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Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Reference is made to your letter of November 12 requesting
information as to the names and locations of motion picture
theatres in Texas owned and operated exclusively by Negroes.

I regret that I do not have the information you request;
doubtless, you will have to write Negro leaders in the respective
Texas towns on this subject. The theatres in Dallas, patronized
by Negroes are owned by whites. The State and Harlem Theatres
are owned by the True Film Company. The Majestic Theatre is owned
by the Inter-State Circuit Incorporated. These are the theatres
in Dallas where Negroes attend.

Very truly yours,

A. Maceo Smith, President
Texas Negro Chamber of Commerce

AMS/rlf

AFFILIATED WITH: NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE



Ju 14 194Z

fr. A. Mresco $mith, ?xeside

Texaspre hahr of0aous teaWtaZths ta

trPz'ggao 4 ea eW ave been dtzreeted to thia offiA*
r b nrtvt busivewes wituat- in all

b6t t COrtatrz We have beeu nabZe to ouphy with
thQos WIa a I#na#* ot %a*aeqiate Satrnton as to tho

t 4  o 44ahon hea prpand a 4'rooty of Nejro
4ae 4te#es1 yu eonsity, the Detwsmnt~ o? Commerce

plotesst rtte a *sphnantary opy*

Very stAnty yourn,

Advasr on Nero Atfair

954



January 24, 194

Mr, A, 1Eeao~ Smith, President
Toea regro Cbaner of theatrs

814 Geei stntP
Dallas Tnna

Noar Mrs Ssitbt

Mr. Jasq H. Jonee, Secretary of Coneroe, has advised allgenolso
ttia the ent to revise their peaseeti programs to wee tM
emrgAslos of the proseit nar coutlict, Aoeordinglys the Division

of Negro Afainr has regaed its pro-war program with the eoolosed
plan of fatio *ich ba boon approved by the Office ot the Sertary.

(You have roWelve d a letr from Mr Albon La Hlosy explaining
the aturre of our Oreftat -onferecoe wherein it was agreed tatk th

Ragonal Vic# ?rasidens of the Legesa shall eer"e as state ChamiraC)
I mpahtafly urge tha ou a cept the Chairmanship of your Stee pPlsa*w

zdng Coattn 0ad athe you notify the members of

does not prolus yot frds aoaOti other persons of your ehoise, nor
a. h resttMe as to tho tbhique and proedre of exeuting this

pi1 of uotifon, FxWrherare 4 you are at liberty to aud, flter* or
aplity this ptagyra and yoar oritian of this endeavor is intwida

The Seeo Anual waOotereceom the Negro in Thtnesa, which the
Deperbse4 of C ramoer has not yet finally approved, is tentattroly
sahedled for April 10thilth, 1942' All State Chaiemn will be rgod
to atteztd this onfee!D0 sad present in A ort of their ro
speotiv state aottvitiese Thoe reports # iluded in the offi-
stal conference proceedings of the Department of Cowners a" distributed
widely among orgaZiatonS beeinsmann, goveraet speoallta, libraries,
and other iaterested porsons

Please disq me tatehly if you wifl acoopt this assigmnt,

Very sincerely yours,

Ennr Wartin Leasaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. $. Department of Con roe

U*adaxj
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L. L. SMITH, CORSICANA

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Lancaster::

E. G. EPPS, CHAPLAIN

Reference is made to your letter of January 14 inquiring
about a Directory of Negro Owned Businesses in Dallas.

Enclosed is a complimentary copy of the Dallas Negro City
Directory which I think will be helpful to you in preparing
answers to questions about Dallas. I suggest that in your
press releases you make mention of this achievement of the
Dallas Negro Chamber of Commerce, giving full credit to the
publisher.

Very truly yours,

A. Maceo Smith, President
TEXAS NEGRO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

encl.

AMS/rlf

AFFILIATED WITH: NATIONAL NEGRO BUSINESS LEAGUE

EXECUTIVE OPPICES

H. M. MORGAN, TYLER, TREASURERCHAS. A. SHAW. HOUSTON, SECRETARY
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Marcb 47, 1941

Mrs. Esther Popel Shaw
National Association of College Women
1111 Columbia Road, N. W.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mrs. Shaw:

The First Annual Conference of Negro Business sponsored
by the Negro Affairs Division of the Department of Com-
merce will be held in the Department Auditorive, Friday
and Saturday, April 18th and 19th. Sessions will be
held during the'dW beginning .at 10:00 aam., and closing
at 5:00 paM, Subsequent releases will contain further
information as to the sessions and speakers.

The Division of Negro Affaire solicits the support of
your organization end urges the membership to attend and
participate in the session discussions which will be open
to the public.

The enclosed release contains excerpts from persons who
have ascribed to this program.

Very truly yours,

Enmer Martin Lanouster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. 6. Departmnt of Conerce

LNL: dmh
Enel0
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or* We 4 SenespresideMo
1ta%4 Dfsigtt Assoehtion
207 8 Street, 14,

The tht notenres at lgro Buslnes sponor
y the 144olividSonof %o Departmt of-Com

t m the fap annt Auditoriv Fridey
snd $tvd#, 4fl18th and 19the ienato will be

hd ditwrtzg thtt l beginie ato a) &and olentag
s to 8e0Q ~ Stsbqan relfleaR will ont'A further
Antena .4ato astonw and speaker.

The vt4*1S t )flpAro Attirn sol 4o the suppot of
oW 9 1n C' ad tUrges the amberhtp to attend and

pt 4$L40 $4 the eesaion disosatOdS with will be opea
to the pubia,1

The .zwlA6 * 6 4 0) ooatatns enorpte frm persons who
have aetbet to .his progreoa.

Vazy take rely your$#

Mooer 1Mrtia Lancaster

Adviser on hegro Atair
C.k 81 . Depariant of Cmorae

E~keta



April 3, 1941

Rev. E. C. Smith
Pastor, Metropolitan Baptiut Church
1217 R Street, N. W.
Wgshington, D, K.

Dear Rev. Smith:

The enclosed release contains an announcement of a conference
on the Negro in Business to be held in the Commerce Auditorium
Friday and Saturday, April 18th and 19th. All business ses-
stons will open at 10 a.m. and close at 5 p.E., and will be
open to the public.

Your special attention is called to the public mass meeting
to be held Friday, April 18th at Mt. Carmel Baptist Church,
and will be addressed by the Hon. Wayne Chatfield Taylor, Uh-
der Secretary of Comroe. Music otwill be furnished by the
W.P.AE Negro Community Chorus consisting of 45 voices, the Can-
toran Girlst Chorus, directed by Miss Mary Europe, and vocal
selections by Mrs. Elizabeth Sinkford Thornton. You and your
coggregation are invited to appear and actively participate in
the conference and sessions.

This office rishea perm-iaion to place on your bulletin board
posters and releases of the conference agenda. Plea o advise
it tbhis is permissible.

Very sincerely yours,

Esnor Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affaira
U. S. Department of Commorce

Encl.
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"I can do all things thru Christ who strengtheneth me."-Phill. 4:13

$50,000 CAMPAIGN - fEBRUARY 14, 1941 TO NOVEMBER 20, 1944
JOHN WESLEY A. M. E. ZION CHURCH

THE NATIONAL CHURCH OF ZION METHODISM
Fourteenth and Corcoran Streets Northwest, Washington, D. C.

TELEPHONE NORTH 3824

REV. STEPHEN GILL SPOTTSWOOD, D. D., Minister

Dr. W. Scott Mayo, Minister of Music
CENTRAL COMMITTEE

Lt. Victor J. Tulane
Chairman

Carl C. Steward
Vice Chairman

Mrs. Ethel C. Carter
Secretary

Sergt. Charles S. Lomack

CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE
Sergt. Charles S. Lomack

Chairman
Mrs. Helen Ringgold

Vice Chairman
Mrs. Gertrude McDonald

Secretary
Claudius McNeil

Assistant Secretary
Lt. Victor J. Tulane

Treasurer
Plus Heads of All Intra-mural
Organizations

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE
L. Herbert Henegan

Chairman
Alexander Barnes
Miss Margaret L. Lewis

SPECIAL GIFTS COMMITTEE
William J. Trent, Jr.

Chairman

SUPER-DRIVE COMMITTEE
oRev. Hampton T. Medford

Chairman

COMMUNITY DRIVE CAPTAINS
Team No. 1

Captain Hattie Mackall
Team No. 2

Captain George Hunt
Team No. 3

Captain Wm. P. Brooks
Team No. 4

Captain Carrie Stuckey
Team No. 5

Captain Sarah Brooks
-Team No. 6

Captain Leola R. Bannister
Team No. 7

Captain Henrietta H. Armstead
Team No 8

Captain Sarah Thomas
Team No. 9

Captain Mary Stewart
Team No. 10

Captain Ada Wormley
Team No. 11

Captain Anna Jefferson
Team No. 12

Captain Queen Edwards

April 7, 194.

Mr. Emmer Lancaster
Advisor of Negro Affairs
Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Lancaster:

Replying to your letter of April 3rd, we beg to
advise that we shall be pleased to co-operate
with you in regard to publicity for the Confer-
ence of Negro business April 8th and 19th.

Such matters as you may have may be delivered to
our office which may be entered at the southwest
side door of the church, With best widAhes, I am

Your very sincerely,

Kiniater4 JOB WESLEY CHURCH.

SGS : ob

TO RAISE OUR MORTGAGE INDEBTEDNESS IN FOUR YEARS

MAL



TELEPHONE 
S

CAPITAL STOCK $100,000.00 FULLY PAID
HOME OFFICE: 234 HERNANDO STREET

icof MeruphisTenn.
Off M.S.STUART, Vc~e

March
T wenty 1

9
4
1

Dear Mr Lancaster:

This refers to yours of March 14. Replying I wish to state:

I wish very much to accept your invitation to serve as one of
the members of a National Negro Business Committee; but before doing so I must
state that I think it is unfair to require members of such a committee to
personally bear the expenses incident to attending its meetings.

This movement, as you well know, Mr Lancasters is on behalf
of business. Surely business1 even though it is Negro business, should not be
an object of individual charity. Can not the Department of Commerce be got
to do this much for Negro business? It seems to me that the itiprovemnent of
Negro business is as much in the interest of the nation - yes, in defense of
the nation - as many other movements that are receiving the necessary expense
of operation from the federal government.

I an sure you recall other meetings assembled under the
auspices of other departments - particularly the Department of Agriculture -
for which the expenses of a much larger number than we would have was borne by
that Department. Why, therefore, should a few individuals be expected to make
such contributions to a movement so general from which such a large number of all
kinds of businesses are expected to benefit?

Our insurance companies cannot legally undertake the expenses
of this type of promotion. Our National Negro Business League does not have
moneywith which to do it. If the Department of Commerce cannot be shown the wis-
dom of doing this much for so worthy a cause, then I fear the movement is f ore-
doomed to failure, for not many from distant points will follow very long if
they have to personally pay the expense of attendance.



Mr Emmer Martin Lancaster
Two
March 20, 1941

Dr Walker, President of the National Negro Business League, has
authorized me to state that he shares the opinion I express herein.

I certainly hope that someone can sufficiently impress the proper
authorities in the Department with the necessity of taking care of the expense of
this movement.

Very truly yours

Mr Eme r Martin Lansaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
Department of C omme roe
Washington, D C

msstuart-t



March 26, 1941

Mr. Harold Strathere
Gamna Tau Fraternity
608 21st Street
Washington, D. C.

Dear 1-4r. Strothers:

The First Annafl Conferae of Negro Business sponsored
by the Negro Affairs Divicto,. of the Departheint of Com-

-erce will be held in. the Department Auditorius, Friday
sad Saturday, April 18th and 19th. Sessions will be
bald during the day beginning at 10:00 a.m., and closing
at %00 P.m. Submauent releases will contain further
information as >to the sessions and speakers.

The Division of Negro Affairs solicit the support of
your organization and urges the membership to attend and
participate in the session discussions hthic will be open
to the public.

The enclosed release contains excerpts fromn persons ho
have ascribed to this program.

Very truly yours,

Emer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. S. Doprtment of Commere

EML 4dmh
Encl.



Mr. M. S. Stuart
Universal LLf InsurinCv Company
234 He-tndo Street
teomphi 'Tenn.

Dear Mir. Stuart:

During the past yoar voeuications wr; addrceued to
you with reference to the tfonration of -, National negro
Business Committee and Conferenee to affect a more ad-
equate integration into the Department of Comerce of
Negroes engaged. in business, Recently, the conference
and committee were approved by the Secretary of Commerce,
and a preliminary announcement thereof has been prepared
and submitted to the Department's Preis Bureau for im-
mediate release,

Letters on file indicate that you approved of this pro-
gram, and I am pleased to announce that this conference
on the Negro in Business will be held Friday and Satur-
day, April 16th and 19th in the Department of Commerce
Auditorium, Washington, D. 0C

A subsequent release containing the sessions, speakers
and photographs will be distributed shortly. In order
to complete our program and comply with the re ucsts of
newspapers for a list of person' attending the conference,
we respectfully urge that you send your photograph and Ad-
visa us as to your attendance t your very eirliet oppor-
tunity.

The Department of Commerce will not be able to defray
the traveling or coommodation expenses 'of committee
members, and no attendance or registration fee will be
charged,

We expect your .:tive participation in the conference
discussions, and I await your reply,

Vory truly yours,

Anmer Martin Lancuster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Conaorce

JiL: dml

V.4.
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November 26, 1941

Mr. Mo S0 Stuart
Vies President
Uvainrsal Lite Gangence Co,
Memphit* thatest

Dear M. Stutrs

The Contfat Distribution ftvlsiou of OP44s has tW4Aated
* pin to M*rit -o m*nufaoturers and persons in business,

T*& titteS L tdtfeznze oentraot orders,

on the 10th of No r, three spots trains left Washw
tgton for a tor throughout the coumtry to itwm senfe
taturs s$ s*f1 brzinasmen as to the fanation of the

Oontnoet istribition Division and the procedure to ,#*
ere deat~exet *onb4tate ad proourement orders Gover

Meat estbLstafrom the .P?44* Anv Nvy aMd Vriitte
0onseiea rlWl *aneepWy these trains and advise bviness.

son atnae tehzttque.

I Xg? Jadgmnt this Lt an opportunity for Negroes inI bt*i
toot to booot Aquainted with this detonse servio, ad

the purpose of this aomnuateation is to infom you andZ: aprsiant ersons Iz beuiness ho desire to Insped
thesedef Ottthe ate and plaoe of thsee defense
train 'theae tains will I* on display Doet*r 16th is
ashvifle, D0ember 1Mth in Ohattaooa, Xeember lath in

Kaemfle, Doember 9 -i nMwsphl a Theo* special trean
are not opn to the public and aaiesion thereto isW
sards tsis4 1by fitld offices of the contract WDitteution

Z4tv$#Lon of the OP. M o which for your information low
net at the Pedfal Rogeer"a% *hldiage tO mphis and
thvin, and 900 e 910 James Building ta Chattanooga

the Washinqgon oftive as been requested to dvise the
nrtms field offtoes to ineludo colored buuinssion n

the tapotion tour of theee trains, and Z thiak it 04
vsable that you oorthot your field office imediatelyo

Pae so aknow the outeene of your efforts.

Very ttuly yours,

onr Markin Lmaaster
Adviser on Negro Affair.;* o Ztsparbaent of 4aa



APril 2, 1941

Mr. John U. engstuacke
The Chicago Defender
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr. SongSticke:

This will acknowledge receipt of your recent letter con-
ceraing our Business Conference to be h-ld in Washington.

The Afro-Arerican has requested that I iirt to ther tbia
Tuesday morning a partial 11t of sueakers for our Confer-
ence wtieh they intend to feature in this week's issue.

I think it is only-fair thzmt all th ,m!jor Neg)gro weekly
newspapers aLould have the e muateral, cor$sequently, you
will find sncloced artlal agenda of the, Confrence.

Since no mntioxi of the Conference hao yet appeared in your
publication I hope that this release till be given 'wide publi-
city through your columns.

Very sincerely yours,

Ebmer Mcirtin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce

EM L:d cht
EThcl. 2
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March 26, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
Department of Co nmerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancasters

I regret that I cannot state positively at this time
whether I will be able to at tend the confrence on the
Negro in Business in Washington, April 18th and 19th.

I was very happy to learn that plans have been completed
for the formation of a National Negro Business Committee,
as contemplated, and you may rest assured that I will
make every effort to attend. However, in case I find it
impossible to attend, we shall have a representative
present at both sessions.

If thee is anything further we can do in the promotion of
this confrence, we ate at your service.

Yo ;r very truly,
The Bgbert/S. Abbott Publishi

'.To hn H. 3 engt c~e

JTHS/ s



March 12, 1941

Mr. John H. Songstacke
The Chicago Defender
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Mr. Sengstackel

During the past year communications were addressed to
you with reference to the formation of a National Negro
Business Coramittee and Conference to affect a mors :d-
equate integration into the Department of Commerce of
Negroes engaged in business. Recently, the conference
and committee were approved by the Secretary of Commerce,
and a preliminary annouseiement thereof has been prepared
and submitted to the Dartmentt  Press Bureau for im-
mediate release.

Letters on file indicate that you approved of this pro-
gram, and I am pleased to announce that this conference
on the Negro in rBusiness will be held Friday and Satu-
day, April 16th and 19th in the Department of Commerce
Auditorium, Washington, D. C.

A subsequent release containing the sessions, speakers
and photogralphs will be distributed shortly, In order
to coplete the program and comply with the requests of
newspapers for a list of persons attending the conference,
we respectfully urge that you send your photograph tand ad-
vise us as to your attendance at your very earliest oppor-
tdnity.

The Department of Commerce will not be able to defray
p traveling or acommodation expenses of committeC
,wMibers, and no attendance or registration fee mill be
Chergedj

We expect 6 ave participation in the conference
discussions, M $ rgit your reply.

Very truly yours,

Emer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce

1947 : dinh



December 4, 1941

Professor Q, Go 8ingleton
Virginia State College for Negroes
Petersbrg, Virginia

Dear Proeesor singletont

the Contnast Pitrtbuton Division of OPM. has iAtated
a pln to avtil to sauactures and persons in business,
failittoe for detese contract orders, .

*A the ZOth of ftebor, three spousal trains left Washw
%zgton for a tear throughout the country to infrM mAnu.
faster* and snfl businessmen as to the fumtion of the
Contract DistrAbnfln Division and the procedure to **
*iwe deffos dotaoto and proour nt order Govern.
meat otietata fto the OP4,x # lry and Maritae
On atcnI will ssopaoy these trains and advise business

ae ont defense tehdqtw,

,z y Ju t 1shi iso an opportunity for Negroes in bw ss
to b 48* stiastated with this defense serve, anad th pr.
p a of this. em ation is to tnfor you and other proanent
peroW In ,awtne*ss tho desire to inspet these defense ex*
hibits, the de end place of these defense trains. these
trains wfll be on display December 19th at Zishmon4, Virginia,
these epectid traihs are not open to the publice and mission
thereto is by Oards issued by field offices of the Contrast
Disttibution Diviton of the OP4#,# which for your information
is looted &t the Johnson 94blishing Building# 5th and CArey
Streets in R$4hIndthe director of which is J. Le Mason*

The Washington otffIn has been requested to advise the various
field office to include colored businessmon in the inspection
tour of these trains, and I think It advisble that you con-
tAot your field office tenAdately.

Please let me knew the outcose of your efforts

Very truly your,

Adviser on Negro Affairs

17, 8, Department of Caoeo

fML t dih



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

August 12, 1941

Pptear 4o G, Singlebon
Vat A State College tot Nepgqs
P*4.rs Vtgtatez

Dea Ptotssor Stagetns

The ofca foeeegeP of the nooent )egro basin
to the C~main e n 184 wt 1 a have bee !prsntM

heehpiating Seoion for preparat on0 A
ifl be as,~ for publication aext weeke It has beet

suggested t .st a stemeT be seouet T eaoseh manber
of tho Natthal Coranittee on the NIps it Diaaes th

@ttsned tA 0onference with referswos to his anprees
#tmp iberot. hosee replies will be released simst.
taneoufy with the 4tatributon of the proo**ieeng

X sb*U be EesA4 to reeive your $mpressiou of the
C8etnnn A any a ntruttve oarittis you wish to

Vry truly yours

aonr artia teaosato
Adviser cas Westo Afttir

we 8go Department of Cambent



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

July 170 1941

prtoew (0 0 Snglzetez
V iA dattae Oeq or beron

?eterburg4 Virgiu

oaw ?rotert

the o tea4 pn**nlzteS of the weent bustles eas
ftome heO i Wshingtn arn i a press of proper

t14 a Seneerwe will not be able to cmplete th4e
seosbly ,aonatertl wntfl we redcrL the reen of the

e seion ppred by you Th or**
tary' Off14ed4esres that we aubmit a rough draft of
our pfro eta to his oftte the early peat of tis

eweal- o"est appreootav to ret o
repor at *r wry earliest opportflitr, I al note

a nch tet#4 La atHe
they will b# te2Qded in the proodina tbat I do
des4rn to haee a sumary of the dietsion following
the add4n", I to assured that thi* lttor win

emg ow t4ndlate attention, ad X await your reply,

Very #inertly your*#

C

Adviser on %are Affaire
U4e8 To aathMent Of Comere%Wtag



VIRGINIA STATE COLLEGE FOR NEGROES
PETERSBURG. VIRGINIA

JOHN M. GANDY, PRESIDENT WILLIAM A. ROGERS. SECRETARY

LUTHER H. FOSTER
TREASURER-BUSINESS MANAGER

March 19, 1941

Attorney Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
United State Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

My dear Attorney Lancaster:

Thank you for your letter of March 13 and
inviting me to become a member of a National
Negro Business Committee. I am happy to learn
that the conference and committee were finally
approved by the Secretary of Commerce. I plan
to attend the conference on the dates mentioned
in your letter.

A photograph of me will be forth coming
at a very early date.

GGS:rs



hcrch 1, 1941

Mr. G.g. ingleton
Virginia State CollCee for Negroo e
Petersburg, Virginia

Der Lr. Singleton:

During the pa;t yecr comamic :iAtions .woer'e ;ddreased to
you with reference to the formation of' a National Negro
Business Committee and Confoence to affect a more ad-
equate integration into the Department of Commerce of
Negroes engaged in business. Recently, the conference
and committee were approved by the Secretary of Commerce,
and a preliini ry announcement thereof has been prepared
and submitted to the Dopartment's Prssa Bureau for im-
mediate release.

Letters on file indicate that you approved of this pro-
gram, and I to pleased to announce that this conference
on the Negro in Business ill be held Friday and Satur-
day, April 18th and 19th in the Department of Commerce
Auditoriwn', Washington, D. S.

A subsequent release conttainin, the so ious, spckers
and photographs ill be distributed shortly. In order
to complete our program and comply with the requests of
newspapers for a list of persons attending the conference,
we respectfully urge that you send your photograph and ad-
vise us as to your attendance at your very earliest oppor-
tunity.

The Department of Commerce will not be tblC to defray
the traveling or accommodation expenses- f cmmittee
mmbera, and no attendance or registration fee will be
chpirged.

o expect your active patiiipwtion in the conforonuo
diucussione, and I await your reply.

Vry truly yours,

Mtmaor Martin Lancaster
.dviser on Negro Affairs

U. S. Department of' Commerea
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Division of Negro Affairs
United States Department of Commerce
Commerce Building
Washington, D. C.

Attention: Mr. Lancaster

Dear Sir:

The Fifth Annual Convention of the Texas Negro
Chamber of Commerce, comprising thirty-eight affiliated
units, will be held in Dallas, Texas, August 3rd and 4th.
Attached is copy of a letter addressed to Mr. Messerole
which explains itself.

The Board of Directors of this state organization has
instructed me to make two requests of you:

1. Accept our invitation to attend this meeting.

2. Discuss with Mr. Messerole the invitation set out
in the copy of the attached letter.

We feel that the Department of Commerce should extend
its services to Negro Merchants in a very practical manner
and the invitations to Mr. Messerole and you embody these
views. Please notify me at your convenience of your reaction.

AMS/smc
Attachment

"DEVOTED TO THE CIVIC, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL BETTERMENT OF DALLAS"
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FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY

UNITED STATES HOUSING AUTHORITY

814- Gbod Street
Dallas. Texas
December 30, 1941

Mr. E Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
Department of'Comfmerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster::

Reference is made to your recent letter requesting
a list of Negro companies operating under the supervision
of th6 Board of Insurance Commissioners in the State of
Texas.

As Regional Racial Relations Adviser for the United
States Housing Authority and as President of the Texas
Negro Chamber of Commerce, r am acquainted with the work
of these companies and have placed a red check mark beside
their names in the enclosed report'from the Department
of Insurance of the State of Texas.

Very truly your

VA. MACEOSMITH
Regional Racial Relations
Adviser

Enclosure

AMS/rlf

9
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OLANDER J. SMITH. PRESIDENT LESTER POWELL M. C. CLARK

EDWARD E. ROBINSON, VICE-PRESIDENT CLINTON MCBRIDE PRES. DUNBAR MUTUAL INSURANCE CO-

ULYSSES L. GARLAND. SECRETARY GEORGE HARRIS JOHN 0, HOLLY

EDWARD W. JORDAN. TREASURER MOSE JO-INSON PRESS. FUTURE OUTLOOK LEAGUE, INC.

The American Enterprise Associates, Inc.
TOLEDO, OHIO

October Sixth,
1 9 4 1

Mr. Emmer Martin LancasterAdvisor
Negro Affairs,
U. S. Department of Commerce,
Washington, D.C.

My dear Ir.Lancaster

Thanks immensely for your information relative to the
appointment of Mr. Davidson and Mr. Fleming as Inves-
tigators of the President's Fair Employment Practice
Committee.

As you know, I arrived here Wednesday,the 24th,of last
month. On the 27th,which was Saturday,I received a wire
from Mr. Cramer advising that Mr. Davidson would arrive
here the following week,October 2nd,and would remain
through the 4th. However,I received a subsequent wire on
the First informing me that Mr. Fleming would arrive here
Friday morning instead.

He was here at 8:30 as promisedwe immediately went into
conference with our Directors in attendance,in the after-
noon,we had a formal hearing with both white and Negro
leaders in attendance. We had a very fine heating on both
Friday and Saturday. Monday and Tuesday was used by Mr.
Fleming in his own manner, he left however, on- Tuesday to
be present at last Wednesday's meeting of the Committee.

We are supposed to and we Are confident we will be able to
raise an additional $2,000 this week and advise Mr.Cramer
accordingly before the next meeting October 22nd. However,
I suggest that you phone Mr. Cramer that you noticed the
appointment of the above two gentlemen and would like to
know whatif anything,has been done,or is to be done about
the American Enterprise Associates in Toledo. You may be
able to get some advanced information. Let me know the
facts at once.
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,OLANDER J. SMITH. PREsIDENT LESTER POWELL M. C. CLARK

7EDWARD E. ROBINSON, VICE-PRESIDENT CLINTON MCBRitDE PRES. DUJNBAA MUTUAL INSURANCE CO.

ULYSSES L. GARLAND. SECRETARY GEORGE HARRIBJH 0gOL

EDWARD W. JORDAN, TREASURER MOSE JOHNSON Page. IFUTURE OUTLcoK LEAGuE, INC.

The American Enterprise Associates, Inc.
TOLEDO, OHIO

Zon, "'mer >ortin Tane.ater

Avinor on ?Te to A±ffi'rh
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Der Mr. L'-nordter:

I h ve- the plessre of Paknowledein 7Jour letter o1f Jv'lyr15th,
1941 in Wh we att checi coy of your naitions to the
report of the Committee on SRornTen GOtions pn JOincin0. for
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

Tuly 15, 1941

Mr. Colander -. Smith
The American Raterprise Company
110O City Park Avenue
Toledo, Ohio

Dear Mr. Smith:

I have made several additions to the report of the
Committee on Recommendations and Findings which were
recently forwarded to you by Mr. 3# B. Blayton.

Since the enclosed draft, which has been approved by
the Secretarys office, might be included in our
published proceedings, I respectfully urge that you
indicate your approval thereon at your earliest con-
venienoe,

Very truly yours,

Enmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. 8 Department of Commeroe

EML:dmh
Baal*



June 5,1941

Mrs 01lnder 4J Smith
The Amerioan Enterprise Compa
1103 City Park Ate,

Dear K. Sith.

I am sending your le f May 29th to lanoaster with
the suagestian that the note of the ouference be revieteto He is
at aerty to lod any ng stions which to himset
prper. I ,hve .heady 14 t he shou-4 eter6in freedom
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ye and 4 tht mnch tter than I do, It would sem, then, that

Sshi 4 J tw of as all to harness all of the fordOpy at
isposa. 1 4 lieve that I could truthfully read this iate

0r tuos oft opini o of the Conferenpe eoven . t-no motion



EDWARD E. ROBINSON, PRES ULYSSES L GARLAND, SEC.
MOSE JOHNSON, V. PRES. EDWARD W. JORDAN, TREAS.

The American Enterprise Company
110:; - C*t - r Ave .

TOLEDO,OHIO

Mar 29, 1l41.

Mr. J. B. Blayton
Citizens Trust Conpeny,
1212 - Auiburn Ave. IT. B.
Atlanta, Georpia.

Dear M.r. Blayton:

I regret not having acknowledged receipt of youxr reported
Summary of Committeemen of the Ner-ro Business Conference which
came to me last week, but before leavinrr the City fni I
determined to submit you my further opinion as a result of
your conclusions.

iay I direct your Pttention to nce # e 2 R recommendations" 5.

Vhy recommend the use of facilities of the National Ie 'gro Business
League;National Negro Insuarance Association;National Bankers
Associstion;the Nationvl Society of Accountants etc? rather the
suggestion be reversed, because if these agencies already hove the
facilities to meet our reconmendations, it is a reflection upon
their system of oneration if not a serious onestion for a reason
for their existance,if they hFave not nsoa such facilities or seen
the wisdom of their use to the advintage of the race and themselves.
,e aFt this Conference were seeking facts of the "asnan" not the
effectc" of the Iieoro's economic condition and business plic,ht,and
it is our duty to showi courage ?nd determination to jrwpd remedying
such conditions without criticism or favor of any agency.I *Iould
either delete this narnh or reverse the reriuirments therein
without criticism but with an acknoviledment of the fact that
neither of these agencies hrve in the oas-t seen the serious &rmnor-
tance implime ntin- their nroprams consistent with the views of
this Conference.

Pee E2r-T itle 2-Prraph 3 Re: P.H.L.1) I must take positive
issue with your summary here. Instead of a "lminority"Y of the Con-
ference objected to oresent PHiA regultions,it was definitely a
"majority" criticism of the system with respect to nepro rprtici-
petion. There was not one that snoke a contrary opinion. I fully
concur with your findings that a "ma jority" of the Conference
believes that the FFTA is a sound insurance business and is edherine
strictly to insurance and business orincoinles in the conduct oful
it's affairs.



-2-
Mr. J. B.*Blhytor
5/29/41.

Under no conditions cen I Pc7ree pith your present internretptions.LTet's
fce the issue vith condor ,with frenkness,and with a determination to
remedy our conditions as a rrce. e had no other reason for this Con-
ference.

Page AS,3 "Recommendations" 1 - 2 & 3.) It -oul0 seem far more help-fl
to small business enter-prises if we follow the chronological order of
recommended changes, orientations etc. nossibly as set forth in my rec-
ommendetions Article 9 " Retrilers And Drily Seles Records" in so doing,
something definite will be offered. This to me is very seriously needed.
In other words, name the "heir we see that will benefit small business-
men". Paragraph here,should ha:ve followed your conclusions under
Title A1.

Re: Title 7C page #3) Again you failed to state a definite objective
in the matter of vocational guidance as very specifically set forth in
my recommendations Article #8 " Educational Instituitions and Their
Responsibility". Set the facts up, don't be afraid to be frank if you
wish to be helpful because we are attempting to remedy a condition and
very one should plainly understand what we see as cause for our opinion.

Page #4 " General") Do you mean, in sneaking of "groups etc." that the
Conference members be as-sociated with the National Negro Business League?
or, did. you have reference to business organizations generally. I think
it would be very wise to state here frankly what you mean. Personally,I
do not recall any expression that would connect the Conference in any
measure with the National Negro Business League or other organizations,and
it would have been a serious mistake had their been such an expression.
This Conference was called inde-cendent of the National Neero Business
League or other group organizations and should be so respected at the same
time giving proper credit end recognition to Mr. Housley secretary of the
National Negro Business League for his very s-olindid cooperation and
assistance toward making the Conference a real Conference.

Finally, I notice with very painful regret your failure to designate
Mr. Lancaster as Chairman Pro Tem, and further, to recommend that the
Committee reconvene in August and the Conference i n October as viewed
necessary to any serious concern in any objective as discussed during
the Conference. Why you did not consider this irmoortant I do not know,
but I do know that failure to continue this Conference will result in a
serious reflection 6n the intelligent seriousness of the Negro to honest-
ly do something about the conditions of which he/ complains so dramatically
up and down high-vays of America. This Conference geve us an opportunity
to do something constructive for our Race and for America as a. whole and
we certainly should have the fortitude and intelligence to take advantage
of it now instead. of crying about our conditions later. Like many white's
I too an beginning to question the serious determination of the Negro
to actually remedy his c.ondition. It really is his job.

Very truly yours,
AMERIJCAN NTEjRIS3I AS SOC "7,

o js/sp. By / p



OLANDER J. SMITH. PRESIDENT LESTER POWELL M, C. CLARK

EDWARD E. ROBINSON, VICE-PRESIDENT CLINTON MCBRIDE PRES. OUNOAR MUTUAL INSURANCE CO.

UI\YSSES L. GARLAND, SECRETARY GEORGE HARRIS JOHN o, HOLLY

EDWARD W. JORDAN, TREASURER MOSE JOHNSON PRESS. fUT4.RE OUTLOOK LEAGUE, INC.

The American Enterprise Associates, Inc.
TOLEDO, OHIO

August 16,1941.

Mr; mmer] Trtin Lpnopster
AdJvisor Neqro Affairs
U.S. Department of Cormmerce,
We/hinton, D.C.

Ky dear Er. Lanrste r:

I am transmittiner to you herewith a copy of my communication
addressed to Miss. Mry Mol-od Bethune in connection with our
project here as a result of a conmunication just received
from Mr. P ul 0. GerhrtJr. of the Office of Prodnction
Mienep'ement concerning which I discussed with you during my
recent visit there.

Both my letter to hiss Bethune and that of hr. Gerhart are
self explanitory and I need not dwell further here.

However, I need not tell you how surnrised, I Tws to receive
this attitude from Mr. GerhErt. B'e view his letter es an
excuse rather than a reason , we also view his letter as defi-
nite discrimination seainst the Nhero a situation that I also
understand has prevented De-rby's development in Chicacro. The
feot is,that larer industries of a similar nature do not
desire either the establishment nor existence of small indus-
tries , yet these lar-e industries will not employ I eoroes.

In reouestinc that aiss Bethune arranqe a conference for us
with Mrs,.oosevelt,I have surnlied her with all fets and
corresnondence for her full information,however,you iill notice
that I exnroused. a thoni'ht of your willing ness to coonerpte with
her in such conference arrano'ements and stated r1so th't I would
su -est to you tat you phone her. Plepse do so at once nd oive
her your asidtnce. I think too,Cthat both hiss Bethnnand
yourself should narticinste in such f conference. Please insist
unon an early conference with 1rs.Roosevelt because of the limit-
ation neriod on our machinery orices which exoires around the
19th, Tjun&sary. however, I believe it nossible to retain these
prices if the mafter is not unduly delavecI. IDo yrou thinh that
hr. ;aever of Cincinnati can help us? if Ho~n do yTou eve est?.
:Let me hear from yon as nuic1 :ly so cosib'e, e.

Since er

ois /s
ino-1
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August,15th.
1 9 4 1.

Miss. Mary MaOeed Dethume
DireotorDivision of Negro Affairs
1tttonaL Yoath Adminiotration,
2145 e , S teet LoW.
ashington, 0D.. Y

I-i

My dear Miss Bethune :

You recall I a Are, Our #*muniation to you under date of
April piot,1941 'ad my personalaeonerense with you at your
offio. Apzil 3*thaprtsr to my attsading the morning session of
the flrt Anrna2t XegroA Business oayfer e at the nhitedA States
Deattent o Comeasre, At that time 1 outline to yu the pur -
pose aftd proposal of this Corporation and its need and desire
of fianial aid toward the purchase of maohinery and equipment
necessary for operation.

You will also recall that during the Gonferenoe session at the
Department of Comerde I explained our effort to obtain financial
assistance from the RJ'.C and that ir, Emil Sohram,Chairman of
the R4F.0 Board personally Invited me to his office from the oon-
ference floor, for a conference on the matter of RP.G aid. The
Oonferedesat with me to this meeting with Mr. SohramMr.Goideo
, Darblthcsutie sesretary of the Ohivago Negro Chamber of Com-
msroa After eeing14 our whole Broohere,Mr. Sohram called in his
distant Kr., o who latr called In Mr. Wallet RJ'.O examiner
as a result of which the R.F O definitely committed itself to a
loane t us of *8,000 provided that we raised 19,000 all of which
foots we presented in a report to the Conference ringg the after-
noon session April 19th.

Aoardingly, UpoeY return to Toledo, we immediately began to
endeavor to raise the required amountoand not being able to do so
after about two months we contact Negro leaders in 0&lelandvbut
thbre othe -egro was in the sam Afinancial condition as to
read ash as tho'so here,hoever, through the Urbna Leagus and
Wr M.CAOlarkepresidetnt of the Panbar Matual Insurance company
an other leaders we confered with several white leaders who ang-
geted that the matter be put before the Ohio state Negro W welfare
C Omuissionl. This was doneand after about eight weeks of effort
the anisaion met amd determined that because of it financial

H

iiii

4



-2-A
Miss Mary MoLeod Bethune
Director,Negro Affairs
National Youth Administration,
Washington.

condition suoh aid was inpossiblehoweverit considered means of
siding us otherwise and finally determined to state its position
to the Office of Production Management and recommend itsapproval
of aid and on July 28,the Commission addressed a communication to
Mr.C RI.Terry of the Cleveland Office of Production Management
herewith marked Exhibit #3. which I personally presented Mr.Terry
the next day at Cleveland.

However at the request Of Mr. Paul 0. GerhartJrAssociate Pro-
curement Consultant Defense Contract Service of the Office of
Pro dnotion Management at Washingtonas entained in his comunI-
cation to us June 26th, here marked Exhibit #1. I 1enfered with
Mr. -erry in-company with ou attorneyand as a result of this
conference Mr. Terry addressed us stating the assistance to be
given's, by the Offiae of Proanction Management,here marked Exhibit
#2 We immediately contacted the firms who would supply our machin-
ery and equipment inoluding the lessor of our proposed factory build-
i4g all of whom addressed Mr. Terry and this Company their desire of
aid and the conditionsunder which such aid would be extended sand
attached to their letters a inventory of the materials to be fur-
nished and the coste of samehere marked fthibits #4-5-6-7 * These
ware presented Mr. Terry of the Office of Prodaction Management in
Gleveland during our conference July 29th, and at his suggestion I
took these letters and other facts to Washington where I confered
with Mr. Gerhart August 4th,with whom I also filed these letters.

Because of the Governments concern in Negro employment as stated in
Mr. Gerharts letter dated June 26, fkhibit #1. and the aid and
assurance as contained in Mr.Terry's letter of July llthExhibit #2,
we respectfully arnd officially suggested that :

1. that the Government give usproduction contracts
in sufficient number and capital amounts that
would enable us to liquidate the cost of our
machinery and equipment.

2. that this Company would assign such contracts
and the proceeds therefrom to the R.P?.C, the
Federal Reserve Bank at Cleveland,or,to some
Bank or Irust Company with authority to deduct
all items of indebtedness including the cost of
such services until all indebtedness was liqui-
dated.

3. that this Company would agree to the appointment
of a Trustee and of an administrative assistant
to the president of this Company to manage its
affairs and to continue such arrangements until
such time as our corporate indebtedness was 11-
quidated or until such time as the R.?.0 or other
banking institution was convinced of our managerial,
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Miss Mary McLeod Bethune
National Youth Administration,
Washington.

These four propositions were contained in a letter of resolutions
adopted by-our Directors'and dated July 80th,,194.1. here marked
Foxhibit #8

Therefo re,. at -the time of my conference with Mr. Paul 0. Gerhart,
Jr* of the Office ofProduction Management at Washington August
4th,1941,Mr.o Ge'rhart was very encouraging,he stated after phoh'ing
to- 001's Eare andl reviewing our problem with him that,, as to our
request f or', oobtraate this would have to come through the" Phil'-
a-del1phia Qitartermatet General but, that he could aid us and that
he , would write' or confer w ith the Quart ermast er General supply, himwith all1 facts and thus obtain the Generals disposition of our
contracts; that if his disposition~was favorable, then we could take
suidh contracts and ob-tain the 'capital either through the aid of the
Fedqgra;l, Reserve -Bank or some other Banking institution with which
to -purchase our m8Gchinery and equipment and begin productiono- If,
hop everz, the-Quaartermaster General was unfavorable'to this proposi

.,on. that he(Mir. ehrt) would make an, appointment wih-eceary
ofWat Patterso'n who posse sse d, authority to give us suc h o ntr aoja

To, Intelligently submit one matter Mr. Gerhart requested that I'
file, with him the' following facts:

1. Bluepridtof our factory building,
2,. Communication-from our Leasor showing details of lease;
3List of machinery with prices quoted by Singer -Machino Go;

4. List of office equipment with prices.
5. Quotation of electrial'witing by the Preeter Electrio Go,;
6,* List- of personnel certified as qualified by the State;
7.# List of bids and amount of same;
8o Resolution of ouir irectors dated July 20,1941.
9. Letter from Chester Gray Of the Negro Commission of-Ohio

Saddle s se d, to -Mr., 0.R*Terry.,dated July 28,1941.-
10. The -am ount f or supplies'fr om L.R.Hirsh 0o.

The proposal of Our Post-war program was not requested but mailed to
Mr.,* GetlhartAugust 9th,1941. Exhibit#9

Nothing was heard from Mr. Gerhart until I phoned him WednesdayAugzust

/ V~h tta ieh rmsdtoceko u atradwiem

imeitl.I stemte f i etrta utcm ou

thtInwadesyu h etr shrwt akdEhbt#0

fou ryM o da Bared ie ihteQatra ricuigte

aThedse foui Nrovembiosere loaiertins Companr wofl reblo
adeopnte by estabishetsel an dteJl costh1of.our machnrkad eup
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Miss-Mary McLeod Bethune
National Youth Administration,
Wa shington.

ment and all other items of indebtedness and then to proceed.with
our program as outlined in our Post-war set-up.

Since when have the Government assumed, the responsibility of dis-
couraging business, small or large? It has consistently encouraged
small an.d big business. That has been, and still is a repeated pro-
gram, every one knows that and so do weo4knowit. In this 0ity and
all over the Country,new companies have been set up and others
enlarged to meet the defense need and garment factories have not been
any exception. Mr. I.P.8mith ,president of the Hetrick Manufacturing
Company here advised me personally that the Government was overload-
ing himthat his Company does not want and do not need any Government
Contracts. I know from the daily papers that this Firm has been given
hired upon hundreds of thousands of dollars in defense contrl's.
I am sure that we could obtain information of the location and names
of ne garment factories who have more war contracts than they can
mbahfaoture. If not, why has the Government found it necessary to
aublet, or, suggest the sub-letting of contracts to smaller firms That
cnnot get contraotsby the larger Companies. However, all of thdes
new and old Companies exclade Negro workers and will continue to do
so. What will the Negro do after the defense program is stopped? we
will be right where we, are today, "on the begging list". Are we to be
denied the opportunity for self helpand self &evelopementbecause
some one does not desire the expansion of the garment industry? Mr.
Gerharts conclusions are ambigious,inoonsistent,and entirely without
foundation, especially so, in consideration of our basic program. It
is simply clever discrimination against this Company. The facts will
not bear any other ooholusion regardless to his statement as to a
"sound econOmic policy".

We cannot accept this sentence of life poverty even from our Government
and we will not without a fight to the finish. We have asked only that
the Governmentgive us the same consideration toward help that it has
given to other Firms. We have been honest and above reproach in our
evrry dealings toward establishing this Firm and the purpose therefore.

This Corporation has been singled out as one that must have no privilege
in the defense program,this is plain from the reverse attitude of M&r.
Gerbart now. It is plain discrimination against us as a racial enter-
prise and this disortmination cannot be smothered with any admission
thae our project is a worthy one. This is a Corporation duly organ-
ised and existing under and by virtue of the laws of the State of Chio
and any prejudice exerted against our corporate right to share equally
The privilege of any other business and the developemnent of same is
contrary to every concept of justice,the Government is plainly here
participating in the cruel system of racial discrimination and it can-
not Justly complain of others who are guilty of the same diabolitical
act,and I do not,nor do my Lirectors believe that the Presidnt nor
Mrs.Roosevelt will deny us the simple small aid that we have before

2
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re quested and now rquesi* T~e on7Ly tiling that we ask of the Gov'-
eient is at least, fox=r contracseg from bids th'at we have submittedd
Iinfdiflg tho award to us last November* Viith tkieae uontraets and
with_ our se-t,.*p we wll be able to Uqtddate our indebtedn~ess, employ
a large mimber of otij Raee workers now and establiah an avenue of
pxnant work, as Set forth in orr ost-war program~ and in addition,
we, alresxady have the -Assurazioe of a manufatuing onrut from onie
of t1he nations largest chain store ierchante when once we are In

We, _b3jjGVq tatth~e-present diaposition of our matter by the Offlce
of Produotion ML~na qement wants exeoutlve attention, however* we
kw- W that 'the Zrafdnt is quite to oooupled with national and Inter-
natioa3. ar t1, tean ime to our appealf~ we must thieaamake
oTLr_ 6PPea), to r.I~'two after-all Is more oloseJly In touch
with tho NegroI probldm 0 We eidtherefore, pleading ith you for

lmmodiate, odperatloa and interest in rsnig this matte'to
-iset t sat teitinoul& -yon makce such arr'angemnents for',

its ?If so, we woul4A appreciate a*h oonference as quioklyape
0i14 Theugnyo an early cohfareoeis due among other things,

to' the In, reaslMng oots of o=r machinery an d. Oquipmant.,4hioh If yola
will noti6e- in the latter of the Singer Sewing Maohlne Oompany is
limited to 30 days ,from July 19,1941, and. expires August t9.,whioh Is
ftaseduy* EoWever, If S~ome ad -mstme nt can be madam ihiit.t a reasonable
period It is po Biible- that this aost price ean be retanedo

So that you will be fnaliy formed w ve are transmitting to you herewith
the letterid and exhibits reviewed by' Mro Gerhart,,Jr.* of 'the Office of
Production Xnagenien-b, t~ heoe are our poional files andi we iva1~ ask
that you please guard ,them carefully -for our later -asei Upon receipt
of this letter wve'ask Olease that york write us your vlews, we also
'aak that, yon wire us ao-llaaot that you have recei-ved our letter and
fats herewith and. any" other comment you may ddslro to add.

T-0yo fin,Ua-yucant 4f u i h at&% e~d itAhesi-
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Anril 26,1941.

Hon. Emmer M{ia rtin Lancaster
Advicor on Negro Affairs
U. S. Denartment of Commerce
Washington, D.C.

,y dear Mr. Lncaster

Thank you immensely for your courtes-y addressed the Toledo Chember
of Commerce and Mfr. Grove Patterson Editor of the Toledo Blade. I
am busy endeavoring to complete requirments as mentioned as quickly
asopossible and I shall keep you advised as to progress.

I am today transmitting to the attention of Hon. J.B.Blayton,Secre-
tary of the First Annual Conference on Negoro Businessmen, my recom-
mendations nursuant to the agreement of all Comitteemen.

For your information, a copy of such recommendations are attached
hereto. I am also forwarding conies to Hon. Carlton . Gaines; Golden
B. Derby;and Garnerd Wilkinson, I am not definite in the matter of
the correct address of Mr. illkinson but I am directing my cony to
him in care of the office of the Superintendent of Schools (negro) of
the District of Columbia. If this address is incorrect please so in-
form 1r.Wfilkinson by phone so that he miaht arrange for proper deliv-
ery.

You are also being submitted copy of my letter accompanying my rec-
ommendations to M4r. Blayton. All of the matter which I have considered
are to me,very important, and should hve the immediate consideration
of all Committeemen. I hope you concur with my opinions as expressed
in my letter and recommendations. An inter-change of the respective
recommendations of Comimitteemen will greatly Pid our effort and
certainly should bhve the immediate attentio f all Committeemen.

Very respectfully

By .ore side nt.
Olander J.Bamith.

0JS/sp
enoc-l1
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Aril 26, 1941.

Hon. J. B. Blayton, Secretary
Negro Business Conference,
Citizens Trtrat Comnany
212 - Auburn Avenue N.
Atlanta, Georgia.

My dear Mr. Blayton

Pursuant to instructions given the Committee on "Findings And Recom-
mendations' of the First Annual Conference on Nec ro Business April
18-19 , 1941, held at the Department of Commerce, I have the honour
to transmit to you herewith my Findings and Recommendations in accord-
ance therewith.

I should like to suggest that in view of the importance of the matters
submitted this Conference and their relationship to the welfare of the
nations negro that, this Committee reconveao not later than August 18,
1941, for consideration of all recommendations of this Committee with
a view toward recommending official action thereon to a semi-annual
Conference which should be called not later than October 18, 1941.

This suggestion, I view of importance because of the present national
emergency and the possibility of war which unquestionably will affect
the economic welfare of the nations negro citizenry.

It is my opinion that negro busir.us men must meet the conditions of
governmental emergency measures, with firm vision and senseable decision
looking toward at more wholesome national existence and oarticinEtion of
the negro consistant with the rights of all other citizens that make uo
our American way of life. It may become necessary to reconvene the
Conference earlier than above suggested, especially, if war is declared
sooner. '-e should resolve ourselves into an official body vested, with
authority to act on these and other matters vital to the national life
of the negro, and make our decisions known to the President through
official Committee action.

As secretary, I leave the matter of conveyincr such opinions to Committee-
men , in your cere.

Very respectfully yours,

AILCELICAW kRB '10 '1 0 CI T 'P4 6 ITC0

By.
Preside nt.

01andor J. Smith.
oJ sp
Inc-11

CO0 Y
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FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF

Or TE -conITTEsAT TnE

FIRST ANNUAL CONFERENCE ON NEGRO BUSINESS,

APRIL 18-19 A.D.1941 AT

The Department of Commeroe.so...
Washingto, D.O.

As Recommended by 01ander 4* Smith t

TourO ommittee finds that the ]ederal Housing Administration as

presently administered through various lending agencies In the

nation, does not extend to the negro the full and impartial bene-

fits of the PA Act; that in many sections of the nation, PHA

lending agenotes have certain established poliaes whereby certain

districts and for certain houses in oertin districts , particularly

those occupied by negroes, are systematically denied PHA utilities

by the ingenious practice of either "marking out on the City Map"

anch district or houses by red penciling, or otherwise enforcing a

polly injurious to the comfort and welfare of negro property owners

including the enforcement of a too rigid rule pertaining to the

"earning" requirment clause against negroes whose earning oapsoity

varies with respect to the locality of his employment as well as kind

of same; that wages of the negro South are lees than those of the

negro North that wages of the negro Reast vary with those of the negro

West; that the policy of "oredit reoqnirmente" became of these various

wage levels, as well as the problem of negro employment generally ,

must be considered as vital to any credit consideration of any negro

applinat for UA astatance.

19 i8 THRPOE0MNDED, that an immediate investigation be had

by the IHA Administrator with a view toward a correction of the



of the practicess" and the "basis of consideration" of negro appli.-

/ants; that the MBA Administrator include on his staff a "negro

administrative assistant" whose duties among other things should be

devoted to a studied correction of these conditions and toward an

established policy of loans to negroes in certain districts of the

nation based upon the general earning capacity of the negro in suh

areas, and with special conern in the rehabilitation of not only one

particular house but with the rehabilitation of adjoining and our

rounding houses as well with a definite view toward an improvement of

such negro district in keeping with the government's acknowledged

program of "home remodeling" * Such a policy will eliminate bad

housing conditions in areas where a general slm clearane program is

not possible nor considered wise, and will greatly increase the social

and economic life of the people In the area or district so served, as

well as to enhance the value of suach area or district.

()R: Negro Defense Employment.
fIt

As was clearly established before this Gonfrenoe,the most vital prob*w

lam facing the nations negro Is that of defense employment; his right

to share the benefits of such a program as well as his duty and well

defined obligation to share fully the financial responsibility imposed

upon the whole atizenry of the nation through the inesapable tax pay-

ment upon his life necessities. Unless the negro is permitted the full

liberty of a means of earning his livelyhood, he becomes a subject of

relief or the reoiplent of general charity for his austenence * Only

by earning and spending his earnings for the necessities of life eaA he

be of valtte, socially or economically, to the "form" of life in Ameries

which has for its ezistanoc the strength and force of economic and

sooal liberty. Nothing can be done toward increasing either the number
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of retail dealers or their sales unless and until the negro whom h0

must depend upon for business, has a job. While negro employment ia.

crease aIs-vital to negro retailer as well as to the retail trade

generally, no iAployment abuse is more vicious and yet more vitally

aiyortant and of more far reaching effect Won the economic life of

the negro than dia rimination practiced by unions and industrialists

engaged in defense production. IT IS THEREPRE , RROOMMENDED :

that & "negro administrative assistant" be employed in the Office of

Production Managsent , whose duties among other things should be an

immediate investigation and correction of discriminatory practices

against negro labor in the defense industry; that such an appointee

be a negro versed in law and with business rather than sociall"

training or "race relations expert" etc.

(#3) Re: Labor Conditions

This Conference brought out through its policy of freely disoaesing

all issues that by virtue of the forte and influence of "Labor Organg-

izations" the negro has been forced out of employment in many instanes

and in other instances refused membership in labor uniod. crafts and

/or trades whichwith the influence of the National Labor Relations

Board, I a prerequisite to any possible employment, particularly In

Industry. Thus the negro has been forced to rely upon the WPA or upon

relief agencies for his sustenence. This experience is found to be so

broad and so violous in it's application and results as to warrant

federal investigation and attention to the methods and policies of

labor unions whose rights are the sub Ject of enforcement by the NEIRS ;

-ANWA"
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that the Wagner Labor Act is either Injurious to the right of negro laboX

or the intentionala of the legislators are being improperly construed and

improperly enforced to the abandonment of the rights of the negro laboror

to participate in the labor market on a basis of "equality" of right to

share fully the employment privileges granted other racial groupe#

IT ISoO

that the President appoint a negro to the National abor Relations Board;

that a negro "investigator" of labor conditions and labor unions aets ad

polioles be appointed immediately as vital to the social and economic

welfare of the nations negro as a stabilizing force to his peaose,aeourity

and national loyalty in these times of confusion and discord; that the

matter of toh an appointment be the immediate consideration of this om-

mittee with a view toward an offlal recommendation to the Presidenat

Such a duty, the business men of this Conference owe the nations negro

oitizenry and should be approached with unompromIsing firmness.

Re: Organization of Retailers.
11tt1t

II

It seemed the oonsonsus of opinion of every delegate at this Gonferenee

that negro retail proprietors needed a sense of direction toward better

business mnanagment. To sooo0mplish this objective the nation's negro

retailers should be organized immediately that they might have the ful).

benefit of the teohalual advice and services of the Department of Commeree

and of the Bureau of the Census in the pursuit of their business. This is

important to retailers in every line of operation and of equal importanoe

to the negro contemplating the establishment of new retail stores, Without

reference here to the many sub jets concerning which the Department and

the Gensus Bureau have given immense study and conlsideation of Vital
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Irportanoe to retail proprietors, it is 6t onoe RECO-dhEND E :

that the

Department of Comerce and the Bureau of the Oensus onlarge it's present

negro Staff comparable with the task of educating and organizing the

negro retail proprietors into a single group to whom apeoific instrua-

tions and retail data can be regularly supplied.

* * *: * * * * * *

Preachora And The Nepro Youth%
tTI I1 I

Reoognizing, as thia Gonference did, that the negro church is a dominant

factor in every negro community in the na-tion, it would seem consistent

with every religious concept to suggest to negro Preachers that they

adopt as a part of their young peoples activities, a very posItive

organized program stressing the necessity of business training to the

negro youth,inoluding trades, and skilled mechanics. Some such program

should be considered if this Conference is to give Opression and con-

sideration to matters addressed to it's attention. IT IS THEREFORE

RECOMNDED
that ouch a program be advanced not as a part of the pro-

gruam of the National Negro Business &L oague,but v: a part of the program

of the Department of Commere;that the subject be a"treatIse"prepared

by an acceptable authority of the Ohiuch and distributed by the Depart.

meert of Commerce to negro Ministers ot the nation as a part of the

"Public service program" of the Department of Commeroe.

* I*l* tt!**l*itt**t*

By 01'nd:r 3. Solth



Re: Training Negro Consumers to Patronise Negro Business*

Undoubtedly, as was so well emphasized at this Conference, the negro

consumer must be made to realize how important he is to any given oom-

munity life, he must be sold on the idea of spending his money with

negro proprietors and as this can hardly become a function of a Govern-

mental agency such as the Department of Commerce or Bureau of the Census,

he must himself approach this problem. IT IS AGO0RDINGLY RE0OMM4DEDI

That retailer' organizations in the various localities of the nation

could serve their mutual efforts well by organizing all local negro

retail proprietors and together disonse means of capturing negro trade

from other grous or areas that they put on annual or semi-annual pro-

grams, or "Aotalers Pairn for the purpose of training negro consumers

to patronize negro storeal give prizes; and put on exhibItions of their

various produtso Such an organized force with a definite program will

certainly fous attention on and encourage greater loyalty to racial

enterprises. This should immediately be the subject of a vigorous nation

wide campaign of negro retail proprietors which can well be encouraged

by this Committee. It is so rooommended.

Negro Retailers Need Social Vision
I~t

it

An evil of the most discouraging kind as a major factor in the consider-

ation of the matter of negro patronage of negro retail storesis the

failure of negro proprietors to show any concerted concern in the welfare

of the community from which they seek business, and see& to feel they

should by all-means buy his goods Many of the delegates werespestally
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interested In a change of this situation. It is felt that with a larger

social vision and a larger social responsibility on the part of negro

proprietors there will come a corresponding respect and a larger soial

vision of the consumer public. The absence of such social vision and

refined eaduational leadership on the part of suah proprietors has

resulted in serious sales lose to the advantage of white proprietors who

are always ready with contributions to quite often questionable entfeprises,

but which do serve to establish suoh white proprietor as a friend of the

negro,when in reality he is imply a scheming businessmanwhether good or

bad0 The social vision of sch negro proprietor is not necessarily a
the

matter of his participation in/legetimate social life of the community.

It may be that he is laoklng In his personal greetings$ his personal

appearance; it may be that his stores' general appearance does not meet

the requirements of neatness; even the appearance of his home or if he

lives In the store buildingthe appearance of his living quarters is a

serious factor. In short, his whole social manneriam is onetantly

subject to examination. lie must realize that he is a public servant and

being sachhe must at all times consider the public's wishes as important

to his business suoess. It is the , immediately REOOMMENDED :

That the matter of a "larger social vision" on tbe part of negro proprietors

be the subject of further study; that this matter be referred to an

"authority" for a treatiseto be distributed among such retailers together

with these and other recommendations considered vital to negro trade as

here considered

S..... S * * * * . . S *
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Re: 4duoptional Iastitutions And Their

Responsibility.

One of the sad revealations at this Conference was the fact that for too

longnegro earoatianal institutions have failed to properly aid students

in determining their vocation on the basis of his or her particular

characteristics and personality, as evidenced possibly by hi ,ior her

scholastic averages. Such institutions mustas was the general )pinion of

the Conference, to justify continued confidence in their studied effiolney,

assume at once, a greater responsibility in enoouraging the negro youth to

a greater penetration into and closer integration with the eoonomio striaotun

as it is today sonstitutedand will be constituted in tomorrow years. To

leave the queStion of vocation entirely to an inexperienced and uninformed

mind is a tragedy that today finds too many well trained lawyeradentists,

and physiolanawaiting tablet acting as messenger boya; elevator tenders,

and other menial types of employment for which they are by training gygy

fittedand for which they naturally have an abhorrence Such experiences

have resulted in a very marked discouragoment to the negro youth to the

extent that there exists little or no incentive or ambition to seek further

educational training. This is indeed a tragedymuch of the fault of which

must be placed at the door of the vanoonerned,ineompetent or XAladvised

higher school leadership and learning. This Conference would fail in a

serious duty if it neglected attention to this important part of the life

and training of our youths IT IS T~HREOR REGOMENDED VA : negro edaea

tional institutions recognize a larger responsibility to the youth depenC*

eant upon such institutions5 for voostional guide as well as intellectual

training, especially ia this period of stress uponi definite qualifications

for various types of service; that this subject should be treated ia treatise
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form by some one qualified to discuss the subject from the standpoint of

today' s "demand" and distributed among negro students of the nation.

( #9 ) Retailers And Daily Sales Reoords

It

ith various federal tat, state tax, together with the absolute necesety

of businessmen complying with federal regulations relative'to knoome km

and the various liitations, oredits, and allowances an connrectio4 thsre-

wJith, it is becoming increasingly necessary for retail proprIetors and

busanessmen generally to maintain a regular and consultant system of sales,

balances, Income and expenditures of the busineras. I think that Court fines

and prison sentences in recent years serve as a court reminder of the

exactneas of tax laws. I know of '*ores in many sections of my city,

especially those operated by negro proprietors, that continue the last

century me thod of paying bills and buying took. No thought is given to

the amount of Ekally sarle8,kind of sale,daily e perditiArea nor weekly

gross or net earnings. If he has the money he pays and sticks the receipt

on the wall; if he does not have the money he inites the credit agent

to come beak later. Some time such agent or agents make several telpse

before they finaly collect, and what are the results of this business

efficiency ? unstable earninge; unknown profit; unknown stock; and bad

cred&it,with these commercial epithetsa comes physical exhaustion from long

an d indefinite hours of work; nerveousnese; bad health, and flashy

business failure" all of these experiences are avoidable if negro pro-



(#9 Qon'Vt) Re: XRetallers And DailLy Sales Recordso

prietors wSinL accept ad-vice and. services of an aoeountant, the coat and

benefit of which will pay for Itself In buisiness effioleney and very

Uikoly avoid a lawyer' fee or a day In jail If not years of- a physicians

attention, and above ail, a continued and possibly an expanded business.

If I could offer brief advice to a negro proprietor it would possibly

be 1ike this

Don't earry yo=u "books" In your head;
Dol arry yoiuz bills and receilpts on you1r store wal

IDon't oarry all yo= raroney In your pocket or cash register;
Don't pay your bEUls over the counter,
Dual' t discuss youar busineesIn the presence of enstoniers;

Know your gross income;
Linow your net Ineorae;
K4ow what department brings In the most capiteal;
Knrow your various tax oosts and the amount paid out in tax reoeipts
Know the amount of business you do eadh month
Yxnow the a-mouat of b-m4jnees you did In the oorrespondIng nontth a
year ago;
Lao,.q your oustomers ;their habits =nd peoxlar 34Jkes and dislikes;
Know th~at your customer Is satisfied before he leaves your store*

The failure of' A0TgrO P rletors to give attention tO these simple requir-0

mneats to goo d business methods rosults in a capital loss of no small amount

a13 well as personal worry and indeai.-sion. * I s THE PSMS OF'THIS
COQMITTRE T O OOMAMV1ITHAT the Importanse of a careful bookkeeping

system as well as an alysis of present tax requirements together with

oA onjaleratiot Of tUS abo'~0 1311personal habit points"I be the sub jeat of a
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polloy.making"t positions; that In a great many Instances*however, t1:s

duties of such negro executive have been performed with credit and

efficiency; that a study of many executive appointments on the basis of

eerienoe and general qualifications will disclose a lack ofadap tability

and V4. 81On necessary and pertenent to the life of the nations negro con-

siataut with theoconoxi~o and social changes as they affect his life today

anid will affect 13i1 life In tomorrow years It Is clearly the duty and

responsibility of negro b-aainess men to chart the course Of governmental

attention and action directed toward economic -freedom of th~e nations

negro. IIS18TUFIR1_ _CREOB ~ that the wisdom and policy Of empymp~

Ing trained bnsLness men and lawyer in various governmental departments

rather than 5ocia24 Workers and/o icR I2 eel~eations Hxperts. be the

subject of immnedia.te steady with r- View toward an official recommendation

to the Vresident for changes In certain executive faictionas where it Is

found that the absone of 'the necessary experienoe~tralning, and qmlifi-

ceAtions wtaat substitution; thast sueh chrangs however rmzst be made

without any ?cf.lactiofl upon those involved, and be xxieo without loss of

salary or positlonaal standing exeeapt as to "title") efficiency being the

only consideration based uapon the beat service possible to the Governm at

and1 to the nations negroo

IT IF UIRER O0A1BNDIHD TH~AT ; because of the exigo-ncy of the many

subjects considered by this Conference ooncerniing whicla administrative

an& executive attention Is vital to the welfaz'e,,peoe anid socrity of the

nvetions negro,,that this Conference be reconvened within six M~onths and.

not Later then October 18v1941 t that Hon.*mnier 1%Irtin Lancaster be by

this Oomritteo Belected as Ohairman Pro tora ; thi-t this O ommittee meet

again for the entintiation of the business of this Conferenoe within

sixty days and not later than Au-gust 18,19410



EDWARD E. ROBINSON, PRES-
MOSE JOHNSON, V. PRES.

ULYSSES L GARLAND, SEC.
EDWARD W. JORDAN, TREAS.

The American Enterprise Company
#1.XLa,.vT1103 - OLe.

TOLEDO, OHIO

April 16,1941.

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster,
Negro Advisor,
Department of Commerce,
Washington, D. 0,

Re: LE - 1485

Dear IMr. ILancaster:

I am just today in receipt of a communication from Miss.
Mary McLeod Bethune, Director, Division of Negro Affairs
of the National Youth Administration, advising of a meet-
ing called by you for April 18 and 19th,in connection
with governmental procedures and plans in the matter of
the Government's Defense program.

This Corporation, organized. by negroes as a garment manu-
facturing concern is interested in obtaining R.F.C assist-
ance in the purchase of machinery and equipment, and , con-
cerning which we have experienced some difficulty,because
of what we believe an unjustified demand of us by this
Government agency. It was concerning this that we addressed
Miss Bethuneand she has suggested that, in view of your
above meeting,we should communicate with you at once for
your co-operation and advise you of our intention to be
represented at this meeting

I shall have to leave here tomorrow night for Washington,
and not being informed the place of such meeting,or the
time of same,it would be good of you to have one of your
staff phone me at the Whitelaw iotel,about the time of my
arrival 8:30 A.M. the place and time of the meeting. I
shall deeply appreciate this courtesy .

Very truly yours,

AIMERICAN ENTERPF 'E S S, c

a l r J. Smith, President.
oJs/s

'I A t-Nf-

."' ,4 e~$,A~o6 14, 61



April 24, 1941

Mr* arl Po Rumpf, Mnager
Industrial Department
ToledoC chamber of Commeroe
Toledo* Ohio

Dear Mr. umpt

This First Annual Conference on the Negro in Business presented
by the United States Pepartment of Gommeree closed its two day-
session on SaturdayrApril 19th# 1941. Discussions and proposals
presented by businesMen, government specialists and educators
comprised the program agenda.

The business organization of Toledo, Ohio were ably represented
by Mr. Colander To Amith, President, The American Enterprise Asso-
eiation.s

During the Friday session of the Conference, Mr. Imil Sobram,
Oh irnan of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation spoke on Negro
4 zegration and the R. Y 0. At the close of Mr.S Shram's ad*
dr s a disoussion eonaed with reference to certain loan condi.
biks demanded of the American Enterprise Assooiation, Inc. Mr.
Smith who invoked the disossion was invited by Mr. Schram to
confer with him privately Saturday morning. The conference be.

.Stween the R. 7. Q. official, Mr. Smith and Mr. Golden Darby, Secre
taryo The Chicago Negro chamber of Gommerce resulted favorably.

As conditions preoedent to the approval of the loan) the follow.
ing requirements were requested by the Corporation.

1. Presentation to the Corporation of one letter from a
respectable banking institution expressing its willingness
to advance payroll money.

/ 8. A complete list of persons owning satock in the company.

/ /htMr mihraise the som of $19,000.



044

The Division of Negro Affairn is generally.interested in the,
welfare of Negro business enterprises, and especially urges
that in view of the assistance offered by the Corporation,
the Chamber of Gomeroe place at Mr. Smith*s disposal all a4
valuable assistance for the early completion of these arrapgee
ments.

This office will render all available assistance to interested
agenOtes in this venture, and we would appreciate your r adtionp
with refereai to this proposal.

Very truly yours,

&mer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. 8. Department of Comm se



April 24, 1941

TdiUe*TO, 0t404'~o

Dear Mr4 Pa4ttorn4a

The Fr AaZal "0Cnm i Wa 'qp o ns e k1
ah 13 $e pg skof P w t no 4t tn day seetms at0a

Awn- -0., 1940' aousto A proposal 4 **1

A, sht rer at the ws*"# twbstona soT aTsdoae oi

Detag tFr Idy afternooxn seaen whtah nas addresap4 by *.s XSbuI
Sybran. 0krats ot the tRe#ntrnatte4 Mane CorpOraten a dtn*
oeua 4ae wtt reteran* to srtais son ttoa tn conneoti~on

wW he ga*iidP toXtea 4 4r to thet reprnei by Mr.
sith *r ad 4ee -0 rt *. $hashe to t04orrte a

Sparn a W oraln. The ontereasr he
flhsian t S, az *d . Assa w 0a"t tawrae, at a

has y te a r ws wnte 0 S M r repeause byMraon 4a 'etsthat e Ito I* tan saeowe We

0 Presenteat* tso the Corpratton ot a Utter fPeo a rpntable
Sankn 44-ntto* epwteo willtgeoss to saVOnnW pap.

4w The nImsltta to the 0orpwatko of a eAplto list of Stooka

w that *. 6mth tO rqttun to rate a s at $19000,

the Dittao of AfMAt" is iateto4 ta the wfaiwo at f4t*$r
Oa .t o oWt E 'd 00 iwrt that the tIn eI""

sateS t 0  . yt 1*anrde4 41 avattabte assistance.

bs to w* that ftw tater ton to dsin tcomanntton wt
thee r sa tie stk wtU be EZa4 to oompty ith that nrvt*,

YM~etere yegoAtrs,



CLASS OF SERVICE

This is a- full-rate
Telegram or Cable-
gram unless its de-
ferred character is In-
dicated by a suitable
symbol above or pre-
ceding the address. R. S.N

PRESS

WESTER
UNION

WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILL~vER
IDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE EBOARD FIRST V9M-PRESIDENT

?01 D= t
rl SYMBOLS

DL -Day JLetter

NL=Night Letter

LC-DeferredCable,

NLT=Cable Night Letter

SShip Radlogratr

Thefiling time shown in the date line onstelegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. Time ofreceiptisSTANDARD TIME at point of destination

WE148 49 DLC TOEDO OH0 22,242P 1 22 PM 3

EMMER MAR1TNLANCASTER 1Ote

NEGRO ADVISOR DEPT OF COMMERCE

LETTERTOLEDO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND BEADE NOT HERE STOP

MUST HAVE (MMED IATECY STOP 'F NOT ALREADY FORWARDED

iNFORM BOTH PARTYTES COPY OF CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS W[tL BE

SENT THEM WHEN PRINTED STOP SEND ME COPY OF YOUR

COMMUNICATfONS STOP DONT DELAY LEffERS STOP PROGRAM HERE

DEPENDS UPON YOUR LETTER

OLEANDER J SM)ITHr

,EMMER OLANDER5

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS 'SERVICE
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e Charles A*-ShA'
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WATCHTOWER LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
HOME OFFICE: 222 WEST DALLAS AVENUE - P.O.BOX 2097

HoUSToN, TEXAS

March 17, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster,
Adviser on Negro Affairs
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Shaw:

Acknowledgment is made of your letter of March 12,
in which you advise of the conference on the "Negro
In Business" to be held Friday and Saturday, April
18 and 19, in the Department of Commerce Auditorium,
Washington, D. C. It would be a definite pleasure
for me to be able to be in attendance at this conference,
but my schedule at the present time will not permit me
to avail myself of this opportunity. If, however, there
is any service I may render you in this particular section
in connection with any program which may be adopted, I
shall be pleased to do so.

Very truly yours,

Chas. A. Shaw,
Secretary

CAS:tjc

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY AND NOT TO ANY INDIVIDUAL



karch 12, 194

Ir, Charle A. Shaw
itchtoweor Life Insurance Company
222 Wast Dallas Avenue
Houston, Texae

Dear Mr. Sha:

During the past year comunicat ions qero addressed to
you with reference to the formation of a NAtional Negro
Business Oomittee and Conference to affect a more ad-
equate itegration into the Departant of Commerce of
Negtoes engaged in business. Recently, the conference
and committee were approved by the Socitary of Commerce,
and a preliminary announcement thereof has boee; prepared
and submitted to the Devartmont'sc Press Bureau for im-
medite release.

Letpers on file indicate that you approved of this pro-
grea, ad I am pleased to announce that thisl conference
on the tNe~ro 1x Business will be held Friday~ and Satur-
day, April 18th and 19th it the Department of Commerce
Auditorium, Washington, D C.

A' subsequent release containing the sessions, speakers
amd photographs will be distributed shortly. It order
to complete our program and comply' ith the recuwsts of
newspapoes for list of persone attending' the oonferepce,
wVe~ respectfully urge that you send your photograph and ad-

isp us as to your attendance at your very earliest oppor-
tuxnity.

Th2 'Department of Commerce will not b- able to dtray
the .traveling or 'accommrodation expenses of eoSitte
Members, an41d no attendance or registration fee ill be

eq expect your active participation in the conference
d4acussions, and I await your reply

Very tyiL yours,

Amer martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Dppartnit of Comttrerce

EML:dtmb



OFFICE OF

THE DIRECTOR

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1941

Bureau of Foreign and D c Coerce
Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Sir: A

A recent communication received by this Bureau includes

a request for certain information or publications issued by

your office. I have noted below the nature of the request

and the name and address of the writer, who has been advised

that this part of the communication has been referred to

youroffice.

Very respectfully,

Vergil D. Reed
Acting Director.

Miss Catherine Singleton, 522 W. Dibert Avenue,
Springfield, Ohio, requests a copy of the report on
recent Conference on The Negro in Business.



April 2P, 19(1

lion, Enfl S4hret Chlflgn
}boontrflotten rlannw.oprae

Detr 13'r

Thin offtoo rishew to exprs Itsa ppreotatioxt tor your
appoarns and prosentatieS at the priday owntag se
$ion of tehe Qnte.ne on theN oeo in Ntnass. Inore
ual disocuatsz and wItten ooateiations Motwd W
Vits of'te ress pleasew and general bOewtt from

yoursnrooS rn tho pgal and wprocdwn ot the seRons
strattoie s tznee Oorpato~n.

I feel asured thnat 1Tegro busneassanen have a greater
naspoet for your Agenwy by reason of your frak an

tfmatta &Adress.

Stzta all other goversaent offit*als have submitte4
their aaeWla in wtriM& ttr efr puitshed nvl rwe
urge that you VMpareW a sltt to us a wltp mam*
atript of yw addrssfor 4HM publett.

Very tSinrety yeun,

xar Nrtin Jaaser
Adviser ol Ne$ro Attaizn

v 8, epartment at Oosrse



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

July 23, 1941

mr UttSoboas
Prnt0at, N ToT 6ok Rthose

Rw Yrk Otty, nw York

flar Ers Sohrat

A nequ4hs boe pnaoted eto the Sarear*o
for pttsn Ato #*Utsh *a4te4) * ottteta
prteba utmes i%*Annut nena as s Noe

Asnbwane wth oonamA tRa utaha, e,, AwUtUflI M 2*. A.pj you19thonud fto10 A- sY adeseafess

'nttthtnteo*to thae

her semab <h atnese to4013002ro:arow*tbo apsotte0 by this ettn

r t$e Znst

abr vla eaui
sa114ag U. 8. Deoarea oCnns

V



November 28, 1941

Mro AsNNW*se02Mit

Dallas, Towan

the COo*et DStrtlastou Division of O.P*x' has iuitatte
a pnL to mil t nevrouA re sad persont in business,

1t1t*#e fo? retains eontraot ordered,

0 the 10t% of Novaber, three special trans leth Wash.
to tr 0 tow through t the oountf to infornmm*

tooanrs ead atls bussamon as t 44 tetion or the
Catonrt Dtstrbi*Io4 tiston 04 the ptaoen e to *##

e teao ses a M pr soonrensat orthen, Goveraw
iMa ,tttials frea th 4V4pxa Aray, lny saM ahis
Ustia tX aSeapear te trains fnd 4drise 1 ttses

Z* i 3 tw4iwalpthesetty d WoetseIe as

a pnes tn Wtnss who desire tousa
these dets# .VMbtte the date and piaw q these defeais
trai. lwse trains will be on disay Deoember M 4
SeA Mtst4,6 a 4the at DiOtOMbe" 0zbeth at
Da4laq, these spetal tanis are Wb open to the publt,

et Ad*4OUthwere i s by ards teted by ti44 4tfftes
or tie Qm*nra M*Ifrtbetion lt titon of the 04Pf# wt Ioh
tor your tutorntioti locted at the Weder4 Zleetve

ant BufdItng Is $alaS,

the flashington oftte bas ben requested to 4svise th
yutot field oftitf to isolude colored bfsineetse iA

the hspotton tot of these trains, ad I think i ad'
visablo that you Oantet your field eties tamedsttly,

Please let a know th outcome of your efforts

Very truly yourasy

Mdviser on Negro Aff ars
U, 8, Departmt of Cowinewo
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Office of 
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C. C. Spaulding, President LIFE: INSURNCkcVpN

DURHmAM, NORTH CAROLINA

December 2, 1941

Mr Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U S Department of Commerce
Washington, D C

Dear Mr Lancaster:

Your letter of November 25 informing me of
the special trains which will tour the
country is indeed appreciated. I have al-
ready written the office at Charlotte, North
Carolina for admission cards and I shall be
pleased to let you know the outcome of myeffort.

With all good wishes,

Since rs,

C. C. S ul 'n 71

CCSpaulding eb

No Foii~Co~p~~ Wthout North Carolin,,jMuul Polidj"

0

00



November 25, 1941

Mr. 0, 0, tpading
Presiden

Ni o atz Ttro Inuraseo 10o.
Ewhen, north Careia

the Ootatn4 rtstributon Divisen at Ob14 has lnittated
a pla to aV4i to mant&turers and peron in business,
taothtes for defense oentras4 orden.

Q the 1lth o, ONovember, three sp ifal tains left Wash.
"tew for* , o throughout the eonau y to interim saw

tsstnren ad eali bufnseem as to the atuion of the
C04 $ PaDttptane DIVisoA and the procedure to seu
one defend aoombta sand posurement orwrs Govrwa.'
me fit4s frca the 0P,4, MAw, Navy and Mritl

4C 88i08 $f a*OMpany these t hins and advise business.
menI 0n dsee e bnique.

in my this is a opportunty tor Negres in bst.
aso to r atntna with this defense rtie., and
the purpose a? ths omentOiton i to inform you ant

ote prniin* persons in business who destra to inspect
the. dofa. ehibits the date and pa10e of those defense

trat* These trains w11 he on display Pesesbe 9th at
GOresboro, a Deeabotr 10th at Charlotte and A Deaember

18th 4% s0,hs these eet trains are not open t* the
Pnbto, ag4 ad, totea tbon to is by cards issued by field
iotoes of the CDetneb D' ribution Diviaon of the O.PZ,

*hih ter your infornatiwo located at the New Liberby
Life Buiding in Charlotte.

The Whshington offlee has been requested to advise the
various field offices to include s ored businessmen in the
iaspeoton toUr of these trains, and I think +# advisable

that You contat your field office imemiately,

Please let me know the outdone of your efforts.

Very trnly your,

*.=er Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affaire
U. 0, Department of Cametes

A

/
/
1



October 1, 1940

Mr* 0, 0. Spaulding, President
North Carolina Mutual Life Insuranoe Co.
Durham, North Carolina

Dear J'. Spaulding$

I presuse th prbeasure of business has prevetkted yon 
from further oonsideration of my recent invitation to ,
bosome a meaper of the National Negro Bisiness Aftiso

ounoiL The date$ of the oenfereoe of this Co oil
have been statively set for November 8t had 9
At this w ia~S forty,*sir proaiaent profesor a b-
sigmIeh la"e assepted membership on the anOowI11 Aq
among those of eminene., only yours andi the too ptAso
of Dr, F f. Patterson are absent *

As a part of his program# we are planng a zs a4et-
inrg Friday evknimg, November 8th. The o tte 4 ires
that Drf Pttreon ct as chairman of the eting,
that the pria*bly speakers will be you dn o
Josse S Jones Secretary of Commerce.

I hope to secure approval of this oonferenoe at the,
elose of the week, ad thereafter full doa in b
letin form will be published.

Please write me your reactions at your earli6t oppor*
unity.

Respeotfully yours,

Smer Martin Laneast r
Adviser onNegro Aff*rs,
U. S Department of Icmerce-o

EML:DMil
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Office of
C. C. Spauldin~g, president

M wi~uAL

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA

October 4, 1940

Mr EM Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U S Department of Commerce
Washington, D C

Dear Mr Lancaster

I have carefully considered your request to
have me serve on the National Negro Busi-
ness Council and regret I am unable to
give you a favorable reply. I must of neces-
sity relinquish a few of my responsibilities
and it would be unwise to accept additional
assignments. I am sorry I cannot serve.

Best wishes,

Ve yours,

. . pau 1 nh

CCSpaulding eb

No Horne Compulet Without North Carolina Muutul Policies.
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Office of
C. C. Spaulding, President

MuTUAL
LIE INURNC - PANY

DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA

August 21, 1940

Mr E M Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
Department of Commerce
Washington, D C

Dear Mr Lancaster

Mr Spaulding is out of the office for a few days,
but before leaving asked that I acknowledge re-
ceipt of your letter of August 15.

He asked that I mention to you the meeting of
the National Negro Business League to be held in
Detroit, Michigan August 28, 29, and 30. He ex-
pressed the opinion that the League and your De-
partment could be of mutual help to each other.

He will communicate with you later concerning his
serving as a member of your Advisory Council.

I trust you will find it possible to attend the
meeting in Detroit.

V7 truly yours,

erry
Secretary to M Spaulding

I

"No Honie Complete Without North Carolina Mutual Poliicer



August 16$ 1940

-w. O. 0. Spauling
North Carolina1 4atual
Life Insuranoe Company
DurhamI North Carolinia

Dear Mr6 Spauldins

Recently a letter was addressed to you containing proof.
posals for the formation of a National Negro Business
Advisory Counoil to which you replied favorably. The
purpose of this oomanioation is to ascertain if you
will serve as a *eniber thereof.

Details petaining to the program and 4to of the on*
forenoe will be outlined later in the forn of a Depart.
menat release.

I await your reply,

Respectfully yours#

$=mr Martin Lanostr
Ad seir on ero Affairs
U. *8 Department of Commeroe*

IMLi DMEI



DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA

June 26, 1940

Mr Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U S Department of Commerce
Washington, D C

Dear Mr Lancaster

Acknowledgment is made of your letter of June eighth.

While I have not had .an opportunity, as yet, to give
serious consideration to the matter discussed in

your letter,- I am of the opinion that such a confer-
ence as you have in mind should be called in Washing-
ton in the Department of Commerce. It occurs to me,
also, that a smaller group of men - considerably less
than fifty - could compose thie Council and this group
should include persons who would be able to finance
such a trip.

I think your plan has merit and no doubt it could be
worked out very effectively.

Best wishes,

Ve ours,

C . S A U L IN G P R~ si a wC .; FC . ?-

b

NO HOMD COMPlETS WITHOUT NORTH CAROLINA MUTUAL PotICIRS

June 2, 194



June.8, 1940

1&,w Co Co $pauldix%*, ?reidnt
North Carolina AlutulLits euance C&

D ear r. 8$paulditgt'

The Dpart -,uit f' Qodrore is interested in asststin Negro
bus iiueseitb*11eir problewns as they relate to Governmental
regiuwtion r, tbwb -,un rtunataly, .aoept for sttst3.oaldata.

UPOA,- re'tal establihiaents, and their'l noormes . weha"every
litt*~.kno,,4'of,- their problems* -Inormation petftaining
the~t@±i~my ptziitl an'be aoquirod only througiA e iu

of -- antaot wt2e~dr1Governeat., X havre in *ind the
r.Ort itiou n''er Business Advisory Counoil or Imitto,
stif1lkr- t th&-I$#Usinesse dyisory 06unil which Mtrit at the
*afl of tbe 8or-t.ryof Cmmee, to roooww~nd and-advise
manodi of ip nbusinesiq by Goverimental e&sei#1~nOO,

ii od b4, ple~&t learn your-views on such an organizations

I -pr6s ta hi eraOwConcil should be composed of fit
or "o promien egrbasinossmen'throughout the country
V6h' a"e Yp ssenttv~i6 of 'all. types-of bus iness inalvdirtg

fiZ Lial and sManuiidturing Interests, retail and wholesale

Of 0oursai I sould not expect--these men., serving voluntarily, to
sedmonoy'.for, a trip to Washington to- discuss these matters,#

bait they ''oild..6wet with us at the, conference of the National
Negro hBusinoisojLeague in Detroit, Kohigan, this auuimer or at
othertimes most bownniont to, the majority of the ao=(,.ttee*

I shall be pleased to have
proposals *

your reations with refrence to thej0

Rspotfully yours,

Emmer Martin Lanoaster
Advisor on Magro Affairs,
U.# 8. Departmnt of Commere,#

RML dmh
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August 27, 1940

Mr. Edward S mons, Prop.
Oeean Fish Company
Charleston, S. C,

Dear Mr. Simons a

The Department of Commere is intptested in atesisting
Negro businesses wi th ther probi*k as they relate to
Governmnental re lationskbat ui rtunately5  xoopt for
statistioal dats upon etail establishabats add their in*
*omes, We ha** ry litti. knowledge of heir problems.
Information perIaining tharato in my option on be &e*
quired orly bbugh a aed$um Pf conta, with the Federal
Governmentu , I have Io ni d the foriation of a 1fegro.Busi.
nes Adisory olunoI" or committee eitla to the Business
Advisory Coundl which meets at the call of the Seoretary
of Cormmeree, o recommend and advise methods of improving
business by vrernmental assistance

I propose thOt thio Ngro Council sho 1d be composed of
fifty or mor4 promine t Negro businessmen throughout the
country whire representative of all types of business
including inanoih and manufacturing interests, retail
and wholesle e9 ishmnuts.

Rosentlyrotessor 4se Wv Lewis and 4gsociate Professors
H. Naylo, Fitshugh a&d James B Mitche Liof the Depart.
ment of commerce and inanec, Howard Udit rsity, conferred
with ms" th refereade to the foregoing, Out of this Oon*o
ferenoaeeveral propo als were made with reference toward
using t' Negro Adviaory office of thehDepartment of Como
merce ai a clearing hdvee for all Negr businesses through*
out theicountry portanin g to (a) busighes ad nistration
'x%* f I usn se#bsntslo 6 b e deter,.
mined/Oy maintaining & \ ist furnished 'by the sohools of
all 9icioe students applying for jobs (in rious types of
bust o see and a list those businieedes &esirias expert

li
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emPlOYees ff oo10lleexperietide, (c) actualstudias to
be made avaUl&b.e for the bandfit of sMwall 14s~ro'bus i-
neSSeS, (d) 1i *onf'erenas to be I alled'!idahe~Id in the
auditorium., 4 the 1Departmaont o omwr4~e &124its u84e
thereof as headquarters for the proposed ocimwitteie of'
rhioh the pr6fessorx of business adminitrt cOnurses

in ogo m~itutions will' be mmes

I shl preaeyu ~~tone Wi th rence t* these
proposals, anld I omait your ilie Iiate re y

~mmer artinI 1anoter
Adviser on -4go A'f&irz,
U& S* Departiaent ot Oonneroe*

EML MINI~
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WATCHTOWER LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
HOME OFFICE: 222 WEST DALLAS AVENUE - P0.BOX 2097

Housro, TEXAS

November 5, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster, Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C.

Dear Dr. Lancaster:

Acknowledgment is made of your letter of October 29,
with reference to your conference of the proposed
National Negro Business Advisory Council being post-
poned until a later date. In answer to your inquiry
with reference to my willingness to continue to serve
as a member of this Council, I am advising that I shall
be very pleased to serve in any way possible.

Very truly yours,

Chas. A. Shaw,
Secretary

CAS:tjo

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY AND NOT TO ANY INDIVIDUAL

Al



October 29, 1940

Mr. tes A* shar# . rntz7r

a*t ft ass se 00a

awr n sho *ws

the e*atrnen of this propoe4 16Was4tNero
a4nnest Adv ory cOntl plonf the squi

Of tb pOtntf Canrba'bon post
pedittlaelatc dta tuoderthatthe

*.4 Seretry of Caneethe
Sons, any be &deqte ppt.

SWo ei4 or#Metast pla tat
te.r *istidsea.

This prgna nhas nat been atapproted and the
q4*teflswill go towd a an early date

tat year PL a044it yef will onti
to e". as a of the oatle

cordially your

IRLs pJ

Ifear 4asLeasaster
eviser on ego Aftar

Us o Dop 6ftmat ofncg

F Itt



WATCHTOWER LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
HOME OFFICE: 222 WEST DALLAS AVENUE - P0.BOX 2097

HoUSTon, TEXAS

September 10, 1940

Mr. Emrner Martin Lancaster, Adviser on Negro Affairs
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Acknowledgment is made of your letter of September 1, which
was written for the purpose of ascertaining if I would serve
as a member of' the National Negro Business Advisory Council
concerning which you wrote me several days ago. I shall be
pleased to serve as a member of this council and shall make
an effort to cooperate in its program in such manner as to
make it an effective unit of progress.

I shall appreciate receiving from you details pertaining to
this program and any other information which you see fit to
furnish.

Very truly yours,

Chas. A. Shaw,
Secretary

CAS:tjc

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY AND NOT TO ANY INDIVIDUAL



September 1 1940

Mr Charles A. Abe
General Mknage6,r
Wathtowr Life Isuraance o.a
BoustonT ?exas

Dear r Shaws

Recently a letter was addressed to you containing pro"
posals for theontrmation of a -National Negro Busiuess
Advisory SCouset to whiah you replied favorably. The
purpose of this channiotation is to asoertaie if you
will serve as a member thereof.

Details portaintag to the program sad date of the oono
ferease will be otlined later in the fom of a Departo.
st telease.

I await your reply.

Respectfully yours,

amwer Martin Laneaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U. 8. Department of Commrose

EML i DMH



WATCHTOWER LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY
HOME OFFICE: 222 WEST DALLAS AVENUE-P.O.BOX 2097

HOUSTOIw, TEXAS

August 30, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster, Adviser on Negro Affairs
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I have read with a great deal of interest the information con-
tained in your letter of August 27, with reference to the de-
sire of the Department of Commerce to be of definite assistance
to Negro businesses with their problems. I concur in your
opinion that any knowledge of the problems of our businesses can
only be acquired through a medium of contact with the Federal
Government and I believe that the most logical medium would be
through the formation of the Negro Business Advisory Council which
you have in mind. It is my opinion, however, that if this council
is to be of any benefit either to the government or Negro businesses
it should be composed of a cross section of well informed, practical
business men who have had a successful experience in the varied
fields of business mentioned by you. I am not inclined to believe
that this council, or any other medium of contact with the Federal
Government, will be of very much value if its personnel is composed
of theorists. In my opinion, the greatest opportunity facing the young
Negro man and woman today is in the field of business, but there is a
great need for our young people to be apprized through some medium
of these opportunities which are awaiting exploitation by trained men
and women who are willing "to give what it takes" and Will take ad-
vantage of these opportunities.

One of the greatest problems facing the life insurance companies
owned and operated by our group is the problem of trained agency
material, who have a vision of the great opportunity which lies
in this field and who are willing to apply themselves in such
manner as to become definite assets of any organization with which
they might become associated. In spite of this crying need by
every one of our life insurance companies I do not know of any
educational institution which is definitely supplying this need
with worthwhile material.

I shall be very pleased to cooperate with you in any manner you

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY AND NOT TO ANY INDIVIDUAL
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8-30-40
Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster:

may desire that will result in some definite and constructive
results in enabling our various businesses to solve the numerous
problems with which they are confronted.

With every good wish, I am

Very truly your

Chas. A. Shaw,
Secretary

CAS: t jc



August 27, 1940

MW. Charles A. Shaw
General Manager
Watohtower ife Insuranoe Co
Houston, eas

Dear Mr. Shaws

The Department of Comerce is interested in assisting
Negro businesses with their problems as they relate to
Goveraenal relations, but fortunately, exoept for
statistical data upon retail establishments and their in*
comes , we have very little knowledge of their problems.
Information pertaining thereto in my opinion can be see.
quired only through a medium of contact with the Federal
Government* I have in mind the formation of a Negro Busi-
ness Advisory Counil or committee similar to the Business
Advisory Coueoil which meets at the call of the Secretary
of Comeroe, to recommend and advise methods of improving
business by Governmental sasistance,

I propose that this Negro Council should be composed of
fifty or more prominent Negro businesses throughout the
country who are representative of all types of business
including financial and manufacturing interests* retail
and wholesale establishments.

Recently Professor *sseW . Lewis and Associate Profassore
H. Naylor Fitshugh and James B Mitchell of the Depart"
ment boft Canmere anid Finaa9o, toward University, conferred
with me with referee to the foregoing* O0t of this oone
forence several proposals were Made with reference toward
using the Negro Advisory office of the Department of Coa*'
maero as a clearing house for all Negro businesses through*
out the country pertaining to abs ines aministrati
curricula in vArlous Negro InsW~UuG~n,'tb) Piaeenomor
itudents in business establishments this would be deter
mined by maintaining a list furnished by the schools of
all choice students applying for jobs in various types of
businesses anid a list ofitthose businesses desiring expert



employees of college experience, (o) faotual studies to
be made available for the benefit of small Negro busi-
nesses, (d) a conference to be called and held in the
auditorium of the Department of Comerce and its use
thereof as headquarters for the proposed committee of
whieh the professors of business administration courses
in Negro institutions will be members.

I shall appreciate your reactions with reference to these
proposals, and I await your immediate reply.

Respectfully your*,

ZAmer Mrtin Lanoaster
Advisor on egro Affairs,
U. 8. Department of Oiaeree.

3WlithsM



VIRGINIA STATE COLLEGE FOR NEGROES
PETERSBURG. VIRGINIA

JOHN M. GANDY, PRESIDENT WILLIAM A. ROGERS, SECRETARY

LUTHER H. FOSTER
TREASURER-BUSINESS MANAGER

August 16, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
Washingt on, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

In reply to your letter of recent date, I shall be very
happy to serve as a member of the National Business Advisory
Council.

G. G. Singleton,
GGS.



I'

August 15, 1940

Professor G. Go Singleton
Virginia State College for Negroes
Petersburg, Virginia

Dear Professot Sngletont

Recently a letter was addressed to you containing pro*
posale for the formation of a Lfattonal Negro Business
Advisory Ooanol to which you replied favonbly, The
purpose of this comniestion is to ascertain it you
will serve as a member thereof.

Detail pertaining to the program and date of the son"
ference will be outlined later in ihe form of a Depart*
sent release.

I await your reply,

espeattualy yours,

Emer Martin Lanoaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs,
ui. S. Department of Comerce.

EEL:sDM11



June 290 1940

Dr# 4 G. Singleton, Seoretaty
Virginia Trade Assoiation
Virginia State College for Negroes
Petersburg# Virginia

Dear Mr. Sagltoms,

Your recent letter with refereaoe to the proposed
Business Advisory Council is mot enocuraging. I
shall attend the Virginia Trade Aesooiation Conven.
tion Sunday at Hampton lastitute.

Yours respeotfully,

Ramer Martin lnoaster
Advisor on Negro Affaira
U. S. Department of Comeroe.

MO~sM



June. 240 1940

Profosaor G* G* Sinl&eton
VirgniaState College foer Negroes

Potersbur, Virginia

Doar Professor Singletons

Yesterday oonfererne was 1iarsssive ad I appreoiat.
yoo? Imttin I shall b.'pleasod if' you send4 me a..1
program-of yesterdays events anad prooeedinge# antd a
rosoer f'or miy "atling list of' the attenading~ doegatos and
their business conme ions

Respetfully yours,,

EIoer Wartin Lawzaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs,
ti. Be Departmenat of' Coeree



VIRGINIA STATE COLLEGE FOR NEGROES
PETERSBURG. VIRGINIA

JOHN M. GANDY. PRESIDENT 
WiLLIAM A. ROGERS, SECRETARY

LUTHER H. FOSTER
TREASURER-BUSINESS MANAGER

June 12, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs,
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Your idea regarding the appointment of a Negro Business Advisory
Council, as expressed in your letter of June 8, is an excellent one.
It is certainly gratifying to know that the Department of Commerce is
interested in the problems of Negro business.

My first impression is that the great majority of Negro business
men are completely uninformed regarding Governmental regulations and the
services that Governmental departments can redner for them. They have
never been called in to sit around the conference table and the men who
have preceeded you in office have been content with the collection of the
type of statistical data you mentioned. This is not meant as a reflection
on them. They did all they could, I guess.

I believe you have the right approach to the situation. It is
necessary to contact the men who are actually in business, the men who
have the problems, whatever they are.

The Virginia Trade Association holds its annual conference at
Hampton Institution, Hampton, Virginia., on Sunday,,June 23, 1940. Many
business men from all parts of the state will be there to discuss their
problems. I want to extend to you a special invitation to be present at
this meeting. The occasion offers an opportunity for you to give us some
enlightenment as to how and to what extent the Government can and will
assist Negro business. May I urge you to make every effort to be present?

I shall be happy to co-operate with you in any way that I can in
putting your proposal as to the Advisory Council into effect.

Very ly yours

GGS:lpg



June 8, 1940
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Dr. George C. Singleton, President
Virgiis Trade Association

VirgniaStae Got'lege

Dea Pr ±geton a

The ttof Oommers e is interested in assistAg legro
busi pea we heir problems as they relate toGoveramental
rega athinS, at fort ately, except for alatiatical data
upon rektil ei7blioahents and their 'aoomes, weiave very
Little oiedeof their problem*. Information prtaining
there my ion can be acquired only through a Medium
at cone Governuent. I have in-sind the
t ton t o siness Advisory C;ouncil o' committee

ilar to the $ ea A4dvisory Councti tWhich me ts at the
kl of te Soe'e ary of Comerce, to recnetad qnd advise

I woul4 be pleased to -a" n your views on such an organization
as welt is other probte*s relating thereto.

I propose tha tgin Negro Coupoil should be composed of fifty
or adre pi Negro businessmen throughout the country
who are represtaeive 4a all types of bu4nieas ioluding
tiaial and anuthcturing interests, retail and whoesale
establismuenta.

Of course I could not expect these men serving voluntarily, to,
s89s 6d ofor a trip to Washington to discuss these matters#
but thpy oo4d meet with us at the conference of the National
Negro Bunines League in fetroit, Michigan, this summer or at
other times most convenient to the majority of the committee.

I shall be pleased to have your reactions-with reference to these
proposals.

Respectfully yours,

Ener Martin Lancaster

Q9%% IMWa orase..
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VIRGINIA STATE COLLEGE FOR NEGROES
PETERSBURG. VIRGINIA

JOHN M. GANDY. PRESIDENT WILLIAM A. ROGERS. SECRETARY

LUTHER H. FOSTER
TREASURER-BUSINESS MANAGER

October 24, 1940

Attorney Nmmer ivartin Lancaster
adviser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce

chington, B. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

It is regrettable that the conference of the proposed
National Negro Pusiness Advisory Council must be postponed
at this time. The postponement, however, is understandable
in view of the re-organization plans of the new Secretary
of Commerce.

The fact that your program has not been disapproved is
indeed encouraging. I shall be glad to continue to serve
as a member of the Council.

ours - uly,

G. G. Sin leton

GSS
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otobor 23, 190

Kr, G. Go Sta'0 bm
Vlrginta State Cofleg. ForNero
P*t*fbfl, flrgtata

Te *r nqthea pntsZatl1e

mn4a n, hs an t4
pont aw at e4 a order tat ts

sentzr*&wtantes*

Th$e 8 e *0 boon ttpproWdo athe
4fWth So ton west t .n'2rl M~t

mint yeanr ?Ueas. .Ahe t you wISl entime
to earve at a waer of te antl.

0ordAil yours,

ar Kftfltan"ain
VAignr cii Nogrs Aroatrt
USa Delarketa of Commrn

Wheded



August 23, 1940

. John H, Songptoke
Chicago Defender
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Me r#Segataskes

Resetly a letter was addressed to you containing pro*
poemls for the formation of a National Negro Business
Adisory council to whieh you replied favorably. The
purpose of this communication is to assertain if you
will serve as a member thereof*

Details pertainzi to the progrm and date of the oone
ferene will be outlined later in the form of a Depart-
ment release

I await your reply.

Respectfully yours,

Sumer Martin Laneaster
Adv e on Negro Affairs,
U. * Department of Commeroe#

MOLsDW
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August 29, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I appreciate very much your invitation to become a member
of the National Negro Business Advisory Council, but be-
cause pressing business will necessitate my remaining in
Chicago~for at.least the next three months, I feel that I
must, for the time being, refuse the honor,

However, I am deeply interested and should like to become
affiliated with the Council as soon as my business permits.
Certainly I should like to remain in touch with the enter-
prise and be informed as to the progress of it.

With best wishes for success, I am

Yours very sincerely,

- oEmOEXTS. ABBOTTR rULISHIN\"G. COMPANY

P.S. Will you be good enough to send me the Department re-
lease outlining the details of the program, when such is

availabe.
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October 21, 1940

1x. E~mner Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Yegro Affairs
U.S. Department of Coi merce
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I have your letter informing me that the proposed con-
ference of the National Negro Business Advisory Council
has been postponed. We shall be pleased to develop a
news story from the statement of the Council which you
were kind enough to enclose and will send you a copy of
same upon publication.

Whenever further plans for the conference are made, I
shall be glad to receive notice of them.



October 19, 1940

Mr dJobs HeSengtacke
Th OChtseo Defender
Ghles, 11ltaos

96ar Mr. esougutaoke

The oonferezse of the proposed ational Ngro Nuess
Adviary4 Cunauel, upon the request of the tpartment of

movqt htQ been postvnt tnt a later date A order
that the n4y Sppoited Qeretraty of Coneroee th oRan*

4 8, SomJun* ay have 4dgutea opportunity to offot
depfmental oorganiation which is n ian4er conide*A

The progaa hs not been disapprond bWt will go forwart
sas nefygte wts yeat. Wnetlesh4lya the same 444a

has box itoted in al the cuno0 bureaus wher ae
pluns w I*her condLersdon,

Stno"A yow will find a sttaen * of the pwope#* no*
tren* sad ea($om4 with zo ptse fro letters of the
who iave apnoed the program You m se this inform
tion as a ass itam if you think it to ftting.

Very respeatfaly yours

naerOAv rtin L;ranfsrs
ENGL* Mviter on Negro Affaire

SIhio '480ftapartment of Com=*r*



August 15, 1940

WO. N, 8. StUar, Vice President
Universal Life Iasuranoe Company
Waphiss Tennssee

Dear Mr *Stuart*

Shoestly a letter was addressed o you ontaining prow
posals for the formation of a Na*onal egro Business
Advisory Oounoil to whiaeh you repked favorably. The
purpose of this eo uoanation As to assertain if you
will serve as a membr thereof.

etile pertaining to the program m"d date of the eoon
feronoe will be outined later in the for* of a Depart
ambt release.

I ait your reply.

Respectfu1 y your*,

amer martia Lane&aster
Adviser on "egro A fairs,
U. 8. Deps.-badnt ot Commeroe.

WOW:aMR



TELEPHONES

CAPITAL STOCK $100,000.00 FULLY PAID
HOME OFFICE: 234 HERNANDO STREET

ice of MemphisTcnn.
SM.S.STUART, McePres.

Aug. 17, 1940

Department of Commerce,
Washington, D.C.
Attention of Mr.(?) Emmer Martin Lancaster,
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U.S. Department of Commerce.

Dear Sir:(?)

Replying to your letter of August 15, 1940, I wish

to state that I shall be very glad of the opportunity

to be of servicepto our business as a member of the

National Negro Business Advisory Council; and I there-

fore accept the honor contained in your kind invitation

of above mentioned date.

I await with interest the release of the details of the

organization.



of
~f.CM.S. STUART, I'lcePres.

CAPITAL STOCK $100OOO.O0OFULLY PAID
HOME OFFICE: 234 HERNANDO STREET

'MemphisTenn.

November fTirst 1
9
4
0

My dear Mr Lancaster:

Your letter of October 28 to Mr M S
Stuart finds him again confined to the hospital where
he has just submitted to the second and major operation
in an effort to correct the eye ailment with which he
has been troubled.

I have told him of the contents of
your letter and he wishes me to assure you that he will
be pleased to continue as a member of the Council and
is, in fact, rather relieved that he will have some time
in which to improve his physical condition before active
pursuance of the program commences so that he may give
full and unhampered cooperation.

Mr Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U S Department of Commerce
Washington



Otober 28 1940

Ut. 1 8, Stuart# Vioe Pre4t*eek
universalLife ZsuraWo COmpa
284 ernando Street

Dear NW* atuart

The *oerence of the proposed National Negro
BusineMs Advisory Council, pmn the request

ofthe tepartent of Conteroo* has been post
poed *41 a late date in order that the

awW -tppointed Seoretary of Conmeree, the
Hels, 4esse H* Jones, xaay have adequate oppor*
ti*4t to effoo resorganisation plans now
adanstde1,4t6r"ic.

This prgrexm has uot been disapproved and the
coftfloe will go forward at an early date
zext yar, Please advise If you will cottiUe
to nor*s as a inetter of the Covnil

Cordiatll yours#

Emmr Martin Lanoastor
Adviser on Nogto Affairs
US 4tpartment of COnnero
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4 5-4551

CAPITAL STOCK $100,OOO.OOFULLYPAID
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iof Mmhsen
Ofi M.S.STUART, kicePres McmphisTcnn.

J u 1 y
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Dear Mr Lancaster:

This acknowledges receipt of your letter of July
9 to Mr M S Stuart and I have to advise that Mr Stuart is out of the
office for a short time because of an eye ailment for which he has

just undergone an operation.

However, I have read to him your letter and he
has asked that you be informed of his approval of the general plan
outlined in your letter since it is his opinion that such an Advisory

Council is greatly needed and could be of material assistance to the

Negro in the business field.

I am sure you understand that Mr Stuart is not in
condition to concentrate a great deal upon the details for the
working out of such an Advisory Council nor the date of conference;
and he asks, therefore, that you accept this letter as an indication
of his willingness to serve in any way possible as may be in keeping
with any plan worked out by you and those with whom you have con-

sulted.

. o M SS t

Mr Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U 8 Department of Cmnerce
Washington
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August 21, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Thank you for your letter of August 16 informing me
of the advisability of establishing a Negro business.
advisory council which would meet at the call of the
Secretary of Commerce to recommend and advise methods
of improving business by government assistance.

We feel that such a council would be of immeasurable
value in solving and correcting the many problems we
are confronted with. We heartily agree with the pro-
posal and any assistance we can be in hastening the de-
velopment of such a council, please call upon us.

With kind regards, I am

Yours very truly,



Auguset 16., 1940

11r. John U. 8iastaeke* ?Publisher
Chicag~o Defender*
Chioeago, Illinois

Dear Mro Singstaoke:

The.Depar~mant of Coameroe Is interested in assisting
Negro businesses with their problems as they relate to
G~overnmaTetal regulations# but unfoxtumtyi exoept for
staistiol data upon retail establishwnts and their in,"~
cOOMes, we have very little knowledge-of their problem*.
Inforz4atin pertaining thereto In my opinion oan be aow
quired only thiou~gh a medium of contact with the Federal
Government. I have in mind the formation of a Xw~o Buzoi-
u1ss "visory Oounoil or oomnitteae similar to the Blusiness
Adviso ry Oouncil which meets at the call of the Secretary
of Comrerea# to reeommeu4 and advise methods of improving
busites by Governmental assistance.

I proposeIthat this ifepo Counoil should be composed of
fifty' or -more prominent Negro businessmen -throughout the
country *ho are representeative of all types of business
inoluins financial and manufacturing Interests# retail

sm wholesale establishments*

Reeenily Professor Jesse We Lewis and Astociate Professors
no Nfty~or fltshush and Jams £ Mitahell of the Depart,"
ment of Comaozroe and Fimno,, lHoward Univerity# conferred
with mns with referenoe to the toregoing.v Out of this con.P
forenao~ sevral proposals were mde with'reference toward
using a e .gro Advisory ptoff-eof the Department of Comm,
Meros ,.a a Olearinhg house for all Ilegro businesses through.
out the country pertinin to (a) business administration our-
rioula; in various Negro Institutions,, (b) placement of
studen a in business establishments; this would be deter,*
mined y maintaining a list furnished by the schools of
all Ohb1,oe students applying for jobs in various types of
businesses and a list of those businesses desiring eo~rt
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employees of ollege experience, (c) factual studies to
be made available for the benefit of small Negro busi-
nessess (&) a conference to be called and held in the
auditorium of the Department of Commerce and its use
thereof as headquarters for the proposed committee of
which the professor of business administration courses
in Negro institutions will be members.

I shall appkeeiate your reactions with reference to these
proposal, and I await your immediate reply.

Respeetfully yours

Emer Martin Lanoanster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U. S. Department of Commerce.
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