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tigation as requ” ‘ted :

$/5/56. ey
y’ L dzmz s UNITED smnl GOVE

n
. Belmont___
. Mason
. Mo
Mr. Phrgong/—
Mr. e
Mr. Tamm
Mr. Nease ...
Mr. Winterrowd._
Tele. Room ...
Mr. Holloman_
Miss Gandy

TO  : The Durevwor, .v..al Bureau of Investigation DAT® 5,
WO : MiTH:

: Warren Olney III, Assistant Attorney General 1 )-2-154
Criminal Division —eT

: Racial Situation T N
. Hontgomery, Alabama %P ) 4 ; /

Reference is made to your memorandum of April 17, 195
concerning a report relative to the alleged comnection of Mr. T. 1@; J

P. Sellers with the burning of the homes of the Reverend Martin

Iuther King, Jr. and E. D. Nixon earlier this year at Montgome

&
According to the memorandum, Tz ?. Sellers _shortly
after the bombing of the Nixon residenceswas allegedly admitted
to St. Margaret's Hospital at Montgomery suffarring from injuries S
and burns allegedly resulting from an ex'plosiun It appears that
the rumor indicates that the alleged explosion was connected with
the bombing of Nixon'!s resi

It is noted that infornation to the above effect was

~ part.:.cularly be 1nterested in the source of
22 tion and the identity of any person who may g

\ } E cause pf the alleged injury and burns to T. P. Sellers. f,
P l\'h 5 7

: \
- )\,,6‘4, U/ bOﬁDED'3_1_‘_[dd /35~ “é/- /4 Z[J

am A

C ML INFOPIETICN O TAINED i z’i’“’“
ﬂ.‘\?‘o

BEREE .oimrais vy —
L . ,
Z'L Y N\/
! Q;}i

& goi

SE————

» I‘.

bEs; /'_}/.:»;z__--wm*
9%
58 LAY 151946 S




ANDARD FORM NO, 84

¢ ‘ e
Oﬁice M ) 972 « UNITED ST OVERNMENT
_TO0 : DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: 5/7/56
doon . sao, uems (w9 A INFORY"TISN, CONTAINED

. I g iR o %
SUBJECT: ﬁﬁ%fé&ié?"“iiilf KERERY | juu.;-i it
BATE

Chlcago is requested to identify
ascertain his labor and any possible subversive affiliations and
furnish this information to the Bureau and Mobile.

- ‘2 - Bureau (%00;135361)(AM)(RM)
_ 2 - Cnicago (AN) (RM
2 - Fobile (44-439)  RELUWDLY zf“

Do
.urh \\
C Y




y X, e LLY) .
" 0 (, < Mr. Mehola ____
(\ ! FBI ‘ Mz. Bual
Dyer 5/3/56 s b

Transmit the following message via AIRIZL :: :::u..._.__

p . Mr. Nease ___

/ AIRFAIL Mr. Winterrowd
(Priorsty or Method of Masling) Tele. Room ___
Mr. oman___
From SAC, MupIlLs e G

i BLL INFORRATIEN CoxTH@D.
umm;.e;& IS
DATE 224/ BY pscis

s 7 ' e / /' /"‘_ ’
"T7"Re San Francisco airtel, L4/11/56.

“&advised on
L/30/56 that on 4/26/56 he was visited at Montgomery by & man

identified tnen only as ing some newspaper
on the West Coastes On 5 advisel that he
had located a co of the -aper which represented and
had left with and it was t
World"

. R o oo W e crivins ) ¥
cld Cnrysler cluo coupe, with Virginia iicense tags, n“iii s
)

not noted. re tried tc et a sensational story Ifro

S .y e e W
uld probably result in blocdshned. \h
onl factual data of K &
IE""‘” !w OR mCD Q
N

and allegedly tried tc pet
situation at lontgomery wo
said that he furnished
ecause he did not trust

87w 0 W%

P4 T 5l bl ~ ‘
S B I

2-New York (KEGISTe. oD MAEL)
2-San Francisco (..<GISTER#D MAIL

3- 10




L -resy P ——rmaw o se-wi- e
¥

EDs3€ * 21-5Y)

FBI
Date:
Transmit the following message via
(Priority or Method of Masling)
From SAC,
To: DIREIOR, FBI 5/3/56

-
-

He said that apparently travellng with ‘ &8s &
reporter of the " anadian Tribune" of Toronto, Canada, name
not recalled. sald that he had inguired of the

local papers, no one wnc _hac been contacted by
d ie knew nothing else abc:t visit,

all were contacted
visite.

Auproved: Sent M Per
Special Agent in Charge




Nay 11, 1956 | 7 Cv

,ﬂ) S4C, Nodtle ' AIRTEL
“HACo
BACIAL ET¥NIYION, STATE rles

You ere ‘astructed se inftiate fmmedistely
discreet ingquirtes tn en effort to deternine whether
or not the telephone call made to n
Nay 3, 1956, ortiginated within th 4lcdana.
Results of your efforts should be proaptly furaished
Bureau under spprepriate eaption.

BOOVER

Bufile 100-135-61 ALL INFORYTICN 2oNT 1

-.Jlt

RERL S oG0S TEE B}
NOTE ON YELLOW: DATE 22 2y _BY; /c/ L

on 5/3/5¢ R V<cro, advtsed Mobile
Qﬂf;ce she had just received a threatening telephone
call in which an unidentified caller stated "¥e are

Just waiting to gtve you what we e the boys, only
a better job." On same date *two sons were
attacked by eight white boys. ep advised.
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MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

. . ’ /"“-'P""“ ‘ }}\ . 4 . -
: Oﬂic‘e Memo;)undum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
: T0 : Director, FBI [100-135-61) pate 5/7/56 ‘
. \ } :
s |
, e SAC, w(au -439)
‘ al \ifl' / ' |
R J B} o co) |
e SUBJECT: RACIAL SITUATION g
: |

Enclosed herewith are two copies of the following
newspaper items:

1. Item appearing in Alabama Journal, Montgomery, ma,
e "5/1/56 capt10ned~n6UIT FILED BY CITY ASKING ENFORC [ENT OF
- BUS SEGRnGATION.t e

_ 5 7 2. Item appearing ip Alabama Journal, Montgomery, Alabama, '

¢ C ,/ 5/3/56 captioned YBUS INJUNCTION HEARING HELD; RULING DUZ SOQHy
2\ - Dem
e L{/ENCLOSURE/ ', enn’
g 5. Bureau (Encl. 4)(100-135-61)(AIR MAIL) ihz
B "1 - Mobile (44=-439) #
AN lo
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nat Juc s o
A decision on an junction lpreme Court. . jurisdiction in vxewDoft?itécztlée;gar S
5 - sought by city officials to halt Thrun pointed out that no Inci-| {pending in U. 5'; 15 constitutior N
| .2 racial integration plans of Mont- dents have been reported in places here whlc}l chal entgets cegrezatio O
| M gomery City Lines buses was ) where the buses have carried out| }ajty of city and sta e}.e,»dule:’d e = >
| s promised in “the next few days" ‘their non-segregation policy. laws. That “set;xsr ‘c udge pane ! v 2
. 3‘{ by Circwit Judge Walter B. Jones ‘ “Incidents are as g,ﬁ]y tqfo‘i::;" ainrlxé }!,)ei(;re a taree-] - r
: today. it segregation 1s upheld as i | jon May 1l -
- Clyde Sellers, city commissioner, [ !lgr,tiin occurs,” Thrun said. But city attorafy tvai]tecraslgait; - s
. was the only witness to testify \(Soe BUS INJUNCTION, P. 3-Af | ancwered that issues and that ==
. in the hearing - - volve different issues pecde € 0
When asked by Attorney Wal- (Continued From Page I'AL nothing else an injunction is C.x '
- ter Knabe, representing the city i Some of Thrun's remarks on $ inow *to fill the gap. s it ¢
'I;:,‘-»f, what would happen if segregahon' ! South Carolina case caused Knab: Despite the bus company ? b =
W were broken down now, Sellers|! |l0 charge that the bus firm wa |tegration order, no mmm%l o €22,
' rephed that, in his opim'on “We “more afraid of law suits agains |races has been reported dere.
would have Tiots — it wou ! d be them than they ere interested i Another lawsuit s pen mtﬁr o
dangerous for people to walk the public safety 7. S. District Court for tlll T NIt
streets A long bill of demurrer wa |judze pane] hearing May N r:: =
“Montgomery City Lines might filed by bus company attorney wit filed by Mo'ntgom:ﬁ efg o
then just as well park their buses yesterday, seeking to have th hallenges constitutionalily o Av L=
because the white people wouidn't Montgomery suit dismissed. bama segregation laws. =
ride them,” Sellers declared. Ben W. Franklin, vice presiden
TELLS OF “DISORDER” of the national bus company, s el
Sellers said there has been ' at the table with Thurn. Assistin """:
“quite a bit of disorder” molv- Walter Knabe was Herman Ham

Bus Tnjunction
Hearing Held:
Ruling Due Soon

(Photo On Page 8-C)

W ve enforced segregation acts
or more than 20 years.e—divemtw

after the boycott, we continued

under great financial loss,” he
said

‘

e

ing the buses. He said that people
who rode buses had been threat-

tinued, we gave consideration to

“Naturally, after the boycott con-

legal position and reached the
‘c’z;clugsnonpeve were In a vuh:lerable
position,” the attorney said. He
said the company then waited for
the outcome of the South Carolina
case, then before the U. S. Su-

ilton
Among the scattered spectator

The Suprem rt on April 2
dismissed ~an appeal from 1:hl
Fourth Circuit Court of Appea
and left standing an earlier rulin,
by the circuit court kqockmg ou
bus segregation laws in $out
Carohna. Thrun said in his oplg
fon that was done because :h
case was still pending ip !
lower courts on the question ¢
mages.
da‘rheg bus company also cor
tended that Judge Jones lack

Alabama Journal

Mentgonery, Alabama

ened, that some had suffered bod;- in the courtroom was State Attor Date B -Sé&

ly harm for riding, and that buses ney General John Patterson. Onl, /

had been fired at “I15 or 16 times" four or [ive Negroes were pre: Page
e in Negro sections. sent, including Fred Gray an
= Under questioning by Rooert Charles Langford, who represen! :
3. Thrun, attorney Igr Montgomery ed the Rev M L. King and moc Re: RACIAL SITUATION

City Lines in the case and coun-
el for the national firm, the Mont
gomery commussioner admitted
the disorders took place before e
Nationa! City Lines announced its
integration policy.

Thrun, of New York, told Judge
Jones in his argument that the
bus company ‘‘after careful con-
sideration” has concluded that
lq':al segregation laws are no
Ichger a defense against federal,

f! those indicted oz the boycot
aw.

Thrun said he didn't interpre
the recent Supreme Court decisio
as a ruling on the issue of bu
scgregation itself but merely a
order dismissing an appeal be
cause the ¢ ill pending i
the lower courts.

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

Bufile: 100-13
Mofile: L4-L439

5-61

piosecution under the civil rights

slgtutes or damage suitg_lysdNegro |

passengers. }
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By CHARLES SULLIVAN
The City of Montgomery has
filed suit asking that Montgomery
City Lines Bus Co be required by
Circuit Court order to comply with !
Jocal and state bus segregahon
‘laws or cease operating in con-

Stmued violation of these laws
| Filed late yesterday in Circuit
"Court here, the suit avers that
continued adherence to the bus

gun here on April 23 ‘threatens
the public health and safety by
creatmg a clear and present dan-
of race riots. disorderly con.'
assaults, affrays, bombings
other physical attacks "

st

company's desegregation policy be-’

Suit Filed By City

Asking Enforcement
Of Bus Segregation

a temporary injunction against the
‘bus company’s desegregation poli-
,Cy in a hearing here at 10 am.
Thursday
In its suit, the City claims that !
'failure to obey and enforce local |
segregatmn laws on buses will
| “possibly lead to the attempt of
some person or persons fo seat
themselves contrary to city laws
and that such effort would prob-
ably result in assaults, affrays,
and injuries to individual citizens
in Montgomery »
1\0 ADEQUATE REMEDY
Further it states that “thdre
would be no adequate remedy jpt
' Complainant (City of Montgomer¥,

a i
Fnrcuxt Judge Walter B Jones and that to wait until an outbregk |
il consider the city’'s request for i (See SUIT FILED, Page 6-A) ‘

Alabama Journal
Mcntgomery, Alabama

Date _£—-/-SC
Page /
Re: RACIAL SITUATION
py MONTGOMERY, ALABALA
F'r-vﬁ\ r""x!-‘ " é
RSN Bufile: 100-135-61
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Suit Filed

(Conllaged From Page 1)
occurs wesld create irreparable
damage awd mjury "
The smt asks that the decision
be made by the one of the *‘Hon-
orable Judges of the Circuit Court
of Monizsmery County, sitting in
Equity ™ Car attorneys stated in
the dorweest that ‘‘there is no
adequate apgeal except by appeal
to court & equity "
In the wake of a Supreme Court
decision gaerally then believed to
declare sap] segregation on buses
unconstirtiewal, Montgomery City
Lines endeed its drivers on April
23 to ewme enforcing racial seg-
regatisn m local city buses.
This ey was immediately fol-
lowed by E¥y Police Commissioner
Clyde Sws’ strongly worded
statemext fat local segregation
laws weell in éffect and would
be sirigguy enforced with wio-
laters migwt to arrest and fines
Currele the Supreme Court
statemes wiusing to hear a state
reques & an appeal on a South
Carolw3dbral case dealing with
bus segmmtion is not construed
{o mea3mt bus racial segrega-
tion ¥ mgmstitutional. The high-
est om smply refused to con-
sider Sesppeal in the submitted
form m¢in effect sent the case

back $3. 8 District Court for
 setthengm

The % avers’ that current bus
opexRitew the desegregated ba-
sis taMides a public nuisance
injuryeses.she public health, mor-

e
of fhe eommunity and City of
Montgomery. They continue that
the operation creates tension, un-

certainty . . . and 1s in wviolation
of the established social pattern.

In their seven-page suit, the City
contends that desegregated bus op-
erations here threaten the public
morals by engendering in the pub-
lic a contemptuous disregard for
all laws and customs, and weak-
ens public confidence in and re-
spect for community officials.
POSES THREAT

The City says the desegregated
operation poses a threat to the
very existence of a public bus sys-
tem in Montgomery. In brief, the
City says the current situation re-
garding bus segregation affords
an open invitation for irresponsible
elements of the community to
breach the peace, cause disorder-
ly conduct and incite riot and civil
commotion.

Newsmen have noted that Ne-
groes still riding the buses con-
tinue to segregate themselves in
the rear of the buses according to
long-standing laws and customs.
Leaders of the boycott fostering
Montgomery Improvement Associ-
ation have declared that the bus
boycott will continue until all their
demands are met, i.e, desegrega-
tion, more courteous treatment, and
some Negro bus drivers on Negro
routes.

The City asks for an immediate
injunction to require the bus com-
pany to withdraw its desegrega-
tion order and to restrain the

als, welfare and peace

v v PP en

b7 = BN - T o B

company from operating in viola-

an of city and state segregatifin
laws. In addition, a final heari
is requested along with a decr
to order the bus company to co!
ply with and abide by all state
and loca! racial segregation laws
1 its operation under the current
franchise.

Mayor W. A. Gayle signed the
suit which was notarized before
City Clerk Silas Cater. City at-
torneys Walter J. Knabe and Her-
man Hamilton filed the suit in be-
half of the City.

Contacted early today, bus com-
pany officials B. W. Franklin
Reynolds C. Mills said they h:
received no notification of the s
as yet and could not comment
the issue.
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Q&@ Assistant Attorney General May 15, 1956
&0 William F. Tompkins :

l» T2 @if_‘f_:(/"

RACIAL SITUATION
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

!

Reference is made to v recent amranda concerning
;ho boycott of the eity buses in Montgomery, Alabama, by
8groes.

5rs N

¢ & ~
i b e ?& 105 R

o it
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g rigede

e
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P Any additional pertinent information rocoivod in
ﬁ Tolson this matter will be made available to you prompt

. —1 Nichols "

Bordman — 100-135-61 ‘w; |4 [ eg Ly op g - “
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FBI

"-36, (6-21-55) (_) %"/7

\: M
N s
. Brlmon

Date: 5/3/56 Mr, M- nn

Mr. M/ bhr

Mr. Persons—
Transmit the following message via AIRTEL Mz. R« ce:

v AIR MATL | i N v
(Priority or Method of Mailing) 'II\_Ierl.e.“};xlxjrenrtowd_ l
el L ais o Lo e A Ea
To: Ditector, FBI PERE l‘ i ‘”_“ 1er /

J ()/(/; i f'/"/ N !l ! :

h\'

RACIAL SITUATION AMPA'I'[ 2 BY- ;Af/

MONTGOMERY, ALAB

Reurmemo to Department L4/27/56.

LS STt BRTRY.
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(3) - Bureau
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*.36 (§-21-55) { 0

T FBI
Date:
Transmit the following message via
N
(Priority or Method of Mailing)
From SAC, -
To: Director, FBI 5/3/56 -

Re: RACIAL SITUATION
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

1 advised on
5/2/56 tha ere have been no incidents arising from the
Supreme Court decision of 4/23/56 on the South Carolina case.
He said that no Negroes have attempted to ride in the front
of the buses, and no white people have been reported as
riding in the rear behind any negroes, although white people
have generally occupied the whole bus recently, with few
or no negroes riding.

] -

- L LT Y
The Bureau will be kept advised of all developments-

in this matter.
3 0O PRTNENANT -
ce nAiT-'D Sl LUVISOR WW

H.ALLFORD DCX. INTEL. D1VviSION . 2
Sent M Per

Approved:
PP Special Agent in Charge
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cc - Mr".
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ALCORDED - 67 oy ALL N ﬂ" T‘ "T } -
EX - 120 100~135-61- / KERE: i UL /A
: DATE 3/27/42 Bidpselfec
Date: Mey 11, 1956 /-
., Tot Assistent Chief of Staff, Intelligence

Nease
VYinterrowd —
Tele. Room —

Hollomag
Gandy'

Depertment of the Army
The Pentagon
Washington 25, D, C.

Attentiont Chief, Security Division

Pront John Edgar Hoover, Director
Pederal Buresu of Investigation

Subjectt FACIAL BITUATION
MONTGOMRY, ALABAMA

Reference is made to my memorandum dated
Aoril 27, 1956, eoncerning the boyeott of sity duses

in Montgomery, Aledbama, by Kogroes. 1c

cc - Asqistpnt Attorney Gener-al (By Form 0-6, seme date)
' Williem F, Tomokins
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Lettsr to Asslistant Chief of 8taff, Intelligence
Devartment of the Army
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edvised o!!ny 2, 195¢, thet there have baen no lnlcFon!l

srising from ths daclslon of the Suprsme Court in the
South Carolina cese., EHe ssld that no Nogroes have
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Letter to Asslstant Chief of Staff, Intelligence
Department of the Army

sttempted to ride in the segrezated portion of the
busas, and no white psople have bsen reported as
riding in the rear of the duses, slthough white
people have generelly occuplied the entire busoes
recently, with few er no Hegroes riding.

Any addttionel pertinent information recelved
tn this matter will de made avalleble to you promptly.

ec « Dipector of Neavsl Intelligence
Depertment of the Krvy
The Peatsgon
Weshington 25, D, C.

cc = Nirector of Spaclsl Investigetions
The Inspsctor Genaral BY CMUFI'E ERVICE
Devartment of the Al~ Force
Bvilding Tempo E
kt) =ad Aderxs Drive, S. W,
¥ashington, D, C.
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Oﬂice Memomndzmz e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

: DIREG'IDR. FBI (100-135-61) DATE: 5/11/56
SAC, NEW YORK (100-1 8214 )
)W@?n e
&5y T :rmu'x ou non TGOMERY, ALABAMA

Re Hobilo letter to the Bureau dated u/10/56.

The indices of the NYO contain the following -
information concerning the Fellowship of Reconclliation: ’

The Fellowship of Reconciliation is an international
organization founded at Cambridge University, England, in
December 191l, andspxtended to the US in November 19§3, with
headquarters in NYC., From its inception the organization
has functioned as a semi-religious, social-pacifist group.
Among other things, the activities of the Fellowship of
Reconciliation have included opposition to peacetime
conscription; advocation of pacificism; the abolishment of
Selective Service laws and poll taxes; campaligning for racial
equality; the establishment of a permanent Falr Employment
Practices Commission and opposition to the use of the atomic
bomb.

Communism has been denounced by the Fellowship of
Reconciliation, although many of its 1deals closely parallel
those of the CP.

Egan” lza!lon ls an intermational pacifist-type organlzation

dominated by religious rather than political motives, which
strives to solve the world problems through the use of 7
peaceful methods rather than force, and which strives to
eliminate racial discrimination.

’ . ALl INFU”?"T':?{ CoRTAE
2 - Bureau 100-135-61) (BM) HERE{'\? 1< L"" Pl %

2 - Mobile (4L4-439)

J.. e
15N k 100-75 6)0 é‘"c Syl
1 T N:: gar (100-128214) UAIE _ B ‘—é: 4 /50
't"fl/c, ‘07.' oo - - -
. ’/'!_;”’ e, RECOHDED—GG ‘s IMAY 15 19
‘ 'J.-"." 56
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FBI
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Date: Mr. Parso
ate 5/11/56 M. Parao
Transmit the following message via AIR-TEL 2

ATR MAIL \A

(Priority or Method of Mailing)
From SAC,/’IOBILE (44-439)

To: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-135-61)

RACTAL SITUATION { //[ﬁ 1)
MONTGOMERY , ALABAMA\\____,/’

ReBuairtel 5/5/56.

January and February 1956.

to trace the original source O
success.

eportedly had made efforts
is information without
furnished no specific information involving

T. P. SEL
/16/56 A report will be submitted to reach the Bureau by
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NI3FAT0R, AT DATE:  5/3/56

I ne u orium the
She stated that following the vplay
thev returned to Prichard by bus and between 10:30C b.n.
snd 11:00 p.m. on 5/2/56 were walkinc from the bus to
their home, «he steted that they were at the corner of
Chandler and Yilson fvenues at the side of licvillen Drug
Store #2 and that about eight white boys ran out fron
\Q behind this drupg store and made some statemnent, ""il1l

. % the Veproes rise arain' and bezan laughing heartily.
\\Qb _he stated thst they struck her boys, first striking the
3\ Younger bov on the leg with a big stick or & bat and that

o] thev struck her older bov in the back, svvarently with a
* == T bat, he stated the smaller one was hit around the eyes
- . - \\gﬁ\ and that the person hitting him poscibly had brass knuckles
$~ ET or 1° not, a heavy ring. Jhe stated thet all of the UNSUBS =
SRR s ‘2;5 had sticks &nd one of them had a knife. She advised thet pO
o &5 Fer hovs walked backwards toward a street lifht and that
i~ the UTLURG followed them until they neasred the street light
ER N and then ran. She stated her boys came one home which wes
¥ e *qg about three blocks distance from where the incident had
* At 3 occurred en? that she iumedistely called the police, but
k. N £ . X! thet it was over ar hour before the police arrived and it
P e tw]{ wes neces-ery for her to call three or four tines before
o = policermen cane, :he ststed that she talked to
A et of the Prichard PD. She advised tha icer
Sy | - ie to the house checked the two bcys and appesered to
g_ =< €9 bhe concerned as to theilr Injurles and suggested thet she

1

take them to the hospital., GShe stated that she took then
to Providence Hospital and mchecked the.n
end took care of thelr injurles., ohe steted that thev had

no bmoken bones, but bruises ard oper wg s_fporn, thelipr
tniurtes, Jshe &advised that gd. l’:’éﬁ? to teke
o RECORDED - 73 | a
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thz~ hove after rerderine first aid but told her to call
hia if there were anv complications,

she advised that after calling the Prichard
Police more thsr once and thev had feiled to arr've, she
celled the County officers and understood that a County
offirer he?' come to her home to check into the mastter but
that he srrived =fter she had left with the two boys to
teke them to Providence Hospital.

‘he steted that her toys could no
centifv anv © e varticipants in the assault and she said
it wes rer ovinion ttat its verticipants did nnt know the
ifert ity o” her hovs, .he stated thzt her toys observed

& ceb driver scross the street “ro 1 where this occurred

sr.d were also of tre opinion that there was also & snall
rrav car narked in the 2lleywey behind the drug store

fron where thece bove first anveared.

She stated that she felt there was & colored-white
conrection to this incident and that she was considering
furnishinr the story to the .otile paver as "these metters
shnuld be stooved at the outset."

The above is furnishesd to the Bureau for infor-
mgtion in view of irndicetion that publicity may result from
tric inrident. 'lo 1nvestigetion is teing instituted &s no
CR violation is indicsted.

AaDDIND T

at 7:00 P.%.,5/3/55, telephonically
crntartes the "ovile Of ice and advised th:t she had just
receive? a threatine telephone call as follows,"We are
just waiting to -ive you what we rave the bovs, only a
bet-er joo",

— ‘1as alvise? to crnta~t the loeal
anthnritpas.
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Director, FBI
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Mobtle Offtoe of Shis
Jor your tanformation.

956

advise
returning Aome betveen 10:30 end
s 1956, were sttacked by sdout eighs

white boys uho atruck one of her sons on the leg with & bdig

~~
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The lelovtng data which was furntished dy she
ureau ¥s being forverded to you

t her two sons,

struck in the back epparently with

The officer

dvised that she took them
r injurties were treated.

She stated her sons could not tdcntifw eny

Just recetived @ threatening tclcphoul ecall in uhtch en

: stick or ¢ bat and he was elso hit around the eyes Dy &
. q person who possidly was wearing brass Xnuckles or & hesvy

S S ring. Her other soncwvas
% - 4 e bat, She stated that ell of the untdentifted white boys
o had sticks and one of them had a kntife.

s She advised she fanedistely celled the police;
SR however, it vas necessary t0 call the police three or four
R times before they showed up over en hour leter.

; ; who come to her house appeared to be concerned ever the
.%i ! tnjurfes sustained by her sons and suggested that they be
F VY taken to a hospital.
T $o Providence Hospitidl where
Hﬁ* L She stated they had me broken bones, but had received druises

4 i and open wounds.

ERN- of the participants in the essault.

& L
' : At 7:¢00 p.m., on Nsy 3, 1956,”“1@“»1001”

= X contacted the Mobile Office of this Buredu end edvised she had
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telephone call, o

folsoa —

lichols the State of Alabdgms
S be furntahed you promptlyeil Ly :»,
tobe 100-135-61

.y NOTE:

osen
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rase
'iaterro
sle. Room

of telephone call,

e o .tef prh%p
B aRAt 29185 4

K
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untdentifted caller statéd, "Ve are Juat vatt fve you
what e gave the boys, only & better jJob.” way
advised to contact the 10c¢1 authyrttiu concerning & t.c_ R

Attempts are deing m
Rot the telephone call made to

ade to ¢ctorninc‘nhcthcr or
ortginated within
The resu o se ottenpta qtll

Airtel to Mobile h/ll/Sé to detormine
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ce Memorandum - uNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
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arclosca herevith are two copies of the
" fclleving nevspaper item, vhich item appeared in the
montgomery ~avertiser, sontgomery, alabama, May 10, 1956
aptiopco "Judze Orders Bus Line To abandon Integrationt.
z o
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“‘,ﬁldge Orders Bus Li
To Abandon Integration

N Jones Cites

" Laws Barrlng

\
R

-~ ‘*‘.

Race Mixing

hasn’t outlawed bus segregation
4 vet, Circuit Judge Walter B Jones,
o in Circuit Court directed Montzom-
~.’>~.‘3 ery City Lines yesterday to aban-
<.>.# don its mew intezration policy
.# . He ruled that nothing in the U S
«¥. % Constitution gines the fede-al gov-
- ernment the rizht to promibit the
stales from sezrezating bus pas-
sengers in intrastate transportg-
tion. ?
With that conclusion, he he?J
Montgomery city and Alabam
state segregation laws concut&

pany here to *comply with and
ahide” with them

Reynolds C. Mills, assistant
superintendent of Montgomery City
Lires, said the company will com-
ply with Judge Jones’ order.

Mills said officials of National
City Lines, Inc, Chicago, parent
company of the local bus lines,
wilt make the decision on whether
the circuit court order is appealed

In Chicago, Benjamin W.
Franklin, vice president of Na-
tional City Lines, parent firm

of the Monigomery bus company,
said: “We will obey the injunc-
tion, of course.” Franklin sad
no plans had been made on
i\vhal, if any, future legal steps

i might, be taken by the company,

tional! and ordered the bus com-'

Holding that the Supreme Court |

Jones’ decision grantinz an in-
"jdyction against furthr com-
'plence with the bus cympany s
rarent integration order jrame at
tht request of the City bf Mont-
gomery, whose officials and st-
torney s predicted rioting and other
violence 1f the segregation laws
&s1e broken down.
TENSION, UNREST

The judge took note of that
j threat and observed in his written
order yesterday:

i

i\ “A situation of tension and un-
rest has been created in the Oity
of Montgomery, which is likely to
explode into violence at any time,
if not restrained”

Most Montgomery Negroes have
boycotted city buses for, nearly
six months even despite the com-
pahy’'s instructions to its, drivers
tn refrain from enforcing the seg-
rejation laws Negro leaddts voted ;
at & mass meeting recently to con—i

tinue the boycolt unhl city and
state officials recognize integra-
, tion.

There have been no reports of
actual integration aboard the
buses even though the company
abandoned segregation as a policy.
Negroes who have continued to
patronize the buses have remamned
v the rear, where they always
sat
HEARING FRIDAY

Jones' decision came only two
days ahead of a scheduled fed-
eral court hearing on a suit chal-
Jenging constitutionality of city
and state segregation laws,

zz-Judge panel,walldsa~ the

suft” here Friday. The complaint

ade
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bert thie~ names of &ux.iagroes

the bus boycott.

What will happen to Jones' in-
juntive order if the federal court
rules the segregation laws uncon-
stitutional couldn't immediately be
determined. The courts and oppos-
ing attorneys declined to speculate.

Without elaborating, Jones wrote
in his decision that “There is no
straight out decision of the Su-
preme Court of the United States
;holdmg that a state or city may
not require the separation of the
‘races on buses where carriage of
ppssengers 1s solely intrastatef”

A Supreme Court ruling on A ril
48 was interpreted as outlavhing
spgregation on city buses, Vbut

me lawyers contended 1t didn't
settle the issue.

The decision dismissed an ap-
peal from a ruling of the U.S.
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals
which, in turn, has held bus seg-
regation in Columbia, S C. uncon-
stitutional and had sent the case
back to the original trial court to
determine the question of dam-
ages.

Whether the Supreme Court dis-
njissed the appeal on the groun{
tiat segregation 1s invalid or b
ciuse the case was still pendir
iry the lower courts wasn’t ma
clear.

et AP e e—

and was filed as an outgrowth of

Jones questioned validity of ghe ;
Feqieral Court of Appeals’ muh';,
pcl ing it “Is mot well reasontd,
is _llot_ sound law” and “At hpst
lt.l ' simply the guess of the Foutth
Cirduit Court of what the Supreme
Court will hold.”

Basing his conclusion on the 10th
jamendment to the U.S. Constitu-
tion which says powers not dele-
gated to the federa] government:
bv the organic law or prohibited to
the states are reserved for the
states or the people, Jones asked:

“Where in the United States:

Cpnstitution is there any dejega-'
tin of power td the United Slates
Government to say that a ftate
ctjunot make reasonable regula-
tioas for the carriage of passen‘kers
on public conveyances wholly with-
in the state?
"‘Wpere in the federal constitu-
tion is there one word, one sen-
tence, or one paragraph, saying
thgt the sovereign states of this
union, the states which created
the federal government—and many
0" whose constitutions antedate the
federal constitution — are pro-
hibited from making. ., . reason-
able rules for the separation of
the races. . ?”

Continuing, he said the power
claimed for the federal govern-
iment by the court of appeals in
the South Carolina bus case “does
pot exist and never has eyisted

is a power reserved the
ates and their people.”

.“This court will not be a \party
t4, filching the power from' the
state,” he declared.
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" Letter to Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence
Departaent of the Army

er ings 40 no
publicity and tc’arr:glt reason may be regarded '-2.
as being “secret.® BKHe continued that actually

JAACP would appreeidte better press coverage.

mentioned that

arge public meetings at churches on Sundays have dbeen
a fairly rmgt innovation to attract additional members
into the MAACP

Another source who has furnished reliable
inforaation in the past s furnished
the mane information as

This source also advised that the NAACP and
the Montgomery Iamproveaent Assoclation, the organization
reportedly behind the boycott of the elty buses in .
Montgomery by MNegroes, have recognigzed the possibilit
of violent reprisals against both organizations and the
leaders thereof. He said that to his knowledge the
Montgomery Improveaent Assocliation and the IAiCP have
taken precautions against such occurrences by posting
vatchers outside of meeting places, usually Negro churches,
and by using volunteer watchers who reside in the vicinity
of the homes of the leaders. BHe said that numerous
threats have been received by telephone of boabings and
other violence but with the exception of the boabings
of the residences of Reverend M. L. King, Jr., and
E. D. Mxon, both of whom are associated with the
Montgomery iuprovuont Association, no other violence
has resulted.

Enclosed with my memorandum of April 18, 1956,
was 8 Photostat of an alleged transcript of a speech
:ide by one Rgswelt Williems at a secre

e BS
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Letter to Assistant Chief of 8taff, Intelligence
Department of ths Aray

For your information this leaflet has bean
widely circulated at Montgomery by the citizens council
headquarters in that e¢ity, variously known as the
Hontgomery County Citizens Council and the Central
Alabama Citizens Council.

Any additional pertinent inforastion received
in connection with this matter will be furaished to

you proaptly.

cc Director of Specizl Investigations
Dopazbuont of tne air For
partnent o e Alr ce BY COUR
Bullding Tempo E COURIER EERVICE
Yth and Adams Drive, 5. W.
U&mton, D, C,

cc Director of Naval Intelligence
Department of the Kavy
The Pentagon
wWasaington 25, D, C.
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heme of Reverend 1anTIN LUTHEYRING, JR., 309 _South Jackson
Street; -liontgomery, was slightly damaged by a bomb at agbount
9:30 p.m., January 30, 1956 and that the home of E. D&NIXON,
6L7 Clinton Avenue, Montgomery, was damaged about 9:45 p.m.,
February 1, 1656. Mo injuries}were reported in these bombings.
. , “I‘E;
reported that the . )
that the bombings had been done by T. , o “/ﬁ

‘ Concerning the bombing of the residence of the
Reverend IZARTIN LUTHER KING, JK. on January 30, 1656 and the
bombing at the residence of E. D. NIXON on about February 1,
195¢ at Montgomery, nlabamay »d heard unverified
"rumors" that thi iolorl
SELLERS

“About two weeks after the bombin
rumors"-involving. one T. P, ERS,

hospital: that an unidentified man was admitted to the hospital
in February, 1956 having an arm injury caused by an explosion.

““had -obtained “information from a nurse at S

] During the local trial of the Reverend KING at
iiontgomery one . of the witnesses-for KING, among the 15 to 4O
vho vere present._in-the witness room, reportedly made a statement
involving:

[




S e

'had read a nctice, appearing in a
L.ontgomery newspaper from February 7, 1956 to February 24, 1956,
advising the legal estate of T. F. SELLEAS was to be settled.
It set forth that the administrator was the First National
Benl: of Montgomery, and requested all claims against the estate
be filed by april 2, 1956. This is the only information
rzceived by that T. P. SELLERS had in fact died.

had made considerable inquiry and had failed to develop
cpeciiic inforrztion that T. P. SELLZ.S was the individual who
reportedly had been admitted to St. liargaret's Hospital. He
had been unable to establish if there vas any relationship
betieen T. P. SZLLERS and ahad made a
cencerted =ffort to trace source of the "rumors"
gceivod concerning the indiviaual who allegedly was admitted
o thz hospital and the repcrt that money had been progisz
anyone for cauzing the bombings, all without success.
vus unable tc furnish the names of any person who could furrish
more specific information involving T. P. SELLERS
expressed the opinion that all re s had
runors', recsulting from such acts of violence as
2d occurred at Montgomery in early 1956.

he origina

ct 3«

“inﬁ‘omation concerning the bombings
at the residences of the Reverend KING, JR. and NIXOK was learned
from hsarsay, newspaper accounts, and from conversations with
HIIG and IIIXCli. recalled an exzlosive device did explode
on the front por®l ol KING's home. Two nights later, at about
the same time of night, about 9:30 p.m., a similar "bomb" exploded
on the front lawn of NIXON's house. Both KING and NIXON had been
lezders ir the bus boycott movement at lMontgomery, alabama. The
czragz from both bombings wes slight with no injuries resulting.
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As to the onnections of one T. P.

1 e o T ST PRI I S, i gy

T. P. SELLERS allegedly was admitted to

sargaret's Hospital at lMontgomery, suffering from injuries
received from a "bomb". mrecalls the "rumor" which
was passed on by + Fe OuLLZRS' injury was treated by

a physician, not identified, whc for some reason "dropped the
case". Therszafter T. P. SLLLEHS was moved to the Veterans
despital a2t lontgomery where he died.

aAlthough —has subsequently hearc this
rumor discussed by Negrc citizens of lontgomery, he has no
idea vhco, other than might be able to trace
dovn the rumor. eard the rumors mentioned,
after talking with as asked the person who mentioned

it if that perscn knew of anyone vho had any "firsthand" infor-
mation. ihas never received an affirmative answer.

N R 2 BT it OB e e AR




/
¢

et 3 BN e B i, R

Q

St e

R R — g = 2

ties relating

ivi

acti

+
%)

A
inen
I‘A‘o Gz

234
-

pert

v

=+.DS
W TI

-

L
Y, 4LAB

ST.

R

1

11

-
i

TGO
RO

'\
.

,» 5/5/56.

rector, 5/11/55.

10}y

I8

e

T
1

Continue toc follow

tc the racial situestion.

N
&
lobi
i

DIVIZIO
I
to D

I
tel to
tel

ir
ir

=
=

=
&

-~

U LL=L39

OBIL
i0

‘i

Bu

1
i
I8




. )
(‘ * A Mr. Tolson_______
My. Nickols____

Mr. Boardman __
Mr. Belmont_____
//& 5.20.56 Mr. Mason
Mr Mohr.
AIRTEL Mr. Parsons_____
AIRMAIL Mr. Rrsen
Mr. Tornm
Mr. Neanr
Mr. Wirterrowd.

-BIRMIWGHAM (100=3080) Tele. R
- / prracTor, FBX (100-135-61) ‘

RACON A

Remyairtel 5-16=56,

Approxinately 50 men believed to be members Alabama Citizens
Council peacefully picketed "Rook and Roll™ musical performance

Birmingham Municipal Auditorium May 20, 1956.

About 12 white teenagers also intermingled with above group,
displaying placards reading "Long Live Bebop™.

Citizens Council group dispersed about § p. m., 30 minutes
after the performance started.

/ /“/

Buresu will be furnished any additional pertinent developments
which may occur.
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“Fp-33 (6-21-55) (

. = Bureau (2, 100- 135-61) (1, 1-100-16)(R:
- .Axoblle (1, Lb- -439) (1, 100-110 ,
l!!'r cl -

FBI

oo Date: 5/15/56

Transmit the following message via ATRTEL ATRMAIL

/

(Priority or Method of Mailing)

From SAC, 1i0BILE (44-439) Trte. Topperrowd-

To: /DIRECTOR, FBI (100-135-61) AU. !NF mf”w' %fﬁlm&y&f:
- PELTLTL

Xz :
SERT N B
u. i‘( I u‘u-:- a
RACIAL SITUATION 7? on DATE 4
1ONTGOMERY, ALABAMA -

[3ed

Re Bureau memorandum to Assistant Chief of Staff,
Intelllgence, Department of the Army, 5/9/56, captioned
"SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY, IS - SWP."™

- 13524 /- /N
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The Pentagem - i ) SR
Vashington 2%, B, @s ' _. R
Attontions Ghiof, Semwi%y ﬁivisim

John Rdger Hoover, mrccta' oA .
Pedersl Bureau of Investigatibm .

RACYAL SITUATIOR
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Letter to Assistant Chief of Btaff, Intelligemce
Department of the Army

Any additionsal pertinent information moiv‘d i.n—
sonnection with this matter will be made available %o you

promptly. )
ec - Director of Special Investigations R
The Inspector General BY GOURIER SERVICR

Department of the Air Force

Building Tempo X
hth and Adams Drive, 8. V.

Washincton, D, C.

ec - Director of Naval Intelligence
Department of the Navy
The Pentagon
Vuhington 25. D, €.

-z.

——— m——

- —— vy - v — -1
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. - Mr. Tilsrn
! - 7 ’ \__ ‘_ ' Mr, Nlch )r} P
Mr. Boardr== _
Mr. Bule oot
my 16. 195 Mr. Mason
Mr, Mohr_
AIRTRL Mr, Parsons__
Mr, Rosen 5
u!'. Tanlm-——-» '
4 Mr, Nease — . i
Mr, Winterrowd

 Birmingham (100-3080) ugtriveul BN
rector, FBI (100-135-61)

Miss Gandy—
RACOR /7

Bill Haley and his orchestra, all Negroes, are booked for two =
performances at Municipal Auditorium 5/20/56. '
Birmingham PD advised. %

Bureau will be kept informed of developments.
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Datey Ney 24, 1036 o DA‘[ /Z

Jeq Aaststant Chiesf of JtQS/S, Intolltgoael
veparsaent of the 4rmy
The fentagen
Xoshingten 85, D. C.

Atsention: Chief, -eeurity Livisten

rrom; John .dpar Noovar, lLirecder
radsral Aurecu ef Invessigatien

cubjeet: ALAS~NA CITIZ NS COUNZIL
INY? RNAL (ECURITY « &

This u oRfirm fnSermatfon
roce-so M 121 v o
Zfvas 7, Inte gence, Lepartment o/ the Ars
SLr 1ce of Naval Iaselligancey and” Counter
ntelligences Liuteten, Of/tce of ipesial Javessig@sions, by
3Belephone om day 18, 1958, by Spectal Agense oy this Mursaou,
\ (e e e e

e B A S 1 4

-assistu.r nttornay Henersl , ,
1")’1 . &3710 “’ ' . ' ¢
q ) K v e gogn -dmpybyerth Cotod P p .
‘é’{t ?q j‘\ e g culiseRn maty JiEL o w0 . tekt
cip Eam rptle masatres MY,
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Letter to Assistant hisf of Staf/, Intelligence
Departasat of the Army

cc Direetor of Navel Intelligence
Department of the Nevy
The Fentagonm
., Yeahingten 25, D. c.

ce Lirecter of Special Investigations
The Inspsctor Gensral BY COURIER SERVICE
Derartment of thke Air Force
Building Tempe B
4t} and Adome Drive, S. F.
¥ashingten, D. L.
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X «
Oﬁice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO Director, FBI pate:  5/17/56

SAC, Mobile

e

3 _ /Z:"‘ —
UBJECT: RACIAL SITUATION “=RAlon )

STATE OF ALABAMA

Reurairtel, 5/11/56.

This is to advise thatm
advised that e only telephone call

€ nad recelved 1n connection with this matter was the one
at about 7:00 pm 5/3/55. She stated that this was a local

call.

|

She advised that there had been no further occur- :><5

rence in connection with this matter other than the night of jr

’
N
‘

!

shnd g1 Sites IR i
‘ K "5

5/4/56 they heard a noise at the Q\ome which sounded
like something had been thrown againSt the side of the house.

- She stated that they did not go out and check because they
i were afraid to, and that the following morning they were
unable to locate any evidence indicating that anything had
been thrown against the house.
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Tolsoce
Beardman
Nichels
Belmont
Harbo

N |
RACIAL BITUATION, MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA.

May 5, 1956
8AC, Mobile

e

Reurlet 4/10/56,
Enclosed is e eopy of Department meterandum

e o

~._,,"

.JAYA'JJ__.

Mohr

Parsoas
Rosen

RECORDED - &

EX-108

ALL INFORMZTigN: novT "WED 0

"o

dated May 3, 1956, which is solf-explanator{
matter must be immediately assigned for eon
expedite attention,

w—

possession concerning this matter,
investigation should te condncted and a report should bdbe
submitted tc reach the Bureau
report should not be furnished
copy should be availsble in your file in the event the

Department requests a copy be made availadble to the USA
at a later date,

ou are instructed to interview only
as requested by the Dupartment for f
Ko further

5/11/56,

Hoover

L9055 L )-193

(e=k39)

This
innous and

e

4 copy of the
the USA bdbut an extra

1 NMAY g 1956

76
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Sizoo
Winterrowd
Tele. R

Holloms! r_ﬁ

Gandy
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y ( [ { . piason Section

ALL INFORMATIS pouTmeen ,

Dater 4pril 28, 1958 DME /7 BYM#'Z//;» L

To: ds:18tant Chief of Stasff, Intelltgenee
Departaent of she Army
The FPentapen
Fashington 83, D Cs

Attentiens CAhtef, Securtty Divisien

From: JeAn Edzar Keover, Directer \
Federal Bureax of Invcattpcttol
Subfecsr RACIAL SITUATION - VTR

INFORNMATION CONCERXIRG —~——

FILED M /7 -

e

o

of the epinton that $hta literature eeuld cause an eraed

eonflict $¢a the Southr because of its victousnesa, e

1tterature eonststed af an elleyed

s$ranseriptt made dy ene Rocaevelt Filitams

ot @ secret neeting of she National Adssotation for She

4dvanceaent ef Colored People in iisstestppt tn Decemder,

1854, KHe also furnished @ one-poge pampirlet eaptioned

"sho Are The Race MizersP® A FPhotostat ef each of Shese

tsens 18 erclosed Aerewith fcr the tnformction of the . \/

egencies recetving eoples of $his communtoatbony//[ . . I '
JO™ T

Zitagoted $has ene tem of the Ieterdiiry ORDED

ORIGINAL CC

te desortdbed as tasued ss an
YOUP "CodoCoCo” WhiCh may refer ¢
Aladana Cittzens Councitl,

APR1 9 1856
MAILED

Rose nag cc - Asststant Attorney General (N/Encls, - 2)
¥arren Olney III (sent by Form 0-6, same date)

“ -~ <" pe = Assistant Attorney General :
o William F. Tompkins (sent by Form 0-8, same

\ (¥/Encls, - 2)

date)
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Letier 8o Assivtant Chtef of 3tcff, Intelligence
Deparsaeat ef tie Army

—m se ¥aovledze of firearns
deiny sent 80 Jejrsea §n the Sostd, They stelted Wrat
according tn trelr sources, Neyroes In she Sosth eannet

purchase firearns dxt shat whide peepls Aave reporiedly
puroiased e gusntity of Sfirearns,

Any addirienc] relevent data obdatzed fa |
shfs matter mill Do xade avatladle %o pou promptly. |

Encloaures « 8 |

ec - Direstor sf ¥aoal! Inselligenge (?/inclosurse « 3)
Deparinent ef she Navy
The -“emtazen
Yaehingteon 85, Le Ce

@0 = Directsr of Speciel Inuestipations (8/inclosures = 32)
The Inspecter desersl
Departuest of the 4sr Jerce BY COCRIER S53AVICK
uilding Tenpe B
éth end Adazs Drive, S, F.
Sacshinzson, Do Co
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Asstetant Attoraey Gemeral

Filltan F. Tompkins Moy Bs, 1856
- '
o ‘/dﬂﬁ.'/;:b - éw/"/‘ 8/
e Director, FBI
RECOI"\L-. - i)

RACIAL SITUATION
STATE OF ALABANA

Reference its made to my memorandum dated

-7 conoerning an attack on the sons of
and regarding o threatening telephone
call recetved bd on May 8, 19838,

N 1351,
which time 8he advise at the only telephone call

she had recetved in connection with this matter was
the one at adbout 7 p.m. on May S, 1956, She stated
that ¢this was a looal eall,

She advised that there Aad been mo further
ooccurrence in connection with this matter other than an
she night of May 4, 1956, they heard a moilse at the

home which sounded es though something had been
thrown against the side of the house. She stated that
P they did not go out to ocheck because they were afraid
e, t0o do 80 and that the following morning they were
orn unabdle to locate any evidence indicating that anything
had deen tArovm against the Aouse.
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STANDARD FORM NO. 84 C .
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the sbsence of specifi
Birmin~ham will conduct no further investipetion concerning

Ll (

e

( (-
ce Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT i

Loy

“%5 P LRR

Director, FBI (100-135-61) pate: Vay 29, 1956

/A4 v
StC, Birminrhem (100-4639) %
O .3 |

RACIAL SITUATION
MCI'TGOIMERY, ALABAMA g
i
Remylet dated 3-19-56. ;
( i
i
]
H
;
i

¢ request from the office of origin,
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A

C FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION {

U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
COMNUNICATIONS SECTION 7/) Mr. Nipd
. "Mz, Belmon
MAY 28 1956 é/J Mr. Mason
/ni

c
FBI, MOBILE 5-28-56 6-06 PM Mr. Nease L
SETEI— Mr. Winte
RECTQR, ;B’i_'—‘_a\ ooo URGENT o0 &?&Hmm

3 \J ~ Misa Gandy
- Qr/// |

== RACIAL SITUATION, TALLAHASSEE, FLorIDA . R
7 & O T/ LLAHASSEE PD, WHOSE IDENTITY SHOULD BE

W PROTECTED, ADVISED THIS DATE TWO NEGRO WOMEN WERE ARRESTED
N THE CITY TRANSIT BUS SATURDAY AFTERNOON, MAY TWENTYSIX,

i \ FIFTYSIX, AFTER REFUSING TO SIT IN REAR OF BUS, POLICE LIST /“

i | v WOMEN AS WILHELMINS\JAKES, AGE TWENTYSIX, —

e JEEREEESEF \'° CARRIE Fu PATTERSON, AGE TWENTY, —//'*;’? -
= Uy, BoTH LISTED AS COLORED STUDENTS FLORIDA =/mE
Sy — - r~— ~—
f’): A AND M UNIVERSITY, TALLAHASSEE, ABOUT NINE FORTY P. M., \NS:-‘ =
et -
{a f MY TWENTYSEVEN FIFTYSIX, A CROSS WAS REPORTED BURNED IN FRONT NE‘* =
i ’ ) ‘,‘\‘ c ES)
e b ABOUT TWELVE THIRTY TODAY WELL=
UWNIDENTIFIED COLORED MAN REPORTED WITH UMBRELLA BROKE TWO %'_;: £z
o
WINDOWS FROM CITY BUS ON SCHEDULE AT A AND M CAMPUS, CITY L=.== =5 &3
- = o

g
.,

BUSSES STOPPED BY NEGROES IN AUTOMOBILE AND NEGRO PASSENGER
(RDERED OFF, NEGRO PASSENGERS REPORTEDLY REFUSED TO LEAVE
8uS. (N REPORTED ABOUT FIFTEEN HUNDRED NEGROES GATHERED
N CAMPUS AND SURROUNDING STREET. CITY BUS SCHEDULES FOR A AND

M CAMPUS STOPPED ABOUT FIVE P, M. TODAY. NO IN%RI}S REPORTE /o 0
NO PROPERTY DAMAGE REPORTED OTHER THAN UINDOUS ON BUS. N

0

L

\
END PAGE ONE ,¢0 RF("ORDFD - JUN (}
| t.f‘t“ - 4 5 1956
N}) —-2 i OSI b
Mr, Belmoat ﬂ 7/;447‘,, T —
== eqrc e

L
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FEDERAL VIOLATION ALLEGED, NO INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED
OTHER THAN TO FOLLOW DEVELOPMENT CLOSELY THROUGH LOCAL
AUTHORITIES, BUREAU WILL BE KEPT ADVISED OF ANY PERTINENT
DEVELOPMENTS .
HALLFORD

EIND AND ACK PLS

WA 8-11 PM OK FBI WA EW

TU DIS

O& MR BELMHNY

DOM. INTEL, DIvimion
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A‘L "“ﬂ?“t"o—r . , ,., :‘. ..
- ,_‘.' — 0 P"x‘: ': -
He-/132-¢1 /é KERE: i

DATE %‘/

J
- {[,1, ,;‘.’
Date: June 1, 1956 B 24 &

To: Assiatant Chief of Staff, Intyiiigencc
Department of the Army /
The Pentagen
Washington 25, D, C.

-Attention: Chief, Security Division

From: John Edgar Hoover, Director
Federal Bureau of Invsstigation

Subject: RACIAL SITUATION
TALLAHAS3ES, FLORIDA

This memorandum will econfirm information
telophonicallz furnished to :
Assistant Cnief of Starf, gonce,

Office of Naval Intolligence, and ‘
ce Specisl Investigations, by Special Agent
of this Bureau oun May 28, 1956.

A representative of the Tnllahasseo. Florids,
Police Department advised on Mav 28, 1956, that tw> Nerro
women were arrested on a eity bus Saturday afternoon,
May 26, 1954, after they refused to sit in the rear of the
bus, These women are Wilhelmins Jakes and Carrie F. Pattersnn,
d

are students a 1lorida A, %

versity, Tallahassee.

The above source also stated that at avproximately

9:40 p.m., Mav 27, 1956, & cross was reportedly burned in
front of Tiis source continued that at
approximately 1 P.m., May 28, 1955, an unidentified Xegro

.man allegedly aith an umbrella broko two windows in & cgty 79
hus on thg campus of Florida A. & M. University. {

&

ce -/Assistant Attorney General (By Form n-6, same dgfi} %53‘
: w4 {’

William F, Tompkins STy

ﬁ:oft/slyj) '?}; JU swu /‘ |




A

J

Letter to Assistant Chlef of Sta’f, Intellirence
Department of the Army

This source also reported that a city bus was
sto-ped by Negroes in an automobile and Negro pessengers
were ordered to ret off the bus., The passengers reportedly
ref.sed to leave the bus.

This source also advised that approximately 1,500
Neg—oes rathered on the campus of Florida A. & ¥. University
and on the surround’‘ng street. City hus sc’ edules servi
the campus ceassd st acvrox‘mately 5:00 p,m., May 29, 19?2.
Jio injuries wer: reportei and nc property danmare was reported
other than the broken windows in the hus.

Any additicnal pertinent information received in
connestion with this matter will bs made avallable to you
proantly.

cc - Director of Kaval Intellirence
Department of the Havvy
The Pentagon
washington 25, D. C.

cc - Director of Speelal Inveatigations BY COURTER SERVICE
The Inspector General
De-artment of the Air roree
Building Tempo E
Lth ard Adams Drive, S. W.
Washington, D. C.
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Ojﬁce Memomndum « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
O Director, FBI DATE  6/1/56
%4 : SAC, Mobile (100-1361)
‘V' 1
- sgorc: RACIAL SITUATION [ 2]? """" )
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA g < L o
KB oy
DAIE 24743 By et
Enclosed herewith for the information of the
Bureau is one copy each of the following news articles per-
taining to the Negro bus boycott in Tallahassee, Florida.
w 1. Arti cle from the Tallahassee, Florida Democrat, 5/30/56,
7z head "AXM GETS BUS CASES." )
z >
oy 2. Article from the Capital Post, Tallahassee, 5/31/56 ‘3
P headed WBOYCOTT IN LTH DAY, CITY TAKES NO ACTION BUT FTf
L IMETTING PLANNED, ™ >} §
B 3. Editorsal,in the Capital Pdst, Tallahassee, 5/31/56, -[{3
- entitlzg\:?OO MUCH AT STAKEt"® Y
A = ~ o/
.;,“ = TS 11
bre {2 - Bureau (Encl. 3) L

. ’Ioblle (100-1361) " .-

33 S
o ’“}"(‘“.' ;"f“‘.{ ‘et,.‘: A
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A&M Gets
Bus Cases

Moved From City Court;
Boycott Now Full Scale

By DON MEIKELJOHN
Democrat Staif Writer

The cases of two Negro coeds at Florida A&M Col-

lege who were arrested Saturday on a City Transit Bus

have been turned over to college officials, Police Chief

Frank Stoutamire said today.

Stoutamire said the action was taken after a long
distance telephone conversation with City Court Judge
John A. Rudd, who is in Miami.

The move followed the launching of a city-wide
bogcott against the bus company by Negroes. Early
today many Negroes were reported to be still riding th
b . but many calls were being received by a car poo
formed by the Negro group.

“We decided to handle the cases just like we do mo
Florida State University cases,” Stoutamire said.

+  The two women, Wilhelmins Jakes, 26, West Palm

Beach, and Carrie Patterson, 20, Lakeland, were sched-
-uled to be tried on charges of placing themselves in a
position to incite a riot tomorrow in City Court.

Both were released on $25 bonds. .«

The Rev, J. Metz Rollins,
one of the leaders in the boy-
cott movement, said as far as
he personally was concerned,
the action of turming the cases
over to A & M officials would

not make any difference in
the boycott situation.

He said he was not speak-
ing for the newly-formed In-
ter-Civic Council. “I think it
is a matter of princip.es Yather
than personalities,” the Rev.
Rollins said.

A car pool, which amo
to 21 cars at 12 centers,
op@ating this morning. n

Spged, a transportation chgr-
man, said between *200 cll
30¢ calls” were received early
this morning.

I/,/
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Mr. Boardman..—
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Mr. Mason
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‘ (Continued on Page 11, Col, 2)

The Rev. C. K. Bteele, local '
presideiteo! the NAACP, was
chosen chairman of & new or- i
ganization to be known as the
Inter-Civic Council.

The boycott will continue,
according to leaders, until ac-

tion is taken on 8 three-point '
resolution approved at the !
meeting last night.

Asked for an explanation of
the .“first come, {first served”
request, members of the com-
mittee sald they meant a,
policy where Negros would not '
hav to stand if seats were
available. ’

The three points were: |

(1) The right to be seated on
a first come, first served basis.

(2) More courtesy on the
part of bus drivers, and the
“ceasing of imtimidation of

rom-"

3) The hiring of Negro
vers on runs where passgn-

are predominately Negrpes.
The three points were drawn
up at a meeting yesteiday af:-

——

us

—

Frgm Page 1

‘mﬂande& |
Coed Cases

ernoon, and put into final form
by a committee of nine Negro
leaders. After the meeting, the
group met with City Mgr.
Arvah Hopkins and Charles L.
Carter, manager of the City
Transit Bus Co.—both separ-
ately.

CONTACT PLANNED
Hopkins said he would rot
comment on the proposals un-
til he has contacted the City
Commission. He said he plan-
ped to contact the group, but

)
|
'

did not know when.

Hopkins said the discussions
yesterday were informal, and
the Negro said it would pre-
sent a formal resolution in the

I near future.

Mayor Fred 8. Winterle said
he had not been contacted by
the group, and knew nothing
of the three-point proposal.
The Negro leaders said they
planned to contact Winterle,

Carter said the bus company
is operating under s franchise
from the ecity, and could not

do anything without the city’'s ,

eonsent.

At the meeting last might, |
which was attended by about
450 Negroes. R. W. Sand'rs,
State Secretary of the NAACP.
said, “I've been In contact with
eur national effice and they |
teld me to come in and make
a thorough survey te see what

eap be done from a legal stand-
,.‘&r.m NAACP,is_malching

every move you make.”

Yesterday’s developments

followed up s boycott of @ity
b¢ses by Florida A & M i-
végsity students called ter
the arrest of two Negro ds

o a city dbus Saturday r-
noon, and the burning of a
cross in front of the women’s
home Sunday night.

At a regular meeting of the
Ministerial Alllance at noon
yesterday, & nine-member com-
mittee was appointed to draw
up the three point program.

Members of the committee
were Elbert Jones of the Talla-
hassee Civic League, who acted
as chairmsn; D. B. BSpeed,
Tallahassee Business League;
J. H Hobbs, president of the
Community Defense Club; the
Rev. C. P. Allen, member of
the Ministerial Alliance; G. W.

nley, representative of t

ic League; the Rev. J. Me

llins, representative of

nisterial Alliance; Dr. Jam

dson, president of the Min-
isterial Alliance; James O.
| Mobley, president of the State
Business League, and the Rev.
C. K. Bteel, president of the
local NAACP and member of
the Ministerial Alliance.

After the report of this
group was presented at the
meeting last night, the com-
mittee was discontinued, snd
. & permanent committee, head-
ed by the Rev. Steele was
formed.

Other officers in the perma-
nent committee are as follows:
K. 5. Dupont, vice-chai
thy Rev. J. Metz Rollins, trgns-
urgr, Dr. M C. Willjams,
reuy, and Dr. James Hu
chiiplain Speed was appoin'
transportation chairman.

i




Zoycott In 4th Day,

May lay Set Up g
IJ]tCl‘ Racial

Orgamzatmn

Tallahassee’s bus boycott moved
into its fourth day today-with lit-
tle open efiort on the part of the
city leadership to come to grips
with the problem, but with some
signs that a solution may be in
sight.

A committee of local white and
Negro citizens will meet this

ing to discuss the formgtion
a permanent inter-racial
in Tallahassee as the

Sul

ch a committee was jpug-
gested yesterday by Dr. Gibert
L. Porter, executive secretary of
the Florida Teachers Association.
WILLING TO DISCUSS

But while local citizens were at-
tempting to seek a solution to the
problem, and bus company offi-
cial Charles L. Carter indicated a
willingness for further discussions,
city officials contacted by the Cap-
ital Post appeared reticent to get
involved,

Mr. Carter pointed out that un-
der the franchise bheid by the
ummﬂvvﬁ:medu.n-mu

ction of Tallabassee'’s city

m issioners to meet all the

ques® made by the Negro

t aPmeeting this week. He s§id
the bus company could take
action on its own,

“Onp Tuesday M. cmer et
ity Manager Arvah

meetings, but nothing e

Mo(theeon!erem,__* .

mnNmUAL MEETINGS
Although Meyor Fred W le
City Commissioner Bily
yo would make no publicm

ts about planned action,
Capital Post learned authoritative-

ily last night that the city com-

missidners, concerned about the

conferences and meetings with

individual Negro leaders in the

community.

However, they have reached- ne

group conclusion on future action,
Mr. Hopkins withheld comment

on the proposals of the mewly-

rmed Inter-Civic Council.

id the proposals would
brpught up before the city o
ion “sometime” after

looks them over.

City Takes No Action
But Meeting Planned

'l'here were many indications

t the eou,ﬁntmmchdby
kins,|and Negro leaders, in gp- ?a’m?’..“umw,m

denumuondlynnd
yesterday by Negro

lw pinmzemdznblyineﬂ

dterbusyuterdl!ﬂ'
F rida A and M-F
muwueitberemptycm
tained one or two Negro passenr
v (Continued on Page 2) ;

problem, individually, had held -
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Boycott N
(Continyed from Page 1) ' !

gers. Buses on -all other routu’(l

were also devoid of Negro patrons.

Mr. Carter estimated there’
had been a 73 per cent drop
in Negro patrons yesterdny!
He added that it was a hohdty.
and business may increase today..
He said the boycott of the bus,
lines has been ‘‘very orderly’” and
be has seen no signs of violence’
or disarder.

“VERY EFFECTIVE"

Rev. Steele told the Capital Post
that the boycott has been ‘‘very:
ffective.” He said, *it’s amazing
©0 me how effective it’s been aft-
er such short notice,” referring
to the short time in which the
boycott spread after  the Tuesday
meeting. .

Negroes were carried to and
from work by cars orgamzed in-
to ‘s pool. Twenty-one cars at 12
centers in various parts of Talla-]
hassee were operating in the pool,!
according to Dan Speed, trans-
portation chairman of the newly-
formed Inter-Civic Council.
NAACP NOT INVOLVED

Disclaiming @ny rumors that
the NAACP is behind the boycott, |
,Rev. Steele said that the * NAACP‘
‘has pot been in this affair one:

i

-—qj

2
3
g
I%
¥

‘ers, and that the drivers stop
their intimidation of Negroes.

3. That, “sometime in the fu-l
ture,” the bus company would
consider hiring Negro drivers on
'routes predominantly Negro.

'COUNCIL FORMED
| At the meeting, the gathering
approved the formation of an or-
ganzation, the Inter<Civic Coun-
'cll Six officers were elected w
‘the group, and will make no nn'ee-
ments without the consent of the
Negro townspeople, Rev. S(eele‘
asserted.

. The boycott originated on Ihe
| Florida A and M campus. On Mon-

day afternoon, the entire student |
‘body of 2,30 upanimously a

‘to refrain from riding city bus¢

‘iota.” He asserted they would be'
)called only in the event of a legnl
fight. -
- Rev. Steele uld that R. W
Sanders, State Secretary of the,
AACP, who| appenred at the'
Tuesday meeting, “1s here only‘
to make a survey of the situation
snd report it to the national of-,
ﬁce ” . !
He told the Post that “many of T
us who have not had to ride étty
_ibuses are just now beginning to
|lee and understand some of the’
things our peopie have endured b
throughout the years.” -
i At an a'derly meeting in the
Bethel Baptist Church Tuesday
inight, a congregation of sbout 450

[}
- 4
$ [}

'Student body leaders declined
term their action a *boycott.”
Student Body President Broad
Hartley told the Capital Post: “In
! r to prevent placing them-
selves in bumiliating positions,
the students decided to refrain
‘from riding the buses until some
:corrective action is taken.”

| The A and M student meeting
was prompted by the arrest Sas-
' urday of two women students,
Wllhelmma Jakes, 26, and Carrie
‘¥ Patte¥son, 20, who sat down
Min the last two ucint seats on &
city bus, next to a white woman,
and then refused to move when
'the ,driver wouldn't return their
‘fnre The white woman did not
protest. After the driver asked
‘them to move to the rear, the pair
lasked for their fare back and
isaid they would Jeave the bus.
'm driver, Maz Coggins, refused
ito refurn the 20 cents and called
.the policc
! The disposition of the girls’ case
vntumedwertoAtndud-
'ficials yeslerday, stcording to

BoliseLuief Frank SloutTIE™

v

e gy By SRS LT T U

——

Pr—
CROSS BURNED Sty
On Sunday night, 2 amall cross
wnbumedinfnntotthepriuﬁe
'home where the two girls lived.
, It was believed that the cross-
burning contributed largely io the
Monday protast by the A and M
ltudenu

* Student Body President Hartley
! nxd students have been humiliat-
jed several times by one or two
drivers. He said it was the first
,Jtime any students have been ar-
rested.

He told the Post that A and

udents “want o be treated

man beings and citizens.”’
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Too Much At Stake!.

It should never have happened at all. And it
doesn’t have to continue. -

We are’ referring, of course, to the boycott of
local buses by FAMU students and members of the
Negro community of Tallahassee.

Frankly, we cannot in good conscience join those
who would condemn the boycott. Refusal to ride city
buses—or to ride taxicabs or to go to the movies or
to walk the streets or even to go to work—is a legal
democratic remedy used time and time again through-
out the course of American history.

And we do not subscribe to the theory that the
boycott, or the seating of two Negro FAMU students
in the only two seats next to a white woman on a
crowded bus, is part of some overall NAACP plot to
undermine Southern traditions.

%Nox‘ do we subscribe to the theory, practiced ap-

rently by some of our local leaders, that there is no
ycott and that somehow it will all blow away and

appear.
There is a boycott. And it is real.
It represents a formal protest.by a great y
citizens of Tallahassee. Negro citizens, yes, but @ti-
zensdof Tallahassee nonetheless. They need to "be
eard.
. They have presented their case. They report mis-
treatment, discourtesy and intimidation by local bus
drivers; a charge denied by bus officials.
The Negroes have suggested a remedy. They ask
better treatment of members of their race by the bus
drivers. They ask future consideration of the hiring

of Negro bus drivers on predominately Negro routes. -

They ask seating on a first-come, first.served basis
s0 that Negroes will not have to stand when there are
empty seats.

eaders of the Capital Post can judge for them-
selves the merits of their requests and the validity
of their claims.

But it never should have happened at all.

he incident itself could have been easily gvert-
ed. [But the real sin, shared by all of us. is t we
werp caught with our hands in our pockets, whitling
in the dark, without the inter-racial machinery to
take the necessary action to avert what is still a po-
tentially explosive situation.

An Editorial —

-

THE CAPITAL POST
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
MAY 31, 1956
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We have the assurance' of the Negro groyfs_!th;:
{hey-mrenot motivated by vindictiveness or hate:
way they have handled the boycott to date seems to

. bear out their claim.

t  But do we have the assurance that all the people
of Tallahassee, like the small-minded men who
burned the cross the other evening, will remain
calm and hold their tempers? It takes only one hot-
head to create an incident. It takes only one inflamed
and distorted mind to create violence.

‘But it takes only informed and aggressive leader-
ship to meet this and other similar situations which
may arise in the future.

We are- confident that the bus boycott will be
settled. Perhaps not to the satisfaction of all, but
settled for the benefit of all. But what about the next
time? The next incident? ,

In a community which has enjoyed and still en-
joys harmonious relationships between the races, it
would seem that we would have, now organized and
active, a committee composed of leading citizens of
both races, working together to solve the problems

‘wbuld not have occurred.
It is not too late. Such a committee shauld be
med. And formed immediately. There’s much
i af stake to bury our head in the sand.

%both races, so that this kind of a misund ding"
f

!

.
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3-Point Plan
Is Awaited

Bus Boycott Resting
~ On Dead Center Here

By DON MEIKLEJOHN :
Democrat Staff Writer

Action on a three-point proposal drawn up by
Negro leaders boycotting city buses stood on dead cen-
ter today as City and bus company officials awaited
receipt of a written statement of what the Negroes want.
‘ ) Neither the bus company, the city nor the press has
%ﬁ_ been able to gei the proposals in writing and Bu} Man-

ager Charles Carter said before he can move he}wants
to know exactly what is meant by point one the
emand that all seating shouldi be on a “first come,
s+ &« « & . | first served” basis.
Negro leaders explained to re- |
rs when they first announc
decision thut they me
::% wanted s situation whi Peacock sald he follo
would require no Negro to sta le's car, s tan, and lemjn
{f there were vacant seats in & lored Cadillac, for seveppl

Peacock said he did not know
Steele and the arrést was rou-

bus.
Carter said that has been a
policy on buses running between
the Negro sections, but added *‘ob-
viously we have to operate under
g city franchise’’ and the laws of
Florida which require segregatiod
of the races.

The Rev. C. K. Bteele, local
NAACP president and leader in
a Negro boycott of City buses,
was arrested after he picked
up s carload of passengers in
his car in what police descri
as § “routine traffic R

e Rev. Steele was ¢
wit] running a stop &

Gagsden and Park Aven
with speeding 35 miles a
in a 25 mile .an bour sone by
Officer Burl Peacock.

ocks to check his speed be-

ALLISEWTL A
WG 50 ),
WIE_ L5/ Bidyscbfec

THE TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
MAY 31, 1950

Ret RACIAL STTUATIOR
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
Mofile 100-1361

fore making the arrest. The
car Bteele was driving is owned
by Primus Harris, 1103 Clay
8t. s

DENIES CHARGES ' ‘
Steele sald he Dpicked up
some passengers at Park and
Monroe Btreets, and he
wall speeding or ran the jtop
sig§. He said he would fght
case in City Court.
le was released without
(Centinued on page §, Col. §)
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3 Point Plan—
Now Awaifed

bond, and is scheduled to sp-
pear in City Court June 4. \

Many Negroes were still rid-
ing the buses teday as Negre
Jeaders estimated the effective-
mess of the beycett at betweean
50 and 75 per ecent.

Three A & M College buses
left the Monroe Street-Park’
Avenue stops with no-puswer?- -
gers duringas ‘usually busy 35
minute peridd ‘thls ‘morning.

-

Betxeen 7,25 and ‘.;_n__?— On the seating request, Car-
day 13 Megroes boarded 10 || teg said, “Qur franchise calls
local buses at the downtown | ¢ d
m.moﬂmmmm is

Acres bus at 7:45.

group, and planned no action
without consulting the City

The Rev. Steele said the for-
mal resolution had not been

as Jollows:

() The right to be seated

come, first served

(Negro leaders said this po
'meant a policy where Negr|
would not have to stand if
beats were available.). 1
1 (2) More courtesy on the part
of drivers, and the “ceasing of
intimidation of patrons.”

(3) The hiring of Negro bus
drivers on runs where passeng-
ers are predominately Negroes.

The bus company’s position
on the three-point resolution
was outlined in a formal state-
ment by Carter today.

Carter’s statement is as fol-
lows:

“The only complaint over

[

which T have jurisdiction is
courtesy. We have always tried
to render courteous service to
the public. Our drivers have
been instructed to be polite to
&1l our customers, as in any
business. There may be in-
stances where the instructions
not followed. There will al-
80 Ppe instances where erroneous
in@rpretations are placed on
We also believe that
present situation has
exaggerated, but
that as it may, we are al
seeking to improve our
If better and more ]
is possible, that is what
we nmt ard are oll mﬂ

service

1

allows no Negro bus drivers,”
Carter said.

City officials sald they could
not comment on the eity ord-
inance provisions until the re-
turn of City Attorney James
Messer Jr., who is out of town.

The cases of two Negro
toeds at Florida A & M Uni-

versity have been turned over |:
to University officials by the |.

City. It was their arrest Sat-
urday and & cross burning in-
cidenf| in front of their hajne
Sundiyly night that set up

ori boycott by Negro -

versity students. -
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—Tmer-RaclaI
Council Will
Be Formed

An unofficial committee of
white and Negrd leaders agreed
today to iry to bring about for-
mation of a permanent inter-
ractal council here to: solve
problems between the races “at
their outset by peaceable and
orderly methods.”

The organizing group, wWho
members may not be on
icouncil {inally set up, emp
sized that settlement of e
current bus boycott is not ihq
volved in their plans because
it 18 a situation that has al-
zeady developed.

The committee of five white
men and five Negroes drew up
this statement of purposes:

“Our objective is & perma-’

nent long range organization to
establish communications be-
tween representatives of the
varied points of view in the
ecommunity, to build bridges of
understanding ‘between the
races, t0 solve problems at ir
utset by peaceable and ordgrly
ethods through full and frjink
iscussions, both among m-
rs of the committee and with
rivate and official parties con-

i

sommittee to develop any pro-
gram of action nor to endorse
©Or suppress any program of ac-
tion on the part of either race.”

The organizers agreed to seek

members for the council who |

will come as close as it 1s pos-
sible to get to representing all
points of view on inter-racial
matters.

A method of selecting the
eouncil membership was de-
ferred until another meeting,
to be called in a few days.

Buch a council first was sug-
gested by Dr. Gilbert Porter,
executive secretary of the Flor-
ida State Teachers’ Assn., state-
wide organization of Negro pub-
lic school teachers.

He said Monday “a cake of
ice” had developed between
leaders of the races and that
such things as the bus boycott
eould be ‘stopped before they
started” if there were an inter-

cial committee to act [ 1

1 unding board. .

EETING CALLED
Editors of The Tallahdeseé
¢« PDemocrat took the idea to five

prominent white leaders, and at
their suggestion called a meet-
ing ,0of Negro leaders who se’
Yected five men to sit with the
White delegation today.

Members of the organizing
grouv are Porter, Rev. David
H. Brooks, pastor of 8t. Michael's
and All Angels Episcopal Church;
Dr. Robert Greenberg, vice pres-
$dent of the council of Tallahas-
see civic clubs; Dr. James Hud-
son, Florida A & M University
ehaplain: Dr. Glenn James, pas-
tor of Trinity Methodist Church:
James Mobley, vice president
of the Negro Civic League: Dr.
Sam Neel, dean of men at Flor-
ia State University; Prark D.

oor, vice president of Midy-

e-Moor Insurance Co., Dan

ed, president of the

ee Negro Business M

ague; and Blair Btone,
fdent of the Tallahassee -
ber of Commerce.
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m Alcohol and Tobacco Tax Division, Selma, Alabama.
A
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From; JoAs Xdgar Neover, Directer
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Subject: RACIAL SITUATION
STATE OF ALABANA
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dated March 30, 1938 ril 4, 1856, and April 13,
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* FBI
Date: 5/30/56 ¢

Transmit the following message via ATRTEL , /

/"
P ATRMAIL
g‘»@ / (Priority or Method of Mailing) /
B T0: ADIRECTOR, FBI
% FROM; S*AC, MOBILE mc
; /( ON —
RE: RACIAL CONDITIONS ~

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

Re Mobile teletype to Director, 5/28/56.

o/3, EEE—— 7 C
advised that no further acts o

violence or demonstrations have occurred in connection 7 D

. with incidents described in mytel to Bureau dated 5/28/56.
City buses continue to run on schedule throughout
Tallahassee without any further incidents, however, since
evening of 5/28/56, there has been a very noticeable
tendency on the part of negroes to not ride the buses.

advised that

A using instant situation at Tallahassee to "sprea 8
e S boycott." '

Approximately 75 negro leaders at Tallahass@-
attended a closed session meeting at Bethel AME Church on
N 5/29/56., Members of the negro ministerial alliance, repreg®
{1 sentatives of the Fla. A & M University student governmen
and several negro civic groups are alleged to have at qed§~
the meeting for the purpose of discussing the Tallah ‘gt ‘e"r
city bus é‘i.t}ation. . DED , L \
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HEREL: 35 &
DATE

— JUN 8 1

.  -Enclosed herewith for the Bureau is ghe

copy of a‘news article from the Florida TImes -

Jacksonvj,; e:\ﬁ@la., 5/29/56, headed "Negroes Vote to Walk;"™
S
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? Gj— Dir, 3 SREﬁSTERED) Lr. Bolwont ) )ﬁ\‘
(3 nclse. )
2 - Mobile (100-1361) -bls (5)
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' FBI
. Date:
Transmit the following message via
“(Priority or Method of Mailing)
TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 5/30/56 L

RE: RACIAL CONDITIONS
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

editorial from Tallahassee Democrat, 5/29/56, headed

YA Minor Incident . .  If" and article from the Tallahassee
Democrat 5/28/56, headed"FAMU Students Start Boycott of
City Buses.™

The Bureau will be kept advised of any
further pertinent developments in this matter.

HALLFORD
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Action Flllows ~—
Cross Burning -

The Florida A and M student body started a boycott . )
of buses operating in Tallahassee, after -two women - \
students were arrested Saturday afternoon for
refusing to move -to the rear of a bus. .

Student Body President Broadus Hartley said pe-
titions calling for the boycott were being circulated
shortly after a meeting at- noon attended by 2,300 stu-
dents.
| At:pm.,tbem'stbmdter! - ;

! the boycott went through the
campus empty, followed by &
i police escort. 8tudents cheered,
and one yelled. “We'll walk.”
There was no violence.
. Manager Charles Carter of
i Cities Transit Inc., which op-
erates buses within the eity
under a franchise, said he had
not been notified of the boy-
cott and had seen no indication
of it shortly after noon.
City Manager Arvah Hop-
ﬁ;ﬁheh&dnothuxdot ' EaE T Tiag n
1A vy et 2 -9 -
President George Gore of A-l "‘.: NS '=! -.!T'.m}ﬂ '
¥iorida A & M University is out EFREF‘ R .
ey

Sesn

PRICE: DAILY, 5c; SUNDAY, 15¢
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of town, and University offi- SN Cysagzg TR Ve

cials said s formal statement 7 Yadaler o, )

will be made after his return D ATE /9.4 3 : . '

sometime tomorrow. z ’? /Al R )."C/( ol
L4 4 4 i - /

ARRESTED SATURDAY
Wilhelmina Jakes, 26, and
Carrie Patterson, 20, were ar-
rested Saturday afternocon when
they sat next to a white w
man on & Citles Transit
ont seat and refused to mo
the rear. They were charg
ith placing themselves in a
ition to cause s Tiot.
Last night, & cross was burn-
ed in front of the house in
which they lived and both stu-
dents moved to & dormitory on

FAMU Students Star

the college campus. University ..

officizls are looking into details . Salelt B VIUNUNNNN | YT PNEE 1

of the arrests. - - )
SR F D b o

Bus driver Max Coggins told
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asked to move but told the | Tallaha ssee "Democrat"
they preferred to leave the | 5/28/56
RACIAL SITUATION
TALLAH ASSEE, FLA.
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There doesn’t seem to be anything in
the Tallahassee bus incident to cause ex-
citement—IF all parties concerned will
keep cool heads and do a little thinking
and reasonable talking before they act
further.

Like so many incidents which during in-
temperate times flare into major conflicts,
this one appears to have been a matter of
lttle things and misunderstandings at
the beginning.

The two Florida A. and M. women stu-
dents may have been impelled by a misun-
derstanding of what the United States Su-
preme Court ruled was their right in ine
trastate bus seating. They could hardly
be blamed. The Supreme Court was so
vague in its decision that even experienced
judicial news reporters were fooled into
first writing that it had ruled segregation
in intrastate buses was unconstitutional.
It wasn’t until days later that lawyers dis-
covered the ruling wasn’t that broad at allL

1f, as the two students claim, they ask-
ed for their fares back rather than have to
stand in a bus where there were vacant
seats, it would seem that the bus com-
pany and the community could have been
spared an embarrassing and volatile in-

RZ: RACCH

4  Tallahassee Bemorraf [

Tuesday, May 29, 1956

A Minor Incident . . . IF

‘of their race, but it was such a crude

- ————

cident if their dimes had been refunded.

The burning of the cross in front of the
students’ home naturally was something
that would inflame the fears of members

little thing that it could have been no
more than a prank or a one-man demon-
stration of no significance.

The A. and M. Student body, from all
accounts, has refrained from any attempt
at violent demonstration. Indeed, the stu- =
dents’ actions have been more orderly than -
we might have expected from almost any
campus at the end of the term.

The most disturbing element in the pic-
ture is the statement of the president of
the Tallahassee chapter of the National
Association for Advancement of Colored
People that the boycott will be carried be-
yond the campus.

The NAACP, probably as a result of the
tone of the governorship campaign recent-
ly has undertaken a drive for new mem-
bers here.

If that organization, or any other, seizes
upon this incident and agitates it for the
purpose of enlisting members or soliciting
funds we may be in for a rough time.

We hope the level heads among both
races will prevail.

A ote .

Wttt Owelh o . .

TALLAHASSEE, FLA,

ALL I ’"’_'TT "N:D

TH{L .; : e 5/29/56

From The Tallahassece Democrat
(Editorial nage)
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“——NEGROES VOTE TO WALK

FAMU Students Cheer Empty Bus
On Campus After Seating Arrests

TALLAHASSEE, May 28 P
Students at Florida A. & M. Unl-
versity for Negroes cheered and
clapped their hands as an empty
city bus was driven through
campus this afternoon.

This appeared to be the start of
@ boycott of city buses called by a
large part of the student body in
protest against the arrest of two
girl students after they had refused
to move to the rear of a city bus.

The bus was followed by a police
patrol car, but Police Chie{ Frank
Stoutamire said this was “merely
coincidence” and that po orders
had been given to escort the buses.

Several hundred students staged
2 mass meeting on the campus at
noon and voted to stay off city bus-
es for an indefinite period.

Brodus H. Hartley, president of
the student body, said arrest of the
two was the latest “in a series of
incidents in which we bhave been
humiliated by bus drivers.”

“I would not call it a boycott,”
Hartley said, ““We are just refrain-
ing from riding the buses until we
can have assurances that we will
receive better treatment.”

Charles Carter, manager of the
Cities Transit Co., said “it just has
not happened” when asked about
Hartley's charges Negro students
bhad been humiliated.

20, were arrested Saturday sfter
they refused to move to the rear
of & city bus. They were charged
with placing themselves in a posi-

theition to cause a riot, and released

on $25 bond each.

A hearing for the two girls will
be held in police court Priday.
Police reported a cross was
burned last night on the front lawn
of the house where the two roomed.
Eloise Kendrick, who owns the
homuidlcardrovenpmtmnt
of her home sbout 10 p.m., stop-
ped a few minutes, then drove off
at high speed.

Presment Geom
A. & M, was out of the city, and
university officials asid &
statement would be made after his
return tomorrow.

A reporter who was on the cam-

1

The two girl students, Wilhelmina

emmmdlbles, 25, and Carries Patlerson,
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gated near the administration build-

pus said about 500 students congre-|r
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ing cheered and clapped when the
empty bus drove by.

“It was more like & group of stu-
dents cheering at an athletic event
:.ng!wm’turﬁpplnly nolsy,” de
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Dote:  Juns 6, 1988 DATE 7’46
To: Assiptant CRief Lo wf, nmntgcm '
Departaent ef the
fhe Pentsgen

Q{,-“L‘&J FYashtngson 83, D, 3. )
dttention: Ohief, Eeocurity Divisten

Frome JeAn Noar Neever, Pireotor
Pederal Bureas of Investigation

Subjeot: RACIAL SITUATION
TALLAHASSEE, FPLOBIDA

Beference ts mnade %o ay uuomdu dated
June 1, 13356, sdvising shat ox My 58, 1558, Filhkelninas
Jakes md ccrru F. Patterson wers arrested in Tallahassee
after dRey refused So sit in the recr of & @ity bus,

on 29, 1556
vised t 8¢

rsher acte of wiolence or de have occurred
stnce She arrest of Jakes end Pattereen, City duses
oatinue S0 run on sohedule ¢tAroughout Tallahassee withous
tacidents; Aovever, since She evening of May 86, 1536,

ere _Sas Deen & notfceable Sendency on the pcrt of nynn

ot ¢4 ride the duses,
’: r:

76 JIN 7

tion $n mqu so 2t yeott,
" ippresinately Y5 Negro lesders in Tallohssses
ettended a oclosed meeting on May 39, 1556, MNembders of the 4{,
Negro Vintstertal Alltance, [')rucuuﬁvu of Flerids 4

4 end ¥ Ontuersity studens governnent tn Sallahassee and

Boardman . 80 df8cuss the ottty ottuation fn rcnahauu.

Belmont LI

Yolon ——  geueral Negro otuto mnp& reportedly attended the meeting @‘&{
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Departnent of she Army

dny additional pertinent tnfermation reedsved
eonnection with this matter will be made svatlable
you premptly.

- Director of Naval Intelligence
Departnent of the Navy
The Pentagon
Washington 25, D. €.

« Director of Spectal Investigations BY COURIER SERVICE
The Imspeoctor General
Deparinent of the Air JForce
Building Tempo X
4tk and Adans Dr‘.., S. F.
Fashiagton, D. C.
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Tos Assistent nu.r of Staff, Intelltigense - .. - ‘
Departuent of the Aray -
The rentagen .
Feshiagten 85, 2. O,

dttenttony Ohtesf, Seourity Divisien

From: John Xdgar Beover, PDirecter
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Subfect: RACIAL SITUATION
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Oﬁice Memo(fzdndum e UNITED STATBS GOVERNMENT

Director, FBI pate: 6/8/56

“sac, Mobile (100-1361) ALL INFOREAATION pon ANED
\é%hzﬂsnumxon HERER: © & ?-;*3:;; itD
TaLLAHAssEE, FLortoA  DAJE2/=7/53 4

- 2 Enclosed herewith are two clippings from the 6/5/56
R issue of the "Tallahassee Democrat," daily newspaper,

o & Tallahassee, Florida, captioned "BUS SERVICE TO FRENCHTOWN
- il FAMU CANCELED." Instant article sets forth the most recent
' E developments in the boycott of city busses by Negroes at

E: E Tallahassee.
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Bus Service
f’;lo Frenchtown,
_..FAMU Canceled

Buses were pulled off the
Plorida A & M and Frenchtown
runs yesterday with suthoriza-
tion of the City Commission.

The commission also turned
down a full integration request’
by the Negro Inter-Civie Counell
which has Jed & boycott nwn;

ment for & week.
The Rev. C. K. Steele, presi-

dent of the Inter-Civie Councll, |’
said “We're going to keep on.

We're going to pray, trust in
and do whatever else we
do to reach some fair gnd
eqiitable terms with the Gty
anl bus company offictals.”
Car pools to transpo:t Ne
were still operating.

It took only 10 minutes for
the Commission to handle the
two actions, both by unsnimous

L

The first vou’ resectt;d th:
posals for settlement.
:f&“g were read in full, the
Commission asked for comments
from Ben C. Willis, who is
handling the city attorney job
in the absence of James Mes-

ser.
Willis said the Negro request

to sit “wherever they choose”
on buses would require the re-
| peal of segregation provisions in
the bus franchise.
He also sald the request for
bus drivers is a company
tter, which does not come
er City autbority by fifn-
provisions. The nd

reminded of obligation to Wn-
(Continued o Page 2, Col. 1)

L e )

" From Pags 1 I

Bus Service
To Frenchfown,
FAMU Canceled

der courteous service also falls
under the company, he said.
The City Commission in a

et i we wewm | A1 NEGRE 0T

mass meeting had said it ex- HEREgﬁ B Tasan - o

pected the bus company to make

all reasonable efforts to see that |: 2 A
its drivers treated passengers DAIE >/29/53

courteously. It also said the|;
company had agreed to take ap-
plications for drivers’ jobs from
and give them consid-
erjition for employment when
vygcancies arise,
e bus company's tition
abandon the “Florida p & M
and Frenchtown” runs wgs based
on a contention that oper-
ation is no longer profitable
since most of the “patrons on
said routes have voluntarily
ceased to use bus service.”

« The action was taken under
authority of s franchise pro~
vision that allows changes in
bus routing “by mutual econ-
sent.” The action is permanent
untll changed by agreement of
both parties.

Immediately after the Com-
mission’s action, buses were
pulled off the two Negro runs.

In yesterday's written state-
ment, the Negroes dropped the
“first come, first served” phras-
ing of their original oral request
and said flatly they want to
sit where they choose on the
buses

The City's interpretation of
the franchise called for first
., first served on the last

ble seat in & bus, byt said
white and Negro ngers
coyd not sit in the seat.
It also said 2 person one
sace who: is occupying Iast
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TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
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Re: RACIAL SITUATION
TALLAHASSEE, FLA.
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Dﬁ?ce Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO Director, FBI (100-135-61) pate: 6/7/56 |
N\ )
- \ JFROM SAC, Mobile (44-439) 1 ""q------'u ny
L e MEreTiome
SUBJECT: RACTAL STTUATION ‘ﬁ--“ w / -3::52’ ix.l]
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA rree Z/ 23 /a3 3 _BY§, ; - 4 / ~(

For the information of the Bureau attached are two .
copies of ne sﬁaper.ugm appgaring in Alahamwa Journal, Montgomery,
Alabama, captioned‘%ITY BUS SEGREGATION DOOMED IN RULING

g BY FEDERAL COURT.
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i tion Doomed!
;In Rullng By
Federal Court

Alabama Journal
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Judgment Held
UpFor2 Weeks
On Plea Filing

A . three-judge federal courg
panel ruled city bus segregation
laws in Alabama unconstitutional
but delayed issuing a formal- order
p carry out the decision.

The court in a 2-1 opinion ruled
that state and city laws, specifi-
cally in Montgomery, violate the
14th Amendment of the U. S. Con-
stitution. ,

Judge Richard T. Rives of the
sth U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals
and District Judge Frank M. John-
son Jr. of the Middle District of
{ Alabama signed the majority opine
jon. Judge Seybourn Lynn of the
Northern District of Alabama dis-
sented saying separate but equal
facilities are acceptable.

2 WEEKS GIVEN

The court gave opposing atior.
peys two weeks to file in writing
their views on how the formal
judgment should be entered and
whether a stay should be granted
pending an appeal to the Supreme
Court.

Although the four Negro women
who filed the suit asked for an in-
junction to stop segregation im
Montgomery, none was issued to-
day pending the court's formal or-
der later.

However, Johnson said it would
apply only to Montgomery even
though the court has ruled state
segregation laws invalid. To apply
it to another city probably would
require a court order there based
on today’s decistom——e—=* R

CITY DEFERS ACTION :

The Montgomerv-ciu_hpmnlp
sion said this afternoon, “We feel
that it would be improper to de-
termine our course of action” in
regard to bus segregation until a
formal judgment is rendered by
the federal court.

The Commission issued this pre-
pared statement:

“We have just read the dpinion
which we received this morning
from the federal court, As we un-
derstand it, it is the opinion of
Judges Richard T. Rives and Frank
M. Johnson Jr. that statutes and
ordinances which require segrega-
tion of white and colored races on
motor buses of a common carrier
in the city of Montgomery and its
police jurisdiction violate the due
process and equal protection clause
of the 14th Amendment to the 'Con-
stitution of the United States and
{that it is the opinion of Judge Sey-
boyrn Lynne that the principle of
separate but equal accommodations
{:r white and colored is still the

w,

“As we understand further a
formal judgment will not be en-
tered until after all parties in the
cmwsu&nﬁtl to the court their views
as e form -of judgment that
should be entered.

DGMENT AWAITED

Rhe formal judgment is entered.

. “The matter of filing a statement

and reference to the federal court

will, of course, be handled by the
»ga]l department of the city.
“We feel that it would be im-
oper to determine our course of
ion until a’formal judgment is
endered by the court.”
C. C. (Jack) Owen, president of
. Alabama Public Service Com-
ssion, declined. comment on the

president of the Montgomery
ramprovement Assn., saif he was-
happy to hear of the decision.
, "1 think all people of good will
'will accept the court’s ruling as

‘a8 great victory for democracy

and justice, not only for 50,000
Montgomery Negroes, but for peo-

: ple everywhere.” A

The PSC, also a defendant,

l‘_s" SEGREGAT_Igg. Esge 2-A)

-
x

PR

appeal would go to

(Conttwwed-Exom Page 1 |
asked to be dismissed from the
suit on the grounds that the state
agency exercises no jurisdiction
:‘v;:ddg‘?um.butmmm-
_The decision came on the sixth

mass protest began.
RULING CAN BE APPEALED

Today's ruling can be abpealed
direct to the Supreme Court and
may provide the first clearcut test
of city bus segregation'in the
South,

The Fourth U. 8. Circuit Court of
Appeals at Richmond, Va., had pre-
viously ruled bus segregation un-
constitutiona} in Columbia, 'S. C.,
but' sent the case back to the trial
court for a determination ¢f dam-
ages. .

The Supreme Court on April 23
dismissed an appeal from the Court
of Appeals ruling, but two of th
judges sitting on the panel here
commented at the hearing
month that in their opinion
Supreme Court hadn't passed
the segregation issue itself,
rather dismissed the appeal be-
cause the case was still pending
in the lower courts.

* Since no question of damages
was involved in t bere,
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%« verse the panel’s findings.
Q’i.; CONCUR IN DECISION
ﬁ-,-,f' Agreeing with the earlier decision
Ik of the Court of Appeals at Rich-
s mond, the majority opinion here to-
day said, “we cannot in good con-
science perform our duty as judges
blindly following the precedent” of
he geparate but equal doctrine.
In fact, the two judges said, “we
ink that Plessy vs. Ferguson (the
sase in which the Supreme Court
1anded down the separate but equal
xiecision in 1896) has been implied-
4y, though not explicitly overruled,
¥ nd that under the later decisions
Jere is now no rational basis upon
‘hich the separate but equal doc-
rine can be validly applied to pub-
¢ carrier transportation within the
.ty of Montgomery and its police

Crt—
continued, “that by fts terms the
Congress is given the power and
duty to enforce the 14th Amend-
ment by legislation. Thus the Con-
gress would have the power, thus
derived, to proscribe (prohibit) seg-
regation in intrastate transporta-
tion. It is worthy of note that for
60 years it has not seen fit to
do so0.”

Lynne said that Congress' reti-
cence to intrude upon the inter-
nal affairs of the several states
should caution us against doing so
where the path of duty is not plain-
ly marked and when we must hold
a clear precedent of the Supreme
Court outmoded.

“Because I would dismiss the
action on the authority of Plessy
vs. Ferguson, 1 do not reach the
a:'ocedu;al questions discussed in

e majority opinion. I respect-
fully dissent.”

The prolonged bus boycott, fo-

-

The Improvement Association

was orgnéz'ﬁ"ﬁé day the boy-
cott started. Leaders said its pur-
pose was to improve the #general
welfare” of the Negro community,
but their efforts thus far have been
devoted almost entirely to the boy-
cott.
. Funds have come from contr-
butions by Negroes outside Mont-
gomery and from donations re-
celved at the Negro church rallies
‘beld twice weekly in Montgomery
.since the protest began. The car
pool itself costs an estimated $3,000
s week. ’

b mtil: city u;‘:ln state negreg:.
ality of the -
tiony laws was filed in federal court
Feb. 1, the same day a bomb ex-
ploded outside the home of a boy-
cott leader, E. D Nixon, and on
the day that the city eomrpissxon
adopted a “get tough” policy tos
ward the boycotting Negroes.

The explosion at Nixon’s hom
came 48 hours after a ¢

the Negroes were willing ki
under segregation if they could get
‘ 84

ing arrangement,
en insisted they
segregation in any form.

served” seat-
but the four wom-
were opposed to

At one time during the long boy-

Continuing, Rives and n|cusing worldwide attention on a||pomb was at the home W | drivers to stop enforcing segrega-
¥ald, “we‘ﬁggld that themstat:t:zn::d city whose population of 125,000 is| | another Negly/leader, the Re :-m &wsﬁ;.%%ﬁgé
rdinances requiring segregation|Mmade up of some 50,000 Negroes, | | Martin Luther¥ing Jr., 8 %7-ye down its April 23 decision dismiss-
d: the white and colored races on|Was the first wholesale use of eco- | |old Baptist ster. No one w ing an appeal in the South Carolina
hie motor buses of a common car-|nomic force by either race since|. |injured in either incident. / /. §i, segregation dispute,

S er of passengers in the city of|the Supreme Court’s school inte- After 3 Montgomery

;‘ontgomery and its police jurisdic-

gration decision two years ago.

o violate the due process and!

FEW NEGROES RIDE BUSES

and jury later that month
gcted more than 90 boycott le

in

ORDER RESCINDED . .
Circuit Judge Walter B. Joues

state court,

_Jauses of the 14th Amendment’ Since the boycott began last
& the Constitution of the U. 8. ~Déc. 5 in protest against the ar-
% Lynne, in his dissent, said ‘“‘the rest of a Negro seamstress who
jipremacy of the federal govern- refused to move to the colored sec-
§ ent in matters affecting interstate tion of a bus, the Negro passenger
pmmerce is axiomatic. Cases in- load has been only a fraction of
lving the exercises of its power normal.
$ that realm shed no light on 14th Where buses once carried 30,000
mendment problems.” : to 40,000 Negro riders daily, the|:
1t does seam~quites clear,” W company says only 300 to 400
. riding now. '
Instead, the boycotters rely on

buses despite the company’s brief
departure from segregation, how-

signed the complaint in

urt, one o he
a smooth-functioning car pool ?er name, Jeaneatta \Reese Wommmmmmmr medmthe tﬁm.z
}which takes them to and from Mayor W. A. Gayle in tile preseny ¢y poycott should go on until pub-
work without charge. Operated by| |of mewspapermen that she &ids| o officials are willing to recognize
the newly organized Montgomery| |jgnow what she was signing. 'lintegration. e=—e—e—e ,

Improvement Assn., the motor
pool uses gcores of privately owned
cars and 14 new model station]
wagons purchas the pame|.
of Negro churches.

-

|

; That statemgnt proppted ¢
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Office Memorandum -

TO : Director, FBI

SAC, Mobile (100-1361)
RS

RACIAL“Sf&UATION
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

Bureau re captioned matter.

newspaper items in duplicate:

1. Item appearing in the Tall
Florida, 6/4/56, entitled

Item appearing in the Tall
Florida, 6/4/56, entitled

N
.

“"2:- Bureau (Encl. LEXY"5u
1 - Mobile (100-1361)

1o -
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

6/7/56

DATE:
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Reference is made to previous correspondence to the

As of additional interest, I am attaching the following

ahassee Democrat, Tallahassee,
nCOMPANY WANTS TO HALT BUS RUN."

ahassee Democrat, Tallahassee,
"BOYCOTTERS ARE UNREASONABLE."
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?Cempany Wants
To Halt Bus Run

Negroes Reject City's Answer
! To Suggested Plan For Seating

By DON MEIKLEJOHN
Democrat Staff Writer
The bus company asked the City for permission to
stop sexyice on the Florida A. and M. University=Frenth-
town run today after Negroes at a mass meeting turned
down a‘City proposal for ending a week-old boycott ahd
called for full integration.
The City Commission didn't
act immediately on the bus com-
pany request to cancel operations
over the route which serves the
two biggest Negro sections and ig
most affected by the boycott:
ever, comments from city of-
ficls indicated approval would
be granted.

e e ———— v St s W " A e B it e
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ALL 22T CONTARED
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v. C. K. Steele, president of
the Negro Inter-C.vic Council
which was formed to spearhead
the boycott, said a three-point

al submitted by the City

not acceptable to his group. LI

Whereas the City proposal for ) . \9
bus seating arrangements stopped \
shé:-t of permitting Negrges and ) >
white passengers to occfpy the Dt '
same seat, the Council in s first s\
formal statement of t it A
meant by ‘“first come, t serv-
ed” called for a ruling that all \
passengers ‘shall have the right \
to sit wherever they choose on
any bus.” . \

After last night's meeting, Re?
Rev. Bteele, sald “the group ze-
pudiated completely the City
Commission position. They wa:?
to sit anywhere they want to sft
on the bus if they pay their
fare, otherwise they're willing to
walk.”

The Negro Committee's state-
mer§ issued today said:

“&) Bince the prese bus
seaing arrangement is econome
fcally unsound. humiliatiyg, ar-
bitrary, inequitable, inconven-
fent, and morally unjustifiable;

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 4)

P — e ey

/"\

EICLOSURE

.D;U;E:d ] ; / 8 it 3"’7"(’[1—%/‘1[

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
JUNE &4, 1958

RACIAL SITUATION
unwmsszz FLORIDA
Mofile 100-1361

SN R RTITs e v ey aTeT WPKTy vy VTR

o




Frem Page 1
P S,
all bus passengers shall have the
right to sit wherever they choose
oD any bus, or buses.
“(2) 8ince people of all races,
by their patronage contribute to
the support of the bus company,
people of all races shall havd an
opportunity to work for the bus
company in various capacities.
Employment applications shall
be accepted from people of the
Negro race, who elso want to
render service to the public. The
most competent of these nnpn-)
cants for bus driver positions
shall be hired as bus drivers.
3) That all bus drivers be
oongtantly reminded of their
nevpr ending obligztions to ren-
der¥courteous service, and equit-
able treatment to all passenge:s,
regardless of race, creed, Jr
oolor.
The statement was signed by
8teele, Rev. K. B. Dupont, R!
J. Metz Rollins Jr., Dan B.
Bpeed, Dr. M. C. Williams, E, W.
Janes, Dr. James Hudson, Fath-
er David H. Brooks, and Eddle
Barrington. ' g
Leading off the demands was
a statement that read: “Eveats
of the past few days have given
Tallahassee & great new oppor-
funity for national Jeadership.
‘This is fallahassee’s hour to add
new lafrels to her trious
name, its public servige duty,
the Intep-Civic Councll Talla-
hassee submits the follo pro-
posals, and requests that they

————

be put into operation.”

- &
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Steele said the action was taken
witholltelion nay i2: the—house *
About 800 to 1,000 persons attend-

,ed the meeting. A total of $69883

. was collected at the meeting to |

:be used in continuing the qar
pool.

!” Mayor Pred B. Winterle sald .
,he planned to call a meeting on
the bus company’s petition as
soon as other Commission mem-
{bers cah be contacted. He said

takes the 1ast vacant seat in the
‘bus, a member of the Gther raze
'may npot take m seat beside h

person, put the seated
oot T ed to surrenderjy the
seat.”

On ajNegro request for

courteous treatment, the Commis- |
sion sald it expected the company l
to enforce the rules requiring to
treat all passengers courteously.
The Commission mtemen; also

the meeting would probably be
this afternoon.

City Gommissioner W. T. Mayo
said today he would favor an
impediste mesting to consider
thq bus company's petition. He
saig. “I feel the Commission has

v

sajd the bus company has said it
is willing to take and consider
applications from Negroes for
vacancies in jobs on buses' serv-
ipg Negroes predominately.

A case charging the Rev.

leaged over backwards to set
thetboycott, and do not feel
bus comnany should be requir
to continue running buses on
fune where the passengers do nl
, Wish to ride.”

Mayo added. “We have at-
temoted to settle the boycott on
the basis of our segregation laws,
but the Negroes in their demanAs
have jenored the existence of
mich 14ws. T hooe the Negro cit-
fzens can settle this amone
themselves and not be guided
by nuteide Influences.”

The Citv Commizsion set out its
injerpreistion of the three-voints

olved in & statement Saturdpy

ht.
the statement. the Co!
[ interoreted the franch
mesnirg: “If a person of cne

as
ze

—

' Steele with speeding and running

> |a stop sign while operating an

'auto in the boycott ear pool has
been set for § a.m. Thursday al-
ter a plea of not guilty was sud-
mitted to City Court Judge John
A. Rudd. *

‘The bus company stated injts

tion that it has been
ey in its entire operationor
3 1ast 12 months as the of
mic factors beyond the
trol” of the company. !

‘To avold further losses, the
company said it iz necessary to

| “minimize or eliminate aa many

' loss factors as the circumstances
will permit . . .”

The petition stated, “Two of
the routes which are least eco-
nomically stable at this time
are the A & M University Route
and the Frenchtown Route and,

of present conditions

ch petitioner (bus -

no control, most of ghe
on sald routes have gol-
untallly ceased to use

service.” :

No plans for s special meeting
‘of the City Commission were an-
‘nounced immediately to consider

the petition. The next regular
meeting of thefCommiasion is

‘at 2:30 pm. J 12, but bids

beca
over
pany)
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g
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t A mass meeting of Tallahassee Negroes,
* apparently swayed by the ministers of
2 their Jarger churches, has refused to con-
sider the City Commission’s move to bring
r. end to their boycott of the buses.
%3 We, think the leaders of the boycott
“ & movement, who apparently are engaged in
¥ a struggle for leadership with more mod-

At the outset, they didn’t seek a single

meeting’ with the City Commission and
2 the bus company, both of which are con-
. cerned. They sent committees to bus
=8 " company and- city officials separately.
They reported the sentiments of their mass
§ meeting to the white officials by word of
mouth, and reported back by word of
mouth to their own people. Without some-
§ thing in writing, this could lead only to
§ confusion. .
1  There was confusion over the meaning
1 of the Negroes’ call for bus seating on a
1 “first come, first served” basis. Their own
] first explanation, expressed orally, was
tha no Negro should be made to stand if
there was a vacant seat. They never have
eve‘ put that in writing.

The City Commission and bus company

e S

ALL 5037 COMTAINED
KERERY € u.izul o iD

BATE 3/3 S/

6 Eaﬁah&amp—avmnrrat

Monday, June 4, 1956

Boycotters Are Unreasonable

L -y

¥

agreed on an interpretation that stopped
just short of complete integration on the’
buses, which any realistic appraisal of the
situation would show is laden with dan-*
gers in view of the present temper and
thinking of the people. 5

Now the Negroes put in writing a state-"
ment that they want a ruling that “all bus®
passengers shall have the right to sit
wherever they choose on any bus.”

In other words, they want total inte-
gration—regardless of State law, city

f

ordinance, franchise provisions or the will
of the majority of all the people. : ;ﬁ%ﬂgﬁgggﬂg Dgégg%z

The reaction to a complete boycott based JOHN M, TA
on that ultimatum very likely will be com- EDITOR

plete removal of the buses from predomi- JUNE ‘. 1956

nantly Negro runs.

The bus company obviously stands tc Re S
gain nothing by operating empty buses
There is no point in the company risking
further incidents,

Maybe suspension or outright cancella.
tion of the service will remove a source
of strife and let things cool off to the
point that eventually the boycott leaders
will want to sit down and talk the matter
over man to man with a view to reaching
a peaceful and realistic solution. -

We're getting nowhere this way.___ |
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Ojﬁce Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

LTO- " Director, FBI - DATE 6/5/56
\J”m‘ t_ $AC, Mobilg§100-1361) AU T ATAR
i B K , L e A8 L . .'.;“ Pk
C /.// ..// // PFPP!R!- F‘ g ."“ I. ’ a
SUBJECT: ACIAL SITUATION BLT T UL

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA  [ATF 3/;..2- hz _ Bdsr /;,:.(

Re previous correspondence to the Bureau regarding this

matter.

On 6/4/56 SA _ had occasi discreetl
disc e above situation at Tallahassee wit“
and Both state

that the Negroes at Tallahassee have been to y the Negro
ministers at Tallahassee that thex should not ride the city busses.
Accordingly, with very few exceptions, the Negroes are not riding
the busses as the boycott enters its second week.

Students at Florida A & M University have gone home for =
the summer and this temporarily eliminates any further disturbance”
from that source, accor

[ et

-and-pointed out that the boycott
has been orderly and well organized to date. and the

other local Negro ministers have set up a car pool which cruises
by all the bus stops, picks up the\Negroes there and takes:them to
their destinations. No incidents of violence have begn reported
to date and none are expected. The City Commission tgs scheduled
to meet 6/L/56 with a special committee of Negro citizeris in an
effort to mediate the disagreement between the Negroes andcthe

bus company. z N

-

)

For the information of the Bureau, I am transmitting
herewith two copies each of the following newspaper items:

o

!

l. Item from The Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Florida,
6/1/56, entitled/MLAWYERS SEEK BUS BOYCOTT CLARIFICATION,®

2. Editorial from The/Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Florida,

\ 6/1/56, emtle POSTPGNEMENT COURTS TROUBLE."™
- S (VA A ’
" _ Bureau (E . 12) (L*,\’”fn.Q,QRDEU--r! /47/’«/( /- - -—-(//., , a‘
1 - Mobile {100-1361) ‘#ﬁ\ = BN \Y
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Director, FBI 6/5/56

Re: RACTAL SITUATION
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

3. Item from The TalZahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Florida,
6/2/56, entitled/ "BUS BOYCOTT TERMS AWAITED."

4. Item from The Ta)lahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Florida,
6/3/56, entitled/ "CITY COMMISSION MOVES TO END BUS BOYCOTT.®

5. Item from The Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Florida,
6/3/56, entitled—%FEXT OF CITY'S STATEMENT."

6. Item from The Tall hassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Florida,
g{ggéggﬁ entitled/"CITY BUS BOYCOTT SCENE VERY CALM; NO
L] 1Y ——— -
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\ . | Malcolm B. Johnson,  execu- |
ers f tive-editomof The Demeosvatramet
: - with a delegation of more than

i & dozen Negroes yesterday af-
ternoon. He aaid it was a eon-

Bus Bo coﬂ ference called at the request of |
| bus company officials to seek a

statement in writing of the

, . . Negroes’ proposals and a clarifi-
| " cation of their request that seat- :
, 0“'0" ere 'ing on the buses be put én a'
 “first come. first served” basis.'

“Members of the d-lentlon'

l

By DON MEIKLEJOHN "could not atree on any mte-i
Democrat Staff Writer L , rieft—eter®ying or eﬁnlnln: i
Attorneys for the City Transit (Continued on Page 3 |

.| Co.. City, and Negro Inter-Civic
Council met todsy in an “ex-
ploratory conference to chrﬂyq
issues” as a Negro boycott of
City buses moved into its fifth
hday.
‘The group was meeting at the
i office of Charles Ausley, attor- |
{ ney for the bus company. Ben C.'!
S| Willis is representing the City
°, in the conference in the absence
.of City Attorney James Messer,
1; and Theries Lindsey of Talla-!

® hassee was representing the .
1| Jesro group. TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT
ji oy and bus company of-|, TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
conferred las .
£ e:e was no nnnonncexxnent of | | JUNE 1, 195
' decision. !
t} 8Still the biggest point of e¢n-
o tl:l.‘t demt:tr:: :: t:;\ee Nb:lse: TION
.| group that sea
“ i Re: RACIAL SITUA
| perved bas, oo TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
1| Attorneys for the three groups Mofile 100-1361

said the conference was strictly .
.} “exploratory to clarify the is-f

| sues.” There will be no commit-'
), ments made at the session, at-
,torneys said.

" THREE POINTS
’|  As originally given to report-'

e e 5 ALL Wrgre e s
! meeting Tuesday night were a8, P
‘!on”‘. i nll[-..\. -s Lx S . e .-

;9 (1) The right to be seated on‘

first come, first served basis.
:! ¢2) More courtesy on part of DATE 3/ f/ 3 BY 49,50&/‘79‘(/
¢! drivers, and the “ceasing of in-:
¢, timidation of patrons.” |
| 3 The hiring of Negro bus

! drigers on runs where passe§- '’
gerg are predominately Negr

ay's conference was e
|  restlt of a2 meeting yesterday &~ | R
g!temoon to clarify the three; . ;, /f, C*
{ | points_in _the resolution.__. . | Ny W

+
t
]
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Lawyers Seek
Bus Boycoft
Solufion Here

the exact meaning of the
phrase,” Johnson said.

DOUBT AUTHORITY
“In the end, they asked that it
be allowed to stand without
change or expansion because!
they said it was the wording of J
the proposal which was mpad
t and voted on at a mass mee nz‘
Tuesday night and they dou!ted,
they had authority to ame it !
without another general meet-
ing.” When the Tuesday meet-
ing broke up, another was:
.gheduled for next Wednesday
When the “first come, first
served” proposal was announced
Tuesday, at a meeting which
preceded the mass meeting,
members of a committee which
was to take it to City and bus
eompany officials told reporters
it meant they felt no Negro
should be required to stand in
a bus if there was a vacant seat.
Johnson emphasized that his
meeting with the delegation, yes-
terday was in no sense an §fort
to mediate or negotiate, buf§ only
to obtain a piece of infornfation
at the request of the busfcom-

PR U

on g O

( car pool was set up.
» .

pany.

£
| ——

BOYCOTT GAINs

e—if® boycott by Negro passen-|:

gers was gaining today as most
Negroes were walking or riding
in a shuttle service “twr~posl
formed after the meeting Tues-
day night.

This morning at a downtown
bus stop between 7 a.m. and 8
a.m., buses pulling into the stop
averaged about one Negro pas-
senger to a bus. '

Abodt 20 Negroes were sitting
on the bus stop benches, but let
the buses bypass them, and later
got into cars from the pool. -

The boycott started Monday
afternoon on jhe Florida A & M
eampus after the arrest of two
Negro coeds on a City bus Sat-
urday, and a cross burning in
front of the women's house S8un-
day night. In rapid develop-
mehts Tuesday and Tuéday
night, the boycott spread |linto
thq local Negro community jand

et oo,
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Very Calm
No Disorder: |

. TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT
ne SI TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
| 5 MAY 29, 1958

' S On' ] PAGE 1

Re: RACIAL SITUATION
TALLAHASSEE, FLA.

Evidence Mofile 100-1361

By DON MEIKLEJOHN
Democrat Staff Writer

Negro passengers were shying Al‘l mzup" ' ‘T"" AAMT S ’“;‘)
away from riding buses, but the she ) Al -
general situation was on an sege - -
even keel with no demonstra- ¥ RE;N IQ L ~ ‘ {
tions or outward shows of feel- thithn SR

?.(;.: a boycott of city buses DAIE 9’»-»'7’/&“ R‘ 4y 'Lié,//.(..

¥ost of the students -

A & M University, jwherg

the boycott activity was |gener-
aped yesterday, were ex~

aminations, and noth; out of
the ordinary was reported od
the eampus.
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A bdus passing through

this morning picked

one passenger in front of
egro Demonstiration Scho#l,

ut was otherwise empty. As the

bus passed through the campus,
no one seemed to pay any at-
tention to it.
The only evidence of a boy-
cott, with the exception of the
mpty bus, was a sign just off
ampus which read,
alk. Fight Segregation.”
SED MEETING

The Tallahassee Mini
Alliance, & group of Negro
tors, was meeting in a closed
session at noon today at the
Bethel AME Church. It was a
regular meeting of the organi-
zation, but members said the
bus situation probably would be
discussed.

About 75 Negro leaders were
attending the meeting, which
hi the regular Tuesday meeting
o] the Ministerial Alliance.
afdition to members of the A}-
I
¥

Arice, representatives of
forida A & M student govenj-
ment, and several Negro civie
groups were attending the
meeting.

There was little evidence to '

indicate the boycott had spread
to the Negro community gen-
erally, although’ Rev. C. K.
Steele, local president of the
National Association for Ad-
vancement of Colored People
and civic affairs chairman for the
ministerial alliance, said he felt
personzlly “the boycott will
spread.”

Police reported a windshield
had been broken on a bus at
Florida A & M yesterday about
noon, and someone had pushed
an umbrella through s side

|

window about the same time,
Charles L. Carter, manager of
the City Transit Co., said “I
don’'t know anything about it.”
Carter sald “as far as J'm
oncerned, the situation is rbre
1. We are running the ssine
edules with the same dijve
j(Continued on Page 2, Col.

Lnrue 1

ers. I have no other statement
to make.”

L

The two Negro taxi cab com-
panies reported no great in-

I crease in the number of pas-

?

1

sengers riding cabs. Quick Sery-
; lce Cab Co. said “it's about the
same as usual”

At Economy Cab, a “slight in-

. crease” was noticed. “Where we

¢

|

got two calls, we were getting
three today.” an attendant said.
Elbert Jones, president of the

" Civic League, Negro business

men's organization, said he
looked into the situation, but
found no reason this morning
to call his group together for
action.

‘A LOT OF COMPLAINTS'

'He added, however, that
“there seems to be a lot of com-
plaints over & period of time
that bus drivers have not treat-
ed passengers fairly.”

Police said their cars were not
wscorting buses today, and Po-
Jjce Chief Prank BStoutamire
shid a car trailing a Dus
through, the Florida A & M

ampus yestetday was “just &
coincidence.”

Broadus Hartley, president of

the Florida A & M Universitr’

student body, said “there is Dy
e{fort to stop anyone from rid.
ing the bus,” adding there
no evidence of petitions beinx
circulated on the campus.

“This is not the first incl-
dent,” he sald. “The students
have been humiliated several
times by certain bus drivers.
They just feel they don’t want
to put themselves in & position
to be humiliated further,” Hart-
ley said.

Rev. J. Metz Rollins, Negro

nister who talked with t
ttlo girls who were arres
Siturday afternoon on a Ci

! ‘Tlansit bus on & charge of
!
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Bus Boycott Scenée

placing thefhselm in & potl-
tion to incite a riot, said the
girls’ version of the incident
was as follows:
VERSION OF GIRLS

“The girls boarded the bus
and sat in the only two seats

available on the bus—a long .

seat in front with & white wom-
an. Bhe did not protest. When
the bus driver asked them to
move, they said they would
rather leave the bus, and asked

for their money back. At that

time the bus had not moved.
The driver sajd he could no:
;refund the fares and drove
{about & ha)f block to a filling
station and called the police,”
Metz said.

The two women, Wilhelmina
Jakes, 36, and Carrie F. Pat-
terson, 20, were released on
$25 bonds after their arrest.
Their case will come before
City Judge John Rudd Thurs-
day.

They moved to a Florida A
& M dormitory after a cross
bumning incident in front of
their house about 9:87 p
8unday. President George Gon?
of A & M 1is still out of
city, but was expected buil
today.
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,BIGN OF BOYCOTT ~— This

{Democrat Photo). was “norml May. (Democut Photo). f
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Racial Group P

meeting of white and N

Urged ToHead = 'j;:i'ﬁ:{f”-éz -
Off Trouble

'
, sald “now is the appropriate
|

A Tallgh N educator‘ “A

.

to sit down around the
to discuss these things
to man.

1o

EEE

I said today “there’'s a cake of ice
; between the Negro leaders and
the white leaders” here and serve
urged formation of an inter- unmn:m:o;:“lfd“ W:‘ v
n:m eomn;letue to try to head this kind”
off trouble between the races. m . "
'  The appeal came from Dr. Porg;ku‘: i & new ides,” Dr.
Olbert Porter. Executive se “Theyve had i tn Greens
statewide organization + N. C., for 35 years ang;
** / result. racial relations see
| egro school teachers, and £ beucood there as
' serog‘rlxxclpnotuncolnmsh in the South.” e

stopped before they started
e had an inter-racial com-
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t of these things could ‘

st i
LIGHT BUS LOAD—A bus passing through ﬁeMﬁA&ﬂmvutﬁhnomlntMuﬂy

appears near a bus stop ene passenger after s boyecott by Negro university mtudents was announced yesterday. Clnﬂes
off the University Campus, L. Carter, manager of the City Transit Co., said as far as he is concerned the bus opeuﬁon
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The following is the complete
text of the City Commission’s
statement on the bus boycott:

The City Commissioners have
had under study the issues
which appear to be involved in
the bus boycott, and feel that
a statement of their views
would be helpful in bringing the
matter to a conclusion. Specific
written proposals from the In-
ter-Civic Council have not yet
been received but there have
been in the press and in in-
formal discussions indications
that there are three demands
on the part of those partici-
pating in the boycott; namely
(1) Exhibition of more court-
eous treatment of passengers
by bus drivers, (2) employment
of a Negro bus driver on routes
whose passengers are predom-

tely Negroes, and (3) appli-
fon of a “first come, first
ved” policy in the seating of
engers.
ith regard to the item of

Of City’s —
Statement

courteous treatment, the Com-
missioners are advised that the
Company has and continues to
have a strict policy of requiring
drivers to practice courtesy to
all passengers and that it in-
tends to enforce such. It is, of
course, impossible to police the
drivers over every route every
day and instances of discourt-
esy may occur without the
knowledge of the bus officials,
The Commissioners expect the
Company to carry out this pol-
icy in every reasonable manner.
The second item, employment
of & Negro bus driver or driv-
ers, is a matter of bus manage-
ment and does not involve any
of the terms of the franchise.
The Compeny sadvises that it
will receive applications for
such employment, and in the
event of a vacancy will give all
such applications due er-
ation.
As to the “first come, Jfirst
(Continued on Page 8, 3)
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served” seating, there has bec:
some uncertainty as {0 its mean-
ing. The franchise, and conse-
quently the existing law, re-
quires the Company fo make
and enforce reasonable rules and
regulations providing for the
segregation of the human races
where more than one race s
transpor ted on the same bus.
The Company currently has s
rule providing for the seating of
white passengers from the front
{o fhe rear, and colored passen-
ge$ from the rear to the front

the bus is full, but mem-
bers of different races may not
occupy the same seat. This rule

v

-

2 - -
sg'-’.”

rrTrATYSE TEE T asawa

complies with the requirement
of the franchise. If the “first
come, first served” principle is
meant to alter the terms of the
franchise requiring segregation
or a change in the rule to per-
mit members of different races
to occupy the same aseat, the
Commissioners are opposed to
this proposal. However, it {3 the
understanding of the Commis-
sioners that this rule, when
properly applied, would not re-
quire any person, of either race,
who iz seated in a place in &
place in accordance with the
above arrangement, to give up
his seat to a person of the other
race and stand. In short, it 1a
understood that if a8 person of
one race takes the last vacant

seat in the bus, a Pember of
the other race may take a
seat beside such pe , but the
seated person is not to

surrender the seat. If the rule
has been applied differently by
the bus drivers. the Commission-
ers would expect the Company
to take the necessary steps to
bring about the application of
the rule as the Commissioners
now understand it. The Commis-
sioners would be in accord with
the “first come, first served’ s
principle, #f such is consistent

the existing rule.

operated for the comfort and
convenience of the public and
their discontinuance would im-
pase s hardship on many per-
sons. The Commissioners sin-
ce rely hope that the controversy
will be promptly terminated so
that such service may continue

- m o oy W nuva.p__‘,;_p,&__u-s-s" g ‘?g'_ﬁ ~g'g‘gg 8 .

with the above application of
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and that the may be
and there be gfestored the

rmonhjous and Jcooverative
rit between whitg and Negro
¢ ns which has this a

progressive, happy eommunity.
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Seating
Provision

First Served
On Last Seat

The Tallahassee City Commis-
sion 1ast night sought to end the
Negro bus boycott with a
ehise interpretation that no mefn- \
ber of either race must give jup
his seat on a crowded bus to §n- ‘,
ether race. '

R also said it expected the bus
eompany to enforce strictly rules i
requiring drivers to treat all,,
passengers courteously, and that |
the company is wiling to take !
and consider applcations from }

Negroes for vacancies in jobs as
drivers on buses serving Negroes
predominantly.
Rev. K. 8. Dupont, vice presi-
dent of the Nezro Inter<Civic
which voted the boy:
laid out its three-point
and at a mass meeting Tuesd
., said “I think the pro
is 8 tpp toward agreement.”

" ————T ~-WETITY T -
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Gn‘y Comm|55|0n"

Moves To End

Bus BUycoH~

Interprets—|

A MASS MEETING

The Council will hold another

mass meeting tonight to discuss

the boycott,

Charles L. Carter, bus compapy

manager, said he concurred
Commission’s statement.

' City Cemmission

statement with a declaration

S,

operated for the comfort and
convenience of the pablic and
their discontinnance weuld fm-*

" .-

First Come, [ e & Raniaip om mary per
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*“The Commissioners sincerely
hope that the controversy will be
promp ated so
service may continue and that
the tension may be eased and
there be restored the harmon-
jous and cooperative spirit be-
tween white and Negro citizens
which has made this a progres-
sive, happy community.”

Much of the difficulty between
the bus company and the Ne-
goes has arisen over seating
on the last vacant double or
triple seat on buses running be-

A. and M. University
pus and Prenchtown.
nly a few white passel
r board the bus. It frequen
is ecrowded with Negroes.

The City franchise long
' pequired Negroes to seat from
rvear, white people from the
front. The trouble has arisen
when all the seats have become
filled with Negroes except one
double or triple seat, which is
sccupied by a white person.

‘The franchise prohibits a
white person and s Negro oc-
cupying a seat together. The
Commission said it would op-
pose permitting members of the
two races to occupy the same
seat, but that no member pf
either race should be req d
to relinquish a seat to a megm-
ber of the other race.

The boycott started on the

(Contisued on Page 8, Col. 5)
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From Page 1

City Moves| -

Plorida A. and M. University

campus after two co-eds were
, arrested a week ago when they
+ insisted on sitting beside a white

woman or having their money
' refunded. Charges against them
were dropped.

The boycoit continued through
Saturday, with Negroes gemer-
ally staying off the buses and
getting rides from a car poel
organised by the Inter-Civie
Counell.

Attorneys for the bus coni-
pany, City and the Negro of-
ganization talked most of Pri-
day in an attempt to reduce to
writing an interpretation of
what the Negroes meant by
their demand for seating on a

‘| “first come, first served” basis.

‘The Negroes' attorney was to
give a formal statement by noon
Baturday, but bus and ecity
lawyers sald he had postponed
it until Monday.

Governor Collins, back home
yesterday after an absence of
more than a week outside Flor-
ida, indicated the State has no
p for intervening in

boycjjtt.

“It!s a local problem apd
sh be settled by local aji-
thorigies,” he sald. - v
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Bis Boycoll
Terms Awaifed

‘| traffic, and nearly all the boy-

After an all-day conference
yesterday, the attorney for the
Negro Inter-Civie Council said
he would submit his group’s pro-
posal on a six-day-old bus boy-
cott in writing by noon today.

The conference yesterday was
between attorneys representing
the City, City Transit Co., lnd
the Inter-Civic Council It was

lled as a strictly “explora- n‘

ry conference” to determine

st exactly what is meant Py

“first come, first served” t-
ing demand by the Negro grogp.

When first announced to je-
porters, the Negro group said
it meant a policy where no Ne-
gro would have to stand on & bus
if seats were available, but dis-
agreement on the meaning has
arisen in the Negro ranks.

To date there has been no
written statement submitted to
the City or the bus company ex-
/hinlnz the “first come, first

AL W YO 3t

<

served” demand.

o

The meeting yesterday was
between Charles Ausley, attor-'?

‘| ney for the bus company; Ben C. ’i

illis, representing the City. and '
heries Lindsey, represen

e Inter-Civic Council.

As the boycott moved into fhe
ixth day, there had been
v{c_»!_e_nce

¢
(4
t
\

- e .
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Reguiar classes ended yester-
daf T MPda AKM University,
a terminal for- most ‘Negro

~ cn

cott originated on the A&u
campus.

The only remaining activities
for the regular term are com-
mencement exercises at the Uni-
versity Monday.

There was & report to police
last night of a disturbance at
the Seaboard Air Line Ralilroad
Station, but it turned out to be
a false alarm. Police investi-
rated, and found it was only a
large gathering of A&M students
buging tickets and checking
bagprge for traln trips o
horpes.
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It is time for some solid, responsible

talk and action to put an end to this Tal-
lahassee bus boycott.

All principle parties—the Negroes, the
bus company and the general public
through the City Commission—have points
of view and problems which they believe
to be paramount.

The trouble 15 that they haven't sat down
and laid them out before each other. It
is increasingly apparent that some of the
parties can't agree among themselves
about which is the proper course.

The original incident which sparked the
boycott seems to have been handled satis-
factorily and no longer is a basic point.
We now should come to grips with the
other fundamental issues.

It would help if the Negroes would
send home their out-of-town advisors, and
seek agreement among themselves about
what they should do.

It would help, if in operation of their
car pools, they would recognize that they
hold a grave responsibility to see that
their attempt to provide transportation
dgesn’'t become a matter of intimidation
of members of their race who might pre-
f¢ to ride the buses. They should recog-

e, too, that they must scrupulously.

- - [ e M e i ot
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@all&hazme Bemorrat —

Friday, June 1, 1956 ,

Postponement Courts Trouble

obey the traffic hm and that the police’
department while refraining from any.
harassment has a responsibility to see
that they do.

The Negroes have grievances which, to
them, are valid and grave. They should
be heard. They believe to be true things
which the other parties say are not true.
The real truth should be pinned down.

They erred in waiting three days to put
their desires in writing so lawyers could
lay them explicitly beside the provisions

"of the bus franchise, City ordinances,

State laws and court decisions to #ee
what could be done legally.

The bus company has its problems of
routing, revenue, personnel and public re-
lations. They have a direct bearing on
this situation. They should be laid out
for the general public and the bus patrons
to see.

The City officials are confronted with
both legal and political considerations
which cannot be lightly tossed off.

All these things, though, are matters
which reasonable and frank discusgion
can bring to some sort of agreeingnt.

To postpone an effort to reach s mn
sgreement is only courting troubl¢ at
home and a bad name for Tallsh
abroad.

TAi.LAHASSEE DEMOCRAT
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

JOHN M. TAPERS

EDITOR
JUNE 1, 1956
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AQ\BT‘pUEEEEIe interest to the Bureau I

am attaching hereto an item appearing in the liobile Press,

xoblle, Alabama, under date of 6/6 Sg, captioned "Negro
lleeting is Called Here."™
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NEGRO MEETING™
15 CALLED HERE

A group of prominent Mobile
Negroes Wednesday issued a call
for a “mass meeting” to be held
rat 8 p.m., Thursday, at the Tab-
ernacle Baptist Church, St
Mader and Maple Sts., wluch
they described as part of a “hold-
the-line move to protect our
fight for a first-class citizenship
status.”

Sponsors of the meeting :Fd

move was decided upon
It of a Montgomery Cintuit
urt order outlawing the Na-
‘:nal Association for the .Ad-
,vancement of Colored People in
Alabama.

The Mobile meeting of Negroes
was called as Negro bus boy-
cotts continued in two Southern
cities in the wake of a ruling by
a three-judge federal court panel
that racial segregation on a city
bus line was unconstitutional,

MEET IN BIRMINGHAM

At Birmingham, about 500
Negroes Tuesday night formed
& new organization called the
Alabama Christian Movement

I Human Rights and dedica
viping out racial sezrentitF.
lt was announced at Mobile

thijt the Thursday night meet)

(Centinued on Page 8, Col. |
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NEGRO MEETINE™

(Conﬂn-ed From Page One)
in this city will take place un-
der the direction of the Rev.
William M. Smith, the Rev. J.
Echols Lowery, the Rev. R. W.
Collins, the Rev. W. T. Smith,
the Rev. S. M. McCree, Alex L.
Herman and Dr. R. W. Gilliard.

They said in a statement that
“what appears to be desperate
steps to emasculate the struggile

eventually effect the rights of
other minorities in our country,
if not stopped now.”

At Montgomery, & Negro
spokesman said Wednesday that
a bus boycott will_go on at Jeast
until a formal courti order is is-
sued carrying out the decision '

b . A bus boycott also is in'
p gress at Tallahassee, Fla.
ep. Adam Clayton Powell
(P-NY) zaid 12 persons, “white
and Negro from North -3nd
South,” would meet in New Ybrk
Saturday to consider whelher
the “time is ripe” for a natjpr-
wide program of “passive ‘re-
sistance” similar to the two bus
boycotts.
The Negro congressman re-
vealed plans for the meeting
while speaking &t commence-

College in Atlanta Tuesday.

TO CUT OUT DISTRICT
The city commission at Delray

to take steps to have the entire
,|Negro district excluded from the,
city limits of that resort town 47
miles north of Miami.

| The commission asked legal
_1counsel 10 draft a bill to the state
Legislature to exclude the area
.jand “to take all necessary and
-irequired steps incident to hav-
i ing the same enacted into law aJ
soon as possible.”

The Legislature, in extnordi-
nary session now to consider
only rnpporhonment meets
next in general session in April.

No violence has been reported
in the city, but racial tension has

for freedom by Negroes may;

ment exercises at Morehouse!

Beach, Fla., voted 4-1 Tuesday|

]

bapning racial segregation on the | I
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“1 i ly believe thisds-ihe
only way we can save Delray
Beach,” said Mayor Mike Yar-
gates. “To keep tourists ing
down here we are forced do
something. Tourism is our whole
livelihood.”

At Memphis, Tenn., the Na-
tional Assn. for the Advance-
ment of Colored People filed a
federal court suit askingthat bus
segregation Jaws in Tennessee
be declared unconstitutional.

At Montgomery the 2-1 deci-
sion that racial segregation on
city buses violated the federal
constitution was handed down
six months to the day after the
start of the boycott. |

But the court took po immedi-
ate action to issue an injunction
against enforcement of city and
state segregation laws. The panel
gave opposing lawyers twol
weeks to submit written sugges-
tions on how the formsl anti-
segregation order should be
mage effective.

NEGRO SEES VICTORY

‘The Rev., Martin Luther King
Jr., Negro Baptist minister and
oné of the boycott leaders, called
the ruling & “great victory for
democracy and justice.” But, he
said, the boycott will continue
at least until a formal court or-
der is issued carrying out the
decision.

District Judge Frank M. John-
son, Jr., one of the signers of theJ
majority opinion, said that when
an injunction is issued it will

.| affect only buses in Monigomery
| even though state laws were held

unconstitutional. To extiend it to
other Alabama cities would re-
quire & separate court order
based on the ruling, he said.

Both the Montigomery City
Commission and the Alabama
Public Service Commission were
named defendants in the suit
filed by four Negro women.

Members of the public serv-
fce commission said “we are
deeply shocked” and that the
decision will be appesled.

An appeal direct to the U. S’
Supreme Court might result in
the first clear-cut decision by
that court on city bus segrega-
tion. At Tallahassee, Fla.,, where
a bus boycott has been in prog-
ress since May 28, the Negro
Inter Civic Council scheduled a
mass meeting for Wednesday
night to bring everyone up to
date on the situation,

e boycott was touched off
w two students of Flo

A. & M. University for Ne,

at Pallahassee were arrested 1

refusing 10 move to the rear of

S
{

4 [
a bus. A similar arrest of a Negro
n%ﬂ‘ht off the Menigam:,
ery bus boycott, In both cities

Negroes have been walking or _

using car pools to get to work.

Other developments on the
segregation scene:

Washington — Atty. Gen.
Brownell told the National Press
Club that “the critical time has
come for action” on the adminis-
tration's civil rights program.
“Members of the Negro race,” he
sald, “need to be safeguarded
from haters and opportunists,
from those with sick minds.”

At the capitol, Rep. Roosevelt
(D-Calif) fijed a petition to take
the civil rights bill out of the
hands of the House Rule Com-
mittee and bring it up for a vote.
To be effective, such a petition
wopld require the signatures of
1218 members of the House. The
bill has been approved by '
House Judiciary Committee b
his not got past the rules co
mittee, which clears legislati
fol action. Many Southern mem-
ibtfs have opposed its progress.i
They say it would mean federal
encroachment on the rights of
states. 3

Washington — Rep. Huddlé-
ston Jr. (D-Ala), in a speech be-
fore the House, proposed a bill
that .would allow federal and
state courts to ignore any Su-
preme Court decision that “con-
flicts with the legal princple of,
adhering to prior decisions which
are based upon considerations
other than legal.”

Johnson City, Tenn. — Four
Negro students registered for
summer classes in the white East
Tetpessee State College Grid-
uati} Schoo! following a mlin:xi y

the'| Tennessee Board of Edujia-
ti that Negroes could att¢ind

ol
.
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3
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graduate school in state colle esi
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expected.,

Any sddittonal pertinent tanformation recetved
in conneetion with thfs matier will be furaished to pou
pronptly.

#*
oc ~ Director of Naval Intelligence
Departnent of the Navy
The Pentagen
’“h‘ﬂﬁo‘ ’5. D C.
ec = Direotor of Special Investigatiens ‘hr COURIER SERVICE

The Inspector Genercl
Departnent of the Air Feroe
Building Yempo X

4th end 4dams Drive, S. V.
Yashington, D. C.
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Oﬁ‘ice Memamndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-135-61) pate: 6/14/56
WW SAC, FEW YORK (100-12821L)
SUBJECT: RAGTAL SITUATION, < p

MONTGOMERY, ALA.

ReNYlet, 5/11/56, captioned as above.

The Bureau and the Mobile Office are requested to
make the following correction in paragreph 3, line 3, of relet:

The date of November 1951, as set forth in relet,
should read November, 1915.

NY coples have been corrected.
Inasrmuch as the above was apparently a typographical

trensposition of numbers, no personnel are being charged with
form errors.
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Oﬂice Memgr dndum UNITED STATES GOVEmsiMEﬁ"r an_
TO
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s The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation DATE} June 1 ?1956 ,r.s: I

WO:MiH: sbh }?fi Iﬁf’,‘“

Warren Olney III, Assistant Attorney General, 14)-2-152
Criminal Division

Racial Situation
Montgomery, Alabama
Civil Rights

/ﬂwﬂ ~ /_’f;’_éﬁ!f’ 10

Reference is made to your memorandum of May 22, 1956, with the
report of Special Agent —attached.

Please ascertain from the St. Margaret and Veterans Hospita 30
in Montgomery, Alabama, whether the treatment of Mr. T. P.fSellers
at these hospitals was necessitated because of injury. . 1f 80,

please obtain whatever facts and history which may be available
with respect to such injury.
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8AC, Mobile (4u4=439) June 15, 1956
5/ - .

Director, 1 . . 2.~ - ()~ [7 A
B Sy VR -1

\ RACIAL SITUATION
foanT uonmoxmehsmlm

'’ “CIVIL RI ’

€ rerer s O 1n cortiond mttar.

There 1s enclosed herewith a copy of the
Department s memorandum of June 13, 1956, in which it
is requested that the records of two hospitals concerning
the treatment of Mr. T. P. 8ellers be obtained.

Investigation requested by the Department
must be immediately assigned for continuous and expeditious
attention. No investigation other than the investigation
requested should be conducted.

A report in this matter is to reach the
Bureau not later than June 25, 1956.
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Oﬁice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

. TO : Director, FBI - pate: 6/12/56 i
[3/, .
e Cnbom ¢, liobile (100-1361) . ,
b a R AU. INF '?*!éf:,%é ARATS IICTE
UBJECT: R ATION -"L. R !

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA DAIE 5,} Al ;“i"

Enclosed herewith are two copies of an editor al
which appeared in the 6/10/56 edition of "Tallahassee Democrat,"
daily newspaper, Tallahassee, Florida. Instant editorial was
w:jgten by the Executive Editor of the above newspaper, MALCOLM
B. /JOHNSON.

Also enclosed are two copies of article from
the 6/7/56 issue of Tallaham$ee Democrat headed #Bus Settlement
Proposal Heard But Not AdQEdi. N
-5 ﬂd"o
(2>~ Bureau (Encl. L)B7u
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Bus Setflemen
P oposal Heard
But Not Adopted

“§"
? ?’) report from 15 Negroes rec-
mmendinz adoption of the

ﬂl Commission proposal to |

lnd the bus boycott was read
. at & mass meeting of the Negro
Inter-Civic Councll last night,
tnt no action was taken.

.. There was no motion made
. for its adoption.

‘The report from the group,
some of whom met privately
with the City Commission last
Baturday afternoon, made it
' clear they siill supported ob-
joctives of the Inter-Civic

of the executive
‘mittee of the Inter-Civic Coun-
¢fl, who read the report for
the u of 15 Negroes.

'He sajd there had been re-
ports t.hst the Inter - Civic
Council was not willing to ne-
gotiate, but “we want to make
it crystal clear our minds are
open tb negotiate, but not on
s basis that will sell our peo-
ple out.”

The report was only a brief
part of a three-hour meeting
last night of the Inter-Civic
Council attended by about 500
Negroes.

During the meeting, the Rev.
C. K. Bteele sald a federal
court ruling in the Montgomery
bus boycott as a “long, long

toward victory in te war

in which we are engagell with
s t giant.” He identifed the
" t giant” as rac pre-

ce. [}

, The federal court ruling was
(Contiuved on Page 6, Col 1) !

but differ on approach. !

1 ﬂut racial segregation on eity
LU Montgomery violates

the U.S. Constitution.
Rev. Brooks in presenting the
15-member group’s report said
there had been implications
that they were considered

' He added, “The group has as-

gured us they are with us, but
. »wsnted to present this report
for consideration.”

The
sssurances of sympathy with
the overall objectives of the
doycott, aaid: “There i3 a best
way to do everything.”

statement said:

“As an immediate solution,
we ask you to oonsider the pro-
posal as outlined in Bunday’s
paper — The Democrat — and
coming from the Board of City
Commissioners. With the ex-
ception of one point, this seems
consistent with the requests
previously made and sgreed

- upon by our people.”
Names on the report were

Cornel Speed, John Bwilley,
Albert [ICrump, George Conoly,
Gilbe

' Thol
and
Colquitt,

B. F. Holmes! Z. R.
Hercey, Joseph A. Hercey, Jo-
seph Hill and Harold Jenkins.

MORE DONATIONS

Under the City Commission
interpretation, & white person
and Negro could not occupy the
same seat, but no member of
either race would be required
to relinquish a seat to & mem-
ber of the other race.

The Inter-Civic Council has
asked for s policy by which
passengers could sit “wherever
they choose.” .

During the meeting, an an-
pouncement of a $1,000 dona-
tion from an unidentified
*“friend” was made, boosting to
$2,353.80 the total on hand to
finance a car pool and letters
were read from various parts
of the United States commend-
ng the group’s action.

In s report by Dan Bpeed,’
transportation chairman, the

| canpellation of bus servige to
the Florida A&M and ch-
toyn districts was hailed (s &
ry for the Negro .
..Bpeed said “we are running
thon mmuble runs now.”
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| *traitors and double crossers. .

report, after making

The key paragraph in the .

was found guilty
today of running a
ltop street and speeding.

City Judge John A. Rudd sen-

buses,
court

tenced Bteele to aerve 20 days in 3 "X >
Jail or pay a fine of $35. Bteele == pey
said he may appesl his case 0 —f D T
Circuit Court. Ll e
Court officials said Steele has = =
until Monday to post his $35 f{ine ‘“\I"‘m
or inform the court that he in- Ay
tends 1o appeal his case to the I‘E“:';-‘;‘ﬁ“,:
higher court. h =,
Steele, who said he had never Tt ==

been arrested before, testified

o
ﬁ

'CV
W1t

was not exceeding the speed
t and that he did not pur g;%’, o
ly disregard a stop stree o == cD
hen he was arrested last wee! —r et €33
shortly after the bus boycott be- ":_q
gan. He was transporting boy- \S—w s
eotting passengers as & car pool ~
participant.
Arresting officers Burt Pea-

eock said he stopped the B'eele
ear after it failed to stop com-
pletely at a “blind corner” at
Gadsden Stireet and Park Ave-
nue,

He a32id he was riding his mo-
torcycle about 30 or 40 feet be-
hind Steele’s car when he ob- |
served the violations’ '

Peacock testified he did not

w who Steele was when
him and did not le

)7478:
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t he was one of the t
eaders until he reached polfe
\eadqulrtm
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TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
JUNE 7, 1958

Re: RACIAL SITUATION

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
MOFILE 100-1361
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Notes - o

. Negroes And White -
e rof.’n'.i., Eoch Other * Malcolm B. Johnson

Two great misconceptions plague afferis to bring about racial

ﬁ harmony in the South.

2 Too many southern white people hold the delusion that there
fs a considerable number of Negroes who really don't want §e
change the pattern of segregation.
) ‘Too many Negroes feel 8 majorijy, er ¢lose
8 to a majority, of white southerners really want
them to make progress toward full integration.

It probably just isn’'t true that there is
more than a slight percentage of Negroes who
don't yearn, deep down, for removal of all seg-
regation barriers — whether they ever would
take advantage of the removal or not.

Nor are thers many southern whits peo-
ple (even among the newcomers) who sinesrely
are ready to sccept Negroes en anywhers neay
sven social terms.

Aunt Sally’s Story

And those white people who are anxious to help the Negroes
improve their stations in life even to the point of fully equal op-
portupity—mast likely will draw a segregation line somewhere
h fear of trouble, inborn prejudice or through simple 0«

bery of the sort that knows no race.
t the white folks hold to their belief that old A Selly *
05 doesn’'t want to drop segregation. Aunt Sally’s toff them
*. so. But Aunt Sally may not have been telling them what he felt,
2% 9 Bhe just learned long ago how to get along with white folks: Tell ,
$ them what they want to hear.

It's that way with the Negroes, too—the more seclally 4d-
vanced ones. They've been talking to white peopls in & new way,
& way Aunt Sally didn't know how t{o talk. They've besn sounde
ing around on the question of integration, and from too mspny
3§ white friends they've received sncouragement that wam't hserte
felt. They've been led to believe that gradually this old systm
¥ i3 going to end without serious trouble.

They Can’t Believe

Just as the Negro has been telling the white man what he
thinks the white man wants to hear, the white man hss been
sparing the Negro what he thinks he doesn't want t0 hear.

Neither one has been honest with the ether.

There has come a complete breakdown of dependable ecome
e Munication between the two races—if there ever was dependabdle

<+ eommunication between them.
Lo The result: s growing apirit of eonfident aggressiveness om
w27 the part ef the Negro; a sudden stiffening and decision to apply
. the brakes on the part of the white man; bewilderment, dis~
:?polmmenbo t and unwillingness to recognise sincerity on the pars
W The white man gets to thinking any Negro who speaks oud
. . Jor an epd to segregation is 8 Communist, a dupe of Comm
. or at least a racial opportunist.
And the Negro begins to feel that any white man whe ho-
y segregation is a bigot, a race-baiter who would gle
arm.
egro can’t concelve of a white man favoring segrega~
ar of the consequences of desegregation, without pare
ticularly believing in segregation.

The white man can’t believe a Negro eculd oppo-e segregation

without wanting complete integration. )
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TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
MALCOLM B. JOHNSON
EXECUTIVE EDITOR
JUNE 10, 1956

Re: RACIAL SITUATION
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
Mofile 100-1361
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It Might Help '

80 in doubt and eyniclam and misundersianding, we have
seeds of strife and growing mistrust and threat of viol X
It's time for frank talk, for the races {0 quit fooling
other.
It's time for them to sit down and seek some understand
of exactly how each other feels about the basic ¢slements of
their problem.

Until they find that understanding, until they begin talking
the same language with bold honesty, they're going te have an
awful lot of trouble agreeing on what eonstitutes discourtesy, o¢
who sits where on a bus,

They're going to have difficulty keeping themsslves from
being pulled to the two extremes: the relatively few white men
who really are governed by blind prejudice, the relatively fow
Negroes who want total integration and all its implications.

To get that sort of frank talk, from people of all ranges of
thought in both races, is ths purposs of a new Inter-Racial
Cougcil that is being organized in Tallahassee.

t won't endorse anything. It won't eondemn anything.
maylnever reach any decisions as a body. But it should
somé@ understandings of gincers beliefs and motives; and if
does, it will be a good thing.
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STAUDARD FORM MO, 84 ( ) “.‘.. ) -
Oﬂice Memomndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
™ Director, FBI patg:  6/19/56

‘\ 'FROM ¢ __ SAC, Mobile (100-1361)

SUBJECT: RACIAL CONDITIONS
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

Reference is made to prior correspondence to the
Bureau re this matter.

Transmitted herewith are two copies each of the
following newspaper items pertaining to this situation at
Tallahassee, Florida: .

1. Full page appearing in T:é;ghabsee Democrat, Tallahassee,
Florida, 6/15/56, entitl IMPORTANT PUBLIC STATEMENTS."

2. Item agpearing in lahassee Democrat, Tallahassee,
6/15/56, entitled”MBUS FIRM MAY SUSPEND JULY 13 CITY MAKES
PLEA. T

s 3. Item agpearing in Tgllahassee Democrat, Tallahassee,
Ea a'p&g(\.{ /16/56, entitle OYCOTT REMAINS UNSETTLED."™

R N Item agpearing in Panllahassee Democrat, Tallahassee,
'/ 6/17/56, entitled \WBUS SERVICE ALTERNATIVES."

“2 - Bureau (Encl. 8)
Y - Mobile (100-1361)
lo
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Citizens of Tallahassee now have clear
-1 eut alternatives facing them if they want
7”. bus service continued in the community.

The alternatives—patronize the bus line
or see it die.

A city the size and stature of Tallahas-
4 see would be handicapped in its industrial

-2 expansion program and in many other
& ¥, ways without bus service but that pos-
=~ sibility is a definite threat.

The bus company has notified the City
of i¢s intention to suspend operations on
July 1 unless “existing cu-cumstances” are
altefed.

change in the “existing circum-
stances” can come about in only one of two
ways—lifting of the bus boycott by local
Negroes or increased patronage by white
gesidents.

1t is difficult to analyze the boycott be-
eause reports of reaction of the Negroes
are conflicting. One thing, however, is
eertain—a continuation of the boycott will
hurt the Negroes more than any other
group.

A gettlement is difficult to even ap-
proack because of the confused situation
smong their professed leaders. One of
their pfficials tells us that 80 per cent
of the Negro citizens would resume bus
use if they could be assured courtesy and
decent treatment—an assurance they have

Au INFRe ST G MNED
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+ — Tallahassee Bemorrat

Sunday, June 17, 1956

Bus Service Alternatives

already been given by the bus company
and by the City of Tallahassee.

Even discounting this 90 per cent esti-
mate heavily, we cannot help but wonder
what real percentage is represented b

_other Negro leaders who take an “integra-

tion or else” stand.
Whatever the percentage, we must facé'
the fact that Negroes are not ndmg the
buses.
Assuming that they will continue to
boycott, the decision fo save the bus sys-
tem now lies with the white people. They
must support the bus company by in-
creased use of the facility.
And when you think about it, maybe
that will be good in more ways than one.
Imagine, no parking worries! The Cham- ‘TALLAHASSEE
ber of Commerce was advocating “shop D&WT
by bus” as a means of easing Tallahassee's TALLAHASS.

parking problems long before the current JOHN H. TAP&RS
controversy arose. Even present plans for.

downtown parking lots will not supply

the demand for a long time to come. JUNE 17‘ 19’6
We've heard of scores of offers to help

the bus company survive. Many people— Rel RACIAL

even low salaried office workers—are will- CONDITIONS
ing to help with outright cash donations WSEE,
if necessary. FLAe

That type of support may be organized Mofile 100-1361

but can only be a stop gap.
The real solution is to have mm.moplo
riding the bus—now and from now on. -

o
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'BOYCOTT
'REMAINS
UNSETTLED

The status of the Tallahas-
see bus boycott remained up in
the air today with no sigh of
a settlement and conflicting
statements coming from lead-
ers 0f the Negro Inter~Civic

Council.

Reyv. x.’ﬂ\n’ont. vice pres-
ident of the Council, told The
Democrat today that integra-
tion was not the main desire
of the Negroes. He claimed dis-

urtesy on the put of bus

) vers wu. his opinion, the
in issue.
{ But Dr. M. Willilams, gec-

retary of the Co necil, said gn-
tegration was the main e.
Dr. Williams said the Coun-
‘ell was preparing a statement
which would refute some of the
things published in letter by
the City Commission and bus
company Yyesterday. He de-
clined to elaborate on the state-
ment until it was completed.
Meanwhile the bus company
says it is going ahead with
plans to discontinue bus serv-
ice on July 1 unless something
happens between now and then.
A movement is still underway
by a local group to organiste a
mpaign aimed at prom
| thore people to ride the 8
i snd possibly solicit funds)but

iyaders of the move say ghey !

aten't ready to make An -
nouncement yet. . -
H s . "

i mn]nwmz! ONTAINED

PE L i\t tULshu-l
DATE vi: it

ENCLOSURE /0
L
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bus company.
oleman, bus ocom-
pany presidynt, said in a pub-
lic statement “. . the boycett
has been successful. Our rev-
enue has decreased by approx-
tely 60 per cent. This is &
vere blow to any business.”
SAPPEAL TO ALL’
The City Commission state-
t said: “We appeal to all
citizens to actively support the
service afforded by the bus
- company with the hope thet
substantial increased patron-
gge may resuit in the abllity
of Cities Transit, Inc. to con-
‘tinue their service to the com-
pmt’."

The bus boycott by Negroes
in Tallahassee began on May
38 and is now better than §0
per oent effective. Yesterday
the Negro Inter Civic Coun-
¢il issued a statement saying
the group planned to continue
the boycott. A compromise of-
fer by the City—which was
agreed to by the bus company—

Y jected by the Negroes.
Dl‘ng‘peed. an official of the

port th
" J.B. D

g

ter ¢ Council who Is in
of the car pool opera-
, declined to comment on
new developments. He said
t know anything about
cept what you're telling
ey haven't contacted us.”
last Tuesday the City

g‘s"

v'géggg

.E:IS Firm MaT
- Suspend July 1
City Makes Plea

The president of the Cities Transit Bus Company
said today his company will probably suspend operation
of all buses in Tallahassee on July 1 and the City Com-
mission made a public appeal to Tallahasseeans to sup-

’

agreed to an increase in rates
for the bus company and re- |:
duced its municipal tax by
about $4,000.

Kven before the City Com-
mission made its appeal to-
day, individuals had started a
drive ¢0 raise funds to subsidizse ,
the bus operations during the }°

Bus Aid Asked |

g.
:
&
?

boycott. Containers for dona-
tions have been placed in some
placas of business and there
have been some efforts on the

e e eacmmaee W

(Complete statements offthe
bus company and City a
in & full-page adv t i
on page 3.) . . 4
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AL INFORHTIH CONTANED
HERESS i U SLASSEIEY
WTE_343 By

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
JUNE 15, 196

Ret RACIAL CONDITIONS
TALLAMASSE®, FLORIDA
Mofile 100-3361
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SMahussee Den
Priday, June 15, ]

City Commission i Tallahassee, Florida

City of Tallahassee June 14, 1956

Tallahassee, Florida

Gentlemen: :

Since 1939 we have been engaged in operating a transit system in the City of Tallahassee p \

pursuant to the terms of a franchise granted by the City. We began our operations here
modestly, but with confidence in the potential of this community. Over the years we have
grown with the City. To keep abreast with its progress, we have improved our facilities and
expanded our service so as to provide a modern and first-class transportation system. In
" building yp the Tallahassee system there were many lean years, but when profits were made
they were reinvested in the system. The stockholders have never received a dividend, and the
principal stockholder and the President of the corporation has loaned his salary back to the
company in all but two years during t'.e operation. We have been content to plow all of the
operating profits into building a better transportation system for Tallahassee.

Like any other business, we have haZ our share of operating problems. We do feel, however,
that, on the whole, we have been able to render to this City good and courteous service. We
think our operation will compare favorably to that of any city of comparable size anywhere.
On the 26th day of May, 1956, a segment of the population of Tallahassee, for reasons:
which are beyond our control, decided to organize an economic boycott against the bus
company. It is because of the results of this boycott that we are.now addressing you.

In discussing the situation, we confine ourselves herein solely to.the economic phases.

To the extent that it was directed toward curtailment of our operating income, the boycott
has been successful. Our revenue has decreased by approximately 60 per cent. This is @
severe blow to any business. ' '

We have been willing to continue operating at a.loss for a reasonable period of time but our-

resources are such that we cannot continue indefinitely. With no -oluti?n in sig‘M, a;:f o::“f'g NI oo e
an independent company without unlimited resources, we cannot continue to "‘P"f rt g Y ATR TR
- o« p ..o . V. o vrmresran EpvarmrAnr AC "Qﬂv naoaw @V'Q'. OH'V becduse Of ou' sense o o "gu N x
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company. It is because of the results of this boycott that we are.now addressing you.

In discussing the situation, we confine ourselves herein solely to.the economic phases.
To the extent that it was directed toward curtailment of our operating income, the boycott
has been successful. Our revenue has decreased by approximately 60 per cent. This is a
severe blow to any business.

We have been willing to continue operating at a loss for a reasonable period of time but our
resources are such that we cannot continue indefinitely. With no solution in sight, and being
- an independent company without unlimited resources, we cannot continue to impair our fi-
nancial position under circumstances as they now exist. Only because of our sense of obliga-
tion to the community and to our employees have we continued to operate as long as we have.
We realize that any growing community needs a transportation system and that the lack
thereof is reflected in a reduction of real estate values in certain areas, causes serious in-
convenience to working people and constitutes a serious barrier against further expansion .
and, particularly, industrial expansion. At the same time, the situation is not of our making .
or choosing and our best efforts to solve it have been unavailing.

To those who are responsible for the boycott, we would like to say that you have seriously im-
paired our operating earnings and you have left us with no alternative except to liquidate
our holdings quickly so as to keep our losses as low as possible. If this was your objective, you
have succeeded and you may take full credit. To you, however, must also go the blame for
the long-range results on this community. The real loser, as'we see it, will be the community
and all of its citizens, including those whose ambitions the boycott was designed to further.
We are writing to explain the situation in order that the people of Tallahassee and every-
one concerned might have ample notice of our problem and intentions,

Under existing circumstances, it is our intention to suspend operation of buses in this com-
- munity as of July 1, 1956 for an indefinite period.

* " To the éity Commission, the public officials of this community and to the people of the City

of Tallahassee, we wish to express our deep appreciation for the cooperation and consider-
- ation we have received since we began operations in Tallahassee to the present date. We
wish this to be recorded regardless of the outcome of the present dilemma.

‘ Sincerely,  CITIES TRANSIT, INC.
By /s/ J. S. D. Coleman
" President

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE CITY OF TALLAHASSEE:

‘The City Commission has given careful and deliberate consideration to the

letter from Cities Transit, Inc., which precedes this statement and is not only
mrmmivant Al thA menhlam Fanfrantina tha b r-amnanv bt ge nnanimouslv

£..00,,




in accord with the efforts of the company in dealing with the problem with which
it is confronted. .

The Commission has exerted every effort within its power and within rea-
son to reach a solution of the problem with which the bus company and this
community has been confronted during the past weeks, but each attempt has been
met by insistent demands-upon the part of the committee which purported to rep-
resent a segment of the population of Tallahassee which is participating in the
boycott against the company, for full integration within the city buses. The C:ty
Commission has consistently and unanimously rejected such demands.

In an effort to procure a continuation of the bus transportation system
operating in the City of Tallahassee and which means so much to a substantial
portion of the population, the City Commission at its meeting held on June 12
.granted the bus company an increase in fares and expressed a willingness to
reduce the franchise tax paid by the bus company to the city from 3% to 12
of 1% of such receipts until normal patronage was resumed. However, the ac-
tion granting such relief is insufficient to insure continued operat:on of a trans-
portation facility which lost $3,000 in last year’s operations when it enloyed pat-
-ronage from all groups of our citizens.

, Each member of the Commission realizes the importance of urban bus trans-

portation service to the people of our city and the hardships that will result
from the discontinuance of such service. We appeal to all citizens to actively
support the service afforded by the bus company with the hope that substantial
increased patronage may result in the ab:hty of Cities Transit, Inc., to continue

" - their service to the community.

Whether or not the operation of the buses in our community is suspended,
the City Commission expresses its sincere appreciation for the whole-hearted
cooperat:on that your city government has received from the bus .company dur-
- ing the operations of Cities Transit, Inc., under its franchise.

June 15, 1956 ~ The City Commission of the
, ‘City of Tallahassee. ..
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STANDARD FORM NO. 84 Py a

Oﬁice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERI:IME-I.\IT

O Director, FBI DATB: 6/18/56
XQFROM : SAC, Mobile (100-1361)
e ————t—
SUBJECT: - RACTAL CONDITIONS
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
‘7 ((/ P

Re previous correspondence to the Bureau regarding
this matter.

As of possible interest to the Bureau, enclosed here-
with are two copies each of the following newspaper items:

1. Item agpearing in Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Florida,
6/13/56 entitled "BUS FIRM GIVEN FARE INCREASE AND LOWER TAX."

2. Item agpearing in The Capital Post, Tallahassee, Florida,
6/15/56 entitled "WITH GOOD WILL."™

3. Item agpearing in The Capital Post, Tallahassee, Florida, ’
6/15/56 entitled "BUS BOYCOTT NEGOTIATIONS HIT STALEMATE;
GROUPS DISAGREE."™

/2 - Bureau (Encl. 6)

71 - lobile (100-1361)
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’Busﬁrm Biven
ifare Increase 1
‘And Lower Tax ‘

The City Commission yester-
day granted a five-cent fare §n- 1

crease {0 the city bus line and
started action to Jlower the
amount of franchise tax paid

frqm the company’s profits.

Taking action on two petitions |
presented by Cities Transit Inc.,
the Commussion granted a maxi-
i ‘ mbm fare increase from 10
5,

, - cents to 15 cents and ordered
e ] City Attorney Jim Messer to
%7 draw up an amendment to the
£ franchise which would tempo- ’!: LA el R b b 'S

s rarily cut the company’s tax . - it |
e fromf three per cent to one-hal! -
of oje per cent. 1-

» -

: Ugder the new increase, the | N . / :
farel charged children would re- ! T Iy i
mamn the same—10 cents. Dﬁg - L= yAm—
Charles L. Carter, vice presi.

dent of the bus company| said

the added revenue was asied as

“a last resort (for the busfcom-

pany) to stay in business iy Tal-

.| lahassee "

1 Carter said the company has

1o¢n losing money for the past TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT |
Was 1o be asked even pefare Ne, TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

]
]
' ; groes began a boycott of the bus . JUNE 13, 1956

line May 28. Two bus routes
were discontinued after the boy- Re: RACIAL SITUATION

[ cott began. *
T City Clerk George White said TALLAHASSEE: FLA.
: the bus company’s 3 per cent Mofile 100-1361

. 3 franchise tax presently is p.o- |
S . viding about $5,000 a year to |
* the City.

. 'Under the temporary set up
) being worked out by Messer, the

T tax would be lowered untll the
P present “strained period” is
..'.:é ended. '
- rter also said he intends to
star] an advertising campaign
to pfomote more bus ridersf He
said"he is agreeable to haping
the tax rate hiked to the oriinal
3 per cent when his busin re-
turns to normal. L=

/
sel =" 5-0 77
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Tallahassee, Florida, Friday, June 15, 1956

Vol II, No. 13

With Good Will

he meeting of the Ku Klux Klan,
held in Jacksonville earlier in the
week, was a little different from some
of its meetings of the past.

" For one, the Klan invited news-
paper reporters and photographers to
visit the meeting. report on it, and
take pictures. They've changed the
name of the “cyclops” to “president.”
And they said, piously, that they are
“abiding by the law.”

But the Ku Klux Klan, under any
name and in any form, is still the Ku
Klux Klan, an organization built on
racial and religious hatreds which in-

ritably explode into lawlessness and

ﬁolence.

Here’s what a Florida federal grand

jyry said about the Klan:

. %, ..founded on the worst instincts
. of mankind. At its best it is intolerant
and bigoted. At its worst it is sadistic
and brutal. . . . In its own perverted
way it is as destructive of basic Amer-
ican liberties as Communism itself,
and its very existence is calculated to

under the Florida sun for the masked
face and the sheeted threat.

Since the start of the bus boycott
here in Tallahagsee, racial tensions, al-
most non-existént here prior to that
time, have increased. To deny that the
strain exists is to close your eyes to
the problem, for there is a boycott and
the tension can be felt.

The big problem in Tallahassee is
not the boycott itself. The real prob-
lem facing our citizens here is the re-
building of racial understanding, the
re-building of racial harmony, the re-
building of racial good will.

Those of our white citizens who
make their contributions to the future
welfare of our community by organ-
izing Klans or Councils or other or-
ganizations of similar violent potential
are doing themselyes and their neigh-
bors a disservice. Those of our Negro
citizens who contribute to the welfare
of our community by refusing to real-
istically recognize the temper and feel-
ings of the community and who would

ITAL POST
\SSEE, FLA.

FIT, EDITOR
5, 1956

£
: breed more Communism.” d
; The revival of the Klan, and of other full and immediate desegregation o i

x similar organizations with other names all fronts, are also doing a disservice. ALLAHASSEZ, FLA.

but potentially just as dangerous to The days and months and years ofile 100-1361

rush blindly toward the attainment o'f ACIAL CONDITION

v
.

>

Xy

democratic principles, is based on the
racial feeling which has been gener-
ated by the segregation issue.

Put Florida does not need the Klan.
Flo‘ida can handle its segregation
proplems with legal and lawful means,
with calm and quiet, with wisdom and
patience, with open discussion and an
exchange of ideas. There is no place

| TR

;':B’

I Gt L o

ahead call for the best thinking of the
best minds, for patience and under-
standing and c#imness on the part of
each of us. It i§ toward this end, that
we may solve aur problems in friend-
ship and understanding and good will,
that the people of Tallahassee "and
Leon County must work.

ENCLOSURE
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Negotiations between Tallahas-
see city officials and the Inter-
Civic Council on the 18-day old
bus boycott
off, .-

¢ 'City officials and Negro rep-
nresentat,wes met officially last

L

toward end:ng 1t, b.t reached
no agreement

A scheduled/meetmg for Wed-
nesday of this week was called
off when the Inter-Civic Council
said it had no new proposals to
make.

W PROHIBITS

The commissioners proposed a

Bus Beycott Negotiations Hit
Stalemate; Groups Disagree

%ave been broken.
.

Fnday for three hours to discuss'
the boycott and various proposals

[ N

2ity’s compromise proposal while
awaiting final U. S. Supreme
Court action in the Montgomery
hus boycott case.

If the Supreme Court holds
segregation on b.s lines to be
legal it will affect transporta-
tiocn systems in all states.
Mecanwhile, city commissioners|i
approved an increase in bus fares
from 10 o 15 cents and took ac-
tion toward lowering of the city
franchise tax, in order to help
the bus company make up part
of the financial loss 'since the
hoycott got underway Children’s
fares vnll remain at 10 cents
The Inter-Civic Council’s trans-
portation committee reports 73

la ]

U< om0

7 3

seatxﬂg arrangement on a first-
come, first-served basis but main-

me
ting together.

The Negro group held out for
integration on the buses and t.he
deadlock ensued /
Approximately 200 Negroes at a
mass meeting Wednesday night
at the Bethel AMA church re-
effirmed their determination to
continue the boycott. However,
this was below the number who
have been attending previous
meetings of the group.
FAVOR SETTLEMENT

w

jcars and 2 station wagons now
that Florida law prohibits sperating in its car pool, giving
rs of both races from sit-'Negroes rides to and from wo

COURTEOUS TREATMENT
The City Commission
(Continued on Page 8)

€ -~ e 2

[o]

el

Bus Boycott

(Continued From Page 1)

a at last week’s meetgng
thet all bus passengers are en-
ti to courteous and fair treat-

ment, one of the requests of the
Negro group. However, the city

Ingaddition, there have been
repoits from some Negro leade
of ar] increase in the number
Neg

. . e

who favor settlement o
the boycott on the basis of .

said the hiring of Negro drivers
and other personnel was a prob-
lem between the Council and the
bus company and that the city
had no right to interfere.

-
s

The stalemate between the
Civic Council and the city ap-
parently dashed any hopes for
early settlement of the dispute.

Y __»

e R/ W e e Ty

O]

However, the boycott bas con-
tinued to be quiet and without
violence.

Local officials, however, e
e ressed fears that contin e
ofithe boycott may force the '
cdmpany out of business,

riving both Negro and white
p ers of transportation.
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THE CAPITAL POST
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
JUNE 15, 1956

Re: RACIAL CONDITION
TALLAHASSEE, FLA.
lMofile 100- 1361
joc=F=8 - L ¢
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STANDARD PORM NO. 84, ( ( I\

Oﬁce Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMEN.T

O Director, FBI DATE:  6/25/56

, FROM SAC, liobile (100-1361)
SUBJECT: " RACIAL SITUATION
Y TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

y XIS

Re previous corresponaggée to the Bureau concerning
this matter.

As of possible additional interest to the Bureau, trans-
mitted herewith are two copies each of the following newspaper
items:

\
)
i
!

1. Ttem appearing in Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Fla., (.
6/18/56, entitled \UBUS OBTAINED FOR USE HERE IN BOYCOTT."

2. Item agpearing in Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Fla.,
6/20/56, entitled MNEGRO COUNCIL EXPLAINS STAND IN BUS BOYCOT

3. Full page appearing in Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Flax
6/20/56, entitled "AN APPEAL TO THE PEOPLE OF TALLAHASSES FOR |} \.a
~Q98AL JUSTICE."

bcnanuﬁg

N\ _ 'nel. _ AT )

2 henite (Bhiseh AL INEORMETYY vy
leo ‘Eid" {(3 L

ST N e
» .‘ﬁ 11 %) J\Uh:xuu—l‘l

'I & .\ DAIE 220/ By Jactef €

~ 4 —
'& u RECORDZD - 49 ‘e
RRRNY
. .‘ L{(\. - _ ,
AN &’ —1 )7/

(]

{ o

e -




s

City Attorney James Messer |

.
Ruling Awaifed - sa1d
1d today he is studging the
law f8™Swe—Whether or not such

-u
"*':’,,,,, Bus Ob!ained 3 e L

Ing & car pool to CRITY people

i

3 * back and forth to work
?&;4 F U H bus boycott started 1;13:‘:e l:l;i
e or se ere month  Negotiations toward
settlement of the boycott have
bogged down and no solution is
o | In Bo co“ In sight Negro leaders, City of-
é} - y ficials and bus company offi-
| clals all report that there is no
81gn of a settlement.

A local group is w
orking on
plans to promote wider u:e of |

- !
i< Negro leaders of the Talla-
: hassee bus boycott have ob-

. tained s bus to be used in; the buses by whit
T transporting Negroes to and to possibly iaiselb;uggin;ns and |
‘é from work but use of the bus bus company if necessaorl; tht;

was discontinued today pending keep it in operation but no der

- a legal ruling as to whether or inite_ plan h
29 pot they can opeiate the bus fort as yet been put!
g'f under existing laws.

bus company has {an-

Dan Speed, who is heading nounged .
the Negro car pool commuttee, tionson ;fﬂ: 11]1 u;‘;:::nd offera-
day confirmed that the bus enue is in sight morgjrev-
ad been obtained from Bt. i
etersburg. He said it was u d
or awhile Friday afternoon d

—

Saturday but was stopped efter FA-ET T ARy -~
“two of our people were/ ar-|, Ml "\' 13 !T ‘b !\étn
rested.” ; 1 —ev i vl
Speed said Leroy Thomas and l‘ !'f'::' ¢ T
Reverend McTier were arrested Pl e oo ol

L -. '
rE Ve 2 7 '4 ;1 (
‘| gtructing traffic’ but Capt. An.- = “‘—‘BYL“—"‘:' 7 "

Wayne Todd sa:d the police had
.!no record on McTier

k
on the bus Police records show
Thomas was arrested for “ob- ,D
+ b
Thomas failed to appear in %

o City Court this morning and & AS TALLAHASSEE DEIOCRAT
- | wmt'ra;;t r\:vads bissued lfor 213 i:l:- \nf\ \3 TALLAHASSZE, FLORIDA
et rest. He had been released with- -

A out bond Saturday. & A\ JUNE 18, 1956
w0 .| The bus was registered in the’ \

- name of St Peter's Missionary ¢\ Re: RACIAL SITUATION
o Baptist Church at Chaires when: o TALLAHASSEE, FL A.
- a license was obtained for it last | iofil 100-1 61
. week but Speed confirmed that Mofile -13

; it was brought here to usg in

i the Jecar pool. He said it is fan- Q)
ned to give free rides ory the.
bué. The car pool is beug fi- d

3

panced with contributions from
Negroes, Speed said « -

grcLOSUN




Negro C ounc:_L
Explains Stand

In Bus BoycoH

The Tallahassee Inter Civic Council in a full-page
advertisement in today's Democrat issued a statement
explaining its position in the bus boycott.

The statement was approved by the executive com-
mittee of the Council “on unanimous vote” of the Coun-

cil.

‘The Negroes denied that the ,

boycott was an organized ef-
fort to destroy the bus compa:
and said the situation nevér
would have happened “if all
bus passengeYs were t.reated as
Americans.”

The Negroes continued their
demand for equal seating rights.

The statement said the Coun-
cil pfficials had asked the City
Corgmission to put into effect
an fntegrated seating plan in

, *30] 60 or 90 days” and conduct

an eéducation campaign to show
the people “the merits, the eco-
nomic wisdom and the moral
Justification for a bus seating

plan which would grant all bus
passengers the right to sit any
place they choose on the bus,
without being humiliated.’,

The City turned the plan
down. (The City had previously
made a proposal which would
have had the effect of making
no bus passenger stand so long
as seats were available but
would have barred seating of
whites and Negroes in the
seat.)

In its statement, the Negroes
offered no hope for a
ment of the bus strike
demands for integrated uuung
were met.

The full page ad is on page 5.

poumm gugny S

TALLAHASSEE DEIOCRAT
TALLAHASSET, FLORIDA
JUNE 20, 1956

Re: RACIAL SITUATION
TALLAHASSEE, FLA.
‘ofile 100-1361
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The following original pages are of poor quality. UPA has
made every technical effort to provide the best possible
reproduction.
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An Appeal to The People of Tallahas:

P

L‘d 1es Iﬂd Gentl emen,; : ally sound bus seating plan would go into operation. During that period ar  I:ation
be conducted to show the people of Tallil;assee thle| ngcrits, the econom'hi.c whdu!\m ”0:
. fication for a bus seating plan, which would grant a us passengers ng
NEGRO CITIZENS LOYAL AMERICANS. choose on the bus, without being miated T venett ok
The Negto citizens of Tallahassee are hard working loyal Americans, vitally interested in this It was further proposed that since all groups in fhe city wou Hinart
great city. They have deep roots$ in Tallahassee. Thc;‘g hagz homes in Tallahassee. They have busi- should help prepare ’t‘hc matgrnrll :‘or the (e:gucagueona:[ gon;‘p;grc\; l_"[g."a"‘:’ ’°‘c ne %
nesses in Tallahassee. They have established themselvgs in the civic, religious, and economic life L' was pointed out that the drel A o could helo underwrite the cost of x'
of the community. They have established important contacts with representatives of the entire com- assee, and ""'°”5CF“"C an '.'l 'gious g'?”ps ;3 o make lts contribution. . The
- mumity. The Negro citizens of Tallahassee have not, and have no intentions of making any plans to paign. The l'"'" ivic Council was and is ready to ) j,
. ) holg‘ dostroy‘ thot bl;‘Sir"\eS; of the ﬁ:usbcon-vrm'uy.f f;l‘e:ther do we beliéve that any White citizens have '”""‘eggr'ég ':r':‘g‘s’:';'; was then asked whether, even with modifications, It believed
, made any plan to help destroy t usiness of the bus company. b . ! ; angwer
We believe that the public bus transportation service is anyintegul pért of the entiré commun- had *E‘e possnbuh't:eshof b""&:"'kab:ezec:;h:o:"tmh:"f::::‘ovd:,g::f :'o '.':;mm":
ity. It is a valuable asset. It $hould be encouraged to remjin, and give to All of its passengers a fast, h ':’e"}"";' ’:V 0 has wor th onnl:r:i'me have different ideas, they will give 8
efficient and expanding service. We shall do our share . We further belieye along with other justice though all of the p’e\rso?‘: on 'e:g fhat it has & good possibility of working.”
loving people of Tallahassee, that all bus passengers regardiess of race, should be treated as American :zomrahgn, once they afve agr O rcheduled Jor Wednesday, June | Ith ot 2:3€
- citizens, and should receive equality of treatment, courtesy, and full use:of all thé facilities and con- journed, a second conference !
veniences provided for ail riders on any bus or buses. PUBLIC STATEMENT OF COMMISSION
BUS PASSENGERS EXERCISING OWN FREE CHOICE ‘ In its public statement of Friday, June 15, 1956, The Commmion”:@ ,
' . . L s - effort within its power and reason to reach a solution. The public has } .
At the present time it is trug that many individual Negro men and-women, who formerly rode Sometimes the answer fo a problem is so simple, that we make it hard by ..
the buses are not doing so now. You should also know the true reasons; then you can judge if they cated answer. This is the situation here. The issue is simply one of g
have reasons for complaint. Because of past discourtesies, and the general lack of employment oppor- who ride the bublic bus, regardless of race, the right to sit wherever
tunities given so abundantly to others, these individual Negro bus passengers who give the bus com- morally just solution.

pany apptoximately 60 per cent of its income, felt that this was too high a price to pay for continued \

humiliation. For the fiscal year ending September 30, 1955, the bus company collected $176,000.00 BUS COMPANY'S REFUSAL WiILL EMBARRASS WHITE BUS P

, . from bus passengers. Of this amount Negrd bus passengers psid ever ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND ) , bus seeting
DOLLAKS ($100,000.00). Thinking for themselves as individuals, and exercising their own free _ The bus company #lso turned down the solution tohave 8 phywt-)

choice as American citizens, which they have a right to do, these men and women felt that such lack ali passengers. In effect this means that White bus P“:'h"?'p""'“m o

of consideration on the part of the bus company indicated that their patronage was no longer appreci- continue to be humiliated and embarrass:g 's"oo :mg ;:‘ justifisble pubMe revs

| y

ated, nor wanted. Immediately others were affected by the contagion of this spontaneous feeling. ing, arbitrary, inequitable, inconvenient,
effect.

. . o

DEFINITION OF A BOYCOTT BUS COMPANY CREATES OWN DILEMMA ot
Black’s Law Dictionary, 4th edition, defines 3 BOYCOTT as an organized and planned effort to The average person, be he White or Colored, is awerd Shat l

destroy the business of another. which serve their custorsers well gemrolluwln'::‘ g e
Thare hac nat heen and ts not now any planped effort on the part of Tallahassee’s loyal, hard- recheck its operational F‘!"“"d'"” it has met this test., . :

[ N e e n o L.y AN f‘ﬂN‘!‘!Nc‘ wm m



DEFINITION OF A BOYCOTT

Black’s Law Dictionary, 4th edition, defines 9 BOYCOTT as sn organized and planned effort to
dutr% the business of another.
".. . There has not been and is not now any planned effort on the part of Tallahassee’s loyal, hard-
working and justice loving citizens to destroy the business of the bus company.
Each person as an individual mide his own decision to refrain from riding the buses.
a gpontaneous reaction.
There is no law that makes a man shop or trade with anctheér man who mistreats or humiliates

This was

him.

We would like to have everyone understand clearly that the Negro citizens of Tallahassee as in-
dividuals made their choice to refrain from riding the buses.

It has aglways been our understanding that there must be some vety Important reasons why indi-
viduals refrain from shopping or trading with a given business. It might be well for the bus com-
pany to look into this situation

The people of Tallahassee can see clearly that there is no bus boycott. This is a refusal on the
part of individual Negro and 'some white citizens to ride the buses under present conditions.

THIS SITUATION WOULD NEVER HAVE HAPPENED IF ALL BUS PASSENGERS WERE
TREATED AS AMERICANS .

- On Saturday, May 26th, 1956, two tired young ladies of the Negro race boarded a crowded bus.
The only vacant seat they could find was by an elderly White lady. The bus driver demanded that
they stand, or get off the bus. They asked for their money back. He refused to make a refund. In-
stead he called the police, who arrested them, This was the overflowing cup of humiliation, which
caused individual Negro bus riders to seek other means of transportation. This incident would never

. have happened, if American citizens regardiess of race had the right to sit on any seat on the bus. Such

i incidents as this will not happen when every American citizen, regardiess of race has the right to sit on

. . Any_segt on: the public bus. This is the only morally just way to solve the problem.

“THE PROBLEM CAN’ BE SOLVED e

. This ugly problem of arbitrary bus seating has been with us for a long, long time, but it has been
kept hidden from the community st large. Now all of us can see¢ the cancerous sore. Since possibly
our elected public officials might feel unsure of their ground in solving this problem in the only morilly
ilil'ﬂ way, we, the community 4t large must let them know that we support moral right and justice for
all citizens. v

DIGEST OF- PROPOSALS TO THE CITY COMMISSION L a»

Oh June 4, 1956, the Inter Civic Council presented three requests and proposals to the City
Commission and Cities Transit, Inc., and asked that they be put into operation. The proposals and re-
quests are as follows:

1. Sincg the present bus seating arrangement is economically unsound, humiliating, arbitrary, in-
equitable, inconvenient and morally unjustifiable; all bus passengers shall have the right to it wherever
they choose on any bus or buses.

. 2. Since people of all races, by their patronage contribute to the support of the bus company,

bet)ple of all races should have an opportunity to work for the bus company 1n various capacities,

3. That all bus drivers be constantly reminded of their never ending obligations to render cour-
teous service, and equitable treatment to all passengers, regardless of race, creed or color.

At the City Commission meeting on the same day, Acting City Attorney Ben C. Willis in an-
swer to question as to whether or not the City Commission had the authority to grant the request, in
‘point number one, he stated that the City Commission had the authority, but would have to amend
the bus company franchise. The City Commission would not amend the franchise. The franchise
has been amended before. It can be amended now.

CONFERENCE WITH THE CITY COMMISSION

A AN M s tban frama Tha Vbar S o~ Ol o f T allalaa,

etrrecr,

BUS COMPANY CREATES OWN DILEMMA

The average person, be he White or Colored, is aware that as a genen|
which serve their customers well generally survive and prosper. Possibly Citiey
recheck its operational plans and see if it has met this test. '

CITY COMMISSIONERS CANCEL 2ND CONFERENCE WITH INTER Civic

The City Commission cancelled the 2nd conference with the Inter Civic ¢
scheduled for Wednesday, Junz= 13th, at 2:30 P. M, because the City Commission h
opinion on the proposals previously presented by The Inter Civic Council,

'WHAT SOME WHITE PEOPLE SAY WHO DONT RIDE THE BUS

Conversations with' numbers of White people, who don’t ride the bus, but wi!
with Negroes in various stores, and aren’t afraid to stand next to them when mak
drawals from the bank, agree that on a public bus it is right that all persons who p
be permitted to sit wherever they choose.

WHITE BUS RIDERS SPEAK OUT FOR JUSTICE

Conversations with 8 number of WHité people who do rfde the bus, .4y tha
fair on a public bus that any person who pays his fare should have the right to si

These White bus riders added that then they would not be embarrassed, beca:
know when the bus driver. might tell them that they must move, because they ar
called Colored section of the bus. With the new seating plan it would be a bus fo
of every race.

BUS FARE INCREASE MAKES PUBLIC PAY FOR BUS
GRESS WITH THE TIMES

;l‘he recent increase in bus fan:;s makes'the public po;} more m
the bus which keeps alive a bus seating plan that is economically unsou

ah

COMPANY'’S REF\

for the
and mori

WHOSE RESPONSIBILITY? BUS COMPANY OR CITY COMMISSION

Clearly now the bus situation is one for which either the city or the bus con
take no little responsibility. Should the bus company cease operations, because
not be permitted to serve all members of the public on an economically sound, and

i+ the public can check the record and determine.for itself the wisdom of the action ti

HIRING QUALIFIED NEGRO EMPLOYEES

It is true that the selection and hiring of employees is a management function.,
“management,’’ which is interested in the progress of the entire community will d
all sagments, who help provide its income also share in the employment opportunit
to ofter. \

}

w

tautd
IS CITIES TRANSIT INTERESTED IN ‘THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY? SERTEEY

.
We do not know whether Cities Transit, Inc., is interested in the prognsa“’
nity, and all segments of the population of Tallahassee. What interest does CI
in its Negro passengers who spent over ONE HUN-DRED THOUSAND DOLMR
it last year? The Negro bus riding public gave Cities Transit, Inc., approximd
business last year.

IS CITIES TRANSIT GETTING SOUND ADVICE?

. &
Whether Cities Transit,’lnc , is being advised to work for the interest of thé

!
loyment opportunities to all seqments of the population
community, and grant emp'oy ent oppe unities 1o '9 mee Yok ndicates |

S
i
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7 Justifiable bug seating arrangement, which works a hardship on all bus passengers.
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has been amended before. It can be 'an:;ndod now. )

CONFERENCE WITH THE CITY COMMISSION

On Friday, June 8, 1956, at 2:30 P. M., a committee from The Inter Civic Council of Tallahas-
see had a tacé to face conference with the City Commission, which lasted a little over three hours.
The _fyll Commission consisting of The Honorable Fred S. Winterle, J. W. Cordell, John Y .Humphress,
H. C. Summitt and W. T. Mayo was present.

The City Commission made it clear at the outset that the hiring of Negro employees was a man- .

-agement problem, which was left up to the bus company. The Commission also added that it was not
-aware that Negro bus passengers had been mistreated on the buses.
group then proceeded to a discussion of the present economically unsound and morally un-

.. The Commission asked City Attorney James Messer, Jr., sout the legality of its authority to
aménd the bus company franchise, in regard to the seating of bus passengers, Attorney Messer told
_the City Commission that it had the legal authority to amend the bus company franchise.

. Many reasons were pointed out to the City Commission, why the economically unsound and mor-
ally unjustifiable bus seating plan should be changed. Amcng them was the fact that a public bus
‘service is not a social gathering, where people meet to dine and to dance. A public bus service 1s a
low cost method of getting from one dsstination to another destination as quickly as possible

The average bus passenger 1s concerned with getting where he is going quickly. The average
bus passenger is not concerned about the color, or looks, or dress of tive passenger next to him, in
front of him or behind him. The average bus passenger isn't concerned with the problems of the
other passengers on the bus. The average bus passenger is only concerned with himself, and how
‘quickly hé can reach his destination. The average bus passenger wants all other bus passengers to

have the same right that he has, the right to sit anywhere on the bus he chooses, and not be molested ™ [

or humiliated

it was also pointed out to the Commission that when the average person desires greater privacy,
exclusiveness, ultra convenience or door-to-door service, he knows this is not available on the public
transportation service; therefore he uses his car or a cab on these occasions.

Even with the presentation of these and a number of other reasons, the Commission still would
not change the bus franchise, so that all passengers would have the right to feel like full fledged
American citizens, and sit in any seat on the bus without humiliation or embarrassment.

PROPOSALS MADE AT THE CONFERENCE BY THE INTER CIVIC COUNCIL

During the Conference with the Citg Commission on June 8th, the Inter Civic Council also sug-
gested that a future date of 30, 60, or 90 days be set, at which time this morally just and economic-

' 803 FLORAL STREET

s~

- INTER CIVIC COUNCIL BORN IN THE CHURCH

: . . . | .
nter Civic Council
| INCORPORATED L

.. . ~ Done by the Executive Committee On Unanimous Vote of The I nter-Civic Council of Tnllnl\;au, Inc.
Rev. C. K. Steele Rev. K. S. Dupont Rev. J. Metz Rollins, Jr. Dan B. Speed Elbert W. Jones

IS CITIES TRANSIT GETTING SOUND ADVICE? '

Whether Cities Transit,‘lnc., is being advised to work for the interest
community, and grant emplolment opporturities to all segments of the
However, a public statement by Cities Transit on Friday, June 15, 1956, ind
Inc., is making plans to cease operations for an indefinite period, beginning
if Cities Transit, Inc , faced the realities of the situation its contemplated action

BUS COMPANY MAKES NO COMMITMENT ON COURTEOUS

Speaking of courtesy, thebus company says that it has always recogni
watchword in any business, and it shall continue to be guided by that feeling
best help circumstances will pemit us.” What does this statement mean reg
Negro bus passengers? . “ff’

UNSOLICITED CONTRIBUTIONS SENT TO INTER CIVIC COUNCIL >

As an indication of the moral right of this cause both White and Colored
who believe in justice for all people, have sent unsolicited cash donation® ~d ch§
the Inter Civic Council of Tallahassee. We thank you one and all,

The Inter Civic Council of Tallahassee had its birth in the Church. |t sha{§
religious and moral principles The Inter Civic Council was born because the pil
it. From its vast membership the members of The Inter Civic Council have
an executive committee to carryon its business affairs, - ,

The Inter Civic Council is dedicated to the task of Helping in the build

THIS IS TALLAHASSEE'S HOUR FOR MORAL LEADERSHIP

Events of the past few days have given Tallahassee a grest new oppt

This is Tallahassee’s hour % add new laurels to her illustrious nama as I
the world focus their attention on this great capital city of Florida. XY

Let us hope and pray that whatever decision th e people of Tallahassee .
from the depths of their souls, they can say under G od, “This is a morally rght

of Tallahasg

: TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA, JUNE 20, 1956 . '

Dr. M. C. Williams Dr. James Hudson

>

Father David H. Brg

\
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Continue to follow pertinent activities |
relating to the racial situation.
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3. Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Fla., 6/26/56, captioned
/"EGRO_VIEW
L. 1?1ahassee Democrat Tallahassee, Fla., 6/27/56, captioned
1AY HAVE CLEARED THZ AIR."
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.. .—JULY 1 SUSPENSION:DEADLINE STANDS—

Glimmer Of Hope Dawns
In Negro Bus BoycoH

By DON MEIKLEJOHN .

Democrat Staff Writer ‘ ' ’ s
White and Negro leaders talked over the Tallahassee bus situation for 21;
hours yesterday in the first public inter-racial conference on the month-old
boygott and left with a slight glimmer of hope for a compromise.
me Negro leaders held firmly to demands for complete integration Pf :
bus] seating, which City officials termed an “impossible request,” but other
joined white leaders in urging compromise. The Commission left the door !
open for a compromise short of full inlegration.
-1 However, Btetson Coleman,
‘ owner of the bus company, sald
,he"unleenoch&ncemthe
situation” and declined with

thanks a Junior Chamber of
Commerce resolution asking

W, P

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

' him to postpone suspension of

all service until July 9 while a TALLAHASSE FLA.

plan is worked out to bolster JUNE 26, 1956

white patronage of the buses.

“It 15 our intention to dis- .

continue service on July 1 for Re: RACIAL SITEATIOI:

an Indefinite period with the TALLAHASSE FLA.
consent of the City Commis- Bufile 100- 135 Sub 61
sion,” Coleman. said. “It is our Mofile 100-1361

{feeling that there is an eco-
nomic demand fo» this aervice
and it is only on that basis that
i service should be furnished.” He
called the boycott “un-Amer-

o o moetng vas| AL ?Nfi’“"""ﬁ'?' SOHTANED

called by the City Commission 4 f"&"'
as § possibility of settling the I...\_.

IJ.I« bt PR ‘
boyfoit and preventing e
Citfes Transit Bus Co. fn ﬁA"‘E 3/3,/‘» HY W
n ing all operations
Salurday as it has announged
it will do. Commissioner W.
{Ceptinued on Page 2; Ool.ﬁ) -

.
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! Mayo presided. Speskers in-
cluded:

White leaders who urged »
settlement to prevent greater
{riction between the races.

Representatives of the Negro
Inter Civic Council, who saud
the Negro would “‘rather walk
in dignity than to ride in hu-
miliation.”

Several other Negroes who
urged leaders of both races to
sit down across a table and try
to reach an agreement.

Commissioner Mayo told the
group the Commission was
ready to talk out any possible
solution short of full integra-
tion on the buases.

OSITION TLINED
Theri . attorney for
the er-Civic Council, outhin-

ed the Negro position that it
still wanted integrated bus
seating. -

C. ercy, s member of a
group of Negroes who at one
time urged the Inter-Civic
Council to accept the City Com-
mission proposal on bus seat-
ing, made a six point sugges-
tion to the City Commission on
Negro problems generally, and
several on the bus boycott in

particular.

He proposed:
} Courtesy to &11 passen-
gers: ahift two drivers off

the A & M rnun (o emer-
gency and relief at no cut in
salary; call all civic groups to-
gether to keep bus company
solvent; give Negro police of-
ficers a patrol car and supple-
ment them with additional
Negro officers; install traffic
ights at Negro school orossings,
nd put in a system of inte-
rated buses on the Fiorida

& M-Frenchtown run only
or & trial baeals.

SIMILAR PROPROSAL

later e meeting, the Re
J. M%ﬁm. treasurer of the
Inler-CIvic Touncil, said & sim-
flar proposal had been made at
& private meeting between the
City Commission and the In-
ter-Civic Council, but the City
Commission, had turned it
down,

Rev. C. Ji# Steele, president of
the “Toter-Civic ~Council, said

-yt oA

*Brother Hercy's statements of-
fer some possibilities S—tatuny ’

Boycoitt

Commissioner Mayo said he
appreciated Hercy's suggestions
and assured him the Commis-
slon would be willing to give
them oonsideration if there
were any hope of a solution.

To end the meeting Commlis-
sioner Mayo asked the leaders
of the Negro group $o go back
and try to work out’proposals
to be used as the basis of an-
other meeting to arrive at a
solution.

The Junior Chamber of Com-
merce had asked the bus com-
pany to resiore service on the
suspended FPAMU - Frenchtown
line and continue operating un-
til July 9. It said it would it
would back up the company dur-
ing the boycott and work out s
plan to help # make financial
ends meet.

Bus Owner Coleman replied:

““We received the resolution by
the Junior Chamber of Com-
merce urging that the company '
continue operating at lesst
through July 9.

“We certainly appreciate the
interest and effort on the part
of the Junior Chamber. How-
ever, since we can see no change
in the situation, it is our inten-
tion to discontinue service on
July 1 for an indefinite period
with the consent of the City
Commission.

‘It is our feeling that there is
an economic demand for this
service and it is only on that
basis that service should be fur-
nished. . '

“We feel that & boyooit is a
very un-American way of achiev-
ing an objective. Failure by any
part of the population to use the
courts which is the medium pro-
vided for law abiding citizens
definitely the un-American wa
The bus compeany is a law ab
ing institution and proposes
continue abiding by the laws.”

ProNI

RE: RACIAL CONDITIONS
Tallahassee, Fia,

From the Tal'ahassee Democrat

6/26/56
oo™
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Dean M. 8. Thomas of Florida’
A. and M. University urged
everything possible be done to
keep the bus company from go'
ing out of business. He said he
was not making a plea for reto-
_gression of his race's progress
; because he believes all Negroes

envision a8 time when they can
; @idcard their “second class citi-
g m ”

., He said the situation is divided
<4nto three groups — extremists
1&. extremists against., and

retes of both races, and he
: med the moderates to find a
3 m

. John Swilley, a Negr§ who

he almost felt like w

(.

: ?.' n deep inside every Jolored
n has the hope he can

th sides, told thejgroup
%ventuany be removed from sec-

1]
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Negro View Negro Vlew

ond class citizenship.,” but he
anid he felt that boycotting a bus
was “not the proper way to reg-

ister a protest against some-

m.n .

He sald he felt the appreach
advecated in Miam! of going lo
ceurt rather thau beyocetting was
a betier way to achieve the alm.

Swilley sald he had lived in
Detroit, and had seen prejudice
in Detroit that he hasn't seen in
Tallahassee.

The Rev. C. K. chle. presi-
dent of the Inter-Civic Council,
said he wanted to point out that
“nobody has led the people olf
the buses. They cams off them-
ulve: '

said the Negro people feel
is one place they on't
ve

hn. to accept indlxmuu
rather “walk in nn!
ride in humﬂhtlon »
Asked if he felt the
. would go back to ndinc t.be
buses if a solution were reathed,
Steele said they would if it were

an equitable solution.

The Rev. J. Metz Rollins Jr.,
pastor of the Trinity Presby-
terian Church, and treasurer of
the Inter-Civic Councll, said
much had been said during the
meeting about the many things
that had been ‘given the Ne-

He sald be did mot feel the

" Negro had been given anything

that was met rightfully his, and

would mot want anything Jnere
thap his jJust rights,

., The Rev. Rollins said de-
fec s patronizing attitéde in

whigh the Negroes were being
trea like children who baAd
gotten out of line, lndhadtobe
forcéd’ back.

5
domm

)(.‘30"' )2 ‘{’t "(' ,’.")’.

éaw/foé

“#e mald.there seeméd 1o be
the ideg that if the Negroes we
back to riding the bus, the
uatidn would be the same a3
alwgvs was, !
“This city will never be
s again,” he said. “I for
one would rather see the bus
company go than go back to a
Jim Crow bus system.” .
Dean H, M. E'ferson of Flor-
ida A & M University, said he
did not like the word second
class citizen, and urged the Ne-
gro to stop “telling people yoy
feel like second class citizens.
You e'n't unless you want to.
iYou al have a right to make .'

ntribution."
i:aeumumucemm
pnass meetings, and wrged that
{bhe “thouxhiful peeple get to-
gether acress a fable and werk
‘out a selution. Let the semsible
peop'e of Tallahassee make the
decision.”
He sald there seemed to be
me disagreement among the
tutudes of the Negroes, and
uld b2 worked out first.
e suggested, a

mee z
sbould be arranged to p
the tion to a white co ,’
ich would sit do
tx.ruh out the situation wi e

Megro group. '
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Wednesdsy, June 27, 1956

It May Have Cleared The Air

No immediate splution of the bus boy-
eott problem came out of the first pub-
lic conference between City officials and
Jeaders of both the white and Negro
races Monday; but it certainly did no
bharm, and we have a feeling the situ-
ation was improved a little.

. A lot of people on both sides stood up
l.nd said frankly how they felt and, moce
important, they did it without rantor
and they did it out in the open where
everyone could know exactly how every-
one else stood.

When the meeting broke up all the
varied elements had a better understand-

g of conflicting positions and a better

ew of the realities of the situation.

Our form of government has found no

better way than the public meeting to
clear the air and promote such under-
standings. The good old American cus-
lom of standing up in meeting to say
what you think cannot be matched by
tight little secret .conferences, manipula-
tions and maneuverings when a vital
question of public concern is involved.

The door was laft ajar for some sort
of settlement short of full integration
of bus seating.

We hope such a settlement can be
reached. The boycott leaders should now
recognize that thers will be no settlement
on the basis of complete integration, and
that if they persist inJtheir demands thep
will only disintegratd a bus system in.
stead of integrating g¢ne.

]
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For Buses To

for Negroes if the City bus
Saturday as announced.

the boycott bezan.

Stetson Coleman, president of
the bus company, said today he
had sold five of the company's
buses and they will be taken
from Tallahassee tomorrow for
delivery to the purchaser. He
added, however, that such a sale
tis not unusual in the fluid op-
eration of a concern which has
rolling stock in several cities.

MEETINGS FAIL

A series of meetings- between
white and Negro groups, official
and unofficial, has failed thus
far to find a solution to the dis-
agreement which stems mainly
from the Negroes’ insistence that
all people be allowed to sit on
buses wherever they choose and
the City and bus company’'s re-
fusal to grant the demand.
City -officials say they could
not alter the bus franchise to
permit such seating even if they
wanted to, because of existing
state Ia

Rev. le told an estimated
300 peo) at the mass meeting
last nigh, “if the bus company
goes out of business, if the City
would rather have them go out

|

e raN T d

~~n1Lnth inning.”
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™

Run In City

1

Members of the Tallahassee Inter Civie Council
cheered last night when the Rev. C. K. Steele, council -
president, promised that transportation will be provided

company terminates service

Cities Transit Co., Inc., under boycott since May 28,
has announced that it will suspend &ll service indefinite-
ly July 1, because of a 60 percent revenue loss felt since

of business than givte us demo-
cratic seating on the buses, then
it will be incumbent on the Inter
Civic Council to provide trans-
portation for our people and we
will do s0.”

‘READY TO VOTE’

He urged the members to keep’
their spirit up, be friendly and
“be ready to vote in November
as that'll be an important elec-
uon.”

Questioned later, Bteele ex-
plained that he meant that a
strong Negro vote in the nation-
al election would be a forecast
of a strong vote to come in the
next local election.

Steele said today that the only
“possibility” he could see for
an immediate compromise would
be an agreement by the city and
bus company to allow all peo-
ple to sit wherever they choose
on buses, “after a 80 or 90 day
cooling off period,” but he said
that idea was once rejected by
City commissioners.

No more mass meetings of the
Civic Council are scheduled un-
til Sunday night, after bus serve
ice is scheduled to terminate,
but Steele said there is a chance
of another meeting with City
officials although he did not
know when it would held, it

until the last man is out in the -

»

agroes Gef

Ride Promise
Saturday May Be Last Day |

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT
TALLAHASSEE, FLA.
JUNE 28, 1956

Re: RACIAL SITUATION
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of Criminal Division has been complied with, The Bureau,
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Racial éD}_f-‘f-er'enCes‘,"
Discussed At Meet

Two City Commissioners met
with leaders of the Negro Inter
Civic Council yesterday in a
continuing effort to settle racial
diiferences here.

The vice president of the
Council toid reporiers after the

| meeting that local Negroes have
no desire to boycott downtown
7merchnm.s.

The stajement was made by
Rev. K. S8} DuPont after a pri-
S vate meeting with two members
of the City Commission yeste
day afternoon.

DuPont said “We do not
tend at any time to work a
hardship on our merchants.

ship with them and all we're
asking is better treatmqpt of
our drivers by the police E‘ce."
Commigioners W. T.
and Johr§ Humphress conferred
with Negro leaders of the Coun-
jcil for two hours yesterday.
; Mayo said “there were some
misunders.andings and I think
; the conference largely cleared
. them up.”
iT COULD HELP
“We didn't agree on any spe-
/ic poinis nothing, you could
ut your {inger on.” Mayo sai
sked if he thourht the con
rence would have any futur
fect on the bus boycott, May
said “it could ”
Other developments in the

ast 24 hours include:
A planned meeting of the

i
'
.
.
|
'
'
:
'
i

ter Civic Council for tonight
to discuss the situation arising
from the bus boycott;

A tentatively planned meeting
of the City Commission vith
the Inter Civic Council Thurs-
day;

A statement by DuPont that
“We have refused to take mon-
ey from the NAACP and have

; kept our affeirs strictly on a
Igcal basis wi
dividuals an@ the churches.”

Gov. LeRoy {Collins Monday

| cgiticized the NAACP for its
' pirt in the local bus

P 7 T I o s s
& P A N Ry U

VPS4

ayo

We've had a very fine relation-

donations from

of downtown merchants.

Of yesterday's conference, Du-
Pont sajd it was very co-d.al
and 1 believe we have a bstior
unders:anding of each other.’

DuPont told reporters a meet-
ing of the City Commission and

the Inter Civic council execyjixa o tle Bethel AME church.

C -

! ——

committee has been tentatively
set for Thursday. .

There was no public an-.
nouncement of yesterday's
meeting between the two Com-
missioners and the Negroes but
reporters saw the men leaving

,

ki U

ALL R0 SZ?{’{ SINED
RERESE I ULASET

BAiE MJ‘M elefol

! STEELE
\ Rev. C.

teele, preslde:t ut:! -
e
. the Inter Civic Council an
} *al NAACP chepter. did mot
tend yesterd~y's eon!erenct'd
It was Stecle who sugges a
\ gunday night & possibl2 boyco \

-
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herewith two copies each of the following newspaper items:

Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Fla., 6/29/56, captioned
"ANTI-BOYCOTT EFFORTS HADE."™

Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Fla., 7/1/56, captioned
"CAPITAL LOSES BUS SERVICE AFTER 17 YEARS."

Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Fla., 7/1/56, captioned
"SO THZ BUSES STOPPED."™

Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Fla., 7/2/56, captioned
"PHOTOS OF CLOSED MEETING DESTROYED.™

Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Fla., 7/2/56, captioned
"GOVERNCR FLAYS NAACP."™

Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Fla., 7/2/56, captioned
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i the bus company discantinye],

AmntiBoycott—
Efforts Made -

Last minute efforts were being
made today by loca] groups to
settle the month-long bus boy-
cott and stop the Cities Transit
bus company from soing out of
business but officigls frankly
were skeptical of any chance of |
success. ,’

Bus company officials gajd ;
they were stil] planning to stop
bus operations at midnight Sat-
urday {f the boycott ian't settled. |

City officials and members of '
the Negro Inter Civic Council |
were not talking but it wag |
known that one fina) effort was
being made to avoid complete
Joss of bus service in the City,

Ilthebuacommysmwto!
business Tallahassee will pe
without any form of public

rtation except taxi ge icg.

€gro leaders have promngised
eir peaple continuance ‘of} the

T pool transportation service

» «ndbad
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Tallahassee today is a city without bus
service.

: 1t is in that position because a mmont v

? used an economic boycott as a lever to
force its unyielding desires futher and
_ faster than a majority is willing to go.

:  When the boycott started a month
ago, we urged the Negro leaders to be-
: ware lest they gain an inch of satisfac-
; tion but lose a mile of progress. We
: think that's what has happened, except

-3 that they can’t have even gained much
satisfaction.

The last offer by the City Commission

seemed fair to us. We think it seemed
’» fair to an overwhelming segment of the
»* white population which forms the ma-
¥ jority of the city's residents. We believe
& many Negroes would consider it a defi-
":+ nite gain, maybe even more than they
. 1 had expected.
"7 It would have set aside for Negroes
:© every seat except one on buses serving
the principal Negro sections, and would
have given that uncomfortable triple seat
to the race which got to it first. It
would have removed any City restric-
tions against employment of Negro bus
drivers, and set up an interracial com-
mittee to work out future problems.

.Such a proposal would have stopped
$ust an inch short of integration of seat-
ing on buses which carry most of the Ne-
gro passengers—the only buses that ever
are really crowded.

But the Negro leaders wanted all or
; mothing—full integration of bus seating
apd a guarantee that Negro drivers be
; empleyed—avithin 30 days.

It did not occur to them, or they re-

Ii'..l N .f."‘ .’.I:!I"
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So The Buses Stopped_

e m———— et S iy

fused to believe, that realities of the sit-
uation do not permit the City Commis-
sion in its responsibility to the majority
of all the people to go further. They
would not accept-the fact that ‘there
would be practical difficulties for the bus
company in discharging satisfactory white
employes and replacing them with Ne-
groes.

They refused to yield to the first class

_ American system of compromise to solve

a serious controversy. We believe they
erred in that, just as they erred in choos-,
ing a boycott instead of more democratic
processes in an attempt to attain their
ends. 3
What have they gained? Nothing!

They have deprived all the people of
Tallahassee of bus service. They have
put what is being advertised throughout
the nation as an alert and modern city in
the position of having to tell prospective
new residents we have no means of mass
trapsportation.

They have caused the worst inter-
racial bitterness in many years to descend
on the city.

They have alienated the sympathy of
many white moderates who were willing
to help them make racial progress.

Someday buses will run again. We

SEZ DEMOCRAT
SEE, FLORIDA
1954
TAPERS, EDITOR

IAL SITUATION
LAHASSEE, FLA.
ile 100-1361
jle 100-135 Sub 61

hope it will be soon because Tallahassee-

ans of both races need and want bus ser-
vice.

And we hope the Negro leaders will
learn from this that pressure applied to
the centes—of-e=taut line can only break
the string or force a serious strain at

both ends. .
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venience {0 many people. It is

In an effort to reach a oom-

Ne| lines and permitting n

" . o S ‘A SEVERF. BLOW "pus | PTOMise, de City offered to
| | “The 4 e of smehd the bus company §an.
! a os service is & severe blow 10 a0y | oo perenitting % to e loy
‘ g . community and a great incon- Negho drivers on predomingntly

: Bus Service -

regrettable that firresponsible
leadership among the Negroes
have been willing to do this to
the people of this community.
A% we suspend operations, we
repeat that we have previously
said: To these leaders goes the
cyedit, and also the blame for
the results of the boycott—pre-
sent and future.”

The Cjty Commission again || firet probosal for “firat conte,
‘After BOYCOtt emphasiZed in & public atate- || first served”” on the Jast aeat
ment that every effort has been

been made to reach a solution

seating on predominantly Negro
lines exceot for a three-passen-
ge- lateral seat in front.

Onder the Comission propos-
4], this seat would be reserved
for po‘entinl white passengers |.
until sl other seats were filed |
and then the *'fi*st come first
served rule wou'd apoly.” |

On other routes, the City's |i

would .prevail under the com- '
promise offered. This would

Ir"

ON CONTAINED
Y%L

L1

le-r?'
“"s?‘ la

io-"t‘\fz. ‘7},"?1'

By Neg rqes bu: ‘.\:’!nr w%lt’ Oomme;m c;n- mean Negroes would continve to -
"1 nof not accede’ de- | git from rear, and write from ' B o
Tallahassee i;‘r;imt m"‘l‘f, ands for full integration, the fromt. . Sc-&f —
service ’otrh ‘e“ ¢ Cities Transit The city sald it had received When all but the Iast seat fras _03 g::
years as ine tions at 11:30' | reports of threats against Ne- | filled, the race first sitting dpwn o
buses °°“ed.?::r“ month-old | 8roes who ‘WIE e the bus, | wpuld establish wrioritv, ar s : Coly e
last night s I(Continued on Page 2, CoL 1) | pfbeenger gf -ihe, other fuce | = 52 =<
Negro boycott. it jd heve Yo stasd, )
Stetson Coleman, president of . e Citv's Inst offer also in-
Cities Transit, Inc., said, “the d “a I_oses ' .le ded establishment of » comn- ; f
4 boycott is over because theres | R mittee to work on interractel
% ¢ Dothing to boycott. problems “after settlement of '
v e e last buses lett the Park . + lthe voyeott.” , \
el s Av and Monroe street sta- us erVIce he Inter-Civic Council ecoun-
: at 11:30 p.m. the tered with a demand that Ne- ’
e boycott started ::a 28 &0 @rivers be emploved with- |
Florida A & M Campus ryt and added: in 30 days and the seating eon-
after the arrest May 26 of two “It is unfortunate that the |trrversy be decifed by a com-
Negro coeds for placing thempe § op "1 oodeanin which the Ne- mittee of 12 white members sit-
selves “in a position to incite groes of Tallahassee have en- i¢ing with 12 Negroes selfcted
riot,” after they sat beside Joyed in the past, leadership |py the ™nter Civic Councl.
white woman on the last V& || ths had its roots soundly plant | | The City turned this progbast |
cant seat on & bus. The chard |l oy pore for gubstantial period | own. and withdrew its $om-
esnwere drmed.. b::m‘::d b;’:; of time, has been discarded in § L omise offer. - :
cott grew fayor of & group, many of whom -
integrated bus seating and em- |lg 0 noyoomers to Tallahassee, TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT
§ peoyment of Negro drivers. and who appafently have TALLAHASSEE, FLA.
| CONFERENCES HELD fecling of responsibllity to the JULY 1 195é
dm s written statement to tl;; community, the ;:nen:’ p\:::ic ’
Commission, Coleman sa or to even members ir
aan conferences had been hed |own race.” Re: RACIAL SITUATION
since the bus company notified || «“gome day there will be a | TALLAHASSEE, FLA.
the Commission it would have liyealization on the part of those | Mofile 100-1361
to cease operations July 1. that have been misled by thetr Bufile 100-135 Sub 61
*You (The Comission) have ||so-calied leaders that they have u e
been wililng to make real con- {{been and are being exploited
cessions which were agreeable {[for the benefit of those leaders
to us, but the Negro leaders who [for their own glory, advance-
have been in Tallahassee only [ment and gain.”
- s few years and who allegedly At & meeting Priday night,
speak for the boycotters have [about 250 Negroes turned down
turned down all of your propos- |tne City Coimission’s final pro- 100t AAB CRIMINAL DIVIs
als, They have wiped out the 'prsal and viited to try to set up ’ORN =95 -/ - 7/ ng-:‘%c’
middle ground. They have left [their own tfansportation system ' ]
no room for the moderatas. 8{ the bus cbmpany stopped op- ) .
e Negfo leaders ve [erating.

taled plously about justice
they have employed oné} of
most unAmerican of ¢all

‘weapons—an ecopomic boycott,”
Coleman'sald, .~ ;' = °




New'Buycott Is ‘l;l;reafehéd Here

No

e

'Police " Intimidation’

Of Negroes, Chief Says

Il A Negro boycott leader's dec-
»4 laration that members of his
race may have to take their
sl business out of the downtpwn
¥ section unless “police intimida-
tion"” is stopped brought a quick
denial of improper treatment

&' from Police Chief Prank Stout-

amire today.

Revx. C. K. Bteele, president of
the Negro Inter Civic Council,
told several hundred Negroes at
s meeting l1ast night they might
have to arrange excursions to
“other cities” to trade if inti-
midation continues.

Chief Btoutamire said police
were cracking down on traific

olators “but it applies 0

eryone, black and white.”

A Tallahasgee Democrat re-
. { r's check of police records
4| showed this morning there were
fewer Negro arrests for traffic
violations during the two-week
period_at the height of the boy-
cott than during the corres-
ponding period of the previous
month, before the boycott start-
ed. There were 115 Negro ar-
rests in the period from June
12-27, compared with 119 {rom
May 12-27. The boycott started
May 28.

Steele accused police of mak-
ing arrests for the slightest
viplation of city traffic ordin-

ces. He ssid the police a

e snd often “brutally 80’
1d subject Negroes at poli
eadquarters to a “third de
ree” for violations that. qrdi

narily mean nothing more than
a violation ticket placed on the
windshield.

Btoutamire smid *I've never
seen any third degree. I've
never aeen anyone mistreated
a3 long as I've been chief. I
Just wouldn't stand for it. We're
not picking on anybody,

Just trying to do a job.”

At last night's meeting, the
Rev. B8teele sid
that our City police have de-
cided to run us out of town—
that is, off Monroe and Adams
streets.”

“It seems they don’t recog-
nize that we are in town not
to break laws, but to pay bills
and give business and patron-
age to stores that are friendly
to us there” -

i rnmn-m‘.,
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“i{t appears-

As a possible cmmtemegnm.
Steele sald, “if they continue
their police intimidation it will
finslly become necessary for us
to stay out of town gnd msake
other arrangements. We may
even have to form excursions
to other cities to spend what
little money we have to spend™

A “private meeting” of the
City Commission was held to-
day to discuss the bus situation
a3 Tallahassee went into its
second day without transit
service.

Mayo said that after 88~
ing the situation the Co !
sion agreed to “stand pat
original statement.” @ ;

In this statement, the Comt

(Continued on Page 1, 00!.__1)
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No "Police

S——

Infimidafion’

mission offered a “first eome,
first served” policy on the last
seat. Under the policy, Ne-
groes would continue to sit
from the rear and whites from
the front.

The race first sitting in the
Jast seat would establish prior-
ity and the other race would
have to stand.

A more liberal policy on the
Frenchtown-Florida A & M
run which- was advanced last
week has been withdrawn,
Mayo said.

Under this policy, Negroes
eould sit apywhere on the bus
except the triple seat in front,
which would be reserved for
white passengers. If all the

ats except the triple seat were

illed, the race first sitting

own in the triple seat would
tablish priority and the oth-
would have to stand.

He sald the possibility of put-
ting buses back on a limited
yun basis was not discussed at
the meeting.

The Cities Transit Bus Co.
which pulled its buses out
service Saturday night after
month-long Negro boycott,
all employes on the job today
doing general cleanup and serv-
feing.

Charles L. Carter bus com-
pany manager, said, “We’ll {find !
enough for everyone to do.”

Asked {f the bus company
had any plans for going back

en & lmited serviese basis,
C said, “that all depends’
on public and the Cltyl

Commission. If they want us to,
we're here to carry out their
wishes.”

A check of white taxi cabs on
the first work day since bus
service was discontinued show-
od no big increase in the num-
ber of passengers.

Pour Hundred Cabs Inc., re-
poried “a few extra eustomers
and some ealls inquiring about
rates, but not enough to make
8 big difference.”

At Victory Cabs, business was |
reported to be “about the same
as any Monday when we're usu-

y pretiy busy.”

Steele told the meeting

egro community regre

¢ the bus company waj |
forced to suspend service huff

. he said, the company “commit-
ted suicide.” -

o '”he

L VIR
han bus drivers who -

" trons who supplied its life giv-

sisted in insulting iis negro pa- ;
!

ing stream of revenue.”

Steele said, “There is a sublle .
eonspiracy between the gwners
of the company (bus), the Com-

. Missioners and the Tallahassee [

Demoerat to accuse & few of us
as the murderers of the city's
transportation system.” .
He blamed “a Inck of interest l
in true democracy” by the city !
eommisioners for the boycott . |

-ond reaffirmed the determina-

tion of the negro poulation I
Bere never again to accept seg- |
regated sesting. ‘ '

To supplement the Inter Civie

Council's voluntary ecar pool
service, the Rev. Bteele out-
lined a jJitney bus system fo be
initiated.
. He said it would inglude run-
ning a bus donated hy the 8t.
Pete Church Choir, which will
travel the heaviest routes “but
avoiding Monroe and Adams
streets.”

Two station wagons sponsor-
od by churches also will be in
operation, with other churches
planning additidnal station wa-
gons. He said the valunteer car
pool will be gradually replaced
by full-time church sponsored

service, !

The legality of the bus ler-'
vice is still up in the air. The
Negro bus was taken out of,
service several weeks ago after
police arrested the driver for
“obstructing traffic.”

At that time, the bus was tak-
en off pending a City decision
:" the lesality ef running the

City Manager Arvsh Hop-
kins said the bus stops are be-
ing converted for parking and
will add about 35 spaces.

In the downtown sections,
Hopkins said the spaces will be
metered.

Five buses that have been
sold to a firm in Cuba left town
this m far Pensacola.
The buses were supposed to
havg Jeft Friday, but the trip
was delayed until today for
servicing

.
[
L )
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liscarriage Of Ambition” - .- -

Governor Flays NAACP

novernor Collina said today he
regarded as ‘‘a miscarriage of
ambition’ efforts of the National
Association for Advancement of
Colored People which resulted in
discontinuing bus service in Tal-
lahassee.

In response {o s question at a
news conference, the Governor
said as a citizen of Tallahassee
he “will be glad to help” any
way he can to bring about “a

7| matisfactory settlement and a
i| resumption of an attitude of mu-

tual helpfulness and friendliness’
between the races.
His statement in full:
“Effofts made here by the

2| NAACP which have resulted in

nce of bus service in
this community I regard as a
m'starriage of ambition.
- “It this organization is inter.
ested in advanc’ng the welfare
of our Neg—o citizens it shouvld
concern itself with other condi-
of far more importance
thay where people sit on buses.
. are many aress for
and asubstantial improve-
ment such sz health standards,
l(norll standards and educational

ML pisno sy onars

LhS:]

i\ t
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hE?iE!le [:. L \-J

DATE

standards in which they could
become engaged with a great
deal more benefit to the people
they represent. '

“In this community & greit
ambunt of progress has been
made in recent years in improv-
ing the welfare of our Negroes.
This progress bas been made
with the active Interest and mu-
tual helpfulness of our white and
Negro citizsens alike.

“Negroes have been encourag-
ed to vote and take an active
part in civic affairs. The City
Commision has provided funds
to assist in the building here
of one of the finest Negro hos-
pitals in the Country. The City
has also developed an outstand-
ing recreation program for our
Negzro youth including play-
grounds and a community
swimming pool just as adequate
in every respect as that pro-
vided for white citizens.

“Our negroes have been, pro-
vided with modern school d-
ings and well-trained teaghers.

“We have been {igh a
winning battle to e ate
midwifery and to eclear out

. !
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Governor Raps -
‘NAACP Here

“'me tragedy o! this bus sit-
uation is that it has gained
nothing for the Negroes and
much has been lost in the ten-
-sions and antagonisms which

—

"It.hmk’itviamﬁm'

have been developed. In effect the of the boyoott mov-
the Negroes who have been fur-,| | smen} not %0 atcept thess ad-
nishing the leadership and the Jus Nlieve -the

agitation in the bus !ntcmuon and the general ab |
have turned their titudé whish has long prevailed .
(Continued on Page 2, Col. 3) ﬂ here for the steady and prope] |
— improvément of the Negro !
From Page 1 "]] bia opportunities. - :

& “I hope that when the full
impact of what has been Gone |

here is understood & new effort
will be made to bring about a
extisiactory esttiement and a
resumption ¢f an attitude of
mutusl helpfulness and friend-

“As a citisen of

agencies and the citizens of the #®I - |
community who bhave betn eomﬂ“u:l:: :l‘h,‘?wm mll.:d
helping them most. to do 80.” ]

“Now I frankly think thet
the Negroes had some just .
grievanced about the operation T o
of e bus service but 1t 18 o
eleyr to me that the City au-

ities indicated in good faith

[ lingneas to adjust thue‘
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5 C:ty Managers Office . .......'.

Photos Of Closed
Meehng Destroyed -

News pxctures taken surreptitiously of a closed
City Commission meeting on the bus boycott situation
were destroyed in*City Manager Arvah Hopkins' office

‘g0

$his morning.

Hopkim said Stan Wayman,
Miami free lance photographer
on assignment from Life mag-
esine, surrendered his film vol-
uniarily after commissioners
protested.

Wayman said he did it be-
“ft was either that or
jail,” since Hopkins al-
y had called police to back
up jhis demands that film or
thie’ camera be turned over to
‘the city.

. Bob Delaney, Tallahassee re-

porter wha was present as part |

time correspondent for Life
magazine, said City Commis-
sioner Joe Cordell demanded
that the cxmera be given up’
when he learned the pictures
were for Life.

Up to then, Delaney said, {jand
Wayman and the officials had |{stop

v e e -

“There was just one chance
fn a hundred that I got anys
at all” in the picture,
“and the chances w 'Y

:{es:
“I was just trying to do
Job. I took pictures at the Ne-
gro meeting last night. This
morning, when I heard the City
Commission was meeting, I
tried to get pictures of them.
All T wanted was five guys sit-
unz around the table. It was
udtmpicture.butnmmy

|

“job to try to get it.”
Wayman arrived at the Com-

mission meeting after it atart-

ed and, along with reporters,

found the door closed. !
After someone in the meeb-

ing saw his camers pointing

throughy the window, H

1l left the room

the photographer

tentatively agreed to let the roll {Ithe jptreet. The argumept

of film be developed in the [ Wworked from there back M

police station darkroom and {j Hopkins' office.

to destroy only pictures of the
Commission.
‘LIKE A NICE BOY

Cordell said “we just objected |
to the way he went about it.

‘Ifhehndknockedonthedoor

and asked, we probably would
have let him take a picture of
the Commission. We have no
hard feelings. He seemed like
& nice boy.”

Wayman said his whole roll
of film—with only three or four
exposures left—was ruined by
exposure to light when he rip-
ped it out of his camera and
handed it to the city officials.
He szaid it was his whole morn-
ing's work.

On- the film were three pic-

es which he said he t
bjnd by raising the ecam

‘ All H"O!T.' BN {8 “"ET,“J}!ED
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|

alove his head and pointige |

it through a window above {he
r into the City manager's
office...

Re: RACTAL SITUATION
TALLAHASSEE, FLA.
Mofile 100-1361
Bufile 100-135 Sub 61

1CC: AAG CRIMINAL DIVISION -
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FD-3¢ (Rev. 3-13-56) M .
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- . FBI rd" '/
. Date: 6/22/56 Mr. Motk

Mr. Parsons
Transmit the following message via — AIRTEL Mr. 3:::____ ’
Mr. Tamm._____ '
/m AIR MAIL - REGISTERED Mr. Nease
(Priority or Method of Mailing) Mr. W

TO y DIRECTOR, FBI A"_ i 'm-‘ ::’Tf\i’f‘ft

FROM: SAC, NEW ORLEANS KER

RE : RACIAL SITUATION IEATE

MONTGOMERY ,
o ILFORMATION CONCERNING//C//

927
igent id‘Charg Eranch Office, 0SI, New OFleans,
L. H. COLEMAN, advised 6/22/56, he had Just received _copy of
letter addressed to M. L. KING, 309 S. Jackson St., Mont-
gomery, Ala., dated 6/3/56 signed "District #14, AFWMC."
COLEMAN stated he believed this means Air Force White Men's
Committee. Two copies of this letter are attached for the
Bureau and offices receiving this airtel. The letter
refers to the NAACP as the Negroes! Adwncement Association
for the Communist Party. It states, "We are organizing
clubs and chapters throughout the armed forces. We are going
to stand up and be counted as a 'white man.'" The letter
stated the INAACP has suggested that the Government employ
Federal troops in order that the white people must submit to
all orders coming from the NAACP. However, the letter pointed
out that "we, the White Military Men, are the Federal troops
you are speaking about." The letter indicated same is en-
dorsed by chapters from the following

o A
A Jh’ku-h;

I

Maxwell AFB, Ala. Z‘aafuw
Fort Rucker, Ala. ol
Keesler AFB, Miss. C? A7 "/“" « ““"‘(‘
Cralg AFB, Ala. G

l Tyndall AFB, Fla. a

COLEMAN stated he did not know the extent of dis- -
hf semination of this information to the var us armed forces and b/
% 3 - Bureau (100-135- 61) (Encls. 2? (RE IS‘I‘ERED - AIR MAIL)
\ 2 - Mobile (I-44- 439. 1-100-1320) (REGISTERED - AIR MAIL) (Encla. 2)
N\ 2 - Atlanta;(Encls. 2) (REGISTERED - AIR MAIL)

4 - New Orleans (2-100-15927) (1-100-13182) (1-100-15424)

ez . . 2R R
m | P 2 D";‘_@d _ A2 ~{/¢/j
ﬂy [Bi-_Beizont JgeCORDED. b

!F’ "I T ha JuL 10 1956

A d: m&. Sent smechde. Per
pprove pecial Agent in Cf’——
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DIRECTOR, FBI 6/22/56

RE: RACIAL SITUATION
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA
INFORMATION CONCERNING

ané¢ whether same has been furnished to the Atlanta and Mobile
Offices of this Bureau. He advised the letter was found by

Major L. O, AMUNDSON on 6/5/56 on the front lawn of his home,
COLEMAN pointed out
at M., L. B ontgomery who has been

leading the Montgomery bus boycott.

COLEMAN stated.that OSI is instituting inquiry
through confidential informants in air bases and conducting
other investigation to determine the source of this letter.

Copies of this airtel have been furnished the Mobile
and Atlanta Offices inasmuch as it 1s not known whether
they have already recelyed this info. No action is being taken
in this matter by New Orleans, UACB, ; .

CHILES
END
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A . COPY )
®. L. King ;
309 s. Jackson Street June 3, 1956
Montgomery, Alabama Noon
M. L. King

Do you, sincerely, preach the words from the Holy Bible?
- The answer is "NO", However, you do preach the words from the
NAACP (Negores Advancement Association for the Communist Party) book.

You mey wonder what this 1s all about., The answer 1s
slmple - We are getting tired of your NAACP (Negroes Advancement
Association for the Communist Party) thrests. Ve are organizing »
clubs and chapters throughout the Armed Forces. We ere going to
stand up and be counted as a "White Man". Our voices are gotng out
to the public. The NAACP (Negroes Advancement Assoclation for the////”
Communist Party) and its high supporters have suggested that m;-/
government employ federal troops in order that the white p?oﬁiz
must submit to aii orders coming from the NAACP (Negroes Advancement
Association for the Communist Party), (Integration). 'ﬁowever, your
wesk minds over looked one highly polished item; We, the White
Military Men, are the federal troops you are speaking about.

Sinc; when do you NAACP people think we "white Military
Men" will stoop so low and weak as to take up deadly weapons and
shoot down in cold blood our 1little children, wives, slsters and

brothers, mothers and fathers, for the sake of enforcéng your

P NAACP (Negroes Advancement for the Communist Party) orders. You




COPY CONT.

better put this little reminder in your little black book, because,

THAT DAY WILL NEVER COME. This notice 1s endorsed by Chapters
from the following:

Fort Benning Georgia

Robins Alr Force Base,Georgla

Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama /s/ District #1L
Fort Rucker, Alabama AFWMC
Keesler pAir Force Base, Mississippl

Craig Alr Force Base, Alabama

Tyndall Air Force Bese, Florlida
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Feshtngton 835, D, 0. | '
dttentions Ohief, Beourisy Divisten

From; JoAn Rdgar Neover, Directer
Federal Pureau of Investtpatien

Subjects RACIAL SITUATION
NONTGOMSRY, ALABAMA

on June 28, 1938, L. &, Coleman, She Apent

tn chargc of she Nevw Orzoau efftoe of m o.fftn ef Speotal
Investigatiens, advised Ae Aad Just recefved ¢ eepy
of a letter dated June 3, 1856, eddressed to ¥, L. King,
309 South Jacksen Strnt, Montgewery, Alsdams, signed
"ptatricts £1&, AFVIMC." colc-un stated Ae delteves Shfs
means Adir ronc Waite Men's Conmittee, The letiter refers
f0 the Natiencl Assoctstion Jor the Advanoement of Coelered
People (NAACP) as $he Negroes' Advancement Acseciadien
Jor she Communist Fardy, It states "Ve are organizing |
oluds and ehapters SAreughout she cmd Jorees, n ere |
goug to stand up end bDe eounted es a¢ 'white man,'

etter oontinued $hat dhe NAACP has sugpes ﬂci
she Government uphg Tederal $reeps ta order Shat dhe
white people must sudnit $o all erders eoening ,/"" *he
NAACP, HRowever, the letier pointed out shat *¥e,
Thite Ntltsary Wen, are the Federal treeps yeu cn
spsaking ubouf.

! prL. (The Jcttcr $ndicated ohcptcn 'bc Saén j' rhc ’
et tluénnuug Aray and Atr hrn tuhﬂcﬁont )\,‘/'

MAILED 2o

JUL 2 ~ 1958

!Fl‘fnpr’.\,v'r :

e oS Benntn Gurgu OVLDRVY :

= Rodins Air Feroce Base, “””.rc&t! ED-B

. :_:_‘d-*——-— My 3 YeIReRE 48r Force aau, Aladans f -

: Parsoss cc - Assistant Attorney General {
Rosen —— 11!1.;“5?:13%. Tomnkins (sent by Form 0-6, same date) 9&

.: Nnu—-——-( V)
| """"‘bbJUlez x,\"




Letter to Asatotant Chief of Sta Intelltgense
Departnent of ':Mflmff’ §

Fors Rucker, Aladans

Keesler Alr Ferce Dese, Nississtipps
Crailg Atr Peroe Base, Alabana
Tyndall Atr Feree Base, Flertds

Coleman stated Re d1d net know the extent of
dissenination of $htis infermactien te the warfous Armed
Ferces, He advised the leiter was feund dy Majfor
L. 0, 4mundsen en
Ais Aome,

Coleman stated that the Office of Speetal
Investigatiens ts tnstituting en taguiry to deteraine
the source of this letter,

¥. L. Xing, sccording to press reperts, is ene
of the leaders of the Noenigemery Impreovenent Asseciactien,
which erganizatien 13 spensoring the deycott of city buses
in Nontgomery, Alabdans.

The edove is deing furnished por yur.‘tvor-'
mation,
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Director, FBI (100-135 Sub 61) pate:  7/3/56

SAC, Kobile (100-1361) All “‘mn"l o CONTMINE

,f,. A/ '-- AL T 1
RACIAL SITUATION HEREH u.[uuu-
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA DAT[ ), $3 5 /t(/ ]
As of additional interest to the Bureau, there are ‘

transmitted herewith two copies of the following newspaper item
gype7rf6mg in the Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Florida,
30/56:

"CITY BUSES TO STOP RUNNING TONIGHT."™

' 2 - Bureau (Encl. 2)(100-135 Sub 61) j
1 - i‘obile (100-1361) '




Negroes
’Re|ect sl
Offer

Tallahassee’s city bus system
is preparing to stop operations
indefinitely tonight after lead-
ers of a crippling Nuro boycott
rejected a proposal. tha

t one seat for mi-

tly colored routes.
ut 250 Negroes in &

irig last night turned down the
City Commission’s final pro-.
posal and voted to try to set
up their own ansporutiop
system if the bus company
stopped operating.

Btetson Coleman, president of

“be nothing to boycott” in the
morning because his buses will
stop running tonight.
However, he said, he will keep
firm's 22 employes on the
yroll until “the people of Jale
hassee decide to take the Bity
over from Messrs. Btfele,
llins, Lindsey and Bropks
(four leaders of the boycott
movement).

e nven them mmmx on |

»

e e - — el

|’ry Buses To Stop
unning Tomght

1 AMAZ!D‘

amazed that the Negroes

hav} let those people lead
intg a position that

harn't helped them or this -
ent
0
calls from Negroes in the lass '
few days saying they'd like to

munity.”

The bus company presi
said “we’ve had more than

ride the buses, but are scared

can”y prove it, but we atrong}:
suspect there has been real- in
timidation.” r
Negro boycott ludcn have a-
sisted there has been no attempt
to intimidate members of their
race {0 observe the boycott that
started & month ago when two

for insisting on sitting besid
! agwhite woman on the last
t seat in a bus.
arges against them w
ntinued oa Page 6 Ool i)

Cities Transit, Inc., said there’ll )

to. We have no names and we

Florida A. and M. University
women students were arrested

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
JUNE 30, 1956

Re: RACIAL SITUATION
TALLAHASSEE, FLA.

Bufile 100-135 Sub 61
Mofile 100-1361

ALL frirORRS"T:7% CONTAMED
HERERE IS UiioLiasli iED
DATE 2/2/c5 By wé/&
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dismissed, but the boycott
turned into a firm demand for
complete abolishment of segre-
gated bus seating.

At the meeting last night,
Rev. C. K. Steele, president of
the city’s Negro Inter Civic
Council, told some 250 persons
that the negro community of
15,000—about one third of the
city’s population — has three
choices:

“1. Go back to the buses as
they had come off and accept
existing conditinns,

‘DO IT AGAIN’

“2. Tell them to please not

ve the buses and we will use

em in civil disobedience—sit

here you want to sit and let
them arrest you, and do it over
again,

**3. Let themm move and organ-
ize and devolop our own trans-
portation.”

The group voted to follow
No. 3.

In an effort to reach a com-
promise, the City had offered to
smend the bus company fran-
chise permitting it to employ
Negro drivers on predominantly
Negro lines and permitting open
aeating on predominantly Negro
lines except for a three-passen-.
ger seat in front reserved for
white pa‘rons.

The Inter Civic Council coun-
tered with a demand that Negro
drivers be employed within 30
days and the seating controversy
be decided by 8 committee of 12
white members sitting with 12
——p—

Negroes selected by the elvic
eouncil.

Bteele said the City turned this
down and withdrew its ecompro-
mise offer.

No detafls were announced for
the planned Negro transportation
system. The council’s executive
committee promised to submit
a specific plan to & mass meet-
ing Sunday night.

A suggestion was made from
the floor that a franchise be
sought for a profit-making jitney
system. An executive committee
member, Rev. DuPont, said six
station wagons, 12 drivers, &
secretary and {wo men {o act as
dispatchers, would provide an
adequate transit system for the
city's 15,000 Negroes.

Steele cautioned against -
feeling and bitterness if the bus
company suspends service.

“The white people have been
nice to us,” he said. “They have
been courteous, friendly and
many have been sympathetic,
The only trouble we have had
has been with bus drivers, police-
men and city officials.”

City Commissioner W. T.
Mayo, who has been the Com-
mission spokesman during the
boycott, said today:

“l feel that we have done
everything we know how to do to
aporoach the problem with ideas
that would be acceptable to the
white population of Tallahassee
as well as the colored, which eer-
tainly at this time do not include
in‘egration.”

“We were perfectly willing to
correct any shortcomings such
as acts of discouriesy on the
part of some drivers.

““We were willing to cooperate
with them in urging the bus com-

pany to fuwisir-vtiBred drivers

.

cupe i s,
on I lored- Su
within a reasonable time, and
we were willing to interpret the
‘first come first served’ rule as
advanced by them so that mo
peraon would have been required
to give up his seat to a member,
of the other race in the future.”

Asked whether the Commis-
sion had given thought to relief
for the white people who depend
on the buses, Mayo said he
thought that relief would de-
pend on whether enough white
people requested the bus .
pany {o return ‘“some sortjof
limited service” and p: to
give it adequate support. ;

Mayo said he wouldn't hiive
“the faintest idea’” whether an
application from the Inter Civic
Council for some kind of trans-
portation franchise, would be
granted or denied.

‘The bus company owner said
he had been “particularly im-
pressed with the willingness of
the City Commission “and other
white leaders to try to work
out a compromise, and with
“how far they were willing to
.o-n

However, he said, the Negro
leaders “proved they didn’t
want the boycott settled. They
were determined to keep the
boycott going. .

“They've made & national in-
cident out of this to the em-
barrassment of Tallahassee, and
they're boasting about the con-
tributions they are getting from
outside the city,” Coleman said.
‘PUT UP JOB’

“We're convinced it was a
put-up job. There had a
great many incidents prior
this, and this was just an @x-
cuse. We feel if it hadn't n
this time, it would have been
another. The City Commission-
ers advised us they had been
told it was coming.”

He said he felt it was “a
erime” that Tallahassee Ne-
groes had followed the leader-
ship of relative newcomers
“who will no doubt move along
someplace else” ahd leave more
moderate, old-time Negro resi-
dents “holding the bag.”

“When a group decides to
take the law into its own.hands
snd use an unAmerican wea-
pon like the boycott, it seems
best to us to remove the service
until the people — particularly
the Negro people « dec{de
whether they want to follow
that methodvideBelagnan said.’ ;
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Ojﬁce Memore. sdum -

".TO

Criminal Division

Racial Situation,
Montgomery, Alabama
Civil Rights

The Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation

ALL INFOR? '.’”f?% u..~ T“WED
hEi‘ti” e\

UNITED S'xm, 5 GOVZ ZJMENT

DATE: July 6, 1956.

WO sMWH: sbh
hly-2-152

O X

Warren Olney III, Assistant Attorney General

~MoFL L

Reference is made to your memorandum of June 29, 1956
with the report of Special Agent
the investigation concerning the death o

relative to .  /
oJSellers. 4. T
¥ ————

No further investigation of the matter is desired.

: "v'{ [

o 7
._4/0‘ -2:{ DATE /8> BY )clicc
< 75
S
RECORDED -2 &l T - (/ /66

}
T JUL& 1956 )

e

'.‘f"." &- ]09
o » E
AR } -

‘=

-




4.750 (2-7-79) )
. : XXXXXX

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET

/

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, eéxplain this deletion.

Z( Deleted under exemption(s) __WJ !) with no segregable

material available for release to you.

]  Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.

‘
oy

E ] Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.

fass

vomn

“{ 0 Docoment(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)

I , was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.
t o

E;’“' ——  Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies);

¥4 as the information originated with them. You will
f&“ be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

{ —— Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s):

é‘.}’ 0 For your information:

Sl

e 2/ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:

/20 -135 -6/=/87

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
§ DELETED PAGE(S) g

NO DUPLICATION FEE
XXXXXX FOR THIS PAGE
XXXXXX

XXXXXX

F81/00J

- - R P i R T e I i S




4 | TATE OF ALAPAMA

- This information was orally furnished by SAH
E c —on 7/3/56 to the following at Fort Rucker, Alabama, 1
= view O

|

Director, FEI
RACTAL SITUATION

information that the Negro mentioned is a soldier and
possibly from there:

Y 5 ' Decchoent (1)

In addition, a separate communication has been directed
to G-2 confirming this inforration in writing.
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To Assistant Chief of Staff zmuum
h) ‘ Departaent of the Army
gt oot 2s. B, G
RECORDED - 24 '

Attention:s Chief, Security Divisien
P " TG Ele 15 7
AOPrea John Edgar Hoover, Directer
Yj\ Federal Bureau.ct Investigation

S8ubject: RACIAL SITUATION
BTATE OF ALABAMA

There is being furnished herevith one
Photostat of a menoranduz from the Mobile Office of
this Bureau dated July 6, 1956, which is self-explanatory.

Any tional information received relative
to s matter be furnigshed you proaptly.
/).

2cc SAQ, Mobile (100-1342)

ATTENTION SAC, MOBILE:

You are instructed to initiate immediately an
investigation to determine identities of members of the
Ku Klux Klan group referred to in your letter dated
July 6, 1956, captioned as above, The results of this
investigation should be promptly furnished .the Bureau.

Appropriate local Army authorities shonld be
furnished any additional pertinent information received
by you relative to this matter. )

cc Assistant Attorney General (W,
William F, Tompkins (

WL LN R I AR LB Q(("f‘
CoMFAT ] ¢ ““'M?@‘J 7 j\

rm O-6, same datel/
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sp-earing in the
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Jim crow is still the South’s leading pitcher, but the
grizzled old vet is being rocked by some solid hits here and
there by the opposing team, despite the fact that segrega-
tion’s ace hurler still manages to slip over a fast one here

and there.
In the South’s race relatnons “.enous,” the latest play-

by-play is as follows: +

1. Barbara Hunt, stenog in the

s Atlanta office, went
two women and & man to
Georgia State College of Busi-

Administration and saw the
present applications which
turned down because they
not carry the.“endorsement”
two of the school's alumni.
2. Talbot County, Md., will
sdmit ten Negroes to formerly
all white schools mext fall
3. After the Rev. Joaeph Fich-
, SJ, a Roman Catholic priest,
the Commission on Human
ts of the Catholic Commit-
of the South called the white
tizens council “un-American”
“subversive,” the council
the FBI to probe both the
and his “secret organiza-
thon.”

. 47Fiv~ bills aimed at preserv-

ing white supremacy In Louisi-
ana have passed the State Legis-
lature and are now awaiting Gov-
ernor Earl K. Long's signature.

8. The NAACP in Louisiana '
has appealed a Stiate Court
ruling which outlawed s op-
erations under a 1924 law which
had been originally aimed at
the Ku Klux Kilan.

6. Negro Jeaders of Texar-
kana, Tex., are demanding that

facllities be thrown epen #o
every one on the grounds that
Negro citizens pay their taxes,
but have no facilities.

7. Racial integration went’
into effect in Louisville schools
without incident as a dosen Ne-
gro puplis began classes st the
DuPent Manual High School.

8. D e m ocratic Congressman
Carl Vinson of Georgia has pre-

~Isented a bill in Congress which

would wipe out the hig!
anti-segregation demwm

heretofore “white” recreation iPittsburgh, Pa,
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9. After some teenrage _ob-
stery—10Und out that the “Cu-
ban” GI bowling with friends in
an East Point, Ga, alley, was
actually an “American” Negro,]
100 folks gathered and military
police had to accompany the “ex-
Cuban” and six white compan-
fons back to the Atlanta airport.
b 10. Governor Thomas B. Stan-
ley plans to call the Virginia
State Legislature into special ses-
sion to deal specifically with the
issue of integration.

11. Ogden College of Bowling'
Green, Ky., plans to reopen its
doors to “white students” only,
because the will of the school's
founder provided that the col-
lege be made available for “na-
tive-born white Americans.”

12. Federal J u d g e Skelly
Wright of the U. 8. District
Court in New Orleans has post-
poned hearing two school suits
in which Negroes are seeking to
enter East Baton Rouge achools.

13. Foyr Negroes teook a
swim in the municipal pool at

Muncie, Ind., and after s large

group of whites appeared and

began jeering the Negroes, the
pool was closed.

14. The House Education Com-
mittee has voted 17-8 not to give
Federal aid to any schools which
need more facilities to carry sut
integi:ation plans. )

15. Congressman Adam Pow:

eil’s anti-segregation rider

seems assured of passage and

It might take more than a Al

buster to stop it beesuse Mr.

Powell has secured the backing

of 202 Republieans.

16. Roman Catholic elemen-
tary schools in three Maryland

counties are planning to inte-
the fall

grate their firs{ two grades In /

-
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| I Boy cott Threats
Hlt Other CltleS'

{Courler Press Service)

Dixie’s public transportation systems, caught in the

tentacles of the boycott, are in “danger” of being squeezed
into submission to integration.

Florida Negroes, inspired by Alabama brethren in Mont-
gomery, continued to apply pressure in Tallahassee, and w
eyeing prospective “victims” in Miami and St. Petersbugg.
Atlanta and Memphis were also seen as possible targets $r P1ttsburgh, Pa,
the spreading boycott movement. .

Latest developments on the * PRESS
boyco.;tl 1‘ has been set SUN-T%

1. July 1 has been as a POST-GAZETTE
degdl] by the Cities Transi
Ce ;an:y %f t’l?allabauee, Fh: > 77s Lo h COURIER L

fof settlement of the boycott —— .-
“ofoblem.” 1f the boycott has
not been settled by that date,
the company says it inte

go out of business. ____ng;_;o
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<eSeme Miami Negrg ]gceﬁgi
say they are afraid to a
boycotlt because it might not
prove as “effective” as the one
in Tallahassee.

3. Montgomery boycott lead-
ers had a mild rbubarh over
funds when the Rev., U, 4.
Flelds quit as secretary of the
Montgomery Improvement As-
sociastion echarging misappro-
priation of funds but his claims
were denied by Dr. Moses Jones
who termed the charges “deep-
ly regrettable.” The MIA an-
nounced that it plans to lron
out the dispute In private, but
will keep = united fromt on the
boycott issue.

4. In St. Petersburg, Fla,
Negro leaders have called upon
City Council to meet with them
in an effort to prevent bus boy
cott or “similar incidents.”

Rev. Enoch D. Davis of the Seo-
ond Bethel Baptist Church said,
“We are hopeful that St.

rg can assume a positionjof

dership.”

5. Tallahassee’'s City Co

ion has granted the bus .
pany permission to raise its fares
from 10 to 15 cents in an effort

ampu—y

O

e S e emiw a L wemep pee e o

m“uammnem
the boycott. _ .
6 The Rev. C. K. Steele,

wants to visit his wife. 8he .
Jeft the town because pf threat-
ening phone oalls.

1. Sidoey Rodney took a seat
tin the white section of a New
‘Orleam bus and was charged
N with refusing to obey segregation
,Jaws and disturbing the peace.
i But, when Rodney turned up jn
! court with Atty. A. P._Tureaud
.{as counsel, the segregation and

‘| charged with being Joud and
boisterous.

8. The Montgomery Impreove.
ment Association has been in-
corporated as a mon-profit er-
ganization to “Improve MNving
conditions in the community.”
.| 9. The Rev. Theodore Gijbson,

Miam: NAACP chairman, asserts,
“If they 't come across, we
will call & boycott or go to the
*Icourts or both . . . if we call a
boycott, it will be because we
feel we can get quicker relle!
| that way.

{ 10. The Transport U-Icn

Workers of America’'s Execu-
tive Council, AFL-CIO, has-
called upon the bus drivers “of

e~ vy

v we

B
)

'ollowing the effects of ¢
boycott in Montgomery, 10,
whites of that Alabama town
Jhave joined the White Citizens
kConndl.

Onmn—
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Oﬂice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

™ DIRECTOR, FBI pare: 7/13/56
W‘W 2 SAC, MOBILE (100-0)

SUBJBCT: - R!CON' FEDERAL CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION
7 ;) ~ TALLAAASSEE, FLORIDA

The following information was furnished by c
Federal Correctional
nstitution, la assee, Florida on July 5, 1956:
qadvised that on 7/3/56, he posted a
\ﬁg notice on various bulletin boards throughout the institution
S informing the prison population that an integration plan
\%%\for the various cellhouses and dormitories was being put

~into effect as of that date. He said a similar plan inte-~
grating seating in the dining halls on a weekend and holiday
basis had been in operation at FCI for almost a year,

%\wnhout incident.,

P

[~ Continulng,—stated at about
8:00 a.m. on 7/3/56, just subsequent to the posting of
above notice, a group of Negro inmates entered the dining
hall and each seated himself at a different table throughout

3

-y
hik

-0

e
YN

i
q.
|

T COTANED
o n/
13

$5-_ I the hall, adding that when the white inmates came into the
3?_ :‘;’\ hall for breakfast none sat at a table occupied by a Negro.
BCH " =
L£ :_:N\ i further advised that at the noon meal
§ 5= i} . Served that date from approximately 10:30 to 12300 noon,
bt &5 — the/'same group of Negro inmates entered the dining hall and
B=x o= —5\Wfere ever they saw a table of white inmates with a seat or

e wo left,.sthey sat down., He said that at each table this
occypred, ®ll white inmates at that table would get up and
vl‘])flea\{egﬁl'xe @ining hall, many of them leaving unfinished portions.

stated further that just following

\ the noqi me e singled out the group of Negroes responsible
for the~abo§e and discussed the matter, whereupon they all

\ 7 agreed ‘('.}\at-%he integrated seating plan in the dining hall was

\ nin elfatt Bging abused by this group®.

Pwent on to state that at 3:30 that same
date, when the institution dining hall opened for feeding,
almost the entire white population refrained from eating and /Z?

-~ ! '..'
./ - Bureau' RECORDED - 14
- liobile (100-0) 25 JUL 16 177
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DIRECTOR, FBI 7/13/56

RE: RECON; FEDERAL CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

refused to go into the dining hall. He said the group of
Negroes numbered about 12, and that alth&zigithere were
several arguments between the white and inmates,
there were no fights and no violence of any sort associated
with the above incidents.

stated the dove situation was
observed closely the following day and no repetition noted.
He stated that althoush no violation over which the FBI had
jurisdiction had occurred, he was making this information
available in the event the above situation should lead to a
more serious situation vpossibly involving violations over
which the FBI has jurisdiction. He said the above situation
on 7/3/56 received no local publicity in Tallahassee, and
that although the various arguments over seating in the
dining hall and the general dormitory integration plan
neceazigated segregating approximately 17 inmates, both white
and ¢, from the general prison population for several
days, he believed the above situation "had apparently remedied
itselfl, temporarily at least",

Inasmuch as no violation in this matter is
apparent, no further investigation is being conducted by the
Ilobile Division.
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e Assistant Attorney General
, ¥illian P. Tompkins July 23, 1956

Dirsctor, FBI R

RACIAL STTUATION
FEDERAL CORRECTIONAL m:rnnuox
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA g P

There is being furnished yon.hsrcutth
information a copy of & memorandum from the

Hdb Office of this Bureau con information

Federal
ccrrocti titution, Tallahassee, ida, en
July 5, 1956.

Any additional pertinent information received
relative to this matter will be furnisbed you promptly.
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Oﬂice Memorandum - vNiTED sTATES GOVERNMENT
S T0o Director, FBI (100-135 Sub 61) pare: 7/12/56

o+ BA% Retle BOUUEN 1) INFEOHP TN SOMTND

RS Y Y

SUBJECT: RACIAL SITiIATION HEE{!:& E.‘, R e /
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA > o7
W Al W lzelffec

) As of further interest to the Bureau re this matter,
, enclosed herewith are two coiies of an item appearing in
’ « the Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Florida, 7/97%6,
captioned "FULL INTEGRATION AGAIN DEMANDED.®

L !

2 2 Bureau (100-135 Sub 61)(Encl. 2) A
- Mobile (100-1361)

RECORDED - 6 Z JUL 16 1956
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tus situation.

Commission.
Commissioner W. T. Mayo,

who has acted as the Commis-
sion spokesman during the nego-

tions said, “If they are not
wiling to accept the situation as
it] exists in Tallahassee—some-

g we have fried our best to
explain to them and believed
they understood — and settle
for something less than full inte-
1gration, the situation is fairly
hopeless because the City Com-
mission will not change the bus
franchise to include full inte-
gration.”

“We have leaned over back-
wards and explored every possi-
bility that might alleviate some
of their complaints short of full
integration. The people of Tal-
lahassee don't want integration
and they won't have it.”

ATTEND MEETING

About 500 Negroes attended
he meeting, which was conduct-

by the Rev. K. B. Dupont,

Re: RACIAL SITUATION
TALLAMASSFE, FLA,
Bufile 100-135 Sub 61
Mofile 100-1361

From: Tallahassee "Democrat"

7/9/56
GDM

ALL [RFE™HTIN CONTAINED

FEREH. ., SSLAssiiED
ATE 55 BYdpsel Ll

G

(. Full Infé*g'rahon
| Again Demanded

By DON MEIKLEJOHN

Democrat Staif Writer ’
1 Negroes stuck to full integration demands at a meet.
ing of the Negro Inter Civic Council last night in re-
jecting key points in a new City proposal to settle the

The rejection apparently closed the door on a negoti-
aled settlement between the Negro group and the City

vice-president of the Negro Inter
Civic Council in the absence of

the Rev. C. K. Bteele, president.
Steele is expected back for the
meeting Wednsday night, and
sent & telegram which was read
to the meeting.

‘The City proposal, which Mayo
said was put forward with the
approval of three members
the five man Commission,
four points, two of which
accepted by the Negroes,

The main point—bus seating-~
was the same proposal as pre-
viously made by the Commission
—open seating on predominately
Negro lines except for a three
passenger seat in front, which
was t0 be reserved for whites
until other seats were full. When
other seats were full, the seat
would go to the first race szitting
in it and the other race would
have to stand. This was unani-
mously rejected by persons st the
meeting last night.

Other points were: “Courtesy
of bus drivers to all passengers
will be guaranteed through stip-
ulation of the franchise and by
company policy.” This was u:-
cepted.

(2) Negro bus drivers on pre-
dominantly Negro routes to
hired not later than 60
Accepted.

(3) Interracial Committee t

be selected with six white mem-
and six Negro members,




Re:

From:

RACIAL SITUATION
Tallaha ssee, Fla,
Bufile 100-135 Sub 61
Yofile 100-1361

Tallahassee "Democrat"

7/9/56
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Full l;i}egration
Again Asked

to the group by the Rev. David
H. Brooks. Brooks, who is not an
official member of the Inter
Civic Council executive commit-
tee, has been assisting in the
negotiations at the request of
the Rev. Steele.

After a pgeneral discussion
which lasted sbout three hours,
the Rev. Brooks explained his
position on the proposal. He said
he favored the ultimate objec-
tives of the group, but differed
on the procedure.

“1 don't believe a negati

ycott without legal basis

ing to get us very far. We’

t wasting time charging tlle

ty Commission with not grant-
ing us integration.” :

He added that the only out-
come of the boycott would be

e

munity.
He said two approaches could
be used by the group.

(1) Continue the protests al-
though it is without legal basis
in that there was no case to
take to eourt.

(2) Pind some “common basis”
for pressing the demands and
take it to the “highest court in
the land if necessary.”

The meeting was carried out
in a business session mood last
night, contrasting with previous
meetings in which emotionalism
played a large part.

Most of the three hour meet-

included discussions by -

ns attending the mee .

hich was concluded by sta

ents of position by members

e Inter-Civic Council! executt
committee.

increasing tensions in the com-

There were cries that it was
the same proposal already reject-
ed by the Negroes several
ince their boycott started in M

a protest against segrega
eating. The boycott since has
sulted in mpeMiyn of bus serv-
ice here.

“We've taken our stand on ip-
tegration on the buses and that is
where we stand,” said one wom-
an. “Is it necessary that we vote
it down again?”

“What we want here is freedom
of our apirits,” declared another
volce from the crowd. “This thing

is greater than a mere seat on 2
1 bus. Let's forget about the busee
,and provide our own transporta-
| ion.”

Dr. 8amue! Gandy, chaplain of
Dillard University of New Or-
'leans, told the meeting Negroes
‘there are trying to work out
scmething “to make it posxble
for us to join hands with the peo-
ple here and in Montgomery.”

Another Negro boycott protest-
ing segregated bus seating has

n in progress in Montgome:

., for several months.

Members of the

ret this morning to get &
on the action last night, but
formal action was taken, Mayo

sald.
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For the information of the Bureau, there are enclosed
herewith two copies each of the following newspaper items:
1. Yallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Fla., 7/12/56, captioned
OMMISSIONERS WASH HANDS OF BUS BOYCOTT NEGOTIATIONS."™
2. Taldghassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Florida, 7/12/56, captioned
"THE RUS RIDING CAMPAIGN.
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kg We think the movement by the Cham-
ERber of Commerce and Junior Chamber
FNof Commerce to get the buses rolling
f-Jhere with an appeal for riders is for the

% ¥best interests of Tallahassee.

*. We hope it succeeds, because Tallahas-
see needs bus service. It needs it to sup-
'ply transportation for people who have
no other economical and convenient
means. It needs it to serve our institutions
and businesses. It needs it as a factor in
Jits effort to obtain new residents and
pew commercial enterprises.

£ Leaders of the campaign to promote
£ more bus riding are acting wisely and
i properly in trying to keep the racial as-
>, pects out of the foreground.

Although the situation unquestionably

. %k 15 the result of the Negro boycott, the

g

e white civic leaders can with complete
: 5 Justification carry out their campaign on
B 7" the basis that it is good business for peo-
. ple to ride the bus because of economy,
¥ eonvenience and relief of the downtown
g y parking and traffic situation.
e 1f the bus company will participate ac-
P2 ¢ tively in the promotion, and routes and
2§ schedules can be worked out which will
.3 make the buses more available and more
€ useful to more residents, we may be able
5% to develop bus operations and riding
M= & habits which will make us in the futurz
3% ¥ look back on this period with some satis-
faction instead of with a bad taste in
¢ i our mouths.
§ We hope and believe this mass move-
4 ment by the civic leaders will not be al.
lowed to degenerate into an out-and-out
retalJatory mnvement against the Negro
movgment which provoked it. That isn't
necepsary. It could be dangerous.
And when the buses go back on the
streets, we think City officials out of re-

The Bus Riding Campaign |

_ 4 — @allahassee Bemorrat

Thursday, July 12, 1956

|

gard for fairness and publie safety must '
use every legal power to assure that the '
Negro car pool is operated in accordance
with rules which are laid down for fran-
chised public transportation.

Drivers of the pooled Negro tars are
receiving money for their work and their
vehicles. The only difference between'
what they get and the fares collected by :
cabs and buses is that it comes indirectly
while the fare is paid directly. We agree *

with the Junior Chamber of Commerce '

that this should be considered operation
of cars for hire. '

These operators should be required to
meet the same standards for equipment
safety, licensing, insurance and other op-
erations as franchised buses and taxi-
cabs.

If they aren’t, the City will be permit-

ting unfair and discriminatory competi-
TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

TALLAHASSEE,FLA.

. losi + JOHN M.TAPERS,EDITCR
It will be closing its eyes to the danger JULY 12, 1956’

tion to regulated business. It will be per-
mitting risks of accidents without ade-
quate insurance protection for the public.’
of enmity between licensed operators try-’
ing to make a living out of fares and
gealous unregulated drivers carrying their
potential customers without
charge. The steering wheel of a power-
ful vehicle on a crowded street is too
perilous a weapon to leave in the hands
~of people bearing that enmity.

We hope the campaign to ride the
buses succeeds. We hope people of both
races will support it.

There must be no intimidation or har-
rassment on either side. We have been
proud of the restraint exercised by peo-
ple of both races in this situation so far.
We should take every precautiomsgwinst
loosening that restraint.

ENCLCURL ‘ 7
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Commissioners Wash Hands
|Of Bus Boycott Negotiations

By MIKE BEAUDOIN hinted that a formal protest | met, Chamber of Oommeree;

i Demecrat City EaMer

- Tallahassee City Commission-
ers agreed today they will make
no further effort to negotiate a
scttlement of the bus boycoit
with Negro leaders “under any
eircumstances.”

i Only three of the five commis-
. sloners were present for the
meeting, but the other two—who
had been dealing directly with
the boycott leaders—previously
said y would make no further
move
Ma
lnd

Fred Winterle said he
und the majority of the

%% leaders of the boycott were Flor-

$da A. and M. University pro-

“% fdssors and their wives and he

would be made to the Btate
Board of Contral.

The Commission also agreed
to give “‘full police protection'’—
even {f it means hiring more po-
licemen—to anyone who wants to
ride the bus,

Paul Skelton, president of the
Junjor Chamber of Commerce,
met with the Commission today
and said he felt “further negotia-
tions with the present Negro
leaders is useless.”

He said it is ‘‘unfortuna‘e a
few citizens, most of whom own
their own cars, are depriving the
majority of the Negro people of
bus transportation.

Before the commissioners

Manager Thomas M. Brownlee .
reported ‘‘encouraging’’ progress .
in the campaign by white eivic .
leaders to get the buses running '
with appeals to the public to ride
the buses on revised routes and
schedules.

The Commission sald Negroes
were welcome to ride the buses
when service resumed but they
made it clear that it would have
to be under terms of the original
contract. That s, Ne:roes
would seat from the rear
front, on all buses.

Mayor Winterle said the
commissioners not present
day—W. T. Mayo and John
Humphress — had already

.| agreed to quit trying to nego-
{| tiate with the Negro leaders.

The three Commissioners |  ne egroes are mak'
present today said they would } pians tox:my station wagon. t:
not _negotiate with the Negr biges and start their own
nowjeven if they changed the tr@nsportation system. Ci
leadprship and asked for a com Mgr. Arvah Hopkins also sa

progpise. thq police would arrest anyone
mmissioner H. C. Bummitt! § violating City traffic re »

in s statement endorsed Dby { tions in picking up or dischar,
Winterle and Commissioner Joe | . (Cantinped on Page 2, Col. §)
Cordell, said: L .-

*I won't make another move
to negotiate with them (the
Negroes). It has been proven
to me that all they want is
integration and theyll never
get it as long as I'm on the City
Commission.”

NO FRANCHISE

Summitt said anyone who
wants to ride the buses whex
service is resumed will get ade-
quate police protection. He said
) he knew that many Negroes,
* who didn't want to follow the
present leadership and who
wanted to continue riding the
buses had been threatened by
other Negroes. Leaders of the
Negro Inter Civic Council have
denied this,

The Commission also made
another point clear: The Ne-
groeo-witi~rot be glv
chise to operate any kind of
transportation system.

* TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA
JULY 12, 1956

Re: RACIAL SITUATION
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Commissioners Quif

From Page 1

ing passengers.

Mayor Winterle criticised the
A. and M. faculty members for
what he called their “leadership
in the boycott.” He said “only
8 few of those professors own
property in Tallahassee and
most of them are renting state-
owned apartments.”

Winterle then asked the
other oommissioners {f he
should tell reporters present
about the commission’s plan to
go before the State Board of
Control. Other sommissioners
said “not at this time.”

Winterle refused to elaborate
iater when gquestioned but it

as obvious that the Commis-

on plans {o go before the
ard with relation to the part

. and M. professors are ale

gedly playing in the boycott.

M. G. Miles, director of stu-
dent activities at A. and M,,
was the main speaker at last
night's meeting of the Inter
Civic Council. A reported move
to get reconsideration of the
City Commission’s sompromise
bus offer was not even men-
tioned at last night's meesting.

During this morning’'s special
meeting, the three commission-
ers angrily denounced the
present leadership of the Inter
Civic Council. Summitt men-
foned the threatened boyoott

! Tallahassee merchants by
the Negross and aaid “we can
do some boycotting too, if they
start anything lke that.”

He added: “If a few of the
leaders of the Council would
» leave town it would be a Cod-
. send, We've always been able
to get along with the old lead-
ers. We wouldn't have had all
this trouble if it had not been

for the newcomers who e¢all

themselves leaders.”

“This thing has set our ra-
¢cisl relations back four or five
years,” Summitt added. Win-
terle replied “it's closer to ten
years than five.”

By refusing to negotiate fur-
ther, the Commissioners aaid
they mean any Negro riding
the bus now will have to ride
under terms of the original,
present dbus franchise. This ra-

uires seating from the rear to

front. The compromise of-
fer to let Negroes sit anywhere
they wanted on some Mnes 1
no longer pending and will not
be offered again, the Commis-

was kicked off yesterday with
an appearance of Dr. Judd
Chapman, ohe of the members
of & six-man steering commit-
tee, who appeared before the
Rotary Club.

Mimeographed forms were
passed out to members asking
their suggestions on routes,
schedules and promotion of
the campaign.

Charles L. Carter, bus com-
pany manager, said the bus
company will oooperate with
the campaign “100 per eent”
and put Tallahassee buses back
on the atreets when the pre-
liminary planning has been
completed.

Routes will be “tallored” to
the needs of persons who in-
dicate they are interssted In
riding the buses.

Brownles aaid a definite date
for the buses to go back
into service has not been set,
but indicated it would be soon
—posibly next week, depend- !
ing on how long it takes to
prooess suggestions and make
route and schedule plans.

Re: RACIAL SITUATION
_ TALZAHASSEE, FLA,
Slonaald, — Bufile 100-135 Sub 61
The Commissioners agreed
t.hzyewould :}l}waystminsmh on Mofile 100-13€1
courtesy to patrons, how-

e . " "
" Meanwhile Chamber of Com- From: Tal%%‘;%ge Democrat
merce Mgr. Tom Brownlee re-
ported today that respanse to
the “ride the bus” campaign GDM
had been “encouraging.”

The gide, the bus” campaign
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For the information of the Bureau,
contacted SA

at the ssee hesident Agency o
nis ed the following information°

\\
Alabama, where they 4 \

ave visited Montgome
boycott situation there,

ined pe ent facts regarding the

r{us

in an attempt to ascertain what persons and groups are promoting 'i ’
the bus boycotts at Montgomery and Tallahassee. He said that "

his investigation has failed tfo indicate that the bus boycotts at W
NMontgomery and Tallahasse "Communist in ed," however, he L

has ascertained that one escribed as “an T

Alabama Communist leader and Tallahassee’-—

during recent

msaid he susgected that some of the A
Negro leaders o e bus boycott at Tallahassee might gossibly hold -
membership in some subversive organizations, however, he was unable
to furnish any specific information regarding his belief in t X

regard.

(2>~ Bureau (100-20396)(Encl. thCL‘EURE
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Director, FBI 7/23/56
Re: RACIAL SITUATION

L1 ]

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

For the information of the Bureau, there are transmitted
herewith two copies each of the following newspaper items:

1. Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Florida, 7/19/56, captioned
"BUSES RESUME AUG. 2; NEGRC CAR POOL IS HIT.®w

2. Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Florida, 7/18/56, captioned
"NEGRO CAR POOL CRACKDOWN DUE."®

With reference to the first article, the Bureau will
note that in the penultimate paragraph it is stated, "At last
night's meeting of the council, attorney LINDSEY reported he had
asked the Federal Bureau of Investigation and the Chicago police
department to look into reports that efforts were being made to
embarrass him with the Florida Supreme Court because of his work
with the council."®
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The Cities Transit Co.,

Police Chief Frank Stoutamire

said his officers were out wgain
gathering information on driv-
ers, riders and destinations of
the boyco‘ters’ car pool for use
in drafting warrants tax for ar-
resting drivers who don’'t com-
ply with “for-hire” car regula-
tions in line with a City Com-
mission inierpretation of law.
NO ARRESTS YET
Stoutamire sajd he had made
no arrests and ordered none, and

i

i

|

"basis of prepared Warrants.

all arrests will be made on the

Members of the Negro Inter
Civic Council which spearheads
the boycott and operates the
car pool were told last night by

C ek W e o s e

“ Anhouncement that city buses will start running
again in Tallahassee Aug. 2 was made today as legal

moves to cripple the Negro boycott and its car pool
operation came on three fronts.

manager and a Chamber of

Comnierce committee jointly announced that service will
be resumed Aug. 2 with smaller buses running new
schedules on new routes with the impetus of patronage
they hope will come from the “ride-the-bus campaign.”

their attorney, Theri dmindse
that “as long as youE?‘dﬂVﬁmz;
your own car, buying your own
gas and picking up your friends
and neighbors I don't know of
any law you're violating.”

Rev. C. K. Steele, “president
of the organization, sdded: “If
they have found a law to arrest
us for that, then we'll test the
law.” He promised drivers “the
best legal talent money can buy.”

City Atty. James Messer has
advised the Commission that op-

eration of & car pool in which
drivers receive compensation out

jof & donated fund constitutes
joperating cars for hire and

makes the drivers subject to laws

requiring special license tags,
drivers’ licenses, insurance cove

' erage and other regulations.

To resolve any doubt of the va-
:ﬁ’ of that interpretation, Sta

. J. Kenneth Ballinger said
toflay & WII &k the Legislature
next week to write 1t specifically

W g g

= [

In Palatka, Rep. James
Beck announced he will in
2 bill to make it unlawful for
State employe to take pert in
organized boycoit. Some mem-
bers of the Florida A. and M. Uni-
versity faculty have been active
in the boycott movement here.
Beck said he will ask Gov. Col-
lins to include his recommenda-
tion in the call for the apecial
session, and that if the Governor
doesn't cite such a mesaure as &
matter for emergency considera-
tion he will seek the two-thirds

T

1 | tion

vnte necessary to bring it up any-
way. J

janainllinger’s _Dbfll would require

any “'person or association” fo get

AL certificate of operation as a !

common carrier from the Florida
Ralilroad Commission or the U. 8. '
Interstate Commerce Commission
or have s city franchise before
offering, arranging or providing
transportation for any compensa-

It would define ‘‘compensation”™
as “‘a return in money or in prop-
erty or in anything of value for
services in transporting persons

: by molor vehicles over publs

highways and municipal streets,
whether paid, received or real
ised, directly or indirectly.”

It would make it unlawful for
any organization “which has for
its purpose the diverting of pal- |
tronage from existing motor ear.
riers of passengers, to provide or

dvertise the providing of

nsportation” without the of

cial permit. . .

Any free transportation auf

(Continued on Page 2, Col. B)
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‘‘consist of regular tecurring
transportation” under Raflroad
Commiasion rules and be subject '
to state mileage taxes which are
paid by all bus and tyuck com-
anies.

Penalties for violation® :
'frange from $250 and 90 days !
.[jall for the first offense to $1 !
fine and a year in prison for the
third conviction. . *

Ballinger's bill would “exempt
.| from the regulation opergtiom in
which there is no direct or indi-
rect compensation in hauling
farm workers to and from their
.| jobs, transportation of bona fide

students between their institu-
tions and homes, car-owning stu-|'
-{dents gharing rides with other |
students, and transportation with- ‘
in state and national parks.

Also exempt would be ‘‘trans- \

portation of persons by church or-
ganizations or resglowe-ePganiza-
tions when such persons are be-

g transported tw points
aces of recrestion when those
e supported by such church or
ligious organizations and when
such transportation is provided in
vehicles owned by such church or
religious organization.”
.| “The dill as now drawn is de-
"Isigned to help other cities pro-|.
.| tect themselves against the plan-
;|ned and blatanti ignoring of
] regulatory authority which has
featured the leadership of the
.| bus boycott in Tallahassee,” Bal-|:
linger said.
| “These leaders have been lay-
ing the foundation for ‘+wo years
‘| or more,” he said. “They demon-
sirated that they can and would
weld the Ncgro population of
Leon County into an effective
minority voting bloc.
OPENED BOYCOTT

“Buch leaders, imported for

purposes, then opened the

us boycott. They have accom

nied this with threats of re-

risals against local public of-
icisls who resist their plans.

“It i8 high time, ther=fore,
that our officials be given all
.| the legal backing they need to

protect the public of all races
t{ from the present program of
legal evasion.” ,

Leaders of the Negro Inter
Civic Council denied there had
been any threats of reprisals -

At last night’s meeting of the |
council, attorney Lindsey report-
ed he had asxed the Fedcral
Buyeau of Investigation and the
Chicago police departmen. to
look into reports that effo-ts
were being made $d embarrnus
him with the Florids Supreme
Court because of his work with
the ecouncil, ) )
‘EMBARRASS ME’

“I understand that this inves- |’
tigation was ordered by someone
in Tallahassee who apparently
holds an official position. I have
not applied for a government
job, therefore 1 hive not author-
ized such an investigation. This
is possibly s plan to embarrass
me as an attorney for the Inte

ivic Counci! of Tallahassee,

rganization which 'is. worl
o improve the condition of Tal-
hassee's Negro citizens.”

T
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g Law Violation Charged
2! ,
§ Negro Car Pool
g Crackd D
E:  Crackdown Due
By DON MEIKLEJOHN and ARTHUR XENNERL\' '
o Democrat Staff Writers ,
. 3 After a confarence today with city attorneys,
T - Chief FranjsSioutamire said he would launch a crack-
T - dov T Negro motor pool cars violating State “for hire”
- laws tomorrow. " : te
o Stoutamire met with City Attor- | Hopkins. “I have an sppointment
i 1 ney James A. Messer and City | with the City Attorney today, and
= SBolicitor Edward Hill today 10 dis- | will earry out the wighes of the
= cuss various aspects of the crack- | commisiion in weor‘ﬁnce witb
= - down ordered yesterday by the the hw," Stoutamire c&l

City Commission.

The Commission unanimously
voted to crack down on car pool
drivers after Messer said a study
of _the pool's operation showed
e they violated state laws govern-
gl Ing public carriers.

. Stoutamire said after the con-

' ference that no definite plans

raiey have been made, and “It’s not my

e intention to begin untll tomor-
Tow."”

While passengers aren’t
charged regular fares, the ear
pool is supported by contributions
- from passengers, Messer said,
L and in bis opinicn the operation

es under the laws governing

olice Chief Btoutamire sald he
hall been notified of the Commis-
si0h action by City Mgr.

= AL INFORT

kil

EECCHR i it

mr_x__mw
president of the Negro hw'-civic

Council, said the comnhdons
crackdown would probably be
discussed at a meeting of the
group tonight.

He urged all drivers in the ca
pool o be ‘‘as thoughtful
careful as they can, and to offe
no resistence at all if qu
by police.”

Atyesterda y's Commission
meeting, Messer sald police had
turned over to him information
obtained in & two weeks investiga-
tion of the car pool. The informa-
tion included detailed lists of driv-

- 4 “§r hive cars.” ers, where they picked up passe

gers, time, and in some instanc
the names of the passengers, M
ontinued on Page 2, Cel. 7)
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Néﬁ_car Poo
Crackdown Due

ser said. B
After the Commission’s action,
esser said the information
ould be turned over to City So-

|

City Mmger Arvsh
said the crackdown would “beg
a8 soon as the Chief (Police Chief
Frank Stoutamire) has enough in-
formation, I think he has enough
now."”

Messer indicated that any
cases brought into City Court
would be on new arrests, with the
information gained in the police
investigation of the Negro car
pool used to show the cars had
been operating in the motor pool
‘for several weeks.

! In snawer to a question from
mmissioner W. T. Mayo, Mes-

r said insurance for operation

a private vehicle would not be

; ble {0 a car being used on
s “for hire" basis.

Mayo said he thought it wa
*“time to recognize the danger
the general public. These ca
are without any insurance at
aince the insurance they now have
would be declared pull and void
if they were operating in ihe car
w .u

Messer gaid there are probably
“two or three statutes being vio-
Iated” by the car pool cars.
Among those mentioned were not
having chauffer's licenses, im-
proper insurance and improper’
license tags.

Mayo made the motion that the
City Commission instruct the City
Mansager, City Attorney and Po-
lice Chief to enforce all rules gov-
erning public carriers againat the
car pool vehicles. Commiasioner
Joe Cordell added: *“To the full
extent of the law.” .

During the discussion, s le

om the Junior Chamber of -

erce urging the City Co -
to investigate the legality of
the car pool Bperxtion was read.

P —— |

0 JAYCERES g,

) joner H. C, Summitt

asked that a letier thanking the

Junior Chamber of Commerce for

their suggestion and interest in

‘be situation be forwarded to
ent Paul Bkelton.

In other actions periaining the
the bus situation, Commissioner
Mayo sajd he had heard slderly
people were Interested in getting
the bus-siop benches back as
place to stop and rest.

The benches ‘were
from the bus stops when

mdmnnhz:nlyl.

i ‘oners said the benches
Ud be returned in a short time
n the buses started running

again.

The Commiasion also went on
record as being avallable to ‘give
any sasistance necessary” in getl-
ting the buses back on the street.

In a separate meeting yester-
day afternoon, local leaders of
8 ‘ride-the bus drive” met to
work out ways of making Cities
Transit buses more appealing to
more white persons—mainly of-
fice workers in the business dis-
trict and Capitol Center.

STATE HELP ASKED
Chamber of Commerce *
e-bus” campaign officials m
th Btate department heads

explained {0 them the im-

. ce of having their em-
pRyes fill out and return to the
Chamber  several thousand
,quesuonmire-mfomuon sheets
i the local bus company can use
as s guide in re-scheduling bm
routes in the city.

Tom Humphress, Chamber
steering committee member, told
the depariment heads the “fu-
ture of the community will be in
& hazardous position if we lose
our bus transportation.” He said
s city the asize of Tallahassee
which is growing cannot afford
to be without surface transpor-
tation.

When asked for suggestions on
how to make the busses appeal-
ing to State workers, the de-
partment chiefs agreed that one
of the main ways their employes

ride buses 13 to have
offered conveniently at
inal” point in the Capi
ter, formerly in the
' Avenue-Monroe Stireet ares

' DISRUPTION SEED

. the working hours without the

Some of the department
dublous of a proposed
work schedule presen
the State Cabinet. They
e proposed schedule, allowing
e workers to arrive and leave
work about 30 minutes later
than others, might disrupt of-
fice unity and work schedules.
Chamber officials emphasized
they were presenting the atag-
gered work time only for consid-
eration by the Btate employes
and were not trying to change

loyes consent.

The department heads agreed
y would make an effort to get
ployes to fill out the
ires. Some believed howev

that selling the “ride-the-b
idea can be more effectively ha
dled by Chamber commi

members.

Humphress told the group that
buses must be brought back to
Tallahassee with the future of
the city in mind. He said if peo-
ple will ride the buses they will
find they are probably more con-
venient and traffic ocongestion
downtown will be relleved con-
siderably.

He zaid an assortment of
methods of making the buses
more attractive may be used —
such as, selling newapapers on
the buses along with coffee and
fruit juices, and offering cou-

bookleu to be used as fa

Seetes e prsebamanvs
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By DON MEIKLEJOHN
Demeocrat Staff Writer
City buses — including two
with Negro drivers—began run-
ning early this morning after

s month-long layoff.

There was scattered response
from Negro riders, but s bus
company- official said white
passenger loads were almost
.+~ = double normal.

B~ Charles L. Carter said he es-
A~ timated between 1200 and

G

»:- 1,800 white passengers were

7 earried this morning.

Carter said the biggest in-
eresse in white passengers
seemed to be among Capitol
B.$ Center workers.

‘%5 The Negro drivers — both
%"g, long-time employes of the
£,

=i, Cities Transit Co., as mainte-
¥4~ pance workers—were put on
e runs without advance no-

rter said one driver re-
d he had carried about 40
ngers this morning.

At 8 a.m., Edgar Richardson,
one of the Negro drivers, sald
he had picked up about eight
passengers. Most were from
the Bond Subdivision area. The

other Negro driver was David
Moore.

Carter said James White, an-
other Negro employe of the
bus company, will be the relief
driver, and Willie C..Wilson,
& trainee, is riding the buses
learning the runs.

On a run through the Flor-
ida A&M and Frenchtown sec-
tions early this morning, there
were three passengers. One
woman rode the bus from the
Frenchtown section to the
Adams-Park avenue transfer
point, a man rode from French-
town to the Bond area, and s
young girl rode from down-
town to Frenchtown.

As the bus passed through
the Negro areas, persons walk-
ing along stopped and watch-
ed it pass, many expressing
some surprise at seeing a Ne-
gro driver. Richardson waved
and some returned his wave.

Through the Florida A&M
section, where the Negro boy-
cott of buses started last May
28. no one got on, but students
going to classes, stopped and
watched the bus pass.

A check at the Park Avenue

P gy

and Monroe street transfer sta-
tion showed several Negro pas-
sengers boarding the buses
serving the white residential
aresas.

In most areas, white patron-
age appeared generally good,
although there was some con
fusion on the new routes an
schedules.

For passengers boarding th
buses. there were buttons,
which said, “I'm Riding the
Bus. Are You?', free morning
papers, and bus schedules.

The return of bus service was
preceded by a *“ride the bus”
campaign by the Chamber of
Tommerce, which included
sending out questionnaires to
persons to get suggestions on
new bus routes and schedules.

All routes were revised to
meet the needs of the areas
where quesfionnaires determin-
ed the demand would be.

During early morning hours,
Negro car pools autos were op-
erating on about the same ba-
-sis, and many Negroes were

-

o o

de:

Fr:

walking toward town with
lunch sacks in hand.
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RACIAL SITUATION
TALLAH4SSZE, FLA.
Bufile 100-135 Sub 61
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City buses will begin- operat-
ing again tomorrow morning
on all new routes — including

the Plorida A & M and French-
town runs—Charies L. Carter,
Cities Transit Co. manager,

Carter said, “In response to
gnany requests from people we
are going to put buses on the
eolored runs.”

Buses will go back in oper-
ption at 6 am. to 6:45 a.m. to-

depending on the

ute. Routes have been ad-
to meet requests by per-
who filled out quesuon-

-—f:fy Buses S;T
To Run Thursday

naires on proposed schedules

and routes.

Buses have been off the
streets a month today after a
boycott by Negro passengers.

Bus service will be free to all
passengers tomorrow, Clrter
said.

Preceding putting the buses
back on the streets has been
an elaborate “Ride the Bus”
campaign spearhezded by the
Chamber of Commerce.

More than 1,000 volunteer
workers from Tallahassee Civic

Re: RACIAT SITUATICY From:

)

dny night selling bus tickets
and distributing new schedules.
Wilson Cogswell, chairman of
the house to house canvass, es-
timated about 8800 worth of
tickets were sold during the
campaign.
Parking meters install

Clubz blanketed the City qu__.m-. Park Avenue nnd nom'oe utops

TAL' AP ACSEE, FLA,
Bufile 107-125 Sub 61
Mofile 100-1341

Tomorrow, for the first time in a
onth, buses will run over Tallahassee’s

streets.
Various

street bus stop termimal hal |
been taken out and
have been put back in
aration for the atart of bus

schedules tomorrow. The City
Commission has also approv
construction of two bus shel-
ters at the Park Avenue lmai

Talla‘'.assee "Democrat"

8/1/56
GOM

serve old residents, there are good reaso

Back Te [The Buses

civic organizations bhave

brought them back with their campaign
.to get riders. The attitude of the bus com-
.pany officials has been a good indication
that we'll have a better bus service than
e had before they stopped.
Besides the argument that Tallahassee
eds a bus system to hold up its head

ong cities, attract new people and both races will ride th
H W‘

‘3

AL e 720
1N .
55./ 53

for riding the buses. One of the best
that it will relieve parking and traffic

down town.

The civic groups which have spear-
headed the campaign to get the buses
rolling have tried in all their moves to
keep the civic aspects foremost, to rise
above any tendency to make it a contest

between the races, |

Both races need the buses. We ho

TALLAYA SSEE DEMOCRAT
TA" T4 -ASSEE, FLA.,
JOHN M. TAPERS, EDITCR

dupgust 1,

1956
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For the information of the Bureau, there are
enclosed herewith two copies each of the following newspaper _
items:

1. Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Florida, 7/25/56
captionad "CITY INTRODUCES ANTI—CAR POOL LAW.

2. Tallahassee Democrat, Tallahassee, Florida, 7/26/56,
captioned~’NOTHING FIRMED IN CLOSED MEET ON LEGISLATION.®™

ed t the local bus company suspended
operations 7/1/56 and local Negroes are now being hauled to and
from work by numerous local Negro car pool operators. 5

According to H
hat the operation of these various car pools

y be in violation of local city or state ordinances,
and, if such evidence is developed, the car pool operators
could conceivably be prosecuted in local city or state court.
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Director, FBI 7/31/56

RACIAL SITUATION
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

gwanted to know if SRA! could
a al position was

offer him any ce at all as to what his leg

in thi pecifically but tactfully pointed

out to n no uncertain terms that this matter was a
local s n which this Bureau has no jurisdiction and

for that reason neither he nor any other
Bureau er him any advice

This office will continue to keep the Bureau ad-
vised of pertinent developments regarding the bus boycott
situation at Tallahassee.




Nothing Firmed
In Closed Meet-
On Legislation

“Nothing definite” was de-
cided yesterday at & closed-
door luncheon meeting Dbe-
tween the City Commission
and the Leon County legisla-
tive delegation, Commission-
er W. T. Mayo reported .

The meeting was held at the
Tallahsssee Dining Room yes-
erday afternoon with mem-

rs of the Commission, Reps.

allory Horne and Xenneth

allinger, Ben. Wilson Carra-
way, City Mgr. Arvah Hop-
kins, City Atty. James Messer,
and City Auditor George
White.

After the group had assem-
bled, a discussion on whether
to admit the press resulted in
a decision to close the meet-
ing, but to allow questions be-
‘| fore the meeting started.
LEGISLATION TALKED

The group said the p
of the meeting was to
possible special legislation at
the current egession of the
Btate Legislature.

In answer to a question to
whether the legislation would
pertain to the bus boycott or
ear pool operation, it was
agreed that it was “reasonable
to assume that it did”

In meeting with the Leon
delegation, the main aim was
to determine if it would be
possible to introduce special
legislation without interfer-
ring or jeopardizing the overall
program submitted by Gov.
Collins.

Commissioners said they also
.| wanted to get the thinking of
the Leon d@elegation on the
type of legislation they would
favor {f it were possible to in-
troduce special bills.
OPPOSE OPEN MEETING

Among those taking a stand
one way or the other, Com-
missioners J. W. Cordell and
H. C. Summitt and Sen. Car-
raway opposed opening the
meeting to the press on the
grounds that they might dis-
cuss possible legislation that
would mnever be introduced
and “it would do more harm
than good.”

Rep. Horne along with Com-
missioner W. T. Mayo an
Fred Winterle said they
no objections personally
opening the meeting,

*vere non-committal.

——
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No Arrests But .

Police Questiori
Car Pool Drivers

About 100 Negroes have been questioned at the
poiice station in an investigation of the Negro car pool
operation, Police Chief Frank Stoutamire said today but
no arrests have been made. '
The investigation was launch-

ed after the City Commission | WaITants where violations a
voted last week to crackdown | indicated.

on the car pool under State laws « T — .
governing “for hire” vehicles.

City Att. James Messer sald in
his opinion the car pool opera-
tion violates these laws.

Chief Stoutamire said when
the police stop a car pool car,
it iz escorted to the police sta-
tion. The driver and all occu-
pants are questioned using a

- Parmin o i3 Ampn

detailed questionnaire, he said. Rlr WWCIAL OITULTION
Among the questions are such ol oS5, FL

things as when and where the 3 f‘L'f ;80-]’. Fg' ;

driver picked up the passengers,of cull.e 35 Sub 61

where he buys his gas and who lofile 100-1361

pays for it, Stoutamire said. :
Stoutamire said the informa-

.§ tion obtained in the investiga-

tion will be turned over to City
Solicitor Edward Hill, who will

study the Information and jssue From The Tallahassee Demoncrat.
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onjthe same subject.
mmissioners said today they

platined to confer with the Leon

County legislative delegation on

L ot e = o ——

sope proposed “special legisla-
tion” but they declined to say
cifically what kind of legis-
tion.
Commissioner W. T. Mayo
id a possible program of legis-
lation was discussed . at the
closed-door meeting a

Cify In‘f‘r’odﬁce‘s’“
Anti-Car Pool Law

Possible State Legislation
Discussed By Commissioners
* City Commissioners yesterday intrbduced an ordinance

&utlawing car pools and then went into a closed-door
ugdle to discuss possible state legislation apparently

»

decided to contact the Leon leg-
islators today to see if there
fas a possibility of introducing
special legislation at the cur-
fent session.
' On the legislative front, Leon
Rep. Kenneth Ballinger said he’
woulg try to introduce a bill to
outigw unlicensed car pools dur-
ing Rransportation boycotts. He
said the measure might be con- |
sidfred as pertaining to high- |
way safety.
NO REFERENCE

The propoged new City ordi-

noe introdyced yesterday does
not specifical)ly refer to Negro
car pools which have been run-
ning since the beginning of th:
boycott, but City Attorney James
Messger said drivers in the
car pools could be arrested un-
der the ordinance if passed.

The ordinance provides s}
maximum penalty of $500 or ao

days.
Under regular proeodm of'

vy
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Anfi-CarPool -
Law Infroduced

the ordinance would be taken

ulsrly or continuously trans-
port” persons by csr unless re-
lated by blood or marriage, U-
censed by the Florida Railroad
and Public TUtilities Commis-
sion, or franchised by the City.
It also would allow

tion of children to school with-
out restriction.

. The ordinance also makes it
H’unln:ml for a car to “cruise”
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