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TESTIMONY OF ROBERT F. WILLIAMS

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1970
U.S. SENATE,

SuncoMMITTEE To INVESTIGATE THE
ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNAL SECURITY ACT
' AND Oriier INTERNAL SECURITY Laws
oF THBE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, D.C.

The subcommitiee met, pursuant to call, at 2:20 p.m., in Room 2300,
New Senate Office Building, Senator Strom Thurmond presiding.

Also present: J. G. Sourwine, chief counsel; John R. Norpel, Jr.,
research director; and Alfonso L. Tarabochia, chief investigator. -

Senator Trursonp. The subcommittee will come to order.

Are you ready to proceed ?

Mr. SourwiNE. Yes, Mr. Chairman. Do you wish to swear the
witness ¢

Senator Trouraronp. If you will hold up your hand and be sworn.

The evidence you give in this hearing s}mll be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth so help you God.

Mr. WiLLians. Yes.

TESTIMONY OF ROBERT F. WILLIAMS, ACCOMPANIED Bf‘ROGER E.
CRAIG, ATTORNEY

Senator TrurmonD. Mr. Williams, would you give the reporter your
name and your address. , :
MM}I Wirriams. Robert Franklin Williams, 18640 Justine, Detroit,

ich.

Senator TaoUrMOND. I have just a few questions and then I will turn
the matter over to counsel.

Mr. Williams, could you tell us for the record when you returned
to the United States and under what circumstances ?

Mr. WirLiams, Well, I returned to the United States in September.
I think it was about the 10th, I think, near about that time, but I re-
turned to the United States from Africa, that I had been in Africa
at the time for about 3 or 4 months and before then I was in China,
People’s Republic of China, and I came back to the United States
because I was coming home. I have been gone since 1961, and I felt
that this was a good time for me to return. I thought that conditions
had changed to such an extent that I would come near now receiving
a_fair hearing and obtaining justice in this country, especially in
Michigan.

Senator THUrRMOND. And you returned in September. Do you re-
member the date? September 1969 ?

(1)

5



2

Mr. WiLLtams. Yes. September of 1969. But I think it was about
the 10th. It might not have been exact. May have been a day later.
The 10th or 11th when I arrived in Detroit.

(Editor’s Note—Subsequently, the subcommittee came into posses-
sion of a TWA report on the matter of Williams’ transportation,
together with certain news and editorial references to the incident,
which were ordered into the record and appear in the appendix to
this volume at p. 51.)

Senator TrurMonp. What countries did you visit while you were
away ? Where did you first go? Would you tell us the routine that you
followed ? The different countries you went to?

Mr. Wirniams. Well, I went to Canada first, and I had planned to
stay in Canada. I stayed in Canada with my wife for about 6 weeks,
and we were living a normal life until the Canadian press reported
that the U.S. Government had asked that I be apprehened and sent
back to the United States, but it happened that this was published in
the press before the Canadian authorities tried to take me into custody.
So then I decided that we have to leave Canada because it was not safe
there, and I went from Canada to Cuba, and I stayed in Cuba with my
family for 5 years; while I was in Cuba, I visited China, the People’s
Republic of China, twice from Cuba and I also visited Vietnam and
later in 1966 we moved to China to live.

Senator Trurmoxp. Now, you made your headquarters in Cuba,
more or less had your residence there, for how many years before you
moved to Red China? :

Mr. Wirniams. Five years.

Senator Taurmonp. And during the 5 years you visited Red China
and visited Vietnam and what other places?

Mr. Wicniams. Well, that is all that I visited from there. I visited
_China twice and Vietnam once.

\. Senator THourMonD. Then you moved to Red China permanently ?

Mr. WiLLranms. Yes.

Senator Trurmonp. How long did you live there?

Mr: WiLriams. I stayed there for about 3 years.

Senator THUrMoOND. From what period to what period ?

Mr. WiLLiams, From 1966 to 1969, but while I was there in China
I also visited Africa last year in 1968 and I stayed in Tanzania for
about 6 months, almost 6 months, 5 months and about a week.

Senator ThHurmonp. What was your purpose in returning to the
United States?\

Mr., Winniams, Well, my purpose was to return home because the
first thing, that this is my home and that I resented being forced away
from my home. I have geen away 8 1yezu‘s, over 8 years, and I have
resented every moment of it, and I only left the United States because
I was being unfairly charged. I was an official of the National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Colored People, and I have fought for
civil rights ana this incurred the wrath of officials in Monroe, my home-
town in North Carolina, and I had a lot of trouble with the law, the
police, and with the Ku Klux Xlan. So the idea was that T was forced
out of the country and forced to leave, and I felt at this time that
things had changed, that conditions had changed to the extent that I
coulgsexpect- a fairer hearing on my return, that I would also stand a
better chance here in the country.
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Senator Trurmonp. Now, did you visit any other countries besides
those you mentioned while you were away ?

Mr, Wintiams. No. Just to pass through other countries. I visited
the country near Tanzania—Zambia. I visited Zambia and I went
from Tanzania to Zambia on a motor vehicle and I took a trip across
the countryside for 10 days.

Senator TrurmoxD. Did your family accompany you on these trips?

Mr. Wirriams. No. No. I went with one Tanzanian and American
and we just went

Senator Trurmonp. Where was your wife then? Did you have any
children with you then or just your wife?

Mr. Wirniaxs. My children at that time were in China because that
was when I went on the trip, was during my first visit to Africa in
1968. You see, I have been to Tanzania twice and at that time my chil-
dren, boys, remained in China.

Senator TrHurMoNnD. Now, what is grour assessment of the current
situation within the United States now ¢

Mr. Wmriams. Well, I think it is very bad and there have been
some improvements that I have noticed as far as some advances for
us as a people, but also I notice that conditions are worsening as far
as relations between the two races. In fact, I have been shocked to find
that there is a great distance between us now, between the races in
some respects than before I left and find that in the schools, I find
among—when I go along to black students, that they are complaining
about the schools, and 1t appears that race relations are bad in the
schools. I know that they are bad in the factories and places of employ-
ment. Also I have heard soldiers, black soldiers, complaining, and in
the Armed Forces race relations I find are very bad, and I think unless
some consideration is given to this, serious consideration, I think that
there is a great potential for an explosion, for violent explosion in the
country between the races.

Senator Tuuormonp. Did you state specifically for what purposes
you went to those other countries other than leaving Canada because
our Government had asked that you be returned here?

Mr. WiLriams. That is why I went to Cuba, but I left Cuba because
I had some disagreement with the Cuban Government, and I left as a
result of this disagreement, and from there I went to China, but I left
China because I wanted to return to the United States. I returned to
the United States specifically because this was my home. The fact was
that I was not Chinese. While the Chinese treat:d me very well and
treated me as an honored guest, but I still was not Chinese, and the
fact is that I have relatives here in the United States, and I felt also
that having lived abroad I had gained certain experiences and insight
into a lot of problems, and I thought I would also be able to make a
contribution to my people, among my people, in America.

Senator THURMOND. ?Iow were you treated in Cuba ?

Mr. WitLiams. Well, as an individual T was treated very, very well
in Cuba, but my only problem was that—I had a disagreement with
the Cubans on the basis of the race issue primarily in America because
the Cubans maintained that the race issue in America is due to class
oppression, that is class struggle, rather than racial struggle, and the
Cubans maintained that—in fact, they insisted that the white workers
are being exploited in the United States and the white workers, the
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working class, is a natural ally of the black people and that eventually
the white workers will—the working class will unite with the black
people and that they will bring about the necessary changes to improve
conditions for all people including the black people. But having lived
in the United States and having experienced the fact that most of the
people who were sympathetic toward us were either intellectuals, upper
class or middloe class people, and the children, their children, but I did
not know many workers, in fact any farmers i the South when I lived
there who were sympathetic.

I know some intellectuals, but I differed with the Cubans on this
basis plus I am a black nationalist, and the Cubans said that they did
not support black nationalism because they had a black population
in Cuba and they did not want these ideas to catch on among their
people. So they said they could not support it. And I told them chat
my whole struglzgle, all of my resistance had been based upon the fact
that I was fighting against racial discrimination plus I told them
when I went into Radio Havana that it looked like Mississippi, and
they asked me what did I mean when I said it looked like Mississippi,
and I told them because all the faces in the station, all of the faces
were white, and that this looked like Mississippi to me. It was what
I would expect in Mississippi, and also in the foreign ministry I found
the same thing. So later they did bring some black Cubans into the
foreign ministry, but they got some people who were not qualified
which only brought about a state of frustration and made it look
worse.

But they were nice to me as far as giving me a home, giving me a
car, but the fact was they wanted to tell me what our struggle was
all about. They wanted to tell me how it must be solved. And so I was
the one who had had the experience, and I thought that I understood
this problem better than they did, and some of them ag ed.

But as a result of this, I had a lot of problems with the party, the
Communist Party in Cuba, and they said that T was anti-Communist
and that I was a reactionary. So in 1965, before I left Cuba, I tried to
come to the United States, but then the State Department would not
issue me the necessary travel documents. I applied at the Swiss Em-
bassy in Havana, and they kept sending for more information and
sending more forms for me to fill out. So I finally asked the Chinese
if T could have asylum in China. So I asked them for permission to
go there and the Chinese allowed me to go to China, and this is why
I went to China instead of coming here. I also asked the Canadian
Government to allow me to come to Canada to give me political
asylum, and they said I had to land there first and then apply as a
landed immigrant, but I did not have the facilities to go there, so
I went to China.

Senator TaurmoNp. Under what passport did you travel to China,
I mean to Cuba and then to Red China and other countries?

Mr. Wirntams. Well, I actuilly did not have a passport at all when
I went to Cuba because at that time it was not required for an American
to have a passport to go to Cuba. But when I first visited China, I had
a travel document that was issued by the Cuban Government. It was
a special alien’s document and also when I left China for Tanzania
I had a Chinese alien document which I had to have before I could
leave the country because I have never had an American passport until
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I went to the American Embassy in Tanzania last year, in 1968. And
then it was only a travel document to return home.

Senator Tuuramoxp. Did you get visas to any of those countries
before you entered them?

Mr. Wirniams. Oh, yes, yes. Visas to China, to Vietnam, and to
Tanzania I got before I went there.

Senator TiroraonNp. Those were the only countries you went to?

Mr, Winuiams, Well, I went to Zambia,

Senator Tituramoxp. Did you have a visa there?

Mr, WiLLiams. No. I got it at the border.

Senator TrurMonp. Did you go to any other countries?

Mr. Winriams. No. Not to visit. Just passing through countries.
Of course I stayed in England for a week, but that was in jail.

Senator TrurMonp. What other countries did you pass through
bestdes those you mentioned ?

Mr. Winniams. Well, I passed through Ethiopia, Kenya, Egypt,
through Italy, Switzerland, and Britain.

Senator Tirurmonp. How long did you stay in those countries?

Mr. WinLtams. I just passed through there with the exception of
Britain. In London I spent a week in prison there.

Senator TirurMonp. Why were you in prison there?

Mr. Winotams., Well, because T had been told in Dar es Salaam
when I applied for a visa that I did not need a visa to pass through
London because T was an intransit passenger. So when T arrived in
London at the airport, I was pulled out of the line with the other
passengers and then two men came up and said tl.ey were from the
CID, Criminial Investigation Division, and said they wanted to talk
to me. So they took me in a room and then they said that they would
have to search me, and I asked them why did they have to search me,
and they said because my FBI—I do not know why they called it
my FBI—but they said, “Your FBI has informed us that you are
carrying arms and ammunition into the United States.” I asked them
do they think I had arms and ammunition in a suitcase. But anyway,
after they Lad kept me there for about 3 or 4 hours going through
my things, they finally said they did not have any place for me to
stay at the airport, and I would have to go to Pentonville unti! my
plane left for Detroit the following morning. I did not know where
Pentonville was, so I agreed to go there with them, and when I got
there I discovered it was a prison. They said it was just a matter of
staying overnight.

The next morning when I was supposed to have left, they said that
TWA, the company that I had the ticket on, on their line, that TWA
had refused to take me, and I was in Britain without any legal docu-
ments and a visa or anything. And I was stuck. They said I would
have to stay in prison because TWA had also asked other airlines
not to fly me to America. And they had—they said that they would
take me back to Cairo, and I told them that I did not want to go to
Cairo, that I was on my way to Detroit, and they said no airline would
take me,.

So this went on for a week and finally I also asked them—they
had taken my travel document at the customs, my American traveling
document, then they said I did not have any papers at all. They said
that I did not even have American papers. Well, what they did not
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know was that I had a travel document that I had left China on, so
I told them—1I asked them if they would contact the Chinese consul-
ate in London and so they said, well, they could not do that. They
would have to contact the Americans, So finally after a lot of protests
started in Britain and some of the members of Parliament was op-
posed to what happened, I was finally released from the prison in
London, and they said they did not have any charges, there were no
charges, but they had been—they had had the I'BI to report to them
and the FBI had reported that I had—that I definitely had arms and
ammunition.

Senator Tiuraoxp. Did you?

Mr. WirLniams. No, no.

Senator Tirurmonp. Now, while you were away, did you get any
money from the United States or any persons in the United States?

Mr. WirLianms. Well, sometimes I used to get money from the United
States because I had a newsletter, and sometimes people would just
iﬁ)ut money in letters and they would send it to me from different places,

rom the United States and also from all over the world, because I
had a newsletter when I lived in North Carolina and this is where it
had been started. Some of the people who had been supporting it
\\glen 1I was in the United States continued to support it when I was
abroad.

Senator THUrMoND. You do not know who that money was from?

Mr. WiLLiams. Well, it was just—sometimes it would be a dollar,
sometimes it would be $10, and sometimes as much as $100, but I do
not know exactly because there were a lot of people I did not even
know, and they were subscribing to the newsletter and they supported
it.

Senator TrurMoxp. How did they send this money, in American
dollars or just paper bills or what form was it?

Mr. WiLLiams. Sometimes they sent just American dollars. They
would fold it up in the letters and send it. And a few times some people
sent checks, money orders that they sent to me.

Senator Truraonp. Was this your chief source of income while you
were in China and Cuba ?

Mr. WirrLiams. No. No. When I was in Cuba I was there as a refugee
in Cuba, and I had a status as political asylum which meant that the
government was responsible for my upkeep the same as when refugees
come here to this country from Cuba or Hungary or wherever they
come from. The Cuban Government kept me up, maintained me and
gave me an allowance.

Senator TuurmonD. Did they furnish you clothes as well as food
and lodging ?

Mr. Wiriams. No. They furnished me the lodging and money but
as far as the clothes, I had to buy the clothes but T had a special place
to get the clothes where the diplomats bought their things, the stores.

enator TrourMoND. Did you buy them cheaper there ?

Mr. Wirriams. Well, it was about the same, but there was—in there
there was no rationing.

Senator THurMoND. No rationing. They had rations in other places?

Mr. Wicniams. Yes, with the exception of the diplomatic stores
because this was for the diplomats.
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Senator Tiurmoxnp. So the rationing did not apply to you while
you were there?

Mr. Wirriams. Well, in some things it did, but usually in the diplo-
matic store they did not bother with it. If I had to go out to get
things, the rationing applied to me.

Senator Trorymonp. What work did you do there and what pay
did you receive for it ?

Mr, Witriams. Well, actually I did not work there. I continued to
write my newsletter that I had started in this country, and I went
there as a refugee. Even in Cuba when I broadcast on the radio, I
was not working for the Cuban Government. I never worked for the
Cuban Government, and I was not on any payroll. But my family was
%ranted political asylum by Fidel Castro, and the Cuban Government

ecame responsible for our welfare, for the scholarships for my chil-
dren and for our medical attention, also for an allowance to spend.

Senator Tuuryonp. How much allowance were you given?

Mr. Wirrranms, Well, in the beginning I was given—after I was
there for a year I was given 300 pesos a month. Later, the year before
I left, before I left, I was given 400 pesos.

Senator TrourMOND. And what was a peso worth ¢

Mr. WiLniams. Equivalent to a dollar, supposed to be.

Senator T1riurMonD. You were given that much for no service?

Mr. Wirriams. Noservice. Alsoa house.

Senator TrHurMoND. You were given a house?

Mr. WiLriams. Ihad ahouse that was free, yes, and a car.

Senator TrurMoND. You were given food ?

Mr. Wirniams. No.Ihad to buy the food.

Senator TrurMonp. You were given a house to live in and 300 or
400 pesos a month ?

Mr. WiLLiams, Yes,and a car.

Senator THUrRMOND. You had to buy your food ?

Mr. WiLriams. Yes.

Senator TrHurmonp. How about your automobile?

Mr. Wirriams. It was free. It belonged to the Cuban Government.

Senator Trrormonp. What about the gasand 0il?

Mr. WirLiams. It was free.

Senator THURMOND. Your maintenance of the car?

Mr. WirLiays. It was free.

Senator TrrurymoNp. So all you had to do was to buy your food?

Mr. WiLLiams. Yes. Food and clothing.

Senator THurMoND. And what service did you have to render to
the Government for what they gave you?

Mr. Wirrians. I did not have to render any because I was in as a
refugee. They took me into the country as a refugee and by special
orders of Fidel Castro they gave me refugee status, gave me political
asylum as a refugee from the United States.

Senator TrurMonp. Well, did you know Castro? Had you ever met
him before you went there ?

Mr. WiLianms. Yes.

Senator Trorymonp. Where had you met him ¢

Mr. WiLLiams. Well, I had visited Cuba in 1960. In 1960 a group of
Afro-American newspapermen were invited to Cuba, and I was among
the group, and when I went into Cuba, I met Fidel Castro and other

45-159—71—pt. 1——2
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Cubans, and in fact some of the Cuban officials suggested that I could
stay there then, and I told them that, no, I had to go back ® e, that 1
did not want to stay in Cuba. But that was in 1960, and I knew him.

When I went in 1961, this is why he personally had them to give me
political asylum.

Scnator Tniurmonp, Well, did you get your lodging, the use of an
automobile with fuel and maintenance and your compensation or al-
lowance each month by direct orders of Castro?

Mr. WiLrLians. Yes.

Senator Tirursmoxp. How do you know it was on his direet orders?

Mr., Wirniays, Well, I know it was because——

Senator Triuryoxp. Did you see him when you first got there?

Mr. Wicnianms. I did not see him when I first got there, but 1 saw
some of his assistants and later I saw him, and he asked a woman who
was responsible for taking care of my affairs—he came up to her and
told her that he did not want me to have any problem in guba, and he
asked me if I was being treated all right.

Senator Tuurmoxnp. Did you see Castro at intervals?

Mr. Winrtams. Yes—well, T used to meet him at banquets, state
banquets, and on National Day, and sometimes I would meet him
around sometimes in a restaurant. If he passed me some place in his
car along the street, he would usually stop to talk to me.

Senator Triurmoxp. Well, did you go to his place, his office or his
home, to confer with him?

My, WirLiams. No. Actually

Senator TruryonDp. Or did he come to your home or some mutual
meeting place?

Mr. WiLnianms. No. Usually I would meet him, say, if they had a state
banquet or some place, some official gathering, and sometimes I would
see him in a restaurant where he used to go, but he did not really have
an oftice. It was very diflicult to find him because he had got no specific
office.

Senator Tiruraonp. He has no headquarters?

Mr. WirLiams. No. He has got headquarters for the party and for
the Army and other things, but he has got nobody—nobody knows
exactly where he stays because he has got maybe 15 or 20 houses, and
they know which one he is in that night. This 1s for his own security.

Senator Triurmoxp. Now, did you maintain contact with persons in
the United States after you left this country?

Mr. Wirniays. Well, some, yes. I wrote to people and also by tele-
phone.

Senator Trruratoxn. Who paid your telephone bill ?

Mr. Winrianms. Well, they had to pay it on this side, you see, to make
a call from Cuba because of the fact they had had some dispute or some-
thing about paying in dollars, they said the Cubans owed the telephone
company money, so a person can call out of Cuba, and if the person
in America will accept the telephone call, then it can be placed.

Senator Trnurmonp. But you did not pay it down there, and the
Cuban Government did not pay it?

Mr. WirLLrams. Oh, no, no. Sometimes it would come out on a bill for
a charge, a service charge. I think it was about 50 cents for a call to the
United States that the Cuban Government got, but it was not really
for the call. It was a service, some type of international service charge.
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Senator Truryoxn. What was your purpose in maintaining con-
tacts with people back here? )

Mr. WiLrnianms. Well, the first thing was I had relatives here. I had
friends and some of the calls that I placed were to newspapers and cor-
respondents who kept in touch with me and called. Also for people in
the family and other friends, people also who were active in the civil
rights movement in this country. . '

Senator Triuraoxp. Well, what was your purpose in broadecasting
programs beamed to the United States? .

Mr. WirLiams. Well, my purpose was to throw some light on the
problems of our people in the States, also to try to inspire our people
and to inspire them to resist oppression and injustice. Also it was
somewhat of a link and it was entertainment because I also played
music. And it was to me my own personal propaganda machine. It
was also good for propaganda for nationalist propaganda, because I
was interested in spreading the idea of nationalism.

Senator Tiruraonp. What did you hope to accomplish through the
issues of “The Militant” and other pamphlets which were distributed
in the United States?

Mr. WiLniams. You mean my crusader newsletter, called “The
Crusader,” that was distributed here? Well, I expected the same thirg,
because the idea was to create a link and also to reach our people, L0
inspire our people to unite, to also inspire them to resist injustice, and
to work to bring about change.

Senator TrurmonDp. Were you advocating or did you suggest that
they initiate a revolution ¢ _ )

Mr. Wirrianms. No. I advocated that they resist violence, racist
violence and racist oppression, that they resist it with violence, but
some people thought tEl)mt I had advocated revolution, but the fact
was that they did not read the pamphlets very well because I had al-
ways stipulated that I was for the support of the U.S. Constitution,
that you would see if you read these all the way through from the
very beginning that my complaint was because the Constitution was
not, being extended to us and that we should fight for the enforcement
of the Constitution of the United States. And I lso stated that what
would happen, what could possibly happen in America, if these
changes for justice and these changes for righteousness did not come
about. And some people construed this as meaning that T was advocat-
ing these policies, but careful serutiny of these publications will prove
that I was saying that this is the way that this thing would develop
and there was going to be great violence in this country on the justice—
unless justice was granted. T even went on to describe how this could
come about. _

Senator Tnurmonp. How did your pamphlets enter the United
States? How did you transmit them back here?

Mr. Winniams. Well, the first one came through Canada. They were
mailed from Cuba to Canada and then to the United States.

Senator TrrorMonn. Well, how did the rest of them come?

Mr. Winriams. Well, the other ones came from China directly to
the United States, through the mail, through the post office.

Senator TriorMonp. Through the mail?

Mr. Winriams. Yes.
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Senator Trurmonp. Were there any other channels that you used
to transmit your pamphlets or material back to the United States?

Mr. WiLriams. No. The only thing was that sometimes when peo-
ple came to Cuba, somebody that I saw, sometimes they would bring
some, but I already had access to the post office. It was not necessary to
send them in a clandestine way.

Senator THurMoND. Who paid for postage or cost of transmitting ?

Mr. WiLniams. Well, actually I paid out of my allowance for them
to be brought in from—at least paid to Canada.

Senator THUrRMOND. Were you given a special allowance by Cuba or
China for that purpose ?

Mr. WirLrams. No. But I was given a special allowance for myself
and my family and also in China I did not pay for the postage. In
Cuba I had to put them through some type of a meter.

Senator THurMOND. So the Governments of Cuba or China or the
Communist Parties in those countries did not provide the means or
the expense of getting your pamphlets back here?

Mr. Wirrrams. Well, they supported me and they supported me
financially, and from the support that I got myself, I was able to
send them back.

Senator TrurMonp. They gave you enough allowance to support
you and your family and take care of this in addition?

Mr. WiLLtams. Yes. But however in China I did not pay to send
them. In China I just would send them without—through the mail.
In fact, I had them sent to the post office. In China I did not even
bother to take them to the post office. People picked them up. Work-
ers picked them up for me and sent them.

Senator TrHurMoNnD. Now, were you associated with any political
or radical movement or organizations in the United States l})’e ore you
went to Cuba, before you left this country, or since your return have
you been so associated ?

Mr. Wirnrams. Well, when I left I was president of the Union
County Branch of the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People.

Scenator TrHurMoND. The what?

Mr. WiLLiams. NAACP.

And while I was abroad, when I was in Cuba, I was asked to be-
come the chairman of the Revolutionary Action Movement, and so I
volunteered, at least volunteered to let them use my name in that.

When I was in China I was asked to become the chairman of the
Ifepub]ic of New Africa, and I agreed to let them use my name in
that.

Senator TaHurmonp. Have you advocated the overthrow of the U.S.
Government?

Mr. Wirniams. No. Not as far as advocating it. I have said that
it will be overthrown unless the Constitution is honored in this coun-
try and constitutional rights extended to our people, and there is a
possibility.

Senator Tiruraonp. You have not written articles along that line?
You have not encouraged any individuals along that line ?

Mr. WiLriams, Well, they might have been encouraged, but I would
not say they have. Maybe they %ave been encouraged and maybe they
have not been encouraged, because the fact is that many people see
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things from different views because I meet people every day and
they read things into what I say that I have got a completely dif-
ferent view, a different thought about it. They will have another
thought. One person will think one thing and another one will think
something else. So I would not say that nobody has been inspired by
that, but it was not the—the purpose was not that, The main purpose
was to try to bring about some change under this Government. The
urpose was also to—I had hoped to shock a lot of whites into see-
ing what the future would look like, that if they would see this pos-
sibility and this potential for destruction, that they would be more
willing to change and to effect change. But this is what I had hopes
because also if you check the contents of these publications, you will
find that they always ended by saying that this would happen if we
did not obtamn justice, that this would happen in this country, and
I had hoped that the whites would understand this. The new senti-
ment bui&din up among our people. Also the frustration of our
people, and lghoped to reflect this in a way that whites could un-
derstand this and that they would be willing to change.

Senator Tnuraonp. Have you joined the Communist Party at any
time in your life?

Mr., Wirniams. No. No. I have never.

Senator TrrurMonp. Do you consider yourself a Communist ?

Mr. Wirrtams. Oh, no. No. I consider myself a black nationalist.

Scnator THuryMonp. Do you believe in the policies of the Com-
munists ?

Mr. Wirrrayms. No. Not—T believe in some of the policies, but I do
not believe in all of the policies of the Communists because they have
some things that I think are favorable and they have some things that
are not favorable.

Senator Trroraonnp. Did you work with the Communists in Cuba
or in Red China to conspire against the United States?

Mr. WirLiaas. Well, not that I know of, because I was having
trouble out of the Communists. When I was in Cuba I was probably
having more trouble out of the Communists than the United States
was having.

Senator THURMOND. You are not sympathetic to the Communists?

My, WiLLians, ‘Well, not as a Communist, but I am most certainly
sympathetic to the—not as Communists but I am most sympathetic
toward the Chinese people because they are very hard-working people,
and they worlked very hard.

Senator Truryoxp. You have not taken steps of any kind that you
feel are against the Government of the United States?

Mr, WirLtams. Well, I may have taken steps against the U.S. Gov-
ernment because some things about the U.S. Government I do not like
either, and that is like things pertaining to racial discrimination and
the attitude of not giving our people equality. I do not necessarily
mean social equality but an opportunity to survive and equal protec-
tion of the law. I am opposed to the fact that we do not get equal pro-
tection under the law. And I have fought against this even in the
NAACP. NAACP is against this, and it is a matter of principle and
conscience to me. But it has really got nothing to do with communism.
It is not that I am trying to bring about a Communist state, but I
would like to see a democratic state in America and most of all I would
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like to see our Constitution enforced and I would like for the Con-
stitution to apply to me as well as any other American.

Senator Tirurmonp. Did you or did you not work with the Govern-
ment of Cuba or individuals in Cuba, the Government of China or
individuals in China, to help bring about a revolution here to over-
throw this Government ?

Mr. WirLiamMs. No. No. Because the Cuban Government feels that
any revolution that comes to America will be a revolution—a class
revolution on the basis of black workers and poor white workers col-
laborating to overthrow the Government. This is diametrically opposed
to what I believed in. So we did not have any basis to work together
to foster any revolution in this country.

Also that the Chinese also feel that it is a class struggle. This is
the Marxist-Leninist theory. So the Chinese were always saying that
it would be the working class, black and white working class in_the
United States, but the Chinese did not see any particular need in
pushing a revolution in the United States because China is a very big
country and is growing fast and becoming industrialized, and they
have got their hands full in Asia. So they are not too concerned with
fostering any revolution here. But they do say that the American peo-
ple, once they wake up, the black people and the white working class
and the white farmers here, that they will rise up and overthrow the
Government and create a socialist society, and they actually believe
this. But they are not really doing anything to bring this about.

Senator Trurmonp. Did you take any steps to inspire or foster a
black revolution in this country while you were within the country
or without the country?

Mr. Wirniams. No. Not to inspire black revolution, but I did do
everything I could to inspire black men to defend their homes, their
women and children when there is a breakdown of law, and I always
specified in everything I wrote and everything I said that this was the
last resort wien the law fails to protect our people, when the law fails
to protect our women and children, and I hoped to inspire black men
to defend themselves, their families, and to defend their communities
afigainst aggression, and this is what T advocated. But not as far as a
black revolution to overthrow the Government.

Senator Tuuryoxp. Did you atfempt to enlist the aid of the Gov-
ernment of Cuba or the people of Cuba or the Government of Red
China or the people of Red China to help bring about a black revolu-
tion in this country ?

Mr. Witriams. No. But I did solicit their support and sympathy
for the black people in America. In fact, I was the one who made the
appeal to Mao Tse-tung to make a statement in support of the black
people in America, and I appealed to them on many occasions, not
only them but also other leaders in the world like Sukarno, Nkrumabh,
U Thant, Prince Sihanouk, and others, but not just Communists but
I appealed to others all over the world to speak out against racial
oppression and injustice.

Not only that, but I also appealed to people in this country. In fact,
T even appealed to Senator Dodd on one occasion when T was in Cuba,
I have a letter that I received from him. But it was not just an appeal
to Comnwnists. It was an appeal to all people that I solicited their
aid k}))ec(iatuse I see this racial injustice as a grave evil, and I know that
it is bad.
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You see, I have lived as a black man, and as a black man I know
how hurtful this is, and I know that it is becoming intolerable, and
unless somebody settles this peacefully, it is bound to lead to violent
conflict.

Senator Tnurymonp. Now, counsel has some questions that he will
wish to ask you.

If you wish to proceed ?

Mr. SourwiNE. Thank you, Mr. Chairman,

If it please the chairman, may the record show that the witness
is accompanied by counsel, and I will ask his counsel to identify
hiniself for the record.

Mr. Crarc. Attorney Roger E. Craig, from Michigan.

Mr. SourwinNe. You are a State senator of Michigan, are you not,
sir?

Mr. Crate. Yes, I am.

Mr. SourwiNE. And what is your office address?

Mr. Crara. 3305 Cadillac Tower, Detroit, Mich., Woodward 10737.

Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Williams, you are here under subpena from
the committee, is that correct ?

Mr. Wirrias. Yes.

Mr. SourwiNe. There were several different subpenas served upon
you and your appearance was several times postponed at the request
of you or your counsel ?

Mr. WiLLiams. Yes.

Mr. Sourwixe. For your convenience ?

Mr. Wirriams. Yes.

Mr. Sourwing. Mr. Chairman, T will not read it at this time, but
I will ask that the record may include at this time the succession of
subpenas and the correspondence with the witness’ counsel, at that
time, Mr. Bernard Fieger.

Senator T1ruryoxp. You have no objection ?

Mr. Crare. No objection.

Senator TrurMoND. Without objection, so ordered.

(The documents marked “Exhibit 5” follow:)

Exmisit No. 5
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES

To Robert Williams (scheduled to arrive in Detroit on September 12th on a
TWA flight originating in England), Greeting :

Pursuant to lawful authority, you are hereby commanded to appear before the
Subcommittee on Internal Security of the full Committee on the Judiciary of
the Senate of the United States, on September 30, 1969, at 10:30 o’clock a.m.,
at their committee room 2226, New Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C,,
then and there to testify what you may know relative to the subject matters
under consideration by said committee, and bring with you any and all wire or
tape recordings, photographs, photographic or motion picture film, correspond-
ence or copies thereof, notebooks, diaries, address books or lists, telephone books
or lists, membership rosters or lists, or any other documents or papers now in
vour custody or under your control, the property of Robert Williams, or Mabel
Williams, having to do with the following subjects or any of them :

1. Plans for revolutionary activity against the Government of the United States
either in furtherance of a so-called “Republic or New Africa” or in any other
connection ;

2. The so-called “Republic of New Africa” or “New African Republic” and any
officers, representatives, or agents thereof;
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3. Financing of a proposed negro republic within the present boundaries of
the United States of America;

4, The activities of the revolutionary organization known as RAM or any
member or members thereof as such.

Hereof fail not, as you will answer your default under the pains and penalties
in such cases made and provided.

To Alfonso Tarabochia to deliver to U.S. Marshal, Detroit, Mich., to serve and
return,

Given under my hand, by order of the committee, this 11th day of September,
in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and sixty-nine.

JAMES O. EASTLAND,
Chairman, Commitice on the Judiciary.

Sept. 12, 1969.

I made service of the within subpoena by personally handing the original of
this subpoena to the within-named Robert Williams at Room 92+—1'ederal Build-
ing, Detroit, Michigan, at 12:50 o’clock P.M. on the 12 day of September, 1969.

ORvILLE H. TROTTER,
U.S. Marshal,

RETURN ON SERVICE OF WRIT

United States of America,
Eastern District of Michigan ss:

I hereby certify and return that I served the annexed Subpoena—Judiciary &
Subcommittee on Internal Security on the therein-named Robert Williams by
handing to and leaving a true and correct copy thereof with Bernard Fieger,
Attorney and authorized to accept for Robert Williams personally at 3305 Cadil-
lac Tower Bldg., at Detroit, Michigan, in the said District at 8:30 p.m., on the
14th day of November, 1969.

OrvILLE H. TROTTER,
United States Marshal.
By Frep H. PARAMORE,
Deputy.
Marshal's fees_______________
Mileage_ .. _____.__

UNITED STATIES OF AMERICA
CONGRESS OF THFE UNITED STATES

To Robert Williams, 18640 Justine, Detroit, Michigan, Greeting:

Pursuant to lawful authority, you are hereby commanded to appear before the
Subcommittee on Jnternal Security of the Committee on the Judiciary of the
Senate of the United States, on Friday, December 19, 1969, at 10:30 o’clock a.m.,
at their committee room 2226, New Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C., then
and there to testify what you may know relative to the subject matters under
consideration by said committee, pursuant to S. Res. 366 approved by the 81st
Congress-2d, as amended and extended, and 8. Res. 46 agrecd to February 17,
1969, and bring with you any and all wire or tape recordings, photographs,
photographic or motion picture film, correspondence or copies thereof, notebooks,
diaries, address books or lists, telephone books or lists, membership rosters or
lists, or any other documents or papers now in your custody or under your control,
the property of Robert Williams or Mabel Williams, having to do with the
following subjects or any of them:

1. Plans for revolutionary activity against the Government of the United
States either in furtherance of a so-called “Republic of New Africa” or in any
other connection ;

2. The so-called “Republic of New Africa” or “New African Republic” and any
officers, representatives, or agents thereof ;

3. Financing of a proposed Negro republic within the present boundaries of
the United States of America;

4, The activities of the revolutionary organization known as RAM or any
member or members thereof as such.
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Hereof fail not, as you will answer your default under the pains and penaltics

in such cases made and provided.
To A. L. Tarabochia to deliver to U.S. Marshal, Detroit, Michigan to serve

and return.
Given under my hand, by order of the committee, this 12th day of November,
in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and sixty-nine.
JaAMES O. EastraNnD, U.S.S.,
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary
and the Subcommittee on Internal Security.

RETURN ON SERVICE OF WRIT
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Eastern District of Michigan, ss:

I hereby certify and return that I served the annexed Subpoena-Judiciary &
Subcommittee on Internal Security on the therein-named Robert Williams by
handing to and leaving a true and correct copy thercof with Bernard Fieger,
Attorney and authorized to accept for Robert Willinmms personally at 3305
Cadillac Tower Bldg.,, at Detroit, Michigan in the said District at 3:30 p.m., on

the 14th day of November, 1969.
OrvirLLE H. TROTTER,

United States Marshal.
By FrRen . PARAMORE,
Deputy.

Marshal'sfees_ oo _.
Mileage

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
(C'ONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES

To: Robert Franklin Williams, 18640 Justine Street, Detroit Mich., greeting:

Pursuant to lawful authority, you are hereby commanded to appear before
the Subcommittee on Internal Security of the Committee on the Judiclary of
the Senate of the United States, on January 13, 1970, at 10:30 o'clock a.un.,
at their committee room 2226 New Senate Office Building, Washington. D.C,,
then and there to testify what you may know relative to the subject matters
under consideration by said committee, pursuant to S, Res. 366 approved by
the 81st Congress-2d, as amended and extended, and 8. Res. 46 agreed to IFeb-

ruary 17, 1989,
Hereof fail not, as you will answer your default under the pains and penalties

in such cases made and provided.
MO e to serve and return.
Given under my hand, by order of the committee, this Oth day of December,

in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and sixty-nine.
JAMES O. BASTLAND,

U.8. Senator, Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary
and the Subcommittee on Internal Security.

SEPTEMRER 26, 1969.

CoNrAD J. LYNN, Esquire,
New York, N.Y.

DeAr MR, LYNN: Responsive to your request, made to our Chief Counsel, I
enclose a photocopy of the returned subpoena issued by the Subcommittee to
yvour client Robert F. Williams, calling for his appearance before the Sub-
committee in Washington, D. C,, on September 30.

This hearing has been postponed until at least November 18, 1989. Please
consider this letter as formal notice of the postponement. If you find it necessary
to ask a further postponement in order to comptete the criminal proceedings in
which Mr, Williams is now involved in Michigan, the Subcommittee will be
disposed to grant your request.

Since you indicated to Counsel during your telephone conversation yesterday
morning, that (1) in the event of a posiponement of the hearing you would

45-159—71—pt. 1—3
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like to see this evidenced by a new subpoera, and (2) such a subpcoena should
be sent to you in view of the fact that Mr. Williams is going to be in New York
over the coming weekend, there is enclosed a subpoena in duplicate calling for
Mr. Williams’ appearance before the Internal Security Subcommittee on Novem-
ber 18, 1969, at 10:80 a.m. One copy of this subpoena is for Mr., Williams,
the other for your files.

In favorable response to your request for return of notebooks, documents, and
other papers, the property of Mr. Williams, obtained by the Committee under
subpoena, I can tell you that all of this material will be returned to Mr. Williams,
or to any person duly authorized by him to receive it, at the offices of the Sub-
committee during business hours on Tuesday, September 30, or any weekday
thereafter.

Sincerely
’ ’ TaHOMAS J. Dobp,

Vice Ohairman, Internal Security Subcommitten

New York, N.Y., September 26, 1969.

J. G. SoUurRwWINE, Esq.,
U.S. Senate,

Subcommitiee on Internal Security,

Necw Senate Ofice Building, Washington, D.C.

DeEAR MR. SOURWINE: After speaking to you on the telephone, I called Mr.
Williams in Detroit. He was extremely agitated because he is very concerned
that the hearing take place as scheduled since he is under a cloud and subject
to continuing suspicion because of your Committee’s subpoena.

He insists that the original date of September 30th be adhered to and he will
appear on time on September 30th for that purpose. He will expect to receive all
the papers and other effects seized at that time also.

Sincerely,
ConNRAD J. LYNN, Attorney.

New York, N.Y., November 7, 1969.
J. G. SourwinNEg, Esq.,
U.S. Senate, Subcommditiece on Internal Security,
New Senate Office Building, Washington, D.C.

DeArR MR. SoURWINE: Mr. Robert Willlams just telephoned me from Detroit.
He is scheduled to go before the Governor’s Commission on Extradition in
Michigan on Monday, November 10, 1969. He is then scheduled to appear in the
State Court for the conclusion of the Extradition proceeding on November 12,
1969.

If he is still free, he will be ready to come before the Committee upen receipt
of his round-trip fare from Detroit on Friday, November 14, 1969.

Sincerely.
’ CoNRAD J. LYNN, Attorney.

NovEMBER 12, 1969.

CoNraAD J. LYNN, Hsquire,
New York, N.Y.

Dear Mr. LYNN: Your letter of November 7th, mailed on that date in New
York City, was delivered to me in the afternoon mail today. Maybe it was a victim
of the mailcarriers’ “slowdown strike”.

Yoar client, Mr. Robert F. Williams, is being given a new subpoena calling for
his appearance on December 9th, 1969. Since the new subpoena will supersede
the subpoena now in force, as soon as it is served upon Mr. Williams, he will not
be required to appear on November 18th, as presently scheduled.

The Subcommittee cannot give Mr. Williams a sum of money in advance, to
pay his roundtrip fare to Washington ; but his transportation at Committee ex-
pense will be raised for. Mr. Williams can make his own reservation, by what-
ever form of transportation he chooses; and when the Committee is advised with
respect to his wishes in this regard, arrangement will be made with the airline
or railroad concerned to provide Mr. Williams with a roundtrip ticket in advance
of the time for boarding.
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Since your letter makes no mention to the contrary, I will assume, until fur-
ther notice, that your doubts about remaining as counsel for Mr. Williams have
been resolved, and that you are continuing to represent bhim,

Sincerely, J. G. SOURWINE.

DEeTROIT, M1CH., December 3, 1969.
Re Robert Williams.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERNAL SECURITY
OF THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF THE U.S. SENATE,
Capitol Building,
Washington, D.C.

GENTLEMEN : In connection with the subpoena which was served on Mr. Wil-
liams requiring him to appear in Washington December 19th, this is to inform
you that we are counsel for him in the State of Michigan contesting the extradi-
tion proceedings presently pending in that State ordering his extradition to
North Carolina.

I am writing to ascertain whether his appearance in Washington will subject
him to any arrest by the State of North Carolina or the Federal authorities
pursuant to the outstanding charge against him.

We must request that the commmittee grunt and guaranty his immunity from
arrest to and from the hearing and while he is in the District of Columbia.

In addition, we wish to inform you that preliminary hearings on our extradi-
tion proceedings have been set for December 15th in the Circuit Court for the
County of Wayne and therefore it is also essential that we know how long you
propose to have him remain in Washington since we do not conceive that the
hearings will be completed by the 19th of December.

Very truly yours,
BERNARD J. FIEGER.

DECEMBER 9, 1969.

BErRNARD J. FIEGER, Esq.,
Detroit, Mich.

DeAr MR. FieceR: This acknowledges your letter of December 3, 1969,

In view of your statement that preliminary hearings on extradiction proceed-
ings against your client, Robert F. Williams, have been set for December 15th in
the Circult Court for the County of Wayne, Michigan, and that you do not con-
ceive these hearings will be completed by December 19th, the date for the appear-
ance of Mr. Williams before the Internal Security Subcommittce has been post-
poned from December 19th to January 13th, 1970. A new subpoena covering the
January date is enclosed. Effective upon the transmittal of this subpoena to Mr.
Williams, he is released from the subpoena calling for his appearance on De-
cember 19th, 1969,

With respect to your request that the Committee “grant and guarantee” Mr.
Williams’ “immunity from arrest to and from the hearing and while he is in
the District of Columbia”, you must know that the Committee has no power to
grant anyone a general immunity from arrest.

The Committee has not conspired and will not conspire with any State or
Federal authorities to bring about the arrest of Mr, Williams at a hearing of the
Subcommittee or enroute to or from such a hearing. Mr. Willlams has been called
to appear in executive session. No announcement will be made by the Subcommit-
tee respecting the date of his appearance; and unless you make this public at
yvour end (as was done in the case of the first subpoena served on Mr. Williams
earlier this year) no one but you and Mr. Williams and the Committee need
know when he will be coming to Washington to testify. The Committee will make
no announceemnt about his presence at the time he is here, nor wiil the Com-
mittee announce his departure after having testified.

Responding to your question as to how long it is expected Mr. Williams will
have to remain in Washington, I can only say that my own estimate is the hear-
ing probably will take three days. Of course, a great deal will depend upon the
rate at which we are able to proceed, and the relative verbosity or conciseness
of the witness. '

Sincerely, :
J. G. SOURWINE,
Chicf Counsel, Internal Security Subcommitiee.
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DEtRrOIT, MICH., January 7, 1970.
Attention: J. G. Sourwine, Chief Counsel, Internal Security Subcommittee,
U.S. SENATE,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir: I am writing again on the subject of the subpoena issued to Robert
Williamis to appear before the Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate
Judiciary Committee on January 13, 1970. Since our last correspondence, the
proceedings in Michigan have continued with a Motiom for Summary Judgment
now before the Court seeking to terininate the Declaratory Judgment action. Mr,
Williams continues on bond limiting his travelling to the state.

Since the Committee is unable to guarantee any sort of immunity to Mr. Wil-
liams, he is in a quandary as to the proper action to take. Obviously he de-
sires to have all of the i-sues declded in Michigan where he desires to remain,
His leaving the jurisdiction at this time without knowledge as to whether he
will be in a position to return, and while the extradition proceedings are pend-
ing can injure him in this regard.

His attorneys are not able to give him any guarantees and the knowledge
that he will be in Washington is already in the hands of the press. (We do not

know how that occurred.)

Therefore in the absence of the guaranty that we require and with the under-
standing that he will make himself available to the Committee at the coneclu.
sion of the proceedings in Michigan, Mr. Williams respectfully requests the
Subcommittee to adjourn his appearance without date. Of course, Mr, Williams
is prepared to meet with the Subcommittee at its convenience in Michigan.

So that there is no misunderstanding, I repeat that Mr. Williams is not re-
fusing to obey the subpoena issued. He is asserting the facts of the Bond require-
ments in Michigan and the pending proceedings in Michigan as reasons for his
inability to appear in Washington, D.C. on January 13, 1970.

Very truly yours,
BERNARD J. FIEGER.

Mr. Sovrwixe. Did you bring any material with you for the com-
mittee in response to the demand made in the duces tecum subpena
served on you?

Mr. WiLnians. No, sir; because the material that was requested, most
of it is already here. Now, they requested some records from the Repub-
lic of New Africa, but I do not have those records because I am not
aftiliated with the Republic of New Africa anymore. I have resigned as
the president, and in fact I was never active. I never had any records at
all.

Mr. Sovrwine. All right, sir.

Are you the same Robert Franklin Williams who served in the U.S.
Marine Corps?

Mr. Wirrranms. Yes.

Mr. Sourwine. With serial No. 1467676 ¢

My. Wirriays. I suppose so. I can remember my Army serial num-
ber but I cannot remember the Marine Corps one.

Mr. Sourwing. All right.

During what period did you serve in the Marine Corps?

Mr. WivLians. It was in 1954.

Mr. SourwiNEg. For how long ?

Mr. Witniams. I think it was about 16 months maybe, I am not
sure, |

Mur. Sourwine. Were you drafted or did you enlist ?

Myr. WirLianms. I enlisted.

Mr. SourwiNE. And what—in what unit did you serve and where?

Mr. WiLLiams. At Camp Pendleton, Calif., I was in boot camp
there, and I think it was the 2d Marine Division. .
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Mr. SovrwiNe. And when did your service conclude, if you re-
member?

Mr. WiLLianms. It concluded in 1955, that I was put out of the Ma-
rine Corps.

Mr. SourwiNE. You were put out ?

Mr. WiLnianms. Yes, sir.

Mr. SourwINE. How do you mean, “put out”?

Mr. WiLriams., Well, the first thing was that they did not want me
in there because when I went in, for aptitude, I was a volunteer, and
I had been in the Army, and I went to school, college, for 3 years,
and then my GIT bill went out. So I went back in the Marine Corps so
that I could get some GI bill.

When I went in there, my aptitude at testing showed that I was
supposed to be in the U.S. Information Services, and they had prom-
ised that they would give whatever our aptitude if we volunteered
for 4 years. So I volunteered for 4 years, and I was supposed to go to
Quantico, Va., to be trained in information and psychological war-
fare, and so when—but I found out that they did not have any black
Marines in U.S. Information Services. So they wanted to make me a
supply clerk, and I sent a letter to—at that time to President Eisen-
hower, and it caused a big scandal in the Marine Corps.

So, as a result of this, they later put me out of the Marine Corps be-
cause I had complained against——

Mr. SourwiNE. Were you court-martialed ?

Mr. WirLiams. No.

Mr. SourwiNe. You said you were put out. What kind of a dis-
charge did they give you ?

Mr. WiLnianms, First they said it was an undesirable discharge, and
they did not give me any court-martial or anything. Then when I got
to my hometown later when I applied to the Veterans’ Adminis-
tion for my GI bill, they said I was not entitled to any GI bill because
I had a dishonorable discharge. But under military regulations they
could not give me a dishonor: %?e discharge without a court-martial.

Mr. Sourwine. Did you have discharge papers?

Mr, Winntanms. T had just a discharge that said “undesirable.” But
then when I applied, they said it was dishonorable discharge.

Mr. SourwiNE. You did not have a medical discharge?

Mr. Winriams. No.

Mr. Sourwing. Do you still have your discharge paper ?

My, WiLsians. I think T have. I think I have.

Mr. Sourwine. If you have it, would you be willing to let the com-
mittee have it Jong enough to make a copy ?

Mr. WiLLiams. Yes.

Mr. Sourwink. If this may be received, Mr. Chairman, may it go
in the record at this time?

Scnator TrrurmoND. Without objection.

(The document requested had not been furnished when publication
went to press.)

Mr. SourwiNE. Are you the same Robert Williams who served in
the Army under serial 441583587

kr. WrLntams. Yes.

Mr. SourwiNE. You were inducted into the Army of the United
States on July 12, 1945, at Fort Bragg, N.C.?
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Mr. Wirriams. Yes.

Mr. SourwiINE. You received basic training at the Army Service
Forces Training Center, Camp Crowder, Mo.

Mr. WirLiams. Yes.

Mr. SourwiNE. You later served with Company C of the 56th Engi-
neer Training Battalion?

Mr. WiLLiams, Yes.

Mr. SourwiNe. And with Company F of the 70th Engineer Train-
ing Battalion at Fort Lewis, Wash.

Mr. WirLLtams. Yes.

Mr. Sourwing. You were discharged on November 27, 1946, by rea-
son of demobilization.

Mr. WiLLiams. Yes.

Mr. SourwiNE. Is that the full extent of your Army service?

Mr. Wirriams. Yes.

Mr. SourwiNg. You never served outside the United States.

Mr. Wirnwaas, (Shakes head.)

Senator Trurmonp. Speak out so she can hear you.

Mr, Wirrianms. No.

Mr. Sourwine. Did you ever serve in the Coast Guard?

Mr. Winiams, No, sir.

Mr. SourwiNE. Does the number 031-1764434 mean anything to you?

Mr. WiLLiams. No. I can’t remember that.

Mr., SourwiNE. Off the record.

(Discussion off the record.)

Mr. SourwINE. Are you the same Robert Franklin Williams who
applied in March 1943 for an appointment as a member of the Police
Department in Dearborn, Mich.?

Mr. Wirniaums. It was in Detroit.

Mr. SourwiNe. This was in Detroit, Mich.? You did apply for ap-
pointment as a member of the police department in Detroit?

Mr. WiLLiams. Yes.

Mr. SourwiNE In March of 19437

Mr. Wirrraxs. I think it was 1943.

Mr. SourwiNE. Did you get the job?

Mr. WirLiams. No.

Mr. SourwiNE. Now, the original indictment against you in North
Carolina was overturned, was it not.?

Mr. WirLiams. Yes, sir, it was.

Mr. SourwINE. On the grounds that Negroes had been excluded from
the jury.

Mr. WiLLiasms. Yes.

Mr. Sourwine. Were you reindicted on the same charge?

Mr. WirLiams, Well, the officials said I was reindicted but then the
clerk of court and the prosecutors said that the only indictment against
me was in 1961. So there is some confusion.

Mr. SourwiNg. Has the sufficiency of the jury which allegedly re-
indicted you been litigated ? Consult with your counsel if you want to
about that one.

Mr. Craxe. Perhaps, Mr. Sourwine, even on the record, rather than
transmit the information through Mr. Williams, since he is——

Mr. SourwiNg. If T may—with the Chair’s permission, T am inter-
ested in the facts as counsel stated. I am also interested in the witness’
understanding of the facts.
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Mr. Crate. Fine, In that event, I won’t coach the witness on it.

Mr. Sourwine. Could we get it both ways. I didn’t want to trap him.
That is why I said to talk to you. '

Mr. Crata. All right, The existence of an indictment is not admitted
by defendant and the validity of any proceedings, of course, is not
admitted.

Now, if you want Mr. Williams’ understanding——

Mr. Sourwine. I judge his understanding now is the same as you
have stated.

Mr. Crazc. I am sure it is.

Mr. SourwiNE. Are you presently under indictment on criminal
charges of any kind ?

* Mr. WiLLiams. Not as I know of.

Mr. SourwiNEg. Are there any Federal charges pending against you?

Mr. Wirriams. No, sir.

Mr. Sourwing. Are there any State charges pending against you?

Mr. Wiruiams., Well, I don’t know because—in fact, I am fighting
extradition from Michigan now to North Carolina.

Mr. SourwiNt. Do you have any objection if your counsel states for
the record what the present status of this extradition matter is?

Mr. Craxe. If the chairman please, the status of the extradition is
that my firm is attacking the form, sufficiency, and validity of the
extradition warrant issued in the Williams case and signed by the
Governor of the State of Michigan. We are attacking that in a pro-
ceeding in the circuit court in Wayne County which has recentl
made a ruling in opposition to our contention that we may litigate this
question under the form of declaratory judgment instead of using
the form of habeas corpus.

That question has been certified to the court of appeals and we are
in the process now of preparing our briefs on that appeal.

Mr. Sourwine. Thank you, sir.

Mr. Cralc. You are welcome. :

Mr. Sourwing. I might state for the record for your information,
Mr. Williams, that this subcommittee is currently charged by resolu-
tion of the subcommittee with an investigation of what has been loosely
called the New Left, but which is, in fact, an investigation of subver-
sive, or violent, or subversive and violent organizations., We solicit
your assistance in helping us to explain the connection, if any, between
the various schisms, or the competing or cooperating organizations of
the New Left. There will be a number of questions in this area. I don’t
ask it as a question. I give it as an example, but if there is anything you
want to say in response to it, you may.

As an example, what is the connection, if any, between the revolu-
tionary movement and the Progressive Labor Party? Or what is the
connection between each of these and Students for a Democratic
Society ?

Mr. WiLLiaas. Well, T really don’t know because I have been out of
the country. The only thing I know is that in Cuba I was attacked by
the U.S. Communist Party and in China I was attacked by Progres-
sive Labor, but that isall T know.
anr. Sourwine. We don’t want you to testify to anything you don’t

ow.
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You have been described as a militant, as a black nationalist, and
as a revolutionary leader. Would you take issue with any of those
descriptions? _

Mr. Wirniams. Well, that depends on what they call a revolutionary
leader. I am for change and 1 am for militant action, for militancy,
but I don’t know what they mean by revolutionary leader because 1
didn’t call myself that. I suppose somebody else called me that.

Mr. SourwiNe. Have you written that a black revolution in this
country would have to have, and I quote, “a highly mobile under-
ground guerrilla force,” and this force would have to “be well versed
1n handling explosives and deadly accurate when employed as snipers”?

Mr. Wirniams. That is right. I wrote that in context with what
could happen in America and if it did happen, this was how it
would be.

Mr. SourwiNE. Are you saying that you have not urged the crea-
tion of a highly mobile underground guerrilla force and that you have
not urged the creation of a force well versed in handling explosives
and deadly accurate when employed as snipers?

Mr. Wirriams., Yes. Well, I advocated a defense force and I ad-
vocated that black people unite and that they prepare to defend them-
selves and defend their homes.

Mr. Sourwine. Have you in your writings attacked the U.S.S.R.
and the policies of the U.S.S.R.?

Mr. WinLiams. Yes,sir. Yes, I have.

Mr. Sourwine. Have you ever attacked the policies of the People’s
Republic of China, Red China ?

Mr. Wirriams. Not in publications, but I have differed with them
in person.

Mr. SourwiINE. In what publications and when in your writings did
you attack the U.S.S.R. and its policies?

Mr. Winniams, Well, actually, I attacked them a number of times.
I don’t remember the exact dates.

Mr. Sovrwine. Which policies of the U.S.S.R. have you attacked ?

Mr. WiLrtams. Well, T have attacked their racist attitude and I
also attacked the U.S.S.R. for their—what they had done to China as
far as overcharging the Chinese and withdrawing aid, and that they
had charged the Chinese three times the cost that West Germany had
charged them for machinery, and that they did have racial discrimina-
tion in the Soviet Union and the Soviet Union had been opposed to
black nationalism.

Mr. SourwinNk. Did you make these eriticisms while you were in
Cuba or while you were in Red China ?

C}Mr. Wirtiams. Well, T made some in Cuba and I made some in
1ina.

Mr. Sourwine. Are you familiar with the statement that “capital-
ism deprives all of self-determination”?

Mr. WirLiams. That it deprives——

Mr. SourwixE. This is supposed to be a statement made by Huey
Newton. “Capitalisin deprives all of self-determination. Only in the
context of socialism can man practice the self-determination neces-
sary to provide for their freedom.”

If you are not——

Mr. Wrniass. T don't—
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Mr. SourwiNE. If you are not familiar with it, there is nothing we
can ask you about it. If you were familiar with it, I was hoping you

could explain it.

Mr. Wirriams. No. . )
G Mr. SourwiNE. Are you the author of a book entitled “Negroes With

uns”?

Mr. WiLnians. Yes.

Mr. SourwinE. Where was this book published ?

Mr. Wirriams. Published in New York by Marzani & Munsell.

Mr. Sourwing. M-a-r-z-a-n-i and M-u-n-s-e-1-1. Carl Marzani?

Mr. WitLiams. Yes.

Mr. Sourwine. When was it published ?

Mr. Wicntams. Ithink in 1963. 1962 or 1963. ] )

Mr. Sourwine. Was it published anywhere else except in this
country ¢

Mr. Wrrraas. It was published in France.

Mr. Sourwine. Do you know who published it there? .

Mr. WiLrrays., Published—the name is Maspero. I am not familiar
with him.*

Mr. SourwiNE., You don't know how to spell it?

Mr. Wirriams. No.

Mr. Sourwine. And when was it published in France?

Mr. WirLianms. Ithink it wasin 1966, I believe.

Mr. Sourwine. Was this under contract with you or under contract
with Marzani & Munsell?

Mr. Wicriams. Marzani,

Mr. Sourwink. They had the world rights from you, then ¢

Mr. WiLriams. Well, they had the rights. I was out of the country.
So they didn’t bother about it.

Mr, Sourwine. Do you know approximately how many copies of
this book of yours have been sold ¢

Mr. Wirriams. No. I can’t find out.

Mr. Sourwine. Do you have the figures either for the book as pub-
lished in English in this country or for the French sales?

Mr. Winpiams. No.

Mr. Sourwine. Have you received royalties from Marzani &
Munsell ?

My, Wirriams. No. Not a penny.

Mr. SourwiNe. None at all?

Mr. WirLiams. None at all.

Mr. SourwiNE. Not a nickel ?

Mr, Wiriams. Not a nickel.

Mr. SourwiNe. Have you sought to secure payment from them?

*Francols MASPERO editions, Place Paul Painleve, Paris 8, France, publisher of
Willlams’ French edition of “Negroes With Guns” is also the publisher and distributor
of “Tricontinental” the French edition of the theoretical organ of the Executive Sec-
retariat of the Organization of Solidarity of the Peoples of Africa, Asia, and Latin
America (OSPAAL).

Williams, along with Rick Rhoads was among the invited guests at the Tricontinental
conference which took place in Havana in January of 1966.

Information from a Cuban defector who attended that conference indicated that
Willlams was treated with §reat deference contrary to the assertions of the Henry
brothers who, in a letter to Fidel Castro, remonstrated that Willams and they as well
had not received the treatment they thought they deserved at the hands_of the Cubans.

It was Francols Maspero who acted as go-between Fidel Castro and Regis Debray
and was also instrumental in the selection of the intellectuals who attended the Havana
Cultural Congress in January 1968.

45~159—T71—pt. 1——4



24

Mr. WirLiams. Yes. But they wanted to pay me $500 since I have
been back and I know that they owe more than that. So we can’t reach
an agreement on it.

Mr. SourwiNe. You did have a contract with them ¢

Mr. WirLiams, Yes.

Mr. Sourwine. Was it substantially a standard publication contract ?

Mr. Wicrtams. Well, I don’t think it was a standard contract but
it offered—in fact, I was supposed to have gotten 8 cents per copy.

Mr. Sourwine. Eight cents per copy. Royalty ?

Mr. WiLniams. Yes.

Mr. SourwINE. And you received nothing on any copies ?

Mr. WiLLiayms. No.

Mr. SourwiINE. You know there have been some copies sold ?

Mr. WiLniams. Ob, yes.

Mr. Sourwing. Isit printed in paperback?

Mr. WiLLiams. In paperback and hardback.

Mr. SourwiNEg. It has been stated that your book “Negroes With
Guns” has become the official guerrilla manual of several black ex-
tremist groups. Do you know whether thisistrue?

Mr. Wirriams. 1 don’t know whether that is true or not because I
don’t really—there is nothing in there that would help a guerrilla
unless it was just to inspire him, because in the ghettos now they have
classes, what tney call black studies and anything that is on the
black struggle that they are using.

Mzr. SourwiNE. Do you know of any groups that use this——

Senator TrurMonp. Could T ask a question right there ?

Mr. SourwiNg. Of course, Mr. Chairman.

: Senagtor ThurmoNnDd. You say they have classes. Who sponsors these
classes?

Mr. WirLiams. Well, actually, the people organized in the com-
munities, the different organizations, local groups, and they collect
money, sometimes even church groups, and it is studies dealing with
black people. They collect literature, compile it, and anything written
by black authors or about black people, they use this to study and
teach from.

Senator Trurmonp. This is paid for by contributions, voluntary
contributions, and by church groups?

Mr. Wirriams. Yes.

Senator THurMmoxDp. Any funds coming from any particular or-
ganization ¢

Mr. WiLpiams. Well, they have got a number of organizations. I
don’t know all of the organizations. Even some places where—that
they may have support from Government agencies.

Senator THurMoND. Our Government ?

Mr. WirLiams. Yes.

Senator Triuraonp. Any foreign government support ?

Mr. Wirriasms. Idon’t know of any.

Senator TuurmMoxnp. Do you know what agencies of our Government
are supporting such a movement? ‘

Mr. Wirniams. No, sir: but only with the exception of when they
have some agencies dealing with education, that they have black
studies and war on poverty centers and that they just study black
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literature in general, not necessarily any special thing. But anything
that will inspire racial pride in the people.

Senator Triuryonp. Thank you.

Mr. SovrwiNg. Do you know of any groups that study your hook
“Negroes With Guns” as a guerrilla manual ¢

Mr. WirLtams. I don’t know, but I know it was recommended to
the Revolutionary Action Movement.

Mr. Sourwink. That is RAM?

Mr. WiLLiams. Yes. And it was recommended for the Republic of
New Africa, but not only that. The whole black nationalists, all of the
black nationalists recommended this book to be read.

Mr. Souvrwing. Is this correct ?

Mr. WirLiams. And black people in general.

Mr. SourwiNE. Have you publlished your autobiography ¢

Mr, WiLLrasms. No, sir.

Mr. Sourwink. Have you writfen an autobiography?

Mr. Wirniams. Well, T am supposed to be working on it now.

Mr. Sourwink. Havo you made arrangements for the writing of it ?
That is, are you under contract to write or produce an autobiography ?

Mr. WinLtams. T am supposed to be under contract to Bantam Books
to write——

Myr. Sourwink. What are the details? When are you to prodnce it ?
When is it to be printed ?

Mr., WiuLtams. Well, It was supposed to have been published last
spring but T disagreed with some of the arrangements of the publisher,
so it will have to be done over again.

Mr. SovrwiNe. Is your contract made directly between you and
Bantam Books?

Mr. WinLianms. Yes. Bantam Books and another man who had met
me in Africa, a photographer who had done some tape and worked
with me on it, named “Cohen.”

Mr. Sourwine. I show you a photocopy of what purports to be an
agreement hetween Robert F. Williams and Robert C. Cohen. T will
ask you if that is the agreement that you were referring to.

Mr. Wirrtams. Yes, but this agreement, we have already—TI have
already refused, rejected this agreement.

Mr. SourwiNE. You have repudiated this agreement?

Mr. Wirriams. Yes, because the first thing, that was illegal, it was
in Tanzania. Tt must come before a High Commissioner before it can
be legal, and the pext thing was the only reason I agreed to let this
man do the book was so that the book would come out at the time T
was returning to the United States, and he didn’t get it out in time,
so now T have agreed to do it myself.

Mr. Sourwint. I see.

Mr. Wirriams. And not to allow him to do it.

Mr. Sourwine. May this exhibit, which is committee counsel’s ex-
hibit No. 13, go in the record at this point, Mr. Chairman? It is the
contract just identified by the witness,

Senator Truraonn. Without objections, it will be admitted.

(The document marked “Fxhibit 13” follows:)
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ExHisitT No. 13
TANZANIA, July 21, 1968.
To whom it may concern:

This Is to constitute an agreement between Robert Franklin Williams and
Robert Carl Cohen to share fully and equally in all royalties and proceeds re-
sulting from the sale of Robert Franklin Willlam's autobiography, written in
collaboration with Robert Carl Cohen. It is understood that Robert Carl Cohen
will be empowered to represent Mr., William’s rights, as well as his own, in
negotiating contracts for the publication of said autobiography. It is also under-
stood that whatever contracts are ultimately accepted by Mr. Cohen will contain
stipulations guaranteeing Mr. Williams the right to revise the manuscript be-
fore publication, and to abrogate the contract should the fail to be published
within 18 months of the manuscript’s acceptance by the publisher.

Mr. Cohen agrees to utilize his best efforts in synopsizing and organizing
Mr. William’s recorded commentary, contained in some 46 hours of magnetic
tape material resulting from Mr. Cohen’s* interviewing Mr. Williams in Dar
Es Salaam, Republc of Tanzania, July 5th through 20th, 1968. Mr. Cohen agrees
to make available to Mr. William’s the manuscript which he will write from
said taped material, so that Mr. William’s may add to it, delete, from it, or
alter it in any way he sees fit, so that the final work may be the one and
only fully authorized autobiography of Mr. Williams. Mr. Cohen als0 agrees to
use his best efforts to negotiate the most favorable contract possible for the
authors in the publication of this autobiography.

Mr. Williams agrees to authorize no one other than Mr. Cohen tv represent
him in the sale for publication of his autobiography. He also agrees to re-
frain from writing himself, or authorizing anyone else to write, any other such
autobiography, or biograph, with the exception of short biographical sketches
of 5000 words or less for newspaper or magazine articles, for a period of seven
years from this date.

It is understood that Mr. Williams will provide an address to which the manu-
script will be sent for his revisions prior to publication, and to which his share
of any royalties may also be sent by the publisher.

Signed and agreed to:
ROBERT F. WILLIAMS.

RoBERT C. COHEN.

Mr. Sourwing. I also show you a power of attorney purported to
have been signed by you. This is, again, a photocopy with respect to
the b?ook, “Negroes With Guns.” Do you recognize that as your signa-
ture?

Mr. Wirriams. Yes.

Mr. Souvrwine. You do?

Mr. WirLiams. Yes.

Mr. Sourwine. Have you repudiated this agreement also? This pow-
er of attorney ?

Mr. WinLiays. Well, yes. Now, because I have broken with him com-
pletely

Mr. SourwiINE. Yes, sir.

May this also go into the record, Mr. Chairman, as identified ? It is
committee counsel’s Exhibit No. 14.

Senator Tirormonp. Without objection, it will be admitted.

(The document “marked Exhibit 14” follows:)

ExHIBIT NoO. 14

RepusLic oF TANZANIA, July 28, 1968.
Power of attorney.
To Whom It May Concern:

This is to authorize Mr. Robert Carl Cohen, or his designee, to represent me in
all matters concerning my published book Negroes with Guns. Mr. Cohen is given
the right to bring whatever action he deems necessary to either enforce the terms
of my contract for publication of said book with Marzani & Munsell, Publishers, or
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to abrogate said contract and arrange for publication of said book by another
publisher or publishers of his choice.

Mr. Cohen shall bave this power of attorney for a period of one year from this
date, to be automatically removable at 12 month periods until I inform him in
writing to the contrary. Mr. Cohen shall be empowered to collect whatever roy-
alties are due me from the publishers, and shall use his best efforts to negotiate
for whatever new sales of said book he is able to acquire. It is understood that
Mr. Cohen will be entitled to ten percent (10%) or whatever advances, fees or
royalties are payable to me as a result of his efforts.

ROBFRT FRANKLIN WILLTAMS.

Mr. Sourwine. Did you, yourself, make the agreement with Mar-
zani & Munsell or did this man Cohen make the agreement?

Mr. WitLiams., No. That was another man back in, I think, 1962,
named “Marc Shaeffer.” He is not in the country.

Mr. Sourwinke. How does he spell that?

Mr. Wirniams, M-a-r-c,and I think it is S-h-a-e-f-f-e-r.

Mr. SourwiNE. He is not in the United States?

Mr. WiLrnianms. No.

Mr. SourwiNE. Where is he now?

Mr. WiLLrayms. He works for NBC News and I think he is in Jordan.

Mr. SourwiNE. I see. Do you know Carl] Marzani of the firm of Mar-
zani & Munsell ¢

| 1\%‘. Wirrianms. Yes. T met him since I have been back. I don’t know
the firm.

Mpr. SourwiNe. You never met Marzani before ?

Mr. WirLiayms, No.

Mr. SovrwixE. Before you had a contract with his firm ¢

My, WiLLiams, Never before.

Mr. Sourwrxg. Do you know him as a Communist ?

Mr. WiLriams. No. I heard later that he once was a Communist but
he left the party. At least that is what he said.

Mr. SourwiNE. That is what he says?

Mr. WinLrans. Yes.

Mcr. SovrwinNe. He has told you this?

Mr. WiLniams. Yes.

Mr. SourwiNE. How recently ?

Mr. WiLLtams. Well, it was since T have been back. It was in, I
think, October or November. October.

Mr. SourwiNg. Of 1969 ¢

Mr. Wintrams. Yes.

Mr. Sourwing. Where did you see him, New York ?

Mr. Winniams. Yes.

- Mr, SourwiNE. You have visited New York, then, since you have
been back A fter you reached Detroit ? :

Mr. WiLLiams. Once I visited New York.

Mr. SourwiNE. Is that the only time you have left Michigan since
you have been back ?

Mr. WiLLiams. Yes.

Mr. Sourwine. What arrangements, if any, have been made for the
printing of the book “Negroes With Guns” outside the United States
other than the printing in France that you spoke of.

Mr. WiLLiass. Well, I haven’t made any arrangements. I don’t
know whether Marzani may have made some.
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Mr. SovrwinNe. If there have been, you mean, you are not advised of
them?

Mr. Wirriams. No. No, sir.

Mr. Sovrwing, I will show you a photocopy of a letter dated Janu-
Cary 28, 1969, to you from a person signing Maria Arena Regis, deal-

ing with possible publication of an Tdizioni Oriente in Milano. That
is, publication of an Italian language edition. Are you familiar with
that?

Mr. WiLniass. Yes, but it didn’t come out as far as I know. She said
she had some trouble, some problem in business, had some trouble
with the business and her husband was sick and they have just dropped
this,

Mr. Sovrwize. I don’t mean to wrangle with you at all, and this is
not in any sense a criticism or remonstrance, but I don’t want to catch
you ofl guard. T don’t want the record to speak untruly. I don’t know
what it says now but I intended to ask vou if you knew of any nego-
tiations for the publication elsewhere and if that is what I did ask
vou, we got confused, because you said no. So, please, any time you
are not sure you understand what I am asking you, make me ask it
again, T might misspeak myself sometimes.

If it sounds to you like T am not asking what you think I intend
to ask, let’s get the record clear just what the question is.

May this go in the record, Mr. Chairman? It is committee counsel’s
exhibit 15, just identified.

Senator Truraroxnp. Without objection, so ordered.

{ The document marked “Txhibit 15” follows:)

BExHaIisiTr No. 15

MiLaNo, January 28, 1968.
Mr. RosERT F. WILLTAMS,
Tai Chi Chang 1,
Peking.

Dear MRr. WiLniaMs : Following the exchange of letters we had on the subjeet
of translating and publishing in Italy your book “Negroes With Guns”, we have
been suggested by Mr. Gibson to inform you about the agreements we have
reached with on your behalf. The basie lines of the agreement reads as follows:

1. Edizioni Oriente are granted the exclusive copyright in Italian language
for all countries for the translation and publication of the hook “Negroes With
Guns” by Robert F. Williams.

2. Iidizioni Oriente shall anticipate all expenses for translation, printing and
distribution of the book in Italy, which shall be covered through the first sales
returns in Italy and abroad.

3. Once the expenses shall be covered, Xdizioni Oriente shall guarantee 509
of further sales return, net of distribution costs, to Mr. Williams. .

4. Fdizioni Oriente agree to change the title of the book into the new one
“America Is the Black Man’s Battleground”, to add Chairman Mao statement
at the beginning and a new closing chapter, to correct the text whenever neces-
‘sary, to print in backcover Mr. R. F. Williams features by Hsinhua.

5. Premier printing shall take place in June 1988 in connection with Mr. Wil-
liams come back to the States.

-Mr. Gibson has taken engagement to let us have the text of the closing chapter
and of all corrections by the middle of February. That, if done, could be very
helpful for a good translation and accurate proofreading, and we shall be grate-
full to the kindness of Mr. Gibson.

Let us, Mr, Willlams, express our hearty thanks for the honour you are grant-
ing us with the publication of your book. You can be sure we shall do our utmost
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to assure to your book the largest audience and consense in our country and
whenever italian speaking peoples work.

Looking forward for your hint of acknowledgment of this letter, we remain,

Yours faithfully,
MARIA ARENA REGTS,

Mr. SourwiNe. Did you have anything to do with negotiating in
June 1968 with Grove Press concerning the publication of a book?

Mr. Wirrrayms. Well, I was supposed to but we never signed any
agreement and it was supposed to be a revised edition of this “Negroes
With Guns,” and I sent them some new material but I never heard
from them after that.

P Mr.9 SourwiNe. Whom did you negotiate with on behalf of Grove
resst

Mr. WiLLiams, Well, actually, I sent the copy back by Richard
Henry. He met me in Africa. And I sent the new material, additional
material for the book, by him but I never heard anything after that
from the publisher about it.

Mr. SourwiNE. Do you know who runs Grove Press?

Mr. Wirriams. No.

Mr. Sourwine. Do you have any plans to run for public office ?

Mr. Wirriams. No.

Mr. Soorwing. There has been a report that you had a plan to run
for the Office of the President of the United Stutes. I take it that is
untrue.

Mr. Wirrzaxs. They had asked me to do this, to run from exile.

Mr. Sourwing. Who is the “they ¢”

Mr. WirLiams. Well, they said that this Peace and Freedom Party
would—sometimes somebody suggested that I should run.

Mr. Sourwine. How did that come to you, in a letter?

Mr. WiLLiams. It came in a letter,

Mr. SourwiNE. Do you know from whom ¢

Mr. WiLrianms. Well, the first—I was notified by a man at that time
who was serving as my lawyer, that they had suggested my name.

Mr. SourwiNe. Who was that ?

Mr. Wirriays. This was Conrad Lynn.

Mr. Sourwingk. And did you accept this suggestion or this nomina-
tion, or did you agree that you would let them use your name?

Mr. Wieians, No. I wanted to know more about it because I didn’t
think it was a good idea.

Mr. SourwiNE. Su you have never agreed to run for President of the
United States.

Mr. WirLiams. No. -

Mr. SourwiNe. Now, turning to another subject, have you partici-
pated in the distribution in the United States of propaganda filins
about China ¢ : '

Mr. WirLiams. No. No. The only time was that some things that I
brought back that people asked for three or four pieces, but never any-
thing that had to do with Chinese propaganda.

Mr. SourwINE. You say some things that you brought back. What
do you mean ? Do you mean films?

Mr. WiLLiayms. Well, the film—I brought a film into the country that
I was given a license on, import license, and it was turned over to
WBTYV Station in Charlotte, N.C. In fact, I brought two films from
China that I turned over to them.
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BI(II'.?SOURWINE. What were the names of the two films, if they were
titled ?

Mr. Wirniaxs. Well, one was—I don’t remember the title but it had
to do with the fighting on the Russian-Chinese bosrder.

Mr. SourwiNe. And what was the title of the other one?

Mr. WirLiams. The other one was the Ninth Party Congress, had to
do with the Chinese—it was a film, documentary, made inside the
Communist Party Congress.

Mr. Sourwine. Were these films that you had yourself taken?

Mr. WiLLianms. No. They were taken by the Chinese. ,

Mr. SourwiNE. They were both taken by Chinese, official Chinese
Government photographers?

Mr. Wippranms. Yes.

Mr. SourwiNE. And yousay they were not propaganda films?

Mr. WirLiams. They were documentaries. They may have been
propaganda but this was the type of information they didn’t have in
this country and this

Mr. SourwiINE. You know, the word “propaganda® by itself is not
evil at all. Whenever you try to make another man believe something,
that is propaganda. These were films which showed the Communist
Chinese in a good light, were they not ?

Mr. Wirniayms., Well, I suppose so. I know that they probably
wouldn’t have let me have them if they hadn’t.

My, Sourwine. Of course not. They wouldn’t have taken them and
put them together. The Government wouldn’t have hired a photogra-
pher or groups of photographers to put them together if they didn’t
make the government appear in a good light ; right ?

Mr. Wirrrans. I think so.

Myr. SourwiNE. You brought these films into the United States. You
had an import license to bring them in. In connection with obtaining
that license, did you disclose the authorship of the films?

Mr. WirLiams. Oh, yes, because I don’t know who exactly the indi-
vidual, but T had applied, I applied through the Embassy in Tanzania
to the American

li:lr.e SourwiNE. You didn’t state they were films which you had
taken ¢ ‘

Myr. WirLianms. Oh, no, no. I told them they were Chinese films.

Mr. SourwiNE. Where have these films been distributed ?

Mr, Winriams. On CBS, not long ago. I think about two months
ago, they——

Mr. S)(’)URWINE. Were you paid by CBS for the use of the films?

Mr. Wirriams. No. I was paid by WBTYV in Charlotte, N.C.

. Mr.?SOImWINE. I see. Where else were the films distributed, if you
now

Mr. Winntams. I think they are going to sell part of them to Britain,
Some television network in Britain.

Mr. Sourwine. Have you, yourself, offered the filins or either of
them to anyone except this Charlotte TV station ? .

Mr. Wirriams. No. No. Because I had sent—actually, I sent the film
in before I came into the country, to Charlotte.

Mr. SourwiNEe. T'o whom did you send it, if you remember ?

Mr. Winnians. I sent it to Clyde Mclean, who is an official of WBTV
in Charlotte.
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Mr. Sourwine. Is that M-c-C-l-c-a-n, or M-c-L-e-a-n?

My, Wirniams. M-c, I think it’s L-a-i-n.

Mr. SourwiINE. L-a-i-n. Had you known him earlier?

(Editor’s Note: A subsequent check determined that the correct
spelling of the name above is McLean.)

Mr. WiLLiaxs. No. I didn’t know him at all.

Mr. Sourwing. How did you happen to send the films to him ¢

Mr. Wirniaas. Well, the first thing is, I knew him as an announcer
before I left and a newsman for WBTV.

Mr. SourwiNe. You mean, you knew him personally ?

Mr. WirLians. No. Just had heard him on the radio, but I had never
met him. And the idea was that they had come to Cuba to make a
film called “Robert Williams in Cuba,” a documentary. '

Mr. Sourwine. Who is “they”?

Mr. Winniams. Clyde McLean and a television crew from WBTV
in Charlotte.

Mr. SourwiNE. I see. Is that a network television operation? ..

Mr. Winnians. Yes; it is. It is affiliated with CBS.

Mr, Sourwine. Afliliated with CBS.

Mr. WirLiasms. But it is an independent station.

Mr. SourwiNg. Not an NET station.

Mr WiLnianms. No.

Mr. Sourwing. All right. Go ahead. ‘

Mr. WirLiays. They came to Cuba to make a film called “Robert
Williams in Cuba” and this is where I knew him from. .

Mr. Sourwine. Had they arranged this with you before they came?

Mr. Wirnrasms. Oh, yes. They called me on the telephone in Havana
and said they would like to make a documentary in Cuba if they could
get into the country.

Mr. Sourwink. I see. And did they make it ?

Mr. WirLLiaxs. Oh, yes. They made it.

Mr. Sourwing. You helped them get into the country ?

Mr. WirLiams. Yes.

Mr. Sovrwing. Good. Did you have to see Mr, Castro for that? .

Mr. Wirriaams. No. I almost had to see him because these were
southern television men and they thought that by them being southern,
they would naturally be reactionary and some people were opposed.

Mr. eSOURWINE. Is the Cuban Government prejudiced against south-
erners?

Mr. Wiruiams. Well, no, not as such, but some people are.

Mr. SourwiNe. I see. Now, that film that was taken by McLean and
his crew in Cuba, what was the year? .

Mr. Winniams. It was, I think, early in 1966, just before I left.

- Mr. Sovrwine. The film was distributed where ? - .

Mr. WiLtiams. It was shown on WBTYV in Charlotte.

Mr. Sourwing. And nowhere else as far as you know ¢

Mr. WinLiams. As far as I know, because it was their film,

Mr. Sourwinge. Were you given any copies of that film?

Mr, WiLriams. No. .

Mr. SourwiNE. You never had any to give away or send anywhere?

Mr. Wirrianms. No. I havenever even seen it, C

Mr. SourwiNe. You have never seen it? You don’t know. whether
it is good or not. Did you get paid for it ?

Mr. WirLiasms. No, sir.

45-159—T71—pt. 1 5
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Mr. SourwiNe. Then the only films that you have participated in
the distribution of were the two films that you sent into the United
States from China.

Mr. WinLiams., Yes. Plus, I sent one before then called, “Robert
Williamns in China,” which was a documentary, a travel documentary.

Mr. SourwiNg. Who took that film?

Mr. WirLians. Well, that was sent to Canada and from Canada it
was sent to ABC.

Mr. SourwiNE. I'm sorry. You misunderstood me. I said, “took,”
and you understood me to mean who accepted it. I mean who took the
pictures?

Mr. WinLiays. Oh, the Chinese, The Chinese.

Mr. Sourwine. Official Government »hotographers ?

Mr. WrLLiams. Yes; but they took tfle pictures that I wanted them
to take in traveling across China. The Chinese Government put them
at my disposal and they said wherever I wanted to stop and whatever
I wanted to take, whatever pictures, that they would be available.

Mr, Sourwine. You traveled across China ¥

Mr. WirLiams. Yes.

Mr. Sourwine. With these photographers?

Mr. WiLriams. Yes.

Mr. SourwiNe. Photographic crew?

Mr, WiLLianms. Yes.

M;‘ SourwiNE. And they took the pictures that you asked them to
take

Mr. WiLLiams. Yes.

Mr. SourwiNE. And no others?

Mr. Wirniams. No others.

Mr. Sourwing. They didn’t take any pictures on their own ¢

Mr. WirLiams. No.

Mr. SourwinNe. Didn’t make any suggestions to you about what
would make good pictures?

Mr. WiLLrams. No. '

Mr. SourwiNE. The funniest cameramen I ever heard of.

Mr. Wirtiams. They don’t allow them to interfere. Newspapermen
are not suf)posed to interfere even if they want a specific picture of
you. They have to work at your convenience.

Mr. SourwiNg. The cameraman can’t make suggestions about back-
ground or action or anything ?

Mr. Wirrrams. Not a documentary.

Mr. SourwiINE. I see.

Mr. WirLiams. If it is any other kind of picture, he can, but on a
documentary——

Mr. SourwiNE. This was a documentary and they were simply to
record what you did ¢ ,

Mr. WiLniams. And what I wanted.

. Mr. SourwiNe. When you told them to record it and at no other
tl.I(l;lte; th?ey had to ask your permission before they could take any
pictures :

Mr. Wirriams. That is right.

.Mr. SourwiNE. So that that particular picture, really you were the
director of it? )
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Mr. WiLLians. Yes. Actually, what happened, it was a concession
made to me by the Chinese Government because I had asked them
to allow some Americans, American photographers, in fact, one Amer-
ican had written to me and I think he was working fo: one of the ma-
jor magazines and he said he would like to come and dv a film of me
in China, and so the Chinese said, well, because of their relations with
the U.S. Government, that they didn’t want a person who was rec-
ognized by the U.S. Government sent there under Government aus-
pices to film in China.

So they said if I really wanted the film made and if the people
wanted it in this country, that they could furnish me with the photog-
raphers and whatever I wanted to film they would film for me.

Mr. SourwiNE. So they did.

Mr. WirLrLiams. Yes.

Mr. SourwiNE. So, really, you were the director of that film?

Mr. WiLLiams. Yes. _

Mr. SourwiNE. I suppose you might also say, also you wrote the
seript on it since you ecidecf’ where you were going to go and what
portions of your activities they would take pictures of.

Mr. WiLianms. The things that I thought I saw that might have
been interesting.

Mr. SourwiNE. Did it turn out to be a pretty good movie?

“Mr. WiLtiams. Welly a lot of people that have seen it like it. In
fact, I gave one copy to the University of North Carolina.

Mr. SourwINE. You have seen that film yourself ¢

Mr. WiLLians. Yes.

Mr. SourwiINE. You are satisfied with it ?

Mr. WiLLiams. Yes.

‘Mr. SourwiNe. It is what you wanted to portray?

Mr. WiLriams. Yes.

Mr. Sourwine. Where else did you give it besides the University
of North Carolina? ,

Mr. WitLiams, University of North Carolina, Howard University,
and I think one at Vanderbiﬂ..

Mr. SourwiNe. These copies were provided to you by the Chinese

Mr. Wirriams, Yes. ‘

Mr. SourwiNE. And can you get other copies of it if you want them?

Mr. WirLiams. Well, they don’t have any more.

Mr. SourwiNE. They didn’t keep a master ?

Mr. Wirriaams. No. They have all been exhausted. In fact, I asked
for one before I left and they didn’t have it. ‘

Mr. Sourwine. Do you have any copies of that film in your pos-
session ¢

Mr. Wirriams. No.

Mr. SourwiNE. How long did it take you to make that film$?

Mr. WirLiams. We went on a trip for about two—we were gone for
about 2 weeks all over China, to the interior, places that foreigners
didn’t ordinarily go in China.

- Mr. SourwiNe. How did you travel ¢

Mr, WiLL1ams. By airplane, train, Jeep, car.

Mr. SourwiNE. Private airplane or government airplane?

- Mr. WriLiams, On the regular air line, but later we had also the
lar train but we also traveled on Jeep, special Jeep. Some places
we went that we had to go by Jeep.
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Mr. SourwiNE. Two weeks, you say.

Mr. WirLiams. Yes.

Mr. SourwiNE. No longer ?

Mr. WiLianms. No longer. Just for the film.

Mr. SourwiNe. If you got all over China in 2 weeks, you really
covered a lot of ground.

Mr. WiLrianms. Yes. We were going pretty fast.

M12 SourwiNE. What places did you cover? What cities did you
visic?

Mr. WirLrams. Well, we went to places like the autonomous region,
Korea, autonomous region all through Mongolia and all through the
industrial communities, like Shanghai, all the way through to Can-
ton, into the interior. We covered most of China.

Mr. Sourwine. How did you get into Mongolia ?

Mr. Wirriams. We went through by train.,

Mr. SourwINE. From where?

Mr. WiLriass, From, I think it was Shanghai.

Mr. Sovrwine. How long did it take to get there?

Mr. WirLiams. Well, I don’t exactly remember because we didn’t
go—what we would do, we would ride and go to certain places and
then we would stop, mayhe, with a stop over night and then we would
leave the next morning.

Mr. SourwinE. Well, even with your stopovers, I am not trying to
pin you down, but that whole trip from Shanghai into Mongolia,
how long did it take? Two days? Three days? Longer?

Mr. WinLiams. It was probably about, I think about, maybe 3
days it might have been.

Mr. SourwINE. And where did you go from Mongolia? And you
come back to Shanghai?

Mr. WiLLiAMs. %’es; first we went into some places in the interior
and to Canton.

Mr. SourwiNE. From Mongolia ?

Mr. WiLriams. Yes, but we went cross the country. We were con-
stantly moving. |

Mr. SourwiNE. By train?

Mr. WirLianms. Yes; train.

Mr. Sourwing. From Mongolia to Canton ?

Mr. WiLL1anms. Yes.

Mr. SourwiNE. And from Canton, where did you go?

Mr. Wirriams. Well, from Canton we went back to Peking.

Mr. SourwiINE. By train?

Mr. WiLriams. No; by plane.

Mr. SourwiNE. By plane from Canton to Peking.

Mr. WiLLiams. Yes. \

Mr. SourwiNE. And then where did you go from Peking?

Mr., WinLiams. Well, we stayed in Peking then after we finished
the filming. : |

Mr. SourwiNe. I see. You had already been to Korea. .

Mr. Wirrianms. That was in the autonomous region. We had already
been around through Korea, around and across the country.

Mr. Sourwing. When did you go to Korea? .

- Mr. Winniams. What they call an autonomous region of Korea.
Korean nationality. They have got 56 different nationalities.in China,
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Mr. Sourwinge. In China?
Mr. WirLiams. Yes; they have got what they call autonomous

regions.
fr. Sourwine., Where is the autonomous region of Korea in China ?

Mr, WirLrams. Near the Korean border. They call it some type of
Hung Jo. They call it something similar to Hung Jo.

Mr. Sourwink. Did you go down there from Peking ?

Mr. Wirrrass. I went around through the country, went there from
Peking, but we made many stops on the way and stopped overnight.

Mr. SourwiNe. I see. How long did it take on your roundabout
way from Peking to this autonomous territory of Korea ?

Mr. Wirriams., Well, I suppose we got there maybe after we had
started, been out for I think about 8 or 7 days.

Mr. SourwiNe. Where did you go from the autonomous territory of
Korea?

Mr. WiLLiams. We went across into—across the country down to
Canton but we left—we went from the extreme cold to the warm.

Mr. SourwinNe, I see. You went from the Korean autonomous terri-
tory to Canton, how? By train? By automobile? By Jeep?

Mr. WirLranms. We left at first in an automobile. Later we changed
to a train because we stopped over in some small place, villages, places
that I don’t even remember the names.

Mr. SourwiNE. I see. Then, from Canton, where did you go?

Mr. Wicntams, From Canton, we went across country back to
Peking.

Mr.gSOURWINE. I see, and then from Peking?

Mr. WiLLiams. That is where we lived. Tgflat was my home.

Mr. SourwiNe. But you already have got one trip. You went from
Peking to Mongolia.

Mr. Wirriams, Well, yes. You see the reason——

Mr. SourwiNE. Then you went from Mongolia to Canton.

Mr. Wirianms. Yes; but we were going around the country and
through these places and stopping in different places and we came back
;o Peking because this was the place of origin that we were coming

rom. .

Mr. SourwiNE. I see. You only came back to Peking once. You left
it and made all this big circle and came back to Peking once.

Mr. Wrrrianms. Yes.

‘Mr. SourwiNE. So you left Peking first and went down to—or is it
up to the autonomous territory of Xorea ?

Mr. WirLiams. Well, some people call it up, but to me it was across
the country. ‘

Mr. SourwinE. All right. You went across the country for an 8-day
trip and hit a lot of other places.

Mr. WiLLrans, Oh, yes. ‘

Mr. SourwiNE. On your way from Peking to the autonomous terri-
tory of Korea. Then you went from there to Canton.

Mr. WiLLiams. Yes. '

Myr. SourwiNE. Then from Canton you went back to Peking.

Mr. WirLiams. Yes. ‘ '

Mr. SourwiNE. From Peking, you went to Mongolia ?

Mr. WirLiams. Well, no. We went to Mongolia just before we went
into Canton. When we came through Mongolia, when we left from
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the autonomous region, we went around the country and we came
into Mongolia and—-

Mr. Sourwing. I thought you had said you went from Peking to
Mongolia by railroad.

Mr. Wirriams. Well, one place we may have. I don’t know because
if T had a map X could show it to you.

Mr. Sourwinge. Well, I wasn’t there. I have to ask you because that
is all I can find out about it.

Mr. WiLLiaas. But that is why I say that, because it is very difficult
to remember that. Especially in China, with so many small places and
the different places because I have been all over the country and it is a
very big country, bigger than the——

Mr. SourwiNE. Yes, it is a very big country.

All right. Were you traveling at the expense of the Chinese Govern-
ment when you made this trip ? '

Mr. WiLLiams. Yes.

Mr. SourwiNE. Did the Government have anybody with you to
smooth your way?

Mr. Wicriams. Well—

Mr. SourwiNE. To pay for things and make reservations?

1\111'. Wirriams, Yes. They had an interpreter and the interpreter
with me——

Mr. SourwINE. You learned to speak some Chinese, didn’t you ¢

Mr. WiLriams. No, sir.

Mr. SourwiNE. You learned to speak Spanish, I understand, while
you were in Cuba.

Mr. Wirriams. Just a little, not much.

Mr. SourwiNE. Do you speak any other language besides English?

- Mr., Wirrianms. No.

Mr. Sourwing. None of the A frican languages?

Mr. WiLriams. No.

- Mr. Sourwine. In 1966, did you receive from Richard B. Henry 100
records to be used for broadcasting to GI’s in Vietnam? |
. Mr. Wirtianms. No. The records were returned.

Mr. SourwiNe. Returned to whom, from whom ? :

Mr. WiLriams. They were returned to him, I understand. At least
he told me that he received them back, I didn’t——

Mr. SourwINE. You never got any ¢

Mr. WirLianms. No. Not from him.

Mr. Sourwine. Did he send you 100 records and then somehow they
didn’t reach you? :

Mr. Wruriams, He said that they were sent back to him with a note
in the records that the Chinese Government, because of the cultural
revolution, they were not admitting jazz into the country.

Mr. SourwINE. Do you rememger that Mr. Henry wrote you that
he had a new avenue of communications through the Egyptian Em-
bassy via the Red Chinese Embassy in Ottawa to Cairo? o

r. WirLianms. I don’t remember that.
Senator TaurMoND. We will take a recess now.
éWhereu on, there was a short recess.) :
enator TrurmonD. All right. We will proceed. The subcommittee
will come to order. , -
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Mr. Sourwrne. Just before the recess I was asking you questions
about 100 records which we had understood were started on their
way to you by Richard B. Henry to be placed for broadcasting to
Gl}t’s in Vietnam. May I ask you, what do you know about these
records ? Maybe we can clear the record up that way.

Mr. Wirrianms. The only thing I know is that Henry told me that he
had tried to send me some records, but they had comoe back through the
post office and the Chinese had inserted a note in the records that at
this time they were not accepting jazz into China and they had been
returned. But these records were not meant for broadcast to the troops.
They were being sent to me as a gift because I kept American records
also for my own use.

Mr. SourwinNe. Do you remember that Henry wrote you that he
had a new avenue of communications through the Egyptian Embassy
iél Qtt;uva, Canada, to Cairo, and then by the Red Chinese Embassy in

airo

Mr. Wirriams, No, I don’t remember that.

Mr. Sourwing. OK. Let me go back to some of the responses that
you made to the chairman at the beginning. You said you had asked
the Chinese for asylum in China. To whom did you address that re-
quest and how did you make it ? :

Mr. Wizriams. I made it through the Chinese Embassy in Havana.

Mr. SourwiNE, Was this a written request ? .

Mr. WirLiams. No. It was a vocal request because I had been to
China twice before, had been invited there as a guest on National Day,
and I just told them that I was having difficulty.

Mr. SourwINE. You just went to the Chinese Embassy ¢

Mr. WiLLiams, And asked them to forward my request to Peking,
that I was having difficulty in Havana and that 1 didn’t want to stay
there, wouldn’t be able to stay there, and that I would like to go to
China, at least for them to help me to leave Cuba.

Mr. SourwiNe. Now, you used the phrase, “The Cuban Govern-
ment kept me, maintained me, and gave me an allowance.” You re-
member you talked about the amount. It was first 300 and then 400
pesos. How did you receive that allowance? Was it given to you in
cash, and by whom ¢

Mr. WirLiams, It was given to me by cash, in cash. In fact, at first
it was given to me by an agency called the EKAP and that is the
International Institution of Friends of the People of the World, some-
times association. Then later I got the money from the county. The
400 came from—— ‘ ‘

Mr. SourwiNE. From the Cuban Communist Party ?

Mr. Wirriams. Cuban Communist Party headquarters.

Mllé Sourwine. Did that come to you by courier, by messenger, by
mai

Mr. WiLrLiams. No, I had to go get it each month. .

Mr. Sourwine. Where did you go, to party headquarters?

Mr. WirLiams. Well, actually it was the party headquarters—party
headquarters was also the government headquarters.

Mr. SoURWINE. Yes.

Mr. WiLrLiams. In the main office of the government. .

Mr. Sourwine. Now, you used the phrase “The woman who was
responsible for taking care of my affairs.” Who was that? Was it by
any chance Celia Sanchez?
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Mr. Wirtiams. No. It was a woman—also she wasn’t responsible,
but I did have access to see her, but it was a woman called Yolanda
Perez who was the

Mr. SourwiNE. Yolanda Perez?

Mr. Wirniams. Yes. The head of EKAP, one of the officials, and
also was a party member.

Mr. SourwiNe. That was before you were getting the money directly
from the party.

Mr. WirLiaMs. Yes.

Mr. SourwiNE. Now, you used the phrase, “I was for the support
of the Constitution.” You were talking about what you had written
in ycur publications ?

Mr, WirrLiams. Yes.

Mr. Sourwine. Can you find for the record an example or perhaps
two examples of material that you wrote which refers to supporting
the Constitution of the United States?

Mr. Wiriams. Well, yes.

Mr. Sourwine. This is not a challenge. I only suggest it in your own
interest, that it might be helpful if you offer that for the record.

Mr. WirLiams. Well, yes. In fact, in most of the publications that T
wrote it was complaints against the fact that the Constitution was not
enforced and even when I wrote one—I wrote an essay on the potential
of a minority revolution, and in this potential of a minority revolution
I went into some of the suffering of our people and I also went into the
fact that the Constitution of the United States was being violated and
unless the Constituticn was respected, and then I started to explain
what could happen.

There was a possibility of uprising, of revolution, and I said for
the benefit of those arrogant people who feel secure in their arrogance,
that this is the way a minority revolution could bring about the de-
struction of the United States. And I set out to explain it.

Mr. Sourwine. Well, if you can find in your writings the piece you
are now referring to, or any other piece which you feel was directed
toward supporting the Constitution of the United States, would you
offer it for the record when you are in the process of correcting your
testimony?

' May that, if provided, go in the record at this point, Mr. Chairman ¢

Senator TrHUrMOND. Without objection. ‘

(The document requested had not been received when publication
went to press.) |

Mr. SourwiNe. Now, you spoke of your films—your publication
coming to the United States directly from China through the mails.

Mr. WirnLiasms. Yes,

. ‘Mr. SourwiNE. Addressed to whom?

Mr. WiLLiams. To book stores, to university campuses.

M. SourwiNg. Addressed to all the distribution centers?

Mr. WirLiaas. Yes. All over the country.

Mr. Sourwing. Would you address it ?

Mr. WmLLiams. Well, yes.

h{{r. So;mwmn. And then you would, what—put it in mail bags or

ackages :

P Mr, WirrLiams. Well, actually, I put it in packages at my house.
+ Mr. Sourwing. And then it was picked up there?
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Mr. WiLLianms. Picked up.

Mr. SourwiINE. And was mailed ?

Mr, WiLLianms. Yes.

Mr. SourRwINE. So any postage was paid by the government ?

Mr. WirLiams. Yes.

o x\gr.z SourwiNe. Right. Then you say you paid the postage from
uba ?

Mr. WiLLianms. Yes.

Mr. SourwinE. How many of these packages did you usually ship?
Twenty? Thirty ?

My, Wirnians. In the beginning, in Cuba, I first started to put out
2,000 copies, and then before I left Cuba I was putting out about, I
think, 15,000 or 16,000 copies. Then, when I went to China, I started
putting out 30,000 and the last one was 40,000 copies.

My, SourwiNe. They were printed, of course, in China.

Mr. WinLrams. Yes.

My. SourwiNe. Were they printed at government expense?

Mr. WiLuiams. Well, yes. Actually, the workers had volunteered—
the workers who worked in the print shop volunteered to do this. Also
they had—they knew I had a publication in the United States and
they said that they wanted to support us, the black people in America,
and they thought——

Mzr. SouvrwiNE. This was the Chinese printers?

Mr. WiLLiaxs, Printers, yes.

Mr. Sourwine. And you didn’t pay anything for the use of the print
shop, the ink, the paper.

Mr. WiLLianms. No.

Mr. SourwiNg. The type, and so forth ?

Mr. WirLiams. No.

Mr. SourwiNe. All right. From Cuba, when you were sending 2,000
copies, what did the postage amount to, do you remember ?

Mr. WirLianms, Well, at different times, because it depended on how
long the newsletter was and how thick the paper was—we didn’t get
the same type of paper all the time and we didn’t have the same length,
but I don’t know. I might could get some of the old deals, but I don’t
know, don’t remember.

Mr. Sovrwink. You don’t remember what you had to pay for
postage ?

Mr. WiLLiayms. No.

Mzr. SovrwiNE. Do you know what the postage is on one paper from
Cuba to the United States?

- Mr. Wirntanms. Well, we sent them, I think it was second class, sec-
ond or third class, and I think it was about 6 cents or something like
that, just a few pennies because it was 14 cents for an air mail first
class. But we sent it, I think, third class, or something.

Mr. SourwINE. Just a few pennies per copy.

Mr. WirLiaMs. Yes.

Mr. SourwiNe. Maybe two or three.

Mr. WiLriams. Yes.

Mr. SovrwiNE, If you had 2,000 and it was only 2 cents, that would
cost you $40.

Mr. WiLLtams. Yes.

Mvr. SourwiNE. Is that about what it cost ?

453-159—T71—pt. 1——0
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$73Ir. WiLrrams. Between that and sometimes it cost me as much as

Mr. SourwiNE. You put it out how often?

Mr. WirLiams. Well, in the beginning I was putting it out every
month, but then after that I just started getting it out at my conven-
ience, whenever I could get it out.

Mr. SourwiNe. It must have been quite a drain when you were get-
ting 800 pesos and you were putting out 16,000 copies.

Mr. WirLiams. Yes, but I didn’t have to pay for any of my expenses,
didn’t have to pay for electric lights, didn’t have to pay for gas, didn’t
have to pay for gasoline for my car, didn’t have to pay for the car.

Mr. Sourwine. But 16,000 at 2 cents each is $320—320 pesos but that
is 20 pesos more than you were getting.

Mr. WrLLiams. Yes, but sometimes it was lighter, plus I used to get
money from Bohemia magazine. I wrote a series of articles and they
helped me.

Mr. SourwiNg. Are the mails open and free between Cuba and the
United States?

Mr. Wiriams. Well, I wouldn’t say they are open because some-
times I used to receive letters that might be 6 months old and some-
times they came in a matter of a few days. Sometimes the letters would
have been opened. I don’t know who opened them and what side had
opened them.

Mr. Sourwing. Are the mails open and free between Red China and
the United States as far as you know ¢ ,

Mr. Winiams., Well, yes. In fact, the letters came in and out of
China better than they did in and out of Cuba. »

Mr. SourwiNe. How do they %o from Red China to get into the
stream in the non-Communist world ¢ Do they go through Hong Kong,
or what?

Mr. Wirriams., Through Hong Kong.

Mr. Sourwine. Through Hong Kong. Do you remember making an
]q{fer to@place the film of your Chinese visit in the Howard University

1rary ¢

Mr. Winrtans. Yes. I placed it there.

Mr. SourwiNEe. You told us that was one of several places where
you put it. Another was the University of North Cavolina.

Mr. WirLiaMs. Yes, and I think they have got a copy also at
Vanderbilt.

Mr. SourwiNE. At Vanderbilt University ?

Mr. WrLrraxs. The Teacher’s College there. I don’t remember what
they call it.

Mr. Sourwine. When you offered your film to Howard University,
was it offered just to the university by name or was there some person
there to whom you sent it ¢

Mr. Wirriams. No. Only to the library. I offered it to the library.

Mr. Sourwine. Did you know the person to whom you addressed
it before you sent it ?

Mr. WicLiams. No, sir, I didn’t know the person. I didn’t even know
who the librarian was.

Mr. SourwinNe. Apparently the librarian is Joseph H. Reason. I
show you a letter addressed to you on the stationery of Howard Uni-
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versity dated December 20, 1967, and ask if that is a letter you received.
Mr. Witriams, Yes. This is the letter I received.
Mr. Sourwine. Mr. Chairman, may this go in the record at this
point ? It is counsel’s exhibit 8.
Senator Tuuramonp. Without objection.
(The document marked “Exhibit No. 8” follows:)

BxaisiTr No. 8
HowARrp UNIVERSITY,
Washington, D.C., December 20, 1967.

Mr. ROBERT WILLIAMS,
1 Tai Chi Chang,
Peking, China,
DEAR MR. WILLIAMS : We have received the documentary film “Robert Williams
in China.” Many thanks to you for presenting this fiim to our library.

Sincerely yours,
JosepH H. REASON,

Director of University Librarics.

Mr. SourwiNE. Now, how did you happen to send a copy of your
documentary film on your visit to China to the University of North
Carolina Library ¢

Mr. WiLriaas, Because they have what they call a North Carolina
Collection and before I left North Carolina, when I lived there, I had
a newsletter and I had also contributed to magazines, and in this North
Carolina Collection, it is a collection of people, natives of North
Carolina, and their writings.

This special collection in the library is a place where they preserve
all of the writings of citizens of North Carolina and they ha({ started
this before I left North Carolina. And so they had asked that I send
copies of everything that I had written, anything I had to do with.

So when I got to China and made this film, 1 offered them a copy
and they took a copy for the North Carolina Collection.

Mr. SourwiNE. I will show you two letters addressed to you and
dealing with the subject matter. Are these letters you receiveg ?

Mr. WirLiaMs. Yes.

Mr. Sourwine, Mr. Chairman, may these letters, exhibit 12, go in
the record at this point ?

Senator Trurmonp. Without objection.

(The documents marked “Exhibit No. 12” follow :)

BExaIBiT No. 12

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA,
Chapel Hill, N.C., January 4, 1967.
Mr. RoBERT F. WILLIAMS,
9 Tat Chi Ohang,
Peking, China.

DEAR MR. WiLrL1AMS : Your letter of December 15 to Mr. Stevenson, a member
of our staff, has been handed to me for reply.

We are most anxious to have a copy of the documentary filmed during your
visit to China in 1964-65, and I am trying to find out what we must do to have
it admitted. If necessary, of course, we will pay the fee charged by the United
States Government. .

Please give me a little time at this end, but do go ahead with whatever you cpu
do there about getting a print of the film for us. As soon as I have any instiuc-
tions about sending it I will write you.

Very truly yours,
WrILLIAM 8. PowELl, iibrarian.
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA,
Chapel Hill, N.C., July 3, 1967.
Mr. ROBERT F. WILLIAMS, ' .
9 Tai Chi Chang,
Pelking, Ohina. :

DEAR MR. WILLIAMS : The film 1s now safely in the North Carolina Collection.
It arrived at the Raleigh-Durham airport on the 19th. When I went to the
Customs Office in Durham to pick it up, I was told that I would have to have a
release from the airlines office at the airport. I was unable to go until Friday
afternoon, and today atnoon I picked up the film in Durham.

I am pleased to have it for the research resources of the North Carolina Col-
lection, and I am grateful 'to you for making it available to us. We have scheduled
a “preview” showing next Tuesday afternoon at 3 o'clock to which interested
members of the faculty will be invited: One of them has recently been in Mongolia,
and 1 am told that he will be especially interested in seeing your film. Professors
who teach Chinese history, of course, will also be present.

At your suggestion Prof. Stewart E. Fraser of George Peabody College for
Teachers in Nashville, Tennessee, has written me about borrowing the film ¢to
show his classes this fall. I know no reason why he should not have it.

Ny thanks again for your generosity in letting us have this film.

Very truly yours,
WILLIAMS 8. POWELL,

Mr. SourwiNng. Now, to whom else did you offer this film?

Mr. WiLniams. I had offered a copy to the Schoenberg Collection in
the New York Public Library, but then they asked me for it and the
Chinese told me that they didn’t have any more copies. So they had
run out of copies.

Mr. Sourwine. You didn’t place it in any other university libraries,
then?

Mr. Wirniams. No. I don’t—I didn’t place it in any. It may be in
some others, though, because I understand that Progressive Labor had
a copy or some copies that they got regularly from some place, maybe
from China,

Mr. Sourwine. Well, I call your attention to this photocopy of a
letter to you from a Mr. Stewart Fraser, divector of the International
Center, George Peabody College for Teachers. He apparently was
much interested in the back issues of the Crusader.

Did you send him a copy of the film for that university, or offer
him one?

Mr. Wivniays. Yes, I offered him one. This is the school at Vander-
bilt I was talking about. This is the teachers’ college.

Mr. SourwiNe. I see.

Mr. Wirriayms. And T offered him a copy but the Chinese didn’t
have any at that time and I suggested——

Mr. SourwiNE. I see.

Mr. Winntans. I suggested that he get it from the University of
North Carolina and he wrote me and said that he had—they had
allowed him to copy the film from the University of North Carolina.

Mr. SOURWINE. ?see.

Mr. Chairman, may this go in the record at this point. It is Counsel’s
Ixhibit No. 9. ‘

Senator THurMoxND. Without objection.

Mr. Sourwixe. Thank you, sir.

(The document marked “Exhibit 9” follows:)
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Exuisir No. 9

GEORGE PEABODY COLLEGE FOR TEACHERS,
Nashville, Tenn., May 15, 1967.
Mr. RoeerT K. WILLIAMS,
1 Tai Chi Chang,
Peking, China.

DEAR MR, WiLLrams : I have received with interest a copy of your newsletter,
The Crusader, Yol. 8, No. 8, March, 1967. I would appreciate it if I could receive
a complete back issues of the previous volumes of The Crusader for our Peabody
International Center. We are endeavoring to collect material on a world-wide
basis which has relevance for international and comparative education as they
relate to the Social Sciences.

I note with interest your presentation in The Crusader, and though there is
much in it with which I am not fully in either sympathy or understanding, I do
recognize that it represents a viewpoint with which I am becoming more familiar.
Agalin, if it will be possible to receive back issues of The Crusader, 1 will be appre-
ciative. We are already making a systematic study of materials from China, and
I have two books on the topic which may be of interest to you, namely, Chinese
Communist Education: Records of the First Decade, John Wiley and Sons, 1966,
542 pp., in paperback, and our own Center's publication, M ao Tse-tung's Quota-
tions; The Red Guards’ Handbook, Peabody International Center, 1967, 330 pp.
I am enclosing a publicity flyer on these books in case they are of interest to you
and your colleagues.

‘You might be able to inform me as to the possibilities of being able to visit
China to see schools and universities. I am President-elect (1968) of the Com-
varative Education Society (U.S.A.) and would be most interested in obtaining
permission to make a one to three month educational visit to China—to both check
my previous writings and make adjustments if feasible and necessary to a new
current book I am writing entitled, Fducation and Communism in China:@ An
Anthology of Commentary and Analyses.

Yours faithfully, S - F
TEWART FRASER,

Director, International Center, Professor of International and Compara-
tive Education. :

Mr. SourwINE. Mr. Williams, you made an entry in your diary
on July 15, 1969, “Go to Chinese Embassy to pick-up film.”

Now, think back to that period of time. Can you tell us what film
that was? ' '

Mr. Wirrams. That is the same film. : -

Mrl. ZSOURWINE. That is this film you are talking about of your
travels? : -

Mr. Wirniams. No. The film for the Ninth Party Congress and the
film of the conflicts, the fighting on the Russian-Chinese border.

Mr. SourwiNE. Oh, yes. Those were the two you sent in.

Mr. Wiriams, That was the one that they used a portion of on
CBS not long ago.

Mr. SourwiNE. I see. You took those films and put them in the
mail yourself, did you? '

Mr. WiLLiams. Yes. I sent them air express from Tanzania to
Charlotte, N.C. : :

Mr. SourwiINE. That is, the film that you picked up on the 15th
at the Chinese Embassy is what you referred to in your diary entry
of July 19, “Take film to airport, gets it muiled with $20,000 insur-
ance, glad to get that over.”

Mr. Wivriams., Yes. -

Mzr. SourwiINE. And that is the film which did reach this country?

Mr. WiLLiams. Yes.

Mr. SourwiNE. To the television station you told us about

Mr. WiLLiams. Yes.



44

Mr. Sourwing. Mr. Chairman, we have reached almost the hour
of 5 o’clock. What is the chair’s pleasure? How late do you wish to
sit tonight ¢

Senﬁtor TaurMonDp. Well, we can stop any time convenient to
you all. o ‘

Mr. Sourwine. Well—

Senator TrurMoNnD. If you want to run 10 more minutes.

Mr. Sourwine. All right. Is that agreeable to you?

Mr. Wictiams. That is fine. A

Mr. SourwiNE. Did you have negotiations and correspondence with
an organization known as The Provisional Government of the Afri-
can-American Captive Nation?

Mr. Wirriams. Yes. When I was in Cuba.

Mr. SourwiNE. What is that organization, if you know?

Mr. WiLLiams., Well, I don’t know because there are a number of
these small groups in splinters and it is supposed to be a group that
is for self-determination, for separation, and they said they wanted
to establish a government of black people that would be a separate
government and a separate nation from the U.S. Government.

Mr. SourwiNe. Does that organization still exist?

Mr. Wirniams. I don’t think so. At least I haven’t heard anything
from it since. :

Mr. SourwinNe. How long has it been since you had any relation-
ship with the Provisional Government of the African-American Cap-
tive Nation ¢ : .

Mr, Wririams, Well, I think it was maybe 1968. I think it was—
the last T heard from a man in California who was supposed to be
one of the officials.

Mr. SourwiNE. You were, then, associated with that organization
for about 6 years?

Mr. WiLriams. Well, I was supposed to have been related with them
because, you see, there are two factions of it and I don’t know exact-
ly which one you are talking about now. There is one of a man in
California who lives in, I think, Los Angeles or one of the places
there, and then there is—there was another part of it in Philadelphia,
and in Philadelphia now I had contact with them in, I think, about
1964 or 1965 from Cuba.

Now, the other man in California, I had later contact with him.
I think it was after 1966 or while I was in China.

Mr. Sourwine. What was the organization you became prime min-
ister of # Wasu’t it the Provincial Government of the African-Amer-
ican Captive Nation? ,

Mr. WiLLiams. Yes, but that was from Philadelphia, I think.

Mr. Sourwine. I see. ‘

Mr. WiLLiams. It has some of the same people in it.

Mr. SourwiNE. I will show you first a letter on the letterhead of
the Provisional Government of the African-American Captive Nation
marked from the Office of the President and addressed to you in
Havana, dated November 25, 1962, from New York City, and, second,
an attachment which purports to have been included with the letter,
gecla'ration of Self-Determination of the African-American Captive

ation,




45

| I agk if that is something that you received. Did you get that
etter?

Mr., Wirrians. Yes. I think I received it. ,

Mr. Sourwine. Now, did this letter include, when you received it,
this brochwre on the Provincial Government of the African-Amer-
ican Captive Nation ¢

Mr. WirLiams. Yes, I think that was in the same letter.

Mr. SourwiNe. You were familiar with that?

Mr, WiLLiams. Yes,

Mr. Sourwing. Did you, in fact, become Prime Minister of this
Provincial Government of the African-American Captive Nation?

Mr. WinLianms, Yes. I accepted it, but then it was after I accepted
it, it was broadcast on the radio and it came out on the wire services
from this country and this is when I first started having a break with
the Cuban Government. Then the Cuban party called me in and told
me that, asked me not to participate in that because they had a big
black population in Oriente and if they came out in support of this
and if they showed interest in, then the black people in Oriente Prov-
ince may want to do the same thing. So this was—I wasn’t able to
follow through with that.

Mr. SourwiNE. You were for a time. About how long were you
Prime Minister of the Provisional Government of the African-
American Captive Nation? o

Mr. WiLriams. Well, as far as participating or being active, never,
but I had just agreed and as soon as I agreed to become that, the
Prime Minister, then it went out on the news and this is how the
Cuban Government got it. ,

Mr. SourwiNe. I see. So it was just a short time? A few days? A
few weeks?

Mr. WiLLiams, Just a—I suppose a few weeks. )

Mr. SourwiNE. When you accepted that position as Prime Minister
of the Provisional Government og the African-American Captive Na-
tion, did you subscribe to this declaration of self-determination ¢

Mr, WiLLiams, Well, some of it, but the main thing was that I was
having a fight in Cuba with the U.S. Communist Party and the U.S.
Communist Party’s position was with the Cubans that I didn’t really
have any following in the United States, and they said that there
were no black peo %e in the United States who supported me and that
I wasn’t really a bona fide freedom fighter. In fact, they said I was
in exile because I had raped a 15-year-old girl, and so as a result of
this, this was a good break for me because it showed to the Cubans
that I did have support among the black people in America.

Mr. Sourwink. 1 call attention, Mr. Chairman, to the fact that the
conclusion of this declaration is the following three paragraphs:

Be it further resolved, that all land south of the Mason-Dixon Line where our
people constitute the majority, be partitioned to:establish a territory for self-
government for the African nation in the USA; and : :

Be it further resolved, that the United States Government take full responsi-
bility for training our people for self-government in all of its ramifications; and
.-Be it finally resolved, that the Provisional Government of the African-Amer-
ican Captive Nation be recognized by the Government of the United States
as of now. ‘ : : ,

Did you consider that to be the nature of a petition or in the nature
of a proclamation?
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Mr. Wiriams. Well, I considered it as both. Proclamation pro-
claiming to the people to actually arouse the people, the black people,
to get them to think along this line, and a petition to the Government
to accept this position and also to give assistance in bringing it about.

Mr. SourwiNe. Now, when I showed you this material before, did
you notice also this letter of June 7, 1963, addressed to you as Prime
Minister? Did you—do you remember receiving that letter?

Mr. WiLLiams. Yes, I remember receiving it.

Mr. SourwiNE. Does that shed any further light on éyour recollection
with respect to how long you were Prime Minister ¢

Mr. WirLiams. No, because as a result of that they didn’t realize
in this country that that position was not supported nor approved
by the Cuban Government.

Mr. Sourwine. I see.

Mr. WiLLianms. So this is why they would continue to write without
realizing it.

Mr. SourwiNe. You mean they still thought you were Prime Min-
ister because they badn’t been told yet that the Cubans wouldn’t let
you be; is that right.?

Mr. WirLiams. That is right.

Mr. SouvrwiNe. Mr. Chairman, may this correspondence, exhibit 37,
go in the record ? ‘

Senator Truraonp. Without objection.

(The documents marked “Exhibit 837” ‘ollows:)

ExHisit No. 37

DECLARATION OF SELF-DETERMINATION OF THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN CAPTIVE NATION
PROCLAIMED AT THE CENTENNIAL OF THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION

We, The People of the African American Captive Nation, being the victims
of trespass vi et armis, and genocide, as defined by the United Nations Organiza-
tion, in these United States, hereby issue this proclamation of our grievances,
position, and aims germane to our welfare and survival.

Whereas, the Magna Carta which proclaimed liberty for the people of Great
Britain, and whose important and comprehensive clauses were incorporated in
the Constitution of the United States did not free us, nor the Declaration of
Independence, nor its Amendments and

Whercas, neither the Bill of Rights, nor the Emancipation Proclamation, nor
the Civil Rights Legislation, nor the United Nations Charter, with its universal
Declaration of Human Rights brought us liberty; and ’

Whercas, to our oppressed. people has fallen the burden of duty and obliga-
tions to this government without rights, which is a strange phenomenon in the
annals of world history and

Whereas, the unjustified and immoral policy of the U.S. Government enslaved
our people and forced from them unrequited labor for centuries of toil, and
now brazenly ignores the demand of our people for restitution, while at the same
time wooing our brothers and sisters in Afr#a, Asia and Latin America with
their Peace Corps, surreptitious aid, and a veneer of liberalism which we must
vehemently condemn as hypoceritcal and deceptive ; and C .

- Whereas, the United States Government has had 100 years since the Emanci+
pation Proclamation was signed and still she has not brought freedom and jus:
tice to us; L ‘ ' :

We, the African captives in this conntry, see in the United States an'implac:
able enemy who has subverted every constructive measure that would remove
the yoke of imperialism from our people. ' ‘

We therefore, at the conclusion of the Centennial of the Emancipation Proc-
lamation, commend ourselves to, and adopt the provisions of the Declaration of
Independence of the United States as apropos to our special needs, which states;
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When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people
to dissolve the political bonds which have connected them with another, and to
assume, among the powers of earth, the separate equal station to which the
laws of nature and of nature’s God entitles them, a decent respect for the opinions
of mankind requires that they should declare causes which impel them to the
separation. We hold these truths to be self evident that all men are created
equal: That they are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights:
That among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure
these rights Governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers
from the consent of the governed: That whenever any form of government be-
comes destructive of these ends it is the right of the people to alter or abolish
it, and to institute a new government, laying its foundation on such principles,
and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to
affect their safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed, wil' Jictate that govern-
ments long established should not be changed for light an? transient causes:
And accordingly, all experience hath shown that mankind «re more disposed to
suffer, while evils are sufferable than to right themselves by abolishing the forms
to which they are accustomed ; but when a long train of abuses and usurpations,
pursuing invariably the same object evinces a design to reduce them under abso-
lute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such government,
and to provide new guards for their future security.

To paraphrase; we declare that such has been the patient suffering of our
people and such is now the necessity which constrains us to demand Seif Deter-
mination, based upon the principles of the Declaration of Independence. The
history of this government is a history of repeated injuries which has aroused
even our praying people who were considered pacitic, somnolent, and self-
satisfied. To prove the absolute tyranny over us let the facts be submitted to a
candid world.

Therefore, be it resolved, that this powerful nation (The United States of
America), that was built with the unrequitted slave labor of our African an-
cestors, be as magnimonious as it is great, and relieve our oppression with
restitution; and

Be it further resolved that all land south of the Mason Dixon line where our
people constitute the majority, be partitioned to establish a territory for Self-
Government for the African nation in the U.S.A.; and

Be it further resolved that the United States Government take full respon-
sibility for training our people for self-government in all of its ramifications,
and

Be it finally resolved that the Provisional Government of the African American
Captive Nation be recognized by the Government of the United States as of
now.

(Signed) TrE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF
THE AFRICAN-AMERICAN CAPTIVE NATION.
January, 1063.
THE GREAT AFRICAN NATIONALIST
INDEPENDENCE-PARTITION PARTY OF NORTH AMERIOCA,
New York, N.Y., June 7, 1963.
His Excellency, Mr. ROBERT WILLIAMS, ’
Prime Minister of the Provisional Government of the African-American Captive
Nation, Havana, Cuba. )

MBR. PRIME MINISTER, YOUR EXCELLENCY : Your acceptance of the office of Prime
Minister of the Provisional Government was met with great jubilation. We have
just concluded the emergency conference called to consider your acceptance, and
to plan our future activities. Among the major points of discussion was the
obligation we felt as a Party with you as a leader, to press for the dismissal of
the United States Government’s charges against you. We are interested in
knowing what you would like us to do in this respect. Since we have been par-
ticipating in a general sense in several demonstrations for others involved in
the Monroe case. However we feel that your particular case should be more
sharply focused considering your new position in world affairs. So that at the
proper time you may be able to return to us as head of our Government.

The second major point considered was the question of my applying for a
visa to visit.with you. I am proceeding to make such application.
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Another point raised was the question of Party discipline, criticism, and self-
discipline. The extreme importance of a working knowledge of African culture,
since we must not make the mistake of remaining Anglo-Saxonized and organiz-
ing western type institutions with western ideological standards as the basis
of our new social order. To this end we have adopted the Yoruba culture (called
Lukumi in Cuba) as the foundational pattern of our nation. You may have
ample opportunity to investigate aspects of this culture through associations
with that order of Cuban soclety known as the ‘Santeros’, who while producing
a veneer of Roman Catholicism, are essentially African. As a Santero myself
(first American initiated at Matanzas, 1959) we have made immense strides in
‘purifying’ the culture and extending it here.

There were 18 people present at this conference representing the states of
New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania.

Another point was that land has been offered us in South Carolina, and it
has been decided that our point of concentration will become South Carolina
rather than New York in approximately 18 months.

We are also participating in a very broad conference of nationalists to be
held at Rockland Palace 29th and 30th of June, to discuss the theme of “Integra-
tion or Non-integration” and ways and means of winning the support of the
uncommitted African-American.

We shall establish here a cabinet of ministers, however we should be inter-
ested to know which ministries you consider necessary. It is our fecling also,
that the ministers of public relations and finance should be chosen by you there
in Cuba, as we fully agree with you that possibilities for world coverage and
international support are more available there. As you wish, the seat of govern-
ment will remain in the U.S.A.

Another point of discussion was that we are considering running candidates
for local offices at established election periods as a strategem for raising the
issue of separation, and as a periodic test of Party strength.

We are now anxious to begin our campaign to inform the public of your ac-
ceptance, and are considering a mass meeting to be held in New York where a
statement from you could be presented, and printed for wide distribution. For
sharper success we need pictures of you with African delegates, the Chinese
and others sympathetic to our cause. Our Party leaders have adopted as their
official attire at public forums and appearances the ‘Agbada’ suit of the Nige-
rians, since the ancestry of most of our people is traceable to that region. A
brimless black hat with the Party insignia pinned to the right side is the official
headgear for all Party members on all occassions. For street demonstrations and
Party ballyhoo we must have pictures of you wearing the Party cap and if pos-
sible some in our national dress. Such an image reflects the cultural emancipa-
tion of the African nationalist.

We are happy to report that the Party and its objectives received its first
television exposure on the program ‘New York Report’ as a result of its partici-
pation with several nationalist groups in a street demonstration at the appear-
ance of Governor Wallace of Alabama in New York.

‘We have also received exposure on WDAS in Pennsylvania.

We assume now that you will call a press conference, and we are anxiously
awaiting your official announcement to the world of the formation of the Provi-
sional Government of the African-American Captive Nation. The objective of
which is to establish an African Peoples’ Republic in a 13 state reglon in the
Southeast corner of the United States. Your election as Prime Minister, and the
policies of your Government are supported in the United States by the African
Nationalist Independence-Partition Party, a locally organized and led political
movement composed of African-Americans dedicated to the abolition of White
domination over the black masses in the United Stateés. The Party has no desire
to overthrow the Government of the United States, but merely seeks an imple-
mentation of the right of separation and self-governmeut provided for in the
Preamble to the United States Declaration of Independence,

Mr. Prime Minister, we wish you every success. )

Yours in the name of the Party, the African-American People, and the African
Peoples’ Republie,

GI1ZENGA LATUNYY,
(Also known as ‘Serje Khing).
OLUWA,
Ohief of the African Nationalist Independence-Partition Party.
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Mr. SourwiNE. This is a good stopping point.

Senator Trursonp. We will stop now and—we are going to recess
now until 10:30 tomorrow morning.

(Whereupon, at 5:10 p.n., the subcommittee recessed, to recon-
vene at 10 :30 a.m., on Tuesday, February 17,1970.) (Prior to February
17, 1970, the meeting scheduled for that date was cancelled. The sub-
committee stood in recess until Tuesday, March 24,1970.)



APPENDIX
SEPTEMBER 16, 1969.

TWA RyPoRT ON TRANSPORTATION OF ROBERT F. WILLIAMS, LLONDON TO DETROIT,
SEPTEMBER 12, 1969

The purpose of this memorandum is to report in chronological order the events
which culminated in TWA's transportation of Mr., Robert F. Williams from
London to Detroit on September 12.

The events described below disclose that TWA on its own responsibility de-
termined that the transportation of Mr. Williams in the normal course on a
regulariy scheduled flight would or might be inimical to safety of flight and
that for this reason TWA refused to transport Mr. Williams when he presented
himself in London on September 7. This decision by TWA was authorized under
Section 1111 of the Federal Aviation Act of 1958 and was in TWA’s view con-
sistent with its duty to perform its services with the highest possible degree of
safety as provided in Section 601(b) of the Act. Thereafter, it was impiied in
certain newspaper accounts of TWA’s refusal to transport Mr, Williams that
safety was not the only comnsideration involved and that T'WA was somehow
participating in a scheme to deny Mr. Williamms his lawful right to enter the
United States. Certain of the accounts referred to Mr. Williams in the context
of a martyr for the cause of his political convictions and his sympathizers linked
TWA with the CIA and with “racism.” In these circumstances and in the light
of a request from the United States Government that we carry Mr. Williams it
was decided on September 10 to transport Mr. Williams to his desired destina-
tion in a manner which would not compromise safety. TWA offered, and Mr.
Williams accepted, transportation on a special flight without other revenue pas-
sengers, save Mr. Williams’ attorney. This flight, operated by TWA supervisory
personnel, arrived in Detroit at 11 :55 a.m., I2.8.T., September 12,

A chronicle of the events preceding the September 12 flight follows:

On August 28, the FBI office in Detroit advised TWA that Mr. Williams would
be returning to Detroit on a TWA flight from London and that a civil disturbance
could be anticipated on his arrival in Detroit. The FRI further pointed out that
upon the earlier arrival of Mr, Williams’ wife numbers of people had surrounded
the aireraft while Mrs., Williams was disembarking,

The FBI asked if TWA could park the airplane at a distance away from the
main terminal and off-load Mr. Williams at that point. The Detroit Manager
said he could not do this on his own authority and that he would have to obtain
permission from the head office in New York., This request for permission made
TWA headquarters initially aware of the Williams case.

On August 29, a TWA aircraft bound from the United States to Athens and
Tel Aviv was hijacked over Brindisi, Italy, by ¢ roung man and young woman
who identified ."1emselves as members of the Che Guevara Commando Unit of the
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine. The aircraft was diverted to
Damascus, Syria, where the hijackers partially destroyed it with explosives after
the passengers and crew had been evacuated. The hijackers said their action was
to punish American imperialist aggressors.

Against this backdrop of events, TWA officials concluded that to carry Mr.
Williams as a passenger, in view of the FBI warnings and his previous travels
in Cuba and Communist China, might compromise the safety of the flight for
passengers and aircraft.

Under the Federal Aviation Act TWA has the duty to perform its services
with the “highest possible degree of safety”, Section 601(b), and is authorized
under Section 1111 of the Act to refuse transportation to a passenger when in
its opinion “such transportation would or might be inimical to safety of flight”.

Accordingly, TWA, acting under Section 1111 of the Act, decided not to carry
Mr. Williams, and F. C. Wiser, President of TWA, on August 29 authorized
a message to London to deny passage to Mr. Williams to the United States on a

(1)
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TWA flight. TWA’s decision not to carry Mr. Willinms was its own and was not
directed or encouraged by any agency of the U.S. Government.

TWJA’s involvement in the case appears to stem from the fact that another
airline made the reservation on TWA for Mr. Williams. The reservation was
not made under the name of Williams but under the name of “Franklin”. The
ticket for passage was issued by the other airline.

On August 29, an FBI agent advised TWA that Mr. Williams had not made
an anticipated connection and therefore probably would be delayed in his
attempt to reach Detroit from IL.ondon until September 6.

On September 3, TWA officials in London were advised by Heathrow Airport
officials that Mr. Williams had arrived and anticipated presenting himself for
passage to Detroit on Flight 791 of the 6th.

Loudon Airport officials asked TWA if it were planning to carry Mr. Williams
and were advised that TWA did not plan to carry Mr. Williams, It is under-
stood that these officials subsequently asked PAA if it would carry Mr. Willlams
and were advised that PAA would not.

Later, Mr. McCrae, legal attache to the U.S. Embassy in Iondon, contacted
first Mr. Enright, TWA Security Manager in London and subsequently Mr. T. I\
Huntington, a TWA vice president, who was in Paris. TWA continued to indi-
cate that under the circumstances. TWA was unwilling to carry Mr. Williams
from London to Detroit except under conditions which TWA officials suggested
to Mr. McCrae as follows:

The first was that TWA would carry Mr. Williams from London to New York
on Friday night, September 5, there still being almost three hours before the
departure of the last flight to New York provided that Mr. McCrae accompany
Mr. Williams as escort and that TWA provide additional escort service at its
own expense, which it was prepared to do. In addition, TYWA offered to arrange
transportation for Mr., Williams' lawyer to New York to meet Mr. Williams on
arrival early in the morning of September 6.

The alternate was that TWA would arrange transportation for Mr. Williams’
lawyer to come to London to meet Mr. Williams and have Mr. Williams surrender
to U.S. custody at the U.S. Embassy, in which case TWA would then be prepared
to carry Mr. Williams under suitable guard to a destination in the United States
at a time of TWA's choosing to avoid possibility of encountering civil disturb-
ances at the destination.

Mr. McCrae advised that as of the time he learned of this first proposal Mr.
Williams had already been placed in protective custody in a British prison anad
that it was impossible to effect all the coordination necessary to utilize the Sep-
tember 5 flight to New York. It is TWA’s understanding that Mr., McCrae indi-
cated that he did not believe that Mr. Williams would accept any alternative
other than transportation directly to Detroit.

On Sunday, September 7, Mr. Willlams appeared at TWA's ticket counter at
London International Airport where he was advised by TWA's Deputy District
Manager, Mr. David Wookey, of TWA's decision to refuse transportation to the
United States, Mr. Willlams was accompanied by a representative of the U.S.
Department of State and two agents of Scotland Yard. On being advised that
he would not be authorized to travel on TWA to the United States, Mr. Willlams
threatened suit against TWA.

In view of the foregoing circumstances, the Department of State was advised
on September 9 that TWA would consider carrying Mr. Williams from a foreign
country to the United States only under the following condtions:

1. That TWA receive an official written request to such effect from the
appropriate department in the U.S. Government,
2. That Mr. Williams travel in the custody of appropriate U.S. Government

officials, and
3. That the time, port of entry and aireraft be subject to the approval of

TWA.

Meanwhile, pressures against TWA'’s decision not to carry Mr. Willlams began
to mount from organizations and individuals identified with the black movement
and from editorials and columns in newspapers.

On the morning of September 10, the New York Times, a newspaper of extended
influence as the only full-size general circulation daily in New York City, carried
an editorial page column, “The Airline, by Franz Kafka", written by Anthony
Lewis from London. The column was critical of the airlines for their refusal to
carry Mr, Williams, although it did concede that “the airlines may be nervous
these days after all the contemptible examples of hijacking”. (See Article A in
attached news clippings.)



4
k

83

In the afternoon of September 10, a group of black pickets staged a noisy
demonstration against TWA on the sidewalk in front of the airlines terminal
building opposite Grand Central Station, Their signs and literature said in effect,
“TWA Refuses Flight to Black Men” . ... “Don’t Fly TWA Today or Ever”....
They chanted “TWA-CIA” and “TWA-Racist.

At this juncture, it became apparent that the safety considerations which
had governed TWA’s action in refusing to carry Mr. Williams were being over-
looked and that TWA was being unjustly accused and its motives impugned.

Also, in the late afternoon of September 10, TWA'’s office in London was advised
by the U.S. Embassy in London that it had received word from the Department of
of State as follows: *. . . please inform TWA that we would greatly appreciate
their cooperation in effecting the transport of Willinms from London to U.S.”

In the evening of September 10, TWA officials met in New York and agreed
that TWA should comply with the State Department request, providing that a
procedure could be found which would not compromise safety, inasmuch as TWA
had become the focal point of special pressures which showed signs of increasing
rather than abating. During the course of the meeting, it was learned also that
Mr. Milton Henry, attorney for Mr. Williams, had departed that evening from
Detroit to London.

At first, the possibility was considered of bringing Mr. Williams back the fol-
lowing day on Flight 791, which operates non-stop from London to Detroit.
Inasmuch as the government had not agreed to provide guards en route, it was
decided for reasons of safety that Mr. Williams’ transportation be accomplished
on a special flight, if available, without other revenue passengers except for
Mr. Williams and his attorney, Mr. Henry. This decision was considered con-
sistent with Federal Aviation Act requirements to operate with the ‘“highest
possible degree of safety”.

TWA’s intention to carry out this action was announced to the press in London
at about 4 a.m. New York time September 11, following a conference in London
among Mr. Henry, shortly after his arrival from Detroit, Mr. Richard Tresise,
TWA Manager for the United Kingdom, and Mr. James Plinton, TWA official
from New: York.

Before the announcement of TWA'’s decision could appear in New York, the
New York Times appeared on September 11 with another editorial titled, “You
Can’t Come Home”. The editorial was critical of the airlines for having refused
to carry Mr. Williams and said “the denial of passage appears highly arbitrary,
a threat not only to Mr. Williams' right to travel on a common carrier but to
the right of all prospective air travelers”. (See Article B in attached news
clippings.)

At approximately 4:30 p.m. on September 11, a group supporting Mr. Williams,
accompanied by a press reporter and a photographer, came to the TWA executive
offices on the 42nd floor at 605 Third Avenue. They said T'WA had insulted their
nation, the Republic of New Africa, and demanded a public apology, also free
transportation for 35 of their number to Detroit and return on the following day,
to welcome Mr. Williams. They said Mr. Williams had been elected president of
their nation in absentia two years ago in Detroit and that Mr. Milton Henry was
first vice president. (See Article C in attached clippings.)

Meanwhile, on the operational front, TWA was making plans for the return
of Mr. Williams. With a minimum of added cost and inconvenience to others,
TWA was able to operate a special extra section flight to carry Mr. Williams.
This was done through the consolidation of two lightly booked westbound trans-
atlantic flights which freed an empty aircrait that in any event had to return to
the United States for scheduling purposes. The aircraft was flown to Detroit on
July 12 as Flight 6715, an extra secticii to Flight 791, with a volunteer super-
visory crew, Mr. Williams’ and Mr. Henry’s tickets were honored in the economy
section. Non-revenue TWA employee passengers aboard were Mr. Plinton, Mr.
Joseph McCormick, Manager of Security—New York, and Mr. John Enright of
London, Manager of Overseas Security.

The aircraft landed at Detroit's Wayne Major Airport at 11:55 a.m., E.S.T.
Approximately 50 law enforcement officers representing the Wayne County
sheriff’s office and the FBI were present on arrival, After the arrival, Mr. Wil-
liams was arrested and taken into custody by FBI agents.
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[From the New York Times, Sept. 10, 1969]
ARTICLE A
THE AIRLINES, BY FRANZ KAFKaA

(By Anthony Lewis)

J.ooxpoN.—In the 1950's the State Department forbade numerous Americans to
leave the United States on vague grounds of suspect beliefs or associations. Those
restraints on the freedom to travel were found unlawful by the Supreme Court
in 1958, and Congress has dec'ined to reimpose them.

Now it appears that an American abroad may be prevented from returning to
his own country—without any official ruling, without a reason or a hearing. That
is the threatened import of the mysterious case of Robert F. Williams.

To most peopte Williams would not be a sympathetic figure. He was a prema-
ture and therefore unromanticized advocate of black power. Eight years ago he
fled the United States when charged with kidnapping in a confused North Caro-
lina racial incident. Since then, from platforms in Havana and Hanol and Peking,
he has denounced American *‘racism,”

But Willlams’s uncongenial qualities have nothing much to do with the issues
of liberty posed by his present situation. The great cases that define freedom have
often involved unappealing characters.

The outline facts in Williams's case are as follows:

THE AIRLINES' REFUSAL

Last Friday Williams flew without incident to Loondon. But before he reached
the immigration control desk at London Airport, he was stopped by detectives,
searched painstakingly and taken off to a prison. He says he was not allowed to
see a lawyer or use a telephone.

At the same time Trans World Airlines said it would not honor his ticket to fly
to Detroit. The only explanation given by the airline, in a subsequent public state-
ment, was the non-explanatory one that his carriage ‘““would be inimical to the best
interests of T.W.A. and its passengers.”

Pan American also refused to fly Williams. Two non-American trans-Atlantic
carriers, BOAC and Air India, then took the same position.

On Saturday the American Embassy here in London said it could arrange to
have an escort accompany Williams home. This was evidently to settle any con-
cern about violent behavior by Williams on the flight, but the airlines did not
change their position.

Sunday, still without giving Williams any recourse to a lawyer, British officials
took him to the airport and prepared to put him on a United Arab Airlines plane
for Cairo. But the plane happened to hit a truck, and the flight was canceled.
Williams went back to prison.

The next day he was brought to the airport for the Cairo flight again. But by
now interested persons knew of his situation and intervened. In the presence of
two lawyers, a civil liberties organization spokesman and two American friends
Williams protested that he had never been in Cairo in his life and would have to be
taken there by force.

CONSPIRACY OR NOT

Five minutes before the plane left, British officlals dropped the idea of putting
him on it. Except for the improbable accident at the airport on Sunday, and the
outside intervention on his behalf, he would have been in Cairo by now.

Williams blames his troubles on the Central Intelligence Agency. One unhysteri-
cal Englishman who is trying to help him maintains that there are signs of
C.I.A. interference.

Those who instinetively reject the conspiratorial view of life will discount the
C.I.A. charge. The trouble is that the alternative is not very pleasant either. It is
that the airlines flying the Atlantic have somehow simultaneously decided not
to fly a particular passenger back to his own country, with the result that he
cannot get there. And Britain, at the same time, does its best to send the man in
the other direction without any legal proceeding.

It is easy to understand why airlines may be nervous these days, after all the
contemptible examples of hijacking. But very few passengers would go on a
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planet “('lith as much assurance against such behavior as Williams—searched and
escorted.

Personally, Williams may be seen as a disreputable outcast or as a man now
willing to pay for his errors. But his character is not the point. Any American
might try to Imagine himself abroad and blandly told by every airline that he
cannot fly home—for unstated reasons, perhaps at some government agency's
i;lbslpiration and perhaps not, with no way to find out and no one officially respon-
sible,

[From the New York Times, Sept. 11, 1969]
ARTICLE B

You CaN't CoME HOME

Robert F. Williams is a black militant who fled this country eight years ago to
avold a charge of kidnapping in his home town of Monroe, N.C. Since then he has
preached violent revolution in the United States from such places as Cuba, Com-
munist China, North Vietnam and Africa.

The prospect of Mr, Williams'’s return to face charges still pending against him
and perhaps to preach his gospel of hate cannot be comforting to those respon-
sible for civil order in the country—nor, indeed, to anyone concerned for the
peaceful integration of American society. Nevertheless, Mr. Williams as an
American citizen is entitled to come home and have his day in court. The State
Department recognized that right when it issued him a one-way passport for the
return trip. :

The refusal of four international airlines—two of them American—to carry
Mr. Williams from Britain to the United States, therefore, should be a matter of
concern to every American. The airlines base their refusal on the statutory right
to turn down passengers who may be “inimical to the safety of flight.” In view of
Mr. Williams's reputation for violence—at least in his utterances—and the recent
wave of hijackings, the carriers’ caution is understandable.

But Mr. Williams is not a convicted criminal and he had been searched thor-
oughly for arms by British authorities. He was not a potential fugitive but & man
who was trying to return to this country. In these circumstances, the denial of
passage appears highly arbitrary, a threat not only to Mr. Williams’s right to
travel on a common carrier but to the right of all prospective air travelers.
Neither the security of air travel nor that of the United States is going to be
enhanced by making a martyr out of this militant.

[From the New York Times, Sept. 12, 1969]
ArtICLE C

BrAck NATIONALIST RETURNING TO U.S.; T.W.A. REscinDps ITs DecisioN Not To
TRANSPORT WILLIAMS

LoxpoN, September 11.—Robert F. Williams, the American black nationalist
held here since Friday, is scheduled to fly to Detroit tomorrow morning.

Trans World Airlines, which had refused to carry him as a passenger, changed
its position today. A spokesman said it had done so “in response to a request
from the United States Government.”

M.W.A. will provide a special flight for Mr. Williams alone, or posstbly accom-
panied by his lawyer. They would be the only passengers on a Boelng 707 with
seats for 142. Charter cost for such a flight would be about $15,000. Regular
fare tickets for a full plane would gross the airline about $43,000.

All indications were that Mr. Williams would board the plane tomorrow. His
lawyers said tonight he planned to go.

He had objected earlier to T.W.A.’s plans to have aboard two men whom it
described as *“‘airline security personnel.”
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For the last eight years Mr. Williams has been a fugitive from a kidnapping
charge made in a racial incident in North Carolina. He has traveled in Cuba,
China, North Vietnam ‘and elsewhere, calling on blacks to attack American
“racism.”

Mr. Willilams flew from Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, last Friday. He had a
ticket for a connecting T.W.A. flight from London to Detroit, but T.W.A. would
not honor it. Pan American, British Overseas Airways and Air India then also
declined to fly him across the Atlantic.

Jt was learned from a source outside T.W.A. that Mr. Williams had obtained
the ticket in the first place by using his middle name and calling himself “Robert
Franklin.” T.W.A. and other lines had him on @& list of prohibited passengers
and would not have issued the ticket under his name.

The British authorities took Mr. Williains from the airpor: on Friday and
held him in Pentonville Prison. They then tried to send him to Cairo but even-
tually abandoned that effort when Mr. Williams furiously objected and friends
and lawyers intervened. Mr. Williams had also refused to eat in prison.

HEARING IS HELD

After T.W.A.’s surprise decision to put on a special plane for Mr. Williams,
there was a hearing in the High Court, today on an application to free him
from prison by a writ of habeas corpus.

The legal move amounted to an attempt to let Mr. Williams go free for the
overnight period before tomorrow’s flight. Lord Justice Winn denied the appli-
cation.

Mr. Willlams’s purpose in pressing the habeas corpus move, the judge said,
was apparently to make a grievance against the British people and authorities.
Lord Justice Winn said he “regretted and deprecated” what he called this
“racist approach.”

Tonight Mr. Williams was taken from Pentonville to the airport. He was under-
stood to be spending the night there in a detention center where he ate a good
meal, breaking his week-long hunger strike.

With Mr. Williams on the flight—for which he will use his $283 economy-class
ticket—will be two security men, a flight deck crew of three and an unknown
number in the cabin crew—ususally seven. Also along will be James Plinton, a
Negro executive of T.W.A., who flew over to help settle the dispute about Mr.

Williams’s status.
“REPUBLIC OF NEW AFRICA"

A lawyer from Detroit, Milton R. Henry, flew in early this morning to assist
Mr. Williams and help make the arrangements with T.W.A. This afternoon Mr.
Henry held a news conference at which he described Mr. Williams as the “presi-
dent of the Republic of New Africa.”

‘Mr. Henry said that the republic was ‘“a government for the non-self-governing
black people held captive within the territorial limits of the United States.” One
of its objectives he said is to obtain Alabama, Mississippl, Louisiana, Georgia
and South Carolina for black people.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation in Detroit. headquarters of the Republic
of New Africa, had been informed of the flight plan, Mr. Henry said, and pre-
sumably would issue a federal warrant for \Ir Williams as a fugitwe from

North Carolina
WILLIAMS SUPPORTERS PICKET

A dozen “friends of the Republic of New Africa” picketed yesterday in front
of T.W.A.'s ticket offices at 80 East 42d Street to protest the airline’s original
refusal to fly Mr. Williams from London to Detroit.

After picketing, some of the group, led by Herman Ferguson, the republic’s
East Coast Reglonal Vice President, went to T.W.A.'s executive offices at 605
Third Avenue to present two demands.

They asked for a public apology and for the passage to Detroit for the republic’s
members who last week went to Detroit and waited vainly for Mr. Williams'
arrival after they were assured by T.W.A. that he wonld be flying in. No action
was taken immediately on the demanads.
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[From the New York Times, Sept. 9, 1869]
BRITAIN Bows 10 PROTESTS OF BLACK MILITANT ; DEFERS SENDING HIM To CAIRO

(By Anthony Lewis)

LoNDoON, Sept. 8.—British officials gave way tonight to protests by Robert F.
Williams, an American black militant, and at least temporarily abandoned plans
to send him to Cairo.

Mr. Willilams was held in a detention block at London Airport all afternoon.
At 7 P.M. he was told to get ready to board a United Arab Airlines plane. But
officials dropped that idea a few minutes later after a furious argument in which
he reportedly said:

“I will go to Cairo only as a dead body.”

The Williams case, a complicated and mystifying one, became increasingly
embarrassing for the British Government all day. Civil liberties and black
immigrant groups intervened, and legal moves were begun.

Tonight, the Secretary of the National Council for Civil Liberties, Tony
Smythe, said that he had an “undertaking” from the Home Office not to force
Mr. Willicms onto any plane against his will. Mr. Smythe said “violence would
clearly be necessary” to get him on a plane to Cairo.

After the scene at the airport, Mr. Williams was taken back for the night to
Pentonville Prison, where he had been held since last Friday. Tomorrow, Mr.
Smythe and the lawyers will try to clear the way for him to go where he wants
to—Detroit.

For the last eight years Mr. Willams has been a fugitive from a North
Carolina kidnaping charge. He has visited such places as Communist China,
North Vietnam and Cuba and made numerous speeches denouncing American
policy.

Recently, he decided to return to the United States and face the criminal
charges. His wife flew to Detroit a few weeks ago.

In Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, Mr. Williams received from the American
Embassy a travel document good only for a trip to the United States. He also
bought a through airline ticket from Dar es Salaam to Detroit.

Last Friday, he flew to London on a U.A.A. plane that stopped at Entehbe,
Uganda : Cairo, Rome and Geneva. But when he tried to use his confirmed ticket
on a Trans World Airlines plane, that line said that it would not carry him.

Other trans-Atlantic carriers—Pan American. British Overseas Airwavs and
Air Indin—joined in the refusal to fly him to the United States. They gave no
reason but indicated that they considered him dangerons.

BAYS HE WAS SEARCHED

He said today that British officials who identified themselves as policemen
met him at the airport on Friday and told him that they had had word from the
Federal Bureau of Investigation that he was carrying guns. He said that he had
been searched three times—even a pen was examined closely.

Mr. Williams was described tonight as bitter at the British Government and
the Central Intelligence Agency, which he said was behind the airlines’ refusal
to honor his ticket.

He told a sympathetic group that met him in the detention cell at the airport
that he had not taken anything to eat or drink since his arrest last Friday.
fI;Ie hsaid that he would continue the hunger strike unless he was allowed to

v home, .

‘His words were reported afterward by Richard Gibson, a correspondent here
for Negro Press International of Chicago. who has known him for 10 years.

“I'm supposed to be a fugitive from the United States,” Mr. Gibsor: satd Mr.
Williams told him, “vet everybody wants to keep me from going on trial there.

“I am being held here illegally like a criminal, but I've never been convicted
of any crime. I want to face my accusers.

“I don’t know what the lawyers can do for me. But I hope the black power
people will find my case a good cause and will demonstrate wherever they can
against T.W.A. and the British.”

WILLIAMS TERMED FURIOUS

Mr. Gibson said that Mr. Willlams was furious at the idea of being sent to
Cairo merely because he had traveled on a U.A.A. plane. He has never been in
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that city, and he asked officials why he could not instead be sent back to Geneva
or Rome, where the plane also stopped.

The West Indian Standing Conference, a grouping of black immigrant societies
here, intervened to help Mr. Williams yesterday after learning that he was in
Pentonville. Jeff Crawford, a spokesman, said today:

“For a country which has always prided itself on its tradition of humanity and
generosity toward people who have sought refuge, this comes as a discredit,
because Williams was simply in transit.”

Mr. Smythe of the Civil Liberties Council was among those who were allowed
to see Mr. Williams at the airport today. Two lawyers were also there. So was
an American Negro, William Sutherland, who was on his way from the United
States to a job with the Tanzanian Government in Dar es Salaam.

Mr, Sutherland had been asked by the American Civil Liberties Union in
New York to look into the case.

A Detroit lawyer, Milton Henry, apparently obtained by Mr. William’s wife,
cabled him today that he was on his way to London. -

Mr. Smythe expressed bewilderment tonight at the refusal of the airlines to
fly Mr. Williams even though the American Embassy had offered to have an
official of some kind accompany him on any flight.

Mr. Smythe said that the State Department was evidently cooperating in
Mr, Williams return home, In addition to granting the passport in Dar es
Salaam, he said, the consular offiials had given Mr. Williams a special document
allowing him to import into the United States some goods he had obtained in
Communist China.

Mr. Williams was in Peking untit last May.

ARLINE INDUSTRY VIEW

Airline industry sources cited yesterday Mr. Williams' prominence as a mili-
tant leader and industry fears following the hijacking of a T.W.A. jet in the
Middle East Aug. 30 as reasons for the refusal by airlines to accept Mr. Williams
as a passenger. .

Franklin Oelschlager, director of the Air Transport Association’s office of
enforcement, said: ,

“I think that the enormous amount of publicity on his case, following on the
heels of the Damascus hijacking, made it apparent that he would be a natural
target for trouble—both from people sympathetic to him and those who ob-
jected. This would have created an unpredictable security problem under the
circumstances.”

A T.W.A. spokesman in New York indicated last night that it was still possible
that the airline might carry Mr. Willlams. The spokesman said, “We're working
with the State Department in Washington to find an appropriate course of
action,” '

One possibility appeared to be that a special charter flight might be arranged.

BLACK MILITANT

LoxpoN.—American black militant Robert F. Williams waited in Pentonville
Prison today while Civil Liberties attorneys searched for an airline to fly him
to the T.S. ‘

VWilliams, president of the Black Separatist Republic of New Africa, arrived
here Friday. He was detained by British immigration officials as an undesirable
alien after U.S. airlines refused to fly him to De'troit.

Williams was due to fly to Cairo ahoard a United Arab Airlines plane Monday,
but attorneys won last minute police permission for him to go back to prison
pending further legal moves. .

[From the New York Times, Sept. 8, 1969]
BrITAIN Is SENDING BracK MirniTaNT Back 10 CAIRO

Loxpox, Sept. 7—Britain has decided to send Robert F. Willlams, the American
black militant who arrived here Friday, back to Cairo.
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Immigration officials are detaining him in London’s Pentonville Prison pending
negotiations for his onward journey. Trans World Airlines, which was scheduled
to carry him to Detroit, has refused despite the offer by the American Embassy
to provide an escort.

In a statement issued tonight, the airline said it had “concluded that his
presence aboard our aircraft both in the air and upon his arrival at a United
States destination would be inimical to the best interests of T.W.A. and its
passengers.”

A spokesman for Pan American said that it had received orders from its
New York office not to carry Mr. Williams.

An American Embassy spokesman said that it could not understand the airline’s
refusal in view of the offer of an escort.

Mr. Williams fled the United States eight years ago to avoid a charge of
kidnapping in his home town of Monroe, N.C. With his wife and two sons he
went to Cuba, where he published a newsletter, The Crusader, which preached
revolution to the American black community and instructed Negroes in the
techniques of urban guerrilla warfare.

Later, he continued his activities in North Vietnam, Communist China and
Tanzania. He urged American blacks not to serve in Vietnam. He called on
those who did to kill white soldiers “so that these racists will not be able to
return home.”

Accrrding to the American Embassy here, Mr. Williams applied at the Embassy
in Dar es Salaam, the capital of Tanzania, for voluntary repatriation, saying
that he wanted to go to Detroit to face any charges against him.

IIe was issued a one-way travel document and tlew to Cairo, where he boarded
a United Arab Airlines plane for London.

Because of the refusal of the American carriers to take him to the United
States, the responsibility to take him out of Britain lay with the Egyptian airline,
and this afterroon he was taken to Heathrow to board a flight to Cairo.

But the Egyptian plane refueling at Heathrow collided with a truck, and
the flight was delayed. Mr. Williams is now scheduled to leave for Cairo at
3 :45 P.M. tomorrow.

[From the New York Times, Sept. 10, 1969])

SHIP LINE REPORTED WILLING T0 TRANSPORT WILLIAMS TO THE U.S.

LonDoN, September 9 (Reuters).—The Home Office said today that it had
found a company willing to take Robert F. Williams, an American black power
advocate, to the United States by ship.

A Home Office spokesman said officials hoped to hear tomorrow from the 44-
year-old Negro dissident as to whether he would be willing to sail, following
the refusal of airlines in London to fly him to the United States.

‘Sources close to Mr. Williams, who is currently on a hunger strike in Penton-
Eille Prison in London, said tonight that he was still insisting on being flown

ome.

The Government spokesman declined to identify the shipping company willing
to carry Mr. Williams, who had been in exile during the last eight years.

Mr. Williams fled to Cuba eight years ago to avoid a charge of kidnapping a
white couple in North Carolina. He had made numerous speeches denouncing
Anserican policy on trips to Communist China and North Vietnam.

He arrived in Britain from Cairo last I'riday on his way to Detroit. He was
refused admission to enter Britain and was sent to Pentonville Prison pend-
ing his departure.

The Home Office tried to send him back to Cairo, but Mr. Williams refused
to go peacefully.

He threatened to fight officers trying to put him aboard the United Arab
Airlineg jet to Cairo. A friend said Mr. Williams shouted: “I am not going
back to Cairo: I would rather be dead. I don’t want to stay in Britain. I want
to go to the United States. I am not a eriminal.”

He was returned to prison, where he refused to take any food.
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[Fromn the Aviation Dalily, Sept. 10, 1969]

TWA, PAN AM, StATE DEPT. Discuss How 1O Fry MILITANT FroM LONDON
o U.S.

Representatives from TWA and Pan American were meeting with State De-
partment officials at DAILY presstime yesterday in an attempt to find an ap-
propriate course of action in the travel problem posed by American black mili-
tant Robert Williams. In the meantime, Williams is being held in a London de-
tention center.

William, who fled the U.S. eight years ago after being charged with kipnap-
ping a North Carolina white couple, is seeking return to the U.S. after spending
the past years in Cuba, Red China, North Vietnam and Tanzania. He left Dar
e Salaam last Friday on a United Arab Airlines flight, but was refused passage
from London to Detroit, although he held a valld TWA. ticket.

Other transatlantic carriers—Pan Amerlican, BOAC and Air India-—also refused
to carry Willlams to the U.S. unless he was under guard. When the U.S. em-
bassy in London agreed to provide an escort, the airlines still refused.

Although TWA has in its own tariff regulations the right to refuse passage to
individuals (CAB No. 17, Tariff R-3, Rule 8), the airline and the other carriers
are following the Federal Aviation Act of 1958 (Rule 1-11-11) which provides
them the authority to refuse transportation.

The federal law states that “subject to reasonable rules and regulations pre-
sceribed by the administrator, any air carrier is authorized to refuse transporta-
tion to a passenger . .. when, in the opinion of the air carrier, such transporta-
tion would, or might be, inimical to the safety of flight.”

One carrier representative commented that the airlines would be foolish to
take any chances, particularly after the TWA hijacking to Syria. Franklin
Oeclschlager, director of the Air Transport Assn.’s office of enforcement, said, “I
think that the enormous amount of publicity on (Williams') case, following on
the heels of the Damascus hijacking, made it apparent that he would be a nat-
ural target for trouble—both from people sympathetic to him and those who
objected. This would have created an unpredictable security problem. . .”

% * *

TRANSPORTATION SECRETARY John A. Volpe, Interior Secretary Wal-
ter J. Hickel and Florida Governor Claude R. Kirk, Jr. will meet in Washington
this morning to discuss the future of the Everglades airport, subject of con-
troversy between conservation and aviation partisans (DAILY, September S).
Volpe plans to make a statement after the meeting.

{From the New York Post, Sept. 11, 1960}
TWA Yierps, WILL BRING WILLIAMS BACK

LoNpoN (AP).—American Negro revolutionary Robert F. Williams today won
his fight to return to the U.S.

TWA, which had refused to take Williams across the Atlantic, announced it
would take him on a special flight. It said the only passengers would be the
44-year-old black power leader’s lawyer and an airline security guard.

TWA said it would transport Williams *“in response to a request from the U.S.
government.”

A TWA spokesman in New York said the flight would cost “as much as $20,000”
and the airline is paying for it. Williams had accused TWA of breach of contrsct
for not honoring the London-to-New York ticket he had bought, and the American
Civil Liberties Union announced it was considering legal action against the
airlines on behalf of Williams.

Sources said Williams would leave London tomorrow. Williams is returning to
his home in Detrolt. He faces a North Carolina kidnapping charge from Which
he fled eight years ago.

Egypt’s United Arab Airlines flew him from Tanzania to London via Cairo 1ast
Saturday, but TWA and all other airlines flying the Atlantic refused to take him
to the U.S. Airline sources said the lines feared a hijacking.
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BLACK MILITANT

LonpoN.—Robert F. Williams, a black separatist wanted in the United States
on an eight-year-old kidnapping charge, today accepted an offer from a U.S.
airline to fly him alone on a special flight to Detroit tomorrow.

Trans World Airlines (TWA) reversed a pervious policy banning Williams
from traveling on its planes and said it would fly Williams to Detroit abroad
a plane carrying security guards and no other passengers.

{From the Aviation Daily, Sept. 12, 1969]
TWA To TRANSPORT WILLIAMS BACK 10 U.S.

Trans World Airlines said a special-section flight is expected to leave London
carly this afternoon bound for Detroit with black militant Robert Williams on
board. Cost of the special flight, more than $20,000, will be borne entirely by TWA.

. TWA informed the State Department Tuesday that it would carry Williams if
three conditions were met: (1) a written transportation request be submitted
by a government agency, (2) a suitable escort be provided, and (3) the time and
place of arrival of the flight be subject to TWA’s approval. A TWA spokesman
said a government request has been received and Willlams is in complete accord
with all the details.

Accompanying Williams on the flight will be Milton Henry, Detroit lawyer, and
TWA security personnel. Supervisory personnel of the airline will be in charge of
the aireraft. ‘

Willinms has been confined in London’s Pentonville Prison awaiting transport,
which TWA said had been held up because the FBI had advised that “a civil dis-
turbance could be anticipated on (Williams') arrival in Detroit.”

(Brack MILITANT)

LonpoN.—Accussed kidnaper Robert F. Willlams gave a clenched fist salute
in his Mao Tse-Tung suit today and left for the U.S. aboard a 130-seat air-
liner that carried only him, his lawyer, a security guard and a crew of eight.

The Trans World Airlines Boeing 707 left for Detroit 95 minutes ahead of
schedule, with Williams being whisked aboard after spending the night in an
unerground detention cell in London’s Heathrow Airport.

The plane was scheduled to reach Detroit at 12:45 p.m. Detroit time.

(BrLAck MILITANT)

DetroiT.—Robert F. Willlams, the black revolutionary who fled the U.S. eight
vears ago to avoid trial on kidnaping charges, flew to American soil today
and was promptly arrested by the FBI.

FBI agents stepped onto the special Trans World Airlines jet and brought out
Williams, wanted on a Federal fugitive warrant.

Williams had spent a week in an English jail prior to his direct flight from
London to Detroit.

Williams, who laid down much of the groundwork in the black power move-
ment’s philosophy of meeting violence with violence, shook hands with the stew-
ardess and customs officials on his way out of the plane.

The bearded Willlams, 44, wore a blue Mao Tse-Tung suit and a red Chinese
style cap as he stepped off the plane.

A heavy security guard of Wayne County sheriff’'s deputies and plain-
clothes policemen was waiting. There were also about 50 gaily dressed members
of the Republic of New Africa, the black nationalist paper nation of which
Williams is “President.”

Williams was taken immediately for a hearing before a U.S. commissioner
on the fugitive warrant. issued following kidnaping charges during racial dis-
turbances in Monroe, N.C., in 1961.
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[From the New York Times, Sept. 13, 1969] \
WiILLIAMS SEIZED ON RETURN TO U.S.

(By Thomas A. Johnson)

DEeTtrOIT, September 12.— Robert ¥. Williams, the black militant who preached
black revolution in the United States during an eight-year self-imposed exile in
Cuba, Asia and Africa, returned to the United States today on a special Trans
World Airlines flight from London. He was immediately arrested by the Fed-
eral authorities on a fugitive warrant issued by North Carolina and then re-
leased on $1,000 bail. Wayne County officials took custody of Mr. Williams. He
then appeared in the Common Pleas Court where the warrant was reviewed,
and Mr. Williams was then released on a personal recognizance bond of $10,000.
Mr, Williams, a heavy-set man of medium height who wore dark horn-rimmed
glasses and a simply made gray “Mao” suit, stood quietly during the proceedings.

The suit he wore is worn by all Chinese males, he said later. It has been
named for the Chinese leader, Mao Tse-tung.

Mr. Williams was represented during the proceedings by Milton Henry, a
Pontiac, Mich., lawyer who accompanied him from London and who was dressed
all the while in a dark blue dashiki.

Mr. Henry is vice president of the black separatist group, Republic of New
Africa, when it was formed 18 months ago, and Mr. Williams was named the

republic’s president.
EMOTIONAL GATHERING

After an emotional meeting at the Negro-owned Twenty Grand Motel with
many of his African-garbed followers, many of whom had never seen Mr, Wil-
liams, Mr, Williams met with newsmen for about 20 minutes.

In a soft-spoken, accommodating manner, ke denied kidnapping a white couple
in Monroe, N.C., in 1961. This charge led to his flight soon after. He said he
had actually rescued the couple from severa! hundred angry Negroes.

“Some men were actually crying, ‘Let me kill them, let me kill them,” and
I had to fight the crowd to keep them from killing the couple,” Mr. Williams
told the newsmen, adding that it was probably a “mistake” to have interceded.

During the conference, Mr. Williams was not specific on the role he would
play in America’s black revolution but said :

“I'm back here to serve the cause of justice and freedom—to help black people
in whatever way possible.”

The only time the militant Negro raised his voice during the conference was
when he said that if the courts returned him to North Carolina that he would
not go with the same “confidence” in North Carolina justice as he had put in
justice in Michigan.

“North Carolina is still a jungle,” he said. “Pcople there are not yet civilized.”

He said the only way he would go back to North Carolina would be “for a
fight and when I say fight I mean war.”

At this point several of his followers exploded with shouts of “right on,” and
“teach, brother.”

While he would not commit the Republic of New Africa to a program of
vli]olence. Mr. Williams said violence had historically brought about social
changes

Speaking on racial separatism, he said that this was a necessary step where
the races could not get along, “like a bad marrzage——vou separate and there is a
property settlement.” He said this was “not a Marxist view but a freedom view.”

Mr. Williams said he had received no promises of specific military or financial
aid from averseas for black American militants but added :

“I've heard many officials condemn racism in America angd they say they will
aid the blacks in whatever way necessary.”

‘Mr. Williams left China two years ago and went to Tanzania where he began
laying the groundwork for his return. He was aided by supporters here.

His wife, Mabel, and two sons, John and Robert, returned to the United States
a month ago and have been living quietly in Michigan with relatives. Mr.
Williams planned to join them a week ago.

When he flew to London last Friday his tourist class ticket on TWA was
not honored and Pan American, British Overseas Airways and Air India also
refused to fly him to the United States. Two days ago Mr. Henry, the lawyer,
flew to London.

\
\
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A T.W.A. spokesman in London said yesterday that they would fly Mr. Wil-
liams to Detroit, “in response to a request from the United States Government.”

The special flight, No. 6715, which normally carries 142 passengers, carried
Mr. Williams, Mr. Henry, two T.W.A. security guards, two stewards, two host-
esses, the pilot and the co-pilot.

Also on board was a T.W.A. executive, James Plinton. Mr. Plinton, a Negro
flier, had trained Mr. Henry as a fighter pilot for the American Air Force during
World War II.

Mr. Willinms was taken after a fast ride from the airport to the Federal
building in downtown Detroit where Judge Fred W. Kaess, during a seven-
minute hearing, released him on bail.

Judge Kaess commented on one point that Mr. Willimms and JMr. Henry had
gotten special treatment on the airline.

“It was the best service I woiuld ever hope to get,” said Mr. Ilenry.

“A Iederal judge does not get that kind of service,” Judge Kuaess stated.

My, Henry replied : “No, it was reserved for a president.”

“Yes, that's right, isn't it ?”” Judge Kaess commented.

The Wayne County Undersheriff, James Lucas, who is also a Negro, took
custody of Mr. Williams aud escorted him the six blocks to the Common Pleas
Court where Judge Robert D. Kent, released Mr. Wiilliams in his own recog-
nizance on a $10,000 bond.

[IFrom the New York Times, Sept. 13, 1969]
ProNEER BLACK MILITANT
(By Robert Franklin Williams)

Robert Franklin Williams, a soft-voiced prophet of militance, first came to
national attention for preaching the hard-line gospel, urging Negroes to “meet
violence with violence,” at a time when the civil rights movement was still
marching to the cadence of “We Shall Overcome.” That was in 1959, when Mr.
Williams was suspended as head of the Union County, N.C., chapter of the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Colored People for publicly disclaiming
the prevailing nonviolent faith.

Mr. Willlams’s fame, or notoriety, grew when he fled the United States in 1961
after heing charged with kidnapping, and asked for political asylum in Cuba.

From Cuba, Mr. Williams and his wife, Mabel, and their two sons journeyed
to Communist China in 1966 and then back to the United States yesterday, where
:‘ll;‘.iWilliams was greeted by his adherents as president of the Republic of New

rica.

He was elected chief executive of this projected new black republic in the South

in absentia.
SEEMED EMBARRASSED

Observers in Detroit yesterday said that the stocky, bearded 44-year-old mili-
tant seemed at times almost embarrassed by his status.

One long-time associate, Conrad Lynn, a New York civil rights lawyer, said
this new involvement was ‘“a completely different slant” for Mr. Williams, who
he said had always been “above all a practical guy.” i

Mr. Williams was born in Monroe, N.C. He served in the Marine Corps at the
time of the Korean war, reaching the rank of sergeant.

In the corps he was trained as a machinist, the trade at which he worked in
Detroit after his discharge. Then, in 1955, he went back to Monroe to concentrate
on civil rights, according to Mr. Lynn.

It was in the late nineteen-fiftics that Mr. Williams began to use the follow-
ing sort of rhetoric that later “Black Power” advocates would make familiar.

“We're not making progress in this country, and we're not satisfled with our
Uncle Tom leaders who tell us we are.”

The incident that led to his cight-year self-exile took place on Aug. 27, 1961,
when a group of Negroes marching around the Monroe courthouse to protest seg-
regation were attacked by a group of whites and rioting broke out.

WHITE COUPLE DETAINED

A white couple driving through the town’s Negro neighborhood were stopped
and surrounded by about 200 armed Negroes.
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Mr. Williams took the couple to his house and held them there, releasing them
unharmed a short time later. He said yesterday that he had done this to shelter
them from the armed mob, but the official view was different.

When informed that he was to be charged with kidnapping, Mr. Williams fled,
making his way to New York and then to Havana by way of Canada. He had
previously expressed sympathy with Castro and had on occasion flown a Cuban
flag in the yard of his home.

At first, all seemed to go well for the Williamses in Cuba—he was joined there
by his wife and children—and Mr. Williams made militant broadcasts, critical of

the United States on “Radio Free Dixie.”

FAMILY GOES TO CHINA

Then, in 1966, Mr. Willlams and his family went to Communist China, from
where he continued to publish his magazine, “The Crusader.” He said in one
issue that “the most noble cry to come out of racist America since the Boston Tea
Party is the cry : “Burn, baby, burn.” .

Mr. Williams, who has been said by the Federal Burcau of Investigation to be
associated witb the Revolutionary Action Movement and, at least as an ideologi-
cal inspiration, the Black Panther party, also carried his message to North
Vietnam and to Tanzania.

According to Mr. Lynn, *“}1e wanted to come back {to the United States] as
early as 1962. One reason was that he was homesick, that's a fact . . .”

Mr. Lyon described Mr. Williams as very quiet and liable, an fmpression con-
firmed by persons who attended his press conference in Detroit, where he was
said to be far less militant in manner than many of his followers.

His two sons, John, 18, and Robert, 20, stood quietly and respectfully near
their father. His wife, described as a well-educated woman who has been his
political aide, was self-effacing. She wore a Western dress and her hair was
styled in a way that made it evident it had been straightened.

Mr. Williams, who is described as having always been totally involved with
his own serse of mission to the exclusion of any other interest, wore his hair
close-cropped under a Mao cap. An Afro hair style may be unnecessary for the
man who established his revolutionary credentials long before “Black Power"”
became the shorthand of militancy.

{From the Daily News, Sept. 13, 1869]}
Brack REBEL FLIES IN AND GiveEs Up

DETROIT, September 12 (UPI).—Fugutive black revolutionary Robert F. Wil-
Ilfams, who fled the United States eight years ago to avoid trial on kidnaping
charges, flew from a British prison today into the arms of the FBI

After appearing in both federal and state courts, he was released in personal
bonds of $11,000 and reunited with his wife, Mabel, and two sons.

Attorney General Jobn N. Mitchell said in Washington the specific charge was
“unlawful flight to avoid prosecution—kidnaping.”

FLED U.8. IN 1961

Williams, 44, fled the U.S. in 1961 after he was charged with kidnaping Mr.
and Mrs. Bruce Stegall of Marshville, N.C.,, during racial disturbances in
Monroe, N.C.

A heavy guard of Wayne County sheriff’s deputies and about 50 gally dressed
members of the Black Nationalist Republic of New Africa were on hand to greet
Williams. Willlams was dressed in a blue Mao Tse-tung-style suit and a Red
Chinese-style cap.

- The bearded Willlams was taken before U.S. District Judge Frederick W.
Karess and was released in $1,000 bond on a federal fugitive charge.

LANDS AT NOON

He then was turned over to Michigan authorities who said extradition has
been requesfed from North Carolina. He later was released in $10.000 bond by
Common Pleas Judge George D. Kent and a hearing was set for Nov. 12,

A Trans World Airlines jet carried only Williams, his attorney, a crew of



65

eight and two unarmed guards. It touched down about noon, ending Williams’
years of sojourn in Cuba, Red China, North Vietnam and Tanzania.

Williams was on his way to Detroit a week ago when TWA refused to carry
him across the Atlantic. He was detained in England as an undesirable alien
until the airline agreed to fly him.

{From the Washington Post, Sept. i 3, 1969]
BLACK FUGITIVE WILLIAMS RETURNS, VOows To0 PRESS SEPARATIST DRIVE
(By Robert C. Maynard)

DETROIT, September 12.—Robert F. Williams, a homesick black who fled into
exile more than eight years ago, came home today vowing to continue his part
in the black separatist struggle. He was immediately arrested as a fugitive from
North Carolina justice, but was soon free on personal bond.

“T never wanted to leave in the first place,” Williams said@ when asked at a
press conference why he returned from Tanzania. Before Tanzania, he lived in
Cuba and China. “I resented every minute that I was out and I resented the
peouple who forced me out.”

Dressed in a Chinese-style suit adorned with a simple red ribbon that said in
Chinese, “Serve the People,” Williams bounded off Trans World Airlines Flight
6715 at six minutes past noon, looking thin but fit.

Alone on the flight with airline personnel and his lawyer and friend Milton
Henry of Pontiac, Mich., Williams found a changed America. He said his treat-
ment upon arrival convinced him some things in this country have improved.
He creditead black militancy.

The changes, Williams said, were manifested in tlie way he was treated by
the courts here. In a well-orchestrated series of legal moves that took less than
three hours. Williams was whisked from Federal Court where he was freed on
$1,000 personal bond a charge of unlawful flight to avoid prosecution to a county
court where an obviously friendly proceeding ended with his release on a per-
sonal bond of $10,000 pending a hearing on North Carolina's request that he
be sent there to stand trial on a kidnaping charge.

It is the kidnaping incident that began Williams' lonely chaotic journey. It
made him a cause celebre around the world. A mill worker in Monroe, N.C.,
Williams also was president of the local chapter of the NAACP. Unlike other
chapters that were concerned with legal redress of discrimination grievances, the
Monroe chapter under Williams adopted the position that white violence should
be answered with guns.

Soon shooting incidents between the Ku Klux Klan and blacks took place.
On Sunday, Aug. 27, 1961, a near-riot occurred in Monroe, and in the aftermath
a white couple claimed to have been kidnaped by Williams, some of his Negro
followers and a white supporter.

Williams now says he tried to save the couple, Mr. and Mrs. G. Bruce Stegall,
from being killed by angry blacks. “That was a humanitarian mistake I made,”
Williams snapped today.

After Willilams fled, four other persons were tried on the kidnaping charge
and convicted in 1964. The North Carolina Supreme Court{ overturned the con-
victions on the ground that blacks were systematically excluded from the grand
jury that indicted them. New indictments were obtained for the four but not
for Williams ; no new trial of the four others have been held.

The night of the alleged kidnaping, Willilams, who says he was fearful that
white vigilantes and police were out to kill him, fled Monroe. For days his
whereabouts were unknown. Then, he surfaced in Havana, where he lived for
several years, moving on to China and finally, for the last two years, Tanzania.

It was soon after his arrival in Tanzania that the Republic of New Africa
was born in Detroit. An avowedly separatist group, it demands that five states
in the South be provided for black people to create their own nation. Willlams
agreed tu become the president in exile.

“I am back here,” Williams told the news conference, “to serve the cause of
Justice, and whatever that requires, I am willing to do.”

REFUSED PABSAGE

Returning contained its own horrors for Williams. After being assured by his
American friends that he would be treated generously by Michigan officials in
pre-trial proceedings and that North Carolina’s case seemed shaky, Willlams set
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out from Cairo only to be refused passage through London on TWA. He spent
six days in a London jail while Henry worked out his relcase and passage,
courtesy of a nervous and embarrassed airline.

“It was service reserved only for a president,” Henry quipped about the trans-
atlantic flight on TWA, “and we appreciate it.”” The menu was the basic seven-
course meal served in first class sections of transatlantic flights.

Eager tu erase the memory of earlier unpleasantness, TWA officials denied
published reports that the flight was costing the airline $20,000. “We ferry air-
planes around the world all day, 40,000-to-50,000 miles a day,” said spokesman
Frank Gillespie. “We’'ll send this one on to New York this afternoon for a charter
flight back to London and that is the kind of thing we are doing all of the time.”

Williams' followers in the Republic of New Africa turned out 100 strong and
followed him through legal appearances and on to his press conference, where he
said he would continue to struggle to realize the goals of the Republic.

TREATED BEST IN CHINA

He said he was treated best in China of all the places he went, but he said
he would remain and fight for justice in America, even if he is ultimately
extradited to North Carolina. “But if I go back to North Caroiina,” he said.
“I'm going back for war, to fight.”

His low opinion of America has not been tempered by time and absence.

“America,” he said, “is on her way out. America is stupid and all over the
waorld, people are laughing at America.”

[From the New York Times, Sept. 15, 1969]

MiLITANT HOPEFUL ON RAcCIAL JUSTICE; WILLIAMS FiInps U.S. TopaY YIELDS
CHANCE ¥OR CHANGE

(By Thomas A. Johnson)

DEeTroIT, September 14.—An eight-year exile did not rid Robert F. Williams,
the black revolutionary, of the conviction that armed self defense is at times
the Negro's best politics, but Mr. Williams said yesterday it had convinced him
that America today represented “the best chance ever” for “social changes and
racial justice.”

A “selfless society,” Mr. Williams said in an interview, is the necessary
vehicle for bringing about these changes. He added that he was committed to
such a society.

The racial, youth and college disorders, and assassinations of political and
civil rights figures, “while tragic,” have brought the nation to the point where
it is ripe for change, brought about peacefully by an enlightened public, he
contended.

Touching a motto in Chinese characters—*serve the people’—pinned above
the breast pocket of his gray Mao jacket, Mr. Williams said he would work
to apply in the nation's black ghettos the lessons of discipline, coinmitment
and “true militancy” that he learned in China. .

TWO-HOUR INTERVIEW

In friendly and unhurried tones, Mr. Williams spoke for two hours late yester-
day to reporters for The New York Times and The Washington Post, in a modest
but comfortable home in an integrated suburb of Detroit. His wife, Mabel, a
former Roman Catholic nursery director in \Iorth Carolina, sat qu!etlv on
the floor beside him.

Some supporters of the racially separatists Republic of New Africa, of which
Mr. Williams was voted president while in self-imposed exile, also sat quietly
and listened. Seldom did they accentuate his remarks with the customary “Right
on” or “Teach, brother.” This was probably because Mr. Williams appeared, in
some instances, to contradict the often strident mllitancy of some spokesmen for
the republic.

It did not appear at the time, however, that there were any unabridgeable
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philosophical differences between Mr. Williams, the student of modern-day China,
and his African-named and African-clothed followers.

Mr, Williams’s importance and role in the black movement is at this time still
a matter of speculation. Although he brings a new theme, counched in appeals
to “intellect and effectiveness,” his credentials as a gun-carrying militant are
unassailable,

With several nationally known, left-leaning black militants either in jail or
out of the country, Mr. Williams is expected to attract attention as head of a
separatist organization with black nationalist affiliations across the nation. In
addition, he was welcomed in China (where ‘Chou En-lai told me the night I
left that I always had a home here’”), a nation that many black nationalists
admire.

Mr. Williams flew to Detroit from London on Friday. After arrest on a fugitive
warrant from North Carolina, he was released by Federal officials on §1,000 bail
and was released by Wayne County officials on a $10,000 personal recognizance
bond. He is to appear in County Court on Nov. 10 for an extradition hearing
on a kidnapping charge.

TIMING OF HIS RETURN

His lawyer, Milton Henry, said that although Mr., Williams had been sub-
poenaed to appear Sept. 30 before the Senate Judiciary Committee, he was ad-
vising his client to settle the extradition matter first.

Talking evenly about why he had chosen this time to return to the United
States, Mr. Williams said: “People are saying it’s a hopeless situation [in
America], but it’s not a hopeless situation. We've got the best situation we ever
had: Why? Because there is so much unrest and discontentment. It is not bad
but good. The mere fact that they’re discontented means they are dissatisfied, and
that’s the first step toward a social change.”

He said that the primary need was showing people “what needs to be done
and how this {racial problem] can be solved.”

Mr. Williams expressed much admiration for China'’s ‘“cultural revolution,”
which he said had the objective of “ridding man of selfishness.”

“MOST DIFFICULT FIGHT"”

He said, “If man can get rid of selfishness, this will abolish most of the evils
of the world, but this is the most difficult fight of man—to be selfless now.”

Besides the lesson of ‘“selflessness,” or striving toward a “collective society,”
Mr. Williams said he also hoped to try to “instill pride in our people” and “clean
up the ghettos ourselves.”

Asked if he would work with white help in the ghettos, Mr. Williams
answered :

‘“We will, where possible, work with them when they work in good faith and
show good faith. We are not looking for enemies, we are looking for progress.
We have enough enemies. I don’t believe in sectarianism based on polities, re-
ligion or race. But one tning I would insist on is that we maintain the right of
survival, that is the right to defend ourselves at any cost against any enemy. It
is our duty, however, to show goodwill toward those who would help us.”

He has said that the races should separate “if they can’t get along.”

In China, Mr. Williams said, he and his wife were, to their embarrassment,
treated as honored guests.

“Phey said, he recalled: ‘as a black man in America, you have suffered much
and you deserve to have the best.’ I was treated so well (two cooks, two maids
and a chauffeured car) that I felt guuty about my own people and it became
hardér and harder to accept.”

‘He sald he wanted to be a part of both “the struggle and the suffering.”

Mr. Williams denied that the Chinese had attempted to influence him during
his stay in the “Peace Committee” compound in Peking, where he wrote the
revolutionary newsletter The Crusader.

He said he was not a Communist and “I am not interested in promoting ideolo-
gles or philosophies.”

“I am interested in freedom and justice and I will base my struggle on a hu-
manitarian point of view,” he said.

Asked if he could have developed the philosophy he now preaches had he re-
mained in the United States, Mr. Williams, with a broad grin, said, “If I had
been here, I would have been dead.”
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[From the Washington Post, Sept. 15, 1969*]

‘STRUGGLE OF BLACK DPEOPLE WAS DEVELOPING'—WILLIAMS SAYS
Dutry Carrep HiM BAck

{By Robert C. Maynard)

DEeTROIT, SEPT. 14.—Robert F. Williams, the North Carolina Negro leader who
fled from the United States eight years ago in the face of a kidnaping charge,
said he returned from a life of extreme comfort in China because “the struggle
of black people was developing to such a point that I felt it my duty to come
back.”

Williams, who returned Friday to face extradition proceedings on the North
Carolina charge, is living with relatives in Detroit while his legal problems are
being resolved and while he decides on the direction of his public life.

Williams returns to the United States at a time of great unrest in the cities
and on the campuses, and where there is a void in the ranks of nationally known
leadership on the black left. ‘Stokely Carmichael and Eldridge Cleaver are
abroad; Huey P. Newton is in jail and H. Rap Brown, under state and federal
indictinents, has been almost silent for more than a year.

Williams, therefore, not only walks into a vacuum, he comes armed with ideas
and experiences gained in the one country to which black revolutionaries, ir-
respective of their other differences, look with respect—China.

“T was living so well in China that I started feeling guilty about black people
being killed while I had an automobile at my disposal and a chauffeur and I could
go any place in the country I wanted to go and they never let me go without
anything . . . It made me feel guilty about my own people and it became harder
and harder to accept this. Also I had gained great insight into the struggle of
men and countries.”

It was his description of those insights that occupied a large portion of a two-
hour interview that Williams provided here to The Washington Post and The
New York Times. The meeting took place in a neat ranch house in an integrated
suburb of Detroit. Members of Williams’ family and close friends sat around the
living room in a tight circle hanging on each word of the returned exile. Qc-
casionally one would say, “Oh, yes, brother. Right, right.”

Or they would laugh with great delight, as when Williams desecribed@ how
much better he feels the police in China treat citizens, compared with the

United States.
“If a man commits an offense there, he hopes the police catch him before

his neighbors do.”

The laughter and delight at having Williams back among them also took a
bitter turn, for when the former president of the Monroe, N.C., chapter of the
NAACP left the United States, he was an object of hatred among the whites of
his community. So there was laughter without humor when Williams was asked
if the insights he gained in China would have been possible had he remained
here. He said:

“If I had stayed here, I wouldn’t be alive.”

Eight years have not dulled the vividness of Williams’ memory of his last
months in the United States. His attempts to integrate the white swimming pool
in Monroe brought down the wrath of the local whites.

He described the four attempts that he says were made on his life and he
brought the room to a hush of awe, anger and respect. It was as though the in-
cidents occurred yesterday as he told them.

“The mob was moving in. They had us surrounded. I told the boy behind
me to hand me the rifle under the seat . . . there was already a bullet in the
chamber and I didn't know it, so I worked the bolt and the bullet fell out and
hit the ground. When those people saw that long bullet, they started backing up,”
Wwilliams said of a day in 1981. There were several like that before the one on

which he finally fled.
A CHANGED MAN

Now, looking much as he had before he left, having aged little in the Cuba
and China years, he sat in his Mao-styled suit and spoke of himself as a changed
man, & man who has seen a different light through the window and wants to
change soclety in ways he never would have conceived of without his China

hiatus.

*A duplicate of this article under the same byline i
Septs 1871506 was printed in the New York Post of
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China is the bench mark of Robert Williams’ career, the experience by which
the past is measured and the future guessed at.

“If a man can rid himself of selfishness, this will abolish most of the evil
of the world,” he said- “But this is the most difficult fight of man, to be selfless.”

He said that to him that means that the resources of the society are pooled,
that people “takc what they need and no more.” He told of a factory in China
where workers turned back wages that exceeded their needs. To him, that was
the ultimate example of the sclfless society at the common man’s level.

And what seemed in the West to be upheaval in China several years ago made
much more sense to him, Williams said, because it was part of the same struggle
to create the selfless society, the selfless man.

“The transition they are struggling for is to reconstitute scciety and to re-
move all of the class distinctions from the society that can be removed, and
to remove the idea of personal gain. That is why it is so difficult.”

THE SELFLESS SOCIETY

And although he would like {0 see such goals instilled in a struggle here, he
also enters this disclaimer:

“I didn’t come back to America with the idea of leading anybody. If the
people want me, I will be at their service, but if I am to lead, it will have to be
toward the goal of a selfless society . .. we have to instill in our people in the
ghetto that they have to build a selfless society, a collective society.”

He thinks the ciscontent in the cities and across the couatry make this “the
best situation in the United States that we ever had, because there is so much
unrest and discontentment. It is not bad, but good. The mere fact that people are
dissatisfied is the first step toward social change. Now all you need to do is show
them what needs to he done.”

Taking gentle exception to the emotional appeals of some black nationalists.
Willlams said:

“I've learned that we have to be less emotional about this thing, that when
you fight you fight to win. You can never win on emotion, but on intellect, the will
to win.”

WORKING WITH WHITES

And he also took a carefully charted road between the conflicting camps of
black nationalists on the hot issue of working with whites.

“We will, where possible, work with them when they work in good faith and
show good faith. We are not looking for enemies, we are looking for progress.”

Frequently in the conversation, he espoused that kind of flexibility of viewpoint,
promising to study his country more before taking harder stands. Besides, he
said of himself :

“I am not interested in promoting ideologies or philosophies. I am interested in
justice and in freedom . .. It is not a matter of socialism, or what they call
socialism, or communism. I am not interested in what they call democracy . . .
Those are names.”

As an illustration, he said@ the Chinese leaders and people used to say to
him:

LEADERS COME AND GO

“You are not a communist. Khrushchev is a communist. We can’t get along with
Khrushchev but we can get along with you.” )

Now the challenge for Williams will be getting along in the mercurial setting
of black activism where leaders streak across the public horizon like meteorites
and soon disappear.

In the time since Williams left the United States, several generations of activist
ieaders on the national black scene have come and gone; a score of organiza-
tions have been born and have died.

Among the younger of the groups to appear is the Republic of New Africa,
which named Williams its president-in-exile when it was created more than two

ears ago.
d The %epublic is the inspiration of two brothers, Milton and Richard Henry.
Milton Henry, an honors graduate of Yale Law School, is known to his friends
and followers as Brother Gaidi and Richard Henry is known as Brother Imari.

Milton Henry, the legal theoretician of the Republic of New Africa argues that
after black people were freed from slavery, they were given no collective oppor-
tunity to express their will as to whether they wanted to be citizens of the
United States, create their own country or return to Africa,
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SEPARATE NATION SOUGHT

The Henry brothers and their followers in the RNA believe a time is coming
when blacks, if given a choice in such a plebiscite, would vote for separation into
a nation of their own.

They consider the RNA now as a provisional government without a country
and they have elected Robert Williams as the man to lead them forward.

WILLIAMS UNCERTAIN

He is encouraged to take on the job, but still uncertain, as he is about what
appear to him to be changes in this country since he left.

He said he is certain that “progress feeds desire. If a man is completely de-
humanized, there is little chance of revolt, but when he starts to feel that he is
a human being . .. you are most likely to get revolt . . .”

His own ideas of revolt have changed in that he is able to define the kind of
society he wants to achieve, one based on the principles of sharing and commit-
ment of one neighbor to another’s fate. He wants to change men as well as systems.

“The thing that struck me so much when I was in China,” Williams said, “was
why Christians, who have been claiming all of the time since Christ that that
is what they wanted to build, why now are they so hostile to the society that is
advancing along that road?”

What did he decide about Christianity ?

“I concluded it was a big hustle.”

[From the Washington Post, Sept. 15, 1969}
BrLAck EXILE SUMMONED BY SENATE

DeTrOIT, September 14.—Almost as soon as he arrived in the United States,
Robert F. Williams, the black American exile who fled to Cuba and China after
being accused of kidnaping in North Carolina, was subpoenaed to appear before
the Internal Security subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary Committee.

The invitation, signed by Judiciary Committee Chairman James O. Eastland
(D-Miss.), asked Williams to appear with such items as his address book at a
hearing on Sept. 30 at 10:30 a.m.

Milton Henry, Williams' lawyer and friend, said he doubted Williams could
keep the date since he is in the midst of extradition proceedings in Michigan
stemming from the kidnaping charge.

Willinms, during an interview over the weekend, talked of the events sur-
rounding the kidnaping incident in Monroe, N.C., on Aug. 27, 1661.

On a tense Sunday, when Negro followers of Williams were convinced the
Ku Klux Klan was about to make a foray through the neighborhood of Williams’
home, a car bearing Mr. and Mrs. G. Bruce Stegall came through.

Williams said the couple were stopped by his neighbors a block from his
home and brought there by people who, in the heated racial atmosphere of the
moment, wanted to ‘‘take them someplace and kill them.”

Williams said he intervened and the couple wound up spending a couple of
hours in his house until the atmosphere calmed sufficiently for them to leave
safely.

It was the next day, Williams said, that Mrs. Stegall was asked by local
authorities to swear out a kidnaping complaint. “But she said in an interview
over then BBC (the British Broadcasting Corporation) that she didn’t consider
it a kidnaping until all of these officials and newspaper people came to her and
urged her to file this thing.”

Trom the Aviation Week & Space Technology, Sept. 15, 1969}
DENIAL OF SEAT T0 MILITANT SPURS CALL FOR PROTESTS

{By Laurence Doty)

TWASHINGTON.—Threat to hold demonstrations against Trans World Airlines
because of a refusal to provide passage to a U.S. black militant again under-
scores the hazardous exposure of airlines to international political crises
(AW&ST Sept. 8, p. 22). .
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Earlier this month, in London, TWA denied a seat on a flight from London
to Detroit to Robert F. Williams, who for the past eight years has been a fugitive
from a North Carolina kidnaping charge. Williams held a confirmed reservation
with a validated ticket issued under an interline agreement by United Arab
Airlines in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

Last week, Williams called upon black power groups to demonstrate against
TWA, even though both Pan American World Airways and British Overseas
Airways Corp. subsequently refused to accept him as a passenger.

Thus, TWA has been drawn unwittingly into a position which could provoke
active protests from civil rights and liberty organizations, as well as black power
units, throughout its global route system. Only last month, the airline was a
vietim in Damascus of a hijacking and bombing of a Boeing 707 which stemmed
directly from the Israeli-Arab hostilities.

TWA took one step which it hoped would alleviate its position as a target
for demonstrators. It told the State Dept. that it would be willing to modify its
stand against transporting Williams under three conditions.

These include requests that the department ask for Willilams’ passage in writ-
ing, that an appropriate government escort accompany him on the trip and that
the time and date of departure be left to the airline’s discretion.

These conditions were met, and late last week arrangements were made to
fly him back as the on'y passenger other than an escort. The aircraft crew con-
sisted of supervisory personnel only.

The British government attempted to expel Williams from England by flying
him to Cairo on United Arab Airlines. But the flight was cancelled when the
carrier’s Hawker Siddeley Comet 4 transport collided with a catering truck and
was slightly damaged.

The planned government action was dropped later when the intervention by
several lawyers, a civil liberty organization and a society of black immigrants
in England focused public attention on the incident.

Ironically, the British were among those nations which last year rejected a
U.S. proposal that political asylum rights should be denied convicted hijackers
of aircraft (AW&ST Sept. 8, p. 23). There has been no thought of granting
political asylum to Williams. As of late last week he was held in prison in
Tondon (see box).

Legally, TWA is standing behind section 1111 of the Federal Aviation Act as
justification for its original position. This reads in part:

“ _ . . any air carrier is authorized to refuse transportation to a passenger
or to refuse to transport property when, in the opinion of the air carrier, such
transportation would or might be inimiecal to safety of flight.”

The Tokyo Convention (AW&ST Nov. 18, 1968, p. 60), which will become effec-
tive Deec. 1, provides broader authority than the Federal Aviation Act for reject-
ing passage. The act gives the right of refusal to “the air carrier.”

But the Tokyo pact afirms the authority and power of an aircraft’s chief
pilot or captain. This right is now recognized in most countries but, prior to the
Tokyo protocol, it lacked continuity of jurisdiction in most areas.

Currently, a captain’s action in disembarking any passenger is subject to the
Iaws of the country in which he lands.

Also, a captain’s decision may be judged in accordance with the national laws
of the land overflown.

Under the treaty’s provision, a captain may take “reasonable measures,” in-
cluding restraint, to protect the aircraft, maintain discipline and retain proper
control of the aircraft in flight.

This establishes an immunity against civil liability or criminal prosecution
for a chief pilot.

But the major support a captain would receive from the convention in a case
similar to the Willilams affair lies in the right to turn over to authorities of any
state which is party to the treaty any person the pilot believes has committed
a crime as defined by the penal law of his home country.

Thus, even though the Tokyo Conventlon was not in force at the time of the
incident, International law implicitly upholds TWA since both the U.S. and
Britain have ratified the treaty. The U.S. was the 12th nation to deposit the
jnstrument with the International Civil Aviation Organization, bringing the total
ratifications to the number necessary to make the agreement effective.

williams boarded the United Arab Airline flight at Dar es Salaam on Sept. &
en route to London via Hntebbe, Cairo, Rome and Geneva. His ticket covered
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confirmed travel to Detroit, with connections with TWA at London. He held a
travel document good for travel to the U.S. only, issued by the U.S. embassy in
Tanzania.

During his absence from this country, he has denounced U.S. racism from
platforms in Cuba, Africa and Asia, including North Vietnam and Red China.
His arbitrary arrest at London-Heathrow Airport immigration control and con-
finement in prison undoubtedly establishes him as a martyr in the eyes of black
militants.

PASSAGE DENIED

Loxpox.—Militant black leader Robert F. Williams, who wants to return to
the U.S. to face kidnap charges, was grounded in London’s Pentonville Jail last
week after Trans World Airlines and other carriers refused to accept him as a
passenger (see story).

Since then, TWA offices near Picadilly Circus have been picketed by Williams'
supporters, one of whom carries a sign which reads: “Up, Up and Away to
Pentonrville Jail.”

{From Newsweek, Sept. 22, 1969)

ExPATRIATES : HoT CARGO

When Trans World Airlines Flight 721 from London touched down in Detroit
last week, an astonished British businessman named Edward Williams was met
by an extraordinary welcoming committee—50 policemen and an excited crowd
of black militants. *“I thought you perhaps did this all the time for foreign
visitors,” the white businessman said later. In fact, Williams’ weird reception
was due to a case of mistaken identity. His welcomers had assumed that the
“Williams” on the flight manifest was black firebrand Robert F. Williams, 44, a
fugitive from American justice for the past eight years. But that Williams, it
turned out, was too hot a cargo for TWA to handle, and he had landed, not in
Detroit, but in a British prison.

Robert Williams fled the U.S. in 1961, charged with kidnaping a white couple
during a racial flare-up in Monroe, N.C. He set up Radio Free Dixie in Castro’s
Cuba, urging Deep South Negroes to “meet violence with violence.” Then, with
his wife, Mabel, Williams moved on to Peking, to hobnob with Mao Tse-tung and
continue his career as an anti-American propagandist. Last year, Williams
popped up in the East African republic of Tanzania, as president of the “Re-
public of New Africa,” an all-black nation he proposed to carve out of five
Southern states.

But later, Williams decided to return home to face the kidnaping charge, and
last September, the U.S. Embassy in Tanzania issued him a passport valid only
for a one-way trip to the States. But when Williams attempted to go through
with his repatriation last week, his homeland suddenly seemed less than eager
to have him back. TWA officials in L.ondon—where Williams had arrived on an
Arab airliner—were informed by the FFederal Bureau of Investigation that Wil-
liams might be armed, and that disorders might greet his arrival in Detroit.
Accordingly, TWA refused passage to Williams, and since no other airline would
give him a lift, the black leader was interned in London’s Pentonville Prison as an
undesirable alien,

The ensuing uproar proved deeply embarrassing to both the airline and the
U.S. Government. Civil libertarians in Britain and the U.8. protested angrily,
and Williams, spurning an offer to travel to the U.S. by ship, embarked on a
hunger strike, Eventually, TWA hit upon a solution. It provided a 142-passenger
Boeing 707 to fly Williams, his lawyer and two security guards across the
Atlantic. And the exasperated airline said that it would pick up the $20,000 tab
for the trip. Thus, late last week the sleek Boeing 707 landed in Detroit, and a
docile Robert F. Williams, togged out in a Mao hoiler suit and cap, was finally
granted his wish : he was taken into custody by a team of FBI agents, and subse-
quently released on bond pending a hearing on a North Carolina request that he
be extradited there to face trial on the original kidnaping charge.
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