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A law for the Qetier securily of the rights of the owners of runaway slaves.
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ApRIL 5, 1844,
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed.
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BY.THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES. . °
Fesruary 28, 1844,

’ Whereas it is extremely difficult for masters torecoverrunaway slaves who
hdve escaped into any of the free States; in many such cases slaves being
forcibly rescued after arrest, and before removal; and whereas such rescue
is often 'made by persons owning little or no property, and the owners of.
such -slaves, even where judgments have been oblained against such
aggressors, are:unable to enforce payment of the damaoes recovered
‘Therefore, - .

Be it resolved by the General ﬂssembly of Marylana’ That our Sen&-
tors and Representatives in Congress be requested to use their exertions to'
.effect the passage of alaw by that body, making the rescue of any run-
away slave, from the master or'person authorized to apprehend the same,
a criminal offence, punishable by imprisonment, in all cases where the

» party’ oﬁ‘eudmg shall not be able to remunerate the mjured party m
damages.

Be%t Surther resolved That his Excellency the Governov is hereby.
requested to forward a copy of this préamble and resolutmns to our Sena-
tors and Representanves in Congress

We hereby certnfy that the afOregomg is a true copy of the orxgmal res-
olutions which passed both branches of the General Assembly of Mary-
land, at Décember session, 1843. : :
Gwen under our hands, at the city of Annapolls, thxs 25th day of March l

1844,
P GmORGE G. BREWER,
o o Clerk of the House of Delegates qf Maryland. :
: JOSEPH H. NICHOLSON, -
Clerk of the Senate of Maryland.



