


Pebruary 6, 1942

My, George G. McDemmond
29398 Audubon Strest
Rew Orleans, Louisiana

Dear Mr, Ebnemmond:

This letter is in reply to your communication dated January 13,
in which you were presenting a report on the Defense Trein matter, I
had no idea that the businessmen of New Orleans were subjected to such
inconveniences, and I am pleased to know that they refused to submit
to thess indignities,

The Contract Distribution Office has now been merged with the
Production Division of the War Production Board and a new field division
will be created to supervise field problems, Before we put into ex-
ecution our contract service operation, we shall arrange with this
unit to give proper treatment to ocur businessmen in certain sections
of the CGountry.

I hope that you will play an importent part on your State Com=-
mittee and I foel assured that you will funection in any capacity., Se-
leot that operation to which you are best fitted and notify Wallace
accordingly. The Conference has been tentatively set for April 10th-
11th, subject to the approval of the Secretary's Office., If possible,
try to arrange transportation for several members of the Board of Trade
to attend this Conference. Flease let me hear from you frequently. A
revised plan of action is enclosed.

Very sincerely yours,

Emmer Martin Lancester
Adviser on Regro Affairs
U. 8, Department of Commerce

EML:amj
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2939 Audubon Street
llew Orleans,Louisiana
January 13,1942

r. Zmmer artin Lancaster
sdviser on Negro Affairs
U.8. Department of Commerce
Washington,D.C.

Dear ¥r. Lancaster;

It would appear that I am a very poor correspondent. I am. I
, supposethat having to write my own letters after several years ,
| of having them done for me has made me either lazy or disposed f
! to procrastination. However,some of the delay is ,or rather was,
necessitated by certain investigations which had to be made
before I could give you a complete report on the "Defense train"
affair. Here are the final events of this unfortunate affair.

To sum it all up Negroes were not to be admitted at the regular i
hours. T had several telephone conversations with ¥r. Judd,the ?
manager of the contract division,who after hearing from
Washington,attempted to get me to agree to a segregated half hour !
for Negroes. *¢ promised that he would talk with the @Gommander of |
the train and give me a final decision on the admittance of A
D Negpoes at the regular hours. It developed that on Friday,the
final day of the exkbit,I received a telegrecm from !r. Judd at
three thirty-five in the afternoon advising that'members of youe
organization will be admitted from four-thirty to five o8®clcck.”
You can appreciate that such a notification w:uld not permit

the proper notification of interested persons nor sufficient
time to get there. Qur Negro business men,however had me prev-
iously inform iir. Judd that a segregated time was out of the
question and that they would not be present. To all appearances
no Negroes gttended.

I had been told that two Negroes had attended,but that they had
gone as "white". I had to follow this up so that I could tell
you*whether this were true . I have not been able to see either i
of the Cook bros.,but the wife of one tells me that the two
brothers did go and attended” the moraing session. She inferred

that they were not recognized as “egrdes, Zoth of the men are very ‘
fair. ss far as I know no others went to the exibit. !

: I was able to stifle all oublicity. I felt that because of the ;
‘ strenoomas condition of the times that the least -agitation of : ‘

that sort would be better for all concerned. I informed .ar, Judd |
that Negroes considered such actlon®™a slap in *he face" and :
tha* we felt. that our assistance and loyalty were not necded. 'ie

are going to continue our fight here against such injustices,but ,

we propose to do so in such a manner that our iadigmdtion will
be voiced and felt,buththat our loyalty to our country will not {
be doubted. i




~cost at all. Iy margin of profit has besen cul approximately

-

am still pursuing my b.us‘nezs. It is growing in size,and I am
going to add another employee in a few weeks. This seems strange
crrhaps in the face of the fact that I said previously that I am
not making any money. I still am not ma<ing any. I oropose to
add this emonloyee to take my place in the business as far as my
labor contribution is concerned and to zet myself a job to have
the neccessary capital to bolster wmy basiness. If I can kesp it
going to the extent that I can keep the [ive persons I have
assoclated with me working and paylng thelr salaries,and that it
will continue to grow in output and will permit of sufflicient
other increment to allow plant expansion,l shall be glad to
consider the business successful .

Alsing prices here in New lrleans are wreaking a havoc on the
small business man. Iy output cost have Iirreased more than
thirty percent,yet T have not been able to incrcase my consumer

twenty vercent.Il mention this because I Xnow that you ars inter-
ested in the problems of the small business man. T hope that the
government will soon consider the plight of the samall Susiness
man-and will include the Negro.

Fardon the length of the letter,but T know that you wanted to
know the outcome of the exibit incident and I like to feel that
you are interested im my problems as a business man. L certainly |
hope that you are enjoying good health,and that you will con-
tinue to serve us in your present capacity for we all believe
that we have a friend in you 2t Washington. I shall be glad
to know if you still contemplate the conference in D.C. with
my very best wishes for your continued succezs,I am,

Respectfully yours,

George &. HMc Demmond

. N
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2939 Audubon street,
New (Orleans, Louisiana,
June 3, 1942.

Mr. dSmmer Martin Lancaster,

Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U.S. vept. of commerce,
acnington, Ve G,

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Please pardon my tardiness in answering your corre-
spondence of a recent date, in which you requested statements
of the two Loan Associations domiciled here in louisiana. Be-
cause of the press of certain personal matters, I was not
able to contact these firms immediately.

I spoke, however, witn the director of the vouglass
Assn., and he has promised me a statement shortly, if other
members of the board permit . From tme other [ have not yet
had a reply. 1 hope to have this information witnin a week
and shall send it to you at once.

you asked regarding my Potato Ghip Business and lam
happy to say that it is steadly growing and bids fair to be-
come a suceessful venture. 1 have six employees and am gross=-
ing in the neighborhood of ten thousand dollars annually. -rhe
 marginal profit, however, has been cut more than half by the \
- exhorbitant rise in produection cost, i. e., potatoes, cooking ' o
0il and bags. 1f rationlng,and still higher potato and oil
cost :&s not imminent, L hope in a few months to have the
business SO stabilized as to weather almost any storm. 1 have
bought my first truck and<h0pe to buy another in the next few
months.

i shall write you more. . at length very shortly.
Again, let me wish you success in your endeavors, and to assure
you that ram as always,

1ours friendly,

4. 2274 fearncond

George u. Mc.lemmond

GM:ws




Hareh 26, 1941

Dear ¥r. dacKeachle:

The Department of Commerce has approved
a eoaferencs on Hegro Business to be held in
the W mwmm, ﬁfxﬂl g mﬁ 19,
19&1' pomonsed o!
Wm GOr sasonih rawes ; '
mnt.im, ami ia i‘m ﬂw the pemmm of
affecting a more adeqguate integration of
Negro business problems into the government
PrOgZran.

I% ls the Department's belief that within
this group thore sre business men qualified to
oupply the govermment with prodase, bul who
arve unfamilier with the procedure and policy
of the Division of Purchases,

4 sassion on Netional Defense wnd the
Hogro in Business will be held Saturday
afternoon, April 19, st 2 P,  In order Lo
faniliarize the conference with the program
of the bivision of Purchases, it would be a
favor if you would ocongent to make a short
address to the conferende on Lhis subject.

Sincerely yours,

Borwmen: W, Baxter,
Assistant bo the Searstary.

¥r, bouglas ¢. HacKeachie,

Assistent Director, mvhim of Furchases,
Office of Production Management,

Soclal Security Building,

?&‘Wﬁbﬁu, D. Qo




NEW YORK BRANCH

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
UNITED STATES TRAVEL BUREAU

45 BROADWAY

- BAN FRANCISCO BRANCH

OLD MINT BLDG. NEW YORK CITY,

March 28, 1941.

Mr. E. M. Lancaster,
Special Adviser on Negro Affairs,
Department of Commerce,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

We have read with much interest that you have worked out plans
for a conference in Washington, next month, which will attempt to

unify and promote Negro business.

In connection with the promotion of Negro business, may we
call your attention to the field of travel and recreation. Travel
ranks as America's third largest industry and it is estimated that
Negroes are contributing over 140 million dollars, annually to the
huge sum America is spending for travel and recreation.

In every center of large Negro population, there exists an
opportunity right now, for some agency to furnish intelligent,
accurate information and counsel to people who wish to travel or
may be induced to do so.

For your information there is enclosed a copy of a letter which
is being mailed to Negro hotel owners and managers, throughout the

country.

Based on the nation-wide l6~-year survey just completed by the
editors of Western Advertising, $6,516,837.00 is estimated to have
been appropriated by State legislatures or raised by private sub-
scription and local tax levies for advertising for the 1940-41
tourist season. This exceeds by mearly $1,500,000.00 the amounts

estimated for the 1939-40 sesason.

"TRAVEL STRENGTHENS AMERICA"




We are glad of this opportunity to address you and if we can
be of any service to you, within the scope of our activities,
please do not hesitate to call on us.

Sincerely yours,
Jay Wingate,

Supervisor,
New York Branch.

" Cloe [ Hedenell

Enclosure: 1753180 . Chas. A. R. McDowell,
Collaborator,
Division of Negro Activities.




CoPY

Dear Sir:

On several occasions we have enjoyed the privilege of addressing
the owners and managers of hotels in every section of the country.
The response has been exceedingly gratifying.

In our letter on “"Travel America Year" which you received from us
last spring, we emphasized the close relationship between the hotel in-
dustry and travel promotion. Hotel promotion is a new field but it
already displays a marked tendency to acquire fixed rituals and procedure.

A national association of Negro hotels, it appears to the writer,
would assume a place of great importance, since it would be one of the
very few tangible, strictly business activities among our organizations.

We are addressing the rmanagement of hotels in different sections
of the country, with an earnest request for opinions on this matter of
national organization, with the following suggested objectives:

1 - To maintein and impréve standards of sound business practice,
and to encourage & high standard of professional conduct among men and
women engaged in hotel sales promotion.

2 - To discuss and disseminate informetion concerning ways and
means of promoting profitable business of all types, including rooms,
food and internal sales.

3 - To encourage between members the confidential interchange of
information concerning the buying habits and practices of conventions
and other groups.

4 - To recommend standerds governing sales procedure and other
methods affecting sales.

5 - To seek the cooperation of the American Hotel Association and
other recognized bodies in this particular sphere of interest.




The United States Travel Bureau is interested in the formation of
such an association because as we have pointed out, there is close rela-
tionship between travel and modern places of accommodation. The Bureau
is merely suggesting this organization of the hotels, but does not ex-
pect to have any specific part in its eventual operation.

Your interest in our efforts will be highly apprecieted and for
your convenience in replying, we have enclosed an addressed envelope
which requires no postage.

Sincerely yours,
Jay Wingate,
Supervisor,

New York Branch.

Bys

Chas. A. R. McDowell,
Colleborator,
Division of Negro Activities.




- NEW ORLEANS NEGRO BOARD: OF TRADE

AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE
2107-DRYADES- STRERT — NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

2939 Audubon Street

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
ARMAND V. BOUTTE, SR. Cctober 18 N 1941

PRESIDENT

GEORGE G. MCDEMMOND
EXECUTIVE BECRETARY

KATIE V. WHICKHAM
1ST VICE.PRESIDENT

NENRY HAYES

2ND VICE.-PRESIDENT I“ﬁr‘
.

THOMAS JEFFRION

zmmer Martin Lancaster

ASSISTANT SECRETAR'AdV i S er\ 0 n F\l’egr 0 A f f a i r s

MAE M. JOHNSON

recornve secremart) .3 . Department of Commnerce
PRUDHOMME J. E, DEJOIE }g;;a Sh ﬁ ng.t On D C
b ’ L] .

TREASURER

RIVERS FREDERICK, M, D.

BELMONT HAYDEL
CLARENCE A. LAWS
THEODORE L. MILLER
ALLEN PAGE

J. EVERET STUART
JESSE L. WICKER

J. EDWIN WILKINS

Dear i#r. Lancaster:

Thank you for your very kind and i:formwmative letter in answer
to my request for Information regarding the making of potato
chips. It most have been an arduous task for your secretary
to copy all that material for me. I certainly appreciate it,
and shall remember such kindnessess.

I shall experiment with the suggested procedures and inform

you of my findings in about three weeks. I am already follow-

ing most of the suggested steps.

There was a newspaper editorial and:an artigle mentioning
that the National Dairy Association in collaboration with the
Department of Agriculture had finally developed a process for
manufacturing potato chips that would render them capable of
remaining fresh for an indefinite period. I have not been
able as yet to get any information as to the veracity of this
announcement or as to the possibility of the formula being
made available to the trade. If I am not being a bother would
you use your connections and abilities to find out whether
these statements were true and if so to get the formula for
me iff it is available.

I am still looking forward to the time when we shall have our
Business Institute so that we may ask you to come and visit
with us as well as to help us further oir local program. I
have hopes that we will still® be able to get assisstance
from the local Chamber of Commerce. 411 indications are fav-
ora ble to that end. I shall keep you informed. By the way-
local business men were quite impressed with the information
contained in the report of the Washington meeting. Let us
have more such.

Thank you for your ever present helpfulness and with my
best wishes for continued success,I am,

Sincerely youyrs, .
C’Q—@W%W
G. g

.G. ilc Demmmond
TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAN NEGRO
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CLASS OF SERVICE E S E RN SYMBOLS .
This' is a full-rate

| Telegram or Cable-

DL=Day Letter

Etam unless its de- NT ovcmu.htnhmm
erred character is in- LC=Deferred Cable .
.dicated by a suitable .

symbol above or pre- .

ceding the address.

NLT =Cable Night Letter .
A. N, WILLIAMS NEWCOMB CARLTON
PRESIDENT

J. €, WILLEVER,

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE- PREleELﬁ‘flﬂ E[C ﬂf! sﬂw‘g

‘T'he filing time shown in the date lihe on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origins Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME at point. of destination
- \ )

,JA‘]ﬁ‘} 45 i\j?—f\i"‘“\iQRlFAﬂiQ LA 11

FW‘“EH MARTH\‘ Aix CASTEQ"A B ‘ B .

ADVISOR ON NEGRO AFFAIRS U E DEPT
:JUDD'AHVIQES 3 HEGRO MARUFACTURER TO BE |
' SHOWING FRIDAY AT FOUR TO FIVE PM TOLD EP@ 0S RESENT -
DISCRIMINITORY APRAheEMFur AND WILL NOT ACCEPT JUDD TO SEE .
COMMANDING OFF ICER WILL PHONE TOMORROU JUDD INSISTS Hiﬁi% |

§§§§§!CTE" TO MANUFACTURERS OMLY OTHER BUS|HESS ﬁgT”

INTERESTED=

OF C@MMERCE WASHDC=

VITED TO SPPClAL

L‘} (\ f\/ CDF \i”\/’ﬁiw) .

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
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Mro, M, L, Uolued, ;’wsim

Business Toashers O
1858 Califorais Street, N We

| Mkmm Dy €,
Deer Mrg. WG&Q

The Firat Auima ¢ on Negre Dus isess sponsored

. by ke Negro m'am !&vﬂ.sim of the Deperimont of Comm

morqe will be held a.a the ﬁeparwm Muditorium, Fridey
and Wbﬁrday; Aprid 1otk and Sensions wiu be
hold during ths dey begluning ot 0100 aatiy, #nd elosing
at B:00 purie  Subsequent velesges will odubain further
Wamt i aw w uemim snd speskerss

% ns.mm of Eﬁgw Affairs golicibs the support of
rganization and wrges the menber o abbend and
parzéaﬁga’ba in the sossion disousslons which will bde open
o Wﬁﬁf :

The encloggd rc'&m pontains axcerpte from pemm who
hoave ssoribed to this progrems

Very sinveroly yours,

sy Marbin Lancaster
Advigey oo Negro Affalirs
Ue 8 Dapartment of Cammoree

Enole
EML 1dng
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NEW ORLEANS NEGRO BOARD OF TRADE

AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE

B9 Shiiduhon Street

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ARMAND V. BOUTTE,

PRESIDENT

SR.

December 9,1241

GEORGE G. MODEMMOND
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

KATIE V. WHICKHAM

1ST VICE.PRESIDENT

HENRY HAYES

2ND VICE.PRESIDENT

THOMAS JEFFRION

ASBISTANT SECRETARY € par‘t.ﬂent of Commerce

MAE M. JOHNSON

RECORDING SECRETARY

HMr. Tamer Jartin Lancaster

Washington,D.C.

PRUDHOMME J. E, DEJOIE

'TREASURER

RIVERS FREDERICK, M. D.

BELMONT HAYDEL

CLARENCE A. LAWS
THEODORE L. MILLER

ALLEN PAGE

J. EVERET STUART

JESSE L. WICKER

J. EDWIN WILKINS

L

Dear Sir:

In my letter of a few days ago,I told you *that the local o
office of the C.P.M. had advised me that Negro business
men would be issued invitations to attend the exibit

upon their written request. I am sorry to report today
that there has been a change and that I am nowe told that
no invitations are to be issued. Briefly these are the
facts as I know them.

Last week after receiveing your letter I immediately §
contacted the Contract Division Office of the O.P.W.and f
.requested information as to admittance to the train. I

was advised that a written request was necessary arnd upon

receipt of such communication an invitation would be - ;
lssued. I also had the assurance of the informant that a !
letter from me listing such names of Negroes as were in- i
terested would be invited. I was advised that the train :
was principally for manufacturers,but that interested
business men would receive the invitations as I requested.

Today I called the office to inguire about the invitat-
ions,and was advised,"I am sorry but since I talked with
you last week we are in receipt of instruetions from the
commanding officer of the train that because of conditi<
ons in the south that Negroes would not be invitedt I,of
course,deplored that statement and so advised the gentle-
man. I asked for the name of the commanding officer so
that I might have his name for inclusion in this letter
to you. In a few minutes a ir. Judd was connected with
me and very apbly advised m: that there were no liegroes
in the manufacturing business amd as such was the case
none were being 4ddvited. He assured me that color was
not the reason. No amount of persuasion,or the fact that
I told the gentleman that there are Negro Manufacturers
of & sort here did get me auny further in the matter of
being invited.

The local press is mnxious to set the story. I have asked
them to hold off until I hear from you. Please write or
wire me immediately as the Negroes here are Aggrieved.

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND YINANCIAL DEVELOPMEN'HS(iFﬁE{érﬂéi C,AN NEGRO
~ g’ ! % v ¢ O W )




BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ARMAND V. BOUTTE, BR.
PRESIDENT

GEORGE G. MCDEMMOND
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

KATIE V. WHICKHAM
1ST VICE.PRESIDENT

HENRY HAYES
2ND VICE.FPRESIDENT

THOMAS JEFFRION
' ASSISTANT SECRETARY

MAE M. JOHNSON
RECORDING SECRETARY

PRUDHOMME J. E. DEJOIE
TREASURER

RIVERS FREDERICK, M. D.
BELMONT HAYDEL
CLARENCE A. LAWS
THEODORE L. MILLER
ALLEN PAGE

J. EVERET STUART

JESSE L. WICKER

J. EDWIN WILKINS

AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE

3R% IndRddRR.Street

December 2,1941

¥r. Emmer lartin Lancaster
U. 8. Department of Commerce
Washington,D.C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I am terribly embarrassed. Believe me,I owe you an apology
for what ssems a very bad breach of business etiquette,not

. NEW ORLEANS NEGRO BOARD OF TRADE

NEW ORI.EANS. LOUISIANA

to mention the seeming disregard for my friendly feeling

and esteem fob you. A letter which should have reached you
more than a month ago was Jjust mailed yesterday. It happen-

ed this way. After writing the letter to you I asked my
wife to place a stamp upon it and post it for me. When I

received your letter of a few days ago,she remembered that

she had left the letter in a purse that she did not use

since the coming of cool weather. She was very apologetic

and asked me to explain to you Jjust what happened. I ask

your forgiveness for the both of us.

I have contacted the office of the

O0.P.M. as you directed

and have been assured by them that they will mail invit-

ations to Negroes who write in and reguest same.

contacting certain of our business men who would be inter-
ested in seeing the exibit and who would probably make an
Effort to get contracts for the manafacture of such artic-

T am now

les as they may be able to produce. I was told that they

would permit me to send in a blanket list for such persons

as L would name. I shall let you hear from me by December

ninth if the invitations do not arrive.

Let me thafik you again for your information in answer to
my query on the manufacture of potato chips. I have been
making several experiments with them,but have not been

able to lengthen the duration of their freshness. %e are in

the midst off a rainy season and such weather wreaks havoc

to potato chips. Any additional information as to & method

of overcoming this handicap or whether there is any truth
in the article referred to in my last letter will be

greatly appreciated.

I have been making: some observations on the effects of

rising prices and scarcity of materials as they aflect the

small business man and I am not enthusiastic about the
results. It appears that many small businesses will be

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAN NEGRO
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forced to close unless some very definite steps are
taken to protect them from monopolies and other large
capital manloulatlons.

My busincss has felt very keenly the effects of rising
prices and shortages of first class materials because

of large quantity buying by interesis who corner the mar-
Kets for speculation and the hoarding of oroduce for

the time wnen prices are still higher. is an example I am
not able to buy as fine a potato as I could three weeks
ago and I am paying more than twenty percent more for the
inferior quality. !y margin of profit has been cut nearly
fifften percent,and I am not able to increase my cost to
the consumer because the monied competitors are holding
thelr prices the same with the hope that I will be forced
to close out.

As a result I have been teaching my biother and sister the
technical and administrative sides of the business with the
hope that in a few weeks I may be able to give it entirely
over to their care so that I may seek employment to gain
the neccessary funds to support my business and to take
care of other obligations which my business has long since
been able to provide not a penny.fA long sentence but it
states my problem) It is absolutely essential that I do

so or I stand to lose everything that I have besnable to
accumulate.

T believe that you know of my interest in business general-
ly and specifically as it relates to the Negro. If at any
time there is an opening in your department where the
services of a man who has the interest of business at heart
and who would like to work as you do for the development

of th: small man's business,l hope that you willl give me,
some consideration. it is 1mperat1ve that I get work and
soon. The nature of my business will permit me to leame

it ih capable hands and it will prosper 1f the necessary
capital is available. I have had several calls from the
war department for scervice as a clerk at sceveral of the
army camps,but never an appointment. I dc nol know whether
they chose someone else or whether a clerk of a lighter

hue was desired for the particular job.

I shall keep you informed of my progress,or the lack >f
it,-nd of business trends in this srea as I see them. + hope

to be abetter correspondent some day,but at present the
straia of business propagatlion requires a lot of time.

lease accept my apolégy for the tardiness of my lebser
and remcmber that I am always at yosur service whenever

you er thk Hepartment feeks that I am able to render you a
service.

Sincerely,yo
G877 ) e mrinnd
G.G.7M emmon

L h ot



November 26, 1941

Mry Goorge Ge MoDermond
© 29389 Audubon Street
| Now Orleans, Imiaim

n@ﬂn‘x‘ Mrs mﬁmmnd;

\m Contreot Distribublion Division of O,P.Ms hee initieted
A plan to svail to mamifagturers end persons in business,
‘, d’mﬂiﬂsa for- dafénse oontract orders.

‘Qﬁ the 10th of November, thres speoisl trains left Washe
fugbon for a tour throughout the sountry o inform menme

e and small businesamen as to the function of the
Gohtract Distribution Division and the procsdure to Bee
ure defonse contracte end proourment orderss Governe
nap officiale from the OuPelie, Army, Navy and Maritime
Gommdssion will ‘soccupany these trains end advise businesse
nw;i} on defenss Gechuiques

:l;n xky jw&wnt this 18 en opporbtunity for Negroes in busiw
ngks Yo be: . syquadnted with this defense service, and
the xpwmo of %hia sommumicetion is to inform you end

gy prominent persons in business who desire to inspeet
ese defense exhibits, the date and plage of these defense
pinge  The trains will be on displey Desewber 1llth in

¢ Qﬂma These special trains are not open %o the
14s, and adnission vhereto is by eards legued by the

sl @tfmn of the Conbtrast Distribubion Divigion of the
OuPollsy which for your information is loocated at the Federal
Haaw Baxk Bu&iding in licw Orleans,

The! mhinm office hes buen requested %o advise ‘the
vardous £ie1d offices Yo inolude oolored businessy sm
the inspection tour of these tyains and I think Ht adw
mﬁ\hle that you comtack yowr field office inmmediabtely,

P&m@ 1ot me imow the outeome of your afforbts.

Vory truly yours,

Bmver Martin Lanssster
Adviger on Negro Affairs
Us 8¢ Department of Commerce

EMG duh
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Ogtober 4, 1041

Me, Goorge Go NoDemmpn
2989 Audubon %rm !
New Orloans, Lwisi%

Dour Mre H@Wd;,

The Deparhment griculture mxbmimad o mo th.ts .
maborisl which I forwarding to youe The mtanw
in shavge of the Coreel i I hw msnifested umw

usual interest ih wy inquiry, snd is  dosirous 111 Tenanre
ing the ouboome of your Weubure, release containg
a formila for th mmfmﬁm of pwm ghipe whish 4s
universally advooated by the Wﬁm‘z’c of Agridulture,
If this does. m sull ymn.r PULDOED, \pzm mﬂ“ me
w«:wd&mgly.

The mapaw from mia 8 persons w)w\ received the
cenference, proseedings 18 favorable, \Within & short
time T ahdll arrange o mpn.etu plan of action foy
our 1942 sonferenve wm;; I fosl will meet your spprav-
als

N

% ‘wa truly yours,

Naytin Lancesbes
Laer on Negro Alfairs
\ﬁ. 8y Dopartument of Comuerce
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September 29,1941

Mre. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
Ue«S. Department of Commerce
Washington,D.C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you for your copy of the proceedings of the Washington.

conference. I shall treasure it and keep it for posterity
as a concrete example of a fine plece of work.

I have been guite busy of late in setting up a potato chip
business for my mother and sister. I hope to bulld quite

a business. I have quite a problem here with the humidity
as it hastens the staleness of the chips. In that regagd

I am asking that you do me a personal favor. I have just
read that the Department of Agriculture has developed a
process for preserving the freshness of a potato chip
Indefinitely. ®Wlll you please look into this and let me
know the details as soon as possible. If I can get the
formula immediately,I belieme that I can outstrip some of
my competitors before they get set. I shall certainly
appreciate your assistance in this matter as a great help
to me. Since you are in D.C. and because of your position
I belleve that you can facilitate my getting this informat-
ion.

I shall write you more fully in the next few days as to
developments here and other affairs. I hope that wecshall
be able to have you come to us at our next Business seminar.

With my best wishes for your continued success,I am,

Respectfully yours,

G.G. Mc Demmond

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF 'THE AMERICAN NEGRO
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e, The past few weeks have been quite trying to me. I have

SESSE L. WiCKER had all manners of duties to perform,and it seems that

I+ EDWIN WILKING I have not had the mental clearness to cope with the
situations which arose. My grandmother,who I loved very
dearly,had besn ill and it finally proved fatal on
Monday ,August 1lth and she was buried on Wednesday,
which day was her 88th birthday. Her illness and death
has quite upset me and I am only now becoming able to
think of anything than my great loss. She reared me,
along with my mother,and her love for me was general
knowledge to most of the people in the neighborhood.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I have made some investigations regarding the white
Insurance companies who do business with colored people
in Louisiana. To be able to give an accurate report on
the number of such companies a breakdown will have to

be made on the companies operating in the state. In the
last report issued by the Secretary of 8tate on the
companies operating in the state there was no indication
as to which of the compahies were doing business as
insurance companies though they were classified as
Fraternals,Burials,Societies. We know that some Frater-
nals also operate as insurance companies. There are also
some listed companies that are doing business that are
unknown to me in this section and investigation will be
neccessary to determine whether they sell to Negroes.

I shall be happy to give you a complete report in a week
or two .. If there is any particular phase you want
covered I shall be zlad to include it in my report to you.
I believe,as expressed before,that the Washington Confer-
ence was the most important step made in recent years,or
at any time,for the furtherance of the Negro in business.
The cénference should be an annual affair,and shouldhave
regular appointed committes to follow through with the
program as outlined in session at Washington. At least

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERC!AL AND FINANCIAL, DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAN NEGRO
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¥Mr. Lancaster,cont.

two Negro field representatives should be appointed to visit
the various Negro business centers in the country and study the
problems which confront them. Investigations should also be
made as to the types of persecutions which are heaped upon the
Negro business man by representatives of city and siaate govern-
ments, jobbers,;Adssociations of Commerce,Szlesmen,white competi-
tors and divers other déterrents to Negro business growth. The
field agents could be of invaluable assistance in helping the
Negro business man in setting up modern business methods,in
buying,in detecting fraudulent deals,and in general to make

the small Negro business man a better business man.:]

If funds are available,literature should be sent to merchants

throughout the country for the purpose of schooling them in ‘ ,ym%/

A

correct business practices. This could be a regular service of . ' .
the department,and the local government chambers could be used 7
as the distributing agency. Efforts should be made to have the
local white associations g#ve recognition to the Negro groups B

and to hame them cooperate with the Negro program.

Finally,I hope that there will be many more conferences called

by the Department of Commerce. A repetition of the splendid meet-
ing held .in April will do untold good in helping us to grow
economically. A tie-in with the work of the National Negpo
Business League will unify our efforts and lead the Negro people

of this_country to economic security after not so many years have
passed. |

I again want to thank you for the part you played in making the
conference possible and the splendid follow up work you have since
been doing. I amm looking forward to the Memphis meeting and to
seeing you and talking with you there. Iaam hoping that events
will permit my going. The many dmwbacks that I have had in the
past few weeks will make it necessary that I sacrifice quite a bit
to be present,but it is worth the sacrifige.

I hope to hear from you soon in regard to the insurance gquery.

With my fondest regards,

M g?ﬁc/éw{

George G. Mc Demmond.




August 8, 1941

Mpy Goorge Gs MoDemmond
Yow Opleans, honislema

Dear Mry ﬁﬁﬁmﬁt

The effielsl proceedings of ¥he recent Negro Business
Goniferonce hpld in Weshingbon, Dy Cy hove boon prow
#onked 4o the Cammsycs Duplisating Section for prew
paydtion dnd will be wendy for publication next woelte
1t hes beoh puggested thed & sbabemont be gecured fyem
gach meubey of The Nabionsl Comsittes on the Hagro fn
Bupinegsg who attendsd the Conferense with reference
to hig jupreselons thereof, These replies will be ree
lensad sluulbenoously with the distribubion of bhe
‘provesdingse

3 M& W%ﬁmﬁ e roosive your jmpression of the
mmm a0l any eonstrusbive svivicizmp you wish b
of vy

Vory teuly yours,
Bomsey Merbin Lemeaster

Adviger on Negrs Affeirs
Ue 8y Depsrbument of Commores

BT ¢ dnth




Tuly 29, 1941

¥r. George G, McDemmond
2939 Audubon Street
New Orlesns, Louielana

Dear Mr., MoDemmond:

I have your recent letter and I appreeiate your come
plimentary remarks with refersnce to the conference.
I presume that you will attend the convention of the
National Negro Business League. The Department of
Commerce has approved my travel allowance to this
convention. I wish to confer with you and others

as to the future progrem of this office and the pro-
visions of the committee’s report on recommendations
and findings.

I am interested in the study of the Louisiana situ~
ation you mentioned in your letter. Upom 1ts come
pletion I shall be pleased to receive a copy of the
repoxt. ‘

I bave knowledge that there are a number of white
insurance companies in ILouisians writing Negro busi-
ness, Flease send me a list of these companies at
your earliest opportunity.

Very sincersly yours,
Eumer Martin Lancaster

Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. B, Department of Commerce

BMLtdmh
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July 23,1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Bancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U.3. Department of Commerce
Washington,D.C.

Dear Mr. Lancastery

I am in receipt of your letter of July 15th. Please accept
my appreciation of your interest and the report.

In my opinion I believe that the Washington meeting and
the subsequent repport to the Department of Commerce 1is
the most noteworthy accomplishment that Negpo business
has gained in its existence. We,who know"of your efforts,
shall always be indebted to you for making this possible.

We aré:making splendid gains in YNew @rléans with our
Board of Trade. The Housewiveées League is also functioning
splendidly. The Local Chamber Of Commerce assured me

through its panager of Operations last week that it will
cooperate with us. e also intimated that some financial

aid might be possible. If you could have Kknown the

previous attitude which prevailed you could really appreciate

what a step forward this 1s to us.

Since seeing you in Washington,I have made a change in
employment. After being with Flint-Goodridge Hospital for
more than four years I left to take a position as Agency
Director for the Xeystone Life Insurance “ompany. But
after being with them less than two weeks I decided that
it would serve me better to leave as quickly as possible.
I have had several offers but they have not been quite

the thins for me to do,but I shall have to do something
soon as my bride of a few months is beginning to be uneasy
becaase of my three week lay off.

While I am not waorking if there is any way that I can serve
your office or you. .l shall be glad to do so. I have been
making some study of the situation here in Louisiana and
when it is completed it will be of help to us in our pro-
gram.

Please accept my thanks for the splendid work you are doing
and for your continued success.

Respectfully yours,

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF 'l‘l‘il‘:éMERKUAN NEGRO Q
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

July 15, 1941

¥r. G. G, ¥oDemmond

Bxecutive Becretary

New Orleans Negro Board of Trade
2107 Dryades Btreet

New Orleans; La.

Doar Np. Mabemhonﬁ:

I bave made several a’ditions to the report of the
Committee on Becommendations and Pindings which were
recently forwarded to you by Mr. J. B. Blayton.

Since the enclosed draft, which has been approved by
the Becretary's office, might be included in our
published proceedings, I respsctfully urge that you

indicate your approval therecn at your earliest conw
venience,

Very truly yours,

Eumer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U, 8. Department of Commeroe

EML:dmh
Encl.




Mrs G Bo MDenmond

Exeoutive Sooretary

New Orlesvg Negro Bourd of Trade
2107 Dryades StFact

New Orlesns, La,

lear My, HoDémmonds

1 was very muh gratified to kmow that you will
attend the business conferonce in Vashingten this
mnhi?. and T regrel that your letber wus nob received
earliots

The supvey which yow mentioned in yowr lebter appears
intevesting, snd while I have nol assigned you Yo ey
sppeking part on the program I suggest thd yon dise
guss the How Orleans progrem from the floor, All
proposals made durimg the genersl discussion will
reoeive notation inm our gemersl provesdingss Plense
advige i this is sntisfeotorye.

Vory sincerely yours,

Rmpner Hortin Lancasber
Adviser on Negro Affeirs

Ua 8a Nepartment of Comeros

BN 1dnd
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, T eaeonen - TEO™ My, Fmmer Martin Lencester
| wvers rrepERicK, M. D Adviser on Negro Affairs

} . BELMONT HAYDEL

CLARENCE A. LAWS u. S. Depar‘tmrﬂn t of Commerce
H THEODORE L. MILLER Washin 0”{301’1, D C

ALLEN PAGE

J. EVERET STUART

JEGSE L. WICKER Dear Mr. Lsncaster:

1 J. EDWIN WILKINS

For some unexplaineble reason your letter of March 12th

; has just been received by me this morning, and I hastily answer.

In a previous letter to you, 1 stated my approval of the
Conference and my willingness to attend. 1 shall arrange to be
present on April 18th and 19th for the sessions.

I shall send, under separate cover, a rhotograph, as per
, your reguest, and I am elso sending & copy of the survey which
we have recently made here in Yew Urleans, and a Directory of

Negro-owned establishments here.

With anticipation of & successful Conference, 1 am,
Veny truly yours,

55 Yl

GGMeD-w. G. G. licDémmond
Hxecutive Secretsry
New Orlesns Negro Poard of Trade

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAN NEGRO
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March 12, 1941

~

Hr. G. G, ¥ceDommond

New O.lacne Hegro Board of Trede
2107 Dryodes Stroet

Kew Orlesns, Louisiwmnn

Dear Er. MeDemmond:

During the past year comsupications were sddressed to
you with reference t0 the fommation of 4 National Negro
Business Committee and Comfersnce to alfect o rore ade
squate integration into the Department of Commerce of
Negroes ongaged in businvss., Recently, the confercnce
and committse were approved by tho Secrstary of Commerce,
and a preliminary snnouncoment therecf has bosp prepared
and submitted $0 the Departmont?s Press Burenu for ime
mediate reledse,

Letters on file indicute that you approved of this pro-
gram, and I am pleused to announos thart this conforence
on the Negro in Business #ill be held Friday and Sstur-
day, 4April 18th and 19th in she Depertment of Commercs
Auditorium, #Washington, D, C.

A subscquent releass contuining the sessicns, sposkers
and photographe will be distributed shortly. In order

to complete our progrum and comply with thoe requests of
newspapers for a list of persons atbending the conferencs,
we respectfully urge that you send your photograph wnd ad-
vise us as to your attemdanmce ut your very eurliest oppor-
tunity.

The Department of Comuerce will mot be able to defray
the traveling or accommodetion expenses of committee
membsrs, snd no attendance or registration fes will be
charged.

e oxpoct your wotive purticipation im the conference
discussions, wmd I awalt your reply.

Very truly yours,
mner Martin Lancaster

Adviser on Hegro affairs
U. 8, Deportment of Commerce

EML: dub




FLINT-GooDRIDGE HosPITAL
OF

DiLLARD UNIVERSITY
NEwW ORLEANS

October 28, 1940

Mr. Emer Martin Lanocaster

Advisor of Negro Affairs

‘United States Department of Commerce
Washington, De Ce

Dear Mr, Lancastersg

I am in receipt of your letter of October 23, in which you advise of a
postponement of the day of the conference, and wish to say that ypu may
consider me as willing to serve at any time that is convenient to your office, I

am just recovering from an operation and would have found the proposed date
inconvenient at this time,

Respactfully yours,

GGMoDsthw G. Go MocDemmond

HOSPITAL CARE FOR A PENNY A DAY TO EMPLOYED GROUPS . . . Ask!




Ogtober 25, 1940

Hre Geerge Gy HoDeumond

m’ ivo Sesvebusy

Now: Orléans N Board of Trede
2107 Dryndes Street

New. wzem, Louisinng

Denr ﬁ!*@ Mm;

The sonisrense w m W&ﬁ MM e
mmmm_ g

tigl it La mmw or emm the
Hena Jote Hy Iy Jones, ay have umm: Sppore
Hunity 4o effach mwrgmhae on plans new
wder miﬁw&im

This progrem hag fob m:z diuawn and the
confovenss will go forward ot en & date
newk yonry - Plouse sdvise if you will eonbivme
Lo aﬁm 88 & meuber of the Counsdle

Cordiadly ym,

.

Brmer Marbin Lanosstep
Adviser on Negre Affeirs
Us 8¢ Dopartment of Commree

EMLadng




e i+ -

Ostober 24, 1940

Mre G4 G, MaDemmond

Executive Scerst

Hew Orleans Negro Beard of Trade

2107 Dryades Blrost

New Orisans, Loulsiena

Desy Mr, MsDessucndy

Your Jetber of Oshober 21, anddressed to Mrs
Lansnater, hes some while he is out of the oity.
I ghall be ziad teo bring your letber to the
abtention of My, Lancaster upon his returfl 4o
the office within the nexb two weekse

Stneerely yours,

9&5# N, Jaokson
A g Ssoretary $o M, Lancaster
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AFTILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE
2107 DRYADES STREET NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

October 21, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Since my last correspondence I have been confined
to Flint-Goodridge Hospital as a patient and have not been
able to write you of our work with the Negro Board of Trade.
It was only a few days ago that I underwent an operation, but
I felt that I should let you hear from me.

We are issuing a journal of Negro Business here in
New Orleans and I should like to know how many copies- you will
require for your department and any other plece where you
might wish them sent. We believe that it will be quite a
creditable booklet and will give some idéa of gemneral Negro
progress in New Orleans. Having limited facilities for
investigation we do not.claim that it will be complete but
feel that it will cast some outlook in Negro Business progress
in New Orleans. We are soon to get out questionaires and to
institute a survey so that we may be well informed on general
conditions in Louisiana.

With my very best wishes for your continued success
in your field, I am

Respectfully yours,

4 47
. i ).)
GGMcD:m G. G. McDemmond QNN%g&NN%§
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AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE

2107 DRYADES STREET NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

September 19, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

United States Department of Commerce
Washington, De. Ce

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I am in receipt of your letter of September
12, in which you ask whether I will serve as a member
of the National Negro Business Advisory Councile. To
this query, I wish to advise you that I heartily
accept the invitation to confer with you on this very
vital matter. ‘

I have begun to supplement my files, and to
make additional surveys through the New Orleans Negro
Board of Trade and certain other agencies in our
community, as well as by personal investigation, in
order that we may present as complete a picture as
possible of the factors which influence, both negatively
and positively, the growth of Negro business in New
Orleans and the state of Louislana. I shall be very
happy to have such additional information as you deem
necessary, and wish to assure you that you may feel free
to call on us at any time for such assistance as

you may need in the formulatlion and working out of your
programe

With my very best wishes for your continued
success, I am,

Yours very truly,

NEW ORLEANS NEGRO BOARD OF TRADE

R

George G. McDemmond, I

Executive Secretary

GGM/ABB
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September 12, 1940

Hr. George G, MeDemmond
Executive Secretary

New Orlesns Negro Board of Trade
2107 Dryades Street

New Orleans, Louisiena

Dear Mr. ¥eDemmond:

Recently & letter was addmwaﬁ
posals for the formation of a “ational Negro Businesi
Advisory Qouneil to which you replied favorsbly, The

purpose of this communication is to ascertain if ybﬁ
will serve ag o member thereofs

Details perteining to ths program and date of the con-

ference will be outlined later in the form of a Departe
ment releease.

I await your reply.

Respoeﬁfully yours,

Eumer Mertin Lencaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
Ue 8¢ Department of Commerce.

BML: DMH
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NEW ORLEANS NEGRO BOARD OF TRADE

AFFILIATED WITH THE NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE
2107 DRYADES STREET NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

September 9, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster

Adviser on Negro Affairs

United States Department of Commerce
Washington, De. Ce.

My dear~Mr. Lancasters ‘ |

I have just returned to my office this morning and
found your letter dated &ugust 27. You will recall
that I was at the Business League Convention in
Detroit, and I added a little vacation before I re- ‘ !
turned home. Please accept this for my delay in
answering your letter.

Your speech at the luncheon in Detroit, as well as the
information which I have at hand now, gave me much ine
formation as to what you have in mind for the develop-
ment of Negro business by governmental assistance.

I firmly believe this to be a step in the right direc-
tion and will be a great boon to the struggling Negro
businessmene. :

In this section whére I serve as regional vice-president
of the National Negro Business League, I find that there
1s a greet need for the typé of agency which you proposee.
Much good can accrue, particularly, from fact finding
bureaus and from placement units which will serve to
integrate business minded young people into the classes
of business for which they will be more suited.

Any information or services which you desire of me or

the New Orleans Negro Board of Trade, we shall be very
happy to give. We should like representation from this
area at your conference because we feel that New Orleans
and its surrounding territory hag problems of a very
peculiar type, whlch are not generally found throughout
other places in the nation. With my very best wishes for
a continuance of your success, and with the hope that we
shall meet again, I am,

Yours very truly,

NEW ORLEANS NEGRO BOARD OF TRADE

€
George G. McDemmdnd,

‘ Executive Secretary
GGM/abb

TO PROMOTE THE COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERICAN NEGRO




~—

August 27, 1940

Mrs Goorge MoDemond
Flint-Goodridge Hospital
New Orleans, La.

Dear ¥r. anbmond:

The Depsrtment of Commerce is interested in assisting
Negro businesses with their problems as they relate to
Governmental regulations, but unfortunstely, except for
statistical data upon retail establislwents and their ine
comes, we have very little k nowledge of their problems.
Information pertaining thereto in my opinion can be aoce
quired only through & medium of contaot with the Federal
Government. I have in mind the formation of a Negro Bueie
neas Advisory Counoil or committee similar to the Business
Advisory Council which meets at the oall of the Becretary
of Commerce, to recommend and advise methods of improving
business by Governmental mssistance.

I proposs that this Negro Council should be composed of

£ifty or wore prominent Negro businsssmen throughout the
ocountry who are representative of all types of business

inoluding financial and meanufecturing interests, retail

and whaleatle establishments,

&acontly Prof'ezsaor Jesse W, Lewis and Associate Professors
He Haylor:Fitshugh and James B, Mitohell of the Departe
ment of Commerce and Pinance, Howard University, conferred
with me with reference to the foregoing. Out of this vonw
ference sevaral proposals were made with reference toward
using the Negro Advisory office of the Depariment of Comw
merce &8 & olsaring house for all Negro businessmen through-
out the country pertaining to (a) business sdministration
ourrisula in various Negro institutions, (b) placement of
students in business é&t&bliahmnnﬁs; this would be deter~
mined by maintaining & list furnished by the schools of
all choloe students applying for jobs in various types of
businesses and a list of those businesses desiring expert
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employees of couage experianee, (¢) factual studies to
be madeé available for the benefit of small Negro busi~-
nessss, (d) a sonference %o be called and held in the
suditorium of the Department of Commerce and its use
thereof as haadquartars for the proposed ocommittee of
which the professors of busineas administration courses
in Negre imtiﬁu’cions will be members. ,

I shall. zppmciato ymu* reaations with reference to these
propetals, and 1 await your immadiate replys.

e

/

’ Respectfully yours,

Emmer Martin Lancester
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
Ue 84 Dopartment of Commerces
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August 16, 1940

¥r. R. L« MoDougell

Vice President

Meghanics end Farmers Bank
Durhsm, North Carolina

Dear Mr. MeDougell:

The Department of Commerce is ivberested in assisting
Hegro businssses with thelr problems as they relate to
Governmentel reguleations, but unfortunately, except for
statistioanl deta upon retsil esteblishments and their ine
ovmes, we have very little kmowledge of their problems.
Information yem%aining thereto in my opinien esn be ac-
quired only through e medium of contact with the Federal
Govermments I have in mind the formation of a Negro Busie
ness Advisory Counoil or committee similar to the Business
Advisory Couneil which meete at the oall of the Seoretary
of Commerce, to recommend end advise methods of improving
bueiness by deernmental asaistence,

1 propose- that this Negro Council should be composed of

£ifty or more! 'prominent Negro businessmen throughout the
eountry who are representetive of all types of business

inoluding /fingncisl and manufaoturing interests, retail

and wholaaale'eatabliahmmntaa

Bsoontly Profémaor Jesse W. Lewis and Associate Professors
H. Naylor Pitghugh and James B, Mitchell of the Departe
ment of Commerce and Fimance, Howard University, conferred
with se with reference to the foregoings Ount of this conw
ference several proposels wore made with reference toward
using the Negro Advisory offiece of the Department of Commerce
as & olearing house for all Negro businesses throughout
the country pertaining to (2) business sdministration curw
ricnle in various Negro institutions, (b) placement of
students in business establishments; this would be detere
mided by meintaining a list furnished by the schools of
all choice students applying for jobs in various types of
businesses and e list of those businesses desiring expert
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employees of college experisnce (c) factual studies to
bs made available for the benefit of small Negro busi-

nesses, {d) & conference to be called and held in the

auditorium of the Depariment of Commerce and ita use
thereof as headquarters for the proposed cemmittee of
which the professors of business administration courses

in Negro ingtitutions will be memberse
I shall appreciate your resctions with reference to these
proposals, and I ewait your immediate reply.

Respectfully ycurs,

Brmer Martin lencester

Adviser on Hegro Affairs,
Ue S+ Department of Commerce.
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