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PritoUNAL o N TR,
BY SPECIAL mESS-NUGER

Honort#ble Harry hopkins
Tha VWhite lLiouse
D

Washington, .
Desr Baryy:
Supplementing previous infTormation farnished o you rvegurding

the hationel Conveuticn now being held by the lwereh on Weshington sove-
ment in Chiczgo, I thought the President aad you would B8 1nterested
in the Tollowing date concerning events which occeurred on July 1

and July 2, 1943.

In connection with ite Naticnel Convention the Msrch on %Wach-
ington Wovement held e meeting on "Jim Crowism in America™ &t 9 P.i.
July 1, 1943, in the Metropolitsn Community Church, Chicego, Lllinois
syproximstely 600 persons were in attsndunce, ineluding 25 white
veople. Reverend Archibald J. Carey, dr., Pactor, Vioodlown, =.0.F.
Church, Chicago, presided and intrcduced the following speszkers,

211 of whorn are Negrces: Lsvie Lune, dsrch on Washington Movement
Secretary, New York City; Carl Hansberry, President, Nztional Negro
Progress Asscciation and wealtby Chiczgo real estute owner; Cordelia
Green Jdohnson, Prcsident, Beasuty Culturists Lecgue of fmerica, Jdersey
City, New Jersey; Henk Johnson, United #Mine Workers Unicn rseprecen-
tative, New York City, and Dr. George Fdwsrd Huynes, Federsl Council
of Churches in smsrica.

ALl of the speckers criticized the alleged discriminztion
ageingt and segregation of the Negre in labor end in the Arny.
Reverend Carey stated thet Negroez should not Zo to Burma to save
freedom ii they can't get freedom in Birminghem. He asserted thot
the cause of the riot in Detroit ig to be found in the heart of the
Negre who is oppressed. Leyle Lene suggested that Negroess can secure
politicsl, cocicl and sconomic freedcm by use of the turchasing
power =nd the rignt to vote found in thes totsl Nezro sopulation.
Hansberry advised Wegroes to toke advantugze of 21l legrl mesns to
secure freedom from racial discriminaticn, znd Cordelia Johnson
suggestad that Neproes take advantage of all opoorturnities to join
interracial groups. She also suoted a cvolored friend who had stzted
that she would rather shoot ner son thet gee him in the uniforn of
the mited States Army, but continued by stuting th:t she rnsd tried
to dissusde her friend Irom tiais course of action., Jchnson stated,
"Why should he (referring to the Detroit Negro) fight for freedon
when his own citizens were being shot by policeiien whe wers sent to
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protect hiw." She also cdvocebed o abslish "oin
Crowism" wnd pleced the reshousibill exigtence of "Jim
Crowism” in the Army and in labor on the rederil Governmsnt. Bzyord
Pustin urged members of the March on Weshington sovement to follow

# direct zction non-violeance program to secure negrozs' rights &t the
present tinme. He stated thet freedom would not come from the use

of iaws, but will come from the application of the non-viclence
technioue. Ee asserted thet violence would be suicidel and freedom
would not come by the use of force.

Voluntary contricvutions were solicited from those in attendance
at the meeting and the booklet, "Jim Crow in Uniferm --War's Greatest
Scandel," was sold. Copies of "Labor iction," an allsged Sucielist
newspzaper, wer= distritutad.

On July 2, 1947, a meeting was held Troe 10 A.é. until 1:15 P,
the purpose of which was to present the progrzm of the March on
Washington Non-Violance Direct setion Good Will Committse. Only
delegates were permitted to zttsnd this meeting and mewnbers of ths
prese werr excluded upon the instructions of* 4. Phillip Randelpl,
Nutionsl Dirsctor. Seversl members of the Socialist press, however,
whose names are presently unknown, wers permitted to attsnd. Ur.
Wiiliam #dward Nelson, Chalrmen of the von-Viclence Direct Action
Good Will Committee, and Desn of the Echuol of Kelizion, Hoeward
University, Weshington, D.C., presided. The following persons who are
members of this committee addressed ths delegetes: MNiss Fite Baheau,
Chairman of the Chicago Local Non-Violence Committee and membper of
the Committee on Reclal Tguelity; Dr. J. holmes Smith, former
missionary to India frow New fork City and operztor of the Barlen
fork Shop; Reverend James Fzrmer, Kesident dSecretory of the Fellow-
ship of Reconciliation, Chicsgo, Illincis; Bayard Rustin, Field
Representative, Fellowshlp of Reconciliwtion, New York City; irs.
Melbas Wilson, Fellowship of Recuncilizticn repres ntative, Columbus
Ohio, and Z. Peuline myers, Nationzl Executive Sacret: ry of tha kisrch
on Washington kovement,

The syeakers stressed the importances of not responding to violence
on the part of white agitators and policemen, end & direct zction
non-viclence program was suggested whercby Negroes would ba educsted
by a March on Weashington Movermsnt school for tesching the non-violence
tecrnique., This technicue, it was stated, would consist of spyproaching
white proprietors of resteurants, buc companies and theaters tc secure
service for Negroes as well as whites. The program 2s outlined by
spetkers Rustin, Behom, Smith end Myere stressed the fact that Negroes
should passively resist until service is given. No wlternative azction
wae decided upon in ths evant the services ars denied.,

The non-Violence Direct Action Comni
point resclubion which, according to confidentisl informants, will
probebly be adopted in its entirety. This vesclution reocomuends
thet the progrum of non-viclence direct action teke effect in the fislds
of empleyment, c¢ivil &nd constitutional rights, "Jim Crovizm" znd

ttee submitted & five-
ide
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voting. It was decided upon by ths committz2e Iurias the morning session
of July 2, 1943, to exgeriment with the non-violance technious in the
cities of Hew York, Washington, Riichmond, Chicugo 2nd Los Anzeles. It
was also recommsnded that th- Mareh on Washinston Movenment sstablish an
institute 50 ta2sch the non~violrnee fechniaue with headgusrters to be
locatsd in New York City. In «ddition, it wags advocatad that paid
Nztional Director of the March on Weshington Movement be appointad.

At the alternoon session, which began at 2 P.M. on July 2, 1943,
the discussion was devoted to ths problem of"The Negro in Pzace and Post-
war Planning --Africa, the Caribbean snd the United States." The spesakers
6t this session werc: Dr. Lawrence Reddick, & Mcrch on Washinston iovenent
delegzt> from New York City who is connected with the New York City
Library; Or. Eric Willirms, Professor of Socisl and Politiczl Sciznces,
Howard University, and Dr. Louis Wirth {white), Profsssor of Sociology at
the University of Chicago.

Dr. Reddick stated th=t the four freedoms should be applied to
africa mow z2nd rewmark@ thet the forziygn colonies in Lfrice nust be siven
3210 rule. Dr. Villiams asszerted thi:t the four frsedoms should be granted
to tha Islinds of the Caribbesn. He stzted thut natives of thsse islands
are now withiout-decent living conditions, educntion or rscrastional pro-
gram, which h&s causad West indians to flock to the United Statas, There-
fore, he conclugd, thiscountry should extend to these islands the freedom
of the Atlantic Cliartsr. Dr. Wirth sciuiesced in the opinions of Reddick
and Williams snd stated that & new world is being creuted now in which the
migoritvies will exist as they do at present. He coneluded by urging the
Negroes to carry on the fight to win ths present war. 4s yet no formulated
program has been subuittsd to the conference regording postwar planning
for Negroes.

As furth or informetion is received relutive to the National Convention
of ths larch: on Washington Movenent, it will, of course, be m=de
available to you.

With best wishes and Xxind regurds,

Sincersly yours,
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