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Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

U. 8. Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Reference is made to your letter of November 12 requesting
information as to the names and locations of motion picture
theatres in Texas owned and operated exclusively by Negroes.

I regret that I do not have the information you request;
doubtless, you wiil have to write Negro leaders in the respective
Texas towns on this subject. The theatres in Dallas, patronized
by Negroes are owned by whites. The State and Harlem Theatres
are owned by the True Film Company. The Majestic Theatre is owned
: by the Inter-State Circuit Incorporated. These are the theatres
y ‘ in Dallas where Negroes attend.

Very truly yours,

A, Maceo Smith, President
; Texas Negro Chamber of Commerce

AMS/rlf
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Januery 14, 1942

¥, A, N8eeo &ui’gh, Progidenty
Texes Nogro Chasbiy of Comerce
8147 Gand Street

Dal M;‘ tfms :

Doy m, M‘%&h;

F?"W@ iaqﬁimﬁ hava b@ax; drected to thin office
for informmbtion feito varlous businesses silusted in all
- segetions of the Country, We have boen unable to comply with
thone a-e;a\mw hmm @f maeqm’ge wfammim &g to Wir
~ {denbd ‘*J;?‘;g 2 |

ol your Orgm&smim bes vmg:m& & directory of Negro
sd businesses 1 ybur community, the Dopariment of Commoros
' ylam&& ‘W mw&w a aumpiimanm DY

Tery sinserely yours,

Emmpy Martin Lencester

Il T Adwiser on Negro Affairs
I Ue 5e¢ Dopurtmgnt of Commsroe
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does ﬁ presluds you from selooting

ot e

January 24, 1942

4

¥r, A, Heceo Smith, Presidemt

Texps Hegro Jhamber of Commerce

8345 Good Strest

Dear Mr. Smith:

. My, Jesse H. Jones, Seoretary of Commerce, has advised all sgencles
within the Deperthent to revise their peacetim progrems to mest the
energoncies of the presemt war conflict, Accordingly, the Division
of Negro Affairs has replaged its pre-war program with the enclosed
plan of action which has bosh approved by the Office of the Secretary,
(me have received & letber from Mr. Albon L. Holsey, explaining
the nature of our recent conferemve wherein it was agreed that the
Reglonsl Vice Presidents of the Leagus shall serve as State Chairmen,)

T respeckfully urge thek you ascept the Cheirmanship of your Stele Plane
. nfng ©

.,

thet you notify the members of Ewe-Twhiennl
g2 8a g 3L Lo a‘a”"" Boo o ST AT R » ﬁm
: other persons of your cholce, nor
aragitn restrieted as to the technigue snd proosdure of execubing’this
plER of sotion. Furthevmore, you wre ab liberty to amend, alter, or

ES

P A N R

~ amplify this plogrem &nd your eriticism of this ondesvor is mexm,

The Seoond Anmual Conference on the Fegro in Pusiness, which tha

Pepartment of Commerce hay nob yet fimelly approved, is tentatively

schaduled for April 10th-1lth, 1942, All Stebe Chelrmen will be urged
%o sttend this conferencs mnd present in pérdew e.ppport of thelr rg-
spective State activitiese These reporty will by 'ihcludes im the offie
einl eonference procevdinze of the Deparitment of Commerse amd disbtributed
widely among organizations, Masinegsmen, govermment speclalists, librarles,
ond other Inberested persons,

Plensqe advise me iumedistely if you will accept this ssesipmment,
Very sincerely yours,
Bemer Martin Lencesber

Adviser on Negro Affalrs
Use S¢ Dopertment of Commaeros

B¥L s Om)
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Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster

Adviser on Negro Affairs

United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. lancasterz:

Reference is made to your letter of January 14 inquiring
about a Directory of Negro Owned Businesses in Dallas,

Enclosed is a complimentary copy of the Dallas Negro City
Directory which I think will be helpful to you in preparing
answers to questions about Dallas., I suggest that in your
press releases you make mention of this achievement of the
Dallas Negro Chamber of Commerce, giving full credit to the
publisher,

Very truly yours,

A. Maceo Smith, President

TEXAS NEGRO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
encl.

ANS/rlf
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Mareh 20, 1941

liry Jemes H, &M, Prosident
Winshington Real Eebeto Brokers Assos
11 Flordds Avenus, Ns W,
"gﬁlm; Dy G

Dear Mry soamr

mm Affaire wolledts the mppare of
your organifstion end wrges the wenbership to attend end
rmmwm the seashon dlsoussions whish will be open
Yo the publis,

The enolossd mlme am:w exnorpts from perscfis whe
have ssoribed Yo this progran,

Vory simwerely yours,

Epmoyr Mertin Lencester

Adviser om Negro Affeirs
Enole Us B¢ Dmpartment of Commerve
EML e dnj




Ny lm Je %my, Smya%tmr
Commores

nmim ond egmﬂmm

The mﬁﬁm& Negro Monirs solisibs the suppors of
sabilon end urges the membership to abbend and
;&n ¥he sgssion dissussions which will be spen

The enclogsd nﬁn  sontedny excerpbs from persons who
hisve asoribed to this program,

Vory sincarely yours,

By Mertin Lanogster
Advizer on Negro Affuirs
Ue Se Departusnt of Coumeros

Boels
BML e dnd




Earch 27, 1941

firs. Egsther Popel Shaw

Nations)l Assoecibtion of College Women
1111 Columbia Road, ¥, ¥,

Jushington, D. C.

Deoar ¥rs. Shaws

The First Aanuai Confaremce of Negro Business sponsored
by the Regro Affairs Division of the Departmeant of Com~
merce will be held in the Department Auvditoriwe, Friday
and Saturday, April 18th ond 19th., Sessiops will be
held during the dey beginping =t 10:00 s.m., and closing
&t 5:00 p.m, Subseguent releases will comtain further
information as to the scssions and spsakers,

The Division of Negro Affuirs solicits tha support of
your orgenization end urges the membership to attend amd
participate in the session dlscussions which will be open
to the publie,

The snclosed relesse contains excerpts from persons who
heve ascribed to this program.

Vary truly yours,
Emmer Martin Luncuster

Adviser on Naogro affairs
U. S. Dgpartment of Commerce

3L dmb
Encl,

PO A 1
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Mapch 19, 1943

Dre We Gy Shamons, President
Beimi) Drusglet Assoeiation
207 8 %m%. Eg W«

- Washingbon, Ds
~ Dwar Dre Smg
 The firsk Aumuil fonference of Vegro Business sponsored

by the N«r ro Aflalre Division of the Departument of Conpe
meves will bo hald ia the Department Auditorium, Fridey
and &mmm, April 18th snd 1%11. Sessions will be
held during She diy beginniug ob /D00 Bame, end closing
ak 5100 pane Sﬁ%:manm roleases will contain further

Mamﬂw w ‘w maim sm& agx«sﬁmm@

The mmm #ﬁ‘ ibiﬁgm mmm solielbs Yhe supporh of
your ovganisation aud urges the mewbership Yo attend eud

: y&rﬁﬁiwﬁa in ﬁm segaion aimmsim whioeh will be open

o the publics -

The enslétdad rel p oontaing exedrpts from persons who
have astribed to 3hYs progrome

Very alncerely yours,

Bamer Merbia Lancester

Adviser on Hegre Affairs
Enole Us S¢ Department of Commeroe
Bk dng
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April 3, 1441

Rev. X, C, Swmith

Pagtor, Xetropolitep Baptist Church
1217 R 3treet, N. W,

Washington, D. U,

Dear Rev, Smith:

“The enclossed release conbains an snnouncement of o confersnce

on the Negro in Business to be held ip the Commerce Auditorium
Fridey and Saturday, Aprll 18th ond 19th. All business seas-
sioms will opsn at 10 a.m, ond closo 8% % pem., wnd will be
opsn to the public.

Tour specinl att@htibﬂ is callsd to the public mess meeting
to be beld Priday, April 1Btk ot Mt, Cammel Baptist Church,

“and will be addressed by the Hon., ¥eyne Chatfield Taylor, Un-

dor Secretary of Commorce. Husic will be furnished by the
W.P.A Negro Community Chorus consisting of 45 voices, the Canp-
toren Girlst Chorus, directed by Miss Hary Burope, smd vocal
gselections by Mre., Elizabeth Sinkford Thornton., You mnd your
congregation are invited (o appear and sctively participate in
the conTerence and sessions.

This office wisheg pormission to pluce on your bulletin board
posters and releases of the conference agenda. Plesse ndvise
it tids is pemissidle.

Very sincerely yours,
Egmor Martin Lancaster

Adviser on Negro Affairs
U, 5. Departrent of Commorce

BN dmh
.E%'I&G.L .
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April 3, 1941

Rev, Shephen G411 wmm

Minteter, Jokin W&ﬂwy AyuEBy Zicn Chureh
1635 148h %Mﬁ . on

Washingbon, ¥ |

Dear Revs Wﬁt

mwma.maum ﬁmmmmmwwamm
W Fegro in Busiusss to be held in the Comercs Audltoriw

mm and Saburdey, April 186h and 19the A1l lusizess seasions

ﬁm wmmmumm%wm.maummw

w%

\:Y‘ { m ‘ ol
HO 08 am&u&&ﬁg of 48 MM the Cankorew
; gled by lilas Nary Burcpe mwulwmu
sions by “giignbekh Sinkfepd g’mm. *You and your
aremm Anv M % spposr and astively wwmm m he
ooxferense ma um&mu

This offine wuaau mwﬁn&m to plagse on your tullestin board

posters end 7 o of the oonferenne szendsy Plesss advise
if this is wm;i’biw

Very simserely yours,

Emmer Martin lancasber
Advissr on Negro Affaive
Enole Us 8+ Dopartment of Ucimntros
EMLsdnd




“I can do all things thru Christ who strengtheneth me.”—Phill. 4:13

$50,000 CAMPAIGN - FEBRUARY 14, 1941 TO NOVEMBER 20, 1944

CENTRAL COMMITTEE
Lt. Victor J. Tulane
Chairman
Carl C. Steward
Vice Chairman
Mrs. Ethel C. Carter
Secretary
Sergt. Charles S. Lomack

CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE
Sergt. Charles S. Lomack
Chairman
Mrs. Helen Ringgold
Vice Chairman
Mrs. Gertrude McDonald
Secretary
Claudius McNeil
Assistant Secretary
Lt. Victor J. Tulane
Treasurer
Plus Heads of All Intra-mural
Organizations

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE
L. Herbert Henegan

Chairman
Alexander Barnes
Miss Margaret L. Lewis

SPECIAL GIFTS COMMITTEE
William J. Trent, Jr.
Chairman

SUPER-DRIVE COMMITTEE
Rev. Hampton T. Medford
Chairman

COMMUNITY DRIVE CAPTAINS
Team No. 1

Captain Hattie Mackall
Team No. 2

Captain George Hunt
Team No. 3

Captain ' Wm. P. Brooks
Team No. 4

Captain Carrie Stuckey
Team No. &

Captain Sarah Brooks
‘Team No. 6

Captain Leola R. Bannister
Team No. 7

Captain Henrietta H., Armstead
Team No 8

Captain Sarah Thomas
Team No. 9

Captain Mary Stewart
Team No. 10

Captain Ada Wormley
Team No. 11

Captain Anna Jefferson
Team No. 12

Captain Queen Edwards

JOHN WESLEY A. M. E. ZION CHURCH

THE NATIONAL CHURCH OF ZION METHODISM
Fourteenth and Corcoran Streets Northwest, Washington, D. C.
TELEPHONE NORTH 3824
REV. STEPHEN GILL SPOTTSWOOD, D. D., Minister

Dr. W. Scott Mayo, Minister of Music

April 7, 1941

Mr, Emmer Lanceaster
Advisor of Negro Affalrs
Department of Comnmerce
Waahington, D. C.

My dear Mr, Lencaster:

Replying to your letter of April 3rd, we beg to

advise that we shall be pleased to co-operate

with you in regard to publicity for the Confer-

ence of Negro business April 18th and 19th.

Such matters as you may have may be delivered to

owr office which mgy be entered at the southwest

side door of the church, With best widhes, I am
Your very sincerely,

Minis ter; JOHN WESLEY CHURCH .

SGSseh

TO RAISE OUR MORTGAGE INDEBTEDNESS IN FOUR YEARS
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TELEPHONES
5-4551

CAPITAL STOCK $100,000.00 FULLY PAID
HOME OFFICE: 234 HERNANDO STREET

Memphis,Tenn.

f

M.S.STUART, ¥ice Pres

o o

Dear Mr Lancaster:

This refers to yours of March l4. Replying I wish to state:

I wish very much to accept your invitation to serve as one of
the members of & National Negro Business Committee; but before doing so I must
state that I think it is unfair to require members of such & committee to
personally bear the expenses incident to attending its meetingse

This movement, es you well know, Mr lLancaster, is on behalf
of businesse Surely business, even though it is Negro business, should not be
an object of individual charitye Can not the Department of Commerce be got
to do this much for Negro business? It seems to me that the ipprovement of
Negro business is as much in the interest of the nation - yes, in defemse of

the nation - as many other movements that are receiving the necessary expense
of operation from the federal government.

I am sure yourecall other meebtings assembled under the
auspices of other departments = particularly the Department of Agriculture =
for which the expenses of a much larger number than we would have was borne by
that Departments Why, therefore, should a few individuals be expected to make
such contributions to a movement so general from which such a large number of all
kinds of businesses are expected to benefit?

Our insurance companies cennot legally undertake the expenses
of this type of promotions Cur National Negro Rusiness league does not have
moneywith which to do ite If the Department of Commerce cannot be shown the wis-
dom of doimng this much for so worthy a cause, then I fear the movement is fore=-
doomed to failure, for not many from distant points will follow very long if
they have to perscmally pay the expense of a ttendances




Vr Emmer Mertin Lancaster
Two
March 20, 1941

Dr Walker, President of the National Negro Business League, has
authorized me to state that he shares the opinion I express hereine

I certainly hope that someone can sufficiently impress the proper
anthorities in the Department with the necessity of taking care of the expense of
this movement,

Very truly yours

i esident

Mr Emmer Martin Lanmaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
Department of Commerce
Washington, D C

msstuart=t




March 26, 1541

Mr. Harold Strothers
Gawma Tau Fraternity
608 218t Stroet
Hagbington, D, C.

Desr ¥ryr. Strothers:

The Pirst Apnual Conferemce of Negro Business sponsored
by the Negro Affaire Divistion of the Department of Com~
merce will be held in the Department Auditoriwn, Friday
and Baturday, April 18%h and 19th., Sessions will be

- held during the day beginning at 10:00 a.m., =nd closing
#% 500 p.m. Subseguent relenses will contzin further
information as to the soessions and speakers.

Tha Division of Regro Affuirs solicits the support of
your organization and urges the mewbesrship to attend snd
participste in the session discussions which will be open
to the public,

Tha enclossd release contains excerpts Irom persons who
have asceribed to this program.

Very truly vours,
Erymer Martin Lancagter

Advisor on Regro AfPalrs
U, S, Depurtment of Commerce

WAL dnmb
Encl.

‘4




Moreh 14, 1941

¥r. H. 8, Stuart

Universal Lire Insurancy Compuny
234, Herpondo Streot

Kemphis, Tonn.

Daap ¥r. Stoard:

During the pust year commwications were addresised to
you with reference to the formaution of a2 Matlonal Negro
Business Committee ond Conforenee to affect a more ad-
sgquate integration into tue Department of Commerce of
Negroes engaged im businese, Recently, the conference
and committee were approved by the Secrstary of Commerce,
and o proliminery announcement thereof has been prepared
and submitted to the Deportment's Press Burecau for im-
nediaste releass,

Lettors on file indicate that you spproved of this pro-
gram, and I am pleased to amnounce that this conference
on the Negro in Business will be held Friday sad Satup-
day, April 16th end 19tk in the Department of Commerce
Auditoriuwm, Washingtom, D. C,

A subscquent release contuining the gessions, speakers
tnd photographs will be dlstriduted shortly., In order

to complete our progrum and comply with the vreussts of
newspapers for a liset of persons attending the conference,
wa regpectTully urge that you send your photograph amd ad-
vise ud as tc your sttendance ol your very carliest oppor-
tunity. ‘

The Department of Commerce will not be abla $o defray
the traveling o¥ accommodniion oxpenses of cowmmittue
membors, snd no atiendanues or reglstration fee will bhe
charged,

We expect your soblve purticipotion in the conlervemce
digcussions, and I wwalt your reply,

Vory truly yours,
Emmer Eortin Lancuster

advisor on Negro Affairs
U. 8. Department of Commorce

FaLdish




Hovenber 26, 1941

¥re M. 3. Stuark

Viee President -

Universel Life In§upancs Coe
Hemphis, Tentessse -

The Contrawt Disbribubion Division of OsPMs hes initlabed
& plan to aveil %o manufacturers and perscne in business,
fasilities Por delente oontract ordevs.

On the 10th of November, thrse specisl drains left Weshw
ington for a towr throughout the sountry to inform marme
faoburers and small buginessmen ae to the funotion of the
Qontraot Distribubion Divieion and the procedure to sew

pure dofanse oonbrachs axnd procurement orderss Gowerne
‘ment offieials from the 0.P.M, Army, Nevy and Maritine

Commigefon will socompany these treins and sdvise businesnw
men on defense Leshnique, '

In my Judgnent this is an opporbunity for Negroes in bumie
ness Lo hocom¥ aogueinted with this defense service, and
the purpose of this dcommunicebion is %o inform you and
othey prominent ezgﬁfﬁm in business who desire to inspect
these dofense exhibits, the dete and place of thess defense
trainey Thede Yrains will be on display December 18th in
Nashville, December 174k in Chatianooga, Decembey 18th 4n
Knorville, Decembay 9 4n Memphis. These specisl ¥rainy

are nobt open Yo the publie, and admission therete iy by
goards igsued by £ield offices of the Uonbract ﬁiéﬁ;f%u%m
Pivision of the 0,P.M«, which for your information is low
onted at the Federal Reserve Bank Bulldings in Memphis end
Nashviles, and 009 « 910 Jumes Building in Chettancoghs
The Washington ofifiee hes been requested o advise the
verious fleld offices teo include eolored businessmen in
the inspeotion Gour of these traing, enmd I thirk it ade
visable that you corbagh your field offlce immediately.
Plésne 1ok me know the outsome of your sffortae

Very ty¥uly yours,

Pomer Martin Lencasher

Adviger on Negro Affairs |
Us 8¢ Department of Oommerde

A7 R T




i1 2, 1941

2 1
APDL

¥r. John H. Sengatecke
The Chicago Dofender
Chicago, Illinois

Dear Hr. Sangstacke:

This will acknowledge receipt of your recent letter con-
corning our Business Confovence to be held in Washington.

The Afro~smsricsn hos refuested that I uwulmit $0 ther this
Tussday morning o partinl 1ist of speskers for our Comfer-
ence which they intend to festure in this week's iscue.

I think 1t is only fuir thzt oll the mejor Hegro wipekly
newspupers should have the swas wateriel, consequently, you
will find enclosed & purtial cgends of tho Confrrenco.
Since no awntion of the Confevence hus yob appzured i your
publication I hopo thot this release will be given wide publl-
eity throuvgh your colwumns,

Vary sincerely yours,
Immer Hartin Lancsster

Adviser on Negro Affairs
U. B, Department of Commorce

EML: Qwh
Fnel., 2




EXECUTIVE OFFICES

/John H, SengstackKe

JHS/s ////

U

ESTABLISHED MAY 5, 1905

* e bIEAGEX
w, WORLD'S GREATEST WE E K Ly

PUBLISHED BY ]
THE ROBERT S. ABBOTT PUBLISHING CO.

March 26, 1941

Mre Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
Department of Co mmerce
Washington, D. Ce

Dear Mr. Lancasters

I regret that I cannot state positively at this time
whether I will be able to at tend the confrence on the
Negro in Business in Washington, April 18th and 19th.

I was very happy to learn that plans have been completed
for the formation of a National Negro Business Committee,

~as contemplated, and you may rest assured that I will

make every effort to attend. However, in case I find it
impossible to attend, we shall have a representative
present at both sessions.

If there is anything further we can do in the promotion of
this confrence, we are at your service.

Yo

very truly,
e Rpbert 9. Abbott Publishing Co.




March 12, 1941

¥r. John H. Sengstacke
The Chiongo Defender
Chicago, Illinois

Doy Yr., Sengetacke!

During the post year communications were uddressed to
you with reference to the formmstion of a Nationsl Negro
Business Committes and Conference to affect o momm uade
equate integration into the Depsrtment of Commerce of
Negroos sngoged in business. Recently, the conferonce
and committes were approved by the Secretary of Commerce,
apd @ preliminary spnouncement thercof has beep prapared
and submitted to the Dopurtment®s Press Bureau for ime
medinta releuse. '

Letters on fils indicats that you approved of this pro-
gramy, and I am pleased to announce that this conlerence
on the Negro in Business will be beld Friday and Satur-
day, April 1é&th and 19th in the Department of Commerce

Auditoriue, Washington, D. G,

A subsoguent release containing the scssions, speskoers
and photogrsphs will be distributed shortly. In order

to complete the program and comply with the regussts of
newspapers for a llst of persons attending the conference,
we' respectfully urge that you send your photograph und ad-
vise us as to your attendance at your vary earlient oppor-
tdnlty.

The Department of Commerce will not be able vo defray
the traveling or accommodution oxpenses of committeo

‘wembers, end no attendance or registration fee will be

charged,

We expoct yﬁg§i§%ggve participation in the coaference
discussions, &nd 1 gimit your reply.

Very truly yours,
Fomer Kartin Lancsster

Adviger on Negro Aefalrs
U. 8, Department of Commerce

1
n
i
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Decenber 4, 1941

Professor G, Gy Singleton
Virginia Stabe College for Negroea
Petersburg, Vieginia

Dear Professor Singletont

The Contract Disbribubion Division of OyP,M. has initlabed
a plun to avail to menufecturers and persons in business,
facllities for defense conbract orders,

~ On the 10th of ﬂa‘vember, threée speclal tmim left Washw
‘4nghon for a btouwr throughout the country to inform manuw

. fashurers end smitll businessmen as to the function of the

Contrect Distributien Division and the prosedure to sew
sure dofanse Gonkpacks and prosurement orders. Governw
ueht offiolals from the DWP.Myy ¢ Nevy and Msritime
Comnigsion will sosempeny thesse %mfws and advise businesse
mon of érafwsaf %whniqae.

In mw 3@@&& *hhis is en opportunity for Negrees in bw&fmn
‘o ‘hﬁm nogiainted with izh, s defonse servise, and the pure
of this communication 1s to inform you snd other prominant
porgens in business who desive to inspedt those defense exw
hibite, the date end plece of these defense treins, These
fraing will be on display Decomber 15%h at Richmond, Virginie,
These #pecinl trains are not open to the public, snd udmission
thereto is by cards issued by fleld offices of the Contrect
Digtribution Division of the O,P.My, which for your information
As looabed at the Johmson Publishing Building, Bbh end Carey
Strests in m.emna, the diresbor of whioh is J. L, Mason,

The Haahingtcm ofi‘&ee has been requested to advise the warious
#4614 office to include eolored businessmen in the inspeetion
tour of these traing, and I think it advisable that you cone
taot your field office fmmediately,

Pleass let me know the oubecome of your efforts.
Very truly yours,
Emmer Martin Lancaster

Adviser on Nagro Affaira
Us 8¢ Depsrtment of Commerce

EML¢ duh




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

Augurt 12, 1943

Profecacr G, G, Singleton
Vieginia Stato Collego for Hegroes
Poteratars, V&rgm’r.a

Deav Professor Jingletons

The affiaﬁ.ai roesedings of the recent Negro Business
Conference held in Wmshingbom, D, ¢4y have been presented

4o thée Camdres Duplicebing Seetien for preporabion ond
_will be veady for publicebion mext weely It hes been

suggested that a stotement be secured frow each wember
of fho Netismal Comittee on the Nipre 18 Dusinese who
sttonded the Conference with referexce to his imprese
sions Yhoreof, Thess replies will be relessed simile

L %;:meausiy wié:&z the dlsbribution of the procsedings,

I shall be plessed bo reueaive your ﬁaprassim of the
t’%cni‘@rm and any Wmﬁw eribiciamé you wish w

_offars

Very bruly yoursg

Brmor Merkin Lenceastey
Adviser on Hepro Affairs
Up 8¢ Department of Comerss




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

July 17, 1941

Profossor U, Oy Slnglebon
Virginia Stmte College For Negroes
Pgsevaburg, Virginie

m Profassors

The officisl prodesdings of the revent business caiw
ferense held in Washingbonm ave in & process of preparee
tiome However, we will not be able to complebe this
assebly of m«mrm ynkil we recelve the resume of the
Ssburday moyaing session prepared by yous The Seorew
'&w*a mm desires that we subtmit & rough draft of
. dnge to his office the early part of the

| mk. T would he most appreciebive Lo ma “zew
report at your wery sarliest opporbunity, 5o
mioh interedted in & synopsis of the nédrouu becanse
they will be' fnmeluded in the provesdings, tut I de
doaire Lo heave a sumary of the diseussion following
the addvessese I Teel mesured thet this letter will
angags your jmmediate sbttention, and I ewailt your replys

Vory simeraly yours,

Bumer Martin lancastier
Adviger om Nagro Affuirs .
EML ydnd Uy Se Toparbment of Comverse




VIRGINIA STATE COLLEGE FOR NEGROES
PETERSBURG. VIRGINIA
JOHN M. GANDY, PRESIDENT

LUTHER H. FOSTER
TREASURER-BUSINESS MANAGER

March 19, 1941

Attorney Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs

United State Department of Commerce
Weshington, De Ce

My dear Attorney Lancaster:

Thank you for your letter of March 13 and
inviting me to become a member of a National
Negro Business Committee. I am happy to learn
that the conference and committes wers finally
approved by the Secretary of Commerce., I plan
to attend the conference on the dates mentioned
in your letter.

A photograph of me will be forth coming
at a very early date.

WILLIAM A. ROGERS, SECRETARY




Mereh 13, 1941

¥r. G.@., Singleton
Virginia State Colicge for Negrooa
Petersburg, Virginicz

Dear ¥r. Singleton:

During the past yeur commumications wers addressed to
you with reference 3o the formution of s Betionul Negro
Business Committee and Confws epce to aflect & morc ad-
equate integretion into the Department of Commerce of
Negroes emgaged in busincss. Recently, the conference
and committee were approved by the Becrctary of Commarce,
and u preliminary announcement thereof has beem prepared
ond submitted to the Department's Pross Bureau for im-
modiate relsase.

Lettors on file indicate that you approved of this pro-
gram, snd I am pleased to unnounce that this coaferonce
on the Negro in Business »ill be held Priday and Satur-
day, April 18th and 19tb in the Depsrtment of Commerce
Auditorium, Washingtom, D. 3,

A subsequent release conbaimring the zossions, spenkers

and photogruphe will be distributel sbortly. In order

to completo our program apd comply with the requests of
nowspapsrs for o list of persons attending the conference,
we respectfully urge that you send your photograph wnd ade
vise ue as Yo your attemdince ay your very earliest oppor-
tuslty. '

The Department of Commerce will not be able to defruy
the traveling or sccommodation expenses of committes
mémbers, and no attendapce or rogistrution fee will be
charged.

We expect your ucti
diseussions, ond I

i Very truly yours,

ve participation in the conlorence
await your reply.

Bwmor Martin Loncuster
ser on Negro saffairs

iy

SAT

1
i U. &8, Department ol Commervo

;
x
)
:
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

July 2%, 1541

Mre Ay Madoo Smith, President

Tw Negro amﬁ- of Commeroce
Gopd %mﬂ;

MW‘Q

Deay %‘ﬁ ﬁmﬂ:ha

T rogret that I will be umable to atbend the Pifth Awmel Cone

Searebacy. of yhe Tagiomss Tegre Dusinoss Lesgus s requosted
& 8 54 Leagus has Pequol

the Sscretary's Offise to permit me Go a%en& bhe Habianad

Fegre Dusiness League Corvention in Memphls, Temesdess It

45 certein thet I eksll be valled upoll a§ othsy buginess

coxventlong i tho porth, wesh, and optbein seotiony of the

oounbyy, tonsequently, the Ssorstary's OPffce fell that since

I wag aﬁm&mm émwm&m&:a#hﬂ soull, 1t would Yo v

neosssery for ue to make an sdditiceal srip b *sm luny

:w o mxwakm sonvention in Memghis, and disougs with
you & progran of veglonal sonfferenses o be umﬁnﬂ by this
oftice In wgﬁwm&m wgh mamiwga Negre ro, grguat &k
throughout LL o possible, I weul BrraNge
for o roglonal conference somgwhere in your immsdiate section
of the countyy before the 013 fration of this yeary It is owr
plan ¢ place b the dis Culored businesses all w
mmma tind the 1)1 mmwa surveys condueted by the
e I foel thet the best moauss o promote this type of
: ia%oﬂa&%mmmmnmm;smmuw
gmrmt gpecislists on our progromye

Pleage write me your regstions as o tHese proposals at your
purliost opparimnﬂ:y; | ‘

Votry sinserely yours,

Emmer Marbin Lansaster
EMLydnd : Ue 8o Dopartuent of Commeres
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/ JoxEs, President

B. E. HOWELL, VICE PRESIDENT

E.
B. H. WILLIAMS, VICE PRESIDENT
. B. GARNER, Vice PRESIDENT
B. ANDERSON. VICE PRESIDENT
HAS. T. BRACKINS
A. A. BRASWELL
FRITZ CANSLER
A, H. DYSON
HENRY FORD
C. A. GALLOWAY
B. W. GOODWIN
R. T. HAMILTON
ARMENTA HATCHER
W. T. BURKE
WILLIS CARSON
CHARLES EVANS

1.
D
M
c

Division of Negro Affairs

United States Department of Commerce
Commerce Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:

The Fifth Annual Convention of the Texas Negro

M. H. JacrsoN Ezecutive Secretary

Necro CaampeEr oF COMMERCE

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
8144 Good Street Phone 8-9860

Dallas, Texas

July 18, 1941

Attention: Lancaster

H. D. WinN, Treasurer

B. B.LIPSCOMB, Ass'T SEC'Y
C. P. JOHNSON, Ass'T, SEC'Y
C.J.JACKSON, Ase'r SEC'Y
R. Q. MASON, GEN. COUNSEL
L. G. PINKSTON
T. W, PRATT
A. MACEO SMITH
C. F. STARKS
H. STRICKLAND
A.H.THOMAS
C.A. WALTON
E. E. WARD
WM. GARLAND ,
J. B. JONES
R.A. LOWE
ZEB MARTIN
M. M. MCGAUGHEY

Chamber of Commerce, comprising thirty-eight affiliated
units, will be held in Dallas, Texas, August 3rd and 4th.
Attached is copy of a letter addressed to Mr. lMesserole

which explains itself.

The Board of Directors of this state organization has
instructed me to make two requests of you:

1.

2e Discuss with Mr.

Accept our invitation to attend this meeting.

Messerole the invitation

set out
in the copy of the attached letter. :

We feel that the Department of Commerce should extend
its services to Negro Merchants in a very practical mamner
and the invitations to Mr. Messerole and you embody these

views,

AMS/ sme

Attachment

“DEVOTED TO THE CIVIC, COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL BETTERMENT OF DALLAS"

truly yours

A, Maceo Smith, President
Texas Negro Chamber of Commerce

Please notify me at your convenlence of your reaction.
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July 17, 194X

Wr. W H. Msaserols, Retail Store Spesiallast
Department of Commerce '
Waahington, D, G

. Dear Mr. Messercles

™he Fitth Annual Convention of the Texas Negre Chamber
of Commerce, which comprises thirtyseight looal uniis in
Toxas, will be held in Delles Augast #rd, and 4ih, 194i. The
Board of Direcfore of this organization requests the hopor of
mx’ piesence to disouss the subdjest: “NWEGRO MERCHANT IN THE
ETAYL FIELDY with their delsgates. I discussed this matter
with Mr. Aldon L. Holsey of the National Negro Business League
and he reminded ma of the fine services you rendered at the
Virginia Trade Assoclation on the occasion of their annual
meoting June 15th. It is my hope and wish that you will be

avle to serve us in a like menner.

1 regret that we will be unadle to cover honorarium and
travel expenmes. However, we feel that your vigit to the
southwegt for the purposs of stimulating small Negro business
will afford an cégﬁaﬂﬁmity for the government to extend iias
groat servives to & group of small merchents who stand most
in need: of information.

Very truly yours,

A. Maceo Smith, Preésident
Texas Negro Chamber of Commerce

AMS/ame




FEDERAL WORKS AGENCY
UNITED STATES HOUSING AUTHORITY

814 Good Street
Dallas, Texas
December 30, 1941

Mr. E. Martin lLancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancasters:

Reference is made to your recent letter requesting
a list of Negro companies operating under the supervision
of thé Board of Insurance Commissioners in the State of
TeXas,

As Regional Racial Relations Adviser for the United
States Housing Authority and as President of the Texas
Negro Chamber of Commerce, T am acquainted with the work
of these companies and have placed & red check mark beside
their names in the enclosed report from the Department
of Insurance of the State of Texas.

Very ’orum
(Q)\”\ '

A, MACEO SMITH
Regional Racial Relations
Adviser

Enclosure

AMS/r1f
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January 2, 1942

Nre As Moooo Smith

Adviger Raglonal nmm Relations
Padera) Works Age

Denr Hry Sudth

This M‘l seinonledge reneipt of your peosnd

lettor oonbaining the inforuation requested in our
sorvespandence o

. 1 widh %o axpress wy &ppmawam
rhod ﬁWMiw in this mw.

Vory truly yours,

Emmay MHarbin Lanssster
Adviger ox Negro Affairs
Us84 Departimpnt of Commerce

EMLsdnd




OLANDER J. SMITH, PRESIDENT
EDWARD E., ROBINSON, ViCE-PRESIDENT
ULYSSES L. GARLAND, SECRETARY

CLINTON MCBRIDE

The American Enterprise Associates, Inc.  _
TOLEDO, OHIO ‘

October Sixth,
1 9 4 1

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster,Advisor
Negro Affairs,

U. S. Department of Commerce,
Washington, D.C.

My dear Mr.lancaster :

Thanks lmmensely for your information relative to the
appointment of Mr. Davidson and Mr. Fleming as Inves-
tigators of the President's Fair Employment Practice
Committese.

As you know, I arrived here Wednesday,the 24th,of last
month. On the 27th,which was Saturday,l recelved a wire
from Mr. Cramer advising that Mr. Davidson would arrive
here the following week,October 2nd,and would remain
through the 4th. However,I received a subsequent wire on
the First informing me that Mr. Fleming would arrive here
Priday morning instead.

He was here at 8:30 as promised,we immediately went into
conference with ounr Directors in attendence,in the after-
noon,we had a formal hearing with both white eand Negro
leadurs in attendance. We had a very fine heating on both
Friday and Saturday. Monday and Tuesday was used by Mr.
Fleming in his own manner, he left however, oa.Tuesday to
be present at last VWednesday's meeting of the Committee.

We are supposed to gnd we sre confident we will be able to
raisme an additional %2,000 this week and advige Mr.Cramer
accordingly before the next meeting October 22nd. However,
I sugzest thet you phone Mr. Cramer that you noticed the
appointment of the ebove two gentlemen and would like to.
know what,if anything,has been done,or 1s to be done about
the American Enterprise Associates in Toledo. You may be
able to get some advanced information. Let me know the
facts at once. 7

LESTER POWELL M. C. CLARK
PRES. CUNBAR MUTUAL INSURANCE CO.

GEORGE HARRIS JOHN O, HOLLY
EDWARD W. JORDAN, TREASURER MOSE JOHNSON

PRES. FUTURE CUTLOOK LEAGUE, INC.

»,
3




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

duly 34, 1941

¥ry Olandor J, Smith, President
The American Euteyprise Assooietes, Incy
Toledo, Ohio

Doay ir, Smikhs

I was ploased to receive your recent lether with reference He
the TFesommendations snd Findligs of the recent Conferences I
assure you that these Recommendations will be carvied oub |
this office 4o the fullest exbembs Yom will receive perd
snd at frequent interwals verious relesses on the z%egm in
business from now oy

I shall w&tm& the Negre tusiness conference in wa’hia, o
that vime will meke arrengements with visiting &elegatea SoRe
serning regiconal donferences,

The Officiel Proesedings of our recemt Conferente will bo svbe
nitted to %he Secretaryls Office for approval, snd they should
be iaishamuwimmmxﬁ soveyel wecka,

1 presume thel you Maps recsived your lonn from the RFY end that

‘this company le Mﬁ‘ﬂm ite Govermuent comtractd, This office

is extending to yon its best ﬂm in your present busginess
Yenbures,

*

vééw sineerely yours,

Emmer Marbin Lancaster
Adviser on Negre Affairs
EML edng ‘ Us 8y Departmant of Gommerce
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,"" OLANDER J. SMITH, PRESIDENTY LESTER POWELL M. C. CLARK
e NCE CO.
,*"IEDWARD E. ROBINSON, VICE-PRESIDENT CLINTON MCBRIDE PRES. DUNBAR MUTUAL INSURA
ra
ULYSSES L. GARLAND, SECRETARY GEORGE HARRIS JOHN ©. HOLLY
EDWARD W, JORDAN, TREASURER MOSE JOHNSON PRES. PUTURE CUTLOOK LEAGUE., INC.

The American Enterprise Associates, Inc.
TOLEDO, OHIO

Jrdr 92 1047,

Hon. Wmmer ¥ertin Teonsster
fdvicor on VMermro Affairs
TelaDansrtmant 0of Concarce

Meshineton, D.0.

)
3
]
"
I
ot
D
{.ﬁ

Dasgr I'r.

I heva the nlsssure of sclnowledsine your letter of Tnlyv 154h,
1941,in which we s atteched o conv of vonr oAditions 4o the
renort of the Committee on Racommendstions rnd Rindineg for
which nlense sczcant mv thanliu.

With mresrect to the wishes of the Sacretcrv of Commerce snd
thozse of wonrself resardine the ronrovsl of the Cormittee,of
the sdditions to fthe ranort hafore me, I am in thoroush sccord
1ith the comnlete anrlvaie ¢ nd harobwr ctirul:ste ry ¢ nnrovel,

Uha nedvra of these nroronsls hounsvar, cre . neh co ko vievrent
sami~snavel meatines oF the Comulttes with wovrrealf rne Zop
the Cheirmsn of the Cormmiting with e view tovor? conrlicnns
with thg Mindiace ond Racnommendrtions Arrine fhe irtearim o
thet n Fnll nnd definite ranort can ha meda 4o the nev4 Jon-
Tarancae of the recoanlichments or the vracona Tor tha leel of
~ngo~nliskaents. Tn othar wiordy, tha Lernrteang of fhacge Inn-
artrandcfinrg ea of o ghnoh nefnre a9 40 gormall evers g "ot o
coenls Ltharawgith rothar then te ~1low thase esranticle tn dia
«ftar F11 nrhlicity o onwe simg. Y2 a1l ort to Ao Gormae-
fhinm shont the avils comnlaired of and T «rla thig onrragtion

For that wmpnome, Fnr wranr gonaciderstion.

. ~r, T ey e e -
T em, I, Teoae wtanw

e e

o lan,




DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

July 15, 1941

Mr. Olander J, Smith

The American Enterprise Company
1103 City Park Avenue

Toledo, Ohio -

Dear Mr. Smith:

I have made séveral additions to the report of the
Committee on Recommendations and Findings which were
recently forwarded to you by Hr. J. B, Blayton,

S8ince the enclosed draft, whieh bas been approved by
the Secretary's office, might be included in our
published proceedings, I respectfully urge that you

indicate your approval thereon at your earliest con=
venience,

Very truly yours,

Emmer ¥artin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U. 8. Department of Commerce

BML3dmh
Bnel,

§
i
3
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June 5’1%3.

irs Olander J. Smith
The Ameriear Enterprise Compeny
1183 City Perk 4ve,

Deay i7re Smitha

I am sending your lefASFqf Hay 29%th. to lry lancaster with
the suggestion that the noted of the\gonfersnce be revieded. e is
at limrty %o, imlwi@ ﬁﬁy of yoh uggstiens which to him seem
propers: I have: 4 o Rk 2k he shou'l exeréise freedom
in editing the ragm't 8g £ \es péspodt for the faols and epirit
af ths. cmi,’amme are obedwyveds o . L

7"‘

© Thtwme an grror , mxit reference to the olai
,ﬁiﬁiﬁ afm*m X | et gﬁ)g} bg remsdie@ in ﬂ”

;
'f‘Y‘ z'r .

TbStter than I do. It would seem, then, that
*wtiw of us all to harness all of the forcas sk

{isposa 1 &8 beliwe that I co&m *bmthfuuy read thia into
w thy eoks

ce. Fta%ﬁéﬁ.;n‘&




EDWARD E, ROBINSCN, PRES ULYSSES L. GARLAND, SEC.
MOSE JOHNSON, V. PRES. EDWARD W. JORDAN, TREAS.

The American Enterprise Company

= City —park Avea.

TOLEDO, CHIO

Moy 29, 1C41.

¥r. J. B. Blayton
Citizens Brust Comnany,
4212 - Auburn Ave. IT. B.
Atlents, Georgis,

Dgar kr. Blayton :

I regret not heving acknowledged recelpnt of younur reported
Summary of Committeemen of the Necro Business Conference which
came to me last week, but befcre lesvine the Cityv assin I am
determined to submit vou my fuvrther oninion =s & result of
vour conclusions.

! .
on to pzoe 2 "Recommendstions™ B,

j =T

ey T direct your esttent

Y’hy recommend the use of facilities of the Netional Hegro Business
Tmapgue ;National Herro Insuarsnce Associstion;Nationsl Bankers
Asgocistion;the Neationel Socliety of Accountsnts etec? rsther the
sugzestion bhe reversed, becesuse if these esgenciles already heve the
fecilities to meet our rocomuendations, it is a reflection unon
their swvstem of orerstion if not & seriovs ruestion for a reasson
for their existance,if thev hsve not mzed =vch facilities or seen
the wisdom of their uvse to the sdvantege of the roace snd themscelves.
Wa at this Conference were seekine facte of the "ceman' not the
"effect"” of the lUecro's economic condition and business plicht,and
it is our duvty to ghow coursee end determinstion towsrd remedving
such conditions without criticism or favor of anv ascency. I woula
either delete this nerserarch or reverse the reruvirments therein
without criticism but with en scknowledsrment of the fact that
neither of these agencies hrve in the past scen the seriouvs dmnor-
tance implime nting their nroesrems consistent with the views of
this Conferance.

Pooe #2-Title '2-Parasrsvh i3 Re: F.H...) I must teke positive
issve with your summery here. Instesd of ¢ "minority"™ of the Con-
ference objected to oresent FHL reguletions,it was definitely s

"me jority" criticism of the system with resnect to nesro rmertici-
nation. There was not one thet snoke a contrsrv oninion. I fully
concur with your findings that s "me joritv" of the Confarence
belisves that the FI'. is a sound insvrance business snd is sdhering
strictly to insurance =nd business nrincivles in the conduct of h
it's affalirs.




..2.-
]\)Zro Jv 'R nlf‘vton
5/29/41.

Under no conditions ecsn I scree with vour nresent interrretations.let's
f2cae the issve with ceandor, vith ?rrﬂyne s,and with s determinstion to
remedv our conditions ss a Tece. We had no other reasson for this Con-
foraence.

Psoa #3 "Recommendations™ 1 - 2 & 3.) It -would seem far more helnfnl

to small business enterprises if we follow the chronologicel order of
recomnendad chenses,orientations etc. rossibly as set forth in my rec-
ommendetions Article #9 " Retrilers And Deily Sales Records" in so doing,
somethine definite will be offered. Thig to me is very seriously nseded.
In other words, nema the "help we see that will benefit small busines

men" Paraﬂraoh J% here,should hcve followed your conclusions under
Title #1.

Pe: Title #3 pege #3) LAgain you failed %o state = definite objective

in the matter of vocationsl Quldance as very specifically set forth in
my recommendations Artic]e A8 Bancationsl Institutions snd Their
Resovonsibility". 3et the facts up, don't he afreid %to be frank if yau
wish to be helnful because we are attemotinz to remedy & condition angd
dvery one should plainly understend whet we see a8 cause for our opinion.

Page #4 " Genersl") Do you mesn, in svesking of "groups ete." thet the
Conference members be sssocieted with the Nstionsl Nesro Business ILescue?
or, did you have reference %to business organizations generally. I think
it would be very wise to state here frankly what you mean. Personelly,Il

do not recall any expression that wounld connect the Conference in any
measure with the Wational Neero Business Lesgue or other organizstions,and
it would have besen a serious mistake had thelr been such en exoression.
This Conference was celled indevendent of the Nationsl Nesro Business
Lecgue or other group organizstions and shounld be so respected at the same
time giving prover credit snd recognition to Mr. Housley sedretaryv of the
Netloﬂal Necro Business TLeague for his very svlindid cooperation and
agsistance toward meking the Conference a real Conference.

Pinelly, I notice with very peinful repsret your fallure to designate

Mr. Lencaster as Chsairmen Pro Tem, and further, to recommend thet the
Committee reconvene in August and the Conference i_n October as viewed
necessary to any serious concern in sny objective es discussed during

the Conference. Why you d4id not consider this important I do not know,
but I do know that failure to continue this Conference will result in a
serious reflection én the intellipent seriousness of the MNegro to honest-
ly do something about the conditions of which he complains so dramstically
up and down high-ways of America. This Conference geve us an opportunity
to do something constructive for our Race and for America as & whole andg
we certainly should have the fortitude and intellimence to take adventage
of 1t now instesd of crying about our conditions later. Like meny white'
I too am beginning to ouestion the serious determination of the Negro

to actmslly remedy his condition. It really is his job.

Very truly yours,
AMERTCAN BNIELPRISL ASSOOI£"1“’IHu.

ojs/sp. By
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OLANDER J. SMITH, PRESIDENT LESTER POWELL M, C. CLARK

EDWARD E. ROBINSON, VICE-PRESIDENT
ULYSSES L. GARLAND, SECRETARY

EDWARD W. JORDAN, TREASURER

GEORGE HARRIS JOHN O, HOLLY

MOSE JOHNSON PRES. FUTURE OUTLOOK LEAGUE, INC/

The American Enterprise Associates, Inc.
TOLEDO, OHIO

Auvgust 16,1%941.

Mr s Bmmer lertin Lencsster
Ldvisor Neoro Affasirs
UsBs Densrtment of Comserce,
, Weahinaton, D.C.

Wy éesr kKr. Denerster :

I am transmittine to wou herewith & cony of my communication
addressed to Miss. Mory lieLlood Bethune in connection with our
nroject here ac & result of & communication just received
from Mr. Peul C. Gerhart,dJdr. of the Office of Prodnction
llenepement concerning whicn I discussed with vou during my
recent visit there.

Both my letter to liiss Bethune end that of lir. Gerhart are
self explanitory and I need not dwell further here.

However, I need not tell you how surnrised I wss to rTeceive
this attitude from Mr. Gerhsrt. Ve view his letter es an
excuse rather than a reason , we also view his letter s dafi-
nite discrinmination ezainst the Meerro ¢ situstion that I salso
understand has nrevented Derby's developement in Chicaco. The
o fect is,that lerecer indnetries of a simklsr netuvre do not

L desire either the establishment nor existence of smell indus-
tries , yet these lerse industries will not emnloy Weoroes.

In recvestine thet liiss Bethune arrsnce s conierence for us

with NMrs.Roosevelt,l heve sunnlied her with 211 fsctg e#nad
corresnondenca for her full informetion,however,vou will notice
thet T ewnressed o thournht of your willinensss to coonasrste with
her in svch conference arrancements ond steted clso thet I womnlg
sue~gst to vou thet vou nhone her. Plesse do ©0 2t once =nd oive
her vonr sssinterce. I think too,that bhoth 1'iss Bethnna ¢ng
vorraelf should narticinete in svtch ¢ conference. Plesse incsist
g unon sn earlv conference with ILirz.Rooscvelt beceuse of the limit-
' ation nerioéd on our mochinaery nrices which expires earound the
19th, Tuersdsv. however, I balleve it nousible to rotein these
nrices if the metter is not unduly dsleved. Do_von thinl thst
Vir. Sewver of Cincinneti can help us? if wg,w} do wou sus.-ast?.

NSURANCE CO.
CLINTON McCBRIDE PRES. DUNBAR MUTUAL |

AT
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vort ere sdvised thet I am
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further
informed
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to their
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-even. thonah the e?nse s e worthv one, to further
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Tn vlew of fhl“

1n prineinle,vou sre sdvised thet Dafanse
‘Vontrpof Service,since 1t does not have control of. contracts
m b :u WL

t pwarﬁeé
st edvise vou that your ovnortunity to serve on Defanse oontract
of this kind is.

be*ebv re%trlcted to the =ahove extent.

I bmremlth retnrﬂ the material left

n this o
four racent visit, 0

on%isﬁxnm of =n blu@n*ln £ g

ing detaalg of the leese
‘93 3@ula@ P%Ph;ﬂ@

s lést of. machlﬂerv WthDTlCGS auoted by the
Cormnany; e list of oFfloe anul

Sinzer:
Bquipment and” Supnly Comnsnv

a 1list of vpersonnel certified =s muailfted by the Ohio State an70v«
ment %ervxce' 8, 1;st of the bids turned in bv this concern to dn.te,
together. with amount & resolution of the Directors, deted July 86,
19413 and o letter from Chester J. Grey to MNr. J~L,Le%rv,qgted Jujv

28, 194].

You re adv1sed that this ofjlcn

is 1n entire svmnathy with the
propfam you-have ovtllnaﬁ,snﬁ while &% this time we cannot sugerest
any alternat;ve move,in view of the circumstences

soverning defense
orders, we sincerely hove you will be rhble t0 fsnd

s solution at a
later déte in worl on contracts Ffor nrivete 1maustry,

Sincere¥y vonrs
"D’TJ:L C‘ (‘F’Thﬂ?tgﬂjﬂo

fesociste Frocnrenent COqultant
pe?enbe Uonf~ﬁ~t %erv1ce.

_+ﬁ“eﬂ the nosition of sidins
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oomment from the ramulrrlv 8¢ Twﬂll hed pﬂrahRSJn@
office for this tvre of rnrodnetion, to which tha office of Prﬂductxaﬂ
”ﬂnagement must aoree

?fice gt the time of
three~-gtory. bnlldlﬂ@"

nnent with orices quoted by the Office
Tolado; o cuotation of elecﬁrlowl wiring
‘and installetion of ecuinment bir the Pveeter Electric Company, Tolado,
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Miss. Mary HolLeod Bathune
Diresotor,Division of Regro Affairs
ﬂhtiaaal Youth Administration,
2145 ~ & , Street H.W.
Washingto ﬁg De Qu

Wy desr Miss Bathnne :

Tcu ra&all 1 am sure, our &ammuaicakian to you uadar &ahs of
April Firs%,1941, end my personsl gonferecnee with you at your
-offive Apr11~18%h.§xier to my sttending the morning session of
the First Annusl Hegro Busimess Confarence st the Unmited States
‘nepartmanﬁ of Conmeres. At thet time I oufline to you the pur -
- pose and proposdls of this Corporation and its need and desirs
of finaneisl sid toward the purchﬁaa of machinery snd egquipment
n&aas&ary fo?-mparaﬁlon.

You will also reaall ﬂhat duriag the Gonference session ot the
Depariment of Conmesree I explained our effort to obtain financisl
‘assistance from the R.P.C and thet Mr. Emil Sohram,Cheirmsn of
 4he R«F.C Board personslly invited me %o his office from the con-
- ferenace floor, for s confsrence on the matter of R.F.C aid. The -
Conferange sent with me %o this mesting with Yr. Schram,¥r.Golden
. Bs Darby,Bxecviive secretary of the Chieago Fegro Ghamber of Com-
merce . After reviewing our whole Broghers Mr. Schrsm called in his
ssgigtant Mr. Cale who latér oslled in Mr. Wiallet R.F.C sxzaminar
“as & resull of which the B.F.0 definitely comaitted i1tself %o &
losn 40 us of #8,000 profided that we raised $19,000 a1l of which
facts we graaente& in a report. to the Conference durlng the after~
noon sessiun April 194h.

Aeuﬁz&ingiy; nponmmy return to | Tolado, we 1mmaﬁi&taly began to
endeavor %o rasise {he regquired amount,snd not being sble to do so
‘gfier gbout two moaths wa contacted Eegre leandsrs im Clevelsnd,but
there %00,the Hegro was in the same finuneial sondition as to
r@aéy gash as thoso hers,however, through the Urban Lesgus and
¥re H.Ce Clarke. pru&iﬂﬁnt of the Dunbar Muiual Insurance compsoy
and othexr 1@&&9:3 we confered with several white leaders who sug-
gested that the matter be put before the Ohio State Negro ¥ slfare
Commission. This was done.and sfier sbout elght weeks of effort
the Commission met apd dsternined thet begause of It financial
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Miss Mary MoLeod Bethune

Dirsctor,Negro Affairs

National Youth Administration, o
Washington. S

condltion such aid was inpossible,however,it considered means of
ailding us cuherwise and finslly determined to state lts position
to the Office of Production Management and recommend 1ksapproval ik
of aid and on July 28,%the Commission addressed a communication %o 4
Mre. G+ R Torry of the Cleveland Offlce of Production Management o
herewlth marked Exhibit #%. which I personally presented Mr.Tarry
the next day at Cleveland.

AR B s e g

‘ Hewever, at ths raquest of Mr. Paul 0. Gerhart, Jr.Associate Pro-
cursment Consultant Defenss Contract Service of the Office of
Production Management at Washington,es contained in his compuni-
cation %o us June 26th, here marked Exhibit #l. I eonfered with
Mr. Terry in company with our attonnqy,and as & result of %his
ocnferanee Mr. Terry addressed us stating the assistance %o be
‘given us by the Offliee of Production Management,herse merked Exhibit
#2+ We immediately contacted the firms who would supply our mechin=~

 ery and equipment- including the lessor of our proposad factory. build~
ing all of whom addressed Mr., Terry and this Company their desire of

o ald end the conditions-under which such aid would be extended us,end
' attached to thelr letters an ilaventory of the materisls %o be fur-

' nished snd the costs of same,here marked Exhibits #4-5-6-7 .+ These
ware presented Mr, Terry of the Office of Production Management in
Cleveland during our coanferensce July 29th, and at his suggestion I
%00k these lstters and other fasets %o Washington where I confered
with Mr. Gerhart August 4th,with whom I also filed these letters.
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Beoause of the Governments concern in Negro employment as stated in
Mr. Gerharts letter dated June 26, Ekhibit #1. and the aid and
sssurance as contained in Mr.Terry's letter of July llth, Exhibit #2,
we raspeatfully and officinlly suggested that :
1.  that the Government give us produnction contraeﬁs
in sufficlent number and cepital amounts thet ,{
‘would enable us to liguidats the eost of our {
r

machinary*and equipment.

2. that this Company would assign such contracts
and the proceeds therefrom to the R.F.C, the
Federsl Reserve Bank at Cleveland,or, to some
Bank or Brust Company with auﬁhority to deduct

' "all items of indebtedness ineluding the cost of

F Sy ~ such services until all indebtedness was liqui-

' : dated.

o
i
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3. that this Company would agres to the anpoiﬁtment'
of a Trustee and of an sdministrative assistant
40 the president of this Company to manage lis
. affairs and to continue such arrangements until
] : such time as our corporate indebtednsss was 1i~
! quidated or wmntil such time as the R.F.C or other

banking lastitution wes convinged of our manggerial,
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Mlss Mary MclLeod Bethune o
Nationsl Youth Administration, ‘.
Washington. .

'Thgsa four propositions were contained in a letter of resolutions T
sdopted by our Directors and dasted July 20%th,1941. here marked . e
Exhibit # 8. .

Therefore, at the time of my conference with ¥Mr. Paul C. Gerhart,
Jre of the Office of Production Menagement at Washington dugust
4%th,1941,Mr. Gerhart was very encouraging,he stated sfter phoning
to Col. Hare and reviewing our problem with him that, &s to our
request for contraels,this would have to come through the Phil -
: adelphis Quartermaster General but that he could sid us and thst
r he would write or confer with the Quartermaster General,supply him -
v wilth all fects snd thus obtain the Generals disposition of our
‘ contracts; thet i1f his disposition was favorsble,then we could take
such contracts and obitein the cepital elther through the ald of the
FPedersl Reserve Bank or some other Banking lnstitutlon with which
to purchase our machinery end equipment and begin production. If ,
however, the Quariermasster General was unfavorable to this proposi-
tion that he{Mr. Gerhart) would meke an appointment with Secretary L
- of War Patterson who possessed authority to glve us such contrascts. E o

To intelligently submit our matter Mr. Gerhart resquested that I -
file with him the following facts: , —
1. Blusprint of our fastory bullding, -
2. Communication from our Lessor showing details of lease;
Je List of machinery with prices quoted by Singer Machine Co;
4. List of office equipment with prices. V
T , be Quotation of electrial wiring by the Preeter Elegtirlec Co;
~ L : 6o List of personnel certified as qualified by the State;
RS o 7. List of bids and smount of same;
8+ Resclution of our Directors dated July 20,1941.
9. Letter from Chester Gray of the Negro Commission of Ohi
- . addressed %o Mr. C.R.Terry,dated July 28,1941. :
10. The amount for supplies from L.R.Hirsch Co.

The proposal of our ?ost~waf‘program wa s not requested but mailed to
Mr. Gerhert August 91h,1941l. Exhibit #9.

Nothing was heard from Mr. Gerhert until I phoned him Wednesday, August
13%4%0 ,and 8t that tlme he promised t0 check on our matter and write me

immedistely. It is the matter of his letter thst just came to us

that I now address you. The lett®r is herewith merked Exhibit #10.

We know,and so do. you know that, the Government has been unable to
obtain the manufacture of Army and Navy clothing in proportion to
the Army and Navy needs. We know it from the type and repitition of
bids submitted us,and we know that the Government can share with us
three or four orders for mamufacture,and if it did share at least
four such bids a8 already filed with the Quartermaster including the
sward we had in November of last ysar,this Company would be able to

’definikeiytestablish itselfjpay the costs of our mechinery and equip~-
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- gontracts. I know from the daily papers that this Firm has been given - =~ |

- oannot get contraots,by the larger Companies. However, all of these

- soma one doss not desire the expansion of the garment industry? Mr.

N

b

Miss.Mary Mcleod Bethune
National Youth Administration,
Washington.

ment and 211 other ltems of indebtedness and then to proceed with
our program as outlined in our Post-war set-up.

Slﬂce‘whan have the Goverament assumed the responsibility of dis-

coursgling business, smell or large? It has consistently eneouraged

small and big business. That has been and still is & repeated pro-

gram, avery one knows that and so do welknowit. In this City and

all over the Country,new companies hsve been set up and others e
enlarged. to meet the defense need and garment factorles heve not been

any exeeptione Mr. I.P.Smith ,president of the Hetrick Manufscturing
‘Compsny here advised me personally thet the Government was overload- - ;
‘ing him,that his Company does not went and do not need any Government -~ |

hundred upon hundreds of thousands of doliars in defense contraets.
I am suve that we could obtain information of the location and names
of new garment factories who have more war soatracts than they can
merufacture. If not, why has the Government found it necessary to E
- publet, or, suggest the sub-letting of conirscts to smaller firms that =0

T St ™ 4

new ‘and’ Old‘COm@&ﬂiBS exclude Negro workers and will continue to de
80, What will the Negro do after the defense program is stopped? we
will be right where we are today, "on the begging list". Are we to be
denied the opportunity for self help,and self developement,because

Gerharls conclusions are ambigious,inconsistent,and entirely without
fonndation, espacially so, in consideration of our basic program. It
is simply clever discriminstion agalonst this Company. The faets will
not bear any other conclusion regardless %o hib statement as 10 & L
“soun& gconomic poliey" . , : : ,gf’

We caﬂnoﬁ acoept this sentence of 1life’ poverty even from our Government,
and we will not without a fight to the finish. We have asked only that
the Government give us the same consideration toward help that it has
given to other Firms. We have been honest and above reproach in our
every daalings toward establishing this ¥Firm and the purpose therefor,

This Corporation has been singled out as one that must have no privilege
in the defense program,this 1is plain from the reverse attitude of Mr.
Gorhart now. It is plain diserimination against us as a raclal enter-
prise and.thls discriminstion cannot be smothered with any admissian
that our project is a worthy onse.  This is a Corporation duly organ-
ized and existing under and by virtus of the laws of the State of Ohio
and any pre judice exerted agalnst our corporate right to share equally
the privilege of any other business and the developement of sams is
coatrary to every concept of justice,the Government is plainly hsre
participating in the oruel system of raciasl diserimination and 1% can-
not justly complain of others who are guilty of the same diebolitiaal
act,and I do not,nor do my Directors bslieve that the Presiddnt nor .

MrsaRoosevelt will deny us the simple small aia that we have before -
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requested =and now requesi, The only thing thet we ask of the Gov-

- arpment is at leazst four contracis from blds thet we have svbmitted
inglnding the award %o us lest NHovember. VWith these contracts and
with our set-up we willl be able %o liaguidate our indebtedness,employ
a8 large number of our Race workers now and establish an avenue of

- parmsnent work, os set forth in our Post-war program snd in sddition,
we already have the assurance of & msnufacturing contract from one

of the natlons largest chain store merchants when once we aYe in

Wo believe that the present disposition of our maiter by the Offiocse
of Production Menngament warrants execulive abtsntion, however, we -
know that the Presidant is quite to ocoupled with nstiionsl and inter-
antlonal affelirs to devote any time 4o our appeal, we must then make ‘
‘our mppeal to Mrs. Roosevalt who after-sll is more closely in touch :
with the Negro problem . We are,therefore, pleeding with you for .
onr lmmediate cooperation and interest in presenting this matter to ‘
Mrss Boosevelts attention « Would you make sueh arrangements for
‘w8 ¥ if so, we would appreciate sueh s conferance as gulekly as pos-
‘8ible. The urgency of sn early conferaence,is dme smong other things,
t0 the lnoreasing cosis of our mechinery snd equipment,which 1f you
will notice in the latter of the Singer Sewing Maohine Company is
limited %0 30 days from July 19,1941, and expires August 19,whioch is
i Tuesduy. However, 1f some adjustiment cen be mads within & reasonsable
; perlod it is possible that this cost price esn be retalned.

e e et i N i,

20 that you will be Lully informed, we are fransmitting to you herewith

the letters and exhibits reviewad by Mr, Gerhart,Jr. 0f the O0ffice of
Production Mansgement« These are our personal files and we will ask

that you pleass guard them garefully for our later use. Upon recsipt

of this letter we ask please that you wrlte vs your views, we also ‘
a8k that you wire us eolleet that you have received ocur letter and |
fagte herewith and any other comment you may désire to add.

If you find that you cannot help us in this matter pleass do not hesi- |
fate b0 se inform us. If you desire that I return to Washington at eany
moment wire me sccordingly and I shall leave at once. Mr. Emmer Martin
Lanoaster,onr mutual friend,Director Negro Affairs of the Departmaent

of Commerce cah zive you such cooperation apnd assistence sg you might

wish towsrd encouraging our conferance with KMrs.Boosevalt and I sm

sure thet he will gladly confer with you should youw phone him. I will
sugpest that he phone you in the metter at once. Remeber,l am one of

your boys,you have to help mes

Yery gretefully yours
AYETRICAYN ENTERPRISE ABS0CIATES,IRC.,

By.
presidant.

03s/sp
ine =10,
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ULYSSES L. GARLAND, SEC.
EDWARD W. JORDAN, TREAS.

EDWARD E. ROBINSGN, PRES
MOSE JOHNSON, V. PRES.

The American Enterprise Company
#1105 - City P ark Ave.
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TOLEDO, OHIO

Anril 26,1941.

Hon. ¥rmer Mertin Lancaster
Advisor on Hegpro LAffsirs

U. 5+ Depvertment of Commerce
Weshington, D.C.

Iy dear lr. lancaster :

henk you immensely for your courtecy addressed the Toledo Chsmber
of Commerce and Mr. Grove FPatterson Editor of the Toledo Blsde. I
am busy endeavoring to complete requirments ss mentioned ss auickly
2s vossible and I shsll keep you advised as to pnrogress.

I am today transmitting to the sttention of Hon. J.B.Blesvton,Secre-
tary of the First Annuvel Conference on MNesro Businessmen, my recom-
mendations pursuent to the sareement of g1l Committeemen.

For your informstion, & copy of such recommendations sre attsched
hereto. I am also forwarding copies to Hon. Carlton W. Gelnes; Golden
B. Derby;and Gernerd Wilkinson. I am not definite in the metter of
the correct address of Mr.Wilkinson but I om directine mv cony to

him in csre of the office of the Superintendent of Schools (nezro) of
the District of Columbia. If this sddress is incorrect plesse so in-
form lr.Wilkinson by phone so that he miecht arrsange for prover deliv-
8TV

Youv ere also being submitted copy of my lette r accompanying my rec-
ommendations to Mr. Blayton. All of the matter which I hesve considered
are to me,very imoortent, snd shouvld hive the immediste considerstion
of all Committeemen. I hove you concur with my opinions as expressed
in my letter snd rscommendations. Ap inter-chznge of the resvective
recommendations of Committeemen will greatly =2id our effort and
certainly shounld heve the immediste attentiop—f 2ll Committecmen.

nrasident.
Olendor J.omith.
0Js/sp
enc-11
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~ City Perlk ive.

Anr ll 26, 1941.

Hon. J. B. Blayton, Secretery
Neoro Business Conference,
Citizens Trust Compeny

212 -~ Avburn Avenuve . M.H.
Atlants, Georgls.

Ny desr Mr. Blayton -

Pursuant to instructions given the Committee on "¥indings And Recom-
mendations™ of the Pirst Annuel Conference on Newro Business April
18-19 , 1941, Held at the Dewe rtment of Commerce, I hesve the honour

to transmit to vou herewlth my Elndlng and Recommendations in accord-~
ance therewith.

I should like to sugeest that in view of the importance of the metters -
submitted this Conference and thelr relationship to the welfare of the
ne.tions negro that, this Committee reconvenc not later than August 18,
1941, for consideration of all recommendations of this Committee with

a view toward recommending official action thereon to a semi-znnusl
Conferance which should be celled not later than October 18, 1941.

This sugeestion, I view of importance becsuse of the present national
emergency and the possibility of war which unnuvestionably will aflect
the economic welfare of the nations negro citizenry.

It is my opinion that negro busir.ss men must meet the conditions of
governmental emergency measurses, with firm vision and senseable decision
1ook1ﬂg toward a more wholesome national existence and particinestion of
the negro consistant with the rights of &1l other citizens thet make up
our American way of life. It may become necessary to reconvene the
Conference earlier than sbove sugmested, especially, if war is declared.
sooner. We shounld resolve ourselves into an official body vested with
authority to act on these and other matters vital to the nationsl life
of the negro, and make our decisions lnown to the President through
official Commltuee sction.

As secretary, 1 leave the matter of conveyine such opinions to Committee-
men , in your ccre.

Very respectfully yours,
ALERTCAI EVDERPRIAR A330CIATES, INC

By
President.
' Olsnder J. Smith.
06D
Tne-11
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PINDINGS AND REYCONMIENDATIONS I

OF THE COMIITTER,AT
THE PIRST ANNUATL COMNFERENCE OIf I'SGRO BUSINESS, b
APRIT. 18-19 A.D 1941
AT
The Department of Commerce @
Washington, D.C. ;
By . 7
Olonder Jo Bumito , or Lidunt :
SUEDTCAL TUMELLALLT A3.L0CL LES,TLC '
Yolgwos, ohio
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PINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF
OF THE COMMITTEE,AT THR
FIRST ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF NEGRO BUSINESS,
APRIL 18-19 A.D.1941 AT

The Depariment of CommercGeeess
Washington, D.C.

As Hecommended by Olander J» Smith @

Your Committee finds that the Federal Housling Aﬂministratién as
presently asdministered through variouns lending agencies in the

nation, doeés not emtend to the negro the full and ifmpartial bene-

fits of the FHA Aot} thaet in meny sections of the nstion, FHA

londing agancles have certain estseblished policles whereby certaln
distriots and for certain houses in certdin distriects , particunlarly
those oocupled by negroes, are systematically denied FHA facilitles
by the ingenlous presctlce of either "marking out oa the City Map"

such distriet or houses by red penciling, or etherwise enforeing a
policy injurlous to the comfort and welfare of negro property owners
including the enforgement of a too rigld rule pertsining to the
"esrning" requirment clause agalnst negroes whose earning ocapacity
varies with respeét to the locslity of his employment as well as kind
of game } thet wages of the negro South are less thanm those of the
negro Horth; thet wages of the Hegro East vary with those of the negro
West} that the polley of "eredlt requirments” because of'thaae variouns
wage levals, a8 well as the problem of negro employment generslly ,
must be considered es vital to any eredlt considerantlon of any negro
applicant for FHA assistance.

1T IS THERKFORE,RECOMMENDED, that an lmmediste investigstion be hsd

by the FHA Admlinistrator with a view toward a eorraction of the

SR N S X
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of the "practices™ and the "basis of considerastion®™ of negro appll-

gants; that the FHA Administrator lnclude on his steff s "negro ;
pdministrative esssistant™ whose duties emong other things should be 5
devoted to & studled correction of these conditions and toward an :
established poliey of loans %0 negroes in certaeln dlstrlets of the 5
netion based upon the general earning capaeity of the negre in sueh
aress, and with speelal concern in the rehabilitatian of not only one
particular house but with the rehabilitation of sdjoining and sur ~
rounding houses as well with & definite view toward an smprovement of
such negro district in keeping with the goverament's aéknawledgea
program of "home remodeling" . Such a polley will eliminate bad

housing conditions in areas where & general slum clearance program l1s
not possible nor consldered wise, and will greatly increase the soclsl 5

and economiec life of the people in the ares or distriet so served, as

PR R RF K ERERERRERRR R FF R

well &8 to enhance the value of such ares or distriot. é
!rt .
f

Re: Negro Defense Employment. F
(#2) Ty ’ ,
-— s

As was clesrly established before this Conference,the most vital prob- 2

lem faclng the natlons negro is that of defense employmenty his right

40 share the benefits of such a progrem as well as his duty and well P

defined obligation te share fully the financlsl responsibility lmposed

upon the whole sitizenry of the nation through the lnescapable tax pay~-

ment upon his life nacessities Unless the negro is permitted the full
liberty of a means of earning hls livelyhood, he becomes a subject of
relief or the reciplent of general charity for his sustenence . Only

by esrning end spending his eernings for the nesessltles of 1life ean he

be of value, soclally or ecomomically, to the "form" of 1ife in Americe

which has for its existance the strength and foree of economic end

soalal liberty. Nothing can be dose toward ilnoreasing either the number




(#2 Con't) Re:HNegro Defenss Employment.

of retaill dealers or their ssles unless and until the negro whom he i
must depend upon for buslness, has a jJjobs While negro employmert Iin~

oreasge is»vijal to negro retailers as well ass to the retall trade

generslly, no imployment sbuse is more vielous and yet more vitally

= g

important and of more fax reaching effaet wpon the economic 1life of

the negro than dig crimination practiced by unions and indusitrislists
engeged in defense production. IT IS THEREFRE , RECOMMENDED i i1
That a "negro administrative sssistent™ be employed in the O0ffice of

Production Mansgment , whose duties smong other things should be an b1
4

lmmedinte investlgation and correction of discriminstory practices b

agalnst negro labor in the defense industry; that such an appbgnﬁaa
be & negro versed in law and with business rether %than "sooalisl"
training @ "race relations expert” sto.
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This Conference brought out : . through ilts policy of freely diseussing
ell issues that by virtoe of the foree snd influwence of "Labor Organ-
1zatlons" the negro has been forced out of employment in meny instances
snd in other instsnoes refused mmmbérship in lsbor union: orefts and
Jox trades which,with %he influence of the Natiomel Labor Relations
Board, Lala prerequlsite o any possible employment, partiscularly in
Industrye Thus the negro has been forced to rely upon ths WPA or upon
relief agencies for his sustenence. This experienas is found to be so0

brosd and so viclous in it's epplicatlion and resulis as to warrant

fadersl investigation snd sttention td the methods and policies of

labor uniens whose rights are the subject of enforcement by the NIRB 3
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;*ia Con't) Re: ILabor Conditions,

that the Wagner Lebor Act is either injurious to the right of negro labor
or the "lnientlons"™ of the legislstors are being improperly construed and
improperly enforgad to the abendonment of the rights of the negro lsboror
t0 participaste in the labor msrke$ on a basis of "equality"™ of tight to
share fully the employment privileges granted other raclal groups.

IT IS THEREFORE,RECOMMENDED :

that the President appoint a nagro to the National Babor Relstions Board;
thaet a negro "investigator” of labor condltlons and lsbor unlons asots and
policles be sppointed immediately ss vital to the sccial and economie
welfare of the notlons negro as a etébilleng foree to his peace,security
and netlonal loyalty ln these timas of confuslon and discord; that the
matter of suoh an appolntment be the immedlste consideration of this Com-
mittes with & view ioward an officlel recommendation to the President,
Such & duty, the business men of $this Conference owe the nstlons negro

sltizenry and should be approached with uncompromising firmness.

11
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Re: Grganiz§?§?§'af Retailers.

n
-

It seemed the consensus o¢f opinion of every delegste st this CGonference
thet negro reteil proprietors neaded & sense of direction toward better
business managment. To aceomplish thls objective the nation's negro
rotailers should be organized immediately that they might have the full
benafit of the teehnical mdviee =nd servises of the Depurtment of Commersoe
and of the Buresu of the Census in the pursult of thelr business. This is
importent to relallers 1ln every line of operetion and of equsl importance
to the negro contemplatlng the esteblishment of new retall storess Without

referenoe hers to the meny subjects concerning which the Department and

the Oensus Buresu have glven lmmense study and conslderation of vital
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importaence to retall proprietors, it iz &t cnce NECOMMENDED : E
that the |

Doapariment of Commerpe and the Buresu of the Cesnsus enlarge it's present

negro staff comparable with the task of educating and organizing *the

SO

negro retall propristors into & single group 4o whom specific instrue-

tions and retall dzta can be rsgularly supplisd. ﬁ

f#nuxuntlnunn
L =] & LR W N

e Sk e oo ol Aot oA A

Praschors A?dg??? Negro Youtha
¥

q‘-

(#5)

Reoognlzing, »s this Conference dld, that the negro church is s dominant

factor in every nesre community ia the netlon, 14 would saem consistent §"

with every religlous concept to suggest to negro Preachers thet they

adopt a8 & part of thelr young peoples activities, & very positive

organlized progrem stressing the necsessity of business %raining'ﬁa the
nggro youth,including trades, end skilled mechanics. Some such program

should be considered iIf this Conference 1s to give expression and cone-

~ }?? sideration to metters sddressed to it's attention. I7 IS THEREFORE

ad

. ] RECOMMANDED :
i Ci that such a program be advanced not as & part of the pro-

grem of the National Negro Dusipess L eague,but s a part of the program
of the Depariment of Commerce;that the subjoct be a"treatisse"prepared
by an aceeptable authority of the Church and distributed by the Depart- i

mant of Qommeree 10 negro Ministers oif the netiovn os a pexrt of the

"public service program” of the Depsrtment of Uommerce.
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Ra: Tralning Negro Consumers to Patronise Negro Business.
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Undonbtedly, as was so well emphasized at this Conference, the negro

consumer must he made to reslize how important he is to any glven com- 4

munity 1life, he must be so0ld on the ldea of spending his money with )

T g

;‘  ,‘ negro proprietors and as this oan hardly become a funetion of a Govern-
mantael agency such as the Department of Commeree or Bureau of the Census,

he must himself spproach this problem. IT IS ACCORDINGLY RECOMMENDED:

P T et

That retailwrs' orgenlzations in the varlous logslitles of the nstion o
counld serve thelr mutnal efforts well by organizing all loezl negro
rotall proprietors snd together discuss means of capturing negro trade i
from other groups or aereas; that they put on sanuel or semi~annual pro-
grams, or "Retailers Falr" for the purpose of tralaing negro eonsumers
to patrenize‘négro gtores; give prizes; and put on exhiblticons of their
varlous produnets. 8Such an organized forse with & definite progrem will
certainly focune stteniion on and encourage grester loyalty to rasiasl
enterprises. This shonld fmmedistely be the subject of a vigorous nation

wide ozmpaign of negro retsil proprletors which oczn well be encouraged

by this Committee. It is s0 regommended.
S SERRN 1 L F 1
Lo eendiibiziniibiidbidehee
BN ! /
e Negro Retailers Need Seclel Vision !
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An ovil of the most discouraglng kind as a msejor factor in the consider-

ation of the metter of negro patronage of negro retall stores,is the

fallure of negro proprietors to show any concerted concern in the welfare

of the community from which they seek business, and seed to feel they

should by sll-means buy his goods. Many of the delegetes ware especially
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#(#7 Con't) Rev Fegro Retallers ﬂeed.(Soéial Visios. ?

interested in o chenge of this situstion. It is felt that with & larger
social vision and a larger sosial responsibility on the part of negro
proprietors there will come & corresponding respect snd & lerger social
vision of the comsumer publlo. The absenge of such soglal vislon and

refined eduoational leadership on the pewt of such proprietors has |
resulted in serious seles loss to the sdvantage of white proprietors who N
ars always ready with contributions tc guite often quesiionable enterprises, %
but which do serve %o estsbllsh such white proprietor as s friend of the
negro,when in reality he ls simply & scheming businessmen,whether good or

bads The soolsl vision of such negro proprietor i1s not mecessarily a 3
matter of his participation in/la;eﬁimate soclial life of the sommunity. ﬁ

It may be thet he i1s laoking in his personal greetings; his personsl
appearance ) it may be that hls stores' gepeml appearsnce does not meset
the requlrments of neatness; even the appearance of his home or If hs
lives in the sﬁere building,the appesrance of his living qusriers is a
serfous faotor. In short, his whole social mennerism is coanstanily

aub jeet to examination. He must realize that he is a public servant and
being such,he must at all times consider the publie's wishes as lmportent
40 his buslness succesd. It 1s theyp , lmmedistely RECOMMENDED

That the metter of a "lerger social vislon® on the part of negro proprietors

be the subject of further study; that this metter be referred to an

"authority” for s treatiseto be distributed among such retellers together
with these and other recommendations considered vitel to negro trade as

i here consldered
/ SRS SR ARARRE AR LE RN S YN
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Re: Educetional Institutions And Their
Responsibility.
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One of the sad revealations a% this Conferense was the fact that for teo
long,negro educatidonel institutions have falled to properly sid studenis

in detsrmining thelr vooatlion on the basis of his or her particular i

sharscteristios and personality, as evidenced possibly by hie lor her

scholastlc averages. Such institutions must,es wes the generaj opinion of

the Conference, to justify continued confidence in their studied efficlensy,
sasume at once, & grester responslbility in encouraging the negré youth to
a8 greater pemtmﬁxon into and closer integration with the economioc structum .
8s it ls ftoday constituted,snd will be coanstituted in tomorrow yearse. To

leavs the ¢uestion of vocation entirely to an inexperienced and uninformed
mind is a tregedy thet today finds too many well irained lawyers,dentists,

gnd physiclans,wailting table; acting as messsenger boys; elevator tenders,

and other menial types of employmsnt Lfor which they ere by training gver-
fitted,snd for which they naturally have an abhorrengse. 3neh experiences

have resulted in s very merked dlscoursgoment to the negre youth to the

axtent thai there exists llttle or no lncentive or ambition to seek further
educationasl trainlng. This ls indeed a tragedy,much of the fault of whieh

must be placed &% the door of the uncongerned,incompetent or ill-advised
highor school lesdership and learning. This Conference wonld fail in a

sarious duty if Lt peglscted attention %o this important part of the life

and tralning of our youths IT IS THEREPORE RECOMMENDED THAY : negro edn§a~
tional institutlons recognize s larger responsibility to the youth depend-

ent upon such lastituiions for voeational guldende ss well as intellectual

training, especielly lo this period of s¥ress upon definite qualifications

for various types of serviee; thet this subject should be treated im treatise
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form by some one qualified %o discuss the subject from the svendpoint of ]
today's "demand” and distributted smong negPo students of the nation.
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(#9) Retailers And Dsily Sales Records
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With various federsl ta¥, stete tex, together with the absolule necessity
of businessumen complying with federal regulations relative te income tex
and éhe various limitations, dredits, and sllowances if connegtion therae~
wilth, it is becoming inaraa&ingly‘necessary for retall proprietors snd
businessmen generally %o meintain & regular and conslistant system of sales,
balanees, income and expendltures of the business. I think that Court fines
and prison sentences in recent years serve a8 a curt reminder of the
exactness of tax lews. 1 know of mfiores in many seotions of my city,
aspecially those overasted by negro oroprietors,that contlove the last
aeh%ury me thod of paylng bills and buying stock. No thought ls given %o
the émannt of #ally ssles,kind of sales,dally expenditures nor waskly
gross or nat earningse If he has the money he pays and stleks the receipt
on the well; if he does not have the money he invites the credit agent

to oem& back later. Some time such agent or sgenis make several twrips
before they finally ecollect, and what ere the results of this business
afficiency T unstable earnings; unknown profits; unknown stock; snd bad
oredit,with these commeraisl epithets comes physlcel exhaustion from long
ané~iﬁ&ef1nite hours of work; nerveousness; bad health, and finslly

npusiness failure" all of these experiences are avoldable if negro pro-
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(#9 Con'4) Re: Reteilers And Daily Sales Records.

prietors will sccepl advice esnd services of sn socountant , the cost and
benefit of whiech will pay for Ltsel? in business efficlency and very
likely evoid & lewyer fee or & day in joll if not years ocf e phy%ieians
attention, and ebove all, & continued and possibly an'expanded bnsiness,
If I could offer brief madvice to & negro proprietor 1t would possibly

be like this :

Don't carry your "books™ in your head;

Don't cerry your bills and recelpits on your store wall;
Don't esryy all your money la your pocket or cash reglster;
Don't pey your bills over the counter;

Don't discouvss your bunsiness in the presence of customaers;

Enow your gross income}
Know your net income;
Kdow whet department brings in the most eaplial;
Know your verious tax costs snd the smount pald out in tex receipts
Know the amount of bhusiness you do sach month
EKnew the samount of business you did ia the oorresponding month a
. Yaer ago;
Know your sustomers;thelr heablis and peoular likes and dislikes
Know that your customar is satisfied before he lesves your stores

The fallure of negro proprietors to give attention to these simnle Trequir-
ments to good business methods resulis in 8 capital loss of no small amount
as well as personal worry and indeaision. IT IS THE PLEASHRE OF THIS
COMMITTEE TO RECOMMEND THAT : the importanes of s sareful bookkesplng

system as well ae an amslysis of present tax reguirmesis together with

 ??1§ ' consideration of the showve 13"parsonsl hsblt polnts™ be ths subject of s
"grectlise™ to be printed and distributed to negro ratall propriastors in the

B i natlon by the Depariment of Jommaraca.
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3 Not "Social Workers And Race Relatlon Experts”
; Bul "lawyers 4nd Buslnessmen" 1s the need in

Polloy-msking Positions.

This Committee finds that Iln far too meny lastances, eppointments hsve

bean made withoul consideration of experiance OF qualifiaetions, to
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"policy-meking"” positions; thet in & great msny instances,howsver, ths
duties of such negro execuiive heve been pesrformed with credit and
effieienay; thet a stundy of meny executive eppointments on the baslis of
exyefienea and general qualificstions will disclose & laeck of sdaptebility
and ?ia&en nece ssary snd pertenent to the 1life of the natloas negré con-
slstant with the economic and soeial changes es they affect his 1life today
and will sffeet his 1ife inm tomorrow years. It is elearly the duty and
raspansibility of negro business men to chart the course o0f governmentel
atteaﬁion end sotion dlrected towsrd economic freedom of the nstions
negroe IT IS THEREFORE,RECOMUENDED : that the wisdom end poliey of employ~-
fag trained busisess men and lawyers in verlous governmenial departiments
rather than Sooisl Workers , and /or Ruce Relations Bxperts, be the

sub ject of immediste study wlth e wiew toward an officiel recommesndatlion
%0 the Prasident fox chenges in certsin execsutive funetions whare it 1s
found that the absence of the necdssary expe riencs, ¥raining, and qualifi-
¢etions warrant substitutlon; that sueh changes howsever must be made
without sny weflection upon those lavolved end be made without loss of
selary or positlonal standing except ss to "title" efflclency being the

only considerstion hesed wupon the best service possible to the Governms nt

and to the nsetious nepgro.

IT? I8 PURTPHER RECOMMENDED THAT ; because of the exigeney of the many

sub jeets considerad by this Conference conocerning which administrative
and exeoutive ettention is vitel to the welfere,peace und security of the
netions negro,that thls Conference be reconvened wilithim six months and
not leter than Oetober 18,1941 ; that Hon.Emmer Martin Lancester be by
this Committee selected es Chairman Pro tem ; thet this Committee meaet
agaln for the continustion of the businsess of this Conference within

sixty days end not lster then August 18,1941.

Begpectfully submitted,
Clander J« Smith, president
N AMERICAN ENTERPRISE ASSOCIATES ING.

i




EDWARD E. ROBINSCN, PRES:
MOSE JOHNSON, V. PRES.

The American Enterprise Company
1100w~ CltV‘P c fve.

TOLEDO, OHIO

April 16,1941.

ULYSSES L. GARLAND, SEC.
EDWARD W. JORDAN, TREAS.
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Kre. Emmer Martin Lancaster, Lo ‘ez v fMﬁMQQJ
Negro Advisor,
Department of Commerce, £ s il /9

Weshington, D. C. l v&é@i'mbﬁ fr-grppcl. wwquﬁe
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Desgr Mr. lencsster :

I am just today in receipt of a communication from kiss.
Mary McLeod Bethune, Director, Division of Nesro Affairs
of the National Youth Administration, sdvising of s meet-
ing celled by you for April 18 end 19th, in coanection
with governmental procedures and plans in the mstter of
the Government's Defense progranm.

This Corporstion, orgwnlzec by negroes as a garment manu-
facturlng concern is interested in obtaining R.F.C assist-
snce in the purchase of machinery and equipment, and , con-
cerning which we heve experienced some difficulty,becsuse
of what we believe an unjustified demend of us by this
Government agency. It was concerning this thet we addressed
Miss Bethune,end she has suggested thet, in view of your
above meeting,we should communicate with you at once for
your co-operation and aedvise you of our intention to be
represented at this meeting .

I shall heve to leave here tomorrow nieht for Weshington,
and not being informed the vnlace of such meseting,or the
time of same,it would be good of you to heve one of your
staff phone me at the Whitelaw liotel,ehout the time of my
arrival 8:30 A.Li. the plsce snd time of the meeting. I
shell deeply appreciste this courtesy .

Very truly yours,

07s/s
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April 24, 1941

Mr. Earl P, Rumpt, Managsr
Industriel Department
Toledo Chamber of Commerce
Toledo, Okhio

Dear Hr. Rumpf)

Thie First Annual Conferense cn the Negro in Business presented
by the United States Department of Commerce closed its two day

- gession on Saturday, April 18th, 1941, Discuseions and propoeals
presented by businessmen, government specimlists and educators
‘comprised the program agenda,

)fTha business organizations of @bledo,AOhio were ably represented
; by .¥r, Olander J,. Bmith. Preaident, The American Entsrprise As80~
ciation;

s
sy During the Friday session of the Conference, Hr., Emil Sehrem,
O irman of the Reconstruotion Finance Corporation spoke on Negro
, ;p egration and the R, F. C. At the close of Mr. Schram's ade
/[ dress a discussion ensusd with reference to certain loan condi-
'/, btibns demanded of the American Bnterprise Association, Inc. Nr.
;. Smith who invoked the discussion was invited by Mr, Sohram to
55  confer with him privately Saturday morning. The conference bee ,
;’/ ;twean the R, ¥. 0., official, My, Smith and ¥r, Golden Darby, Secre- b
A tary, The Chicago Negro Chamber of Commerce resulted favorably. 4
5 ' :

e ;% | As aonditions precedent to the approval of the loan, the followw
., ing requirements were requested by the Corporation.

"

4% t ' 1, Presentation to the Corporstion of one letter from &

i 4 respedtable banking institution expressing its willingness
'j " %o advance pay-roll monsy.

N . 2. A complete list of persons owning stook in the company. i

3, That ¥r. Smith raise the sum of $19,000.
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The Division of Hegro Affairs is generally. interested in the.
welfere of Negro business enterprises, and espesially urges
that in view of the assistance offered by the Uorporation,

the Chamber of Commerce place at ¥r. Smith's disposal all am
vailable asgistance for the early completion of these arrapg@-
ments,

This offies will render all availeble assistance to interested

agencies in thig venbure, and we would appreciate your r¢aetions
with refersnce to this propoeal, /

Very truly yours, .

Brmer Martin laneaster =
Adviser on Negro Affairs -
U. 8, Department orﬂgnmgggga
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Apred 26, 1941

¥y Grovey P&m
Editor, The ToYedy Hieds
Toledo, Ohie

Dear Mr, Pakberatns

The Firet Ammual ‘Confereuce on bhe Negro in Busineas

khe Ua Fo De M#ﬂm«ﬁa&é&%tﬂw“tﬁmmwg

190, 194& Dlsoussions and sals d Yy busine
M' 7t speoialists end “Mmpmﬁmwwmw nine "

My Olander Je Swibh, President, the Awerdcon Biiterprise Asscotoblen,
: Xw” shly msmmm the busisess organizetions of Teledo, Ohm

During the x‘riéay afberaoon session whish wes addressdd by ire Bwmdd

Sohram, Ohairmen of the Nesomgbruction Finencs Corporation, a dise
cunshon ensued wﬂ;h reforents to cerdaly donditions in commection
with the w{ ingof & loan ttwmrd the firm represented by e
M‘g&ﬁ My sﬁﬁ- , W advised by W, Sehvam to M&Wiw him

' ; mrnﬁ,m rivebely at Wils offioe, The conferenpe bhobwwen
a1y of the R F. 6. and Mo Suibh wes most favorable, emd a

 Aokn by bhat sgousy sromised to bhe firm reprosented by Nre

Smith on aanaiﬁim %ha:t; the felloving reguiremsnts were made s

s Presentation W the Corporation of & lebker from a reputadle
M;ﬂ{mg inatitubion ewpressing 1bs willingness %o advenes pays
roil wEoney.

s The submission m: the Uspporaticn of a complete 1ist of sbookw
Wl%”&

8y That My, Smith hﬁ required %o ralas a gum of %19*@0@.

i i ”iﬁ““’”a“””‘”*a“ faterested 1n the welture s drwiop-
o Bl #m #o8, Gnd we o Wrge

seutod by Me, Suith be swarded all available assiskences

In the evont that furbher Information is desired in connestion with
thene requests thic offics will be glad Yo comply with that serviee.

Very sincorely yours,

Bumer Hayrbin Lanssstor
Adelser on Negro ‘

» Affalre
FMlsdnd Ty B, mmwotw
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amd uﬂless its de- ) NL =Night Letter

erred character is in- LC=Deferred Cable .

dicated by a suitable . . eferre le :

- | symbol above or pre- | - NLT =Cable Night Letter
‘ceding the address. ‘

9).

Telegram or Cable-

CLASS OF SERVICE & & ; E S ll E R} 2t sympors ]
This is a- full'tatc ’ 2 .DL=Day Letter . o

R. B. WHITE . . . NEwcomMB CARLTON . AN WILLEVER Shf Radiogram
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD- FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 4

The* ﬁlmg tnne ahown in the date line on: telegrams and day letters is STAN DARD TIME at point of origin, - Time of receipt is STANDARD TIME atpoint of destination *

| WETss 49 DLC=TOLEDO OHTO 22 242P 1A A1 5 34t_,:
;‘EMER MARTIN LANCASTER"’ mt(/ | |

NEGRO ADV!SOR DEPT OF CQMMERCE—

LETTER TOLED@ CHAMBER GF CGMMERCE AND BLADE NOT HERE ST@P
MUST HAVE IMMEDIATELY STOP IF NOT ALREADY FORWARDEB.

e et e ® ot

TNFORM BOTH PARTIES COPY OF CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS WIEE BET

e e e

fSENT THEM WHEN PR}NTED ST@P SEND ME COPY OF YOUR

,COMMUN!CATI@NS STOP D@NT DELAY LETTERS STOP PROGRAM HERE
VDEPENDS UPON YQUR LETTER“‘

OLANDER J SMlTHP

FEMME R Q[ANDER&%

-

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE
i

f
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November 26, 1941

v, Charles A.w Shm

General Manmgey

Watohbowey Life Ifmmm Coe
Bﬂﬁmﬁ %m

Doay Mrs ﬁlﬁtﬂ

The ﬁm&mk ﬂi&‘hﬁbﬂ#&m nmam of 0uP.Ms has indtiated
& plen 4 evell to mamfacturers and porsons in business,
faodiivien m duﬁumu aontraeh omu.

On the 10N ﬁf ﬁmnbﬁt, m swial Srains lofhs Washe
ingon for & tour throughout the sounbtyy to inform manuw
fasturory and suell bus nwsenen a# Go the function of the
Contyaot Distribution Division end the provedurs tio ses
- oure de!!’m "“n@mﬁ m«! grwxx'mm; ordors, Governe

sonk officinls From Ay, Newy snd Haritime
ns and &Mw usinegsw

g ,‘ thu ia an mppwkunﬁ.ﬁy for WW* fn busle
y beow bed with this defense servios, and
tﬁaw«%mom ui‘ ﬁhﬁq‘nmm;mﬁim 48 %o Mo:m you M

ﬁ&mﬁw \ﬁmm 'mm mn be pn &iapiw &mhw Srd a:ﬁ
Ban Anbonin, Depember 4&h ob Houston and Dewember Sth at
Palins, 'XM“ speoinl trains mre not open to. the public,
and adnission thereto is by eards issued by field afi‘&uu
of the Contresh Distribubion Division of the O0,PM., whioh
for your informatiom is looated at the Federal mwm
Bank Building 1:1 w&m

The Washingbon of fica has Mm yequested to advise the

varions field offiees %o inplude solored businessmen in
the inspeotlion tous of thess treing, end I think it ade
visable that you gontaet your Pield office immediately,

le& let me know the outoams of your efforts,

Yory truly yours,

Emioy Martin Lancaster
Adwiser on Negro Affairs
U 8¢ Department of Commerce

BML ¢ dmls
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WATCHTOWER LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

HOME OFFICE: 222 WEST DALLAS AVENUE - RO.BOX 2097

HousToN, TExXAS

March 17, 1941

Mr. Emmer Martlin Lancaster,

Adviser on Negro Affalrs

United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Shaw:

Acknowledgment 1s made of your letter of Mareh 12,

in which you advise of the conference on the "Negro

In Business'" to be held Friday and Saturday, April

18 and 19, 1n the Department of Commerce Auditorium,
#ashington, D. C. It would be a definite pleasure

for me to be able to be 1n attendance at this conference,
but my schedule at the present time willl not permit me

to avail myself of this opportunity. If, however, there
1s any service I may render you in thls partlcular seection

in connection with any program which may be adopted, I
shall be pleased to do so.

Very truly yours,

N a L

Chas. A. Shaw,
Secretary

CAS:tje

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY AND NOT TO ANY INDIVIDUAL
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| . . ‘ ‘ Harch 12, 1941

¥r. Cherlss A. Show
Watditower Life Insurunce Company
r'}r}f;, k3

@2 West Dallus Avenue
Houston, Texas

5

Danr Hr. Shaw

During the pagt year communications sere addressed to
you with referepce to the formation of a Hatiepnal Hegro
Business Committes and Confersncs to affect a more ad-
aquate integration into the Depurtwent of Commerce of
Negroes engaged in business. Hecently, the conference
and commitites were spproved by the Secfetary of Commerce,
and o preliminury mnpouncemsnt thersof has bosn propsred
and submitied 4o the Depariment's Presa Bursou for im-
mediate reloase,

e

Letters oo file indicate that you spproved of thie pro-
grap, sad [ am plessed to anmounce thut this conference
on the MNegro in Business will be held Friday and Satur-
day, April 18tk and 19th in the Dapurtment of Commerce
Audivoriws, Washington, D. C,

A subasguent relesse containing the gessioms, spaskers

‘ond photographs will be distributed chortly. In order

to complete our progrem and comply ith the reguests of

newspapers for a list of persons aftending the confereuce, , .
- we respectfully urge thoi you send your photograph and ude

¥ige ua as to your attendance st your very esrliest oppor-

tunyﬁy.

The Department of Commerce will not be ahle to defray
the traveling or accommodation expenses of codmittoe
membors, and po attendsnce or rogistration fee #ill be
shinrged.

Wg pxpect your active participstion in the conference
digsoussions, and I awsit yvour replys

g : Very til ; yours,

: Hamer Martin Lumgesster
: PR Adviser on Hegro Affairs
: U. 5. Repartment of Conrerce

H
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OFFICE OF
THE DIRECTOR

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

WASHINGTON

May 8, 1941

Bureau of Foreign and Dowg
Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

5 VAL SERD T 50 e

i

Sir:

s WAV O 194

A recent communication received by this Bureau includes

a request for certain information or publications issued by
your office. I have noted below the nature of the request
and fheAnamerand address of the writer, who has been advised
that this part of the communication has been referred to
your office.

Very respectfully,

Vergil D. Reed
Acting Director.

Miss Catherine Singleton, 522 W. Dibert Avenue,
Springfield, Ohio, requests a copy of the report on
recent Conference on The Negro in Business.




April 28, 1941

Hon, Foil Schrem, Chelrmen
Reconstruotion Finance Corporation
Washington, U C.

Decy Arg

This offics wishes to express ibe appreolation for your
appoaronse and presorbation ab the Fridey evening sos
gion of the Conference on the Negro ia Businesss Infore
mel discussion and written commuications recsived by
this offige gxpross pleasure wad generel banefit from
your remerks on the polisy end procedurs of the Reocum
abruction Pinance Corporatione

I foel assurod thet Negro businsssmen have o greswer
respect for your Agenmsy ty reason of your frauk end
informative sddress.

Sinve all other govermmerd ofPficials have sulmitted
their spaoched in writing for cur published volume we
urge that you prepars aid submit to us o wribben marmm
sordpt of youwr address for this pubiicetion,

Very sinceresly yowrs,
Pemey Martin lencaster

Adviger on Negro Affairs
Vo 8y Deprrtmant of Comercs

ML ydag
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

July 28, 1941

Mry Emil Sohrem
Prosident, New York Stook Exchange
Now Tork Mﬁm New York

Deayr Mr, Schrams

A voquest has beon presented to the Searetary's Offioce
for Maiw %o publish Aumedlebely the offloial

prodeedings of the First Ammal Conference on the Negvo
h Business whioh convemsd in Weshinghom, D Ce, Aprdl
18th and 19k, A - of address and the mm
aion which fellowed is enclosed for werifisation amd
mMm ‘

'&‘m Somment wma roforence 4o these prooeedings will
be spprocisted by this offics,

Vory sinserely yours,

Beonor Meierbin lancaster
Encley Adviger on Nagro Affairs

ML sdn Uy 84 Deperiment of Commros

i
H
i
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November 26, 1941

m‘, Avg MG Mﬁi
32085 Thoues Avenus
Dalles, Toxae

The Conbyack Distribution Division of OuFiMy has initisted
s plan to sveil to manufacturers end persons in business,
facilities for defense ponbract orderse,

On the 10th of November, thre¢ special trains left Rashe
inghon Por & tour thyoughout the seuntry %o inform manyw
Pacturery and smsll businesemen a8 o the function of the

© Cenmbrast Distribubion Divislon and the proosdure o sde
gure dafense sontyspty sud proouremsnt orderse Govertw
Gemniasion will agoompany theso trains and hdvise businesse
men on dofense teohmiques | v

In wy judgnent this is an opportunity for Negroes in busi.
mwmaﬁma with this defense sdrvise, end
the purpose of this commmication is to laforn zou end
othey proninent persons in businsse who desire to dnspect
these defenss exhibite, the date and plase of these defense
trains, These tyains will be om dlsplay December 3rd b
Sen Antonlg, December 4th st Houstom and Desgmber Sth ab
Dallay, These spesial trains are not open %o the publis,
and sdnission thereto is by osrds issued by field offices
of the Uonbtrach Distritution Division of the O4Puley whish
for your informetion 4s locnted st the Federal Reserve
Bank Bullding in Dellase

The Washington off4i6e has boen requested to advise the
various £isld offices to include colorsd businesgmen in

the inspsotion tour of these Traing, snd I think it ade
vissble thet you eonteck your fleld office immediabMly,

Please let ma know the ‘uuw»m of your effortne

Very truly yours,

Troner Mertin Lensester
Advisey on Negro Affalrs
Ue Se Dopartment of Commerce

EML ¢ dnh
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Office of .
C.C. Spaulding, President LI&
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DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA
December 2, 1941

Mr Emmer Mertin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

U S Department of Commerce
Washington, D ¢

Dear Mr Lancasters

Your letter of November 25 informing me of
the special trains which will tour the
country is indeed appreciated. I have al-
ready written the office at Charlotte, North
Carolina for admission cards and I shall be
pleased to let you know the outcome of my
effort.

With all good wishes,

CCSpaulding eb

”
No Home Complete Without North Caroling Mutual Policies”

N
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 nesz Yo
tha purposs of tm eommunicontion is to inform you and

,I’;’mua let me kmw the ocutoome of your efforts.

. e -

November 25, 1941

e Gu G, ﬂvo.uiding

Pyasidont
Ne Ou Mubusl Life Insurance fca.
Durham, North Cerolims.

Deny My, apdixidiag;

The amm Bmamm Division of OyP.Ms has inibiated
a plap %o avail to manmufactuvers and persons in business,
tm&kiﬂu f‘ar dofonse omm ordera.

On' m &Wk df Rovember, khme spooial trains left Washe
iﬁam@u for & tour throughout the sountry to inform meamme

/fasturers snd small businessmen es to the funstion of the
# Conbruot Distribubion Division and the procedure to se~
/- curm defense contracts and procuremsnt orderse Governe

dent of fhodils from the O.P.Me, Army, Navy aund Maritine

‘Comniswion will aocompsny these tﬂ&n& snd advise businessw ‘

nen on dm‘mn seohaiquey
In my ,g;ii

!

_nh this iz an opportuniby for Negroes in busie
guing’ aoqueinted with this defense service, and

othey prmm persons in business who desire to inspest

- these dofense exhibits, the dete and plase of these defense

treings Thoss trains will be on display Desember 9th st
Greamsbora, en Deoenber 10th at Charlotte and on December
18th b Raledghs These speoial trains are not open 4o the
publie, snd admission thereto is by cards issued by field
offices of the Conbrach Dighribution Division of the O0uPul,
which for youy information 48 loceted st the New Liberty
Life Bua.lﬁing m Charlotio.

The Waahingtm off'ice has been requested to edvise the
various field offices to innlude od ored businessmen in the
inspection tour of these tymins, and I think it m&v&aable
*km# you eontash your fiela office immedietely,

Very 4ruly yours,

Exmer Martin Lancaster
Adviger on Negro Affaim
Us 84 Department of Commerce
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| of Dr. Fe D' Pahtorson are abaenba

Ostober 1, 1840

LS

) Mre Go Co. Spauldin;. President

North Carclina Mutual Life Imsurance Co.
Burha.m, North Carolina

D«.r Mry spauldingx

I presume tho pressure of business has ‘prevontod you CZ\ :
from further consideration of my recent imvitation to
become s 'member of the National Negro Business Aéviaoﬁy
Councils The dates of the conferemce of this Counoil,
have been temtatively set for November 8th and 9th}.
ting forty-six prominent profcner? ‘
ave ascepted membership on the' Goungiu” A-u

mong those of eminenoce, only yours and the acoeptance
. \‘
v
/v

1
As a part of *bhia program, we are planning a m“ ot~

“Ang Friday evening, November 8th. The co ittbe degires

that Dri Patterson sct as chairman of the maeting, - od
that the prisoipal speakers will be you and \the Hony'
Josse H. Jenea, Secretary of Commerce. ‘\“\
I hope to secure approval of this oonferenoo! at tho‘
close of the week, amd thereafter full 60&&:&.‘1& in b\il
letin form will be published.

] 1

&_,._,
e

f

A

' Pleaae wri“be me your reaotions at your earlﬂﬁt appor :
tunity. i !
i Y
Respectfully yours, ; i
Bmper Martin Lunnastati-
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
Us 8¢ Department of ICommerce.,
Ji 4
EML: DMH , § f{
1
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DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA
October 4, 1940

Mr E M Lancaster

Adviser on Negro Affairs
U S Department of Commerce
Washington, D C

Dear Mr Lancaster

I have carefully considered your reguest to
have me serve on the National Negro Busi-
ness Council and regret I am unable to

give you a favorable reply. I must of neces-
sity relinquish a few of my responsibilities
and it would be unwise to accept additional
assignments. I am sorry I cannot serve.

Best wishes,

CCSpaulding eb

“No Home Complere Without North Carolina Mutual Policies.”




Office of
C. C. Spaulding, President

DurHAM, NORTH CAROLINA
August 21,“1945 T

Mr E M Dancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
Department of Commerce
Washington, D C

Dear Mr Lancaster

Mr Spaulding is out of the office for a few days,
but before leaving asked that I acknowledge re-
ceipt of your letter of August 15. .

He asked that I mention to you the meeting of
the National Negro Business League to be held in
Detroit, Michigan August 28, 29, snd 30. He ex-
pressed the opinion that the League and your De-
partment could be of mutual help to each other,

He will communicate with you later concerning his
serving as a member of your Advisory Council.

I trust you will find it possible to attend the
meeting in Detroit.

v truly yours,

“x erry
Secretary to My/Spaulding

“No Home Complete Without Nerth Caroling Mutual Policics”



¥r. Cu G, ﬂpaulding
North Carclina Mutusl

. Life Insursnce Company

Durhem, North Carclina

Desy My, Spaul&ing:

Recently & lettar was addreasod to you containing proe-
posals for the formetion of & National Negro Business
Advisory Council to which you replied favorably.
purpese of this communication is to ascertsin if you
. will serve as. a*mmmbér thereofs

Details pertainiﬁg to the program and dete of the oconw
ference will be putlined later in the form of & Departe

ment releass,

I ewnit your reply.

EML 1 DNMH

August 15, 1940

Respectfully yours,

Enmer Mertin Lancaster

Ady
Ust

ser on Negro Affairs,
» Department of Commerces

The
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DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA

June 26, 1940

L Mr Emmer Martin Lancaster
o Advisor on Negro Affairs

i U S Department of Commerce
Washington, D C

Dear Mr Lancaster

7{; Acknowledgment is made of your letter of June eighth.

o While I have not had .an opportunity, as yet, to give
i serious consideration to the matter discussed in

your letter, I am of the opinion that such a confer-
ence as you have in mind should be called in Washing-
ton in the Department of Commerce. It occurs to me,
also, that a smaller group of men - considerably less
than fifty - could compose the Council and this group
should include persons who would be able to finance
such a trip.

I think your plan has merit and no doubt it could be
worked out very effectively.

Best wishes,

« .
NO HOME COMPLETE WITHOUT NORTH CAROLINA MUTUAL PO!,!CIES"

R
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June 8, 1940

¥r. C. C, Spaulding, President

- North Carolive Mutusl Life Insurance Co, !
ﬂufhﬂm, };i 'Gv

~ee

D‘ir :Mr?- S’paulding:‘ i

The Doparbmen’a of -Commerce is interested in assisting Negro
busimues with:. the&.r problems as they relate to Govermmental

' mgulations, ‘bat: unfcrtunately, oxoept for stetistical data
‘upon, retall eésbablishments and their incowes, we have very

1ittle knowledze of their problems. Information pertaining

thereto in my opinioh cean be acquired only through a medium
ot eoaeaot wieh the: radoral Govenmnt. I !mve in' mhzd the

f

finanoiel and manufacturing interests, retail and wholesale 1
astahlishmms. g

 Iiwould ‘be plea : iqo lsarn yaur views on such an orraniz&tion / ]

e wl*l as’ '“o%h,s'r ~pmh1ems~ relaﬂng ThgrEto / .
:’),\ r"{ L

I prc:poae '!:bat this Eegro Council ehould be oompozed of fifty ‘ ';
or- more’ prominent Negor businessmen throughout the country /o

who are representatvie of all types of business ineluding /i ‘;

|

Of sourse I eould not_expect: theno men, serving volunterily, to
spend money for a trip to Washington to disouss these matters , _
but - they oould. mat with us at the conference of the Ha‘bional /A

HNegro Business League in Dctroit, ‘Michigan, this summer or et /

other times most convenient to the majority of the comwittese. / \

proposals.
Respectfully yours,
Emmer Martin Lanocaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs,
Us 84 Department of Commerce,
EMLidmh : é

I shall be pleased to have your reaetions with reference to the P ?‘*"
j
!
;
f
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%
|
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August 27, 1940

Mr. Edward S8immons, Prop.
Ocean Fiah Company
Qharlaston, 8e Co

Dear ’iro Simmons s

The }Jspartment of ﬁomeroa is infmrestad in auilting
Hegro businesses with their probwins as they relate to
Governmental regulations, ‘but unfortunately, eéxcept for
statistioal datd upon reta.il establishments and their ine
oomes, we have’ &ery 1ittle knowledge ‘of i their iproblems.
Information perﬁo.ining thorsto in my e;:inion oan be aow
“quired only thz;bugh & mediym of contact with; the Federal
Governments I'have in mind ‘the formetion of a Negro Busie
ness Advisory ’feauncil or ‘committee ‘zimilar to the Business
Advisory Coundfl which meets at the call of the Secretery
of Commerce, Yo recommend and. advise methods o:“ improving
business by Gavernmantal assistance. '

A I propose theﬁ: this Negre council sho 14 be campoaed of

Pifty or mar/e prominent Negro businesgmen throughout the
sountry who/are ropresentative of all types of business
including ﬂimmih and manufesturing \:),ntorcata . rotail
and whalos&le ostaé\%ishmnts.

Recently /Profouor J‘plu ¥. Lewis and A“@soaiate Professors
He Hayloi‘ Fitshugh apd James B, mtchem\ of the Departe
ment of aomme end Pinsnce, Bowerd Urliversity, conferred
with me'with reference to the foregoing. Out of this oon=
ference fieveral proposals wers made with reference toward
using the Negro Aﬂvicbry office or the Department of Com=
merce af a clearing house for all ogrq} businesses throughs
out the/ country pertaining to (a) businsss sdministra ioxr;
suisde, dnniriou s, epkitutions, QY

mined, !by maintaining a\iict furnished by ;o schools of

all tpioo students applying for jobs (in yarious types of
siring expert

busi nac and a list Mﬂmoaa businaud\es
{




’4‘“’_
B

mnplcyees of callego experience, (c) fac‘bunl studies to
be made available for the bLenefit of 11 H«bgro busi-
nesses, (d) & conference to be called &nd held in the
auditorium off the Department of Commerce and its use
thereof as headquarters for the proposdd sopmittee of

which the professors of business admini tro.bion cpurses
in Negro institutions will be mambers.

I shall apprdciats your maotiona with p feironoe *be these
proposals, and I await your inmediate re lm.

".
iy
zt ¢ ‘. '

|

Respectfully ijpur’\s .
' i , l “i
Emmer Martin I-anoqster A

Adviser on Negro Affairs, °
Use So Deparﬁmnt oi‘ Gemerceak
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WATCHTOWER LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

HOME OFFICE: 222 WEST DALLAS AVENUE - RO.BOX 2097

HousTOoON,TEXAS

November 5, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancester, Advliser on Negro Affairs
U. S. Department of Commerce
W&Shlngton, D.C.

Dear Dr. Lancaster:

Acknowledgment 1s made of your letter of Cctober 29,
with reference to your conference of the proposed
National Negro Business Advisory Councll belng post-
poned untll a later date. In answer to your linquiry
with reference to my willingness to continue to serve
as a member of this Councll, I am advising that I shall
be very pleased to serve ln any way possible.

Very truly yours,
O (i‘;@-;_ i&":?’

Chas. A. Shaw,
Seceretary

CAS:t]jc

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY AND NOT TO ANY INDIVIDUAL




October 29, 1940

Mr, Mle; Ao Shaw, Sesrebary
Wetohtower Life Insurance Comprny
222 Wost TELlas Avemw

Hom Toxan

Detr Mm Shews
The confersnse of the proposed National .gre

Businesy Advisory Council, upon the wmn
of the Depertment of Coumeree, hes been p

- pored witil e later dete io crdor that tha

may sppolnbed Seorstary of Cammerce, the

Hoxs Jegse Hs Joned, msy hiave adequite oppors
‘s’y:ﬁ ) affedt rveworganisation plans now

undey omi&mﬂm

This program has nob been digapproved and the
eciiference will go ferward at an early date
next yobrs Please advise if you will contimwe

Yo sorve as o member of the Cowneile

Cordlally yours,

Bumeyr Marbin Lezeasber
- Adviger on Negro Affairs
EMLydnj UgSe Dapartment of Coumerse .




WATCHTOWER LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

HOME OFFICE: 222 WEST DALLAS AVENUE - RO.BOX 2097

HousTON,TEXAS .

September 10, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster, Adviser on Negro Affairs
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Acknowledgment is made of your letter of September 1, which
was written for the purpose of ascertaining if I would serve
as a member of the National Negro Business Advisory Council
concerning which you wrote me several days ago. I shall be
pleased to serve as a member of this council and shall make
an effort to cooperate in its program in such manner as to
make 1t an effective unit of progress.

AHA,g I shall appreclate receiving from you detalls pertalning to
‘ thils program and any other information which you see fit to
furnish.

o ‘f Very truly yours,
S Chas. A. Shaw,
3ecretary

CAS:tjc

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY AND NOT TO ANY INDIVIDUAL

g
H
¢
i
i
H
§




September 1, 1340

¥Mr. Cherles A, Shaw
General Mansger
Watchtower Life Imsurance Co.
Houston, Texas

Doar Mr. Shaw:i

Recently s letter was addressed to you containing pro=
posals for the formation of a National Negro Business
Advisory Couneil to whish you replied faverably. 7Zhe
purpose of this commusloation is to sscertain if you
will serve as & member thereof.

Details pqrhimn’g to the pregram and date of the cone
ferencs will be ocutlined later in the form of a Departe’
sent relosse. ' :

I awmit your reply.
’j' Respectfully yours,

) Bmmer Martin lancaster
? Adviser on Negro Affairs,
: U, 84 Dopartment of Commerce.

EMEL : DMH
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WATCHTOWER LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY

HOME OFFICE: 222 WEST DALLAS AVENUE - RP0O.BOX 2097

HousTON,TEXAS

August 30, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster, Adviser on Negro Affalrs
United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I have read wlth a great deal of interest the information con-
tained 1n your letter of August 27, with reference to the de-

slre of the Department of Commerce to be of definite assistance

to Negro buslinesses with their problems. I concur in your

opinion that any knowledge of the problems of our businesses can
only be acquired through a medlum of contact with the Federal
Government and I believe that the most loglcal medium would be
through the formation of the Negro Buslness Advisory Council which
you have in mind. It 1s my opinlon, however, that if this ecouncil
is to be of any beneflt elther to the government or Negro businesses
it should be composed of a cross sectlon of well informed, practical
business men who have had a sucecessful experience in the varied
fields of buslness mentloned by you. I am not inclined to believe
that thls council, or any other medium of contact with the Federal
Government, will be of very much value if its personnel is composed

of theorists. In my opinion, the greatest opportunity facing the young

Negro man and woman today 1s in the field of business, but there is a
great need for our young people to be apprized through some medium
of these opportunitles which are awaiting exploitation by trained men
and women who are willing "to give what it takes" and will take ad-
vantage of these opportunities.

One of the greatest proolems facing the 1life insurance companies
owned and operated by our group 1s the problem of trained agency
material, who have a vislon of the great opportunity which lies

in this fleld and who are wllllng to apply themselves in such
manner as to become definite assets of any organization with which
they might become assoclated. In spite of this crying need by
every one of our life lnsurance companles I do not know of any
educatlonal institution which 1s definitely supplying this need
with worthwhile material.

I shall be very pleased to cooperate with you in any manner you

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE COMPANY AND NOT TO ANY INDIVIDUAL

R
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# 2
8-30-40
Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster:

may desire that will result in some definite and constructive
results in enabling our various businesses to solve the numerous
problems with which they are confronted.

With every good wish, I am

Very truly yours,

o b

Chas. A. Shaw,
Secretary

CAS:tle




August 27, 1940

My, Charles A. Shaw

General Manager

Watchtower Life Insurance Co.
Houston, Texas

Doar Mre Shawy

The Department of Commerce is intereated in nlisting
Fegro businesses with their problems as they relate te
Govermmental regulations, but unfortunately, except for
statistical data upon retail establishments and their ine
comes, we have very little knowledge of ‘their yreblm. ,
Information pertaining thereto in my opinion can be ace
quired only through a medium of contact with the Pedersl
Government, I have in mind the formation of a Negro Busi-
ness Advisory Council or ocmmittee similar to the Business
Advisory Council which meets at the call of the Secretary
of Commerce, %o recommend and advise methods of improving
business by Gonmmntal assistance.

I propose ‘aho.t this Negro Council should be composed of

fifty or more prominent Negro businessmen throughout the
country who are repreaentative of all types of business

including financiel and manufacturing interests, retail

and wholesale establishments.

Recently Professor Jesse W. Lewis and Associate Professors
He Naylor Fitshugh and James B, Mitohell of the Departe
ment ‘of Commerde and Finsnoe, Howard University, conferred
with ms with refersnce %o the foregoing. Out of this cone
ference several proposals were made with reference toward
using the Negro Advisory office of the Deparitment of Come
mroo as a clearing house for all Negro businesses through-

ut fhe gopatry, pentagaing g2 (8] bratnosn,yintnistratia
u'hudonta in business establishments; this would be dotar-u
mined by maintaining a list furnished by the schools of

all cholce students applying for jobs in various types of
businesses and a list of tthose businesses desiring expert




euployees of college experience, (¢) factual studies to
be made available for the benefit of small Nagro busi-
nesses, (d) a conference to be called and held in the
auditorium of the Department of Commerce and its use
thereof as headquarters for the proposed committee of
. which the professors of business administration ocourses
4n Negro institutions will be members.

1 shall appresiate your reactions with reference to these

proposals, and I await your immediate reply.
Respectfully yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
Ue 8. Department of Commerece.

m:mm




JOHN M. GANDY, PRESIDENT

VIRGINIA STATE COLIEGE FOR NEGROES
PETERSBURG. VIRGINIA

WILLIAM A. ROGERS, SECRETARY
LUTHER H. FOSTER
TREASURER-BUSINESS MANAGER

August 16, 1940

Mr. Ermer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs

Ue S« Department of Commercs
Washington, De Ceo

'Dear Mr. Lancasters:

In reply to your letter of recent date, I shall be very
happy to serve as a member of the National Business Advisory

Council. ;
Very truly yedrs, 1
/ , i
G. G. Singleton,
GGS.
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August 15, 1940

Profeasor G, G, Bingleton :
Virginie State College for Negroes
Faharaburg, Virginia

- Dear Prct'ssaot Singlotem

Recently a letter wes addressed ta you containing proe AR i
_posals for the formation of o Natiomal Negro Business PR ?
Advisory Council to whioh you repiied favorablys. The

purpose of this ¢ommunioation 1s to asecertain if you T :
will serve as a member thoz-oofw . ;

vDo*mil,s pertaining to the program unﬁ date of the conw
ference will be outlined later in ﬁhe form of & Departw
ment release.

B e T

I await your reply. ‘ y

Respaobmliy -yours 4

=

Emmeyr Martin Lancaster
Adviger on Fegro Affairs,
Us 8¢ Dopartment of Commerce.

—
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June 29, 1940

Dre G, G. Bingleton, Secretany

Virginia Trade Association
Virginia State College for Negroes
Petersburg, Virginia

Dear Mr. _s‘ingxetom,

‘ Youf toaént’ lotter with reforence to the pfoyosed
- Business Advisory Counecil is most enocoureging. I

ghall attend the Virginia Trede Assooietion Convenw-
tion Sunday at Hampton Instituts.

Yours respectfully,

Emnor Martin lanoaster
Advisor on Negro Affaira,
Us 8¢ Department of Commerce.

BML DNH
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June 24, 1940

Professor G, G, Singleton ‘ .

Virginia 8tete College for Negroes
Patersburg, Virginia

Dear Professor Singleton:

Yesterday!s conference was impressive and I appreciate
your invitations I shall be plessed 1f you send me a -
progran-of yesterdeys events snd prooeedings, and a
roster for my mailing list of the attending dalegatas and

their ‘business eommactionss _ :

Respectfully youre,

Emmer Martin lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs,
Ues 84 Department of Commercs.

BML: DEE
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VIRGINIA STATE COLLEGE FOR NEGROES
PETERSBURG. VIRGINIA

JOHN M. GANDY,
Y. PRESIDENT WILLIAM A. ROGERS, SECRETARY

LUTHER H. FOSTER
TREASURER-BUSINESS MANAGER

June 12, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster

Advisor on Negro Affairs,

United States Department of Commerce
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

Your idea regarding the appointment of a Negro Business Advisory
Council, as expressed in your lettsr of June 8, is an excellent one.
It is certainly gratifying tco know that the Department of Commerce is
interested in the problems of Negro business.

ily first impression is that the great majority of Negro business
men are completely uninformed regarding Governmental regulations and the
services that Governmental departments can redner for them. They have
never been called in to sit arocund the conference table and the men who |
have preceeded you in eoffice have been content with the collection of the
type of statistical data you mentioned. This is not meant as a reflection
on them. They did all they could, I guess.

I believe you have the right approach to the situation. It is ‘
necessary to contact the men who are actually in business, the men who :
have the problems, whatever they are.

The Virginia Trads Associaticn holds its annuel confersnce at
Hampton Institution, Hampton, Virginia., on Sunday, June 23, 1940. Many
business men from all parts of the state will be there to discuss their
problems. I want to extend to you a special invitation to e present at
this meeting. The occasion offers an cpportunity for you to give us sone
enlightenment as fto how and to what extent the Government can and will
assist Negro business. MNMay I urge you to make every effort to be present?

I shall be happy to co-operate with you in any way that I can in ;
putting your proposal as to the Advisory Council into effect.

Very ly yours,

/ ’
G."G. Singleton, Secretary

Virginia Trade Associatior
GGS:lpg
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June 8, 1940

Dr. Gecrgs C. mngmﬁn, President
Virginie Trade Asgoclation

B &% "vgiai& !Bt»at.e College

U E)ﬁ&r Br. biug}.mom ‘

1y ’&ha’?h""”xzt.mw’s of Commerce is interested in sasisting Negro
g Pusinesses wzt&pﬁeﬁr problems ss they relate to Governmemtal

ragni&ﬁiana' unfortunately, except for stetiasticsl data
etail esbablishients snd thelr incomss, we-have very
& of thelr problemd. ¥aformstion pertalning

ion can be acm;uir@d omy t.lwwgh & wediam

I wcmlei be plu&sa& to lwm your views on such &n erganx..a%ion
a8 wall as at&e&r probiems relating thereto.

I pm;;»oaa tﬁah%&a ﬁagm Councii should be composed of fifty
: ,‘K egro businessmen throughout the country

ntative of sll types ol bnslness inw}.uding

finandial sad manafucturing interests, reteil apd who%esale

) eﬁbablishments.

Of coume I could not expect these mem, serving voluntariw, tu,,_
spend mehey- for & trip to Washington to discuss these matters, -
but taey. could meet with ue at the conference of the Nationsl
Negro Business Lesgue in Detroit, Richigan, this summer or &b
other i&imes most comvenimt to the majority of the commitbtee.

I shall be ple&md to have your reections with reference to these
proposals., .

Respectfully yours,

Emmer Martin Lancaster

ABLegE andegre ATBlESs ..

EML ¢ dmh
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VIRGINIA STATE COLLEGE FOR NEGROES
PETERSBURG. VIRGINIA

PRESIDENT WILLIAM A. ROGERS, SECRETARY

LUTHER H. FOSTER
TREASURER-BUSINESS MANAGER

Cctober 24, 1940

Atterney kumer hartiin Lancaster
#dviser on Hegro affairs

Ue 5. Department of Commerce
Weshington, D. C.

Dear lir. Lancasters

It is regrettalle that the conference of the proposed
lietional MNegro Business aAdvisory Council must be posiponed

&t this time. The postponement, however, is understandable

in view of the re-organization plans of the new Secretary
of Commerce.

The fact that your program has not been disapproved is -

indeed encouraging. I shall be glad to contirnue to serve
as @ member of the Councile.

ours ¥f¥uly, ,
’ 1
Ge G. Bingleton




Oetober 25, 1940

Mr, Gs Gi Sipgleton

'Virginia state College Fm* Negroes
| Ml Virginia

W m’a SWC

'y hg:: éma %@m that zg:
w Mﬁém I"W swm
Home Hy Joned Eve ddsquate oppore
;“;gﬁ ! afronh resoreanl ation Sinms ne
m ﬁmimﬁ%

rm pre _“;_' - hes nob besn disapproved and the
ond "f pall will go ferwnrd &b an early date
m yeoary Plesse advise if you will oombimw
‘o sém a8 8 member of the Gmﬁh

Cordially yours,

Bmmer Merbin Lensaster
Aviser on Negio Affulrs
UsSs Dopariment of Commeroe

Bitie on
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August 23, 1940

Mrs John H, Sengstecke
-Chiocago Defender
Ghia&gn, Illinoia .

‘Baur ﬁra Sangatuokea

Rooently & 1ehtor was addressed to you containing prow
posals for the formation of a Nationel Negro Business
Advisory Gouncil ko which you replied favorably. The
purpose of this. uommnnioution is to ascertain if you
will serve az a m@mber %hereof‘

ﬁatails pertainiug to the program and date of the cone
‘ference will be outlined leter in the form of a Departe
ment ‘relense.

I await your reply.
Respectfully yours,

Emmer. Martin lencester
Adviger on Negro Affairs,
+ Department of Commerce,

BML:DME
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Mhagust 29, 1940

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Lancaster:

I appreciate very much your invitation to become a member
of the National Negro Business Advisory Council, but be-
cause pressing business will necessitate my remaining in
Chicago.for at. least the next three months, I feel that I
must, for the time being, refuse the honor,

However, 1 am deeply interested and should like to become
affiliated with the Council as soon as my business permits.
Certainly I should like to remain in touch with the enter-
prise and be informed as to the progress of it.

With best wishes for success, I am

Yours very sincerely,

SBOTT PUORLISBING, CCMPANY

H. Sengsgfacke

JHS :£b

P.S. Will you be good enough to send me the Department re-
lease outlining the details of the program, when such is

availabe.

Rt
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October 21, 194C

Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U.S. Department of Comnerce
Washington, D.C.

Dear Kr. lLancaster:

I have your letier informing me that the proposed con-
ference of the National Fegro Business Advisory Council
has been postponed. We shall be pleased to develop a
news story from the statement of the Council which you
were kind enough to enclose and will send you a copy of
same upon publication.

Whenever further plans for the conference are made, I
shall be glad to receive notice of them.

Y very truly,




October 19, 1940

Mr, John H, Sengstaoke
The Chivago Defender
Chioago, Illinois

Deer Mr, Songsbeckes
The conference of the proposed Hational Negro Business

Advigory Council, upon the request of the Depsrtment of
Commerge, has been postpomed wntil a later date in order

¢hat the newly sppointed Seoretary of Commeroe, the Home

Jemae He Jones, may have adgquate opportunity to effeot
departmontal resorgenization which is now under consideras
blong ﬂ :

The progrem hes nob heen disapproved bub will go forward
at sn.early debe next yoars Inscivenbeally, the ssme delsy
heg been effgcted in all the Commores bureaus where uew
plans were under consideration,

Enolosed you will £ind e stetewmont of the proposed cone
feronoe sud Younsil with excerpbe from lebters of those
who hive approved the programs, You may use this informee
tlon ag¢ p News lbem 1f you think ib is Pibhinge

Very respectfully yours,

Ermeyr Mertin Leacesber
ENCL. Advisrr on Negro Affairs
BMLsdng UsSs Depariment of Commerce




[Rpe———

e et e

Dnr M. smw

Augngh 15, 1640

Mre M 8o Stuart, Vice President
. Universal Life Imsurance Gomplmy
‘Hemphis, ?nmun

Recently e 10%0? was addressed to you eontaining proe

posals for the formation of & National Negro Business
Advisory Counsil to which you replied favorably. The
purpose of this communieation is to ascertain if you

will serve . a member thereof. :

Bouna poﬁ:aining to the progrm Md date of the ¢one
ference will be outlined later in ﬁzhe form of s Departe

ment ruloo.ee.

EML:DMH

‘1 await your reply.

!
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Rupootful!ly* yours,

|

Vo 1
Bemor hrtin Lances ter

Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U. 8. Dopgéemnt a‘r Commerce.
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TELEPHONES
5-455]

Company

CAPITAL STOCK $100,000.00 FULLY PAID
HOME OFFICE: 234 HERNANDO STREET

Memphis.Tenn.

M.S.STUART, kce Pres.

Aug. 17, 1940

Department of Commerce,

Washington, D.C.

Attention of Mr.(?) Emmer Martin Lancaster,
Adviser on Negro Affairs,
U.S. Department of Commerce.

Dear Sir:(?)

Replying to your letter of August 15, 1940, I wish

to state that I shall be very glad of the opportunity

to be of service®*to our business as a member of the

National Negro Business Advisory Council; and I there-
fore accept the honor contained in your kind invitation
of above mentioned date.

I await with interest the release of the details of the

organization,
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TELEPHONES

5-455I1

CAPITAL STOCK $100,000.00 FULLY PAID
HOME OFFICE: 234 HERNANDO STREET

ﬂ.ce" ‘Memphis.Tenn.
Of M.S.STUART, #ce Pres.

November fiirst 1
9
4
0

My dear Mr Lancaster:

: Your letter of Qctober 28 to Mr M S
Stuart finds him agein confined to the hospital where
he has just submitted to the second and major operation

in an effort to correct the eye ailment with which he
has been troubled.

I have told him of the contents of
your letter and he wishes me to assure you that he will
be pleased to continue as a member of the Council and
is, in fact, rather relieved that he will have some time
in which to improve his physical condition before active
pursuance of the program commences so that he may give
full and unhampered cooperations

Mr Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U S Department of Commerce
Washington
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Gotober 28, 1940

Yre Hs S. Stuart, Vice President
Universel life Insurance Company
284 Hernando Streab

Memphis, Tennessse
Desy Mp, Stuarks
The cotiferense of the proposed Netional Negro

Buginess Advisory Council, upon the request
of the Department of Commerce, has been postie

‘pened umtil a later dete in order that the

newly Appointed Secretary ef Commerce, the
Hon, Jesse H, Jones, mey have adeguate oppore
tunity to offect reeorgenisation plans now
utides” awi&wa‘bima

This mgmm has net been disepproved mnd the
confergnoe will go forwerd at an early date
next yéars Please advise if you will conbtinue
to sem as & member of the Counclls

Cordialiy yours,

Exmer Markin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affeirs

UeSs Tapartment of Commeroce

EML sdn




M.S.STUART, /Vice Pres

TELEPHONE
5-4551

sql

CAPITAL STOCK $100,000.00 FULLY PAID
HOME OFFICE: 234 HERNANDO STREET

Memphis,Tenn.

o 0+

Dear Mr Lancaster:

This acknowledges receipt of your letter of July
9 to Mr M S Stuart and I have to advise that Mr Stuart is out of the
office for a short time because of an eye ailment for which he has
just undergone an operatione ‘

However, I have read to him your letter and he
has asked that you be informed of his approval of the general plan
outlined in your letter since it is his opinion that such an Advisory
Council is greatly needed and could be of material assistance to the
Negro in the business field.

I am sure you understand that Mr Stuart is not in
condition to concentrate a great deal upon the details for the
working out of such an Advisory Council nor the date of conference;
and he asks, therefors, that you accept this letter as an indication
of his willingness to serve in any way possible as may be in keeping
with any plan worked out by you and those with whom you have con-
sulted.

Mr Emmer Martin Lancaster
Adviser on Negro Affairs
U 8 Department of Commerce
Washington
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Mr. Emmer Martin Lancaster
Advisor on Negro Affairs
U.S. Department of Commerce
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. lLancaster:
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August 21, 1940

Thank you for your letter of August 16 informing me
of the advisability of establishing a Negro business.
advisory council which would meet at the call of the
Secretary of Commerce to recommend and advise methods
of improving business by government assistance.

We feel that such a council would be of immeasurable
value in solving and correcting the many problems we
are confronted with. We heartily agree with the pro-
posal and any assistance we can be in hastening the de-
velopment of such a council, please call upon us.

With kind regards, I am

Yours very truly,

COLZPANY




August 16, 1940

Mr, John H. Singstacke, Publisher
Chicego Defender
Chicago, Illinolg

Dear Mr. Singstecke:

The Department of Commerce is interested in mgsisting
Negro businesses with their problems as they relate to
Governmental regulabtions, but unfortunstely, except for
statistical date upon retail establichments and their ine
comes, we have very little knowledge of their problems.,
Information pertaining therete in my cpinion can bte agw
quired only through a medium of conbect with the Federal
CGovernments I have in mind the formation of a Negro Bugi-
ness Advisory Council or committee similer to the Business
Advieory Council which meets &t the cell of the Secretary
of Commerce,; to recommend and advise methods of improving
business by Covernmental aszistence.

I propose.that this Negro Council should be composed of

£ifby or more prominent Negro businessmen throughout the
country who ere representative of all types of business

including finmncial and manufacturing interests, retsil

and wholesale establishments.

Recently Professor Jesse W. Lewis and Associate Professors
H, Hayglor Fitgshugh and James B, Mitchell of the Departe
ment of Commerce and Fimance, Howard University, conferred
with mp with reference to the foregoing. Out of this cone
ferencs several proposals were made with reference toward

- using the Negro Advisory office of the Department of Comw
merce a8 a clearing house for all Negro businesses throughe
out the country pertaining to (e) business administration cur-

o | ricula: in various Negro institutions, (b) placement of

- students in business establishments; this would be detere
mined by maintaining a list furnished by the schools of
all choice students applying for jobs in varicus types of
businesses and a list of those businesses desiring expert
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. employses of collsge experience, (c) factual studies to
be made available for the bemefit of small Negro busie
nesses, (d) a conference to be called snd held in the
auditorium of the Department of Commerce and its use
thereof &s headquarters for the proposed committee of
which the professors of business administration courses
in Negro institutions will be memberss

I shell appi;‘eeiata your reactions with reference tc these
proposals, and I awelt your immediate reply.

Reapectfully yours,

Emmer Martin Lanosster
Advieer on Negro Affairs,
Ue 84 Dopartment of Commercae.

- BMLsDME
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