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~ Wheress, it is _expressly gumntocd by the Con-
atitution of the United’ ‘States, that the citizens of one
Btate shall enjoy all the rights and prmlegel of cit
izéns of the several States; and -

Whereas, it is procisimed by Mauachmem, m,her
Bill of Rights, that all men are born free and equal;
and by Ter laws, she knows nothing of caste or com.
plexion among her people,—ea that an insult or out-
rage done to any one of her inhabitants, by any oth-
er State dr nation, is done to them all ; and ,

Whereas, by the’ existence of slavery in a large
portion of this céuntry, the rights and liberties of the
free colored citizens of Massachusetts, as well as ol
other States, are frequently violated, and always
placed in imminent peril ; and )

 Whereas, the States of South Carolina and Louisi-
ana have enacted laws, alike unconstitutional and
atrocious, which they rigidly enforce, subjecting all
colored seamen or travellers, who may come ifito
their ports, or be found on their soil, to imprisonment
as felons, and subsequently to be sold as slaves to the
highest bidder, in case their jail fees are not paid,
and they trangported in the vessels' from which they
were tyrannically taken ; and

hereas, those States have recently banished
from thieir limits ts, in an ignominious manner, the
Hon. Sumucl Hoar and the Hon. Heory Hubbard,
who were sent thither under the authority of the Leg.
islature and Executive of this Commonwealth, and
in obedience to the voice of the people, in order
to insure the protection of the colored citizens of
Massachusetts within their borders, as far as it might
Jogaily be done, and to test the coustitutionality of
the slave laws aforesaid, by an appeal to the Supreme
Court of the United States ; and

Whereas, since the expulsion of those official a-
gents, the Legislatures of South Carolina and Lou-
isiana have enacted laiws, making the residence on
their soil of any person, holding a similar commis-
sion, a high misdemeanor, to be punished with fine
and imprisonment ; and have avowed | their deter-
mination not.to regard any decision of he U. S. Su.
preme Court conflicting with themuun:]cxpal rcgulac
tions; but still at all hazards, as hitherto, to impris-
on, or, if necessary, enslave all free colored citizens
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of the non-slaveholding States “ho may be caught
within their limits; and ,

Whereas, this is virtually to abrogate the Consti-
tution of the United States, and to dcclarc war against
the North; therefore,

Resolved, Thacat a crisi so alarming, it behoove s
'the peaple of the North to let their voices be heard in
‘thunder tones against this most extraordinary and
despotic procedure—to present an unbroken front to
those perfidious and lawless States—to throw aside
all party variances and sectarian animosities, and de-
‘mand prompt and ample redress, a repeal of the op-
pressive laws alluded to, and a fulfilment & their
constitutional obligations, on the part o' South Caro-
lina and Louisiana.

Resolved, That this is a question which iva special
manner concerns the free colored citizens of the
North,—as they are the victims intended to be sacri-
ficed on the altar of Southern jehlousy and wrath,—
apd therefore they are called upon distinctively to
enter their protest against such an unwarrantable
perscecution, to devise all proper means for their per-
sonal security, to appeal to their white fellow-citizers
to stand by thew in this time of peril, and to memo-
rialize the Government for succor and redress.

Risvlved, That we, the colured citizeus of Boston,
assembled on this occasion, do most respectfully and
earnestly call upon the Legislature and Exccutive of
Massachusetts, in behalf of the colored citizens of the
'State, not to consent to our sacrifice because we hap-
pen to constitute a kmall portion of the population,
and are identified by complexion with such of our
'unfortunate countrymen as are held in chains and
slavery at the South ;—but to vindicate ‘the Consti-
tution of the Commonwealth,—her self-respect and
honor,—her frecdom, independence and sovereignty
\as a State,—the rights of all her people as equally
‘sacred ; to yield nothing to Southern dictation ; to
make no conipromise in this conflict with the fierce
demon of slavery; and tomaintain ¢ free trade and
sailors’ rights.’

Resolved, That these proceedings, signed by the
Chairman and Secretary of this meeting, be present-
ed to the Legislature now in session in this city, to-
gether with the following Memorial to that body :

To the Honorable the Senate and Housc of Representa-
tives of the Commonzweealth of Massachusetts :

The memorial of the undersigned, colored men, cit-
izons of Massachusetts, respectfully sheweth,

That, while trusting that the recent action of the
Senate, striking from the statute-book the last relic
of any distinction on account of color, will soon be-
come.law, they look with pride and satisfaction on
the Constitution and laws of the Commonwealth, and

Liberator, February 7, 1845
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wait patiently till a more tolerant and liberal state of|
public fecling shall secure to them the full enjoyment
of all therights which impartial laws have conferred i
they view alike with alarm and indignation the re-
cent enactments of Louisiana and South Carolina, in
relation to any persons who shall, cither living or
coming there, attempt to bring to judicial investiga-
tion the laws of those States, by which such colored
scamen as arc employed in the vessels of the State,
are subjected to fines, imprisonment, and disgraceful
restraints in southern ports. |

They entreat your Honorable bodics to remomber‘
that in all the burdens of the State, they share equal-)
ly with others; that in times of public-danger, their
exertions have been equally called for and freely of-
fered ; and that on every account they are entitled, as
uxéful and good citizens, to the protection of Govern-

ment in all the rights of citizenship.
They ask to have it remembeted, that the free ex-

ercise of those callings, against which these Soathern]
Jaws are poinfed, is necessary to many of them for!
procuring subsisience, and that the same pretences!
which, in defiance of the United States Constitution, |

forbid such employments to them, would result in the
same effects to any other class when fitting occasion
They do not either affirm or deny that .

may arise.
their exclusion from Southern ports is necessary for

the security of slave masters; but, séeing that such |
exclusion is plainly uncomtitution.:i, if any one of-

firme it to be nccessary for the existence of slavery,
then it follows that slavery and the Clonstitution can-
not exist together, and your memorialists will not per-
mit themselves to doubt which Massachusetts in such’
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case would prefer. Finally, your memorialists ask that
their case may not, on account of a distinction of
color, be separated from the general interests of the

whole mass of citizens, but that all may stand or fall
together—and therefore protesting against all this

kind of southern legislation, both in relation to them-

selves and Mesars. Hoar and Hubbard, as utterly

unconstitutional and void, they ask that, by applica-

tion to the President of the United States, or by such
other means as your wisdom shall suggest, this griev-. !
ous evil may be removed.

Resolved, That the position, which our esteemed
pioneer of Liberty, Wirriau Lrovd Garrison, took
in the Anti.Texas Convention in Faneuil Hall—his
calm and fearless expression of his .principles as tb
‘the course proper for the Commonwealth of Mass.
chusetts to taks, in ease Toxas is annexed--is, it out
‘opiniion;” the - oly positioh which « Ststs can ’hh,
which hdlds the laws of God panmonnt (otnyw
u:te& by man.
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