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PROCLAMATION OF EMANCIPATION.

TFreedom of the Slaves in Rebellious States on the
First Day of January Next.

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES.
A PROCLAMATION.

I, Apranax LixcoLy, President of the united
States, and Commander-in-Chief of the Army and |
Navy thereof, do hereby proclaim and declare, that
hereafter, as heretofore, the war will be prosecuted for
the object of practically restoring the Constitutional
relation between the United States and the people
thereof, in which States that relation is or may be
susnended or disturbed ; that it is my purpose at the
next meeting of Congress to again recommend the
adoption of a practical measure, tendering pecuniary
aid to the free acceptance or rejection of all the slave
States, so called, the people whereof may not then be
in rebellion ngainst the United States, and which
States may then Inve voluntarily adopted, or thereaf
ter may voluntarily adopt, immediate or gradual abol-
ishment of slavery within their respective limits, and
that the effort to colonize persons of African descent,
with their consent, upon this continent, or elsewhere,
with the previously obtained consent of the govern-
ments existing there, will be continued ; that on the
first day of January, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, ail persons
held as slaves within any State, or any designated
part of a State, the people” whereof shail then be in
rebellion against the United States, shall be then,
thenceforward and forever, free; and the Exccutive
Government of the United States, including the wili-
tary and naval authority thereof, will recognize and

| maintain the freedom of such persons, or any of them,
in any efforts they may make for their actual freedom;
that the Exeeutive will, on the 1st dny of January
aforesaid, by proclamation, designate the States, or
parts ‘of States, if any,in which the people thercof
rosnectively’ will then be in rebellion against the

United States; and the fact that any State or peo-
ple thereof shall on that day be in good faith repre-
sented in the Congress of the United States by mem-
bers chosen thereto at elections wherein a miajority of
the qualificd voters of such State shall have partici-
pated, shall, in the absence of strong countervailing
testimony, be deemeil conclusive evidence that such
State and the people thercof have not Leen in rebel-
lion against the United States; that attention is here- !
by called toan Act of Congress, entitled, “An Act to
make nn additional Article of War,”! approved March
13th, 1862, and which Act is in the words and figures
following :—

« e it enncied by ine Seaats and touse of Ronre.
sentatives of the United States of America in Con-
gress assembled, that hereafter the following shall be
promulgated as an additionnl article of war, for the
government of the army of the United States, and
shatl be vheyed and observed as such :

Article —. Al officers or persons in the military or
naval service of the United States are prohibited
from employing any of the forces under their respee-
tive commands for the purpose of returning fugitives
from service or Jabor who may have escaped  from
any persons to whom such service or labor is clnimed
to be due, and any officer who shall be found guilty by
court martial of violating this article shall be dismiss-
ed from the service.
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shall take effect from and after its passage.”’

Also to the 9th and 10th sections of an Act entitled
“ An Act to suppress insurrection, to punish treason
and rebellion, to seize and confiseate property of reb- |
els, and for other purposes,” approved July 17, 1802,
and which sections are in the words and figures fol-
lowing :— . ) A

« Qaotion 0. And bé it fufther "enacted, ‘That” all
av f ,,ml-.: PR N | I e et ._,.‘-- B
?kl)‘e‘l‘f‘lé‘n x?é’x'\rl;r?é‘lutho Government of the United States,
or who shall in any way give aid or comfort thereto,
escaping from such person, and taking refuge within
the lines of the army, and all slaves captured from
such persons, or deserted by them, and coming under
the control of the Government of the United States,
and all slaves of such persons found on or being with-
in any place occupied by vebel forces, and aftevwards
oceupied by the turces of the United States, shall be
deemed captures of war, and shall be forever free of
their servitude, and not again held as slaves.

Section 10. Aud be it further enacted, That no
slave, escaping into any Statc, Territory, or the Dis-
trict of Colunibia, from any of the States, shall be de-
livered up, or any woy jmpeded or hindered of his
liberty, except for crime, or some offence against the
laws, unless the person claiming said fogitive shall
first make oath that the person to whom the labor or
service of such fugitive is alleged to be due is his
Inwful owner, and has not been in arms against the
United States in the present rebellion, nor in any way
given aid and comfort thereto; and no person engmged
in the military or naval service of the United States
shall, under any pretenee whatever, assume to decide
on the validity of the claim of auny person to the ser-
vice or lnbor of any other person, or surrender up any
such person to the climant, on pain of being dis-
missed from the serviee.”

And Y do lLereby enjoin and order all persons en-
gaged in thp military and naval service of the United
States to observe, obey and enforce within their re-
spective spheres of service the Acts and sections
above recited; and the Execntive will in due time
recommend that all citizens of the United States,
who shall have remained loyal thereto throughout the
rebellion, shall, upon the restoration of the Constitu-
tional relations between the United States and their
respective States and people, if the relations shall
hiave been sugpended or disturbed, be compensated for
all losses by sets of the United States, including the
loss of slaves.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto sct my hand,
and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed.

Done at the City of Washington, this 22d day of
September, in the year of our Lord 1862, and of the
independence of the United States the 87th.

By the President,

A~

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
" W H. SEwArD, Secretary of State,

Reuarxs. Though we believe that this Proclama-
tion is not all that the exigency of the times and the
conscquent duty of the government require,—and
thercfore are not so jubilant over it as many others,—
still, it is an important step in the right direction, and
an act of immense historic consequence, and justifies
the almost universal gladness of expression and warm
congratulation which it has simultaneously elicited in
every part of the Free States. 1t calls for the prompt .
and efficient enforcement, by the army and navy, of |
the Coofiseation Act, 18 passed by Congress, whereby
the slaves of all rebels who may be captured, or who'!
may seck protection under the nntionnl flag, are to be
liberated unconditionally ; and as the great mass of
the slaveholders are in furious rebellion, it emanci-
pates more than three-fourths of the entire slave pop-
ulation, as fast as they. shall become accessible. It
also forbids any person connected with the military or
naval service to arrest or send back any fugitive slave
whatever. - These commands, if faithfully exccuted
by the army and navy, will specdily give a staggering
blow to the rebeliion. . The objectionable features of
the Proclamation are its avowed readiness to return to
bloody stripes, and horrible torture, and life-long ser-
vitude, (if he be not killed outright,) any hunted bond-
wan on the mere oath of the villain claiming him, that
he is loyal to the government—its secemingly contra.
dictory talk (for the first portion of it is a character-
istic jumble of words) atiout emancipating the slaves
in nll existing rebel States, on the first of January,
1863, (a time sufficient to enable Jeff: Davis and his
traitorous confederates fo anticipate that measure
theinselves, and thus secure their independence by
foreign integvcntion)—-its'propositian to make a new
overture to the Slave States to scl} their slave system
at & bargain—and its mean, absurd and proscriptive
dovice to expatriate the colored population from this
their native land.
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