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Iy CHARLESTON, S, C., immediately after the fall of ‘
the city into our hand, an orphan home was established
for colored children, who were perishing at that time—
in consequence of the death of their parents in thegreat
migrations of the black population—from neglect, hun-
ger or disease. The asylum was named, in honor of
the young hero of Fort Wagner, the Colonel Shaw Or-
phan Home. It has been partly supporte | by the New
York National Freed ’s Relief A ion and part-
ly by the Freedmen’s Bureau, and has now about one
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hundred and twenty motherless children in it. Hun-
dreds of children have heen provided-with good homes
through its agency, and several of its protege« are at-
tending schools in the North preparatory to entering
college. Anappeal is now made for hooks—not school
books, but “juveniles’’—for the use of the children in
the Home Dounbtless, our younyg readers will be pleased
to send each a volume that they have donc with, to
these children. Books may be left with or forwarded
t\o James Redpath, at No. 8 Congress Square, room
No. 5.

A REMARKABLE SPRING IN FLORIDA.

There is near Ocola a remarkable spring, one of the
larzest of the sreat number known in Florida. It is
called Silver Sprinz. I fonnd it in the midst of a lone
hammock, overflowing its hanks. It bubbled up in a
basin thirty-seven feet deep and ahout an acrein ex-
tent, filling and overflowing it, and sending from it a
deep stream fifty or sixty feet wide. and extending eight
or ninc miles to the Oklawaha River, into which it
emptics. In the spriny itself fifty steamboats may lic
at anchor, and in the stream steamboats of considera-
ble draught. The spring thus forms a natural inland
port, to which ti rce steamers now run regularly from
the St. Johns. The clearness of the water is truly won-
derful. [t scems even more transparent than air.  You
see on the hottom, thirt: feet below the hottom of your
boat, the exact form of the smallest pebble, the ontline,
and color, and shades of color of the leaf which has
sunk. Larre fish swim in it, everv scale visible and
cvery movement distinctly observable. The water is
impreegnated with lime and magnesia, but has no ap-
preciable taste, and is excellentdrinking water. If you
go over the basin in a boat you will sce the fissures in
the rocks, fiom which the river pours upward like an
inverted cataract. There arc more of these springs in
the channel of the stream, further down. Such springs
are almost common in Florida. Clay Spring, near the
east bank of Lake Apapka, pours forth a navirable
stream into the St. Johns. Bug Sprine, on the west
side of Lake Harris, is nearly as lar:u Silver Sprinu.
I have laughed at a story of a spring in fowa which
was Jarze enongh to turn a mill, but [ can swallow ail
such tales now, after having seen one that will float a,
flect.—Cor. Cincinnati Conmerciul.
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