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SUFFERINGS OF EMANCIPATED SLAVES.

] A moating was held on Monday ovening, the 7th
instant, in the large hall of tho COooper Institute in
this city, under tho avspices of the ¢ National Freed-
mon’s Rolief As3oointion,” in behalf of the omanoi-
ipated slavesin the dopartment of tho Misslssippi,
' who aro in a deplorable atato of destitution and suf-
fering, 'Their condition is such that Gen. Grant has
sent te Rov. A, 8, Figke, Chaplain and Suporinton-
dont of Contrabandg in his Deopartment, to lay it be-
fore the paople of the North, and to solicit means to
provide for tho comfort of the wivas and children of
such of thom as are now in the army of tho United
Btatey, and of others who are without employment
aud utterly doyandont for subsistanes. The moatine
Wag large and the statemants that were mads exoited
the despest interost. Rav. Dr. Tyng presided and
dolivered o brief address. Ramarks were also made
by Dr. Hitsheoek, Dr. Billows, and Gon. Sickles,
but tho intarest of tho evoning was contered in the
ascount which Rev. Mr. Fiske gavo of the deplorable
condition of this uafortunata paoplo who are suffering
80 dsoply from the war. No one can road the extract
from the address of Mr. Fiske, which we givo below
as oopied from tho 1eport in the New York Times,
without having his sympathies painfully excited.
Thoro have boon the most contradictory nccounts cf
the oondition of tho liberatad slaves, but this statz.
ment i made by the authorisod agent of Gon. Gront
who has had tho most abundant opportunity of know-
ing tho actual truth in regard to tho matter, Thous-
8ads, he tslls us, havo already died of destitution and
exposure, and tens of thousands areready to die from
the samo causes :

The Bov. Mr. Fiske stat2d that there wers not I
than fitty thonsand blasks mpon the bnnlt’:snog Itelfg
Mississippi, from among whom hed been culled
every qblo-bodied man for the military service. This
sable throng was composed of women, children, and
the infirm, They restad in crowded campsg, sheltored
b‘y leaky tents whoso tattors finttor in cvery breeza,
They were fed by the Govornment o cheap ravion, un-
servieeablo militavy clothing being supplied to soma
oxtent to the infirm men. Officezs, until recently
chnpluin_s, were detailed for their care, They were
clofhed in just that apparel in which months ago they
fled from their mestors. He should have some hard
things to sy of ofiicers and soldiers in our army, but
amidst them all let him—the modest, unpretending
hero of Vicksburg~stand spotless, He early over-
camo all the prejudico of education and training, and
had stood the black man's friend. Al that he could
do ke had done, nobly, liberally. By his order, every
step for their care and the suppiy of their nee
cessitios had boen taken. The honor of his action in
theso atfnira should brighten forever the Instro of his
impoerishable name. This patriot-hero should be
greoted, ashelived on through the nges of the world'’s
hlgttrory‘,ﬂ asnot only great but good.

iui. 2,u.0 procecded o detail soveral scones of suf-
fering and injustice which hed passed beforo his eycs
previously to his being detailed to the care of the
contrabands. He said that the key toall their desti-
tution in thege camps was to be found in tho method
of their coming in. 'They eams from plantations
from which everything had been strippad.  Oar
armies this summer had subsistzd on the count:y, and
swept vast regions of all forms of supply. ~ The
blaoks could not remain behind, Their only chance
was o come 5 the river with the army or fleo fmither
mto the interior. They chose the formor of course!
and 60 came in by long marches, without transporta-
tion for anything, in utter destilution. Whet could
you ask = xaother, with a babe in her arms and an-
other clinging to her skirts, to bring for the ghelter of
her childron doring the winter? ~ You eould hardly
ask why gho did not bring bod and blankets and
clothing for their sholter dming all the months, The
blacks of Jeft. and Joo Davis camo in back of Vieks-
burg in Juno Inst in great destitution. Blankets were
distributed among them, the giit of the Sanitary
Commission, by the spoaker's own hand, o3 they were
lying in their bivounck, with nothing between™ them
and the cold carth, nothing between them and the
clear sky. They started in’ with teams and goods.
but the teams wore talen by the army and their goods
lost ab tho out-posts of our forecs miles awny. So
they came in in utter destitution.

Out of an nvernge number of four thoucand blocks
under his charge at Memphis during the months of
February, March and April of the present year, thore
died during that time twelve hundred.” Three-fourths of
them hod no chaage of raiment—probabiy onc-fourth
of the women head but one garment besweon them-
selves and uttor nakedness.  Many children were
kept night and day rolled in the poor blanke’ of a
family—its sole apparel. They had multitades of
these—no beds. ‘'Y'here wore no floors in their leaky
tents, and no chavnce for fires. The wondor is not
that s0 many died, but that so mmany lived.

‘The surtering of this people is our nutional dishon-
or. Ii they were not rescued, history would write
something thus : ¢The Amorican pzoplo enticed with-
in their lines tens of thounsonds™ of slaves, alluring
them thither with promise of liboity, took trom among
them all able-bodied mon to reintorce their armies,
huddled tho rest tozether in great camps, and loit
them to perish in nakedness_by the hundred.” How
will that page of history read? ‘T'ho tidings of their
sufferings had gone back to the Confederacy till these
people had censed to come in ns eagerly as thoy did.
If it ever proved possible for the South to arm her
blacks against us, it wounld be by reason of the sufer-
ings of those who bad reached our-lines. Perhaps,
with the baleful light of this too well-attested faut,
he might be led to strive for his liberty in arms
against us. .

The following is an extract from aletter written
goms fime sinco to Rev. W. G. Elliot, D. D., of Mil-
waunlde, Wis., by a deleget2 of the Christian Oommis-
sion, giving an account of the condition and treat-
ment of the liberated slaves after tho capture of
Vicksburg:

Vicksburg was looked upon by the negroes as the
very gate of Heaven, and they came trooping to it as
pigeons to their roost at night. Aftsr the departare
of Pemborton's army on the 15th of Jaly, thonsands
of thoge miserable croatures filled tho vacant houses,
churches, sheds and caves. Hore they crowded to-
aether, sometimes twenty or more in a single room,
%cm'y, weak and sick from their long march and ab-
stinence, spiritless and sad, and many of them long-
ing to be onco morc on massa’s plantation. .

About tho first of August, the military suthorities
became alarmed lest o pastilance should break out
amoag them and ostend to the army. Peremptlory
ordcrs were issued o at oncoremove, across the river,
all negroes, of every age and scx, whethor sick or
welll, who wero not in some cmploymont. Onc morn-
ing I went out to inform a certain Licutonant W—-
who, with an inadequate force, was execating the or-
der, that ono of them in tho Baptist church was dead,
and that another, a woman, was lying behind tho
foneo dying. Ho told me that he had detailed for the

purpose of removing the negross twanty army wagons;
fhat ho hauled them, well, sick aud dcad, WILi au
:h:tr treps, to tho river, where he had_a steamer to
convey them across to n point opposite the lov.']er
part of the city; that he had one wagon. to haul the
dead, and that some days he found as manyas twenty;
that in ono house ho found six dead bodies, with liv-
ing onos sitting and lying aronnd them, apparently
unconscious o1 ther situation. Holes wero dug on
the river's bank and the deed buried.

Tho searching out and removal of these negroes
consumed nbout fiftzen or twenty dsys. About 200
wore thus removed to the low grounds opposite mGr:-
burg, and there left in the woods, without any shelter,
ander the care of & man who was nppointed to organizs
them into a camp, nad separnte small pox cades from
the rest—in gencral to do what ho could for _their “f,:
liof. Heo.was soon taken sick and a cortain Gap

, was appointed_to take chargo of all the con-
trabands in amY aronnd Vicksburg; tho cnp‘t:.\.m \\u;
soon prostrated with disease, but wus‘ut his wor
aeain whon I loft Vicksburg. August 24th, Oaph
S appointed s chaplain to talo charge of those
who had been removed from tho city, in placo of th.e
man who wus first appoint2d. He entorod upon his
1aborg, but was soon prost{nted by disenge, and was
convayed across tho rvor in 4 skitf, whoneo he made
his way to o house adjoining taatot the Unitod Btates
Christinn Commission. Here ho was found alone,
and very sick. Ho was invited fo our house, where
ho was still remaining when T left the city. Tho
chaplain told me thot thoso negroos had suffered, and
m.,‘.I,: «#ill enffaring untold want and wretohedness;

400 had died s11Ce 1O iaa TAKOL CLATES O
:ggfnlfe?gg from 15 to 20 die daily. Sometimes thcy ‘
would crawl off to tho twoods and die, where their
bodies would be found by the stonch which arose
from their decsy. That thero was no whito man with
them but a nephew of his; thatrations were farnished
thom by tho Covernment, but son_xctlmcs he had dif-
ficalty in gotting thom over tho xiver; they were five
days withowt yeceiving any food, and the negroes
thicatonod to kil him, thinking the fnult wns his,
Ho also stated that they had no tents or shelter excopt
brush, to shield them from the sun or storms, or dews
of night. Capt. A—— stated to me that thore wero
in ﬁﬁm camp 1,000; st Young'’s Point, 8,661; on
Pegaw Island, where ho purposed gathering ‘most of
them, 2,800; and on Biack's Plantation, on tho Yazoo,
9 400.—in all over 16,000, One morning J went among
tho wretched masses whero thoy were hauled to the
bank of thoe rivér preparatory to being-sent across, I
tried in vain to find some womon who wera n,b_lq to
work, a8 we wished thoir labor st our house, 'All

wora gick, or taking caro'of the sick, I saw7 ? :
but one sad dcenaof misery.. Hoping that you may be’

abloe to'do more-for these :suffering, igriorant beings
than igin my power to ‘devise, ugd gtgnt God may
bless your e , Tam respectfully yours, ..

‘Wi D, BuTnes. -
Delegate of the U. 8. Ch. Com.

These statementa can be read only with feelings of
distross and horror, and thoy appeal to every philan.
thropic heart. The poot blacks are, so far as the war
is concerned, innocent sufforers; they had no share
in bringing, it on, however their condition may have.
influsnced others; bat they havo become the greatost
sufforers in consequence of it; and unless immediate
and vory extensive arrangements are made for their
relief, these sufferings will be still gresfer in the-
fature,

A committeo appointed at the Cosper Institute
meoting to raise subscriptions for this unhappy peo-
ple, have recommendod that o simultaneous vollec-
tion be made for their benefit on the Sunday prece-
ding the National Thanksgiving (next 8abbath).

Waorm clothing may be sent to C. C. Leigh, Na-
tional Freedmon's Rolief Associntion, No. 1 Morcer
streot; and money to Rev. A. Sg Fisle, Chaplain,
caro of Georgo Francis Shaw, 86 Trinity Building,
New York city.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



