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Dear Heog

~.
NOILVAHSSIU HOS 341430 TN

#1111 you do me the favor of placing
thia letter in the President®s hands at the
earlicat possible moment, as it moy require
action prior to the convening of the Senate on

onday, February Sist?

Hr, Harvin Hy &cIﬁ‘E

Seoretary to Pwsi&wﬁ Roosevelt
Hyde Park,

Hew 'i’ark.

Carbon copy to Mr. Molntyre
et the Fhite House,
?fask&ng‘bon, . Ga

{3 C0TR
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Emporia, Kas, William Allen White -
Nashyville, Tenn. Dr, N. C. McPherson Q
Newark, N, J. Grace B. Fenderson My dear President Roosevelt: X 4‘27
New York LilHan A. Alexander
2r S50 G
Marlon Guthbert What may conceivably be the final crisis on the

Hubert T.

Eachel Davia D Bola anti-lynching bill will arise whem the Senate convenes

PDouglas P. Falconer

Lowls 8. Gannett on Monday, February 21st. Because all the efforts

Rev, John Haynes Holmes

Dr, Wililem Lioyd Imes that have been put forth are about to go for naught un-

Dr. Joha H Johmsan - l@gg you imtervense, 'bhis fﬁpeal is addressed to you.

Homn Cu.rollne O’Day
Mary White Ovington e ﬁﬂ --—(,4."

1';3",*;*,;;}’;::3’:. In a coni‘erence yesterday with Senator Barkley,

Fion. Charies 1. Toney Mr, Charles H{ Houstom, of our staff, and I presented

Lragoss Hexglet Willams 6 Senator~Barkley~the proposal that instead of letting
Northampton, o\ wiem anenNellson ~ UHE Telief D 11%displace the anti~-Ilynching bill,

;;.;x; oma Cléy  Rascos Ducjes Senator Wagner be permitted to move to suspend debate
St. Touls Slaney B Rodmond on the anti-lynching bill in order to permit takimg up

Tolladeg, Ala. Rev. Joseph W Nicholson  the relief blll, and to set a day certain for some date
Washington  Hon, William H. Hastlo in April to resums debate on the antl-lynching bill.
Charlea Edward Russell
Br. Shisabath Yates Wenh
Our reasoms for asking this are as follows:
NATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTER

orkeley, Oallh Weitor A Gordon 1. If the amti-lynching bill is displaced as the

g0, Mass, Boibe Franitactor unfinished busimess, it will be practically ecertain

Obmrleston, W.Ve.T, . Wuttar that it cannot be taken up again in the Seventy-fifth

g Irvin O Mollison Congress, which will mean the death of the bill.

Colunbla, 8, C,  N. J, Frederick

T ies  homas L. Grifiths, . 2, Since January 6th whem the filibuster began,

Madison, Wls,  Lloyd Gartlson mo less than five lynohinmgs, one of them of a white

oot et T Detany man, have been prevented because of the pendency of the
A Garhoid Hays bill as the unfinished business of the Seonate and the
%ﬁ?;%ﬁa‘?;’:“ comvietion that a lynching would imsure passage of an
Seriect X- Eisgton anti-lynching bill. If mobs which have been held im

Philadelphis  Franols Biddle restraint are given 1o understand that the anti-lynching

T e Towss B ety bill is dead, we predict an outburst of lynching and

William 7. MeXuignt perhaps an increased number of lynchings.

Washington Leon A. Ransom
Wilmington, Del. Louls L. Redding

3. Displacement of the bill and its virtual death
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would be a disheartening blow to many milllons of Americans, white
and Negro, North and South, who have worked so hard, so long and so
faithfully for the bill. As far as twelve million American Negroes
are concerned, it would say to them im effect that certain of the
states cannot protect them and the Federal Govermment refuses to do
S0e

4, Abandonment of the blll wlll be an open invitation to various
movements to propagendize among Negroes that they can expect mo pro-
teetion from the American form of govermment. The speeches which
Senators Bilbo, Ellender and other Southern Senators have made im
their vicious attacks on the Negro have beyond all doubt domne moreZto
destroy hope of American Negroes for protection from mobs under th
American Government than all the speeches and all the literaturs o
the so-called radicals and subversive influences put together whici
have been directing their esppeals to the Negro. B

Hd Ho4 a3

5. Death of the bill would leave Negroes and the country
generally with the impression that the filibusterers speak for, orj
at least dominate the Umited States Senate and the Administration 3o
far as this issue is concerned. %

NOIL

6. If the forees of reaction and bigotry which are about to
deliver the death blow to the anti-lynching bill succeed, then these
and other forees of reaction will be heartened to use precisely the
same methods in defeating other legislation, such as the wages-hours
bills, government reorganigation, and any other liberal legislation
in this and succeeding Congresses., The issue, therefore, transcends
that of race and of the c¢rime of lynching, as was pointed out Tuesday
in a Coast-to-Coast broadcast by Congressman Raymond J. Cannon of
Wisconsin.

7. PFPostponement to a day certsin would permit those interested
in the anti~lynching bill to go to the country te explain the basic
issues imvolved to the people who in turn have a right to express
themselves to thelr individual Senestors. We hope that you and the
enlightened Democratic members of the Senate will not permit your-
selves to be disheartened by the present dark outlook. 4 great wave
of public opinion may conceivably change the attitude of some members
of the Senate on the matter of cloiure.

We once agalm pay tribute to the courage and determination of
Senestors Barkley and Wagner. We are fully aware of the responsibili-
ties with regard to other legislation which Senator Barkley faces as
Majority Leader. But if this course is followed, business of the
Senate and of the country will not in the meantime be held up. Faith
and hope im you as the great liberal leader of the coumbry, and of
your party, will not be lessened or destroyed if such a course 1is
followed. ¥We respectfully ask, therefore, that you communicate with
Senator Barkley prior to the convenimg of the Senate om Monday to the
end that he may know that setting over the anti-lynching bill to a
day certein has your full approval and support, and that you do
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whatever else im your judgment may be necessary or approprlate.

Respeetfully,

Secretary.

NOILYAUISIYL HO4 G3HIL3Y TwNIDILO
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