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To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
‘ States :

" The undersigned, inhabitants of the District of Columbia, beg leave

RESPECTFULLY TO REPRESENT: |
That they have seen with unfeigiied regret, notwithstanding the marked
disapprobation with which your honorable bodies have heretofore treated
similar petitions, that numerous inconsiderate and misguided- individuals,
in various parts of the United States, still continue to press upon your
“honorable bodies applications for the abolition of slavery within this District.
In the first place, your memorialists do not desire the enactment of any
law for the extinction of slavery within this District, even conceding the
very questionable right of your honorable bodies to pass such an act with-
out the consent of the people whose interests are to be especially involved
in its provisions ; and, in the second place, we respectfully suggest, that
~whatever may be your powers or our duties in this regard, it is a question
solely between you, our only constitutional legislators, and ourselves; is
entirely municipal in its character, and one in which no exterior influence
has any just right to interpose or invoke your action. These propositions
your memorialists deem too plain to need any argument to sustain them.
If, at any future period, it shall be the desire of the people of this District
that slavery shall be abolished by law, they will doubtless make their wishes
known to Congress, the Legislature provided for them by the constitution,
and it will then be time enough for your honorable bodies to take the mat-
ter into consideration. ) ' : '
It is not that your memorialists are slave-holders- that they present these
views to your honorable bodies; many of them do not own slaves, and
some of them might be forbidden by conscience to hold any, but these,
nevertheless, unite with others in this prayer to your honorable bodies, not
only from the just respect due to the legal rights of those of their neighbors
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who do possess slaves, but froin a decp conviction that the continual agita.
tion of the subject by those who can have no right to interfere with 1t is
calculated to have an injurious influence on the peace and tranquillity of
the community, and upon the well being and happiness of those who are
held in subjection. .

Your memorialists, therefore, beg leave as well to protest against the un-
authorized interference of which they complain, as to deprecate any legisla-
tion on the part of your honorable bodies, in compliance therewith.

And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will every pray, &c.
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