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-in the United States this yesr,

Three LostTives
Tn"09lynchings,

Says Tuskegée -

ﬁmmum
'l‘hm all Negroes, Sor-'
feited ‘their lives to lynch mobs.

Tuskegee institute sald today. ¢

Mob violence was averted nt
Winston-Salem, N. C, too,
'm:kueoreportuidvhmwuce
s white cafe owner,
0. Werst. from a mob ef 800
:1 > Werst was charged with
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Oﬁice Memor ..oaume « UNITED sinnan S5OVERNMENT

TO : Director, FBI DATB:  February 28, 1950

FROM SAC, Xobile

SUBJECT: G mORDmN
CriECY TO _THE NATIONS OF THE WaiLD

S
& RACON .

+ ' There is enclosed herewith for the attention of
the Central Research Desk a panphlet entitled "A Prophecy to the
Nations of the Jorld" by G. D. BORDEi. This pamphlet was turned ‘

iy S —————
who advised that the booklet had recently been left b
' own_persons on, the doorsteps of his home- 70

It is noted that the pamphlet was copyrighted in
1939. The author refers to himself as & prophet commanded to give a
message to the people urging change of attitude toward the negro race.

+ The Mobile Office indices contain no reference
to this pamphlet nor to the author. It is noted that the author L
states that he was born in Mobile County, Alabama and was 62 years £

of age. .

This pamghlet is being forwarded as & matter i
of information and need not be returned. HCHT
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Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where
indicated, explain this deletion.

[0 Deleted under exemption(s) with no segregable
material available for release to you.
[ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request.
] Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only.
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, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.
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- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Mr. Board
. Belmon

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

A O WEE———
. Nichola {

, FBI MOBJ/E 12/7/55

o Transgft the following Teletype message to:

AN
——

DIRECTOR, FBI

Mr. Mason———

Mr. Mo
Mr. P ns.
Mr. R

Mr. Tamm
Mr. Nease_——
r. Winterrowd_
Tele. Room

Mr. H I'man_—

AIR-TEL (AJR MAIL)
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RACIAL MATTERS

FONTGOVEZY, ALABAMA

As of possible interest to the Bure

Advertiser, Montgomery, Alabama, captioned "EXTRA POLICE S
FOX PATROL WORK IN TROLLEY BOYCOTT,"™ and "5,000 AT MEETING
OUTLINE BOYCOTT; BULLET CLIPS BUS," under dates of 12/5 an
6, 1955 respectively.

:g seat in the Negro section on a Montgomery City Lines bus
< Thursday, 12/1/55. 8
< This matter will be followed discreetly at
{ Yontgomery and ary additional information of interest will
/’“\ be called to the Bureau's attention. .
o a
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attaching hereto articles appearing in the Montgome;y

A /A 5/
This boycott, accopding—to newspaper items,
results from the arrest of ROS§§§%§KS, a seamstress for a
downtown store in Montgomery w fused to accept an assigned

A
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- <EF ira ‘Police Set
For Patrol Work
In Trolley Boycott

~ e e

ly JOE AZBELL

Advertiser City Editor
Negro “goon squads” reported-
bave been organized here to
timidate Negroes who ride Mont-
gomery City Line buses today i
violation of a Negro boycott of
lbebushne.necordmgtoatop

city official.

And city policemen have been
ordered to be at main bus stops
or. patrol main bus stop areas to{
check ntte;npts at violeace by the
reported ‘‘goon squads.” !

Police Commussioner Clyde C.{

-

'

el Nars said yesterday that sev-:

eral Negroes had been ‘‘threat-
« ened with physical violence"
they ride city buses today. i

. - RESULT OF DISTURBANCE '
T *  The proposed Negro boycott of

the bus lines grew out of the ar-
" rest of Rosa Parks, a seamstress -
. - { for. a downtown store, who refused !
o , to accept an assigned seat in:
. the Negro section on a Montgom-
ery City Lines bus Thursday. The!
boycott was called in protest of

]
3
i
H
12

N the arrest.
"When she took a seat In a
N white section and refused to move

“to the Negro area, she was ar-
rested by bus driver J. F. Blake,
. N. Lewis St. under special
police powers granted umder the
code Policemen who arrived

» confirmed Blake's charge that
woman was seated in the wiiite
ion and refused to move to

ALL INF ’-”f‘. f?? '?'ZT.’.E}LE
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Saturday thousands of cir
distributed urging Ne,
to ride the city buses ‘tod
protest of the arrest.

The Parks woman will be h
in-Recorder's Court at 8 a m, today
on a charge of violating city segre-
gation laws by refusing to accept
& seat assigned to her on the
bus. Her attorney, Fred Gray, a
Negro, said yesterday he imtends
to enter a plea of innocence.

MASS MEETING SET

. Meanwhile, a top secret mass
meeting of Negroes has been
alled for 7.30 tonight at the Ralt

eet Baptist Church for what
cvirculars described as ‘‘further in-
‘structions” in the "econamic re-
mmn‘;;ampdgn againgt the oty

ctions”
eould come out of it has

tunderloc‘kcndkaybutlt
us understood Negro leaders, lonz
;n't;mme‘.‘!:‘t3 in J:‘ten camp
called mee .

None of the Negro leaders in t!u
community would make any I'
mef}t about the top secret T"t"
inglor who was leading the b?y-‘

coff”’ campaign
eBevAWW , pastor
RE:s
, ¥

, .
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mg' Hofj Street By
of treet Baptj ureh,
said he would not dlsctldo%e%h
any circumstances’ the names of
the Negroes who asked permission
to us2 the church for the meeting
tonight. '

Commissioner seliers said he in-
tends to send the city’s four Negro
.policemen to the meeting tonight.
The Rev. Wiison said the meeting
is open to the public and that his
church doors will not be closed

At'empts to reach the Parks
woman around whom the contro-
versy whirls were unsuccessful yes-
terday Attorney Gray said the

woman Ines at 634 Cleveland Ct.,
is mamed. has no children and is
in her “late thirties or forties "'

The circulars which were dlt-
tributed Saturday state.

“Another Negro woman has been’
arrested and thrown into jail .be-
ause she refused to get up out
drher seat on the bus and fve

#/to a white person. It is the
sgcond tume since the Claudé
Chlbert case that a Negro h;
tben arrested for the same thin}.
This must be stopped. Ne
are citizens and have rights.

*“Until we do something to stop
these arrests, they will continue.
The next time it may be you, or
you or you Ths woman's case
will come up Monday. We are,
therefore, asking every Negro to;
stay off the busses on Monday in
protest of the arrest and trial
Don't nide the busses o work, to,
town, to school or anywhere, on'
Monday. You can afford to stay
out of school for one day if you:
have, no other way to go excépt
b{ bus. If you work, take a bl
of walk, but please, children a§d

wnups, don't get on a bus

on Monday Please stay [
the busses Monday "’

ent have gotten these

por{ls and 1 assure anyone who
idea of using ‘goon
that they will be

ought to trial,"” Sellers

"“ln‘membenqithcm

; “I intend to make certain that,
faw and order is maintained today
i we bave to call out every city
policeman and every reserve po-
liceman,” he added. “I intend
have policemen at every bus stop
and anybody who wants te ride
the busses can do so with the po-
'lice department’'s assurance mey
will be protected.” ' .

. The commussioner said that the
police department will deal with
the situation today in an “attitude -
of mantaining peace and enforc-’
‘ing the law.”

He said some Negroes had called
him about threats of violence shey
had received if they ride the busses
and that he had told them they
would have full pretection. !

The commissibner added the Ne-
gro boycott of the busses is a
“most serions matter”, and thaf
“the ice department intends to
deal {(ith it as a most serious |nat-
ter.”

It ®as understood that ny
Negroes who work for white -
ployers as servants reported Sat-
urday they would not show up for
work Monday" unless the employer
came for them in an automobile’
oragreedtopaythen-uxihre!

In the previobus bus segrega-
tion case, phudette Colbert, 15,
also was represented by Gray. The
young Negro girl was placed un-
der ‘‘indefinite probation” by Ju-
venile Court Judge Wiley Hill Jr.

The boycott of the busses is mod-{ -
elled along the lines of the “‘eco-!
nomi repmal" planning of. thn
. White, Citi Council which Ne-'
groesiignd white liberals have at-
tackel. The WCC propo. “eco-
pomic reprisals” against {Negroes
who attempt to promote




7-5"000 At Meeting
Outline Boycott;

e st}

Bullet Clips Bus | 4.7/«
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By JOE AZBELL
Advertiser City Editor
. An estimated 5,000 hymn-singing Negroes packed
the Holt Street Baptist Church to its outer doors and
xhilled over into three streets blocking traffic last night '
&} they voted to conticue a racial boycott against buses .
the Montgomery City Lines Inc.’ |
Mecanwhile, J. H. Bagley, manager of the Montgom- |
— ery Cily Lines, reported that a
bus driven by driver B. S. Johs- . -
. ) s n, apparertly was fired on b , "
/ s person with a .22 caliber ri )
N ‘5§ the Negro Washington Pa ’ ‘
! ea. «
Bagley said the bullet hit lbe'
rear of the bus and Johnson could -
rot determine from where it was )
fired.
ENFORCE LAW '
. The bus company manager also | )
reiterated a previous statement
;$hat his firm would not violate .
the law on segregation of bus . “
passengers ard that he would
continue to require all of his driv-
ey to enforce the law. “If they
d(p’l, the drivers can be fined or
Is( tenced " he said.
Meanwhile, police reported an
+ umdentified party threw a large

v~

! , stone and struck the front of a
- . i . - ® 'City Lines bus at the intersec-
’ tion of S. Jeff Davis and §. Holt
, ‘ ’ o sireet late yesterday. No personal
. . ® injury and only slight damage lo|’
? - the bus resulted, officers said.
- oo . . In a resolution passed at the NTGO
& 'meeting by the Negroes with all :0 l‘ER!'_éD VERTISH}
vt : . roaring applause, the emotional o Ontgomery, llabm
e . ‘- group voted to ask “all citizens December 6 1955
o - of Hon'gomery" to refrain from __,,.—w-—---.-_ .
e e : rifling buses of the Montgomery - - OF L
‘_j: . Ciy Lines Inc. until the bus trans-' RE:  RACIAL HATTERS o
U ) . : tation situation is clespraup Mobile File: . :
) : ’ {q) the “satisfaction of citizens” ’ Bureau File: . - R

% - who ride .lfd“patr—o:xi’zg’ them. ~ . /
Ui R
u\['ﬁ L.‘.:w ) R N

e 2 _Bv 2 /ﬂf Ve el )
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Pesulution, among ot[,

‘&g‘s’"m‘d thet “citizens of

‘Montgomery ' have

-dated, embarrassed and everced

while ridin} the public convey-]
3 and iy view of the hamilis-
4fiey hive endured they

that they weuld refrais:
uzing the busés. .- '
, It also declared that 2 “‘delega-

tion of citizens” was prepared at
all times to sit down with officials
of the Montgomery City Lines and
develop with them a pFogram that

ihe bus lines” piirooe would fimd ioioves to finance the trips Lo apd |

satisfactory and equitable.
The resolution stated that “no
. methods of intimidation™ Wolld

: continuing boycoit grew
out of the arrest and convietion
of Bosa Parks, 42, 64 Cleveland |
LAve., Negro seamstress at a de-

igation violation count. .
« The conviction of :he Neggo
Wwoman may cause a court test
on segregation of Negroes and
whites on Montgomery buses, The
Advertiser learned yesterday, °
The Parks woman and Fred
Daniel, 19, 1646 Hall St., arrested
yesterday for disorderly conduct,
were introduced to the large audi
ce and the audience stood, av-
uding loud. They each were
ticribed as churchgoers and in
Jfrious, Jaw abiding citizens.
The Rev. M. L. King, pastor jll
the Dexter Avenue Baptist Churcl,
told the crowd that the “tools ot

‘ buses.

wrong, the Supreme
(Coutinued Frem Page 1) -

wrong and our whole foundation of | | ojected but Judge Scolt alipwed
government is wrong.” : bh amendment. 1 . .
HELP FINANCE

The resolution passed by the|'lega) the failure

group asked that those “cltizens”| to comply with the assignment or
who live long distances from ply

bus!

tueir jobs and could not ride Wit | ' driver 1o enforce separatc faciii-|
other ‘‘citizens” ask their em-| tiog for the white and |
the

from work. Others who ownel .
unvereukedtolormppohto!m" objecudth‘:t
take others to work. .

Rosa Parks was fined $10 and| Dot pertain to his client. Loe re-
costs in Recorder's Court yester-| Plied the state law covered all
day for violating a state hwc:i-te- mmﬂst:;n.m e
quiring racial segregation on city! {Passed e Legisla

. e . 1 the state natute’ authorizes
Thousands of Negroes boycotted companies to ?ronde and
oty buses yesterday and only separate facilities for

Negroes who normally ride the | puynishable by a maximum
buses broke the boycott, The boy- | of $500. .
coly reflected an ‘‘economic re- " It was understood that Gray®
prisal” in protest of the arrest. issue to defend my client.” 4
APPEAL DECISION The court hearing was calm and
Fred D. Gray, Negro sttorney,)' quiet, and at times witnesses were
told Judge John B. Scott be would| , almost inaudible as they spoke.

to Montgomery Circuit Court. The The steps leading into the "

move apparently was intended as
i of the courtroom and the side-
the first step in testing the conmsti-| | . al ith 4 idors

tutionality of transportation segre- !

* . | liading into the east enirance of
(g:::‘l?:del::v:y.m this Cradle of the e courtroom, all were jammed
tended to attack the law us with spectators and witnesses,
unconstitutional but he declined| _ Meanwhile, Montgomery City
to say spec y. He said thyt| Lines Manager J. H. Ba

intended t4 use “every legi}| Yesterday afternoon estimated thfjt

Justice” must be used to attain
equality.” He urged ‘‘unity of

Jare to win and we will win in
standing up for our rights Wy
Americans.”

er speakers on the program
s2id the idea of the boycott of the
buses being anything like the
“methods of the White Citizens
Council” is “ridiculous” for “what
we are doing is legal and con-
stitutional.”

“It is pot like the Ku Klux Klan
‘in going to our homes and taking
men out and lynching them. It is
pot terrorism but democracy, a
protest of Americans, in action,”
‘one of the speakers declared.

A collection was taken up at
the meeting to finance the cam-

ign of the citizens group.”
the several speeches at fje
eting which was conduc
.aflong the lines of a religious
al service, olther remarks
lduded:,"‘?je will not, relinquisa

the ‘‘day of freedom, justice an'l! 1s\gning the J§100 appeal bon

Negroes” for *‘we must stick to-|of Montgomery, a former state
gather and work together if we|NAACP president, and Gray.

"other Negro attorney, Chbarles
Langford.

only about five minutes. Cily

- __ e some 90 per cent of the Ne,
"were refusing to ride the
in protest of the hearing.

The boycott was uncoveted Fri-'
day after thousands of unsigned
circulars were reporiedly bdeing,
spread throughout the Negro dis-
tricts in Montgomery. i

Acting upon the orders of ce

mmissioner Clyde Sellers t

ETEETE TR~ - -

r the woman®were E. D. Nixo

Gray entered a plea of innocent
for his client. The woman did not
testify. Assisting Gray was an-

The entire bearing consumed ]
erenstobenoviei:lte;ce o
Prosecutor Eugene Loe called rday patrolmen arr [
bus driver J, !"".‘Blake to tell how| year-old Negro youth who alleged-
Rosa Parks refused to leave aj ly tried to regtrnln 8 Negro
seat in the white section and 'woman from getting on one of the
move to the Negro section in{ 'morning buses. -
the rear last Thursday night. Fred Daniel, 19, of 1646 Hall Bt.,
Blake said he asked the Negro| | was jailed on a charge of disorder-
woman and other Negro passen-| |ly conduct, according to Police
gers to move to the rear of the| | Chief G. J. Ruppenthal. Arresting
bus but the Parks woman refused| | Patrolmen R, M, Hammonds and
to- leave her seat. ¢ C. A. Weaver said Daniel grabbed
Blake sald there were 23] |8 Negro woman by the arm about

Negroes and 14 whites seated in 7:15 a.m. at the intersection of

Hall and Thurman and pull |

3' “"ﬂe :::un:e h'm':‘l‘\’t b away from a City Lin nhoi
some of the Negests to| | was aitergpting to board,

move to the rear.

- /-

e —— — P —— - —— | P " —— " ~——p— —— -~

about § to 10 per cent of the |any Negro races. Violation [lm]
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drivers to charge only 10 cenmts|
a head yesterday from the hours 4}
am. to 9 Am. and from 3 p.m.
until 11 p.m. in an effort to make
the bus boycott effective. !
Several buses geen on downtown
streets carried nothing but white
passengers from front {o rear. ', -
eral thousand Negroes use
buses on a mormal day. ‘¢ ®
Police cars and motorcycles
followed the buses periodically to §i
prevent trouble after Sellers said 3
‘} some Negroes reported they were
threatened with viplence if they
rode buses yesterday.
The circulars distributed jin’
Negro residential districts Safur-
day urging the boycott yester-!
day In protest to the arrest of
osa Parks were not signed. The |}
ev. A. W. Wilson, pastor of the R
egro church where the meeting
as to be held, sald he would not
disclose “‘under any circum-
stances” the names of those whe
asked permission to use the chur . . ¥ X Y : M K o
for the meeting. hch" ' : e TR ; £¥g
Ministers of various churches dec e
| the meeting last night. [ NEGROES TO CONTINUE BOYCOTT -~
'ltft:rnlulee;t sf;iilgeymn?u i::ume:a tq An estimated crowd of 5,000 Negroes roared approval to a resolufion last nmight st the Hoi’
“is sorry if anyone expects ‘treet- Baptist Church to continue a boyoott against the Mongtgomery City Lines, Inc. until the
to be exempt from any state lus situation is settled to the satisfaction of its patrons. The huge assemblage featured the ap
ity Taw armc:i ofl Rosab P::s,. 42-year-old ?egromwoman, who was convicted yesterday uf violatiny
i In the Rosa Parks case yester- gregation laws by refusing to move from the white section of a city bus to the Negro sectior
day, fthe city was prepared fo wnder orders of the bus driver—Photo by Lesher. ] ' . -

offer testimony from 11 witnesses.
y three, Blake and two women ¢
pisengers testified. One of the N
en said there was an empty
t where Rosa Parks could have
sat if she had moved to the rear. »
As the boycott started yesterday
morning, Negroes stood on down-
town street corners waiting for
rides or piled into taxicabs. Many
walked two or three miles to work
in the crisp cold weather,
t Negro children walked
| and there was a relay aujo
,picjfup system operating thr
|ou most of the day.

N

MR,
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NEGRO BOYCOTT POSTER - = ™
. This is ope of the posters which eity palicemsen yesterday' *
removed from bus stop posts as Negroes staged a \
sgainst the Moptgomery City Lines over srrest of & Negrit'
woman on a transportation segregation charge. The postell’
, } tates: “Remember we are fighting for a eayse. Do not vidd
) plates: = * eame. Do noi:
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 Assistant Attorney General 7 ‘ " December 1il, 1955
Williem P, Tompkins .

Direstor, PBI
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As a matter of 1ntoront to the Do rtment Shere

is enelosed herewith one FPhotostat sach of E:o newspapsr -
A. 8rtisles captioned "Extra Police Set For Patrol Work In

\('3 Trolley Boyoott" and "S,000 At Meeting Outline Boysotts

<§; Bullet Olieo Bus,® which appeared ip the "Montgomery

Advertiser” newspaper deted December €, 1955, and Dooonbor 6,

1955, respestively, published at Montgomery, Alabams,

The boyeott against the use of duses opereted by
the Montgomery City Lines, Incorporated, according to the
newspapsr items, resulted from the arrest of a Negro who
refused to accept an assigned seat in the logro seation eof
a local bus on December 1, 1955, A

Our Mebile, Alabama, Office is following
developments in regard to this matter and all pertinent
fRformation obtained will be transmitted to the Department
p_x‘omptly.

) (2) ALL lN"ﬂ"‘”. N Bi‘%ﬂ.d
" b”% HEREH

o !ﬁ - 'k;... '\.J tEL
Qpc - Mobile (L1;=00-A) DA.I.E 3222 ff:) HV ﬁ ! ; |

TWDTE SAC,’ MOB;LE-
/ L m2 .
’ 2T ) Remirtel December 7, 1955. In view of the
potentialﬁ?id‘lénce that could fellow as a result of this
oycott, ‘y‘qb should keep the Bureau advised of all pertinent

developmenks obtained by ybur office in connection with thisg

matter, :I. ¢ Lte L e ¥ {4 |
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O]ﬁce Memo’zmdum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
: Director, FBI . pate: 12/9/55

%‘m : sac, rovile (44-00-a)  ALL INFOPMATICN CONTAINED
SUBJECT: “Eﬁ%ﬁ&al%’gﬁiwmm HERH%? Wﬁu’ﬁlf It / .
y é;zziﬁlé; 7 <

3

DATE /= 3 BY.

Remyairtel to Bureau 12/7/55 transmitting news-
paper clippings relative to boycott against Montgomery City
Bus Lines in lontgomery, Alabama by the Negroes in that area.

As of possible further interest to the Bureay- , .5
I am transmitting herewith the following newspaper items:'L/3

o Items captionéd "BUS OFFICIALS AGREE TO MEET WITH 7/ -
= NEGROES" amd~MNEGRO NMINISTER DENIES EFFORT TO END
< SIZGREGATION ON BUSES," appearing in The Alabama
:‘:
{

'

P e

Journal, Fontgomery, Alabama, 12/6 and “7/355 respective-
ly; and’an‘éd%toriai’ﬁﬁﬁeariﬁg‘iﬁAThe Fontgomery
‘L' Advertiser, Tontgormery, Alabama, under date of Ig/7/55
1 captioned"AT HOLT STREET BAPTIST CHURCH.™ -
%) ! G0« | 247 —
Encl. (3) . Ly . Lo- 178 )Af‘
'\ REL0 € DEC~32.1955 | |
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-~ ..  Bu Segregatwn’f*?:" Ry T
~ - T, s » ,,“, N "-, Sy R
. " Bydes Amu B T PR

S

4

As 1 drove along Cleveland Avenue en
route to the Holt BStreet Baptist
Church Monday night, I could see Ne-
groes by the dozens formuing a file, al-
most soldierly,- on the
sidewalk. They were go-
ing to the Rosa Parks
protest meeting at the
church
'l‘h.y were silent peo-§
‘ple, bundied in over-
coats. performing what
appeared to be a ritual.
I paiked my automobile
lock from the church
:n& n(xled ‘t:e time was
ready cars were
out for six -or JOE AZBE
seven blocks tn each direction.
faét, the area around the ehyfch
1vo like Cramton Bowl at an jla-
b 8tate-Tuscegee football game. Ex-
cepl for one thinx these people were
stony sllent,
The Negroes eved me nnd one lnqulred
]I wasa poucemm He turned to his

three companions: “He says he ain't the |

law.” I walked up to the steps of the
cnurch and two Negro policemen were
standing there chatting Both were
courteous when I introduced myself and
one went inside and found out about
e seating arrangement for the press. |
Chairs were placed dewn front for the
reporters. The TV cameraman from
WBFA-TV and the United Press reporter
1ster took these seats. I stood in the
rear of the church during the meeéting
whnile Reporter Steve Lesher anchored
himself in a chalr near the church’s
pulpit.

The Inside of the church ls impressive
because of its simplicity. The church
has the ordinary equipment of the upper |
middle class white church and thereis a
large mirror across the back wall.

I observed police asquad cars pafged
twc flocks away in‘each direction m
the ‘thurch and occasiorally a
sergehnt wouid drive by and check wlth
the four Negro policemen who were

! handling the trafiic at the ghurch.
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. B4 hundred "times by Freds and <3 |
3 _LELURTHER lNSTlUCﬂg'ﬁ:-—-— fmm» and “that's rxght"",' Tho-~miais-
WENT inside the church and stood + 3T wpoke-of God as the Master and the
1] tire tront for & few minutes. The . Drotherhood of man. He repeated in a
twoﬂren doors were jammed wltg peo- ; f’{?ea‘:l:m"g that God weuld protect
. as cramme ’ Cig s ot e,
- ple and & r:!;lu’;‘:"‘ Ttrozen food pack- __As the ofher spéakers eame on the
hunm; went to the rear of the church -Platform urgmg “freedom and equafity” | |
age. it wes the same. The Negra po- | . Jor Negroes “who are Americans and ] |
and n pleaded With the Negroes to | ¢ , Proud of this democracy,” the frensy of |-
ucemeh Plisles free so people could get | ¢ e audience mountedt There was g
keep tm ethe end the policemen ga¥e up Yowme of clapping tha‘ seemed to boom :
out. air of eorrecting the aafety trrough the walls. Outside the loud- i
{in de:p Bodies at the front were packed speakers were blaring the meassage for| 3
* | hazar ainst the other. It required five bincks. White people stopped blocks | i .
. | ihutes for a photographer to move |. meass el Dstened to the lowdspeakers’ | §
. ::lght feet among these people in trying meassges. , . . PSP I ‘;
- |10 leave the building. s 10 THE HAT IS PASSED | R
s | The purpose of tix meeting wa : . zed for |}
* | give “further instructicns” on the l;'g; 'THE newspapers were criticized for
¢ cott of city buses which had been sta b quoting police authorities on reporis
t as a protest of the Negroes against o ! of intimidation of N-groes who attémpte -
% 1 arrest, trial and conviction of Rosa Par < ed to ride buses and for comparing thé
f 42-year-old seamstress, on a charﬁ;1 5 * Negro boycott with the economic re-
£ violating segregation laws by re rsox‘x Prisals of White Citigens groups. ‘.
4 | to give up her seat to a Wh:tt 5:3 ﬁ The remark waich drew the most ap-
,’ and move to the rear of a city " or plause was: “We will not retreat one inch
pt There were four white repo!'telﬂ :e In" our fight to' secure and hold our | ,
° photograpkers at the meeting. Only o ¢ American citizenship” Becond was [ I
0 other white person atterded. He t.pr S statement: “And the history book will
red to be & young college studen od [ write of us as a race of people whe in
affman and he came with a Negro an Moztgomery County, Btate of Alab ma,
'¢'ft with a Negro. He sat in the group Coyntry of the United States, s up
Negroes in the bal.ony. fo anld fought for their rights as ri-
: SPEAKERS UNIDENTIFIED citizens, as cm'zens o! democrfcy.
v d in aVmost mdut:%:‘thg.::dlg.;:mu::;ne& Sarrive,
starte -Arrive,
;_ '['BE me‘eltifntl'm ‘:: A Negro speaker— || Streets became Dexter traffic snarls,
1~ unu;\:’ y & minister — came to the |’ There was hymn &inging between |
1 u:mreh ne. He did not introduce him- | speeches. .In the end there was the 1
" | microp to apparently most of the Ne- | pasaing of the hats and Negroes dropped |
N self m{n ewpphlm He said there were in doliar bills, $5 bilis and $10 bils. It{ .
o | BEOCS hones on the outsice and in the %as not passive giving but active giv- )
~ | wicrop. t, and there were three times ing. Negroes called ta the hat passers | .
) ::ﬁn:;l; people outside as on the in.sldei outside—"Here, let me give.” i
B |There was an snonymity throughout | T . PEACEFUL MEANS !
he meeting { ¢ 1
. :.ne white reporters could 1delr1;gs¥ &h; WHEN the resowtion on continuing | ¢
¥ | speakers. Most of the '::e‘meu ac the boycott of the bus was read, | ¢ ‘
Tne introduction of Fred ﬂ‘f Daniels - there came & wiid whoop of delight. ) |
t | Rosa Parks were clear a.ndt? Monday Many sald they would never ride the | ? |
- | was arrested in the bnyco ] .bu.:! again. Nedgroea turned to each other | °
- -and compar i
5 WHITES LISTEN ﬂ' | vies : el past ““‘““f‘ on the/, |
1 fired the meeting , several points’there was an emo- |
1 THE P‘:';“.“ ‘a“‘: thousands of voices .YUonallsm that the ministers on the pu%- *
1 was u':l!n ging Omwcard, Christian Sol- ,form recognized cou.d get out of control
1 joineim ther hymn followed. The voices ilnd atvarious intervals they repeated
': ;.l;eurr.\dered through the church. by s l:“t:;‘ :n%e:tgu“; e Te Are fpking L 1
> | Then there followed a prayer swnmL. L : .
r interrubted : re will be no violence or §jtimi-
\ ‘mmuur. It ':“ 8 prayer In Jation. We are serking things in {f dem- |
‘ dcratic way and we are the
) oo ?npon of protest,” the speakers de-
: ’ . . \ L.:‘:_ RS SR NSRS
i ) , -
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© 777 MORE HYMNS .,

I LEFT psihagneeting vmf

up. The Negroes made a path for ]
me through the crowd as I went to my . C
EAr, but the packed group found it un- v vt
comfortable to move. A cry of “fire*
ould have caused a panic that could N

e e e g
b
«
.
;

ave resulted in scores of deaths. Ne- ¥ - :
1g10e8 on the outside recognized this S '
danger but these people wanted to see . . 4 -
2and hear what was geing on. .

: There was hymn singing as I drove
way. At the firrt corner where I
urned, I nodded at the policemen in a
uad car. At the next corner I saw
another squad car. And at the next K
sorner where I stoppcd for a asignal light,
khe driver o! another sguad car asked .

if the meeting’ had ended. "
The meeting was much like an old-
fashioned revival with loull applause
added. It proved beyond any doubt
there was a discipline among Negrogs

thilt many whites had doubted. It w
alipost a military diseipiine combine! )

wih emotion. .
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Bus Officils

<

With Negroes

.. Boycott -Declared
.* To Be Dropping
... In Effectiveness

<
-

- e

By BUNNY HONICKER

* An attorney for the Montgomery |
¢

LBy Lines Bus Co. said today th
firm would have no objections g:
eeting with the Negroes respor-
Aible for the racial boycott against
the company .but, “I think they

|

y. Jack Crenshaw made the
tement in reply to g ion
last night by some {jooo
bymn-singing Negroes who at
the Holt Street Baptist Church(jnd
voted unanimously to continueVthe
boycott begun yesterday in protest
of the arreet, trial and conviction
of .ednesl.oth woman seamstress
gharg yiolating a state
sogregation law. e
DISCLAIM CREDIT FOR LAW.
".“1 have mo objection
ﬁ them at any time,” Crenshaw
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Agree To Meet |

‘“@f_h.ld l:heir house cleaned |}
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parently started by the Negro boy*

. |Lines bus in the Washington Park

* |thrown into the side of his vehicle.
»|Damage was slight.

Grdj, appealed the decision

¢ |witl| E. D. Nixon, a former

cott group — that the bus drivers
using to take on N

that's something the Negroes
started up.” A

SHOOTING PROBED - - ... 4
Meanwhile, Police G. J. Ruppen-
thal said his men are investigat-
ing a report by Bagley that a 22
caliber slug was fired into a City

area last night. A few eninutes
later, in the same area, a bus
driver said a large stone was

(PR

At last night's meeting, crowds
of Negroes swarmed in and around
the Holt Street Baptist Church and
roared their approval when spokes-
men urged them to continue the
boycoit in protest to the comvic-
tion of Rosa Parks, 634 Cleveland | -
Ct., 8 42-year-old seamstress who
had refused to take a Jim Crow
seat on a city bus last Thursday
night. She was fined $10 and costs
in Recorder's Court yesterday by
Judge John B. Scott. -

e woman's attorney, Fred

a $100 appeal bond alo

prefident of the National ,
for the Advancement of Colored

LeqQw .o

-~ V-
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« Court officials ssid they felt DR
confident the appeal would be!l persons as ehurchgoprs m_g;
useduto test Muw 3 dustrions,~tYV-abiding cif¥ns.
ontgomery's segregat 1 Poligs Commisg Clyde Sel-
?yxtem. However, Gray declined | € jorg ]?:d men p:::m‘ all 8
to comment specifically on this |8 pys lines yesterday and also
point, saying only, “I intend to|” motorcycde patrolmen following
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my client.”

Last night's crowd at the Hoit
Street church, overflowed the au-
ditorium, spilled into three streets
and blocked traffic.

The Negroes passed a four-part
resolution last night urging:

1. All citizens of Montgomery
“regardless of race, color or
creed” to refrain from riding buses
owned and operated by the City
Lines Bus Co. ‘‘until some arrange-!
ment has been worked out between,,
said citizens and the bus com-

y"l
2. That every person owning or].

(who has access to automobiles|g

ill use them in assisting oth
sons to get to work ‘“‘withoul.g
charge.” y
© 8. That employers of persons.y,

4. That the Negro citizens of
Montgomery are ready and willing
to send a delegation to the bus

And a solution does not neces-
sarily mean integration, a Negro|-
leader pointed out today.

““We want the bus company to
provide service on a first-come,
first-serve, basi€,” the Negro lead-
er said. “We do not feel t
Negroes should be forced to va
a seat and stand in order for a
white person to have a seat.”
-Fred Daniel, 19, of 1646 Hall
St who was arrested on a dis-
orfiertly conduct charge yesterday
afler police said he tri¢d to pre-!
v¢nt 8 Negro woman frgm getting:
on a bus, was introducid to the
crowd. Also introduced {vas Rosa
Parks. Both drew standing ova-
tions. Spokesmen described both

) l/
e - e cae L v -~ - -

use every legal issue to defend |! huses to prevent any outbresk of
! of threats um‘ntlnyNemW
il _Rev. M. L. King, pasior of the

-{Councils for what we are doing

who live a great distance n t s
‘heir work, “‘as much,as possible”ye |y, uno?et:r::ﬂ:::dbut moc?:::ny.
provide transportation for them. . a of Ameri action A

company to discuss their griev-jo
ances and to work out a solution |o
for the same. de

violence, following earlier reports

 Dexter Avenue Baptist Church,
|told last night's crowd that the
“tools of justice” must be used
to attzin the “day of freedom,
Sustice and equality.” He urged
‘“‘unity of Negroes” for ‘“we must
stick together and work {pgether
if we are to win. And we will
win in sundh}z up for our rights

. {as Americans. - 'H

Other speakers said the bus boy-
cott was not unything like the
“methods of the White citizens

is legal and constitutional.”

/

“It is not like the gKu Klux
in going to our es and

onhe speaker declared. .

——— [
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. YOUTH-RREED IN ‘BOYCOTT’ CASE .

H?eJ

: A Negro youth was acquitted in

B Recorder's Court today on a
charge of attemptipng to pull a Ne-
 gro woman off a' boycotted City
Lines Bus, and a Negro minister
later said during an interview,
““We are not asking an end to seg-
regation.”

Rev. M. L. King, pastor of the
Dexter Avenue Baptist Church,
. made the statement following the
acquitta! of Fred Daniel, 18, of
8 1646 Hall St., who appeared before

Judge John B. ,Scott on a disor-
derly conduct charge.

3 PATROLMAN TESTIFIES
¥ Patrolman Ralph Hammonds,
behind the South Jackson bus early

Yoo-7 Monday along with his partoer, C.
i 5 A, Wpaver, testified he saw a Ne-

=3 gro Yyoman sbout 50 years old
12 “running to catch the bus” at the

. ihtergpction of Thurman and Jack-
son ts.

*This boy grabbed her arm and
mapually pulled her off,”” Ham.
monds said. *“We placed him un-
der arrest and the woman said,
‘He's my color — I'll take care

lnm (X}

Ne(ro Atty. Fred D. Gray, whq
represented Daniel, asked Ham-
monds if he got the name and ad-
§ dress of the woman, Hammonds
said bhe didn’t.

Gray then introduced Leva G.
@ Percival, 1506 S. Hall St., and
S asked Hammonds .if she was the

@ woman alleged to have been pulled
PEF off the bus. The officer said she
2N looked like the one.

Leva Percival then took the
stand and testified, “I was not
about to-catch the bus. 1 was
going to the store on the corner
of Thurman and Hall. All 1 had
on a gown with a coat thrown
overyit."”

STORY CORROBORATED
"The woman further corroborated

Daniel’s story that he was mere-
ly “escorting” her across the
street.

The Percival woman also denied
Hammonds’ quote concerning,
“He's my color.”

*'] didn't say that,” she declared.
“] said, I'm not getting on this
bus and be hasn't done nothing
wronz.' ”

NOT ASKING END

The charge was dismissed.

Later, during an intervi in
Gray's law office, Rev. Kim} had
this to say afout the boycott {which
is now well Intq its third :

“We are pot asking an éad to
segregation. That’s a matter for
the Legislature and the courts. We
feel that we bave a plan Within
the law, All we are seeking is
justice and fair treatment in rid-
ing the buses. We don't kke the
idea of Negroes having to stand
when there are vacant seats. We
are demanding justice on that
]”m ”

Rev. King said the boycott gronp
was ready to meet with bus line
officials “any time we get an in-
vitation.”

The boycott will continue, he
said, “Until we gain concrete re-
mu‘"

NEW DRIVER CONTRACT

J. H. Bagley, manager of the
Montgomery City Lines Bus Co.,
announced last night his company
had agreed upon a new two-year
contract with ¢he union represent
ing the city bus drivers, thus ad-
verting any -possibility of a pre-
Christmas strike, The contract is
expected to be signed this,week.

Bagley said today the Lpycott
was “holding its own" wilh the
drop in Negro passengers sipying
around the 85 per cent level He
also said there was nothipg to a

.,—4..' h ‘

Negro Minister Denies Effort\ l
To End Segregation On Buses .

/o
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rumor that several of the buses
this morning were ‘unsegre-
!ted." ——— N
“It was just like it always was,”
he said. “T don't know bow that
got started.”
PAY HIKE IN PART

+ Under the terms of the new bus
| company and union contract, Bag-
‘ley said bus drivors will average
between $350 to $360 per month.
. The pew contract calls for a
- 4-cent hourly increase for the first
six months of the contract, 3 cents
an hour for the remaining 10
monthg of the contract. >
The Negro bus boycott grew out
of the arrest and conviction ef
Rosa Parks, a 42-year-old Ne,
seamstress who was fined $14
failing to move to a Jim Crow
seat on a city bus in violation[lof

O

i|a oiate segregation law.

1 Yagley declined to make an edli-
mijte of the decrease in gompahy’
! ipts as a result of the boycott.

‘1 He did say that Negroes comprised

some 70 per cent of the normal
trade and that business normally

bad, rainy days. On such days,
the drop in receipts runs from
$600 to $800, he said. .

AIR RIFLE PELLETS HIT BUS

Meanvhile, police said two air
rifle pellets struck a glass and
,the side of a bus traveling east
;on Mill Street just west of Cleye-
‘land Avenue yesterday.
| Bus driver W. D. Bates told offi-
cers the bus was empty at the
time and that he was unharmed.

Later, bus driver J. B. Gardner
ireported his bus was stoned twice
at the insersection of Union and
Colijmbus Streets, once at 8:50 p.m.
whep a rock broke a rear window
and; again about 10:10 p.m. when

falls off some 15 to 30 per cent on;

———— R
rocks. No one was hurt. (]

Bagley reiterated the statement
of the bus company’s atto; i
Jack Crenshaw, that the !
should seek to meet with city |Mfi-!
cials and not wait for an “A\vi-{
tation.” 1Y f

“If they don't like the law we,
have to operate under,” Crenshaw,;
said earlier, “then they should try
to get the law changed, not engage’

a sie glass wag broken by thrown

in an attack upon the company.”’
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Assletant Attorney Gene ral
Filliem p. Tompking Decenber 16, 1685

// Birector, FBI é{f
./)),,\J é} ") R / ﬁ @ fw
“.%ﬁdﬁﬁuL 81?&&?3@5 :

FGOMERY, ALABANA
”?ﬁ?ERQAL EE@URIS? <3

Beference 6o made %o my memorerdum daded
Decenber 14, 1835, enclosing fer She Deparimentd
Phetostads of newspaper artieles eonceraing she arrest
of & Fegre $rn Mentgemery, Alcbama, whe Pefused e
aocept an sesigned gead in dhe Hegre sectien of @
Jocal bue en Deoember I, 1858,

42 @ matier of further interead to the
Depariment, Bhere 9o enclosed Rerewith one Photostet
each ef dhree meowspeper arétcles which appeared ém
"fhe Alabema Journal,® Montgomery, Alabema,

December & erd ¥, 1958 and “fhe nwntgonary ddvertfeer, ®
Wontgemery, Adlebdama, pcocabor ¥y 1838,

dny further pertinent infermation obdagined

eoncerning $Ats wmatter will be transmitted %0 dhe
Department wishout deley.

4

Enol s (38)
ALL INFOREMTIGH EO!‘WAINED

HERERN 1S BHELE3: T
7('.%'% DATE % e By é(ac/vQ

Nicbols

. , "“’h‘ i —-—
Belmoat &5:,’ ’ o : -
Harbo 2 ' " 4\“{2,
Parscas e ey ¢ ot S e
Roses .- - w N

Temm [ - —
Sizoo e

Wincerrowd ‘ IECEIAED - BOVLDHY' ju e

Forriboda ﬂb j
6 8DEC &713*

Gandy




~ B R O - -

. Oﬂice Memargndum » UNITED STA'IQ_S GOVERNMENT
'VTA

TO : Director, FBI (100-135)  DATE: 12/21/55

\2&!'/!0" : SAC, Mobile (L44-00-A)
é&l '/'J; /d// 4)’)7 oNG /'/@_ﬂpoes 3 v&ued by
SUBJECT: RACIAL SITUATIORN eclassHy oa: AN

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

Reference is made to memorandum from the Bureau to the
Department dated 12/14/55 with reference to airtel from Mobile
' dated 12/7/55. c

ditional interest to the Bureau,

As of possibl

‘- Montgomery Police Department, ad-
T that he had no information relative
53 o the boycott at lMontgomery in addition to that which appeared
e &:1n the newspapers. Pertinent items appearing in the press have
JF« been previously forwarded to the Bureau.
(@]
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12/21/55

Director,

It is noted that the pastor at\the =é§%er Avenue
Baptist Church is the Reverend MARTIN L NG, one of the
principal colored spokesmen in the current boycott.

I am attaching hereto an item appearing in the Mobile
Press under date 12/19/55 captioned "SEEKS SOLUTION TO BUS BOYCOTT,"
wherein it is pointed out that a committee of eight white and
eight colored citizens would try again on an agreement to end the
bus boycott which began two weeks previously.

Per Bureau instructions, you will be kept advised of
any pertinent developments in this matter.

R | . -CO%FNTMI

Encl. (1)




SEEKS SOLUTION |
- TOBUS BOYCOIT

Committee Of 18 Meeting
Again In Montgomery - H

{ MONTGOMERY, Ala. —(AP)
”A committee of eight white am:lI
"eight colored citizens will try
again here Monday to agree on
terms for ending a bus boycott
_that began two weeks ago.

The committee, appointed by,
Mayor W. A. Gayle, failed to'
*come to terms at the first meet-;
2ing last Friday but agreed to
icontinue efforts Monday. i

e group had split on a reso-
lufipn urging postponement of
the{ boycott until Jan. 15. The.
whifte members all voted for the
. lution and all eight coler
!members voted agawnst it

Thousands of colored pe
'have refused to ride city bufls
|since Dec. 5 in protest to a th4
fine given a woman who refused
to move back into the rear of
1a bus as required by state law
and a city ordinance. Mayor
‘IGayle appointed the committee
to make recommendations to the
city commission on the terms
4demanded by colored leaders for
-jending the boycott.

At an earlier meeting with bus
company - officials, colored
spokesmen requested a seating
arrangement Jn buses based on
a “first come, first served” basis,
more courtesy on the part of bus
drivers to colored patrons and
the employment of colored bus
drivers on predominantly eol-
ored routes.

Bus officials refusdd to emplby

lorgd drivers. They said (he

ljed seating arrange t
was against the law, and

t t there had been no re-
cent Veports of discourtesy by
drivers toward colored patroms.

——
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THE MOBILE PRESS
MOBILE, ALABAMA
DECEMBER 19, 1955

Re: RACIAL SITUATION
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Classified by & Q’OL
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Reference is made $0 my memoranda dated
December 14 and 16, 1955, concerning the captioned matser,

In regard to the afore-mentioned boyeott, an

item appeared in the December 19, 1955, edition of *"The

Tolson
Boardman
Nschols
Belmoat
Harbo
Mohr
Parsoos

Rosen
Tamm
Sizoo

Vinterrowd ____
Tele. Room
Holloman
Gaady

Mobile Press™ stating that a comnnittee of eight white

agree on terms to end the boycott that began on

JAN4 1356 1955,
MAILED 30 | : ‘
y = IRER L .EEuy additional pertinent information received ., -

COMM — FBl {and eight eolored citizens will meet in an attomgt tob‘ 5 )
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in this matter will be furnished the Departzment promptly. Fan
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Letter to Assistant Attorney General
Williem F. Tompkins .

1 . . v - .

ATTENTIONR 8AC, HOBIEE: - . o ST, T

. . ‘g’ I SRR .
Reurlet December 21, 1955. - L
You should continue to alvise the Bureau of all
important developments in connection with the boycott of -
the Montgomery City Lines, Incorporated, by Negroes 1n
Montgomery.

-

o

»
« ot
.




i oottt it it e A . . . il Bt Sesta. Aadagp. e, - -

’ SYANDARD PORM 0O 84

: O N S
Ojﬁce Memomndum » UNITED STMQS GOVERNMENT

TO : Director, FBI (100-135) DATE: 12/28/55
\<2§mou : - SAC, Mobile (44=-00-A)
Mobile Mo
suBpECT: RACIAL SITUATION ' KAC ¢V

MONTGONERY, ALABAMA

P
TN °

Remylet 12/21/55 and previous correspondence re
f captioned matter.

R

As of possible further interest to the Bureau, I am
transmitting herewith the following newspaper items pertaining
to this matter:

%

il
-
;‘E_’
ki

l. Item appearing in Alabama Journal, Montgomery, Alabama,
under date of 12/17/55,"BUS BOYCOTT IS BEING AIRED."

®

2. JItem appearing in Montgomery Advertiser, Montgomery,

Alabama, under date 12720/55, "/AYOR's COM.ITTEE STALLS
IIi HUNT FOR TRANSIT TRUCE."

ol

3. Iter. appearing in Alabama Journal, Montgomery, Alabama,
12/22/55, "BUS HOLIDAY IS ANNOUNCED."

L. Advertisement appearing in the Advertiser-Journal,

Montgomery, Alabama, 12/25/55, captioned "TO THE MONTGOMERY .
PUBLIC" and signed by "THE NEGRO MINISTERS OF MONTGOMERY %

AND THEIr, CONGREGATIONS.™
B L3 a0 .
: ALL (RFOTH CTAINED
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Bus.BoycolL:;t-
Is Being Aired ©

National Official
Here To Seek Truce

A National City Unes official
stated that the bus lines must
operate under the authority of the
laws of the stae and the city in
regard to segregation, at a meet-
ing today at the Chamber of Cum-
merce offices in an attempt to
break a 13-dayold Negro boycott
of City Lines buses.

This meeting was presided over
by the City Commission and rep-
resented was labor, P-TA groups
and the Montgomery Improvement
' Association (Negro).

K. E. Trotten, of Chicago, vice
president of the National City
Lines, a nationwide organization
which holds the bus franchise here,
stated that it is up to the citizens
of Montgomery on how the decision
of segregation shall be determined.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Ma or W. A. Gayle staled *“I

t to see it (bus boycott) set-
Ll as s00n as possible.” -

yle said that he hoped ‘‘somye-
thigk could be worked out at tljis
meqling to satisfy both the white
snd¥colored.”

Following the address by Gayle,

the Rev. Thomas Thrasher, head
of the Alabama Human Reiations
Council, pointed out that he helped
arrange the meeting to serve as
go-between rather than take sides.
Dr. M. L. King, president of
the Montgomery Improvement As-
sociation, said the Rosa Parks’ m-

cident was not the cause for the

"boycott, but a culmination of a
series of incidents over a num-
ber of years.

He reiterated stand of toe Ne-
groes concerning the boycot: and
1epeated the three proposais to
end the boycott.

Jack Crenshaw, attorney for
the local bus company, com-
mented that the bus company must
-comply with state laws and the
{bus firm had no authority to
change the segregation act on
buses, .

Negro leaders said they don't
want to wipe out the Jim Crow
law, but merely want to change it
00 ghat neitfer Negroes nor whi
wotld have to stand when seat.

available, regardless of wha

on they are in They call
this” a “first come, first serve,”
‘policy, which was llat.ly refused
by the company.

~
[ -

K
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Re: RACIAL SITUATION
VONTGOMERY, ALA.
Mofile L4=-00-A
Bufile 100-135

ALABAMA JOURNAL
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SHARFTIEHANGES

Mayor’s Committee Stalls
In Hunt For Transit Truce

BY TOM JOHNSON

A mayor's committee formed
to study the Negro boycott of
Montgomery City Lines buses ad-
journed no nearer a solution yes-
terday after a two-hour meeting
whictl} featured several sharp ex-
cHangps between white and Ne-
gro thembers. No date was set
for af future meeting. -

Ppr. Henry Parker, committee

e -

o

" e

.Imeeting with *preconceived

B. /;-»—5 b

chairman, called a halt to
the meeting at 11:30 a.m. “on
the basis of the thinking' of com-
mittee members

Adjou~nment was barely staved
off an hour earher when Atty.
Luther Ingalls’ name was added
to the list of white members.

The Rev. M. L. King, pastor
of the Dexter Avenue Baptist
Church and spokesman for the
Negro Montgomery Improvement
Association, called for immediate

adjournment

“The mayor has been very un- All INFGQUFTM" PQQ'T{;M"
tair,” be said, “to add to the com- ~ Srae s S R
mittee without consulling us. He HF LR S
has not appointed a representa- .-Lfﬁ gv. [
tive committee of whites.”

He further charged the white DAIE y ;1,/) '3
members with coming to the

ideas’”’ and “minds already made
up " He moved for adjournment
Mrs Logan A. Hipp, ber voice
shaking, replied: *“l resent very
deeply the statement that we have
come here with preconceived,
ideas. I most certainly did not”i
Apother member, James

Bailly. said: T came’ berf pre. Re: RACIAL SITUATION
for li °
o Ry NONTGOMERY, ALA.
with¥ certain conditions. W havex Mofile 4L4-00-A
(See COMMITTRE, Page Bufile 100-135

MONTGOMERY ADVERTISER
MONTGOMERY, ALA.
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‘ Commltt% !
- - (Continued From Pagé 1) . '
- some whose minds are made up
und I think Rev. King is one of
them.”

King sald he did not mean all
members but insisted that some
of them held preconceived no-
tions.

At that point Chairman Parker
said to King impatiently: “If
that's true, then you should not
be here. Your stand has been|,
tmade clear.”

Ingall. said the mayor included
him on the commitiee but he was
t unable to attend the Saturday
meeting That, he said, might
have led to the misunderstanding
' A pew proposal was presented
by the Rev, Stanley Frazer, call-
ing for allocation of space on each
bus in proportion to “the average
patronage of each race.”

Once the allotted spaces were
filled, Frazer's proposal would al-
low either race to temporarily oc-
cupy seals in the adjoining sec-
tion, until they became needed.

This resolution was not voted
on, after Negro Atty. C. D. Lang-
ford said it would “put us right
back where we were,” with the
driver determining the seating.

As in previous meetings, the
Negro group, which gaid it re-
presents 50,000 persons, declined
to alter its demands for abolish-
ment of all reserv‘ed sections,
with seating on a first come,
first served basis. _

Walter Knabe, a city attorney,
said it was his belief this plan
.{would be illegal under the segre.
gation laws.

Negro Atty. F. D. Gray con-
tended the City Code does not
spell out the manner fn which
segregation shall be accomplished.
He said: , :

“Bus companies are left en-|!
tirely free to handle the prob!
lems of separation of the races|!
as they see fit, or, for that mat.| |
ter, not to segregate them at all.”

Whatever is decided, said K.
E. Totten, vice president of Na-

tiona] City Lines, the bus com.
pn‘r‘ﬂfx abide by the de .
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BusHohdar" " ‘
Is Announced | |

City Okoys Plaris
‘For. 3-Day Halt

The City Commission teday gave
Montgomery City Lines permis-
gion to halt service on all lines
on Dec. 25 and 26 and Jan. 1 “un-
less the existing boycott by Negro
passengers is sooner ended.”

And Mayor W. A. Gayle said the
present bus situation “may be
leading up to an increase in fares™
if a solution is not found. He add-
ed that negotiations toward the

ewal of the franchise held by .’
Cily Lines “are at a standstill.” !
1]
|

ter a unanimous vote for the | ! E H-qmn?'”" e "\!.i'
uced holiday service, A H LI,
sioners explained that *‘very . - - .
passengers”’ use buses during r'3 .
yearend holidays. e BT ~—---—
O¥FICIAL RETURNS HOME r e
The written request was signed f “‘_
by K. E. Totten of Chicago, vice
president of National City Lines
who has been in Montgomery for
a-week conferring with officials in
an effort to end the 18-day-old bor-
cott. ;
Totten left Montgomery late yes-
terday, apparently convinced he
could do nothing more to beln
end the boycott. A spokesm;n for
::: log;! czmparnr. a ?dbgidmvm t:.f Re: RACIAL SITUATION
cago firm,
agreed upon his departure to MONTGOMERYéoAkA'
“come back to Montgomery when- Mofile L4-00-
ever he was needed.” Bufile 100-135
The mayor also said today that
he had not receh;’ed a d:;port from
the 16inember bi-ra
bt%e hte« na:jned to inve:ticqteu'! ALABAMA g(I)'URﬁﬁB
veott] and recommend solutio v AMA
v hup bas met teice v DECEMBER 23, 1055

success.
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We, the Negro citizens of Montgomery, feel that the public has a right to know

our complaints and grievances which have resulted in the protest against the Mont-
gomery City Lines and our yefusal to ride city busses. We, therefore, set forth here

some of the many bitter experiences of our people, who have, at various times, been |
’ ’ ’a . . . °
pushed around, embarrassed, threatened, intimidated and abused in a manner that
has caused the meekest to rise in resentment: L ;
[ . o . o N . - . - ‘ ;
1. Courtesy: T o e e e s i oo e

threat of arrest, or other serious consequences. No regard for sex or age is considered in
exercising this authority by the bus operstor.

\ »

H . The bus operators have not been fair in this respect Negroes, old, young, men and women
m mothers with babes in their arms, sick, afflicted, pregnant women, must relinquish their m:

even to school children, if the bus is crowded. On lines serving predominantly Negro sections,
the ten front seats must remain vacant, even though no white passenger boards the bus. At
all times the Negro is asked to give up his seat, though there is not standing room in the back,
One white person, desiring a seat, will cause nine Negroes to relinguish their seats for the
accommodation of this one person. \

3’ ~Arrests: Numerous arrests have been made even though the person arrested is observing the policy as
S ———— : given us This year the following persons have been arrested dnd convicted, although they were
seated according to the policy given us by the bus company. They are Claudette Colvin, Alberta
“Coote’” Smith, and Mrs Rosa Parks Among others arrested at other times are Mrs. Viola
White, Miss Mary Wingfield, two children from New Jersey, and a Mr. Brooks, who was killed

by the policeman. ) . ] , -

. - ‘
- -servants are ri r i s \
4. Two Fares: My Jes et s g e e, e B o S
complained that on returning from work similar incidents have occurred necessitating the’ pi\~

e e T mpnt of doubft fares. . . . ‘. R . )

Re: RACIAL SITUATION ADVERTISER-JOURNAL
MONTGOMERY, ALA. o MONTGOMERY, ALA.
fofile 44-00-A DECEMBER 25, 1955

Bufile 100-135
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S. Passini Up
Passengers:
7. Physical Torture?

-

8. Acknowlcdggment:

9. Adjudication:

The Great Decision:

or getting 8 ride whenevor and wherever they con.

Q ) '

Pt v v e ’.:1*‘1’“~4';""T“‘;V”'c )

We understand thet correct shamge—should be glven the operator, but there are fim
s not possible. Several bus operatory hsve nﬁ:udtomkcd\anpobruzsenotnmdm;&
toputthemoﬁfornothavingﬁnonctmt.Ommoccwonafelk:w-pasunawpidﬂn
tare of mnxhpasmgertopmwnthﬂfmbolmpmoﬁ.,

-v'
e
-

- o~ )
i

One Negro mother, with two small children hhorum,p\nthemmehcfmntmtwhﬂoh
opened her purse for her fare. The driver ardered her to take the children the sest,
and without giving her the chance to place the children elsewhere, lunged the nhlco forward,
nusmg the small children fo be thrown into lht aisle of the bus. R '
. o G

Not all operators are guilty of fhese accusations. There are some who are most cordial and folorant
They will go to the extent of their authority to see that lushcc and fmr _play prevail. To those
we are gratefeul snd sympathetic. .

. v . . - s

N 4
Every effort has been used to get the bus company to remove the causes of these complaints.
Time and time again complaints have been istered with the bus company, the City Com-
mission and the manager of the bus comnyngommmaes of both sexes have conferred but to no
avail Protests have been filed with the mayor, but no improvement has been made.

In March we held a conference with the Manager of the Montgomary City Lines and madc a very
modest request: (1) that the bus company attorney meet with our attorneys and give an inter-
pretation to laws regulating passengers and, (2) that the poncy of the bus on seating be published
50 that all bus riders would be well-informed on the hcy the bus. To this doy this heg |
not been done.

Thcmamgernodtousﬂuclfycodoandlnfonmd,us that this is In the hands of every bus
driver. At this mesting, the arresting officers of the Claudette Colvin case were there along with |
the Police Commissioner. The bus operator, who caused the arrest of Chudem Colvin, was re-
quested to be present. But did not come.

A committee met with the Mayor and Assocutc Commissioners when the bus company requested

8 raise 1in fare. No protest was made against the raise, but only against seating and courteous
treatment of passengers. Nothing came of this and Negroes were treated worse after the increase
in bus fare than before.

P

\ . 1

The bus protest is not merely in protest of the arrest of Mrs Rosa Parks, but is the culmination
of a series of unpleasant incidents ovet a period of years. It is an upsurging of a ground swell
which has been going on for & long time. Our cup of tolerance has run over. Thousands of our
people, who have had unhappy experiences, prefer to walk rather than endure more. No better
evidence can be given than the fact that a large percent of the Negro bus riders are now walkjng

The duly elected representatives of the people havu the approval of the bus ridcn to pr‘unt

three proposals: ]

I
1. That assurance of more counesy be extended the bus-riders. That tho bus operators refrain

from name calling, abusive langusge and threats. 1

2. That the sasting of passengers will be on » "Fim-Comc First-Served” basis This mo{n:

. that the Negro passengers wil begin seating from the resr of the bus toward the front and

white passengers from the front toward the rear until all ssats sre taken. Once seated, no
passenger will be compelled to relinquish his ssat to a member of ancther race when thers
is no availlable seat. When seats become vacant in the rear Negro passengers will voluntarily move
to these vacant ssats and by the same token white passengers will move to vacant seats In the
front of the bus. This will aliminate the problem of passengers beln? compelied to stand when
there are unoccupled seats. At no, time, on the basis of this proposal, will both races occupy the
same seat. We are convinced by .the opinions of cor_;_\ﬁetent legal wthormes that this proposal
does not necessitate a charon?o In the clty, or state laws, proposal is not new in Ahbnma, for it
hu worked for s number of years In Mobils and many othcr Southern cities, i .

3. That Nogro bus drivers be employed on the bus lines serving predominately Negro nre‘s‘..

This is a fair request and ye ulnc;p thaf, men of good wiil, wlll rudlly accept It md admit
that It is fair, cp’

< . .
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1. Nen vislenco— c-‘-—l' . - ‘v—“-'

Nature of MOVOMGI‘I!: At no time have the pamcipams of this movement ndvocahd or nnﬂcipd-d viclence. We stand
s willing and ready to report and give any sssistance in exposing persons who resort 10 violencs.
This is 8 movement of passive resistance, depending on moral and spiritusl forces. We, the op-
pressed, have no hate in our hearts for the Oppressors, but we are, pevertheless, determined
to resist until the cause of justice triumphs. | P St - ..
- ~ €,

. . . - p 3:-‘ . . -

2. Coesrcion— N : ’ " ;* Fo
Therchasnotbeenmcocrciononthcpartofmyhodertobm emlolhyofftha
busses The rising tide of resentment has come to fruition, This rnemm has resulted in a vast

majonty of the pecple staying off the busus willingly .nd voluntar"y. . .
' 3 Arbitration— ° ST
We are willing to arbitrate. We feel that this can be done with men and women e’ good will.
However, we find it rather difficuit to arbitrate in good faith with those whose public pronounce-
. ments are ant»-N:?ro and whose only desire seems to be that of maintaining the status qua. We
- ol upon men good-will, who will be willing to treat this issue in the spirit of Him whose
birth we celebrate at this season, to meet with us. We stand for Christian teachings and the

cancepts of democracy far which men and women of al! races have fought and died.

o -
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THE NEGRO MINISTERS e T
. of Montgomery ’ .

- .ond ' B

| ' i . Their Congngatiom T,

- s -

' TH! METHODIST MINISTERIAL ALI.!ANC!, ' .o .
The Rev, J W. Hayes, President
| ' ' . THE IAPTIST MINISTERS: CONFERENCE — L
The Rev. H. H. Mubbard, President - v .

. g The Rev. R. D. Abemnsthy, Socnhly . - \

A 3
THE INTER-DENOMINATIONAL MINISTERIAL ALLIANCI
The Rev. L. Roy Bemnett, President .. 2
The Rev. J. C. Parker, Secretary . . ) LT .

i ,

- THE MONTGOMERY IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIA“ON SR
- Dr. M. L. King, Jr., President L o
The Rev. U, J. Fields, Secretary , - M4
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OﬂiCe Memo”mdum e UNITED ST,SéEs GOVERNMENT

¥ 0 Director, FBI (100-135) pate:  1/L/56

. \;ﬁrnou : SAC, Mobile (44-00-A)

., o RACIAL SITUATION

R . MONTGOMERY, ALA
Obﬁ/ >, A»QI‘{’A—FIbAﬁA AmonNG f/u?f\)obS .

& Re previous correspondence to Bureau and particularly

mylet 12/28/55 transmltting a number of newspaper clippings per-
taining to this situation at Montgomery, Alabama.

ister in Montgomery and leader in the bus
said he had been requested especially by

to uncover all the derogatory information he could abou 2/
He did not know the purpose of the investigation requested of hime [~

This is merely for the information of the Bureau and

-comments should be treated strictly confi en‘c.ial.i ¢~ él 7/
Elo' L bRy RECORDED - 30

S INDEXED-30  '® 6 JAN1955

<. L INFORMETION CONTANED
@ SJAN131955 pEREIN K oL 1’%@?
BNTE 22/ B dpzcletfel
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Oﬂice Memorindum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Graetz
w: : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-1125) DATE: 1/23/56 ‘

£:{  mow . sac, woBILE (44-00-A) AL INFOPMITION QS’ {TAMNED

0
supjecT: RACIAL SITUATION “Prc. ,’E"Efﬂ
. MONTGOMERY, ALA. ATE 322 /73

erenced letter ident

that on 1/11/56, received a

telephone call.

on 1/12/56, ?advised that the same
person who had called him at 3:35 p.m. on 1/11/56, called

twice again later that same ing very abusive
language again threatened w He added that in the
meantime he had called the Montgomery City PD and that during
two of the calls from the same person city detectives from the

PD were present and listened in on those two telephone calls.

On 1/13/56, magain contacted the
Montgomery Resident Agency and advised that during the previous
night vandals had put sugar in the gasoline tank of his auto-

mobile and had slashed and severely damaged two of his tires.
Again on the night of 1/13/56, 1_ﬁadvised that he
had received a telephone call from a person who asked him to

open the drapes of his front window and stand in front of the

w ing that he "had something" form
as advised to contact the Montg D

co 1s reat.

dvised on 1/12/56, that he had
received several letters, one of which contained insulting
remarks. He said that there were no threats expressed in any

of the letters and that most of them were complimentary. *

TR R TEEp

The foregoing information is furnished as a
matter of interest to the Bureau. oot
.‘ S _has been encouraged to report to 'ﬁ#
" this Bureau all incidents of a similar nature as the above.

. Bu (100-125) 7 ‘{ﬁf""/}'{:’ 'é/- 5
(3’ - Bureau - p\("gECO“DEDl

Lo liobile” (44-00-A ¢4 7 JAN 26 1956
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DIRECTOR, FBI 1/23/56

He is fully cognizant that the Bureau has no jurisdiction
in these matters, but desires to be kept abreast of all
developments in this situation.

———— A g = ————— - F N Away Tewe = mrem =T
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O]ﬁce Memoﬁmdum UNITED s*rAst GOVERNMENT

TO  : Director, FBI (100-135) DATE: 1/16/56
\dﬂou : SAC, Mobile (u.-oo-A)

SUBJECT: RACIAL SITUATION
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA /4 6/ 13ti0n NG // cepocs

a&y)/ Remylet 12/21/55.

A news article in the Alabama Journal, Montgomery,
Ala., 1/9/56 related that a top-level meeting on the bus
boycott was scheduled at City Hall in Montgomery for the

same afternoon, and that City Commiseion and Negro
leaders would meet and discuss the ®seating arxap#ement.® /
ING, é b=

Negro delagates Were, expected to be Rev. M. L
|¢’ pasor of,Dexter enue Baptist Church; Attorney_EBED D.
’,Gﬁigf Rev. R. ABER » pastor of'First Baptist Church
(Negro); Rev. A. LSON, pastor of Holt Street Baptist
Church, “and othersg." )3

}cML—

The 1/10/56 issue of the Montgomery Advertiser
related that Mayor W. A. GAYLE announceﬁ that at the above
\Q conference, no decisions or agreements were reached.

The 1/10/56 edition of the Hontéomery Iﬂieftiser
arried a feature article on the editoria n c
was described the activities of Rev. ROBERT S#/ GRAETZ, white
ypastor of the Trinity Lutheran Church, which is an ali-Negro
congregation. This article related that GRAETZ was a leader
in the bus boycott, being in charge of the ®transportation
committee,® for a time, and organizer of the extensive
fleet of volunteer passenger cars which daily pick up Negro
people and transport them to their employment, and home
again. The article, which afpeared to be the result of

an interview with GRAETZ, related that a fleet of 250 to 350
cars operated daily, at an expense of $200 per day, which d/
money is raised through voluntary contributions, some from )
cities other than Montgomery. . PY ~)

In the article, GRAETZ purports to relate that <j‘
on 12/19/55, he picked ug a load of Negro passengers in
his own private automobile, the passengers boarding by a
regular parking place on Monroe Street in Montgomery, next "’
to a taxi zone. One block away, he was stopped by Sheriff
MAC SIM BUTLER of Montgomery County, who accused GRAET%sﬁ
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Director, FBI 1/16/56

picking up passengers in a taxi zone, and “ordered GRAETZ
to follow him to the county jail."” After being lectured on
"religion, politics, and patriotism,"” by a deputy sheriff,
and after BUTLER failed in an alleged attempt to have
GRAETZ charged with running a taxi and hauling Negro
passengers in violation of segregation laws, GRAETZ was
released without charge.

On 1/10/56, called the Montgomery RA
and stated that he had Jus ed a telephone call from
an unidentified male perso sed profane and abusive
language, and who said to "You'd better leave town,
or else.® He said it a red tO be a local call, originating
in Montgomery. sked if this were a violation
of a Federal law, \ 1d that it was not. He was
advised that it might be a violation of a State or City law,
and should properly eported to the PD or 80, or the
County Solicitor. s requested to keep this
Office advised of any fur evelopments indicating
possible violence, and promised that he would.

In a casual conversation on 1/9/56,”
errmer Special Assistant U. S. Atto » of
a., Montgomery, advised SA mthat there is

a law of the State of Ala. wh WO Oor more
persons from conspiring to boycott any private business
in Ala.

. e - W Wt e epmm A e e e T
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dssistant Attorney General Fedruary 1, 1956
Filltam F. Tompkins

RN < ALLINFORMATION ra*rrmm

NP
%5?%;?‘:’{:’8‘" “EREN Lui.. u-l It.

FBI File 100-135 DATE_3/22/23  BY

Reference ts made to my previous memorands
ooncerning the boycott of the Kontgemery cuy Buc Lines
by Negroes in Montgomery, Alabama.

As o matter of additional intersst oui' Mobile

fce has advised thot

who have tampered with his automodile,
has advised our Mobile Office that he ha
several letters one of which contatned itnsuliing remarkis -
He 8atd there were mo shreats expressed In any of the
letters and that most of them were oomplimentary.

”u codpnizant that the Burecu has
no jurisdiction in these mattiers and has been in contact
with the Montgomery Police Depariment concerning the

above itnctdentes. M(
o Y}

cc - Mobile (44-00-A For Information) ' tQ

Ftu addition $o recetving
threatening telephone calla has deen harassed by wandals

Tele. Room
Ilollo--
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ERY \? % 1S @mswmﬁg HONTGONERY IHPROVE
|| assocIaT10g AND PRINCIPAL LEADER OF THE WEGRO BUS BOYCOTS
HOUSE @ccuipmﬁ BY THREE masws » BUT HONE wm% AS susr - -
'DID ONLY SLIGHT DAMAGE TO PORCH AND ‘WINDOWS, CHIEF OF Poucz.
| GOODWYN REIPPENTHAL, ADVISED THAT nosrcmw PD xmsucann
| AND HAS ASCERTAINED THAT BOMB WAS ONE OR ONE NALF STICK oF O

wmmr{ DETONATED BY SAFETY FUSE. MO SUSPECTS DEVELG
}; AT TEN rxrw P Mo SAME DATE,
D secrivid THREATING TELEPHONE CALL FROH |
| UNKNOUN PERSON WARNING HIY 10 cz'r cun.mu:v ouT OF aous:.

| poL1cE nmam}:ur SUMMONED nr—aanm:n QUICKLY,

aum:w WILL ns m‘r ADVISED EOREE BECOBDE““"{E 5
X . C Ak _‘:«f." Y7 lr‘DtXEB 3 ; .f:,
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2 Assistant Attorney Oenersl 46 February 1, 1956
J’}k ) ' illiam P, tmpkinl . ‘
) Dirocter nx .
mﬁr%‘m'umm" ALL INFO?:2 7oy ammw
¥BI File 160-35 HEPEI } e i i
 DNTE 33 sdlefpel
Referencs is made to my prcﬁm i

relative to the doycott of the duses by logron in Montgomery,
Aladbama.

Por your additional inf tion in this rogard.
the following data has been received from nevs rzn
snanating from radic and television stations in tgonery.

At 9130 p.m. on January 30, 1956, a bomb exploded
on the front porch of Reverend Martia L. King, 309 South
Jackeson 8treet, Montgomery, president of ths flontgomry
Impr ent Association and one of the leaders of the
above boycott. This house was occ giod by three persons, -t
none of vhom were ured. The bomb d4id enly slight dumgo
> to tho porch and ows of the house. - \

~< £ Goolwyn Reippenthal, Chief of Police, Montgomery,
vised that the Montgomery Police Department is investigating

-thls Ratter and has ascertained that bomb consisted of

.\ono stick or one half of a stick of dynamite and had been

> detonated by @ safety ruu. He stated that no ltupocts had
E|> been developed. _ ;

C 2labys
YL cﬂ .

ot

ning him to .:. hi ¢~
s
;;:apolgco arpived quic ‘.attor

hav been summoned by Rever I é g o turthor cidept
. resulted j?n this regard. - 1 > w
" Dsg,, - FOEAiD-0r20M S \{

T 8

&

4 bt additional pegjinent on whtch may

_ obtu vith regard to m :boﬁ%ﬁﬁgo aspily \

= éi (33/ guzht t.o your attontion. N e > \/
lcud—- 3 ’f 73 o’ \ f

2cc 00 sisunt Attorncy General . A &~

EE:-——— a:rrcn Olnoy ﬂ/ﬂi@ ‘j-‘> \y
ke S
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Pesow ——  NOTE ON YELLOW: O ' /
pu— \ WWW ,
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- . - C cc - Mr. iiGowan Room 4260
g Mr

Assistant Attorney General & February 3, 1956
Wiliian F, Tompkins !

Director, FBI

ALL INFO'T."Y CONTAINED

LV LR e -
oA awe  HERE Ly Lolofidy -
I File 100-135-61 DATE L%-'; BY acé/c' -

{ o&ﬁ — //d .
Reference is made to my memorandum dated
Pebruary 1, 1956, eoncerning the bombing of the
hone of Heverend Kartin L. king, one of the leaders -
of the boycott of the city bus iinol in Montgoaery,
Alabama, For your additional informati
following dat

At 9:45 p.m. on Fedbruary 1, 1956, an
explosive device was detonated in the front yard of
E., D. Nixon, t&47 Clinton Avenus, Montigmnry, Alabama.
Nix.n, & leader in the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, is an officer of the
Vontgouwery Improvement Association, the organisatioa
which is directing the boycott of the hontgonor{
City busses by Negroes., At the time of the explosion,
there were no injuries and onl slight damage was
done to the fence in front of Wixon's home. %The
explosive device was similar to the charge which
exploded on the frcnt porch of the home of
Reverend Martin L. King.

The Montgzomery, Alabama, Police Department is
investigating this matter and no suspects have been
developed. ‘

.. @  Any additional pertinent information received ,

i this matter will be brought to your attention - ' :5555

sproaptly« +

S AT torne: € 3 &S0y,

- zcczo“a;libgant Attorney General e 3 o SOLk.Jt -

T € rred Ulney III : : -
A 4

Tesea____ - NOTE OM.-YELLOW: Original of teletype; mot gvailable

Berdmas __“.1- gt time of dictation.
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DIRECTOR, FBI " URGENT ¢
XraciaL SITYATION, MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, REMYTEL JAN. THIRTYONE
LAST,

g FORTYFIVESP. M. THIS DATE AN EXPLOSIVE DEVICE EXPLODED IN .
- - 3\ T
oy ERNT D _OF E. I1XON, SIX FO gvg% CLINTON AVE,,MONTGOMERY, WEA.
( = . :

’ MO MERY IMPROVEMENT.. m
ASSOCJATION,” ORGANIZATION WHICH IS MANAGING NEGRO BUS BOYCOTTT, ¥

MONTGOMERY, NO INJURIES, AND ONLY SLIGHT DAMAGE TO FENCE. -
-ADVISED THAT THE EXPLOSIVE DEVICE

WAS SIMILIAR TO THE CHARGE WHICH EXPLODED ON FRONT PORCH OF |
RESIDENCE.OF M, Lo KING AS IN RETEL., POLICE DEPARTMENT, |

MONTGOMERY INVESTIGATING, NO SUSPECTS., NO FUTHER DEVELOPEMENTS |

ADVISED THAT AT NINE

EITHER CASE, WILL FOLLOV AND KEEP BUREAU ADVISED, J |
g ratproeat sy aq ALLFORD |
END AND ACK PAS S ALLINFOR*ETR CONTAINED
wa 3-03 am of b1 wA g8 KEREWE IS o000 i -
WS o - DATE_Z22
Pl s . <
OC: MR DOSEN : -
AdBoSUSUTIPOR __ .

INVBHTIGATIVE DI “' 1{s) |
.t ..
; - -

lj“: - ERRY] TN 4 ' g.~:0r?0h :
B S o R A
2/, i “ﬁ& AR "7 17 res 7 1958 &
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. . FEDERAL BUREAU OF IRVESTIGATIOR

T 5 ‘ .
/f S, UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FBI MOBILE 2/1/56

Transmit fhe following Teletype nesaige \ T °H
DIRECTOR, FBI .,

) AIR-TEL (ATR/MATL)
RGIEAF LY pn T iyl p*f'/’np'

RACIAL SITUATION ’
... MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA
& Remyteletype to Bureau 1/31/56.
<

For the Bureau's information, attached are
news items appearing in the M _Advertiser,_ Montgomery.
Alabama, on 1/31 captioneg/MCITY OFFERS $500 REWARD IN
BOMBING," and NE INJURED “AFI ER BOMBING OF KING HOME.®

o A mean—

HALLFORD '
@- Bureau (AM)(Encl. 2) (100-135) mca
2 - Mobile (44-00-A

(o]
! %opiesmado
; oYy
cvic I It
H . ;?_T(‘:; C. ;‘}brst.
(Sec Bui-l: ;};2—1{.729.0) _
& ’<‘ ' v, Y MR . D
O MR BETMON® ‘4&' ;,' e ' v \

o Wj (Q RE@ORDED L \ero—x__g_;'; é/’/%
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o h ¥ 33' ! Lor
f(e PETE 342 33‘&' RV pselefel

5 O FEB’I#VQQE& Sent________M or”

Special Agent in Charge




,_(,filyﬁfferé;‘
X$500 Reward
In Bbmbing |

The Montgomery City Commis-

- gion last night offered a reward
of $500 for the capture and con-

viction of the persons :}:ﬁz&d |
the home of the Rev. M. \1ng, |
i Negro boycott leader. ’ k—t—&' |
} Mayor W. A. Gayle, speaking
for the City Commission said: All ' NMATINN ud
“We do not condone such acts 3 4_”2 ,‘g B‘ JNTI'JNED
s<gpe

of violence under any .conditions . : add
in oar community. ”{RE;;J i oA e
N 1] Ja'e - L‘J..:;

oThe persons who com
DATE 222/22 B

thit terrible crime should be ‘ o-
ishtd to the fullest extent of ghe
la

‘“We are asking the cooperation
of the entire community to find
the guity parties. We want any
details, however small they may
be, that may lead to the arres.

of the guilty parties. . MONTGOMERY ADVERTISER \
§ community o this 1and. of ovee MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA i

sr;o‘:xgl;nere bwe :u:rhe zirmll:l aé~- JANUARY 31, 1956

olence. We
?avorl of law [nnd arder. yar‘: FRONT PAGE
W fferi "

Y for the. arrest and. conviction of RE: RACIAL SITUATION
- the guilty parties. We are provide MONTGOMERY, ALA.

ing palice protection for Rev. Mofile Ibt&’ao' A

King \ind we hope that th} coms

munity{ will cooperate in ljirnishe !

ing ugl any facts that wills help “
to »olve this crime.” ’

Bufile 100-135
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v

7
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OF BOMBED HOME
ont windows of the home of the Rev. M. L. King, Negro boyéott
it 'was Bombed last night. It was believed a bhand grenade or a

isad or placed on the fronl! porch. The bomb shattered the front
vm the wall, and split a pillar on the porch.

(4l

@
None njared
l&f\ter Bonlbing 1
Of King Home . |

By JOE AZBELL 4
Advertiser City Editer -
A bomb tossed on the porch of
the home of the Rev. M. L. King,
Negro boycott leader, 309 S Jack-
e son St about 9:15 last night shat-
tered windows, ripped a hole th
the porch and cracked a porch
column No one was injured.
Neighbors reported that a light
colored automobile was seen at
the time of the explosion. It was
believed to have stopped in front
of the home as a man got out
and placed or tossed the bomb -
1 on the porch. ¢
Coretta King wife of the Bap-
tist minister, sald she was sitting
in the {ront room of the six-room
white trame dwelling a half block
from tte Ben Moore Hotel when
she 12ard footsteps and a thud
“like a brick hitting on the porch."\
She said she was talking with
the wife of Roscoe Wilhams, Mont.
gome.v electrician, and that they
feared the ‘“thud” might be
“somothing dangerous.” The two
women ducked through a side door
to the middle bedroom and went °
to a third room in the rear, As
they -eached the third room, they
said that they heard the explosion.
In the rear room also was the
Kings' seven and a half weeks old
haby, Vglanda Demset: . tetod-
Vana Pruitt, assistant state to: .
cologist, said be hn;egeved th;e bomb DVERTISER
to be either a hand grenade or a AMA
half stick of dynamite, , ?BASZ

HOLE IN CONCRETE «
The bomb hit on the south side
of ,the porch about two feet from * AST ROCKS

dlent "hore sbout a af iach  BUS BOYCOTT
p, four inches long and two ,
heswidell_:t-heﬁle-likeporgh . }
e o pwe "Rau{aL oITUATION
MONTGOMERY, ALA.
Mofile 44-00-A
Bufile 100-135
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\DRESSES NEGRO CROWD ™ 5. Bl Son, & |
£70 ‘Boveott Teader, addreises thy targe trowd that tormed vt e #ad deo snd mutic reem wm
3 §t. last- night after the house was bombed. He ild the Negroes of Dexter A Bap-
peaceful, and remember if I am stopped, this movement will ﬁm D veaue e ‘ i
are Fire Chief R. L. hmpl?y, ayor W. AA._ G"le, m, ;“ The house is about 15 feet from ;
T ’ the sidewalk and about 38 fest ‘
from the street. -4 n B |
{ A peighbor, Ernest Walters, 381
4 8 Jackson, said he saw a light
; colored car stop in fromt of ¢
the King house and then move ‘
| away in a “‘terrific burry.” Wal- |
) ters said he was walking up
£

- .

As a crowd of about 300 Negroes
gathered outside the house, the
- 21-year-old Rev. King, in a dra-

“peaceful.”

“We believe in law and order.
Don’'t get panicky. Don't do any-
thing panicky at all. Don’t get
your weapons He who lives by
the sword will perish by the sword,
Remember that §s what God said.
, We ace not advocating violence
' We want to love our enemjes. I

“want you to love our enemies. Be

good !¢ them. Loverthem and let

them inow you love them. I did

(See BOMBING, Page 2A) ‘ o

il &

Police Officer M. L. Wray points to the spot on the front porch
of the King home where a bomb hit last night exploding and shat- \
tering windows, a columa and ripping a mailbox from the wall. '
The bomb left a shallow hol+ about four inches long and two inches
wide. It was believed lo be a hand grenade or a half stick of .

e .

e e ——————— S T ———— T - £




start this boycott. 1 was aske3
you to serve as your spokes-
man. I want it to be known the
length and breadth of this Jand thar

(Centinued From Page 1)

if I am stopped this movement wil;
not stop. If I am stopped our
work will not stop. For what we
are doing is right. What we are
doing i= just And God is with us.”

As he finished his talk, the crowd
of Negroes cheered him, shouting
“Amen,” and “God bless you,
Brother King.”

Then Police Commissioner Clyde
C. Sellers addressed the group. A
few minutes before, he had told the
King couple inside their house that
bhe did not condone ‘‘such acts of
violence as this and 1 will cer-
tainly do everything in my power
to bring the guilty parties to court
and put them in prison.” He told
King that “I do not agree with

you in your beliefs, but I will do

everything within my power to
nd you against such acts

P@.ICE PROTECTION

e told the crowd the same a
added that he was providing *
:lice protection for the King fam-

y." .

Mayor W. A. Gayle, also on
‘the scene, told the group that *f
‘am for law and order and the
'entire white community is for law
and order and none of us condones
or believes in these sorts of acts
in any way. I am going to work
with my last breath if necessary
to find and convict the guilty
parties.”

A short distance away, Sherift
Mac Sim Butler was aiding 1n
the investigation. He said that he
was ‘‘opposed to such acts of vio-
lence and would furnish men and
equipment and anything else in
his power to help find the guilty
parties *’

The Rev. King \ddressed the
group mgain saying “go home and
slgep calm. Go home and dony:
wgrry Be calm as 1 and
fahily are. We are not hurt a
regmember that if anything h
pehs tc me, there will be oth
to takz my place.”” -

Bplﬁbing Of Negro Home

re.

not 9e required to stand If any
seals’ gre vacant,

But officials of the Montgomery | -
City Lines and the City Comm:s
sion have contended that such s}
plan would still violate state .
city segregation laws that separ

Negroes continue to sit from C
[}
s

'

ar toward the froot but woul

facilities be maintained for whit !

d Negroes.

A

rﬁnk. dressed in an overcoat|
n

group 1o “be calm and .Q\liet.

i not
‘t do anything that will
‘bneon{or justice, for God is with

$MINUTE SPEECH

suit, arrived home about
utes after the bombing.

that he bad just ret
m a Negro mass mee

He said he bad addressed that

walked up on the porch,
beAsa'l‘;aly asked what happened,
ed at the windows u_ld went

e where he met his wife.
Tify discussed the bombing in
a Sear room and then he retu
to the porch ‘to address tRe
'u‘owd. Standing there before Jpe,

p surrounded by four poige | mission would make no further

| grou 3 -
! Police Chief G. J. Ruppen
m'--ﬁﬁ Chief R. L. Lampley,
,Sellérs and Gayle, he spoke for
.bo’r::z ig:e of traffic moving up

; and down the street caused a huge | .

' lice were stationed at
‘mndstrp:et and High street to
! keep traffic off the street.
An Advertiser reporter quetsl-‘
tioned people in homes on bo
sides of Jackson street, and m:h“rl
one Negro besides Walters sai
he saw an autorfiobile. “The man
said he thought the car was &

i cab but he would ot gi

pame and disappeared in

wd. Police were attempting
|1ofate the Negro for further
1tails last night, - °

t| iDexter Aveuue Baptist Church, bas
i an for

tY First Baptist Church at Ripley been the main spokesm.

and Jefferson where some

oes met. " ;
“BE CALM AND QUIET”

boycotters since the movement be- |
gan Dac. § in protest to the segre-
gated seating facilities on city
buses. .

. The Negro minister was fined
310 in police court Satyrday on a
speeding charge. He denied going
.30 miles an hour in a 25-mile
gone and said his arrest was the
result of his activities jn the boy-

cott. .

NO FURTHER EFFORTS
His arrest followed an announce-
ent by Mayor W, A. Gayle who
id the three-member City Com-
ission was through *‘with wscz-

ooting'” around with the boycét-

.ters. The mayor said the com-

. efforts tp reach a compromise. *
Boycolt leaders, many of
ministers, have demanded t
seats on city buses be made avag-
le on a “first come, first serv@’
Aasis. They have suggested that

i
[
t

1

I
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vise at ke
ad heard similar informa Jron an untdensified souree,

/dayc tn conversction with numerous Negroes Ae had Aeard
N

" atote that he would prefer to see 100 Negroes
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dsststant Attorney General b
Villtas 7. foapkins Pedruary 9, 1956

Directer, FbIx

RACIAL SITUATION %4 CON M ok.e.
71 File 100a135-61 E '
w2t

The follewing tnformatfon Ras Deen received
{h"' an tnformnant who has Surnished reltabdle data $n
e past,

On Januory 23, 1956, $Ats thformant heard @
rumor Srom an unidentified source $o0 the effect that
Negroes tn the vicinity of Montgomery Aad purchased
almost the entire stook of firearns and onnunition Sren
dealers tn such geods tn Montgomery over she peried
of the past severacl weeks, UHe did net knew whether or
Rot this was done on on organtized basis er at SAe
direction of o Negre lecder.,

On Fedrusry 3, 1956, & source, whose reltabilisy
Aas mot pes been estcdlfshed Dut whe ts §n o peatsten $o
know of such matters, edvised thet during $Ae past seversl

hat many Negroes in the “tough”™ nerthern section of
Montgomery were arming themselves for en unspectfted
purpose., This source stated Ae 18 oersain shas $Ate
wos not being done at the direcotifon of any Negre ergantzc=
$ton known 80 Afm, HNe Sfurther stated $hat the leaders
of the Nontgomery Improvement Asseciatien, whickh grexp ‘Q
organtzed the Negro dus beycots In Nomntgomery, are \
snantmous tn sheir deltef that she ocasse of the l\«t& ’
minordsy tn the South would suffer grectly 1S 4uyo"* o

ytelence were to take plaoe regardless of.who dtarsed

the violence and regardless of who won the "bctﬁﬁ'

This source ocontinued that he Aas Aeard Revere gﬁa . |

King, offtotal of the Montgomery Iaprovement gﬁ om, j
killed t» Y |

oes take wp )
N

eir oppressora.
;OW

paastve resistgnce rother than see the Ne
orms and comatt aocts of wiolence agafnst

. RECORDED-
LD § -:: “la}

FEB 91956 [}
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Letter %o Adssistant Attorngy General
ltntcn I O fcnpﬂn S , Lo
ey A&; ' : ,"' T ) :
None of the above soxroes indfcated iic:t mif
had keard ¢J anypy orguntxcttel of hynu tl mtgoury -
which sdvosatesr wiolemceo - i LT

-

| dny uditiud porﬁult tn,foruﬁu .Mth
may be obtatned relotive So thie uttcr will bc ;naptl'
| Jorvarded $0 pong ‘
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Sud joeets RACIAL BITUAYICE
Wontgomery, Alcbams %QE:ON — Mobile

The fonoatuz“ufamﬂoa has been resetved
JSron @én taformcnt who Jumitshed reliadle dats éa
the poete

on Jenuary 23, 1956, this tafermcat Aeornd &
ruener from 8a saidentified seuree ¢o the efieot thad
Fogroes in the wicinity of Noatgomery had purehased
alnost the entire steok of Sirearns end ennanition frem
declers in such geods fmn Woaitgenery over the peried
of the past severmal weeks., Fe 41d ast Znow whether P
net this wce done on ¢n organized dasia or 6t ¢Ae _,
direction of & Fegre lecder, o

ot 107 Mnn ntdcu“{“d uurn.

om Fedruary 3, 1956, @ source, whese n.ﬂa"!tt’ "6\/
Mas net yet been estadlished ‘ui who 18 tn & poriston S0 -

Snow ¢f suok matters, aduvtesd Shat duriag the $ scverel

doys ta naocruuu vith RuURSFOUD Fegroee he hAecrd

SAct many Negroes (A the "tough” northera sectfon of

Montgomcry were armiag thenselves for en gaapectified

purpose. This seurce stcied Re 10 oeriaip sAad M9

was Rot Deing dome ot the direction of Fsgre erganisa~ \N\
tion rown to Aime HNe further stoted ¢ the Ilcdcrl k
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T + Director, FBI (100-13 . "Hl %
| }'pmu +  SAC, Mobile (u.-oo-A)iﬂ'é INFG” I"}N L‘tﬁ"‘m{ﬁ“& ﬁ xes

Fh 1
7 sumscr:  RACIAL SITUATION DATE S 7, z/ RAX B

9d e e

o STARGARD FoRM 30. 84

O]ﬁce Memomndum UNITED STATES Gogﬁ RNN

ft‘ [ ’ ,— .’

MONTGOMQBY -ALABAMA

Xt KACONY Mobile 3 |
@O ReM&obﬁe ztter to the Bureau, dated 1/ 3/;5‘42;5 ;1?; “

Referenced letter furnished i -

On 1/19/56,magain contacted the Montgomery
RA and advise een visited by person identifying

ng
on the evening
mn the near future. stated that
€ s business card, which reflected that he is a

advised on 1/21/56 that he had discussed

2 - thg above ipcd with a writer on th f the Montgomery
Advertiser, and said that
interested in t matter and requeste

ery much
to notify
him when and if ttee calls at his
reportedly told What he desired to bring new
photographers to e scene and interview membe

group
for as a news story in the paper. stated ,
] mahner did not indicate that his group
im any violent harm, but stated that nevertheless he
does ‘not intend to permit a number of -people into his house,

whose (nt.ent{;.ons toward him are not known. :He. that he

lans td hold them on the front porch until he has time to call
Mf the Police ent s0 that protection will
. ailable necessary. ed furthedt that he has
obtained and has ‘installed in 1vi :rqom ,microphone and

recording machine for the purpose of recording! gfatements made .
by members of this unidentified committee.

(@ - Bureau [100-135) b .- )
172 Mobile (44-00- £0030£ "‘\. e /36'J»/-—J

(3) baw LNDEXED-@E? 16 FEB 10 1956 /{%




Director, FBI (100-135) 1/30/56

No significant developments leading toward a settle-
ment of therus boycott have been reported recently. On the
other hand,”an article appearing in the 1/24/56 issue of the
Montgomery Advertiser reflected p#at members of the Montgomery
City Commission and Mayor W. \GAYLE of Montgomery, have stated
that they do not intend to have any more meetings with repre-
sentatives of the negro people in this matter. Mayor GAYLE wa$
quoted as saying that most of the white people of Montgomery do
not care whether or not the negroes ever ride the bus again.
Mayor GAYLE also indicated on this occasion that he had joined
the Central Alabama Citizens Council.
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o' RErmm Assietant Adttorney Gemeral
. ;%»-.550_35 ¥slltam F. Tompkine February 7, 1956
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';‘ Director, FBI T : g
N ALL INFOOPATECN COMTAIN |
TN me o, ERT B g ot ‘
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" FBI File 100-135-61 DME 22 [¢3 Y
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RBeference fs made deo ng previous eommunfoations |
relative $o the boycots eof olty busses $n Montgomery, |
Aladama, by Negroes. %

48 @ matter of further interesd, our Mobile
Fioe _Rhas advuised tha il S ST

4 (9

Shot & Cdommittee, med etherwise fdentified, was being
Sformed ¢0 propose & resolution requestin
to resign % dooording %o ]
committee exrpecied ¢0 0cll on him in $A¢ mear Juture.
of the "Montgomery Advertiser” who was very interested
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o
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On January 21, §956,Fuu Ae
» dfsoussed this matier with o mePdpapernan on $he otafS
. tn the sfiuation Ge o pot;cnﬁal news stery.

MM' 8lso tnformed that Ae has
obtatned Retailed in his living reom @ micropheone
end reocording machine to record amy stctements made by

members of the committes tn the event they vieit hts
ao-".j. B ‘- . 4

< - ¢ )

‘Our Mobile Offtoe has also advised that en
artiole appeartng in the January 2k, 1956, tasue of the
"Montgomery Advertiser® reflected that members of $he
Nonvgomery City Commtsston and Mayor ¥, 4., Gayle ¢
Montgomery have stated they de mot intend %0 have eny
more Beetings with represensatives of the Fegroes $a ,
$hies maiter. Mayor Gayle was quoted as saying that mosé
of the white people of Montgomery do mos cars whether
$he Negroes-ever ride the ottty busses again, AMayor Gayle

! 6lsd {ndicatgd on this eccaston ihat he had josned the

tdwe——  (Ceniral Alaboma Citizens Council.
Nschels i r’/‘ ,(3 "‘ BN Y
Peleomt —— 4ny addtttonal portiur‘ui data recetved in regard
Mok to this racial sttuction will Q;“fgrntqhoq‘.‘t}g Department
L, JE— . t 3 [ ans v i Lod e,
e oo 2t 1¥s e tant Attorney Generd
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3 As of possible interest td thé Bureau, attached

hereto is item appearing in the Montgomery Advertiser,

Montgomery, Alabama, on 2/1/56, entitled "Sellers Reports

Threats Made in Telephone Calls," and item appearing in

the Alabama Journal, Montgomery, on 2/2/56 entitled

"One of Five Plaintiffs Denies She Knew What She Was

Signing." (wv ,
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Orie Of Five Plaintiffs Denigs—
She Knew What She Was S:gmng

- By BUNNY HONICKER and JOE JONES
& One of the five Negro women who sign2d a federal suit yesterday aimed at endm
segregated travel in Montgomery and Alabima todzy informed Mayor W. A. Gayle tng
&, newsman that she “dign't know what 1 was sxvmng" and was withdrawing her
same from the suit. |,

¢=~—3“5 Negro Atty. Fred Gray sand latesthat the woman s statement was “far from

e———————————— " SR ———
S SShe bagw whal shp_was - OUT BUSE ‘the truth.
hg " Gray declared. %hue she was in the%mmw

I Jeannette Reese, of 1454 S. Holt yer's office, she said he asked her:
., a 64year-old housemaid, [#*What do you think about the

walked into the mayor's office !
Fabout 10:30 a.m. and gave this ac-
‘vount of the events leading up to
bher signing of the suit and of her
desire to withdraw her name:
SURPRISE VOICED
Her employer informed her to-
&y “she was surprised” at seeing
hernmeinthepaperuoneot
the plaintiffs in a suit against cit
ernment and police officia
with City Lines Bus Co.
“I'm surprised teo." the hauar-
d told her employer.
I don’t want nothing to do
with that mess.”
" Jeannette Beese said her hus-
$Sand, who is ill, received a tel-

call last night from an
party who erdered her |
1o get out of town. '

The woman said she never au-
lthoﬂzed Gray to enter her name
Jin a suit and never heard the
md *“guit” mentioned while she
“was In his office.

*“]1 went to Gray's office to take
some insurance papers,” she said.
- The woman said her husband's
sister had died and that, because
ber husband was ill, she went to
Gray’s office to straighten out the
matter of collecting on the policy

d held on ! rw

“Ydl;

buses?"’

“It looks awful,” I uid “It looks
like they could get together.” ~ |

She said Gray then asked her if
she thought she had received “fair,
treatment’” on the buses.

“1 told him ‘no’ that 1 had been
pushed around and passed up a lot
of tirnes,” she said. *“He asked

e if 1 would say that anywhere,

d 1 told him: ‘Sure, I'll say it
sijywhere that I didn't get (fair

atment.” And thcn he asked me

sign some papers. 1 didn’t kopw
what they were.

,*He asked me if T was surj| I
wanted to sign and 1 said: *Yesh,
|I"ll sign. They treat us like horses ’
iSo 1 hauled off and mgned. He
didn’t say anything about a suit "

Atty. Gray, contacted by- tele-
phone a short time later, sald the
woman had just left his office a
short time before and had made
no mention of wanting to with-
draw her name from the suit.
SAYS OFFICER CALLED !

“l do kncw that a cop called
her last night and told her he was
surprised at her signing the suit,”
Gray said. “And she, slong with
the others, have received sev-
eral threatening telephone calls.

“ ut she was in here this mofp-
ing and 1 asked ber if she sjjil
waljted to go through with
suill in view of the threats m

(See SEGREGATION, Page, 3:A.), |

Joo=l3 5= (/'/g
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Mont omery , Alabama
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against her. She said, ‘yeah’
,  “What she said later is far from
truth. She knew what aipe
pv signing,” Gray added. .
™~ [bray declined to identify the
-®ehp” who allegedly call«d
Eﬁnene Reese last night. He
ied that he was the one who
{drought up the bus situation.
Gray said “pressure’ evidently
bhad been brought to bear against
the woman to force her to with
draw her name
JUDGE 18 SILENT
Meanwhile, U. 8. District Court
udge Frank Johnson, asked to
t on whether such a with-
awal would have any effect oo
validity of the suit, said it
fwas not his policy to comment on
zch matters until the matter was

ormally presented before t&

!lemer an attorsey who |
“&ined o be quoted by pame, ejjii
§he women's withdrawal of hijr

would have no effect on (pe
mpooming litigation.

Meanwhile, defendants named in
‘the nm ineluding members of the
‘City ' Commission, this morning
were handed copies of the com-
plaints against them Jack Johm
son of the U. 5. district marshal’s
oifice delivered the documents.
+ Commissioner Clyde Sellers aaid
the commission had not had time
to study the charges but would
probably meet soon to discuss
them. The defendants are required
'to answer the charges within )
days. A

The suit names as detendann
Gayle, Commissioners Bellers

nk Parks individuafly i s

G.t: Ruppenthal, the Montg
#r} City Lines bus”cdmpany,
bub :!dv&:;e’;um r. Blake and,

" - )

’

’

thy City Commission, Police C:Er )
|
d

TEREE JUDGKS 10 SET :
drbodoval, court spokesman shld
today the case would™ BT Beurd
by a panel of three U. 8. judges,
1o be aamed by Judge J. C. Huteh-
eson Jr., chief judge, Fifth Circait
Court of Appeals, Houston, Tex.

Date of the hearing will depend
upon the trial schedules of the
three judges "selected, it was
Jearned It is not known whether
Frank M. Johnson, judge of' the
loeal court, will be inoluded on the
pandl,

Two of the live women filing
the complaint, Mary Louise Smith,
an? Claudette Colvin, havejbesn
cogvicted within the past of
segregation law violations.

e complaint asks that thq] court
lare unconstitutional those sec-
tions of the Alsbama code and
the city code which require separ-
ate facilities for whites and Ne-
groes on public vehicles.

1t also requests that city offl-
clals named in the suit be pre-
vented from “interfering with Ne-

‘groes, or using force, threats or

_other intimidation™ to compel them
‘to use segregated city buses.
The defendagts are charged with
depriving Nez?e s of their “righmy,
privilezes and immunities” ghd
with violating the 14th Amend-
ment to the U. S. Constitution in
seeking “to compel the plaitifts
snd other Negro citizens use
the das facilities.” .
estimated 90 per cent gl the
Nejjrozs have refused to ridé eity
since Dec. § In protest to
segregated seating facilities.
,TO ENFORCE LAWS
Mayor Gayle, speaking for the
City T mmission, declined to com-.
ment on the suit except to say
that the segregation lawg would
continue fo be enforced. Chief
Ruppenthal also declmed cdm-
- ‘l’ T4
ln ‘the suit, :tbe Negro \vomni
accuse Chief Ruppenthsl of *‘pun
ishing a numbeg of Negro citizenl
solely because of lheir insistence
nnder the Constitution fhat they
dfe entitled to use the Montgom-
City Lines buseg '!tbmt bO-
segregated.” - - .
¢ complaint syl Ne(rm vhp
e Leen using their private cars
mmporl Dus
Deing barassed dy and prod:

ecuted for minor vielationg “which
no. being enforced
ite people.” !
part of “their plan of intiiu-
difion,” the guit alleges, the
julémbers of the City Commission
i “publicly announced their affilia-
tion with the Central Alabama
White Citizens Council or some.
'similar pame.” !
" It was disclosed lnst week that
the three members of the City
Commission had joined the pro-
white Central Alabama Citizens
Council which ig pledged te main-
tain segregation by legal means.
' At the same time, Mayor Gayle
. announced thet the Clty Commis-
 gion was through °* ooting
around” with boycott leaders tnd
would make no further ctfom for
a compromise.

he suit was .filed by A
Blowder, Susie McDonald, J

R«.se Claudette Colvin
fatter, Q P. Colvin, and
ise Smith by her mhcr. Frark

gmimi O ».,..\wﬂL. ..‘L...
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AETER MONDAY BOMBING ——."

Commissioner hyde Sellers said
yesterday he received a series of
telephone calls from *‘anonymous
Negroes' threatening him and his
family with violence following the
bombing of the Rev. M L. King's
bome Monday night.

Se'lers said ne and his wife
“recognized the voices as belong-
ing to Nezroes " One caller said
lccordxrh Sellers, “The same

g is golng to happen to you
ﬂll‘ happened to King "

finnday night a  blast which}

ce said was eaused “by Gysa

mie focked the parsonage
ol the Rev. King. an ou!spoken
'leadex in the Negro boycott of
city Lines. There were no injuries.
f Commissioner Seilers sald be
}had ‘several” similar anonymohs
calls after he returned to his home
Moniay night following a pen@al

-*nvestigation of tbe bombing
"King's home.

ing periodic checks around
home and are also watching thtj
homes of the other two msembers!
of the City Commission, yor'
W A. Gayle and Com

fered a $500 reward vy for
,® soiution to the bombing. Mayor
‘Ghyle had posted ‘a sim

slpners officiaily conlirmed re-
rd in a resolutiqgn w
“strange and foreign acts™ such

[EE4O
‘lome

wurd. Yesterday the le-| gration

Sellers Reports Threats
Made In Telcphone Calls L e = s

as the bombhing will not
| tolerated.

Negroes have been refusing to
ride city buses bere since Dec 5
in protest to the segregated seat-
ing required by state and ecity
laws Boycott leaders have re-
quested that seats oe allotted go
» “first come, first served"

The bombing was the first
lence reported since the y
days of the protest movemdat
several shots were ﬁred at busq

W&'ﬂ!
appeal Trom 4i§ bpmb

home” to, Negro goxctalors. =
tried * M’?}uﬂ’ ' vie-
fenee i prom‘\sgﬂ I hrbt_unz
waﬁs to ' me, “there
‘dthers te- take my piace

Stite Sen Sam Engelhardt of

*!:Mlc.ﬁ County, president of fje
He added that pohce m l‘

af Alabama Citizens Coundfi,
auuun the $500 reward |-
tered' by his group tor a solutfpn
fo the bpmbing He said t8e coun
il Is ged to fight racial inte
g}'ttlon by legal means and *'we

Frank Parks. Ydeploré “this type of demonstra-
Meanwhile, the pro-wlﬂbé""&b hon.” -
tral Alabama Citizens 6" i The lkee members of the City

Compission are members of the
courtll. They reveales last week
that they had )oined the anti-inte-
organization after repeated
Oggotlalions with Negro (leaders
had Yaled to reach a solution,to
| boycott .

eafiwhile, the City Commi
uaed to grant a ‘hearing for|jn
pliqation to operdte a \jit
nsportation service ﬂled by a

. - - 4 e b ey e e e e e

g °“Pt°f Negroes - % , .-
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Oﬂice Memomndum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO Director, FBI DATR: 2/16/56

FROM 1 SAC i —ATT'N _INVESTIGATIVE DIVISION
v ’_MQbJ-lE- ﬁ"‘*ﬂ

SUBJECT: RACIAL INTEGRATION' f w,«/ ,

z'~L“ " As of possible interest to the Bureau, 'I am at-

taching hereto two copies of an item appearing in the Dothan
Eagle, Dothan, Alabama, under date of 2/6/56 captioned
"Segregation gigns Return to Waiting Rooms in Dale."™

~Enc. (2) ....msﬂﬁ}’/
kz ,= Burea

Mobite (44-bO-A)
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'gx:%p_k OF SHERIFF" ‘
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" Segregation Signs Return -
- To Waiting Rooms In Dale

OZARK ~— Signs segregating
white and Negro passengers at the
Atlantic Coast Line depot here now
bear the additional words “By Or-
ider of the Dale County Sheriff.”

ACL railroad officials here com-
plied with the recent. order from
the Interstate Commerce Commis-
sion eliminating segregation in in-
terstate transportation . including
depots and stations, and removed
the signs.

But a short time later, the signs
+bearing the sheriff’'s order were
replaced over the doors of the de-
pot

Sixeriﬂ Hoyt Searcy' said he had
' vowed to uphold the law when he
‘was elected to the office — and
ls:grezationisnﬁll,unAhbnma

w, N

“] will defend the county, state
and federal government in that
order,” he declared, adding “the
people of Dale County elected
me.”

*“] eonferred with (Circuit)

“

confirmed that segregation wa a;
still on the state statutes, I then
nailed’up the signs,” be said. He'
added the signs are going to stay'
up on the depot until he receives
a court order to remove them.

“My job isto keep peace,”
Searcy said, “and the quickest
way to cause trouble is permitting
both races to use the same waiting
room.”

According to Searcy, Ozark has
the best race relations of any city!
in the Southeast, but he said, it!
won’'t do to crowd them n the
same waiting room.

Mayor Douglas Brown agreed,
with Searcy that ‘There’s no race
trouble here. . . He added: “Seg-
regation temains in effect.”

ACL officials at the depot ha
“no comment.” But J. M. O'Brient
railroad detective, declared “We’re
worhnxnndertheruleso!theln
terstate Commerce Commission.” [

He observed, “It sasms-to be a
case of federal regulations confliet- '
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FBI -

Mr. Nease
Mr. W, r‘"rrowd_
Tde- Boom '

Transmit the follo}nq message via _AIRTEL

o AIRMATL Y X
(Priority or Method of Mailing)
R

= MONTGOMERY ALABAMA
Re Mobile airtel, 1/16/56.

RICHARD JONES, Agent of C 1th Detachment rhﬁt
Montgomery, Ala., furnished to SA on 2/10/56,
a copy of a circular letter which purports to set forth a : ’
transcript of a recording purporting to have been made of-a
secret meeting of the NAACP held in Miss. in Dec., 1954. The
‘// communication, which quotes the transcript is addressed "To.

n‘if Iy\*ﬁ"tqme (1g 4

All Members of the Central Alabama Citizen's Council.”™ The s,

full text of this transcript will be set forth in a report -«

on Ala. Citizens Council, IS-X, to be-submitted by Mobile f:

very 800 The ;purpose of this airtel is to advise the Bureau
at a the end of the communication which quotes the transcript,

is the following apparent request "The Grand Jury meets beginning

Mon., Feb. 13th. Before it can indict and bring to justice

those responsible for the boycott of the Bus Company, it will

need evidence. If you have any information relative to négro

GOON SQUAD activities, or other violence, or the names, dates

or places or any negro boycott meetings, please call LUTHER

INGALLS-~ Phone 3-4419: or your Solicitor, - Phone 6903."

It is noted that the last phone number is that of the State

of Ala. Circuit Seolicitor at Montgomery, who is a former

Bureau SA WILLIAM THETFORD.
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Reference is made to 1 momorandum of Fobnury 9, 1956
relative to rumors that Negroes the vieinity of Montgomery M&
purchased almost the entire stock of firearms and ammunition

from dealers in such goods in !lontgmry over the period of
the last several weeks,

Por your additional 1ntomtion inquiries at retail
stores selling firearms and ammunition in Montgomery have failed
to substantiate the above rumors, All individuals contacted in
this regard stated there has been no unusual increase in the
sale of firearms or ammunitiomn,

One of the sbove ¢ f

®
a somevwhat Inoreassed demand fer gunas een noted &m the ]
part of white patrons but no such increase was observed in eonnsetic
with Negro patrons, advised that he does not handle
handgem=s- and so inf he fnquiring customers,

ther vidual contacted concerning this matter,
S8ears Roebuck and Company, 135 Dexte
ontgamery, state re oon some increase in the sale eof shot

guns but said this inorease was apparently due to the mnting
season in Alabama and an increase in interest in hunting as a spor!
He sald he has not noticed that members of either the white or
Negro race have predominated in the increased sale eof shotguns,

Any additional pertinent informnuon vhich may be
obtained relative to this matter un bo pronptly forwarded to you
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Oﬁice Memorandum - vNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
O DIRECTOR, FBI patE: 2/10/56 ;
‘\inou ; SAC, MOBILE ,
SUBJECT: - RACIAL SITUATION ‘

MONTGOMERY, ALA.

ReMoAirtel to Bureau 2/6/56.

ReAirtel reports that a rumor from three
different sources, usually reliable, to the effect that
Negroes in Montgomery and vicinity were purchasing firearms
and ammunition at a sharply accelerated rate.

/Investigation on 2/7/56 at Montgomery resulted
in the conclusion that there is no foundation in fact for

this rumor. Specifically the following persons, representing .
retail establishments which sell firearms and ammunition,
all stated there has been no unusual increase in the sale
of firearms or ammunition.
Additional pertinent statements made by some
of the following are set forth after their names: <

stated that a somewhat increased

or hand guns had been noted by white rons but no
increase in demands by Negro patrons. said he does

Ay
SO 00000 Y

AN ,955'9 Sears, Roebuck
/iy vand Co., 135 .Dexter - tated there has been
§§ some increase in the s shotguns but said this increase

-1" was apparently due to the hunting season in Ala. and an

increase in interest in hunting as a sport. He said he has

not observed that either members of the white or Negro race [
have predominated in the increase in sale of shotguns.
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DIRECTOR, FBI .

The above list of establishments does not
represent all of the retail stores selling firearms and
ammunition in Montgomery. However it does represent all that
normally would cater to Negro customers, and is considered a
very representative number of such establishments.

No new information of value concerning the
racial situation in Montgomery has been reported from sources
other than the press, and all pertinent clippings have been
furnished to the Bureau.




RPN S S NP

R B e e K B st v

ALL INFORRL 5‘”@3
= 2%% ERE IS

éii’?; g2

05 @” Aesistent Ehief of Staff
<’ pepartment of the Army
The Pentagen
Yeshingten, B, @,

Abtentient

> Boover, Directer
reeu of Em%@&g@%%

BOWD S RER

Referemce is mmde 8o my memorandum ef Pedruary 9, 1956,
relative e rumome that Regroes in the vielinily of Montromery had
purchased almost the entire steck of firearms and ammunitiom

from dealers im sush geeds in MNontgomery ever the peried eof
ths last seversl weeks,

Por your edditional imformmtion inquiries at retall
ateres selling firearms and ammunition in Hontgomery have faifed
te substantiate the above rumors. All individuale contacted |
this regard stated thers has been no unusual imeresse is the |
sale of firearms or smwsunitien.

, _of the above tndiviauo .
. Y.

“' & Tolged ¢ ' D BANS AIYS: Bal DSar g“mt
.- part of wblto patm m no sush iuerouo wes oburnd in eorind:
' = yith Negre patrens, advised that he does not handle

gams? and go inf inquiring eustomers, {

Another iadividwm]l eontasted sencerning this matter,

ars Rogtuck and Cosmpany, 135 Doxtm-.
n some {nersase in the sale of shot-
Chols - gans but uld this lnornu wes & ently due to the hunting

i~ —geason in Alabama and an increase gn interest in hunting as & sport,
P To sald he has not noticed that mexders of efither the white or
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FEERUARY 21, 1956 URGENT
@ 8AC, MOBILE
i 77 — -  RACIAL BITUATION, mumomz, ALABAMA, WASHINGTON, D. C.,
| NEWSPAPERS FEERUARY NINETEEN, PIFTYSIX, INDICATE GRAND
JURY, MONTGOMERY, EAS INDICTED ONE INDIVIDUAL EEGARDING
BOYCOTT CITY BUSGES, MONTGOMERY, ADVIGE BY RETURN TEL
/ g RESULTS OF GRAND JURY ACTION AND KEEP BUREAU ADVISED
OF PERTINENT INFORMATION RE BOYCOTT ON CONTINUING BASIS,
HOOVER ‘

BUFILE 100-13561
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i \Oﬂice Memorandum + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

]

TO : Director, FBI (100-135-61) pate: 2/17/56
\énou : SAC,_lojad 439)
- - ACo
‘. SUBJECT: BAC
R MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA .
‘ S Mb‘rlle.u—_ 4 - - i = : A
———
/f)uL’ As of possible additional interest to the Bureau, I am
transmitting herewith two copies each of the following newspaper
items:

1. Item appearing in The Montgo Advertiser, Montgomery,
Alabama, 2/15/56, captioned Qljg SAYS BOYCOTT PART OF REVOLT e

)
BY OPPRESSED." i
) — (
2. Itent appearing in The Montgo Advertiser, Montgomery,
;.  Alabama, 2/15/56, captioned MACIRCUIT.JUDGE CITES POSSIBLE
| PENALTY FOR_CONVICTION.QN I=BOYCOTT LAWS," T
{‘X\/ _ e T Tt e K
' 3. TItem appearing in The Montgogery Advertiser, Montgomery,
Alabama, 2/15/56, captionWTORx OF THE BOYCOTT LAW,"
L. Item appearing in T labama Journal, Montgomery, Alabama,d ®
2/13/56, captioned JGRAND JURORS TOLD TO PRQBE LEGALITY OF
BUS BOYCOTI." T
5, Item appearing in Th€ Alabama Journal, Montgomery, Alabama
2/15/56, caption INDICTMENTS ANTICIPATED.BY. BUS BOYCQTT
m'" -——.-'-;» . —
sk \ ' ¢
, {
Bureau (100-135-61)(Encl. 10)
Mobile (L4L4-439) . LA~

o

am0ED-37" 2 !
REC w FEB 94 1956

-
r\'(\)“o 3

)00-1386 (= 94

ch : \\{?L"" o— A
\cc)\*(g by i8gp 2 ./T .\6‘
vﬁf@ﬁx ' {0 T
gy \/}q 7 C

\ %mwmn CONTAINED
N pxcwosURl K h s e __J
VIFEB 2816%8 ) ﬂAIE.’éz&_ﬁ‘{,{é 4 X

.- ————




KL

»ahm

DATtééZ/fé "

s

ON !Q CAGO VlSlT

King Says BoycbﬁTart
Of Revolt By Oppressed

CHICAGO, Feb. 14 (P—A leader
of the 10-week-old bus boycott by
Negroes in Montgomery, Ala., said

"ltoday the boycott is part of a world-

wide revolt of oppressed peoples.

“It's part of something that’s
happening all over the world,” said
the Rev. M. L. King Jr., 27-year-
old Negro Baptist minister.

“The oppressed peoples of the
world are rising up. They are re-
volting against colonialism, im-
perialism and other systems of op-

Be said this revolt was an appar-
ently spontaneous movement
throughout the world. He said he
did not gknow why it is occurring
at ths cular time.

The Rgv. Mr. King—in Chicago
for a gugst sermon last Sunday at
a Negro Church—gave his views at
a news conference arranged by a
family friend who said he wanted
to “give a cegment of the northern

press a chance to get an unbiased
account of what is goipg on in
Montgomery.” -

King, mnister of the Dexter
Ave. Baptist Church in Montgom-
ery, is president of the Montgom-
ery Improvement Assn. He said
the association was formed to di-
rect a boycott that began Déc. 5 in
protest against segregated seating
lr:qmred on bnses by state and clty

WS *

As of today, -King nld. only

about 10 Negroes a day ride buses |

in Montgomery. About 65 per cgnt |
of the bus company’s patrons were,
Negroes before Dec. 5, when Mrs.

Rosa Parks, a Negro seamstress,

was fined $14 for refusing to move
back to the Negro section of a bus.
King said this incident spapked a
“‘spontaneous’’ boycott by th cxty ]

Negroes.
“This is a movement of ve
resistance,” King said. * bhave

(See KING BAYS, Page 2A)
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- kept violence out of the picturo

‘bombs were intended to do any

'Klﬂg Speaks On Bovc()tt 7:

from our standpoint.”
“Two weeks ago small dynamite
bombs were thrown at the homes

(Ceantinzed Frem Page 1)

of King and another Negro leader.
King said he did not believe the

personal harm but were “‘a symbol
of intimidation "

“I'm wel] guarded everywhere I
go in Montgomety, by my friends,”
Kuing said *I asked the sheriff for
personal protection and that was
Senied ”

The Montgomery County grand
Jury yesterday began an investiga-
tion to determune if Negroes boy-
eotting the buses are part of a con-
spiracy violating the law.

*] don't doubt that they will in-
dict some of us,” King said.
CONFERENCE LOOMS

He said Alabama law prohibits
boycotts “without just cause” but
that Montgomery Negroes feel they
have just cause. °
- King said Htigation initiated by
the improvement association — a
federal suit challenging the consti-
tutionality of the segregated bus
seating laws, and an appeal of
Mrs. Parks’ fine—will take several
imonths and that “I am not sure
that the pESPTEWR want to con-
tinue the boycott that long."”

:He said Negro leaders will o

“’u

: | possibly ending the boycoit was

]

ferlhortlybdeddevbetha”h
call off the boycott pending court
decisions. The reason he gave for

thatcarpoolswmd:havebeenl'
ganized to replace the humm
cos* Negroes *'a jot of money.’

“Butevenﬂwededdetpgo

lanta. He said he would return to
Montgomery tomorrow night.

Gun Permit

Denied King '

The Rev. M.' L. King wh{! yes-
terday gave an interview the
bus boycott in Montgom u]
Chicago newspapermen, wal de-
nied a gun permit by tké Mont-
gomery County sheriff. *

However, the Rev. King re-|
ceived the assurances of Police].
Commissioner Clyde C. Sellerl."
Mayor W. A. Gayle and Sheriff
Mac Sim Butler that they would
do ‘“‘everything within_ their pow-
er” to protect him although they
disagreed with his views And his
actions.

A police car was left at his
home following a recent bombing
and Commissioner Sellers an.
nounced he would provide King
with “complete police protection.”

Despite King's statements that
a meeting is planned to discuss
ending the boycott, the minister |
denied lelling two mewspapermen |
that such a meeting was sched-
uled Jast Wednesday, -

The newspapermen on two np— ‘
arate occasions were told by
that the Montgomery Impr
ment Assn.’s executive
would discuss the possibility
ending the boycott at the W
day meeting. King later said the

Dewspapermen m 1 g uzdep
‘M m- .._ - e (v N :i\ -

e et e h e g = SRTWR VRS e e

- —— 1 7

Sammmowensl

R N et T



1 Organized boycotting of law-
ful businesses is against the law
und punishable by heavy fines or
stiff sentences, Circuit Judge Eu-
gene B. Carter advised, following
his charge to the grand jury this
week.

Persons convicted for unlaw-
ful boycotting are jubject to a sen-
itence of not more than six
months i{n the county jail and
fines of not more than $1,000 or

less than $100.
BE DIFFICULT
e Carter, observmz that .
tgomery County has seldom
been confronted with boycotts of
any kind in the past and never
with a boycott of city buses, said
enforcement of the law may be
difficult. He pointed out that the
law applies to situations where
persons are forced ts boycott busi-
ness organizations *involuntarily’
through leadership or conspiracy.
Simple failure to patronize a firm,
even among a gfoup, does not
constitute boycotting, he said.
However, persons responsible for
bcihng or prganizing resistance
a business operation may be
proaewted the judge added.
e Carter, who directed th
to investigate acts of boy
—emphasizing the curr
bust boycott—and determine vig
ol the law, cited Title 1
20 of Alabama Code of
vhich ruds in part as fol-

S

FERERN {3 UHCiA3

LATE /22751 BY

boyeottmg statute are set forth in
Title 14, Sect. 62 which reads as
follows:

“Any persons, firm, corpora-
tion, or associatior of persons vio-
lating any of the sections, shall,
on conviction, be punished by a
fine of not less than one hundred
dollars, nor more than one thou-
sand dollars and may also be im-
prisoned in the county jail or sen-
tenced to hard labar for the coun-
ty for not more than six months
for the first conviction, at the dis-
cretion of the court or judge fy-
ing the case; and on the
and every subsequent convi n.
at the dxscretxon of the
judge g the case; and on the
second and every subsequent con-
viction, in addition to the fine
which may be imposed, the con-
victed party must be sentenced

Circuit-Judge Cites Pos's'ib‘lel’enalt". - R
tFor Conviction On Anti-Boyeott Laws'| ..~

v

to bard lsbor for mot less than| - ..
three months nor more than six N
months, to be fixed by the judge

4

- - va e

P N I

e e

without a just cause
cfSET0roing so, enter into
combination,

“Two or more peuom vhoj

conspiracy, agrec-
ment, arrangement or understand-

or court trying the case.”

ing for the purpose of hindering,
1delaying, or preventing any other
persons, firms, corporation, or
association of persons from carry-
ing on any lawful bu:ineu. shall
be guilty of a misdemeanor.” -
OTHER PROVISIONS

Other provisions of the code rel-
ative to boycotting make unlawful
the following: “loitering er picket-
ing, printing or circulating notice
‘of boycott, using force -or threats
'against persons engaging in law-
ful occupation, maintaining black-
lists, attempt or threat to injure
or destroy property of another,
teaching, printing books ‘or pa-

::'{ts..o:r.grganizinz persons to boy-|. :
fPenalhel fop, violations of thel
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History Of The Boycott Llw
’I'r 18 now apparent that the present
. Montgomery County grand jury wil
consider indictment of the bus boycott
leaders. If indictments are returned,

presumably the defendants will be tried
under the state law governing “Boy-
cotting & Blacklisting” (Title 14, Chap-
ter 20, Bections 54-62, Code of 19540).

unconstitutional by the U.B. Bupreme
Court (the section forbidding picketing),
was passed in October, 1921, to meet a
labor crisis in Birmingham. Coal mine
urbances—including boycotts, dyna-
mitings and murders—had moved Gov.
Kilby to take firm measures. Troops had
been on duty in Jefferson County, but,
the governor said in his address to the
special seasion of the legislature which
convened Oct. 4, state criminal flaw
was fnadequate to cope with the sitpa-
tion. !
{

GO . KILBY'S proposal to ltrengthen!
the boycott law, as embodied in the
eriminal code of 1907, was not the Ehief.
reason for his calling the special ses-’
sion. In fact, the boycott amendment
was No. 13 in a list of 18 measures he
wanted passed. Of the boycott pro-

, Kilby told the legislature:

- 'The recent coal strikés in this state
developed the fact that our civil and
eriminal laws were inadequate to
promptly and properly deal! with the
conditions which existed just prior to
and after the strike was declared. It
was then discovered that by reason
of the inadequacy of the statutes of
this te relating to strikes, boycotts
and ®lacklisting, etc., that the civ
authgrities were unable to prev
or even check many wrongful
whicll inevitably led to the calling
the sirike and to the perpetration
many heinous crimes which attend

and followed the 2:'&0
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This law, part of which has been held

i

.

« tle leas than treason against the gov-

ECAUSE local authorities wers pov- |
weTem™to act With no laws %5 -WRck

them up, it was necessary o eall out
the militia, Kilby told the legislature. He
continued: : ! TE

A ]

While martial law was not absos’-
lutely declared, nor the eivil law ac-
tually suspended, the condition. of af-
fairs was so critical, so serious, that at |
times it appeared almost imperative
that martial law should be declared
in the coal mining districts of the
state . . . If the statutes of the state
had been adequate, and the civil au-
thorities had been able to . . . deal
with the . .. . labor trouble, much if.
not all of the great loss of life, pro
erty and enormous expenses or tK;
state would have been avoided.

Gov. Kilby spelled out his labor
philosophy, which sounds primftive in
these Taft-Hartley times. Basically, it
was 8 recognition of the worker’s “in-
alienable right” to work or not © work;
the employer's inalienable right to hire
‘and fire as he sees fit. '

KILBY said the tmuble In the coal |

mines was the work of “foreign agita-
tors” “attempting to promote socialism,
“which often results in anarchy.” Then
he got to the point: ’

A ognspiracy to starve or freese
. . .lor even an agreement ta do ‘
acts, the natural and probable result
of which is to cause great suffering
or ingpnvenience to the public, is lit-

emmen_t ..
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*
t-tough-with-labor amendment,
substantially the same law under
which bus boycott leaders may be indict-
€d, was passed. But, recalls Kilby's house
floor leader at the time, Dothan Atty.
Oscar L. Thompkins, not without a fight.
2] _xasealmost lynched in the process”
Thompkins said in a telephone interview
| yesterday. L
A few legisiators Oemouméed Kilbys
proposaleas “part of a nationwide pro-
gram to destroy organized labor”
Charged Rep. Harrison of Jefferson:
he Governor used every means in his
power to crush the miners' strike in
Jefferson County, then when he was
called on to arbitrate, decided every
point in favor of the coal operators.”
Rep. Partridge of Franklin spoke
against the bill, declaring that its ef-
fect would be to “bring the laboring
man to the thopping biock and lay his
_head on {t."

*

P. BENNERS of Jefferson kpoke
for the bill. He sald the bill was
aimed st labor agitators, and offered
this terse, if drastic, advice to labor
unions; “Hang your orators.”
Yesterday, former floor leader Thom-
kins ,.sald that he hadn’'t reread the
law helped pass in many years. In
fact, [he thought it had been dedjared
uncofstitutional. (Only parts f{have

'l .was intended for use against labor. 8it-

i
|
|
|

been.) However, he confirmed t it

]

0
l"\

uations like the Montgomery bus =
coit were not foreseen. | i

»
‘

* . -
TH! law, originally aimed at ers
and now brought to bear udmt non-
riders of city buses, says In part: :

Two or more persons who, without
& just cause or legal excuse for s0 do-
ing, enter into any combination, con-
spiracy, agreement, arrangement, or
understanding for the purpose of hin-
dering, delaying, or preventing any
other persons, firms, corporations . . .
from carrying on any lawful business

all be guillty of a misdemeanor.

Violatioh s declared s misdemea }. i
ith maximum punishment fixed s .
months in jafl or $1,000 fine, or bo f

—~—
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VO COURT CAN INTERFERE, JUDGE-GAYS:‘

Grand Jurors Told

ToProbe Legahty A
- Of Bus Boycott 5.\

By JO ANNE LUCCI

1t is up to the Montgomery Coun.
ty grand jury to determine whether
the local bus boycott is illegal,
Circuit Judge,Eugese Carter told
Jurors in his charge today,

“H it is illegal — and the grand
jury will have to decide — it must
be stoped,” the circuit judge said.

. He also told the jurors that “no
eourt whether it be federal court,
stafy court or city court, can inter-
ferd| with your investigation.” “You
are| the supreme finquisitorial
bod:l,” he emphasized.

PLEADS NEIGHBORLINESS

“Montgomery has been a city
that both races have had the

easure of living in. I say to both

lack and white, let's continye to
ﬂved as neighbors,” Judge Carter

“The doctrine of hate has no
place hers and particularly has no
place in our churches,” he told the

Jurors.

Judge Carter said be had done
some research on the term “boy-
cott” since it is something pew in
Montgomery.

He qud.ed the Supremc Court as

saying, in a New England case in
which the term “boycott’” was first
used in America, as saying the fol-
Jowing: {I'It seems strange that in
this day| and in this free country
try in which law inter-
little with the liberty of
the.indi idugl — it sbould be neces-

sary to announce from the bench
that every man may carry on his
businers as he pleases, may do
what he will with his own, so long
as he does nothing unlawful, and
acts with due regard to the rights
of others.

CONSPIRACY LAW CITED

Judge r told the grand jury
that au ties had established the
proposition that such pnlawful com-
munity of purpose entered fnto as
conspiracy meed not be prglen by
positive testimony. It must/be dé-
termined by the triers of fgpt from
the conduct of parties ql the
relative testimony,

A case was also cited in which
the court said “our decisions are 10
the effect that the right to con-
duct one’'s business without the
wrongful interference of others is a
valuable property right which
will be protected, if mecessary, by
injunctive process.”

In an Opelika case, the U. 8.
Supreme Court rules the courts are
competent to adjudge the acts men
de under color of a constitutional
right, such as that of freedom of
speech . . . and to determine wheth-
er the clnm right is limited by
other recognized powers, equally
precious to nunkmd the judge
pointed out. © -

“It is recognized under
stitutions, state and fed
8 person’s business is prop

Coo-

i“

(8ee GRAND JURY, Pag

’
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(Continued from Page 1-A)
if lawfully conducted is entitled o
protection from unlawful interfer-
enc®,” Judge Carter said.

“The essential icea of boycotting

. is a confederation, generally

secret, of many persons whose in.
tent is to injure another by pre-
venting any and all persons from
doing business with him, through
fear of incurring the displeasure,
persectution and vengence of the
conspirators,” the judge said in de-
fining the word ‘“‘boycott.”
ELABORATES ON LAW

Judge Carter pointed out that
where two or more persons com-
bine or conspire to commit a
crime, each is responsible for all
acts committed by the others in
the execution of the common de-
sign, if such acts are the natural
or probably consequence of the un-
lawful combination of undertaking.

In contemplation of law, the
act of each is the act of all, and
this liability extends to persons who
become parties to a conspiracy
after it is formed, the judge told
the jurors. i

“Justice should be dished out of
the same spoon, regardless of who

violates the law—whether he be|
doctor, lawyer, rich or powerful,” {

Judge Carter said.

“If anyone feels the laws are
wrongful, we have the courts to g6
to the settlement of differ-
encejl.”” he said.

Citpuit Solicitor W. F. Thetford
saidVAlabama law makes ici-
pation in an unlawful boycof} &
misdemeanor punishable by l{six
months in jail or a fine ofigoo He
said ‘anyone tsking' part if a¥ il-
legal boycoty is bubject to_prog
eNBon. < _ . _ .

fo? comment on what_ the ecity!
‘| might-baahle to do nmd

¢ ing about carrying concealed

. Clly afficials werent avallahle!

Jury found the boycott illegal.

Bus Solicitor Thetforti said the
jury could indict boycott leaders if
they had evidence of unlawful acts.
At the same time, henidthejury‘
couldn't compel Negroes to ride
the buses again.

The 18-man grand jury is ex-
pected to hear testimony the rest
of the week before making its re-&
port. Three Negroes were sum-
moned and the name of one was:
drawn from a hat with 17 white
jurors.” b
ISSUES WEAPONS WARNING I

Judge Carter also issued a warn- ;

weapons, which carries a $500 fine
in Montgomery County.
“Particularly at this time 1 think

that the law against carrying con-'
cealed weapons should be rigidly
enforced,” he said.

He also told the grand jury to
regulate the use of automobiles,
irwestigating cases of grivin{ while
i%xicated. reckless drivin)], lnil‘
¢:her infractions.
! - |He praised the grand jury sys-
tem and told the jurors of the evé-
lution of the jry, which he said is
‘democracy in action.”
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INTERVIEW GIVEN AT CHICAGO

Indictments Anticipated :
By Bus Boycott Leader

Eugene Carter in his charge to
!thc county grand jury , It was

1

“Rev. M. L. King Jr told Chicago
terday that he doesn't

B e Sy o learned that the jury, now in ses-

doubt that 1ontgemery County sion, has summoned several wit-

grand jury “will indict some of necces in connection with the boy-
us” for taking part in the 12-week- ;cott.
old Negro boycott of buses, Asso-,REPORT Dl}E THIS WEEK
ciated Press reported today §hzh§h’“'3 '; expected to report
And the young pastor of D exter.: As t;stheeeniture of the boycott,
Avenue Baptist Church also re- King told newsmen-
peated the statement that boycott “lt’l.part of something that's
leaders will confer shorly to de-_happenmg ;el:) «;\eroght; w‘:rlq.d ‘!’.h:
: _ ' oppresse; ples e world ar
cide whether to call off the boy against colonalism, imperialism
cott. ) ‘and other systems of oppression "
King, 27, in Chicago for a guest King said that a lack of money
sermon last Sunday, gave his views.is the reason the boycott may be
st athews conference arranged by lcoa.llg? r::fr"e?fg;o? p;':tep::"_“go; .l:
: fritnd who “tld fh:h ‘"":: Y hich have been organized to re-
, EIv4, & segment of the norinern piace buses, he said.
press a chance to get an unbiased ~ He gaid litigation from a suit
:N:lgnt of what is going on in filed in federal court here contest-
ontgomery. ing bus segregation may take a:
.An investigation of the boycot! Jong time. “I'am npot sure that
-as urged Monday by Circuit Judge the people will want to continue the
<= boycott that long.”

The minister claimed that gnly
about 10 Negroes a day ride b‘su
in Montgomery, AP reported.!|He
said the movement started ‘‘sgpn-
taneously” following the arrest of
|» Negro woman on the charge
of violation’ of sef egation laws.,
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SAYS PROTECTION DENIED ¥
h:telerring to acts of violence in
{ <

1 go in Montgomery, by my friends.
1 asked the gheriff for personal
protection and that was denied ”

King applied for a pistol permit
at the sheriff's office two weeks'
ago after a small bomb was ex-,
ploded at his home Sheriff Mac
Sim Butler said today the gun
permit was denied, but that he had
pledged to do “‘everything within
my power” to protect hinrt.

Police Commissioner Clyde Sel-
lers, following the explosion at
King's home, promised the Negro
*‘complete police protection.

Last week King denied having|
told two newsmen the possibility
of ending the boycoft would be
discussed at a meeting of the
Montgomery Improvement Assn.
After the meeting of the group, of
which he is president, he would
not reveal the agenda of the ses-

'

siap, and said he had been pnis-

unflerstood. . R
e boycott leader left ago

fol; Atlanta last night. He to

rdlurn to Montgomery tonight.” «

)
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Oﬁce Memomndum * UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO : Director, FBI (100-135-61) pate: 2/10/56
\eyxon s ile (44-439) b
L& SUBJECT: RAT:IH‘" SITUATION '

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

~ -
—

\ Attached hereto is an item appearing in the
?L Mont-omery Advertiser, Montgomery, Alabama, under date of - ,
r 2/2/56 captloned "5 Negroes Attack Segregation Laws in ‘
Federal Court.™

One copy of this newspaper item was forwarded
to the Bureau by routing slip dated 2/7/56.

- Bureau (Enc. 1)
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TRAVEL BARRIER CHALLENGED A ol ':"f\-

5N egroes Attacl < l

Segregation Laws & 3 '

g Y
ﬁz’;,‘»,‘.
tex -

&:‘ v-';'.;:
n rederal Lourt :=:5
, Co -z
. * ' By JOE AZBELL _ , . Ky
g Advertiser City Editor .. - . % fr
: Fiv: Montgomery Negro women yesterday filed a suit in the U.S. District Court - )
34l asking that the courts declare Alabama and Montgomery transportation segregation £ . 3
¥ law) unconstitutional. - . SN |
1| The suit, entered in the court at 12:45 p By Attys. Fred Gray and—Churles <\
mlu; ord, was filed by Aurelia S. Browder, Susie McDenald, Jeanette Reese, Claudette ==L |
v &vuzyy Ql,oixsecoslmmh;; ll-.‘xt-!:k . A judgment and decru t the defendants also violated _,"-" EE & ;
PP mith, ber father p:jvent the defendants from in 14th Amendment in seeki -r oo == |
.. R as  defendants were | {CDE With Negroes o using ford. | “f| compel the plaintifts a (=] |
BIEZd Mayor W. A Gayle. Commission- | L'Te8ts or other intimidation olipr Negro citizens to use ;
05 % er Clyde' s.ellers. ‘C issioner nslnx private transportation facill- facilities" fm:(lex- threats |
kS Frank Parks, individually and asftes. o oo [harassment. oo |
%¥LU2 the City Commission, Police Chiet|PROP B. mthe US. court ruled | (2, FPecifically accuses the de- Montgomery
4" % G. J. Ruppenthal, the Montgomery |, 10 the event - €0 fendants of a *‘conspiracy to inter- Advertiser

§ City Lines and bus drivers James|!he City and stale laws unconsti-|fere with the civil and eonstitu-f Montgomery, Ala. i
rate faciliies for Negroes and|eitizens ’ Front Page

B3 F Blake and Robert Cleere. tutional, it would knock out sepa- tional rights of the Negro |
BULKY DOCUMENY whites at bus and train depots S ;
.n:nb“zzs.“m document spe-{gng abolish segregation lines on u“: 2’:5“3 "c'; described | 2/2/56
t:A ’ﬁnal fudgment and de all buses, trains, streetcars and |.p,. . threats, violence.mintimi-' .
l} M . other vehicles. dation and hl!'l!mtl" i Re . RaCial
lat will declare and define the| N, -date has been set for a hear- o - \ Situation, Mont-
al rights of the parties in the liz on the suit which was filed arging that Negroes are Jr- 2

troversy. . " ing forth Tijsted when they fal to obsefje’ gomery, Ala.
2. A final judgment and decree |b, *oocines ',‘}m;m",om,”‘,dm’.{ regulstions of the state gpd|
that will declare Section 301, Title o “common questions of 'hws" ~which violate ir Bufile 100_13 5_61
48, Code of Alabama and Sections | g} fact” for the five Negro worfl- Wnstitutional rights,” the Negro
10 and 11 of fhe Montgomery City | of and other Negro citizens livigg Yomen accuse Ruppenthal and Mofile L4-439
Code, (ordering bus segregation), |yfl R others of *‘punishing a number of
oull and void. ) case will be heard in ¥ Negro citizens solely becanse of
3. A judgment and decree de-l@req judge court. The judges will lheir insistence under the Consti-
claring that the acts of the defend- i I |tution that they are entitled to
R ants in seeking to compel the i@l ¢ ot §i} | use the Montgomery City Lines
M plaintiffs and other Negro citi- k¥ buses without being segregated.” d
zens to use bus facilities by use JI The document states that Ne-
@l of threats, intimidation and ha- {Te in refraining from making ¢
rassment are in violation of thel  TY _ eluse of the transportation facili-
i14h Amendment to the UP. [fi i ) 1 ies “have suffered and continue
itution. court judges of the US. Court. [to guffer great losses and ‘nco
. A judgment and decree g-{ The bill of complaint Cblriv ences as the result of"
s

- ing the defendants from eh-[|that Negroes have been depriviid deglal to them of their rights

"7 foPcing the state and city statutes j|al their rights, privileges and aid facilities on an tmse
"asd ordinance on groinds .they |miunities under the 14th Ame basis without fear or -
are unconstitutional. , nt of the U.S. Constifution, Ty PR S
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triking at the City Commissiog,
tht document declares that Gay}t,

ers and Parks “are now sedf- lgisa ta.zesume the use of buses

ing to use” their office of govexh- oo 8 “non-segrezajed‘umw-
ment “to oppose” Negro citizens out fear of arrest. < e
and that they “are seeking:by The arrests of Mary Louise
threats and intimidation to deprive Smith on Oct 21, 1955, Rosa
plaintiffs and other Negro <citizens \Parks, Dec. 1, 1355, and Claudette
of their rights in the use and bene- Colvin, March 2, 1955, were set
fit of car pools and taxis and other forth with the fines of $9 and $14
privately operated transporta- for the Smith and Pu:ks women
tion facilities.” respectlvely and probation for the

The Negroes charge that these Sppith gurl. The Smith girl is
“acts” are intended to force the the Colvin girl is 16.
Negroes to resume the use of the . ﬂc"mgef:s'-;-y t.b: 5‘2;::::;:‘
e o agycgated basks. which Chief Ruppenthal entered
JThe city commissioners *ha with others in the enforcement of

blicly called upon and urg the state and local laws. .
white employers of Negroes w , The Negroes asked for a
are now providing them with hspeedy hearing” pand the
trnispomtion to and from woik dz:k“::" be advanced W u‘f
to tease doing so. The gaid de- ket
fendants as a part of their plan BOYCOTT VIOLENCE -
of intimidation publicly an| ! . The swt filed yesterday came

pounced their affiliation with the! almost two months after Negroes
Central rlabama White Citizens, | l@egag u‘ boycott of the Montgom-
Council or some similar name.”. cery Uiy Inee
They announced their “intentions’ High lights of the boycott "have

i i buses in
to harass persons providing trans- been shots fired at the )
portation to Negroes by causing Negro sections, and .the bombing

: f the bome of the Rev. M. L.
them to be stopped and questioned o
and their vehicles checked and ﬂhg- boycott leader, Mondgy
mined in detail to determipe night. D N - Lt
w'jether or not such persons nught ince Dec. 5, Negroes have

rijlden the city buses. Seve
tings have been held st va#i-
ous churches by Negroes in con-
nection with the boycott.
About two weeks ago, Mayor

bt| arrested and prosecuted fjr
ntjnor violations of laws and or@i-
nédnges which are not being én- |
forced against white persons . . .”

And that in numerous instances . :
they’ have already caused Negro ' g A Qayl; ;‘idmth‘tted&w c:g
drivers of taxicabs and Negro thomtx’nolss‘:? buat tl: " !.r‘le &id
drivers of other vehicles to be [ e Doyeo at “Negrees
not want better bus service.” He

questioned on how they have been
hauling passengers, where they
work and, where they obtain their \
gagoline or to be otherwise ha-
rassed ig various ways.”
REPRISALS CHARGED

“One purpose,” the document

said that “what Negroes want is
integration” and that ‘“we do pot
believe the majority of the white
people in Montgomery care wheth-
er Negroes ever ride the buses
again.” - .

clause also was placed In

charge;. ¥'has been to obtain in- bus franchise that states
formation for the purpose of the  / y Commission can discontin
aforesaid questioning by the police service H it becomes

fo ’he purpose of bringing pr : S )

suore upon employers to discharfje -

Nigro employes and otherwije

sy ’:l‘:" them to economic
They aflo state the Negrods de- ‘ { {

)
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Oﬂ‘ice Vemorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-135-61) DATE: 2/22/56
- I
/4{ FrOM :  SAC, MOBILE (44-439) :
&Vsunzcn RACIAL SITUATION .

MONT GOMEL ALABAMA
b
Herewith enclosed for the Bureau are two copies of
each of the follpwing newspaper clippings which may be of
interest"

'NEGRO ATTORNEY ARRESTED FOR UNLAWFUL PRACTICE.®™ ;;,/i
Alabama Journal, Febrizggé}ai 1956, page one. This article —_—

ReMotel to Bureau, 2/21/56.

reflects that FRED DAVID-GRAY, attorney and "top legal voice
in the Montgomery bus boytott cases,"™ was arrested on a Grand
Jury indictment charging him with unlawfully appearing as an
attorney for a person without being employed by that person,
in violation of Title 46, Section 55, Alabama State Code of

1940, The ime is a mlsdemeanor.
'§0YCOTT LEADERS REJECT COMPROMISE PROPOSALS™, A LA

Montgofiery Advertiser, February 21, 1956, page one. This -/ —— .
article mentions that a Grand Jury report today may bring

indictments Zgalnst many participants in the bus boycott

movement, and states that Negro leaders on February 20, 1956

rejected a compromise proposal for ending the "racial" bus

boycott. This article also summarizes several aspects of the

racial situation at Montgomery.
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tFine Of $500 -
Faced By Gray
10n Indictment

Federal Court Sujt -
To End Segregation
On Buses Involved
By BUNNY HONICKER -

the top legal voice in the Monts
gomery bus boycolt cases, was ar.
rested today oo a grand jury ine
dictment charging him with *‘us-
lawfully appearing as an attorpey™
for ‘a person without being em-
pluyed by that person.

The 25-yearold lawyer was
charged specifically with represent-
1ing Jeaneaita Reese of 1454 S. Holt
St., an elderly Negro bousemaid,
in a suit filed in federal court to
end segregated travel, witholt be-
ing employed by the woman.

Gray was arrested by Montgom-

ery County Sheriff’s Deputies
reer Lifford and James Yar-
and booked at county /ail
B 10:5 am. He was then
mugged” and fingerprinted by
eputy Allen A. Poindexter.
Asked for comment, Gray shook
his head and said he had nope.

Negro Atty. Fred David Gr:y. N
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i.ontgomery, Alabama
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US BOYCOTT LAWYER AWAITS BOND |

Negro Atty. Fred David Gray stares moodily out the win-
w 1 the front office of the county jail today as he awaits some-
e to come bail him out on a “harge of representing a person
without —havmg‘ been employed by that person He later was

released under' $300 .
. .
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authority from Jeaneatta M

and without being employed to _do
80” by the woman. T e

.|ASKS TO WITHDRAW , : ~-°

'n:edlymerthelu!tvuhlad,
the woman appeared in the of
fice of Mayor W. A.Glyhlndla
the presence of this reporter anl“.
the mayor madcastatementtoth&
effect that she didn't tuhu
what she was signing when she
signed her name to the suit. She
then said she wanted to vltb-
draw her mame. = ° >,
Gray demedtbewomsm

ment and said that *“she knew
perfecﬂywdlvhat;hewulim

-Gny. who received his hw
degree frem Western Reserve
University in Cleveland, Ohio, and
who is a membef of the Ala-
bama Bar Assn., had been clas-
sified as 4D by his draft beard

m 1948 until this month upoh (
claim that he was a “practi
minister.” This month,

d classified him 1-A. i

-
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ﬁny were turned down flatly by
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EVE OF JURY REPORT *

Boywtt Leaders Ré]ect

Compromlse Proposals

On the eve of a grand jury e
port that may bring indictments
against many participants in the
prousl movement, Negro leaders

last night, rejected a compromise
plan for endmz the racial bus
boycott here.

Terms agreed to yesterday by
Ibe Montgomery City Commission

the boycott-plagued bus ceom-

-

.

! ‘,-’
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b

bocomdertheumpromuepro—

Tbe Rev. Ralph D.: Abemt.by,
chairman of the negotisting com

mittee and pastor of the, Nezro
First Baptist Church, gave the
vote against accepting the mu
”’r’. h ‘- s z

The grand iwy "Yasbeen
ting the mass protest aga
gregation and is expected
e 3 f[mal report today.
ctmefits ~ mre éxpected ag
[some of the Negroes who have
pnrtxcxpated in the wholesale re-
fpsal -to n(k ‘Montgomery Cxty
Lines buses.

Several men prominently identi
fied with efforts to gettle the boy- .
coit conferred in the office of |}
Mayor W. A. Gayle yesterday|!
morning. Although they declined
to comment, it was learned they
agreed to the compromisé plan sub-

' mitted to the Neogres last night.

They included 1! three members'|
ofythe City Commission, repre-
sentatives of the bus caompany
and spokesmen for the Men of
‘| Montgomery, a civic organization
which volunteered to as me-
diator in the 11-week-old dispute.

The mass meeting at a Negro
Methodist church was closed to
pewsmen But it was announced
|later that the compromise had
Toeen voted down .

The seating arrangement offer
ed in the comprpmise was similar
to the plan rejected by boycott
leaders in previous attempts to
eud the .protest movement. ~
t Drawn up “within the frame-
! (See BOYCOTT, Page 2A) -
T

2 ctme e wBwn cmwwen'e

egroes at a mass meeting called

-__.
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liont gomery , Alabama
Date _R-2/-$6
Page /

Re: Aacipi StTvRTION
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seats in the front of, buses to be

(Continued From Page 1)

occupipd from the front to the
rear by whites and from the rear
toward the front by Negroes.
In addition, the bus driver would
e had authority to assign seats
mn|ghe unreserved section to mem-
s of either race “whenever the
dition exists that there is mo
pfobability of any additiona! white
passengers boarding a bus, or any

.

Py

Boycott Leaders Reject Comipromise 7

p
work of existing (segregation) |colored passengers as tbe case K W. Jones and J
laws,’ it called for the first 10 may be.” *°.

4. Other plans in the compromise
reserved for white persons and the tneluded courtesy from bus driv-
last 10 seats for Negroes. Remain-'ers “guaranteed all patrons,” snd

special buses solely for members
of each race i “hours.

peak
ing seats in the center would be| In addition, it sald “colored citi-

zens are mnred by the city com-
'missioners that there will be no
retaliation whatsoever resulting
from the bus boycolt."\” .

In a“prepared statement follow-
ing- the meeting, the Rev. Aber-
nathy sald Negroes would gain
practically no concessions under
the compromise proposa] and
“‘would have to return to the buses

increased rates besides. (Bus

tstolScentt:incetheboyeott
"Wehavewalkedforuweeh

'lin the cold and rain,” the Negro
minister said. “Now the weather

is warming up. Therefore, we
will walk on until some better
proposals are forthcoming “from
our city fathers.”

The Rev. Abernathy said, “The
protest is still on, and approx-
imately 50,000 Negroes have
s't:tl:d that they will continue to

called that the original request
of the Negroes asked for “court-
esy” from bus drivers; the “first
come, first served” seating ar-
rangement on buses, and the em-
ployment°of Negro drivers on bus

offiee~Sor—scveral weeks hvuti-
gating the boycott. Detectives

T

fdtes have been raised from 10[cott

'meminister'ldatementu-,

deom } WPt

vcelmonxtheseors

ing wviolation of Alabama’s rarely
used anti-boycoit law. .
Gray was charged with wn
lawful practice because of ‘s suit
e filed in US. District Oonn

in all public h-mspomtm.'l'he
suit was an outgrowth of the boy-

signed to_the court petition. The
Reese woman told Mayor Gayle in
the presence of two newspaper re-
porters that she didn't know
what she was
Gray was \
the suit in he Wwoman’s name
without her consent, sn offense
punishable in Alabama by a $500
fine and suspension
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Ge.ndy...__
RACIAL SITUATION, MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, REBUTEL TODAY,
STATE GRAND JURY, MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, ACCORDING TO PRES
REPORTS, EXPECTED TO COMPLETE TODAY INVESTIGATION RELATING
TO BUS BOYCOTT: NEWS REPORT REFLECTS ONE INDICTMENT ?}lm
AGAINST ATTORNEY FRED Do GRAY RETURNED SEVENTEENTH INSTANT v
CHARGING GRAY UNLAWFUL PRACTICE BECAUSE OF SUIT HE FILED
IN USDC, MONTGOMERY, SEEKING TO THROW OUT LAWS REQUIRING
SEGNEGATION IN PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION, ONE OF WOMEN IN
. wuosé‘mu}: HE FILED SUIT HAS DENIED KNOWING SHE KNEW WHAT
sm: w@ SIGNING, NEWS RELEASES CONCERNING GRAY-S
nmcng}u' BEING FORVARDED BUREAU. BUREAU WILL BE
IMEDIABELY NOTIFIED OF ANY INDICTMENTS BY GJ AS SO0N AS
€J REPORT IS RELEASED. o
' HALLFORD
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FECERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
U. S DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

- Q COMMUNICATIONS SECTION

. FEB 2;19:6

6-40 PM NPQ

2¢

2-21-36
oooURCENTo.o

Bsx};ﬁrlrganzn.
HALLFORD

END AND AcCK ioa THREZ TELS
VA SSSS7-42 PM OK FBI VA_BLV. Lt s FEg 23’1
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RACIAL SITUATION, MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA. REMOTEL TODAY. w £
inrormatIoN Just RECEIVED FroM (NI E N
W 7.7 FIFTEENTH CIRCUIT GJ HAS SUBMITTED £ % 3%
REPORTAR. RETURNED ELEVEN INDICTMENTS IN CONNECTION WITH § i;: rej
BUS. BOYZOTT NAMING ONE HUNDRED FIFTY DEFENDANTS. NAMES FEEANY

wxmuzwc,fmnmc ARRESTS. WARRANTS BEING DRAWN UP AT &5 FFN

PRES[NT rg}: AND ARRESTS TO BEGIN TOMORROV., BUREAU WILL = =5 |
22=

W © /100125 () - 9%




; O ":_“‘:‘m O ImESTGATn ;
¢ - - COMMUNICATIONS $ECTioN S
lll NFU \"nﬂﬂ CONTAINED  Fes 22 1955 V‘P "

;. BEREK £ z:,m%
& ngu Jls

2-50 PH

2-22-56 -
m )

WRGE n_g; obiLe Teletpe
UATION, MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, REWOTEL TO BURE

s, v, 17, G

e nzrunnzp ELEVEN TRUE BILLS ON FEB. TVENTYONE, LAST, CHARGING

ONE uuuam:n FIFTEEN DEFENDANTS VITH VIOLATION OF ALA. BOYCOTT C%M":
LAV, NOT ONE yuumu:n FIFTY AS STATED IN RE TEL. NE ADVISED % - ’
THAT ARRESTS "BEGAN TODAY BY SHERIFF-S OFFICERS OF aourcom:ar N
COUNTY AND THAT PERSONS ARRESTED UNDER ABOVE INDICTMENTS. e «©
INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING THUS FARu- DRe So Se-CASEAY, EXEC, '-';} s
SECTY., HOME MISSIONS BOARD, AME ZION CHURCR OF uom.n., B De —
Mg Tionat Assca. more Aovasucas Vocac
xxou, FORMER STATE.  PRESIDENT,T NAACP., REV. V. .’iv.;zrowzu.., )
‘h\wn.sou, pas R, HOLT STe BAPTIST CHURCH., nw

]
n RRY., REV, Re BERNATHY, PASTOR, FIRST BAPTIST cnuacu..

m:v. Re JAM}:\GLA?co,fnmscroa, ALAE"HEGRO BAPTIST czrm:as .
: S8

H s emzm:zzzuus:s:messssmsusem ;Ne, e
ki : \ 1 ,,
-2 R ARRON OFFMAN, PASTOR, SHILOK s‘g}igm‘s‘g URCH., ngu? LEVES,

e

-
.

“\-ﬂot;mn, rasron, SHILOH BAPTIST. quuxzcn.,(np:—‘n um, '\ - L-U?-
.. n/r ,Pnés’ig,};:’rz, CITIZENS_CLUB,_ nonrcom:av/ rd suua VILLIAM i 7
‘2 :\ TAME, 210N € cruua'cn., REV. V.WD&HE% ﬁé MW@ mé{nr
_ WOMEN=S pouncax. cmcw.. . t8r- /
et T .5 v HEC nc?fd, 1956

END PAGE ONE soee 0
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LOCAL NEVSPAPER CLIPPINGS BEING FORVARDED AS THEY ~ . ©

APPEAR, SOURCES OF INFORMATION, MONTGOMERY, COULD -~ 7.

FURNISH NO ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. BILLY THETFORD, CIRCUIT -

SOLICITOR AND FORMER BUREAU AGENT, STATED NO VIOLENCE

HAS OCCURRED OR IS EXPECTED CONNECTION VITH ARRESTS,
HALLFORD
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-\'f_ Oﬂice Memorandum - vNiTED sTATES GOVERNMENT

\po ¢ MR. L. V. BOARDMAN = gt~ pate:  2/23/56 -;m‘:':"“ ‘
N e
yROM ¢ A, ROS;!Q/ Gl 5248 pom é“_zf '
SUBJSCT: Qm -_— Mob//e, : | ?f.:"':'___
— Bellowns

Mr. Warren Olney called and stated he would
be obliged if either he or Caldwell was kept advised
of any of the developments tenight by telephone re-
garding the Montgamery, Alabama, situation, which ]
should be brought to hils attentlo He atated he assumed
that we might be getting reperts rran our office con-
cerning the matter,

I advised him that any items would be brought
to his attention as we have in the past.

i
-~

He is referring to the situation in Montgamery,
Alabama, involving the bus beycott on the part of Negroes.
It is noted that 115 individuals were indicted under
Alabama State law for engaging unlawfully in boycotting.
This whole situation arose when the buses refused to
recognize the request that the seats be made avallable.
on a first-come first-serve basis regardless of color.-

ACTION TAKEN
In view of the fact that this racial situation
is one being followed by Mr., Belmont's Division a I have

personally called hereon this matter and alerte m te ¢
Olney's comment, ‘ b

RECORDED.g 20=/38= L= TC

cc - Mr, Belmont 7 FEB 28 1956
Mr, Nichols :
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RACIAL SITUATION KEREIN Sy’ ot

MONTGOMERY, ALABANA

DATE 3 T3 fyc
*\,/’P- -

S Re Detroit airtel Pebruary 2%, 1956, esptiensd '~ ’°

. "Racon™’in which inf forth

7D You are instrusted to ascewt h established
o
This should ) u ew Yor

7 : and Detroit Offices promptly,

HOOVER
" D Bufile 100-135-61 ~_ o

£
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L
M
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ﬂz Enclosure to memo from Belmont to Boardman’datsd 2/29/56, 5
Boardmas . Same caption,“ 7 20w » . =
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Office. Memorandum - ovxitep states Government

o o Director, FBI Y pars: 2/2,/56 j
- \3FIOH ]
t < vy LBy
o MONTGQMERY, ALABAMA H[RE;“ < Loslserer g
Qf Remytel to Bureau 2/22/56. MI[ GL

[N

" As of possible further interest to the Bureau, I am -
transmitting herewith two copies each of the following news-
paper items: i

l. Alabama Joypnal, Montgomery, Alabama, dated 2/22/56
captionea NZGRO LZaDERS AMONG FIRST BROUGHT TO JAIL BY

D.A‘UI'I&S. \ L

2. ‘/ Vontgonery)fvertiser} Montgomery, Alabame, dated 2/22/56

captioned zPJTIES BEGINNING ROUNDJP FOR 115 CEHARGED IN
BOYCOTT." r' ,

3./ Montgomery hdvertiser, Montgomeq IMW s
captfone EXT OF JURY'S REFORT ON BUS BOYCOTT PROBE."

L. /Montgomery vertiser, Montgomery, Alabama, dated 2 22/56,
captloned ,‘AYOR BLOCKS FJTJRE TaLKS aBOUT BOYCOI‘T.

S. Alabama Jou_r al,_ | Mon$omrg Alabama, dated 2/23/56
captioned {1V, KING AwD ¢ 8 O’l_’HJj.'_BS BOOKED ON BOYCOTT WRITS."

6. Alabama Jouphal, Montgomery, Alabama, dated.2./23[56
captioned YbUS LINm FILuS Ral LY IN_SUI

7. Alabama Jouphal, Montgomery, Alabama, dated 2 2/23/56
captioned LGRD&WT 8Y NZZROES,."

3. alabama Journsl, Montgomery, Alahama, dated-2/23/56
captioned M0YCOTT AIDWWI&%L

- Bureau (Zncls. ?100-135-61)(4\!4)
- Mobile (L4-439)
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) v) 7o o
=Y \c,"* $)L Q:’

0MAR7 1056
124




et w0 s oA mm wo wo® BDARGHET

L ad

w5 W o

BEH:

Bus Line Files ||
Reply In Suit

Complying With E,,@w,

Cempany Says

An answer fo the federal mﬁt
that travel segregation be abol-
iched in Montgomery and Alabama
was filed by the Montgomery Citv
Bus Lines this morning im U. &
Distriet Court

The bus lines contended that jis
actions and issusace of rules, reg-
ulations and srders by it to the
drivers has been solely for the
purpose of complying with the Te-
guirements of the laws of ﬁa
bama, ordinances of the city and
the requirements of its franchise.

The suit aimed at ending segre-
gated travel en public conveyances
was filed by an sttormey for five
Negroes in U. 8. Distric Court here
Feb. 1. .

DENY CORNSPIRACY

Two bus drivers — also defend-

!

“lants in the suit — declared i a
¥} separate answer thet they denyy

that they individually are seeking
to enforce any rules and regula-
tions other than under orders from

"{their employer, the bus lines. The

{wo drivers are James F. Biske,
8nd Robert Cleere.

The bus lines furthe: stated in
their answer that they deny they
have conspired with anyone to
commit any unlawful or illegal act.

that the Montgomery - Bus Libes
has a8 excluqve franchise.
Yesterday city attorneys filed a!
motion to dismiss the federal euit.
The defendants in the suit are
the Montgomery City Commpission,
Police Chief G. J. Ruppenthal,
Montgomery Clty Bus Linet, and

the two bus

- . » 4

R S

T T

They also denied the charge|’

Prayer Meeﬁ'mg
To Be Held T@mg%%
Emhﬁmm thelr ée‘lermﬁasﬁm

in the face of meré than 75 arrests
fos illegal boycotting, Nem msy
cott leaders proclelmed tomerre
“Prayer-Pilgrimage Day.” and m—
dicated Negroes might converge =
the county courthouse while the do-
fendants are being arraigned.
Rev. R. D. Abernathy, pastor ef
the Negro First Baptist Church
and bead of the bus boycolters®

' megotisting commitiee, gaid be ex-

pecied “al Jeast 16,000" Jerso ns &
. gttend ®' pnyer‘meeunx at
church fonight. - .

He said it woddprohuybedn»
gided at lonight's meeting whether
Abe Negroes wouw ga!ber'at the
pourthouse. -

90 WALK TOMORROW .

Aanouncing the prayer - pﬂmm-
&ge day, Abernsthy sald evesy
“race-loving” Negro will shun afi
motor vehicles tomorrow and vmlk
7very where they ge. ’

= Seventy-three Negreoes m
faken into

' Abemmy.mdtbosenrrested.
| gaid in a statement last might that
“Negroes are et oa (rial bers,
But Monigomery Is oo trisl™
1,“lthnnAmericn‘aﬂ¢htw
protest sgainst

undemocratic '
inhuman practices,” Ahem&
mtumed "Yet beaule we @re

1
mgerymm-'
Herod v %

ig‘wmwwmﬁ
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Alabama Journal
rontgomery, Alabama

Date 2-23-SC
Page 7/
Re:

MONTGOMERY, ALA.

Mofile Ll-439
Bufile 100-135-61
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Boycott Nides |
Explain Sfand |

Arrested Leaders * |
Accorded Support

‘! By JO ANNE LUCOY
Aﬂerntchinzfocmnlhouui

- -

F
4
|
i
i

*1 just want to say 1 never in-
tend to ride the buses any more,”
Idessa Williams said. i

Her comment  started a chain | |
reaction among her companions.|;
[ Boon all were anxious to “tell|
the reporter how we feel.” * |
] “All the men that were pulled:
Jin this morning were only spesk-'’
ing for 50,000 Negroes. The people

Al ‘Lm Sat

are responsible,” Odallish Gar- . |again.
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“But you do want them {o
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Alabama Journal
liontgomery, Alabama
Date _ 2-23-5%
Page 249

Re: RACIAL SITUATION
MONTGOIZRY, ALA.

Mofile LL-}39 |
Bufile 100-135-61
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Officérs Near
tnd Of Arrests
On Indictments

- Negro Minister
Surrenders Self
At County Jail

Twe additions!'Negre mes hod

g

v AND JOE JONES
|, Rev. Martin Lutber King Jr..
leading spokesman in the Negro
Ibus boycolt, surrendered himself
‘st county jail todsy en a grand
|jury indictment and briefly as-
‘sumed the role of simply prisoner
-

bty
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(See BOYCOTT, Page $-A)

Date

A.labama J ou;rna'.l ‘
riontgomery, Alabamna
2-23-5%
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' (Contiane? Frem Page 1)
who signed King's $300 bond. The
Z27-year-old pastor of the Dexter
‘Avenue Baptist Chmirch for Negroes.,
will be arraigned in Circuit Court
at 9:30 am. tomorTow.
ARRANGES BAIL
After being ‘‘mugged” and finger-
; printed by City Palice 1t. D. H.
| Lackey, King arranged for his bail
! and only then asked, “What are
4 the charges?”

He was informed that he was
charged with vioiating Title M,
Section 54 of the Alsbama State
Code. Deputies told the boycott
spokesmen they were mot familiar
;ith the specific reading of the'

w. - :

Passed in 1921 to prevent labor
boycotts, the law in question makes

it illegal for “two or more per-
sons who, without a just cause or

el

1
t

Those arrested yesterday included

T
is
g
£
:
g

=%
£3
"33
.E
£
§
g

T
EE’
§

.

g

g
§28%
1=t
1

78,
4
i
g58
2
i
£

g
&
&g
4
g
§

i

§ogk
13
¥

: -

gg;g
1!
Es’

!

FOLSOM Iy NEWEMEN .
: Meanwhile, Bewapaper
‘editors and publishers were invit-
ed by Gov. James E. Folsom to &
tonference in kls office heve Fri-

day on racia] problems.

g

5:5‘3 EE
o

g
:

One Negro political figure, Rufus
Lewis, who is president of the Cit-
Jizen’s Club, voter organization,
gwu brought In for arrest er-

 The bhames, * ag . Uddresses

and oewpnﬂou"& arreated ]

‘l’m m:..} LI o gs;(":
Jimmie Gamble, 3§,

Air Force Bass warshouseman, $45

Bullock 8t. -
Arthur Murphy, §5, pastor, Qek

Street AMEZ

‘tvﬂ- i o~ P EX g .




LT ’c; m%? B, James Glaseo, 715
race, Durr Drug Co. employe. ‘Dersey 8¢, direcior, Msbama * The Rev. B, W, French, 88, pas-|.
3 The Rev. A W. . Wilgon, 58, 847 ?0 Bam m@ age pot dvﬂe- ‘iﬂ!’ o HEikesd.. LI RDE %’Q& E
W. Jefi Davis, pastor, Holt 8t. ¥ The Rev. B D Abernathy bod IR T Winniedt. & > ... |
Baptist Church. . 1927 §. Hall . pe + 3.1, loftie Varnet, #7, 819 Cleveland, |,
Thomas Gray, brother of Aftor- )58 pastor, First . 'gwaer, Lottie’s Beauty Show.) ©
ney Fred Gray, 3251 Mobile Dr., st Choreh. . - AndreyBeﬁe!.ang!ord.ﬁ.miw
empl:z: ggm Radio Bervice, cﬂgi;cﬂm. 86, teacher, Ca{| E. Grove, teacher, Montgomery].
age ven. - .- 'ver Behocl, 1507 . of Education, ' S
The Rev. J. H. Cherry. 52, 5i3 &Heﬂnuy.u.m& . Fragk Taylor, %5, 3300 Mebile]:
N. Ripley, pastor, Snow anta Life ag /Rd, employe af Bonbessn
e Zion and Ramer Seek and Fal- A by Insurance Co. 1307 'Clesmers. ' -\"é“%i::,;; {
low Churches. . Tuttle 8. . | | Tom Parks, 82, Winfleld,
The Rev. Siveria Heard, 57, 815 Ross Parks, @, seamstress employe of Swift Packing Co. * - ;
A@gﬁm, Bryant Street Bap-! Cleveland Ave. . .., . | !ﬂ&w Kennedy, 8, 717 Chilton) T
tist . . Martha L. Johnsen ‘Bt World War I pensioner. *
Isiah Ferguson, 48, 1155 Bragg L Ahbnf;é Blate ol ?"2.’2 k 3.
St.. operator of auto repair shop Negroes, 1618 Pineleaf §2 '
at his home. - The Rev. Fred L. Davig, 41
Frank Powell Jr., 51, 1834 Jack- 1601 Highland Ave, pastor of
200 Feg Rd., employe of Jenkma’? ?ﬁsn_[%ph Holiness Church. -
Brick Co. Pierce, Carter
The Rev. H. J. Palmer, 8, } R4, professor :fl' paﬂm Hi
3435 Homeview, pastor, Roek J Alabama State College for Negroes
Elomn Baptist Church. Cd The Rev. J. W. Boaner, 59, T1§

The Rev. 5. S. Seay, 87, Rt |
§, Madison Park, pasior, Rogers

“ ‘Chapel AME. Roasld. Yo
Alberts James, 48, unemployed, { itree, °'.“l& 35.“ ::ox nm,c.
ms.nan%..“ ponell. €. 10 ! mﬁru teacher Cathali
The Rev. W. J. Powell, 47, e m-ﬂmujo .
Mildred St., v;:wr old Sbip || 54 Maggle &ul_..ghynd.n' .,'l
, Methodist Chur 4 "o -
" Walter Smith, 58, 344 Wood- |t  west Boylston , 48, maa

‘ gow, agent, Fuller Cosmetics Co.

/ The Rev. H. H. Hubbard, %2, The Rev. B. M. Av
9 3110 Mobile Rd., pastor, Bethel 523 Wheeler 5t m
Baptist Church. and Peace B pastor ,
Addie James Hamester, 5, Wesley SWM. e 1
housewife, 841 Alexander St ployed, 11 Slwn.n " uzem :
The Rev. L. R. Benneit, 5, The Rev. Simon Peter McBride, |’
pastor, Mt. Zion AMEZ Church, &, 738 Bt B m:
721 8. Holt 8t. PM% lcvmd, et

-~

. ~ . | ,
King Plectd_s Guilty | *penDialr Dry Cotrer -
To Speeding Charge | “14a"Mas Catawat 5¢

Rev. M. L. King J¢., who sp- ||
pealed & $10-and-costs speeding | Mpmifacturing Ca. - -
fine from Recorder’s Court last |i . C. Smith, 25, 1618 Tutfie 8¢,
! ‘month, agreed through his sttor- | ®TPloye of Hazel-Atias Glass Co. .
' pey to waive jury trial in Circuit B am J ;‘5 1120
co‘ntw'plud.nd m‘“m, Whtu' c.men.t m‘ o = ;‘mJJ

:

a4
EEE
fos ¢
R

{

:
§
i
&
£
'3




. 4,».3

Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. ‘(right), a Nemmim-imumem bombed while
was leading the Negro bus boycott in Montgomeey, was ‘booked today by city polics Lt. D,:
Lackey (left). Another Negro leader, Rev. R. D. Abernathy (center), accompanied King.
arw:;cnerda). They were arrested on indictmenta returned by the Grand Jury l;
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TEXT OF JURY’S REPOR‘”
'ON BUS BOYCOTT PROBE -

2

.4

¢ ey gccordance with Your Homor'’s charge, this grand jnrp
" has conducted an extensive investigation into the local -dug’
situation. We find that there has been an fllegal boycott:
: existing Yin this county since the ear partoibecember.
1955 lndxcunents bave been returned guilt wag thown.

“We find that the bus boycott originated on Dec. 5, 1955, -
with 18 members of the Interdenominationsl Allisnce, mest ws
nn of whom are Negro ministers. They created the Bont- -
‘omery Impiovement Association, élected its efficers, maud -
its executive board and set up its committees. This gsso->

ﬁ‘,ﬂ eiahonhnﬁnmcedthebuboycotttothemmo!wm"

o g aen esen

5

‘neplndhnﬁndsﬁatmenhnmwmm
the races in this community; the bus boycott is but
manifestation of this feeling. Distrust, dislike and batred
being taught in a community which for more than a gen-
has enjoyed exemplary race relations. Small Ici-
bave been magnified out of their true importance and
rumors are being spread among both races. It is axio-

4 &
ey

|

3
Ex

N J;@‘hh?“**’{a’rﬂ*‘?‘” A4 I

matic that distrust produces distrust and hate breeds hate.
“It is the feeling of this grand jury that if.we continus
o8 cur presenst course of race relations, violence is fnevitable.
! mh-dmdbothncummedwukealoumdmm
ghwbokmo&elume. A O
’g?; ~Our segregation laws and the NAACP attack on umn-
; gion are the primary cause of the unrest
% tepsion between whites and Negroes in Montgomery. In this -
7" state we are committed to segregation by custom and by
i+ law; we intend to maintain it. The seitiement of differences
4 over school attendance, public transportation and other publis
&ﬁ

group has received so much in material aid and encourage-
ment as the Negro. All of us recognize that change and
progress are inevitable; however, every part of the country
and every racial group must approach its own unique preb-
lems with the determination to face facts and make decisions

-
>

DR T 2
. ¢

» “The grand jury would like to take this ops %
- commend William F. Thetford, the solicitor, and staff for -

their excellent help through the entire voak. e me ’

R
*

“We would also like tp thank’ the sherift, the balliff, fhe -
pdiudlwtgommmmmummmmm
their efficient services. We would particularly Hke .

0 com->
mawnaewv.nwmmmmmwy

iurvimsstotlnkswnlim;(~H,,“}W;,$ w‘f"
. “And pow, having -.completed tion.
bmzhtwou us.w-utu;’be rgam ,. *

court.”. ft
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uont gomery, Alabama

Date _ 2 —:..1 -$6
Page
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‘complaint. If convicted, he could

ithemesto!nNcmwmnvho

o -
segre-
strict

a2 -1
anti -

Court. .
Thurgood Marshall, chief Eoub-]
sel for the National Associstion

’ (Continped Frem Page 1)

for the Advancement of Colored
People, said that the NAACP will
defend Gray. He added that “off-
band” he thought the NAACP
would take a part in defending
any others indicted for violating
the boycott siatute.

I was announced yesterday
that Gray has been docketed for
trial on Fnday, March 3, before
a Circuit Court jury.

Gray was accused of filing an
anti-segregation suit in U.S. Dis-
trict Court without the consent of
one of the five Negro women
whose names were signed to Lhe

be fined $500 and suspended from
practice. -

Gray filed the _ourt suit ag an
eutgrowth of the mass refusal
ride Montgomery City Lines bus-
es. The petition questions constitu-
tionality of city and siate laws
which require segregation on all
public transportation. No date has
been set for bearing on the suit.
ONE OF 114

The indictment against the
Kegro attorney was cae of 114
true bills returned by the grand
jury in its partial report, but none
of the others were related to tie
bus protest, court officials said.

Several attempts bhave been
made o settle the boycott since
it began Dec. § in protest against

bad refused to move tp the colored
section of a bus. The defendant,
Rosa Pa/rks. was fined $14 in city

The lengthening boycott bhas
brought some violence but ne in-
juries. Dynamite bombs were ex-
ploded at the homes of two of the
leading .figures in the Negro pro-
test movm—thc Rev. Martin

Avenue Baptist Church and one of
the most outspoken boycoit lead-
ers. Nixon is former state presi-
dent of the Nationa] Assa. for

AdvancemefT3r~"Ctiored People.
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Thet the federal court should
decling to ‘act ‘en the censtitn-
ssue until it'ls

o e ———————— i

) Under Alabama Law

A Ty 2 P T e LSRR o3
Fﬁmu&" .W;: T“;ir;l‘l T"
—

‘titfs occurred in the legal emiorce-
,ment of city and state laws,

"Hamiltbn 4nd Herman H.+Ham-

ikton Jr, . o yfﬁfﬂ,
Boycotiing Illegal -~

A state law on “boycotting and
‘blacklisting” was the basis ‘on
which the grand jury indictments
were returned. . . "

Title 14, sections 5481, Cole of
150 makes misdemesnors of
such practices as: “conspiracy,
combination or agreement to in-
:‘ﬂere with ’&r hinder business;

tering or picketing; printing or
circulating motice of boycotts;
using force or threats against
persons engaging in lawful eccu-
pation.” , . .-

Others include: “maintatdting
blacklist, misdemeanor; attempt
or fthreat to imjure or

" Mttorneys Tor the dificiata
are Waker Knabe, % N

yuptrovradd

gero

> of another; taking
sedflion of property or instrumen-
. of m' and 'Clehin‘,
books or papers or er.
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al__ 7 : ey for B permit to operate|  Ggtrbury. eperaior o FGA
ol Future Talles o 5™ 5000t e o Copil Beigia” - - ’
i) : ] bl aﬂnﬂm %.,‘.m taken Approved ether boer B.
N , : cmﬁmmﬂ _ emses for J. T. Weldon, 708 Mo= -
ﬁAbout ,BOyC@tg ed dm relstive figures on white| f"nﬁ‘,;m?,“&f‘“ s‘:e and donicd 331
& ) :;h N;m taxis he made avail- cation of George ‘Giles, 3138 e
| Mayor W. A. Gayle sald yester- cﬁtbemmhxm before ens 8. ° . U o i
{day all pegotiations with poyeolt- ';;za; o0 wag tsken om the ap- e commission okayed & He .
sn|i2g Negro bus patrons have il e, sﬂ.ém or license applicstion from e ;
o-|ceased and mo more sre plenned.  j K€ G00% want G become|  yome-Red Fez “D” Society, Do |
gt| Commenting on the Negroes' | ’ irdened with them,” fe oted ‘on the roo! gardem of Ghe
sdjrebulfl Bonday of a compromise i - fen Moore Hotel
e a0 e commla e o5 ot peresny el o
“We 19 meetings e ; fzs @ran 03 to vaca
gmegm@i We offered them egual MWME@MﬁE% mi%f Orange sirect between -
|%Paces on buses, an srrangement ;i fo purchass for 410000 a docks 28 end 2 in Irmedae.
gp|fust as fair to them as to the [ 00 &md slove from Edith Witbout opposition, the commis-
(whites, and they turned i down. Wm' adjecent to the Booker| dop gpproved rezoning of lots 50,
;| °No further negotistions by the ' gﬂmﬁxﬂm Schoo! playground. il-and 52 of Ashley Plat be i
2 my C@mmiMon 6F any sther yﬂrov@d the eﬁucﬂhﬂﬁ mrd.ﬁ @M Foshee road and m i
ssCommitice we know of fs antici- feduest (o close an alley running  wad - from Residential “B” fo | s |
Selpated” -, . m Union street 250 feet on) ‘b¢avy industrial” R |
#-|OTHERS ENDORSED I P!M!:- - Robert C. Newman was leased
;.| Mayor Gayle’s remarks were ?P.MREP | je Fityowned land mesr th
ﬁendﬁrsedbyﬂ;edhertwocom- rbe =d°395t9!mtﬂ’1‘n " gavel pit for $150 a year.
30 | missiopers. - Ch“ of Capitol Heights Bg:‘ Sewler assessments on the Wil
to| Said Sellers: “As far as I'm premises oo o ¢ o coendale project, up f
s-pertonall'y concerned, I'm {Bee ms;!gxd:z &f *3 hearing, drew m\mesiﬁua.ﬁ
a8 |through with it (the boycett).” . i N -
B-| 8aid Parks: “Amen > 7
A compromise plan calling for
reservation of the front 10 sests }
¢ |of each bus for white passengers, }
sg|the rear 10 for Negroes, and the
& |middie section to be seated on a ! )
| “first come, first served” basis,
4 was m«gm siene] down by Montgomery Advertiser
3| A Negro clergyman. the Rev. liontgomery, Alabama
3/R D. Aberuathy, pastor ef the Date _2-22-56
3 First Baptist Church, sald ¢he Pa 7
mm"wuvnm«a ge
{] The ‘city officials made their . TroNS
:remn;ksdnﬁuarem»w Re'/{”‘"?‘ SITVR /
. ite~tp~gommipsion. ..., .
alhe ’ HonTgomery , Ald
Mofile L4439 .
wrn Buf 11e100-135-61
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NIXON-SURRENDERS VOLUNTARILY: £5=2% =0 *’“'**i:-ﬁ b

| a7
8 Negro Leaders Among First =

¢ ¥ L k"p.} x&w

Brought To Jail By Deputies =

By M:30 am., a felal of 15 perschs had bees arresied for participating 14 the Negre 'bu
m«c&.mu&«mmumuwaﬂahmumwm
was held, the Rev. A. W. maumawmm-‘gkm

been indicted. v O e 5 ,};
- ‘ By BUNN‘Y HONICKER AND JOE JONES : @ «. w{ o -
Six Negro ministers and a former state president of the National Anochﬁon

of Colored People were in the first groum;defendmts ax'rested today for ukin‘ ?ut,
in the mass racizl boycott against city ,
] P%o.mnentChamong tl:!em were tl::f l:.:v b?dph Abemthy, pc:tot{‘r of tbe Nm
First Ba urch and chairman ¢ boycotting group’s
la)z:)d theSt. Thl:. .lamesb(xi.l:“sc‘gt mf the Am;.hN ng m%enw
rsey y were eounty putiu. 3
E. D. Nixon, Pullman car porter wh hapultpnndentofthoAh

NAACP, surrendered.
All have been active in the 11-week-old mus protut agnnst negregttod

=

e m‘
| e Gy G2 ALL INFC™ TN £ D
-The Rev. Aaron Noffman, pastor th :!it' § ’ "1"m= yre

‘| The Rev. H. H. Hubbard, pastor “« fu -J.-. Sl ia
| e i, cec DATE 4 % sl fhel.
of the Mount Zion

-

3L
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oo Bey St:é ¥;oobowell, Jaster Alabama Journal )
| Walter Smith, s Negro whose riont gomery, Alaba:na
Bintely made Toown. " Date 2
Add)i'e James Hamilton, also af Page {
“WE'RE LAW-ABIDING” " , .
*m:bematht ﬁﬁny‘!inued:mt brieth mltato- Re: RocirL ST vRTTON
n . ‘We are law-
citizens and A . ;
R i st e e ﬁ?ﬁmﬂ”ﬁg y #LA.
Bonds were e 84 0 cn. ™ Bufile 100-135-61
Late yesterday.a grand jury re-
turned 11 true bills against 115 de-
fetfdants charged with participating
in the vrolom te racial l
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2cc = New York
2¢c¢ = Detroit

ATTENTION 8ACS NEW YORK m:;&n

Re Detroit airtel February
® in which information vas se

UNRECORDED COPY FILED IN

Ihe New York Office and Detriz}.t Of£14
o dsh the Burean:;my orma +
éw*'} ter which be obtaineds

‘ts_} | UBILIW TIN e, g gary 8Bho d be ¥sh

' .'the Bureau promptly.

mo from Belmont to Boar dated 2/29/56
;nzgk

Enclosure to me
same captisn,




The following original pages are of poor quality. UPA has
made every technical effort to provide the best possible
reproduction.
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PD, MONTGOMERY, OR OTHER AGENCIES WITE EEGARD ro-* =

-am OF ANY xmmnol RECEIVED FROM
SEREE o® OTEER SOURCES RELATIVE %0 THIS MATTER, -
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INFORMED, “INDIARAPOLI8S HAS ADVISED KO IRFORMATIOE WHICH COULD
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: Oﬁice Mmomndam e UNITED STATES Govsmm'r

) X ST *

(%: TO Mr, L. V. Boardman m'/ i DATE: !"obr :H ?Z —
S d L 4 A L usd \h ot -.: -'*_‘ 9 :u.__...__. ,
273 gppom 'Mr. A. B. Be hE " ” e i ——
D ) . 2 e
Sinee

sospact: RACIAL SITUATION
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA
BUFILE 100-]35-61

By airtel 2/24/56 (attached) Detrgﬁ advis

e O
ﬁ

X As you are avare, on 12/5/55 Negroes in Montgom erg Ala
inst:ltutea a boycott of the city bus line for purposes of

first come, first serve seating arrangement, more courtesy, and Hegr
bus drivers. This boycott is still in oi‘rect and has attracted
national attention, information concerning which is set forth in
the brief on racial situation and civil rights. .

ssoples o [
are be urnished ek ® lew !ork, lnd Detroit Oftices
instruct:lons to rnrnish“the Bureau nptly-any information received
his activities

3 Oothe el [TIX Ok fece ve4 concerning
this matter. It you apprave, it :ls recome% at this l.ottcr bg
ﬁ sent, &' 3 :Em30£0.42 100 2= N
loauresm - " 1956
- ”t g? MAR B .

e %{R%) e .":';-'i 'Z[ b : I

cec = Mr,

oy




i;, ' Memorandum for Mr. Boardman

(2) There is attached an airtel to Mbbile instruct
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%; Soemans resns s, 08 ,3 . é o

i Office Memorandum - vxirep stams GoveRNMENT

r?f"

b %o sMr. 4. H. Belmont / DATE: March 1, 1956 :,'-:—:——_—;
Selmont

. ‘: mon fr, L, H. ”GP*‘LM ﬂ \
/%6077

j SUBJRCT: RACIAL SITUATION
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

5 veral other offices
v mail. nt to Mr.’S8tgoo’s instructions, the writer called
SAC Hallford, Mobile, at 11 p.m.,, March 1, 1956, and instructed
him to advise the Atlanta Office by telephone and the other
offices by teletype to cover these leads immediately and furnish
the results to the Bureau as soon a8 possidble on the moraing of

March 2, 1856,

ALL INFOSHETEGN S50 INED
HERES iS y:mssm o
DATE 242/ B\ oscle fit e
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Oﬁice Memomndum, UNJ]PED STATES %VBRNEBNT

%'m t* MB. A. H. BELMONT ¢ DaTE  Narch 1, 1956

moM 1 MR. J. A.‘./s:zoa co zr. guuu:’ '-:‘.:‘..."—"“____.
Po ay araner "—"""'
| v’ —

sURECT: RACIAL SITUATI 7
sierasr i =

Bu e -
S 2co > /e Sl —

7& /W Tele. Room ____
¢/e.’ A/z e ——

I called SAC Blaylock, Indianapolis, at approzimately/ (
10:30 this morning to ask what the staius was of their check ¢ ‘'
cerning the above-capitioned person which they had been requeste

by telephone last night to make on an expedite dasis.

Blaylo that there were 40 or S0 references to
the name and they had at the time of my ocall re-
viewed al ree or four but, as yet, had not been adle to tie

any of them tnto the activities in the Mobile area on the bdasis ¢f
the information available concerning the individual of interest to
Mobile. He advised that they had completed a check of the Credit
Bureau and the criminal files of the police depariment with nega-
tive results, as well as the files of the Internal Security Squad
of the Indianapolis Police Department.

ere negative and hc also did
not recall anyone by thie nome as having been of interest to the \)
Indianapolis Police Department. ’

A4t the completion of the file check, Blaylock advised that
no information in ndtanapolis itndices could de identiified as
relating to ) ,

2
@S xeconoenss /72 -/F5 G/ 7 ?
J | INDEXED-38 i

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED |
i WIS B
DA][ 22/53 ‘764;

g MAR14‘§56

OO
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“STTUATION, MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, RETELCON uxrn

BUREAU SECOND INSTANT AND MYTEL ¥O BUREAU nga

WE%W@NE LAST ENCLOSING NEWSPAPER CL@PPING @ﬁWR@?@E@ o _ ‘
%EGRQ ATTORNEY ARRESTED FOR UNLAWFUL PRACTICE b . S
-, ACCORDING TO WEWSPAPER ITEMS, NEGRO ATTORNEY

FRED DAVID GRAY WAS INDICTED BY MONTCOMERY COUNTY €J, =S
bad
MONTGOMERY, ON FEBRUARY SEVENTEEN LAST ON CHARGE OF g .55‘: &

RO HOUSEHAID

REPRESENTING JEANEATTA REESE, AN ELDERLY NEG % <

OF MONRGOMERY, IN A SUIT FILED IN FEDERAL COURT TO END E &:;3 S
SEGRECGATED TRAVEL WITHO[;{ BEING EMPLOYED BY REESEo GRAY § z\‘,}
ARRESTED LOCAL AU‘!‘HORITIES MONTGOMERY FEBo EIGHTEEN % %*
LAST AND RELEASED ON BOND. USA HARTWELL DAVIS, MDA, 7 E;g §

MONTGOMERY, ADVISED SA —ON SECOND INSTAIIT -

HE NAD LEARNED THROUGH PRESS REPRESENTATIVES WILLIAM To A G
HAD NOL-PROSSED A‘FOREMENTIONED 5,,;9’

3,
¥

THETFORD, COUNTY SOLICITOR,
INDICTHENT IN COUNTY COURT IN MONTGOMERY ON SECOND INSTANT 'fg }

AND KAD STATED HE WAS TURNING CASE OVER TO FEDERM. /’M) }M)‘L )

i T ;!g""i

AUTHORITIES FOR PROSECUTION BECAUSE Juhlsnxrxou In ¢

Y
FEDERAL QOURT AND NOT IN STATE COURT DAVIS SAID 2
o e iU WPriddt it 27
R BUT HE PRESS

HAD NOT couradi;n HIM RE MA
INQUIRY AS TO'VHAT ACTION ME JINTENDED JO.TAKE. DAVIS:Z—
wmsmg)gj ST e




PACE TYUO oo0

ADVISED SA {

| HE DID NOT KNOY WHETHER FACTS PRESENTLY

SUBSEQUENT TO WHICH TIME HE WOULD RENDER PROSECUTIVE OPINION.
HE SAID HE MUST MAKE STATEMENT TO PRESS BY MORNING MARCH
FIVE NEXT AS TO ACTION CONTEMPLATED AND AT THAT TIME WILL
TELL PRESS HE HAS ASKED FBI TO INVESTIGATE. [
USA HE WOULD NOT COMMIT BUREAU TO INVESTIGATION REQUESTED
WITHOUT FIRST DISCUSSING FACTS WITH ME. FOR BUREAU~-S INFO
ATTORNEY CRAY REPORTEDLY REPRESENTS ALL BUT TWO OF PERSONS
INDICTED IN CONNECTION WITH BOYCOTT AT MONTGOMERY, FEDERAL
BUILDING AT MONTGOMERY IS ON GOVERNMENT RESERVATION, -
PER SUBSEQUENT TELCON WITH BUREAU ON SECOND INSTANT B

| usa pAVIS HAS BEEN ADVISED THAT FACTS HAVE BEEN FULLY

DISCUSSED WITH CRIMINAL DIVISION OF DEPARTMENT AND THEY
DESIRE NO INVESTIGATION AND THAT CRIMINAL DIVISION HAD -
| ASKED THAT IT BE SUGGESTED TO MR. DAVIS THAT "F,!?‘y

S . L SR {; L
END PAGE TWO oo * ‘ ' . .




PAGE WREEQ ® 0

POSSIBLY UANT TO CONFER WITH THE FEDERAL JUDGE AS ?@ POSSSIBLE
CONTEHPT ACTION. DAVIS SAID DEPARTMENT HWAD TELEPHONICALLY |

{ CONTACTED HIM RE THIS MATTER AND HE WOULD CONFER WITH USDC
JUDGE, MONTGOMERY, ON FIFTH INSTANT AND HOULD @@W@gﬁ oF

ANY FURTHER ACTION CONTEMPLATED.
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