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THE PRESIDENT’S OPINION

OF THE WISDOM AND EFFECT OF IIS EMANCI-
PATION PROCLAMATION.

It has been our good fortune, and we have
had much satisfaction in it, to agree, in great
measure, with the President of the United
States in his opinions as to men and measures
in the conduct of the war. We have geen him
beleagured by violent men who have sought to
drive Iim into schemes that he could not ap-
prove, and we have have seen him steadily re-
gisting them, resolved to seek the good of his
country and the eslvation of the Union, rather
than the favor of friends or the interests of
pariy.

Last week we published tie DProciamauon
which the President has issued respecting the
future emancipation of slaves in the revolted
States. This week we have the ofticial report
of the President’s previous convictions as to
the expediency and probable cffect of the
measure. His views were formally conveyed
by him to adeputation from a Chicago meeting,
and were delivercd by the President Bept. 13th.

The Chicago delegation, being introduced to

the President, submitted & memorial, calling
on him to issue an immediate proclamation of
emancipation. The President listened with
attention to the srguments by which the memo-
rial was supported, and replied:

The subject presented in the memorial is one
upon which 1 have thought much for wecks
past, and, I may even say, for months, Iam
approached with the most opposite opinions
and advice, and that by religlous men, who are
equally certain that they represent the Divine
will. Si am sure that either the one or the other
class is mistaken in that belief, and perhaps, in
some respects, both. I hope it will not be ir-
reverent for me to say that, if it i3 probable
that God would 1eveal his will to others on &
point so connected with my duty, it might be
supposed he would reveel it directly to me.
For, unless I am more deceived in myself {han
I often am, it is my earnest desire to know the
will of Providence in this matter, And,if I
can learn what it is, I will doit. Theseare not,
however, the days of miracles, and I suppose it
sill be granted that I%m not to expect a direct
revelation. I must study the plain, physical
fasts of the case, ascertain what is possible, and
learn what appears to be wise and right.

Diferences of Opinion on the Subject.

The subject is diflicult, and good men do not
agree. For instance, the other day four gentle-
men of standing and intelligence from New
York called, 29 & delegation, on business con-
nected with the war; but, before leaving, two
of them earnestly beset me to prociaim general
emancipation, upon which the other two im-
mediztely attacked them. You know, also, that
the last session of Congress had a decided ma-
jority of anti-slavery men, yet they could not
decide on this policy, and the same is true of
the religious people. Why, the rebel soldicrs
are praying with a great deal more eaTnestness,
I feur, than our own troops, and expecting God
to favor their side; for one of our soldiers, who
had been taken prisoner, told Senator Wilson,
e few days since, that he met with nothing so
discouraging as the evident sincerity of those
he was amorg in their prayers. But we will
talk over the mexits of the cise.

Why an Emancipation Proclamation should not
be Igsued, .

TWhat good would & proclamation from me
do, especially a3 we are now situated? I do
not want to issue & document that the whole
world will see must necessarily be inoperative,
like the Pope's bull egainst the comet,  Would
my word free the slaves, when I cannot even
enforce the Constitution in therebel Btates ? Is
there o single court, or magistrate, or individu-
2], that would be influenced by it thexe? And
waat reason is there to thinl it would have any
greater effect upon the slaves than the late law
of Congress, which I approved, and which
offers protection snd freedom to the slaves of
rebel masters who come within our lines? Yet
1 cannot learn that that law has caused a single
glave to come over to us. And supposs they
could be induced, by & proclamation or freedom
from me, to throsy themselves upon ug, what
ghould we do with them? Ilow can we feed

and care for such a multitude? Gen. Butler:

wrote me, o few days sinee, that he was issuisg
more rations to the slaves who have rushed to
him than to all the white troops under bis com-
mand. They eat, and that is all; though it is
true, Gen. Butler is feeding the whites also by
thie thousands, for it nearly amounts toa famine
there, :

That is to Precent the Rebels from Bnslaving the

Negroes again,

If now, the pressure of the war should call
off our forces from New Orleans to defend
gome other point, what isto prevent the masters
from reducing the blacks to slavery again, for
I sm told thut whenever the rebels 1ake sny
blecks prisoners, free or'slave, they immediately
auction them off, They did 8o with those they
took from s bost that was oground on the Ten-
nessee River & few days ago,

Ilsw Ay, Lincoln &3 Blamed.

And then Iam very ungenerously attacked
for it,  For instance, when, after the late battles
at and near Ball Run, an expedition went out
from Washington under a flag of truce to bury.
the dead and bring in the wounded, and the
rebels eeized the blacks who wentalongtohelp,
and sent them into slavery, Horace Greeley
s3id in his paper that the Government would
gro?bab]y do motbing about it. . What could I

0 ?

What Good would an Emnancipation Proclama-
. tion do?

Nov, thep, tcll me, if you please, what possi-
ble recult of good would follow the issuing of
such ¢ preclamation a3 you desire? Under-
deratand, I raige no objection egainst it on Jegal
or constitutional grounds; for, a3 Commander-
in-Chief of the Army and Navy, in time of
war, I suppose I have a right to take eny
measure which may best subdue the enemy.
Nor do I urge obj-ctions of & moral nature, in
view of possible coneequences of insurrection.
and massecre at the Bouth. I view the matter
as & prectical war measure, to be decided vpon
according to tho advantsges or disadvantages
it may ofler to the suppression of the rebellion,

v, Lincoln would not liks to Trust the Slaves
with Arms.

I edmit that slavery is the root of the rehel-
lion, or at least its sin¢ qua non. The ambition
of politicians may have inatigated them to ect,

bus they would have been impotent without

glavery as their instrument, 1 'wilialso concede
that emancipation- would. help us in: Eurape,
and convinee them that we sreincited by some-
thing more thau ambition: I grant rthery.
that it would help somewhat at the North,
though not #o much, I fesr, as you snd those
you represent jmagine, Still, some additional
gtrength would beadded in that way to the
war. And then unquestionably it would weak-
cn the rebels by drawing off their laborers,
7hich is of great importance, ~ But I am notso
sure we could do much with the blacka, If we
were to arm them, I fear that in & few weoks
the arms would be in the hands of the rebela;
and, indeed, thus far, we- have not had arms
enough to equip our white troops.

My, Lineoln Fears the Border Slave Stales.

I will mention another thing, though it meet
only your scorn and contempt. | There arefifty
thousand bayonets in the Union armies from
the Border Slave States. It weuld bea serious
matter, if, in consequence of sach & proclama-.
tion as"you desire, they should go over to the
rebels. I do not think they all would—not so
many, indeed, as & year ago, Or &s six months
ago—not so many to duy as yesterday. Every
day increases their Unlon feeling, They are
aléo gelting their pride enlisted, and want to
beat the rebels, Lect mesay one thing more :—
1 thipk you should admit that we already have
an importunt principle to rally snd unite the
people in the fact that constituiional govern-
ment is at stake. 'This is a fundamental idea,
going down about as deep as anything,

Do not misnnderstand me, becausg I have
mentioned these obj-ctions, ‘Vhey indicate the
diffcultics that have thus far prgvented my
action in some such way as you desire. I have
not decided againsta proclamation of liberty
to the slaves, but hold the matter under advise-
ment, And I can assure you that the subject
is on my mind, by day and night, more than
any other, Whatever shall appear to be God's
will I will do.

These are the sentiments which we have
uuiformly held snd expressed, and now that
the President has reached a determination con-
trary to his previous convictions of duty, let us
hope and prey that God will disappoint his
previous expectations of evil to result from the
praclamation, and overrule it to the suppression
of the rebellion and the re-establishment of the
Government over the whole country.

ITS EFFECT ABROAD,

Strong hopes were felt that the proclamation

' would be hailed in England as evidence that the

war here is, in fact, a war ageinst slavery, ard
the decree would, therefore, secure the sympa-
thy for the North of all foreign poiwers. The
New York Daily Timnes, o warm Republican pa-
per, gives the following sentiments from the
ZLondon Times, from which we may infer the
effect of the proclamation abroad:

The London Times earnestly denounces the
policy ot the abolitionists of the North in seek-
ing to raise the negroes of the Bouth against
their mastere. It'eays that the idea of the abo-
litionists is to organiz: a series of Cawnpore
massacres as legitimate devices of warfare; but
it thinks they will not succeed in the attempt.
It adds: * Indced, it is difficult to see how @
proclamation by a besieged or fugitive President
can have any greater c¢ffect than the documents

‘issued by such Generals as Hunter and Phelps,

inciting the negroes to revolt,”

It insists that President Lincoln will refrain
from an act whick will be at once a crims and a
dlunder, which.will in no way advance the Fed-
eral cause, but only deepen and make eternal
the hatred between the two gections.

The Republican papers of the North, with
entire unanimity, approve of the preclamation.
We gether the following extracts to show

1T8 EFFECT IN THE 80UTH.

The Washington correspondent of the Com-
mercial Advertiser says that the proclamation
will have good effect. Gov. Btanley is believed
to have lets here fully satisted with the emanci-
pation proclamation, as he is confident that
before the 1st day of next January, North Caro-
lina will “be in good faith represented in the
Congress of the United States,” which (so the
document goes on to gay,) shsll *be desmed
conclusive evidence that such State, and the
people thereof, are not then inrebellion against
the United States.” It is expected that Missouri, -
Kentucky, Tenneases and Louisiana will also:
thus be exempted from the proclamation of
liberation, with which the new year is to be
ushered in.

THE BORDER STATE VIEW.
TFrom the Loufeville, (Ky.,) Democrat, Sept. 21,

On what shadow of authority can the Presi-
dent rest this proclamation? Will military
necessity cover an act of this sort? If it will,
then may not State organizations be abolished,
and State lines be obliterated, by a military
prcclamation ?  May not political rights be
conferred on slaveés by proclamation in_all the
States, free as well as slave? May not Indiana
and Lilinois be compelled to sllow negroes to
make their homes in those States? May not
all provizions of Btate constitutions be over-
ridden by a gimple proclamation of the Presi-
dent? Blaves cannot be set free in this State,
unless they are removed from our limits; that
is a constitutional provision—can it be over-
ridden by a proclamation? 'If a State cgnnot
nullify & plain right of the federal government,
where does the federal government get the
power to nullify the right of a State? In our
opinion the President has as much right to
abolish the institution of marriage, or the laws
of a State regulating the relation of parent and
cbild, as to nullify the right of a State to regu-
late the relations of the white and black races.
Tbis attempt to execute laws, by trampling
1awvs equalsy valid under foot, is absurd. By
all true iaterpretations of military necessity,
the power dies with the necessity—it his no
permanent vitality,

And what are you going to do aboutit?
Give up the Union and join the rebellion, be-
cause Abreham Lincoln has issued o mischiev-
ous, pestilent proclemation? It Mr. Lineoln
were the Union, we should giveit up, and then
we should esk no favors and no justice from
that source; but this Union belengs to thirty
millions of people—not.to the President. They
will control jta destiny, not any President. Nor
will his conduct alter our determination to fight
forever for the Union of these States. Pissolve
the Union, and then—what? D> you escaps
cmancipation? -Would not war come? And
would it not then b2 a crucade against slavery ?
The rebellion has brought all this upon us, It
can bear no other fruit. The more power it
g-ts the more calamities it will inflict. Let the
rebels now lay down their arme, and obey the
1aws of the federal government, and this proc-
Jamation of the President is a nullity. They
can relieve the country of any dangers or in-
justice from such a source. They will not do
that: not an iote of their pride and ambition
will they sacrifice. We can only say to them
what wohave always said :—Obey the laws and
drop this rebellion, or we shall compel you ; and
when that is done, we ehall settle the account
with the President for this proclamation,

The mesgpure is wholly. unauthorized and
wholly pernicious, Though it cavnot be ex-
ecuted in fact, and though its execulion proba-
bly will never beseriously attempted, its moral
ivtluence will be decided and purely hurtful
8o fur as its own purposc is concerned, itisa
mera brutum fulmen, but it will prove only too
effectual for the purposes of the suemy. Itisa
gizantic usurpation, unrelieved by the promise
of a solitary advantage however minute and
faint, but, on the contrary, uggmvntcd by the
menace of great and unmixed cvil. Kentucky
cannot and will not acquiescs in this measure.
Never! As litt’e will she allow it to chill her
devotion to the cause thus:cruelly imperilled
AUCW, . -
THE ABOLITION VIEW.

From the Boston Liberator, September 253,

Though we believe that this proclamation is
not all that the exigency of the times and the
consequent duty of the Government require—
and therefore sre not so jubilaut over it as
meoy others—still, it is an important step ia
the right direction, sud an act of immense hiz-
toric conscquenes, and justifies the almost uni-
versal glagness of expression and warm con-
gretuiation which it has simultaneously elicited
i every part of the free States, It calls for the
prompt und efiicient enforc:ment, by tho army
and navy, of the Confiscation act, as passed by
Congress, whereby the slaves of all rebels who
may. pe captured, or who may seek protection
under the national flag, are to be liberated un-
conditiopally; and ag the great mass of the
slaveholders are in furious rebellion, it emanci-
pates more thon three-fourths of the entire slave
pppu]n.hon, a8 fegt a8 they shall becrne acces-
sible. It also forbids apy person connected
with tho military or naval “eervice to, arrest or
gend back any fugitive slave whatever. Thése
commands, if faithfully executed by the army’
and nevy, will speedily give a stoggering blow
to the rebellion.  The objectionable festures of
the proclamation are its avowed readiness to
return to bloody stripes and horrible torture
and lifelong servitude (if he be not killed out-

right) any bunted bondmsn on the mere oath

of the villain claiming him that he iz loyal to
the Government—ite Beemm%y, contradictory
talk (for the first portion of it i3 & characteristic
jumble of words{)about emancipating the slaves
in all existing rebel States, on -the Ist of Jau-

uary, 1863 (& time sufficient to enable Jefl.

Davis and his traitorous Confederates to autic-
jpate that measure themselves, and thus gecure
their independence by foreign intervention)—
its proposition to make & new overture to the
slave States to sell their slave system at a bar-
gain—and its mean, absurd- and_prozeriptive
device to expatrinte the colored population
from this, their native land.
ON THE WIHOLF,

we find reason to believe that the President's
firat impression will expreas the sentiment of
conservative men generally, while the patrietic
spirit of the country will acquiesce in any meas-
ures which the Government may adopt to dis-
arm the rebellion.
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