7[ //333//

28 FEB 17 1965

ORICINAL FILED B¢

ces Vjﬁ"/at Bureas of Jrvestization = w«‘fu';v/t:'m, d.C. -
Zaabinglon Slate Senator Hemy M, Qackdon, Senate Ofjice 3Udg,, Washingto:: D.C.
. _:iz&wgtm State Senctor Worsen G, Mogmunn. Senale Office 8ldg., Washingion D.C.
A. cza late Govearor Geoage Wallace, Mont omery, ﬂlabm
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RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL.
(U.s.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC)
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1186

Unrecorded serial dated®/f0 65 pulled from this file
under court order of U.S, District Judge John Lewis
Smith, Jr., <nd sent to National Archives.




" RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL,
(U.S.D.C., D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC)
. V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL (U.S.D.C., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1166 :
Serialsg\s pulled from this file under court order of
U.S. District Judge John Lewis Smith, Jr., and sent to
National Archives.
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U TED STATES DEPARTMENT O USTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Mobile, Alabama
February 3, 1965

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS OF
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

On February 1, 1965, Departmental Attorney CHARLES
"CHAD" QUAINTANCE, Selma, Alabama, requested that one of '
the pickets arrested at Selma, Alabama on February 1, 1965
be interviewed. He specifically desired interview with one
of the group of 12 to 15 Negroes who were read a notice by .
Sheriff JAMES CLARK and told to disperse, and who subsequently
were singing in the courthouse and courtroom before being ;.-
found guilty of contempt in presentee. -

The following persons wefe interviewed on February 2,
1965 at the Dallas County Jail, Selma, Alabama:

" car on Franklin Street, near Jeff Davis Avenue, in
r were t ollowin people:ﬂ
and one” eér person
whom not recall a e present time., He stated they

were going froem the West Trinity Church en route to the
Internal Revenue Office to see about his income tax. He had
stopped his car, had gotten out of the car, and saw about five
or six sheriff's men. When he got back in the ‘car, the
sheriff's men surrounded his car, took all of the individuals,
including himself, out of the car, and took them .

They were arrested then for contempt of court. stated
that none of the occupants of the car had been aroun e
courthouse on the evening of February l, 1965, and he still

did not know why the arrest was made, He stated he had not
been in court yet. ' ' .o :

' Alabama,
who resides advised that

Ao —r2 7 2 /320
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REGISTRARS OF VOTERS OF
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA

he was in a group of five Negroes carrying voter registration
signs at the Dallas County Courthouse between 1:00 and 2:00 P.M.,
Central Standard Time, on Febru He advised t \

3 gns
A deputy sheriff stopped them and told them they
were under arrest and to follow him. They were taken to the
front of the courthouse, The signs were taken away from them,
and they were taken to an upstairs courtroom. ‘

They sat down for about three minutes, and a judge'
called him up to the bench. He was asked his name, school,
and age. The Judge also asked him if the sheriff had read
"an order" to him. He answered the judge "No", and the judge
then charged him with contempt and sentenced him to five
days and $50.00 fine. He was then brought to Jail.

He did not know the names of anyone of the group of ‘573
five who were with him, and they were all high school ds.

wn support.

2, 1965,_
Alabama, an -year old Negro male,

advise at about 12:30 P.M. he was with a group of
about 15 other Negroes carrying picket signs at the Dallas
County Courthouse. "His sign was showing a plcture of a
oliceman and had the words on it: "Is he protecting you?"
o". "Register and vote". All of the other 15 Negroes were
carrying signs that had information thereon concerning voting.
They walked back and forth on Lauderdale Street and Alabama
Avenue around the Dallas County Courthouse for a period of
10 to 15 minutes. The sheriff stopped them on Lauderdale
Street. He was third in line. The sheriff read a court
order to the Negroes and then ordered them 'to disperse. They
started singing, and the sheriff stopped them from singing
and sald "Maybe you didn't hear it". The sheriff then read
the order again. The Negroes started singing again, and the
sheriff gave them two minutes to disperse., They then started

-~

2




REGISTRARS OF VOTERS OF
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA

singing "I'm not going to let anyone turn me around”. They
sang various verses of this song. When two minutes were up,
the sheriff arrested them and took them immediately upstalirs
to a courtroom. As they entered the courthouse, they
continued singing, but softly. As they went upstairs, they
stopped singing. They started singing again softly Just
before they went into the courtroom, and they were still
carrying signs. The judge was not in the courtroom at the
time they first entered, and they continued to sing softly
again inside of the courtroom. One of the deputy sheriffs
started taking the signs away from them and then started
taking photographs of them, The sheriff{ then made the
deputy sheriffs give the signs back to the Negroes in the
courtroom, but they were not in the same order he had taken
them away from the Negroes.

£

The judge came in at about the time the deputy
sheriffs were taking the signs awax from them, and he said
"Stop this singing in my courtroom” loudly. They stopped
singing immediately, and the judge called each one of them
up in front of the bench, asked them each 1if the sheriff had
read the court order to them, and when they indicated that
the sheriff had read the order, the judge then told them
they had failed to obey the order. He fined each one of
them for contempt of court $50.00 and five days 1in jall; and
1f they failed to pay the fine, they would have to work it
out at the rate of $3.00 per day at hard labor.

After the group of 15 were handled by the judge,
about four others were brought into the courtroom, and they
were charged with the same thing, and given the same sentence;
however, these four had not been singing in the courtroom
with them. s

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and
18 loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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Transmit the following in

Mr. Tolson._..._
Mr. Belmont._..__
Mr. Mohr.______
Mr. DeLoach . _
Mr. Casper._____
Mr. Callahan ___ i
Mr. Conrad.. __
Mr. Felt

Mr. Gale

Mr. Rosen.
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2% Date: 2/4/65
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(Type in plain text or code)

N

bac

b7b

4
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(Priority or Method of Mailing) b7 C Tele. Roo
. Room____

TO: RECTOR, FBI AND SAC MOBILE (44-557)

yl SAC, WFO (157-515) g,&z,-«, J
C LIws

/‘\

VOTING DISCRIMINATION, CR DASH EL.
REMOTEL EBEBRUARY FOUR SIXTYFIVE,

CONTACTED TODAY AND ADVISED HE HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH
SNCC AND SCLC REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D, C., AND
BOTH GROUPS DO NOT HAVE PLANS TO S TO SELMA.
REV. WALTER FAUNTROY, SCLC, REPRESENTATIVE, STATES E IS

orpoSED. [ CONTACTED CONGRESSMAN ADAM CLAYTON

POWELL'S OFFICE AND WAS ADVISED THAT CONGRESSMAN POWELL .
AxphEw- 120

AND ABOUT FIFTEEN OTHER ASSOCIATES, STAFF HEHBERS
f.% —/383)% 27

SOME FELLow CONGRESSMEN PLAN TO DEPART u‘f)imem,
FEBRUARY FOUR SIXTYFIVE, ARRIVE SELMA, ALABAMA, FEBRUARY ,

Q" FEB 171 L

FIVE SIXTYFIVE VIA AIR. -STATES HE DOES NOT KN
~— .
WHO WILL BE IN THE GROUP NOR WHERE GROUP WILL sﬁy OR OTHER

DETAILS pmuume TO PURPOSE OF TRIP, WFO com-nmme T0
-OLLOW AND WILL KEEP BIREAU AND MOBILE .ADVISED. i 7

Mr. Sullivan i
* TELETYPE Mr. Tavel
Y EEEwT Mr. Trotter
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. Date: 2/9/65

Transmit the following in

- e .

SUBJECT: REGISTRARS OF VOTERS,
DALLAS _COUNTY, . SEIMAJ.ALLW
VOT%;CL DISCRIMINATION ...

Re telcon from SAC, Mobile to Section Chief CLEM
McGOWAN 2/9/65.

Enclosed are four copies of self-explanatory LHM

pertalning to petition read to Sheriff JAMES G. CLARK, Selma,
Ala., by CORDY T. VIVIAN, SCIC representative, 2/5/65.

LR
_ Bureau (Encs. /g 2? //Z 7 o2z

- Mobile S
] S
F

B
= F7or, 2;?& 7,,4&

& Y- /2 xga/ﬂ 52

2
1 FEB 11 1965, r\e“’“‘
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(Type in plantext or code)
AIRTEL ATRMATL
(Priority)
______________________________________________ L
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-12831)
FROM: SAC, MOBILE (44-557)(P)

eeecdl
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. /A ?Egd‘; ( &éial Agent in Charge




UNIT J STATES DEPARTMENT OF STICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to

File No. Mobile, Alabama

February 9, 1965

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS,
DALLAS COUNTY, SEIMA, ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

On February 9, 1965, Departmental Attorney Charles
Quaintance telephonically contacted the Selma, Alabama, FBI ;
Resident Agency from Washington, D. C., and requested that the
contents of a petlition read to Sheriff James G. Clark by
Cordy T. Vivian, Southern Christlan lLeadershlp Conference
representative, on February 5, 1965, be ascertained. This was
a petitlion that was read to Clark at the time of the confrontation
at the Dallas County Courthouse. This petition is as follows:

"SEIMA, ALABAMA
February 5, 1965

Victor B. Atkins,
Aubrey C. Allen, and
Joseph Bibb,

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS OF
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA

"We members of the Dallas County Voters League and
citizens of Dallas County have recelved the order
from Judge Thomas, Federal District Judge, and do
hereby petition the registrars of Dallas County and
the Mayor of Selma to begin immediately to record

the names of prospective registrants by making avall-
able the Appearance Sheet called for by Judge Thomas
in Section 4(b) of the above-mentioned order.

"Many thousands of persons in this county are desirous
of presenting themselves for reglstration, and we will
appreciate a good faith response to thls baslc right
from the county reglstrars.

"We are hereby presenting this petition under the
securlity offered us in the previous order from

LOSURE

)2 83/ - 310
it




REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS COUNTY, SEIMA, ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

"Judge Thomas' court which restrains the Sheriff of
Dallas County and persons acting in concert with him
from interfering with our right to present ourselves
I1n peaceful assembly before the Board of Reglstrars
for reglstration, or redress of grievance in con-
nection with said registration.

This document contains neither recommendations nor

conclusions of the FBL. It 1s the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency. It and its contents are not to be

distributed outside your agency.
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REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY, SELMA, ALABAMA,, VOTING
DISCRININATION, GRy—Bkn C/ Ve O/ GHTS— Ecterion £HWS
0£ /_e;(,z e Z@J-/S

ON FEB. TEN, LAST MR, WILLIAM J. O'CONNOR, CLERK, USDC, é/
MOBILE, ADVISED THAT PETITION FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS HAD
BEEN FILED FEB, FIVE, LAST ON BEHALF OF TWENTYSIX PERSONS WHO ' ;
HAD BEEN ARRESTED FEB, ONE DASH TWO, LAST AT SELMA AND CHARGED @‘ \\E' ¢
WITH CONTEMPT OF COURT AND SENTENCED TO FIVE DAYS AND FIFTY \\.\ @ Q"

DOLLARS FINE. USDJ DANIEL H. THOMAS DENIED THE PETITION ON Q \
FEB. NINE AND THE RULING WAS APPEALED THE SAME DATE TO THE LR \ l
FIFTH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS. AN APPLICATION FOR STAY OF \\ \ k \
PAYMENT OF FINE PENDING APPEAL VAS MADE TO JUDGE THOMAS BUT NOT v ’( )
RULED ON BY HIM. Q&"’)/f/, /243/-339

ARTICLE IN MOBILE PRESS NEWSPAPER AFTERNOON FEB, ELEVEN,
INSTANT REPORTED FIFTH CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS TURNED DOWN 1)70

! ‘
REQUEST FOR RELEASE OF THESE TWENTYSIX PERSONS BUT sAIp'R FEb 121969
END PAGE ONE Qﬂﬁ“j:"l CKﬂMQ///J)._
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MO 44-557
PAGE TWO

BEEN RECEIVED CONCERNING APPEAL COURT ACTION.
END
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HEARING IS NEEDED AND DIRECTED JUDGE THOMAS TO HOLD ONE,

r
-2

]

T
‘-'P‘Tmf“'l?

——
P =
[=)
o

-1
[ ¢}
—
=2
bt
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GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DI ON

Judge Thomas has denied a petition for
writ of habeas corpus filed U. S. District
Court, Mobile, on behalf of twenty-six
demonstrators arrested at Selma 1/2/65.

§ Judge's order appealed to Fifth Circuit Court
i of Appeals which reportedly has refused to
release petitigers but is ordering Judge
Thomas to hold hearing.

James Bevel, Southern Christian
Leadership Staff Member, is serving five
day sentence in connection with demonstra-
tions. Information received alleging he is in
infirmary with virus infection and is kept in
leg irons. '

Department being currently advised.
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REGISTRARS OF_VOTERS,.-DALLAS -COUNTY,. ALABAMA, VQOTING
DISCRIMINATION, CR DASH EL. ;
A‘b 9
‘~"  DURING DEMONSTRATION THIS MORNING, NEGRO STUDENTS _

WHO APPEARED AT THE DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE ST00D FOR boc \\l &/
APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR AND THEN DISPERSED. DALLAS COUNTY bg N ¢
\”\s

SHERIFF-S DEPUTIES ARRESTED ONE, A /\r

\u\

SHE WAS - s
R 5 -
{29 ¢
TRANSPORTED TO THE COUNTY JAIL IN A SELHA PD CAR.Z7 a'\’ ng T ;33 e

AT TVO FOURTEEN PM, CST, A NUMBER OF NEGRO STUDENTS -
BEGAN MARCHING FROM BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH, SYLVAN STREET

IN SHALLC‘- ,E X\FOUR AND FIVE SPACED FIFTEEN TO TWENTY

SERAE RN ...

et e | o



PAGE TVWO ccee¢.FEET APART. AT TWO THIRTYNINE PM, CST, THE ENTIRE GROUPS
OF ONE SIX ONE STUDENTS WERE LINED UP ON BOTH THE LAUDERDALE

STREET SIDE AND THE ALABAMA AVENUE SIDE OF THE DALLAS COUNTY

COURTHOUSE IN TWO SEPARATE GROUPS, ONE GROUP NUMBERING NINE

ZERO AND ONE GROUP NUMBERING SEVEN ONE, THEY DISPLAYED '
SMALL SIGNS URGING VOTER REGISTRATION. THEY STOOD IN THESE A
TWO GROUPS UNTIL TWO FIFTYFOUR PM, CST, WHEN SHERIFF JAMES

€. CLARK, JR. CAME OUT OT THE DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE AND

SAID TO THE STUDENTS, QBO%Q‘MOVE OUthN§3§¥£. THE STUDENTS

LEFT THE COURTHOUSE IN SINGLE.FILE, MARCHING EAST ON¥ AL ABAMA

AVENUE FOR APPROXIMATELY ONE HALF BLOCK. THE SHERIFF RAN

TO FRONT OF LINE AND LED ALL THE STUDENTS OUT INTO THE MIDDLE

OF THE STREET WHERE THEY MARCHED ON EAST ON ALABAMA AVENUE,

THEY PROCEEDED DOWN ALABAMA AVENUE TO SYLVAN STREET WHERE THEY

TURNED TOWARED THE RIVER ROAD ON SYLVA# STREET. THE GROUP

OF NEGRO STUDENTS WAS THEN LED ON SYLVﬁN STREET TO THE

RIVER ROAD WHICH GOES BY THE SELMA STOCK YARDS AND THE COSBY

DASH CARMICHAEL GRAVEL PIT. CLARK MARCHED AT THE HEAD OF THE

GROUP UNTIL HIS CAR WAS BROUGHT TO HIM AND THEN HE GOT INTO

END PAGE TWO ceccececece



PAGE THREE <eee

THE CAR. SHERIFF S POSSE MEMBERS WERE ON THE FLANKS OF THE

STUDENTS AND AT THE REAR, FOLLOVING ALTERNATELY ON FOOT AND :
IN CARS AND INTERMITTENTLY THEY WOULD URGE THE STUDENTS TO o
RUN. THIS PROCEDURE WAS CARRIED OUT FOR A DISTANCE OF TWO
AND THREE TENTHS MILES EAST ON THE RIVER ROAD TOWARD THE
FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE LODGE. IN FRONT OF A FARMHOUSE

OF ONE JUDGE DAVIS, WHOSE ADDRESS 1K ROUTE THREE, BOX
SIXTEEN DASH D, SELMA, SOME OF THE STUDENTS BROKE OUT OF THE
LINE AND RAN TOVARD THE FARMHOUSE AT APPROXIMATELY THREE
TVENTYFIVE PM. VWHEN THE FIRST GROUP OF STUDENTS BROKE FROM
THE FORMATION, THEN ALL OF THE STUDENTS BROKE AND RAN INTO
THE FIELDS AND FARMHOUSES IN THE AREA.. APPROXIMATELY ONE
HALF MILE PRIOR TO THE TIME THE STUDENTS BROKE FROM THE
FORMATION VAS A BRIDGE WHERE ALL CARS kXCEPT DEPUTIES CARS,
FBI CARS, AND PUBLIC SAFETY DIRECTOR J. WILSON BAKERS CAR
WERE STOPPED AND NO NEWSMEDIA WERE ALLOWED TO PROCEED ACROSS
THE BRIDGE. JUST PRIOR TO THE TIME THAT THE STUDENTS BROKE
FORMATION, SHERIFF CLARK ALLEGEDLY TOLD HIS DEPUTIES TO LET
ANYBODY WHO WAS TIRED DROP OUT OF THE LINE. BUREAU AGENTS
END PAGE THREEE ecocee



PAGE FOUR [ R BN NN N N ]
WHO WERE ON THE SCENE PHOTOGRAPHING ENTIRE MARCH AND THE

DISPERSING OF THE GROUP NEAR THE FARMHOUSE OBSERVED THE
COMPLETE ACTIVITY. SHERIFF CLARK DROVE IN BETIWEEN THE TWO
FARMHOUSES AT THE TIME THEY DISPERSED AND TOLD THE CHILDREN
TO ﬂUOfﬁ”HOVE ON GQQGOTE. AFTER THE STUDENTS DISPERSED

INTO THE FIELDS AND AROUND THE FARMHOUSES, THE SHERIFF AND LE

DEPUTIES LEFT THE AREA AND RETURNED TO THE DALLAS COUNTY

COURTHOUSE. THIS ALL OCCURRED AT APPROXIMATELY THREE

FORTYFIVE PM CST. SOME STUDENTS WERE OBSERVE?LLONG THE

ROAD EN ROUTE BQQQ TO BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH, E
70

aT aBouT Four ocLock P, sHERIFF ToLD{ N

AT THE DALLAS COUNTY COURHOUSE THAT HE ARRESTED THE
MARCHERS FOR @OTE TRUANCY 'UNQUOTE AND WAS MARCHING THEM TO
THE FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE LODGE ON THE RIVER ROAD WHEN
THEY QUSTE ESCAPED UNQUOTE FROM HIM. ME STATED HE DID NOT
KNOW THE NAME OF ANY OF THE STUDENTS OR WHAT HE INTENDED TO
DO NOW THAT THEY HAD QUOTE ESCAPED UNQUOTE,

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY BRIAN LANDSBERG ON SCENE AT SELMA

ADVISED OF DETAILS CONTAINED® HEREIN,

END
WASH  MSB LEr |
FBI VASH DC B
AP .

CC--MR. ROSEN
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REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KINGs JRs LEFT MONTGOMERY;™ ALA: ON '
EAL FLIGHT THREE TWO TWO AT EIGHT AM. A GROUP OF ggég: srugg_"@rs y
BEGAN ASSEMBLING AT BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH, SYLVAN ST. SEima, ala a7
APPROXIMATELY EIGHT TWENTYFIVE AM. STUDENTS WERE ;Ngun ouf. ot/ /

/
/

APPARENTLY FOR LUNCH, WITHOUT ANY MORNING DEMONSTRAJJIONS. AS. \
. fihe i S . - bl £y ~n -

CHAPEL UNTIL APPROXIMATELY ONE PM WHEN MEETING BROKE UP,

OF ONE THIRTY PM DALLAS COUNTY BOARD OF REGISTRARS OFFICE,
Wi 1M
WHCIM WAS OPEN FROM EIGHT AM CST, HAD ISSUED NUMBERS FIFTYFIVE

THROUGH SIXTYSIX TO PERSONS WHO SIGNED THE APPEARANCE BOOK.
ALL NUMBERS ISSUED TO WHITE PERSONS EXCEPT NUMBER FIFTYFIVE,

WHICH WAS ISSUED TO A NEGROs




PAGE TWO sceecse

PROBATE JUDGE BERNARD He REYNOLDS, WHO HANDLES JUVENILE
MATTERS, ADVISED HEARINGS FOR ALL PERSONS CHARGED WITH
CONTRIBUTING TO THE DELINQUENCY OF A MINOR WERE SET FOR TWO
THIRTY PM TODAY, BUT WERE POSTPONED UNTIL TWO THIRTY PM FEB.
EIGHTEEN INSTANT AT THE REQUEST OF PETER HALL, NEGRO ATTORNEY.
CIRCUIT JUDGE JAMES A. HARE ADVISED HEARINGS FOR ALL PERSONS

NOT PREVIOUSLY HANDLED ON CONTEMPT OF COURT CHARGES ARE SET FOR

FEB. SIXTEEN INSTANT, HOWEVER, HALL HAS ALSO ASKED FOR A

CONTINUANCE IN THIS MATTER, WHICH JUDGE HARE HAS NOT GRANTED,

BUT WILL LEAVE THIS TO THE DISCRETION OF BLANCHARD MCLEOD,

c1rourt soLcrror. A
-

AT THREE TWENTY PM A GROUP OF NEGRO YOUTHS BEGAN MARCHING
IN SMALL GROUPS FROM BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURGH TOWARD THE DALLAS
COUNTY COURT HOUSE, FIRST GROUP OF FIVE ARRIVING AT THREE THIRTY
PMe THEY CONTINUED TO LINE UP UNTIL THREE FIFTYSIX PM WHEN

END PAGE TWO cococces



PAGE THREE esces
THE LAST GROUP ARRIVED, MAKING A TOTAL OF THREE HUNDRED NINETY

NINE. NBC, ABC AND CONSIDERABLE NEWS MEDIA OBSERVED IN AREA OF

DEMONSTRATIONS. NEGRO STUDENTS CONTINUED TO STAND IN LINES IN

e

FRONT OF DALLAS COUNTY COURT HOUSE ON THE ALABAMA STREET SIDE.
AT _APPROXIM@TELY FQUR FIFTEEN PM THE DOOR (_JN THE ALABAMA ST:
ENTRANCE TO THE DALLAS COUNTY COURT HOUSE WAS CLOSED AND
INFORMATION WAS RECEIVED THAT SHERIFF JAMES G. CLARK, JR DID
NOT INTEND AT THE MOMENT TO ARREST THESE STUDENTS. AS OF
FOUR THIRTY PM THESE STUDENTS WERE STILL STANDING IN FRONT OF
THE COURT HOUSE HOLDING SMALL PIECES OF PAPER CONTAINING VARIOUS
PHRASES ENCOURAGING VOTER REGISTRATION.

ONE SIGN OBSERVED REFERRING TO N!???SS%?TY FOR PAVING
STREETSe SELMA TIMES JOURNAL OF FEB. ELEVEN INSTANT ON FRONT

T T CTT “she kiEFS OFFICE

PAGE CONTAINED EDITORIAL CRITICAL OF DALLAS COUNTY 5@ CONCERNING
YESTERDAYS MARCH OF A GROUP OF NEGRO TEENAGERS. ARTICLE
INDICATED THAT SELMA CITIZENS HAD AN IMPORTANT DECISION TO
MAKE AND Tl:'le'l' PUBLI(_: QP!NIQN MUST D§MAND THE ?ND T? THESE
I?!SQRDE_IRS {\ND geRN§STLY SEEK REALS!TIF SQLUT!QNS T? THEIR
END PAGE THREE socoeseecs
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PAGE FOUR sesses

i
PROBLEMS.

AS OF FOUR THIRTY PM WHEN THE DALLAS COUNTY BOARD OF

AN

REGISTRARS OFFICE CLOSED, NUMBERS FIFTYFIVE THROUGH SEVENTYTHREEE

- e e -~ -

N

HAD BEEN ISSUED TO PERSONS WHO HAD SIGNED THE APPEARANCE BOOK.
ALL TO WHITES EXCEPT PREVIOUSLY MENTIONED NUMBER FIFTYFIVE.

AT FOUR THIRTY PM THE GROUP OF NEGRO YOUTHS LINED UP IN
FRONT OF THE DALLAS COUNTY COURT HOUSE BEGAN MARCHING AWAY IN
SMALL GROUPS UP LAUDERDALE ST. THE LEAD GROUP MARCHED

[LOMPLETELY AROUND THE BLOCK» RETURNING TO THE ALABAMA ST. s&o;
QF TH§2 t:.:OURT HQUS]:;:. THE: RgeR QF THE @RC_)UP RgMAIN;Ng ;N ERQNT s
OF THE COURT HOUSE. AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR FORTY PM THEY BEGAN |
KN§§L;N§ @NQ R;M@!N@Q KN;FLIN@ SQR SQVERAL H;NUT@S; AT fQUR
FORTYFIVE PM THE LEAD GROUP BEGAN DISPERSING, MARCHING DOWN
ALABAMA ST AND OTHER SMALL GROUPS FOLLOWED. AS OF FOUR
FORTYSIX PM THE FIRST GROUP HAD CROSSED WASHINGTON ST« ON
ALABAMA, APPARENTLY RETURNING BACK TOWARD BROWNS CHAPEL AME
CHURCH.

END PAGE FOUR seecevecsse




PAGE FIVEs.e.

NEGRO SOURCES INFORM NO MASS MEETING TONIGHT. LOCAL WARD
MEETINGS WILL BE HELD.

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY BRIAN LANDSBERG ON THE SCENE AND
BEING ADVISED OF PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS.

ATALNTA AND BH ADVISED AIRMAIL.

END
WA SML '
FBI WASH DC
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REGISTRARS oF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNT1£ ALABAHA, VOTING

floper -

DISCRIMIN Tlﬂ, CR DASH EL,

QIVIL RIGHTS — ELECTON &AW

VHEN THE BOARD OF REGISTRARS o{:cz CLOSED AT FOURZ}
THIRTY PM TODAY, NUMBERS THIRTYFIVE THROUGH FIFTYFOUR HAD
BEEN ISSUED, ALL TO WHITES EXCEPT NUMBER FORTYNINE WHICH Y\
WAS ISSUED TO A m:sao}w.z. A 7{2&?\‘.0? TVENTY NUMBERS  —
ISSUED TODAY. " asress S1a0ane 10 =

AT APPROXIMATELY FOUR FIFTYEIGHT PM 65T, A GROUP OF
APPROXIMATELY ONE SEVEN ZERO NEGROES, MOST OF VHOM APPEARED
> 70 BE MEMBERS OF THE FIRST GROUP THAT APPEARED AT THE DALLAS
COUNTY COURTHOUSE AND HAD BEEN nmcuzn OUT RIVER ROAD BY
SHERIFF JAMES 8. CLARK,. 'FORMED IN SMALL GROUPS AT BROWNS '~ N ;

EHAPEL AME CHURCH AND CAME TO THE DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE.

END PAGE ONE_ cocvees gﬂ)ﬂ 4 - — ~ _b7c/
( % ,fug BEL[..U T h“wm;'] 11 FE. 151965
FEB 17 19656 o
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END PAGE TWO csecccces

THIS GROUP STOOD ALONG THE ALABAMA AVENUE STREET SIDE OF THE
DALLAS‘COUNTY COURTHOUSE, FOLDED THEIR ARMS AND CLASPED
HANDS., NO SIGNS WERE DISPLAYED BY THIS GROUP AND THEY
REMAINED STANDING AT THE COURTHOUSE UNTIL FIVE SIXTEEN PN .
WHEN THEY BEGAN DISPERSING FROM THE AREA, LEAVING IN SMALL
GROUPS IN THE SAME MANNER THAT THEY ARRIVED., THEY APPEARED
TO LEAVE THE AREA IN THE DIRECTION OF BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH.
THE LAST GROUP LEFT THE DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE AT FIVE
TWENTYTWO PM, JUST BEFORE DISPERSING THE NEGRO STUDENTS
KNELT FOR A SHORT PERIOD OF TIME ON THE SIDEWALK AND

SHERIFF CLARK WAS OBSERVED TO LEAVE THE COURTHOUSE AT ABOUT
FIVE PM,

A’

A MASS MEETING IS REPORTEDLY SCHEDULED FOR SEVEN THIRTY
PM AT BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH TONIGHT; HOWEVER, NO
INFORMATION HAS BEEN RECEIVED INDICATING THAT DR. MARTIN

LUTHER KING HAS RETURNED TO THE SELMA AREA
ACTED THE bae

SELMA RESIDENT AGENCY THIS AFTERNOON AND STATED HE WAS b7o
OBTAINING A LIST OF MARCHERS WHO WERE ON THE AFTERNOON MARCH
END PAGE TVWO csesocccee
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PAGE THREE ...

our e rrver roso . (N

DVISED THAT TVELVE NEGRO FEMALES AND TWO NEGRO MALES
VERE TREATED BY A DOCTOR AND NURSE AT BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH 137('_
AFTER THEIR RETURN FROM THE AFTERNOON MARCH OUT THE RIVER b70
ROAD AND WERE REPORTEDLY TREATED FOR PHYSICAL EXHAUSTION.
U £ Ls0 REPORTED THAT ONE NEGRO FEMALE HAD BEEN TAKEN TO
AN UNNAMED HOSPITAL IN SELMA FOR TREATMENT. L

70

S £ RESENT AT BROWNS CHAPEL STATED THIS '

NEGRO FEMALE HAD CUT HERSELF ON A BARBED WIRE FENCE NEAR THE
FARMHOUSE THIS AFTERNOON WHERE THE GROUP DISPERSED ON THE
RIVER ROAD AND SHE WAS TAKEN TO THE HOSPITAL FOR A TETANUS, %;zi
WAS REQUESTED TO MAKE AVAILABLE THE NAMES OF ANY
INDIVIDUALS WHO HAD SUSTAINED PHYSICAL INJURIES DURING THE
MARCH AND HE WAS TOLD THAT ARRANGEMENTS WOULD BE IMMEDIATELY
MADE TO OBTAIN PHOTOGRAPHS AND THE DETAILS CONCERNINE THE
INJURf;ES. HE ADVISED THAT HE WOULD COMPLY.

FOUR NEﬁ;E REPRESENTATIVES WHO CONTACTED THE SELMA
RESIDENT AGENCY THIS AFTERNOON AND REQUESTED INTERVIEWS WITH

SPECINL RGENTS
THE FOUR SAS WHO OBSERVED THE MARCH OF THE STUDENTS OUT THE

| END PAGE THREEEE, '




PAGE FOUR:cosee

RIVER ROAD WERE COURTEOUSLY ADVISED THAT ALL INFORMATION
DEVELORED BY THE FBI WAS BEING FURNISHED TO THE U, S.
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WHO WERE ON THE SCENE AND THAT THE FBI
WAS PRESENTLY CONDUCTING INVESTIGATION FOR THE DEPARTMENT TO
DETERMINE IF ANY VIOLATIONS OF FEDERAL LAWS HAD OCCURREDj;
THEREFORE, NO AGENTS WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEWS AND
INFORMATION FURNISE@D WOULD HAVE TO BE OBTAINED THROUGH THE

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. : A

DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY BRIAN LANDSBERG ON THE SCENE AT
SELMA AND ADVISED OF ALL PERTINENT DEVELOPMENTS,
ATLANTA AND BIRMINGHAM ADVISED BY AIRMAL.

END
| L) oMS
FBI WASH DC

Ac 1R, ROSEN



.- 2/11/65.
GENERAL INVESTIGATIG& DIVISION

Sixty-one students arrest®@at court
house in Selma at 2:14 p. m., 2/10/65, and

were marched and run by the Sheriff two or
three miles out River Road where they broke
formation and dispersed into the woods. I)
Sheriff Clark told he was °7°
marching the students to the Fraternal Order
of Police Lodge Hall when they '"escaped" and
he did not know their identities.

Martin Luther King appeared last night at
a rally in Selma where a demonstration
leader reportedly criticised the FBI for only
photographing the Sheriffs march of the
students instead of taking some direct action.
Negro leaders in Selma reportedly were
sending a telegram to the White House last
night requesting Federal troops.

King to speak in East Lansing, Michigan,
tonight and return to Selma 2/14/65 or
2/15/65.

Department being/ept currently advised.
@}M bre
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NEGRO MASS MEETING HELD TONIGHT BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH
CENTRAL STANDARD TiME

BEGINING SEVEN THIRTY PN 96"[ AND ENDING TEN ZERO FIVE Pi.

RLCISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNTY ALABAMA, SELMA, ALA_[\

Civl Rights _Tlcztiza Laws
VOTING DISCRIMINATION ,;ﬁ"’;‘v.
’ /.ac ey Zﬁu/r @ )

REMOTEL FIVE ZERO TWO PN CST TODAY.

THIS MEETING PRIMARLY ATTENDED BY ADULT# NEGRof; WITH HOSEA WILLIALS
AS PRINCIPAL SPEAKER. WILLIAMS SPEECH RELATED TO HIS r_xf‘o_almc:_ &
WHILE CONFINED TO ALABAMA PRISON CAMP AT SELMA AND CANBEI\ A‘Lé IN
CONNECTION WITH CR MOVJNI AT SELMA. A MEETING OF NE@R&»Youfﬂs
ALSO OCCURRED AT THE FIRSI BAPTIST CHURCH ON SYLVAN smET ARD
BEGAN AT APPROXIMATELY SEVEN THIRTY PM. TERWINATING AT ABOUT

NINE FORTYFIVE PM. ATENDENCE AT BROWNS CHAPEL EST{MATED AT SIX

HUNDRED. FIq‘Y 10 SEVE(\I{-IUNDRED NEGROES AND AT FIRST BAPTIS& FOUR
TO FIVE HUND‘!ED YOUTHS ., | NO PRINCIPAL SPEAKERS AT YOUTH MEETING WHICH

€
CONSISTED PRIMARLY OF SINGING FR’E‘EDG@&,SONGS. f?/ \9;93) - 333

- — — 0
70

G
\END PAGE ONE ceeccos
\ seXERcr Fo ¥ gy,




PACE TWO wevssees

CONTACTED HOSEA WILLIAMS AT BROWNS cmmm._
KING TOLD WILLIAMS THEY SHOULD NOT CONDUCT A NIGHT MARCH TONIGHT aS
PREVIOUSLY PLANNED AND HE WAS EMPHATIC WITH VILLIANS, ABOUT HIS
DISAPROVAL OF THZ NIGHT MARCH, STATING Ga%€'IF THEY MARCH TONIGHT

- - ~ &)7(’.
IT WILL BE A SEVERE TACTICAL ERROR EREUTIE. KING INDICAT@ TO ‘\075

THE REASON FOR CANCELING THE NIGHT MARCH WAS TO AFFORD THE
WS- DITRIT Juded
ORDER OF ©53d DANIEL® H.THOMAS ISSUED TODAY FURTHER STUDY AND HE
]
INDICATED HE FELT THIS WAS A ®UeFE'A FAIR ORDER EasHsiT,
kING CONFIDENTIALLY ADVISED|JTHAT IF SHERIFF Janis s.

CLARK HAD NOT MADE ¥ASS ARREST ON JAN NINETEEN SIXTYFIVE THE IMPEIRUS
ON VOTER REGISTRATION MOVEMENT AT SELMA WOULD HAVE FAILED AND HE

WOULD HAVE NMOVED HIS ACTIVITIES TO MONTGOMERY, ALA., KXING STATED

CONSIDERATION IS BEING GIVEN AT PRESENT TIME TO SHIFT ACTIVITIES

FROM SELMA TO MONTGOMERY AS HE FEELS THE SITUATION HAS RESOLVED ITSELF
SATISFACTORY IN HIS FAVOR AT PRESNET TIME AT SELMA., HE ADVISED HE

WILL POSSIBLY SPEAK AT A MASS MEETING AT MONTGOMERY NIGHT OF FEB EIGHT K

-~ SOUTHERN SHRISTIAN LEABERSHIP CoNFERENCE
NEXT NEXT AND S-G-L-é WILL PROBABLY START VOTER REGISTRATION ACTIVITY THERE

WHICH INCLUDE DEMONSTATIONS OF FEB NINE OR TEN NEXT.

KING ALSO STATED HE WOULD REMAIN IN JAIL ﬁ:&ﬁﬁ"UNTIL ALL # OF
HIS PEOPLE ”FW'E HAVE BEEN RELEASED FROM JAIL AT SEL&‘N.
END PACE TWO ceoceces
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PAGE THRL—A—...‘... £
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P r
INFO KING WILL LEAVE JAIL FEB FIVE NEXT AND MAY RETURN TO ATLAN]-A
CENGAR
5h OVER WEEKEND. SOURCE FURTHER STATES SYMEOF NEGRO LEADEAS IN
DISCUSSING JUDGE THOMAS ORDER FEEL THAT IT MIGHT NOT BE STRONG
ENOUGH Zeesa®< TO SATISFY THEM AND FURTHER Dmor\sﬁnons NIGHT
BE NECESSARY IN SELMA. ’
- ATTWEY GENERR L
ASST j & JOHN DOAR AND DEPT ATTORNEY CHARLES QUAINTANCE
gﬁrﬂ@éﬁ;r
WERE ADVISED OF DEVELOPEMENTS CONTAINED HEREIN RELATIVE

TO TODAY S ACTIVITIES AT SELMA.

END

WA LRA
F31 WASH DC
P

8 3 534
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% . 2/5/65 - -
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION
Malcolm X appeared in ma, Alabama,

2/4/65, to urge that Presidel® Johnson order

a full scale investigation of the Klan. He made
4 no statements indicating his Muslim group

would take any action in the situation at Selma.

He departed Selma without incident.

U.S. District Judge Daniel Thomas,

Mobile, on 2/4/65, ordered that the registra-

: tion of voters be expedited and at least 100

personnel be provided for registration; that
the literary test be dropped; that if all
applicants have not been processed by the
July end of registration, they may register
, With the court-appointed voter referee; that
any rejected Negro applicagnt may apply tg the

=3 court for registratiop 7D

S




FBI WASH DC

FBI MOBILE
12-04 PW/CST URGENT
TOs DIRECTOR

FROM: MOBILE (44-557)
Y4

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DeL.Lﬁs_ﬁoquy,_AuBm,.,mms

DISCRIMINATION, CR,

REMYTEL FEBRUARY TWELVE, SIXTYFIVE, ELEVEN THIRTYEIGHT

P.M.

mm BJREAU OF 'm"mm)ﬂ ;’ — 1
S. DEP , .-
COMMUNEATIONS Sty

FEB 1

TE E t

2713765 TEB

3P

Civil R‘Em-E’ glectina Lav. ﬁ,ﬁ'd" ] A/ L,ANS

. ".» [
e R T
HE HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH REV, ANDREU YOUNG, SCLC Sg@FF,zgc
WHO APPARENTLY 1S IN CHARGE OF QHGTf‘MOVEMENT ﬁﬁqﬂa?i ﬂ} SEiMA

AT PRESENT TIME. YOUNG AND HOSEA WILLIAMS, ALSO SCLC ST%FF, =

Gw
-

CONTACTED HIM ON AFTERNOON OF FEBRUARY TVELVE, LAST, RE

REQUEST BY DALLAS COUNTY VOTERS LEAGUE TO P%yADE

fepeoi [ 3234

FIFTEEN, NEXT. WE GATHERED FROM CONVERSATION WITH YOUNG AND
WILLIAMS THAT THEY WERE NOT IN FAVOR 0 DALLAS county volBgs® 15 196

LEAGUE APPLYING FOR PARADE PERMIT‘E¥;k;Z&N MONTGOMERY AND

BIRMINGHAM THE PARADES HAD NOT BEEN SUCCESSFUL AND THE é
END PAGE ONE P ¢
\ .¥4.§15‘
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PAGE TWO )
MO 44-557
” \\

SUSFE MOVEMENT YNQUOTE-HAD RECEIVED BAD PUBLICITY AS RESULT
OF APPLYING FOR THESE PERMITS.

-FURTHER ADVISED YOUNG INFORMED HIM THAT IF -QUUTE-
”ALL 60ES wsu'\:m ON MONDAY, FEBRUARY FIFTEEN, NEXT,
RE VOTER Rasxsmanoxy NEGRO DEMONSTRATIONS WOULD BE AT AN END

IN SELMA AND CHILDREW WOULD BE INSTRUCTED TO RETURN TO SCHOOL‘

on FEBRUARY SIXTEEN, NEXT. s TaTED YouNe ALso sTaTED {3};’7%
7,
NEGROES GOING TO DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE ON FEBRUARY FIFTEEN, b

NEXT, WOULD NOT INSIST ON FILLING OUT APPLICATIONS ON THIS
DAY BUT WOULD BE INTERESTED IN SIGNING APPEARANCE BOOK TO -
RECEIVE NUMBER FOR LATER REGISTRATION.

-ADVISED HAS BEEN IN CONTACT WITH VARIOUS INDIVIDUALS
IN SELMA ATTEMPTING TO ARRANGE WITH BOARD OF REGISTRARS TO
PROCESS EVERY INDIVIDUAL WHO APPEARS AT COURTHOUSE ON FEBRUARY
FIFTEEN, NEXT, HOWEVER, AS OF PRESENT TIME WOULD HESITATE T0
COMMENT ON STATUS OF ARRANGEMENT.

NEWS BULLETIN THIS DATE IN SELMA STATED SHERIFF JAMES G.

CLARK, JR., WAS e;um/éome sansncronn.y\\muen AT HOSPITAL,
THAT SERIES OF TESTS HE RECEIVED GAVE NO INDICATION HE HAD

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE

MO 44-557 .-

SUFFERED HEART ATTACK, HOWVEVER, WOULD REMAIN IN HOSPITAL

awets For SEVERAL DAYS“thUU$E, FOR OBSERVATION AND REST.
DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY BRIAN LANDSBERG ON SCENE AT SELMA

BEING ADVISED OF ABOVE.

SORR—LINE —6-WORD—4 PAGE-2-SHOULD-BE—"EHILDREN™

END

WA.....ELR

FBI WASH DC
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"' 2/13/65
GENERAL INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION

The Department has been advised.
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FBI :
Date: 2/13/65 E
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. (Type in plaintext or code) ___:
AIRTEL AIR MAIL B
(Priority) I
______________________________________________ B
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-12831)
FROM: SAC, MOBILE (44-557)(P)
RE: _REGISTRARS OF VOTERS

DALLAS--COUNTY; -ALABAMA :
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

& T O il baws

Enclosed herewith to the Bureau are B copies of
letterhead memorandum pertaining to captioned matter.

Interview of Selma, })7c
Ala., was conducted by Special Agents and pIbd
I - =/:/55-

‘?;1«
-

on

rtmental Attorney's request was made to
and the results of the interview with b7C

scussed wit tmental Attorney BRIAN b70
s Selma, Ala., by SA

Coples of letterhead memorandum are being
disseminated locally to fintelligence agencles, as well
as to U. S. Attorney, M¢gblle, Ala., and Departmental
Attorneys, Selma, Ala. &

L~ SA
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UN1: .D STATES DEPARTMENT OF , LTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Mobile, Alabama
February 13, 1S€5

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS COUNTY, ALAEAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

-~ {
- . -
¢ \){ Fa ’{“T'/ -
Or: Pebruary 11, 1965, ERIAN LANDSEERG. Depa: = s,
ttorneyv, Se! tama, reguested thet Revareqd JAMEL Lo
X REVEL aasﬂ both of Seimaz, ALalaga, bs ir-er-.:! -
corcerning a nrepcrt that BEVEL was i & Seuma hispital o
chains. . LANDSBERG requested tnav it be detyomirsu o
Reverand BEVEL was xefused admissicn as the Geod Sz1.:7- L
Hespitai, Seima. Alabama, before being admitned *7 kur.«. 7C

Infirmary, Selma, Alabamay

, heriff JAMES G. CLARK, JR. ahout hav
reieased from jalil to be taken to the hospital:
CLARK said toc take BEVEL to the New Vauglian Memo

and would have to be shackled to the bed.

ENCLOSURE®

Yor 11 i21-D 3

BEV E.

r Sta-ciy

: heepiis

A-".rl.‘-:.’.': LA
——

N




REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS COMITY, ALAEAMA
-VOTTNZ -*S“RLFINA ION

lezrnad thaw BEVEL had 427 .02

Lrmary, Selma, Aiabams; ard tha’™ 7a e
Of plans wag made at the suggestion of some ¢ ZEVEL S 1?7C1
friends.

”said that he went to the Burwell
Infirmary and arr there at about 7:00 P.M, on Fetrmar. .
1965; that Reverend BEVEL was in 2 private rocm, and witr 3

deputy sheriff standing guard in the dcorway; tnas Fava-ard
BEVEL had leg irons on his right leg, wnich were a:tl;z;~ *
the fooct of the bed; fthat He asked the ‘,ﬁa,% Bt
take the shackles off“of Réverend BEVEL: -
sheriff said he coculd not do so, Siﬁ”e HEVEL as
and there were no bars on the window.

made several 1ong distan.e
know whom she had caluel

2




REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS COUNT'Y, ALAFAMA
-VOTING DISCRIMINATION

. ——— . — o 6

said that he telephariaiSres 17 JLAGH

and triesd to explain thar BEVEL': condition did Ot WE A

his peing zha:kled tc the bed: that BEVEL wzs very 3.+ & 5

weak, and he c¢ouid not leave *"he no~pit,a. ‘\’f"l il war.t e

tc dc so; that Sheriff CLARK & T
ramoved from BEVEL or.:y




REGISTRARS OF VOTERS
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA
-VOTING DISCRIMINATION

The results of the above investigation wers crati_.v
furnished to BRIAN LANDSBERG, Departmenftal Attorney, Se.ims.
Alabama, on February 12, 1965.

This documenf{ contains neither recommendations ro-
conclusions of the FEI. It is the property of the FEI ar?

is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are notr tc be
distributed outside your agency.
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1138/PM CST 2/12/65 URGENT CCM
DIRECTOR (44-12831
FROM MOBILE (44-557)

o  CLAL A

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DAL'LAS COUNTY, ALABAMA, VOTING

Bl o

DISCRIMINATION. CR, EL.

REMOTEL THIS DATE. = .
NEGRO MASS MEETING TOOK PLAGE BROWN'S CHAPEL AME cnuncn‘*“

TONIGHT BEGINING ABOUT SEVEN P.M. CST, AND ENDING NIN&THI%EFIVE
P.M, ATTENDANCE AT MEETING ESTIMATED APPROX. FOUR HUI\!B_;}?ED P%?SONS.
]
PRINCIPAL SPEAKERS, HOSEA WILLIAMS AND RICHARD BOONE, §9LC STAFF.
SPEAKERS STRESSED VOTER REGISTRATION AND NEED FOR LARGE CROWD TO GO

TO DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE ON MONDAY TWO FIFT&N SIXTYFIVE,

AT EIGHT TEN P.M. CST, IN FRONT OF CHURCH MARIE FOSTER,

SECERTARY DALLAS COUNTY VOTERS LEAGUE DELIVERED A TYPE MRITTEN.
REQUEST TO J. W. BAKER, WHICH IN SUBSTANCE REQUESTED A PERMIT TO

FECERAL EURCAS &F !t'\:n:.-\'aﬂ SRR B
T T——

COMMUNIGATIONS. SECTION P T

PARADE ON TWO FIFTEEN SIXTYFIVE UNDER SECTION TWO TWO FOUR OF b’
b

)

ONE NINE-FIVE FOUR ODE OF CITY OF SELMA.
| - A

bic

NO INCIDENTS OCCURRED. ¢ ‘5/7 —/583/- 33 é

C




-

PAGE TWO

THE REQUEST ESTIMATED SIX HUNDRED PERSONS WOULD BE IN
THE PARADE AND WOULD WALK SOUTH ON SYLVAN STREET TO ALABAMA AVE.,
WEST ON ALABAMA AVE., TO DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE WHERE THEY WOULD
LINE UP IN SINGLE FILE FOR VOTER REGISTRATION,

BAKER STATED THAT ON SATURDAY AND SUNDAY THE CITY IS CLOSED
FOR BUSINESS, HOWEVER, HE INTENDS TO REQUEST THE MAYOR TO CALL \
A SPECIAL SESSION OF THE CITY COUNCIL IN ORDER TO AUTHORIZE THE
PERMIT, HE ADVISED FOSTER IN PRESENT OF AGENTS OBSERVING MASS ;
RALLY THAT HE WOULD DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE IN EFFORT TO OBTAIN
PERMIT.

COVERAGE OF MEETING AFFORDED BY BAKER, ONE PLAIN CLOTHES
DETECTIVE, ONE P D CAR PATROLING AREAﬂ NO S O CARS OR DEPUTIES
OBSERVED ON SCENE ,

DEPT ATTORNEY BRIAN LANDSBERG ON SCENE AT SELMA ADVISED.
END
WA JR
FBI WASH DC

TU AND HOLD
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* AIRTEL ATRMAIL
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(Priority)
________________________________________________ L
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (44-12831)
FROM: SAC, MOBILE (44-557) (P)
SUBJECT: REGISTR
¢O DALLAS COUNTY, ATA,
VOTING DISCRIMINATION 3
TR - EL &,

Enclosed for the Bureau is LHM concerning
the above-captioned matter.

This investigation was conducted upon recelpt

of a handwritten request to the Selma, Ala., RA, which <
request wa dglivered by Departmental Attorney s
CHARIES * QUAINTANCE. }i’ ’
- Burean (E ) (RM) é
obile _&
e
O L
7C
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Special Agent in Charge




UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JuSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Mobile, Alabama
Reply, Please 5
T Rply, Ploase Refer &0 February 11, 1965

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS,
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

On February 1, 1965, Departmental Attorney
Charles "Chad" Quaintance delivered a handwritten
request to the Selma Resident Agency of the FBI,

which set forth the following: ; |
. W3 r t

s County,
werked on

Fridays as on the day
she was dis ad attended
mass meetings and had attempted to register to vote
during the week of January 25, 1965, Dismissal E'7CL
of employees who attend such meetings and who
attempt to vote may be in violation of the Civil

957. It 1s requested that the subject, [

be interviewed to determine how

ong ad been employed, her duties, whether
her work was satisfactory, net salary, if given a
raise and if so, when, the extent the conversations
" occurring when explained to#that she had

attende eeti tempted to register to vote,
whe informe
if a placement has

that she was dismissed and
een hired. :

mIATOSURE




A signed statement should be obtained
if possible.

Selma, Alabama, furnished the

ollowling information,
which was incorporated into the

ollowing statement:

e as Special Agents of the FBI.
Agentﬁhas advised me that I do not
have to say a thing and that anything I do
say might be used against me in a court
of law. I have been told also that I can
consult with an attorney of my choice or
anyone else, No threats or promlises were
used to get me to make this statement. £/7c

was born on N - bas
Alabama, and presently reside at
Selma, Alabama,

as been satisfactory her

h bout a mo £
that her daughter-in-law's
was not satisfactory.




qworked for me only
one day a week for .50 per day. The

hours she worked were from 8:20 am to about
2:00 pm. I travelled about three miles
each time she worked to plck her up and
over six miles to take her home. I never
gave a raise,

N eek she worked for me
told me her legs were
red from standing in line one day during

the week., She didn't say anything to me
concerning the parading that had gone on
other than mentioning the word, registering,
and mentioning that her feet and legs were
tired. I did not discuss the registration
drive or parade with her,

"I informed- on January 29,
1965, that her servlices were no longer . }77C
needed and as s dismissed her, I laid -
off”last Sammer for about bt
two ee weeks because I didn't have

the money to pay for her at that time.

"T have hired a temporary replacement
but will decide if |
this replacem Wwork is satisfactory and

for
if so whether this replacement will become
permanent."

—read this statement and stated that
it was true and correct. She sald that she desired
to contact her attorney before signing this statement.

' On February 10, 1965, advised that
she had talked with her attorney,
Selma, Alabama, and he advised her no o sign this

statement. ‘

Thls document contains neither recommendatiqns

3



nor conclusions of the FBI. It 1s the property of
the FBI and 1s loaned to your agency; it and its

contents are not to be distributed outside your
agency.
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634 PM CST URGENT 2/14/65 VFP C

TO DIRECTOR AND ATLANTA G~ Rg

FROM MOBILE /44-557/ W s DT
- Teie 7 0 H

4. L R "
Miss G "y - E

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS, DALLAS COUNIY, ALABAMA, sr-:x.ua ALA
Jvon NG DISCRIMINATION,

A

L)
BN L517ER OF AUTHORIZATION TO THE STEERING COMMITTEE .
OF THE DALLAS CO VOTERS LEAGUE APROVING A QUOTE WALK OF SIX

HUNDRED ADULT CITIZENS OF DALLAS CO ALA'EﬂQUB¥E. FROM BROWNS
AME CHURCH TO THE DALLAS CO COURTHOUSE, SELMA TWO FIFTEEN NEXT.

l R:,,h i'.lccﬁ_:fz_ _l.:wg_

-—
-

AUTHORIZATION SPECIFIED THEY ARE TO OBSERVE ALL TRAFFIC"r <
REGUKLATIONS BY CITY AND TO WALK IN SUCH MANNER THAT THEZ ;:;
o~ __1,3'
WILL NOT INTERFERZVITH OTHER CITIZENS USING SAME STREETS OR

3

SIDEWALKS., AUTHORIZATION TO BE DELIVERED TO DALLAS CO voﬁns
LEAGUE ABOUT SIX PM CST TODAY. =
W /0 ViSED TODAY HE OBTAINED INFO THAT DR b0 e'}‘ !
MARTIN LUTHER KING HAD BEEN ADVISED BY DR. TO 60 TO BED AND REST. MJJ'"
THEREFORE HE IS NOT EXPECTED TO APPEAR SELMA UNTIL MORNING M’Q
OF TWO FIFTEEN NEXT. ¢
MASS MEETING SCHEDULED TONIGHT BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH.
AT ATTEMPT TO DETERMINE THROUGH SOURCE WHEN KING VILL LEAVE

ATLANTA AND IF ABOVE INOFO SUBSTANTIALLY szcr. __,3.#
£ NE_A i e s -

DEPT ATTORNEY BRIAN dgﬁbgglRG.D
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RE MOTEL TQODAY, TWO THIRTEEN PH. 5

REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING RETURNED TO SELMA, ALA

FROM CAMDEN, ALA. APPROXIMATELY TWO THIRTY PM AND
RETURNED TO BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH, SELMA, WHERE
REPORTEDLY SPOKE TO A GROUP OF NEGRO TEACHERS. AT -

THREE TWENTYSEVEN PM KING AND HIS PARTY LEFT IN THEIR

AUTOMOBILE FROM MARION, ALA., ON HIGHWAY EIGECYGH S
#ora83/- 339

AT THREE THIRTYSEVEN PM APPROXIMATELY ONE HUNDRED ™ *= mwma’cmen.
EIGHTYSIX NEGROES SCHOOLTEACHERS, BOTH MALE AND FEMALE,? FEB 171965
MARCHED IN SMALL GROUPS FROM BROWNS CHAPEL TO THE DALLAS &Y —

ot A ' P o
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, ARRI\\’ING~@ THR@E FIFTY PM. TEACHERS >
. ':. ’ ) \("l“.\ »“ 2 ~:' s
CONTINUED ﬂ'AR ING PAST COURTHOUSE AND WENT TO THE END .-
- I3 40 YK t 1y

T e

3y .

LAUDERDALE STREET i%iilSTIN% OF PER
ed SK. Ck
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VAITING TO RECEIVE NUMBERS AND TO SIGN THE APPEARANCE
BOOK. APPROXIMATELY THIRTY OTHER NEGROES JOINED THE END
OF THE LINE WHO APPEARED TO BE LABORING TYPE PERSONS
MANY OF VHOM WERE WEARING A UNIFORM SHIRT WITH THE NAME
QUOPE 'MENRY BRICK COMPANY UHSHOTE, A LOCAL BRICK COMPANY,
THESE PERSONS APPARENTLY BEING EMPLOYEES JUST FINISHING

WORK. b7 o

 ERTREE

NOTED A NUMBER OF SCHOOL TEACHERS LINING UP WERE ALREADY
REGISTERED IN DALLAS COUNTY AND WERE APPARENTLY LINING
UP ONLY FOR THE PURPOSE OF DEMONSTRATION.

AS OF FOUR PM, WHEN THE DALLAS COUNTY BOARD OF
REGISTRARS CLOSED, ONE HUNDRED TWENTY PERSONS HAD BEEN
PROCESSED TODAY, NINETY ONE NEGROES AND TWENTYNINE
WHITES. NUMBER TWQFUNDRED FIFTYONE WAS THE LAST PERSON
CALLED TO THE BOARD TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION. THE
BOARD REMAINED OPEN UNTIL FOUR THIRTY PM TO ALLOW PERSONS
TO éIGN THE APPEARANCE BOOK AND AS OF FOUR THIRTY PM
SEVEN HUNDRED FIVE NUMBERS HAD BEEN ISSUED. THE BOARD
END PAGE TWO cecececes




PAGE THREE cccecece

ADVISED THEY WILL REOPEN NINE AM, FEBRUARY SIXTEEN, NEXT,

TO ALLOW PERSONS TO SIGN THE APPEARANCE BOOK BUT ?HE

BOARD HAS NOT DECIDED AS TO WHETHER THEY WILL REMAIN

OPEN DURING THE LUNCH HOUR TOMORROW OR FOR THE REMAINDER

OF THE WEEK. N
SEVERAL HUNDRED PERSONS STILL IN LINE THIS DATE WHO

DID NOT REcyEVE NUMBERS INCLUDING THE ABOVE MENTIONED

SCHOOL TEACHERS BEGAN DISPERSING AT FOUR THIRTY PM .

nn
"

A NUMBER OF PERSONS WHO HAD RECEIVED NUMBERS BUT WHO
HAD NOT ENTERED TO BOARD FOR PURPOSE OF FILLING OUT
APPLICATION BEGAN DISPERSING FROM THE COURTHOUSE
AT FOUR PM AND THE AREA AROUND THE DALV& COUNTY COURTHOUSE
WAS CLEAR AS OF FOUR THIRTY PM, MANY OF THESE RETURNING
TO THE AREA OF BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH AND FIRST
BAPTIST CHURCH ON SYLVAN STREET.

A MASS MEETING IS REPORTEDLY SCHEDULED AT BROWNS
CHAPEL AME CHURCH TONIGHT AT SEVEN THIRTY PM AND
REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING IS REPORTED TO BE RETURNING
FROM MARION, ALA TO BE THE PRINCIPAL SPEAKER.
END PAGE THREE
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DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEYS BRIAN LANDSBERG AND GEORGE
RAYBORN ARE IN SELMA AND BEING ADVISED OF PERTINENT
DEVEL OPMENTS.

END
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GENERAL INVESTIGATI}a DIVISION
f
Negro mass meeting held at

Selma evening of 2/15/65. Estimated
attendance 700-750 adults. Dick Gregory,
Negro comedian, and Reverend Ralph
Abernathy spoke to meeting. Reverend
Martin Luther King, Jr., did not speak

at the meeting but he was to spend the night
2/15/65 in Selma at the home of Dr.
Sullivan Jackson.

Negro youths instructed to return
to school and only activity planned for
2/16/65 is the Negro signing of the
appearance book at the court house.

We are keeping the Department
informed on a current basis.
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REGISTRARS QOF VOTERS OF DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA., VOTING_

_DISCRIMINATION. CR - EL. %U

RE MOBILE TELETYPE, FEBRUARY FOURTEEN, LAST.

DALLAS CTOUNTY BOARD OF REGISTRARS OFFICE OPENED AT NINE
N
A.M., CST, THIS DATE, AT WHICH TIME SIXTEEN NEGROES AND THREE
WHITES, ALL OF WHOM HAD PREVIOUSLY RECEIVED NUMBERS, WERE IN

LINE. AS OF TWELVE ZERO ONE P.M., THREE &L&%ED Ezfﬂws z —
E

NUMBERS HAD BEEN ISSUED., APPROXIMATELY SIXTEEN S VEN;E{%

FEB 1
PERSONS WERE ALLOWED INSIDE THE REGISTRARS OFFICE‘PNITIALLY
TO RECEIVE APPLICATIONS, AND THESE PERSONS WERE BEING REPLéEE‘D
FROM THE LINE AS THEY COMPLETED APPLICATIONSo WEL\E

ZERO ONE P .M., WHEN THE BOARD CLOSED FOR LUNCH, NUMBER ONE
T @’,9

&)

b7c

, Pl -
EIGHTY THREE HAD ENTERED THE REGISTRARS OFFICEBC,I(QTREECEI‘VE‘*‘ ’}W
AN APPLICATION, SIXTY THREE PERSONS HAD BEEN PROCESSED FOR

REGI%)BPE-Dg £§ 1‘5&? TIME, AND THOSE PERSONS INSIDE THE OFFICE

END PAGE ONE 7%
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PAGE TWO

WHEN THE BOARD CLOSED AT NOON WOULD BE ALLOVED TO FINISH

THEIR APPLICATIONS. THE DESK VHERE PERSONS WERE RECEIVING

NUMBERS ON THE APPEARANCE BOOK, WAS BEING MAINTAINED OPEN \
THROUGH THE LUNCH HOUR, TO CONTINUE ISSUANCE OF APPEARANCE de
NUMBERS .

BOARD IS SCHEDULED TO REOPEN AT ONE FORTY FIVE P.M.

AT APPROXIMATELY NINE FORTY FIVE A.M., A GROUP OF NEGRO
ADULTS, ESTIMATED AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN HUNDRED, ALSO
INCLUDING TEN TO TWELVE WHITE PERSONS, MARCHED FROM BROWNS
CHAPEL AME CHURCH TO DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE, AND STARTED
A LINE AT THE LAUDERDALE STREET DOOR. DALLAS COUNTY RESIDENTS
WERE ISSUED AN APPEARANCE NUMBER AS THEY ENTERED THE COURT-
HOUSE, AND SIGNED THE APPEARANCE BOOK, AND PERSONS AFTER
RECEIVING THEIR NUMBER FORMED ANOTHER LINE, BOTH LINES
EXTENDING NORTH ALONG LAUDERDALE STREET FOR APPROXIMATELY SIX
BLOCKS. REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KING, VHO LED THE GROUP TO THE
COURTHOUSE, WALKED ENTIRE LENGHT OF THE LINE SHAKING HANDS
VITH PERSONS IN LINE. MARCHERS WHO APPEARED IN THIS GROUP
CARRIED SIGNS QUOTE FARMERS UNQUOTE TEACHERS UNQUOTE,

END PAGE TWO
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PAGE THREE |

QUOTE JAILBIRDS UNQUOTE, AND SIMILAR SIGNS, APPARENTLY DESCRIBING
THE PARTICULAR GROUPS IN THAT SECTION OF THE MARCH. KING WAS
HEARD TELLING NEWSMEN THAT HE PLANNED TO GO TO CAMDEN, ALABAMA,
WILCOX COUNTY, AT ELEVEN THIRTY A.M., AND TO MARION, ALABAMA,
PERRY COUNTY, AT ONE THIRTY P.M.

AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN A.M., A GROUP OF NEGRO YOUTHS,
ESTIMATED AT EIGHT HUNDRED NINETY, MARCHED IN SMALL GROUPS
FROM BROWNS CHAPEL AME CHURCH TO THE COURTHOUSE, WHERE THEY
TURNED ON THE STREET, MARCHING NORTH ALONG THE EAST SIDE OF
LAUDERDALE STREET, AND THEN RETURNING TO BROWNS CHAPEL.

AT APPROXIMATELY ELEVEN TEN A .M., KING LEFT THE AREA OF THE
DALLAS COUNTY COURTHOUSE AND RETURNED TO BROWNS CHAPEL CHURCH,
WHERE HE uéi? A SHORT PRESS CONFERENCE, HE THEN WENT TO THE
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH ON SYLVAN STREET, AND AT TWELVE ZERO ONE
P.M., x}ne;giu A SIXTY FOUR GREEN CHEVROLET IMPALA WITH FIVE
OTHERS, LEFT SELMA, APPARENTLY HEADING FOR CAMDEN, ALABAMA,

ON ROUTE FORTY ONE. DEPARTMENTAL ATTORNEY BRIAN LANDSBERG
AND GEORGE RAYBORN ARE BEING ADVISED OF PERTINENT DEVELOP-
MENTS.

END PAGE THREE
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PAGE FOUR

ON FEB., THIRTEEN, LAST A PETITION FOR WKIT OF HABEAS CORPUS
WAS FILED FOR JAMES L., BEVEL AND FORTYNINE OTHERS WHO WERE
ARRESTED FOR CONTEMPT OF COURT ON FEB. EIGHT, LAST AND SENTENCED
TO FIVE DAYS AND FIFTY DOLLARS FINE, U. S. DISTRICT JUDGE ON
FEB. FIFTEEN, INSTANT ISSUED AN ORDER STAYING THE PAYMENT OF THE
FIFTY DOLLARS FINE, ORDERED THE SHERIFF TO SURRENDER THE BODIES
OF THE PETITIONERS, AND PROVIDED FOR THEIR RELEASE UPON THE POSTING
OF A HUNDRED DOLLAR BOND.

END
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DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA, 2-t16-65 B
VOTING DiSCRIMINATION” — 7C
CR - EL™™
, R
Reference is made to Mobile airtel dated 2/5/65 //
tranamitting weekly letterhead memorandum. ( E

Enclosed herewith to the Bureau are 10 copies of

. weekly letterhead memorandum covering the period through

.7 2/11/65. These weekly letterhead memoranda will be continued

" a8 long as the activity indicates the need therefor. ‘
: \

Coples of this letterhead memorandum are being
disseminated locally to intelligence agencies, to the
Departmental Attorney at Selma, Ala., and to the U. S. ¥
Attorney at Mobile, Ala., who has requested copies of same. .~

Coplez of this letterhead memorandum are also bein
furnished to Atlanta, because of the activity of MARTIN
LUTHER KING and others connected with the Southern Christi
Leadership Conference in relation to the Selma demonstratio

Agents observing the activit
d

et 1 283 ‘H
(:;3- Bureau (ﬁgcéﬂuio RM F;Z%:’-‘C‘ ‘ﬁ;ézs

&
5 - Atlanta (Encs. 5 " 10 FEB 151965 - |
7 - Mobile (2 - uu-5572(1 - 157-367, RACIAL SITUATION,. SELMA, ALA. )

- & 1 - 2100-1342, RACIAL SITUATION, STATE-OF ALA
;o A 1 - 44-11L4, VOTER REGISTRATION MATTERS, SELMA, ALA.
G A X 1 - 157-192,48CKC) | (R if §00-1472, REV. MARTIN w'rm KIN
‘ 1965
.‘ | , -
E " - - - 5 . b ¢
\ | . SBEC.L -0 Whitst2 o
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On a dally basis, the above information has been
made available at Selma, Ala. to Departmental Attorneys
BRIAN LANDSBERZ, GEORGE RAYBORN, or MORTON SKLAR.

g



UN1vED STATES DEPARTMENT OF jUS11CE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Please Refer to Mobile, Alabama

File No.

February 12, 1965

REGISTRARS OF vo'rEng 5‘": 'y -L.'W.
DALLAS COUNTY, AL T

VOTING DISCRIMINATION o - 2:1:0 'L ,/”/(; M/,

The information set forth herein will supplement
the information set forth in letterhead memorandum dated
February 5, 1965: ar

AT SEIMA, ALAEAMA:

On February 5, 1965, United States Marshal GEORGE
M. STUART advised that 16 congressmen were due to arrive in
Montgomery, Alabama that morning, and would, thereafter,

travel to Selma, Alab to meet with local authorities. -
S - o o chel
ral consensus of opindon was e county and city 25

authorities did not desire to meet with the congressional
group, as they felt it was biased. STUART said that after
the cornigressmen met with the city and county authoritles,
they wculid receive complaints from the local citizens regard-
ing the racial unrest. This action 1s to take place at

3:00 P.M. in the PFederal Building in Selma.

At 8:45 A.M., February 5, 1965, Special Agents of
the Federal Bureau Of Investigation observed a Negro mass
meeting beginning at Brown's Chapel AME Church, with about
150 adults. in attendance. At the same time, a meeting of
250 to 300 Negro youths began at the First Baptist Church.
At about 11:45 A.M., a group of T4 persons, 71l Negroes
together with two white males and one white female, left
Brown's Chapel AME Church and walked to the Alabama Avenue
entrance of the Dallas County Courthouse, where they were
confronted by Sheriff JAMES G. CLARK. CLARK read an order
from Circuit Judge JAMES A. HARE, and directed the group to




REGISTRARS OF VOTERS,
DALLAS COUNTY, ALAEBAMA,
VOTING DISCRIMINATION

/

disperse, since court was in session. Southern. Chgdsbian
Leadership Conference (SCLC) Staff Member CORDY T/ VIVIAN ALs
was -the leader of the group, and he asked to see the :
Registrars Of Voters. VIVIAN made several statements

about CLARK and led the group in prayer. Thereafter, CLARK
informed them that they were under arrest for contempt of
court. He took them to the second flcor courtroom of Judge .
HARE, where HARE again read them his order. They were taken
to the 0l1d National Guard Armory at about 2:30 P.M., it R
being noted that Judge HARE was scheduled to hold a con-
ference at 3:00 P.M. in the courtroom with Alabama Congressmen
who were on the scene, namely, RICHARD DICKINSON, JOHN
BUCHANAN, JIM MARTIN, and GLENN ANDREWS. It was reported

that Judge HARE would dispose of the cases against these
persons charged with contempt of court on that date after

the conference with the Alabama Congressmen.

At about 12:37 P.M. on that date, about 450 Negro
youths left the First Baptist Church, separating in groups
if four and five. They proceeded to the county courthouse,
where they lined up on the Lauderdale Street side of the
courthouse. They sang and showed placards relating to voter
registrasvion. Sheriff CLARK read to this group the order of
Judge HARE and directed that the group disperse. They re-
fused tc disperse and were placed under arrest by Sheriff
CLARX.  at 1318 P.M. They were then taken to the 0l1d
National Guard Armory, from where they were taken to the
State Prison Camp at Selma. Al

At 1:12 P.M., MARTIN LUT KING and RALPH/ABERNATHY
were observed to leave the Se ity Jail, after thelr bonds )
were gost Reverend L. L./ANDERSON and Reverend EDWIN ¢
L D. S. They drove to tHe residence of Mrs. AMELIA - '

ON, where they were met by a group of 16 congressmen, -
KING announced a press conference at 3:00 P.M. on that date
at Brown's Chapel AME Church. As of 3:30 P.M., February 5,
1965, information was received that some of the delegation
of 16 congressmen had merged with the delegation of Alabama
Congressmen in a closed conference with Judge HARE. Several
gf the congressmen were at Brown's Chapel AME Church at the

ime. .

2
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The 71 Negro adults and three white adults arrested
during the day for contempt of court were being released
on $100 persenal rscogpizemes bonds, if residents of Dallas
County, and $100.00 surety bonds, if non-residents of Dallas
County. As of 5:30 P.M., only 20 of the group were still
being processed, and they were in the process of being re- N
leased on bond.

"!!!!!IIIII!IIIl!lllIIIlllllllllllllllllllllll’ Lobas
the egrc students arrested in the day's demonstrations

being released to their parents on the night of February 5,
1965. The parents had been notified they could pick up their
children at Camp Selma.

MARTIN LUTHER KING made a press release at 3:45 P.M,
on February 5, 1965, stating that he wanted to meet with
President JOHNSON on voter application matters. He saild he
and Reverend ABERNATHY had received proper treatment while
in Jail in Selma,

KING spoke at a raliy at Brown'’s Chapel AME Church
on the night of/February 5, 1965 for about 30 minutes. He
left the chur at about 10:00 P M. and went to the home of
Dr. SULLIV JACKSON in Selma,fﬁbere he met with members of
his staff.” Attendance at ™ thé rally at Brown's Chapel AME
Church on that night was 700 to 800 persons, with a large
number of Negro students on the outside. Coverage of the
rally was by J. WILSON BAKER and plaimclothes officers. No
incidents were observed or reported in connection with the
rally.

; Alabama Irom Camp Thomaston, Alabama, and were
processed and released by the Probate Judge.

The 22 persons arrested on February 1, 1965 on
charge of contributing to the delinquency of minors were
released on bond on February 4, 1965. The Negroes arrested
on February 1, 1965 on miscellaneous charges were released
on bond on February 4, 1965.

3
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At approximately 8:00 A.M., February 6, 1965,
MARTIN LUTHER KING was observed to leave Selma, Alabama,
proceeding to Montgomery, Alabama, where he departed on .
Delta Ailr Lines Flight Number 614 at 9:10 A.M. for Atlanta,

Georgia. y_7c

On Pebruary 6, 1965 ”adviaed that b
he had conferred with Assistan?® orney General JOHN DOAR, .-
and he was trying to arrange a meeting between DOAR and REX
NORTHLUND, President; and FRANK WILSON; Vice President,

Peoples Bank And Trust Company, Selma, who have been in-
fluential in establishing communications between city officilals

and local Negro leaders, this being done in an attempt to
bring a halt to the racial activity in Selma.

Special Agents of the Federal Bureau Of Investigation
observed that work shop meetings were held on February 6,
1965 at Hopewell Baptist Church, Tabernacle Baptist Ghurch
and St. Paul Church. The meetirigs were held between 7:00 P.M.
and 9:30 P.M. Attendance at each meeting was spproximately
20, and the meetings were not covered by local authorities.
No incldents were observed at any of these meetings.

On the night of February 7, 1965, Special Agents
of the Pederal Bureau Of Investigation observed a Negro mass
meeting.held at the Brown's Chapel AME Church between

P.M. and 9:45.P.M. Attendance was about 500. JAMES_
ristian Leadership Conference (SCLC), an
E, President, Dallas County Voters League
(pcvL), the speakers.’ BEVEL stressed more demonstrations.
He sald it would not be quiet in Selma for a long time. He
was critical of United States District Judge DANIEL H.
THOMAS, calling him a segregationist and alleging that Judge
THOMAS had been conferring with Sheriff CLARK on the side.

: 7¢C
On February 7, 1965madv1sed that | o,
he had told Reverend BEVEL tha e Dallas County Board Of
Registrars would have a book open each day during the coming

week and avallable for Negroes to sign and recelve priority
numbers for voter registration. The Board Of Registrars

3
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would allow every Negro who appeared to fill out registration
forms by July 1, 1965, even if the board had to hald extra
registration days to do so and comply dge THOMAS? £y7c
order of February 4, 1965. BEVEL tolm‘chat this was b7
not enough, and that he wanted the reglstration board open

on February 8, 1965; that receiving priority numbers would
not satisfy the Negroes. He said he had instructed the
Negroes to get in lime on February 8, 1965 and not leave the ' .
courthouse area. He said that he could always get a favorable
ruling from Judge TUTTLE, in Atlanta, Georgla, if they needed
it, and they did not intend to comply with the order i1ssued

by Judge THOMAS.

AN

Coverage of the meeting on the night of February 7,
1965 was handled by BAKER and plainclothes officers of the
Selma Police Department. No incidents were observed or
reported in connection with the meeting. /Jbu

On Petruary 8, 1965, VICTOR/ATKINS, Chairman, Dallas
County Board Of Registrars., advised that the board opened at
9:00 A.M. on that date to aliow prospective registrants to
sign a book for ﬁriority registration numbers. When the
board closed at 4230 P.M. on that date, 13 priority numbers
had been issued, all to Negroes° The next registration date
is set for February 15, 1965.

£7C_

HID

At approximately 2:30 P.M., February 8, 1965, 50
persons, including 47 Negroes and three whites, arrived at
the county courthouse, and were confronted by Mr. ATKINS at
the Office Of The Board Of Registrars, who informed them
individually that registration was not in progress, but each
could sign the priority registration book. Reverend JAMES
BEVEL was their leader. After ATKINS spoke to each individual,
the persons went outside of the courthouse and again joined
the group. Sheriff CLARK arrested BEVEL at 2:39 P.M., charglng
him with contempt of court. At 2:45 P.M., Sheriff CLARK read

5
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an order of Judge HARE to the other 49 persons, calling upon
them to sign the book or disperse. They refused to do 80,
and were placed under arrest by Sheriff CLARK on charge of
contempt of court.

These 50 persons were brought before Judge JAMES
A. HARE, found guilty on contempt of court charges, and were
sentenced on the same date to face 5 days in Jall and pay a |
$50.00 fine. 4

A group of 219 Negro students arrived in 12 groups
at the county courthouse between 3:39 P.M. and 3:58 P.M.
They held placards relating to voting and stood quietly by
the ourthouse until 4: 19 P.M., when they left for the

‘were held. on open charges,
These thre d to be the

1eaders of the N
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Special Agents of the Federal Bureau Of Investigation
observed a Negro mass meeting at Brown'’s Chapel AME Church on
the night of Pebruary 8, 1965 from 7:30 P.M. to 10:15 P.M.
Reverend L. L. ANDERSON was the principal speaker, and he
criticized the arrest of 50 Negroes, including Reverend BEVEL,
on that date. The attendance was between 500 and 600 Negroes,
mostly adults. At the same time of this meeting, approxi-
mately 250 to 300 Negro students met at the First Baptist
Church, which meeting broke up arocund 9:15 P.M. The meetings’
were covered by J. WILSON BAKER and plainclothes officers.

Two Sheriff’s Department cars and one state police car patroled
the area. No incidents were observed or reported in connection
with either of these meetings.

W— - |
arrested on at afternoon by the e ] ce ~ bao
leased on the same date without char ?

In connecticn with the 50 persons who were arrested
on February 8, 1965 by the Sheriff's Office for contempt of
court, it was observed that while en route to the courthouse,
they passed out throw-away copies of the following:

"We ars protesting the right to freely
register and vote.

"The order issued by Judge Thomas does not
deal with the problem of the Negro disenfranchis-
ment, which is the problem to which our demonstra-
tions have been and are addressed.

"If Negroes are required to sign a 1list, this
is mere racial discrimination on the grounds that
high percentage of white voters were registered
without haveing to sign it, so that in fact this
measure becomes a procedure for Negro reglstration
applicants.



REGISTRARS OF VOTERS,
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA,
- VOTING DISCRIMINATION

"Moreover, this procedure of 'signing up' is

another cumbersome unnecessary device for no pur-

gy pose other than keeping down demonstrations while
B A not dealing in good faith toward allowing all of

@bt

the peope to become registered voters. There is
no reason for such a procedure any more than there
is a reason why the registrars office should be
closed most of the time. This is another one of
many gimmicks such as vouchers, etc. to keep
Negroes disenfranchised. People of other states
register by signing their names.

"The movement will not be discontinued until
such time as we realize our objective of gaining
the right to freely register and vote. WE MUST
INSIST THAT:

"]1. The only requirements for voting be age
and residence. (Eliminate literacy tests, poli
taxes, vouchers, etc. because they were instituted
for the purpose of ke=ping Negrcez from the vote.)

"2, The registrars office to be open six days
a week. Weght registration and community registra-
tion should be started in order to serve working
people who cannot miss work.

"3, Sufficient numbers of deputy registrars
(some Negro) should be put on so that everyone who
comes to register can do so.

"4, Registration is a normal and important
function in society and should be readily available
to the citizen without burden of irregular practices
such as the office being open infrequently, complicated
numbering system, waiting periods before knowing
whether you are registered, etc. Any person should
be able to register without harassment, duress or
extreme inconvenience." .




REGISTRARS OF VOTERS,
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- VOTING DISCRIMINATION

On the morning of February 9, 1965, the Board Of
Registrars opened at 9:00 A.M. to allow anyone to sign
the book to obtain a number for priority when registration
opens again. It was stated the board would be open through
the lunch hour and until 4:30 P.M., when the board would close.
At 4:30 P.M., February 9, 1965, Numbers 14 through 34 had boc
been issued, all to white persons, Numbers 1 t - b
ing been issued the previous day tc Negroes. 70
advised on February 9, 1965 the total absente
schools in the Selma area is approximately 1200.

On February 9, 1965, a teleg®am addressed to the
Federal Bureau Of Investigation, Selma, Alabama, was re-
ceived from 33 individuals, whose address was listed as
5514 University, Chicago, Illinois, reading as follows:

"We the students of University Of Chicago urge
that federal intervention now essential be used
in Selma, Alabama to prevent further violence

» and 1llegal arrests such as occurred on 8th of
February."




REGISTRARS OF VOTERS,
DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA,
" VOTING DISCRIMINATION

At approximately 12:52 P.M., February 9, 1965, a
group of 73 Negrc students arrived at the county courthouse
and lined up on Lauderdale Street. Signs were displayed
concerning registration. Sheriff’s deputies and city police
in the area appeared to ignore them, and they left at
2:45 P.M., going to Brown's Chapel AME Church. At about
2:38 P.M., another group of Negro students left Brown's Ghapel
AME Church and jolned with the group, leaving the courthouse. ;,:
The two groups, totaling about 234, went back to the courthouse,
where they remained until shortly after 3:00 P.M. They did
not sing or otherwise demonstrate, but displayed handprinted
signs. At approximately 1:30 P.M., sheriff’s deputies arrested
three Negrc males for contributing to the delinque by |

nor and they took them Th

On the night of February 9, 1965, a Negro mass
meeting was observed being held at the Brown's Chapel AME
Chuﬁgh attended by about 500 ¥ 550 Negroes. The meeting

d from 7:30 P.M. until about 10:30 P.M., with FRED
HUTTLESWORTH being the main speaker. A Negro student ™
group of about 250 to 300 held a rally during the same time
at the First Baptist Church. Police officers, under J.
WILSON BAKER, covered both meetings, and no incidents were
observed or reported in connection with either meeting.

On the morning of February 10, 1965, the Board Of
Registrars opened at 9:00 A.M. No Negroes were waiting 1in
line to siﬁn the priority book. When the Board Of Registrars
closed at 4:30 P.M. on that date, Numbers 35 through 54 had
been issued, all but one of which were issued to white persons.

10
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The 9 persons arrested by the Sheriff'’s Office on
February 9, 1965 for contributing to the delinquency of
minors were relsased on $200.00 bond on

L'}C
7o

At 11352 A.M., February 10, 1965, a group of
Negro students marcning in small groups left Brown's Chapel
AME Crmurch for the courthouse, The last group arrived by
12:15 P.M., and spproxima%tely 173 were standing in front
of the courthouse., A% that time, the students held up signs
dealing with vober registration, The leader appeared to be
Reverend L. L. ANDERSON, Pastor of the Baptist Tabernacle
Church. AfYter abcut an hour, the group left the courthouse
and went bazk to the church. Sheriff CLARK and Director Of
Public Safety J. WILSON BAKER were on the scene, but no
arrests tock place, and no disturbances were observed.

A ., 2

At 2:14 P,M., Pebruary 10, 1965, a number of
Negro studants marched from Brown's Chapel AME Church to the
courthouse and 1lined up on both the Lauderdale Street and
the Alabama Avenue sides. They displayed small signs
urging voter registration. There were 90 in one group and
71 in the other group. At about 2:54 P.M., Sheriff CLARK
came out of the courthouse and told the students to "move
out". The students left the courthouse in single file, the
sheriff leading the group. They proceeded down Alabama
Avenue to River Road. CLARK marched at the head of the
group, until his car was brought to him. Sheriff's posse
members were on the flanks of the students and in the rear,
and, intermittently, they would urge the students to run.
After they had gone about 2.3 miles on the River Road, which
leads to the Fraternal Order Of Police Lodge, some of the
students broke out of line and ran toward a farm house, and
then all of the students broke and ran to the fields and the

11
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farm houses in the area., Sheriff CLARK had previously told
his deputiea to let anyone who was tired drop out of the
line. After the studerits dispersed, the sheriff and his

deputies returned tg ths courthcuse. At about 4:00 P.M., E‘?B
Sheriff CLARK told that he had arrested these

marchers for truancy and was taking them to the Fraternal
Order Of Police Lodge when they escaped. He did not know
any of their names or wha®t he intended tc do, riow that they
had escaped.

At approximately 4358 P.M., February 10, 1965, a
groupr of approximately 170 N»groes came to the county
courthcuse from Browr.’s Chapel AME Church. No signs were
displayed. T2 grcup stood along the Alabama Avenue side of
the courthouse unftil abo 5:16 P.M.,, when they began to
disperse. Sheriff CLA was observed to leave the courthouse
at about 5:00 P.M. :

February 2]9) et h2 was
who were on tne Rivecr Road mareh.
advised on February 1G, 1965 that 1
Negro males wer= tTcauﬂd by a doctor after their return from
the marzh,

ad?ised on %

{ the night cf February 10, 1965, Negro mass meetings
were helid At Brown's Chapel AME Church and First Baptist Church.
Approximgfely 500 to 575 adults were at the Brown's Chapel

AME Churth, and 40C to 450 youths were at the First Baptist

Church TIN LUTHER KING arrived at Brown's Chapel AME
Churc t about 8:10 P.M. A short time later, he and Reverend
AND YOUNG went to the First Baptist Church, spoke to the
youths] “and then returned to Brown's Chapel Church.

t zed the Federal

SILAS.HORMAN, SNCC Project Director, cr
Burealt Of Investigation for not protec the children in
the day's march. SCLC Worker RICHARD MOONE was critical of
Sheriff CLARK in connection with the march. KING spoke for
about 20 minutes concerning the necessity of changing laws
in relation to voter registration. The meeting broke up at
about 10:45 P.M. They had been covered by police officers

12
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under J. WILSON BAKER, Director Of Public Safety, and no

disturvances were observed or reported in connection
therewith.

on Februa*y 10, 196
arrested three Negr 4
of manr

5, the Sheriff“s Office

DO, OO bcnd

O Fenruary 10, 1965, in the visinity of Brown's
Chap=21 AME Cnurch, Syivan Street, Selma, Alabama, a blue
participatiocn f‘orm was observed being handed out to various
s-udents which reads as follows:

"PARTICIPATION FORM

"As the movement moves on it is necessary
to achiews greater organization to maintain
moticr., Commurication and transporvation are
the mos®* important. Problem: To have a good
movemert everyone must know what i1s happening.
Pevple from 213 over must be picked up in the
moreing to participate and returned home at night.
The movement must have the help of everyone in
every way they can help. Please print ---

"Name

"Address

"Phone Number Ward Number

"I will prove the following assistance. (Check
the way you can help)

"1. I can take care of children in my home o

~ "2, I can go to other homes and take care of children

"3, I can drive my car in the evening to take péople
}lome e
13
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s

"4y, I can let my car be used in the morning
evening o .

"5. I have nc car but can drive in the morning ,
evening 0

"6, I can drive my car in the morning to pick up
people .

.
R g

"7 I have a telephone and-would like to be used
on the telephone commlttee °

"8, T haies g telephone and would let someone else
uge i% irn the movement 0

"g, I will prepare and bring food .
"0, I will put up property for bonds .
"12., I wili canvass .

"SNCC DCVL

February 10, 1965,
advised that information had been
roup Oi Negroes, including P. L. LINDSEY,
Public Relations Officer, Selma University, met. A committee
was named and was preparing a telegram to President JOHNSON
requesting that federal troops be sent to Selma, Alabama.

He said the telegram would be sent on the night of February 10,
1965 or on the morning of February 11, 1965.

On. the nlght

On February 10, 1965, WILLIAM J. O'CONNOR, Clerk,
United States District Court, Mobile, Alabama advised that
Attorneys PETER HALL, NORMAN ¢. AMAKER, and CHARLES H. JONES,
JR, filed a petition for a writ of habeas corpus in case
entitled "CHARLES R. STALLWORTH; ET AL, PETITIONERS, Versus
JAMES G. CLARK, SHERIFF, DALLAS COUNTY, ALABAMA"; Civil
Action 3576-5. This petition was filed on February 5, 1965.
The petitioners were 26 of those arrested on February 1, 1965
and February 2, 1965 at Selma, Alabama, who were charged and

14
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convicted for contempt of court by the Dallas County Circuit
Court and sentenced to five days and payment of $50.00 fine.
The petitioners were ed as follows: )

/" CHARLES 'STALLWORTH/ "
JULIUS-JACKSON

Jm%ma
ALFONS ) IS
CHARLES J~WALK
THAPHILU GRAm-géﬁm
CHA “FAGER

ADELT RWOOD

JANICE McCARROLL
) WILLIAM/UKGIS%N

JAMES~RTICHARDS
F ARTIN
c >
- BEZELL-ROSS
b AND¥”SCRUGGS
: GENEVA—JONES
/ BERNICE-TILLY
JOHN L—~SMITH
JAME LES .
ARTHURSTEWART —
DRAYTEN M._xSTRUDIVAND
LINDSEY B SON

4 United States District Court, Mobile, Alabama,
denied this petition on PFebruary 9, 1965, in that it appeared
that there was no attempt to comply with the requirements of
Section 2250, Title 28, United States Code. This ruling was
appealed on February 9, 1965 to the 5th Circuit Court Of
Appeals. On the same date was filed an application for a
stay of the payment of the $50.00 fines, pending the appeal.
Judge THOMAS did not rule on this application.

15
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An article in the Pebruary 11, 1965 issued of
The Moblle Press, an afternoon dally newspaper published
at Mobile, Alabama, reported that the 5th Circuit Court Of
Appeals had turned down the request for release of these
26 persons, but sald a hearing 1s needed; and directed
Judge THOMAS to hold one.

Departmental Attorney BRIAN LANDSBERG, on scene at .
Selma, Alabama, on February 10, 1965, requested one of the v
six persons arrested by the Dallas County Sheriff's Office
on February 9, 1965 for "Contributing To Delinquency Of A
Minor" be interviewed. He requested that it be determined
from this interviewee if they were en route to Selma, Alabama
from Orrvilile, Alabama when arrested, and, if so, the purpose
of their march. It was also requested that the high school
from where the Orrville students marched be determined. —

B. APROX-
ll!l!!ll'illlllllllll' of
labama, was interviewe Bureau Agents.
“stated that on February 9, 1965 he was driving

a group oi Keith High School students to Selma; Alabama }y?C
in order that they could participate in the march planned

for February 9, 1965. Chief Deputy Sheriff L. C, CROCKER, b 70
of the Dallas County Sheriff! topped his car near

Orrville, Alabama and placed under arrest for
contributing to the delinquency of a minor. The other

students were told to the car and to return to
school at Orrville. advised that at the time
he was stopped he was 8 way to Brown's Chapel AME

Church, Selma, Alabama.

On February 10, 1965,

LANDSBERG was orally furnished the results of
this interview on February 10, 1965, and he stated that this
was the information he desired.

On the morning of February 11, 1965, Special Agents
of the Federal Bureau Of Investigation observed MARTIN LUTHER
KING leave Montgomery, Alabama by Eastern Airlines Flight
Number 322 at 8:00 A.M.

-
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A group of Negro students were observed to assemble
at Brown's Chapel AME Church at about 8:25 A.M. on February 11,
1965. They were observed to go in and out of the church
until about 1:00 P.M., when the meeting broke up without any
demonstrations.

On Fetruary 11, 1965, Provate Judge BERNARD H.
REYNOLDS, who handles Juvenile maftters, advised that hearings
for all perscns charged with contributing to the delinquency:
of minors were set for 2:30 P.M. on February 11, 1965, but
were postponed to 2:30 P.M. qn F wary 18, 1965, at the re-
WL quest of Negro Attorniey PETERXHALL. Circult Judge JAMES A.
[,/// HARE advized on Pebruary 11, 1965 that hearings for all
- persons no% previously handled on ccntempt of court charges
t for Peslruary 1€, 1965, but that Negro Attorney PETER
ad algo asked for a continuance in that matter. b7D
3

are se

Februa
Oh 00 persong arrasted gipveind -tha damcnatrations were still
n cyustody g hat ©smp

+AMES BEVEL ang O OThHEerS

emaln ir. one “ounty Jsil.

At 3:20 P.M. on February 11, 1965, a group of Negro
youths marched from Brown's Chapel AME Church to the court-
house, the total of this group being estimsted at 400. The
ﬁroup remained lined up in front of the courthouse until

:30 P.M., when they marched once around the block, knelt,
and sald prayers for a few minutes, and then dispersed,
beginning at 4:45 P.M.

The Selma Times Journal, a dally newspaper pub-
lished at Belma, Alabama, in its issue of Pebruary 11, 1965,
contained an editorial critical of the Dallas County
Sheriff's Office concerning the River Road march of Negro
teen-agers on February 10, 1965. The editorial indicated
that the Selma citizens have an important decision to make,
and that public opinion demands the end of these disorders
and also realistic solutions to their problems.

-

7
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The Dallas County Board Of Registrars remalined open
throughout the day until 4:30 P.M., and during the day Priority
Registration Numbers 55 through 73 had been issued to persons
who signed the Priority Book, all being whites except one.

No Negro mass meeting was scheduled for the night
of Fetruary 11, 1965,

" be

b1s

e night of Februa

Staff Member, who has been in the Dallas County
Jaill under sentence of five days and $50.00 fine on a contempt
of court conviction, had shortly before been remocved to the
Burwell Infirmary in Seima, Alabama, reportedly suffering from
a virus infection and possitly may have a s8light case of
pneumonia.

bac
both adviszed on tre night of February 11, 1965 that in- b7p

formation avallable to them indicated that BEVEL is being
guarded in the irnfirmary, and has leg shackles attached to
his ankles.

This document contains neither recommendations nor
conclusions of the FBI. 1t 1s the property of the FBI and
is loaned to your agency; 1t and its contents are not to be
distributed outside your agency.
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

Memorandum

Assistant Attorney General pATE: 2/16/65 *
CIVIL RIGHTS DIVISION g

FROM : Director, FBI

sugject: REGISTRARS OF VOTERS

DALLAS COUNTY, ALABARA,
VOTING DISCRIMINATION
CIV IL RIGHTS- ELECTION LAWS

Reference is made to my memorandum dated 2/15/48%
(your file ).

There is enclosed oﬂe copy of

KK ____lgn:mm_mmmnndnm_._ dated __ 2/12/65%
at Mobile

A. [ ] This covers the preliminary investigation and
no further action concerning a full investigation will be taken
by this Bureau unless the Department so directs.

B. [_] The investigation is continuing and you will
be furnished copies of reports as they are received.

C. [ ] The investigation requested by you has now
been completed. Unless advised to the contrary no further in-
quiries will be made by this Bureau,

D. [] Pursuant to instructions issued by the Depart-
ment, no investigation will be conducted in this matter unless
specifically directed by the Department,

E. [[] Piease advise whether you desire any further in-

vestigation,

F. This is submitted for your information and you
will be advised of further developments, \

@. [[) This is submitted for your information and no

. further investigation will be conducted unless specifically re-

quested by the Department.

H. This covers the receipt of a complaint and no

further action will be taken by this Bureau unless the Department E7C>

so directs. NOTE: This will confirm information furn l1v on a
. daily basis to Mr. Chad Quaintance, CRD, by SA
Enc. Copies also have been furnished to G-2 ONI 0 nterna

Security Division of the Dept. Also enclosed is a set of photographs
taken at Selma, Ala. between 1/18/65 and 2/5/65. P
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RE: BERNARD S. LEE V. CLARENCE M. KELLEY, ET AL,

(U.S.D.C, D.C.) CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76-1185

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC)
V. CLARENCE M. KELLY, ET AL (U.S. D C., D.C.)
CIVIL ACTION NUMBER 76 1186

Unrecorded serial dated 2)’5/ 65 pulled from this file

under court order of U.S. District Judge John Lewis
Smith, Jr., =nd sent to National Archives.



