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'commcm:s'r PARTY AND NEGROES, e

The Communist Party's activities smong the Negroes in this s
ecountry and in Negro organizations is another-phase of the united front
policy of the Party.. To understand the aims of the Party in such work,
the directives and resolutions of the Cammunist International must neces-
sarily be referred t0, so that all aspects my be brought to the surface, .

... It is . believed that the fundamental premise in the Communist Party theory -
--of its work among the Negroes. is the resolution with regard to the colonial :
question and - "oppressed nationalities™ as set forth at. varicus times in -
resolutions or directives of ‘the various World Congresses' and Izecutive g
mitteos’ meetings of the Third (communist) In'cernntioml. :

. Along with informtion relativa to the Pe.rby's activities among

: and allegedly for the Negroes in this couniry there will be set out in
"this subdivision directives and resolutions not only of the Communist Party -

. in this country but of its international afﬁ.liate, the Third (Comnunist)

o 'International, or the comintern. .

AR The Second congress of. the Comnlmist I.uternational set forth
S twenty-one points which were adopted as the rules or conditions for . the
. " warious Communist Parties throughout the world to join the Communist.
k - International. Attention is drawn to Point #21 which stated, "those
members of the Party who reject the conditions and the theses of the
Third Internatiomal are liable to be excluded from the Party."

Point #8 stated with regard to this matter:

#In the colonial question and that of the oppressed
petionalities there is a necessary and especially -
distinet and clear line of conduet of the Partles
- ! of countries where the bourgeoisie possesses such
colonies or oppresses other nationalities. Every
party desirous of belonging to the.Third Intemational
should be bound to denounce without any reserve all -
: : the methods of *its own' Imperialists in the colonies,
‘. supporting not only in words but practically a movement - -
: of liberation in the colonies. It should demand the
i expulsion of its own Imperialists from such colonies
and oppressed pationalities, and carry on a gystematic
agitation in its own army against every kind of op-
pression of the calonial population.”

‘To 1ist completely and extensively all directives and resolutions

18 not deemed necessary, however, those importent and pertinent parts
thereof will be set forth as taken from the policy making directives and
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i‘esolutions which have been issued and adopted aihée 1920, .

The colonial question was again dealt with at the Sixth World
Congress of the Communist International held in 1928. It involved the -
subject of the revolutionary movement in the "colonies." As part of the
thesis on this subject the Negro question in the United States was dealt '
with. Pertinent parts as reflecting the Party's policy with respeet to
the Negroaa in th.e United States will be set out herainafter- .

"in connection with the Cculonial question, the S:lxth
Congress draws the close attention of the Communist-
_Parties to the Negro gquestion. The position of the
Negroes varies in different countries and accordingly
quires concrate invsstigation and analysis. eesisss

Among the countries dealt mth were: ' B

t

- "Tho United states and some South American countries, )
PN ; in which the compact Negro masses constitu-be a minority
' “in relat:.on ‘to the white population.

The communist In‘t:e(rnat ional felt that::

"......tha Growbh of the Negro proletariat is the nost -
important phenomenon of recent years., At the same time
there arises in the Negro quarters -- the Negro ghetto --
a petty bourgeoisie, from which is derived a stratem of
intellectuals and a 'I;hin stratem of bourgeoisie, the
latter acting as the agent of imperialism.®

The section of the thesis concscrning the Negro question continues-

none of the most important tasks of the Communist Party
consists in the struggle for a camplete and real equality -
of the Negroes, for the abolition of 2ll kinds of raclal,
social and politicel inequalities. It is the duty of the
communist Party to carry on the most emsrgetic struggle |

. against any exhibition of white chauvinism, to organize -
active resistance egainst lynehing, to strengthen its
work =mong Negro, proletarians, to draw into its ranks -
the most conscious element of the Negro workers, to fight
for the acceptance of Negro workers in all organizations
of white workers, and especially in trade unions (which
does not include, if necessary, their organization into
separate trade unions), to organize the masses of peasants
and agricultural workers in the South, to carry on work
emong the Negro petty bourgeolsie tendencies such as
"Garveyism" ‘and to carry on a struggle against the influence
of such tendencies in the working class and peasantry.
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In those reglons.of the South in which compact Negro
masses axre living, 1t is essential to put forward the
slogan of the "Right of Self-Determination for Negroes'.
A radical transformation of the agrarian structure of
the Southern States is one of the basic tasks of the
revolution. Negro Communists must explain to non-Negro-
workers and peasants that only their closs union with
the white proletariat and joint struggle with them
against the American bourgeoisie can lead to their
libveration from barbarous exploibation and that only
the victorious proleterian revolution will completely

and permsnently solve the agrarien and national questions: -

~of the Southern United States in the interests of the ..
- overvhelming majority of the Negro population of the
country.® o

It can be thus seen that the Third (Communist) International -
regarded the Negro population in the United States and the manner in
which it is to be dealt with as part of the revolutionary work to be
done. in various colonies. The colonial sections of the world have
been referred to in explaining sections of the thesis on the colonial

. question as "an unquenchable blazing furnace of the revolutionary mass

movement®. It has been said further in this regard that: .

"The revolutionary emancipatory movements of the
colonies and semi-colonies more and more rally around
the bamner of the Soviet Union, convincing themselves
by bitter experience that there is no salvation for
them except through allisnce with the revolutionary
proletariat, and through the victory of the world
‘proletarian revolution over world imperialism".

It was said further that:

"In this struggle every conflict between two
Imperialistic states and war of the imperlalists
against the U.S.S.R. must be utilized in colonies
for the mobilisation of the masses and for drawing
them into a decisive struggle against imperialism
for national emancipation and for the victory of
the workers and the peasants".

In 1929, when the Sixth Convention of the Commumilst Party of
the United States of America was held, a letter was directed by the
Executive Committee of the Communisi International to the Convention and
several criticisms and suggestlons were made with reference to Party
work in America. One of the criticisms deslt with the Party's work

~among the Negroes in this country., It was stated:
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%, ....1t has as yet done little to shift its base from
the immigrants to the native Americans employed in the
basic industries. It has done still leas in relation to
the millions of the Negro proletariat'.

With reference to suggestions from the Executive Commitiee of
the Communist Intamational it was stated thabts '

"Four principal conditions are mow' essential in order -
that the Party may definitely enter the path leading
to its transformation into a mass Communist Party, .
four conditions, the decisive significance of which
neither the majority, which is responsible for the .
loadership nor the minority have understood.® -

Among the conditions listed was:

"(3) Freeing the Party from its immigfan’c- Darrowness |
end seclusion and making the Americen workers its wide
~ basis, paying due attention to work among the Negro."

Among the decisions of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of the United States of America on the address of the Communist
International which were made on Saturday, May 18, 1929, it was stated
in #5 of the decision-

"The Central Committee instructs the Secretariat to .
proceed immediately, in agreement with the Executive
Committee of the Communist International, to take

all measures necessary to put into application the
decisions and to realize the objectives of the
Comintern as expressed in the Address."

: In apparent answer to the critlicisms and suggestions, there was
smong the decisions of the Central Committee of the Gommuniat Party of the
Tnited States of America the following decisions (#5):

"The Central Committee approves 8ll decisions of the
Secretariat of the same date, excepting in ordering
immediate publication in the entire Party press of
the Address of the ECCI to the American Party member-
ship and instructs the Secretariat to put these
decisions into effect immediately."

Early in 1929, an address containing instructions was made by
the Executive Committee of the Communist Internationsl "To All Members
of the Communiat Party of the United States". Regarding the Negro '
situation, instructions were additionally issued to the Communist Party
of the United States that it:
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¥eoesomust widen its agitational and organizationsl
. work in the big plants, in the main branches of
" induatry and among the Negroes, and must secure for
the Party en independent leading role in the industrial .
struggles of the working class that are developed,
organizing in the process of the struggle the unorganized
workers®. - - : :

In 1930 at the Seventh National Convention of the Cominunist .

.. Party of the United States of America the Negro question was again dealt
%7 with and a resolution with regard to work by the Party among the Negro ../
- masses was adopted.: The pertinent part of this resolution (#26) will be -

- set out in view of its character and in view of its indication of the - .
. struggle by the Communist Party to overthrow the Government of the United.

. States by force and violence: . ‘

"The building and the work of the party camnnot be
effective without a serious change in its attitude and
practices in regard to the work among the Negro masses -
and the transformation of passivity and underestimation
to active defense and leadership of the struggles of

the Negro masses. The Party must be made to express

in energetic action, its consciousness that revolutionary
struggle of the American workers for power is impossible
without revolutionary unity of the Negro and white
proletariat. To achieve this unity and to win for
Communist leadership also the masses of Negro workers,
the Party must root out all traces of a formasl approach
to Negro work. The Party program for Negro work must
become & living guide for the widest activity among the
Negro end white masses and participation in the struggles
of the Negro masses.

- "The influence of white chauvinism is still felt in the
Party and has recently manifested itself in St. Louis
(opposition in the fraction to a correct Bolshevik line
on Negro work); Detroit (opportunist reluctance in fraction
to struggle against white chauvinism); Chicago, (Lithuanian
fraction): In many instances there has been opportunist
failure to expose such menifestations. Alse, wrong,
hovever, is the tendency, displayed by some Negro comrades
(which they have since corrected more or less completely)
to surrender to the propaganda of the Negro bourgeocisie
end petiy bourgeois intellectuals of race-hatred directed
against all whites without distinction of class."

(It 1s noted in the foregoing paragraph that in the machinations
of the Party itself there appeared to have been racial differences).
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"Protest against the speclal oppression to which Negroes
are subjected, must take the form of intensive political
campaigns, and mass organizations to fight against lynching
»seeothe Party must carry on an uncompromising political

" struggle against all discriminatory laws, such as laws

legalizing disfranchisement, segregation, laws against
intermarriage, etc,® oo .

Resolution #27 also dealt with the 'Negroes in the ﬁnitéd Statéa,
ally in connection with the "slogan of self-determination®:

"The Part& must drganizé a mos'E mtensivé struggle arexmd '
‘the demand of social and political equality for Negroes,

- which is still the main demand of our Party in its work .

among Negroes. At the same time the Party must openly .
and unreservedly fight for the right of Negroes for _
national self-determination in the South, whers Negroes
comprise a majority of the population. Self-determination
for the Negro masses is the logical continuation end
highest expression of the struggle for equal rights (social .
equality). As the Negro liberation movement develops, it
will, in the territories and states with the majority of
Negro population, take more and more the form of a struggle
ageinst the rule of the white bourgeoisie, for self-
determination. Therefore, in its every day struggles for
the conerete issues of social equality, against lynching,

‘against all race discriminatory laws, the Party must

systematically advance the demand for the right of the
Negroes for self-determination. The demand must be
popularized among the working masses of the whole country
to win these workers for the support of the struggle of
Negroes.t . : .

Another resolution (#28) dealt with the method, plan of attack,

and technique in working among the Negroes:

“Special propaganda must be carried on among the Negro
masses on the question of imperialist war, making full
use of the victimization of the Negro masses both in the
colonies and in the United States by the imperialist war

makers who only plunge the Negro masses deeper into slavery. -

"Onless our Negro program is concretized and energetically
pushed, the work of our Party in winning the majority of
the working class will be fruitless in the North as well
a8 in the South."
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The Party's proposed tactics in the South wsre set out in a

‘subsequent resolution (#29):

"The indnstrialization of the South, the proletarianization
of new masses under conditions of the most intense
exploitation, turns the South into an ever more important
battle field of the class struggle in America. This fleld

" becomes doubly important because Negro oppression here
reaches its most violent and extrems forms, with its widest

. ramifications embracing both industry and agriculture. . )

. Southern white ruling class terrorism, directed against . -
both white and Negro workers, assumes particularly vicious
forms against the Negroes.....the Commmist International
has correctly pointed out that the Negro masses in the
rural districts of the South are not 'reserved of capitaliat
reaction’ as conceived by Lovestone and Papper, but potential
allies of the revolutionary proletariat. o

"Our Party camnot function in the increasingly frequent
mass battles of the workers of the South without being

rooted in the working class there. The problems of Communist

leadership....,therefore, is the problem of building our
Party in the South, of tuilding it in those struggles and
of putting inte living practice a truly Bolshevik line in
regard to the Negro guestion.

"eeoeonot less than half of the persomnel of the loading
functionaries in the South shall be Negro workers.
Systematic preparation of this campaign shall insure the
best possible use of thess forces....."

With further reference to the South, it was resolved at the
Seventh National Convention of the Commumnist Party that:

"Our struggle for the defense of the Soviet Union and
against the imperialist war danger must take on more of

a popular character since the Southern bourgeoisie and the
petty bourgeoisie are the most vicious end ardent supporters
of patriotism, militarism and imperialism. Socialist
construction in the Soviet Union must be contrasted with
the terrible conditions of the Southern nasses.....m

Perhaps the most importent directive to the Communist Party of
the United States issued by the Communist International with regard to
the instant matter was set forth in a resolution adopted by the Executive
Gommittee of the Third (Communist) International in October, 1930. It is
believed that the policy set down in this resolution with regard to the
Party's handling of the Negro question in this country is still in effect
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and evidences of its being followed are constantly being reported.  The
resolution appeared not only in the officlel organ of the Communist
International, "The Communist International®, which was published -
bimonthly by Workers Library Publishers, Inc., 35 East 125th Street,
New York City (pages 65-74, February, 1931 issue)}, but also in the
‘official organ of the Communist Party, "The Commumnist" for February
1931 (pages 153-167). :

There are beiﬁg set out héreinaf‘ber excerpts from this reso-
. lubion which is the underlying theory of the program of the Communist
- Party in its activitiea among the Negroes in the United S'hates.

1. "The Commnnist Party of the United States has always

acted openly and energetically against Negra oppression,

and has thersby won increasing sympathy among the Negro
. population.

"In the interest of the utmost clarity of ideas on this
question, the Negro question in the United States must

_ be viewed from the standpoint of its peculiarity, namely
as the question of an oppressed nation, which is in a
peculiar and extrasordinarily distressing situation of a
national oppression, not only in view of the prominent
racial distinction, (marked difference in the color of
skin, ete.), but above all because of considerable social
antagonism (remnants of slavery).....furthermore, it is
necessary to face clearly the inevitable distinction
between the position of the Negro in the South and in the
North, owing to the fact that at least three-fourths of
the entire Negro population of the United States (12,000,000)
live in compact magses in the South, most of them being
peasants and agricultural laborers in a state of semi-
serfdom, federaled in the "Black Belt" and constituting
the majority of the population,. whereas the Negroes in
the Northern states, are for the most part industrial
workers of the lowest categories who have recently come
to the various industrial centers from the South (having
often even fled from thers).

"The struggle of the Communists for equal rights of the
Negroes, applies to all Negroes, in the North as well sas
in the South. The struggle for this slogan embraces all
or almost all of the important special interests of the
Negroes in the North, but not in the Soubth, whers the
main Communist slogan must be: The Right of Self-
Determination of the Negroes in the Black Belt.....

I. "“THE STRUGGLE FOR THE EQUAL RIGHTS OF THE NEGROES.
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2. "The basis for the demand of equallity of the Negroes
is provided by the speclal yoke to which the Negroes of
the United States are subjected by the ruling classes.....
this is partly due to the historical past of the American .
Negroes as imported slaves, but is much more due to the
st111 existing slavery of the American Negro which is
immediately apparent, for exampls, in comparing thelr -
sltuation even with the situation of the Chinese and
Japanese workers in the West of the United States, or
with the lot of the Filipinos (Malay race) who are under
the colom.al repressa.on.

.....al‘l. through the South, the Neg.'oes are not only
deprived of all rights, and subjected to the arbitrary
will of the white exploiters, but they are also socially-
ostracized, that i3, they are treated in general, not as
human beings, but as cattle.....everywhers the American
bourgseoisie surrounds the Negroes with an atmosphera of
social ostraclazm.

"The 100 per cent Yankee arrogance divides the American
population into a series of castes, among which the Negroes
conabitute, so to speak, the caste of 'Untouchables', who
are in a stlll lower category than the lowest categories
of humen soeciety, the immigrant laborers, the yellow
immigrants, and the Indiens.,...Negroes have to live in
special segregated ghettoes (and, of course, have to pay
extremely high rent).....marriege between Negroes and
whites is prohibited.....as wage earners, the Negroes

are forced to perform the lowest and most difficult work;
eoeesmany American Federation of Labor trade unions do
not admit Negro workers.....

" es..the origin of all this is not difficult to find: .
This Yankee arrogance towards the Negroes stinks of the
disgusting atmosphers of the old slave market,.....

3. U"The demand for equal rights in our sense of the word,
means not only demanding the same rights for the Negroes
as the whites have in the United Staetes at the present time,
but also demanding that the Negroes should be granted all
rights and other advantages which we demand for the
corresponding oppressed classes of whites, (workers and
other toilers).....this is to bs obtained by constant
struggle by the white and black workers for effective
legal protection for the Negroes in all fields, as well
as actual enforcement of their equality end combating of
every expansion of Negrophobia.,...
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"The struggle for the equal right of the Negroes dees
not in any way exclude recognliion and support for the
Negroes' rights to their own special schools, government
organs, etc., wherever the Negro masses put forward such
national demands of their own aeccord.....the broad masses
of the Negro population in the big industrial centers of
the North are, however, making no efforts whatsoever to
maintain and cultivate a national sloofness, they ars, on
the contrary, working for assimilation. This effort of
the Negro masses can do much in the fubture to facilitate
the progressive forces of amalgemating the whites and .

" Negroes into one nation, and it is under no circumstances

the tasks of the Communists to give support to the bourgeois
nationalism in its Pight with the progressive assimilation
tendenciag of the Negro working masses, )

AN n.....the struggle for equal ‘right for the Negroes 15;
in fact, one of the most important parts of the proletarlan

. class struggle of the United States.....

#* * 3#* 3 #* - ¥# 3

"The increasing unity of the various working class elements
provokes constant attempts on the part of the American
bourgeoisie to play one group against another, particularly
the white workers against the black, ‘and the black workers
against the immigrant workers, and vice versa, and thus to
promote the divisions within the working-class, which
contribute to the bolstering up of the American capitalist
rules, The Party must carry on a ruthless struggle against
a1l these attempts of the bourgeoisie and do everything to
strengthen the bond of class solidarity of the working-class
upon a lasting basis.

"TIn the struggle for equal rights for the Negroes, however,
it is the duty of the white workers to march at the head
of this struggle.....they, the white workers, must boldly
Jump at the throat of the 100 per cent bandits who stirike
a Negro in the face. This struggle wlll be the test of
the real international solidarity of the American white
workers. ‘ :

"It is the speclal duty of the revolutionary Negro workers
to carry on tireless activity among the Negro working masses
to free them of their distrust of the white proletariat and
draw them into the common front of the revolutionary class
struggle agalnst bourgeoisie.....
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"Parthermore, the Communist Party must resist all
tendencies within its own ranks to ignore the Negro
question as a national question in the United States,
not only in the South but also in the North., It is
advisable for the Communist Party in the North to
abstain from the establishment of any special Negro
organizations, and in place of it to bring the black’
and white workers together in common organizations
of struggle and joi.nt action.....

II. °“THE STRUGGLE FOR THE RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION OF THE NEGROES :
IN THE BLACK BELT. i -

5. "It is not correct to consider the Nagro zone in

the South as a colony of the United States.....on the
one hend, the Black Balt is not in itself, elther
economically or politically such a united whole as to )
warrant its being ealled a specisl colony of the United
States, but on the other hend this zone is not, either
economically or politically, such an integral part of
the whole United States as any other part of the
country.eesas

6. "Owing to the peculiar situation in the Black Belt
(the fact that the majority of the resident Negro
population are farmers and agricultural laborers and
that the capitalist economic system as well as political
class rule there is not only of a speclal kind, but to a
great extent still has pre-capitalist and semi-colonial
features), the right of self-determination of the Negroes
as the main slogan of the Communist Party in the Black
Belt is appropriate. This, however, does not in any
way mean that the struggle for equal rights of the
Negroes in the Black Bolt is less necessary or less
well founded than it is in the North.....

"The slogan of ths right of self-determination
occupies the central place in the liberation struggle
of the Negro population in the Black Belt against the
yoke of American imperislism. But this slogan, as we
see it, muat be carried out only in connection with two
other basic demands.....

(a) ‘“Confiscation of the land and property of the
white landowners and capitalistg for the bemefit

of the Negro farmer.....wlthout this revolutionary
measure, without the agrarian revolution, the right
of self-determination of the Negro population would
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be only a Ubtepia, or, at best, would remain only
on paper without changing in any way the actual
enslavement,

(b) "Establishment of the state unity of the
Black Belt.....if the right of self-determiration
of the Negroes is to be put into force, it is
necessary wherever possible to tring togsther into °
" one governmental unit all districts of the South
where the majority of the settled population
consistas of Negroes. Within the limits of this
state there will of course remain a fairly sligni-
ficent white minority which must submit to the
right of self-determination of the Negro majority
eves.8VOry plan regarding the establishment of
the Negro state with an exclusively Negro popu-
lation in America (and, of course, still more
exporting it to Africa) is nothing but an unreal
and reactionary caricature of the fulfillment of
the right of self-determination of the Negroes.....

(¢) "Right of self-determination. This means
complete and unlimited right of the Negro majority

to exerciss governmentsl suthority in the entire
territory of the Black Belt as well as to decids
upon the relations between their territory and other
nations, particularly the United States.....first of
all, true right to self-determination means that the
Negro majority end not the white minority in the
entire territory of the administratively united
Black Belt exercises the right of administrating
governmental, legislative, and judicial authority
«ess.thorefore, the overthrow of this class rule
in the Black Belt is unconditionelly necessery in
the struggle for the Negroes' right to self-deter-
mination. ' This, however, means at the same time
the overthrow of -the yoke of Americen Imperi-
elism in the Black Belt on which the forces of the

. white bourgeoisie depend.....

", ....0ven if the situation does not yet warrant the

raising of the question of uprising, one should not limit
oneself at present, to propaganda for the demands: ‘Right
to Self-Determination', but should organize mass actions
such as demonstration, strikes, tax boycott movements, ete.

", ....it goes without saying that the Communists in the
Black Belt will, and must try to win over all working
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" elements of the Negroes, that is, the majority of the:
- population, to their side and to convince them not only
that they must win the right of self-determination, but
-also that they must make use of this right in accordance
) with the comunist program.......

8. - .....complate right to- self-detarmination 1ncludes S

_‘ “also the right to  govermmental separation, but does ‘not - -

‘' necessarily imply that the Negro population should mske - .
- use of this right under all circumstances, that is, tha

it must actually separate or attempt to separate the s
. :Black Belt from the existing governmental federation with
: the Un:.ted Stat&...... : . e

"......If the proletariat has come into powar in the United

States, the Communist Negroes will not come out for at’
against separation of the Negro Republic from federation

~ with the United States. But the right of the Negroes to
governmental separation will be unconditionally realized
by the Communist Party, it will unconditionally -give the .
Negro population of the Black Belt freedom of choice even
on this question.  Only when the proletariat has come into
power in the United States the Comunists will carry on
propaganda among the working masses of the Negro population
against separation, in order to convince them that it is
much better and in the interest of the Negro nation for
the Black Belt to be a free republic, where the Negro
majority has complete right of self-determination but
remains governmentally federated with the great proletarian
republic of the United States.cssse”

", .e...At the present time, however, the situation in the
national struggle in the South is not such as to win mass
support of the working Negroes for this separatist struggle;
and it is not the task of the Commnists to call upon them
to separate, without taking into consideration the existing
situation of the desires of the Negro masses.

Meeeeoodn this sharpening of the situation In the SOuth,
Negro separatism will presumebly increase, and the question
of the independence of the Black Belt will become the
question of the day. Then the Communist Party must.also
face this question and, if the circumstances seem favorable,
must stand up with all strength and courage for the struggle
to win independence and for the establishment of a Negro
republic in the Black Belt. .

9. "The general relation of the Communists to separatlst
tendencies among the Negroes, described above, camnot mean
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that Communists assoclate themselves at present, o:i‘~

generally speaking, during capitalism, indiseriminately
and without criticism with all the separatist currents
of the various bourgeois or _petty bourgeols Negro grouDee..

" vees.The question of pawer -is decided not only through
the demend of separation, but just as mach .through the

" demand of the right to decide the separation question and
B self-determination in generalessose

"......One camnot deny that it is just possible for the
./ Negro population of the Black Belt to win the right to

self-determination during capitalism; bdut it is perfectly

. elear and indubitable that this is possible only through

successful revolutionary stmggle for power sgainst the -
American bourgeoisie, through wresting the Negroes' right
tq selffdeterminatiqn from tl_xe American imperialismecece

o 10. "The slogan for the right of self-determination and
- the other fundamental slogans of the Negro question in
. the Black Belt does not exclude but rather pre-supposes an -

energetic development of the struggle for concrete partial
demands linked up with the daily needs and afflictions of

wide magses of working Negroes ......Commanists must above
ell remember this:

(a) "The direct aims and partial demands around which
a partial struggle develops are to be linked up in the
course of the struggle with the revolutionary funda-
mental slogans brought up by the question of power, in a
popular manner eorresponding to the mood of the

JiT-X-T-1:Y- O ‘

(b) "......BEvery kind of national oppression which
arouses the indignation of the Negro masses can be
used as a suitable point of departure for the develop-
ment of partial struggles, during which the abolition
of such oppressions, as well as their prevention
through revolutionary struggle against the ruling
exploiting dictatorship must be demanded.

(¢) "Everything should be done to bring wide masses
of Negroes into these partial struggles. This is
important - and not to carry the various partial
demands to such an ultra-radical point that the mass
of working Negroes are no longer able to recognize
them as their OWR eecees
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(d) Wees.osNegro Commnists must clearly dissociate
themselves from all bourgeois currents in the Negro
movement, mast indefatigably oppose the spread of ‘ohe
1n£luence of the bourgeois groups on the working
Negroes.- In dealing with them they must apply the
Commmist tactic laid down by the 6th C. I. (Communist
International) Congress with regard to the Colonial
Question, in order to guarantee the hegemony of the
Negre proletariat in the national liberation movement
of the Negro population, and to coordinate wide masses
of the Negro peasantry in a steady fighting a]llance
with the- proletarlat. .

(3) One must work with the utmost energy for the

establishment and consolidation of Communist Party

organizations and revolutionary trade unions in the
Southeesess

11, "It is particularly incumbent on Negro Communists to
criticize consistently the half-heartedness and hesitation
of the petty bourgeois national-revolutionary Negro leaders
in the liberation struggle of the Black Belt, exposing them
before the masseSe......their constant call to the Negro
masses must be: Revolutionary struggle against the ruling
white bourgeoisie, through a fighting alliance with the
revolutionary white proletariat..s.e..But it is also clear
that 'Tonly a victorious proletarian revolution -will finally
decide the agrerian question and the national question in
the South of the United States, in the interest of the
predominating mass of the Negro population of the country!
(Colonial Theses of the Sixth World Congress).

12, "The struggle regarding the Negro question in the
North must be linked up with the liberation struggle of

the South, in order to endow the Negro movement throughout
the United States with the necessary effective strength
eeesselhe Communist Party of the United States must bring
into play its entire revolutionary energy in order to
mobilize the widest possible masses of the white and black
proletariat of the United States, not by words, but by
deeds, for real effective support of the struggle for the
liberation of the Negroes......The more American imperialism
fastens its yoke on the millions-strong Negro masses, the
more must the Communist Party develop the mass struggle

for Negro emancipation, and the better use it must make of
all conflicts which arise out of the national differences,
as an incentive for revolutlonary mass action against the
bourgeoisie. This is as much in the direct interest of the
proletarian revolution in America......Whether the rebellion
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of the Negroes is to be the outcome of a general revolutionary
situstion in the United States, whether it is to originate
in the whirlpool of decisive fights for power by the
working class, for proletarian dictatorship, or whether
on the contrary the Negro rebellion will be the preluds
of gigantic struggles for power by the American proletariat,
cannot be foretold now.  But in either contingency, it is
_ essential for the Communist Party to make an energetic -
- beginning now at.the present moment with the organization -
. of .joint mass struggles.of white.and black workers against -
‘Negro oppression. - This alone will enable us to geb rid of .
- the bourgeois white chauvinism, which is polluting the ranks
" of the white workers of America, to overcome the distress:
of the Negro masses caused by the inhuman barbarous Negro
slave traffic still carried on by the American bourgeoisie —
" inasmuch as it is directed even against all white workers -—-
and to win over to-our side these millions of Negroes as
active fellow-fighters in the struggle for the overthrow of
bourgeois power throughout America.w.

As positive indication that the directives of the October 1930
Resolution on the Negro question by the Executive Committee of the Communist
Tnternational are still being followed, it has been reported that any
course taught by Pettis Perry, Negro Communist Party functionary in Los
Angeles, California, in the Los Angeles Workers School deals with the
Negro question. In the outline of this course on Page 10 there is contained
Tesson 4 which is entitled "The Negro Question as a National Question:

The Struggle for the Right of Self-Determination for tne Black Beli®s In
this lesson there is discussed the characteristics ‘'of the WBlack Belt® and
the right of self-determination in direct harmony with the directives laid
down in the above-mentioned resolution of the Executive Committee of the
Communist International. Furthermore, at the end of this lesson there is
set forth suggested reading, Article No. 3 as stated on Page 14 vhere
Lesson Z ends is the "Resolution of the Communist International, October
1930w, its source being designated as "The Communist®, February 1931.
Additional suggested reading which in turn refers to the Resolution of the
Communist Irnternational is said to be in Harry Haywood's article entitled
nThe Theoretical Defenders-of White Chauvinism in the Labor Movement" as
appearing in “The Communist®, June 1931. In his article Haywood, who, of
course, has been a Communist Party member, makes reference to the pregram
of the Communist Internmational on Wthe Negro Question¥, Haywood states
with regard to this: ) :

"he correctness of the program of the Communist
International on the Negro Question is conclusively
proven in the present crisis by the response of the
Negro masses to the slogans of the Party, and by their
increasing participation together with the white workers
in joint struggles against the capitalist offensive.®
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The art:x.c.'l.e then goes on to deal with an attack made on the
Resolution of the Communist International by one Will Herberg in the
publication "The Revolu.t:.onary Age® which was the official organ of the
WLovestoneites®.

In a draft resolution for the Eighth Convention of the Communist
Party of the United States of America, 1934, a section was devoted to "The
Role oi‘ the Negro Reformst" It was stated: .

"Among the Negro masses, the Negro reformists are be:mg
. revedled more and more as the chief social support of . ..
imperialist reaction, (N. A. A. C. P., Vhite, Pickens, . -
DuBois etc.). .They have supported the Roosevelt New - ™
Deal as a 'New Deal'! for the Negroes., They carried
through treacherous actions in connection with the
Scottsboro Campaign and sabotaged the mass movement of
-the Negroes against the Scottsboro verdict.

nBecause of the radicalization of the Negro masses the
ever growing readiness of the Negroes to struggle, the
revolutionary energy developed among the Negrc masses,
and the growing unity of the white and Negro workers,
there are cropping up all kinds of petty—bourgeois
nationalist movementeesse '™

Vith further reference to the Negro, it was stated in the rough
draft resolution with regard to Party work'- .

"It must expose cha.unm.st propaganda, and spread the
ideas of solidarity and unity of Negro and white, of
native and foreign born, and proletarian internationalism,
fighting for equal rights for Negro and foreign born,

for the right of self-determination of the Negro people
and the black raceseesss™

The draft resolution for the Bighth Convention of the Communist
Party, United States of America contazined a section with reference to
"Struggle for Negro Rights and Self-Determination®, It was stateds

"eeseseThe Party must recruit Negroes into the Party in
revolutionary mass organizations, and promote Negro
padres......The Party must build the L. S. N. R. (League
of Struggles for Negro Rights) as the mass organization
around the Party program on the Negro question, organize
a struggle of the Negro tenant farmers and sharecroppers
in the South.

uThe strengthening of our Party among the Negro proletariat,
the winning of a strong proletarian base for leadership in.
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the liberation movement, as a whole, bscomes a condition
for the further extension of our work among the Negro
masses. ' .

"The situation among the Negroes bnngs to the fore as an.
urgent task, the preparation and organization of national
rebellion of the Negro people as an integral part of the-

" tasks of the preparation of the world.ng class for the

struggle for power. veons

In 1935, James . Ford, one of 'bhe foremost Negro Commun:.st
Party leaders who is extremely and 1mpor‘t.a.ntly acnve in work among 'bhe ‘
Negroes, stated- : IR .

i “There is no questlon about 'the outcome of our um.ted

With

front activities among Negro organizations, providing
the Communists and the advanced Negro workers and
1nte11ectuals undertake their work seriously.w

reference to church organization, he statess

nThe church represents a fertile field for work as an
institution that has a solid contact with the Negro
masses, forming a social as well as a religious center,
Long before there were social clubs, meeting halls or
fraternal halls the church served their purposes.
Marriages, baptisms, funerals, dramas, amusement,
religion, all the features of Negro social activities
were bound up in the church.% - -

At the Ninth Convention of the Communist Party, in 1936, a
resolution based on the report of Earl Browder, General Secretary of the
Commumist Party, was passed concerning "The Struggle Against Reactlon,
Fascism, and War¥,. With reference to the Negroes, it was stated in this

resolution:

WThe central task in promoting the unity of action of

the Negro people remains the policy of bringing about

a United Negro Peoples Front as initiated by the Negro
Congress. The success of this movement demands more
intensive mass mobilization for daily struggles against
Negro discrimination (in unions, jobs, relief, education,
etc.), against lynching and for equal rights. The main
practical tasks are to build a Negro Congress, to promote
the organizations of the Negro workers in the unions,

to improve our work in the South and develop the Negro
leading personnel.
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Speaking before the Tenth National Convention of the Communist
Party of the United States of fmerica on May 28, 1938, at Carnegie Hall,
New York City, Barl Browder, General Secretary of the Party, dealt with
wThe Negro Liberation Movement®w:
w,.....For many years we labored, giving our utmost co-
operation to the most advanced Negroes in their efforts
to arouse a new liberation movement among them, giving
our energies to winning the white workers and democratic
masses to alliance with the Negroes to fight for that -
" equal citizenship so vital to white and black alike.

mAt our ninth convention, we could note hopefully the-
foundation, a few months before of the National Negro:
Congress which assumed the task of gathering together ‘
such a liberation movement. Today, at our tenth con- - .
vention, we can declare that the National Negro Congress
is beginning to realize its task in a serious Waye..e.e
It has formulated the demands of the Negro people in such
clear but restrained form as to win the attention and
respect of the broadest masses of the population.

wile must continue to give the National Negro Congress our
heartiest support. We should help it to solve its
organizational problems, of linking up closely together
in practical cooperation all the multitude of organi- '
zations of the Negroes pressihg evermore stubbornly among
the general labor and democratic organizations the full
recognition of the Negro and his problems as the condition
for the advance of all, :

WRecruitment of Negroes into our Party, and their training
for leadership, have made some advances in the past two
years, but we can by no means be satisfied with what we.
have accomplished. Constant attention to this question
is necessary, constant self critical examination of our
work, let .the outstanding contribution to our Party of
Comrade James Ford, be a constant reminder to everyone
of us of the great resources waiting for our Party amonz
the Negro masses. We have been called "The Negro Party®
by our enemies in the South; we repeat again that we
claim this title as a badge of honor but let us deserve
it by serious recruitment of Negro members.%

In 1938, the Negro Commrission of the National Committee of the
Communist Party reasoned purportedly with regard to the Negroes in this
country:

36 % 4E 3 36 % R % R
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wClearly the interests of the Negro people lies in the
continuation and strengthening of this alliance (The
~2lliance of Negroes and whites). It is for this reason -
that we must emphatically reject all ideas which tend

to weaken this unity, all ideas which contend that the
fight for Negro rights, i.e., for our full participation
in American democracy,-is something separate and apart from -
the sight of the whole American people for the preservation
and extension of democratic freedom. This is why the
fiction of Fascist Japan, as the champion of the darker
races against a presumably solid white world, based as it
is on the false conception of race against race, is-so.
dangerous to the interests of our people. The supporters
of this theory would direct our justified hatred of the .
white ruling class oppressors into channels of hatred of
all whites; that is, they would separate us from our true
allies and thus weaken our .fight. Such doctrines can only
play into the hands of our bitterest enemies.

®..eeesthe tremendous cultural advances made by the
liberated multi-colored nationality in the U.S.S.R. -
shatters the chauvinist theory of the !inherent .
inferiority' of the darker people.

n0f a population of 175,000,000 people in the Soviet
Union, more than one-fourth are dark skimnned people.
These peoples are today sharing the general prosperity
and culbural advance that has been achieved under .
Socialism,

I 3 Ik I 3 G 3 St

“The example of the Soviet Union in its abolition of

race hatred, its successful solution of the question

of national minorities through full equality in
fraternity of people, points clearly the path which the -
Negro people and other oppressed peoples must follow in

a successful struggle for their liberation. The main
lesson of the Soviet Union for her people is the necessity
of united action with other victims of Capltalism against
the common enemy. In this country, it means the unity

of Negro and white tollers and all progressive forces

in the democratic front against the Fascist-minded bankers
of Wall Street, for jobs, security, democracy, and peace."

In the election platform of the Communist Party for 1940, one
plank dealt with the Negro race in this country:

303 % 6 oF 3F 3 E R
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n3, Guarantee the Negro people complete equality,
equal rights to jobs, equal pay for equal work, the
full right to organize, serve on juries and hold
public office. Pass the anti-lynching bill, demand
the just penalty for lynchers. Enforce the 13th,
14th and 15th amendments to the United States Con-~
st:.tu'tion."

****a&a&x--x—at-*'

The above platform pla.nk has been taken from a pamphlet entitled
"Election Platform of the Communist Party®, published by the Workers .
-Iibrary Publishers, August 1940, New York City, and which bore the p:.ctures
"of Earl Browder who ran for president, and James Ford who ran for vice
president., It should be noted in this same pamphlet there were contained

war and that all steps should be taken to see that America did not aid or
engage in 'Bh° wars

With regard to the ®Negro People and the New World S:.tuatlon‘f
" James W. Ford (Negro), member of the Natiohal Committee of the Gormnum.st
Party and three times Communist Party candidate for Vice President of the
United States in August, 1941, stated: .

"This situation demands and places before us the i‘ollomng
tasks for the immediate future:

wl, To work for greater collaboration between the
Negro peoples! movement and the organized labor
movement, because the fate of our country and that
of the Negro people lies in the progressive organized
labor movement that has the opportunity and ability
to organize all the toilers for the defense of the
best interests of our country and to help annihilate
. Fascism at home and abroad, and also for the defense

P . of the special interests of the Negro peoplescees.

i the Negro people must work towards the fullest cooperation

P . with the labor movement. The trade

! Co unions have a splendid chance to take bold, organized

| steps to abolish discrimination in industry and in

the trade unions against Negroes.

w2, The threat of Fascism requires that the Negroes
work to influence the foreign policy of the government,
to the end that its action corresponds with the spoken
words of Roosevelt of 'All possible aid! to the U.S.S.R.,
to encourage and support the President's policy of

TA1l possible aid to the Soviet Union! in order to
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 defeat Hitler Fascism......the Negro people must fight -

against the unjust political persecution of Earl Browder.

n3, To work to unite all the forces and organizations .

" of the Negro peoplesssess

",. We must work among the people in such a way as to
achieve cooperation with all sincere and progressive

people; we must avoid the danger of sectarianism, and:
find the way to all those elements in this changing

" International situation, who are inclined to go 'along

in this struggle against Fascism reaction and to join

* with us and with.the Progressive forces.

"5, We must fight against discrimina‘bién in the armed

- forces for the right of the Negroes to bear arms in .

defense of democracy on the basis of equality.

. "6; The Communist Party must increase its efforts on

behalf of the Negro people and win Negroes for the
Communist Party. The reports of this National
Committee meeting have been shown that in many
sections in the district substantial gains have
been made in recruiting Negroes, especially Negro
industrial workers, into our Party in that great -
campaign in behalf of the freedom of Comrade Earl
Browder, and I think the possibilities today are
still greater for winning Negroes into the
Communist Party.

EE I T A I

"However, in this new period we must begin to develop
more intensive idealogical work among the Negroes,
explaining to them the struggle against Fascism,
explaining the policies of the Soviet Union, explaining
Socialism and Communism, '

W7, eeeessOur greatest attention should be given to
winning the Negro proletariat into the trade unions
and into the Communist Party.

g, At the same time we must give great attention
to the problems of the Negro middle class and
intellectual elements, who bear in great measures
the great cultural aspirations of the Negro people,
and who play an important role in the struggle of
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the Negro people for democracy and for defense of
the democratic institutions of our country.

wThe attack on the Soviet Union opens up. the
possibility for the unity of forces on a world scale
‘to wipe Fascism from the face of the earth, and
develop a path of freedem and democracy for people
throughout the world.

: It is p01nted out that James W. Ford in furthering the Communist
L Party Iine prior to the German invasion of Russia protested strongly
. against such things as lend-lease ald to England, the Selective Service
system, and urging non-interventionism on ’che part of the United States
" in the world coni']:i.cu.

The 1942 Communist Party platform carried the following plank-
R IR IR R RN

"Winning the war demands the fullest integration

of all sections of the American people in the common
war effort. This must be achieved by enforcing the
Federal and New York State Constitutional guarantees
and ending every form of discrimination--of the Negro
people, and the Jewish people--the loyal foreign born
people of our State, those naturalized and those not
yet citizens.

e 3 W 3 N 3 K
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In the Spring of 1943, the Communist Party devoted considerable
effort to the distribution throughout.the country where active Party units
are located and likewise vwhere heavier Negro populations were centered, of
a pamphlet written by Benjamin Davis, Jr., Negro member of the National.
Committee of the Communist Party and writer for the Communist Daily Worker,
entitled "The Negro People and the Communist Party.® This pamphlet, which
was published by the Workers Iibrary, Publishers, in March, 1943, has been

distributed, according to reports, on a wide basis.

In view of such wide distribution it can be considered as being-
looked upon in a favorable light by the Communist Party, especially in its
organizational and recruiting activities among Negroes, In effect, it is an
invitation for Negroes to join the Communist Party and purportedly an :
explanation of the Communist Party. It is introduced by a portion of the
biography of the writer, particularly that period in which he became a
member of the Communist Party. Thereafter, in a section entitled "The Negro
Stake in Victory," the writer sets forth how poorly the Negro population
-of this country would fare under Nazi or Japanese domination, as well as
how unfruitful are the attempts of other political groups in this country to
obtain added rights for Negroes. An eulogy to Russia is set forth, saying
that it is the greatest champion for freedom and equality for -all peoples,
and it is stated that Russia's participation in the present war was one of
the decisive factors in determining the character of the war as one for
survival of national liberation. Thereafter in the pamphlet is a section
entitled "The Soviet Union and the War® in which an additional eulogy is
given to the Soviet Union as well as the necessity of close relations between
Russia and the United States.

In the next section, which is entitled #Victory Will Help Smash
dJim Crow,' the theme is taken that through the successful prosecution of
the war, additional rights will be obtained for Negroes, yet in this
rrosecution there must be a constant fight for the abolition of discrimination
and segregation. (This theme is to be distinguished from that taken by
Negro organizations and groups which put forth the program that winning
the war and winning added "equal rights® for Negroes are on a par.)
Certain statements in this section are believed to be significant in that
not only do they set forth the ostensible Communist Party line but they
are famlliar to those used in the directive of the Communist International of
October, 1930, which has been set forth previously in this section:

"The urgency of military necessity requires that all treatment of
the Negro people and the Colonial people as 'inferior! and

'second class' human beings be promptly ended eee.. The right to
self determination for India, for the Colonial peoples of Africa,
tne West Indies, Asia, Puerto Rico, and Latin America must be
recognized in order to mobilize these peoples for a peoples' victory
and a peoples! peace.
FRERSEEE
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"In order to speed the tempo of ending Jim~Crow it

must be fought for actively by labor and the people.

Total mobilization for wimning the war can spell the
" death knell of the disgraceful Jim-Crow system.

wThe Communist Party, equipped with the scientific
teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, is the only
Party that has placed the elimination of all 'race

' supremacy' practices and theom.es as a pre—conditlon
foxr sw:Lft w.ctory.

‘%HHH(—A*A

WThe . stmggle for Negro rights was always a matter of
Jjustice and the enforcement of the Constitution. Now
this fight must be pursued relentlessly as a military
necessity-~as a matter of achieving victory at t.he
earllest moment and at the least coste

IHESESE

"fe Communists fight against the Jim-Crow system as a
part of the national effort to speed production and to
speed all-out offensive--especially the opening of the
second front against Hitler on the European Continent..,.%
(The reference to the Wopening of the second frontw
brought in in connection with the theme of this pamphlet -
is not the first instance this demand of the Party has
been put forth in comection with its exploitation of the

. Negro population in this country. This has been done in
numerous articles appearing in Communist publications and
it is to be recalled that the charge, unsubstantiated by
corroborative information, was made by Communists subsequent
to the Detroit riots in June, 1943, when it was stated by
Communist functionaries in Detroit that the riots had been
prompted by fifth column forces as a hindrance to the war effort
“on the eve of an invasion" of the mainland of Furope.)

A recent publicized statement of Earl Browder was given space in
the Daily Worker, Communist news organ, for July 14, 1943, This statement,
with regard to the Negro situation, was made in answer to the hypothetical
question: ‘"Does the Communist Party ever.undertake to stir up racial and group
antagonisms.e...?" Browder, in his answer, is quoted as follows:

nNo, that charge is a falsehood, complate and unconditional.
There are no more relentless enemies of racial antagonism
than the Communists, If the inference is drawn that
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rCommunigts stir up racial antagonism by demanding
equal rights for all, thereby proveking riots by

those who would deny egual rights, then I.can only
say that the Communists stand upon the U. S. :
Constitution in this respect, while our eritics stand
upon evasion or flouting of the Constitution. ‘The
Communists openly fight against anti-Semitiam,
anti=-Negroism in the U. S. as evidence of Hitleriam
which must be campletely destroyed. IFf the question

. infers the old charge that Commmnists incite strike - B
 movements, that is absolutely the opposite of the truth ~ = -
in this wartime in which the Comunists are restraining .-

- all strike action or trends among the workers, No .. =
. matter how justified ‘they might be in peace time, as

. fox la‘bor struggle in general, that is not a special:

"issue of the Communists. The Communists work for the - -
most complete natiomal unity for the war, for unity among
the United Nations, for victory and for the post-war
reconstruction of the world, for the elimination of all
artificial divisions among mankind -- in short for the

" practical realization of the brotherhocod of men."

IMSTANCES OF EXPLOITATION

: From time to time information has been received from confidential .
sources which reflects the Party's maneuvering among and exploitation of
members of. the Negro population in this country. These actions appear to
controvert that which appears on the surface to be fostering the advancement
of Negroes in this country by the conmunist Partye.

. A digression ‘should be made momentarily to in:t‘ormtion which has
been received concerning the gemeral broad program of the Communist Party in
the United States in which all of the propositions point to a calculation
of strengthening in the long run the world position of the Communist Party.
Numerous examples have been quoted in which Party leaders in various districts
of the Party are working day by day with the rank and file members of the Party
and actively preaching revolution and preparing for revolutionary activity when
the opportunity presents itself.

Along these lines a- confidential informant who has 'been a Gomunist
Party member and who is believed to be schooled in its technigune, has commented
as follows: The concensus of opinion among Party members is that no trouble
will result from their efforts until after the war when Negro labor and
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employees hired during this war will be replaced by men returning from

the atmed forces. The Communist Party believesthat after the war 1is

over there will be at least a short period of unemployment, after which

- ‘men returning from the amed forces will replace the newly trained workers,

. ineluding Negroes, who will then be forced out on to a waiting list. Dis-:

. ‘content will be the result. It is then that the Communist Party will be .
- . 'able to spread further seeds of discontent. RN : S
e The-foregoing reasoning was offered by this confidential source.
as an explaration for the Party's interest in supporting the Negro population
along with the war effort by decrying alleged abuses or discrimination e
against Negroes and supporting social intercourse and the abolition of the . -
‘suppression of races. . Sl e T - R oL

L :Anotherv‘ confidehtial informant, a Negro who was for many years a
" member of the Communist Party and reached important heights in this group,
" has made the following comments: ' : ' o .

wHowever, thers are certain conditions under which the
Negro lives that tend to create grave dissatisfaction with
-~ the way democracy works. It is this dissatisfaction that -
Communists are using to spread among Negroes the seeds of
lack of confidence in and disloyalty to American democracy."

(Referring to "Jim-Crow" laws): *"The Communists are constantly
exploiting this law in order to rally. the Negro under their
banner.n .

{Referring to the poll tax): "The Communists are utilizing
this to stir up the Negroes. They are linking up the demand
for the abolition of the poll tax with the 'right of the
Negro of the land® and the establishment of an autonomous
Negro govermment in the black belt."”

"The'rlecent‘ lynchings of Negroes s..e. .have added fuel to the

fire which is always being fanned by the Comnunists and other
anti~American elements."” :
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(Referring to crime in Harlem and its publication in
white newspapers): .“Here again the Communists react
to this situation, attack the city administration, urge .
the pecple to protest and fight against police brutality .
and to fight against discrimination and for jobs." )
) "Communists are always alert »and‘ react quickly to each SN
" and every grievance of the Negroes and form.some Sort of
. committee-to rally the people to struggle to eliminate ... -
""" the grievance. . Their methods are devicus. They form -
. varimas.front organizations, making use of promipent .
. . persons to attain their objectives, the Daily Worker, .
1. - the Negro papers, and leaflets." e

As a practical example of the foregoing, jnformation has been
received from two areas, namely, Detroit and Washington, wherein known
Communists have sent Negroes, properly qualified, to various industrial
places to seek employment with the intent thet, jobs being denied these
Negroes, the Party, through its various forces, would publicize the
matter as diserimination. It is also known that Communist Party members
have offered to "drum up" alleged cases of discrimination againat Negro
workers for the Fair Employment Practices Comittee. )

\

An additional example of the Party's machinations involving the
Negro question is incorporated in the following information wherein it
will be seen that the Party's participation in labor union matters was turned
into an incldent allegedly involving the racial question.
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During the period of Augist 1 to August 5, 1942, a series of con-
ferences were held in Room 514, Masonic Temple Building, Birminghem, Alabama,
In attendance at these conferences were Robert F. Hall, Communist Party Chair-
man for Distriot 17; Jobn P, Davis, colored, a representative of the National
Negro Congress, Washington, D. C.; Louis Burpham, colored, Executive Secre-
tary of the Southern Negro Youth Congress; Mary Southard, Executive Secretary
of the Young Communist League for District 17; Anne Mayfield, colored, Commu-
nist Party member; Mike Ross, a representative of the International Union of
Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers of America, CIO; and Bernard Borsh, Southern
Director of the National GCouncil of Gas, Coke and Chemical Vorkers of America,
cIO0.

At the meeting held on August 1, 1942, Hall advised those in attend-
ance that recently Ordway "Spike" Southard (white), husband of Mary Southard,
had been attacked by a group of approximately 15 individuals while selling
copies of the Daily Worker at a steel plant in Birmingham. Southard was in-
jured severely. At the time, he was accompanied by Dorothy Burnham, colored,

& Communist Party member, and an unknown white girl, also a Party member.

rhe issue of the Daily Worker sold by Southard carried a story
about a racket being perpetrated upon the United Mine, Mill and Smelter Work-
ers by Jomn L. Lewis and those jndividuals in that union who favored Lewis'
policies. It was stated that the {nformation contained in the Daily Worker
was furnished to the Party by one Mayfield, whom Hall described as a member
of the Communist Party and a member of the United Mine, Mill and Smelter york-
ers. .

During this meeting on August 1, 1942, Hall attacked Governor Dixon
of Alabema and & Birmingham attorney, one Horace wWilkinson, who is stated to be
the controlling factor of the organization known as the Ieague for White
Supremacy and the En Klux Klan. HEall also brought up an incident wherein a
brick was thrown into a house close to ths residence of Ethel Goodman, &
colored Communist, and that he believed this was an attempt to wreck her home.

Hell stated that the Communist Party should make every effort to
publicize these attacks upon its members as attacks upon labor and the Negro
race, He stated that he had flown to New York City on July 30, 1942, to take
up the matter with members of the National Committee of the Party and that he
talked it over with Robert Minor who expressed the opinion that since the
rights of the Negroes were involved, it would be better for the Party to pro-
ceed through the Southern Negro Youth Congress. ’
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At the meeting on Augnst 1, Ball dietated the following telegram
to Malcolm Mclean, Chairman of the Fair Employment Practice Comnitiee, a
similar one being forwarded to the Director:

nPhig i8 to advise you that myself, Mike Ross, International
Representative of our union, and several officers of our
local unions have been threatened with violence and some
physically assaulted because of activity of our organization
in carrying through policies of President's Committee on
Fair Employment Practice. Ross end I have received threaten-
ing anonymous communications. We belleve federal agencies
ghould investigate and Government should prosscute those
interferring with enforcement of federal war measures.”

This telegram, it was noted, was signed by Alton Lawrence, Regional
Coordinator of the United Mine, Mill end Smelter Workers, Birmingham, Alabama,

On August 2, 1942, another meeting was held at the same place, which
is the office of the Southern Negro Youth Congress, end all persons attending
the previous meeting attended this meeting. At this meeting, those present
discussed possible ways of circulating material among "reactionaries," leaving
no trace of Communist activity behind such material. Discussions at the meet-
ing centered on alleged attacks and instances of discrimination against Negroes
in Georgia, Mississippi, Tennessee and Virginia. Another letter was prepared
then at the direction of Hall, denouncing the Governor of Alabama, which was
forwarded to the President. Mention was also made in this letter to Horace
Wilkinson, the Ku Klux Klan and generally the practice of discrimination against
and segregation of Negroes in the South. This letter was signed by five indi-
viduals representing various unions in Alabama. They are:

Noel R. Reddow, CIO Regimal Director, President Alabama CIO
Ccouncil, Southern Director United States Steelworkers of
America.

Bernard Borah, Southern Director National Council of Gas,
Coke and Chemical Workers.

Ven D. Jones, Executive Board Member, International Union of
Mine, Mill esnd Smelter Workers.

Frank Allen, International Representative, International
Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers.

' Leo Kendrick, Secretary, Red Ore Counecil, International
Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers.
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During the meeting on August 2, 1942, Alton Lawrence advised that
he had just contacted Ben Davis, JT., gtaff Member of the Daily Worker, New
York City, in an attempt to have Davis come to Birmingham, Iawrence advised
that Davis informed him that since he, Davis, is a known Communist, he would
pot be effective in operating with the Southern Negro Youth Congress,

After the meeting oo August 2, 1942, Hall imstructed Louis Burphem,
colored, Communist Party member, to g0 to Tuskegee, Alasbama, to see Dr. Patter-
son, President of Tuskegee Institute, to enlist his aid against Governor Dixon
of Alabama. At the time, Hall instructed Burnham that he was to attempt to
g0 by bus, telling him that the bus would in all probability be overloaded
and that he probably could not get a seat, pointing out that in the event
there was no space available on the bus, it would give him an opportunity to
state that the bus companies were diseriminating against Negroes.

On August 3, 1942, a meeting was held at the office of the Southern
Negro Youth Congress which was attended by Louis Burnhem, Dorothy Burnham,
John P. Davis and Mable Temple, all colored and all believed to be Party mem-
bers. At the meeting Burnham stated that the Party had done more for the
Negro race than any other political party, that it gives active support to
the Southern Negro Youth Congress end that it always aids Negroes in a contro-
versy over their rights. He stated that all Negroes should gupport the Party
and that members of the Southern Negro Youth Congress were given the seame
training and instructions as given 0 members of the Young Communist League,
end that as soon as they were ready, those who wers thought worthy were taken
into the Party. At the time, Burnham also stated that seven Southem Negro
Youth Congress members would att end the Southwide Copference of the Communist
Party at Birmingham on August 23, 1942. In this connection, he stated that
the Southem Negro Youth Congress, when dealing with the genmeral public,
dealt under the name of Southern Negro Youth Congress, but in closed and
secret meetings it was the communist Party. He stated that the policies and
activities of the Congress were decided upon and directed by the Communist

Party.

on August 4, 1942, a meeting was held at the office of the Southern
Negro Youth Congress, attended by Robert F. Hall, Louls E. Barnham, John P.
Davis, Bernard Borsh, Alton lawrence and Mike Ross. Hall advised that a com~
mittee had been formed which wes to proceed immediately to Washington to see
various executives in the Government and protest to them of alleged violence
and diserimination against Negroes shd labor in the South. The following -
individuals were members of the committee, it being noted that Joseph Curran
was contacted by telepbone and his acceptance of membership received:

John P. Davis, colored, Rgpresentative of the National Negro

Congress
Williem Y. Bell, colored, Representative of the National Urban League.
Torrester B. Washington, colored, Frofessor at Atlanta University,

Atlanta.
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Joseph Curren, President, National Maritime Union.

Alton lawrence, colored, Coordinator of Organization, Inter-
pational Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers, Birmingham,
Alabama.

Bernard Boreh, Southern Director of the National Council of
. Gas, Coke and Chemical Workers, ¢I0, Chattanooge, Tennessee.

During the meeting on August 4, 1942, Burnham stated that he had
contacted Dr. Patterson, President of Tuskegee Institute, and that Patterson
stated he could not afford to serve on any npi-racial® comittee because of
his position, however, that he was in accord with the purpose of the committes
and sent & contribution of $10.for the committee. Burnham also reported
that he bad attempted to purchase a bus ticket to visit Dr. Patterson but that
there was no space left on the bus. Hall in turn stated that this was a clear
case of discriminetion "against the Negroes" and should also be teken up by
the committee in Washington.

Imediately after the meeting on August 4, 1942, mavis is reported
to have left Birmingham by plane for New York City where he waa to discuss
the matters to be brought up in Washington by the committee with Farl Browder
and James W. Ford. It was also stated that Davis was to receive suggestions
which Browder saw fit to submit.

At the meeting on August 4, 1942, Hall also said that there would
be a meeting of CIO officials on August 8, 1942, and that the committee after
its return from Washington would meke a report on its eccomplishments to the
meeting of union officials, He stated that Mike Ross would be present at
these meetings and would report to him and that he, Hall, in tumn would relate
the information to the Party in New York City. .

Tt is interesting to note that in the August 16, 1942, issue of
The Worker, the Communist Party Sundey organ, en entire page (page 2) was
devoted to "The Threat Against Unity in the South," an article by Earl Browder,
“and the "Counspiracy in the South" by Sender Garlin., In the middle of the page
appeared a reprint of a letter directed to the President and signed by those
individuals listed above and contains practically all the paragraphs dictated
at the meeting on August 1, 1942. )

Also on page 2 of the August 16, 1942, issue of The Worker appeared
statements issued by the United Automobile Workers of America, CIO, the Greater
New York Industrial Union Couneil, CIO, the National Negro Congress and the
National Federation for constitutional Liberties (the latter two being Commu-
nist Party front organizetions and the two unions penetrated with Comunists)
wh;ch attacked certain discriminatory practices in the South.
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In view of the appearance of the letter to the President in this
issue of The Worker, it is possible that this page resulted from the confer-
ences previously referred to.

An article appeared on page 3 of the Dally Worker for August 17,
1942, bearing the headlines "Lewis Linked o 'White Supremacy' Plot." In
this article it was charged thet John L. Lewis and "his District 50 agents
are active collaborators in the current copperhead conspiracy in the
gouth . « « .* The article stated that Lewis' agents were responsible for a
series of instances wherein Negroes were either physically attacked or dis-
eriminated against. The article also stated that members of the United Mine
Mill end Smelter Workers Unicn of America, CIO, were attempting to0 overcome
these practices.

Tt should be noted here that one Carl Frederick Geiser, President
of Locsl 1227, United Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers of America, CIO,
long Island City, New York, reportedly advised he had received a letter dated
August 10, 1942, from the Greater New York Industrial Union Couneil, New York
City, signed by Joseph Curren, President, and Ssul Mills, Secretary,.directdd
to all CIO affiliates. He allegedly stated that the letter was a call to
prevent destruction of the unity of white apnd Negro Americans behind the Nation's
wer effort snd that it advised of a conspiracy in the South aimed at undermin=-
ing the war effort through incitement to race hatred and open violation of the
anti-diserimination policy of the Govermment. He reportedly stated that the
letter advised that the campaign included beating of CIO organizers and terrori-
zation of white and Negro workers in the South. The letter is stated to have
requested the.sending of telegrams 40 various officimls in the Government in-
eluding the President and to the Department of Justice. He is said to have
also advised of a memorandum being attached to the letter which had been pre-
pared by CIO representatives end other “progressive forces" in the South, cit-
ing specific instances occcurring there.

With reference to the letter prepared by the CIO Industrial Union
Council which Geiser referred to, it 1is recalled that Joseph Curran was reported-
1y a representative of the committee fomed by the Communist Party in Birming-
hem on August 4, 1942. It is also recalled that Robert Hall advised after the
meeting on August 4, 1942, that the committee would report on its accomplish-
ments to a meeting of CIO union officials on August 8, 1942, and that the re-
sults of this meeting would be furnished by Hall to the Communist Party in New

York.

There has been obtained a mimeographed release in the form of a
memorandum entitled "Threats to National Unity in the south -- A statement of
the Southern Delegation -~ Washington, D. C., August 6 (1942)." This memorandum
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refers to an alleged conspiracy in the South in "organizing open opposition
against the war policies of the Government of the United States.” It is said
that the reason for the conep iracy is for nmaintaining white supremacy." . The
memorandum then refers to Horace Ce. wilkinson, Birmingham, Alabama, and a
speech made before the Kiwanis Club of Bessemer, Alabama, on July 22, 1942;

a statement issued by Governor Dixon of Alabama on July 23, 1942, relative to
known discrimination clauses in war production contracts; and to several
Southern newspapers said to have championed Governor Dixon's statement. Other
broad stetements, allegations and recommendations are made in this memorandum.

The above memorandum was eirculated by the Greater New York Industri-
al Union Council, CIO.

Tt has been further reported with regard to this mimeographed state-~
ment, or memorandum, that the material contained therein is believed to have
been prepared on August 3, 1942, at a meeting attended by Robert Hall, John
P. Davis, Louis Burnbam, Mary Southard, Mike Roas, Bernard Borah, Van Jones
and Alton Lawrence, the latter four being affiliated with various unions of the
GIO in the South, It is said that Robert Hall and Louis Burnham, both Communist
Party members, dictated the majority of the gtatement. '

While the Communist Party decries social segregation of Negroes as
well as racial cheuvinism, geveral instances have been reported wherein the
communist Party has set up geparate units or branches for Negroes, The
general explanation for this has been that this action is convenient for
organizational purposes &s well es for the attendance of members at Party
meetings. It is known that such separate branches or units are established
in New York, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Chicago, and Indianapolis. In this
connection information has been reported that in Omaha, Nebrasia, a separate
branch composed of Negroes was established on the North Side of that City
et which there will be separate social functions and tusiness meetings held
for Negroes. The reason for this action, according to & confidential
informant, was that previously Negro members oftea outnumbered white members
end as a result a number of white pecple had dropped out of the Party. It
was felt, according to the informant, by functionaries of the Party that, by -
doing this, more white people would attend the social functions of the Party. In this
- regard, it was also pointed out that the Negroes themselves felt something must
be wrong with the Party vecause so few white people appeared at the meetings.

In February, 1943, at a meeting of functionaries of the Communist
Party for the States of I11inois and Indiena, Phil Bart, organizational
gecretary of that distriet, mentioned a Negro Communist Center in Chicagp,
Illinois, end reportedly pointed out the success which the Party bad with the
Negro situation in that eity. He is sald to have remarked: "Our most
fertile field of recruiting at present is the Negro =-- wWe are recruiting more
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Negroes than white.” He suggested, according to the informant, that.the
one Negro Center could be used as the foundation for smaller Negro groups
in the city. He said that the Party should take these people and train
them, and use them in community work, and mentioned specificelly they might
be influential in housing projects and fighting for the rights of Negro
workers. :

The informant advised that Bart continued, saying that the leader
of this group should be made a "public figure;" even though all members
could not be known publicly becanse of the possibility of persecution the
chairman of the group could afford to be well known. Bart stated: "We
will bave to show we are not tuilding a Jim-Crow party." He thought that such
a group might have two or three representatives trained in Income Tax matters
by a Party attorney, in order that they could help other members fill ouf
their income tax retums. In this way, he said the people would feel that
the Party was answering a resal need.

During this discussion the idem of establishing a Negro center for
Indianapolis, Indiane, was discussed. It was suggested that- one Sea Ferguson
was to be contacted for financial aid for the group. It should be noted
that Ferguson is one of the most influential people of the Indianapolis
Negro section. It was planned ‘that a group of Negroes in the Party in
Indianapolis would be called together for a meeting on February 4, 1943, to
make plans for the opening of the Negro center in Indianaspolis. The Negro
Center as suggested for Indianapolis, according to information received, was
formally opened at 1208 North Sgnate Avenue in that citye.

The Communist Party, it has been observed previously in this section,
bes and is continuing to exert considerable effort toward obtaining Negro re-
cruits. It will be recalled that in the various digests of the Field Divisions
a degree of success has been obtained by the Party in recruiting added Negro
membership, varying, of course, in different communities. The general approach
in obtaining membership from Negro ranks is that the Party is the only political
group advocating true democracy and the granting of equal social rights to
Negroes. Information has been received, however, which reflects that there .
-possibly is a lack of sincerity on the part of the Communist Party in its aetivity of
recruiting Negro members. Information is to the effect that in February, 1943,
Ned Sparks, Secretery of the Communist Party for the State of ¥Wisconsin, aftexr
ascertaining that what he termed were "rank and file" Negroes had been recruited
into the Party, became angry with another Party member who had done the recruit-
ing. At the time, Sparks ismid to have astated that the Communist Party de-
gired not quantity but only quality in its Negro recruiting. He is said to have
ordered that only outstanding Negroes be recruited, saying that the ordinery Negroes
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were not an asset to the Party because they would not work. He alse re-
portedly pointed out that they were active as members but for a short time
and thereafier drop their membership. It is to be noted that these re-
marks by Sperks, according to the informant, were directed to Katherine
Hartmapn, an organizer for the International Fur and Leather Workers:Union

of the United States and Capada, CIO, and an active Comuunist Party membeX.

As an example of an attitude exhibited by functionaries of the
Party, the following information 18 set forth to show how Negroes are re-
garded es Party workers. In March, 1943, conf idential informanta reported
that functionaries of the Party in the San Francisco area were concerned
over Negro members {pasmch as they bad not been evidencing en interest in
Party problems except in so far as they concerned Negroes themselves.
Rudie Lambert, labor director of the Party in that area, 1s gald to have
remarked that the Party bad & problem in Keeping new Negro membsrs in-
terested and that the Party should not forget the weaknesses of Negroes in
organizational work since too much ocould not be expected of them. Along
these lines, it was further reported that a known Communist member stated
the main problem in dealing with Negroes, as far as the party is concerned,
is that Negroes are afraid of terrorism and are, therefore, backward in
taking an active part in Party problems,

1t has been reported that the Communist Party in the ‘San Fran-
eigeo erea has exhibited in the past considerable interest in an organiza-
tion formed by Negroes known as the Shipyard Workers Committes Against
Disorimination. This organization was formed in 1942 and was brought
under the recognized leadership of one Roy Thompson, & Negro. The purpose
of the organization is to combat "Tim Crow® local labor unions, particular-
1y those of the International Brotherhood of Boilermakers, Ironworkers,
Shipbuilders, Welders and Helpers of America, AFL. In recent months
Thompson is said to have directed his activities at attempting to break
up these segregated union locals and in turn setting up a separate Negro
union. Thompson was thereupon eriticized by the Communist Party leaders
in the area for his action in this matter, their claim veing that Thompson
does not% know what he is doing and has not been fully integrated into the
Party to the extent tlat he can underatand and dictate Party policies.
(It 18 to be noted that Thompson has been reported to be a member of the
party.) The Committee is sald to have over 160 members, both white and
Negro, who repressent the various pay area shipyards and has furnished
approximately 20 Negro recruits for the Communist Party in the past - N
several months, It is believed that Thompson's actions opposed the Party's
plen of infiltrating the "Jim Crow" union locals with the view of thereafter
obtaining control of them end the Party, for this reason, opposed Thompson's
tactics. It has also been reported that the Communist Party in the San
Francisco area contemplated deposing Thompson in view of what they termed
his "nationalistic attitude.” (It might be gtated here that Thompson is
gtated to have been militantly opposed to the white leadership of the union
having the bargaining rights in this area for shipyard workers. )
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maring recent months, particularly on the West Coast and in-
volving specifically the Los Angeles, San Francisco and Oakland, Cali-
fornia areas, the Communist Party has varied its approach to opposing
the establishment of separate labor union locals for Negroes. In the Los
Angeles area, led by Pettis Perry, Negro Party funetionary, the Party has
militantly fought the establishment of the "Jim Crow" locals. However,
in the San Franecisco area, where such locals had been already established,
observations were made by Steve Nelson, Mational Comnittee member of the
Communist Party and leader in the San Framcisco area, that this situation -
presented itself with respect to the shipyards there. It was pointed ocut
by Nelson, according to an informant, that the #"Jim Crow" locals had.al-
ready been formed and that the Party either had to teke an extreme leftist
position (possibly to call strikes or to take other such militent action)
or to urge that the "comrades" go into the aurxiliaries (or "Jim Crow"
locals)and work. It was further stated, according to the informant, that
since there were approximately 15,000 Negroes in the shipyards and 7,000
of them were members of the International Brotherhood of Boilermskers,
Ironworkers, Shipbuilders, Welders and Helpers of America, AFL, it would
be impractical for the Party to assume "an extreme leftist position."

The Communist Party has interested itself in segregation of
Negroes not only in labor fields tut also in public places. In this con-
nection, the following information has been received with regard to the
maneuvers of the Party in the Seattle, Washington, area:

Ostervald Carl Brooks, Negro Communist Party member along with
Fugene Moszee, reported Negro member of the Young Communist League, appeared
at the Olympic Hotel Grill in Seattle, Washington, with three colored
gailors demanding that all receive service in the eating place. According
to an informant, these individuals were not given irmediate service as a
result of the extreme shortage of help; thereupon Brooks and Moszee raised
considerable disturbance in the grill, cleiming that they were being dis-
eriminated against because of their eolor. The management of the hotel
was called upon and the matter was settled, the colored sailors being
offered service and given a glass of beer or milk as they desired; however
RBrooks and Moszee were not given service.

According to an informant who was present at the time the demon-
stration was arranged, the same being sponsored by the Young communist League.
He expressed the opinion .that the colored sailors who accompanied Brooks
and Moszee were unaware of what tbey were getting into. The version of the
colored seilors was also to this effect and in fact they advised they thought
the individuals whom they accompanied to the Olympic Hotel were members of
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and were
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attempting to break down discrimination against Negroes in that area.
They stated that Brooks and Moszee gave the impression they were going to
npreak 1t up" referring to the alleged discrimination against Negroes.

. later another informant was contacted by Hugene Moszee who
i{dentified himself as a member of the young Communist League. Moszee re-
portedly stated that his organization bad sent a number of its members to
the Olympic Hotel Grill and after service was refused Moszes and the rest
of the party requested that they see the manager. Moszee then admitted
that a riot almost ensued. He also edmitted to the informant that the
Young Communist Leegue had been responsible for the previously mentioned
incident. ’

NEGRO MEMBERSHIP IN COMAUNIST PARTY

The exact figure representing Negro membership in the Communist
Party has not been reported. However, the National comnittee of the Com-
mnist Party in June 1943 made avallable information showing the compare~
tive figures between the composition of the registered total membership
and the composition of new members obtalned as a result of the national
recruiting drive that extended from the beginning of February 1943 through
April 1943, The figures it released reflect that 10 per cent of the regia-
tered membership were Negroes and 27 per cent of the total new recruits.
were negroes, Using these percentages in connection with the figures of
membership in the Party previously reported, along with the figure of new
recruits, it is believed that a fairly accurate figure of Negro membership
in the Party can be obtained.

As of May 1, 1943, the Party is reported to have recruited
14,998 members since the beginning of February, 1943, A recent anmouncement
in the paily Worker stated that the aim of the Party was to recruit between
25,000 and 30,000 additional members in 1943 for the purpose of bringing
the total membership figure up to 100,000, Using these two figures brings
the result of a membership at the beginning of February 1943 of between
60,000 and 65,000. This figare varies slightly from a figure arrived at
from the registration of members at the end of 1942 which totaled slightly
over 59,000, However, the figure 59,000 was exclusive of sympathi zers,
fellow travellers end members in trede unions and other groups whose affili-
ation with the Party has remained secret.

Therefore, 27 per cent of 14,998, the recruitment totel, would
bring a totel of Negroes recruited by the Party during the period February
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through April 1943 to a figure slightly over 4,000, Teking 10 per cent of -
‘a reglstered total of Party members of 80,000 at the beginning of 1943
would result in spproximately 6,000 Negro members. This figure plus the
4,000 referred to above would total in the neighborhood of 10,000 Negro
’ ‘-"members of the Communist Party at the present time. ‘This figure compared
“with the total Party membership (approximately 75 ,000) represents about
.. 18.3 per cent Negro membership in the Communist Party. This figire, of -'_
.ecourse, is in excess of the per cent of Nagro population in the United )
states to the entire population. L , ;

1 might be noted that it has beon detemmed ‘in several Party
districts throughout the country the number of Negro reeruits in the re-~’
‘cent recruiting campaign total well over 50 per cent of all recruits in

i the particular districts.
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 COMMUNIST PARTY FRONT CRGANIZATTIONS
AND NEGROES

Turing the period of the existence of the Communist Party in this
country, and concerning its activities with regard to the Negroes, there -
. have been coexistent at various times three organizations formed by or at the -
-instigation of the Party to carry out its program in respect to the Negro
. race, They are, in their. respective chronological order, . the American Negro
~" 1abor congress,. the League of Struggle for Negro Rights, and the National

e Negro Congress. . The first two are out of existence. Fach organization was o

" formed to replace the other, as the result of same faillure or nmlfunction of L
the preceding organizatmn. : SRR

) The most recent comunist Party front organizad for work annng Negroes
is the Negro Labor Vietory Committee, which was formed in the month of May, 1942
to combat and destroy the popular appeal of the March on Washington‘Movemant.'

All four of these organizations are described hereinafter. In re-.
viewing this material it should be kept in mind that there are numerous other .
Commurist Party fronts which have been established by the Party for other pur-
poses. However, there appears almost universally at least one point in their
respective programs which deals directiy or indirectly with the Negro situation.
That these organizations are agitational in effact cannot be overlooked, although
a particular grow is not solely devoted to this matter. As an example, a Com~ '
munist front group mey clamor for the end of the poll tax system or demand
that Negroes be given increased employment in defense industries, yet it may
have been fomed originally through demands of non-interventionism or isolation-
ism. Numerous front organizations have fought for regiments in the United
States Army which are formed of mixed Taces and at the same time urged the
opening of a waecond front™ in Eurcpe. Yet the group was organized for the
fundamental purpose of ailding "polit ical prisoners.

It is believed that the following statement issusd by the National
Committee of the Communist Party should be set forth herein to show the "blue -
print" which the Party follows in forming Communist Party front organizations
ag a part of its United Front program:

wThe Communist Party is obliged to penetrate all existing work-
ing class organizations and to form other open organizations to reach
the masses, using thess organizations as tools or auxiliaries of the
communist Party.
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AMERICAN NSGRO LABOR CONGRESS

) Thig organization is stated to have been founded in October, 1925,
Just subsequent ta the Fourth National Convention of the Workers (Communist)
Party of America in August, 1925, In this connection, it is said that in the
"Report of the Central Bxecutive Committee" of the Farty under the subheading
"Negro Work" it was reported that g Negro Comrade was sent to the Fifth
Congress (of the Communist Internationale) after which the Central Executive
Comnittee authorized him to stay for training. It is Delieved that the Negro
Comrade referred to here was Lovett Fort-Whiteman. Shortly after Fort-Whiteman's
return to America, according to records with the Department of State, the American
Negro Labor Congress, a Communist enterprise, was founded in which Fort-Whiteman
wes to become the outstanding flgure. .

Under date of June 3, 1925, in the publication known as the Negro
Champion, Volume 1, Number 1, whersin on.page 1 it is stated that this publica-
tion is the organ of the National Committee for organizing the American Negro
Labor Congress, the call to the American Negro Labor Congress is set out.
Following are statements taken from this call:

IThe American Negro Labor Congress will consider such problems
ag the payment of equal wages for equal work, regardless of race and
sex. " '

WThe American Labor Congress will fight for the abolition of
Industrial discrimination in factories, mills, mines, on the railroads,
and in all places where labor is employed.' .

"The American Negro Labor Congress proposes to stir the working
magses to take some organized action against the unjust conditions of
residential segregation imposed upon the Negro in our larger cities,. . ."

#, . .the American Wegro Labor Congress proposes to meke plans
for the waging of war against policy of the officialdom of the trade
unions which bar Negroes from membership, . . ."

W, . . the American Negro Labor Congress shall propose that the
geat of action be changed to the masses themselves and shall endeavor
to stimulate and promote the organization of interracial committees:
throughout the nation with the aim of dbringing about a better feeling
between white and black worlkers.,! .

"The American Wegro Labor Congress shall demand the abolition of
Jim Crowism, not only in the Southern States but throughout the nation.V
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force o

WThe American Negro Labor Congress shall bring to bear the full
f its organized strength against any measures on the part of

sny section of tlie nation to curtail the right of the ballot of any
section of the working class.”

composed o

.In this same publication it was stated that the Congress was to be
f delegates from the various independent Negro labor unions and

from mixed uaions from unorganized factory groups of Negro workers, of repre-
sentatives of Negro agricultural workers, and of individual advocates, both

Negro and.
the Negro,

Brotherhoco

white, who are well known for their championship of the cause of

The call was signed by:

William Bryant, Business Mansger of the Asphalt Workers Union,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Biward L. Doty, organizer of Negro Flumbers, Chicago, Illiaois

H. V. Phillips, orgenizer of Wegro Working-Class Youth,
Chicago, Illinois

Elizabeth Griffin, President of the Chicago Negro women s
Household League

Kverett Greene, Chicago Correspondent of the Afro-American,
Baltimore, Marylend

William Scarville, Pitisburgh Amerlcan

Charles Henry, representative of the unorganized Negro Steel
Workers, Chicago, Illinois

Otto Hall, Waiters and Cooks Association, Chicago, Illinois

Louis Hunter, Longshoremen's Protection and Beuevolent Union,
New Orleans, Louisiana

Otto Huiswood, African Blood Brotherhood, New York City

Lovett Fort-\hiteman, orgsnizer of the Congress

Arron Davis, Neighborhood Protective As sociation, Toomsuba,
Mississippi

John Owens, organizer of the MNegro Agricultural Viorkers,
Ripley, California

Rosina Davis, Secrstary of the Chicago Negro Women's Household
League

B, A. Lynch, paternal delegate from the Vest Africa Seamen's
Union, Liverpool

Jack Hdwards, representative of the Wegro Pullman Car Workers,
Chicasp

Sahir Karimji, fraternsl delegate from Natal Agricultural
ilorkers, South Africa.

With reference to the above named Otto Huiswood of the African Blood
d, it was reported that this individusl was active as a memwber of

the Soviet Red Army at one tinme,

- 627 -



B

As a matter of background information, it is reported that Trotsky
in 1923, at the time he was an official of the Third (Communist) International,
in a letter to an American Negro Communist named Mackay published in the Moscow
#Izvestia® of February 15, 1923, stated under the subheading "The Training of
the Black Agitators Is the Most Important Revolutionary Problem of the Moment!:

",....one of the most important methods of struggle against this
capitalistic corruption of mind is to wake up the human dignity and
revolutionary protests among the black slaves of America and capital.
This work can be best carried on by the devoted and politically
educated Negro Revolutionists. Naturally the work must not assume
the character of 'black chauvinism' but must be carried on in a
spirit of solidarity among all laborers regardless of the color of
their skin, I am at a loss to say what are the most expedient
organization forms for the movement smong the American Negroes,
because I am not familiar with the concrete conditions and possibil-
ities. But the organization formed will be found as soon as sufficient
will for action is digplayed."

It is believed that Trotsky referred to an organization comparable
to the American Negro Labor Congress.

The first convention of the Congress is said to have taken place in
Chicago during the week beginning October 25, 1925,

With reference to the first congress 1t is reported that in the
August 27, 1925, issue of the International Press Correspondent (reportedly a
former official Bolshevik organ) there is an article on the then approaching
Congress by Lovett Fort-Whiteman opening with the following paragraphi

"The American Negro Iabor Congress will take place in Chicago
beginning on October 25, 1925, and lasting about a week. It will be
made up of delegates coming from the various Negro labor unions through-
out the country, from organizationsof Negro agricultural workers and
representatives from unorganized industries, The fundamental aim in
calling the American Negro Lsbor Congress is to establish in the life
of the American Negro labor working class an organization which mey
serve as a medium through which the Americen Communist Party may reach
and influence the Negro working class, and at the same time may consti-
tute something of a recruiting ground for the Party.."

It is stated more significantly in the "Report of the Central

Executive Committee ‘of the Workers (Communist) Party of America) on Past
Activities" submitted to the Fourth National Convention of the Party in
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August, 1925, Under the subheoding tNegro Work! it is said, "In accord with
the instructicns of the Communist Internationale, iost of our work has been
carried on in conaection with the American Negro Lebor Congress.!

It has been reported that the first public announcement of the Congress
appears to have been made in the Daily Worker of April 14, 1925. Therein is
listed a provisional organizational committee headed by Lovett Fort-Whiteman.

In this connection, it showld be noted that in July, 1925, the first issue of
the Hegro Champion, the organ of the Congress, appeared with Fort-Whiteman as
editor,

It has been further stated with regard to the Convention that only
40 delegates attended instead of the 500 as Lad besn forecast. It is said
that Wiliiam Green, President of the American Federation of Laber, appearad
to have been largely resnonsible for the so-called failure of the Congress.
He is stated to have rewmarked to the Conventiond

It will not be held to benefit the Negro, but to instill
into the lives of that race &z most pernicious doctrine - race
hetred.

Failure

The extent and influence of this organization at the time of its
existence is not linown. However, it is believed that althougsh its meubership
may not have been large, the effect created Ly its sgitation through meetings
or publications was {elt in at least & few aveas. The organization failed
and bhe rewsons for its failure have been pointed out vy James W. Ford, Wegro,
Lational Comnittee member of the Communist Party. He has stated with regard
to its weaknessos and shortcomings:

W, . . the A.N.L,C. (American Negro Labor Congress) wes too narrow
in its amproach., For the period of its existence it was almost completely
isolated from the basic masses of the Negro People; this shortcoming was
carried over into the League of Strnjgle for Negro Rishts., The class contents
of the prozraw of the A U.T,C,, wiich was essentially correct, was, however,
not carefully sdspted Lo the feelings and mocds of the Negro People. The
Local COouncils were too rigid instead of uniting broad massss of the Negro
People through their orgaasization; the councils were built oa a Lasis of
individual mewbership composed in aluwost all casaes of those people and
individuale who vere dissatisfied with the existing orgsnization and were
brearing away from them coupletely. . . .

"I recall particulerly the strict and unyielding attitude taken

by the leaders of the American Wegro Labor Congress toward religion. This
attitude prevented the Congress from becoming a mass influence among church
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ople. At an AN.L.C. meeting in Chicaso, 1926, composed o
2ligious neople, a leader of the organization in the cou
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marlks said, 'To hell with religzion; demn the church' ,
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"Despite its shortcomings, the A.W.I,C. served as a useful purposs.
The last convention of the American Wezro Labor Congrsss was held at St. Louis
in Yovember, 1920, where, by unanimous decisicn, the name was changed to the
League of Strugsle for Negro Rights, There was a chanze in program also; the
progran called for the destruction of the plantation system in the South, for
confiscation without compenszation of the land of the big landlords, and
declared for the complete right of self determination for the Fezro people
in the black belt of the South. Such a program prevented the development of
a bread movement; the masses did not understand this full program; furthermore,
the L.S.N.R. followed the same sectarian methods of work as the 4. W.L.C. It
did uot base its activities sufficiesntly on immediate, daily nseds of the
neople, Naturally, this narrowed down the L.S3.H.R." : .

In comparing the Hational Hegro Congress with the above nsmed crgoni-
zation, Ford stated: :

"It is vrecisely on this point that the Yational Wezro Congress
has made 2 great step forward to the advantage of the United Front and
join% action of different orssnizations.

"What actuslly happened was the following: Branches nf indi-
vidvel nembers of the L.S,N.R, (Leasgue of Struggle for Hezro Rights)
became, inveriably, as in the A.N.L,C., small sectarian groups, and,
as such, remrined isolsted and even were unavle to hold ithese neonle
who were willing to break away from other organizatisng, These branches
could have atfraction for unorganized Negrn People but contrary to
opinions held by many, the Mezro Pecple are an organized veonle, that is,
they are members of churches, lodges, fraternal organizations, ete.!

Charzcter

In the decision of the Honorable Francis Biddle, -Attorney General,
on kay 28, 1942, in the matter of Harry Bridgss, the Attorney General identified
the Americen ¥egro Labor Congress as a front organization of the Communist Party.

It is reported that out of the American Wezro Labor Conzress srew
the Leasue of Strusggle for Hegro Rights at the St. Lovis Conveation of fhe
Americen Wegra. Lahor Congress held in 1930, The American Yegro Labar Conzress
was then abolished and its most recent smuesessor, the Communist front oyzaniza-
tinn presently in stence, ie the liaticnal Negro Congress.
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LEAGU®E OF STRUGCLE FOR MECR) RIGHTS

Origin

At the last convention of the American Negro Labor Congress held in

St. Louis in November of 1930, by unanimous decision, the name was changed to
the League of Strugzle for Negro Rights, There was a change in program also.
The program called for the destruction of the plantation system in the South,.
for confiscation without compensstion of the land of the big landilords and
‘declared for the complete right of self determination for the Negro peovle in
the Black Belt of the South. (It should be vointed out that it was in October

£ 12320 when the resolution with regard to the Megro situatinon in the United

tates was issued by the Executive Committee of the Communist Internationsl.
In this resolution it is recalled that such a program was called for as was
that of the League of Simmggle for Megro Rights.)

The League of Struggle for Megro Rights was reported by a confiden-
tial informant of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, who was at one time in
the Communist Party, to have been based on the nrogram of the Commnist
International relative to the Negro question in the United States. It is
recalled that the resolution regarding this natter made in October 1930 by the
Communizt Interaational has besn set out hereinbefore. The essence of the
rasolution, 1t is further recelled, was the fight for equal rights to be
extended to Negroes with the simultansous effort to foment a revolubtionary
overthrow of the landowners in the "Blacl Beli", or 2s it was commonly called,
the "Cotton Belt!, =and the subsequent establishment cf an Autonomous Negro.
governzent there,

The membership of the League of Strugzle for Negro Rights is said to
have never been more than several thousand members on a national basis. Thess
ne~bers ars claimed to have been mostly Communist Party members or sympathizers.

James W. Ford, Negro Communist and member of the National Committee
of the Partv, in criticizinv the League of Struggle for Negro Rights, stated
that the caniization prevented the development of a broad
movenent, and rnat the nasses 413 not nnderstand itg full program, * He stated
further that the Leagne of Struzgle for Negro Rizhts fell into tha same sectarisn
methods of work as the American Negro Labor Congress, that it did not besge its
actlvltles sufficiently on immediate daily needs of the people.

Ford did, however, commend that practical part of the nroaram.of the
"Leazue which was the "Bill of Ferro Rights", which aimed to develop a movement
to eaforce the enactment of legislation for legro rights and the supnoression
of lynching, ’ :
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Speaking of the organizational weaknesses of the League of Struggle
for Negro BRights, Ford claimed that they were identical with those of the
American Negro Labor Congress. He stated that calling for affiliation on
the bagis of the complete program, the League of Struggle for Negro Rights
tended to make existing organizations suspicious. He stated that the by-laws
provided for the leadership of struggle for the League of Struggle for Negro
Rights! program of immediate and general demands, but many organizations could
not be drawn into the United Front struggle on the basis of the full program
of the League. ' :

National Council

The followlng were officers and National Council members.of this .
organization., Asterisks preceding various names reflect elther the individual's
known or reported affiliation with the Communist Party: )

*Langston Hughes, President
*James W, Ford

Mrs. Jessica Henderson ) )
*William L, Patterson ) Vice Presidents

*Robert Minor )

*Benjamin Davis, Jr. )

Hose Hart )

*Richard B, Hoore, General Secretary

Herman MacKawain, Assistant Secretary

Esther Anderson, Finsncial Secretary

Bernice Da Costa, Recording Secretary

Dr. Reuben S. Young, Treasurer
*Louise Thompson, Director of Education and Culture

Harold Williams, Director of Defense Activities

Charles Alexander, Dirsctor of Bureau--Internation Relations
*Leonard Patterson, Director of Young People's Activities
Williane Burroughs, Director of Activities Among Women
*Rugene Gordon

Maude White ) Liberator Staff

Tom Truesdale, Director of Research

Steve Kingston Mrs, Mary COrail Speed ,
Henry Shepard Bonita Williams
*Harry Haywood Hanou Chan

Dr. Arnold Donawa *James Allen

James Moore *Cyril Briges

Rabbi Ben Goldstein *William Fitzgerald
George Maddox . .

- 632 -



New_York

Fleanor Henderson, Agricultural Workers Union
*Joseph Brodsky, International Workers Order
*Clarence Hathaway, Daily Worker
Myra Page, Writer
*William 2. Foster, Trade Union Unity Leagnue
*Robert Dunn, Labor Research Association
*Irving Potash, Needle Trades Coe
*Henry Shepard, Trade Union Unity Council of Greater New York
*Louis Weinstock, American Federation of Lebor :
Joseph Moore, Mechanics' Asgociation of Harlem
.*B, D, Amis, Communist Party .
*Igrael Amter, National Committee Unemployed Councils
Peter Uffre, Tobacco Workers of Harlem :
#{il1iam Dunne, ‘Trade Union Unity League
Gladys Stoner, National Student Committee on Negro Student Problems
*Ben Goldstein, National Committee for Defense of Political Prisoners
*jar]l Browder, Communist Party
Ruth Ruben, National Student League
Samuel Patterson, Caribbean Union
Steve Kingston, L.S.I.R. )
*Harry Haywood, Communigt Party ) .
*Bill Lawrence, International Labor Defense
*Leonard Patterson, Young Communist League
*Louis Coleman, International Labor Defense
»J., Adler, International Workers Order
Jemes Toney, L.S.N.R.
*(Gil Green, Young Communist League
William Burdell, L.S.N.R.

Southern Section

41 Murphy, Sharecroppers Union, Alabama

*Mrs., Mary Craik Speed, Montgomery, Alabama

Rev. J. A. Morten, Angelo Herndon Defense, Alabama

*Jane Speed, International Labor Defense, Birmingham, Alabama
*Angelo Herndon, Fulton Tower Prison, Georgla

Mrs. Ada Wright, Scottsboro Mother, Chattancoga, Tennesses

Mrg. Janie Patterson, Scottsboro Mother, Chattanocoze, Tennesseé
Attorney Pierson, Durham, North Carolina o

*Anna Williams, Communist Party, Charlotte, North Carolina
*Bernard Ades, International Labor Defense, -Baltimore, Maryland
Gough McDaniels, High School Teacher, Baltimore,: Maryland :
*Robert Hall, National Farmers' Action Committee, Washington, D. C.
Macey, New Orleans Reilroad Workers, New Orleans, Louisiana k
Manny Jackson, Savannah Longshoreman, Savauneh, Georgia
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Chicago

*Herbert Newton, Communist Party
*Claude Lightfoot, L.S.N.R.

Penngylvania

Dr. Patterson, Physician, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania ,

*Tom Meyerscoff, National Miners Union, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Henry Wickman, Marine Workers Industrial Union, Philadelphia, Pennsylvaria
*Ben Careathers, Communist Party, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Detroit
Joe Billups, L.S.N.R.

Minnesote
Alfred Tiala, National Secretary, United Farmers League, Minneapolis, Minnesota

New England

Mrs. Cravath. Simpson, Federation Women's Clubs, Boston, Massachusetts
*Ann Burlak, National Textile Union

California
*Tom Mooney, San Quentin, . Californiea
Louren {filler, Journalist, Los Angeles, California
Matt Crawford, San Francisco.¥ational Scottsboro Action Committee
Buffalo
*Manning Johnson, Communist Party
Misgouri

*A, W. Berry, Communist Party, Kansas City, Missouri
Carrie Smith, Nut Pickers Union, St. Louis, Missouri

Cleveland

Arthur Murphy, Steel and Metal Workers Industrial Union .
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Radical Activitiesg .

In a booklet entitled "Proceedings of the First Pacific Coast
Congress Against Wer on Fascism!, dated at San Francisco, California,
April 27-28, 1935, the League of Struggle for Negro Rights wag listed as
having representatives in attendance at this Congress. Thig Congress is
stated to have been Communist inspired.

It hasg been reported that on August 2, 1933, a mock trial of a
police officer who was alleged to have shot a Negro, one James FPorter, was
held at the Communist Hall, 3040 South Antonine Street, Detroit, Michigan.
The mock trial was held under the sponsorship of the League of Struggle for
Negro Rights., . i

James W. Ford was the first Vice President of the League of Struggle
for Negro Rights at which time Lengston Hughes, prominent poet end author
end reported Communist, wae President. Ford, of course, hag been a Communist
for many years and is presently a member of the National Committee of the
Communist Party.

At a mess meeting held on May 25, 1934, attended by 8,000 Civil
Works Administration Workers, in protest against the proposed demobiliza-
tion of the CWA, there was in attendance Dan Young of the League of '
Struggle for Negro Rights. The meeting is said to have been dominated by
left-wing and Communist elements. Young 1s said to have addressed the
meeting.

It was reported in March, 1932, that one of the addresses to be
used for the receipt of literature from the International Trade Union
Committee of Negro Workers in Hemburg, Germany, was that of the League of
Struggle for Negro Rights, Room 506, 50 East 13th Street, New York City.
It should be stated that James William Ford, National Committee member of
the Communist Party, was the editor responsible for the policy and publi-
cation of the megazine "The Negro Worker" and was elso at the time -
functioning as Chairman of the International Trade Union Ceimittee of
Negro Workers: The "Southern Worker" wag reported to have been also
distributing the publication #The Negro Worker!' at that time. The "Southern
Worker" was issued by the Coumunigt Party weekly. .

- 635 -



Communist Affiliations

: Appearing in the September 1, 1932, issue of the "Liberator,™
which is the official organ of the League of Struggle for Negro Rights,
was a map of eleven southern States. On this map were shaded various
areas which were referred to as the "Black Belt." It was stated that the
w1plack Belt' which runs through eleven southern States includes not:only
the one hundred snd ninety-five counties with over 50% Negroes, but also
the two hundred and two counties with from 35% to 50% Negroes. These
three hundred and ninety-seven counties form a continucus area in which
the Negroes are over 50% of the total population. Under this map it was
stated, "The Communist Party and the League of Struggle for Negro Rights
demand the right of the Negroes of the 'Black Belt' to rule over this
territory, including any white minority residing there, and even to
separate this territory from the United States if they s0 desire.m

The map referring to the "Black Belt" and the above statement®
are, of eourse, in direct harmony with the resolution passed by the
Executive Committee of the Communist Tnternational concerning the Negro
question in the United States in October of 1930 which bas hereinbefore

" been referred t0. :

Referring o the League of Strugzle for Negro Rights, in the
report of the Central Committee to the Eighth Convention of the Communist:
Party held in Cleveland, Ohio, April 2-8, 1934, it was stated:

nA broad and all-inclusive organizational form for the Negro
“1iberation struggle is the League of Struggle for Negro Rights. This
ghould embrace, in its activities, all of the basic economic organi-
zations of Negro and white workers standing on the program of Negro
liberation, and further, unite with them all other sections of the
Negro population drawn towards this struggle, especially those large
sections of the petty-bourgeoisie, intellectuals, professionals;. who
can and must be won in the naticnal liberation cause, The LeSeN.Re
"must, in the first place, be an active federation of existing mass
organizations; and secondly, 1% mst directly organize its own member-
ship branches composed .of its most active forces and all supporters
otherwise unorganized. The present beginnings of the L.SeN.R. and
its paper, the ‘'Liberator,’ which with only a little attention have
already shown mass vitality, must be energetically taken up arnd
spread throughout the country.”

with regaerd to the leagne of Struggle for Negro Rights, the

following -information has been supplied by a confidential informant who was
a former member of the Communist Party and who was a National Council member
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of the League of Struggle for Negro Rights:

wThe League of Struggle for Negro Rights was based on the
program of -the Communist International on the 'Negro question' -
{October 1930). The essence of the program was the £ight for
'Equal rights for Negroes generally with the aimultansous effort
o foment & revolutionary overthrow of the landowners in the 'Black
Belt,' or as it was commenly called, the 0ld *Cotton Belt',.in the
establishment of an autonomous Negro government in the 'Black: Belt.*

) #The Revolutionary overthrow of the white landlords in the-

~ 'Black Belt' is %o pe accomplished by organizing white and Negro
farmers and workers to fight against lynching, the poll tax, right .
to sell thelr own crops, Jim Crowism, and the right %o ownership of
the land. 1In the course of the development of this siruggle in-
volved in the above-mentioned issue, the following slogans were
raiseds 1. Confiscation of the land and property of the white
landowners and capitalists. 2. Unite the 'Black Belt' into an
autonomous state or govermment with the right of this BRlack Republic
to secede from the rest of the Tnited states. 3. The right of
this newly formed governmment to determine its own form of government.”

This same informant bas advised that the League of Struggle for
Negro Rights was abolished and its publication, the ", iberator,” suspended
because the Party considered the organization a duplication of the Commu=-
nist Perty and the '"Liberator™ a replica of the Taily Worker. The member-
ship of the League of Struggle for Negro Rights was never more than several
thousand members nationally. These were mostly Party members and sympa=
thizers. - )

It is further advised that in December of 1934 at a meeting of
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the U.S.A., held in the
Finn Hall on 126th Street near Fifth Aveme, New York City, the. abolition
of the League of Struggle for Negro Rights was epproved and the recommenda-
tion made to build a broad united front organization embracing all the
existing organizations among Negroes.

In November 1933 there were published and circulated by the
National Council of the League of Struggle for Negro Rights several drafte -
which definitely presented the aims and purposes and objectives of this
organization. Tneluded in the draft of the program of the Leagne of Struggle
for Negro Rights were the followings: .,

* & ok %k k k *

wife proclaim before the whole world that the American Negroes
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are a nation==a nation striving to menhood but vhose growth is
violently rétarded énd which is viciously oppressed by American
Imperislisme e ¢ e oo o S N :

koK ok kR

i, "70day nine and one~half million Negroés still live in - o
. the prison of the South, stifled by oppression, cut off from even s
‘. 2 breath of froedoms e e e o .. . CoL T o . S

Tk ok ok k ki

" "The League of Struggle for Negro Rights thersfore demands
" the confiscation without compensation of the lend of the big land=
lords end cépitelists in the South and its distribution emong the
Negroes end white small farmers snd sharecropporse - R

"These plentations are concentrated in what is known as
the "Black Belt"--that continuous territory stretching from the -
eastern shors of Maryland to the southeastern corner of Virginia,
cutting e strip through North Carolina and comprising practically
the vhole state of South Caroliné passing through central Georgia
and southern Alabams, engulfing Mississippi and the delta regions
of Louisiena end Arkenses, including the southwestern tip of

Tennessee, and driving a wedge into Texase '

B ok ok kK

"The League of Struggle for Negro Rights stands for the
complete right of self determination for the Negro people in the
“Black Belt" with full right for the toiling vhite minoritye

* ok ok ok kK

WThe Soviet Union offers the shining example of the cor=
rectness of this progreme. There, naetions snd races, who, under
the old Czarist regime, suffered oppression equal to that of the
Negroes of the United States, are now under the New Soviet Governs-
ment of the workers end farmers, enjoying complete freedom, equality
and the rights of self determination: There the workers and farmers
of the varied nationalities have united in fraternal and harmonious
union in the work of building up a Socialist societyl"

At the same time an immediate program was set forth by the League
of Struggle for Negro Rights; it was as follows: ’
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"1, ’ Against Jim Crom.sm, and dlscrlmmat:.on in all i'orms, and’
in every field, on jobs, in profess:.ons, public places, trains, boats,
busses, all mstltutn.ons > places of res:.dence, otce

"2« A relentless i’:.ght to wipe out all forms of forced 1abor,

- chain gangs , forced work on romds and public work’ i‘or paymen'b oi‘ te.xes, i

snd a.ll other hangovers from cha.‘btel slavery.

"3, . A constant daily fight for ordinary humen and c:.vil r:.g;hts
for Negroes in all parts of the’ country, for the actual enforcement
of the:.r r:.g,hts as human bemgs. : Ll

"4. A determ:.nad fight aga:.nst the w’hole system of social segra-

gation in vhich Negroes are set apart from the rest of the. populatlon :

as a desp:l.sed and outlamd peoples
"5. A ruthless comba.tlng of all ideas of 'White Supremacy' and

tSuperiority' fostered by the whrbe rulers to Justify their enslave-
nment of Negro peopleo
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NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS

Origin

‘The National Negro Congress is said to have been formed after its
suggestion at a meeting of leading Negro Communist Party members, among
vihom are said to have been James We Ford, Harry Haywood, Otto Hall, Louise
Thompson, Williem Patterson, Jemes Fitzgerald, Richard Be Moore, Audley
Moore, Cyril Briggs, REdward Strong, Meude White, and Ben Davise The sugw
geetion was based on the failure of the Communist Party to build the’
League of Struggle for Negro Rightsé and its predecessor organization,
the American Negro Labor Congress, into effective Communist transmission
belts among Negroese

In the swmer of 1934 the ebolition of the League of Struggle
for Negro Rights was approved and the recommendation to build a broad
united orgenization embracing all existing orgenizations among Negroes
wes made. The Political Buro is said to have sent instructions to all
Party distriots to begin work on the Congress immediately by grouping
together "liberals" and Commmist sympathizers in forming professional
committees for local conferences to lay the foundation for the National
Negro Congresse : .

Tt is said that every effort was made by the Party to meke the
first Congress a sucocess and every leading Negro Communist and many white
Comnunists were instructed to go to the Congress as delegates in order
thaet the Congress would pursue ‘the Party line and would not be oaptured
by certain Negro leaders. It is further reported that the most .capable
Communiste were placed on 2ll Congress committees end given key positions
in discussion groups to guarantee controle This, of course, is typical
in the Party moves to infiltrate or form a Party front orgsnizatione

Present at the Congress were such outstanding known or reported
Communists ass

Henry Johnson, Chicego National Orgeniger of the International
Workers Order

John P. Davis, subsequently National Secretary of the National
Negro Congress ‘ ’

Colwzbus Alston, President of the Young Peoples Protective League,
New York City ’

Rose. Naiside, New York Organigzer for the Domestic Workers Union

Neva Ryan, Chicago Organizer of the Domestic Workers Union

Thyra BEdwards, Chicago Social Worker '
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Richard B. Moore, New York Orgeniger for the International Labor
Defense '

Dr. Arnold Donawa, New York :

B. De Amis, former District Organiter of the Communist Party

" in Clevelend,.Ohio

Merrill Work, New York .

Marty Richardson, Jacksonville, Floride

Layton Weston, St. Louis, Missouri, President of the Dining Car
Cooks end Waiters Uniom, AeFeLe

Abner We Berry, Communist Party

Arthur Huff Feuset, Philedelphis, Pennsylvania

Edward Strong, Vice President, American Youth Congress

James W, Ford, Communist Party

Mex Yergsn, Secretary, International Committee on African Affeirs

Al Jackson, Montgomery, Alebama ’ ’

Herry Haywood, Communist Party Section Organizer, Chicago, Illinois

Louise Thompson, New York, National Orgenizer of the International
Workers Order :

Benjemin Je Davis, Jre, Communist Party, New York; Legal Staff

_ of the Internationel Labor Defense

Angelo Herndon, New York

Menning Johnson, New York

Maude White, Clevelend, Chio

Audley Moore, New York

The Congress was held in February 1936 at the Eighth Illinois
Armory in Chicago, Illinois. It was attended by some 912 delegates and it
is said there were several thousand people present at the opening sessionse

The certificate of incorporation of the National Negro Congress
(No. 22570) filed in the District of Columbia reflects that the Natiomal
Negro Congress was incorporated on April 30, 1934, and that the terms of
the organization were perpetuale The business and the objects of the
corporation were listed as followss .

1, To suppress the spread of the Doctrines of Communism
emong Negroese

2. To investigate end present in proper form to the right and
proper Govemnental agencies, the economio, sooclal and .
politicel needs of the Negroes, with & view to their enhencements

B To foster a movement having ms its ultimate aid, & ’
periodio meeting in convention of Negro representatives
from all the States, elected by Negroes, so that
the problems affeoting the Negroes gemerally may be
discussed and mesns of their solution determined upone
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4. To promote the wolfare of all Negroese

A National Conference was held early in 1935 at Howard University,
Washington, D. C., under the auspices of the Joint Committee on National -
Recovery. Out of this conference at Howard University, there arose plens
for the organization of the National Negro Congress as it exists todaye
Shortly thereafter, the Joint Committee on National Recovery became in~
aotive with the exception of John P, Davise In October, 1935, this in=
dividual wrote an article published in pamphlet form, entitled, "leots
us Build a National Negro Congress”. This pemphlet was reportedy dfs~
tributed throughout the Country and urged all sumpathetic orgenizations
‘to meet together and form sponsoring committees for the new Netional
Negro Congress to be held in Chicago, Illinois, February 14, 1936

In the latter part of 1935, a ocall was issued for a:ANati‘onal'
Negro Congress to meet in Chicago, Illinois on February 14 to 16, 1936e
This call wass

"Po all Negroes, native and foreign borne To all Negro organ=
izations, churches, labor unions, farm and sharecropperst
orgenizationse To all fraternal, oivic, professional and
politiocal groups. To all orgenizations end persons of what~
ever race, who are willing to fight for econamioc and social
justioce for Negroese™

The purpose of the Congress is sald not to have been to usurp
the work of existing organizations, but rather to seek to accomplish
unity of action of existing organizationse

James We Ford, prominent Negro Communist, addressing the
November, 1935 Plenum of the Central Committes of the Communist Party,
declared that the National Negro Congress .

“promises to be one 'of the broadest movements ever
orgenized among the Negroes in this countrye '

"The Congress should be a broad Congress for Negro rightse

The Communist Party endorses the National Negro Congresse
We support any sincere movement that will unify the Negro people
for their daily needs and demandse It is under these conditions
that we are supporting the building up of this National Negro
Congrgss. It is based upon a minimum program which we agree
withe ’
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"These are some of the minimm demends of 'bhe progra.m a.round
which we can develop and build up a broad united front movemente
Let us help build the Netional Negro Congress.’ It doesn't. intend
+o destroy nor replace other Negro orgam.zatlons- . Every Party -
member, every Negro comrade, must now begin to throw every bit of
. energy he can into building local sponsor:.ng; com::.ttees in oot
mum.ties helping to ra:.se i\mds. : S

. 'l‘he fol‘ ow.\.ng ‘are the pomts which the Cong,rass plannad ‘bo
a.ccomplish as outlmed by . John P. Dam.s 1n the call and pa.mphleb

s _/"1*. The’ organ:.za:b:.on of the protest of Negro organ-"
- izations agamst civic, social and economic in= -
justices heaped on the Hegro and a heightenmg
of that protest. : :

"2, United Fromt of Negro é.nd white orgahizationa ’
around a basic minimm program of Negro rightses

g, Molding‘ on a nation-wide scale » as never before
accomplished, public opinion, both Negro and
vhite, against these injusticese

"4, A reamction as a result of the first three items
listed above among federal, state and local .
governments which will result in the improvement -
of the conditions of Negro psopls in this country,
and finally.

"5, A reaction as a result of the first three-iteins"': .

‘ listed above in the trade union field which will
result in i‘a.:l.rer treatment of Negro workers by
trade unions."

) To further show the interest of the Communist Party in the
National Negro Congress, -the following is quoted from page 35 of "Peoplets
Front", written by Earl Browder, General Secretary of the Commnist

Party at the time. It was published by the Internationsl Publishers in
1938, "Significant progress has besn mads in building a United Front of
struggle for Negroes! liberatione The National Negro Congress, which

met in Chicago in February, 1936, snd established a permanent organ=
ization, found the correct road=~the Negro people have learmed to expect
and demend of the Communists, the greatest sensitivity of their problems”
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Aims and Purposes

The First Congress made the follo-v:.ng seven demands:

1.’,

5.

The right of I\Tegroes to Jjobs at decant living wages and .

for the right to join all trade unions.. For the right -

7. to equal wages snd equal-labor conditions with other:
" workers, . For the organizabion of Negro workers with

. -+ ‘their fellow white workers into democra:b:l.cally con=
L 'brolled ’brade unionse: :

E’-Relz.ef a.nd securi'by for every needy Negro famlly; .
. for genuine social and unemployment insurence mth-

out dxscrmms.tlon. -

Aid to ’bhe Negro farm popula:b:.on, to ease the burden )
of debts and taxation; for the fight of farmers, ten-
ants and sharecroppers to organize and barga.m C

' collectlvely.

4

Se

Ce

A7?

For a f:x.gh‘b against lynch:mg, mob violence and police
brutality; for enactment of a federal anti~lynching
law; for the right to vote, serve on juries and enjoy
compl ete c:un.l libertys.

The right of Negro youth to equal opportum.ty in ‘edu~
cation and in the economic life of the cammunitye.

Tor complete equality for Negro women; for their right,
along with all women, to equal pay for equal work; for
their right to suitable environment for themselves and
their children -~ an envirorment which demands adequate
housing, good schools and recreational facilities;

for their right to organize as consumerse

To oppose war and fascism, the atbtempted subjugation
of Negro people in Ethiopia, the oppression of colonial
nations throughout the world, for the independence of

Ethiopiae®
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Seoond National Negro Congress

The Second National Negro Congress was held in Philadelphie,
Pennsylvenia, on October 15, 16, and 17, 1937, The Congress is claimed’
to have represented more than 500,000 members organized in trade unions,
churches, civic, politicel and fraternal groupse } .

This Congress was addressed by such prominent Communists or
near-Communists ass

James W. Ford
Clarence Hathaway
Dr. Harry Fo Ward
Louise Thompson
Williem Le Patterson

The following is & list of discussions entered into at this
Congress in Philadelphias

"1'

“2.

"3

ll4.

"5.

“6.

The right of Negroes to jobs at decent wages and

the right to join on an equal basis all trade unionss
the right to equal wages and equal lebor conditions
with other workers; the organization of Negro workers
with their fellow white workers into democratically
controlled trade unionse

Relief and seocurlty for every needy Negro
femily; end genuine social and unemployment
insurance without disorimination,

Aid to the Negro farm population, to ease
the burden of debts and taxation; the right
of farmers, tenants and sharecroppers to
organize and bargain colleotivelys

‘A fight against lynching, mob violence and police
brutality; for the right to vote, serve on juries end
enjoy complete civil liberty; and for enactment of

s federal anti-lynching lawe

The question of the Scottsboro Boys as a
special demsnd, by bringing forward its full
social and political significances

The right of Negro youthto equal opportunity in
education and in the economic life of the community.
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"7, For complete equality for Negro women; for

: their right, along with all wamen, to egqual
pay for equal work; for their right to a
suitable environment for themselves and their
children=--an environment which demeands ade--
quate housing, good schools, and recreational

" facilities; for their right to orgam.ze as

consumerse.. .

"8+ -The struggle for economic, polrbical, soclal
©  end cultural equality of the Negro people;
. the necessity of joining with all the pro=
- gressive forces in the land to defemt in a ' ..
common front the forces of fascism and wer
breedmg. : )

Third National ‘\Iegro céngress'

The Third National Negro Congress was held in Washington, De. Ce’
in the Labor Department Auditorium on April 26, 27, and 28, 1940. This
Congress was attended by 1,264 delegates. It approved the following
major resolutions:

l. To accept unenimously and enthusiestically
ths offer of John L. Lewis to establish a
working agreement with Labor's Non-Partisan
Leaguees

2e¢ To condemn this imperialist war and the
‘policies of the Roosevelt Administration
vihich lead toward war and to cooperate
with the progressive and labor forces in
working for peaces

3¢ To demend the immediate dissolution of the -
Dies Committee as a great threa:b to our
funda.mental rightse

4e To press for immediate passage of the Anti-
Lynching Bill,

A split occurred between the dommtv.nist and Non~Communist forces
vithin the Third National Negro Congress. A. Phillip Randolph, who had
been 1ts President up to that time, refused to be a candidate for the presidency.

kel
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On May 5, 1940, he issued a statement that the congress was

Wdeliberately pecked with Communists end C.I.O members who were
either Communists or sympathizers with Commnistse"

He added that most of the contributions to the Congress came
from CeIeOe unions and said that John P. Davis of Washington, D. Ce,
the Seoretary of the Congress, had said during an Executive Committee
mesting in New York,

"that the Commmist Party cantributed $100 & month to the Comgress."

Rendolph d:eolared that the Commmist Party, instead of trying
to refute charges of the Dies Committee that it wes a transmission belt
for Communist propagands., )

Yhas brilliantly succeeded in giving the charge every appearance
of truth and waliditye"

In his stead Max Yergan was the unopposed nominee for President
of the Congress. He is a leoturer at the City Collage of New York and
Treasurer of the International Committee on African Affairse During
his speech to the Congress he defended the Soviet Union and attacked
President Rooseveltts foreign policy. It is interesting to note that’
James We Ford was elected to the Exeocutive Committee at this Congresse

The pr:‘..noipal address was made by John L. Lewise

John P, Davis, Secretary of the National Negro Congress, in out-
lining the peace program, followed the identical program of the Communist
Party vhen he deolareds

"The position which our Congress should teke on the question’
of war should be to oppose loans, oredits, arms or any other aid
direot or indireot to either side of the belligerentse We speak
out firmly against ald to Nazli Germany but we speak out equal
fimnes: against aid to imperielist Britain snd imperialist
France.

He said he believed that: _
“The Americen Negro people will refuse to follow Amerioan

imperialism in an attaock upon the Soviet Union, will refuse
to fall victim to anti-Soviet adventures, will refuse to join
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American or world imperialism in an at‘baok.agains‘b the Soviet
people,.!

OFFICERS

The only reported change in the officers of the National Negro
Congress is to the effect that Ferdinand Smith, Seoretary of the National
Maritime Union, CeI.O. and a reported Communist, in May of 1942, was made
National Treasurer of the Congress. Henry Johnson, one of the former ’
Vice Presidents, wes removed as an officer and member of the organization.
It was also announced that George B. Murphy was made Administrative
Seoretarye With regard to Henry Johnson, it is said that he was expelled
from the National Negro Congress because of his actions as "an agent of
John L. Lewis", thus rendering him as "inimiocal to the best interests of’
the National Negro Congress, the Negro people, labor and national unity".

The following individuals are reported to be the present officers
of this orgenization:

Max Yergen, President

Reverend William He. Jernigan, Washington, D. Ce, Vice President
) Mrs. Fay Allen, Los Angeles, California, Vice President

Reverend Owen Whitfield, Missouri, Vice President

Reverend Charles A. Lewis, Philadelphie, Pennsylvania.,

Vice President

Dre Robert A. Simmons, Massachusetts, Vice Pre81den1:

John P, Davis, Washingbton, Ds Ce, National Seorsetary

George B. Murphy, Jre, New York City, Administrative Secoretary

Fordinand C. Smith, New York City, National Treasurer

Julius A, Bostick, Atlanta, Georgia, Financial Secretary

Louis Burnham, New York City, National Youth Secretary-

Organization

The National Negro Congress is being organized under a regional,
or distriot, and local council basise A region or district is composed
of several states, with & vice~president in charge. There are to be
also state organizations, These are made up of city bodies or local
councils within the state. The local council is the basic form of organ~
izations The local sponsoring committees, which initiate the movement
for the National Negro Congress, automatically become local councilse
These councils are to be federated bodies- of already existing organizations
vwhich affiliate to the council on the basis of a ps.rt or the whole of
the program adopted at Chicagoe




Branches

The organization is sald to have branches in the following States:

Alebama (Birmingham) ‘
Connecticut (South Norwalk, Hartford)
Illinois (Chicago)

California (Los Angeles)

Washington, De Ce

Indiena (Gary, South Bend)
Massachusetts (Boston)

Missouri (St. -Louis)

New York (Manhattan, Brooklyn)

South Carolina (Greenville)

Virginia (Suffolk, Richmond, Roanoke)
Marylend (Baltimore)

Michigan (Detroit)

New Jersey (Orange)

Chio (Akron) .

Poennsylvania (Philadelphia, Pittsburgh)
Rhode Islend (Providence) '
Texas (Weco)

Headquarters

Recently the headquarters of the National Negro Congress was moved
from Washington, De Ce, to 290 Lenox Avenue, New York City. It was stated,
-however, that the Congress would meintain a Washington Bureau with John
P. Davis, National Seoretery in charge, while George B, Murphy, Jre,
Administrative Secretary, would be in charge of the New York City offices

Officers

The history of the Congress reflects that since its inception
it has been under the leadership, for the most part, of two men: James
W. Ford, Negro candidate of the Commnist Party for Vice President of the
United States in 1934, 1936 and 1940, and John P. Davis, who although he
has not been proven to be e member of the Communist Party has been definitely
identified with that Party for the past five years.
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Max Yergen, who becéame the President of the National Negro Congress,
has been likewise identified with the Commumist Party for the past five years,
Scarcely en issue of the Daily appears which fails to reflect the name and .
accamplishments of Yorgan, who is a Negro. :

R An article appearing on page 546-547 of the periodical, "The .
Comunist®, June, 1940, attributes the following statement to John P.. .
~..Davis, a leader of the Negro Congress: .

"+ "I have visited the Soviet Union. I have talked with the
I Soviet people. - I have witnessed their accomplishments and A
; "achiev_ements. I know of their ideals and aspirations. I have
" . witnessed the real and genuine rights of its freedom. . I have
witnessed their many nations and peoples, business and work .
in amity, collaboration and peace. I know of their deep friende .
ship and aid to all oppressed peoples end on the basis of +that
experience and knowledge, which is shared by thousands of people, .
I firmly believe that the American Negro people will refuse to
fall victim to anti~Soviet ventures. Will refuse o join American
or World Imperialists in any attack sgainst the Soviet peoploesesss’
As further indicative of the cooperation and infiltration of the
Commmist Party in connaction with the National Negro Congress, it was

noted in an article appearing in the Ootober 30, 1940 issus of the Daily
TWorker that: )

"In & panel section of the Convention devoted to a discussion
of political parties, Mother Ella Reeve Bloor Ohmbolt, Communist
Candidate for Congress from Pennsylvania, Second District, spoke,
advenoing her Party's Program to aid the economic status of both
Negroes and whites and abolish the poll tax in the South.!

Accomplishments

The principal work of the National Negro Congress, in addition
to being e part of the United Front for the Communist Party, has been’
its campaign on behalf of the Scottstoro Boys, orgenizing Negro workers
in the Congress for Industrial Orgenizetions amd its campaigns on be-
half of Anti~Lynching and Anti-Jim Crow legislation. :
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Radical Activitiss and Connectit;ns

: The follomng statements have bsan issued by Jenes W, Ford -
. concerni. ng the mterest of. the Communist Par'by in the ’\Ia.tlona.l Negro .' - ~_'
Congress: ‘ - n . N

. "In all of thﬂse :quuas, the role of the National Negro '
Congress becomes of utmost importance for us. . The Congress does **
not re'g!eive sufficient support from us, It is still weak organ- - .

. izationallys It needs to be built and it is up 'ho the Comum.sts o
to do thelr share in helping to bulld it

"Wa Gonmunists were nsver doubtful sbout the significance .
or. the outcome of the National Negro Congress. TWe were not
deterred by the charges of 'Communist domination.!. Te were
guided by what we lcnew of the desire of the Negro masses for
united achion. " : : .

"The Communist:s have pleyed a big part in this develop-
ment as well as in the struggle for unity of the Negro people
and the white massess. Our Party as a whole has helped to
organize the Negro peopls end has gained wide support for
their struggles. There has been a better understanding on
the part of Negro Commmists of how to work among the Negro
masses, bringing to them Communist methods of struggle,
and creating faith emong them in the ability of the Communist
Party to break down the barriers of prejudicescsscecses’

"TPoday the tactic of the united fromt b*lnglng tovether
large messes of Negroes.sseso"

"The Na.tional Negro Congress (First Congress) recorded -
progress made by Gonmxm.sus and many delegates who supported
our program, in the increasing work we are carrying on in the
various organizations of the Negro people, Our modest suce
cesses are, however, just begimnings. We must now undertake
to profit from our experiences, mistakes, shortcomings and
guccessns, by showing what changes are necessary in our me-
thods of work to build the National Negro Congress."
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"It is necessary for the Party membershlp, partiocularly the
Negro members, to see the need and possibility of strengthening
our influence in the existing Negro organisations, by joining
them where possible end becoming useful members, We can today
unite the Negro people on the basis of their.day-to-dey needs, eand
for the preservation of democratic rights in such a way that the
greatest number of people will be brought together in common
struggle.”

"We do not contrapose immediste issues to the revolutionary
objectives; we are concerned daily, hourly, with the miserable
life of the whole of the Negro peopls, as a part of the larger
struggle for socialism,"

"As a duly elected member of the Executive Committee
{of the National Negro Congress) at the 'recent Congress at
Philadelphia, in the name of the Communist Party, I pledge
one thousand Negro Communists to become members of the National
Negro Congress during its drive, Our Communists must become
the most active and enthusiastio workers in the National Negro
Congresss We must ses that the best of these comrades are
utilized for work in the National Negro Congress,"

"We Communists must organize all our forces to render
great assistance to the National Negro Congress in carrying
out its program, If we develop systematic work we shall be
eble to fulfill very soon the task of developing a broad
People's Front among the Negro people in the United States
againat Fascism and war end for the liberetion of the
Negro people."

"dreat united front organizations such as the National
Nogro CongresssesesseseveWill be an important sector of the
Democratio Fronte"

James W, Ford has further charecterized the Wational Negro
Congress asi '

"A broadening of the Pecple's Front in America, The
Congress is built upon the organizational idea of a federa-
tion of Negro orgenizations which, in effect, is the Negro
People's Front,"

Ae We Berry, ome of the leaders of the National Negro Congress,
has in the past been & member of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party end en Upper Harlem Section Organigzer of the Communist Party.
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Edﬁard Strong, an exeocutive of the National Negro Congress, .
has been reported to be & high functionary in the Young Communist Leagues

The National ﬁegro Congress is affiliated with the American
Council on Soviet Relationse This latter group is regarded as the

“most intellectual Red setup in Americas"

The Nationel Negro Congress was one of the orgenizations spon=
soring the American Peace Mobilization at Turmer's Arena in Washington,
Ds Ce, on September 13, 1940, John P. Davis, Cheirman of the National
Negro Congress, wes chairman of the meeting in Washington, D. C., and
introduced such well=known redicels as

Vito ﬁamantmio .
Fred Keller, former member of the Abraham
Lincoln Brigade in Spain

Dre Max Yergan, now President of the Nationel Negro Congress, has
identified himself with the Communist Party for at least the last five
Yyearse An examination of the issue of the Deily Worker would indicete
that 1t constitutes itself as being his advance press agente There ap=
peared in the Daily Worker for July 26, 1938, a.statement to the following
affects

"Dro Max Yergan is not only an expert on African affairs but
is also close to the throbbing pulse of the Americen Negroe As
Executive Vioe President of the National Negro Congress he par=
ticipates in the shaping of policles that affeot the lives of
millions of Negroese"

Williem Z. Foster, writing in "The Communist" for November, 1936,
‘under an artiocle styled "The Crisis in the Socialist Party," declared, in
parts )

"The Partyts role was also one of significant importance
in the orgenization of the great united front National Negro
Congress in Chicago, February, 1936, of 1,817 delegates reprew
senting 1,200,000 members organigzed in trade unions, churches,
youth groups and so forthe In all these united front movements
‘the Communist Party is an official participant,”

The Communist Party of California issued the following statement
concerning Communist work in the National Negro Congress:
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"The Commnist Perty has given full support to the program
" of ‘the Nabional Negro Congress, both nationally end in Celiforniae
Communist Party members in California worked very actively for
the ach:.evement of this United Negro People's Fron'bo :

) A. Phillip Reandolph, President of the Brotherhood of Sleepi.ng
C . Car Porters, resigned in April, 1940 as President of the National Negro
. Congress on-the grounds that it is controlled by Commmists. Spesking-
.. before the Fifteenth Anniversary of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car :
: Porters in Harlem, New York, on Septem‘ber 17 » 1940, Randolph declared:-

coWO reaect tha Ctmmnmn.st program 88 a solu'b:x.on of

. ‘the problems of the Negro because it is the nega.’c:.on of democracy.  ,
We condemn 21l Commnist=Front and trensmission belt organizatioms -
as a peril to the constructive and sound program of the Negro
people since they seek only to serve the cause of the Communist
Party, which is only concerned about the success to the fore:.gn
policy of Soviet Russial" .

oo

: It was reported in Apr:.l of 1941 that the combined forces of the
Na.t:.onal Negro Congress and the Marylend Youbth Congress would carry on a
drive to win jobs for 7,000 Negro Workers in the "Jim-Crow" Plant of the
Glenn L. Martin Aircraft Company and the Bethleham Steel Companye

Prior to the repud:.ation of the Nonwaggression Pact between
Germany and Russia, Doctor Mex Yergan, President of the National Negro
Congress, issued the following stabtement on May 24, 1941, in connection
with the organ:.zatlon campaign to secure employment of Negroes in various
National Defense Industries, "ee.eeeit would be a mistake and it would do
serious harm to the Negro People, if they demand jobs in exchenge for
support of war-making plans snd of War itself, so this far holds no good
for the Negro but will usher in destruction of his Democratic Right and
further denial of the nea.ger Civil Liberty he enjoys already.

"The Negro people must insist on jobs while at the same t:una
opposing this imperialistic war end our independent interastse It is a
war which cannot possibly serve to save Demooracy or to liberate the people,
for it is en instrument of oppression of the people the world overse"

On July 4, 1941, subsequent to the Germen invaesion of Russia,
the National Wegro Congress issued a significant policy statement calling
on the Wegro people, "to give their fullest support to the ceuse of a
genuine struggle against Hitlerism both at home and abroadeesessthis is the
only way to secure manhood rights for the Negro people and to truly defend
American Democracy.® The statement continuess:
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The slightest possibility of successful conquest by the Forces
of Hitler of the vast territory and resources of the Soviet Union is &
cause for alarm to all American people, but especially the Negro people
for whom the world domination of Hitlerism would mean disaster for all
. their hopes for Demooratic Rights", : I : :

R ‘T‘he statemérﬁi 'obﬁéluded:v “The pledge of :our vaernm@nt for - i
¢ +full aid to-the Soviet Union in the brave fight against Hitlerism, will .
£ind welcome- response from: the Negro péoplelt P B P

/. ™Phis is true not only becauss of the ‘grave military disadvantage -
/"o which our cowntry would be put by.the defeat of the Soviet Union, but,. -
" aqually bacause of the genuine admiration which the Negro people have for . -
"/ the lend where race discrimination has been ebolisheds". ) L
M, . ..eTt is now the clear task of every section of the Negro’
people to give their fullest support to the cause of a genuinely Democratic
struggle against Hitlerism, both at home and abroade :This is the only
way to seours Manhood Rights for the Negro people and to truly defend
American democracys” i -
: It was reported in November, 1941 that the Manhatban Council of
the Netional Negro Congress demomstrated in front of the R. He Macy De=
" partment Store, Herald Square, New York City. The demonstration is said
to have been a failure inasmich a8 it was plemmed to heve approximately .
5,000 persons preseént, however, actuslly there were approximately 25
persons in the demonstration. The purpose of the demonstration is said
to have been to negotiate with the Macy Depsartment Store to employ Negro
personnele .- . : : ' .

More currently, the National Negro Congress has been carrying
on 8 campaign fgainst the policy of the Army end Navy in refusing to
accept donations of Negro blood, for "blood banks", which are stored to
provide transfusions for men in battlee The Congress has alleged that
this attitude of the Army and Navy is another demonstration of its Jim= -
Crow practicess In addition, there has been & demsnd on the part of the
National Negro Congress, as well as related groups, for Negro Employment
in National Defense Industry. Charges have been made, also, that there has
been discrimination against the Negro race in employment in these industriese
It has been additionally reported with raspect to this program that the
Communist Party snd the Communist Front organization, the International
Workers' Order participated in its It is stated that this way Communist
Doctrines may be presented to the Negro Racee ‘ '
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The following excerpt is taken from a pemphlet advertising a meeting
of & unit of the National Negro Congress held Merch 2, 1942, at the New York
Public Library, 9 West 124th Ste., New York Citye "Americe has been at War
for neerly three monthst Sufficient time has elapsed snd sufficient events
have occurred for us again to "take stock"esesesexamine the situationecesse.
and seo whers the Negro people stand in relation to ‘the Waressesssse® - o

: It is reported in May, 1942 a meeting vas held by the Mephattan™'. >

Council of the Hational Negro Congress at which many of the speakers spoke

azainst alleged discrimination against the Negro and called for mixed

" regiments of white and black soldierse  The question involving the people
“of Tndia and Africa who dealt with by verious speakers and it was urged - .-
that they be properly armed to guarantes the defeat of the Axis,.. Hope '~

Stevens, vho presided at the meeting, is said to have expressed their dise

appointment that only 70 persons were -in attendance after arrangements -

had been made for 700e ~ S i o

. Tn Junme 1942 tke National Negro Congress issued an appeal styled
frhis is Our War=-Wipe Out Discriminstion--Let Negroes Fight Equally". It
stated that "Negro Americans, especielly, want +to defeat Hitler, because
Nazi slavery threatens our onwerd march to full freedome The security of

" America and.ths defeat of Hitler make it imperative to open a western -
front in Europe now', In the appeal there were also demands thet alleged
diserimination against Negroes in war industries, in the Armed Forces, and
in civilian life be abolished and that the Negro people be integrated -
into all phases of the war efforte - Along with the appeal were the followee
ing instructionss - o

1. Do everything you can to win the wars ) )
2e Urge the removal of ell discriminatory bars from the war
© efforte '
. 3o Expose the disrupters of war unitye . :
- 4o Promote unity among Negroes for victory and full citizenshipe

The above-set-out "appeal® is, of oourse, in direct harmony with
the Communist Party line in that 1t urges full participation by Negroes
in the war effort but on the other hend, in effect, agitates theme It is
the reported theory that the Communist Parby and its front orgmmizations
desire to attract the Negroes by such appeals end statements, but at the
same time.keep them within the bounds of the war efforts
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The Daily Worker on March. 15, 1943, announcedthat at a seasion of
the National Executive Board of the National Negro Congress it was decided that
a series of three regional "Victory oconferences on the Problems of the War and
the Negro People" would be held in three areas; the Eastern Seaboard, the Middle
West and the Paocifioc Coasts It was further stated that the confersnces would
be designed to bring together official representatives of orgenization emong the
Negro people a8 well as among progressive white Americans to consider and to
aot upon the basic problems of the negro as they relate to the war. It was
decided that the oonferences, the first of which would be held on the Eastern
Seaboard, April 10 end 11, 1943, would be based primarily upon thres vital issues
before the negro peopls, namsly,

1, Manpower (FEFC,,Negro women in industry, the organiged
labor movement)e

2¢ - The Poll Tax ( e united campaign to abolish the Poll Tax
in the 78th session of the Congress)s

3¢ Democratization of the stage, soresn and radib (a national
campaign for an accurate interpretation of the life amd
culture of the Negro peopls)e .

. It was said further that in addition to the above questions, there
would be such matters as the armed forces, "The Fascist Defensive on the Home
Front", and the problem of strengthening civilian morale (rationing, price
control, child care, high cost of living) to considers

Acoordingly, a "oall" was issued by Max Yergan, president of the
National Negro Congress, to bring together offiocial delegates from the Northe -
eastern states and the Eastern Seaboard who represented the leading organizations
concerned with the problems of the Negro peoples

On April 10, and 11, 1943, the conference was held with an estimated
attendance of 1500 The main speakers wers Max Yergenj Thelma Dale, exsoutive
secrotary of the National Negro Congress; Edmonie Grant, member of the National
Council, YeWeCeAes Jomes B, Carey; secretary=treasurer, Congress of Industrial
Organizations, and Vito Marcantonio, Us S. Congressmen and president of the
International Labor Defense, & Communist Perty front orgenization,

Among the people taking a prominent part in the conference were the
following individuals who are reported to be Communist Party memberss

Ferdinand Smith, secretary, National Maritime Union

Edward E. Strong, National Executive Seoretary, National Negro Congress
Hope R, 8tevens, Legislative representative of the National Negro Congress
Jemes W, Ford, member of the National Cammittee, Communist Party.

Ben Davis, Jr., member, Netional Committes, Communist Party

‘Dorothy Funn, of the Negro Labor Victory Committee
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Audley Moore, Communist Party functionary, New York City

Doxey Ae Wilkerson, Howard University

Charles Collins, Exscutive Seoretary Negro Victory Committee )

George Marshall of the National Federation for Constitutional Libertiea

Clifford McAvory, Legisletive Representative of the Greater Ne Y., CIO,
) Industrial Union Gouncil

Thé foilavring panelé wore held at the conference ‘"Manpower Panel®, -
1) people's Victory - A People's Peace Penel", "Demooratio Rights Panel", "Wartime
Living Stendards Panels"

Writing in the Workér, James W. Ford, previously referred to as a
member of the Nationel Committee of the Communist Party, hed this to say about the
conferences . .

#The Conference was timely because of urgent problems connected with
ef feotive prosecution of the war end sentiments among the Negro people for
unitye It will be a big step forward towards national unification behind
the President, providing immediate measures are taken, first, by government
and labor to break down barriers that still operate against the fullest
mobiligzation of Negro citizens for the wer; and s econdly, providing broader
organizational unity is established among the Negro people behind the central
political and military issue that faces the nation, namely, the immediate
opening of a second military front in Europe against Hitler. In this connection
& great respongibility rests upon the shoulders of Negro leadorse

"Degpite significant and outstanding advances which have been
made in. plaoing large numbers of Negro workers into war industries through
the elimination of discrimanatory bars, and by the fact that hundreds of
thousands of Negro soldiers are sharing the burdens of our armed forces,

' it is supid to fail to see that there still operates a conspiracy of Negro=

baiting end disorimination. The Fair Employment Practice Commission which
was set up to force employers to hire Negro citigens, men and women, was
abandoned through a conspiracy of polletax Congressman, defeatists and
apPEA8EYRe  ruTm=—mme=n

+7, Wpabor:and the Negro people face newand greater common problems,

A reactionary group of defeatists and appeasers headed by poll tax Congress=
men and Martin Dies of the Dies Committee, is out to hamstring both labor
end the Negro peoples The initiators of the anti=labor Hobbs bill, the
Johnson bill, opponents of a law to abolish the poll tax are Negro baiters,
labor baiters and enti~-Semites. Ties betwoen the Negro people and lebor must
be mads stronger, The fight to break down disorimination ageinst Negroes in
industry is a central task of labore The trade unions mst fight more

 aggressively for the re-establishment of the FEPC. They must stand in the

forefront of this fight, so that the President's Exeoutive Order 8802 against
disorimination will not become & dead letter lawe

fiThe regional Eastern conference of the National Negro Congress
outlined a campaign for securing one million signatures in favor of re=
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establishment of the FEPC. Lebor's participation in the conference is a
pledge of support end assistence to this campaign .evececeecsssane

"Red~baiting and enti-Soviet activities in our country were
linked with the poll texers and appeasers in Congress. By his sterling
example Congressmen larcantonio delivered a stinging rebuke at all of those
who are thus hindering the struggle for rights of all citizens, black and
white. At the present moment in the war when certain forces are trying to

.do everything possible to strain the relations between the Soviet Union

and our own country, it behooves every loyal American to understand the

meaning and full denger of red-baiting and Soviet-baiting to success in the war
against Hazi Germeny. This was the fundamental and contribution to the conference
of Congressman Marcantonio, himself a democratic Americen end friend of the

Negro people.

"Phe Conference brought together a broad representation of labor and
of orgenizations of the liegro people. It demonstrated that the Negro people -
desire unity and are seeking the closest alliance with 1abor eeseese -

"eseeesesesThe chief responsibility for failure to gain Negro rights
and unity for the war effort will be at the door of all those who oppose unity.
and lag behind the spirit of fight now prevailing emong broad masseS.eece..®

A midwest conference of the Hational Negro Congress was held et the .
Mesonic Temple, 275 Bast Perry Street, Detroit, lilchigan, on May 29 and 30, 1943,
The conference was called to consider the problems of the war and the Negro
people. The number of delegates and observers in attendance was said to be
approximately three hundred on each day.

Pat Toohey, lichigan State Secretary of the Communist Party, and
Jack Raskin, reportedly a lmown Communist Perty member and Executive Secretary,
Civil Rights Federation of Michigsn, were in attendance during the conference.
Raskin conducted & panel discussion on "Democratic Rights.

The following individuals were reported to have addressed the conference
at some time during the two day session, either to the conference as a body or
to the pansl groups:

C. Lebron Simmons President of the Detroit Council, Na-
tional Negro Congress, reported Communist

Edward E. Strong Secretary of the National Negro Congress,
reported Communist

A. Clayton Powell, Jr. Editor, "People's Voice"

Shelton Teppes Sponsor, ‘Michigan Free Browder Congress,
reported Comnunist

G. Jemes Flemming Fair Employment Practices Committee -

Ray Cempbell ’ ‘ Of Local 633, International Brotherhood

of Teamsters, Helpers, Chauffeurs, and
! Warehousemen, AF of L
Arthur Bowman Chairmen, Negro Youth Council for Victory

and Democracy
Mrs. Rosa L. Cragg Michigan Divisian, Office of Civilian
Defense
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forces and against Negro women in war plants,

R e

Jeok Raskin . Exeoutive Seoretary, Civil Rights Fedsration
' of Michigan, reported Commmnist ,
Williem L, Patterson 0f the Abrahem Lincoln School, Chicago,
. Illinois, National Committee member of the
Communist Party
Clayborne George Attorney, representing the Cleveland branch
of the Netional Association for the
. Advencement of Colored People
Closter Current Executive Seoretary, Detroit Chapter,
National Association for the Advancement
i of Colored People, reported Communist .
I, P Flory Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers Unlon, CeI.Oe
' Chicago, Illinois

The theme of the sonference was to end discrimination in the armed

of & six page statement whioch called for:

le The opening of & second front,

2o Endorsement of the Marcantonio Anti-Poll Tax Bill,

3« Enforocement of the rationing laws,

4, End of discrimination,

b6e Hiring of Negro women in all war plants,

8¢ For the Department of Justice to enforce the antielynching lawse

Te For all the Negroes to support the Administrationt's plan to
fight the Axis until unconditional surrender,

8¢ The endorsement of the formation of an active Exeocutive Committee
for the midwest branch of the National Negro Congress,.

9s A request that a full=time paid executive seoretary be appointed
to cerry on the progrem of the conference,

There was distributed at the conference the following literature:

le A sixteen=page booklet published by the National Federation
for Constitutional Liberties, entitled "Poll Tax Repeal=-A
Priority for Victory "

2, A flyer which anmounced a freedom rally to be held Sumnday, -
May 30, at Scott Methodist Church, 609 Bast Kirby, Detroit,

3y A publication of the National Negro Congress, entitled
"Congress Vue," which announced a Negro Freedom Rally at
Madison Square Gerdens on June 7, 1943,

4e An amouncement of the Negro Youth Council for Victory and -
Democracy to be held in Detroit on June 12 - 13, 1943,

Be * A printed folder of the Wational Council of American-Soviet
Friendship, Incorporated, soliciting financial contributions,

6e A printed flyer from the Detroit chapter of the American
Council on Soviet Relations, which cautioned the readers
to beware of those who seek to show. distrust and suspicion
.of the Soviet Union, because "these people are doing Hitler's
work," ' :
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Background
sepérate meetings, one the Trade Union and Negro Peoples Victory Conference
" - at the Fraternal Club House, 110 West: 48th Street, MNew York City, on Juns

- the Golden Gate Ballroom,. Harlem,.New York City, on June 28, 1942, It has .-
.. been reported that these two meetipgs_'wére part of the same programa. Sh

ings, it hes been confidentially reported that they were planned by the Negro -
“Commission of the Mational Committee ‘of the Commumist Party, USA. The reasom
. for- this, it has been stated, was arrived at during a meeting held sometime
“in the middle of May, 1942, by ‘the Negro Commission of the Party, abt which

“time James Ford, member -of the National Committee of the Perty, is reported

" deemed anti-Party in charscter and was considered a denger to the "uz;ited

danger existed of the Negro Movement £alling under the leadership of the

" pegative criticism of the Merch on Washington Movement was not enough and .

_ Party to write an article for the "Daily Worker" critioizing the March on °
" Weshington Movemente It should be noted at this time that an article concernm=

RE:- NEGRO LABOR VICTORY COMMITTEE

" on the week end of June 27 and 28, 1942, there were held two -

27, 1942, and the other the Negro’ Labor Victory Committee Meeting held at . :

" As a matter of backeround information -concerning these two meete - .

%o have stressed the need of counteracting the influence of and the interest
in the March on Weshington Movement, It was reported thet the Movement was

front policy" of the Partye. ;
"It was reported further that the Communist Party believed tha'b'

Socialist Party s allegedly represented by Ae Phillip Rendolph. It has
been further reported that it was decided at the meeting that a form of |

that simulteneously with the criticism by the Party of the Movement there-
should be set up an organization with the policy of the Party in contra=- |
distinction to the purely "Nationalist Movement" led by A. Phillip Randolph,

Tt has been reported that Benjeamin Davis, Jr., was agsigned ﬁy ‘the

ing the Maroh on Washington Movement appeared in the June 18, 1942, issue of
the "eily Worker" and was written by Ben Davis, Jr., who is Secretary=’
preasurer of the "Daily Worker" and reported to be a member of the Communist
P&I‘ty. ’ Y

The article referrad to ‘the meeting of the March on Washington
Yovement on June 16, 1942, in Madison Square Garden, Mew York City, and ad-
vised that the meeting "recorded a new high point in the militancy and
aggrossiveness of the Negro peopls for +their just demands of equal integra-
tion into the war effort and complete citizenship in the United States,"

Tith regard to the organization itself, however, the article
stateds ’ :
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: " o o o The meeting revealed further that Norman Thomas Soclal=
ists, Trotskyites, Lovestoneites and other malignantly defeatist elements '
are seeking to exploit the just grievances of the Negro people to turn

V‘them against the nation, spread disunity, and ultimately to use these - .
" grievanges against the Negro's own best intereats. These nondescr:.pt, B
unpatriotic elements == who insult the honor of the Negro people by 'bry- )
ing to incite them to disloyalty to their country and to their own inter=
ests == have a heavy influence in the so=called March on Washington Move-

) ment, wh:.ch condncted the ra.lly. ;

: . Prior to the e.bove-ment:.oned art:.ole s an e.r'bicle appear:.ng in the
June 14, 1942, issue of the "Daily Worker," styled ."Call Parley .to. Increase.
Negro Role in War," announced.the Trade Union and Pesoples Victory Conférence, .
~The article. stated that the Conference was sponsored by the "Psoplets Voice,"

) “a Negro weekly paper published in New York City, the: Na.tional Conference oi‘

Negro Youth, and the Negro Labor Vlc’cory Gommi'btee. :

S oo In ‘bhe above-ment:.oned e.r‘bicle a "ca.ll" 'bo 'bhe COnference wa.s se*b
“oute The substance of this "call® was that for a victory of the United'.

' Nations in 1942 to become a reality " WESTERN FRONT MUST BE OPENED," and

that a failure to strike quickly might mean the danger of "a Hitler Victory."
-The "eall" continued, pointing out that such a victory would impose "upon us

. all their false ideas of 'racial superioritye!" It stated that the Negro™ ~
people were. enxious to meke theircamtributions to the war effort and that

- they should be given an opportunitye - -The "call" concluded by demending a

"full and complete integration of the Negro people into all war act:.vities. . a"

The Trade Union and Peoples Vlctory Conferenee :

The Trade Union and Negro Peoples Victory Conference wes held dJune
27, 1942, from 10:00 AJM. until 6:30 P.M. » a.t the Fraternal Club House, 110
West 48th Street, New York Citye .

. It has been reported that the meeting was a.ttended by 350 delega.tes
‘and 75 observers, representing eleven internationalmions affiliated with
" the American Federation of Labor, and seventy~five local unions and seventy-
nins internetionel unions affiliated with the Congress of Industrial Organizaw
tionse = It was further reported that 45 of the delegates represented religious,
fraternal, . pol:.t:l.cal and civic groups., )
‘l‘he "xoynote address" was given by Perdinand Sm'bh, Secretary of
the National Meritime Union and reported member of the Communist Party. Smith
has been confidentially reported to have been slected by the National Com—
‘mittee of the Party to orgenize the Party's work among the Negro peoplee

In his "keynote speech" Smith is reported to have stated that the
Negross "ere denied real participation in this struggle for freedom," He is
reported to have said that "they are Jim Crowed in the armed services," and
he is reported to have attacked "appeaser groups" who, he stated, are attempte
ing to divideé the Negro peoples
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The second session of the Confarence was opensd by Harry Reiche
Reioh is stated to have been & member of the Communist Party since 1933,
He is also reported to have been an organiser of the Food Workers Industrial
Pnion, an organization reportedly built by the Communist Party which was
affiliated with the Trade Union Unity Leaguee

The main speaker at the seoomd session of the Conference was
Gongressman Vito Maroantonic, Im his speech he is reported to have announced
that he was introducing a bill for punishment of disoriminatory employerse

Among the other speakers 1isted were John A, Davis, Executive Seare~
tary of Governor Lehman's Commitiee on Disorimination, and Elmer Carter, Mem-
ber of the New York State War Councile ’

A twelveepoint program was adopted at the Conferende oalling for
such measures as e training of 100,000 Negroes for war produation, a demand
that & National Conference on Discrimination be oalled, & demand for full
ocitisenship rights for Negroes, and a program to rid the Aray and Navy of
Jin Crowism,

Fourtesn resolutions were passed at this Conference, the majority
of which pertained to the promotion of the adoption of anti~discrimination
measures, However, certain politicsl resolutions were adopted, inoluding inde-
pendence for Puerto Rico, the ending of foreign dominstion of foreign countries
by the United States, the granting of political aamesty for politicel prisoners
in tho West Indies and Puerto Rico, snd urging that the Civilisn Conservation
Corps and the National Youth Administration be extended,

Negro Labor Victory Committee “Unity for Viotory" Rally

On Sunday, June 28, 1942, at the Golden Gate Ballroom, 142nd Street
and Lennox Avenus, New York City, the Negro Labor Viotory Committes sponsored
a "Unity for Viotory" Rallys This meeting is reported to have been attended
by approximately 6,000 persons, 4,000 of whom were seated and 2,000 of whom
wore reported to have stood on the outsids, :

. . The main spesker at the Rally was the Honorable Paul V. MoFutt,
Obairman of the War Kanpower Cosmission, Other speakers were Congressman Vito
Marcantonios Reverend Ae Clayton FPowell, New York City Councilmanj Ferdinand
Smith of the National Maritime Union; Winifred Normsn, Chairman of the National
Conference of Negro Youths; and Eddie Yolan, former 0lympic track stare

. -A twelve=point program was adopted at this weeting, the substance of
which called for the extending of anti-disorimination measures and the ending
of Jim Crow practicese

- the Chairmsn of the meeting was stated to be Charles Collins, an
organizer of the Hotel and Club Euployees Union, Loocal No, 6, Ameriocan Fedsra-
tion of Labor, Collins is reported confidentially %o be a nember of the Commuw-
nist Party and one whom the Party is building up in the trade union field,
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The following individuals are reported to have been active in the
organisational activities comneoted with the meeting and are stated to be
members of the Communist Party:

George Bromm = International Vice President of the Hotel
and Restaurant Employees International
Alliance and Bartenders International
League of America, AFL,

James Alston -~ Business Agent and organizer of local 623
of the Amalgamated Meat Cutters and Butcher
Workmen of North Amerioca, AFL, .

Arthur Garvin e« Organizer for the Hotel Front Service Em~
ployees Unlon, Looal 144, AFLe

Sabina Martines = ' Orgmiser for the Cleaners and Dyéu
Union, Loocal 328, CIO.

As refleoting the attitude of the Communist Party toward the "week
end conference® of the Negro Labor Victory Committes, June 27 and 28, 1942,
an editorial appeared in the "Daily Worker" of June 30, 1942, The editorial
stated that the conferonse ™was a tremendous expression of the Negro peoplets
patriotic desire for .their country's viotory over Hitler,"™ and that at the
same time "it was a powerful demonstration, demanding the full rights of the
Negro people, o ¢ " It commented favorably om the spoeches of the Honorable
Paul V, MoFutt, Congressman Vito Maroantonio and Councilmen A, Clayton Powsll,
Jre

The editorial continued, advising that "The Negro people showed
their desire for unity behind win-the-war candidates in November, when thundere
ous acolaim greeted Councilman Powell's request that Harlem vote for Marcantonioe®

The editorial conoluded demanding that "An inmsdiate program and
action by our national govomnen‘b against every single disoriminatory praotico
e o o is urgently noooaso,ry.

Astivities

On July 15, 1942, at the Renaissance Casino, 138th Street and Tth
Avenue, New York City, the Committee held a meeting in comjunction with the.
National Confereunce of Negro Youth, desoribed as a Communist Party instructed
and sponsored orgenization, It was stated that the meeting was part of a came
paign the Party organized on & nationwide scale around the "0dell Waller exeocu-
tion,"™ the purpose of which is said to be the abolition of the poll tax and
lynching, At the same time, it has been stated, the meeting was part of the
movement to counteract the effeot of the March on Washington Movement,

The meeting was also attended by representatives of lLocal 65, Fur
Workers Union, CIO, and the National Negro Congresse The Confidential Ine
formant has desoribed tho meeting es being composed of a series of speeches
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made by individuals who posed as "first time speskers” but whose Party "Jargon
and manner" indicated that they were not beginners. The meeting was said to
have been attended by approximately 100 personse The outward purpose of the
meeting was to protest against the lynching of one Willie Vinson, a Texarksna,
Texas, Negroe ) .

0n July 15, 1942, it was alsq ascertained that the Committee pre=-
pared and sponsored a petition in.oooperation with Local 91, United Furniture
Workers of America, CIO, 186 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, New York, directed to
Mr. Donald Nelson, Chairman, War Produotion Board, urging the utilizetion of
the skill of the workers and the facilities of the Spring Products Corporation,
Long Island, New York, through the alloocation of war contracts to that companys
The petition further stated that 400 Negro workers were employed at this come
peny end that they faced loss of their jobs because wer contracts had not been
allocated to this plant. :

: It has been reported that the Committee, in cannection with the
Young Communist League, on July 17, 1942, called a meeting which was held but
a half of a bloock away from the meeting place of the March on Washington Move=
ment. Circulars were stated to have been distributed near the meeting place
of the March on Weshington Movement in order to confuse the people and to
attract them to the Cammunist-inspired meeting awey from the March on Washing=
ton Movement meetinge '

On July 24, 1942, the Committee sponsored & meeting held at the Up=
tow Fur Center, 2132 Tth Avenue, New York City, the purpose of which was to
draw up an action progrem “for getting Citizens Rights for the Negro in Amerioa
todaye" At the meeting e report was given by Ewart Guinier, a reported Commus
nist concerning a conference had with the Attorney General wherein slleged
feots were presented concerning recent lynchings and injustices committed
ageinst the Negro peoples Guinier stated that he urged the Attorney General
to ask the President to issue a proclametion for Negro rightse At the meeting
a resolution was passed to bring pressure to bear on the Attorney Gemeral and
President Roosevelt for the issusnce of the proclamations Beveral members of
the Communist Party spoke and it was decided to hold e mess rally in Brooklyn
on August 8, 1942,

The .Committes voted to support the March on Weshington parade and
mass meeting held én July 26, 1942, in New York Citye It was decided that in=
stead of getting out their own petitions, members would use the petitions of
the March on Weshington Movements '

A committee, consisting of Ferdinand Smith, Solomon Harper, Sabina
Martinez, Ewert Guinier and George Murphy, was appointed to visit locel
Congressmen in an ettempt to obtein their signatures for a petition urging
members of the House of Representatives to support the Geyer Anti=-Poll Tex
Bille It should be pointed out that all members of the committee had been re=
ported to be either Commnist Party members or olosely affiliated with the
Partye
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On July 27, 1942, the Daily Worker announced that a letter had been
forwarded by the Committee to Admiral Emory S, Land, Chairmen of the War Shipping
Administration, wherein it was demanded that a Negro sea captain, one Hugh Mulzao,
be "used immediately as a ranking officer® in the intereat of "defeating the
Axise" . .

_ The letter is stated to have also pointed out that the Maritime industry
nig still protecting its prejudice at the cost of transportation for victorye
This is near treason, especially when we need to use every shipping resource to
transport men and materialse o o o : .

on August 12, 1942, the Negro Lebor Victory Committee held a meeting
at the Harlem Workers Olub, 126th Street near Lenox Avenue, New York City,
attended by epproximately 40 persons. A .report end discussions were oentered
around efforts to obtain the passage of the Geyer Anti=Poll Tax Bille The re=
port pertained to the results obtained by the delegation steted to have visited
Congresamen Gavigan to obtain his support in the passage of the Geyer Anti=Poll
Tax Bill, It was stated that the delegation was assured that Congressman
Gavigan would do all within his power to .see that the bill was brought to the
floor .of the Houses .

The delegation is reported to have consisted of Ewart Je Guinier,
Secretary of the Negro LabarVictory Committee; Charles Collins, organizer of
the Hotel, Restaursnt end Club Employees, AFL, Local No. 63 George Be Murphy,
the Administrative Seoretary, National Negro Congress; Elinor Keahn, National
Federation for Constitutional Liberties; and James Allen, head of the New York
State Nationel Association for the Advancement of Colored Peoplee It was re=
ported further that all of these individuals are Commnist Party members except
James Allene .

- On August 31, 1942, the Negro Labor Victory Committee sponsored a
meeting which was attended by approximately 2,000 people at the Golden Gate
Ballroom, Harlem, New York Citye The meeting is said to have been endorsed by
the State, County and Muniocipsl Workers of Amerioa; Local Noe 65 of the Whole~
sale and Warehouse Union, CIOj the United BElectrical, Radio and Machine Workers
of Americas Loocal No. 125, Fur Floor Boys end Shipping Clerks; Joint Board of
the Fur Dressers and Dyers Union, CIO; and the United Shos Workers of Amerioas

The meeting was presided over by Charles Collins, organiger for
Local Noe 6 of the Hotel and Club Employees Union, AFL, & reported Negro
Communist from Trinidad, British West Indiess The following individuals are
stated to have spoken:

Lyndon Henry, Menager of Local Noe 88. of the Fanoy Fur Dyerse

Jemes Lustig, organizer, Distriet No, 6, United Electriocal,
Radio and Machine Workers of Amerioa, CIOs .

Thomas Jasper, Executive Seoretary of +he Negro Labor Vietory
Committeee ‘
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Canada Lee, former boxer and actor in the play "Native Son."

Reverend Adam Clayton Powell, New York City Counocilman and
Pastor of the Abyssinian Baptist Churche .

Louis Weinstock, Seoretary, District Council Noe. 9, Painters
Union, AFL.

All of the speakers referred generally to discrimination against
the Negroes and exhorted the listeners to do something about ite It was
stated that they were partiocularly vitriolic in their denunciation of the
Police Department of New York City, the Governor of Alabsma, the Governor
of Georgie, the Daily News, the World Telegram and the Journal-American,
branding all either as Hitler agents or agenciese. It is stated that numerous
examples of what particular unions are doing to provide jobs for Negroes
wore oited. The crime wave in Harlem was attributed to the economic con=~
ditions of the Negro which were asserted to be deplorable. All are said to
have been vehement in their demand for the opening of a "second front"
immediately as a solution of all the problems of the peoples Resolutions
wore stated to have been made for the independence of India and the opening
of a "second fronte"

The National Maritime Union is said to have provided a delegation
of Negro scemen who served on ships which were torpedoede These individuals
in turn served as a color guard, it is reported.

The meeting was described as evidencing a marked lack of enthusie
asm except when Adam Clayton Powell spokes Powell, in his speech, is stated
to have praised the fight of the Russiens, stressed the need for unity to
create a "new world where there will not be any rich or any poor people=-—a
people!s world based on justice and equity."

On November 15, 1942, at the Golden Gate Ballroom the Negro Labor
Viotory Committes sponsored a "Peoples Rally and Drama on the Four Freedoms,"
in attendance at which were said to have been approximately 1,000 personse
The cheirmen of the meeting was Earl Robinson who made introductory remarks,
explaining the purpose of the meeting as being to dramatize the "Four Freedoms"
end to make them a living reality. Juan Antonio Crretjer, Secretary of the
Puerto Rican Nationalist Party, spoke on the Puerto Rican situation and
attributed starvetion in that country to the United States Government, He
charged the American policy with regard to Puerto Rico as beingimperialistic
and said that the Puerto Rican Nationalist Party eims to set up & democratic
republic in Puerto Rico,

Barbara Watson, described as the daughter of Munioipal Court Judge
Watsm, New York City, is reported to have spoken on Africa end expressed the
aspirations of Africans for freedoms

An individual by the name of Iui Liang=Mo spoke on China and cone
demned Amerioan isolationism prior to December 7, 1941,
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Kumar Goshal is said to have lpobn on the Indian situation, in
offect condemning Great Britain, snd said that the Indians do not waut a
doninion status, rather they want a government of thelir owne

Congressman Vito Marcantonio spoke on the Puerto Rioan situation
and urged lend~lease aid to the Puerto Rican Govermment, At the same time
he denounced the filibustering in the Senate on the poll tax bill,

Charles Collins, a reported Communist, who made the collection
appeal, spoke against lynching, “Jim Crow," and urged the appliecation of the
Four Freedoms to all ocountriese

On January 22, 1943, members of the Negre Labor Vietory Come

mittes who had been designated as delegates formed s delegation which visited.

several offiocials in Washington to protest over the ourtailment of activities
‘of the Fair Employment Practioes Committee, The delegation was ocomposed of
spproximately 20 people snd was led by A« Je Isserman representing the .
National Federation for Constitutional Liberties, a Communist front, It is
said that the delegation advised representatives of the Fair BEmployment
Praotioces Committee that they wanted to support the Committes but that thoy
desired to see it returned to an autonomous status rather than to heve it
controlled by “appeasers." After visiting the various Governmental repre-
sentatives, the delegation reportedly went to the looal officesof the
National Federation for Constitutional Liberties at which time they seleoted
four individuals who were allegedly to fulfill an appointment at the White
House on the same day, The individuals selected were Williem Bassett, A. J.
Isserman, Moran Weston and Zera Duponte

On February 16, 1943, members of the Negro Labor Viotory Com-
mittes reportedly had an appointment with the Houmorable Faul V., McHutt at
which time it presented the following proposalss

Ao That the railroad hearings of the Fair Employment Fraotices
Committes should be rescheduled at once,

Be That the Fair Employment Fractices Committee funotion as an
independent Governmental agency responsible to the President,

Ce That the Committes be granted an adequate budget,

Do That the Committee be given powsr to apply penalties for
violations of the President‘'s Executive Order,

Eo That the Coumittee be comprised of rspresentatives of labor
mivorities and industry functioning on & voluntary baais,
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Fo That Mr. MoNutt issue a stern warning to contractual .
agencies to cease -their disorimination practices againat
Negro workers who leave their nonessential jobs for war
work in compliance with the “work or fight" order,

On June 7, 1943, at Madison Square Garden, New York City, the
¥Negro Freedom Rally" was held under the auspices of the Negro Labor Viectory
Comaittee, the Brooklyn Committee and the Feoples Committes, Approximately
20,000 individuals are said to have attended this function with several
thousands remaining on the outside, » :

Confidential informants have advised that considerable Communist
Party oontrol and influence have existed behind the soenes of this meeting
and that Party funotionaries have been sctive in assisting im the arrange-
monts for the affaire Among the people who are said to have been responsible
for staging this meeting are Dorothy K. Fumn of the Nogro Labor Viotory Com~
mittes, & reported Communist; Ferdinand Smith, Secretary of the National
Maritime Union and reported Commumist; Benjamin Davis, Jr., National Com~
atttee member of the Conmunist Party; Max Yergam, reported Communist and
leader of the Council om Afrioan Affairas; and Adem Clayton Powell, Jr., New
York City Counciluman and minister who is said to have numerous connections
with the Commmist Party and Commnist Party front groups, All of the foree
going individusls are Negroes, .

A large orowd estimated at 20,000 attended the meeting at which
the following measures were urged: the pasasge of the anti-poll tax bill,
the opening of a "second froat mow" and the elimination of ™Jim Crow in the
Armed Forces." It might be noted that urging for a second front has recently
resumed its place in the Communist Party line, The prinocipal speakers at )
the meeting were Ferdinand Smith, Dr. Chauning Tobias, Lester Granger, Max
Yergan, Dre Charlotte Hawkins Brown, Congressman Vito Marcantonio, Charles
Collins, Michael Quill, Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., and Dorothy K¢ Funn, It
is said that the general theme of the speeches dealt with race disorimination,
Congressman Maroantonio spoke on the anti-poll tax bill and urged its pasasge,

A drama was presented at the meeting which was entitled "For This
Ve Fighte," This play, written by Langston Hughes, Negro poet and a reported
Communist, was described as impressive, It depicted alleged racial dis-
orimination in the Armed Forces, The Negro artists Paul Robeason and Duke -
Ellington took part in the play, In this oconneotion, Adsm Clayton Powell,
Jr., Reverend Thomes Herten and Ferdinand Smith were delegated to carry
“the message of the people” to the President at an unknown date, This
mossage reportedly contains a demsnd that alleged disorimination in the
Armed Forces be abolished, . :
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The "Daily Worker," the Commmist daily news orgen, under
: date of June 9, 1943, devotes oonsiderable space to this meeting and
: " points out the effectiveness end power in the demonstration shown at the
~meetinge Robert Minor, National Committee member of the Commuuist Perty
points out that the meeting was "a discovery of strength" and eulogizes
the part of organized labor in the meetinge

Officers

! The following individuals, adcorciing to a public release of
this organization, are the officers of it:

Co~Chairmens: Ferdinand C. Smith, Netional Seoretary,

National Maritime Unlon
George E. Brown

Vice Presidents: Roger Straughn

: Amelie Lookhart, Ladies Auxiliary Local 370,
Dining Car Employees Union

Executive Seoretary: Charles A. Collins
Administrative Secretary: Dorothy Ke Fumn, Teachers Union
Treasurers " Arthur Garvin .

: Organizational Seoretarys Thomas Jasper, Assistant Manager,
. Fur Floor Union

: Finance Committees: James Alson, Meat Cutters Union, AFL
' Thomas Astwood
i Amy White
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