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. SLAYE*AND ‘C('_)OLIE./PRADE-;' .

K | | - o MESSAGE -
| THE PRESIDENT o'r 'LH]]”UV'ITFD STATES

| Informatwn n 1egard to tke Slaw and O'oolze trade

)

. MA;Y 19, '1856-.—"—_Rcferre_d'vto the C’exﬁﬁ:ittee 61'1 Foreizn A!Tai'r.{, and ordered to be. pri’ritcd‘

“To the House of Z’epresentatnes

‘In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representa,tlves of
the 7th ultimo, requesting the President. “‘ to communicate what i in-
formation he may possess in regard to citizens of the. United being
engaged in the slave trade, or in the transportatxon in American shlps,
of coolies from China to Cuba, and other countries, with the intention
‘of placing or continuing them in a state of slavery or serv1tude, and
‘whether such traffic is not in his opinion, a violation of the spirit of
existing treaties, rendermv those-engaged in it liable'to 1nd1ctment for’
piracy ; and especxa.lly that he be requested to communicate to this
House the-facts and circumstances attending the shipment from China
of some five hundred coolies in the ship ¢ ‘Sea Witch,” of the city of
New York lately wrecked -on. the .coast -of Cuba, 28 transmlt the

jaccompanylnw report of the Secretary of State.

R FRA’\Ti\LIN PITRCE
'WAsm\'uTov, MaJ 19 1806 S ) NN

DEPARTME\'T OF Smm .
: : _ - Washington, May 16 1856.

The Secretary of -State, o-whom was referréd a resolution of the
‘House of Representatives of the 7th ultimo, requesting the President
% to communicate what information he may possess. in regard to citi-
zens-of the United States being engaged in the slave trade, or in the
transportation in American shlps of coolies from -China. to Cuba, and
‘other’ countries, with the “intention of placing or continuing them in
*rstate—of-s}avery—crservﬁu&e—and‘wh‘eﬂrer‘m’cmﬁc is not, in his
opinion, a violation of the spirit of existinig.treaties, rendering those
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‘ engaged in it hable to mdlctment for mracy ; a,nd especlally that he
“De requested to communicate to this House the facts and circumstances
‘attending the shlpment from ' China of some five hundred coolies in
the ship ¢ Sea Witch,’ of the ¢ity of New York, lately wrecked 6n the
coast of Cuba, ‘has the honor to lay before the Presulent the papers ,
menhoned in the subjoined list. =~ . ,'
All of Whlch is. respectfully submltted e c
e w. L MA,RCY., "
To the PRESIDBNT OF Tl.{h U\'ITED STATES T

Lzst qf accompanymg papers |

b ir H. L. Bulwer to Mr 'Webster, (wn;h accompamments ) Decem-_
, 0, 1850. . ) :
‘Mr. Crampton to Mr Derrlck Auvust 11, 1851. :
Mr. Dernck to Mr. Crampton, (thh an accompamment,) Auvust
20, 1851." e
--j‘Mr Crampton to:Mr. Webster, December 9,, 1801
. Same to same, (with accompanimefits,) January 2, 1852
- Mr. Webster to, Mr. Crampton, January 14, 1852,
" Same to same, (with accompaniments,) Auaust 18, 1852. -
" Mr.Crampton to Mr. Marcy, (with accompamments )’\Iarch 16 1853 g
Same to same, April 19, 1853. - .
" -Same to same, (with an. accompamn‘ent ) May 30, 1853
. Mr. Marcy to Mr. Crampton, "\Iay 31 1853.
. Same to same, June 3, 1853.. ‘ ' o
<~ Mr, Crampton:to Mr. Marcy, (w1th accompamments,) July l 1853
‘Same to same, (with accompaniments) August 19 1853, -
~ Mr. Marcy to Mr. Crampton, August 29,-1853.. Lo
- Mr. ‘Crampton to Mr, Marcy, February 16 1804
. Same to same, May 27, 1854, : _
- Mr. Maréy to-Mr. Crampton, J une 28 1854, 7 - ' _
Mr. Crampton to Mr. Marey, (w1th accompamments,) J une 26, 1854 .
' Same to same, (with accompaniments,) September-12, 1854. -
" Mr. Marcy to Mr. Crampton, September 13;1854. - = ‘-
2-\Ir .Crampton to Mr. Ma.rcy, (thh an a /compamment,) Optober":‘
0, 1854.". . .
M. Ma.rcy to Mr. Crampton, OCtober ..o, 1834, 3
18 er Crampton to Mr Marcy, (wrth accompamments,) December 2
54 ,
- Mr. Marcy to Mr Crampton, December 8 1834 L B
lsgdér Crampton to! Mr.. VIarcy, (w1th an accompamment) Apnl 8 ,
" Mr. Marcy to Mr Crampton, Apnl 9 1836 '
- Mr. Kent to Mr. Webster, April 10, 1802 _
- Same to Mr. Everett, January 22, 1853 o T ' ‘
~"Mr. Savage to. Mr Marcy, /(w1th a.ccompamments,) September 22,
1854. thract ‘
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" Same to same, (w1th an accompamment ) September 27 1804 =
" Mr. Robertson to Mr. Marcy, October 7, 1854. o
. 'Same to same, (with accompaniments,) October 22, 1894
" Same to same, November 11, 1854. Extract. - " '
* Mr. Gibbs to' Mr. Robertson, November 17, 1804 Extract
~ Mr. Hyatt to Mr. Marcy, May 1, 1855. thract -
Mr. Robertson to same, July. 23, 1805 Extract. .
Same to same, (with' accompamments ). J uly 27 18a5
. Mr; Palmer - to Mr, Marcy, November 9, 18ao ‘
~Same to same, December 6,.1855 ' '
“Mr. Parker to Mr. Marcv, (Wlth accompamments,) February 12
1836 Extracts. o :
‘Mr. Trousdale to '\Ir Max cy, (w1th aecompamments,) February 13 |
1806 Extract. :
“MF. Robertson'to Mr. Marcy, (w1th accompamments,) Apnl 5, 1856

Same to'same, July 7, 1854, Extract. = o
Same to same, Jaly 90”1854 ‘Extract. - ~
"Mr. Savage to Mr. Marcy, August. 28\1804 Extract e o
. Same to. same, September- 6, 1854 D - R

. Same to same, (with accompamments,) September Ty 1854
- Same to same, September11; 1854. -

" Mr. Parker to Mr. Webster, January 21, 1852 Extract
_-Same to same, March 27, 1852.

“Same to samg, (with accompamments,) May 21, lSa.. : Ex\tract.
-Same to same, (with accompaniments,) June 19 1852.  Extract.
~-Same to same, (With accompaniments,) July 20, 1852, ~Extracts.
. Mr. Parker to Mr. Webster, . (with accompamments,) August 19,.
180.. Extract. : |
‘Mr.” Marshall to Mr Everett (wrth accompamments,) March 8,;
1853.  Extract. - - .

Mr. McLane to Mr. Marcy, March 20, 18:)4 Extract
- Mr. Parker.to Mr Marcy (wrth an. accompamment) January 14 -
"1856.. Extract. : T PANEE :
‘Mr, Gilmer to Mr. ’\Iarcy February 1 1856.
Same to same, Februaryl 1836 [P

e qzr H. L. Buluwer toM) Webste:
BRITISH LEGATIO‘T, Lo
- Washington, December 31 1850

Sm I commumcatcd to you reccntly, in conversation, the contents_
of the enclosed copies of .a.correspondence between Captain Hastmgs, g
senior officer in-command. of the southérn -division of her Majesty’s
naval forces on. the west coast of ‘the- Afrlcan station, and Commodore :
Fanshawe, on the subject of the course t6 be pursued by them, in.
order to maintain cordial ard friendly, co-operation between the offi- -
cers of the British and_Dfiited- Statés avies respectively engaged in
the suppréssion of the“slave trade; and 1 stated that her. MaJesty 8.
government: derived ‘the siucerest gratlﬁcatlon from the proofs which -
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this correqpondence aﬁ'ords, both of the eﬁ‘iclency of the steps taken
by the United States government to prevent the abuse of the United

States flag, for purposes of slave trade,- and§ of the ‘cofdiality with

—which- the'Unlted States naval officers, in pursuance of theu' orders,

co-operate/ with the officers of her. Majesty.

I also observed, with regard to the questlons star/ted by Comma.n?

,der Powell, of the Umted States vessel-of-war ¢¢.J. ohn/ dams,’’ referred

to in: Capt'am Hastings’ dlspatch ‘of the 17th of April. (here enclosed,)

to his commander-in-chief, that her- ‘Majesty’s gov ernment was de-
sirous of coming to ai underst‘mdmv with the Umted States govern-

‘ment, in order that identical instructions way be gwen on these pomts_‘

to the naval officers of the two governments., :
- 1 deem it best, however; in 6rder that the. faatter should not a.mxdst

the numerous. aﬁ‘a.xrs which call- for - your. attention, be forgotten. to-

state in writing that her Majesty’s- government consider it a general

-and’ aanowledO'ed principle of international law, that the. na,tlonahty ,

of a vessel must be determined, not by the flag which may be hoisted

from time to time at her masthead ‘but by the. papers which -prove:

her ownershipy and upon. tlns, xssued those' instructions . to  which:

-Commander Fanshawe refers, for' the guidance of her Mages y’s naval

officers engaged in the suppression of the slave trade, ordéring such

officers to board any suspected vessel and to require the productlon of

her papers, whence arise ‘the questions mooted by the con;ima,nder of :

the United States cruizer ¢ John Adams.” - L

Tt appears to her Majesty’s vernment that the proper couirse to_
be- pursued “would be that, if, avessel so boarded should produce

Ameriean papers, and the ma.ster should persist in .assérting her
American-character, and if, never theless, there should be grounds cither

for suspecting -her. 0 be enm"ed in slave trade, or for supposing her .
papers to be false, the \essel ‘should be dehvered over tothe nearest-
United States naval'officers. - But;, if the master should disclaim Ameri-

can nationality, orif the; Umted States oﬁ‘icer should, on examining
the papers, find them to be false, then, and in either “of those cases,

the vessel ‘shoyld remain in, or |be giv on\?ftck to -tite charge of the

“British officer, to be dcalt W1th by Brltlsh courts accordmcr to the real
charactel of the vessel. -

This proposed arra n"ementps founded on the pr esumptlon that the"

'courts ot the Il nited States could not deal with a v essel detained for

slave trade unless ghe was United States property.” -And that if a
slaver were :to Le sent foritrial to the United States, and it should

appear on trial that she was'notan United States vessel, the court would “

5acqult her for want of Competence in thecase.

. I'may mention. that'a copy of the instructions a,bove ref'(,rred to e
1ssued by the’ admiralty, was transmitted to vom depaftment flony-

“this legation. on the 6th of September, 1844.

- Ishall be happy; at-your carliest conv emence, to hear Q\om oplmon
.respect to the pg'oposed arrangement. : ‘
T avail myself of this occasion. to renew to you the assux‘ances oﬁ my.

hmhest cons1dera.tlon
. H. L/ BULWER
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. [Enclosure] _ Ha ‘
P CENTA‘UR, Accmem\r Jlfa J 17 1830

SIR W1th refelence to the documnents.I have transmitted in my.

‘letter No." 149, of -the 11th instant, I have to-request you will be. .

pleased dlso to lay before theé lords commissioners. of the admiralty.

_the enclosed copies of a.letter which I have received: ﬁ_om the.Hon.
. Captain Hastings, of her Majesty’s steamnship. ¢“ Cyclops,” senfor offi-

‘cer of her Majesty’s ships.-of the south division, seeking additional

: mstructlons from me with regard to the co-operation between our

~ - -

',‘w 'hich I"had’th

cruisers -and those of the Umted Qtates_, in consequence of some pro- -
:posals from the commander of the United States .corvette ‘‘ John
"Adams,’” and of my reply thereto. I shall be glad to receive “their :
“lordships”.opinions of the views I ha,ve expressed and thch I hope'
'wﬂl rgleet thelr approba,tmn - . o . x

B! have, &,c,, . |
SRR e' i) / ARTHUR FA\TSHAWE
et ) Commodme .

To the SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRAL& e

. S

i L > :'3 [anlosure.]

i "Oaptam Hastmgs lo @’ommodo;e I’anshawe
- Lo
P e TR CYCLOPS, OFF AMBUZ, Apml 17 1850.°
Sm 1 o ;u:ler it my dutv to Bring under your.notice a conversatlon .
he Konorof holding mth Commander Levin M. Powell, -

' commanding tne United States shlp-of- r “‘John Adams;’’ relative:

- tothe 1ecent captures which have. een mniade by some of the cruisers .-
* unider 3 your orders-on: the’ southwest coast of Afnca of Brazilian ves-: .
- sels; who have attempted: to. evadg; search by presentmc false Amencan; '
-,papers and hoisting American colors on meeting 4 British cruiser.

‘Corithgnder - Powell began by stating to me “that’ he was not de-

--;su(}us, in’ this convelsatlon, of- refelrlntr to. past captures, but that -

‘00w an American Vesseliof-war was 'statloned on-the . southwest coast -

of Africa, he desired to make’ SOme arrangement .or/have spme -agree- .

.ment between the’ respective cruisers on’ all further cccasions of our~:
* meeting- vessels bearing the emblem: of our respgctlve countrles, but
__,;producmg, in the individual boarding captain’s opinion, ne just: ngh'{; :

t0 wear it,/and h¢ would ‘suggest that for the futme, should: a vesse

be boarded by ané' .of our.cruisers. presentl ,-in_our opinions,false

"American color S, and. that on our doubting the natlonalltv—of the ves- -
~sel;and: informing the ‘master that our duty was, doubting . his. ma- -
tionalit 5 o eru.d him'to an American officer for further scrutmy,.

that should the sa.1d master, (shoulcl the vessel be an illegal trader, 4
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and emploved in. the slave trade, or fitted to be 80 cmployed,) for fear
of the consequences, (the law of the United States inflicting death on
‘any of its. subjects.convicted of being engaged in the slave trade,)
“destroy the fraudulent American papers, and immedjately present
Brazilian ones, and direct a Brazilian ensign to be hoisted, that we,
the ‘British officers, should not seize such vessel as a Brathan slaver,
“although we see she. is fully equipped for the slave trade, and. is de-
livered over to-us as Brazilian, but that we ought to detain such vessel,.
on the grounds that false papers were first- presented to us to evade
search, and either give such vessel up to the American cruiser, if pre-
~sent on the coast, 1f not to be sent to an Amerlca,n port for atljudl-
cation.’ o
- As I hold no mstructmns for. my guldance in cases arising such as
1 have had the. honor of presenting jou, I have respectf'ully to call
upon you for your orders for my | future guidance;; and to place the
subject before you in all its points of dlfﬁculty a,ncl doubt, I would
beg to'submit the f'ollowmo‘ case, - whlch 1 hkely to arise at the present.
monient, viz: 4

Two shlps-of-wa.r, cruising ton*ether for the suppl ession of the slave
trade, namely, one an Amerlcan and thic-other an Enﬂ'hsh cruisér, ob-
serve a strange vessel, chase. is given by both cruiscrs, and on nearing
her, before the stranvel has éscertamed the nationality of the ships in
‘chase of her, she hoists an American ensign, but on closing each other
‘the stranger discovers that the vessels chasin g are the one an Ameri-
can the other an English cruiser. 'We will suppose that,. similar to
our late captures, the. stranger is fully equipped- for the sla.ve trade,
-with Brazilians on board ; the master, or owner of the vessel, knowing
‘that if seized by the American cruiser, and’ on- emmmatmn be found
by the American officer illegally fitted or full of slaves, the Jaws of the
United States' condemn- hlmself and crew to death; but should the
stranger change in the chase (after learning the nationality of the ves-
sels pursuing h1m) his colors to Bramhan, and on.the English ‘cruiser
reaching him, deliver his vessel up as a'fully equipped Branha.n for.
the slave trade, or with slaves on board; I would ask for your. instruc-
tions as to my guidance on this, a.ppmently to me, most 1mpm+ant
subJect as in Commander Powell s views, the vessel should be deliv-
ered up to the American officer, because, w1thout any proof against
her, she first displayed the American ehsign in our presence. I would
observe, also, to.add to our difficulties, many of these illegal vessels
.have two sets of papers, fraudulent Amerxcan and Branhan, to be used’
as occasions may arise for them..” =

I can confidently add, from my knowledge of ma.ny -facts concermng
our recent captures, W]uch I -have learned ﬂ om différent parties; that
these vessels left a port in the Brasils, as Braazilian vessels, owned by
Brazilian subjects, and ‘that no-American-will be found who can la.y
claim to any of them as his property. :

Tt is'true that we have, at the present moment two cruisers of the‘
'Umted States: co- operatmo' with our vessels on this coast, for the sup-
pression of: the slave trade, but in consequence’ of their depot for provi-
sions being so distant, their period of remaining here_does not cxceed
two months, and pelhaps another two years may elapse before ‘any.
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. other vessel of that nation appears again. here; their, presence will
.check the abuse of the United States flag by vessels not entitled to
wear them, and it is to- be regretted that the-American cruisers were
-not sent here long before. . .~ -~ . oo

. .. ..« . GEORGE F. HASTINGS, Capiain. -

‘ . ‘[Enclosure.] _ _ ‘

Commodore Fanshawe, British Navy, to Captain Hastings, British Navy.

_ o o  CexTAUR, AT AscENsioN, May 15, 1850.

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letters from the ST
to the 22d April, transmitting to me a correspondence,-and reporting'
“to me verbal communications which had taken: place between yourself
‘and the commanders of the United States ships-of-war ¢‘ John Adams’”
‘and ‘‘Perry,”” .with various documents on the subject of the captures
which had been made during the few preceding months by her Ma-
Jjesty’s cruisers, under your orders, of vessels which had fraudulently
assumed the American flag, and also of complaints of the masters of.
the legal traders ¢‘ Catherine’’ and ‘‘Louisa Beaton,’’ respecting the.
manner in which they had been visited by the officers of our ships on.
the south coast, and, in consequence, seeking from me fresh instruc-
‘tions for your guidance, with respect to: your’ co-opcration with the
cruisers of the United States, in the event of the recurrence of your
meeting Brazilian vessels attempting to evade search by hoisting Aier-
ican colors and presenting ‘falsc American papers, and on the points
spoken of by Commander Powell, of the ¢‘John Adams.”’ ‘Before pro-
ceeding to reply to you on those matters, I must express the gratifica-
tion I have experienced in perceiving the cordial and conciliatory
spirit which pervades the whole of the communications between your-
self and the American officers, as creditable to yourselves in the per-
formance of the service with which you are entrusted, as it is‘in strict
conformity with the wishes'and directions of your respective govern-
ments. I entirely approve of the full and proper explanations which:
Yyou have furnished -Commander Powell, and I hope; being reported
by him to his commander-in-chief and government, they will proeve to
‘them the extreme desire of her Majesty’s officers, under my orders, in
carrying out the difficult and delicate .duties'which they have had to
perform, to act in the spirit of their instructions respecting the slave
trade, with. every courtesy and forbearancé in communicating with-
American merchant vessels. - If; on the one hand, some of such vessels
may have been subjected to annoyance by such visits, others have re-
ceived essential assistance;-and it strikes me that persons have/been
found-ready, on the reappearance of the United States ships-of-Wvar on.
the south coast, to report to their officers the one caseand to withhold.
the other, with a view of instilling a prejudice in their minds against .
the proceedings of* the British officers in their endeavors to suppress.
the Africanslave trade. - e
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Her Majesty 8 government was: mformed by me, by the earliest
.opportumtv, of ‘every particular respecting the captures alluded to,
“and the whole of the documents which you have now transmitted to
‘me will be forwarded to the secretary of the admlralty by the next
“mail. "And should thelr lordships see cause, arising out of them; to
-issue fresh instructions for my guidance, I shall, no doubt, be furn-
ished ‘with them quickly. I observe, also, that the’ subJect of the
-abuse of the American ﬂag by ¢‘sea letters’’ from Rio Janeiro, and
‘the sale of American vesscls there and on the African coast for the
purpose of slave trade, which has been the occasion of these captures,
has been introduced by the President:of the. United States in his mes-
sage ‘to Congress, and that they are invited by him to consider the
"means of preventing it. ‘Both gov ernments and legislatures are there-
fore likely to discuss the mattexs In the meantune, the 4th, 6th,
and ‘8th -scctions of the instructions under which I andthe officers
-under my orders.on the coast of Africa.act, appear to me to embrace-
every pomt respectmg our co-operation w1th American cruisers, and
‘the visit or search of any vessel, be she a legal or an illegal trader,
and I cannot authorize a depwrture from them in any shape _you
must neither stop short; and thus permit the escape of the 1llegal_
slave trader, nor must you exceed, and thus give offerice to the legal
trader of .a friendly. power Some passages in the letters of Com-
‘mander- Powell and. Lieutenant Foote to you bear closely upon the
question you have stated -as likely to occur, asking for my instructions,
for example: ‘‘ The flag is no conclusive proof of nationality; it loses
its true character when worn by those who have no rigc*. to. wear it.”’
I answer it. A vessel, during a chasc or visit by one “of our cruisers,
changes her flag for any purpose, but eventually hoists the Brazilian
flag, ‘is decla.red to be Brazilian property, and appears on-examination;
whether with Brazilian or ““no papers,” to be fitted for the slave {rade,
‘the iindoubted duty of the commander. is to detain and send her to a
British admlralty court for adjudication. Zwo sets of papers may be
considered a proof of illegal traffic; our instructions say, and Com-
mander Powell repeats, ‘\that the governmentiof the Umted States
‘are far from-claiming ‘that the flag of the Union ‘should give immu-
nity to those who have ‘no 7 ight’ ’ro bea1 it.”” In boardmg, therefore,
a vessel about whose nationality a suspicicn. has arisen, and it turns
out, notw1thstand1ng her colors, to be well founded, you must deal with
her as the instructions, page 17, require you to do, had she not shown
a false flag; but,.on all occasions of joint chase, where. circumstances
render ‘it practlcable, let the- visit of a vessel ‘which has shown the
American color be made first by the officer of the United States cruizer,
or should circumstances render” it necessary that the visit should be
first made by one of our officers, and- a doubt be entertained by him
of the legality of the véssel’s colors, take her without loss of time to
‘the senior United States officer in company, and, whilst the American
flag is flying on boarc%lzcr, let him decide upon- the just right of the
vessel to wear it; beydnd that we have nothing to do, (i.e. ,) although
she be full of slaves, but bona:jfide the ploperty of ‘anAmerican citi-
zen, with correct American papers, we have no right, we claim no
‘right, to detain her; “but we do protest against the ﬂacr of the Union
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belng used as a mere “emblem, and degraded by 111egally covermo'
the cruel and unchristian practices of the Brazilian slave dealer. All
that is sought may be obtained without any mark of disrespect to the
‘flag of the United States, without the slightest i injury to an American
citizen. It is 'sought only with the desire of suppressing the African
slave trade, the chief object for which the united forces of our respec-
tive countries are employed on the west coast of Africa.

The- co-operation of our ‘ships (which I may say had unfor tunately
been interrupted on’the south coast) being re-established with that
object, and conducted in the same friendly- and conciliatory spirit, as it
‘has been’commenced by yourself and colleagues, I feel assured will
‘tend very much to check if not. suppress the trafﬁc in ‘slaves, and I
‘hope ‘cement the present friendly alliance of our, countrles, and
strengthen the good under standing Whlch our 0'overnments are so- de-
suous to ma,mtam 2

" This letter will, I hope, rclle\e you from any. doubt or emban ass-
‘ment ; you are at liberty, should it appear to be desirable, to read it
to the American officer acting. with you, and you will make-it-known
to the commanders of your (hvmon as opportumtles oﬂ'er, enpmmg
them to the continued strict observance of their instructions in not
unnecessarily visiting the American legal trader, to abstain from
doing so in the presence.of a United Sta,tes vessel—of-war, and to give
the commandcrs every information in their. possession relatlve to the
glave trade or any abuse of the Amemcan ﬂacr

I am, &c ,
' ARTHUR FA\TSHAWD C’ommodme

0! ampton io My, Dero ecl

VVAQIII‘IGTO‘I August 17, 1801

S In a 1ep01t Wluch. her \IaJesty s government have - recently
received from Rear Admiral Fanshawe, on the state of legal commerce
and of slave trade on tlovestcoast-of Africa during the last year of
his command, that officer has reported that the slave trade has for the
present: a.lmoiiiénxirely ceased; and he attributes this state of things,
first, to the suc®ss which has. attcnded the operations of her Majesty’s
cruisers; secondly, to the repressive measures' adopted by the govern-
‘ment of' Brazﬂ and, lastly, to the cordial co-operation of the cruisers
-of the United States and France ; and the rear admiral has expressed
‘the high' gratification which he- has ‘experienced at the very cordial
and. trood understandmn' ‘which has emstcd betwecn 111mse1f and . the
American and French commanders '

I am, consequently, instructed b) her M‘z_]esty s vovernment to
express to the government. of the United States, on the part of the
lords commissioners of the adlmmlty, the pleasure. which their lord-
ships feel at tlhie cordial co-operation and fr1endly feeling which has
‘existed between the commanders of the American and Enghsh squad-
rons, whlle  carrying on those operations which have so eminently con-
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tributed to the attalnment of an obJect wluch both governments have
80 much at heart. .

T avail myself of this 0pportun1ty to renew to you, s1r, the assurance

.of' my hrghest cons1deratlon
R JOHN F CﬂAMPTON
W S. Dmmrcx, Esq cﬁc cﬁo cﬁc L

Mr Demck to Mr O’rampton S ;‘i N :'_'"'
SRRV DFPARTME\TT OF STATE -
Washington, August 20, 1851

SIR I ha.ve the honor to. acknowledcre the réceipt of your note oi’
the 1Tth instant, in which, adverting %o a communication recently.
recelved by her ﬁnta,nmc Magesty ] government from Rear' Admiral
Fanshawe on the state of legal commerce and of the slave trade on
‘the  western coast’ of Afrrca, during the last: year of his command,
“wherein that. officer "has reported -that the slave trade has for the
‘present. almost entirely ceased, and has given the causes to which he
attributes this state of thmcrs—you express onthe parf, of. the lords
commissioners of the British -admiralty the pleasure which their lord-:
ships feel at the co-operation and friendly feeling whiclr has existed
‘between, the commander of ‘the. British -and Amerlcan squadrons. on
that station, whllecarrymcr on operatlons for the suppression of the
slave trade, | I will take an- early occasion, upon the return-of the
President to the seat of government, to lay your notel Before him, and,
in the meanwhile, beg you to be assured of. the satisfaction which this
department -has derived flom the mfnrmatlon conveyed to 1t in that'
‘communication. |

- Allo™: me to renew to you, sir, the assurance of mv dlstrnvulshed

-cons1dera,t1on e e

R Dl N W S DERRICK |

T S T e ‘ Acnng Secretarg/
.;J(_)HN"F". QRAM~P'ro_rx,‘ EAsq..,"cCc &c B cfc ;_ S .

] - . o _....——v-—-’“ o
. - . - . .

P A anm'mn\'r OF S'LATE, .
. . Washm gton, Deceinber. 11, 1855, .

Sm I havc, tho honor to acknowledo'e the receipt of your note of :
the Sth instant, calling: my attention to some suggestions which are
s ffered swith a view to their adoptlon by this government for the more.
effectual prevention.of the African slave trade, and to state to y )
reply that they will e taken intc, respectf'ul consideration. -
“I-avail myself of this oppor tumty tot renew to __you,—w—-t € asmrmnce

~of my hlgh consrderatlon
DA"TII}L WEBSTER

JOHNI‘ CRNPTO\ Esq i (tc dic eﬁc
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J[r Crampton to Jllv Webster

S Bnmsn LEeA'.rmN, .
S ;"‘_'_/,_————-*-—sthmgton, "December 9, 1851.
-—'SIR”I'have ‘been instructed by her Majesty’s government to request
your atténtion to the following suggestions, with a view to their
-adoption by the govérnment of the United Sta.tes, for the more
éffectual prevention of the African slave trade:

One of the plans which has becn adopted of late years by the slave
traders on the west coast of Africa, in-order to cvade the treati¢s and
‘laws against slave trade, has been to make real or fictious purchases
of vessels which have cleared out from the ports of Brazil for the-coaist
‘of Africa, duly provrded W1th reaular Brench barc'[nuan, or Umted
States papers.

It appears that- these vessels clear out from Braml _xzetammo' thelr
Amerlcan papers,. and that théy keep those papers ior productlon to
any- slnp which may ask to see them up to -the time when all the
-prepa.ra,trons .have heen’ made for the .shipment, of a-cargo of slaves;
but.as-soon 4s.such a cargo-is shipped, those papers are destroyed and
the vessels sa,ll for Braml Wlthout any documents to prove any natlon-
dllty

rhe a.dvantave w]uch the slave dealers deme frcm tlus use' of the
United States ﬂav and of United States vessels is abvious, because the
.government_of . the United: States. not ‘having granted - to any other
countrv the right.of searching and seizing. "United States vessels en-
o'aged in slave trade, such vessels are safe From search “or capture by
‘any British cruiser during the whole time that they are lying off the
coast waiting for'a cargo: of slaves ; ; and during that time, if’ they were
liable to be: searched -their equlpments Would m‘ford sufﬁcmnt «rounds
for detention and condemna’mon o

“But wlicn a favorable oppcrtunlty ior slnppmo' then cargo of slav es
'has arrived, and no British cruiser is in sight, they take their cargo of
‘negroes on board destroy their: American, papers, ‘and make a run for
Bladll without any national character ; so that, on their arrival on: the
ceast of Brazil with their slaves," they -3.10 secm ed acamst the vi wllance
;.of the United- States consular-officers:

~A_gredt check mwht be given to hauds ol thxs lund. 1t the consuIs
of thc United States in Brazrl were ordered ot | to consent to any con-
tinigent ‘sale of ‘an; American vessel, but to. require that, wh_e_ggyg_r; any
such vessel is sold in. Wyyersen—-not'm‘ir’er ican, the pa-

-American natlonahty of the vessel should be-given.
: j.’co the Umted States conisul. -If this could be done, no vessel would:
sail for the coast of 'Africa” from Brazil, for purposes of. slave” trade,
under:the protection of the flag of the Umted States, but owned by a
person- not being an United btates citizéen. .. .

A further means of: preventing the fraudulcnt s'tlc of vessels’ on the
coast of Africa might be afforded to the consuls of the United States
in Brazil if ‘those. consuls were authorized to require that the masters
and consignees :of vessels under the United States ﬂag, clearing out
from ports of Brazrl for the coast of Afnca, should give securlty, un-
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:.w/

f'der bond that then' vessels should not be eno'a,ged in sla.ve tra,ﬂe durmg

“the mtended _voyage, such bond to be forfelted 1f the vessels should be-

" 80 111egally employed. :

" I.avail myself of. thls oppqrtumty to renew— to you, su‘, -the as-

surance of my hwhest cons1deratmn L

- - J OHN 1* CRA"VIPTON s
Hon D\NIBL WEBerR— d?:c cﬁc ST T L

L~

T 2 st BRI TISH- I.EGAT[O‘T, -
: LT Wasimwton January 2, 18.)2 o
~ Sm “T'am’ mstructed by he1 ’\laJesty 5 governmenit.to’ bnna to. the
".knowiedge“of the government of‘the"Um‘ted‘"States -4 Bystem, to “the"
“existence of which:the attention of-her. Majesty’s government has:been -
“called"by hér. Majesty's-consuls in the ports of ’Worfolk ‘and ‘New. York:"
:T mean that: of .decoying negro:ladsfor the ‘purpose: ‘of “selling them‘j.
-into’slavery:in the,,_Umted States, which appears to have-heen' for’ some’.
_,tlme practxsed :"passengers ui United: btates vessel '

( K Spa A
_to he_r MaJesty S: leﬂa,tmn in: reward to a-cage. f this’ sor’o, ~by her’ MaJ~
‘esfy’s.consul at. Norfo}' ith a-¢ respondence whlch ha’sf_j-
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navy, master, }ast from the Isla,nd of Jamalca, who Were, as f am .
- informed by Mr, Consiil Ba.relay, of New York, British subjects, and.

“supposéd to have been brought into this country to be sold as slaves.

"I have ascertained that there ‘were-several colored people landed here:
from- that steamer;; but, as in  the’ precedlno case; no entries or declara--:
“tions-were'made atthe custom-house as-required forthat purpose: ~ In
proof of . the’ 1llegahty ofthe proceedm«'«rs herew1t11 have the Honor
to enclose foi: your mspectlon, my-ofiéial-note Wpon. the matter to Mr ;
Stubbe. mavor of thrs mty, and of' lus replv thereto BT R

:/A

Bnmsn (JO\SULATL, STATE or Vmum,m B L
ol Norfolk, October3, 1801 b

Mr I“:?W .),ung heantanmc Magesty s consul presents’ his’ comph-jj_
: ;ments o Mr. Simon Stubbs, and will feel mugeh obho-ed by His furnish--
_ing Mr“;*\Varmcr Wlth ,the ‘uame: “of_the -erson whe brouoht seven};,
lored. b “eity, . by thé. A '
j..Lxeutenant Hartstene, Uliﬂ:ed: Sg’ates'n y, master n the
“to whom hé was pleased to m,nt—{ cafe, as 1
fo° aliow the _seven- colox' )OYS:
;_from this'y 1

figde s
e
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slaves, the Baltxmore Stex/mboat Company had ag they ha.ve and ha.d
- the "tight to do,. established regulations of thezr own in relation to
" slaves,.and that was-t6 Tequire of all persons’ ‘travelling with their own
. slaves even to enter into pond swith’ security in double the value of the
" slaves, to mdemmfy the said company against.all loss or damage ; and
- should the slaves-turn out to be the property of. another; upon recew-
“ing this information, the individual determined :to go on bosrd the "
stea,mer ¢ Iflinois,’”’ and go on to New York, the oily certificate which -
he thinkshe granted to any-out of the’ passenvers on board said steamer, '
" was a free negro from Boofie county, in the State’of Missouri, havmo' a-
register ‘from_ the court; of said county, and correspondmg, in’ the
oprmon of the mayor, wlth the pelson then before hlm -

—— ]

Sm I h&ve the honor to acknowledo'e ‘the" recelpt of your note of
the 2d: mstant /in which, by-direction. of her, Britannic Majesty’s gov- -
“ernment,’ you brmg.w 0. the l\nowledge of that of the' United States-the -
- allegéd existence of ‘a system ‘which is.supposd to have’been for some .-
trme practiced. by passengers in United States vesséls totiching at'Ja> :
malca,,” of :decoying ‘negro lads; for the purpose of selling . thenié. nto "

y.in this: country .and:express the confidence felt- by her- Mages- :
ty’s government that-thisgovernwment. will direct -its"-authorities-to
take. every lega,l means: of checkmg ‘sueh criminal proceedmgs, and of *
Brihvmo tp‘ us "ce‘ a ers; in’the, United States awho may be

onor 'to: inform . you that’ the. mformatron
ur note is the first which has been received by this,
ny oth" T dep’ t of. the gove_fnment of: the
: ” ‘you Tefer..: ‘Indeed, -
dnapprng colored:. persons,
/islands, b persons ofi_board of i

g“afforfl ‘them “ample meatis o”" serting then-'
pums n"O' those concerned in the:attempt to: -

'ereof" ~."Sha uld- yot at any tir ?k@
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M'r Webster to JII/ Crampton

S DEPART\IENTOFSTATE, L
el TR T Was]zmgton, August 18, 1852.
Sm I haw., the honor to acknowledrre the receipt of your note of
'the 15th instant, in which, by du‘ectlon of her Majesty’s principal
secretary of sta.te for fmeurn affairs; you bring to the knowledge-of
this «rovernment the part taken by an Amerlcan citizen, named James
‘B. Endlcott in_certain irregularities committed ‘in the conveyance of
~¢oolies-in the British vessel ¢ Susannah,’’ from Chi ; an to
‘return the dotuments which accomp: with my tha.nks
I a.vall myself of this-eppor umty to renew “to you, siry” the a.ssur-

ig! cons1demt10n
” DA\IIEL WEBSTE

J OHN F (;RAMPTON, Esq " ch , ke, ((‘cc

. . . g . ——— R

L e

T DEPARTVIEVT OF STATE, e
Pl L e IVaskzngton, March 18, 1853.

Sm I ha.ve the honor to acknowledfre the’ receipt: of your note of
i-the 16th instant, with which, by dnectlon of your goverament, you
transmit to' this department the copy of a dlspa.tch from het Britannic
‘Majesty’s consul in the Capé Verde islands, reporting the circum-.
“stances under which Commodore Lavallette, of the United States squad=:
ron, detained and gent to the United States two American schoonérs
from New York, named the *¢ Advance’’ and the *‘ Rachel-P: Brown,” .
which were. ﬁtted oout for the slave trade, and éxpress.the satisfaction
of her MaJesty s government at the conduct of Commodote Lavallette
on the occasion referred to; and'its conﬁdence that'the government of
the United States will. afford all the support in its power. to him ‘and
‘to other ‘officers of -the United: States ‘navy who.may exert themselvés’
in'a hke manner to preverit the Vessels or the flag of the United States:
from béing abused for the purpose of ‘covering. the nefarious devices of
/the-slave: dealers.~ You also transmit the copy of a dlspatch from her
Majesty '8 minister at: Rioade Janeiro. relative -to- the! cmployment of
“United States vessels in ‘the schemes now in progress for the renewal
«of the Brazilian slave trade, and staté that, from information received
from her Majesty’s consul general in Cuba, it appears that the vessels.
-and the flagof the United § States are also now. Frequently used by the :
islave dealers of Cuba, " L .

1 ayail myself of this. opportumty to renew to you, s1r, the assur-
- ancg* ef my- cllsturdmshed consxderatmn :
>/‘ = W L MARCY

JOH‘I F. CRAMPTO\T Esq b (ﬁc (ﬁc c@c



iAMMEW oF S’J.‘ATE o

- : , Waslnngton, Ap7 zl 20, 1853

B TE I have the honor to acknowled«e the receipt.of .your note of -

“the 19th instant, in-which-yoii bring to the knowledge of this govern- ;

ment the fact that a-United—States. brig, under the-command of one'

‘José Maria Suma, sailed; about. the middle of January last; from.‘ej~

-Montevidego. for- the coast of Aftica, equipped for the slave trade. .
In, reply, I have the honorto thank you for the information, and to--

'state that-it will. at once b2 communicated to the. Navy Department -
-1 avail myself of this opportumty to renew to you, sir;-the assur-‘g

ance of" my hlfrh cons1derat10n -
E WL MARCY
JOHN F CRAMPTO\* Esq . cf,c ctc dic e

N, . .
T S
N

07 ampton to 1117 Mm‘cv/

;-1 e T e '- o é’ o WAsanTov, Marck 16 1853
Sm In comphance w1th an instruction ‘which I have recéived fiom -
the Earl-of ‘Clarendon, herBritannic Majesty’s prmclpal secretary of -
state for foreign affairs, I have ‘the lionor-to" tra,nsmlt te you herewith.*
.'a, copy of & dlspa,tch wlnch had been receivéd: at the foreign: office -
fromMr: onsul-in: the Cape-Verde istamds; -
;;;;repmt ng—the_clreumstance% under ‘which ‘Commodore La,va,llette, of -
_.thé United Statessquadron, detained at PortoPraya. and sent to the
~ Uniited States tv7 ‘Americen - schooners’ from New: York, named . the
¢ Adyance ™ and the ¢¢ “Rachel -P. Brown,’” which were ﬁtted out for-
the slave trade,’ and ‘I am instructed to inform you, sir, that her Ma-.
Jesty s government has observed, with great sa.tlsfa,ctlon, the v1011ance, "'
pr omptltude, -and: firmness shown by: Commodore Lavallette in causing-
‘these vessels to -be seized . and_sent home, and in removing from ‘his~
‘situation Mr. Pexote, who, it appears, opposed the selzure, and tned
to screen the- captains of these vessels; . 4. = 3
~Tam’also desired to say, that her M{a.]esty 5. government trusts that -
»the ‘government of the United Stateswill afford all the’ supportin their
-'‘power to Commodore: Lavallette: and to any: other officers of the. United:
~States navy, who may-exert themselves in & similar _manner, in: ofder.
5 40 _prevent; the vessels. or )éhe ﬂag of the Unitee States_from. being.,
“abused “fortie purpose of covermv Lhe nefamous dev1ces of the slave\,'
“dealers T
- L-With ref'erence to thxs matter, I am dlrem to eommumcate to you,'_
- the enclosed” .copy. of & (dispatch® “from: Mr. Southerr, ‘her’ Majesty’s
~.mihister at' Rio de Janeiro, by which you will- learn; that the employ-
ment of United' States-vessels forms-a “prominent part of the schemes.ﬂ
z now in prowressefor the renewal of the Brazilian slave trade. -
"Tam. also 1nst1ucted ‘to inform ‘you tliat the dispatches of her Mia-
. Jesty s consul general in’ Cuba, show that the vessels and - ﬂag of the
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'Um’ced Sta.tes are now frequently used by the slave dea.lers of Cuba.,
‘who are carrying on their operations more extenswely anl v1gofously
than they-have done for some. years past.

Tavail myself of this opportumty to. renew to you, slr, thelassur-

~ance of my. hlghest dons1dera.tlon
. . JOHN F. CRAMPT@N‘
Hon W L MARCY, Secretar y of Statc o :

Extract from the Rw de Janewo newspaper ¢ Corrcw Mercantzl " of
: Dccember 31 185‘) F —

. o ;_, . [Translatxon]

h “\“Vhen we yesterday mentloned what we I\new mth respect to a
disembarkation” of Africans, ata place upon our coast, we said, ¢ we
understand that that- contraband trad.e has been carned on under the
-Amex ican flag.” -+
. "¢ From: the 1nforma.tmn we have smce collected 1t may be sald and
we state it with regret, that that act of piracy was protected by the
fiag of the United States, and was fostered by subjects of that’ great
.na.tlon, who, in disobeying the -ordérs of their government and: in-
fringing | the laws of their country, are not ashamed to tarnish- their
glorious national -flag with the sole sordid aim of reaping advantages
from that heinous trade in- Africans. If it were possible to extenunate
“the ‘paiufil impression common to all; in.seeing a great crime. perpe-
trated, from especial conq1deratmns, ours would be lessened on reflect-
ing that it was not our flag which protected that crime, and ‘that even
our authorities upon “the, coast ‘may find excuses for not havmg em-
"ployed the'means for preventing the disembarkation in question, from
the want of- disposable force to resist: the satellites of our potentates,
‘who still-presame ta do, everythmtr they please in furtherance of their
private interests. - =
+¢If the government of theeUmted States should ot 1nterest itself
in vmdlca,tmg the. honor of,its flag—if thc powers of its dlploma.tw
agents:and of its naval commanders shot g
_____ ~not-be furmshed ‘with.the means of prosecutmo those who
~violate the laws'of nations' and of théir own coutitry, the slave trade
will acquire fresh animation, add " the-American flag, which has 50
;much contributed towards the-civ 1117at10n of .the world,-in continuing
‘tobe respected "as-the: representative sign’ cf' a powerful na,tlon wﬂl
Jlose much of its dignity and glory. :
- ¢ It is asserted that other specula.twns of a sumlar na,ture mll also
'be protected by the American flag;; and although the, .American-min-
‘ister.may employ all the means w1t11}n his reach*to prevent the viola-
tion of the laws of the country which he so worthily: represénts; and
“he may therein be assisted by the worthy. commander. of the squadron;
“how-can they cbtain any: ‘proficuous result with the very few vessels’at
their. disposal, and ' those of large. tonnage and- scattered on 80 exten-'
.8ive a station as that of ‘South Amenca. P ' : |
© 2 -H.Ex.Doc. 105——2" .
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o “It behooves us, notmthsta.ndmg, not to lose:courao'e let the 1mpe-‘.
‘rial government colatinue to employ all the legal means at their dis-
-posal, and 'searches are legal” acts-for the discovery of crime-and’ of
-those who are: tfhe perpctrators of it ; they have more ‘than sufficient
force: for the pur pose, which, if employed with. circumspection, will -
‘bring repentadnce on those w ho think they are at liberty to-abuse the-
laws to which they are subject, and the v1olatron of which may inflict’
upon us- great ev1ls, weaken our crcdlt m forelgn ports, and retard
our prospenty T

" ¢If the 1mperml -fovernment should be, as in duty bound ass:sted
by the: author1t1es—1f among these shoitld exist that degree of earnest-
ness which is-said. to-have “been evinced by Sefior Francisco Diego.
Perelra. de Vascencelles, ‘the chief of the police of the capital, who,as.
we are;informed, has ‘discovered the clue wheréby to come at the-
Knowledge of the criminals on shore, whatever may be the class to-
which they belong, neither the trouble taken nor the expense incurred ,
-ddring the last- three years w1ll have been lost and the crmnnals Wll’l
réfrace their steps. -

~. ¢ The consideration that: w,e do, not choose to pla.ce obstacles to the
mvestwa,tlon 'of the-criminal aithorities obliges us to keep silence
- respectm(r all that has comé'to our lmowledge, but’ opportun1t1es Wlll
not be wantlntr for la.ymg the whole before our. readers :

'a Mr Southcrn to tlze E'a')l qf Malmsbury

T PN Rro JA‘TEIRO/ Jammry 1, 1853

MY LORD I have the honor to enclose a_copy of some ,]udlclous ob-
‘servations which have been pubhshed. in the ¢“Correio Mercantil,””-
‘principal journalin this dity, Tespecting the employment of the- Umted
States: flag. in. the slaye tradeto Brazil, in- connexxon w1th the la.te
dlsembarkatlon of Africanson, this coagh. = -

_There ig-great reason to apprehend. that fresh slave trade onterpnses
_‘are on foot, “and that. the United States véssels and cftizens under the
flag of their nation.. is the f'avonte scheme to‘be employed in-order.to
_=a.v01d the search of the cruisers. Should thig"turn-out to be: the case, -
it is etceedmo'ly to be feared: that we. shall have “the "pain to witness/
the renewal of the traffic in these waters, in sp1te of the eﬁ'orts of the
'Branhan government : =

‘The North American seamen are bold and unscrupulous, the reward
is most témpting from the present exorbitant price of slaves; and ‘the:
‘conduct of the subaltern authorities has been such as to encourage the.
timid slaye trader, who was- held back by the fear of detect1on a,nd_
,pumshment from an .offended govégnmen.. -

T am happy to state that Mr. Schenck has addressed thls «overnment
«eﬁ'ermg on the-occasion” any aid or co-opeération in- ‘his power.. Mr:.
Schenck, however, laments in -common with évery well-wisher to the"
guppression of the slaye traffic, the -defective state of ‘the laws of thez_'
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Umted States, wluch do not authonze the detentlon, by a sh1p~of-war
" of that nation, of a United - States vessel although ‘she ma.y be found
fully equxpped for the tra,de R . -

Iha.ve,&c, SLT . '
| : ST i, H.ENRY SOUTHERN
The EARL or M&LM.FEBURY SRR |
Jolm Eenclall to Lord Jolm Russell ' \, ’_ {71.

.'3‘_ ;

MY LORD I have the honor to re ort f¢ i rdshlp s mformatuon'f
2 Uritedi¥atessquadron, in the /Ger--
man’f\own, has de’camed thhm 'e Tast two gnths, at. Porto Praya,-
8t. Iago, two Amencan fore-and -aft* sehooners, which were fitted:out:
for sldve trading purposes, one named: ‘the ¢ Advance’’ *.and the other'-

‘ “Rac el P.‘Brown,’’ having sailed from New York.

“Thege vessels were reaularly entered at'the custom-house, and theu-'
paper (as is usnal) were deposxted at; .the American’ conisulate. - “In the
‘case-of the first named: vessef ‘every 0pp031t10n was given to her seiz-.

'ure, not -only. by the: aotmg Amerlcan ‘consul, but ‘also by the atthor-
ities -of the place.' ~The governor general, however, disapproved of
'such*conduct and 1mmed1ately removed the collector: The commio-
- dore also’ removed the acting American- consul’and sent’ the vessel to
~-the” Umted States, In the case of the-second vessel, the. commodore -
also again me vvlth opposmon ‘from ‘the authorities;- a,nd iwas obliged
- again 16-8 he' 1sland: of Bra.va,, for the 1nterference of the gov—-_‘

ppears, from:the best 1nformatron I can obtam, that the ca.pta.m :
of the “Advance” made:his escape: from ‘the American commodore, -
by obtammg a. passage to. this'place in an English’ schooner Schyrgd,-
-and. the. pape _this seized vessel wers scnt here. in charge of the .
eaptam, to/ithe owner of that vessel by a M. Pexote, ‘who ‘was ‘the”
“acting “Am consul before allided to. . This: slave- captain took :-
hxs -passage from hence to. Teneriffe by, the: ‘steam ‘packet, whence he—
%g}nded to: procee& to the:Havana; and I understand the papers of hlS
ed vessel Were glven to hlm at thls place bef01e hls depa.rture. R
Ihave &c, T - :’-’ﬂ_
. SRS ;_’_? JOHN RENDALL‘ RN
A f,'.f " :_ /Hm Brztanmc Jfajesfys COnsul
" Lowddomx Russizz, T ._

e

Mr O'rangpton 1‘0 Mrf Mm cy

WAQIII\GTON, Apml 19 1853

SIR I have the honor to! mform you.that her Majesty’s’ vovernment
nas recelved e dLspatch from her Mapsty § charge d’aﬁ'eures at- Rlo de :
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.‘Janen'o, 1eportmtr that a Umted Sta,tes brig, name unknown under
the command of a person named José Maria Suma, had sailed about

_the middle of the month of January last from Montevldeo, for. the

coast of Africa, fully equipped for the slave trade. -

- T avail myself of this opportumty to renew: toy ou, sn the assurance

"ﬁ‘-of my hl(rheqt conmderatton
z - JOHN F’ CRAMPTON
Hon W L Makcy, o
o Secretmy of S?aie

B

9 ‘_; apto'nrto Mr Mch ,
: g WA\IIINGTON f Ma Y- 30 1853
Sm In obedlence to an instruction which T have received from her
' Majesty’s principal secreta.ry of state for. foreign. affairs, I have the
honor to trdénsmit to- you, herewith, a copy of a- dlspatch which had.
‘been received in London from her MaJesty s commissioners at Loanda,
‘stating that two American vessels, the brig ¢“Silenus’’. and schooner-
““General de Kalb,” " had ‘succeeded ‘in the, beginning of the year in
*carrying away from Ambriz and. from a pomt called Cabega de Co-’
“bra;?’ upwards of 900: negro slaves ; and I:am Tikewise directed by.
-the Earl of Clarendon-to “eall your. serious attention to its contents,
-ang to say “that hér Majesty’s government feel convinced that the gov—
ernment of the United States mll use every effort in order to prevent
‘the revival of the African slave trade, for ‘which criminal purpose
‘theré€ is reason to -believe that-United States ‘vessels: are now exten«j
'Slvely employed by the slave dealers of Cuba and Brazil.’ -
T’avail myself of this. opportumty to renew to you, sn', the assur—

}a.nce of my lugh consxderatmn e
o TOHN l* CRL\MPTON

Hon Ww. L. Maxor, -
‘ S’ea etmy of Shlie S

3

‘-s{. -‘.‘S . -

T Rt

‘_',‘.4‘

Mess;s Jac/. son mul ("o ;rl, uh to t/u I/Jcnl of Malme.s-bu/ a/
L A T;onm famth 31 1833
, ‘\I\ Lorn We had }mdh elnsed our . preceding dispatch” wlién re-
ports were circulated that: the American vessels mentioned therein—
“the Brig ¢ Kilenus’’ and the-schooner. ¢ Genecral dé Kalb;”” had each.
jslnpped a cargo of slaves-between this‘and the Con"o, and we regret.
to'say, that’ Lommandu Bonham of her Majesty’s sloop #Crane,"”
who ‘arrived here yesterday from St: Helena, and who. spoke hcr Ma-.
Jesty’s brigantine ““Spy"’ off this port, confirms the statement. ;.
The. brlg, it appears, which had heen: boarded on- the 3d mstant by .
,her Majesty’s sloop “Harlequm,” succeeded on the followmg day, by
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the a,ld of some s1xteen or seventeen ]aunches wblch put oﬁ' at the
same momnient, in embarking in less'than two hours a cargo of upwards
of 600 slaves from the beach at Ambriz, with which she unfortunately
got clear off, though she seems to have run great risk of falling in
with the “Spy, whiich was makmg for the land at the same time, and
must inevitably have come. across the American, had the latter not
suddenly changed her course on the appearancc of a stranwe sall and ‘
stood along. the shore to the northward. ‘

The schooner “‘Gencral de Kalb,” wluch was seen- oﬁ' Ambnzette
at the end of the year by the ¢ ‘Spy > and whose captain had repeat-
edly and openly boasted of -his intention to transfer his vessel to the
slave traffickers’ for the purpose of: sluppma glaves, in spite of the
‘cruisers, soon-afterwards—the precise datc we llave not ‘heard—carried
off 300 from a point called “‘Cabega de Cobra,” a. well kno“n spot.
between. Ambrizette and Point Padras. = - '

Tt would be. superﬂuous for us, my lord, o pomt out to )our lord-
ship hov much-this occurrence is specmlly to be laniented at this par-
ticular moment, for whatever ‘may be .the destination of these slaves,
‘whether to the Brazils ot “to' Cuba—as is most probable—it is évident
that the success of the undertal\m(r must have the worst possible effect
in reviving those expectations on the part of slave . traffickers of its
being still possxble for tliem to continue-their nefarious pursuit, which,
‘but for the fresh . impetus- it :has here received, thov would probab]y
soon “have been constrained 1o abandon ag hopeless ‘

. But g still more lmportant consideration is, the: re—appeax ance of the
”U"'Td‘St“afes flag in slave trade adventures on this coast, to the’ abuse

of which : the e*certlons ‘of her Majesty’s cruisers and those of ‘the’
American squad*on in the year 1850 had put 1t was hoped a penna—j
nent stop.. . - * .-

"It is singular that th1s scanda.lous ploceedmo' bhould Thave ’taken
place just at thé moment when two American brigs of war, the ¢ Bain~
bridge’’ and *“Perry,’” have arrived-at Loanda. The former anchored.
'here on the 1st of January from Mazumba, but without, as it should
“seem, calling- off Ambriz: - On the 8th,on a xepresentatmn from Com-
-'mander \VVﬂmot the senior officer of this division; she sailed thither,.
‘but it was then too .ate, and she continued her voyage to St. Helena,,'
‘:Whence she'is to proceed to the rendezvous at Cape Verds. = ~ E

. The ““Perry,”’ which had returned home and has ]Jeen recommis-
rs1oned by Lleutenant Page, arrived here on the 23;} direct from ‘‘Anno
‘Boni,”’ “but in her passage down did not see a single sail. Lieutenant
‘Page’s present intention Is to proceed eouth in ’ohe ﬁrst mstance, and‘
to remain some time on this coast. : :

We have the honor to be, ‘

S GLOR xL JACKSON
S R - EDMUND GOODRICH
< .To ‘the,:E'AR'L‘ oF MAm_nanRy;

T .
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,%Mr Ma,rcy to Mr C’mmptan |
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, S
Washington, May 31, 1803

) SI- : I ha.ve the honor to aoknowledve the receipt of your note of
the 30th instant, inviting my serious attentlou to ‘the' contents of an.
. enclosed copy of a dlspatch from. her_Britannic Majesty’s commis-.
~ sioners at Loanda, in which it i§-staté® that two American vessels; |
~ the brig ““Silenus’’ and the schooner ¢ General de Kalb, had recently.
succeeded in cafrying away from’ Ambriz, ‘and from a point called
~Cabeca de Cobra, upwards. of nine.-hundred regro slaves. - You like-
wise add that her Majesty’s government’ feel convinced that the gov-
. ernment of the United States will use every effort to- prevent the, re-:-
- vival of the African slave trade, for which purpose there isTeason to .
believe that the Uhited States veskels are MOw . extenszvely employed
by the slave dealers of Cuba and Brazil. :
" “In'reply, I have the honor to state that her Ma_]esty 5 government
does no more than justice to the United States in believing that they
- will use.their best- endeavors to prevent the abuse of theu' ﬁag for

-slave trading purposes. - S
I avail myself of this opportumty to’ ren,ew to you, s1r, the assur-

i’ance of : my high cons1derat10n
‘ : W L MARCY
JonNI‘ CRAMPTO\:, Esq oy (ﬁc (ﬁc d‘c o

7." “..':’ - - '..' ",' - . ‘.'

Mr Mm Ik to Mr Orampton

DEPARTMENT oF S'I.'ATB G
e : \ : . Washington, sze 35 1853

a Sm I have the honor to ackuowledoe the receipt. of your note of &
the 27th ultimo, in which th¢*hope of her Britannic MaJesty 8 govern-
ment is expressed that some; 'if not all, of the useful:legislative mea-
sures for the suppression of the- slave trade, which are suggested by

- Mr. Schenck in the correspondence between himand this department, -
to which you refer, may’be recommended to. Con«rese by the 0'overn-,
ment of-the United States. _

. Inreply, I have the honor to sta.te that a copy of’ your note, and of, :_
other papers relating to the sla,ve trade, w111 shortly be commumcated
by the President: t0. Conwress o "o -

I dvail myself of ‘this ¢ opportumty to renew to ;you, s1r, the assur-,

a.nce of my hwh consxderatlon
W L. MARCY

JOHNI‘ CBAMPTO‘I, Esq,d'c dc d:c ” e
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6'. :M'r Marcy

WASHINGION, Jul Y 1 1853

SIR In, obedlence to an, mstructlon which. I/have received from the"
. Earl of Clarendon, her Britantic MaJesty R princlpal secretary “of state
for foreign affairs, I have the lofior-to transmit to you, herewith, a
,;-coPy of a dlspatch andof-its enclostre, which_her Majesty’s ‘govern-
*.mbnt have veceived from Real Admiral Bruce, the commander-in-chief
.ofher: MaJesty 's naval forcgs.on the west coast of Africa station; ca.lhng’
» attention to the embarrassment to which her Majesty’s naval officers -
employed in_the suppression',of. the ‘slave trade are subJected owing.
. 0:the pra.ctlce, which  hds:. veoently been renewedfhy masters and-
' sﬁperca,rgdes of United States® wessels of selling their. shlps/ di the
Oast-of Afnca, to-be employed as éla.vers ‘and Tam further. instructed, -
‘cymihniticating thes¢. papers, t0 press upon: the government of” the;;_
e States: ﬂthe necessn;y ©f increasing their naval-force’on the
west-coasty of Afrlca, ig, ,prder to prevent thls desecratxon of. the,
%mmcan flag. - - e
- 5Ligyail myse% 31:' 'th@pp‘ortumty o T renew %o vou, srr, the assur ance ;,_’,
,consideration » e ‘
A ”‘% i JOHN F RAMPTON

!, Crampt

: 'Secretary_pfm&dte«« R o BT -;“-'. "f*",'

Real Admzml Bruce 1o lke Secretar Y o the Admzralty

T ccPE\EhopE,” LoAm)A, A_przll 1853

Sm 1 Perhaps the reatest dlﬁicg% y.our officersin.Africa have had' ;
to contend ‘againit in prosecutmo the shipment of slaves has: been."
}‘,occaswned by American masters and supercargoes. selling or transfer-“,‘iv
Ting their vessels to slave dealers residing on the coast: . ,
 This practlce, I regret-to say, 1s—new49erng—renewed and the baneful& ,
-effect of it is shown ; Dby the escape-of the bri g “leenus” frbm Ambnz';"‘_
in Febr ua?;* last with-600 slaves on board. -~ - -
"7 2.The *“Silenus*arrivéd on. the .coast . about the 24 of J anuary, :
from - New York, ‘and was immediately denounced .by Commodore
l'Wllmot of herMaJeéty s sloop “Harlequin,”and (,ommodore anning,
“of the -United States brig ¢ . Bainbridge,’’ as a-suspicious vessel ; the
latter afficer, I believe,” took .every means in his power to ascertmn her -
‘character, but the fact is that; until'a ddy or two before they receive -
the" slaves, thnse vessels are- not fitted i a ma.nner that would m &
'-'legal point of. view justify their: detentxon ' o
. 8.='Fhe "schooner “General Kalb” is also Q. vessel denounced by i
Commodore ‘Wilmot and, ‘as will be seen by the accompanying letter,f{'
“her master docs not deny that he has alrcady sold her and ’chat she is
mtended for the slave trade.; .

-4, The American bngantme “Monte Chrxsto” from New York
belon«mgn to Kmﬂston, Powers, master, La Sa]ea, owner, ‘was. boardedi -
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' _by her Majesty 8 sloop “Crane, on*’{'be 19th of Febl;uary, she had -
‘on board three Spanish, as. passitigers l%ﬁ‘vere ed at Loanga,
to establish a factory, it is said; together % 97 larg e casks in stakes, .
gunpowder, 40 pipes of aguardlente a quantity of bale goods, and
- large crates, and took in sand balla.st intending  to*sail for Rio de
Janeiro. She was watched until the 6th of March, and “only left by
the ““Crane’” when 300 miles off the land, on her way to Rio. « It.1s
not improbable that she will return to the coast, become the property ¢ ¥
~ of the Spaniards, ship her water casks under *the protectlon ‘of the
American flag, and afterwards take on board slaves; the sand ballast
~answering all the purpose of a slave deck. ;. ~5, = . 'F% 4 T3
5. T deem it right to acquaint you with thesé%artlculars, in"order;.
that you may brmg them under the ndtice of ‘the lords: éﬁmlx_gmloners'
of theadmiraly;with a view fossome-éfféétual remedy bein
to an evil, Mnch if permitted tv co&mue, will completéi :
our efforts in the suppression of*, tHe 8 qf,t.trad‘é‘m this.p¥riaofs O
- world. I am aware that to the ‘governnfent of theﬁUmted States
. question is beset with many 1mpgﬂaments 5 still, however dete TYred
* that government may be to prese&'ve itsm 3 i1iti] Jorag
-mterﬁ,rence, 1 think it might be ‘induced thout pfi EFid
general principal for ‘which it contends, to’ wake eBHti
" coast of Africa, where its flag isin s0 many Mﬁces :
,used for the worst of: purposes. '
But if the pnwlen'e of inspecting Amerxcam vessél is ngﬁto be
| concedcd to us, even in those waters, it certainly behdoveathe goverp-
- ment of the United States to take measures to pre entY those vessels‘ :
~ from being_employed in the slave trade ; to this end;.] would suggest,
~'1st, the utmost care and caution on the part of. the United States!
'jao'ents in Europe and America in ascertaining the character df their
vessels sailing for the coast of A ™ica; 2d, an increased. force of small
‘vessels belonging to the United States, to be.employed in crifising on -
~_the coast; (at present there is only one brig between Cape Lopez and
‘the southu n limit of the station.)*
. 3d. Regulations compelling pa,rtles selhng or transferrmcr Vessels
~on’ the coast of- Africa to communicate the partxculars to thear Te~
_spectxve guvernments . <
: 1 havc &c R

RS R W. BRUCE
Real Admzral and. Commander-m—c]an
To the SECRETAM OF 'rm: Anmmury ‘

. Mr W dmot to Mr. ,A[annm g-
HE‘R Bmu\mc M AJESTY'S sr.oop “HARLEQUIV :
St. Paul de Loanda, January T, 1853.

Str: I hawe the honor to bring before your notice the proceedings.
- of the two vessels named in the mar«m,T at present saxhn(r under the

sNine hundred miles. ) : S -
‘ 1“ General l\nlb,"_ s Snlenus 37 Amerxcan colors ' : '
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ﬂag of the Umted Statcs, dalmm" the protectlon of that country, and
I beg to call your attention to the very suspicious character of these
vessels, more especially the former, which I cannot help thinking .
‘might be discovered to be an illegal trader by an American shlp-ot— .
war and detained as being eno'a.ved in the unlawful traffic of the slave
trade, our gxeat prmcnplc bem«r the prevention of the slave trade, and
not the capture of vessels .mer they have shipped their living car-
goes; although. this is a most desirable object, I cannot help teclmrr'
‘that both you and myselt are, actuated by only une great motive in the
execution of the service upon which we are employed, and that if the
subjects of Awerica and of England are suffered with impunity to
lend their efforts indirectly in . defe‘xtmw the object which our respect-
ive governments have in view, Africa will long remain in its present
‘deora.ded state, and all the efforts of cnlhzatlon will be in vain.

‘ The ““General Kalb* arrived upon the coastat the latter end of
October last, and an extract from the boarding book of that date states
“that the wessel arrived on the Slst October, was boarded by the ¢ Har-
Jlequin’’ off Ralienda, her name is ¢ ‘ General Kalb,”” the master’s name
C. Kehemann, the owner, L. Kraft; that sheisa fore and aft schooner
‘(pilot boat) under American colors, from Baltimore, bound to Kabenda,
belonging to New Orleans, 62 da.\s out, with 9 men,.and that she is.
82 tons burden; her cargo lumber and pxonsmns :

~.-The captain- “of her further states that he has sold the vesscl and
lﬂakes no secret that she is intended for the slave trade.

‘It is not likely that a legal trader would come 1o this coast upon an
'emptv speculatlon, or that her cargo would merely consist of a quan-
tity.of provisions-and planks sufficient to miake a slave deck.
“%Fimber is'an article that neither the European or native merchants
‘require, - Africa- produces this in abundance ; nor is it llkcly that a
.tegular trader would bring out such a small quantity of provmons for

sale It would be like carrying coals to Newecastle, - '

‘Since being boarded*by the ““Harlequin,” in November ]d.st the-

““General I\alb” has been up the Congo river, and she was dlscnvered"‘
by Commodore Foote, of hér . \Ia]estv s ship “Volcano,” fast to the
‘Portugese factory pier, at Punta de Sinba, 40 miles up. = The captain,
~mate, and crew were laid up with the fever. I must here state that:
the captain is' a Bremen by birth, and has served in British ships-of-
war, and that the mate was with the ¢ \fVllbcrforce steamer with the
Niger expedition, :
~ On the 29th December last she came down the river and was again
boarded by the ¢“Volcano,’” the captain’s statement being that he was
“bound to Ambriz to complete. the sale of his vessel. :
It is very evident from the above cucumstances that the vessel in
questxon is here for unlawful purposes. First at Kabenda, then in
‘the Congo, then at Ambriz; all for the same object. "If he were a
‘regular trader it is only natural to suppose that he would have one
fz'xed object in view, and he would either be consigned to a house -of
agency on this coast, or remain at a place where he would be most
likely to purchase such a cargo as he required.. That he will sell his
“vessel and that slaves will be shipped on board, whenever there is a fa-
vorable opportunity, I am confident of, unless the American flag can
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bc proved to be unlawfully used by hxm as a cloak to his vxllamous
intentions. -
" The “Silenus”’ brlg was upon this coast Tlast yea.r for the purpose
of being sold and- carrying slaves away. This was perfectly well
"known to all our cruisers, and hence a vigilant watch was kept on her
_ roceedmvs “Money was on board her for that purpose. The ‘“Har-
equin’’ was in company with her several times, and after remaining
~ here some months, trying every expedient to. effect her object, which.
wag only thwarted by the anxious care of our vessels, she finally gave
“up the business and sailed for America, after being chased off the
Ambriz part of the station by the ‘ Harlequin.” -
- There is a report, which I believe to be quite true, that the super—
- cargo committed great atrocities before he finally left the coast. I will
-not enter into them now.. They are doubtless well known at Ambrlz,
‘and amongst those who are connected with the sla.ve trade. |
On the. 2d January, of this year, the ¢‘Silenus’’ is again at Am-
brxz, having changed hands entlrely, with a new captam and a fresh
crew, laden with a general cargo, conswned* to no one out here, but‘
on the captain’s own hands,
Now I do not mention these clrcumqtances as creatmg SllSplClOlls of
“her legality, or not, but only to call your attention to the fact that
this vessel beannrr such a bad name as she has done, ever since her
arrival upon this coast has again ma.de her a,ppearance, after so 500D
leaving it a few’ months ago. 7 :
The mate reports that she lias a general carcro, (the captam being
“on shore at the time,) but she appears very l1ght and I cannot helE.
thinking that when boarded and examined by an officer of the Unitet
‘States navy, she will be found to be anything but what is stated, and
that her cargo, most probably; consists of artlcles that a slave dea.ler
“would be most anxious for, in e\chan ge for the slaves he is to glve ins
return.
= I trust, s1r, 3 ou will recewe thlS commumcatlon in ‘the same
fnendly lpmt with which it is written, and that you will readily be-~
lieve that I have only one object in. asking for your co-operation in*
examining these’ two vessels.  If you should concur with me in oping
iog, I shall be very thankful, and I sincerely hope it will not put’ you
-to any 1nconvemence, nor Leep you lonaer here than can possxbly be
‘avoided. __ 4 e
1 have, &c o :
K o ARTHUR P E. WILMOT
‘ Commander and semor oﬁcer soutk dwzszon. -
Commodore J. Mansme; - : .
United States bmg ¢ ‘Bambmdge"’ v

- * Since discovered that the *¢ Silenus ** wus cons:gned to Swnor F lores, a Brathan trader,
.resxdmg at St. Pnul de Loando. ‘ . :
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Mr Crampton to Mr Marcy

WAsanTox, August 19 18,)3

SIR In comphance thh an instruction from the Earl of Clarendon,

I have the honor to transmit to you herewith a copy of a dispatch from

-Mr. Crawford, her Britannic Ma_)esty s consul gencral at Havana, re-'

spectm« the employ ment of an American barque called the ¢“ Jasper,’

‘in the conveyance of slaves from the west coast of Africa to Cuba:
likewise a copy of the dispatch from her Majesty's consul in the Bight

of Biafra, which is therein referred to, in order that you may, if you

should think fit, cause them to be communicated to the naval com-

manders of the United States who are. charvei mth the suppresswn

of the slave trade. :

I avail myself of this opportumt) to renew to you sir, the assurance‘

,of my highest. cons1derat10n
o JOHN F. CRAMPTON
. 'HOQ,.;'W' L. B’IARQY, Sec'reta.ry of State.

o

Mr Bucroft to E’arl Qf O'Zarendon

CLARE‘ICE, I‘ER\:ANDO COUMY- Aprzl 6, 1803

MY Lom) I have the honor to communicate to your highness tha.t_
I:haye received .information of an American barque, the “Jasper,
having& succeeded very lately in getting clear with a cargo of slaves,
shlpped at some place between Ca.pe St. Paul 's-and Popal.

The sameé ;vessel was in this place-in 1851 and purchased a small
quantity of palm oil on the island, and bound for Cuba. She is a
vessel of about 300 tons burden, _halls from. New York, and was at

‘that time commanded by a pcrson named Samuel Youno i
) Tam, &c., .- - JOHN BDCROFT

To the IJA.RL OF CLARE\'DO\

ﬂ[r Omwford to. tlzc C’aptam General

HAVANA, Junc 23 1853

| The Earl of Clarendonf ‘&e., has - transmitted to me the copy of a
dispatch which. he had Teceived form her Majesty’s consul, dated Fer-
nando county, the 6th of April last, giving information that an Amer-
ican barque, the ‘‘Jasper,”’ had succecded in getting clear with a
(I:)argo of slaves, shipped a.t some place between Cape St. Paulo and
‘Popal.* * . .

'\“‘_;,_, e -

: * The barque ¢ Jasper,”’ from Meriba Chices, Afrxca, to the cons:gnment of Don L. Garcm, :
arrived at Havana on the 10th December, 1851. : ‘
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The vessel alluded to sailed from this port for New York and from
‘thence must have gone to the coast of Africa, where she had been on
" a former occasion. The English and Amerlcan sailors who were on
‘board of her would not. allow the captain to take any slaves on board,

and she returned here with part of a cargo of palm oil, and br ouoht
as- passengers her real owners, althourrh the vmsel was under the‘
American flag.

The .Enghsh sallors, upon thelr arrlval at that time, made their
‘declarations in this office, as to their having unsuccessfully opposed
the taking on board of slaves, and the’ consul of the United States
‘here would not permit the transfer of the ‘¢ Jasper’’ to the Spanish
owners, who, as I before have stated, came from the coast of Africa as
-passengers to this port; and the consul of the United States considered
the “Jaﬂpcr so suspicious altogether that she did not obtam her
-clearance tor New York until the "20th of August last.

It would appear, however, that notmthstandmo all these precau—
tions, this vessel has made a slaving voyage to the coast of Africa, and
I have some reason to think that she brought her cargo to this. 1sland
always under Awerican colors. . Knowmo' ‘the efﬁmcxous messures'
which have been adopted by your c\cellency to discover the authors of
the violation of the law of ‘the treaty which took place at San Juan
de los Remedios on the 24th and 25th “of May last, I hope that your
“excellency will agree w ith me in opinion that probmbly that e\pedxtlon'
‘was the ¢ Iasper s”’—the more so, as a vessel of her measurement;
306 tons, would bring over about the same number of slaves as, it 1s‘
said, were landed at San Juan. I therefore hasten’ to lay this infor.
matlon before your e\cellency, as it may facilitate the Jnvestwatxons

I have, &c y - JOos. T. CRAWFORD, &
: ' ' - Consul General in Cuba ,
To hxs E\cellency the CAPT&IN GE‘U:.IHL '

&

M r. Crauforcl to tke Eail qf C’larendon

HWA\IA June 24 1803

MY Lozrp: Upon ‘the rccelpt of \our 101dsh1p s dispatch of the
20th ultimo, and its enclosure, which I have the honor to acknowledcre,
I addressed a communication to. his excellency the captain. general,
a copy of which I have now the honor of enclosing to your lordship.
- The American barque ‘‘Jasper,”” subject of Mr. Consul Burcroft’s
dlspa.tch left this port once before (viz: om:ithe 25th Jauuary, 1851;)
her last voyage, and procecded to the coast of Africa, under the
command of the master, Samuel Young; named in thét dispatch. -

- Upon that occasion she had on board three British seamen and
some others, Americans; upon her arrival she did not find the slave
“traders, her- rcal owners, to whom she was to be transferred by
Captain Young at Sierre Leone, and she proceeded to almost every
trading- place on the coast. It was, I think, at Little Popal that the
Spamsh owners were taken -on board ; tw1ce the planks for a slave
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_deck were taken m, but the Enrrhshmen and. Amencans would not

‘allow any slaves to be embarked, so that the cargo which was intended

to pay -for the negroes was ultlma.tdy chartered for palm oil, and

with part of a cargo thercof the *“Jasper’ returned to this port on

- the 10th of December, 1851, after an absence of 11 months, ' '
~ The Spanish owners came over in her from Africa, and every cffort

“was made by.them to take her over from Captain Young, but T was
able to get the consul of the United States to raise difficulties which
could not be overcome, and so the ¢ Jasper sar]ed tox New lnrk on

the 20th of August last.

It was a «rreat doubt, both Wlth the American consul and my self;
-whether she was really bound to the port of New York, for which she
“cleared, as we had information that she y was to be transferred to. the
_ Qpanmrde at Key West. '

The ¢“Jasper,”” however, encountered a heavv gale of w md sher

was so much damaged that she had to put into Key West, and owm"
~to said damages, she had also to go on to -New York, where, upon
her arrival, she was subjected to a process, in consequence of the dec-
larations of the American seamen who had been on board her, the
‘previous voyage to the coast of Atrxca, but from which process it
seems she got clea,r, no doubt for want of proof that.she had been en-
vaved in the slave trade, and as was to be. e\pected she proceeded
again to the coast.

CAs the vessel, the name of Whlch I have not been able to ascertam, ,
that ‘recently landed 680 cozals at San Juan de los Remedios, was
-a ship or barque of about the size of the ««J asper capable of stowing
the above mentioned number of slaves, the ¢ Jasper’’ being 306 tons
per revlbter, I have an idea that she it was which was burnt at
Cayo Fr ancis, after the landing was effected ; and L have commumcated
‘my suspicions to the captain geneml considering it might aid in the
investigation of the circumstances which, by his e\cellency § order, is
now going on at San Juan de los Remedios, to discover and punish
the partles who were engaged in that violation of the law a.nd of the
,treat'» for the suppression of the slave trade : S

1 have, &e.
| J()SI' PH T CRAVVI’ORD
| Consul f’eneral n O'uba |

To the lu ARL OF (,LARE\ l)O;\

| Mr Man J to Mr Orampz‘nn

Dnmm\mr OF STA’I‘E,
Wa,skmgton, August 29, 1853.

bIR I havc the honor to acknowled«e the. receipt of your note of
the 19th instant, transmitting, for the 1nformatlon of the naval com-
-manders of the Umted States who are charged with the suppression of
the African slave trade, a copy of a dispatch from her Britannic Ma-
jesty’s consul general at Havana, and a copy of a dispatch from her
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Majesty 8 consul in the Bwht of Biafra, therein refelred to, relatwe to
‘the employment of an American barque, called the ‘‘Jasper,”’ in the
“carrying of slaves from the iest coast of Africa to Cuba, and to inform
“you, in reply; that these papers have been commumcmted to the Na.vy
‘Department. =

I avail myself of this opportumty to renew to you su', the a,ssurance

of my high conmderatxon _
W L. MARCY.

Jon\:-F CRAMPTON Bsq " cﬁc d?c_.”,"‘(ﬁc.‘

Jfr Orampton to AMr. Jlfawy

quverov, February J 16, 1854

SIR ‘The strict watch which has been kept by her Majesty’s cruisers-
on the coast of Cuba, together with other circumstances, of which her
Majesty’s government have lately been informed, have led them to
conclude that henceforth attempts will be made more frequently to fit
out in the ports of the United States vessels intended for the convey-
ance of slaves from Africa to that Island; I have consequently been
instructed to call the attention of the Umted States government to this
matter, and te suggest, more especially as a means of defeating the de-
signs of slave tmders, that directions should be given to the custom
Touse officers of the United States to exercise - partlcular vigilance in
preventing any slave fittings to be put on board vessels purchased by

Portutruese, Spaniards, or Brazilians.
I ava.ll mysclf of this opportunity to renew to you sir, the assurance

of my umhest consideration. - _
| o JOH?\T F CRAMPTON
: Hon. W In_.MARCY, (ﬁc (ﬁc b .(f:« ‘

Mfr C'z ampfora to Mr Marcy

VV&QHI\’GTO‘I May 27 1804

SIR Hevmfr thouoht it my duty to call the attention of her Ma-
jesty’s government to the valuable suggestions made by Mr. Schenck,
the envoy of the United Statesin Brazﬂ in the course of a correspond-
ence which passed between that mmlster and the Secretary of State of
the United States in 1851, 1852, and 1853, copies of which accompa-
nied the message from the President to the Senate, dated the Tth of
March, 1854, I have been instructed by the Earl of Clarendon. to
state to you, sir, in reference to that correspondence, that these papers
have attracted much interest and attention in Great Britain, on the
part of those acquainted with the past history of the “glave trade in
%raml and in Cuba. - - L
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I am to state that although the Bra,mhan sla,ve trade ha.s ha,pplly
: ceased since the end of the year 1852; the great and very lamentable
increase of the Cuban slave trade in ’1853 has caused her Majesty’s

, government to. glve their earnest attention to the remedial and preven-
tive measures which Mr. Schenck has so. clearly and iorcxbly pomted
out to his government for adoption.- '

- Her l\IaJesty s government have partlcularly notxced the third recom-'
mendatlon contamed in Mr. Schenck’s dispatch of the 26th of April,
1852, with regard to the expediency of passing a law prohibiting. the

‘ grantlne' of consular sea-letters to American vessels sold on the coasts

“of Brazil or of Africa; and her Majesty’s government are of opinion
‘that if such a prohlbltlon had fortunately been law in the United
States, a great portion of the Cuban slave trade, which has of late
been extensiv ely carried on in United States vessels, such as the ““no-

“torious ‘‘Lady Suffolk,”” the ¢“Jasper,” the ““Silenus,” the “General

“de Kalb,”” and others, n:uaht have been prevented.

In conc]usxon I have to express the hope-of her Majesty s govern-
‘ment, that some, if not all, of the useful legislative measures suO'O'ested
by Mr. Schenck, may be. recommended to Contrress b) the 0overnment_
~of the United States. . .

I avail myself of this occasion 1 to- renew to you, sir, the assurance of

my hm'hest consuleratxon
: . JOHN I CRAMPTON
Hon. VV.L MARCY Sec; et(u Y of State

| Mr Maroy to JIr Orampton S

DEPARNENT OF STATE, :
Washington, June 28, 1854.

SIR 1 have the honor to acknowledcre the receipt of your note of the
26th instant, enclosing two reports of the proceedings of Lieutenant
Page, of the United States brig Perry, in detaining an American.
vessel called the Glamorgan, and in watching another, both of which
were suspected of being engaged ‘in - the slave trade. You likewise
state that her Britannic ’\Iagesty s government have recei: ed with much
satisfaction the accounts these reports contain of the vigilance and
activity of Lieutenant Page, and of his rcadiness to avail himself of
the co-operation of Lleutenant Skene, of her MaJesty 8 shlp Philomel,

for the prevention of the slave trade. -

In reply, I have the honor to inform you that no time will be lost
in transmitting a copy of your communication to the Navy Depart-
ment, which will doubtless make known to Lieutenant Page the man- -
ner in which her Majesty’s government has been pleased to speak of ‘
his conduct on the occasion referred to. - '

'I ‘avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, srr, the as—
surance of my high conmderatlon, | :

W L. MARCY

. JOHN F. 'C_RAM.PTQN, Esq., de. , &e., '&c._
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‘ Mr Ummpton to Mr Marcy

WASHINGTO\:, sze 96 1854

Sm: Her MaJesty 8 government ha,ve received reports of the pro- .
ceedings of Licutenant Page, of United States brig ¢ Perry’’ in de-
‘ ta,mmg an American vessel called the ¢ Glamorgan )’ and in watchlng :
another, both of wlnch ‘were suspected of bernor employed to- carry
away slaves from the river Congo.

I'am instructed by the Earl of Clarcndon to commumcate to you
-sir, the contents of these reports, copies of which I have accordingly
the honor to enclose herewith ; and I am further instructed to state to
you, ‘that her Majesty’s government have received with much satis-
faction the account they contain of the vigilance and activity of
‘Lieutenant Page, and of his readiness to avail himself of the co-
operation of Lieutenant Skene, of her’ Ma)esty 8 shlp “Phrlomel o
~for the prevention of the slave trade.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, sir, the as-

surance of my hwhest consxderatlon
IOHN F CRAMPTON
Hon \V L. MARCY, dc , a‘ic d;c.‘

HER MAJEsn s SHIP PIIILO\i'EL, A
- Of the River Congo, March 31, 1854.

Sm I hawe the honor to inform you ‘that on my a.rrrval off the
: Rlver Congo, on the 21st instant, I found the United States brig-of-
war “Perry " watching the movements of the American barque
‘‘Milanden,"” of New York Whlch vessel there was strong reason to
suspect was preparing to: trade in a cargo of slaves. ,
“ This vessel. had been prevxously ‘boarded by the boats of her
Majest) s ship ““Philomel,”” under my command, and nationality
having been correctly ascertaxned _she was proved to be bona fide an
Amerrcan, ‘and, consequently, by the treaty between England and
_Ameuca,, out of my power to’ det'un, even Jf' I had found her with
slaves on board. |
8. The commander of the ¢ Perrv havmor mformed me that he“
was very short of water and provisions, I suggested to him that he
should proceed to St. Paul de Loando to procure supphes, and that 1
wotuld remain to watch the suspected vessel during his absence ; but
‘as the Americans are fully aware of the powerlessness of the English-
~cruisers to search or detain them, and- as this vessel might pass us
“with . impunity, I proposed that the A'merican cruiser should leave an
officer and boat’s crew on board the ¢ Philomel’’ until her return, so-
that, in the ‘event of the vessel in question taking advantage of the
- 8¢ Perry ’ absence to embark slaves and effect her escape, an Amerl-.
can officer might be on the spot to selze her. -
4. The commander of the ‘‘Perry’”’ immedlately met my views on
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- the subJect and havmg sent an oﬁicer and crew on board the “Phllo-}
: meé for this purpose, he salled the followmo day, the 22d for Lo-

anda.

5. At dayho'ht on the 27 th the - suspected vessel was seen droppmg .
g down the river in the centre and strength of the current. '

.6, I immediately dispatched the two whale boats of this shlp under

the command of the second. lieutenant, and the American officer in

" his own boat to cut her off; the boats of this ship reached her some-

time before the American boat, but strict orders were given to the

officer in command of this shlp s ‘boats not to go on board until the

- American officer got alongside, when, if he demanded the aid of the_

Enghsh they were to board her, not till then. :

' The barque had no slaves or slave ﬁttm«rs on- board but from

' 1nformat10n I received from the shore, and which I considered as au-

- thentic, there were one hundred and fifty slaves in the bush waiting
for. embarcatmn, together with her slave deck, fittings, &e.; and she

“also having a forewn supercargo on. board at the time, all Ttalian, -
~and her movements, in general, being so suspicious, the American -

~ officer deemed it prudent w1th my concurrence, to detam her unt11 the

-return of the ““Perry”’ from Loanda. B '

8. On the 30th instant the Perry returned when I dehvered the _
whole of the aﬁ'arrs in questron into the hands of the commander of”

- that cruiser. ‘

.9, It has -given me great pleasule and satrsfactlon to have had 1t in-.
my power, in this instance; to carry out the instructions contained in-
the treaty between the United. States of America and England for the

- suppression of the slave trade, viz: that of cordial co-operatlon and

‘mutual assistance rendered by the cruisers of these nations to each
other; and, in this case, it has had at-least the good effect of show- .

'ing. that when the cruisers of our respective governments act in

- proper concert, how dangerous and, indeed, almost impossible it is for
vessels mtendmo to engage in . the slave trade to carry out thelr nefa-'
rious purposes 4 :

I am, &c .y
I N O D SKEN E,
o OOmmander and. senior o[z‘zce) oj tke ﬁ7 st division.
THE SECRDTARY OF THE Amrm ALTY. : o

LourDA, M’meh 28 1804

My Lom) We have the honor to acquamt your lordship. that the
‘United States brig ¢ Perry’’ came into this harbor two days ago, and
‘that we have recelved from Lieutenant Page the followmo conﬁrmatlon '
of the intelligence contained in our dlspatch No. 22, '

2. On the 10th instant, about noon, the Perry” being abreast of
the Congo, descrled a vessel a long distance out at sea, standing in
for the land. Lieutenant PaO'e 1mmed1ately ran up the blue ensign,
on seeing which the stranﬂer hoisted American colors. Lieutenant
Page then determined not to have the appearance of glvmg chase, but :

H Ex Doc 100—3 . _ o
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- by the help of his night-glass, he never lost sight of the vessel, and
- manceuvered with so much tact that, when meorning broke, he found
- himself within a few miles of her. - He immediately sent his boats in
‘rpursuit, and eventually captured her, the captain declaring that he.
would not have allowed any but an American boat to board him; but
-that; seeing they were officers of the United States navy, he at once
acknowledged that he was making for the land to ship a cargo of
-slaves (from 600 to 800) who were looking out for him. His slave-
deck, water, -and provisions were all on board. She proved to be a
‘brig, the ‘*Glamorgan,”’ of 200 tons, from New York, chartered by a
‘Portuguese now resident in that city, but well known formerly as a
:slave merchant on this coast, by name José da Costa Lima Viafia, and
consigned to another notorious slave dealer in the Congo and those
parts, named Cunha Reis, also a Portuguese. . .~~~ =
8. The ‘“Glamorgan’’ sailed from New York on the 8th October,
and landed her cargo in January, partly in the Congo and partly at
_Ambriz. The master of her was a native of Bremen, but a naturalized
American ; the mate was either an -American or an Englishman by
Fpirth, believed to be the latter ; and these, with the cook and two of
~the crew, were dispatched in the prize the following day for New

"York or Boston. T . AT
4. The supercargo- was from  Lisbon, and we regret to say that
‘Lieutenant Page, who had, at first, declared to him that he must
~either be sent prisoner to the United States or be delivered over to the
Portuguese anthorities, allowed himself, after the man had chosen the
“latter alternative, to be over-persuaded by the representations which
-were made to him at Ambriz, and which were signed both by the
American and English agents residing there, as well as by the Portu-
- guese, and to leave him at liberty at that place. S
5. The ¢ Glamorgan,”” as before stated, had been-several times
visited by her Majesty's cruisers, and as then; so now, at the moment
-of capture her papers, Lieutenant Page declares, were perfectly regu-.
Jar.. If she had not been deceived by the manceuvres of the ¢ Perry™”
~she might have escaped with the greatest ease, her sailing qualities
being far superior to those of that brig, or, probably, of any cruiser
~.on the coast. L T
6. On the person of the supercargo was found a letter with Cunha
Reis’ signature, telling him of the death of the Queen of Portugal. of
the precise position of thie ships-of-war at the moment of writing, and
that then was the time to strike.. e
. This letter Lieutenant Page sent to Commander Miller, of her Ma-
Jesty’s.ship ¢¢ Crane,”” who was then cruising in those parts. .
7. ‘Another vessel, also from New York, and under the same sus-
picious circumstances as attended the proccedings of the ¢ Glamor-
gan,’’ has recently arrived in the Congo, whose. papers appear, like-
wise, quite in order, but of whose sinister intentions Lieutenant Page
‘was so fully convinced that, on being obliged to repair.to this port for-
water, he left a boat to watch her most carefully, and with strict
orders to detain her should she attempt to take any steps confirmatory
rof his suspicions, such as shipping more water, food for negroes, &c.;
sand the better to effect this, he had put himself into communication
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w:th Captam Skene, of her MaJesty s ship. “Phxlomel " who had Just
arrived off the Congo as senior officer, and had requested. his co-opera-
‘tion and the assistance of his force in support of the Perry’ ’* ‘boat,.
if necessary ; thus showing a _disposition to act cordially and in con-
cert with her ‘Majesty’s cruisers, from which- the best results—if
evinced equally by his brother officers who may succeed him on this
station, for he himself evcpects shortly to be relieved—may fairly be
looked “for. The vessel in questlon is.a large barque, called uhe “Ml-‘

landen.”” _
R We ha,ve, &c o B L
_ ' GEORGE IACKSON‘

| | o EDMUND GABRIEL
The EABL OF CLARENDON K (' cﬁc . dfc dc ‘

‘_Mfr C’rampton, to Mr Ma;cJ

WAQIIINGTON’ Septembm 12, 1854. -

' Sm: I Lave the e honor to transmit to you, herewith, an extract of a
‘dispatch which the Earl of Clarendon, her Majesty’s prmclpal secre- .
tary of state for foreign affairs, has received from her Majesty’s consul .
general in Cuba, reportmcr the capture by her Majesty’s ship ‘¢ Espi-
ewle,” of the brig ‘“Grey Eagle,” of Philadelphia, after she had
,landed a_cargo of slaves at Oxtwosa, likewise a copy of afurther
dispatch upon this subject, receiv ed by his lordship from Mr. Comnsul
General Crawford, giving the substance of a deposutlon made by Jo-
seph Town, of Ph11adelph1a, before the United States’ acting consul
‘at Havana, respecting the voyage of the *“ Grey Eagle,’’ and the com-
position of-her crew. . In brlnvm« these circumstances to your know-
ledge, in obedience - to the instructions of her Majesty’s government
I am likewise directed to express the hope of her 1 VI%Jesty § govern-
‘ment that this case may be followed up. :

T avail'myself of this occasion to offer you, sxr, the renewed a,ssur-

‘ance of my. hlfrhest conslderatmn
TOH\T F. CRAMPTON

Hon \V I.. Marcy, -
SCC)et(t?JQ/ State, de. cfc (fc '

E’xtract Qf a dwpatcw ﬁom O'onsul General 07 aufm d io ﬂec E’arl of :
_ C’lmendon, dated Havana, ane 29, 1854. -

“Her Ma]esty s ship ‘Espxe«le sailed from this port on the 27th
instant, and was running to the westward in company with the Span-
ish brw-of-war ¢ Ahedo, when off Bahia Honda, Commander Han-
cock observed & brig with no colors hoisted laying in under the land ;



% SLAVE AND COOLIE TRADE.

-he therefore stood close in, but- not seeing a,ny person on board and
‘no notice having been taken of a gun which was fired, they sent a
‘boat on board. . She proved to be the ‘Grey Eagle,” of Ph1lade1ph1a,,4
and was undoubtedly a slaver, from which a cargo had very recently
“been landed. There was no one on board, no papers, colors, nor any-
thing to show under what flag she had been nav igating ; nor was there
‘any evidence to show that she had been taken by the authorities, nor
any town in sight from the place the brig was fallen i in with. Under
these cir cumstances Commander Hancock took possession of her; and
he states that he might have brought her away without any interfer-
ence, but as it was late he preferred, after he had put on board an offi-
‘cer and"a prize crew, to lay by her duunrr the night. In the morning,
however, the commander of the ¢ Aliedo’ stated to Commander Hancock
“that the brig had been captured by the Spanish authorities of Bahia
Honda, with 205 negroes on board, who w ere prisoners ‘at that pla.ce 5
‘and, under these c1rcumstances, she was given up to the ¢ Ahedo, to
‘be broucht to this port for adjudication. '
T learn from the captain general that the elaver reierred to landed
~her cargo; consisting of some 400 Bozal negroes, at Ortigoza ; that
the negroes were in a wood, but that they dlspersed and up to the
latest -advices only the numbe1 mentmned of two hundred and odd :
_hadbeen rescued.” - L R

' HAVAM, szJ 20 1804

My LORD I unde1 stand that the slaver brig .¢¢ Grey. Eagle’’ has
been given up as prize to the ‘ Espiegle,” and that the case is being
proceeded with before the mixed court of justice at this place. ‘Ire-
gret, however, to state -to .your lordship that, until now, no more of

the negroes have been captured, and from ‘what I have learnt from
the proceedmgs instituted at Bahia Honda, the good intentions of the
captain general are likely to be frustrated by the efforts of the slave’
‘traders, and the all powerful application of gold. - '

It appears that the crew of the ‘¢ Grey Eagle” came from Balna'
Honda into the port of Havana on board of -a coasting schooner.
The master, whose name was ¢ Donald,”” said to be by birth a French-
man, now a naturalized ' citizen of the United States, took passage
hence to Charleston, and all the rest had also got away, when a lad
‘whose name was J oseph Town, describing himself as of Philadelphia,
appeared before the acting consul of the United States, and registered
his deposition on oath, which the acting consul has transmitted to the -
‘United States district attorney. Said J oseph Town declares that the -
master’s name was ‘“ Donald,’’ that three of the sailoss were Mitchell,
‘Bourdon, and Leconte, the latter a Portuguese, one Spaniard, and five
more Frenchmen, who composed the crew. That the deponent -
shipped at Philadelphia, as he understood, and the others who spoke -
Enghsh for 8t. Thomas; that having salled as. they thought, a
‘much lonoer distance than St. ‘Thomas, they insisted upon knowmg‘
where they were bound, and were then informed that they were going
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to the coast of Afrwa, Where in a fow days a,fterwal ds they arnved
~-and in an hour or two the negroes were put on board, and they had

again sailed, bound, as they were told, for Havana ; that after a pas-
- sage of thlrty-ﬁve or thirty-eight da.ys, they arnved at, and entered,
~a small narrow river, where the slaves were instantly landed ‘and the
same night they (the crew) were sent off, about twelve hours ride dis--
tance to an estate, where they lay concealed for ten or twelve da,ys
Your lordshlp will perceive how exceedingly defective is .the deposi--
tion, in which no dates are put down,; no names of places, no mention.
~of the number of negroes, and the name of the coaster by which they.
came to this port is mentloned The deponent, however, says that he
is sure the district governor was bribed, as he saw him receive $32,000,
and three others also got $2,500 each. = What is very much to be re-
- gretted is, that Mr. Robertson, the acting American' consul, should
‘not have detained the young man, who he says was partrcula,rly smart
and observant, and his evidence would certainly have been most valu-
- able; very probably, I think, if well managed, it would have led to
. the convrctlon of the whole of the parties concerned in. the affair of
‘the ¢ Grey Eagle’’ at Ortigoza and Bahia 'Honda, but the Wltness is
-gone, and I am very sorry tor it ,

Iha.ve, &c &c, o
JOQ T CRAVVFORD :
R S Consul General cha'.'4 |
‘The_EA_RL OF'CLAR_ENDON._ T -

Mr Mm ey to JII) O'rampton

DEPART\IE\’T OF Sm:rn '
- Washington, September 13 1804

Sm I have the honor to acl\nowledn'e ‘the receipt of your note of
'} esterday, transmitting an extract from a dispatch of the 29th of June
last, and the copy of another dlspatch of the 20th of July following,

‘both from her Britannic Majesty’s consul general in Cuba to the Earl of
Clarendon, relative to the capture of thebrig ¢‘ Grey Eagle,’’ of Phila-
delphia, and expressmcr the hope of your government that the case

‘may ‘be followed up. -~ '

Inreply, I have the honor to 1nform you that proceedm(rs have been
instituted by the authorities of the United States against the parties
1mphcated in this case, and that those proceedmo-s wﬂl be prosecuted '
to a termination. = - -

- I avail myself of this opportunltv to renew to you, srr, the as-
surance of my hlgh cons1deratlon, - ) :

, 'W L MARCY

J_OIIN F. C-_RAmrrox, Esq.},_ (f_ic.,-(fc,.“, e,
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M Mr Crampton to Mr. Marcy

= WASHINGTON, ,Octobeo 20, 1854

_ Sr: 1 have the honor to inclose, herewith, for the information of -
the proper department of the government of the United States, a copy
of a dispatch which I have received from her Majesty’s consul general
"'at the Havana, stating that a certain Don José Egea lately left the
‘Havana for New York for the purpose of orwamzmo' a slave tradmg B
expedition from that port . '
The information contained in Mr. Cra,wf'ord’s letter seems calculated
* to enable the United States authorities at New York, and the officer -
‘commanding the naval force of the United States on the coast of
Africa to trace Mr. Egea’s proceedmvs, and to prevent the executron .
of his design.
I avail myaelf of ‘this occasion to offer to you, sir, the renewed as-
surance of my hwhest conblderatron, L
: ' - dJ OHN 14 CRA\IPTON

Hon w. L MAR(‘Y, o
Sem etary qf Staiﬂ

HAVA\ A, Octobc: 11 1804

Sir: I hasten to give you the tollowmo' mformatlon, whrch I have
just received from an undoubted -source, relative to an expedition
which is being prepared for the slave trade at \Tew York, thence to be
"dispatched to the coast of Africa. - T
©__On_the 28th ultimo a certain Don José Ewea left thrs place for
New York, in order to purchase through the Touse of Lasale, No. 6
‘Broadway, a vessel, preferring the rig. of a pilot boat, or fore and aft
schooner, capable of. bringing over 500 slaves from Africa to. this
island. The vesscl to he equrpped with water and all things neces-
- sary for the slave trade, and, so prepared, to sail from New York,
“proceeding to.a place on the coast of Africa in latitude 4° 52" south
and longitude 11° 15" east of Greenwich, where the slaves are, and
have been for some time, ready to be put on board. I understand
that just to leeward of the point designated by the latitude and longi-.
tude above méntioned there is a bight known as Black Point, and that.
our cruisers are generally about ten miles distant. - The Spamsh cap-
tain, whose name is Ortaya, goes passenger from New York in this
slaver, and he is to assume the command as soon as the negroes are on
“board and the vessel is ready to set sail from the coast of Africa. The
‘parties engaged in this adventure have been named to me, as well as
 the place to which the vessel is to come for the purpose of landing her
cargo; but these facts are of no 1nterest in the obJect which I have in
view by this dispatch.

- Almost all the slave e\pedrtlons for some time past ‘have been
"ﬁtted out in the United States, chiefly at New York, where there must -
“be some establishment—ship, or outfitting, ca,rpenter s, or bullder s
' ard——speclally undertakmg such business for the sla.vers
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I am aware that the attention of the Umted States government has
been directed to that circumstance, and that the vigilance of the Ame~
 rican officers at Philadelphia and New York has been such as that the.

‘masters of two slavers are at present under trial for slave tr ading,

‘and the vessels in both instances, although purchased elsewhere in the-
- United States, were fitted out at, and sailed from, New York. Iam,.
therefore, confident that every assmtance would be afforded for the de-
tection of the slaver about to be equlpped by Don José Egea, and I
~hope that you will be able to engage the energies of the proper officers.
-of the government for the purpose, who will know that it is necessary
to observe the greatest secrecy and dlscretlon, so as-to trace Mr. Egea.
and watch his progress, in order to pounce upon the c\pedmon at the'_

- moment of its completxon I have, &c., .
| L J OSEPH T. CRAWTORD

' He7 Majesty’s Consul Geneml in Cuba
Hls Exce]lency J' OHN I‘ C}MMPTO‘I ' e .

Jl[) Marc _/ to M) C) amplon

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, ~ -
Washmgton, October 25, 1854, .

. bm I ha.ve the honor to acknowledve the receipt of your note of”
~the 20th instant, with the accompanying documents relative to Dom
- José Egea, who is. supposed to have recently left Havana for the pur-
-pose of organizing a slave trading expedition at. New York. ‘
In reply, I have the honor to acquamt you that a copy of- your com-
~munication has been sent to the attorney of the United States for the
‘southern district of that State, with proper directions upon the subject.
1 avail myself of this occasion, sir, to offer to you the renewed as-

surance of 1y very great cons1deratxon
| W L MARCY
Jonv F CRAMPTOV Esq v dic cﬁc , cﬁc

| q’l’[r.“ Orampte-n ‘tb;M . Ma; cy

 Brmsu LEGATON
Washmgton, December- 2, 1854.

Sm I have been mstructed by her Majesty’s government to com- -
“municate to the government of the United States the two papers
which I have the honor to enclose herewith, and to call your attention -
to the facts thereby disclosed, in regard to.the manner in which the -
vessels of the United States are employed in carrymtr on the sla.ve,
trade to the island of Cuba. -

- The first of these. papers is a copy of a dlspatch recelved by her
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. Majesty’s government from her Majesty’s commissary judge at the
-Havana, and. will be found to contain information respecting the
_ 'system now constantly pursued, and which appears every day to be-
come more general, by which vessels fitted out in the United ‘States,
- and commanded and manned by American citizens, are employed in
this inhuman traffic. . -~ -~ ~ -~ .
The second paper contains copies of three depositions sworn before
Mr. Lynslayer, the governor of Fernando Po, and acting British
consul in the island, by three of the crew of the American schocner
- ¢¢QOregon,’’ showing the circumstances under which that vessel was
- in May and June last engaged in a slave trading voyage on the coast
" .of Africa, which, however, was interrupted by the stranding of the
“vessel ‘in the river Bonny. This document will be shown to throw
“considerable light upon the- devices resorted to by the masters of -
- slaving vessels, in order to evade the legal consequences of these -
criminal acts. . ..
I avail myself of the present opportunity to renew to you the as-
- surance of my highest consideration. e o
S JOHN F. CRAMPTON. -

HonW L. MARC!, cﬁg.,_'iﬁc;, cﬂc o

'Extract_('gf @ dz’sp'afck“ Jrom M., Bdbkkodéé,' her Maje.étg]’é"co’mmissafy
: {zéd%e at the Havana, to the Earl of Clarendon, dated October 10,

- Some time since I heard that 350 negroes had been landed in the lat-
~ter part of August last, from-an American. schooner fitted out at New
York—the ‘“Peerless,’’ Captain Brand—at a place called Morillos, on.

the north coast of this island to the west of Havana; that informa-
tion of this landing was given to the late captain general, and that .
~the negroes were found and seized on a sugar estate; that the super- .
cargo, a Spaniard, by name Vasquez, having received his money, left
‘this port, apparéntly without attempt at concealment, in an American
ship, the ‘“Cornelia,” on the 10th ultimo, for New York, and that
gll the crew having received their money had gone also to.the United
States. : ST L o
I beg respectfully to call your lordship’s particular attention to
some of the above mentioned facts as instances of what there is reason
‘to think is becoming the general system for carrying on the slave trade
“to this island. Vessels intended for this purpose are fitted out in the
-United States generally in New York, and often, I am told, at Charles-
ton and New Orleans, apparently for lawful trade, and commanded
-and manned by American citizens. Each vessel takes out a passen-
- ger, who is generally a Spaniard, and who, on arriving at the coast of
Africa, superintends the getting on board of the slave equipments and -
.cargo, together with a slave crew, generally including Spaniards as
well as Portuguese and others, and takes charge of the vessel and cargo
for the rest of the voyage. = Such appears to-be a part of the system -
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' generally adoptecl now. The consequence 1s, that thouo‘u the cargo
be Spanish property, and the real captain a Spaniard, yet because the
'vessel appears to be American property, and perhaps is really so, no
‘ccmmander of a British cruiser, without good reason for thinking the

" appearance falsé, may interfere with her. If the local authorltles at
the place of landing in Cuba seize some of the negroes in order to
- escape the pumshment for neglecting their duty, the. captain and crew

'need not be arrested, because. no such motive cxists for their capture,
as for that of the negroes, and they therefore can go leisurely to the
~United States in order to enter into engagements to perform their re-

. spective parts in a new similar undertakm" Most, if not all these
~ circumstances, appear to have attended the case of the ““Peerless’’ and.
other cases of recent occurrence. The facilities for carrying out this
-system of slave trading are greatly contributed to by the apparent.
immunity generally from seizure of the captain and crew of a slaver. -
 Mr. Crawford informed me lately that there had been a slaver:

" wrecked on the Isle of Pines, where five Bozal negroes and two dead
bodies had been. found ‘about. the 20th of Aufrust last, and that the

- surviving Bozals had declared, through an 1nterpreter of the Congo
nation, that they had been cast away, and.the whole-of the negroes

- except themselves had been lost, and the master and one or two of the
crew saved. Tt was discovered that the wrecked slaver was American,

“the master’s name Bryan, and that-he (the ‘master)-had. come -fo
Havana, and immediately embarked for Charleston in the Amerlcan
steamer “Governor Dudley o :

At Clarence, island of Fernando Po, on July 27 1804 personally'
appeared before me, James William Bishop Lynslayer, €sq., governor
of the island of Fernando Po, Richard Edmonson Birkett, master of
the good ship ¢ Belle,”” of Liverpool, who, on being sworn, deposed:
That while laying in the river Bonny, on June 26, of the presentyear,
‘a schooner with Spamsll colors flying entered that river ; the colors-
were half-mast high the previous day I had been requested to dis-
‘pose of an anchor for a schooner at the bar. I went to the chairman
of the Bonny court of equity, to consult with him if it was prudent to
dispose of the anchor, being under the impression it was for a slave.
vessel ; he advised me not to give it.. I went alongside the schooner
to let the captain know he could not get it; the schooner had run on
the mud. When I got alongside the captam requested me to go on
‘board, as he was in distress; the water was up to the slave deck inside.
On my boarding her, the captam and supercargo wished to deliver the
~vessel up to me, for the purpose of giving her up to the British gov-
ernment or officers. I told the captain I could not take charge of her
without a written document from him to that purport; he gave me
one authorizing me to take charge of her I then allowed the captain,
supercargo, and the crew. then on board of her, to go to my vessel,
takm%l their wearing apparel and private property only. I then oot '
the schooner’s sails furled, got an anchor belonging to the ¢ ‘Belle "
out inshore, cleared up the decks, and put everything below ; sent my
chief officer and carpenter to nail the hatches down and lock them I
left three men in charge at 6 p. m. T again went to consult with the
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- chairman, when I was informed by him that the natives meditated an
attack on the schooner that night. The chairman strongly advised
~ me to.remove my men in case of an attack, and fearful of their being
-murdered by the natives. - At 9 p. m. lights were seen on board the
~schooner, (my men having been removed previous,) and it was raining
~-very hard at the time ; there was also a sound as if hammers were at
work. At 5.30°a. m., on the following morning; I saw boats along-
side the schooner, and men at work—the English flag flying in the
- main rigging. I went alongside and inquired of the person in charge,
who had taken possession, and at what time they had done so? Heé
informed me that Captain Hemingway had boarded her the previous
~ evening about 9 o’clock; and he was then discharging cargo out of her,
having broken open the locks and hatches. A meeting was called
next day of the (captains) supercargoes, king, and chiefs, and remon-
strances made as to the legality of Captain Hemingway’s proceedings.
I produced the document I had from the captain of the schooner, au-
thorizing me to take possession of her; but Captain Hemingway would
~not give her up. I left my anchor on board the schooner. The Span-
ish flag which was flying when I boarded her, a declaration both in
English and Spanish, and an inventory given to me by the captain
-and supercargo of everything on board with the keys of the locks of
the hatches, I now deliver up to Commander Bedingfield, of her Ma-
- jesty’s steamship ¢‘Pluto,’’ in the presence of the aforenamed J. W.

‘B. Lynslayer, esq. - N o
S | R. E. BIRKETT.
Sworn at ‘_Clla'x:ence, island of Fernando Po, this 27th day of July,

1854. o S T
o . ~ . J, W, B. LYNSLAYER,
o - . Governor and acting Britisk Consular Agent.

At Clarence, island of Fernando Po, on the 27th of July, 1854, per-
sonally appeared before me, J. W. B. Lynslayer, esq., governor of
‘the island of Fernando Po, Joseph Cowen, chief officer of the ship
““Belle,’’ of Liverpool, who on being sworn, deposed : That he went
on board a schooner, under Spanish colors, in the river Bonny, by
~order of Captain Birkett, to get out an anchor (belonging to the
““Belle’’;) the vessel was nigh full of water. . The anchor was got -
‘out, the hatches put on, they were locked; and I gave the keys to .
Captain Birkett. ~Everything was put down below, off the deck.
Nothing was taken out of the schooner during the-time that I was.

there. o
~ Sworn at Clarence, i'_sla'x'x'_d'_ of Fernando Po, 27th of July, 1854.

. . J.W.B. LYNSLAYER, dc., dc., dc.
At Clarence, island of Fernando Po, on the 27th of July, personally
appeared before me, J. W. B. Lynslayer, esq., &c., &c., &c., Charles
Brown, carpenter of the ship ‘“ Belle,”” of Liverpool, who being duly

sworn, deposed : That he went on board a schooner under Spanish co-
lors in the river Bonny; that the said schooner was nigh full of water;
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that an anchor was got from the ¢ Belle,” the schooner not having .
‘one; the hatches were all put on, the bars on top; I put nails to pre-
vent the hatches or bars being opened. Nothing whatever was taken
out of the schooner durm{,r the time that I was there. .

" CHARLES BROWN. |

Sworn at Clarence, 1sland of Fernando Po, this 27th J uly, 1854,
. o | 'J W. B LYNSLAYER dec., &c e

At Clarence, Jsland of F I‘ernando Po, this 27th J uly, 18:)4 appeare&
before me, J. W. B. Lynslayer, esq., &c., &c., &c.,. John Walsh,
‘seaman, who being sworn, stated: I joined the schooner ¢‘Oregon’’.
of New Orleans, at Charleston, South ‘Carolina, for a voyage to St.
Thomas, West Indies; there were six passengers, but, after we left
Charleston, one turned supercargo and the others became seamen;
‘they were Spaniards, I think. = We left on 22d Apnl After we had
been some days (seven, I think,) at sea, the-captain got a brush of
paint (black) and rubbed it over the name at the stern, ~thus marking
it out.. The other seamen and myself spoke of this to the mate, who
told us to go aft to the captain; he said, ‘‘ well boys, I'm going to the
coast for niggers.”” Our wages were $— per month, but he told us
this; he said they would be increased to $40 per month I believe.
Rio Ponvo was his destination—called there, but a small vessel gave
us chase we outran her in two hours; the ¢‘Oregon’’ was a very fast
sailer. We went down the coast; saw the land often; came to off’
Bonny at the mouth of the river. A man of the name of J ack Brown,
head pilot of the river, came off in a large canoe and took away four
barrels of rum, two barrels of fish, bread, rice, and other articles to
fill his canoe.. We got under Welgh ina calm with a boat towing us
‘ahead ; the schooner drifted ashore and remained five hours ; ; she re-
ceived damade ; proceeded up the river, and having no anchor, the
‘captain put het on shore. T heard the captain give the vessel up to
‘Captain Birkett for delivery to the British authorities. = We took our
clothes and went on board the ‘“Belle,”” under the protectlon of Cap-
tain Birkett. ‘The schooner had Spamsh colors half-mast on entermtr

the river Bonny ‘
‘ J OHN WALSH
Sworn at Clarence, rsland of Fernando Po, th1s 27th day of July,

'1804
J Ww. B LYNSLAYER cﬁc &e., c@c

At Clarence, 1sland of Fernando Po, on the 27th July, 1854, per-
sona]ly appeared before me, J. W. B. Lynslayer, esq., &c., &c., &c.,
John Pearce, seaman, who being sworn deposed: I joined the schooner
¢Qregon’’ of New Orleans at Charleston, South Carolina, for 4 voyage
to St. Thomas, West Indies. There were six passengers, but after we
left Charleston, one turned supercargo and the other five became sea~
men; they were Spaniards, I think. We left on the 22d April; when
off Bermuda the captain got some black paint and rubbed over the
ship’s name; he then told us he was “ going to the coast for niggers,’”"
1ncreasmg our wages from §18 to $4O per month. Called at Rio Pono'o, :
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~ but a small vessel gave chase, and we ran down the coast, often
making the land; the ‘“Oregon’’ was a very fast vessel.  We left
- Charleston under American colors, but afterwards they were changed
- to Spanish. Anchored off Bonny; a canoe came off, and Jack Brown,.
- the head pilot, got her full of rum, rice, bread, fish, and a great many
- ather things. = The schooner got ashore; got off again and entered the
- Bonny with Spanish colors half-mast high; had no aunchor, and the
captain ran her ashore, delivered her up to Captain Birkett of the
ship ¢ Belle,”’ to be delivered to the British authorities. - -

0 JOHN . PEARCE.

‘ L"AY_ER, de., dic, de.

- At Clarence, &c., &c., &c., pérsonally appeared before me, James
- William Bishop Lynslayer, esquire, &c., John McLaughlin, seaman,
 being sworn, deposed: I joined the schooner . Oregon, of . New
~ Orleans, at Charleston, South Carolina, for a voyage to St. Thomas,
‘West Indies; there were six passengers on board, but after we left
Charleston one turned supercargo, and the other five seamen—I think
they were Spaniards ; we left on the 22d April ; when at sea a few days,
the ship’s name was rubbed out by the captain with black paint, and on
‘inguiring his reason for so doing, he replied that ¢‘ he was'going to the
coast for niggers;’’ he increased our wages from $18 to $40 a month;
we called at Rio Pongo, but as a small vessel gave chase, we ran down
- the coast; we-often saw land; anchored off the mouth of the river
Bonny ; alarge canoe with the head pilot, Jack Brown, came off and.
-returned with her full of goods of the cargo; the schooner got ashore,
~“but got.off again and entered Bonny with the colors half-mast high';
~she left Charleston under American colors. =~ =~ o
O  JOHN McLAUGHLIN.
_ Bworn at. Clarence, island of Fernando Po, this 27th day of July,

1854, R
S J. W. B. LYNSLAYER, de., de., dc.

 Bworn at Clarence, &c., &c., &c. -
o 73 W, B, LYN

- Mr. Marcy to Mr. Crampton
'DEPARTMENT OF STATE, =~
o : : - Washington, December 8, 1854.
Str: I have the honor to acknowledgg the receipt of your note of
the 2d instant, calling my attention to two papers therein enclosed
relative to the manner in which vessels of the United States are em-
ployed in carrying on the African slave trade to. the island of Cuba,
and to inform you in reply, that I will endeavor to make use of them
for the more effectual prosecution of persons concerned in that traffic
who may be subject to the jurisdiction of this government. = = = -
I avail myself of this apportunity to renew  to you, sir, the assu-

rance of my high consideration, - | S
_ o S .. . "W. L. MARCY.
JouN F. CramprON, Esq., de., de., de. L
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, ZlIr O'ram_pton to Mr Marcy

VVASHINGTO‘T, Apv al 18, 18:)6

SIR: I have been 1nstructed by Ther Majesty’s 'government to com—”
‘municate to the government of the United States the circumstances of
" the capture by a “Brazilian cruiser of the American schooner Mary E.
‘Smith, with a cargo of 387 slaves on board, as detailed in the report,
of which I have the honor to enclose a copy, from her Majesty’s consul
‘at Bahia; and todraw your attention to this case, as showing the sys--
tematic manner in which , as I have on previous occasions had ‘the-
honor to represent to you, the flag and vessels of the United States are:
»abu;ed by persons engawed in comnuttmo' the plmtlcal crime of sla,ve'-
- trading. :

I avml myself of this opportumty to renew to you, sir, the assurance-

of my hlghest consuleratlon
' JOHN F. CRA'\IPTON
Hon. W, L. ‘M:ARCY, ‘t,c (ﬂc e (f,c SEE

Bnmcn CO\SUL \TE -
Bahia, February 13, 1856

' MY LORD I have the honor to report that the American schooner
¢ Mary E. Smith,’”” which was the subject of Mr. Grattan’s dispatch to
-your lordship on the 15th of September last, accompanied by a memo-

randum furnished to him by the collector of the customs at Boston, .
was captured on the 20th ultlmo off -St. Matthews by the imperial
-Brazilian' cruiser e Ohnda,” and brought mto this - port w1th 387

Afncans “

- It appears the maste1 of this slaver had prevmusly, on the coast of
-RIO de Janeiro, attempted to effect a landing, but, being repulsed by
the police, came northward, determined at some pomt or other to
carry out his nefarious resolutlon, for which purpose; feigning distress,
he entered the port of St. Matheos, i in the province of Lspmto Santo,_
about six degrees south of this city.

From the v10'11ance then evinced on the landmv of two of her Por-

tuguese passengers, Manoel da. Costa Bastos and Jodo Jose Vianna, .
who, no'doubt, are interested parties, it soon~became clear to them

that they were suspected, and an intention existed, on the part of the

authorities, to capture the schooner in port; on whlch hurrying on

‘board, she soon stood out to sea ; but in the short space of i a few hours .
afterwards was captured by the above mentioned cruiser. - '
I never heard or saw a more distressing case of slave tradmo tha,n
the one the Mary E. Smith has offered. With a ca.paclty of only
122 tons, five hundred human beings were crammed into her on the
coast of Africa, of whom 133 had died previous to her capture; and
subsequently, until her arrival in this port, 67 Africans expued from
exhaustion consequent upon starvation and disease, their bodies being
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caten into by vcrmm - of the remmnder landed L 6 ha,ve been burled
and, of the survivors, _109 are ‘in the hospital suﬁ'ermv from the dis-
_ease contracted on board. Such is the deplorable result of this inhu-
man trafic. But, as a retributive act of justice, the master and three
seamen are hkew1se at present in: the hospital dangerously i1l from -
the effects of disease caught from the unfortunate individuals whom
they were instrumental in tearing away. from their country. -
" All the ship’s papers were fortunately seized at the time the schooner
was _captured. Her crew is composed of—Cranovich, an Austrian by
‘birth, but a citizen of the United States, known well on this coast as
havmn' been for many years mate in the Brazilian steam packet ser-
“vice, on the line from Rio de Janeiro to Pard ; several American and
‘two Portuguese seamen. - The two so-called passengers are residents .
of Rio de Janeiro, and supposed to be members of an association formed
‘there some time ago, and in Portugal, for slave-trading purposes. ,
I regiet.to add that, from the mvestlo'a.tlons made on board by the
chief of' pohce, four more vessels purchased in the United States and
‘belonging to the same association, are expected. w1th Afrlcans The
first expected is named the Mary Stuart,
I have also been in communication with the pres1dent of the prov-'
“ince on this subject, as well as for the purposc of obtaining mformatlon '
“as_to watch the nature of the steps taken to punish the gullty
I have expressed to his excellency, in the name of her Majesty’s
‘government, my congratulations on the -vigilance exercised by the
‘authorities on the coast but added ‘that, masmuch as this was the
first example of a selzure in' flagrante of the crew and- papers of a
‘slaver by a Brazilian cruiser since the passing of the law of Septem- :
‘ber 4, 1852, your lordship will naturally expect the utmost severity
-of that law to be enforced against the men-stealers, both as a warning
to others, and in proof of the good faith of government. The presi-
dent then requested me to furnish him w1th a copy of Mr. Grattan’s
dispatch to your lordshlp and of the memorandum attached to it, in
order to trace the guilt of the parties, and to serve as clrcumstantlal
“evidence of their prosecutlon Dbefore the auditor of marme, and w1th .
that request I'did not hesitate in complymo' : .
- Although promised by the president copies of the ship’s papers and
other documents to transmit to your lordship; I have not yet received
them, which I shall not delay doing as soon as they come to hand.,
I enclose herewith copies of my communications with her Majesty’s
degation at Rio; and add thereto a translatlon of a leading article of
one of ‘the journals of this city, as it is characteristic of the re-action
experienced during some cons1derab1e tlme past in tlns cﬁ:y in respect
to the African traffic. |
‘In conclusion, allow me to express the satisfaction I feel that, in all
the investigations which have taken place at the police, no 1nd1v1dual
residing within this consular dlstrlct is suspected of havmﬂ had any
‘dea.hn"s in this nefarlous case. o

T have, &e., ) _
| s JOHN MORGAN
The EARL OF CLAREVDOB, K. ., dc., de., dc. o
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M) Maz ¢y to Mr O ampz‘on

DF’PART\IE\’T OF STATE, o
Washington, April 9, 18.)6

Sm I have the- honor to acl\nowledwe the receipt of your commu--
_ -mca,tlon of yesterday, in which my attention is drawn to. the case of
“the capture, in January last, by a Brazilian cruiser, of the American
schooner ‘‘Mary E. Smlth, w1th a cargo of 387 slaves on board, as-
showing the systematic manner in which the flag and vessels of the -
United States are abused by persons engaged in the slave trade. .
I avail'myself of this oppurtumt\ to renew to you. s1r, the assurance‘
of my high conmderatlon o . : -

W L MARCY

Jomy F. CRAMPTON, sq.-,"(ﬁ'c., e., &c. - _'
Mr Kent to M. Wébster' |
‘[No.. 32'..] o co CO_VSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES,

Rio de Janeiro, April 10, 1802

Smr: As tlu, matters connected with the slave trade on ‘this coast
have an important bearing upon commerce and navigation, the inter-.
~ests of which are 1ntrusted to the consular department I deem it not -
improper to make some suggestions, and to state some fa.cts to the

department on this 1nterest1ng subject.

- I am happy to say, in the first place, that I ha.ve no reason to sup-
- pose, and do not ‘believe that there is now, or has been for the last
" year, a single vessel under. the colors of the Umted States engaged in
this traffic h'om Brazil.  During the first six months_ after I entered
~upon the duties of this consulate (1849-’50,) I felt compelled, under
“the provisions of the laws of the United States and the instructions to .
-my predecessor from the department, to grant several sea letters to
“American vessels sold here to citizens of the United States not usually
residing in a foreign country. In all such cases I required .proof of
~all the facts spec'lﬁed in the statute of enrolment, and limited the
~ master to ‘“lawful voyage or voyages until ‘the ﬁxst arrival in the”
~United States.”” In no case had I evidence of a deswn to engage in.
‘the slave trade, althmwh I was. not free from a suspicion of such a
design in some of the cases. I beheve, from facts which I have -
learned that all those vessels which did actually go to the coast of -
Africa have been captured and condemned, and that not one of them:
‘returned to this coast with slaves. - The course adopted in former
years to obtain the use of the United States flag in this nefarious-
traffic has been so fully stated heretofore, and is so well understood,

‘that it is needless to repeat the explanation. . But no apphcatlon for -
“ such a sea letter has been made to this office for nearly two years, and
" no sale of a vessel of the United States has been made in this port.
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| durln« that tune, w here I had any reason to' suspect that thie purchase
- was made with & design to engage in the slave trade; The permanent
~and temporary 1es1dents in thls c-rty, natives of the United States, who
were generally understood to have some connexion, directly or indi-
rectly, with this trade, have failed in husmcss, and nefulv all of them
‘have departed to ¢ places unknown,”’ and I trust they will never re-
_ turn to disgrace their country and outrawe humanity. o

In reference to the trade’ itself, T am. also happy to say, that it has
been, so far as T know and heheve, in a great measure, if not entirely,
suppressed for the last year. It may not become me to speak of the
operations on sca and land, carr u,d on by the Lutrhsh and Brazilian
‘authorities, except as to results

- Whatever views -may be entert*uncd of the dec1ded strong, and

vigorous measures of the English cruisers, when tested by the strict
prmmples of 1nternat1onal law 1o one can f"ul to see that they have
‘been cffective, in & great dewree, in suppressing for the time t‘in in-
famous traffic.

“The English vessels have made many captures; and ‘the Brazrhan
wovernment has certalnly made new and apparently honest and earnest
efforts for the same object and with like results. Thesc cfforts and
captures have been most disastrous and dlscouracrm«r to those engaged
“in the trade. - They have been astonished, confoundcd and very much
-alarmed, and generally have W1thdrawn, at least tempora.rlly, from-
the business. Some of them have been banished from the country,
and some who were captured condemned to 1mprlsonment

But I am well persuaded that the slave trade is but ¢ scotched not
killed,”” and that if the pressure is removed it will again spring 1nt0_
full life and vi cor. It is true there is a large party, composed prin-
cipally of native Brazilians, who are carnestly opposed to the traffic,
but there is, on the other hand, a very powerful and influential body,
‘composcd of men of wealth and enterprize, who have apparently no
conscientious scruples on the subject, who would, I have no doubt,
enter again into the trade as soon as the. chances. of success outwelgh“
the. chances of capture. It is generally conceded that if one cargo
out of three comes safely over from Africa, a decided profit will ensue
to-the owners, although two of the vessels with their cargoes may be:
captured or lost. A sla,ve costs on the coast from twenty o forty dol-
lars, and is worth “when landed from two to three hundred dollars
this profit is so «rreat that it.is in vain to hope that ¢‘ moral suasion’
alone will deter thow who have no conscientious scruples on the sub-<
_]ect and candor compels me to add that I fear, that upon demand and.
w1th sufficiently tempting offers, our own vessels and some of our citi--
zens would be found again prostituting the honored flag of our nation,
by participation in this disgraceful commerce in human beings. - The
strong arm of power has put it down, and in my ]udoment th1s alone_,
can Leep it prostrate, at least for many years. 4

I know that it is the opinion of many phllanthropists that if the
trade was left entirely free and unrestricted it would soon exhaust
itself by over production, if that term may be used. But there are
facts not O'enerally known or considered that stand in fatal opposition
to thm view: one, and the most important, is, that it has been found
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here more proﬁtable to e\:haust slaves by long contmued and severe
~ labor for eight or ten years, and then supply their places by new im-
- portations, than to raise children. Hence arises the great disinclina~
tion on most estates to encourage or permit connexion between the'
‘sexes by marriage or otherwise, or:to provide for their proper nursm«
- and care of the compa1 atively few children that are born. ‘
The mortality among adult slaves and children is truly astomshlnﬂ'. .
So long as the trade continues there will be a very large demand an-.
..nually to supply the void made by death and cusablhty alone.” But.
~ if the trade is effectually and finally supplessed necessity, prudence,
~and self-interest - will compel an abandonment of the institution of
. .slavery, or an entire change in the treatment of slaves and their chil-
dren in the particulars above alluded to, and an’ assimilation to the
“course pursued in our slave States. )
-~ When the foreign supply is cut off it will become the du‘ect 1nte1est
- of masters to. treat their slaves with kindness, and not prematurely
exhaust their powers for labor, and encourage and regulate the inter-
course between the sexes in a manner that will ensure proper atten-
 tion, nurture, and protection to the young and ‘helpless. This result
alone would Tepay all efforts that may be made for the suppression of
‘the traffic. I do not, however, mean to say that the owners of slaves
‘in this country are partlcularly cruel in dlsposmon, or in inflicting
direct punishment on their blacks. The system in actual operatlon-
seems to be the result of pecunmry calcula,tlon rather than of pre-
meditated cruelty. \
Another consideration in this connexion is the f'act that there are
in Brazil vast tracts of fertile and yet uncultivated soil adapted to the
- growth of the staple productions of the country, and which would give
~new and profitable employment for many years. to the imported- Afrl-
_cans, and thus cause a contmued demand.
. The reflection I have given to this subject has entu'e]y satisfied me' _
_that the different modes- of operation, so often discussed, are not in
their nature and effect antagonistical, but may all be. employed in
“effective co-operation. - N
All efforts by colomzatlon and otherw1se to cut oﬁ' the supply of
' slaves, and to discourage and. prevent the trade in slaves on the coast
‘of Africa by example, persuasmn -and wise regulation are to be highly
commended as direct auxiliaries in the work of suppression. . ‘But a-
system so long established, enlisting in its support not merely reck- -
‘less adventurers, _outcasts, and p1rates, but many men of wealth, in- -
“telligence, and station, who do not yet see, or will not admit; the moral
iniquity of this traffic, which offers such overpowering temptatlons to
cupidity, and such excitement to gamblers in human flesh, and which
‘meets in some degree the. demand for laborers on immense tracts of .
~uncultivated lands, cannot be ﬁnally suppressed by a few captures, ,
and by temporary measures of active interposition on the high seas.
‘Plans that are both comprehenswe and permanent, adopted Wlth..
wisdom, and. persevered in with energy and patience, can only be
effectual. Commencing with efforts in - “the interior and on the coast
“of Africa to prevent by treaties and other means the capture and sale
of ‘prisoners to be sold as slaves, and to cause the destructlon of the
H. Ex. Doc. 105——4 :



50 ~  SLAVE AND COOLIE TRADE.

. baracoons and trading stations, enlisting the native princes and others,
~men of influence and power, against the wars and barbarous customs
~of other years, and by extending the schemes of colonization and the
~ limits of the territory under civilized rule, thus rescuing a long extent
of coast from any connexion with the trade, and by all practicable -
measures introducing civilization and the. Christian religion into
“Africa, the evil will be reached at its fountain head. -

In the meantime, waiting for these moral influences to work out
“their results, physical force along the coasts of Africa and Brazil, and °
on the high scas between them, must be employed to capture and
“destroy the vessels loaded with slaves. If; however, the voyage is suc-
‘cessful, the cargo landed, let new difficulties and dangers mect those
- who have heretofore considered all danger at an end when this point
‘wasreached. Let the new blacks be seized on land as well as on the sea.
Let officers be appointed who are decided enemies of the traffic, and
~whose diligence and energy may be quickened by a suitable reward for
‘every man released, to watch for, seize and bring before the magistrate
all such new comers. . Let. tribunals be established in every district,
~clothed with ample powers to try and determine all questions of free-
dom. Let a time be fixed since which date no imported African can
be held as'a slave, and let all claimants be held to prove a residence
in the country before that day. Let therc be an annual return and
inspection of every estate in suitable districts. In point of fact there is
‘1o practical difficulty in detecting at once new blacks.. ¢‘Their speech
“betrayeth them,’” and there are other indications by which a practical -
eye at once detects them. I need not follow out more-in detail the
Pplan indicated. There can be no difficulty in carrying out such pro-
ceedings, if the govérnment is heartily and carnestly, and-in. good -
~faith, determined upon the entire extinction-of the traffic. And this -
good intention I will not doubt. - And I regard the proceedings upon -
land as important and fully as efficacious as those upon the high seas.
Indeed, I think that when once fairly established and faithfully carried
‘out in practice, they may supersede the necessity of any great naval
force by other powers than Brazil.. The great powers, therefore, that
have at so great a cost sustained this force, are directly interested in
the immediate adoption of these land proceedings by this govern-
~xment. In justice to this government I would say that there have been
~some seizures of newly imported blacks, after landing, and that I
understand the orders are strict to officers along the coast to seize all
such as may be found. The system, however, as it strikes me, should
be carried out in the interior, and be fully matured in-all its details,
‘as the effectual mode to put an end to all future attempts to introduce
new slaves. I am satisfied that the dealers and traders would fear
these proceedings more than any other mode of operation ; they would
find but few persons who would pay a remunerative price for a slave,
when he could feel no security in his title, however far into the inte-
rior he might send him. When it is once understood and believed
‘that the title will be examined and passed upon by judicial authority,
‘and this without fear or favor, there will be no purchasers of slaves
recently imported, and of course an end to the traffic. But until this -
is certain the relaxations even of physical power, and the vigilance of -
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‘ the naval f’orce, would nge an openmo' mto W }nch these tradexs w ould
- risk without hesitation or delay.
- The coast of Brazil, extending throur'rh thlrty-cex en degrees of lati-
- tude, offers a vast aumber of isolated and land- locked harbors, where
vessels can be fitted out and where slaves can be disembarked secretly
and rapidly. And when once on shore, hieretofore they have been re-
~garded as safe from all danger and have been driven openlv into the
_,1nter101 and there as openly sold. Thenaval force of this empire is
clearly insufficient to guard the whole coast of the. country, to say
nothing of that of Africa, but it can strike an cffectual and a fatal
~ blow on land, in the mode before indicated; and thus relieve other na-
'~ tions from. the extended - rruardlanshlp of the two coasts :
~_ In whatever aspect the questions which arise in reference to the
* future condition of Brazil in ‘the event of the entire abolition of the-
slave trade. are viewed, it seems to me plain that an enlightened and
-~ far seeing self-interest will unite in the- conclusions of the higher-
prlnclples of humanity and justice. One of the first effects would
- unquestionably appear in an advance in the price and value of slaves.
Another, as the immediate consequence of this, would be greater-eare
in the health, strength, and in the general treatment of the blaclss,
‘and partlcularly of infants and chlldren, for the reasons before given. -
- A third consequence would probably be a greater encoulawemeut to
foreign cmwmtlon of free white laborers on_the high and- fertile lands.
“of the empire. The effect upon ‘the question of the entire and final
~abolition of the system of slavery, is a point which wonld be viewed
differently by different minds. My own conviction is, that whilst it
would mnot letard such an cvent, that alone and disconnected from-
other more effective causes, it wou]d not produce that effect. The-
slaves now held and the natural increase under a remodeled system of
‘treatment, will keep the number on the increase.  Very few escape
from the country by sea or land. - A considerable number obtain their
freedom by purchase or gift. There would probably be less fear of
insurrection, as the new b]aclxs are generally regarded as most in-
tractable. The sparse population, the immense extent of the empire,
‘and the few large towns in which masses are congregated, are all
“facts which are rehed upon -as securities: against: combinations and
conspiracies. There is one featurc in socu.tv which at once strikes:
an observant foreigner, and which will be viewel as important im
reference to the future by those who may draw directly opposite eom—
“clusions from its consideration. There seems to.be but little repug-."
nance to color among the inhabitants of this country. Condition and
"not color determmes in a great. degree, the social condition of the
individual. It is: because he is a. slave, and not because he is black, .
that the man of African descent is regarded as a menial. Men of
-African blood are not excluded from the highest somety, and somre- -
times fill offices of high trust, when their charactez and circumstances -
give them the posmon I do not think that the equahty is perfect,
but it cer tainly much more nearlv approaches it than in other eoun-
‘tries where slavery exists, or in our own northern States, or in the
English possessions.  But, whatever may be the.result to this country .
of the abohtlon of the slave trade, I think I am justified in saying
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that the civilized wor]d w 111 nnt tolorate the c\m‘cnce of thls relic of
barbarism, and will insist upon ltb final e\tmctlon from the face of
the carth,
. Lhave had the honm' to receive, from the Hon. Mr. Ha.mhn of the :
United States Senate, a printed eopy of the bill No. 472, Sen ate, 31st.
Congress, 2d session, concerning the intercourse and. tmde of vessels .
of the United - Nate.s with certain places on the castern and western
coasts of Afri n, &c., which was reported but not acted upon at the
last session. I beg leave to submit some considerations in reference
“to the provisions of “that bill, as it is important that if any legislation
iz had on the subject it .slmuld be cffective and reach the evil to be
remedied at évery point, T entirely concur in the great oleect of the
propesed statute, and in the principal measure spcuﬁed
The bill provides for the exclusion of all commerce with the coast'
of Africa (except the places named) in any United States vessel; ex-
cept by a direet voyage from the United States or Europe. This pro-
-~ vision would not mtcrfcre with any legitimate commerce with Africa,
.oT cer tamly not with any worthy to Yo placed in opposition to the
-object in view. I can call to mind but one vessel of the United States-
‘which could be placed in such a list, since I have resided in Rio de
Janeiro. I think no honest trader can ob]ect to such alaw. Ithink,
- too, that the law to a certain extent would be useful and efficacious. -
But 1 feel compelled to say-that, in my judgment, if the slave trade
_is revived to any considerable e\tent and legislation becomes neces-
sary to prevent our citizens and our "vessels trom again prostituting -
our flag, some other and more complehenswc provision will be re- -
quired.” But I will first speak of the provisions of this bill, as possi-.
“bly some of my _suggestions may help to make it more pezfect The
_offence named in the first section is “‘wisiting’’ with a vessel of the -
‘United States “‘any such place or places.”” In the second section,
any such vessel found at or in the vicinity of any such place, is to be
‘seized by any naval officer and sent-home for. condemnation.  But if
seized before she has reached and visited a place, however clear the
" intention may be, no condemnation can be decreed. - Ought not the .
first section to be amended, say in the 28d line, by mseltmw after the
word ¢“shall,”” the words ¢ sail ‘with the intention of VJsltmﬂ' or
shall,”” or wor ds of like effect. I would also suggest that a ﬁuther
provision be made, that it any such vessel be found within a certain
“number of lcflrvucs or degrees of longitude of the. coast, that fact”
shall beprmm /acw cvldencc of a deemn to violate the act Unless
-a vessel is found in a. harbor, without some such provision, it may be
impossible to prove intention. - It the party accused can satlsfactorllv
explain his course -and position, and show. hls honest 1ntent10n, he
will, of course, escape the penalty. -
I thmk the framers of the law will be emtlsﬁed on 1eﬁect10n, tha,t
{he fourth section is altogether too gencral and sweeping, It I rightly
understand it, it will put an cnd. entn‘elv to the'sale and transter -of
~any American vessel to a citizen of the United States in any foreign
port. For upon any such sale of -even a fractional part or share the
_register must be given up; at least, that has been the understanding
‘and practxce in tlns oiﬁce. Upon such surrender a certzﬁcate or as 1t
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is generally called a sea-letter is mven recltmg the facts of sale and
the surrender of the register, and substltutm" the bill of sale and the
‘'sea-letter in lieu of the remstcr until the ﬁlbt arrival of the vessel in
the United States. The remster, in ports, is transmitted to the-col
lector of the port where it issued. It has not been considered correct,”

safe, or legal, to allow the new owner to hold both the former remster
and his Dill of sdle. ‘Instances have been known where rombters thus
left have been used to protect other vessels engaged in the slave trade,
corresponding nearly in size and appcal ance with the vessel to which
it was granted.

Great abuses, I fear, would iollow if the formm remster is allowed.
to remain with the new pmclmeer' besides, I'do not sce: how the pro-
visions of the fourth section will prevent the evil that wagin view of
the framers. . I presume the object cannot be to prevent, in all cases,.
‘the sale of United States vessels in foreign ports to our own citizens,.
who may desire to trade with one anothor, as this would be in direct
opposition to the poliey herctofore pursued ; butif it is the object, then
‘a much simpler course would be to. dncct]y and briefl y prohibit such‘
transfers; but if such transfers are to be allowed, what good effect can
result from the prohibition in this scction. If no cert1ﬁcate or sea-
‘letter can be given by the consul, thie party purchasing must be en--
titled to sail lis vessel under his bill of sale-and the old register, one
or both, The fact that the consul can certify nothing, cannot deprive
‘him of his right to buy, to use, and to sail his vessel If this section
is enacted, the vessel will De sold, transferred, and sailed without even’
the overtht of the consul. The sea-letter or certificite confers no
new ll“'hfS' it simply substitutes one owner for another, leaving all
other rwhts and obligations as they stood before. The great advan-
tage of them i is, that the former register is secured fr om pomble abuse,
and the whole: transaction broutrht before the consul and the papers of-
-the vessel regularly authentlc‘mte(l With all deference I submit that
some special provisions, limiting the power of consiils in this empire
.of Brazil, would beé more efhcacxous than the general clause. I would
suggest, that in such cases of sale to an Amcucan citizen, wlthln the
law, the sea-letter or certificate should contain only a permission to
sail dlrectly to a port in the United States, there to obtain a new reg-.
ister. Such a restriction would not opcrate injuriously, to any e\tent
to honest commerce.. - Very few American vessels, engawed in leoltl-
mate trade, ever clear from’ this country to any ports except thosc of
the United States on the Atlantic or Pacific.
~'On this subject I beg leave to refer to tlie letter of my predecessor to'
the department, of the 14th November, 1846, No. 30, and the reply of
Mr. Buchanan, of the 26th May, 1847, If any discretion is given to
authorize, in a peculiar case, an intermediate voyage, or to touch at
‘any one or more ports, the voyage and the ports ‘should be expressly
defined in the certificate of the consul. In addition, it should be de-
clared by law, and inserted in the certificate of the consul that if the
vessel is found out of the usual tracks, or within certain specxﬁed
Timits near the coast of Africa, the fact should be deemed prima facie
evidence of being engaged or. mtendmw to engage in the slave trade;

-and the certlﬁcate should also contam a direct exclusion’ of any right
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to visit. the coast of' Afrlca and, probably, the most eff'ectual prov1-'
“sion would be to authorize a consul in hisdiscretion, to require a bond,
with good sureties, that the vessel shall sail and proceed in.a ‘direct
v?iyao'e to her port of destmatlon, and not. v1ola,te the terms of the cer-
~tificate,

It is not to be forvotten that vesqels destlned for the slave trade on
‘the coast of Africa, in fact, scldom, if ever, clear for any port on that
coast, but for some other unsuspicious place ‘There can be no great
hardshlp in holdm«r them to perfo1 m a voyage that- they themsolves
. indicate. ‘

It is ‘well known that in f'ormer ve'u's vesscls of the United Stfttes '
~.were, in fact, sold here to slave: dealers, but. the whole matter kept.
~ secret, in. order to sccure the American ﬂag and papers on board during-
~ the voyage from Brazil to Africa.. The vessel there would be del¥ .orul
_up to a new master and crew, and sometimes the former master and
“crew would descend on onc side as the captured Africans came up on.
* the other. If this new law is cnacted may we not fear that the same
method may be pursued with vessels in fact purchased in the United
States or I]mope This law legalizes the voyage from those countrics
" to any portion of the African coast, and no penalty or right of seizure
attaches until cvidence of actual participation in the traffic. Ought -
‘there not to be some' restrictions on .this right. - Those who lemslate‘.
against these slave traders will do well alwa)s to remember that in
their business they are ‘“wisc as serpents.”’. I have thought of the
following provisions, some of which may perhaps e found usef'ul At
all events, I will venture to submit them for consideration: ”

1. Prohibit any United States vessel, clearing for the coast of
Africa, from a port in the United States or qurope, from departing in
‘ballast or without a certain amount of legal cargo, and also cause an
inspection before sailing, to ascertain what is, in fact, on board. . No
‘honest trader desnes to go to the coast w1thout a carn‘o, or w1th a sus-
picious one. : .
9. Make it illegal and hwhly pen’LI for anv owner, conewnee, or
agent, or other person, to sell and deliver in the United Stmtes or
_elsewhere, any vessel or any paxt the party knowing that the pur-
chaser intends to emplov the same in the slave trade, and also provide.
a like penalty for selling or contracting to sell a vessel to-be delivered
on the coast of Africa, orin places contlfruous or allowing the register.
and American papers to remain and to be used after a. sale, or contract
for a sale. The scicnfer might not be required in the two last cases. -
3. Require before the: mllmw of any such vessel, bound to Africa,
the oath of the owners, consignees, and master, that mno sale, contract,
bargain, or agreement has been made and no newotmtxon ente1 ed into
for the sale of said vessel, or for the delivery on or adjacent to the
‘coast of Africa, and that no such sale or delivery is contemplated, and
that it is the intention and purpose of the partics to engage. only in .
lawful commerce and to have no connexion with the sla,vo trade, and
for the vessel to return to the United States: ' 4
But oaths are often cobwebs, therefore, _
4. Require a bond, with ﬂood surcties in twice or three times' the |
estimated value of’ the vcsscl conditioned that the vessel shall return
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to the United States within a certain specified time, dangers of the
-seas ‘and inevitable accidents excepted, and the proof of loss by the.
excepted causes to be produced by the obligors.” This bond, in Euro-
‘pean ports, to be given to the consul of the port. ) B
" This last provision, which reaches directly the pecuniary responsi-
bility of the party, I regard as the most certain and effective.” It may
be objected that such regulations are vexatious and embarrassing.” It
must, however, be remembered that the number of vessels from the
‘United States, engaged in legitimate commerce on the coast of Africa
is not large, and that the honest trader will thus be enabled to sepa-
rate himself from the imputations-and suspicions which more or less
attach to nearly every such voyage. The case supposes arevival of the”
‘trade, and the evil to be remedied demands stringent and searching mea-
“sures, and if some unusnal requirements are made, men who are con-
scious of honest intentions and really opposed to this disgraceful traffic,
will cheerfully comply with them. The clamor would doubtless rise
from those whoare openly or secretly interested in, or favor the business.:
I repeat that I fear that all penalties and punishments, however strin--
“gent in the language of the statute, would prove insufficient without
the pecuniary sccurity for the return of the vessel. .But it is time to
“bring this long communication to a close, and I tender an apology for
its unusual length, which can be found rather in the importance of
the subjects discussed than in the suggestions made. It seems to me
“highly important -to our honor and our semse of duty, whilst we.
steadily and unwaveringly deny the right of search, and claim for our
flag that it protects what is beneath it, that we should see to it, by all
practicable means, that this honored flag is not abused to the purposes
- of piratical cruisers, or by reckless and abandoned violators of law and

justice. . S C _
~ "With great respect, your obedient servant, =~ . .
o o .+ . EDWARD KENT, .
 United States Consul. -
L o T . ‘ ArmiL 26.
. P. 8. Iregret to be compelled to say, that since writing the fore-
going dispatch circumstances have occurred which lead me to appre-
hend that the fears I have expressed in reference to the rencwal of the-
slave trade in vessels of the United States are about to be realized.
Two vessels, under the flag of the United States, have, within a few
‘days, cleared from this port under circumstances which induce the
general report and belief that they are destined for the coast of Africa,
“and that they will be employed, if opportunity occurs, in this trade,
“either under their present flag or that of another nation, after sale
and delivery on the coast of Africa. The masters of these vesscls both
denied any such intention ; but although there was no sufficient proof
‘exhibited at the time of sailing to justify a  condemnation, yet there
- seems to be a strong suspicion and belief among those whose judgment.
in such matters is seldom at fault or mistaken, from all the circum-
~‘stances, that these vessels, in some manner, will be used in carrying
‘on this infamous traffic. I hope, for the honor of our country, that.
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: the future may disclose such a hxstory of thexr voyages as W111 remove
-~ all susplclon L v
It is unnecessary for me at present to say more on the matter. I
shall communicate hereafter whatever I may learn respecting the.
. vessels in . questlon either confirming or removing the suspicions. I
beg leave in this connexion to reiterate what has so often been com-
municated, both from the legation and this’ consulate, that one or two
- steam. vcssels of war, of hoht draft, are absolutely necessary for effect-
‘ive action on this coast. One sucb vessel would be of more service
~than the whole fleet now on this station, and with two such vessels a
‘vigilant watch might be maintained along the coast. The knowledge
_tha,t such vessels were on the station \vould 1tself deter many from
enteunO' upon these per1lous adventules - B K

:_ Hon D \VEB-TER Scc7 elaa Y of State

_Jlr Kent to ﬂ[r L’z/er ett

- [No. 447 .  CONSULATE oF e UNITED STATES, o
. : Rio de Janeiro, Janucu y 22, 1853,

SIR : In the postscrlpt to my dispatch, No. of Apnl last, in
»Whlch I communicated, at considerable length, facta and sumrcetwns
- in relation to the sluvc trade, I stated that “two vessels of the Umted
States had (then) recently cleared. from this port under circumstances
- which induced the general report and belief that they were destined.
for the coast of Afnca., and for somec connexion with the slave trade;
~and T also stated that T should communicate to the department any
facts I might afterwards learn respecting those vessels. ,

I have now the honor to inform the department that, in reference
to one of those vessels, I became satisfied, after full e‘cammatxon on
'hler return, that she ha,cl not been enfrarred in the txansporta,uon of

slaves.
" The other vessel to wbrch reference was made was- thc “ Cama,rn'o,
~Captain Nathaniel Gordon, of Portland, Maine.. This vessel arrived
- here from California on the 23d of October, 1851, with a cargo of
“hides. - Upon survey; the hides were condemned and sold. The ves-
~sel remained here until April, 1852, and then cleared for the Cape of
- Good. Hope, under circumstances. wh1ch led to. the SINPJCIOI].S alluded
~ to in my dispatch before referred to.
~ Four of the sailors of this vessel have been ‘arrested here- by the
- Brazdlan authorities, and are now in prison, charged, as I under-.
“stand, with having been engaged in the slave trade in the «¢ Camargo.”’
- Mr. George Marsden, a c1tlzen of the United States, who has res1ded
‘in Rio de Janeiro many years, has also been arrested, and is now held -
on the ground of an allen‘ed conneuon with this vessel and her carcro
and voyage.

T have conversed with two of the sarlors above named and they -
state that they were on board the ¢ Camargo’’ when she salled from
this port, and that she did touch at the Cape of Good Hope, and Te-
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mamed there a short time ; that she salled from thence to Mozam-
bique, and then to Madagascar, and from the latter place to the east -
coast, at an unoccupied spot, where she took on board about five hun- ..
dred negroes, with water; &c., and: that she succeeded in reaching the -
‘Brazilian coast about two hundred miles south of this port, and “that
the negroes were there landed safely, and that soon after all hands.
left the vessel, which was set on fire and burned.. These sailors came
here by land, and were found by the police of this city and arrested.

‘All the reports and facts from other sources confirm the statements
of the crew.” I understand from the men that they made the above
statements to the magistrate when they were examined, with the ad-
dition that they were 1o'norant of any design on the part of the master

-to engage in the slave trade until they arrived at the place of embarka-
tion on “the coast of Africa. Unfor tunately for them, they did not

‘denounce the captain or report themselves to this office on their ar-"
rival, but attempted to escape with the money that had been paid to -

them as wages, or their share of ill gotten wealth. ~ Efforts have been -
made, and are still continued, to’ find Captain Gordon ‘and the re-

‘ mainder of the crew, but as )ct without success. It is now- Teported
_that Ca,ptaln Gordon has gone to the United Stath but this fact is-
laot certain. Some suppose that he ha,s gone to Montevxdeo or Buenos. -

yres. :

- The authontu,s of Brazil mll of' course, Told these men at present

_but if they should be released, T shall, if it is deemed proper by the
minister of the United St"tte%, and if it is practicable, send them to .
the United States as witnesses or criminals, with the hope that this .
master of an American vessel, if he has returned, may be brought to -
‘justice, and that if he is found guilty of these aggravated- oﬁanes he
may be dealt with in such a manner as shall inflict the severest pun-
‘ishment on ‘him, and be a solemn warning to others who may. ‘be
tempted to enter 1nto this most nefarious tmfﬁc -

It is due to the imperial government. and its officers to state, that

“active, energetic; and contmucd cfforts have also been made, and are:
still continued, to trace out and secure the Africans landed from this
‘vessel, and it is reported that a consulerable numbc1 ha.ve been- found
in. dlﬁ'el ent places. .

As I explained in my dlspatch No 32, these new e\pedltlons on
land to follow, search out, and rescuc the ne wly-lmported blacks, are
perhaps more 1mportant and efficacious in suppressmw the tr afﬁc than
the most vigilant and active efforts on sca.

W hilst I cannot but feel the deepest. regret and mortxﬁcatlon that
thls revival of the traffic should be traced so clearly to-a vessel carry-
ing the honored flag of ‘our-country, I fecl confident that the success
which has attended “the earnest, honest; and persevering efforts of ‘the
authorities to arrest the offenders, to rescue the blacks, and to punish -
all connected on land or sea, will operate most favombly in deterring:
others from engaging in like adventures, and partmul;nly from pur-
chasing the blacks that may. be safely landed. 4 ‘

Wlth great respect, your obedlent servant L :

. : EDW. KENT;
HODEEVERETT o T
. Secretary of State of the Umted States, Washington.
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ﬂ[a Satajc to J|[7 Jllan

[Extnct ]

CONQL-LATD oF UNITED STATF\ .-
S T . Havana, Septcmbm 92 1854
SIR E I *® ok ok * Tk *
“Referring you to my commumcatlon No. 120, I bccr to state that I
have ascertained that the sea-faring man that lost his vessel at the Isle
of Pines, and sailed from this port in the Governor Dudley to Charles-
‘ton, was named Brian, or Bryan. - It has also been reported to me that
‘the steamship Cahawba, on her last voyage from hence to New York,
carried away eight men who had belonged to a slaver ship that s:u]ed
from the United States. - This affair was conducted with such secresy
that it has been impossible to find out anythmfr connected with it.
- Some two hundred negrocs were brought from. the Isle of Pines five
~or six days since. It is believed that they formed part: of those
brought by Bryan, but there is no certainty, as another cargo of about
‘six hundred was landed at that isle some seven or eight da\ §ago.
In the affair of the seamen that came in' the schooner Lsperanza, ‘
‘nothing has been done as yet; they remain in prison. The two Amer-
icans are scparate from the Porturruese No depositions have been
taken from them further than those they gave at Giiines. ~Chauncey
‘has been qulte ill, and unable to furnish me the statement I required
of him in wrltmg ; ‘but day before vesterdav I received from him a-
letter, of which I inclose you a copy. It is a most extraordinary
Tletter, and makes it very 1mportant to obtain the true statement of all-
the facts connected with the affair. ~ I'shall not fail pressing Chaun- -
cey to furnish me, at an early day, those facts. As General Concha
arrived and assumed the reins of government yesterday, I shall be
obliged to wait a few days, till he is fairly posted up, before I can ad-
dress him on the subject, especially as it is understood that all the.
judges, e\cept one, composxn« the Real Awhencza, have been re-

moved _ _ o - .

I have the honor to be sir, mth rrreat 1espect )oul obedlent ser-

vant
TI—IOMAS SAVAGE,
~ in chary ge of Consulat(

Hon WILLIAM L. MARCY, .
' Secretao Y of Staie, Waslngton

O’kazmce y fo Mo Sawge

HAVANA Prisox, September 19 1854,

SIR 1 hope you will pmdon the long delay I have caused you,
but I can assure you I have been very swk, but am now recovering
rapidly and throutrh the means of a gentleman here who kmdly"'
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furmshed me’ w 1th medlcme, whlch I thmk has completeb eradlmted
“the fever.
I presume you are aware tha.t we have. chanved quanters twice
~since I saw_you and furnished with provisions hom outside, all of
‘which has been done by some sccret agency of the ownelb, ‘we sup-
~pose. It has been stated to us that we are to receive a part of the
money which they said we - were to receive, had all the negroes been
saved. "Who these persons. are, ‘it is impossible to find out but two.
~or three prisoncrs here appear. to do their business for them. ~Since.
“here we have received a sum of money from them to purchase clothes.
~We two Americans. were compellnd to leave the apartment where
the Portuguese are confined, as we found it impossible to live with
them without hvhtmg,they are, sir, without exception, the ‘most
infernal, cowardly set of cut throats that ever went unhung. - They
were so much afraid we should have something done for us by you,
that it was almost impossible to prevent them from abusing the
shipping master, every time he came. We, atlength, spoke. to the
alcayde, who had us removed to better quaxtcls “When we w ere
removed, their anger ]\new no bounds, but it was soon tempered by
“the sunple word “stocks.” I have now, sir, to beg your indulgence
for a few more days before I make out my statement as T wish first
to receive this money. And besides you will have a very different
statement from that contained in my letter to you from Guines, which
letter was written at the instigation and by the dictation of the Por-
‘tuguese, who, when they found out here that the owners would do-
somethmﬂ for them, were most venomous against you, and the ship-
‘ping master in particular, as they were afraid we would say something
to him which they would not hear, but, thank Heaven, we are now
clear of them. _

For the articles nluch you so kindly humshed us we will 1 repay,
‘you, so that some poor cast away or sick and penniless American may‘
‘be benefitted by the sum. To us it was a perfect God-send.

And, sir, be pleased now to accept our thanks, not only for the kmd—
ness you have shown' us, but also for the promptltude inw lnch you_
attended our case.

Ver) respectfully YOU.lS &c )

o M. CHAUNCEY
P, If you will have the lundness to take charge of my money
when I receive 1t, ;you will very much oblwe me. M )

- : 1. C.‘ ‘

My, Savage. to the Oaptaz'n- General.

CO\ SULATE OF TIIE. U\ITED STATES, ‘
Havana, September 1, 1854,

MOST E\CELLE\T Sir: Two American seamen, named ‘\Iark Chaun-'
cey and William ‘Winn, who are now in -the Jdll of this city, have
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desnred me to render my official services in their behalf for the purpose
- of obtaining their release. Being anxious to comply with the double
duty of rendermg them all the. assistance I may, though without
“going beyond the limits conceded to the office I hold, to relieve them
from their painful situation, and of correctly’ reportma to the govern-
ment of the United States all the circumstances connected with said.
‘seamens’ case, I would respectfully request of your e\cellency to in-
~form me of the nature of the offence committed by those seamen,
‘which has led to their being imprisoned, and in case that they have
“violated any law.of the count1 y, of what are the 1ntent1ons of the
' government respecting them

An early reply conveying the infor matlon desu'ed will confer a.’
“favor on the undersigned, who has the honor to be, -

With great respect your excellency’s very obed:cnt selvant, the

' commercml a«ent in charge of the conbulate ‘
' : : - THOMAS SAVAGE

- B.
OOp y qf 7e_pl Y to ﬂze abow

[Transla.txon 1

| Oﬁce qf the Gowrnor, C ptam General, and Supm mtendent delegate Qf "
o tke 90Jal exchequc; Qf the ewrfazflful wsland q/' Cuba ) .

Gox ERNMENT Sncm:TmY 5 OFFICE, o
'Havana, September 5, 1854.

SECTIO‘I 1. The N orth American’ seamen, Mark Chauncey and Wil-

liam Winn, who are in the jail, together with several others, belong,
like these, to the crew of the schooner Dsperanza ‘that was set fire to
after discharging on the coast of the isle of Pines the bozal negroes
that she brou«rht and having been transferred to the place called
““Rosario,”” in " the Juusdxctlon of Guines, were captured with the
“negroes that they transported to this place.
- In consequence. thereof, they are subjected to the proceedmcrs in-
stituted on that account, the decision of which appertains to the
¢“Real Audiencia Pretor ml ”* (Superior Court,) in conform1ty w1th the "
‘penal law for the suppresswn of the African traffic, -

Which I state to you in answer to your said official letter

God ) prescrve you many years. "
_ ‘MARQUIS DE LA PIJZULLA
CO\I\[ERCIAL A(‘I:M.‘ in charge of the consulate of the United States.
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- ‘ZII)'. Savage to 2![1' Ilfach

[No. 1 4] o o CO\'\UL%TL OF TIIE U\'ITED St \’l‘llb,
S , Havana, Scph’mber 27, 1854,
B x o x % ®. LK SE o *
¥ % B T ST S SRR

I laid those papers on the 15th 1nstant Defore the mixed court of
- justice in this city, and yesterday I’ receivel another letter from the
secretary of the court, of which I enclose a copy herew ith.. The case
- is still pending before the court, which is very: anxious to obtain cvi-
‘dence proving that the brig “Gley Fagle’ became, at the coast of
- Africa, Spambh property, otherwise it will have no-jurisdiction upon.
) 'her and consequently will have to give her up to the captain general.
_ As the secretary’s letter expresses: sall that the court wish me to pro-
-cure, I have merely to draw your attention to it, lea,vmo' 1t for you to.
‘ demde what is proper to do in the premises.. -
I have the honor to be, sir; w1th great respect, your ob’ t serv t,
- -THOMAS SAVAGE, -
An charge of Consulate.
Hon. W L MARCY - ' o
Secretaz Y Qf Slate, Was]ungton

Just Antonio Valedes t’o JII)"."S('tjuage.
[Transla.tlon ]

Opmcn OF THE Sncm:' 'ARY OF TIE Mm‘b COLRT or J UsTILL 4
' Harana, September 25, 18o4

At a mectmrr held on the 23d of the present month by this mixed -
tribunal, in wlu(,h were considered the documents that  you were
pleased to transmit to me, with your favor of the 15th instant, marked
“A, B, C, D, E,and IV, which I now return to you, with the exceptlon
“of the one marked A, as you requested, it was resolved that this office
shall address an ofhua,l letter, which I now respectfully do, to the
cffect that, availing yourself of the same means adopted to procure the

documents afmesald, you ask, and transmit to this court a copy of the
«learance document issued by the proper custom-house, wherein must
naturally exist that of the last voyage undertaken by the brig Grey
ZEagle, and in which document there’ must certainly appear the desti-
“nation, captain, cargo, and crew of said vessel ; for, from the papers,
‘before alluded to, the onlv information obtmned is tlmt her owner and
captain is Samuel S. Gray, according to what this person assured the
- custom-house - of New York, wluch appears contradictory of antece-
dents existing in the proceedmfrs in regard to this affair, “transmitted
by you to his excellency the governor and captam (reneral and com-
- municated by his excellency to the tribunal, stating that a prosecutlon”
~is carried on in anothér court of the State of Phlladelphla, against
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a certain Donald or- Darnand as. captarn of the same brlg “Grey
Eagle,”’ who is accused of havmo' delivered the vessel at the coast of
_Afrlca, after she was loaded w1th negroes, to-a Spaniard. And that

- you likewise transmit, at the proper time, an authenticated copy of
- the. sentence, which, by said tribunal in Phlladclphra, be rendered
‘against Donald or Da.rnand a,nd the par tles concerned in the case men-

-"tloned ‘ _

God preserve you many years. .

- Don JOS]‘ A\ITO VALEDES Semeta; J

To Coxmnncr AL AGENT, . ~

in chm 'ge of ﬂce Consulate oj the Umted Slates

I Ii’obc; tson to M. Mm c J

[No. 129.] - e COVQLLATL oF THE UNITED Srarns, |
' o o " Havana, October T, 1854.

Sir: I have the honor to acl\nowledﬂ'e the receipt of )our dlspatch'
of - the 23d ultimo, with the copies accompanying the same. '

Mr. Savage succeeded at last in’ obtaining from the ‘seaman Mark
' Chaunccy the statement of the circumstances connected with the voy-
“age performed by said Chauncey to the coast of Africa. I enclose
you a copy of the statement. Mr, Savage looked over it in the prison
on receiving it from Chauncey, and secing that neither the name of
the vessel nor that of the - American captarn were mentioned therein,
he interrogated the seaman upon the subject, and ascertained that the
vessel’s name was the ¢ Mary Reed ;" that her name was érased at
the coast of Africa and ¢ ]]spel anza’ pamted on her stern; and that.
his companion in the prlxon was the captain.  Chauncey assured Mr.
‘Savage that the captain’s. name was Winn, but is not sure ‘whether
his first name is William or J ohn; he beheves that the captain told
‘him that he was named John, but the name given in the first state-
meit to Mr. Savage, when they arrived here, was William. . Ohaun—
cey also stated that he saw the clearance of the ‘“ Mary Reed,”’ in the
<¢ Herald ’ of the morning when she left New York.  In the course
of conversation with Chauncey Mr. Savage learned f'rom him that he
(Chauncey) had information that a certain foreign official in New
York lent his office for making arrangements connected with the
African slave trade, or was perhaps. interested himself in- those-
arrangements. = Chauncey could not say that he knew it as a positive
fact, nerther Would he mention who. the foreign official is. -I give
‘you 'the information, such as it is, however, that if you deem it pro-.
per; a watch may be placed upon such foreign oﬂlcmls as are most
likely to e suspected of taking a part in the ‘trade. -

“Among the suggestions that I intend to make to the captaln general
in my interview with him next week, is the expediency of his placmo
the two men, Winn and Chauncey, at my disposal, to send them to -
‘New York, where their evidence will be more available than here.
His excellency the. other day told me that he is determmed to put
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down the slave tra,de at a,ll haza,rds 1 shall 1nf'orm him of the exer-
tions now making in New York and other places in the United States
to ferret out.-the pmtles concerned there in-the traffic, and bring to
‘condign pumshment such as have already been ‘guilty of v1olat10ns of'
the laws relative to the matter. ‘

‘The following are the names of certain individuals known to have
‘been in New York and who may. be there still, who are reputed as.
‘belonging to the nest of slave traders: Antomo Severino de Anllar, ‘
J oaqum Gaspar de Motta, Antonio Rodrigo Abreo. . -

These three belong to the famous Brazilian company. - "The two-
first were called when here by Captain General Pezuela, in January
last, and told to qu1t the island as of their own free will, otherwise
they should receive a formal order of the government to leave ; so
__they exchanged the credits they had from London for others upon,
‘New York, and departed in the Black Warrior on the 1st of February
last, Subsequently it was ascertained that they were watched in New
York. On the 5th of April, Mr. Barclay, the British consul there,
‘wrote to Mr. Crawford, consul here, that Motta, was about to leave for
‘England - shortly; and promlsed to .advise Mr. C. when he did go.
‘Mr. Crawford assured Mr _Savage, thie other day, that he has not re--
ceived the information.  So it is possible that Senor Motta is still in-
the United States. Abreo goes and comes very often between Havana
and New York, and so does a person called Rublrosa, who'is a br other“
‘of the noted slave trader of this  name.: :

I have the honor to be, sir, with great rcspect your obedlent ser-

-Vant

: L \VM H ROBERTSO\I Actmg C'onsul
: Hon Wi L. 1] \IARCY, o

g Sec» etary of State 0/ the United States, IVasl mgton

.Z![r Robm ts(m to M; ’l[mc J

[N 0. '132.] D  CONSULATE OF THE U‘IITED STATE.,,
oL - Havana, October 22, 1854.
“Sm: I ha.d the honor to addrcss you on the 7th instant, announcmg
my arrival here, and my first interview with General Concha. On
the 12th I had another interview with his excellency, the prmmpal
object of which was to obtain the liberation of the two American
prisoners, Murk Chauncey and William Winn, whose testimony will
be of very great importance. I explained to the captain-general that
‘the authorities in the United States were using every exertion to pre-
vent. expeditions, to go to Africa for slaves, from. being fitted out at
our ports, and to arrest and bring to condign punlshment every in-
dividual coneerned in them; that I Lnew those Ten are in possession
‘of information to convict many parties in New York, engaged in this’
‘nefarious traffic, that could be arrested and broutrht to pumshment
‘that 1nasmuch as h1s e\cellency had so emphatxcally expreﬁsed his
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~determination to put down this trade by all means in his power, I.
- had taken the liberty of pointing out the means for effecting the great
object in view—checking, if not entirely destroying the chance of any
_further expeditions from the United States; that if it were possible
~to press their trial to relieve them at an early day, it would greatly
serve the cause that both nations seem so anxious to promote, the sup-
pression of the slave trade. . His excellency seemed -deeply impressed
with my remarks, and expressed his regret that he has not the power
.Férsonally to place those two men at once in my hands, as it is beyond
“his province to control them ; but he desired me to address him a con-
fidential communication, therein expressing the arguments in- favor
of the nieasure proposed, and he would send for the ‘‘ Regente,’’- (chief
Justice) of the royal ‘“ Audiencia.’”” and press upon him theimportance
of an immediate trial, that they may be liberated and placed at my
disposal, - In conformity with the above request, I addressed his.excel-
lency a communication on the next day, of which I send herewith a
“copy, togetherwith that of the reply. From the captain general’s
words at our interview, and from the nature of a private note I had
‘received from ‘his secretary, I was in hopes of receiving an answer
‘more in conformity with my wishes.. - I do not, however, doubt that it
is the captain general’s intention to comply with my request, after all-
necessary formalities have been gone through, but when it will be, I -
am not yet able tosay. - S L
Thavethe honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant, .
T - WM. H. ROBERTSON,
-~ Acting Consul.

 Hon. W. L. Marcy,
Secretary of State.

"]_l'I-?'."‘Itobertsof)_z to Captain an eral.
| ‘ -[T?ahs]ati'o.n.j_,““ - |

[coNFIDENTIAL.]  ~  CoNSULATE oF THE UNITED STATES, .

. .- " Havana, October 13, 1854,

" Most ExceLLENT SIR: At the interview that your excellency did me:
the honor to grant me last cvening, treating upon the affair of the
two American seamen, Mark Chauncey and William Winn, that
belonged to the crew of the slaver schooner called the Esperanza, and
arc now imprisoned in the royal jail, I stated the importance of those -
seamen being placed at my disposal, for the purpose of sending them
to the United States, where the authorities are making at present the
greatest efforts to ferret out' and. punish all persons that have made-
use of the American flag for the nefarious slave trade. - The informa- -
tion and cvidence that Chauncey and Winn' can furnish would be of
little or no importance here, but they would be very useful in the
United States for the destruction of that trade, and to have brought.
to trial several individuals against whom suspicions exist, but whom
the authorities cannot molest without having such proofs as the courts .
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would requne Therefore, if the cause of those two men could be
quickly terminated, to enable me to send them as carly as possible to
the United States, I firmly Lelieve that through them, bétter than by
other means, could be obtained the pumshment of certain parties who
‘have undoubtedly made themqelves liable to it, and by this means
destroy, or at least repress, in the United States the practxce of ﬁttmo'”
out expeditions for the slave trade from Africa.

‘Hoping that your excellency will be pleased to take what I have'
-stated into consuleratlon, co-operate as far as it lies in your power to
the end I have in view, I have honor to be, with great. respect your

excellency 8 ve1y obechent servant,
‘ _ . ' WM. H. ROBERTSON

The commercial agent in cha; ge of the C'onsulate

H1s Excellency Sefior D. Josf bk Lo CoNcia,
Govemm, Oaptam (’enm al, (fc ) (ﬁc e,

- ‘Cdpta_iﬂ General to My, Robertson.
“ [Trahslation- ] | '. |

| Oﬁzce of the G’oze; nor,. Oaptam (*cne)al and ;S'upe: mtendcnt Dele Jatc
: of z‘lze E'.rclwqucr of tlze ever fau‘l ful Island of- C'uba,, -

GOVER\ML\T SECRET&RY’S OFFICE L
Havana, October 20, 1804

_ SEc 1 His e\ccllency the governor captain general having become

,mformed of the contents of your commumcatwn, dated 13th instant,
“wherein you reiterate your efforts to have the two American seamen,
Mark Chauncey and William Winn, whom you had already demanded
in another of September-14, delivered to you, for the purpose of sub-
Jecting them to the. process opened .in the United States with the ob-
Ject of repressing the African slave trade, has been pleased to resolve
that the cause carried on against said md1v1duals, the decision whereof
belongs to the royal audiencia pretorial, according to the existing penal
law, not having been terminated, it is not at plcscnt in"his power to
accede to the w1shes you nnmfest in your commumcatlon befme
‘mentionedt . : |

- God preserve you many ye'us ‘

_ . Jl AN SU\YL, ,
The sccr ctm . J(’)?C) al to the cwzl Jozc: nmcnt

The CO\IMERCIAL AGENT in chary "ge of
' the Corsulate of the Umted Statee

H Ex. Doc. 100——-:)
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Z!Ir Robertson to Mr. M'arc Y.
[Extrat.t]

'[No. 140;] S CO\'SLLATD OF TIIE U\'ITEI) STAT& .
o . Hawana, No vember 11, 1804 ‘
: Sm I ]nve the honor to acknowled«e the receipt of the dlspatches.
dated respectively 20th and 24th October ultimo. By the latter I am.
informed that various extracts from. my communications and those of -
Mr. Savage have been sent to the United States district attorneys at
- New York and Philadelphia. I hope that our efforts may lead to the
.gxtlrpatlgn of thekbftrbaro:‘ls and s];ameful t;afﬁc in sln.ves. ) __* L

I ha.vc the honm to- be, sir, w1th great respect, )our obedlent servant

- WM H ROBLRTSON o
o c : o Acing Oomul
Hon \!VILLI AM L '\I ARCY, | B _
Scc; ctary Y r_:}f' Slaie of the bmlcd States, Washzn Jlon

Blr (ubbs' to Mr. J;ober(son

D\ITLD % ATES CU\SL’LAR AGE\’CY

T Nucuias, Nm,unbc; 17 18a4

*. * % % - ok %k * % %

Wlthln t].e last tivo months we have had two cargoes of- nefnoev
landed-near here, and, I am sorry to say, both vessels were Amm ican,
and captains, officers, and parts-of crews the same, as I afterwards -
learned. I have scen nothmo‘ of them. I have been told that both :
of the=c \esscls were fitted out in \cw York.

\ours, 1espcctfullv o B
RI(‘HARD GIBBS _ .
: L  United | butes C'onsular Ar]cnf
VV an'nrm\' Ius"q G S . B
Uncleﬂ S((ltcs ('onsz/? Hm(uza e

[ HJc'te‘ {o. M/ IlIa/ ¢y e
[F\tmct ] 7 | ‘

U\ITED Smmm Cox'su, ATE,
- Aoy, May 1 1855.

 Smr: In examining. thc various laws of Conmess ¢ xenulatnm the
‘carriage of passengers in. mexchant vessels,’ *'there seems to be some-
thing Uefective, None of these laws, that I can find, regulate the
carrying of passengersin American vessels from foreign po1ts to any

other than those of the United States. ‘The law of Fe cbrmry 22,1847,
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_ prov1des, that « A master of a vessel taklno' on board any 0*rea.i:er
number of passenwers than in the foregoing proportlons, \'1th intent
‘to transport the same from: the United Statee to any foreign port or
place, or from any forewn port or place to the United Staz‘es' is guilty
-of a misdemeanor,” &c.; and the supplementarv act of March 3, 1849,
provides, that. “All veseels bound from any port in the United States, ,
- to any port or place in the Pacific ocean or its tributaries, or from any
such porf or place to any port in the United States; on the Atlantic or
its tributaries, shall be subject to the. provisions of all the laws. now in
~ force relating to the carriage of passengers in merchant ve%els > &e.
- Now, if the main object ‘of these laws and regulations is snnply to .
' 0'uard aomnst any deleterious influence upon. the sanitary condition of
the places in the Unlted States to which such passengers may be car-
ried, perhaps they are sufficiently effective.  But it a regard for the
interests of humanity on a broader and more general scale be contem- )
- plated, it appears to me .as though they should cover the carrying of
all passengers in Amerlcan vcssels, to whatever port or place they
- maay be transported. . o
~ Qccurrences under my own mnnedxatc obse1 vatlon, and which w1ll :
- perhaps, continue to increase rather than diminish, have brouglit these' '
- defects to mind, and suggcsted the importance of Dringing them - be-
fore your depfu‘tment American vessels are ﬁoquently tﬂ\lnrr Chi-
nese coolies from this or the adjacent Chmese ports within the juris- -
~diction of this consulate, to Cuba and ports in the South  American or
_other foreign States. And in some of’. these cases, I have reason to -
apprehend tlnt little or no regard is paid to the wholesome regula- -
tions which are provided by the laws of Congress, to restrict the num- -
“ber and provide for the comfort of passengers that each vessel shall -
carry to any port in the United States.” The consequence is, that these -
vessels are often overloaded, greatly to the dctumcnt of" the lives and
heaith of thie passengers, bem(r little Detter in’ their operation, it is.
feared, than the African slave trade. * And although I have remon- .
stmted against such a cotrse whenever brought to my knowledge, )et' |
I could ﬁnd no authont} in our laws to restrain or remedy the ev 11
* * * S

Respectﬂlllv, yours, . e
_ T. H. HYA_TT.
Hon V\Tu L. \L\RCY o : S

' 6ecrela;J ofSéa/e Wushuzﬂun I) (’

11,. Jwbmfsou to JJ, ’lfarc v "

[No. 229.] Covsu,m‘ OF TIE U\’ITI‘D STATE.. :
R : ' II(/ vanda, JuZJ 23, 1855
Sin: ) T | |
The s]np “Hound of q’(:0111110"con, Conncctlcut Captmn Amos
Peck, armcd here \'esteuhy rom - Macao, (Cluna ). W1t11 a cargo of
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.Chmese laborers for this 1sland “The captam repo1ted to me the
number to be 230, and that several other cargoes are on their wa,y
‘ W1th 0'reat respect sn', your obedient servant '
: . : W‘\I H ROBDRTSON :
L Actmg C'onsul
Hon WILLIA\I L MmCY = )
Secrctar Y of Slate o/' tiu, Unztcd States IV:zslmz Jton o
. e

N ]i[; _Ifobei'1307i. to Mr. ‘M'drc Y

[No 232] S (/Ol\qULATE OF TIHE Uz StaTes,
e ~ Havana, July 27, 1855.

“Sm:Ina postscrlpt to my dlspatch No. 229, of 23d instant, I had
the honor to inform you of the arrival here, from Macao, Chlna, of
the American ship Hound, Capta,ln Amos Peck, with 230 Chinese,
“consigned here to the Colonization Company, represented by Pereda,
Machado & Co. The Hound is per register of 7133% tons, owned by
Charles H. Mallory, (},) Charles Mallorv 4,) David D. Mallory, (8,)
‘and George W. Mallory, (3,) all of qtonmﬂton Connecticut.  Cap-
‘tain Peck took charge of her as master on 3d of October, 1854, in
New York, and took the oath of being born in the State of Connectl-'
‘cut. He states that he lost only two passcngers on the passage to Ha-
‘vana. ~ The parties interested in the cargo have protested against the
captain and owners, hecause the former refused to receive on board at
Macao, 400 Chinamen which the agent there had prepared to embark-
upon the ship, and only consented to take about 230, this number
being what he calculated the laws of the United States allowed a ship
~of the capacity of the Hound to carry, even though the laws do not
refer to passengers carried from one foreign port “to another foreign.
port. I enclose you a translation of the proteat -and also a copy of a.
~communication to Captain Peck from Dr, Parker, acting Umted,
States commlssmner, whlch, no doubt, confirmed the capta.m in his
refusal to reccive more Chihamen than the number he took in. Cap-
tain Peck expresses himself as heartily ashamed of being concerned in.
‘such a trade, and states that, from information obtained f1 om the pas-
sengers, on the passage, as to the manner.of their being obtained in
their country, and, subsequently, of the manner of their Dbeing dis-
posed of after muval here, he cannot but consider this trade as ba,d
if not worse, than anything he lhas read or heard of the African slaxo-
“trade. For my part, I assure you that I regret very much to see ves-
‘sels under our ﬂa«r engaged in such a traffic. I am sorr y to state that,
on the 24th mstant anothel American ship, called the Sky Lark, ar-
rived from Qwaltow China, with 532 Chinese, consigned to Peleda
Machado & Co., having lost by disease 59 on the passage. This sh1p
belongs to New York ; is commanded by Stephen B. Dow, a native of
New Hampshrre -of 1,209 tons; length, 190 feet ; breadth, 37 feet ;
depth, 18 feet 6 1nches owned by Eben B, Crocker, (% ) George War-
ren, (1) Henry L. Jaques, (7';) John C. Connor, (3,) all of New
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York, and Henry H. Crocker, (¥,) James Sturgis, (+,) and Charles .
H. Warren, (i%,) all of Boston.. I have not learned that this vessel

has met with any difficulties with the parties interested in her cargo.
I am told that several other vessels, amongst them some Americans,

are expected to be here soon with the same sort of cargoes.: .
I have thé honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient
servant, - o e
S _ WILLIAM H. ROBERTSON, -
o Acting Consul.

-an.'W_ILLIA_;\i.:L. Marcy, - - .
. Secretary of State of the United States, Washington. -

* [Translation.]
- L - ProtEsT. I L
~ In the ever most faithful city of Havana, on the 23d day of July,
1855, before me, a notary public, and witnesses, appcared Messrs,
Pereda, Machado & Co., merchants of this. city, who, I attest, are-
“known to me, and they stated: That the American ship. ¢“ Hound,” -
Captain Peck, having arrived vesterday at this port from Macao,
‘bringing Asiatic colonists to their consignment, and having differ-.
ences to arrange with the captain and his owners, which proceed from
his having refused to embark a$ Macao, (China,) more than 230 colo-.
nists in lieu of the 400 that were ready to be embarked, and which he
could have conveyed, as the size of the vessel permitted, according to
the Spanish laws; the conveying of 470, and the captain being thereto
bound according to his charter party ; they protest once, twice, thrice,
and as many more times as our laws may allow, against the said cap-
tain and his owners for all damages and losses accruing to them in
‘consequence of said captain’s refusal to receive the 400 colonists, not
only on account of the difference in freight, buv also-on account of the
excess of provisions embarked in China, and for.all damages and
losses that they may be entitled to; and they ratify in all its parts
the protest extended at Macao by Don Vicente Jorge, the agent of the
“ protestants at that place for forwarding colonists, which is as follows: "
¢In Macao, on the 30th and 31st of March, 1855, appeared before
me, Don Francisco ‘Antonio Pereira de Silveiro, a notary public, &c.,
‘Don Vicente Jorge, whom I declare to know, and he said: that the
vessel ¢ Hound’ having been chartered in New York, (of 715 tons of-
‘the United States, Captain Peck,) on the 16th of September last past,-
by Mr. James Tait, or his agents, to navigate any part or parts of the-
world, and to lade goods or passengers of lawful commerce, as appears
in the charter party, signed by C. H. Mallory and H. Blaidorn, and
the said vessel having conveyed some cargo from New York to Manilla,
to the consignment of Messrs. Matias, Menchacatorre & Co., these
- parties dispatch the said vessel to the consignment of the protestant
‘to receive coolies for Havana; and the protestant having notified.
‘Captain Peck that he would ship four hundred Chinamen, notwith-
standing that the laws of Spain, on the introduction of colonists, per-
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mit hlm to carry. 470 ca,lculatmrr L} tons for each colonlst Ca.ptam

Peck has decided that he will carry only 219, and eleven cooks and

stewards, and as from this arbitrary determination will accrue very
~grave losses and confusion to the colonization company and to the
constituents of the protestant, from the difference in ‘the number of
" colonists as well as from the expenses incurred for provisions, water,

wood, and accommodations for 400 colonists that he has ready to be

'embarked he protests against the said Captain Peck, holding him
‘respons1ble for the dama,rres resulting from his refusal to the Coloniza-

“tion Company, as well as to the constltuents of the protestant ; and of
“his so saying and protestmo before me and the w1tnesses hereln under'

named, I attest: . _
“TRANCISCO ANTONIO PEREIRA SILVI]IRO &

~In testlmony whereof they so said it, ‘and subscribed the same at'
about 9 o’clock, a. m., before me, and the witnesses Don Julian Luna |
Don José de Prado, and Don Pedro Garcia, residents. - |

- Present: T - PEREDA, MACHADO & CO

 Beforeme: EUGENIO PONTON.

Mr Pa'rke) z‘o C'aptam I’eck

LFGA'lIO\_ OF THE UNITED STATEb o
®  Macao, March 21, 1855

Sm In reference to the chartel palty this day submltted for my.
‘opinion, I have to state— ,
- First. Although -it is contemplatcd to take passen gers from a
,forelgn port to a foreign port, say, from Macao to Havana, from a _
Portuguese to a Spamsh port, yet the vessel and master are both
Amencan, sailing under the United States flag, and are amenable to the
United States laws.

- _Second. This was mamtestly understood b) the chartercr, when in:
New York, he applied to the United States surveyor and obtained a
survey of the vessel, and determined the number of _passengers which,
by the laws of the United States, she is capable of carrying.

Third. By the terms of the charter party you are to obey the in-
structions of the charterers, except to the jeopardy of the interests of
the owners of the ship; but were ‘you to be guided by the Spanish
.law in determining the number of your passengers, and by. the stress -
of weather or any other cause, which though not probable, yet is pos-
sible, you should be compelled to put into a port of the United States, .
by the 8th section of the passenger act of 1848, the vessel would be, :
ha.ble to forfeiture, and you subject to fine and 1mpr1sonment
" His opinion is confirmed by the United States naval officers of ex-
per1ence in these matters, with whom I have conferred. - :

I have the honol to be, sir, your obedlent servant, . -

_ PETER PARKER, |
. Actzng C'omnnsszonr':, ., Z/mz‘ed Statcs of Amm lea, O']mm
Captam Amos PEck, ,
Master United Statcs sth ¢ ‘Hound ” ﬂ[acao
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M) Palmcr to Jl[r Jllao 'C J

CO\'QULATE OF TIE U\’ITED Sfrm:: OF A\IERICA ‘
: 'FOR TIE PurririNg IsLaNDs,
Manilla, Novcmber 9, 1855.

v SIR I ha.ve to acquamt you with a ve1v trawmal occurrence thh
“has taken place in this bay during the past month on board the ship
(American) ‘“Waverly,”’ tho prmmpa,l tacts of Whlch, as near as I can

learn, are as follows: .-

The “Waverlv " hound ﬁom Swatao to Ca,lho, w1th 430 Chmese:
.coohes, put in here on the 25th ultimo, the captain (Wellman) having
“died a few days Defore, and' the mate not thinking it prudent to con-
‘tinue the voyage w1thout a.nother officer, he cmme in here for that

purpose.

On arriving he was v1s1ted_ by the port captam, and throuo'h some
misunderstanding between Mr. French, the acting captain of the ship,
and the government 1nterpreter, it was 1epo1ted that the vessel had

‘_dysentery on board ; (the visiting doctor says that Mr. French reported
the late captain, several of his'passengers, as having died of that dis-
ease, and that others were sick; Mr. French; I am- told, says he did
not say 50 ;) this, with tlie fact that the body of the late captain was
still ‘on board, almmed the authontles, and the slnp was: placed in-
~quarantine, '

The day following she ias oulered to - Ca,rlto, about six miles dis-
tant, to undergo observa,tlon, and that such measures might be there
taken in regard to her as the case required. On the 27th 1 ultimo,
while prepar rations were being made to bury the body of the late cap-
‘tain, the Chinamen behevmo' that they arrived at their port of desti-
-natlon, wished to go on sh01e and attempted to take possession of the.
boats in order to do so. The captain, to prevent them, fired into them,
and the crew, fearing a revolt, armed themselves,. a.nd the Chinamen.
were, after a short strug gele, duven below and the hatches closed up,

-and on opening them some twelve or fourteen hours afterwards it was
found that nearly three hundred of the unfmtunate beings had per-
ished by suffocation, -

The bodies were buried nnmcdlatelv, and the authontms, after dls-,
covering that there was not, nor had been, any contagious disease on
‘board ship, released the vessel from quarantine, and have placed the
_c'tptaln and crew into prison unt11 the tmfrlcal aﬁlur can be mvestlf

ated. .
g The captam says that durmo' the time the hatchcs were closed he
asked for aid from the guard boatq that were alongside, but was re-
fused any, and that he had no. idea there was not \entxlatxon enough
in the between decks to give air- to the Chinamen, and fearing. they
might overpower him, he kept the hatches on, which resulted. in the
unfortunate manner as before 1ela.ted _ ‘ ‘

The captain and crew are in ‘prison_here, and I have lnd. no com-
‘munication from him, nor have I been able to see lum it.being strlctly

forbidden for any body to do so.- ‘

I have demanded of the commandant of marine an ofﬁcxal a.ccount
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of the fa.cts as far as known, and in answer he told me he had sent
my inquiry to the marine court, from whom I have not yet received.
any reply; but in an interview I had with the commandant he told
me, verbally, that he, as yet, had received no official statement of the -
facts, and only knew what everybody else dld in relatlon to it, by -
rumor. . :
The ship is not detamed by the gover nment but as s the coolles, cap-
tain and crew are, she will naturally wait, and it may be & long wh11e
before she will get away.
The above are the prmc;pal items that I have ‘been able to learn in
regard to this truly terrible affair, and it yet remains to be seen how far
,culpable the officers and crew. of the ship have been in the death of
50 many unfortunate beings. '
 The principal features in the case are the mlsunderetandlng, in the
first place,’ between the visiting doctor and the captain, and which re-
sulted in placing the ship in quarantlne, when it was afterwards found
there was no reason or necessity for so doing, and the fact that the
capta.l(zix asked for aid from the gov ernment boats alono'ude, which was
- refuse .
These facts, if true, wﬂl come out on the trial ot the men, which I
suppose will take place as soon as possﬂ)le, but whlch w111 naturally be
~of long duration. :
1 shall communicate, also W1th the comma,ndmcr ofﬁcei of the squad—
ron at Hong Kong, and will also put you in possesswn of ‘any new.
features, with care, that may come to my knowledge.
- Ihave the honor to be, s1r, your: obedient serv. a,nt
' : o - H. N. PALY[ER .
- o Actmg C'onsul
Hon W L MARCY : o
‘ Secretary of Staz‘e, Washmgtmz

) I Palmer to M. Mm cy J

CO\T“LL%TE OF THE U\m‘nn STATES OF Aumlca
' FOR THE PhILLIPINE ISLANDS,
' Jl[amlla, December 6, 1855.

: Sm 1 wrote you on the 9th ultlmo, giving you an account of the-
‘horrible affair that had taken place on board the slnp (Amencan)
“¢Waverly,” in this port. =

-Since that time but. little new has trananed in relatlon to the mat--
ter, as the government have not yet finished taking the ¢ summary’’
..Or prellmmary investigations, but they are using all dispatch possi-
‘ble, and will, no doubt soon finish it, when the “officers and men, or
thoze of them 1mphcate(l as bem«* culpable in the matter, w111 be
“trie B

The oﬁicers and crew are still in Jall but the shlp has been given
over in charge to her conswnees, and is at hberty to go on her
_voyage.
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I have seen ‘Captain French several times, and his account does not
differ materially from the one sent in my last, with the exception,-
that he says he did not ask for aid from the gun-boats alongside, nor -
- inform them nor the authorities on shore that any trouble had taken -
- place between him and his passengers. It also appears that the hatches -
~were opened once about 3 o’clock p. m.; in order to allow some water
to be brought on deck; and that Captain French and several men.

- went below, and he tells me that, at that time, he saw nothing out of .
‘the way, but that one of the Chinamen making a motion to throw -
something at him, he shot him with his revolver. I have communi-
cated with the commodore of the squadron in China, and from him' I
learn that the sloop-of-war ¢ Vandalia’’ will proceed to this place
~with as little delay as possible. o - ' |

.- By the American barque Constance, Captain Chandler, I send the ef-
fects of the late captain of the ¢¢ Waverly,’’ Mr. F. O. Wellman ; they
‘are consigned to the collector of the port of Boston, to whom I write
in relation to them, requesting him to deliver them to his family, or
" any person authorized to receive them. = - ‘ D
I have the honor to be, sir, yours, respectfully, -~ -~
' Hon. SECRETARY OF STATE, Washington. - . - .. -

Mr Parker to :Mr.@"lfaroy.- | |

‘ _ [Extracts.] B
[No.4] . LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, =
Lo A . Macao, February 12, 1856.

- 1 respectfully invite your attention to the accompanying documents
- (enclosure E) regarding the coolie trade, and, with your permission,.
- will suggest the propriety of the two translations, emanating from the

Chinese at Amoy and Canton, being handed. to one of the Washington

‘papers for publication; as it is desirable the public should understand

the form the slave trade has assumed in the nineteenth century!

- The statistics of the coolie trade for 1855, at Swatou, an illegal

- port, even for legal trade, is as fellows: ~ .~ =~ . =
‘ : - ‘ ) ' o Ships. Tonnage. Coolies

American . - - - - - - 5 6593 3,050
Britsh - - - - - - - 3. 3821 1,938

~ Chilian - - - - - - - 1 - 500 20

- Peruvian- - - - - - - '3 1,860 1,150

CTotal - - - - - - 12 12,773 (388

. Frorﬁ an official 'Sourcé;_ I learn th@f thé_.humber of malp,é ‘impo'ri.:ed
as coolies from Calcutta and Madras, from 1845 to 1852, into British
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Guiana a,nd Tnmdad was 1, 100 It is not surprising the Bntlsh
government has taken up this subJect and that Parliament has legis-
lated upon it.—(Vide enclosure, Envhsh government Gazette, a,ct,‘
‘of Parliament August 14, 1855.) This act ‘confiscates, not only.
British, but shxps not bemcr Bmtzsk, if found without the prescrlbed,
papers, ’and in British dominions. '
. Iam apprehenswe that something more tha,n leavmo- Umted States
merchant vessels to their f: ate, if en O'aored in this 1nhuman traffic, will .
“be necessary ; and I respectfully suo'gest the necessity of specific in-
_structions emanating from the Navy Department to our men-of-war
on this station, authonzmo' them  to prevent resort to illegal ports,
and to examine such vessels as do, and ascertain that they ‘do not of-
fend agamst law, and to make them accountable if they do. - '
S * * * % % * %

With sentlments of esteem and. dlstmeulshed consxderatlon, 1 have
the honor to remam, sir, your e'icellency s most obedient servant,
' L g PETER PARKER

Hon W. L. MARGY R . .

Secr tary of' State, Waslngton | o

‘ [Encl_o"sﬁfe E] .
C'IRCULAR“NO 1 ’

Lo ATION OF THE U\m-:n STATES, .
Macao, January 24, 1856.

Sm I herew1th enclose, for your 1nf'01ma,t10n, a “pubhc notlﬁca-'
tlon,” of the 10th instant, with Chinese translation, in relation to the
‘coolie trade, and you are hereby instructed to commumcate the same’
to such local authority at your port as you may deem proper. '

I have the honor to be, sir, your very obechent servant, -
: : S PL‘TER PARKER

Coples of above a.ddressed to- O H Perr), United States consul,
Canton; Caleb Jones, United States consul, Foo-chow; Thomas H-
‘Hyatt, Umted States consul, Amoy; D. B. McCarter. United States
-v1ce consul ngpo M VV I‘1sh Umted States vice. consul Shantrhal .

To his E’.rcellenc J Dr. I’ I’mle; , COMMASSIONEr and mmzster plempo—'
P tentzar y to Chmco f)om the United Smtes‘ of Ameri ica. )

HO\G KO\G, Janua;y 7 ]8a6

Smr: I take the present occasion to congratulate you upon your safe
arrival in ‘China, after an-absence of some months from this ‘country, .
‘where 50 many years of your past life had been spent and 4 here you
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" now C%)ropose to spend some tlme, holdm« the hwh ofﬁce as. above'
state
- Another ob‘]ec+ in addressmg your c\cellency at this ear ly dwte after.
_your arrival, is to ask your opinion about' coolie trade as now con-
~ ducted, and whethcr or not the government of the United States con-
sider the carr ying of coolie. emwrants in Anierican ships as a lawful
~ trade, and ome in which, ‘should such vessels engaged meet with any
opposition- by the Chinese government, or should these vessels in the
‘pursuit of this trade be obliged to putinto foreign ports, and cases’
‘arise, such as have recently occurred at the port of Manilla, (of the
‘circumstances connected with which your e\cellcucy may be familiar,)"
“could the owners of such vessels receive assistance’from the govern-
ment of the United States in the event of trouble, and the. Chmese
demand their release from any contract as now made. - The writer,
acting as agent (and being a part owner of ships) for one of the most
: respectable firms in the United States, and having several ships laden
for Peru and other places, has recently heard: that the government of
the United States discountenance the carrying of coohes, -and know-
ing that the mercantile house alluded to would not wish their agent.
to enter into any trade considered illegal or immoral. - Some months‘
since the writer received orders from these friends to send to Rio de.
Janeiro some 2,000 Chinese, under contract made with the minister
~of the Brazilian governmient, and bound the members of the house in
the sum of £2,000, to- have their agent send such number of men
~within the term of eighteen months from June last. In conformity
with such instructions as I then receive ed, part of the Chinese were
embarked on board the ship ‘Sarah,’” and sailed for that country on
the 26th December.. - Messrs. Sampson & Tappan, in good faith for the
' fulﬁllment of this engagement with the minister of Lrale have sent’
~ships and money-to have the contract completed. There is a clause
“in this contract which makes the proviso, that should the government
of China or the United States look upon the traffic as 1lle0al then the
contract is-null, and the agent, of course, not bound to send such cmi-
grants, neither can the Bmahan government exact said £2,000, or
any part of it, and I trust your e\Ccllencv may be pleased to n’rant-
“the writer such document, under your official scal, as may warrant the
‘non-fulfillment of the contract, and not be held lml)lc by the said gov-
-%rm:llent of Braz1l for the payment of the amount spe01ﬁed in sald-
on
The coolie . trade, as 1t has been conducted in Ch1m, has alway
heen obnoxious to the writer, and it has been only as acting for my -
friends as agent, that I was 1nduced to enter into the trade. So long
as the 0'overnment of China, as I undersiand it does, prohibits the
people from emigrating, and that many who have gone have_done so
under or by false repr esentatlons by the shroffs or crimps, who enter
‘the country and induce men from the remote provinces to come to the
sea coast' and embark on board foreign ships, and by contract to serve.
in a far country for the term of five or-eight years. Convinced that
my friends supposed that those who embarked in their ~ships came
from the country freely and of their own accord, as those do who have
gone to Australia and San I‘ranclsco, I had stated the facts of the
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case to them, and they order me now to abandon such trade if not
strictly logal and moral. |
-Should the governments of the Umted States and Envland through
their ministers, make such alterations by treaty with Chma, that men.
‘may freely leave their country to go where their labor is wanted, and.
said governments appoint aaents to see -that proper ships and all
necessaries are found for the carrying such free men to leave their
country, and to adopt such measures as to avoid the evils and abuses
of the coolie trade, then it may be a beneﬁt to such emigrants and
give employment to many ships in carrying such men to a distant
country. I have had recent letters from Amoy, that the trade is be-
coming dangerous; and one captain of an American ship had been
seized by the fnends of those on board and held as hostage until they
should be released. He was, however, released by some sailors who
came to the rescue. My letters from Callao also state that many evils
~and abuses had occurred on board ships, and many deaths had occurred,
_and the English consul had found it necessary to make strict enqui-
ries, the result of which will probably be represented to the govern-
ment of his country. All of which proves that the business is badly
conducted, and, should your excellency des1re, many facts can be'
brought to your notice. - - -
- Your excellency, I trust, will be pleased to give the writer an early
reply, and, if possible, such document as is asked for i in t1me to Io"wa.rd-
by the mall of the 15th January. '
Very respectfullv, your ohedlent servant I e
S SRt . C. D_. 'MUGFO_RD_,

o LEeATIO\I oF TiE UNITED S’I‘ATES, e
- Hong Kong, January 14, 1856.

- DEar Sm I have the honor to be in the receipt of your communi-
cation of the Tth instant, in relation to the Chinese Coolie trade, and
enclose for your mformatmn a public notification of the 10th 1nstant -
upon that subject, and have to refer you to the same for my views upon
the several questions-you have referred.

- With a high appreciation of your friendly sentlments, I hzwe the
'honor to 1ema1n, SlI‘, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

| PETER PARKER
. D. MuGFoRD, E_sq.,. Hong Kong., \

PROCL AM -\TIOV I%LED BY THE SCHOLARS, A\'D \IERCHA\TTS OF. AWIOY -

Notzce, bemg an’ exposure of, for the pur pose of counter acting, the arti-
fices of hardened miscreants who zmpose on the people and seduce them
o tlzezr destruction. : :

From. the time tha,t the barbarians beo'an to trade at Amoy, they
_have had the practice of buying people to sell again ; subJectmg those
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'oulltless of crime to cruel treatment and employmv ev1l -disposed and.
traitorous natives to entice away peaceable people. These agents,
styled brokers, consisting of some scores intimately leagued totrether,
“would attach to themselves several hundreds of others, “and removing
all restraint from their inordinate cupidity, would follow the course
‘of their interest wherever it might lead, without any scruple. They
‘have daily in the country, along the coast sought about in all direc-
tions for persons whom they mlo‘ht entice away, with the end of ma-
king gain for themselves by the detriment of others. By the prospect
of minute advantage they drew away loncly and destitute persons,
~while they held out alluring baits to seduce the younger members of
settled families, Their tricks were innumerable, agpd they would dex-
terously conceal their real designs.” They would pretend to hire their
victims for employment by which they mlght realize a livelihood, and
then drive them into the pits prepared; or they would cheat them With
promises of advantage, (here some Malay words are used which are
unintelligible,) and thus get them within their power; or perhaps
would invite them to travel and divert themselves, and so urge men.
to destruction. - Every kind of abomination they were addicted. to..
The ignorant country people have many times thus been lost in num-
bers.. “From souls so abandoned to. covetousness every spark of innate
right feeling must have departed. . _

The men bem«r inveigled to barbarian houses and shlpq, are puhhcly
sold. - When once amoncrst them they cannot understand their gib-
berish, and they are kept in close confinement. They may 1mplore
Heaven, and their tears may wet the earth, but' their complaints are
uttered “in vain. When carried to the barbarian ‘regions, day and
-night they are impelled to labor, without intervals even for sleep. To
'advafpce or retreat is equally impossible to them ; death is thelr sole
.rehe

Moreover, they can ﬂmnsnnt or Teceive no- mtellwence, none Lnowq
_whether they be alive or dead, and the hearts of their parents and
families are torn with anxiety. The succession of their families is cut
off, an injury for which nothing can atone. Alas! those who, living,
were denizens of the central ﬁowely country, dead their ghosts wan-
‘der in strange lands. O, azure Heaven- ahove' in thls way are de-
stroyed our: rwhteous people .

Our present suggestion iy, that the. benevolent and respectable pub-
lic shall unite in exercising their influence to repress these practices.
Let fathers caution their sons, and elder brothers then younger lno-
thers, for seeing the evil and "ualdmw against it. ~ Let none mis-
‘euidedly lend themseh es to promote the schemes of wicked traitors.
Let us mutually warn each other, and point out to all men the roads
which, if life to one, are of" death to ten thousand. . We venture, as
above, to express our humble ‘but sincere and heartfelt sentnnents,
trusting that they may receive the consideration of the public.

’\Totlﬁcatlon by the scholars and merchants of Amoy.

Atrue translatlon D L
, o M;...C. MORRISON. .
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C’an the followmg facts be tolemted ?

, Man, bemd born of heaven and earth, ‘who is mthout a father and '
a mother, and who i is not either a man or a woman, and how can- they
_be deceived by men, and fall into their snares? '
" Now, I saw in'the port of Macao innumerable pe1sons engaoed in’
the traffic of buying and selling Chinese, and I know this to be the
fact from personal knowledge and observation. . -
There are already in existence five places, vulgarly called “Chu-tsze
" Kwan,” or ‘Pig "Pens,’’ one at Hwa Wang Kee'; one at Puh Ma
Hong ; oncat Hia Wan Kee; one at San- Tsm" Lou, under the sign
9l‘f Tsung Kai Kee but the one that ha,s the most men is at Sha Lan
Tsze.
 Each baracoon procures 1ts men from swmdlels who obtam them
- through deception. The price they pay for each head is eight dollars,
They frequently purchase and keep them in readiness, so that one of
‘these baracoons may have several tensof men, and another several hun-
dreds. They wait to embark together, and all are shipped to foreign
-'countm(als, where- they are rcsold for perhaps over.a hundred dollars
per hea :
P After their persons are thus sold they then turn the bodies .of the
~Chinese into fish baits, by which Béche de Mer is obtained, or make
use of their persons as beasts -of burden, in which capamtv they un-
dergo all the hardships incident to the clearing of ‘wild lands, or else
~they place their persons in the brunt of an enwacement where they
have to brave the hazards of the cannon. Besules, there are other
unknown evils in their becoming slaves to foreigners, and their bemcr‘ :
“used by them at their own will,. ev1ls, to0, of many forms.
But how are these men seduced ? . Plainly because at the outset
they are often’ taken in by swindlers vho w ould address them as -
follows : 4
. “Thave a relation who Leeps a calpenter s ‘shop a,t ‘Macao ; heis
"desirous of employing.a cook. By my recommending you to his shop
you will reccive in the first year a few moce per month for your wages.
~Your apprenticeship will expire at the end of three years; in that case
your monthly wages will be four dollars.”” TUpon secing a neat and
slender fellow, he would say, ¢“I should like to 1ccommcnd you to a
foreign house as a servant,””  Meeting with the stout and strong, he.
would say, ¢ There are men who would furmsh you w lth a capltal
and I should like to go with you to California.” _
* Finding' his victiny wealthy, talented, and young, he would accost '
“him and say, ‘I should like to accompany you to see the sights, and
take you with me to a refreshment room. _
Thus he watches opportunities and adapts himself fo urcumstances,
- employing, moreover, numerous plans and schemes, which cannot be
discovered . .md stated, to seduce his victims. When once the simple-
tons credit his fair speeches, they are thcn forthwith accompanied by
him through Tih Hing Kee (Howqua's street) in Canton, where they
step on board a Macao fast boat, that serves as a jail for criminals. -
~ On thenext day they are hurried down to Macao, where, upon land--
mg, they repair to the baracoons; therc they arc tauO‘ht what to say,
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and as they pass muster or examination they are not permitted to cry
‘aloud. - If any foreigner should question them, each is obliged to say, .
‘that he is poor and cannot see his way to obtain a livelihood, and that
he takes pleasure in selling ‘his person. But if any should disobey
these iin'structions, the scolding and the lash would. inevitably be in-
creased. . R e o L
_Though some who reached this hell of carth against their own in-
clinations, yet they could not help it ; for this reason some undertook
to escape by climbing over walls, but were recaptured by foreign
devils, and were accordingly flogged to death before the rest asa
warning. In one of these baracoons, some have even gone so far
as to commit suicide by hanging themselves. - I have known of ten
such cases.. . - e e
. But some of those who perished deserve pity, others do not. Those
~who do not, weré . the rebels found among.them. Since we could not
_decapitate them for their crime, still we may-thank their enemies for -
having put an end to them. But those who deserve pity were some
virtuous private citizens found ‘among them, who never could return
to serve their parcnts, and were hopeless as regards supporting their
wives and children. If I still desire to harbor and suppress such facts
- as these, how can I face heaven and earth? - T T
‘Therefore, whenever an individual 1is missing, first let a notice be
issued and search be made at different places; then one ought to repair
immediately to the baracoons at Macao, and solicit a foreigner to
‘make an inquiry of the superintendent of the ¢¢ pigs,’” as to which of
“the baracoons the missing person was sold.. He assuredly can be
“seen and his-whereabouts known. The superintendent of the ‘“pigs’
will, of course, demand - the sum of five dollars for the passage and
board, before he would allow the person to be redeemed. Should he
be dissatisfied with this sum, onc ought then, by all means, to go to
“the senate of Macao for consultation. The foreign magistrate will
undoubtedly decide the matter according to equity ; he takes no fee
for it; he is able to deliver the person back, but'if the man had passed
over to the hands of foreigners, it would be difficult to recover him. -
I have experienced all these things myself, there is nothing empty in
~what I say. Co L e .
If every parent and friend should circulate this matter far and
‘wide, and admonish the wealthy, the talented, the sons, and the
" nephews, who live in the neighboring villages, to' be particularly on -
their guard ; if, in like manner, the poor, who hire themselves out as
domestic servants, together with motherless children should be treated
with greater compassion and be made fully acquainted with my ad-
vice ; should these things be done, till we sce that both those who are
of age should escape the danger that besets them, and those who are
under age would not hear deception, then this anonymous effort of
mine will be of infinite service. . : L o
" Respectfully submitted by the Youth’s Assistant and one who can-
‘not_endure these faets.’ ' T e
' ' o CANTON.

~ N.B. This pa‘per‘ was first _publish'cd"in Canton, in October, 1835,

and recently a sccond cdition of .3,000 copies has been circulated.
T e S - TRANSLATOR.
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e Ml ﬂ‘ousdele to M%.’Mar'c_y;_"

[Extractl |
[,‘No}48_'.]"‘ B LEGATIO‘I OF THE UNITED STATE.:, S
T Rzo de Janezro, February 13 1836
--'Sm’:‘_ e T
Sk k) * Tk % : *“ ok ¥

A dlspa.tch was received at this legation . from Mr. Glllmer, Umted
States consul at Bahia, dated 30th January, 1856, which stated that
the Brazilian brig-of-war ¢‘Olinda’’ had captured, on the day previous,
at the port of (St Matheus,”’ the schooner ‘“Mary E. Smith,”’ of -
New Orleans, with over three hundred and seventy African newroes'r
on board ; that the vessel, captain and crew had been taken into the

- port of Bahla., and that mosj; convincing proofs of criminality, as a
slaver, existed in the case. On the 4th “instant T wrote to the secre-
tary of foreign affairs, stating the facts as related by Mr.. Gillmer, and
requesting that he would inform me, when convenient, what action
the Brazilian government would take in the matter. ‘His etcellency
answered my note yesterday. - Enclosed herewith are copies of the
dispatch of Mr. Gillmer, of my note to the Secretary of State, and
also to Mr. Gillmer, and the answer of the secretary of forewn rela-
tions to me, marked A*48 B 48 C 48, D 4. o

* : * : ¥

1 am, s1r, very respectfully, your obedlent servant, = .

) ' W TROUSDALE

Hon W L. Mmcv,

Secretar Y q/' Sfdte

A

COhSULATE OF THE U‘IITI:D STATFs OF AMERICA _
. " Bahia, Jonuary 30, 1856.

Sm: I enclose a paracrlaph taken from the ¢“Diario da. Ba.hla” of.
_to-day, relative to a schooner captured by the Brazilian brig-of-war -
¢Olinda’’ at the port of St. Matheus, to the south of this, With over
“three hundred and seventy slaves on. board.  On the stern of the
~schooner is painted ¢ Mary E. Smith,’” of New Orleans, from' which
port said schooner sailed last spring. . I am told she was overhauled
in the Mississippi after leaving New Orleans, on suspicion, but for
“want of proof released, havmo' at length turned up here with the
: Elost convincing proofs of cr 1m1na11ty, to the dlsvrace of our country’s

ag '
At present I know no further partlculars, but hasten to inform you
of the fact, for combined ‘action with the government in Rio, if you
should deem it expedient, desiring to receive, as early as practicable,
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' any suggestlons you may deem proper as to the coulse necessary for
me to pursue in the premises. -
! have the honor to be, respectfullv your most obcdlent servant,
o - Jd.8. GILLMDR
' Hon W. TROUSDALE, o . )
Mmzstm Plempotmllary Qf z‘kc Umted ;S'tates,
' Ji’zo de Janczro

~B’48‘ |

. [N.o 94.] o LEGATIO\' oF THE UNITED STATES, L
LT o de Janeiro, February 4, 1856.
: The unders1gned envoy extraordinary and minister plempotentlary
- of the United. States, presents his compliments to his excellency José
‘Maria da Silva Paranhas, of the council of his Majesty the emperor,
‘minister and secretary of state for foreign affairs, and would inform his
“excellency that he has recéived a dlspatch from the United States consul
- at Bahia, stating the fact that the Brazilian brig-of-war ¢¢QOlinda,’’ on
‘the 29th ultlmo, at the port of St. Matheus, had captured the American
schooner ¢“ Mary E. Smith,”” which had on. board over thrce hundred_.
and seventy slaves. .
. The undersigned rcquests his e\cellency, at a eonvement txme, to
. inform him what action the Brazilian government will take in rela-
tion to the vessel and crew thus captured.
The undersigned avails himself of this opportumt) to renew to hls
e\cellency the assurances of hls esteem and dwtmwulshed consider-

‘ atlon
W TROUSDALE

| HIS Excellency | |
) osk MARIA DA SILVA PARANHAQ dic ctc . dic

048

' me'rm\* OF THE UNITED STATES, - .

: Iio de Janeiro, February 5, 1856.
SIR Your dlspatch of the 30th ‘ultimo has been rece1ved ‘which
contains the mortifying intelligence that the American schooner
‘““Mary E. Smith’’ had been captured Dy the Brazilian brig of war.
‘‘Olinda,’’ at the port of St. Matthews, with over 370 slaves on board. -
I was informed about six weeks ago of the. dcpa,rture of this vessel
from Boston in. August last, under suspicious circumstances. I learn .
she was followed from that port and overtaken, but refused to return .
and pursued her voyage, as she alleged; for Montevideo. :
Thls is'a case of guilt well deﬁned w1thm the prov1smns of the a,ct
H. Ex. Doc. 1056—6
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‘of Congress passed the 15th Ma,y, 1820 constltutmw the Afrlca,n slave'
trade piracy and punishable with death. :

" By the law of nations this trade was not piracy, but was consrdered
respectable, and practwed by most of the European nations.  Piracy,
‘under the law of nations, may be tried and punished in the courts of

- Justlce of any nation, by whomsoever and wheresoever committed ; but
piracy created by municipal statute can ounly be tried by that state
within whose territorial jurisdiction and on bom d of whose vessels the
offence thus created was committed.

I am not adwsed as to the action mtended ’co be taken by the Bra<
zilian government in the case of the  Mary E. Smith.”” - I have stated
‘the law of nations, as I understood 1t in relation to this case.

I have addressed a note to the secreta,ry of state for foreign. aﬁ'mrs ‘
requesting his excellency to inform ‘me what action will be taken by
the Brazilian government in the case of the schooner ¢Mary E.
Smith.” Tlus note has not been answered. I send you a copy.

I ‘am, sir, very respectfull y; your. obechent servant,

_ : W TROUSDALE

J S GILL\I:.R, Esq o '

Umted States C’omul Bahza, Bmzzl

D48
. [Translatxon]

DEPARTME‘I'J.‘.OE Fonme\: Armms, =
Rio de Janeiro, February 12, 1856.

The underswned member of the council of his Majesty the emperor,
minister and seoreta,rsr of state for foreign affairs, has the honor of ac-
‘knowledging receipt of the note under date of the 4th instant, through
which Mr. William Trousdale, envoy extraordinary and mrmster plen—
ipotentiary of the United States, requested to be seasonably informed
in reference to the proceedings intended by the imperial government
as to the American schooner **Mary E. Smith’’ and her crew, captured
by the Brazilian hermaphrodite brig ¢Olinda,” in the port of St.
Matthews, said schooner having on board a cargo of Africans™ = .

The undersigned, hereby meetmg the request of Mr. Trousdale, has’
the honor of mformmo' that as stated, the hermaphrodite brig of war
¢¢Olinda,”” one of the cruisers on the station of Bahia,. succeeded in
capturmg on the bar of the port of St. Matthews, in the province of
Spirito Santo, the schooner. ‘‘Mary E. Smith,””" with 350 Africans
aboard ; and that the prize and its crew, as w el as other guilty par-
ties, w111 ‘be amenable to the prosecution and sentence prescribed by
‘the Brazilian law of the 4th of September, 1850, and the regulation
of the 14th of October of the same year.

The undersigned will further this prehmlna,ry mformatmn by add-
ing, that accordlno to the data months ago in possession of the impe-
rial government in reference to said schooner, she sailed from Boston -
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in Auo'ust last and that the authontles themselves of the United
States had susprcrons of her being intended for the slave trade, sus-.
- picions which have, unfortunately, ‘been realized. :

The urndersigned improves this opportunity to renew to Mr. Trous-
dale the assurances of his sincere esteem and d1st1nfrulshed cons1dera—

t1on
J OSI* ‘\IARIE DE SILVA PARANHOS
- ' ' ﬂ[r Robcrz‘son to JII7 J[cu cy. |
 [\*0' 34] o o o CO\\oLArL OF. THE U\’ITED b'rATEs

Havana, April 5, ]8‘06

SIr: On the 28th ultlmo an American shipmaster, named William-
Lang, arrived in this city by land, reporting that the vessel under his
command (the clipper-ship ‘‘Sea Wltch' > of New York, of 907 tons,
belonging to Messrs. Howland & Aspmw all,) having on board about
- five hundred coolies, had that morning gone on shore upon the reefs

situated about fifteen or twenty miles to the westward of Havana, and
“that after great exertions he had succeeded in finding a place to land
“and come after assistance. Captain Lang did not apply to me but to-
the agents of his owners, and to the consignee of the coolies. The:
latter r eported the case to the authorities, and the. admiral immediately
~sent out two war steamers; the agent on his part drsPatched a steam
tug and two lighters to the place where the vessel was.  The crew,
coohes, and a great many .ot the ship’s appurtenances were safely
landed ; the hull, it is- believed, will be lost. I have the honor to
_enclose you copies of the correspondence on thrs affair - between the-
admiral and myself, .

- This is ‘the second cargo of Chinamen brought here under our ﬂacr
Wlthm a few days; the ﬁrst cargo, consisting of about 375, was brouﬂht/
from Hong Kong by the chpper -ship Sword Fish, of 1,034 tons, Ca.p-"
 tain Osrrood Two or three days after the Sword Flsn a Spamsh ves-
‘sel came in with about 200 more, -

- The greater part of the Sea Witch’s crew are strll in thxs port

. VV1th «reat respect s1r, your obedient servant,
. : WM H. ROBERTSON

- o | Actmg C’onsul.
Hon WILLIAM L MARCY o o
Sem etar Y of State Of tke Umted Slates, Washmgton

- COV“LLATE oF THE UNITED STATES, S
Hawna, March 31, 1856

“Most E\CELLE\T Sm I had the honor to receive yesterday your
excellency’s very interesting communication informing me of the arri-
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val in thls port on ‘the af‘ternoon of day before yesterday, in her Ca.th---
‘olic Majesty’s steamers ““ Congresso’” and ¢ ‘Guadalquiver,’” and. other -
conveyances, of the crew and Chinese emigrants ﬁom the wrecked .
Amencan clipper-ship ‘¢ Sean Witch.””

I have witnessed with much pleasure and hwh appreclatwn the
_prompt efforts made by your excellency’s orders in behalf of the ship-.
wrecked, and which have been crowned with so much success.. My
government to whom I shall make known the valuable services thus .
rendered to onc of our ships by her Catholic Majesty’s wesqels, will, T
feel sure, highly value them. As to the ship, the captain, previous
to his departure in the  Congresso,”” on the evening of last Friday,
“told me that he entertained llttle or no hope that she could be got off.
. I beg leave to express to. your excellency my most sincere acknow-
ledgments for your kindness to my countrymen and attentions to my—
self, and remain, with considerations of great respect L '
: Your exeellency s very obedlent serva,nt '

lee 00mme9 cial Agent in clwn ge q)‘ the O’onsulate

Hls Excellency Senor Don MANUEL DE QUE.sADA ‘
C'Ommander-m-O%wf of her Catholic Mcgesty s
4 Naval Fo7 ces in this statzon, (ﬁc cﬁc &c

' [Tmnlntiori ]

Oruce OF THE CO\I\IA‘IDER G-ENERAL OF |
MARLNB oF THE HavAwa StaTioN, =
: " Havana, March 30, 1856.

The captain o" the port havmo' reported to me on the afternoon of .
-day before yesterday of the American ship ¢¢Sea Witch,”” with Asiatic
colonists being aground four leagues to the westward, T ordered i imme-.
- diately the departurc of the steamers Gaudalq\uver and Congresso,
with the object of saving the shipwrecked; the latter having effected
_it one hour after; the former having had to wait for the captam of the
lost vessel, who gulded to the spot of the disaster. =~ - ‘

I have the satisfaction to inform you that. yesterday afternoou, an-
chored in this harbor, after their return from their commission the
_said steamers, and onc of the traffic of this port, bringing all the ship-
wrecked persons, without any effort having been made to save. the hull
of the ship, owing to the bad state it was in, ' '
God preserve you nmnv years,

The CO\SDL of the Umlcd Siatcs m ﬂus cct J
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Mr Robertson to Mr Marc J
‘ ‘ [Evtract] |

o CO\'SDLATL OF THE U\TITED SrATns, T
" Havana, July 7, 1854,

“Sm ‘The brm Grey anle was brouo'ht into this port a prize, .
some days since, ha.vmo' been engaged in the African trade. She had
landed between 400 to 500 slwes a,bout fifty miles to the westward of .
‘the port. - When taken; she was lvmﬂ' in a small bay and first discov-
‘ered by an English man-of-w ar, whlch took possession of her, finding
no one on board. The crew had apparently just left her. She was
found already fitted for another voyage; but a Spanish brig-of-war,
lying a short distance from her, ade clzum to her as their prize,
and the Englishman give her up, and she is now in this pcnt R

“Grey ]]avle, of. Phlladelplna, is pmntcd on. he1 stern.””  * *

I Qave the honor to be, sw, thh memt rcsPcct your ob’t servant i

: : W‘\I H. ROBERTSON,
o Consul Gcneml '

Hon WM L Marcy, -
Secretm _/ of State q/' ﬂce Umted Siates, Washmgton

Mr. Robertson to Mr. Mar‘c:y'.-
L [ Extract.] :

[No 98] S S JDLY‘)O 18047'
- T beg leave to call your a,ttentlon to thc co DY herewith enclosed, of a
communication addressed to me on the 15th instant by the mixed court
of justice which is investigating the case of the captured brig “ Grey.
Eagle.”” I replied on the 17¢h that I would endcavor to procure from -
‘the United States the information that the court wished to obtain, and.
to this effect have addressed the collector of Philadelphia.

- Late on the 18th, after a diligent search for some one that had be-
‘longed to the crew of that vossel I found a- young American seaman
“who gave his name as Joseph Town, of P]uladclphm I 1mmed1ately
took his deposition, (a copy of which I send herewith,) and learning
therefrom that the captain (Donald) had already left for New York
and with the intention of taking charge there of another vessel to pro-
‘ceed to Africa after more elaves, I availed my self of the sailing of the
barque Leo, Captain. \Vest on yesterday morning for New York to
send the young seaman in her, -at the expense of the government, and
~subject to the United States district attorney, who w All be thus ena-
‘bled, if it is deemed Pproper, to make use of the seaman to discover
,Dona,ld and such other parties as were concerned in the a.ﬁlur, and
have them dealt with according to law. .
- The seaman Town is quite’ 1ntclll<vent and 1f lns statements are’
vtruthful it is very possible that throuoh him the district attorney may
succeed - m discovering Donald and ha.vmo' him convicted and pun-
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igshed. A few examples, where the full force of the law is applied,
-will have the salutary effect of deterring others from engaging in that
'nefarious trade in our country. No doubt can exist that the greater
“part of the vessels engaged in the slave trade are fitted out in New.
~York and other ports of the United States. This practice must be

discontinued, if it is desired to put a stop to the trade. 'I'do not be-
‘lieve that all the serious exertions of the authorities of Cuba will stop
- that trade here. =~ - S ST

- My, Savage to Mr. Marcy.
. [Extract.] R
“[No.113.] - . CoNSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
T e - . Havana, dugust 28, 1854.
~ Sm: Since the date of my communication No. 111, nothing wgorthy
of being made the subject of a dispatch has taken place here. -
- Having received a letter from the United States attorney in Phila-
delphia, announcing the arrest and commitment for trial of Captain
- Darnand, of the brig Grey Eagle, and desiring this office to procure
more evidence to strengthen the case for the government, I have en-
deavored to obtain personal evidence, but, as I expected, unsuccess-
fully. Itis believed that nonc of the crew are here. Some of the
slaves landed from that vessel were captured on the road by the lieu-
‘tenant governor of the district, but the number taken being very
‘small the- captain general had him arrested, and he is now under-
going trial. I do not believe that his evidence, if it could be ob-
- tained, would be reliable. -~~~ o0
- I applied to the British consul general for information, and he has
-furnished me the description and dimensions of the Grey Eagle, as
‘well as of every article of a suspicious nature found on board. ~This
,gocument I will forward to the district attorney in an "authenticated .
- I have also applied to the captain general for all the evidence and
informationin his possession, bearing upon the case for the use of the
-district attorney. . He hasassured me that he hal given directions that
the papers be prepared as soon as possible, and that he will then
transmit them to me. Whether all these documents may be made
available or not for the trial, I am not able to decide, but I have no
doubt that they will be important to the government, who will,
through ther, be placed in possession of all the facts connected with
the capture and trial of a vessel that to all appearances must have
been American. B ,

A SN

ok k%  o% .o * E I T S S S
-~ I have the honor to be sir, with great respect your obedient servant.

AP . THOMAS SAVAGE,
R e . in charge of Consulate.
- Hon. Wrutiaa L. Marey, = =~ . T
- Secretary of State of the United States, Washington.
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' .M".'deage to J_lIr.‘ ﬂ[a‘rcy;

‘ \[No 116 ] B . CO\SLLATE OF THE U\’ITED Surna ,
: - a ' Hawna, September 6, 1804
| Sm In answer to your dlspa,tch of the 17th ultimo, I have the
_Tonor to state that the seaman George Howell, whose affidavit, taken
‘before Mr, Acting Consul Robertson, has been by you forwarded to
the United States district attorney in Philadelphia, after his some-
what singular conduct in not going per brig Volante, as intended by
~ Mr, Robertqon was found by me at last and | prevailed upon to. go to
- New York and place himself at the disposal of the United States at-
torney at New York. He left this port with a letter from me to that
' oflhcer, per - American. barque J ohn Potter, on. or a,bout the 14th
- ultimo. '
I have, at the request of the attorney for the eastem district of
' Pcnnsylvama, endeavored to procure evidence for the trial of Captain
Darnand or Donald, of the brig Grey Eagle, and by the same con-
veyance that takes tlus, as well as by a former one, have sent him a
number of official documents, which I hope may prove available. I
even applied to the captain general for evidence and information, but
- cannot say whether such as he has furnished me will avail much to
“the government attorney. I have asked this officer to forward all
the documents, in case they do not serve his purpose, to you, whom.
they must be useful to, as they refer to a vessel that to all appearance
_ must have belonged, if she does not belong now, to the United States.,
- The mixed court of justice here, before which the case of the Grey
Eafrle is now pending, requested. Mr. Robertson last month to inform
them whether that vessel was American, or had been so; their object
is to ascertain whether she was transferred at the coast of Africa to
‘other parties, so that she ceased to be American. property. It appears
that by the stipulations of the treaty of 1833, establishing that court,
it has no ]urlsdlctlon but upon English or Spamsh vessels engaged i in
‘the slave trade. If it is therefote ‘established that the Grey Eagle
"never ceased to be American, the court must place her, uncondemned,
“entirely under the control of 'the Spanish government, Who, when this
‘should occur, would no doubt condemn her for a violation of their own
laws, in having landed a cargo of African slaves on the coast of Cuba. -
‘She was found as alleged, in the bight of ¢ La Ortigosa,’’ entirely
abandoned, without ﬂag, papers, or crew, after she had landed her
cargo. She was captured by the Dritish war brig Espiegle, but a -
-Spanlsh war vessel claimed her as her prize; under the plea that one -
of the officers on shore had. already seen and taken possession of her, -
and she was given up by the Espiegle. I have understood ‘that ‘she -
was, however, subsequently acknowledged to be the Espiegle’s prize.
Revertmw to your dispatch, I will say, in conclusion, that so long -
as I have chm ge of, or in any way connected with, this consulate, 1
will at all tnn(,s use my utmost efforts to ferret out and bring, if pos-
sible, to condign punishment any parties who bring disgrace upon the
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' flag of the 'U'n’i'ted Sﬁétes;‘ eépecially such as use it for thé'ab‘o'minablé
trafficinslaves. - . o
. I bave the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient

servant, —_— ‘ : IR
R - -THOMAS SAVAGE, Acting Consul.
 Hon. Wmrram L. Marcy, - ~ .~
- Secretary of State of the United States, Washington.

———

- o Mr. Savage to Mr. Marcy, . -

" [No.119.] -~ = Co~sSULATE oF THE UNITED STATES, =~ ~
- . ..o Hawana, September 7, 1854. .

- Bir: On the 29th ultimo I received information, confidentially, that

~ several seamen, with about one hundred and seventy bozal negroes,
had been captured in the vicinity of Giiines, about thirty-six or forty
miles from this city, and that two of the seamen were apparently
Americans. It was corroborated on the 31st, when I learned that the
‘men had been brought here by the railroad on the day before. . Pre-
suming that they were in the public jail, I called there on the same

- day, and found eight men, six of them Portuguese, and two evidently
‘native Americans. I conversed with these two, who gave me their

- names as Mark Chauncey, of Philadelphia, and William Winn, of

~Maine. I judge that they are Americans from their appearance, lan-
guage, and manners. They stated that they shipped on or about the =

6th of March last, at the office of regular shipping masters, in New
York, whose names they gave, but I cannot now recollect, for the
schooner ‘“Esperanza,’’ of New York, then lying in said port, to pro-
ceed to the Cape of Good Hope on a lawful trading voyage. .Being
asked by me the names of the captain and mate, they said that they
did not know; that the captain was always called captain, and the -
mate’s name never was mentioned in their hearing ; that they were
‘both Portuguese, to judge from their accent, but spoke the English

- language fluently, and must be naturalized American citizens. The
other men, who were present when I was interrogating the two Ame-
ricans, stated that they are also American seamen, but they are evi- -
dently Portuguese, and produced no papers. They accounted for this,
saying that their papers had been stolen from them. The two Ame-
ricans went on, saying that they went on board the ¢“Esperanza’’ in -
‘the morning; a steamboat was alongside, the schooner cast off, and im-
‘mediately went to sca under American colors. I asked them if they
knew at the time of leaving New York what cargo the vessel had on
board. They answered that they did not see the hatches taken off
until they arrived at the coast of Africa, at a place without houses,
“where they discovered that she had nothing but provisions and other
articles for the slave trade. A cargo of about four hundred and fifty
negroes was there brought on board in launches and canoes; that .
they had no other recourse but to come in the vessel ; that they had
~a passage of about sixty-seven days going to the coast, and about forty-
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elght on the way to Cuba. No ﬂag was ever hoxsted on the return
passage.  Arrived at the south side of the Isle of Pines, where the
cargo, now reduced to four hundred and nine negroes, (the rest having
‘died-on the passage,) was landed, together with all the crew, and the .
Esperanza was burnt; that they ‘remained twenty days at the Isle of
Pines, where provmwns were very scarce, and the negroes would go
into the bushes and get poisonous beans, snakes, &c., and eat them,
which caused the death of a very large number, so. that there were
‘only about three hundred and thirty-five left ; tlmt two schooners of
the coast then came. The captain, mate, and cook, (this last is said
to be also an American,) with about onc-half of the negroes, embarked
in one of the schooners, the crew and the rest of- the n negroes (about
one hundred and. sevent)) embarked in the other, 'The. schooner
“having their captain on board, being a faster sailer than’ their’s, they
- soon lost si ight of her; that they supposcd they were all going to the
same place, but after seven days, being short of prowsnons, the master
put into Rosario, and there landed the crew and negroes.  They re-
mained about ten days at Rosario, and finally were all detected and
‘arrested by the licutenant governor of Griines, who had them conveyed -
to that place, and after Wa.rds sent them to Havana. They also stated,
in reply to a question from me, that they had not received one smcrle
dollar but the advance that they got in New York. They also. de-
clared themselves to. be entirely destitute of means, and without
“clothes but the ragged ones they had on. They appearcd to be aware
of their critical situation, and begged me to do something for them,
‘as they had been deceived in New York. They finally informed me
that they had written me a letter from Gritines, which letter dld not
come to my hands until the morning-of the 2d instant.

'On my return to the office, I. had & suit of clothing sent to each of'.
-the two Americans, and I will endeavor to make them as comfortable'_
as circumstances will permit. I have also requested thein to give me,
in writing; as full a statement as they can of all the cxrcumstances
coninected with- their case, but unfortunately Chauncey, who is the
‘one that can write well, was taken sick two days after I saw. him, and-
conveyed to the mﬁrmary of the prison, which has prevented his com-
plying with my request.” I lcarn, however; that he is domo well I
shall, therefo1 ¢, have the statement in a few days. .

On the first instant I wrote a communication to the capta,m <rener'1,l
‘about these men; a copy of which I enclose herewith, together with his
excellency’s reply, translated into English—these copies are marked
A and B respectively:. I also accompany a copv of ‘\hrk (Jlnuncey ]
letter from. Griiines.

. The captain general havmo' stated to me that the men will ‘be
broutrht to trial, I will do all T can to prevent any unnecessary delay,
will defend them with all the -evidence I can bring to bear in their
favor, and will watch that they have a fair trial, and are allowed all
‘the facilities granted by the treaty betwecen the United States and
Spain. I do not believe that I shall be permltted to interfere, being
a mere commercial agent, but I shall waive this c1rcumst1nce, thouvh
on every occasion addwssmo' the - authorltles 1n a very resPectful
manner.. :
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I would suogest that a properly authentxca,ted copy of the Esper- .
anza’s original shipping articles, which must be on file in the custom-
house at New York, be sent here to serve as ev1dence that the men
. Were shlpped for a lawful voyage. ‘
~ Twill, in conclusion, earnestly request of you to give me such in-
| structions as you may deem proper for this case, to serve as a guide,
" though those given by you for that of the Jasper’s crew, the two cases
~ being quite similar, may be considered as adapted to the present affair.
' Hoping that my condict, thus far, will meet your approval, I have
~ the honor to Le, sn', very. respectfully, your obedient servant,.
, . THOMAS SAVAGE
' R . Acting C’onsul

Hon Wirrax L. MARCY R ‘
Secretmy qf State of the Umted States, Waskzngton .

- M. C’Izaunce Y to JII) ;S'cwa Je
' - GUINES, Azzgust 28, 18a4

DEAR S: I am about to address a few lines to you in behalf of
myself and fellow-mariners who are now in the prison at this place.
We sailed from New York, bound, as we supposed, for the Cape of
Good Hope. When about 61 days out we made the coast of Africa,
when the captain called all hands aft and said he intended to alter the
- voyage and take on board negroes. All hands immediately refused,
upon  which he stated we had our choice, either to go ashore on a bar~
ren and rocky coast, or consent to remain on his terms which were a
“large sum of money each and a passport through Cuba, to the TInited
‘States. - Not knowing what course to pursue, he gave us until me-
~ridian to consider upon it. At that time four la.unches came along- -
.side loaded with negroes, who threatened us with putting us on shore,‘

- as there were more men ashore who were ca.ptured and put ashore on
‘the coast, and would be happy to get on board. Upon which course
to take, it was hard to decide ; canmbala and starvation one side,

- and the other a shade better or worse. To shorten the nar ratlon, we
landed on the Isle of Pines and disembarked the negroes, where we

- remained 20 days in the woods, sick and half star ved “At that time
‘two schooners arrived to embark the negroes. . We went on board one
schooner and the captmn and his partv in- another The captain’s. -
‘vessel we lost sight of.  'We were landed at about a league. from Ro-

.satio; encamped again in the woods for 7 days, and then made
‘prisoners ; arrived. here yesterday. I suppose to-morrow we start for
Havana, where, if you will condescend to grant me an interview, I
will etplam everything (I irust) to your satlafactlon - There are but
two natives of America among us ; but all have sailed a long time in
American vessels, and, I presume, ‘are considered as Americans. Our
“clothes, and everythmg appertaining to us, I suppose are lost or taken
by the authorities, 'We have heard it stated here that we would have
no opportumty of wrmno' or seeing you, aud therefore a,vall ourselves
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of the kmdness of an Amenca,n lady, 1es1dent here, who has Llndly
tendered to us her services in transmitting this letter to Havana, and.
“also to contribute every thing in her power to ameliorate our condition
“here.- Allof Whlch is 1espectfully submitted by your obedient servant,
S - MARK CHAUNCEY,
m bekalf of_ seven others

'.M'i 6 avage fo. C'aptam Gencml

CO\'%Lu‘E oF THE UNITED STATES, o
‘ " Havana, September 1, 1854,

MosT EXCELLENT Sm Two Amerxcan seamen, named Ma.rL Chaun-
cey and William Winn, who are now in the jail of this city, have
desired me to render my official services in their behalf for the pur-
pose of obtaining their release. Being anxious to comply with the
-double duty of 1ender1n0' them all the assistance I may, though with-
~out going beyond the limits conceded to the office I hold, and of cor-
1ectly repoztmo' to the government of the TUnited States all the
circumstances connected: with said seamens’ case, I would respectfully
_request of your excellency to inform me of the nature of the. offence
committed by those scamen which has led to their being imprisoned,
and in case that they have violated any law of the countrv’ of what
are the intentions of the gover nment respectm hem S :

T have the honor, &c &c. y _
i . : THO\IAS SAVAGL
His E,\-cell'ency rth_e- C_APT;}_IN- CTE.\ERAL. '

- OFFICE OF THE (OVERNOR, CAPTAIN. GENERAL, &c.; &c.
Government Secretary’s Oﬁzce ‘Havana;, September 5, 1854.

“Suérroy 1.—The North American scamen, Mark Chauncey and
William Winn, Who are in the jail together, with several others, be--
long as these to the crew of the schooner ¢ Esperanza,’” that was
‘burnt after landing, on the ‘coast of the Isle of Pines, the bozal ne-
groes that she brought, and being conveyed to the place called Rosario,
in'the jurisdiction of Gumes, were arrested with the negroes that they
brought to this place. Consequently they are subject to the proceed-
ings instituted on that -account, the decision of which appertains to
the royal audiencia, in contornnty with- the penal law for the repres-
sion of. the traffic from Africa.

Whlch I say to )ou in answer to your saul commumcatmn o
. THE ]} ‘\IARQUIS DE LA PEZUELA

The CO\i\IERCIAL AGE\T of the United States.
»The mail i is g01n°' - I must send 5ou tbe two copies by next mail.

Your obedient servant,
- THOMAS SAVAGE
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Mr. Sa'vage fo M'r. Marcy

.[No 1"0 ] o CO\SULATE oF THE UNITED STATES o
. .o  Havana, September 11, 1854.

Sm: I haw, the honor to enclose herewith the copies: mentwned in
my communication ‘No. 119, as marked A and B, which, for want of
time, ‘could. not be got ready ‘I have not yet received the full state-
ment required of the seaman , Mark Chauncey, he being still unwell,
but he has promised to have it ready day after tomorrow. That sea-
man and his shipmates were, on I'riday last, transferred from the
cell where they were to another ‘more comforta.ble, and apart from.
‘the mass of prisoners. I have endeavored to ascertain by -whose
orders they have becn bettered so in their condition and all I have.
‘been able to. learn is, that a Portuguese person residing here had
‘given the dircctions and bound Thimself to pay the expenses of room-
rent and supplies. I ‘naturally suspected that this person must be either.
a party concerned in the cargo of slaves that the seamen brouvht in
the “‘Esperanza,’’ or an aﬂent of the owners. |

Several days since I saw a person, apparently an Amerlc'm, and a
sea-faring ‘man, (in fact, he said that he was a shipmaster, and had
‘come- here in command of an American vessel two years ago,) stay-
‘ing at a hotel; he had a boy with him, about 10 years old, whom he
‘called his. son, and subsequentlv, I learned that he had also a dark
‘man with him, whom I did not see, but about whom there was a dis-
pute in the hotel as to whether he was a mulatto or Indian from the
Pacific. They ‘all went in the steamer ¢ Governor Dudley’’ on the
7th™ instant. After they were gone, I heard a boarder of the hotel
say that this sea-faring man had acknowledged to him, that he left
New York in command of a brig, went to the coast of ‘Africa, and
brought a car go of slaves to Cuba; that when near the coast of Cuba,
or the Isle of Pines, the brig got aground and was wrecked; the
greater part of the negroes and of the crew being drowned and "lost.-
I have endeavored to find out the man’s name, and thus far without
success, as no one in the hotel appears to know. On reterrmv to the.
list of passengers by the ¢ Governor Dudley’” at her consignees, I
see that she carried only two passengers that paid their passages to
the. conswnees, to_wit: (. Lopez to Charleston and W. Reed to Key
West. No mention is made of the boy; and st111 I am quite pos1t1ve
that they all went off in that steamer, ‘

‘Mr. Crawford, the British consul, of whom I ha\e 1nqu1red told
me that from some of the negroes saved from the cargo, it was ascer-
‘tained by means of a Congo Loa.nrro negro interpreter, that the brig
was chased some distance by a man-of- war, and had a part of her
gear shot away, but that she escaped, but probably was lost in con-
sequence of the damage caused by the shot. I heard the Captain
accidentally say that his vessel had ‘““missed stays and. got aground;””
he also told me that he had come from ‘¢San Nicolas,” ‘which is a
little town about ten miles beyond Guines, and very near Caimits and
Rosario, seaperts quite ncar the Isle of Pines. It struck me at the
time as strange that a sea-faring man should have come from San
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, Nxcola,s, but could say notlung about 1t I do not know tha.t it w111
be easy.to clear up this mystery, but for all that have deemed it my
duty to communicate what I have learned so far. Should I obtain
further accounts, I will lose no time in making them known to you,
for such purposes-as.may be deemed proper.
‘The captain general has not yet tr ansmltted to me the 1nformat1on -
I asked him. about the C. B. Hamilton's case.
_ I have the honor to be, sxr, W1th great respect, your obedlent servant :
: - ‘ THO\IAS SAVAGE.
' : . Actma Oonsul
Hon VVILLIAM L. Marcy, - '
- Seer etm Y cy“ State qf the United Statcs, W a,shmgton '

" Mr. Parker to Mr. Webster.

| | [Extract] - IS

I,['Ne‘.‘24.']--' S LIJGATIO‘I or T11E UNITED STATES.

o PR R Canton, Januau 27 1852.
Sw: o
o % ko ‘* ' x® % ‘_*

" By the next mail it will be my endea,vor to furmsh you some. statls-
tics of the emigration of Chinése to California. . -

“The favorable reports of those who have returned to China, ha.vmo'
been fortunate at the gold mountain, seem to have imparted a new
impetus to the tide of emwratlon , and it is estimated that within the
‘twelve months ending 91st I ebruary next, not less than ﬁve thousa,nd-
Chmese ‘will have sa.lled for San Franmsco R o :

% * * L .
: lour most obedlent servant S e
' . ~ PETER PARKER.
Hon DANIELWEBSTER, _ T e e
o Sem etm y of State.

Mr I’arker to Mr Webster B

[No 27 ] S LEG ATION OF THE UNITED STm:s, o
S . Cantor, March 27, 1852,
SIR : I‘rom a statement Just receiv ed from H. Anthon, jr., esq., our
- consul at Hong Kong, (No. 8,) it appears no less than 14 000 Chinese
‘have cmigrated to Cahforma. since January 1, 1851, nearly one half
of whom have sailed since the 1st January, 1852. Already a fleet of
some ﬁfty to sixty sail of merchant vessels have been employed in
conveying Chinese to the shores of” the United States, and there is
-every prospect that a strong tide of emigration will set in that direc-
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tion for years to come, constltutmo- a new element in speculatlon for'
the future, as it respects both countries. e
.+ Tt is of moment to the United States as reo'ards stea.m communica-
tion between the two shores, a subject already before the public.
-The present rate of passage money for a Chinese is fifty dollars. One
vessel, which recently cleared for San Francisco, received $18,000;
ail(l another, about to sall has recewed $19 000 for passarre money»
alone. -
- A steamer mlo'ht receive ' $7o or $100 in view of the more e\pedl-
tious and safer passage; and admitting her capable of conveying 350.
~Chinese, this rate Would give $26, 000.. ‘European' passengers would
_pay a still larger sum, whlch with- fremht or bullion and merchandlse, ,
and a moderate assxstance from government might render the enter-
prise at once feasible, ultimately 11101at1ve, and highly 1mportant both ,
commercially and politically..
As to China, for the most part, those who VlSl.t California e*cpect to
return in three years, and those who have returned have acquired
‘new ideas of human rights and human existence even, This influ-
‘ence coalescing with the indigenous spirit of 1epubllcamsm that is
beginning to be rife in China, must. inevitably, according to the estab-
lished law of mind disenthralled from tyranny, work “out important
results to the Manchoo dynasty. Yet the character of this new ele-
ment will depend materially upon the influence that shall be exerted
‘upon these emigrants during their residence in the land of gold, and,
what is still more valuab]e, the land of freedom. A s11bJect (too
obvious to need remark) deserving the grave cons1deratlon both of the -
phllantlu opist and the statesman. . : :

Your very obedlent servant, R
_ PETER ‘PARKER.

Ml.'. Parker to 21[1 Webste7

[Extract 1

[Vo 29. J '_ - R LEGu‘Iov OF THE UNITED STA'rns, .
' L - Canton, May 21, 1852,

Sm It becomes my duty to transmlt to the department documents
and correspondence relative to a very aggravated case of piracy and
murder recently committed upon the hlgh seas by Chinese, on board
an American merchant vessel, and under the ﬂao' of the Umted'
States s.—(Vide enclosures Nos. 1 to 15, ) '

‘The American merchantman *‘ Robert: Bowne,” Lesley Bryson, '
master and sole owner, left Amoy on the 21st March, having on board
four hundred and ten Chinese coolies, so called, ‘bound for “San Fran-
cisco. On the 30th March, when some three "hundred miles to the -
eastward of Formoza, the Chmese rose and killed the captain, first -
and second officers, and four seamen;, took command of the vessel, and -
constramed the remainder of the ship’s company to take the vessel to.
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one of the é Ma.crrcosrma. groop of 1s1a.nds, where they plundered
her, and some hundreds of the Chinese landed.

Afterwards, the surviving seamen succeeded in bmdmo twenty-three
“Chinese who remained on boar d, slipped the cable, and brought the'
vessel into Amoy on the 18th Apnl

The Chinese prisoners brought back in the ““Robert Bowne were
: handed over by the Umted States consul to the custody of the Chinese

authorities at Amoy.

- Immediately on recelpt of 1ntelho*ence of this catastrophe, I com-
municated the same to Commodore Aulick, who at once dispatched.

the ¢‘Saratoga,”” Captain Walker, in search of some missing smlors,
and to capture as many as possible of the pirates. .

~~In the meantime, two of the sailors, who left the ship at. the island

‘in a long-boat, were picked up at sea ten miles to the south ot For-
moza, by Ca.ptaln Wilson, of the British schooner ¢Nymph,”’ and
taken<o Shanghai.,. From their depositions, taken before the United
States consul, it appears that the captain, in order to maintain clean-
liness, cut off the tails of a great many of- the coolies, and obliged
them to come on deck and be. washed all over in cold w ater, the men
‘scrubing them with cane brooms.”” -

Her ’\Iajesty s brigs¢‘Lily’’ from Amoy, and ¢ Contest”from Shanvhar, ‘
procecded to the island and have rescued an American sailor detamed-'
by the Chinese, and captured from 80 to 40 of ‘the pirates. =

These are the main facts so far as they have transpired; but for full
‘details, and for all the steps that have been taken, I respectfully invite
your attention to the accompanying documents and correspondence.

Two important subjects have presented themselves. First, the dis-
posal of the vessel ; second, the disposition of the pirates. In refer-
‘ence to the first, please refer to my dispatch to Mr. Bradley, of the

1st instant, (No. 6.) As to the second, I wait for the deposrtlons of
 the sailors. Who brouoht the vessel into. Amoy, before deciding finally
on the course to pursue.  Had the piracy been committed w1thm the
jurisdiction of China, the 21st article of the treaty would consign the
pirates to the government of China, but, occurring upon the high
seas and under the flag of the United States, strrctly speaking, 1t'_
‘comes under the exclusive cognizance of thelaws of the United States;
yet, should it appear that the ends of Justlce and the public good may
as effectually bé secured by so doing, it may become expedient, under
explicit claim of our rights, in the present instance to waive them,
‘and allow the Chinese to try and punish these, their subjects, agreeably
to the above named article. Upon this subject, however, I shall endeavor
‘to act advisedly, and in conJunctmn with the commander-m-chref of
our naval forces in these waters. =
 The injudicious treatment of these coohes by the capta.m may be
_regarded, by some, as the provocation-to the act of violence they have
committed, but the fact that within a limited period three other ves-
“sels, one. French and two English, have been'cut off by this class of
Chinese, leaves it by no means. certam that the act was not premedi- -
tated before the vessel left port.. Before concluding my observations
~upon this subject, I beg to invite your attention to the very friendly
-offices of the British civil and naval authorities in China, as exhibited -
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‘in the enclosed correspondence, and while I have deemed it my duty
at once to acknowledge them, (enclosures Nos. 14 and 15,) it will af-
ford me much pleasure hereafter to convey to these authorities any
- expression of the appreciation of said offices on the part of the home
government, unless the legation at London should be deemed the more
‘appropriate channel. - . i o
t seems very unfortunate that any circumstances should have ren-
‘dered the services of the ¢“Susquehanna’ unavailablein this important
emergency (vide enclosure No. 5,) otherwise the necessity of calling
in the aid of British men-of-war on the occasion had been avoided.

-~ .. Your most obedient servant, : o
S e e PETER PARKER.
~ Hon. DANIEL WEBSTER, o o

- Secretary of -Stale. '

S No. 1.

~ C. W. Bradley, jr., United States Consul, to Mr. Parker.
[No. 51.] . Unrrrep StATES CONSULATE, =~ .
. ' o . . Amoy, April 22, 1852, .
~ 8B1r: I have to report of the melancholy accident which has fallen
on the American ship ‘ Robert Bowne,’’ Leslie Bryson, commander.
This vessel left this port on Sunday, the 21st of March, having on
board four hundred and ten Chinese coolies, bound for San Francisco, .
California. On Sunday, the 18th instant, she arrived off Amoy in.
distress. The survivors of the crew report as follows: On Tuesday
morning, the 30th of March, the Chinese coolies, mutinied and killed
‘the captain, first and second officers, and four seamen. = The remain-
‘ing seamen escaped by taking refuge aloft; while aloft, efforts were
made to fire on them by the coolies, but the muskets ‘missed fire, the
wind blowing fresh at the time, and the sails were taken aback ; the
.coolies being unable to right the ship, became themselves terrified,
and finally promised to save the lives of the crew if they would de-
scend and work-the vessel for them, After the crew had righted the -
ship, the coolies seized and bound them, leaving but two at liberty at.
once. One of the coolics assumed the office of captain. The crew.
~were ordered to sail the ship to Formoza ; to accomplish this, four
days were allowed them, with the threat that if they failed to reach
‘Formoza within that time they should all be slain. - The crew were
none of them navigators, but supposed themselves to be about three
hundred miles to east of Formoza, and steered the ship accordingly.
Afterwards, fearing the ship might be capsized in a squall, they
‘loosened all the crew, but kept a close watch over them. They made
land on Friday, the 2d of April. At first, they supposed the land to -
be Formoza.. On making the land the crew were informed by two or
three Chinese boys, (who had always been fri-.dly with them,) that
the coolies had planned to kill them that night. But on nearing the
‘land they discovered the island was not Formoza. They put the ship
about for the night.  The next morning they saw land further to the
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~northward, which they then supposed must be Formoza, and sailed.
towards it, beating to windward all that day ; they did not*effect a
landing on the island until Wednesday, the 7th of April, when the
vessel ran on a reef near the shore. - They found the island was not.
 Formoza. The coolies were several days in- plundering the ship and
Janding on this island. ~ On Thursday, seeing signs that the coolies
~ designed to kill them, the crew launched the long boat, and made
arrangements to take to her during the night if necessary. Two of
‘the crew were placed in charge of the boat. ~In the morning the boat
was missing, and has not since been seen. . The coolies had all left
- the ship, with the exception of some twenty-three who were left in
- charge of the vessel ;' nine of the crew escaped to the ship, slipped the
cable, put the ship under way, binding twenty-one of the Chinese as’
-prisoners. -The other two are supposed to be innocent, having on
several times saved the lives of the crew by giving them information
~of the plots against them. One of the seamen was retained on the
island a prisoner. The twenty-one prisoners brought into Amoy have
been given in charge to the Haifong. "A communication has been sent to
the Taoute, requesting him to hold them in custody until.I received
Jinstructions from the United States commissioner at Canton. )
~~ ‘“I have been in communication with her Britannic Majesty’s con-
sul at this port on this subject. He has placed her Majesty’s brig
“Lily,” and the honorable company’s steamer °Semiramis,” at my"
disposal, and ordered them at once to proceed to sea to rescue the-
American citizen now held a prisoner by the coolies, and to arrest as-
many of the actors in this tragedy as possible, that they may be brought
to justice. =~ o o T
- “*Mr. -Consul Sullivan deems it advisable that I, with certain survi-
vors of the crew, proceed in these vessels to effect the purpose. The
time necessary to send an express from -Amoy to Canton is ten days,
and it would require about an additional ten days for a vessel to ar-
rive at Amoy in order to get the necessary information requisite to-
proceed on this expedition. Hence, in order to avoid these delays, I
have deemed it-advisable to accept of her Britannic Majesty’s consul’s-
very generous offer. B o L LT
- ““The ship’s log-book has been preserved ; the position of the ves—
sel on the day previous to-the tragedy, as noted in the log-bookgwas
latitude (by observation) 210 50’ north ; longitude (by dead reckon-
ing) 128° 26’ east. The surviving crew have given an intelligent
description of the island and its inhabitants, and of their return voy-
age; from which statements we. infer that the island in which the
coolies Janded must be one of the group called “Magicosimas.” “* * *
With regard to the disposal of ‘the prisoner already in custody, and
others that may be arrested, I shall await your particular instructions.
I shall also beg, respéctfully, for instructions or advice in reference to
the disposal of the vessel. ~Captain Bryson was the sole owner, and
has left certain creditors at Amoy. The remaining stores are in such
condition that it is necessary to dispose of them without delay.””
* Uk x k w  k L ok Lk ¥
Your obedient servant, - . . T
A -+ CH’S WM. BRADLEY, Jz. -
- H. Ex. Doc. 105 B Ce T

e
o |
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“ No2 .
]l[r. B? adfey, Umted Slates consul to J![r Parl,er -

e o B HO\’(: I\ow, Apnl 94, 1802
‘DEAR B1r: ‘1 wntem haste to 1nform you that the steamer ¢ Seml-_

‘ramis’ was unable tow or keepin company with her Majesty’ssloop ¢ Lily’ .
after Friday evening, the wind and sea being so very high that the
~captain deemed it advisable to-put back on Saturday mormn« for .
Amoy. The gale increasing so much, and being thick, we run past our
.port and obhved to run into Hong Kon , arTiving. liere this afternoon.

4 * * % I hope (;ommodore Aulick may be made ac-
quamted with the facts in my official to you, and. proceed at once in
search of the American prisoner, and try to Tescue some ot the leading
Chinese in this horrible tragedy.’”” * * * P

Yours, falthfully, o -
CVV BRADLEY,_ JR.

No.3.
’ - ’ | - .. [Extract]
J|Ir Pm ker io lllr B; adley

LI:‘.GATIO‘I OF THE UNITED ST. ams,
‘Canton, April 28, 1852.

SIR @ “I have thls moment recewed your dispatch of the 22d in-
stant, relative to the sad catastrophe of the ship ¢ Robert Bowne.’
* . % % % % Tghall loose no time.in commumca,tmo' mth Com-_,
modore Aulick upon the subject Pk Rk :

~ Your cbedient se1vant BRI
e 4 R PETER PARKER

o | ——

. o l\o 4. | -
Mr. .Pm Le7 to Commodmc Aulzcl.,, Umted States Nm, J

o Lx:u u;ow oF TiE BNITED Smrm,
' Canton, April 29, 1852.

Smr: ‘1 hasten to transmlt you herewith a copy of a dlspatch of
Charles W, Bradley, jr., esq., United States vice consul at Amoy, of the .
224 instant, informing this legation of the_catastrophe of the Ameri-.
can ship ‘Robert Bowne, whose owner and commander, Captain Leslie
Bryson, with his officers and four seamen, have been murdered by
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‘_,(‘hmese whom the vessel was conveying from Amoy to San Franclsco

" Full particulars of the bloody deed you will find in said dlspatch and

need not here be recapitulated.” In reference tothe ‘American citizen

" now held prisoner. by the coolies,” npon an island supposed to be one
“of the ‘Magicosima’ group, and the arrest of the guilty Chinese, I
carnestly lequest you will adopt such prompt and efficient measures as

shall in ycur judgment be deemed e\pedlent_ VoE. Rk R
Your obedmnt servant, - . . PDTDR PARI\ER

) No5 _
OOmmodm e Auth Umied States Nat Y, to Illr Pao Ler

U\*n:m) St \TE.. STBAM FRIGATE SD“QUEH&V‘IA -
: " Macao Roads, May 1, 1832

~Sir: «T have the honor to aoknoxvledwe the receipt of your letter

of the 29th ultimo, enclosing a copy of a dlspatch from Charles Wi,
‘Bradley, jr., esq., -acting Umted States consul at Amoy, in reference .
- to-a most bloody act of piracy committed on the 30th of March last,
by certain Chinese coolies, passengers on board the American shlp

¢Robert Bowne,” Captain Leslie Bryson, while on her passage from
Amoy to San Francisco, and earnestly. requestmo' that I will adopt
such prompt and cﬂicwnt ‘measures in the p1em1ses % s I shall deem'
- expedient. -
- ¢In reply, I becr to sa,y I rewret e\tlemely that bemw ordered by
the Navy Department to remain with this ship at this place or Hong
Kong, it is not in my power to go myself to attend fo this important
»-affau but I shall lose no time in dispatching the Umted States sloop
‘Saratoo'a to Amoy, with orders to communicate with our consul there,

and thence proceed with all possible expedition to the island on which

the pirates are said to have landed, for the purpose of capturing them
if possible, and bringing off our unfmtunate countryman, who it is-
~said has been deta.med amoncrst them Lo ® *ook Lk

Your obedient servant, - J. = AULTCK
. Commcmdmg U S’ Squadron, L’ast India and Clmm seas

L SN
M7 .Pm Ler to 17[7 C. W Bmdle Y, g1,
o LEGA.TIO\I OF THE U‘IITED STATEB,

_ S ' o Macao, May 1, 1852.

Sm ¢ ‘Referrmrr to your dispatch No 51, of the 22d u1t1mo, I have
much plea,suxe in 1nform&g you that Commodore John H. Aulick,
‘with characteristic promptness, will lose no time in dlspa,tchmo' the
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. United Sta,tes sloop Sara.too'a to Amoy with orders ,” &c —-(Vlde No 5,
‘ante.) * * * “You will please to furnish Captain VValker,
(.omm'lndmar United States sloop Saratoga, with all the information
in yeur power to, communicate, and to afford him such facilities as may
be practicable in- the way of an interpreter, and guides from among
the surviving crew of the unfortunate ‘Robert Bowne.’ '
You 1equest instructions or advice in reference to the disposal of the
vessel * *  * itis'the legal course, so, all things considered, it
_will be the most advantageous to gell the vessel at’ Amoy R R R
~In regard to.the dlsposa,l of the twenty-three pirates now in custody
‘of the Chinese authorities at Amoy,. you will, if not already done,
“proceed to take the deposmons of the survme‘ sailors of the ‘ Robert
Bowne,’ and communicate the same to this lecra,tlon , as evidence upon
which to proceed in its correspondeuce with the imperial commissioner-
relative to the final disposal of them. - If necessary, Captam Walker
“and his officers will aid you in this matter.
- ““The sentiments and. dispositions of the local authorltleq in refer--
ence to these pirates you will take measures to ascertain, and so far as.
you may arrive at them you will please communicate the same to me .
as early as possible, as a determination on their part to render impar-
tial justice to these enemies of all mankind, according to the laws of
China, will materially influence the course of this legation respecting
them. . They are unquestionably amenable to the laws of the United
- States.. As to the immediate disposal of any of the said pirates that
“may hereafter be captured, Commodoro Aulick w111 0'1ve the necessary

1instructions to Captain VValLer Xk ok |
Your obedle@tgservant o PDTER PARKER -

| _ No 7 ‘_
Mr Cunnmgham, Vwe C nsul Umted Slates, to Mr Parlm

UVITED STATES CONSULATE, o .

‘ | - Shanghai, April 27, 185‘7 '

Sm The Brxtlsh schooner “Nymph”‘arrlved this - afternoon at
“Woosung, bringing two sailors from the American vessel ¢ Robert
Bowne,” lost on her voyage from Amoy towards Calltorma, in  the
manner detailed ‘in- the followmcr letter, which I have just received.
from Captain Wilson, of the “Nymph and which I give verba,tlm,
-as containing all T know upon the subject. - .
¢ The followmrr statement was made to.me by two men. (John Smith
and Joseph Va,lentme) whom I picked up on.the 19th of April, in lati-
tude 221° north, lon«rltude 121° §' cast, dlstant from the south end of
Formoza ten miles, in the lor:g-boat of Shlp ¢Robert Bowne, of New
York. They sailed from Amoy about the 28th March, in the. said
ship, commanded by Captain Bryson; her crew consisted of eighteen,
mcludmg themselves ; she was bound to Cahf'orma, ‘with four hun-
.dred and ﬁfty Chma, coohes, after being* “out about ten days, the
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_rcoohes ros¢ and murder ed the. captam, clnef mate, and three of the
crew, and compelled one man to jump overboard ;. they afterwards or- -
dered the remainder of the crew to take the Shlp to Formoza ; they
sailed to the westward for three or four. days, and- then mad¢ two
islands, the names of which they did not know; they run the ship in
Hbetween the 1s}ands, in doing which she run on a reef of rocks and re-
_mamed there a tide ; after gettmcr off they anchored in deep water;
the coolies then obllo'ed the crew.to land them ; on the sccond day
~ they had succeeded in landm(r about three hundred of them, when they
“ lost one of their boats; they then got the lon«-boat out, but too late
to land any-more that mrrht the long-boat made so much water that
it was requ1s1te to keep two hands in her to bale her out during the
night ; it was the intention of the crew to have all made their escape
“in the long-boat during the night, and for that purpose were passing
- several articles into her, which e\mted the suspicions of the coolies and
prevented them from doing so; a great noise was heard on board im-
‘mediately afterwards, after wlnch they saw nothing more of their com-
panions, and suspect.they must’ either. have murdeled them or kept
‘them in close conﬁnement several of the crew were detmned on shore
by the coolies on landing ; at day-light in the morning these two men
cut from the ship and allowed her to drift to sea, but ﬁndm« she made
so much water they landed again and caulked the boat, ~and after.
getting some water and fowls from the natives, who were very civil to
“them, they put to sca, with the hope of 1each1n0' Amoy or some part -
of the coast of China, and were seven or eight da.) s in'the boat when
I fellin with them; I stove the boat and took what few things were in
her on board, viz: a spy glass, ensign, compass, four charts, “and some
gear belono*mo‘ to the boa.t The islands “here ‘they landed ave, I.
thinl-, the Madmcomma group; they extend in an eastnortheast and
' westsouthwest duectlon, about 120 miles, and are about the same
distance westsouthwest of the north end of F ormosa. - I went to the
“nearest of the group in hope of falling in with some of' the'crew and
- ship, but without success, and as the men did not exactly know where
they had landed, a thick nlo*ht coming on, and a great many reefs in
the neighborhood, I did not consxdcr mvself Justlﬁéd in remaining any
'lonwer, with a valuable car go under my charge. I do not thmk the
coohes have means of escaping from the 1slands unless in the shlp
' There being no vessel-of-war here. except her Britannic I\Iajestv s
-~ brig ¢ Contest ’’'not in condition for a cruise, and no vessel which.I
can emp]oy for the purpose, I cannot send to Formoza to look for the
remainder of the crew, and give you this early infor mation, as a vessel
~ from the south ‘may possxbly be in time to save the lives ‘of some of
them. I shall represent the case to her Britannic Majesty’s.consul at
“this port, and the **Contest’” may be dispatched on such an er rand of
“mercy, though hardly fit for sea. - The two men will appear before me -
to—monow and in due time I will forward thelr dcposmons ¥k X
: lour most humble servant, -
= EDW, CUN\TINGHAM - .
Acting Vice Consul United States qf America.



102  © SLAVE AND COOLIE TRADE.

. No_.' 8.
Mr Cunmngham, Actmg Vace Uonsztl thed Sz‘ates. to Ilfr Pa: ker |

- Uxtep States Coxst.. ATE,
Shanghai, April 28, 1852.

Sm Ref'eruncr to my dlspatch of yesterday, I now beg to hand you
_copies of the deposmons given before me by the two men, Valentine
and. Smith, survivors of the crew of the "American ship ¢ Robert
Bowne."”’ I have also to acquaint you of the intended immediate
departure of her Britannic Majesty’s brig ¢ Contest in search of the
vessel, and to ascertain if any of the crew remain alive on the island.
Her Britannic Majesty’s consul and the honorable Captain Spencer,
,commander of the ‘‘Contest,” met my request in the most friendly.
manner, and I trust the aid. thus promptly rendered will be so repre-
_sented to our government that I shall be empowered to return suitable
_ aanowled trments The “Contest’’ takes the two men to.ascertain the

10111' most obedlent selvant L
* EDW CUNN INGHAM,
Actm g I ice sz.sul Lmled States Q/ Ame; ica.

B No“.-g_.'- o

On the tw entv-cwhth day. of Apr 11 in the }em of our- Lom one
“thousand ecight hundred and ﬁftv-two, before me, Edward Cunning-
ham, actln«r vice consul of the United States of America for the poxt'
of ShanO‘hal, appeared Joseph Valentine, and being duly sworn de-
posed as follows That he was steward in ‘the Ametican sh1p ‘‘ Robert
owne,”” Captain Bryson, and that said ship sailed from Amoy
about March 20th, with a crew of nineteen men, including all hands,.
and about four hundred and ten Chinese ])&SSQII“‘OIS, bound for San .
Francisco; that the captain, in order to maintain cleanliness, cut off
“the tails of a great many of the coolies and obho-ed them to come on
‘deck and be washed all ‘over in cold water—the men scrubbing them
with cane brooms. The coolies evinced much concern at losmo' their
tails, many of them crying. They were well furnished with food and
water. On the tenth day out, while cutting up a c¢hicken at the galley
‘door, about-half past ninein the morning the deponent heard a shout
from the Chinamen, and looking 1ound saw a body of them rushing
aft armed with pieces of wood as clubs, and at the sanie time one from
behind seized him round the waist; with a small knife he held he cut
his wrist, and the coolie let go his Tiold and followed his compamons
'a.fterwards :
The deponent then went into the 0”a,lley mth the Chmese cook, and
‘both held the door to prevent the ingress of the coolies..
From a small window in the fr ont of the ualley he saw the murder
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of the ‘second mate, who was knocked down by blows on the head;
from ten to twelve men and some of the coolies having by that time
obtained boarding pikes, stabbed him. He was thrown overboard not -
quite dead, and, clinging.to a rope, was stabbed again with pikes till
he relinquished his hold. The coolies then forced the doors.of the-:
galley and stabbed at deponent with the pikes; notwithstanding the
“intercession of the cook. He succeeded in wresting a pike from them -
and drove them aft, one or two of the coolies falling by his thrusts.
He then jumped down tlie forecastle hatch, where they barricaded him .
in. In about an hour they called to him, through one of the Chinese
who spoke English, and told him to come up, promising not to hurt
him. He did so, and was led aft to the wheel, where Smith was also
Jbrought. “After stecering for an hour, deponent was taken into the
cabin and ordered, under pain of death, to show where the captain’s
valuables were ; he did so, but they got but little. The men were
aloft when deponent came on deck, whither they had retreated after
making an unavailing resistance. ‘The coolies told ‘the men if they
would come down and take them to land they would not hurt them.
The men did so, and they were all well treated while they were re-
turning.  Deponent was informed by the Chinese that the captain,
two officers, and three men had been killed. 'The coolies obliged de-
ponent to attend the wounded among themselves, of which there were
several ; ang they said eight of their number were killed in the fight
‘and thrown overboard. They quarrelled much among themselves:
‘about the divisions of the plunder. Land was made about the fourth
‘day after turning back ; and after hanging about it three days, trying -
‘to land, the coolies became uncasy and wanted the ship run ashore.
The steersman, in trying to pass to the westward side of the island,
run on a reef.  They then landed about gne hundred and fifty of the
~coolies. - The ship slipped off and was anchored in twenty fathoms,
but dragged into about sixty, where-she rode with one hundred
fathoms chain out. The next day they landed one hundred or one.
~hundred and fifty more; and the coolies wanted a part. of the crew to
-stay on shore, promising, when all were landed; to allow them to go
on board and take the ship to some port. Two of the men were on
shore, and not being allowed to get into the boat again, the remainder
pushed off and went on board. . They then got out the long-boat and
Loffered to.put the rest of the coolies on shore that night, but they
chose to wait till next day. The men then agreed to escape that
night in the long-boat. . The deponent, with Smith, got into her to
bale her out, leaving in the ship eight men, who passed in, from time
to time, various articles necessary for their voyage. After a while the
“coolies apparently discovered their proceedings, as there was a great
noise on deck, the Chinese running about with lanterns, and as they
saw and heard nothing more of their messmates, they concluded they
‘were either tied or murdered ; at daylight, therefore, they cut loose, -
‘drifted clear of the ship, and hoisted a sail. . In crossing a reef they
" stuck for an hour, which caused their boat to leak badly; so they went
“ashore on the other side of the same island on which the coolies were.
Here they were well treated by the natives, who brought them water,.
vegetables, and chickens, and set a watch over them at night. The&
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natives were dressed in long gowns, their hair done up in a bunch on .

.the top of the head, fastened with a pin, with a star in front. After

caulking their boat they launched her, made sail, and, on the eighth

day, were picked up by the Nymph. -~ = e
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of office,

. the day and year first above written. R

o AR - EDW. CUNNINGHAM, .

- Acting Vice Consul United States of America.
A truecopy. . o o |

o _ ~EDW. CUNNINGHAM, |

- Acting Vice Consul United States of America.

~ No. 10.

" .On this twenty-eighth day of April, in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, before me, Edward Cunning-
~“ham; acting vice consul for the United States for the port of Shanghai,

" appeared John Smith, and, being duly sworn, deposed as follows:
"That he was seaman on board the American ship Robert,Bowne, Cap-
tain Bryson, which vessel left Amoy, about the 20th of March, with
fourteen men before the mast, carpenter, steward, mate, and captain,
“no second mate, and a Chinese cook, and about 410 Chinese coolies as’
‘passengers. - After getting out; a man was taken from the forecastle
and made him second mate. Deponent makes the same statement as
Valentine concerning the treatment of the coolies. o
. On the morning of the outbreak it was_his watch below, and he was
‘washing himself on the forecastle, when he heard a shout from the
Chinamen and saw them rushing forward with belaying pins, board-
- ing pikes, carpenter’s tools, and pieces of wood. He immediately ran
_out on the jib-boom. The men in the forecastle came up at the noise,
~with four muskets which the mate had there; and discharging them
~at the coolies, afterwards charging with the bayonet. Deponent
thinks several were killed. But the coolies were too strong ; those -
~behind pressing on those in front, and the men were driven on to the -
jib-boom. From there they went to the masthead by the head stays.
Saw the murder of the man acting as second mate.. The coolies sent
the interpreter into the foretop to tell the men no harm should come
to them if they would descend .to the deck and work the ship. They
~went down, one by one, and as each reached the deck he was tied hand
~and foot and stowed away, either below or in the cabin. When
~wanted to steer one was brought out and untied, and the man relieved
was tied again, until the third or fourth day, when they were allowed
to be at liberty. The deponent was told by the headman, through the
interpreter, that he must take the ship to land, and he promised to
do what he could, though unacquainted with navigation. They made
‘the land, run aground, and anchored as stated in Valentine’s deposi- -
#tion. The coolies wished the c1::w to be left ashore, two at a time, as
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the boat br outrht them to land whlch they refused b‘e’in« doubtful of
~ the coolies’ mtentwus One man, a Kanacker, sta) ed on shore of his
own accord at the first or second visit of the boat, and was not seen
“again. The last time they went the coolies seized the pa,mter and
attempted to drag the boat up, when one of the men with a knife cut-
it, and they got off to the ship, with the exception of one man, who
) Jumped overboard in & fright and went on shore. The remaining
“coolies, some 100 to 150 allowed them to get out’ the long-boat, but
seemed disinclined to go ashore, and as the men began to suspect them
of a. design to murder them all, they determined to leave that night
in the lonw-boat The remalndel of deponent 8 statement agrees w 1th,
Valentme 5. : _
- In w1tness Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal of ofﬁce,
: the day and year ﬁrst above mutten o .
: . , - EDW. CUNNIXN GHA‘\I
Actmg Vice C’onsul Unzted Staies' ¢f Ame) lca;

LA true copy.
o P L : : T‘DW CUNNI’\*(:HA\I
- Actmg Vzce Consul Unzted States of Amerwa

No 1]
Jl[r Paﬂcer to Commodme Aulwl

LEGATIO\ OF THE UxrTED STA -\TEa,
Canton, May 17, 1852.

'Str: Herewith I have the honor to transmlt you a copy of two dis--
patches from Edward Cunningham, esq., United States vice consul,
Shanghai, of the 27th and 98th ultlmo, the latter Just received. The
former contains the gratifying intelligence of the rescue of two Amer-

‘ican sailors from the unfortunate Robert Bowne, picked up at sea some-

ten miles to the south of Formoza, by Captain Wilson of the British.
schooner Nymph “An extract of a letter from Captain Wilson is
also furnished.” From the dispatch of the 28th ultimo, it appears that.
‘ker Britannic Majesty’s brig Contest, honorable Captam Spencer, was_
expected to. proceed. 1mmed1ately “in search of the vessel, and to
ascertain if any of the crew remain alive upon the island; "’ the safe
arrival of the Robert Bowne at Amoy not being known at Shanghai
‘at that date, Copies of the depositions of the two sailors taken before
‘the United States vice-consul are also enclosed.

It is with extreme regret I learn that the rumored mJudlcmus treat-
ment of the coohes, by Capta,m Bryson is now sustained by duect tes-
t1mony

I-have the honor to rema.ln su', very respectfull), your obedlent'

‘ servant
: PETER PARKER
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o o ~ No. 12
Mr Antkon, Vice Consul to Tllr Paer

 UNITED STATES CONbUL us, o
S Hony Kong, May 19, 1852.
My DEaR Sir: Her' Majesty’s hrw ‘¢ Contest’” arrived last night,
and from the honorable Captain Spencer, her commander, I learn the
following: The ¢ Contest,”’ at the request of Mr,. Cunningham, left
Shantrhm to look for the pelpetxators of the outrage on boa,rd the
Ameucan ship ““Robert Bowne,”’ and to rescue, if poss1b1e, one of her
crew, said to have been left on the island where the coolies landed.
 The brig; as you are probably awme, had on board the two men
-plcked up at sca by the “Nymph.”" They first intended to make Ty-
ping-san, one of the Madgicosima group, intending to scour every
island. Owing, however, to the wind and current prevmhnv they had
to make Ra-tchung-san, which island was immediately 1eco<rn1zed by
the two Amerlcans on board as Dbeing the one upon which the coolies
landed. At a place on this island, called ¢ Port Haddington;”’ they.
found. Lier. Majesty’s brig ¢ Lily,”’ which vessel had left Amov on the
same errand as the ¢ Contest.”’ I think I am not mistaken that Cap-
_tain Spencer informed me that the ¢ Lily’’ had taken prisoners some
“thirty or forty of the coolies, perhaps not so great a number, the re-
mainder escaped over the hllls -and that the next ‘day the man who
was said to have been left belund craw led down from. the mountains
and was taken on board. - _
Captain Spencer offered the natlves to Lmd 100 men from the brws,‘
provldcd they svould give him shelter for his men in the evenings,
and he would then hunt down the remainder of the coolies. This re-
“quest not being complied with, and as to all appearances nothing fur-
ther could be done in the matter by her Majesty’s vessels, the 1escued
“mariner and the prisoners were put on board of the “Lllv which
left immediately for Amoy, and the. ¢ Contest’” sailed for fhis place.
Captain Spencer describes the islands as beirg very beautiful, and the
inhabitants civil and intelligent and apparently annoy ed at the la,nd-
-ing of the coolies from the & Robert Bowne.”” o
Velv lesl)ectfully, }oux obedient servant, . ' ' e
_ S HDNRY AI\THO\T Jn, B
. o Vzcc C’on.s'ul

| - No. 1“ _
JlIi Pailc; o Commodow Aulzcl )
LLG \TION OF THE U\ITED Srmaa,

Canton, May 2 ]802

 Smz: On the 17 th 1nstant I had the honor of tr ansmlt’rm« you coples
of digpatches from Edward Cunningham, esq., United States vice con-
sul, Shanghai, stating her Brltanmc '\Id‘]esty s brm ¢ Contest” Wwas ex-
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pected to proceecl nnmedlately to sea in sea.rch of the Amer:can seaman
of the “ Robert Bowne,”’ said to be detained by the Chinese coolies on
one of the Madgicosima group of islands, . I have now the pleasure:
of enclosing you a copy of a note from H. Anthon, jr., esq., United
States vice consul Hong Kong, informing this lewatlon of the arrival
at that port of the « Contest "’ reporting the rescue of the said scaman.
and the capture of thirty or forty of the piratical coolies. The report
of the honorable Captain Spencer confirms the opinion of Captain
Wilson of the “Nymph ’’ ¢¢that the coolies have no means of escaping
from the island,”” and it seems ver) 1mportant that they be pursued
and brought to Juetlce '

I have the honor to rcmam, sir, vely respectf'ully, your obe(henb

ser'»ant _ L ‘ - .
_ L - . , I?DTE_RPARI\.LRV

_ | "\Io 14 | |
]II?' Pmlc) tu Sir Jokn Bow) sz N T

LEGATIO\ or THE LNI'rnD St vrns .
Macao, MaJ 6, 1852,

Sm: I am 1nformed by C'har]es William Bradley, jr., esq., UnltecI,
States vice consul at Amoy, in a dispatch of the 22d ultino, apprising
‘this legation of the late catastrophe. of the United States merchant
vessel ¢¢ Robert Bowne,’’ whose master, officers, and four seamen were
put to death in a most cruel manner by her piratical passengers en
route to California, on the 30th March, that her British Majesty’s con-
sul at Amoy, Mr. Sullivan, ‘“had placed at lns disposal her Majesty’s
‘brig ¢Lily,” and- the honorable -company’s steamer ¢Semiramis,’
-and ordered them at once to proceed to sea to rescue the American
citizen now held prisoner by the cooiies, and to arrest as many of the
actms in this tragedy as possible, that they might be br ought to jus-
tice.”” Ina subscquent dispatch the consul states that these vessels
,proceeded on this important. service, but by stress of weather were
compelled to put back, one to Hong Kong and the other to Amoy. .

It were a der eliction of duty to permlt this friendly act to pass With-
out a formal acknowledgment. It iswith much pleasure recognized
as a fresh mamfestatlon of the good correspondence happily exlstlno'
between our respective gov ernments— a spirit of cordiality which only
‘requires a befitting occasion to call forth its exhibition.

“Allow me, uhroun'h your eéxcellency, to convey to her Majesty’ $ con-
sul and the commanders and men of her Majestv s brig ¢“ Lily”’ and
the honorable company’s steamer “‘Semiramis’’ an expression of due
appreciation of their friendly and praisew orthv offices, notwithstand-.
ing hat they were providentially abridged.

Wlth«- sentiments of distinguished consldemtlon I have the honor

‘to remain, sir, your etcellencv s very obedient servant
PETER PARKER
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No. 15 _
Szr John Bowmng to Mr Paa Ler

[NO 31.] . o SUPERINTE‘IDEVCY OF TRADE, '_ o
: . . Hong Kong, May 8, 1852, -

_ Smr: 1 have the honor to announce to you that I received, by the last
mail from Europe, her Britannic Majesty’s full power as her plenipo-
tentiary in Cliina, and a separate commlsswn as a supermtendent of
‘British trade in these regions. =

- It was a singular gratlﬁcatlon to me, among my earhest oilicial acts,
to commumcate ‘to Mr. Consul Sullivan my cordial approvai of his
conduct in rendering such assistance as he was able, in the melancholy
affair of the United States merchant vessel *‘Robert Bowne,’” and to
“inform him that every becoming act of courtesy and attention shown
“by her Britannic Majesty’s consular authorities, to the ships and citi-
‘zens of the United States, will be sure to ‘meet with all my sympathy
and sanction.. I shall always remember with pleasure the very
i‘rxendly character of my intercourse with yourself and the other au-
thorities of the United States while I was consul at Canton, and am
most happy thus officially to record my sense of much kindness, and
of ‘every conciliatory d1spos1t1on compatlble w1th the due dlschar"e of
your public duties..

‘T will take care to communicate to Mr. Consul Sulhvan and. throucrh
the commanding officer of her Majesty’s navy in these ‘seas, to the
officers and men of her Majesty’s ship ¢‘Lily,”” and the honora.ble
company’s steamer ¢‘Semiramis,”” the acknowledgments you are so
good as to- convey. - You will, perhaps, allow me to mention, for the
purpose of avoiding any mlsundcrsfandmg as to the extent of consular
authority, that the consuls have not the power ““of disposing of’’ or
‘“ordering’” the services of her Majesty’s ships, but merely of suggest-
l?x g and recommendmg a partlcular ochct to her Mapsty s naval au-
thorities. ‘

I have the honor to be, su', your most obedlent humblo ser vant
: : . ) JOHN BOWRIN G

Mr Paer to ﬂ[? Webstei{' S
[Extract] o

[No. 30.] S LEGATIO\I OF THE UMTrD STATES, .
B Canton, June 19, 1852.
Sm: Smce the date of my last dlspatch conveying -to the depart-
ment intelligence of the fate of the *“ Robert Bowne,’” the twenty-
three Chinese passengers, brought back in that vessel to Afoy, and
handcd over for safe keeping: to ‘the authorities of that port, by special
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request (v1de enclosures, Nos. 2, 5, 10, 14 )) ha,ve been brouO'bt to
Hong Kong by Commodore Aulick in the ¢ busquehanna : _

On the 8th instant, the ¢ Saratoga’’ returned to Hong Kong, ha,vmg
.succeeded in c'zpturma forty-six ‘more of the pirates, whlch, together
with twenty-three received from her Britannic Majesty’s sloop “¢ Lxly,”
sixty-nine in all, she has brought to that port, making an aggregate
of about one hundred e\cluswe of a. larwe number who have dled
from disease and other causes.

From the official report of Captam Sanderson of the “Lzly,
‘copy of which -has been obligingly furnished the legation by his et-
cellency Dr. Bowring, (No. 1,) it appears forty others had committed
‘suicide - upon Pa’ Zszmg San, and numbers had died of starvation,
““and some few were shot in trying to escape.”’ As intimated in _my
‘last dispatch might be the case, it has been decided to hand the crimi-
“nals over to the Chinese government to be tried and- pumshcd agree-
-‘a,bly to the laws of the Ta Tsing empire, (vide enclosures, Nos. ]5 17,
22, and 23,) and the Imperial bommlssmner Seu and ‘his Dxcellency
Pih, governor of Hoevan, have promptly and cheexfully acceded to
-the proposxtlon, (enclosures, Nos. 26 and 27.)

-1 respectfully and particularly request your attention to mv dis-
patch to Commodore Aulick; of the 5th instant, (No. 15,) in. which
you will find fully stated the view I have taken. of this case, in some
respects unprecedented in the history of piracies that have fallen
‘within the jurisdiction of the government of the United States, and
shall be happy to learn that the constr uctxon of the law there given
‘meets your sanction. .

" The reason which has dictated the proprlety of a prehmmary trlal‘
‘has been a reluctance to intrust to the justice of a-Chinese court any
‘of the ‘“ Robert- Bowne’’ passengers, who by the decision of a court of
inquiry shall be acquitted as innocent, lest for no other offence than:
that of leaving their country they mwht be subjected to pumshment
However, since the receipt of their excellenmes communication of the
'llth instant, I have less apprehension on that score.

From the depositions of the surviving seamen of the ¢ Robert
: Bowne,” taken at the United States consulates at 'Amoy and Shanghali, .
(No."12 and dispatch 29, enclosures Nos. 9 and 10,) the perpetra,tors‘
of such barbarities as were inflicted ‘upon - C&ptdln Bryson,. officers,.
and men, merit the extreme penalties of the. Chinese laws.

- Their etcellenmes, Seu and Pih, are in error in saying that ¢ what
is set forth-in my dispatch of the 14th instant (No. 26) 1s conforma.ble,
to treaty,”’ for the treaty does not contemplate such a case. . -

- The XXVI article simply relates. to acts. of piracy within the
waters over-which the Chinese government exercises jurisdiction; and,
should occasion requlre, I may deem it my duty to correct the mxs—
take.

' There are serious obJectlons to handmo over these crxmmals to a
Dritish court, and, sooner than consent. to it, I should urge the pro-
priety of scndmw the instigators and leaders in- the p1racy to the"
United States for trial, and hbemtlnv the rest. .

The legal difficulties in the way of their being tried and pumshed
by the Umted States government in China, the Chmese would not ap~
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precnate, and to hand the crmnnals over to the court at Honc' Kon'r
-would, in the Chinese mind, be derogatory to the governmcnt of the
‘Umted States, as appearing mcompetent to manage its own concerns.
- The prospect now is that ‘this will not be necessary, and that the
subject will speedily be disposed of, and I hope, at an early day, to.
inform you that the result is sat1sf'actory, that the laws lmve been
duly execcuted and the general good consulted.
‘Enclosures No. 1 to 30, 1nc1uswe, relate to the case ¢ Robert Bowne,

and for full details of all that has transpired respecting it the past
month I respectfully sohclt your ‘perusal of the same. * .

Your most obedlent serw ant
: . PDTER PARI&ER

JU\E 21, 180.: -

- P.S. —SIR Smce closing my dlspa,tch of the 19th Iam mformed _
by Commodore Aulick, that the court of i inquiry was held on the 16th
instant, and that seventeen Chinese have been found by said court
guilty, as among the principal actors in the ‘“Robert Bowne” tragedy,
whom the commodore will bring to ’Whampou thls day for dehvermcr

o the Chmese authorltles _ ' . . B

» IPET_ER PARKER_’._

[Ettract ]

Uaptam Sanderson to DMr. Sullwan Bmtzs]z Consul

HER MAJLSTY s SLoop ¢ LILY,”
, o o Amoy J, May 15, 1852

Qm - ' ‘ :

* % % % % On Saturday, the lst 1nstant passed round the
end of Ty-pin-san, and explored all the- easternmost group of the
Madgicosimahs, the navigation of which was most intricate, being
studded with reefs in all directions. On Sunday, the 2d, I stood
across to the south side of Pat-chung-san, and on Monday tried to
enter Port Providence, but found a reef extending from that island
almost to Kookien-san, and apparently no opening. I then passed
completely round Kookien-san and entered Port Haddington on
Tuesday morning, which was immediately recognized by the seamen
of the ‘“Robert Bowne as the place where they landed the Chinese
coolies from that ship. At noon the same day I left the ship with all
my small-arm men and marines, but found, on landing, the coolies
had left the house the islanders had built for them there, and had
moved round to the south point which forms that bay. * * * *
* % % The following morning I sent a boat on stigre for some of the
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‘ natlves to °‘u1de me, wewhed and proceeded towards the pomt On the
boat’s return from. the shore she brought three Chinese—one called -
¢¢California Joe,”’ the interpreter, and two coolies ; they had deserted
the camp and walked round abreast the ship. I arrived off the point
and anchored the ship about eight hundred yards from the habitation
of the coolies, which is built close down to the beach and formed of
‘wicker work and straw, two rows of long building with a detached .
cooking house. "I 1mmed;ately manned and armed boa.ts but before we
got them away I found the coolies were all decampmn‘ I ordered a
“few shot and shell to be fired*wide to try and turn them and pushed on
with the boats and followed them. They dispersed in all directions,
but I kept pretty close-on the track of the main body, (passing over
goods of all descriptions, chiefly mats, lanterns, ship’s canvas, Chlnese
‘ clothmg, &c.,) and captured thirteen, some few being shot in trying to
escape, After six hours’ march I halted on the side of a deep wood
-which “about a couple of hundred of the coolies penetrated, and it
being past sunset- * * * T returned and reached the ship. “* * *
Thursday, the 6th, her Britannic Majesty’s sloop ¢“Contest’’ arrived
from Shanghai, bringing the two men who had left the ship in the-
long boat. % * She also br ought a Chinese interpreter. Accom-
pamed by Captaln Spencer and his interpreter, wg landed and sent our
cards and a letter to the chiet of the island, requestmw an interview.
‘on the subject of a missing seaman of the ¢ Robert Bowne”’ and the
Chinese coolies. In the evening two officers of the second order arrived,
when T again- requested to see > the chief, who came on the followmﬂ'
morning, and I had a lengthened interview with him on the subject of
these coolies. . He e\pressed his wish to have them removed from the
island, as they were committing all sorts of depwdatmns and had taken
forcible possession .of the huts of the far ming people. He expressed
his inability to-do anything towards ridding the island of them, the
people being apparently afraid of them. At the close of this inter-
view 1ntelhvence arrived that some thirty or forty coolies were in the
nelcrhborhood upon which I started, accompamed by Captain Spencer,
Prince \Vllham, and our two gigs’ crews, hoping to be able to com-
municate with them through the inter preter, but, after walking several
miles, at sunset we had onlv succeeded in capturlno‘ five, the remainder
having retreated on our approach to the jungle. * *  * On Friday
morning the missing seaman crawled down to the heach and was taken
on board in a very reduced state. He had been detained by the coo-
lies, and had only escaped in the night. I had the day previous sent
~the interpreter, with some of the natwes, to the main body in the
~woods to persuade the coolies to come down to the ship, promising
them that they should not be ill used on board, and that I would use
my influence with the authorities at Amoy to spare their lives; but on
his return he reported that they refused to surrender. About forty
"had destroyed themselves by hanging and other means in. the wood,
and numbers had died of starvation. On the following day I sent one
of the coolies, who had been picked up only the previous evening, with
a similar message, but he returned saying none of them would come
R | left Port Haddington on Tuesday the 11th. *
1 have on board the three seamen  of the ¢ ‘Robert Bowne’” I tooL from
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- the port, as well as the two who were picked up in the boat,and the
- man who was left on the island, California Joe and twenty-two coo-
- lies, (one coolie died on board previous to our leaving ‘“Port Hadding-
‘ton,”” and one at sea on the 14th,) and the Chinese interpreter Captain
Spencer brought from Shanghai. I send -you a silver watch, said to
~have belonged to the mate of the ‘“ Robert Bowne,’’ and a belt of dol-
- lars given up to me by ‘“Joe,’’ as well as some few papers picked up on
~ shore, and my correspondence with the native chiefs, which may be
of interest; ‘also the deposition of one of the men picked up in the
~ boat, made before the acting vice consul for the United State of America
~at Shanghai. I trust I have accomplishied the principal portion of the
service L left this port on in having recovered the European scaman
who was left on the island, asceértained the fate of the two who left the
~ ship in the long-boat, as wcll as captured a few of the coolies who are
said to be some of the ringleaders, ~* * * * % . -
- I'have the honor, &c., 3 o N o
T .- . J. SANDERSON, Commander.
Atruecopy. © .- .~ - . FREDERICK HARVEY. =

_ N No. 2. - .
-~ Mr. Bradley to Mr. Parker.
-+ UxiTeDp STATES CONSULATE, -
. o _ ‘ _ Amoy, May 18, 1852,
" Sm: * * * T am glad that one of our men-of-war is bound to-
the island on which the Chinese pirates of the ‘‘ Robert Bowne’’ have
taken refuge. With reference to the twenty-one prisoners brought in -
by the ‘“Robert Bowne’’ and placed for safe keeping in the hands-of
_the Chinese civil authorities here, I have every reason to believe that if
they are not taken back by the United States authorities they will .
never be punished for the offences they have committed. The Amoy.
‘authorities have not power to punish capital offences; this is done at
the higher tribunal of Houchoufong, and if these prisoners were sent
to Touchou for trial, as they assuredly would be, if not at once libera-
ted, other criminals would be executed in their stead, without our
knowledge, and these pirates suffered to go at large, as having done
'nothing worse, in ultra Chinese opinion, than killed a few ¢ outside
barbarians.”’  In a word, I am satisfied that they will never be pun-
ished by the Chinese authorities. Yet the Hai Kong here, as the custo-
‘dian of them for our government, is, I believe, acting in good faith.
‘But he is anxious to turn them back to us. He is even importunate in
“his applications to me to take them off his hands. I cannot do this,
for I have no place in which to confine them, and no authority, with-
out your advice, to that extent. * * * * % - % Qp the 16th, -
these twenty-three prisoners, per “‘Lily,”” were transferred to the Uni-
ted States sloop ¢‘Saratoga’ at anchor here, where two more of them
died on the following day. - Others were sick and apparently dying, -



| SLAVE AND COOLIE TRADE. 118

whlle several of them were mere chlldren Captam WalLer thought ‘
as he was bound direct to the lslands, in obedience to his*instructions

~given by the commodore, that it would be best for me to apply to the-
Hal Hong here to receive these, w1th the others already in his posses-
sion, for the present. ‘

- This was a difficult matter, for the Hai Hon ; by beconnno the cus-.
-todian of our prisoners, has to some extent compromlsed himself offi-
cially, and in consequence thereof, is expecting to be transferred to a
less desirable post on the Islands of Formoza; nevertheless he consented
to receive the remaining eighteen, (Captam Walker having. taken .
~three with him to the 1sland) and keep them securely for us until
called for. In order to quiet the mind of the Hai Hong, and to ob-
' tain his assent to receive into his custody the pirates brought i by the
“¢Lily,” I have been compelled to assure him that in all probability
~one of our men-of-war would come up from Hong Kong in & few days
and take them off his hands. I really feel it to e my duty to repre-
sent to you, that in a measure we are bound to receive back the pris-
oners he has kept, and is keeping for us, at the ecarliest possible mo-
ment. If the steamer of our squadron could come to Amoy, as she
might in a few hours, and take them aw ay , it would promote the énds
: of ]ustzce in every vespect. . :
I intend to enclobe a statement of the whole aﬁ'alr, &c '

* * x * * ok ) *

Your obedlent ser\ant S
CHARLEQ VVM BRADLEY JR

No 3
Jll'/ B:adleJ to Mr. Pa:l.o

| UMTED STATEb CO\'SULATE, :
: Amoy, May 19, 1852.

Smr: ¥ * * Th'= Umted States sloop ‘‘Saratoga’’ hauled out
yesterday into the outer harbor, and sailed this morning hence to the
Madgicosima group. Captain Walker has been furmshed with all
the information in my power, * * the interpreter is to receive for
compensation one dollar a day from the time of sailing from this port
until he reaches Hong Kong, and a free passaoe to be prov1ded for to
Shanghai, which is his' place of residence. . .

I was obliged to request Captain W alker to take w ith him the 21
- Chinese plrates brought in here on the 15th instant, by her Majesty’s
‘brig ¢“Lily,”” as some mlsunderstandmg existed "between the Hai
Hong’s interpreter and mine the day previous to the hauling out of

the vessel. I sent again yesterday to request the Hai Hong to take
‘into his possession part of the 21 prisoners, representing at ‘the same
time that I would relieve him of them in three weeks. He answered
me that he had had so much *trouble with the hlgher authontles be-
- H. Ex. Doc. 105——8 -
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cause of tegzmo' over the men broucrht in. the “Robert Bowne,” that
_he could not'tuke any more without their consent. * * * * x
T furnished each of the prisoners with a suit of clothes, as. they Were m
a m1serab1e cond1t1on ' R S
" %* x EE TR S * *. *
Your obedxent serva.nt :
CHARLES WM. BRADLEY JR G o
Umted States Vwe Consz'l n clzarge

e Nk -
| C'ommodoae Aulzck to Mo Par Ler.

' U\'ITED Sm'ms Srmr:-rmc.rm SUSQUEHAN‘TAH o
: Macao Roads, May 20, 1352,

U oSmi I ha.ve the honor to acknowledcre recelpt of your dlspatch of'

- 17th May instant, ~ *

- The prompt and- magnammous conduct exlnblted by her MaJesty 8

“consul and the honorable Captain Spencer on this occasion entitles
them to our united and warmest thanks, which 1 feel assured you will
‘take pleasure in causing to_be conveyed to them through the. proper
channel and in the most suitable terms.

I have the honor to be, with h1gh re'zpect your obedient servant
' J. H. AULICK,

OOmmmzclm J U. S Squadron, East Indm and O'Iuna seas. |

No.' -6. o
| Mr Parker to Omnmodm eAulzck

LEGATION o TaE UNITED STATES, L
‘ : Canton, May 25, 1852,

Sm 1 ha.sten to transmit you herewrth copies of dispatches just Te-
.cerved from our consul at Amoy, relative to the pirates from the
¢ Robert Bowne,”” now in ‘custody of the Chmese author1t1es at that

ort. =
¥ In view of the exigencies of the case I am constra.med notmthstand—'
ing the orders of the Navy Department, stated in your dlspatch of the
‘1st instant, to request that the sevvices of the ¢‘Susquehanna’ may be
availed of speedlly to relieve the Hai Hong of Amoy of the embarrass- -
ment in which his friendly act has involved him with his superior offi-
cers, and td bring the Chinese prisoners now in his custody to this:
port, as suggested by the consu! in his dispatch of the’ 18th instant.
he vessel need be absent from her present anchorage but a very short .
Tlme, certamly not over one week Asno int orest of the public ger-
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vice can suffer by such a devmtmn from the instructions of the Navy
Department, which . surely did not contemplate such an emergency, -
and no motive prompts to the course but regard to the public g «nod it
appears to me that no reasonable e\ceptmn can be taken shou]d you,
‘on this special request, and in view of all the circumstances, assume the
responsibility of detailing the steamer for this purpose. Should - you
feel authorized and dlsposed to comply with this request, I suggest
that on the arrival of the prisoners at this port an inquiry be 1nst1tuted
‘into the question of their i innocence or guilt, and in the event of the
latter being clearly established, in conmnctlon with yourself, to decide
whether to hand them over to the i imperial commissioners for punish-
Thent, or send them to the United States, or if innocent to set them at
hberty By speedily taking these prisoners off the hands of the Hai
‘Hong and bringing them here T concur with Mr. Bradley, ¢ that the
ends of justice will be promoted in every respect,’”’ and further, an im-
‘portant service at the same time will be rendered the consul by thus
sustaining his influence with the local authorities of Amoy Wlth
sentxments of esteem and high consideration,
I have the honor to remzun , s1r, your very obedlent servant
. PETER PARKER

. Pari»er to 1L B;adley

LEGAnov OF THE UNITED ST»\TES, :
o N o o . Canton, May 28, 1852,
- Smr: * % > * Tam hourly expecting Commodore
‘Auhck s reply to my request, anticipating that either the *‘ Susque-
hanna’’ or the ¢“ Plymouth’’ will p1oceed on this service without de-
lay. I now write to acquaint you with the wishes of the legation that
~said prisoners be delivered over to such government vessel as the com-
‘modore may please to detail for the purpose, and that you convey, in
‘suitable terms, to the Hai Hong its sense of the fri iendly part he has
taken, and its regrets that the dlschal ge of so obvious a duty should
have involved him in any unpleasant consequences * ook -
Is there any foundation for the rumor ‘that the ‘Robert Bowne,
though ostensibly cleared for San Francisco, was bound to the Sand-
wich Islands, without the previous knowledge of the Chinese coolies?’’
I shall be obliged by any fact or infor mation in your possessmn which.
shall throw 110ht upon this deplorable subject.
I ha,ve the hon01 to remam, sir, your most ‘ohedient servant
. -+ PETER PARKER
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NO' l8'l l,
Mr. Parker.to His Excellency J. Bowring.

- LEGATION oF TE UNITED STATES,
: : Canion, May 28, 1832
E:xplesswns of comphment and tha.nks, e, &c ., of Mr. Parker

and Commodore Aulick to her Britannic MaJestv s civil and na,val offi-
'cers at Amoy and Shanvhal, &e. :

. N 0. 1] ‘
- 00mmodo1c Auhck to JlI? I’drker”

' UNITIJD STATES STEAM-FRIG ATE SUSQLEU AN\’A, o
Hong Kong, May 28, 1852,
Sm: I have the honor to ack*lowledve the receipt of your d1spa.tch
of the 25th instant, * * * * T have determined to assume
the responsibility of deviating in tlns instance from my orders from
the Navy Department, and will immediately proceed in this. ship for
Amoy, for the purpose of bringing here the ‘Chinese pir ztes of the
“* Robert Bowne,’” held in custody at that place. | .
T am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, .
- - J. H. AULICk -
(’ommandmg U. S S 1uad;on East Indca and Olmuz seas..

No. 13.
 Statement of seaimnen of the Robeﬂ Bow-}ze "

~ UNITED STATES CO\’%LATL, .
: S Amoy,. China, May 17, 1852,
" On the 14th da\ uf ‘\Ia\ , in the year of 1852, before me, C. W.
Bradley, jr., United States vicé consul, in charge, of the United States
‘of America, for the port.of Amoy, appeared John Sweeny, Francis
Jerome, William Pendexter, Thomas Davis, Charles H. Gilbreth,
‘Frederic Wiley, William Fry, Thomas Bremton, and Daniel Rich-
‘ardson ; and, being duly sworn, deposed as follows: That, on the
21st of ’\Iarch 18a the ship ¢ Robert Bowne,”” of New York left
“Amoy with 410 Chinese coolies; under the command of Leslie Brvson
‘nothing more than usual having taken place that ensuing week, every-
thing seemed to be going on in” good order ; the captam and most of
the hands were contmually Washmv clea,nmu and putting the coolies
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to rights ; but it seems the coolies got disaffected, whether it was

through the captain cutting off. their tails, (which he did in number
“about 200,) or the interpreter, Joe, telling them there was money on
board, we cannot presume to say ; but the interpreter acted a most vil-
lainous part towardsus, (the crew.) ‘Onr Tuesday, March the 31st, the
starboard watch had the morning’s watch “beYow, and, as usual, we
_were called at seven bells, got our breakfast, went on deck, and re-
.lieved the other watch ; the starboard watch then went about their
~several duties ; a man by the name of John Black relieved the wheel ;
a man by the name of Morrison (acting as second -mate) went down

below to work, taking along with him threc men, namely, John Hook,
Frederick Wiley, and a man by the name of Brown. Sweeney was
employed on deck along with the captain. - A man by the name of
Richards was working forward at carpenter’s work, (Richards was a
man belonging to the English barque ‘¢ Ellora,’’ and had stowed him-
self away on board of us beforc leaving Amoy.) William Fry was
'sent to sew some canvas on the collar of the main stay aschafing gear;

“Wiley found a belaying pin down below in one of the coolie’s. bags,
and ‘brought it upon deck and showed it to the captain, who told him
to ship it, and return to his work. ~One of the deponents states that
he was aloft, and the first thing that aroused his attention was a vio-
lent tumult on deck. He looked down on the port side by the main

hatchway, and saw the man Sweeney struggling with a great number
of coolies ; what it meant he could not tell ; they backed him against
‘the main hatchway, and down he fell below, when, presently, he saw.
the man Morrison make a rush on deck with his head and face all

over blood ; he then seized his marlinspike and made all the haste he
could down the main rigging to assist in restoring order; but, as he got
down nearly level with the fore-cabin, he was assailed by a host of coolies
that had got possession of the togs of the houses fore and aft; they
had broken tiles, bricks, glass, and every other sort of weapon they
could lay their hands upon. Some of the coolies sceing the deponent
likely to get uown, seized on a boat’s mast, or spar, that was on the

house, and' gave him a thrust in the breast that pushed him out of
the rigging ; he fell head downward, but recovered himself with all
the strength and speed he was master of, and began to ascend the rig-
ging again, with all dispatch, as his only chance of safety ; he fully.
perceived their intention was to shove him overboard, when they again
‘got the spar to bear against his-breast, and it was with considerable
difficulty, and not until he tore his clothes and the skin from his

breast, that he got-out of their reach, and got aloft as soon as he could.

- Deponent further states that he witnessed scenes which for cruelty
he never saw equalled. On the port side of the deck lay the captain,

stretched full length between the 1nain rigging and the fore paré of
the cabin, with his head and features covered with blood ; the coolies
had got hatchets, saws, pikes, and axes, chopping him up in such a
way that it would have made any man tremble with horror. = They
had also Morrison, (the second mate,) and were trying to kill him,

but he being a powerful man they could not accomplish it easily ; they
surrounded him and forced him over the side, when he got one arm
over the swinging boorm and the other hand hold of the fore sheet;
the coolies had got rice pounders, handspikes, boarding-pikes, and
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every thing they could get hold of, and were beating and pushing him
in every way possible, till he fell dead. -~ .~ -~
. The coolies kept around the forecastle in hopes of keeping some of
the sailors down, at the same time throwing down water, the carpen-
ter’s grindstone, anvil, and billets of wood, in hopes to keep them all
down; thus were these! Richards went down to give the alarm, and
was the first man to go up; he made aft on the port side, and was
forced up the mizen rigging along with Wiley. = Gilbreth. and Pen-
‘dexter came aft on the starboard side; Gilbreth lost his bayonet off
from his musket, and Pendexter lost his hatchet; the muskets that
‘the deponents had would not go off, and had no chance to defend
themselves. - Richardson was coming up out of the forecastle when
‘thie coolies hit him with a large wooden maul three times, cutting his-
head sceverely, his face and neck was covered with blood.  Hook had-
been injured very much, and bled freely; he could hardly get up,
being so weak. Bremton had no use of one of his hands, for it had
been swollen very badly with boils; he with several were forced out-
-on the bowsprit, and forced to go up the head stays; by this time the
man at the wheel had been killed and thrown overboard, and there
being no one down on deck to work the ship, the coolies began to get
frightened among themsclves. Bremton, Richardson, Jerome, Gil-
‘Jbreth, and Pendexter, were aloft forward. - Hook had got to the head
of the jib, and could get nodiigher until a rope was lowered down to -
him; he made it fast round his body, and was then hauled up. Fry
was alone in the maintop; the coolies seemed inclined to go after
him; and he thought it best to get along with the rest of the ship-
mates; so0 he went-down on the main royal stay into the foretopmast
cross-trees. = After which, the coolies began to make signs to us to
come down, but we did not dare trust them, so they began to fire at
us; but the guns fortunately woulg not go off. We remained aloft
some time. Hook was the first to go down on deck, when scme. of
the coolies wanted to throw him' overboard, but the cook prevented
them from so doing; he being Chinese, told the coolies that they
could never get the ship to any place whatever if they killed the crew;
after which, they began to beg of us to come. Richardson then went
‘down, and, as soon as he got down, Fry started to go, when the
coolies stopped him until he threw his knife overboard ; they then
took him to the interpreter, and ordered him to tell the rest of the-
crew to come down and work the ship, and - that. they would not hurt
them. After we had all got down, we looked around to sec how
many were missing.  'We found missing the captain, first mate, Mor-
rison, (acting sccond mate,) Black and Brown. . After we had got the
ship to rights, the coolies took us, bound our legs and arms, and put
‘us into the house on deck, with the exception of two men, who were.
to steer and look out for the ship. -~~~ o T
Richards, in the afternoon, either was pushed or jumped overboard,
as we nave never seen  him since ; the mate was killed in his cabin.
On Wednesday the coolivs brought us charts and nautical instruments,
and told us that we must take the ship to Formosa in four days, orelSe
they would kill us all ; we being no navigators, it alarmed us not a
little; we shaped our course for the island as near as we could.. They
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left Smith go aft to help look after the ship. Thursday a sail was
~seen by some of the men at a distance, the coolies fighting very much
‘among themselves, and we were kept in constant fear of our lives, as
~we did not know what minute they, the coolies, would fall upon us
and slaughter every man.. It come on to blow and. we were set at -
- liberty, and no one was again made fast; we shortened sail, and strict -
watch was kept over us. Friday made land, the coolies tolling the
bell and playing on their instruments ; - our interpreter would not tell-
- us what it meant; he took charge of the ship, and had a loaded re-
‘volver, which he kept in his hand. Found that the Chinese wanted
" to murder us, and that Joe, the interpreter, was one of them. The
“coolies thought the land to be Formosa, and would not allow us to
put the ship about until the Chinese had satisfied themselves ;. after
finding out their mistake we were ordered to put oiit for sea. Next
‘morning we discovered another island to the northward, which was
supposed to be Formosa ; we continued beating to windward all that
-day until the next night before we were well up to the island ; saw
- next morning small islands extending to the eastward. - The coolies
thought there might be a landing effected, so we hove the ship to, put
out one of our sampans—Richardson, our cook, and two coolies went
in her—but could not get a landing, as the surf ran high and reefs
~all around. The wind was blowing very hard; and we thought it best -
to run down to the south end of the land and beat up on the west side
of it, in hopes that we could find a good harbor in case it proved to
be Formosa. We continued working to the windward Monday and
Tuesday, and on Wednesday morning saw another island to the north-
ward and eastward, and a small bay in the south end of it. Stood in -
until we got 20 fathoms water, and then 7, and before the lead could
be cast again the ship took ground.  We then got our boat and sam-
“pan out, and commenced landing the coolies as fast as possible, we -
“think about one hundred that day, the coolies taking provisions and .
“everything that had a value on shore. We found the natives on the
island to be a kind race of people, they gave up their houses to the
coolies while they built places to live in. Next day, after getting the
ship off from the reef, we continuéd landing the coolies. Joe, the in-
“terpreter, wanted us to run the vessel on shore, as he said the governor
of the island wished to break her up; this we did not believe, and
would not do so. = The coolies.then took two of our men on shore ; the
rest of -us then got the long-boat out and partly filled her with pro-
visions, in case anything should happen we might take to her; the
-coolies remaining had armed themselves with swords, knives, &e.
Smith and Valentine volunteered to sleep in the boat and keep her
‘baled out until morning, but they hearing a noise on deck that took
place among the Chinese, and, as we supposed, became alarmed and
cut the rope, as we have never seen or heard of them since. Friday,-
continued landing the coolies ; we were all taken on shore except the -
carpenter ; they then tried to work the boat themselves, but they found -
they could not manage it. Saturday they took three men to work.
the boat for them, landed most of the coolies; some of us got on board
and found only, as we supposed, 15 or 20 coolies on board ; we in-.
formed the men on shore, and all got off with the exception of two. -
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'We then sllpped the cable and made sail on the shlp ; seeing two men
running towards the beach, sent a boat to them and got one, the other
was retamed by the coohes we filled away and stood out, steered that
night about northnorthwest light breeze. Next day fnund 23 coolies
on board, and the cook tuld us that they were plotting to kill us, so
we mustered all the arms we could find, called them aft and told them
‘we wanted them in the cabin ; we put 13 in double rope yarns then,
and in the course of the day got the 19 in and fastened, Leepma a
sentry over them untll we reached Amoy.
‘ ~ ROBERT BRE‘\ITO\ N
. CHARLES H. GILBRETH
~  WILLIAM PENDEXTER,
- WILLIAM FRY, -
. JOHN SWEDNEY 4
- .. FREDERIC VVILEY
- FRANCIS JEROME,
'DANIEL lRICHARDSON
: his
- ‘.THO’\IAS X DAVIS

: mark

The followmo is a true Copy of the ono-mal record 'in the books of
tlns consulate.

Attost: - CHAb Wu ‘BRADLEY, Jr.,
e Vice C’omul in chmge

True‘copy._ o
I I L PERLIRA

\o 14

| Contams only Sir John Bowun«r ] acknowledo-ment of dlspa.tch
requestmg him to tranemlt thanks &c and prommno* compnance

‘ \Io 15,
Commodore Aulw]c to ]|[7 Paﬂ;-e-}'

UNITED SIATES STE AM-FRIGATE SUSQUEHANNA, o
. Hong Kong, June 4, 1852.

My DEar Str: I hasten to inform you that I returned here to-day,
“twenty-ﬁve hours from Amoy, whence I brought and have now on
board twenty of the ‘“Robert Bowne’s’” pirates, and also the cook and
the two boys whom Mr. Bradley reported as having behaved friendly

towards the crew at the tlme of the murder and plun@ﬂr on board of
that ship. :
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Tt is desna,ble that some course should be adopted for the dlsposal
of these people with as little delay as possible, and I therefore beg
the favor of you to consult with Mr. Forbes on the subJect a.nd let.

~me hear from you at your earliest convenience. ' ‘

I am, W1tl1 great respect and 1e<*ard yours, very truly,
- . o | _JHAULICK

o ‘N‘o 16
' M Parler to C’ommodme Aulzck
B ‘. [Ettract] o -

LEoATIov or tiE UNITED Srmas, o
- Canton, June 5, 1852.

SIR I ha.ve the honor to be in recelpt of your note of yester-
day. * * * * Tloseno time in complymo Wlth the request with
whwh this note is accompamed ‘

The case, in some of its features, is a novel one, and, 50 far as I
‘am informed, has no precedent in the history of piracies that have
fallen under the Jurisdiction of the government of the United States.
It is a case in which a piracy has been committed on board of & United
States merchant vessel, not by its own ship’scompany, not by ancther
-vessel, but by certain persons, subJects of another: natlon, who were on
board of said vessel in the quality of passengers. :

Ry the statute law of the United States. enacted by Conwress Apnl
30, 1790, and the acts of March 3, 1819, and of January 30, 1823,
this case of piracy upon the high seas comes clearly under the €og-
nigance of the government of the United States» But in view of, all
the circumstances of the casc, the distance fror. the United States, the
large number of the pirates arrested, and hkely to be captured, the
want of a knowledge of their la,na'uaoe in any court of the United
States, and’ other difficulties in the way of their being sent thither
which might be specified, it appea,rs to me expedient and admissible,
having made due _investigations, to hand over so many as shall be
found guilty of piracy to the Chinese' government, to bé punished
conformably to the laws of China. What expedlency dictates in the
present instance I conceive is also justified by the law of natbons.—
(Wheaton, vide Law of Nations, page 177,) is in point: ‘“ Piracy under
the law of nations may be tried and punzaized in the courts of Justwe of
any nation by ‘whomsoever and wheresoever committed.”

The piracy committed on board the ¢ Robert Bowne’’ is clearly
piracy by the law of nations, and not piracy created by municipal
statute, which can only be tried by that State within whose territorial
jurisdiction and on-board whose vessel the offence was committed.
~ P, 8. Forbes, esq., United States consul at this port, is now at
Maca.o. but I have, previously to his leaving, ascertained that he concurs
in the course I have now suggested, and; if agreeable to you, will
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. chee;fully assist in the mvestlgatlon of -the plra,tes on board the
AN Susquehanna, ‘preliminary to those who are found guilty being
delivered over to the Chinese government, or, if so- determined, to
sending them to the United States. I shall therefore_request hlm, in
the event.of your-informing him that such is your des1re, to attend
at such time and place as you shall appoint, to gssist in the investi-

- gation of the Chinese prisoners now in: your custody. A copy of the
depositions of the surviving seamen of the ‘‘Robert Bowne,”’ taken
before the ‘United States vice consul at Amoy on the 17th ultimo,
i herewith énclosed. The depositions taken before the United States-

vice consul atShanghaion the 28th April are already in your possession.

‘On receiving from you the result of said official investigation, and
the statement of your concurrence in the expediency of delivering
~ over the guilty to this government, I shall, without delay, address
the imperial commissioner, and request his excellency to receive and
dispose of the same, a8 the 1nterests of ,]ustlce and the publlc good

‘demand.
I have the honor to remam, s1r, w1th great respect. your most

-obedlent servant, . . _
o ' o PETERPAB ER

~

f‘. . ., . Yo 17
| .M') Parker to Mr. Forbes

LEGA’I'IO‘I ‘OF THE UNITDD STATES,
Uanton, June 5, 1852.

N B. Merely recapltulates what is writen in; No 16 to Captain
Auhck ‘in respect to Mr. Forbes ass1stm0* in the mvebtwatlon, if re-
quested by Captam Auhck 4

No. 18
Commodme AulacL to ll[7 Pm ke;

U’\IITED ‘STATES STEAM—FRIG ATE SLeQLEIIANNA, .
- Hong Kong, June 7, 1852,

Sm I have the hon01 to acknowledge the 1ece1pt of your dlspatch--

of the 5th instant. * ‘
I concur in your sug gestlons in-reference to the manner of: -disposing

of these pirates. -But. as the principal of the cr iminals, as well as. the
most material witnesses in.the case, are now on board the ¢“Saratoga,’”
it will.be nécéssary to delay the investigation until, 1}1&1; return to tlus
port, which may be expected every day
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Immedaately on her arrival I W111 inform you of the fact, and re-
quest the assistance of Mr. Forbes in the investigation, which will be
held at such place as you and he may deem ‘most convenient and
suitable, : .

I a.m, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant

J. H. AULIOIx
O’ommcmdmg U.S. Squad) on, L’ast India, and China seas.

| ~No‘. 20.
M. B’fa'dley to Mr. Parker.
[Extra.ct 1 |

U\ITED STATES CO\'Q[ LATE.
Amoy, June 4, 1852.

_ SIR - % x * % Besides these prisoners, I placed on
board the government vessel (Susquehanna) three very important wit-
nesses, viz: the Chinese cook and two coolies, who were on board of

“the ““Robert Bowne’’ at the time of the murder, and are considered
innocent, and who saved. the lives of the crew several times, besides
rendermsr very 1mportant services in bringing the ship back to this

port. *7 4 * T can assure.you, sir, of Captain Bryson’s
intention to proceed direct to San Francisco with these coohes, and-
not to the Sandwich islands, as rumored.

I remain, sir, Wlth the highest respect, your obedient serv ant,
CHABLES WM. BRADLEY JR B

- No. 22. . ,
. Commodore Aulick to Mf Parlm

U~ITED Sv ATES STEAM-FRIGATE SUSQUEHANNA,
- Hong Kong, June 8, 1852,

My DEAR Sir: The ¢ Saratova arrived this morning, bringing with
her sixty-nine of the ¢Robert Bowne’’ pirates, twenty 'three of whom-
were received by her from the “L1ly,” the othe1 forty-su: captured on
the island by the ¢“Saratoga.””

- I beg that you and Mr. Forbes will consult together as to thebest
mode of disposing of them, and write me on the subJect at your ear-
: hest convenience.

I'have just returned on board from a visit to the. governo1 and Dr.
Bowring, and from the informal conversation I -have had with them
on this subject, I ani’inclined to believe that if wg should ‘have a pre-
liminary examination and select. the principal*actors in- the tragedy,
and are able to make out a case of piracy under the law of nations
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againgt them, the authorities of Hong Kong will not hemtate, ona
formal application from us to receive, try, and punish the guilty. '

'The preliminary examination can be held at this place; Cumsing--
moon, or Whampoa, whichever of these places you,and Mr. Forbes
may deem most proper. ~

But should you deem it best to hand over the nngleaders for trial
here, I think it would be best to have the preliminary examlnatlon
take place_ at this port, and the sooner the better _ A

I write in great haste to save this evening’s mml

Very respectfully and truly yours, - :

: J. H AULICK

_ | - No. 28.
L Mr Parker to C ommodore Aulzck

LEecaTION OF THE UNITED STATES S
Canton, June 9, 1852

Str: ¥ &k ¥ ko I have only time to repl to the
main subJect of your dlSpatch, the disposal of the said crimin s.

The views contained in my communication of the 5th instant I see
no reasofs for modifying, and, granting those found guilty of pirdcy
are not‘to be sent to the “United States , there seems a special propriety
in handing them over to the Chinese government, to be tried and pun-
ished according to the laws of China. It appears to me that-Wham-

. poa, all things' considered, will be the best place for the preliminary
investigation, where it will be convenient to transfer the guilty to
their own government. In each of the above views our consul, P. S.
Forbes, esq., with whom;, agreeably to your request, I have now con-
ferred, fully concurs. He has expressed his willingness, however, to
assist in the prehmmary 1nvest1ga.tlon at Hong Kong, should you pre=-
fer that port for the purpose. "

In the event of the Chinese government declining to receive these
criminals, it may be deemed expedient to avail ourselves of the highly
friendly offices of. her Britannic. MaJesty s government at Hong Kong,
to which you allude.

I rema,m sir, w1th n'reat respect, your most obedient servant,

- PETER PARKER

- «

‘ No. 28.
My, I’arker fo Seu Imp, high commissioner.
LEGATION or THE UNITED STATSS,

" Canton, June 14, 185'2L

- SIR: The undersxgned chargé d’affairés ad ipterim of the;United
States of Amenca, to Chma, has to inform your excellency of a nost_
atrocious act of piracy, committed upon the high seas and away from
China, on board an American merchant vessel, by subjects of China.
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- The United States merchant vessel ¢“Robert Bowne,”” Captain Bry- |
son, sailed from Amoy on the 21st of March last, having on board
several hundred Chinese passengers bound for San Francisco. . When
‘nine days out from Amoy, said Chinese passengers rose, and, with
vicious hearts, killed the captain, first and second officers, and four
seamen, took command of the vessel, and compelled the remainder of
her crew, under threats of death, to take the vessel to an island, where -
they plundered her, and all but about twenty of:the.Chinese landed.
Afterwards the surviving seamen succeeded in binding the remaining
‘Chinese, slipped the cable, and brought the vessel into Amoy. _

~ Foreign men of war immediately proceeded to the island, and have
succeeded in capturing several tens of the pirates. _

This act of piracy cccurring on board an American vessel, and upon
‘the high seas, the pirates, no-matter to what nation they belong, are
amenable to the laws of the United,States; but, in the present in
stance, the undersigred, Commodore Aulick, commandipg the naval
forces of the United States in the China seas, concurring, is.willing to
waive this right and to deliver over to your excellency the principal
offenders to be tried and punished according to the laws of China.
He therefore, as behoves him, addresses your excellency, and requests
to be informed whether your excellency will receive said criminals and -
‘try and, punish them according to the laws of China? . '
. .On receipt of your excellency’s reply, expressing it to be your plea-
sure to receive. these criminals, the undersigned will communicate
with your excellency again, furnishing fuli details of the revolting
catastrophe; as evidence upon which to proceed in the trial and pun-
ishment. Said criminals are now in custody of Commodore Aulick,
and as‘it is inconyenient-for them long to remain on board a man-of-
war, the undersigned requests an early reply, in order that they may -
immediately be delivered over to your excellency’s court. = - - .
'The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to renew to
your excellency the assurance of his high considération, and has the
honor to remain, sir; your excellency’s most obedient servant,- =~ .

' <« : PETER PARKER.

L

————————

No 29 |

. Seu Kwang Tsin, hereditary lord, of the first grade, governor
general of the Two Kwang provinces, ex officio a president of the
board of war, minister and commissioner of the Ta Tsing empire,
and Pih Knei, by imperial appomtment a vice president of the board
of war, lieutenant governor: of Honan and detained (at Canton) to
superintend the seals, have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of
the honorable vice commissioner’s dispatch, of the 14th instant, from
which we understand- that: passengers, subjects of China, on board a
,mercl;ant vessel belonging to his honorable nation, have killed her
captain, officers, and seamen, and on perusing it we.were shocked
exceedingly. ’ - .
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 Seeing, of those remaining on board the vessel, and of others who
had landed, several tens have been arrested, it is manifestly right that
they be sent to China to be dealt with according to law, and that
‘which the dispatch sets forth is conformable to the treaty, and suffi-
ciently evinces the honorable vice commissioner 'possesses a clear
perception, and lucidly discriminates affairs, and we the minister and
lieutenant governor are exceedingly delighted and gratified. We
wait the delivering ‘up of thesaid criminals, when we will instantly
institute a-{rial of each separately and punish them, with a hope that
there may be-no tendency,.on the one hand to punish the innocent, or
on the other to connive at the guilty. _ o

As requisite we make this communication, and avail ourselves-of the
occasion to present the compliments of the season, &c. | ‘

The foregoing communication is addressed to Peter Parker, minister*
-and commissioner of the United States of America to China. ~

HERN TAaNe, 2nd yéar 4th month 30th day, (June 17, 1852.)

- No. 30 N
] 11Ir._f'arké9‘ ?ol Commodore Aulick.

LEeeaTioN oF THE UNITED STATES,

o E s N Canton, June 17, 1856. .
. Sm: I hasten to inform you that I have this day received the joint
ply of the Impérial Commissioner Sew and his Excellency Pih, lieu-
tenant-governor of Honan, to my dispatch of the 14th instant, rela-
tive to delivering over to the Chinese government the principal actors
in the ¢ Robert ne’’ tragedy. ' - : S

I am happy to inforth you that their excellencies seem well pleased-
with the proposition, and will receive the offenders, and, immediately
on their being delivered over; institute a clear investigation and man-
agement of the case. The early departure of the steamer *. *  pre-
vents my sénding you a translation of their. reply, * * .* “the
way now seems clear for carrying out your purpose of proceeding
to Whampoa, and there instituting the preliminary trial. _

On being informed of the time and place of said trial, I am desir-
ous of communicating with you again, prior to that investigation, and
shall be glad, should it compert with your plans, if the organization
-of the court of inquiry be deferred till after the mail closes here,
which will be on the 21st instant. = = -

. In order to the completeness of the archives; as respects the case of
the ‘“Robert Bowne,’” I shall esteem it a favor if you will furnish the

*N.B.Itis a rule with the Chinesé to adopf the s{;ﬁe tiﬂe in replying to a foreign officer
as the one claimed by him in his dispatch, in the present instance there is a.departure from

that rule _ . .
: : P. BARKER, Tronslator.
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legatlon, by return. post, w1th a copy of the report of the ¢¢Sara-
toga’s”’ late voyage to Amoy and Magicosima. ~ °
T have the honor to 1ema1n, sir, w 1th high respect, your very obe-

dlent servant
PETER PARKER

No. 31. |
A, Pa;Ler to- OOmmodow Aulzck

LEGATIO\I oF THE UNITED STATES,
Ca anton, June 18, 1852..

Sm: .* % * * You wxll observe my communication of
the 14th instant is acknowledgecl by his excdlency Pih, in his own
~name and that of Seu, the imperial commissioners, and is a stralo'ht
forward acceptance of . our proposition. '
From my personal acquaintance with his etcellency P1h I have no
- reason to doubt that what is promlsed in their excellencws reply W111
be fulfilled in good faith.

I am, s1r, very truly, your obedlent servant,
. | PETER PARKER

My, Pa; ker to Mv Webster
[Extract S

[No. 31 ] LEGATION OF THE Ustim SraTss,
' ‘ Canton,.July 20, 1852.

St In my last dlspa.tch the hope was’ expressed that the case of
the Robert Bowne would be speedily and satisfactorily settled:

This expectation was based upon the apparent c¢ordiality and
straight-forwardness with which their excellencies, Seu and Pih, in
theéir communication of the 17th ultimo, acceded to the proposxtlon to
receive and try the pirates by the laws of China.

You will easily conceive my surprize on receiving their excellencles
dispatch of the 9th instant,-(enclosure No. 11,) to discover a most fla-
grant breach of good faith on their part. The sworn testimony.of
eye witnesses to the murder and p1racy that had been furnished them,_
as taken before the court of inquiry, had ‘been set aside, and the évi-
dence of the seventeen ‘pirates adopted, and they accordingly pro-
nounced innocent, and Captain Bryson censured as ¢ tyrannical, be-
yond doubt.”’ Agamst this course I have. remonstrated in my dis-
- patch of the 12th instant, (enclosure No. 12,) and shall use my firm
endeavors to obtain from the ‘Chinese the fulfillment of their pledge
when they consented to receive such pirates, . A week has now elapsed
since the date of that dispatch, and t%ough an answer has been called
for, (No. 16,) as yet none has been received. I have now the honor to
transmit you the correspondence relating to this case, (enclosures Nos.
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1 to 16,) reserving: the comments I w1sh to make for another oppor-
' tumty o N 3
) % % % . * LT * %

The salvage clalmed by the survmng crew of the Robert Bowne
has been decided by the method adopted by underwriters, commercial
houses, and ship owners, viz: by arbitration; P. 8. Forbes, esq.;"
United States consul, acting on the part of the government and the
estate of Captain Bryson, and John Heard, esq., on that of the salvers,
They have awarded the éalvers one-fourth of the proceeds of saxd ves-
sel, (vxde enclosures No. 22 to 36 mclus*lve D ) :

% %k Co% *

~Thave the honor to_remain, ) s1r, }our most obedient servant, -
-PETER PARKER

| No. 1.
Commedoré‘ Auh‘ck o M Parke}'.
[Extract ] .

UNITED STATES STFAM-FRI(:ATE St sQUEHANNA, |
: Hong Hong, June 19, 1852.

Sm: * *x x] bev to inform you that Mr: P. S. Forbes,
| Umted States consul, at- my request organized a court of inquiry on
board of this ship, on the 16th instant, composed of himself, Com-
mander Walker, of the Saratoga, and Mr. G- R. Barry, purser of this
ship. - They have made a full and clear preliminary investigation; hav-
ing taken the testimony of the seamen of the ship on oath, and that
of the Chinese ¢ook and boys, who showed a friendly d1spos1t1on to the
crew; according to China custom. .=

- I enclose herewith a copy of the report of the court, ‘with a hst (sev-

enteen in number) of those who, it appears, were among the principal
actors in the Robert Bowne tragedy. These I shall either send, or
take in this ship, to Whampoa, probably on Monday next, to be "de-
livered over to the Chinese authorities. The others; seventv-one,l '
‘against whom no evidence of guilt appears, and who it seems probable
were mere passive observers of the bloody scene, we are bound to con-
sider innocent, and most of them being in a sickly and wretched con-
dition, a sense of justice as well as humanity requires that they should
be sent back to Amoy, whence they were taken, as recommended by |
the consular court. I intend, therefore,to dispatch the Sara,tova. w1th
them in a day or two, to set them at; hberty there..

Agreeably to.your request, I send you enclosed. copies of Comman-
der Walker’s reports of thelate cruise.of the Saratoga to Amoy and -

the Magicosima islands in pursuit of the pirates. -
\[ am, s1r, vely respectfully, your obedient servant,
- J. H. AULICK
- C’mnmcmdmg United Stutes Squadron, :
. ‘ East India and China seas.
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No 2

Mr Forbes, Umfeol States C’onsul cmd C’apfam Wallcer, Umieo’ States
- Ship Sardtoga, Mr. Bariy,. Umteal States ;S'tecm fngate Swsgue-
hwrma, to Comnwdore J E Aulwk o )

B Umrm) Smm» STEM:-FRIGATE SUSQUEHA‘INA, e

,4-,*'.»- IR ... .Hong Kong, June 17, 1852.
~SIR:. In compha.nce w1th the request contained in your communica-

,'tlon of -the 14th instant, I have convened a court; consisting of my-

‘self, Commander Wllham S.: Walker,. of'the Umted Stales shm Sara--
toga., and Purser Garrett R. Barry, of the United States steam-fngate :

' Susquehanna, whicl court baving investigated “the matter .of the

“murder -and piracy committed on board the shlp ‘¢ Robert Bowne,”.

~of New York repert the following result of their investigation: .

*. - The court. make it-part-of their- statemem tha‘
they commenced the mvestxgatlou with strong prejudices a.fra,mst tne
Chinaman known “as California Joe, derived from reports in circuia~
tion against him; ‘but that the tendency of -the testlmony is to acquit:

-‘hlm of/all’ partlclpatxon in the murder and mutiny, and to account

"‘very naturally for the part ‘he subsequently acted, a.n(‘ which, in the

animous’ opinion “of the court, was. compulsory, as_he was the onlv

“means of communication between the mutineérs-and crew, :

. 'We annex the: ‘testimony ag taken before the court, and also, a lxst

.of the coolies who were identified as among the. iprmcl pal actors in the

“piracy snd murder, and who in the Judgment of the court are guilty;

_these we tecommend to be delivered .over to the Chinese authorities.

- 'We have not been able to find sufficient evidence against.the remain-

der of the prisoners to -justify their further detentmn, dnd we recom- -

_mend that they be delivered (a large portlon of them are ‘boys and

‘miserable. invalids)-and sent back to Amoy.- - - < .
We are respectfully, lu', your obedient servants, e 1 }
: S .~ -~ 'P. 8. FORBES, ST

S e T e "._7; . Consub U. 8. A Canton '

e T = WM :S. WALKER B}

P I ?.-’ Commander U..S. ship. Saratoga .

LT o B GARRETT R. BARRY;:

A 'Purser U S “steam;, ﬂzgate Susquekanna. Do

-
L

e ..».:~ A VANDENHEUVIL
a vl C’aptam § 0lerk'~ =

. B Ex, Do 15—
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UNTTED STATES STEAM-FRIGATE SUSQUEHANNA, -

' Hong Kong, June 17, 1852.

Lwt of the coolze& zdent@ﬁed as among the principal actors in the pzracy
and murder committed on board the ship ‘¢ Robert Bowne, ”’- and who, in
the ,;udgment of the court, are guzlty , -

Jantlcklu, o - Weikee,
Lohwoo, T ' ~ Chew-woo,
Jiyunghae, . . Jansoo,
Lohokan, =~ . o .. Chewkee,
Chankent, , Quatunhoo,
Chmgkoo, o - Limhaw;
- Sechie, ' - Khoten, .
Ungkaw, Guichee. * . Tanlai, '
S P. S. FORBES

U. S. 00nsul Canton
- W.'S. WALKER, '

C’omhzander U. 8. Ship “Samfoga
, "GARRETT R BARRY,
s Purser U. 8. steam-frigate Susquehanna
A true copy.” - LA VAHDENHEUVIL,
R - - Captam 8 C'lerk

A No. 6.
- - Mr Parker to. the Clinese Commzsszoners

LEGATION oF E UNITED STATFS, -
Canton, June 22, 1852.

SIRs ‘The unders1gned chargé d’affaires ad interim of the United
States of America to China, has the honor to inform your excellencies
that Commodore Aulick, commanding: the United States naval forces
in the east, arrived at Whampoa. yesterday, having on board the flag-
ship “Susquehanna -geventeen of the Chinese passengers who, by a
court of inquiry consisting of different officers, held on board the said
ﬂag-shlp on the 16th and 17th instant, were convicted as principals in
the piracy committed on board the Umted States merchant- vessel
¢““Robert Bowne.’” .

The testimony of the surviving Amencan seamen, and.several Chi-
nese passengers who took no- part in the affair, will require some days
to tra,nslate, wheén it will be duly forwarded. In the meantime the
undersigned addresses your excellencies, and requests that proper offi-
_cers_be d eputed to receive said criminals from on board the ‘‘Susque-
hanna, and to take them to the provincial city to be kept in custody,
that on the receipt of the testimony they may be tried and punished
agreeably to the law of China, as is most expedient and just. = -
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~ The undersigned avails himself of the occasion to present your ex-
cellencies the compliments of the season, and has the honor to remain,
sirs, your excellencies’ most obedient servant, I
T . - . PETER PARKER.

-

No. 10. .
Mr. Parker to the Chinese Commissioners.

- . LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, =
\ . ‘ C - Canton, July 8, 1852.
Strs: The undersigned, chargé d’affaires ad nterim of the United
:States of America to China, had the honor on the 20th ultimo to ad-
_ dress your excellencies relative to the seventeen pirates who murdered
Captain.Bryson, first and second officers, and three seamen, of the
United States merchantman ‘¢ Robert Bowne,”” which vessel they took
_and plundered. . ‘ L I o
. In that dispatch the undersigned forwarded the translations of the-
“testimony of six of the surviving seamen and four Chinese, and re--
quested your excellencies, when the case wrs finally disposed of, to
inform him of the result. - S
~ Since that-date a petiod of half a month has elapsed, but no. infor--
‘mation regarding the case has been received. T .
The undersigned must make a report of this case to his government
by the outgoing mail of this month. He therefore addresses your
-excellencies and especially requests an early reply, informing him of
the management of the said seventeen pirates, that he may report the
sarge. to the government of the United States, as is most expedient
and. just. : : : o Lo e
The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to renew to your
excellencies the assurance of his high regard, and has the honor to
remain, eirs, your excellencies’ obedient servant, =

- [No signatui'e.]

. NoIL ‘
Hee Fu, 3d year 2d month 22d day, (July 9, 1852.)

Seu, hereditary lord of the first grade, governor general of the two
Kwang provinces, ez gfficio a president of the board of war, minister .
and commissioner of Ta Tsing empire, and Pih, by imperial ap-:
pointment a vice president of the board of war, governor of Hénan,
retained (at Canton) in the charge of ‘the seals, have the honor to:
acknowledge the receipt of the honorable vice commissioner’s dispatch :
of the 6th instant, which we have perused and fully understood.
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" 'We have exa,mmed the cagse of piracy on board the merchantman
~ ““Robert Bowne,’’ and we, the minister and lieutenant governor, have

made thorough inquiry, and find it to be the style of thing called
buying pigs, and is a subject which we, the minister and lleutcnant
governor, have heretofore thoroughly understood, and it is unneces-
sary to multiply discussion upon‘it. .

'Aniong the seventeen culprits Chin-tih-le (Tantakle) and .others
delivered us on & former occasion, was one Loo-too-gan slightly ac-
quainted with’Yhe Cour dialect, and we recently received a leport of
their testimony from the prefect who examined them under torture,
- and this is arranged in order like a diagram, and seems credible, and

very remote from the facts stated in your dispatch. Moreover, in the
testimony appended to.your dispatch of the 24th ultimo, there was
the testimony of one Gilbreth that about two hundred Chinese had
their tails cut off, and in the testimony of Wiley that there were
‘Chinese whose tails had produced insects, (vermin,) and therefore
they cut them off, &c., which is still more ludicrous. ~We have never
-geen a Chinese, who on account of vermin, cut off his tail; moreover,
by the established laws of China, to cut off the tail is the same as to
cut off the head, and thus it is marifest the said captain was tyranni-
cal beyond doubt; and-we now enclose the testimony of each of the
ccriminals for your perusal, and certainly you must at once perceive
‘this to be the case, (viz: that the captain was tyrannical.) The honor-
able vice commissioner has hitherto been commended.for intelligence,
-and delight in doing virtuous deeds, and we accordingly- endéavor to
consider that these seventecen men are without any one in the slightest
degree to confront them, and without the slightest evidence arramst
- them ; and secing they have been cr uelly tlcated and, still more, . have*
been emmlned under torture, and being. mnocent is it reasonablc to
force them to acknowledge they are wunltv" Appe%lmo‘ to the heart-
can we test satisfied in so deing? THe said criminals are natives of
the province of Fuh Kein, and at Canton there is no man to confront
them. We have only on the one hand to return them to their native
place, and deliver them over to the local authorities of said place for
~clear investigation, and on the other hand to search for and arrest
each of those who are testified to be the head swindlers, and rigorously
to manage them, which will answer. Asrequisite we make this reply,
and avail ourselves of the occasion to present. our compliments and
-regards, &c. Appended is a copy of the testimony.
~ The foregoing communication is addressed—toPeter Parker, charge
d’affiires ad inferim of the United States of America to China.. .

It appears that Loo Fuh Gan testified as follows: I belong to the
district of Yung Sing, in the province of Tuh Keen; age, 21. Hith-
erto I was resuled at Amoy, as a cook in the custom-house ‘and on
the 9th March, of the present year, an arch swindler, whom I had
formerly known, Tsang Akwie, recommended me to the American
ship as g hired laborer; “and it was agreed that I should have four dol-
lars per “rnonth. Now Chin-tickle and others, who together have been
brought to court, have all-been, first and Iast recommended, by arch _
swindlers to the shlp, where we were confiried in the lower hold of the -
ship, in all four hundred a.nd seventy-ﬁve men. .
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" The Americans appomted me, and three.others belonvmg to ship,
‘whose names and surnames were unknown to me, cooks. In the shlp 8
hold there was nothing but fuel, rice, and candles. After embarking,
the Americans gave to-each of the men in the hold a written agree-
ment, selling themselves, and if they did not sign (receive) it they
were ﬁogged Then it was I, with all the rest, bevan -to understand
that we had been deceived by the arch swmdlers, and had no alterna-
tive but to be forced to sign the agreement.. Subscquently, on ar-
riving at the offing of Loo Choo, the . Americans, of a sudden, took us,
one by one, on .deck, and cut off our tails. Among us there were
some ten and more men lying down sick and unable to move, and at
‘this time they either beat them to death or threw them into the sea ;
and we seeing this, became terrified, and raised a great clamor and
commotion ; and the captain became greatly alarmed and dove into
the water and. fled, and the sailors ascended aloft to avoid harm ; and
I, with all the rest being unaccustomed to navigation, called and
ordered each of the men aloft to come down and take the ship to an
island, where we landed and concealed ourselves upon the island.
The Lew Chooans examined us and inquired the circumstances of our
visit; and I and the rest of the men falsely said the ship was leaking
and had come there to repair. The Lew Chooans daily gave us rice
to eat. We did not think the island was surrounded on its four sides
by the sea, and that there was no way to escape.

Ten days aiid more having elapsed, the. Americans who had re-
turned brought a man-of—war, which sailed along the island and
opened her cannon upon us, and, amid thunder of the cannon, three
or four hundred were killed ; and with Chin-tik-le, and others whose
names are unknown to me, altogether seventy and more men, behold-
ing this slaughter, were terrified and dared not conceal ourselves, and
were imprisoned down in the original ship, (‘ Robert Bowne,’’) which
returned to Hong Kong, Afterwards they took me, and Chin-tik-le, -
and others, and sent us to the officers. for trial ; besides, there were
youths and sick persons, several tens; whom I hear have been re-
turned to Amoy.

T and Chin-tik-le truly have been decelved by the arch swmdlers ‘
Moreover, we have not received from the Americans the: price of our
bodies, neither have we killed the Amerlcans, or plundered the Amer-
ican ship of money or cargo. This is the truth.

Chin-tik-le testified that he belongs to Amoy, in the province of
Juh Keen ; is 28 years old ;.and that he was enticed on board the
American ship by an arch swrndler, Le Yew. '

Chew Yu testified that he is an Amoy-man, 18 years old, and was
enticed on board the American ship by an arch swindler, Lin Pik/

i C(ilantr Hae testrﬁed that he belongs to the district of Tung Gin ; is
aged 26. .

“Loo Yew testlﬁed that he belongs to the drstrrct of Hag Cheng,
age, 36.

“Koo Téen testlﬁed that he belonged to tl're dlstnct of Has Cheng;
age, 35; and, with Chang Hae and Loo Yew, were enticed on board
the American Shlp by the arch swindler, Keang Lin.

Lin King Chan testified that he belongs to the district of Lunﬂr Ke;
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age, 25 ;- and was inveigled on ‘board the Amenca.n shlp by the arch
-swmdler, Chin Heen.

Kwang Hin testified that he belongs to the district of Yung Sing;
‘age, 19; a.nd was entered on board the American Shlp by 1 the ar.ch-
swmdler, Chin-aboo.

Chin Lae. testified that he belonos to the district of Jung Gén;
age, 33; arid was enticed on boa,rd the - American ship by the archf
swmdler, Woo Pei.

Tsae Leang Ring 1 testified that he belongs to the -district of Jung
Gén ; age, 29; and was enticed on board the American ship by. the .
arch swmdler "Pih Paon.. . -

Kwang Ren testified that he belongs to the dlstnot of J ein Keang;
age, 18 ; "and was enticed on board the American. sh1p by the arch
: swmdler, Keang Seen. - :

Le Fiih testlﬁed that he belongs to the district of Jung Gan age,
19; and was entered on board the Amencan shlp by the arch
swindler, Kwang Aking. ° ’
- Le Haé testified that he belongs to the district of Lung Ke, age 23,
"and was enticed on board the Amencan ship by the arch swmdler
Way Kwei. -

- Chwang Ke testified that he belongs to the district of Jung Gan,'
age 37, and” was enticed on board the Amencan ship by the arch,;
. swindler Wookwei. -
. Wei Jeen testified that he belongs to the district of Nan Tsing, age
-85, and was enticed on board the American ship by the arch swmdler
Ha.n Ching. :

Chewkee testlﬁed that he belongs to the district of Nan Tsing, age -
19, and was enticed on board the American ship by the arch swindler,
whose surname he does not know, but whose name is:‘Akoo. . .

Chin Tsava testified that he belongs to the district of-Lung Ke, age
29, and was enticed on board the Amencan ShlP by the a.rch—swmdler
.Hang Ching.

These a.ll corrob01 ate the testlmony of Loo Fuh Gan

No 12'“

Mr Parker to Seu and Pih, C’ommzsswne?s, de.

 LEGATION OF e UNITED STATES, -
- Canton, July 12, 1852.

‘SiRs: The undermgned charge d’affaires ad inferim of the United-
States of America to China, has the honor to acknowledge the receipt
of your excellencies’ dispatch of the 9th instant, and on perusing it
was utterly astonished at the breach of good faith it contained.. Ori-
ginally the pirates who murdered Captain Bryson and others upon the
‘high seas, and took possession.of the ‘‘Robert Bowne’’ and plundered
her, were amenable to the laws of the United States, but on receiving.
‘the assurance of your excellencies that you were willing to receive the
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-gaid pirates,-and: would try and-punish them according to the laws-of
" ‘China, the right-of the United States in this instance was waived. .
- “'The undersigned is well aware that by the laws of China piracy is
. & capital offence:=:-- < . o Lo T e T
. :“By the-court of inquiry held -on board the United States. steam
“frigate ‘‘Susquehanna,’’" consisting of three officers of the United
- States, P. 8..Forbes, esq.;United. States consul,” Captain® Walker, of
. the United States sloop ¢‘Saratoga,’’-and G. R. Barry, esq.; an officer
- of the .*“Susquehanna,’’ ‘out of seventy and more of:the passengers,
--geventeen men were found .guilty of murdering the cafpta.i_n, and others,
- with their own hands, according to. the testimony of six: of the sur-
yiving créw and four ‘Chinese, eye-witnesses.of the bloody deed, which
' evidence was-translated and forwarded to your excellencies. .~ -

~ =Now it appears. that your excellencies; have examined- this case of-
--piracy and find it to bé ¢ the style of thing called -buying pigs,’’ and.
- the’sworn tgstimony of Gilbreth and-Wiley to be ¢‘ludicrous.’” - More-
over; youy‘excellencies-have  received-the testimony of :the seventeen-
n ceridemned by the eourt of inquiry as pirates, which, with slight:
~exception, as'can bereasily proved,-is. false throughout, and -upon:the
".evidence of-these pimates denounce Captain Bryson, who_is well known
~to be a kind and humane man, as:‘‘tyrannical beyond doubt.’’ - .~

< If your-excellencies will ré-examine the testimony which “hes been

“translated and forwarded, you will-find that: this‘ case:of piracy was
- premeditated. before the vessel léft’Amoy; that theré were but-four:
. hundred and-ten-passengers, and not four hundred and seventy-five;.
“that. it was from tegard to the cleanliness and health, which was:very.
" necessary on ‘a long voyage, the tails were cut off ; that . many volun-
tarily requested -it to be done; that the captain:-did not dive-into the
‘water and flee, but was murdered and his;body brutally mutilated
after he was dead; and then by the pirates thrown overboard, his offi-
“cers-and ‘three men were also-murdered, the ship taken :possession of
and>plundered, and that these men have been confronted both by the -
- surviving crew and- by innocent. Chinese witnesses. ~“How: then can it
- be“said-“ they. are without-any one in the:slightest degree to contront
them, and;are without-the slightest eviderice.against them? " - -
- "_‘The..undersighed "has' the. official report of. the:United. States sloop.
. ““Saratoga,’” that-went to the island Pachungsun, and not & gun was

- .. As tothese men being forced. 16 sign a déed down in the hold of the

“vessel,-selling: their persons; your excellencies need but to examine:
-one of thesé original contracts, taken  before the United States consul -
- at"Amoy before they embarked,; herewith:transmitted, to :perceive the
- utter falsity of the assertion. ™ = . "# - e s DT

. Your excellencies staté that these men are natives of Fuh Kein, and-

-at Canton .there are-none’to confront them, and. you have only to re-

turn them to-their nativeplace, &c.' - -

—-“When—-thesé“men :were_ delivered over to the.custody of:the local
“duthority’at Amoy;, the United States:conisul reported: to-the under-
‘signed- that. the-local authorities there had:not ;the power to try and
‘punish_for ‘capital offences;”therefore. the flag-ship .¢‘Susquehanna ™
-proceeded thither, and brought. them to.Canton;.now. to send them
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'sback to Amoy, will be trifling with the government of the United
tates. . : : - L

Tt seldom occurs in a casé of piracy that the evidence convicting the
pirates is so conclusive as in the present instance, but if your excellen-
cies still entertain doubt of the guilt of the said seventeen pirates, the
undersigned is willing, according to the 24th article of treaty, that
a court be held on board the flag-ship at Whampoa, consisting of offi-
cers of both governmeénts, and there in the presence of both to confront
said pirates by the surviving crew and several innocent Chinese pas-
‘sengers, which will be most just and proper. .. .
That the seventeen mgn are guilty of piracy there is not the shadow
of a doubt, and justice and the common good of mankind require that
the murderers be capitally punished, and the government of the Uni-
ted States will not be safisfied till it is so dope. . =

It is earnestly hoped that this case may be early reported as finally
disposed of. P A '

The undersigned has the honor to renew to your excellencies the
assurances of his respects, and remains, sirs, your excellencies’ obe-

Heat sermaat; . PETER PARKER.

‘e

" No. 12.

Translation of an original xcmztmgt between Captain Bryson and Chin

Now, the undermentioned contracting parties, viz: Chin Suy, a
Chinese, and Wannaeshun, (Bryson,) for and on behalf of —————
belonging to California, in the United States of America, have to-
gether agreed, on the eighteenth day of the third month, in the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, that the said
-Chin Suy is willing to serve and labor for —————, on whose ac-
¢ount Bryson mdkes this agreement, or for any party who —————
may appoint to control his affairs, as shepherd, laborer, or whatever
capacity may be required in the State of California, for a term of five
years. And the said Chin Suy hereby states his readiness to obey, in
every respect, any the orders or directions. which he may at any
time receive either from ———————, or from any party nominated
by ——————, or by Bryson, to manage his affairs. And Bryson
hereby agrees, on the part of the said — ———, that Chin Suy
shall receive wages at the rate of three dollars per month, which
shall be paid him at the ‘close of each quarter; and that payment of
wages to Chin Suy, at this rate, shall commence from the beginning
of his service in said State.. Bryson also undertakes to provide Chin
Suy with. a good sleeping place, and with food equal in quality to
such as is ordinarily eaten by workmen in China. (Chin Suy?) also
agrees to repay, by means of four equal quarterly instalments, to
be deducted from his wages, the sum of six dollars, which has been
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advanced to him by Bryson, or by the party on whose account Brvson
makes this agreement. And as words alone furnish no proof of the
above agreement having been duly contracted, this deed-has been
executed in duplicate, each of the contracting parties keepﬁwe
. . \\

"

nes ot dgrirs o
itnesses to the signatures and payment of the money. =

- Conulaté of Uni_ted 'Sta;teé of A'm'erica,, at Amoy, China. .
[L. s ] L o -PE-TE-LEE, (Bradley.) "
B - B WAN-NAE-SHUN, (Bryson:) -

This eighteenth day of the third month, in the year of our Lord

'_fone thousand eight hundred and fifty-two.

:‘.‘\' . | em———
- e

| _ No. 15.
 Interview with Howgua, 'July 15,'18-52."_

At an early hour this morning Howqua sent his card, proposing to
call on me at 12 o’clock. I immediately sent my card, stating that if
the object of his call was a friendly one, on such occasion I am always
happy to see him; but if it related to public business, now in the
hands of the officers of the two governments, I could not see him; he
returned word that.it was private and friendly. -

At a little past twelve he came, and, after the usual salutation, he
observed that ordinarily he should not speak upon the subject now
pending between.the two governments. But there was a few points
upon which, at the instance of his gxcellency Pih, he wished to speak

with me, and, perceiving he was disposed to listen to the truth of the
- case, I entered very fully into its merits. o

‘At his request I showed him my dispatch to their excellencies of
the 14th June; proposing to waive the right of the United States and
to hand the pirates over to them, &c. I remarked that I knew, by
the laws of China, piracy was a capital offence; this he admitted with
great readiness; the seveuteen men are convicted by unequivocal evi-
dence, and must be decapitated. He inquired if the seventy men had
been returned, &c.? - If the four witnesses were included in the 410?
I thought one of them, but could not be positive; but that the rest
‘belonged to the ship, as they were cooks. He said Pih was not op-
posed to decapitating ‘them, but they will not confess their guilt. To
this I replied that of course they would not ; that men who .will kill,
will lie; and supposed a case in which he-and the commbodore and
governor were eye-witnesses to a murder, if this witness would not be
- sufficient without the confession of the murder? “To this he- could
say nothing. = R o ]

He remarked there was no precedent for the' trial, according to the
24th article.of the treaty. True, it was replied, no case like the pre-
sent has arisen since the treaty. - I admitted the article originally con-
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“templated slighter cases, but was willing to confront it in this, as it
-was most proper and just. . . = ‘ |
He asked if the.four Chinamen might be availed of to confront the
geventeen men? - On board the flag-ship, I replied; but could not de-
"liver them up. ‘WHhy? Because the seventeen men must kiiow their
~evidence convicts them, and will be angry towards them, and endeavor
to involve them. . o S o '
- The force of this objectior he seemed to appreciate. He at length
asked, what was best to be done? - . -~ - .

The first best plan is for his excellency, Pih, to re-examiine the
evidence, to admit the falsity of that of the seventeen pirates, and the
validity of-the six seamen. and four Chinese, and condemn and exe-
cute the seventeen men at once—if to-morrow, so much the better for
both governments—and added, emphatically, the. United States gov-
ernment would persist till they are executed.~ That to liberate them
‘would be to afford them opportunity of committing other piracies,‘and
would be like letting- tigers loose to destroy the people.- To this, he
remarked, they are originally bad men! Yes, beyond doubt._ He
adverted to returning them ‘to Amoy. . This I strongly protested, for
the reason set forth in my dispatch of the 12th instant., = - -

The second best course would be, to hold a mixed court on board
the ‘“Susquehanna,’’ if their excellencies are not satisfied ; but that
mylown government is immovably settled in the conviction of their

uilt. - - - S '
8 ‘These two measures were reported to"him before he left. :

In the course of the interview, I remarked that justice should be
the aim of ‘both governments. That if I thought the men innocent
and Pih thought them guilty, I would ‘use all my influence to have
them acquitted. - I also assured him the commodore, the consul, and
every one acquainted with the subject, took the same view as I had
expressed of their guilt and desert. Also informed him I had taken
measures to have more of the guilty men at Pa-chung-san arrested ;
that if his government would not deal justly by these, that they may
be sent to the United States for trial and punishment. - )

The interview was very friendly and satisfactory, and, under the
circumstances; may be admissible, having protested the propriety of

- PETER PARKER. .

such interference.

- }l[r ,Parkcjr,_z'o.Mr-. .Webst'er.'

| | T [Extract] |
_{No'_.‘_32.]' S - LEGATION OF ".rHE_ UNITED STATES, -

. o : Canton, August 19, 1852. -

. Sm: It becomes my duty to inform the department that I have

pursued the case of the unfortunate ‘“ Robert Bowne’’ so far asis prac-
ticable or expedient to do by correspondence, and now refer the sub-
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ject to the superior wisdom and pleasure of the home government.—
(Enclosures 1 to 13 relate more or less directly to this case.) :
My proposition for a joint-trial on board the flag-ship at Wham-
poa (videdispatch No. 31, enclosure No. 12) having been declined,
(enclosure No. 1,) the four Chinese witnesses were delivered up, a pe-
tition fo that effect having been presented me by eighty-four Fithkiin
men, (No. 2,).at the same time offering to produce the surviving
sailors, (enclosure No. 3.) To this-their excellencies paid no regard ;
but proceeded to confront the seventeen men by the Chinese witnesses
alone, and reported that, accordingly, only one criminal, Sooyew, had
been found guilty.; a second had died in prison, and the remaining
fifteen declared innocent, (No.-6.) Against this exclusion of impor-.
tant testimony, I remonstrated and insisted upon the evidence of the
sailors being taken, (No. 7.) *This was also refused, on the .ground
that there was no precedent for it, (No. 9.) The tenor of this dispatch.
is highly exceptionable, even more so in the Chinese than in the trans-
lation, and called for the decided tone adopted in my rejoinder, (No.-
11,) to which I particularly request your attention ; and in which I
Have shown that there exists a precedent for the course I had proposed,
briefly recapitulated the important points in ‘the case, alluded to the
necessity. of equity and justice on the part of both governments, inti-
mated that the government of the United States will hereafter execute
its own laws, in cases of piracies on the high seas that come under its
jurisdiction ; and that it only remains to resume the discussion of this
case with the impeérial court, and to look to his Majesty the emperor
for the justice which his excellency Governor Pih Kwei has refused.
I beg, respectfully, to suggest the expediency of a direct communi-
_cation from the President of the United States to. the Emperor of China,
agreeably f5the provisions of the 31st article of treaty, containing an.ex-
~posé of the mal-administration of the officers with whom we have had.
correspondence; their failure,-in repeated instances, to grant the full
provisions of the treaty, at the same time availing of the opportunity
to present this recent instance of breach of good faith, on the part of.
an imperial officer, in a case in which the lives of our countrymen
have been sacrificed by subjects of China." T T
The necessity of this measure will be further illustrated by corres-
pondence I shall soon have occasion to transmit you relative to the
spirit and conduct of the local authorities at Fiih Chow. .
) I ¥ % Sk Sk X . s % %
- Enclosures . ¥ * relate to the sale of the ‘‘Robert Bowne’’ -
on the 24th July. From the report of Mr. Bradley, it appears that.
said. -essel and ‘stores sold for §$8,372 09, and that the nett proceeds
are 6,082 T1. - . , o oy
~ 'With sentiments of esteem and distinguished consideration, I have

the honor to remain, sir, your most obedient servant; S
- L ' S PETER PARKER.
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U Nol .-\“,-
. Seu, mperlal hlgh corm}rssxoner, &c P1h governor of Honen, &c '
" have the honor to-acknowledge the recelpt of - the ‘honorable ite
~“commissioner’s two dispatches of .the 12th" and’ 19th mstant both of -
- whxch we have perused and fully wnderstind. :
.- 'We have.examined the dispatch of the ]2th mstent whlch quotes
. the 14th article of the treaty which relatés to the transhlpment of
- goods, &e.,-and must have heen erroneously quoted
-~ In the 2lst article it is contained:- 3 o
L SubJects of Ghina who may. be’ gmlty of any cnmmal act towards"
' cltlzens of‘the United States;. shall be arrested and punished. by the .
Chinese authorities according to the Jaws of Chma, and citizens of: the-;
"United: States who may’ commLt any crime in China, shall be subject
- to'be tried'and. punished- only by the consul or other public-function-
“ary of ‘the United: States; thereto authonzed accordmg to the la.ws of :
| the United States.”” -~ .- .
" The-24th article prowdes, tha.t “ controversles between cxtlzens of ’
the United States and. subjects .of China, which cannot be- amca.bly-
“settled othermse, shall be examined and" decided’ conforma.bly to. jus-
- tice and: equity by the' puhhc officers of the’ two nations acting in con- -
Junctlou, -&c., :and there is nothxng expressing meetm together fe<
Judlcm.l trial, and it is:rather.difficult to manage accordmgly
> As to-the seventeen men who have been sent to us, deputed oﬂi‘eers,
_have several: times, with special . rigor, examined them under torture,
“and. all thelr test1mony coincides.. Weé; the minister.and’ governor,
have again'and-again consulted what to do, and have doubts: -upon four.
- points,-and there are three thmgs dlfﬁcult to perform, and seeing we-
~(the two natlons) are a.t annty, 1t 1s 1mposs1b1e ‘not to express them :
;:’mth true. sincerity, " / .
1. Tt'is stated in. the" dlspatch tha.t there were 410 Chmese at the;
.-tnne they together committed: the murder ; the number of thé ‘men,
-altogether; was -great, and- certa,ml{,r their, han ds roust have been ex--
cessively otcupiéd, and their feet in & state of confusion, ﬁlhng,the’
“vessel with their clamorous ‘fioise. ”_Is it pogsible todlstmgulsh—each
-one clearly,. and be able.to say these eeyenteen‘"inen were the murder- :
ifers? -This is one pomt of doubt:=—""- - My :
<9, Ttis! stgted.,m’the dispatch- that the 410 men Jomtly commltted .
“the plander.. If: the whole- number were' brought up.together, then ™
“the murderers were maniféstly among-them, and it-would not. be diffi-
~cult. for the water-to flow off-and.the “rock to appea.r, (tha,t is, to deter- "
~mine-the. guxlty) “Now,.t0.exclude . 393, without' questioning. them,.
-and only send 17 ‘men; and.pdint them out as murderers, without the:
__'gro%erty plundered and wzthout thnesses Thrs isa second. pomt of,
-doubt. " .. -
© “8.The dlspatch states there ate- four Chmese mtnesses It were?f‘-'
irlght and -proper that these and the. seventeen men be sent altovether -
“for'the‘convenience of confrontma and judging them: -Now, to con--
ceal 'and not send them, causing’ the seventeen oﬁ'enders t0_be without:
_- any to confront them, the dlsputed oﬁicera ca.nnot, in the, hlghest de-
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.gree, torture and force them to confess theu' gu1lt This‘is a third
point.of doubt. _
4. It has been stated in the dlspatch that there are four Chinese
witnesses. Then it is manifestly necess'u-y carefully and Specla.lly to
-interrogate them. Now their names and surnames are altogether un-
kno;vn, which is very unreasonable. And th:s is a fourth pomt of
doubt. =
1. China manages cases, (in tlns way,) one man is beheaded an-
other-is banished; but in each case there must be the testlmony and
the confession of the accused, and witnesses to confront them, and the
strict truth be discovered, and a list of the crimes minutely written
down, and a dispatch addressed to the criminal board, (at Pekin,)and
the sh"htcst doubt and flaw, and erroncously to ewclude what should
be mserted ‘and to include what should be excluded, in a high degree
provokes the grave deliberation (of the criminal board) upon the'
offence. I, the great minister and commander-in-chief of the army in
Kwang-se, ‘and I, the governor, in his-stcad, manage the seals, and
howcan I presume, while the subject is not yet clear, to dispose of the
case? I should personally provoke the grave deliber ation, (of the
crlmmal board.) 'This is one thing difficult to perform. -

2. The said seventeen offenders take advantage of there-being no
.one to confront them, and, being the true murderers they.would not
be-willing to confess it, and if no'orously examined under torture till
they die, “and before the evidence is established, they arein the mean-
time punished to death. Now, would it not be to sin against the
good will of heaven and" violate my consmence Thls is the second
\thmv difficult to per form.

3. On the 19th instant, from the two dlstrlcts of Chanwchew and’
Chaon Chow, in the province of. Fuh Kéin, Foo  Yunguen and others
holding official rank, eighty and more persons Signing: the petition,
petltloned me not to Teturn the seventeen men to Fuh Kéin, but lib-
grate them here, and requested to become theéir sureties. I ha.ve not
yet replied to their petition, and if the houorable vice commissjoner
will send these four Chinese witnesses, ‘there is no obJectlon to insti--
tuting another trial, and for both innocent and guilty, (htera,lly the
unstbstantial and rea,l) there is an established law.

I make this agreement for three'days ; ‘if by the 28th mstant :they
do not, come, I ‘have . only to take the said offenders, and: under re-
stra,lnt send them back to the local officers of said place, carefully -to

try them. Moreover, I am not willing" through favor. to admit
them to bail. - I, the governor, have received from heaven an upright
and guileless dlSpOSltlon, and -can fuce heaven and earth, and how"
can 1 on account of ever being at amity, falsely condemnr nd put to
“déath innocent subjects. Thls is a third thing difficult o _perform.
Chmese and foreigners, alike, possess a human heart and to one pos-
sessing knowledge who peruses this, it must be. plam

As requlslte we make this reply, and avail ourselves of the occa-
sion to present the compliments of the season.
~ The foregomg communication is addressed to Peter Parker, chargé
d’affaires ad interim of the United States of America to China.

KEeen Suwne, 2nd year 6th month 5th. day, (July 21, 1852.)
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.' __No, 2,

< Is a respectful statément’’ of Yunguen and some- elghty Chinese
- to Mr. Parker, chargé, &c., that the seventeen be liberated on their
- gecurity ; and that the four witnesses be sent on and a new trial had.
- Merchants holding official rank of the department of Chang Chow
and Tsuen Chow, in the. provmce of Fiih Keen. -—(Here follow elghty-
four Chinese names.) 4
Dated 224 July, 1852, at Canton < Ae -

No. 3.

Isa memorandum by Mr. Parker of the receptlon of No. 2 from
‘“ twenty or thirty of -the signers, apparently respectable men; 7 and
that through his Chinese secretary he sent them word ‘“that full jus-
tice shall be done, so far as I am concerned.”” * *  With this
verbal reply they are said to have expressed themselves well- satlsﬁed

remarking tha,t it was Just and proper. |
o 'PETER PAR_KER. ‘

- 5 - No.3.
Mr Parker to Seu and sz commwszoners, (ﬁc . 7

- LEGATION oF THE UNITED, Smus,
) - Canton, July 22, 1852.

Sms The’ undermgned chargé d’affaires ad mtcrzm of the United
States of America to China, has the honor to be in receipt of your
excellencies’. dispatch of the 2lst instant, Whlch he has perused and
fully understands.

At an early date the unders:gned w111 reply to it in full in the '
meantime he has examined and finds that China manages cases in this
manner, ‘“‘one man is beheaded, another is banished, but in each case-
there must be the testimony and. the confession of the accused, and
witnesses to confront them, and the strict trath be discovered,’” &e.

‘With the exception of the testimony and -the confessmn of the ac-
.cused, this-he regards as just and proper,

It is stated in the dispatch that if the four Chinese mtnesses are
_produced there'is no objection to.instituting another trial. -

- The undersigned has this day received & petition from Foo Yungyen
'and others, eighty and more men, patives of Changchow in the prov-"
ince of Fiih Keen, persons holding official rank, now trading at Can-
ton; earnestly praying that the Chinese Witnesses may be delivered
over to the imperial commissieners for'the purpose of again mstltutlng
‘a clear tnal and confrontmu the seventeen men, &c.

a
S
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- The undersigned has conferred with Commodore Aulick, in whose
charge said witnesses are, and he is willing to deliver them over from:
the flag-ship, now at Whampoa, and enclosed is an order to the officer
.in charge to that effect. Your excellencies may depute a proper.offi-
cer to proceed thither immediately and receive them.. .= ~ . = =
The desire of the undersigned is to furnish your excellencies all the
evidence in this case for removing-doubts and arriving at the strict.
truth; therefore, if your excellencies wish the surviving crew of the
¢ Robert-Bowne,’’ also to confront the seventeen mern, those of them
who are now at Hong Kong shall be summoned to Canton without
delay, on receiving your excellencies’ wish to that effect, to confront
thel said men either in the city or elsewhere, as your excellencies may
appoint. R R
p'T_he undersigned, throughout, has only desired that the said offend-
gi's may be fairly-and justly tried, and punished according to their
eserts. - T o : 4

As to the Chinese witnesses, the cook, Cheyen, and his two mates,

it may, be said they saved the lives of -the surviving seamen. Had
they-not fortunately prevented the pirates at the time of the murder
from killing all the sgilors, it is to be apprehended the yessel had
foundered in theé gale, and not one Chinese or foreigner escaped alive.
The undersigned, therefore, as behioves him, bespeaks for these four
men kind treatment, and that your excellencies will excuse them from
being examined under torture, and after the trial to réstore them
safely to this legation. | EERS . B
The tndersigned avails himself of this occasion to- present to your
excellencies the compliments of the season, and has the honor to re-
‘main, sirs, your excellencies’ pbedient servant, ‘ o

PETER PARKER.

- ‘No.,_4..

-

- Mr. Parker to"Séu‘ and Pih, q&hzmislsiomrs,» de.
| | ‘. [Extract.j

T LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, -

: ‘ o L - Canton, July 27,:1852.

Sirs: The undersigned * * * reply in full to your excellencies”
communication of ithe 21st instant, = * ¥ *. the 24th article of
treaty is the one quoted, and not the T4th as was erroneously written
in the Chinese translation, * *  * * " * - neijther does any article
of the treaty provide for piracies on the high seas, * * * .* *x
The dispatch speaks of excluding three hundred and ninety-three men,.
whereas only about one hundred of the passengers have been arrested,
and but about seventy were returned to Amoy. As to concealing the:
four Chinese witnesses there has been no such thing. Asto the names
* * being unknown, these were with special care taken by the court:
of inquiry * * * and written down according to the proruncia-



144 - SLAVE AND GOOLIE TRADE.

tion in the Fith Keen dialect, which dxifers wxdelv from the court dla-
lect pronunciation. * * “As to the confession of the murderer being
required, this is pecuha,r to the laws of China, by the laws of other
nations * * * when by unequivocal evidence * guilt is estab-
lished; the confession is of no importance, ¥ * "*

The undersigried will be perfectly satisfied with the due pumshment
of the pirates who have 1mbn§'the1r hands in the blood of his coun-
trymen, and repeats that the gbvernment of the United States will not
be satlsﬁed tlll this is accomphshed L ,

¥ * * ] *
" Your excellencles- obedient servant, .~ o
o - 'PETER PARKER.

NoG o ;'f’_

Sen, lmperxal hwh comrmssmner, &c.; and Pih, governor of” ﬁonan,
&e., had the honor on the 29th altimo to recewe{he honorable vice-
commissioner’s: dispatch of the 27th ultlmo, whlch we have perused
and fully ‘understand. :

~'We have examined respectmg the four witnesses, Sealmg, Nuow,"
and others who have been sent, and -find that at the time we imme-

~diately-appointed the acting provmcral judge, together with the pre-

fect, to question them in person first the’ ‘prefect and ‘afterwards the
Judge, and according to their testimony, in every particular, the strict
truth is ascerta.med without doubt. The testimony of the four wit-
‘nesses is_aprended, upon a separate paper, for your perusal. The
criminal Sooyen, therem mentioned,-as is right, is conﬁned in prlson,
to be punished according to law, and among the remaining sixteen
criminals there is one *Clin Too, who has died of disease. -

The other ﬁﬁ:een, the four witnesses, Seay-ting-mon and others, are
‘unable to point out pos1t1vely, and moreover they say they dare not
carelessly to testify, &e. -
~ According to the. testlmony of the four thnesses, said fifteen. men
are innocent, and it is inexpedient to punish them.  Whether it be
right or not to convey them to Fih Keen and admit them to bail, I
{the governor) have already addressed a letter to the minister” and
imperial commissioner, Seu, upon the subject;. requesting him to de-
liberate thereon, and make known the management of the case. As-
to the four witnesses, Seay-ting-mon and others, they are forthwith
‘delivered over to the assistant district magistrate of Nag Hae; ik a
pmper manner to send back for you to receive and examide.

As requisite, we make this reply, and avail ourselves of the occasmn
to present the comphments of the season, &c : :

"Appended is the testimony. . ' '

‘The-foregoing communication is a,ddressed to Peter Parker, cha.rgé
d’affaires ad interim of the United States of America to China. '

Hm the, 2d year 6th month 16th day, (August 1, 1852.)



SLAW» m coox.m rnum B
ﬂammm thke testzmony amen d ed . :

T a.ppears that Sea.y-tmg-mon (v, €y cook’s ﬁrst ma‘be) teetaﬁes he is"
& native of A.moy, m the. provmce ‘of Fuh Keen, and is aged twenty- :

four years. # . Lo :

. Chin Achun, (Ca.hforma.Joe ). * ‘ R "f'—g‘ E o
- Woo-Yung Ken, (cook’s second mate) T A T
- Kwan.Cheen Yue, (Jehu, the cook.) % - ¥ - *- *

~ That all these witnesses have hitherto served on board the Amencan
) .shrp ¢¢ Robert Bowne,” and upon the first month of the present year.
- (Ma.rch) a contractor for passéngers took Loo Fuh Gan and many other-:
- men on-board the. ship as laborers, and on the 31st:March the ship-.
‘arrived ata place upon the face of the sea the name unknown to.them, -
_ when the Americans topk a great many of the men-and cut off their tails, .
“and on account of this’ thiey became dissatisfied,.and: their anger’ arose.
‘' We, Sea.y-tmg-mon, Chin "Aekeen, Kwang Chmg Yeu, three men, be-".
_came much alarmed, and concealed ourselves in the ship’s:hold, ¥
. We only saw one: Amerlcan ‘jump:overboard of his own" accord 1,
‘Woo Yunk Ken, saw of'those who-on'a former occision weére: captured
-g"pérson called Ha.ehng, whose trie name is Sooyen, use a sword and.
-»;wound an American, who fell.into the sea. 1, Kwang Ching Yeu,
- (Jéhu,) saw of those fofmerly captured one Chintilke take a smalI—ﬂag
in hls and, and make use of a sword: to- restra,m-i;he-men, -and would
‘not permit them to Taise-alamor.. *. % _*. - What 6ur éyes did not .-
-see we all dare not. carelessly” temfy Subsequently, _the ‘numerous .
“men-on ‘board-the ship called and commanded the Americang to take
“ the vessel to the shore of an ‘island of Lioo Choo, when they all landed -
_and concealed ‘themselves, ‘éxcept ourselves, who. remainied:on board, -
-altogether twenty-three men, who' returned to Amoy.:  * - * I, Chin’ .
_Aken, (California:Joe;) on a former occasion testified to the klllmg of .
“five Americans (this I was told) by a person. ‘whose surname I.do not
: know, but'whose name is Aken, viz: that he (Aken) and another per- -
8oL, whom he. pomted out as bemg a tall man and lono' favored, killed
‘thgm’ * These two men are not among the seventeen. * On the fbrmer- g
‘ot ‘__;on when brought before the court of inquiry weé were unable to
testrfy clearly.” Now we have been obliged. by another- tnal “we: have-
- testlﬁed accord.mg to the truth ciea.rly Thls is the truth NREE

: L N :""f e No ‘7 ,
[ ;.« - \
L ﬁr. Parker to Seu and ch C’ommwswnc'i s, &c

e '. I RCRTERE Rt LEGA'.I.‘ION or THE ‘Onrrep Sum,

fi_ D ST LN | - Cainton, August 2; 1852~
%s The undemrgned_charge d’aﬁ'axres, ad. interim-of: the_Umted_
Sta. of America-to Chifia; has the honor to be. in.receipt of your
-excellencies’. d13pa.tch of the lst mstant wluch he has perused a.nd
;fully understands.

-H. Ex. Doc. 105—10
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 'The undersigned has examined this communication, and finds
* * * * that out of thé seventeen men convicted by the court of
inquiry, on board the flag-ship ¢ Susquehanna,’”” * *. * only one
‘Sooyen has been found guilty, * ** * * gnd is imprisoned to be
punished -according to law. * * * % He particularly notices
that, according to the testimony appended, Chintilke, the most guilty
“of all, is testified to have raiged a small flag, and with a sword re-
~strained the men, nof permitting them to raise a clamor, &¢. This.is
go remarkable, that the undersigned is compelled to believe that the
testimony must have been misconstrued, and he has * * again
examined theswitnesses, and they testify the flag and sword were used
by Chintilke, to enforce higrauthority with the passengers, and not to
guard the surviving crew, * * Seeing it has been deemed impor-
tant to confront the seventeen men with the four Chinese witnesses,
why is it not equally necessary to confront them with the surviving
seamen? . e . - '
- The four witnesses * * ‘were down in the ship’s hold at the time
of the murder, * * * * the sailors were on deck and saw the
murder, * * *.and ars able to point out each-man, several of
those Who were active in the murder, so that by one or another all the
‘seventeen have been pointed out. Therefore, the undersigned, as be-
~hoves him, must now request .your excellencies to confront these
seventeen men by the surviving seamen also, as is most just and
-righteous. - * * . ' o ’
Immediately on your excellencies reply, acceding to- this proposi-
tion, so many of the said seamen as are now detained at Hong Kong
shall be summoned to Canton, to confront the remaining fifteen men..
* *-: * : * ._‘As? immeidiate r?kply- is :a.fnestlzrétiﬁefed.

 PETER PARKER.

S , 4,'_No'.9.

- Seu,.imperial high commissioner, &c., &c., and Pih, governor of
Honan, &c., &c., have the honor to acknowledge the receipt on the
3d instant of the honorable vice commissioner’s dispatch, (of the 2d
instant,) which we have perused and fully understand, @
In the management.of business it is necessary to adjust it reasona-
bly;.in establishing discussions it is important to adhere to equity.
Not to adjust reasonably is near 4o injustice; not to adhere to equity
is near to partiality; and how, urider heaven, harboring partialgand
unjust views, is it possible to manage business? - We hd#e examined,
and find the four witnesses, Seay Ting Mon and others, have hitherto
‘been in the employ of your honorable nation, and manifestly are near
and trusty men to your honorable nation, and seeing that they were
.near and trusty men, they have been produced to give testimony ; then
it 1§ right that their testimony be evidence. ~ . == = . » -
. It'is stated in your dispatch of the 2d instant, that you have again
1in person questioned -the’ said witnesses, and that according to their
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. testimony they say Chintilke-raised the flag and -employed. the sword
~simply to.compel the passéfigers to.obey his: ;x‘_dei‘s-', and notto restrain
_them and prevent their killing and:injuring the surviving seamen, &e.
. At the_time the four witnésses came fo:0ureourt we, the minister and
. ‘governor, appointed the acting: provincial judge in person tc examire
- them, and appointed the prefect again and again. carefully to examine:
them, and-the testimony of said fog.men, first:and last, in the main’
~corresponds; and there. was no.such*igi#imony.(before the Chinese
"court) as. that he (Chintilke}s ‘“simply compelled the passengers.to

- obey his orders, and notto: réﬁﬁrai?/them_, ahd not permit them to kill-
 and injure the surviving'seamen.”” - Again, you state that “‘ the-testi-

-mony.must-have been misconstrued.’”’ . Jghis ynavoidably is.a forced
.inference.: “How .ig it possible; that at the three of four times they
“have been tried; t,hi_ i '

_ that in every instgnce there should be misconstruc-
‘tion?. ‘Moreover; the said four witriésses:agree in' theixj‘izgstitnqn\y, that
.-besides those killed by cannon and those who.died of .starvation, alto~
. gether there were eighty and more men arrested, and according to.the
‘number -of four" hundred -and ten men, exclusive of: the.eighty-and"
more, there are still some:three hundred and twenty and more men;
.and-how can it be known.that among.those killed by cannon-and 'who
- died-.of ‘starvation there were not some who were the true murderers.
“In the dispatch of the 12th July; it is stated. there were. four Chinese
‘eye-witnesses-of the murder; then, to decide this case according to the-
~evidence of ‘these four men is just.and proper. - If these four-men are
zot-sufficiently t0.be believed, and -again -the- sailors be produced and .
‘inferrogated—said-four men, t§pether wigh- the sailors, being all per-—
sons-in:the employ:of - your honorable nation—if the four men are .not:
“sufficiently -reliable, how then can'the sailors be believed?. Moreover,.
the sailors areall foreigners, and it will be necessary to employ & lin-:
_guist to-interpret.their ‘evidence, and if their testimony should be:the-
same - as that of the four. men, thé honorable vicé commissioner will
-againgegard-it as misconstrued, afid when-can' this case be'ended? .-
tmgdo there has been no such means of matagement. ~We, the

inistéfand governor, treat Chinese and foreigners alike impartially; -
-and the-expression in your dispatch, ‘.:‘Vif\vgev‘v.i_'s%fj_‘.bv screen-the guilty,’”
ig'not-the language-of amity and friendship hitherto existing.: Ching
:in heavem and earth places its (highest) regard,.and. if in a slight de- -
gree thére -be any screening (the guilty,) heaven and earth-will not
-endure:it; and we, the'minister and governor; have nothing more to:
‘say-—nothing further to deliberate.. 'Consider this well, - - = = ..

-..-Asrequisite, we make this reply, and avail ourselyes of the occasion
‘to: present our compliments and regards. TS 0 Ll

. 'Ehe foregoing communication is-addressed to :Peter -Parker, chargé -
'd’affaires adiinterim of the United States of America to China. . -~ .-
. Hug ‘Tuwe, 2d ‘year 6th- month 20th dsy, (August5, 1859

o L.



stéh and fuds e purpm’ﬁ‘f
fx:ont the ﬁﬂe zme_n with'

manag méiit’,""l-s‘md':j
er to say. or dehberate &c '

e,t' ot the 24th of J anuary, 18’
w-of the French-ship Wawgateur,'-{
longm o9, :_C_hmchue«.gunk b !murderers were -
ngoo’ 0 the oheng, and by :the:préfect ‘were -con-.
“one of :the-surviving seamen, the: presence orf
[.on " Ahat. gccasion theéservmes of “an _interpreter .
re-.employed,-—:and on the 30th of-J: January; in the presence of the for-

n 1 nts of different nations; geyenteen 1en were capitally:pie
b "n'vlt be saﬁ thatj

non;: he under31gne iz has: »perused the
Tep( e::of the Enghsh men-of—war, in which -itis"stated 'tha,t :
568 when a.t the island~it was -found-that the men were all :
the ca.ptam ordered a few shot. an% shellto' be fired w
“try-and-turn them, and that someMew were shotin tryin
‘which was’ perfectly 7 justifiable; and ‘the ‘same would - be-
- honorable nation’s men-of-war: under similar circiim:
- mitting some of the true murderers'were among

"-aﬁ'ect the innocence or.guﬂt of. the seventeen men,

mg to the testlmony of the ten men together, and: not to exclude the

“gIxX. sallors, Jbut: to.-the. testimony taken by the ‘court: of inquiry7on

“poard ‘the. flag-ship; which has-been-translated  and forwarded from
,bevmmng 10 end, your’exeellencies have paid no regard, except to. call
-'the ‘testimony - of Gilbreth and® Wiley “‘ludicrous,’” nelther does ‘it
;appear-that the- evidénce has been noticed by the, _proyincial Judge or
- prefect. > The*fout witnesses “have been able to- point out. only one. of-
“the’ seventeen as guxlty, but”if: ‘you: will examine the sworn testlmonyy
-~ of ‘the six- sailors, you will perceive that éach-were able also to point
‘~'ont several o£ the gutlty, tlll the seventeen were 1dent1ﬁed as pnncl- :



i p;'the teshmony,
talgis the chief of the: n'ates,
bee P Now, your excellencies’ :
' we wish to: screen the" mlty,” &e: ,

ity and friendship hitherts exlstmg
' excellencles 1) theczrcnmstances of the
pression; and. ag jn sther “inference.can. -
snbsta,ntla.l enden xc¥ided- and these fif-
Chiria does ngt: desl ustly
United. Statés, then if ‘ab.
ofis-of the United States ghall
ts of- China;_ how ca.n, the gov—.

:1nJust1ce? :

Teceive these pu'a,tes, a.nd h'y

soine future day it'shall happen ths
. ‘commit the same offenice’ towards: subJ
:ernment of the United States. forg
R | your excellencxes did. -not-wi
rand .punigh 4Hem- accordmg to : Aws of. Chma,, you -had only to -
"-decline, and this case of piracy. upon the high seas. had beén réferred”
to-the. Umted States to'whose jurisdi¢tion it beltf - But your. excel-'-'
lencies-in the’ dlspa.tch of -the .17 June gtated - yon were willing,
_and ‘the: undersigned firt ly believed your: excellencles would act qn-
-good: faith;and did not a.nt1clpa.te that_ theendence of the piratés-was'.
- to be- a,ken ,.andy aceording to. it, the capiain whom- they have mur-
denounced a8 oty ranmcal ,beyorilifloubt,’” and the important:”

es survwmo' seamen etcluded and the gmlty pronounced

'xecuta their- own’laws in cases of -
e ; and if fortunate%any -of their
gicceed:in: captunng ‘Sthers of the plunderers-now at .
will be: tried and pumsked by the United States, .
, for. the-future, :And seging your excellencies have .
&i ‘say, nothing more to d¢ berate it ofly remaing‘to
h Su ject with. the 1mperﬁl court at- Pegng, ‘and. to look to
 Majesty for-the equity and Justlce the onorabie governor

foed. . "¢ Consider this well.”” . ..

indersigned. avails hlmself of ‘the opportumty to present your

€XC es his . compliments and fegards, and has' the honor o

- remain, sxrs, ycnr excellencles obed1en1: serva.nt S
R e PETER J?ARKER N

Lo S _.,a/j’ : e

Mr Marskal&to Mr Ewrett o

[Extra.ct ]

LEGATION 01' 'mn Ummn Sums, .
. "Macao, . March. 8, 1853

£ Sm;f.:-.'I'ttransmlt enclosed a cu'cnlar (A) addressed ‘by me;. on the.
3d jnstant, to- the several consuls a.nd actmg oonsuls of.the United-
&ta.tes in: Chma« kR ok Lk * ® There is-
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at'the present moment 80 Te-
lete with 1 st o thiogk bates as thé policy of forexgn powers'
.connected"with' the. Chined@®emigration that has just Commenced. I
-am reliably informed that two th d..-"actlve, able-abodzecl healthy;
- ynen, have been Fhipped this year from Chinato Sydney H large num-:
bers to Demerara ; “more. than four thousand, heretofore, to Peru ; and
-that arrangements are igadéito conduct this emlgratlon tothe Bntrsh;
' West Indies hereaftér on & most extensive acale, under the immediate
"guspices of the British government. ' Should that;power geriously un-
“dertake to populate her West:1 dia possessions an her colonies on the:
coagtof South America, with: Chiné laboters, who have no idea-what-
ever of the right of popular partrclpatlon in‘the direction of govern-
‘ment, the effect to be produced upon the. ‘industrial interests of the"
'--plantmg States_of the United States, and upon the institutions of'the.
' ’rﬁpubhcs of° Sonth Amenca, must necessanly be most dlsastrous to
-them o
.- 1 havé been ena’ble@to obfal n andbrll prmted or. wr1tten in the-
‘Chinese language and extensively tirculated through the southern part
- of China, exhibiting. the inducements to-the Chinese to.emigrate, and
the terms on which such émigration will be. conducted® - I send. here-
with a translation of that paper.into- the English- language, marked
' @; also forms of the contrdé¥into which the Chinese are made toenter,
'both in the English agency and that of Peru. —(Enclosure D.) " Shekut’
isno other than tne Mr. Scott, whogl have reason {0 believe, holdsizh:
_appointment, direct from the home; ernment in London a8 ‘“supe
intendent of ﬁl‘e Chinese emigration.”” It may sg1ble i
funds-aré furnished-through a banker, but I ari x.:asﬁ'd‘-t]_nat e
~1.operates by the credit of the: goyériment,. The . su‘b‘)ugatlo andop-
“pression of British Ihdia hagbeen eﬁécted by the East Indy wpany.
i_'.'.l.‘he.populatlon of the whole valleg.of thAmazon may. | ttempted:_
through:a:similar- uutrumentahty ut in both cases the result"" nure,j
~to:the government at St. James. - & al
.. There-are many pomts of view from whlch & mere glance at the iaets;
-connéeted with this emlgratlon will exhibit the' «deep interest: with-
-which its progress w1ll be Watched 'by an: enhghtened Amerlcan ad-"
‘, _;m;mstratron o
“1.' The emigrants undergo an exammatron 'by a medlcal 1nspector, 3
: who accepts only such “as are in the vigor, of life, free from- diseasge,. -
healt];y_,,well formed, and able Thls fact 1nd10ates the pkyszque of R
A. the Chinese emlgrants
2. - They-are. agncultunsts, acchmated to the troplcs, accustomed
to. hard “labor and exposure, and speclally versed in the culture of .
sugar, cotton, and rice. . - .
.- 3.:They belong to a class; whlch ‘a8’ connected with the country 1t,
_1s proposed to occupy, may be said Yo be. exhaustless, since there: are -
fifty millions-of people in the Liang ‘Kwang" alone, and nearly as
‘many: in éach ‘vice royalty of this em pire.
‘4, The térms for ‘which’ they engage, and ‘the rate of —thelr wages,
,_'wrth’the -estimated cost -of subsistence. and - clothing; prove that the .
experiment is designed to be serrously made, and when niade that it -
must depress the entn'e plantmg mterest of the Umted States The;;
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_total cost of the Chinese-laborer is-estimated af $80 pe annum, which -
'ig far below the cost of slave labor, independent of the risk which the

“planter runs in his original  investment#:#¥he Chinese lives on rice
principally, and that staple will be produced at mere nominal rates in
-the country to which he is emigrating. - He is patien} of labor, tracta-

ble, obedient ags a slave, ‘and frugal.: -When he shall occupy a lease-
“hold, on which to egert the energy and skill he pi¥sesses; e will comi- -
pel from the earth the maximum productions of which it is capable ;-
and under whatever circumstances will create a- competition against.
which it must be difficult to struggle. -~ o T e U
- 5:: The geographical position of-Demérara gives to.a strong British
“colony there the command of the' Amazon Vvalley and the entrafice:to
- the.Caribbean sea, besides all the trade froni the-south with the Wind- -
ward Islands.” . oo 7l e ot o S e
. T'will not-elaborate the views which 'thesg:suggestions develop as
“occurring to my own. mind, but I shall be §#3d to know whether the .
President deems any step to prevent the use ‘of American shipping in .
the furtherance. of this emigration: proper’ and*politic. " It is against
the law of China. for the- citizens to depart the realm; and none do .
leave,. except by the connivance of offieials, who. corruptly. receive -
:bribes to suffer them to pass. . If the President should desire fo-mani-
‘fest the disinclination of the United States to the progress-.ofithis emi-’
_gtation, an order to .the American consuls to refuse clearances to-any
*ghip under American. papers and colors, carrying coolies from Ching, .-
“would at once confine the trade tg: the shipping of othernations. .
~= The case of the ‘‘Robert. Bowne’’ involves one most important prin-
‘ciple. "It seems® from the discussioh of that case, that thé acting’
“imperial commissioner declined tghear the testimony of six American:
seamen.in a Chinese Yanum, %’tb and notwithstanding the repre--
/sentatioHEdf this materialifpby tHe acting chargé of the United States, "
did refuséo pronounce th&%guiltwf pirates upon their testimony. A
8] remedy for this evil may be found in an det investing the com=
gsionier of the United States with judicial powers_to hear and deter- -
‘mine cases of piracy occurring upon the higli seas. - The-laws now
“invest him with;§fidicial

1vest hir Fhdicial powers, as a court of last resort, in cases of
insurrection and'#hurder, (see act1848.) ¥ * ~* :Such trial ought
_to be conducted.on ]ooa;‘glg;s{n%merican man-of-war, and would at once
economize means and jnguré speedy justice. - But the proposed juris-
+ @ction does not affect the principle adopted by the Chinese tribunsl
‘i1t casés of piracy committed within the dominions of China: = -
%7 T'am, sir, your most obedient servant, =~ .. . ... "
BN S T ~ -.° 7  HUMPHREY MARSHALL." -



. rmslung as’ accura.te & st,atement as;;
mlgratxon from your pott, ‘or its,vicinity, dis-
_ irst, the provinces whence the emigrants come..
: wflnch the vessel ‘belonged. in which they. em-:
hll'd thelr de'stma.tr .~ Fourth,.whether-they emigrated
0N n of y years, or as passengers seeking-
their dest;natﬁn for pleasure, or in- pursuit of business.on their.own
e?unt If under contract, if you can, ‘state the party, and: furnish
‘me‘a; form of the a.gre'ement Frfth the tota.l number emrgmtmg
s.jeach yea.r imce 1849 AR T o :
Vour ooedzent servent

"nUMPHREY MARSHATL,
- ,,?;_%ommwswner Umted States qf Amerzca

‘_frdemul Umted States qf Amer_: 2407t

There bemg at present a scﬁ.rcxty of labe Ein the Bntlsh West Indla_
.'-1sla.nds for the purposes-of planting the sugar cane; and ma.kmg ST
- gary-cotton, coffee, and other- products of, that country; it isnow @&
-girable tha.t ltrong healthy Chmese, practrsed in fa ng, should.g__v,.:;
R ‘that éountry to work. B "
. “ The climate of that country resembles that of <
‘there ag in.China. ... e g e -
The’ rmplements of. work are Very: sl : x:ko:se used 1n Chma for .:
‘ _the eultwa;tron of the sugar’ cane, patidy, amd. N Y
- "It.is true that the distance to that country is;ver reat hut st
- wheneverything. is prepared for the voyage, it.can be performed with®
~ease and comfort- by all ‘men ; after their arrival -at; port; and becom--.
-ing a.cquamted w1th that country, .eVery one will be sa,tlsﬁed_, “im their:
*hearts they will. reJorce ‘the same agif they were dwelling:in- their own :
‘”«'towns ‘and: villages.™ “The customs a.nd usages of the Chmese wﬂl not :
‘bednterfered: with, nor 1nterrupted N .
g the workmen who go should desxre to send letters to theu' fathers ;
mothers;: BTS, Or- relatlons, it can be done" twicea ‘month.
Should they ny-temittances_ in- money' to make, they can: do 80 ‘_
safe]y either. T three times a year.. *

oufO’o—-there ' s




' It is important that, st the start, they should become parties to an_
. agreement, wherein' they will stipulate to ‘gk at this eountry for

five years:  After arriving at.the -port, andwhen the work of one:
year or one year and a half shall have been done; if they should be de---
-girous of not'fulfilling the term of five' years, they can then be released
_from their agreement; and -they:will be- permitted to-lease :land on-
" which to dwell, as their own masters.” -In such, gcase; however, they.
- would be required fo pay asmall-tax, or ground rent, o the propri-
- gtor"of the land.. “Moreover;if, before the expiration of one-year, the.
_parties- to the contract should.conclude not. to-fulfill: their articlés of -
" agreement, -then they will be required to return some of the ship-
~money, (paid for: passage,) as may be fixed upan.. "“Al:-who-consent.
 to:the agreement will be'paid two. months’ wages in advance, and will
receive two.suits of -clothes, -one suit. of -which :will be'of cottor-cloth,
two pairs of'stockings, two pairs.of shoes, one foreign blanket; one hat--
‘(rain) and one hat (summer.) : These things ‘will'/be- given to the.
men, and they.will not be required sto pay forthem. - But; after' the:
arrival-at the port; the two months’ wages which have been advanced-
“will be deducted from the wages of succeeding months, at-the rate of:
-one dollar per month, until the sum advanced shall have been Yepaid. -

- +Each workman will be' paid, after. his ‘arrival, at: the rate of four

dollars 8" month in advance; andithere will be given—to hira; free of.
chiarge, two  suits ‘of clothing"&ich year, and medical” attendance if-

‘requisite,. - We-now. proceed o explain and make plain the allowance

_of food each week:. of white rice:or-of flour, ten-and: a half pounds;:
“of béef, pork, or salt fish, four pounds;. of ‘sugar, 6ne pound; of ‘tea,-
‘two.and a-half taels (about one ounce): in-weight.- They who wish to .
fuarnigh their own provisions will be:allowed -the sum of two dollars:
-per month.  There will also be'sBt aside.one morr of land where they:,
‘may cultivate their own vegetables. *: On Sundays; if there is no im-
_portant work to be done, they will not be. required. to work; buf if at-.
"such times it i important that they should work exirs. pay will-be
g'lllVen .Should any-person ‘wish 10 take' with-him his" Wwife ‘and
-children free passage will be granted to them, and, in addition fo-the:
‘aforesaid wages, such-person will Be allowed & small extra pay; and::
if; on.their-arrival at the port; the wife and children are able to work,
_they:shall be paid for thew sérviees. . A1l those. persons. who: agree o'
the aforesaid. conditions;*and"break: the. agréement, whereby injury.
shall be received, will be judged by the law.of that country; therefoxe..
4it is-necessary to understsnd this agresment and toreomply-with it.”
As:words are not' bindinig, articles of agréement must be entered into.
‘which will'stand in:proof of -the contract.”. On board of ¢
“carrying these workmen there will be an interpreter, wh
‘pany.them to the port,.and will remain with them one ‘or’ twq
.after their arrival toact“as-interpreter for-them, fo- explai
- wishes, anff’ t0-explain to them ¥he:laws-of that land in whi
.go to'live.” " Finally, all Chinesé who-wish to go- “por
-may cotne: to-Shekut;-in-the gread: street, and cons
= HeenFowe, .. year < ‘moon - day, (A% D
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This agreement, made be’tiveen_ - -;'--, of the district of — .
rovince of , in China; and the agent acting in behalf of the

nglish colony, comprising the following conditions:
~—— ——, of his own free will, engages_to_go by the ship ———r,
commanded by Captain — —, 10 ———. On arrival hewill be

informed of all the rules and regulations of the place, and the agent
or superintendent of the workmen there will provide him with an em-
ployer, with whom he will enter into an agreement to. work for .five
years from the date of the arrival of the ship, either in' sowing. and
planting in the capacity of a menial servant, or in weeding, hoeing,
or in planting sugar cane, or as a shepherd, or in digging ditches
or grounds, building walls and fences and foundations; in short, every
description of servile labor. The daily labor required will be com-
prized between the hour one-half after four and nine, and it is expected
-that work will be done submissively, diligently, and without needless
interruption. Moreover, he will not be permitted to do any work or
Jjob secretly for himself, or for any other person, nor will hebe allowed,
‘without cause, to leave the work. From the monthly wages as-agreed
upon there will be deducted one dollar, in order to make up the ad-
‘vance already received, until it shall have been entirely repaid. It is
‘moreover conditioned, that on board the ship which carries him.to his
destination he will be supplied with food during the whole passsage.
On arrival the superintendent, or agent, as already expresséd, will
make choice of and -fix the labor suitable to be followed, and which
shall be paid for each English month at the rate of four Spanish dol-
lars, and each year there will be given two suits of clothes, comprising
two cotton jackets and trowsers, one bamboo hat, one felt: hat, one felt
coverlet, and in cage of falling ill he will be furnished- with medieines.

The supply . of food will also be abundant. Each seven days there
will be furnished to him 10 pounds of rice, 3} pounds of either beef,
pork or fish, 1 pound. of sugar, 3 taels of tea; but if —— —— should
prefer not to take this allowance of food, he will be paid in lieu of it
two dollars; he will also. be granted a piece of land, which he may
Lultivate as he likes. QOn Sundays no work is- to “be done; except in
¢ase of necessity, and the twenty-four.cents additional pay will be
given. Further, if on arrival - —— should reject his contract
:and not care to fulfill it, at his own convenience he can have one
month’s notice in which to. make it known, and in such a case he will
‘be required to repay the expense incurred in-passage money, cost of
%(;gli_ng him to the port for ——— which one year will be allowed to




Mr Ii/[cLane to:.Mr. Marcy
' [Ex:ract] B I,-:-'[:V " L'"- S R
' Houe Kom, Mamk 20 1854 : -L

- , 3 i T *; :\- £'S * r'. :
'.l‘he eniig a.tmn from Chme to: Ca.hforma. is greatly on the mcréase
=_'At the begmnmg of ‘this year there were eight hundred on this island,’
waiting for a passage to San Francisco, that have sirice been’ dmpatched
“At Canton passenger brokers have contracted for a very large number,
“to.be' sent forward “at various periods” during ‘the present year; this.
numiber I am told does not-fall shortof ten thousand, and. w111 be’.
- greatly increased before’ the end of the year. 'The 1mposs1b1hty of -
finding vessels to tra.nsport those who wish to go is the only obstacle
jin the way.". All the  old ships within reach Lave been purchased -ab
_enormous’ pnces, to - meet; exmtmg contracts “for transportehon of’
- pasgengers. Austraha, to-goms extent, shares -with“California - this:
- Chinese.emigration; but imuch the larger number have had the latter
destmatmn since 1851, when'thi§’ emigration commenced S
I W1Il herea,fter enlarge upon'g this eupect R "-[-‘ o~ -‘., L

: e ,.~-*,. Vo
; I ha.ve the honor to remam, th'h hlgh respect your obedlent
serva.nt i’

ROBEBT M. McLANE
-'«'_.'Hon W L MARGY ‘ . L
Secretmy qf State, Wash'mgton‘

[NO 1]

LEGATIO‘T or' 'mE Ummu Sm'ms Hom Kom}, -
S January 14 1856

A vanety of su'b.;ects': _ public . priva
—been~pressed—upen-myua.ttentmn,.pa.nﬁlctﬂa.ﬂy that’ of_;the,- e C ;
g ceohe trade,’” and I have now the 'honor of transmitting: to the de--
fent, my: pubhc ‘notification of .the “10thtf._" 28 ten’o (enclosure B)
_Lwhlch'I trust will mee¥ yo probatxon »
"youmwﬂl ‘have heard of-the 6"
‘which$wo hundred and,_forty
“inhuma® mafiner. ::When. T came,to the mvestxgav_f th
had no adequate conceptlon of :its. ‘enormities, and the' t.eng,termsm’
which-T-have described it are fully sustained by Sificial documents and
A the most rehable testlmony,»(mde’correspon&ence upon the subJect of
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emigration from Ohma, presented, by command of her MaJesty, to the
_ House of Commone, 1853 a.nd House of Lords 1855. )

*
I have the honor to remam, su', very respectfully, your obedlen"
serva.nt,

E | | | PETER P.ARKER
Lo HOII. -W. I’J‘; MARC’Y,j T ‘ '
 Secretary of State.

‘ Pubhc Not@ﬁcatwn

-The undermgned commissioner and mmlster plempotentlary of the
United States of Amerlca. to China, in accordance with instructions of
“his government, in relation to the so called coolie trade, “‘publicly to
~discountenance the same on his arrival in Chma, issues thls pubhc
notlﬁcatlon to all;whom it may ¢oncern: :

‘Whereas, the lnstory of the traffic in Chinese coohes, as carned on
in vessels of the’ United States and under other flags, during the past
few years, is replete with illegalities, immoralities, and revolting and
inhuman’ atrocities, strongly resembling those of the African. slave
trade in former years, some of them' exceeding the horrors of the
‘middle passage,”’ women and children having been’ botght for the
purpose, and othérs ot merely seduced under false pretences, igno-:
rant of their destination, but-some forcibly abducted and violently
borne to countries unknown to them, never to return ; and not only’
by the ancient  statutes of the Chinese empire, but by recent proclag
ination, the imperial government hag prohibited the same, threafgsis:
ing with death the ‘“brokers, hardened mlscreents who impose upon
the people and seduce them to their destruction;’’ and whereas, the
‘correspondence cf the imperial government . with.. this legation has
evinced its strong digapproval of the” traffic; descnbmg it in terms
which place it upor@”@ level with the slave trade itgelf ;- and, admit~
ting the trade proper per se, it has been carried on in localities where.
Joreign trade is not permitted by any treaty,.and is therefore dllegal ;
.and the foreign name has been rendered odious by this traffic, hun-
dreds and . thousands of lives- having ‘been inhumanly sacrificed, not-
perhaps intentionally, but nevertheless they have been sacrificed; and _‘
in some instances, in & manner. than which nothing more revoltxng
can be conceived, whilst others who have survived have scarcely beep.
more fortunate ; a,nd whereas, the amicable relations of the two g&#
ernments are bemg jeopardized, and honorablaéand lawful commerce
'imperilled, and even tlll)e lives of those engaged in the inhuman pursuit.
Kave been exposed to the, yengédnca:of those whose relatlons or frichds
have been bought, kxdnaﬁped or grossly deceiyed, in the progress of
the%oohe tra.de, the undermgned therefore, -calls upon all c1txzens of
the UnitediBtates to desigt from. this ifregular an immoral traffic;-
and makes known to all whom it may concern, the high disapproba-
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.' tlon thereof of the o'overnment of the Umted States, and forewarns, '
-all ' who may hereafter ‘engage “therein, that they will not only forfeit
“the protection of their government while so doing, in whatever con-
‘sequences. ‘they may be involved, but, furthermore, render themselves -
é:able .to the. heavy. pena,ltles to whlch the: traﬂic, 1f as ‘hltherto jn
ome instances conducted, may expose them. " '
_ - This notification’ respects the ‘“coolie trade” in contra.dlstmctlon to, ,
.volunta.ry emigration of Chmese adventurers between these there .
' gxlsts & wide difference.- g .
Regula.tlons for the: busmess of furmshm Chmese labor 1o coun-,.
tries that may desire the same, and for affordi ing. facilities to: Chinese .
wvoluntarily disposed. to render -such service, in prov dmg ‘outfit and .
‘passage, and means 3 nd -freedom of Feturn - at, their option, may be-
subject of futute treaty stipulation gngovern ent arrangement on the
part of western nations and China.” : -\ /""" .
The United States consils will be: instFucted to: convey copxes of tlne '
-5 notlﬁcatmn 40 the proper Chinesé authorities.at the five ports. -
leen under my hand and seal of oﬁce/thts‘I(Iﬁh da.y of J anuary,:, _

/ s PETER PARKER

| T No 30

Mr Gzllmer %M- Mmcy .
S Cousumm OF- TIIE Umm Sm'res OF AMERICA, R
Ly e Bakm, Febmaryl 1856.,

TSR I Bave the honor to enclose the cc-nsular returns for, the- quarter
. endlh'g 31st December, 1855, .and’ to. a,cknowledve the regsipt of the
Volume of the ‘‘Siatutes-at Large,” commencmg w1th tf,'__t-. Secor nd ‘sess
sion of: the thirtg_firird Congress. SRR e
‘g:T'have ngw to advise, that a schooner of 122 14 1 »den, mth the ‘
Iime ‘“ Mary E. Smith,” of New. Orleans;: patited. on her: sterx"
“Which™ 1eft the wharf in Boston on the night' of the 25th -August;"
- 1855, (ownedby-Vincent -D.-Cranotichs;)-in spite of the-endesvors of
_the-collector—of ‘said port to detain her asa suspicious. craft, destined-
- for'the slave trade; has completely verified the. suspicions. thenattached :
. to her; she was brought into this. port on -tHe 29th ultime, a prizeto.
_the; Bramha.n ‘brig-of-war- *¢ Olinda;"’ ‘with over 3’70 slaves on-board, -
£h ’..ing been. captured at :the port of St. ‘Mattheos; in the province: of :
irito.Santo; to the south-of this; from what I can learn at:present;
Hewould: appesr that: “Foversl : a.ttempts ‘had -been made toland. the.
.-sl&ves at different points. on the’ coast, _but; to'the credit’of the Bra-.
. zilian: a.uthontaes ahd-p ople, were in everg. mstanee repelled f-f"the_;.
'-moxtahty among.-the slaves on board has:begr ‘dreadful, and the -
“.vivors are: represented as little better than® movmg skeletons~ - ¥ -.:
Thxs a,ﬁ‘elr présentl the :ﬁo&t hornble and dxso'racefu.l featnreof any X

PN “
B 43,,‘.- .
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which ever camé under my observation, and it is aggravating to
think that a foreign scoundrel, covered with the mantle of an Amer-
-ican citizen, should have had it in his power so to disgrace the flag of
our country. . . SRR o

-At present, I have no further particulars to communieate, but have
- informed Mr. Trousdale, our minister at Rio de'Janeiro, of the facts®
~for.whatever. action he may think properto adopt, or direct me to
adopt in the premises. ‘ ' ‘ :

~ The president of this province has not yet informed me officially of
the case, but no doubt he will do so;"in the meantime, I can see. no
-tangible motive for interfering officially, as the vessel was captured
within Brazilian jurisdiction, and not on the high seas.

I have honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

o . . o .- J.8. GILLMER,

-Hon., Wriuiam L. Marcy, de., de., dc. . ~ L

- h . N .
—————— .
Y el

_ | No. 31.-
. - M?, Gillmer to ]![r }Z'{arcy.
" CoNSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMER];CA, o
W s e Bakia, February 12, 1856.
. Sr: Since my communication jof 1st instant, copy of which is in-
closed, I received a note from Cranotich; the English and spelling .
hardly to be understood, as follows: - - L

. . “Mr. GruMors, Unoid St. Consul, . - o
¢¢1 been very glad siny to day no hospital of Bahia, my respt. Ber-

balho priRgs, Febb. 6, 1856. o -
Lo .~ “VINCENT D, CRANOTICH,
L Capp. of Se. Mary E. Smithy Neiw Orleans.”’ "

Of which I took ¥o notice. P ﬁ?
The Africans were landed, and the following appeared in the news-
per, ‘‘Diario .da Bahia,”” of 8th instant: (Translation.) ‘‘Captured.
- Africans.—We'are informed, by 'a competent person, that the mortal-
ity has risen to 106, including some who died on the water. The
large number of deaths the past few days is not surprising, in conse-
-quence of the breaking out of maculo and cholera. It isg8id that the
place of deposit chosen for these unhappy people is not good, and PLo-~
bably not one will escape. - Seeing that the number of deaths increase -
daily, many haye been sent to the hospital, to die within & few hours, - .
-and of those existing, it is believed, few will escape.” .
. 1 also see, by anotheryparagraph in the newspaper, that Cranotich -
15%!1 Austrian by birth7"bnt a naturalized citizen of the United States,
afd that he served some years since as chief ‘officer in one of the Bra-
zilian steam packets, running along this céast. ~ = . .. - . .
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' The whole aﬁ'alr seems to have originated in Rio- de J aneiro, and it
is reported that five other vessels have been prepared for this traﬂic,
in a similar manner to the schooner ‘*Mary E, Smith.”” = -

_The president of this province has not yet seen fit to appnse me
officially of the case. =~
1 have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedlent gervant,

J. 8. GILLMER, C’onsul

Hon Wisiax L. MARCY ‘

. Secretary of State Qf the Umted States, W dishington.



