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SECREﬁRY OF STATE

IN COMPLIANCI’ WITH

A resolutwn of the Senate of Ap'nl 24 ca.llmg for mformatzon relatwe
. to the coolie i'rade

.vc.us'r.S, 1856.—Read, ordered to lie on the table and be printed. -

To the Scnate of the Umted States

 The Secretary of State has recewed the resolution ot the. Senate of
the 24th of April, 1856, by which he ¢ is directed to furnish the Sen-
ate any documents, papers, or other information to be found in his
department, tending to show the extent to which the transportation
of laborers is now bemfr carried on from the continent of Asia or any
of the Asiatic islands, to English or Spanish colonies in America, or
to the Chincha Islands, whether said laborers be termed slaves, coolies,
or apprentices. - Also, any information in his department tending to
show the manner in which said laborers are treated during transpor-
tation, and after arrival in the countries into which they are 1mported
together with statlstlcs showmg the sacrifice of human life resultmg
from said traffic.””

"By the President’s permission, the becretary of State has the honor
to transmit the papers mentioned in the subjoined list, which, with the
papers transmitted to the House of Representatwes on the 19th of
May last, a copy of which is hereto annexed, and those which. have
herctofore been communicated to Congress, contam, as is believed, all
the information in the possession of the department, on the subJect of
the resolutxon, which it is deemed expedient to communicate.

All whxch is respectfully submitted.

. W. L. MARCY.
DEPABTM.ENT OF STATE, Washmgton, August 2, 1856.
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' port of the Secretary of State, in reoard to S _
the slave or coolie trade, w1th accompamments . May 19, «

'__'Mr ‘Robeftson. to Mr. Marcy

‘[‘Id 198.] COVSULATE OF THE Unren Sm'm, »
o ‘ Havana, April 14, 1855.
Sm 1 ﬁnd that l have omltted to report, in any previous commu-
‘nication to you, the arrival here, recently, of a large English ship
with four hundred Chinese immigrants. This is the first lot of a
‘number expected under acontract for 7,000 to 8;000. Iamtold thatother
_contracts are made, and as the price has risen from $120 to $170, and
the immigrants are taken as fast they arrive, it is more than hkelyi
that a very large number will be imported. Amongst those already
here are a number of pirates, that were taken prisoners and sold to-
the contractors; of this fact I have positive intelligence. = -
‘Information has been brought to me this mormng of the landmg
of a cargo of negroes from Atnca, at - Ba.hla. Honda. = -
x Ox * o x XN * * %

1 have the honor to ‘be, sxr wnth great respect, your obedlent»‘

serva.nt
WM “H.. ROBERTSON )
' ~ Acting Consul.
Hon WILLIAM L. Marcy, = '
Secretary of State of thc Um(ed Stales, Wash'mgton



 SLAVE AND:COOLIE"TE'ADE.' 8
Mr Robertson to Mr Marcy A

'[No 205 ] ) COWSULATE OF “THE U\m'w SrArm,
o | - Havana, June 3, 1855.

Sm You will see by the Journals of this city that another large
Engltsh shlp has arrived the past week with 700 Asiatics—at the
same time two minor cargoes of Yucatanese have come in—these
‘being the first arrivals of a second contract wnth Santa Anna. for
110,000 by a highly respectable house.

It i reported that news has reached here of the arrival of Tmas,
Count of Pozos Dulces, with Domingo Goiconria, at ‘London, and of
‘the great reception they had from the abolitionists. If true, you wx]l
of course, know something of the report. ~ .-

Negroes continue to land in different parts of the lsland -
* * % x k. %k % * * . k. k%

* ;*""'*-_ x . x % #' * * * % k%
I have ‘the honor to . be 8ir, w1th greut reqpect, your. obedlent

servant
- WM H. ROBERTSON .
o ' Actmg OOnsul
Hon Wn.m.m L. Mmcy | |
Secretary qf State qf the Umted States, Washmgton

Mr Robertson to M Mamy

[No 235 ]' S T Cousurum: OF THE Um'mn Svames,
I -~ Havana, dugust 6, 1855.

Sm: The subJect of 1mm10ratlon into this is;and is daily beeommg-
‘more worthy of serious conmderatxon - There seems to be a rage at
this time for s eculatmg in Chinese; and from reccnt evelopments,
the trade, whlc% gives enormous proﬁts, is engaging tle attention of
the first commerclal houses and largest capitalists of this city.
Chinese are coming in fast; and, according to reliakle information
given me, these laborers are, on some plantatxous, treated no better
and even worse than negro slaves. This immigration of Chinese
does mot; however, for the. present, diminish the trade in African.
negroes, "which are imported in large ‘numbers, brought, many of
them, to the environs of the city and sold, in a measure, openly-

Such are the quantities, that pnoes have become much reduced.
* . o® % % * L I S U DR A S

*' O T N T T A T I S R N
One entire cargo of the Chinese. late]y introduced were pu'a.tes on

the coast of China, and no doubt most. of them bad characters.
I have the honor to be mr, with grea.t respect and esteem, your

obedlent serva.nt
, WM H. ROBERTS()N
' Actmg C’onsul

Hon Wn.um L. MABCY ‘
_ Secretary of,, State of the Umted States Washmgton
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Mo Roberlson to Mr Marc 2

[No. 2443 - = CONSLLATF OF TIE Umnm STATES, R
L ‘ Hawna, September3 1855
S T T . * ‘ S T _* R
Sk *x - % ** x % %

_ It is said that it has been found on plantations, where they (Chmese)
‘have been for some time and acquired the language, that an affiliation
takes place, inspiring .in the negroes great confidence in them. Ne-
roes have already been heard to remark ¢¢ Los Chinos sabei mucho,”
%he Chinese know much,) and on bemg questloned why they say so,4
‘the reply is again, ¢ The Chinese know much; they know everything."”
Ttis thought that though this may appear tuﬂm it is very.signifi-
-cant, and. gives great uneasiness, bt at the same ‘time it is believed
that nothmcr will siop the trade now, as it is thrown open to any one,
and the s eculatlon too tempting to be resisted, however dangerous to
“the island. Subsequently, 1n a conversation. w1th one of the leading
‘capltahsts, who, I know, had sent out an agent to procure 10,000
Chinese, I asked him if he did not believe the importation would be
dangerous to the island, he rephed ¢¢ Yes, if they continue to brmg n
‘such as they are now mtroducmg ‘He assured me that he had in-
structed his agent to get them from the interior, which would be of a
better class. I do not believe, however, that his will be any better
than those heretofore imported. This class of laborers will be brought
in to an immense extent so long as $70 or $80 profit per head can be

reallzed The people of the 1s1and do not appear to see the danger
* ) . _ -k

% __*'. * »* E * * * *x .
I have the honor 0 bu sn- ~with. great respect your obedlent ser-

vant
. VVM H ROBERTSON
C ' _ ' ' Actmg C'onsul
Hon Wn.mm L. MARCY ‘
Secretary qf Stale qf ﬂm Umted Stales, Waskmgton

Mr Roberlson to Mr Marcy

| [No‘ 279'] o . Covsm.u'a o TiE UNITED STATES,
: | Havana, November 7, 1855.

" Sm: 1 ba.ve not alluded for some time to the continued 1mportat10n
_of slaves in the island from Afrlca, because it has ceased in a greaf
degree, from its frequency, to excite comment. The continued reports
" of cargoes landed in various parts of the island seem extraordxnary
- One who watches this traffic with considerable interest estimates the.
‘number landed at 5,000 within the last three months. There seems
‘now to be no check. whatever to the trade, and T have good reason to
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‘ beheve that—oppomtmn etther from the Spamsh or Bntxsh government
“has ceased so far as this island is concerned—the continuation of the
trade is ev1dent]y on the increase, and this, with the contracts existing
for the coming _year of Chinese, estimated at 40,000 to 50,000, will
furnish a large increase of laboring hands. Whether it will conduce
to the advantage and profit of the island or not the future will decide.

. I remaln, sir, with much respect your obedient servant,
| x WM H. R*JBDRTSON
| ) Acting C'onsul
: Hon WILLIAM L. MARCY o
" Sccretary Qf State qf tke Umted States, Washmgton

M'r Robertson to Mr Marcy

[No. 283'] Lo CO‘IQULATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
| o ‘ - Havana, November 12, 1855.
_ Sm I take the hberty of send*nO‘ you in the dispatch bag w1th this
a work by Mr. Torrente, one of the Spanish exponents, who was sent
to Spain by General Cafiedo, formerly captain general of Cuba, soon
after the African apprenticeship system was propoaed here. My atten-.
“tion has been called to it #s confirming all that I have written to the
‘department on the subject, but which was suspended ‘in consequence
of the alarm sounded by the Union’” at Washington. I am led to
_beheve that the scheme is now about to be rev1ved under the limita-
‘tion to serve for eight years. I cannot at this tlme, however, give
“vou further particulars, but think I shall be able to do so very shortly
- With much respect, su', your very obedient servant, -
, WM. H. ROBERTSON o
_ Actmg C'cmsul
Hon Wn.I.IAM L Magcy,
Secretary qf State qf the Umted States, Washmgton )

Mr Robertson to Mr. Marcy

:[No 17] - . CO\SULATE oF THE UNITED Smus, :'_ '
‘ o ' Havana, February 7, 1856. .

1Sm I had the honor to receive, on the 3lst, your dispatch of 2181:
u timo.

On the 31st I recelved a commumcatxon, dated 98th ultimo, from
the captain general, embodymg a copy of a:letter addressed by his
‘excellency, through his political secretary, to William Winn’s brother,
at New York, wherein they are informed that the captain general of
~Cuba has no authonty to remit penalties imposed by the courts of
‘Justxce ‘that. the utmost he can do is to suspend vhe penalty of death,
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in certain (ases, until the sovereign’s w1]1 be receiv ed and to remit
one third of the penalty after one Talf of it has been underﬂone, pro-
vided such a course be Justified by the good behavior of the prisoner.
His excellency further gives to expect that if Winn behaves well that
benefit w1ll be extended to him. I presume that Chauncey will be
treated in the same manner, under like circumstances. The latter
wrote, a few days since, from the Isle of Pines, stating that both he
and Winn were well treated and’ allowcd to move freely, though still
under the eye of a guard.

‘The discussion as to the w«pectnve merxta of Clunese and African
immigration is going on in the public prints. See ¢ Prensa de la
Habana ,” of the 2d and 6th instants. I am assured by reliable autho-
rity that the question of the propriety of permitting the introduction
of African apprentices was. referred to the Junta de Fomento (board of
improvements) for their opmlon, whlch boa.rd returned an adee un-
favorable to the scheme. -

I have the honor to be, sir, w1th hwh 1espect )oux obedient servant,
: W’\I . ROBERTSON, |
‘ - Acting Consul.

Hon ‘WiLttay L. Marey, o . '

Secretary of State Qf ‘the United btates, Woshington.

Thomas R Ron{es, esq.,  United States navy, sztenant commandmg, to
: : Mr. Mm ¢y, (with enclosures.)

UNITED STATES SHIP VANDALIA,
Hong Kong, February 25, 1856

Sm I have the honor to make the followmo- commumca.tlon to the
State Depa.rtment

On the 22d of January, 1856, 1 rc.cexved orders from Commander
John Pope, senior officer and commanding the United States naval
forces on the East India station, to proceed to Manilla, to communi-
cate with the American consul, and reccive on board a number of
American seamen who had been left there under a charge of mutiny ;
also to make it my especial duty to acquaint myself with the particu-
lars in relation to a tragical affair, said to have taken place on board
the American Chinese coolie ship ¢ Waverly,” and if it is desired,
and compatible with what may have already taken place in regard to
the trial of the parties, to send them to the United States; to receive
them on board for that purpose; being careful that all necessary in-
formation and proof be furnished in accordance with the law (article
35th), of 1nstruct10m from the Statc Department in reference to this
matter.
~ On my arrival at the port of Mamila., I called on the a.uthorxtles, in
company with Mr. H. N. Palmer, acting American consul, to get all
the information I could in reference to the Shlp Waverly, ’and to see
what could be done for the officers and crew ; I was informed that the
trial had been delayed on account of sxckness of witnesses; and that
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nothm« oﬂicrally could be gwcn to me upon the matter, as it was
‘ avalnst the Spanish laws to make anything known until the evidence

had been- taken on the part of the government ; then the counsel for
“the accused would be allowed to have all the proceedmoq for the pur-

pose of making u written defence for cach one. '

- I proposed, could such a thing be arranged, that I would take all
the officers and crew on board tlus ship ; take or send them to the
United States to be tried. - This I was told would be 1mpossrble that
‘nothing could be done without authorlty ﬁom the Spa.msh govern-
ment at Madrid,

I have the honor to enclose to you a commumeatmn which I made
to his excellency the commandant gencral of maxme, which T hope'
may meet the approval of the department -

‘I would wish to impress upon the depar tment ehould it be the in--
tention of the government of the United States to open a correspond-
~ence with the Spamsh government at Madrid, through our minister .
in Spain, relative to the officers and crew of the “\Vaverly, as Iam -
sure the case will make slow progress in the court, and, therefore, I

recommend that it be done at the earliest possible day '

Sufficient time will be given for the two gover nments to commum-
cate, and theauthorities at Manilla to hear froin Madrid, before a final
decision in the case should have been made ; and should authority be

-received, the prisoners will be handed over to the first American man-
of-war that should visit the port to be dealt w1th accordmrr to the
Jaws of the United States. ' 4

- Unofficial information obtamed by me, durmv my stay at Mamlla,‘
was such as to make me believe the authoritics would be much pleased.
to get the case out of their court, hand over the accused and all the
-evidence in the case to the government of the United States. From
the same information, I am fearful the. sentence in several cases Wlll.
be very severe, if not that of death. -
I was informed that the mate, seventeen of the crew, nine Chmese,
and three malays, men belonvmcr 10 the ship ¢““Waverly,”” were con-
fined in prison; the mate. and a number of the others’ would be trled ﬁ
the evidence bemo- strong against them. . '

I think it would be advrsa.ble should our government taLe any
steps in this case, that the Amerlcan consul at Ma.dnd should be noti-
_‘ﬁed of the same. -

In reference to the case of C W. Jefferson, of the Peruvran shrp
Teresa Terry, I refer you to the commumcatlon from the Amerlcan '
consul.

I have the honor to be, sir, vers respectfully, your obedrent servant .
: _ THOMAS R. ROOTES, '
| qutenant commandmg
' Hon W. L. MAROY, )
~ Secretary of State, Wa,shmgton, D. 0
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CoNSULATE oF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
‘ - FOR THE PHILIPPINE IsLaNDs, =~
Manilla, February 15, 1856.

Sir: 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu-
nication, dated February 11th, announcing your arrival in this port,
and informing me of the object of your visit, viz: First. To obtain
all particulars relating to the tragical affair which occurred on board
the American ship ¢“Waverly’’ in October last. Second. To receive
on board the mutineers from the ship ‘“Huriboldt.”” Third. To in-
quire into the case of Jefferson, late master of ti.ec Peruvian barque

Teresa Terry. o o o
In accordance with your desire 1 hasten to place before you all the
facts relative to the ship ¢ Waverly,”” and of the melacholy occurrence
which took place on board, as far as T have been able to gather from
unofficial sources. The ¢ Waverly,”” bound from Swutoo to Callao
with 450 Chinese coolies, arrived here on the 25th of October. Cap-
tain Wellman having died a few days before, and the mate not
thinking it prudent to proceed on this voyage without another officer,
put into this port to obtain one. On his arrival she was visited as
usual by the port captain, and through some misunderstanding
between Mr. French, the acting captain, and the government inter-
preter, it was reported that the vessel had . dysentery on board, and
this, added with the fact of the remains of Captain Wellman being
still on board, alarmed the authorities, and the ship was placed in
quarantine by the board of health. The day following she was
ordered to Cavito (about six miles distant) to undergo observation,
and that such measures should be taken with regard to her as the case
required.. On the 27th the sad catastrophe occurred, particulars of
which arc detailed in the following extract of the entry in the log-
book, made by Captain French himself; and which do not vary from

the principal facts of the case, as currently reported. - -

[Extl;il(ﬂ.. ﬁ'om.:log b()ok of Shlp 6% \!Va‘ve.rly."’] o

¢ Saturday, October 27.—This day commenced with licht winds
from the northward, and fine pleasant weather. At 6, a. m., com-
menced heaving up the anchor and made all sail and proceeded down
towards Cavito, where we came to anchor at 10, a. m., in 4} fathoms
water for the port anchor, and 25 fathoms chain. The vi:it came off
and told me to bury Captain Wellman’s body. At 11, a. m., the
coolies’ cooks came off and refused to cook any longer, without they
could get their wages paid down every month. I promised I should.
do all I could when I got on shore ; but that would not satisfy them,
and all the coolies came aft for the intention to kill me and Mr. Weeks.
I got the men all aft and got the arms on deck, and they commenced
to show fight. I killed about four or five, and drove them all down
below, in between decks.. In the afternoon, at 3, p. m., I was obliged
to get water on deck. I went down and found they had broke the
lock on the cistern hatch and had got hold of some of the provisions.
There was one of them which was very impudent and I killed him.
At 4, p. m., I found they were breaking off the forward hatch; and
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two of them stood on the steps ; trled with-all theu' strength to come
on deck, but I shoved them down again and shut the hatches on again.
Watched the ship inside and out. At S8, p. m., set the watch, “With
‘one officer and six men. I think I should have no trouble with the
‘coolies if I only had a good interpreter and doctor for them on board,.
for that is the greatest ‘trouble for carrying coohes, and by ha.vmg had
lots of Chinese on board is very fatal.””
¢ Sunday, October 28.—All "this day lwht airs and ﬁ ae pleasant_
weather. At 12, midnight, between the Mth and 28th Cctober, took
‘off the hatches for to let the coolies come on deck again. Got some
lanterns and went down myself for to get them up; but to our great
astonishment, found that they had murdered one another They had
“broken the bars of the hatches and broke two or three of the after
bunks down, which they had used for weapons. It was an awful
sight to look at ; some were hanging by the neck, some were shoved
down into the tanks, some had their throats cut,. and the greater part
~of them were strangled to death. I went to work and took all the
bodies on deck and provided some water for the living ones, which
were all the poorest and sickliest on board the ship. At 3, p. m., the
government steamer came down and anchored a cable’s len gth from
us, and sent her two large boats alon "s1dc for to dlscharve the dead
bodies into. - Got throuvh by 10, p. n

The first news was brouvht to thrs place by a clerk of Messrs.
Matic, Mounchacatone & Co. ., - agents of the ¢ Waverly,”” who, on
learning what had taken place on board, came immediately and in-
formed his employers, and they, foreseemo the fatal consequences hl\ely
to result from confining so many men in the tween decks of the vessel,
sent him immediately back to Cavito; with implicit orders to the cap-
tain to open the hatches. He arrived there at midnight, and at his
request the hatches were at once removed, where they found as be-
fore stated, that some three hundred men ha.d been suffocated. The
bodies were buried immediately by the authorities, who, after discover-
ing that there was no contagious disease on board, relieved the ship
from quarantine, and on the 6th November the officers and crew were
taken from her and placed in prison, until the affair could be legally
investigated. ~The trial is'not yet concluded, and nothing official can
be known in regard to the testimony given by the various witnesses
in the case ; but unofficially, Ilearn that when the captain went be--
low at 3o clock he was accompanied by one man only, who states
that no attempt to revolt was made, and the men were peaceable, but
that the captain, without any provocation, shot two of them with his
revolver, killing both.  Also, that whilst the coolies were in confine-
ment below, hot water was poured upon them through the seams of
the - ha.tches Captain French, -in various conversations with me,
admits this fact, but says the water was lukewarm only, and was.
done ‘‘merely to frighten them.”” The ship and the remaining
coolies (with the exceptron of nine detained as the ringleaders of the
revolt) were released by the authorities. The coolies were embarked
in the Hamburg barque'Loulsa, for Ca.llao, and the shlp proceeded to
China on the 2d instant. - 4
These are the .principal facts which have come to my knowledger
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regarding thxs horrlble tra"‘edv " lam 1nf0rmed by the Judwe of the

marine court that the. pxoceedmgs, on the part of the government, are

concluded, and ‘that in the course of a duy or two the case will be

handed over to the parties accused in order that they may prepare
%

‘their defence. * = * *‘ *ooox -
£ % X k- *._*.'* * x % x X *
1 lxavc the honor to be exr, )ours, very rcspectfully, | '
: _ "H. N. PALMI&R

: B Actmg Umted States O'Onsul
Lleut Comma.ndmo' TooMas R. Roo'ms, o
s  United Stales slup Va,ndalza ]lIamlla bay

UNI’!FD STATES Surp VAI\DALIA,
' Manmilla, February 18, 1856.

StR: I beg to commumcatc to your excellency that one of the ob-
Jjects of my visit to this port was to ascertain the state of the case
now in process against the officers and crew of the American ship
¢ Waverly,”” in consequence of the unfortunate occurrence on board
of that vessel in October last, while in this harbor, by which the.
lives of so many Chinese coolies were sacrificed.

I am informed that the Spanish laws do not permit that any official
communication be made to me upon the subject by the court here
while in the present state of the proceedings, consequently all the
information I have been able to obtain of the case i, unofficial.

T understand that the proceedings have now arrived nearly to the
point at which the accused have to undertake their defence, and I am
well satisfied that your excellency’s sense of justice and humanity,
a8 well as that of the auditor of your court, wﬂl cause every facility
to ve afforded to them for so doing. - :

The occurcnce alluded to, although it took pla.(,e in this ‘harbor,
mvolved in its consequences no subject of Spain, and should the judg-
ment of the court be unfavorable to the accused; it seems to me that
it would be_your excellency s desire that the penaltles of the law
should not be executed i in this country, where there is such a marked
distinction of race between its inhabitants and the accused, and where
the effects of the execution of such pena.ltxes might not be altogether
beneficial. -

I appeal to the. good feelmgs of your etcellency and of the audltor
of the court, and request your ‘aid in carrying out the suggestions I
rpake, w1th a vxew to place the matter before my government thhout
delay '

' Wxthout desmng to paralyze in the shghtest degree the proceedmgs
of the court, it seems to me advisable that the case should not be
pressed with the activity which the course of justice would, under or-
dinary circumstances, demand, simply in -order that txme may be
given for communications to pass between our respective governments
as to the mode of -punishment for such as may be found guilty. A
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ﬁsatlsfactory arrangement mlght thus be made, in. accordance with the
“custom among friendly nations, which would take the case from the
“court here, with full evidence and proof respecting the crime com-
mitted, leaving the punishment of the criminals to the government of
the Umted States, as being commlttcd by 1ts mtwens, and on board a
vessel bearing its flag. :
- Your excellency and the court wﬂl thus ha.ve fulfilled the 1mportant
~duty of ascertaining the truth in regard to the alleged crime, and
sentence could be passed if such shou]d be your e\cellency s desire,
in. accordance with the laws of the court under whose. cognizance the
‘case nOW Is, its execution being left to the government of the United
‘States, and thus a spectacle S0 repufrnant to your excellency, and so
prejudicial to the prestige and distinction which should be observed
between the races in these colonies, avoided.

I am persuaded that as soon as my government is mformed of the
1mpertance of the case in question it will not lose a moment in opening.
a correspondence with that of her Catholic Majesty, the consequence of
which will be to relieve your excellency and the auditor from the un-

‘pleasant duty which you otherwise might be called upon to perform.
This result, as Well as the friendly disposition which has been shown
to me by the marine authorities, will be another cause to strenothen
the friendly relations between our nations. . - '

1 shall leave this port with the hope and convmtlon that the sug-

‘gestions made will have the attention. of your excellency and the
court, and I shall not fail to address my government upon the subject
from (;hma without lnss of time, begging to assure your excellency-
that the motives which may dictate the pursuance of the course sug-
gested will be fully explained and properly appreclated by the govern-
ment of the United States, _
- The United States consul will forward this commumcatlon to yom
excellency, together with a tramslation of the same. -

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant )

: THO\{AS R. ROOTES, o
' Lqeutenant OOmmandmg
“To the CO‘\IMANDANT GrENI}RAL OF MAR[NE :

Mr Robertson to Mr Marcy T

[No. ‘44'] R CONSULATE OF THE Usirso Smms,
' S : ‘  Havana, May 7, 1856.
SIR: The Amencan chpper shlp Golden Eagle; of Boston, arrived-
here yesterday from China, with upwards of five hundred coolies ; it
isreported that she lost sixty on the passage. The ship is now in

quarantme, and therefore I have not seen the ca.ptam .

L N R ,*' D% % x %
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It has been communicated to me that upwards of six thousand ne-
groes have been landed in the island within a few weeks. ‘ :
- T have the honor to be, &c., o
R . . WM. H. ROBERTSON,
o - Acting Consul.

_H'(m.:WILLIAM'L.-_MARCf,‘ S ks _
' Secretary of State of the United States, Washinglon.

" Mr. Robertson to Mr. Marcy.
[No.14.] = - CoxsuLATE oF THE UNITED STATES, |
S o ° Havana, January 31, 1856.
‘St 1 beg leave to call your special attention to an article upon.
Chinese immigration in the Diario de la Marina, of the 26th, already
sent to the department; and to the article in the same journal of this
date, (which I enclose herewith,) in defence of African colonization.
This last article is attributed to the pen of a very wealthy and influen-
tial planter, (from old Spain,) and. clearly shows that the subject is
renewed and is a matter of public discussion now. . It is becoming an
exciting question to the planting interest, with the prospect of high
prices for sugar for some time. The planters must have laborers, and

they will have them, let the sacrifice or consequences be what they
may. You will, no doubt, read the two articles alluded to with great

interest. ' _ - o o
T * ¥ C X % I *
B T I T T . 2

1 have the honor to remain, sir, v'efy respectfully, your obedient

servant, _ . _ , :
: - WM. H. ROBERTSON, -
e ' ' “Acting Consul.
Hon. WiLLiaM L. Magcy, o o :
Secretary of State of the United States, Washington.

. [From the Diar.io de la Marina, Jg,xiuiry 3_1,_1856.] o

~The impartiality which has ever led us to open our columns to
articles of a general interest, even when they do not entirely accord
with our ideas, lays us under the obligation of inserting the commu-
nication of a respectable planter, with whose friendship we are
favored. Its object is to answer another article which we published
a few days ago. For our individual self all that we have to say is,
that it is our dearest wish that, in the full discussion to which the



_ SLAVE AND COOLIE TRADE. . 18

question is entitled, no other considerations should be had than those
which grow out of the welfare of the country, to which personal
interests and biases should vield. - B P
- ¢“Public attention in Havana must have been directed to an article
which was published in the Presa of the 23d instant and copied in the
Diario de la Marina on the 26th. Through this article may be traced
the eager desire of some men to make a defence of Asiatic immigra-
tion, whilst they oppose and hamper the introduction of the African
race. ‘ - . ‘ ‘ .
¢TI come forward, without any subterfuge, as an apologist for African
immigration. The champions of Asiatic colonization have already
set forth their reasons fur the defenceof their cause, or, more properly.
speaking, for the success of their speculation. I shall adduce mine
with the moderation and seriousness which should characterize the
discussion of questions of so high an importance. The supreme gov-
ernment in its better judgment, weighing in equal scales the general
welfare, and passing by the interested pretensions of the supporters of
both colonizations, will settle upon that which may be more accepta-
ble; and public opinion, formed on this score upon utilitarian princi-
ples, will express itself more or less in favor of this or that system ;
though in my opinion, neither should be excluded from acceptance.
Previous to opening a-defence of the introduction of Africans, I will
advert both to the praises lavished upon Asiatic immigration by its
supporters, and to the objections which they array against the African
system. ' T _
“‘In the great scarcity of hands which prostrates Cuban agriculture, I
do not say, in order to supply the pressing deficiency, that said Asiatics
should not be resorted to, but I do say, that even orang outangs should
be used, were they susceptible of domestication. If, however, it be
certain that this pressing necessity fastens the said Chinese upon the
planters at a cost by no means reasonable; if it be certain that some
of them, though not many, have professed themselves sat'sfied with
their labor and deportment, it is no less certain that infinitely greater
is'the number of those who are disgusted, although compelled to bear
with them on account of their very necessities. I even know not a
few of these planters who had desired to procure a greater number of
those colonists, and had made application to that effect, who have re-
pented their wishes and discarded the idea; preferring to leave a por-
tion of their crop. wasting in the field, and to lose & considerable
number of boxes of sugar, for want of an cffective force. o
¢“The apologists for Asiatic colonization exert themselves to prove
also that the introduction of those individuals, in the island of Cuba,
has produced no epidemic. I do not know on what ground they stand
to warrant the -assertion, when it is notorious that, with the arrival
of every expedition which has taken. place since the year 1850, the
cholera has broken out in-a greater or less degree of intensity. This
fact can be easily established by the agents of the depots at Chewera
and in the hulk, anchored in the bay; as also by many a planter,
who had the misfortune of losing, through those epidemics, as many
useful African heads as there were useless coolies introduced. The
same apologists of this race have been compelled to confess their
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viciousness; though tney say they may be turned to account by proper
management. I say that they are not only vicious, but that they
arc corrupt also. Woe to the island of Cuba, should these new
colonists, supplying the decrease of the submissive and obedient
.Africans, cventually make up a population equal to that of the slaves
at present existing on its soil! 'The fatal consequences of such a state
are so readily conceived that 1 will not stop to enumerate them. _
¢ Tt is also said that Guayana, Demerara, the island of Mauritius,
and other points of the West Indies introduce the Chinese in prefer--
ence to the African. And why so? Because the African, left to his
own free will, unsubjected to any landlord, with no compulsion to
labor, save that of hunger, satisfics the wants of nature by one or
two days’ work, spending the-rest of the week in idleness and the
dolce far nicnte—the natural state of every man who has no education,
wants or stimulants to work. 1 shall enter into more extended ex-
planations on this head, when I take up the defence of African colo-
nization. o S , : o
% Another ohjection is, that the slaves; by the alternations of labor,
in common with others of their own color, possessing greater privi-
leges than they do, might eventually become demoralized. This in-
substantial objection may be easily dispelled by a mere consideration
of.the many means, of which the planter can dispose, both to engage
said 'colonists in special works, and in the course of time to intrust
certain estates to their exclusive cultivation. It might, at first, be
necessary that they should divide their labors with the slaves.. A due
separation, however, in their cabins and their tasks, such as has been
adopted in many places with the Chinese, would prevent all incon-
venience, provided the overseers of plantations have sufficient tact and
prudence to control the one and the other set of heads. To those who
believe that th: daily stipend, paid to one set yet denied to the-other,
might breed dixcontent in the minds of the slaves, there is an obvious
answer in the fact that, even pursuing this course, the condition of
the slave would be more favorable. The coolies, receiving. but two
dollars.a month, whilst the other two dollars remain on deposit, for
purposes to be lereafter mentioned, are not so advantaged as the
African slave, whose peculium is greater, being derived from the
patches of land, granted to  him by the master, for raising poultry,
hogs, and even for planting corn. = ' ' o
. **Having already shown that nothing but the scarcity of hands could
have warranted the introduction of coolies, who, hy general consent,
are held to be a real and inevitable calamity ; having disposed of the
few and ungrounded objections against African immigration, I will
now proceed with a few reflections on the subject of the latter. I do
not believe that there is a single individual, even among the patrons
of the Asiatics, who does not award the preference which, in our cli-
mate, the Africans deserve, in cvery respect, so far as agricultural
labor is concerned ; for they aloue, beneath the burning- sun of the
tropics, can resist and even defy its intensity. No one, also, can
deny their humility, submissiveness, endurance, and strength, though
suddenly transferred from their savage state to that of a civilization,
appropriate to their nature and condition.  Now, if even those who
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have been smuggled here, v1olently torn from theu' natlve sml and
treated on board ship like bundles of goods, have readily subJected
themselves to labor and obedience ; living merrily and contentedly,
and giving proofs of uncommon faithfulness to their masters ; what

_may we not expect of those who might come in by voluntary engage-
_ ments, under a contract guarantied by the government, and with an
assurance. of the good tr eatment which they would receive in sickness.
or health, not to speak of the wages of four dollars a month, punc-
tually pald ? 1 think that if this scheme, which I had occasion_
thoroughly to examine, were carried into effect without any let or:
hinderance, the island of Cuba would soon reach the height of pros-
‘perity. Nor are we to hold in the slightest consideration the tears
~of those who apprehend that this African immigration would increase
the number of free negroes. Should the scheme ‘which I ‘advocate be-
adopted, not a single freedman of that origin would remain in the
‘island of Cuba. With the expiration of each contract, each individual
should be furnished with a passport for such point as he may select.
~This. should. be rigorously adhered to, except in cases of re-engage-
-ment ; but even thenthe new engagement should be made on the same-
condmons, ‘and under the control of a patron, removing the possi-
bility of the freedman’s being left to his own free will.

- ¢ In another view of the case, it this scheme were a.dopted in all its
bea*mrrs, it would work immense advantages to the country, indepen-
‘dent of those which would be conferred by it upon national agricul-
ture. . One of the objects of that scheme might be cmbraced in the
esta.bhshment of a bank of discount, for the benefit of planters, at a
low rate of interest and a long term of paymeut, in which the intro-
‘ducers of the Africans should not take, for their contract, a larger
share than that which the introducers of the Asiatics would take.
Let the advantages of the respective immigrations be compared, and-
‘it is not to he presumed that the island of Cuba contains a smgle
planter that does not prefer the African to the Asiatic system of colo-
nization. Although he should have to pay for the former a little
more to establish the bank of which I have spoken, he would be amply
compensated for the sacrifice which he might inake on this score..

““ As to the lazxness, so much commented upon, of the African’
colomsts (apprentices) introduced into the British West Indies, it
is easily conceived how it grows out of the system adopted by the .
English . government for the management of said colonization. As
that government has contracted so many compromises with the abo-
litionists of the slave trade, it could not help following their wishes
and complying with their requirements. As these were e of an extreme
character, it was compelled to allow said. apprentlces full liberty to-
‘work whenever they please. Hence their inertness is not to be affected
save, a8 I have already mentioned, when aroused by the call of hunger,
easily satisfied in the tropics by the avuudance of bananas and the
variety of farinaceous roots, which the negroes prefer to any other
kind of food.

‘¢ Now, as the Africans should not be admitted in the 1sland of Cuba '
except under conditions similar to those imposed for the introduction
of the Asiatics, securing to them fixed monthly wages in compensa—
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tion for a deﬁned labor, carrred on under the dxrect and reasonable
-control of a landlord there is no apprehension to be entertained from
such laziness, as it is apparent that, with the precautions pointed out,
and even through the good examples of their companions of the same
‘color, there would not be one who would refuse the performance of
feasible work This is a truth which none can gainsay.

¢t Ag it is not my intention to forestall the Judgment of exther the

government or the public in a question of so vital an importance, I
will confine myself to the few remarks which I have just made, and
reserve many others whrch may be suvgested by an opportune occa-
sion. =
“ Ha.vmg thus. deﬁned my po&ntron in this matter, as well as that of
the advocates of Asiatic immigration, an impartial pubhc cannot fail
to decide whose is the side of reason, which should ever prevail over
every isolated pretension and every speculative object. .

- “The editor of the Diario de 1a Marina will, in conclusion, be pleased
to give insertion to tlns artrcle in the columns of his paper, and
oblwe, &e., -

_ ' « 0\’E I\TLRLSTED IN AFmeA\' COLONIZATION

“HAVANA, Januar J 27 1856 : 4

‘ Petzlwn to the Queen of Spam

M.ADAM VVe ‘the planters and merchants of the 1sland of Cuba,
who subscribe this ‘memorial in our names and. in those of many ot
our friends and relations, whose momentary "absence forbids them
joining in the act, not deeming presumptuous to assume to speak for
every property holder of the country saving a very few exceptions of
clashing interests, have the honor % appma.ch the throne to enlist
your Ma;esty s attention in behalf of a great scheme of AFRICAN IM-
MIGRATION, which, as we are informed, is soon to be brought before
your Majesty, through the mstrumentahty of your captain general,
in these, your domxmons ‘a scheme Which has been devised by one of
the wealthy proprietors in this ‘island, who contributes most largely"
to the resources of the State. We allude to D. José Suarez Argudin.

This scheme being based upon the principles laid down in the
memorial which D. \Iarxano Torrente, provincial and army intendent,
published in London, in 1853, in both the Spanish and English lan-
guages, we cannot do less than support it with even our feeble efforts,
and ea.rnestly though humbly, be,, your 1} \Iajesty to vouchsafe to take
it into eonblderatlon :

~ We are aware, madam, bey ond the shadow of 2 mubt of the fa-
vorahle Teception which 1t met ‘at the hands of him who, at that
period, was your envoy at the British court, and through whose chan-
nel several copies of it were submitted to your Majesty Equally
aware are we that many others were communicated to the ministers
and . prmcxpal functionaries of that government, as also to the most
influential members of both houses ; its author giving it, at the same



SLAVE AND COOLIE TRADE. 17

txme, the widest clrcalatxon, in order that, pubhc opmlon bemg pre-'
viously. prepared the executxon of the scheme mlo'ht find fewer diffi-
“culties in its way.

_The matter was made equally pubhc in- the Umted States, a.lthough‘
some of the papers of that country gave to said memorial-—and that
not with the most. friendly intentions—a construction wxdely different
from its true spirit, gratuitously and 11100'1cally supposing that its.
‘hidden object was the substltutxon of & free for a slave populatlon in.
the island of Cuba, an absurdity which challenges a name!

The government of your I\Iajest) was also made acquainted mth‘
the eager desires which the planters of Cuba have entertained, and
which. they now, more than ever, ardently entertain to see the esta.b-'
lishment of AFRICAN IMMIGRATION, surrounded by such solid gvarantees
as it may please your Majesty to prescribe. This knowledge your
government derived, not only from the memorial referred to, but also
.' irom the efforts dlrectly made by its author, and from the individual
exertions of one of the most extensive rural proprietors of the country,
such as is D). José Suarez Argudin, who took the ﬁrst steps in this.
measure and signed the schemee already mentioned.
~ As the controlling reasons of expediency and even of necessity are-
fully explained in the scheme and memorial both, we shall not, madam, .
presume to trouble your Majesty with new practxcal 1llustrat1ons,
~which cannot but suggest themselves to your high and keen percep-
‘tions. 'We will, therefore, confine ourselves to thee expression of our deep
conviction, that no race, save the African, is competent to supply the.
deficiency of hands, with equal chances of results favorable to the:
prosperity of the island. Neither now, nor in a remote future, can
even the most suspicious mind discover any motive for distrust or fear-
in the introduction of colonists so submissive, so humble, and so obe-
dient as those individuals are and have ever been. Their a.dmlssmn
into Cuba has now become still more urgent, since the cholera, recurring
with almost every year, the smal* pox, and other diseases, which, un-
fortunately, hut too frequently invade our soil and fiercely attack the
population which is engaged in the labors of the field, go on tythin
‘and decreasing that population to such a degreé that, with the rapi
decrease which it cannot but experience, ‘and which the best efforts of
those interested, whether on the score of humanity or of interest,
‘must fail in checkmg, the wealth of this prosperous island will feel a
corresponding decrease; nunless efhcaclous and counteractmo- means be
promptly adopted.

Among those means, madam, none can be found better calculated
for the end in view than the 1mportat10n of African colonists, ex-
perience having proved that the other races; including the white race,
‘have been far from realizing the beneficent mtents of your government,
that had authorized their mtroductmn .

We, therefore, most humbly beg your Majesty that it may be
‘pleased to grant the permission which we solicit, for the introduction
into the island of Cuba, by way of an experiment, forty thousand
colonists from the coast of Africa, as has been done with most satis-
factory results in others of the Antilles, hoping that your Majesty
will order those terms and condltmns which may sult her lngh pleasure’

Ex. Doc. 99—2 ‘
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and conciliate and harmonize private interests, without giving rise to
‘complaints on the part of other nations, an end which, with the
antecedents already established, may be easily attained; for they
must have in a great degree removed the most formidable obstacles
‘which, at first sight, 1.xight have opposed the success of so important
an undertaking. . =~ = - e
We appeal for this high favor, which may well be considered as the
sole anchor of our hope, and which we doubt not we shall find in the
gracious heart of your Majesty, ever disposed to protect and advance
‘national wealth, and especially the wealth of this privileged soil and
royal domain, generally held to be the brightest jewel in the crown
of Castille, which so worthily encircles your Majesty’s brows. '
~~  Madam, at your Majesty’s royal feet. =~
~ Havawna, dpril 24,1856. =

"(No."54.]- " CoNSULATE ®F THE UNITED STATES,
B - . Havana, June 16, 1856.
- SmR: * * o * *x * % k. % *x o x - 0%

The English ship ‘“ Hope '’ arrived here day before yesterday from
China, via Saint Helena, with 452 Chinese. @© = '

0k . x % x % x %  x * * k.
I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient ser-
vant; - SK . WM. H. ROBERTSON,
o - S . ‘ - Acting Consul.

Hon. WiLtiam L. Marcy, ' R

- Secretary of State of the United Stafes,'sthiﬂgton. .

Mr. Robertson to Mr. Marcy.

[No.56.] " 'CoxSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
o ' S Havana, June 26, 1856.

- Sm: I have the honor to draw your attention to the Havana Offi-
cial Gazette of the 24th instant, (herewith enclosed,) on the first page
of which you will see a circular of the captain general to the various-
lieutenant governors of the island on the subject of registration of
slaves. A translation of that document I accompany with this. You
will find also in said paper two semi-yearly returns of slaves regis-
tered last year—that is, of slaves for whom tickets or certificates were

-issued ; and as law requires that all slaves shall be registered and cer-
tificates obtained for them, it is to be presumed that the two state-
ments (especially the one for the second half year) profess to give the
number of slaves existing in Cuba in 1855. o -

~ According to those statements, there were at the termination of the
first six months 374,806 slaves of all ages, of whom 226,059 were

‘males, and 148,747 were females, owned by 45,253 proprietors.



SLAVE AND COOLIE TRABE. = 19

The proportion of males and females in the to wns, as appears m
sald statement bemg-— :

. Males - - Females.

Able hodled upwards of 12 years and under 60 - 24,155 - 28,280
Disabled, urwards of 12 years and under 60 - .79 429
Under 12 years - . - . - - 7 000 7,609
-1 206 . 1,233

OverGOyears - e -

33, 140.'-' 37 551,'

" The proportron in the country upon plantatlons was as follows '
Males.  Females.

Able bodled upwards of 12 and under 60 146,731 175,346
Disabled, upwards of 12 and under 60 1,550 ‘921

Under 12 years -

33,876 30,048
Over 60 years - é -

10,762 4,875
192,919 111,196

For the certlﬁcates or trckets of reorstratlon issued in those six
‘months the government recovered the followmg amounts

CITIES AND 'I’OWNS

1st class, at $1 00 each 52 435 slaves '$52,4.354_ 00

ad ¢ 12) « _18 266 « - . 2,282 00
o - 54,717 00
. , PLANTATIONS S
One class only, 12} cents each 304,115 slaves o -.- 38 '01:4 373
| Total ‘-_ R 92731 37;

Accordmg to the returns for the last six months of 1855, the num-
ber of slaves in the island deceased 8,243, notwrthstandmg births
and importations, to wit: total number, 366 563 of all ages; of whom
218,565 were males, and 147,998 were females, owned by 49 136 pro- '
_pnetors -

The proportron of males and females, hemg—

IN CITIES AND TOWNS

‘Males.  Females.
_Ahle upwards of 12 years, under 60 - - 22,616 . 26,561
Ur ahle, o120 ¢ 60 - - 967 475
Under 12 years - - - - - - 7,083 7,976
Over60 ¢ - -« -« - - - 1,021 1,117

31,687 36,128
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UPON PLANTATIOVS

- "Males. ' Females.

Able bodied, over 12 years, under 60 - - 140,946 75,269

Disabled, =~ ¢« 12 ¢« 60 - - 1,257 627

Under 12 years - - - - - - 34150 = 31,633
Over 60 « - - - - - - 10,525 4,341

186,878 111,870

" For the tickets or certificates 1ssued the government collected the
followmg sums: . :

CITIFS AND TOWNS

Ist class, at $1 00 each 49,177 slaves - - - $49 174 00

.2d e : l"é o 18638 ‘“ e 2329 75

o | " PLANTATIONS. o

One class only, 12§ cents each, 498 748 slaves - 37,343 50
 Total - - . - - .- < - 88850 2

'Add amount recovered in ﬁrst six montbs - - 92,731 373

Gra.nd total for the year - _;'-'_ - 181,581 62}

Whlch added to the aggrevate levied for tickets to emanczpados,
free negroes, C'hinese, and Yucatanese, it will be perceived that cédulas
are a respectable source of revenue to the government, .

Very little reliance can be. placed, however, on those- statements
it is notorious that a large number of negroes upon plantaticns are_
concealed, with or without the connivance of the local authorities.
Of this General Concha seems to be well aware~hence his strict in-
structions in the circular. His excellency appears, likewise, to be sus-
picious that there are large numbers of tickets out for negroes that do
not exist, and which were obtained to prepare for future importations
from Africa. I have sometime since advised you of the sales of newly
imported Africans, with their cédulas and Jeées de bautismo, (certificates
of baptlsm,) to this statement the captam general’s words glve a
quam confirmation.

General Concha appears to be qmte anxious to put down the slave
trade heretofore I do not think that his efforts have wholly met with
success ; hereafter the decrease in the number of hands will raise their
price, and the avarice of the traffickers will drive them to bring car-
goes, in spite of all risks. If the new scheme for importing African
apprentices is approved of by the home government, as it is said to
be by the British government, then there would be no fear of Cuba
bemg short of laborers. both of the class of sla.ves and tha.t of ap-

prentices.
I have the honor to remain, with cons1deratnons of high respect,

sn', yonr obedlent servant,
WM H. ROBERTSON
Acting Consul.

' Hon. Wa. L. Maxcy,
Secretary of State of the Umted States, Washmgton
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[Transla.ﬁori.]

Circular from the govemor general of Cuba to the various lzeutenant
' go'vemors of ihe island. = _

'OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR, CAPTAIN (xh\'ERAL, SDPERI\TENDENT GENEBAL,
DELEGATE OF THE EXCHEQUER OF THE EVER FAITIIFUL ISLAND OF CUBA

Gm ERNMENT SECRETARY S OFFICE S
Havana, June 18, 1856.

Iecall your attention to the txckets or certificates (cedula,s) of regis-
tratlon of slaves, to the end that there be accompanied to your returns.
the necessary informetion and remarks that w111 enable proper deduc-
tlons to be drawn from them. :

. One of the most important cases tha.t you must make clear with
your explanations. is, that of the remarkable difference between the
total or partial result from one half year to another, or from year to
year, inasmuch as to estimate the same properly it is convement to
know from what source that differsnce proceeds ; if it is the effect of
some special cause of mortality; if industry has assumed some new
direction ; where the slaves that occasioned the increase proceeded
from, and other analogous circumstances. -

It is likewise 1mportant to know as nearly as possible what is the
proportion betwixt males and females in each town, or in each plan-
tation, on an average; what is the mean and approximate number of
children of the two sexes, the proportion of each sex, in the same
town or estate, and other elements conducing to estlmate and calcu—
late the movement of this slave population.

And lastly, you must explain and determine, with the precision.
and data that you may be able, all and each one of the deductions
which these documents may be used for under their statistical aspect.
“You will be particular to state whether you believe that in the register
are included all the negroes of your district, and if such be not the
case, make a calculation or estimate of such as shall have been con-
cealed, specifying as nearly as you may the ages and sexes, and ex-.
plammg the means that parties interested avail themselves of for such
concealment, and how those means may be frustrated. You must
also fix your consideration upon the possibility and modes employed
that the tickets or certificates represent a number of slaves not exist~
ing to prepare the introduction of ozal negroes, and defeat the action
of authority on persecuting the same, all with the character of an
official report, independently of what in each special case may be or
hfg.ve been determined for purposes appertaining to the administration
of justice. ‘

l]&ll these observatlons you will make on forwa.rdmg the statement
for the half year that will terminate with this month, taking asa
point of comparison those of the two ha.lf yearly returns of the last -
year. , ‘

God preserve you many years

‘CONCHA.
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Statemeht- showing the number of certificates of security
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of slaves issued during the first siz months of 1855.
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COUNTRY CERTIFICATES,

One class only at one real.

"Able bodied of over 12 | Invalids of .over | Minors of 12 years|  Adults of 80 years and .
years and under 60. 12 years and and under. ' ‘. over. - S P
- - under 60. - - ' 2 8
e = 5 : : —— ) &g
f B ‘B St Se
B I L ©
. . B R s | E
g | S0 o s |Blatal8sig)d T | 8|3
@ - ] - -] — ] - 3 -
= g E |2 (el&g |2 |22 g | 31 B E 2
C] C} 3 i G
2 |&]| &  2A|&|& |2 | &8 R |& 8|S | & | &
8,283 1,780/ - 5,068] 'sﬂ 17| es6 - 615 1,271| 832l 196 528 840
458|218 86.unis|oencfouen) 281 64 B85 G5 1§ 88 819
738 205 1,088 5 8| | 203 146/ 848 184 ss| 172 670
2,637 1,780 4,861 80 48| 129 1,187 80| 1,997 869 177 546 959
96,971/15,445| 41,716 961 188|  450( 5,844) 5,32610,670) 1,205/ - 64| 1,869 9,824
7,458| 3,118 10,671 79| 47| 126| 's87) 51| 1,738 241 95| 889 1,892
11,117] 8,440 19,857 118| 76| 189| 3,585! 8,432| 7,017| 1,017| ' 985( 1,952 8784 -
1,400, '783| “2.188| 6| 1 7!‘ 456) ‘465! '924] '176| 46| 222 966
2,089} 1,920  4,009] S0 10| 40 911 721/ 1,032 129 100| 229! . 820
054/ 3,956 10,540 84| 59| 148/ 1,661 1,704 3,365 690 326 1,016, 15657
1,750 590! 2,840 1% 1| 18| '8S8) 841l 729 16 81| 189 9,517
1168] 68| 1526 48| 127 170, '340| 2400 850 2| 81| 93 1,009
9,025 1,840 4,765 86| 17| 53| 1,199] 1,124/ 2,528/ - 864| 102 - 46| 198
18| '108| ess| - 5 8 8 76 ' 57 183 81| 12| 48| 268
ge2l e  s4el 5| bl 10 sl 59 sai 8| 10| 48 350
8,146/ 4,088 13,0701 65 29| 94| 2,001 1,810 8,811 - 8% 571, 1,450 1,178
19,018| 8,605 27,628 - 267| 208] < 472] 4,445 3,648! 8,088  966| 49°' i, 485 648
785 '194]  '919]  1l...| 1| ‘1290 ‘108 ‘937 85| 1] 36 162
8,076 8,250| 11,385 48l...0| - 451,807/ 783 2,040' 817 ol 8T 1,656
-5, 744 6,280/veern.]einn ’ 578 380, 953 S65. 4l 910 2,675
2,64| 907 a;550...lL Il 891 sa4l 785 128 98 146 887
5,76, 2,705 8,857 5| 2| 7 1,857 1,145 2,502|. 266 90| 856 . 965
4,926 8,217| - 7,548 28] 9| 33 1,702 1,728| 8,430 414] 157, - 6C1 1,287
o.553) 1,451 4,004] 52| 13| 69 sd0 '789] 1,620, 155 47| 202 1,882
2,023/ 1,669 4,592 21| 6 o7 892 811718 207 94 801 918
2,484/ 1,456) 8,940 47| 88| 80, 7TI3 786 1,511 811 104 415 1,008
9,328/ 1,200/ 8632 29| 6 85 6S1 639 1,890 925 118 343 ST5.
47 1,438 5,880l 11| 21| 18t 772 bSO 1,321 206 4o 248 1,804
8,088/ 2,408) 11,806 102 10| 112! 808 549! 1,857 729 176 905 1,196
s1l 125 466 - 1)....] 1) s ey ‘145 4o 4 4§ o
A " jm !
© 146,78175,346| 222,077 1,550] 927 2,417{83,876;30,043;63,924510,':62] 4,ST5|15,631| sm,sos’ zs,s'nl 45,953
- y el . _ . >




24

SLAVE AND COOLIE TRADE.

Statement showing the number of certificates of security

CITY CERTIFICATES.
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" COUNTRY CERTIFICATES.

One class only, at one real.
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Covsm'rs or THE UNITED S'rn'm
E : - Havana, July 16 1856.
Str ¢ - LT o
. * * * . % * * * . *
* x % x % * % %
There is nothing of importance to communicate, except perha.ps, the
arrival of the shlp ¢ War Hawk,”” of New York, 1,0675% tons, Lem-
uel B. Simmons, master, from Swartou, China, via St. Helena, with
coolies. The ship is owned by William O. Comstock, of New York
city, (ﬁve—elghths,) Frederick T. Bush, of Boston, (one-elo'hth ) George
. Jackman, jr., of Newburyport, Massachusetts (one-elnrhth,) Lem-
uel B. Simmons, of Hyannis, Massachusetts, (one-smteenth,) and Wil-
liam N. Batson, of New Orleans, (one-sixteenth.) Captain Simmons
reported 108 days’ passage; that he received on board at Swartou 610
coolies, and landed here 564 loss 46. He likewise informed me that
he had received the circular from Dr. Parker, United States commis-
sioner in China, after he was chartered, otherwise he would have ab-
stained from entering into the busmess, and that he has become so
disgusted with it that nothmo- could induce him to accept another
charter of the kind.

* *x % * Sk * *
* % B * % N *
* - ke *x - * * * * *

1 hawe the honor to be, sir, thh }ugh respect, your obed1ent ser-

vant
THOMAS SAVAGE
Vice Co'lwul n chwrge of comfulate.

Hon WILLIAM L MARCY, -
Secretary of State of the United States, Washmgton
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SLAVE AND COOLIE TRADE.
MESSAGE
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

. Information in regard té ihe Slave.and Coolie trade.

May 19, 1856.—Referred to the Committee on Foreigr Affairs and ordered to be printed?

To the House of Representatives: . - _

In compliance with a resolution of the House of Representatives of
the 7th ultimo, requesting the President ¢‘ to communicate what in-
formation he may possess in regard to citizens of the United States
being engaged in the slave trade, orin the transportation in American
ships of coolies from China to Cuba, and other countries, with the
intention of placing or continuing them in a state of slavery or servi-
tude, and whether such traffic is not, in hisopinion, & vioiation of the
spirit of existing treaties, rendering those engaged in it liable to
indictment for piracy; and espetially that hé*be requested to com-
municate to this House the facts and circumstances attending the
shipment from China of some five hundred coolies in the ship ‘Sea.
Witch’ of the city of New York, lately wrecked on the coast of Cuba,’”
I transmit the aecompanying report of the Secretary of State. -
L o - - FRANKLIN PIERCE.

- WasHINGTON, May 19, 1856. ‘ - ' :

————

- DEPARTMENT OF STATE;
o = ' Trashington, May 16, 1856.

The Secretary of State, to- whom was referred a resolution of the
House of Representatives ot the 7th ultimo, requesting the President
“‘to communicate what information he may possess in regard to citi-
zens of the United States being engaged in the slave trade, or in the
~ansportation in American ships of coolies from China to Cuba and
other countries, with the intention of placing or continuing them in
‘a state of slavery or servitude, and whether such traffic is not, in his
opinion, & violation of the spirit of existing treaties, rendering those
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‘enga"ed in it liable to mdxctment for piracy, “and especlally that he
be requested to communicate to this House the facts and circumstances
attending the shlpment from China of some five hundred coolies in
the ship ‘Sea Witch,” of the city of New York, lately wrecked on the
«coxst of Cuba,’’ has the honor to lay before the Premdent the papers
mentlcued in the subjoined list. =~ _
“All of which is respectfully submitted. _ :
W. L. MARCY.
~ To the PB&IDENT OF THE UNITED Smm. ‘ . L

| Dzst of accampanyzng papers

Su' H. L Bulwer to Mr ‘Webster, (thh a.ccompamments,) Decem~
her 30, 1850. : )
Mr. Crampton to Mr. ‘Derrick, August 17, 1851.
~Mr. Derrick to Mr. Crampton, (w1th an accompamment,) August
20 1851, ,
Mr. Crampton to Mr. Webster, December 9 9, 1851
- Same to same, (with accompaniments,) January 2, 1852
- Mr. Webster to Mr. Crampton, January 14, 1852.
‘Same to same, (with accompaniments,) August 18, 1852.
- Mr. Crampton to Mr. Marcy, (with accompa.mments,) March 16, 1853
- Same to same, April 19, 1853. .
Same to same, (with an accompamment,) May 30 1853
~ Mr. Marcy to Mr. Crampton, May 31, 1853.
- Same to same, June 3, 1853.
Mr. Crampton to Mr. Ma.rcy, (with a,ccompa.mments,) July 1 1853
- Same to Same, with accompaniments,) August 19, 1853, .
~ Mr. Marcy to Mr. Crampton, August 29, 1853. - .
Mr. Crampton to Mr. Marcy, Fcbruary 16 1854
- Same to same, May 27, 1854.
~ Mr. Marcy to Mr.. Glampton, June 28, 1854.
~ Mr. Crampton to Mr. Marcy, (with accompa.mments,) Ju une 26,1854,
Same to same, (with accompaniments,) September 12, 1854.
~.Mr. Marcy to Mr. Crampton, September 13, 1854. f'
Mr. Crampton to Mr. Marcy, (with an accompamment,) October
20, 1854. :
Mr. Marcy to Mr. Cra.mpton, October 25, 1854.
Mr. Crampton to Mr. Marcy, (with accompamments ) December 2,
1854 ‘ .
- Mr. Marcy to Mr. Crampton, December 8, 1854
- Mr. Crampton to Mr. Marcy, (with an accompamment,) Apnl 8
1856.
-Mr. Marty to Mr; Crampton, April 9, 1856. '
- Mr. Kent to Mr. Webster, April 10, 1852 '
~ Same to Mr. Everett, J anuary 22, 1853.
Mr. Savage to Mr. Marcy, (with accompamments,) September 22
1854. Extract.
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‘ Sa.me to same, (w1th an accompaniment, ) September 27, 1854.
Mr. Robertson to Mr. Marcy, October 7, 1854,
- Same %o same, (with accompaniments,) October 22, 1854
Same to same, November 11, 1854. Kxtract.
- Mr. Gibbs to Mr. Robertson, November 17, 1854. Extract
- Mr. Hyatt to Mr. Marcy, May 1, 1855.. Extract. -
. Mr. Robertson to same, July 23, "1855. . Extract.
- Same to same, (with accompamments ) J uly 27, 1855
*. Mr, Paimer to Mr Marcy, November 9, 1855. :
- Same to same, December 6, 1855.
- Mr., Parker to Mr. Marcy, (W1th accompamments,) February 12
1856 ‘Extracts..
Mr. Trousdale. to Mr. Marcy (w1th accompamments,) February 1-3
1856. Extract. -
Mr. Robertson to Mr. Marcy, (thh accompamments ,) Aprxl 5, 1856
~Same to same, July 7, 1854. Extract. ‘
- Same to same, July 20, 1854. Extract. ‘
- Mr. Savage to Mr. Marcy, August 28, 1854 Extract
Same to same, September 6, 1854.
Same to same, (with accompamments ) September 7, 1854.
- Same to same, September 11, 1854,
Mr. Parker to Mr. Webster, T anuary 27 1852 Extract.
Same to same, March 27, 1852. _ _
Same to same, (with accompamments,) May 21, 1852 _Extract,
- . Same to same, (with accompaniments,) June 19 1852. Extract.
- Same to same, (with accompaniments,) July 20, '1852. Extracts.
Mr. Parker to Mr. Webster, (W1th ancompamments,) August 19,
1852 Extract.
Mr. Marshall to Mr Everett, (w1th accompamments,) March 8,
1853. Extract.
- Mr. McLane to Mr. Marcy, March 20, 1854. Extract. '
Mr. Parker to Mr. Marcy, (with an aecompamment,) J anuary 14
1856. Extract. -
Mr, Gilmer to Mr. Marcy, February 1, 185()
Same to same, February 12, 1856. -« - ,

Szr H L Bulwer to Mr Webster

- : Bnmsu Lne.u'ron 4
- Washington, December 31, 1850."

BmR: I commumcated to you recentlv, in conversation, the contents:
of the enclosed copies of a correspondence between Captain Hastings,
senior officer in command of the southern division of her Majesty’s
naval forces on the west coast of the African station; and Commodore-
Fanshawe, on the. subject of the course to be pursued by them, in
order to maintain cordial and friendly co-operatwn between the offi--
cers of the ‘British and United States navies respectively engaged in
the suppression of the slave trade; and I stated that her Majesty’s.
government derived the sincerest gratlﬁcatlon from the proofs which
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this correspondence aﬁ'ords, both- of the eﬁicxency of the steps taken
by the United States government to prevent the abuse of the United
States flag, for purposes of slave trade, and of the cordiality with

‘which the United States naval officers, in pursuance of their- orders,-
co-operate with the officers of her Majesty.

I also observed, with regard to the question. started by Comman-f
der Powell, of the "United States vessel-of-war ¢ John Adams,’’ referred
to in Ca.ptaln Hastings’ dispatch of the 17th of April, (here enclosed,)
to his commander-ln-chmf that her Majesty’s government was de-
sirous of coming to an understandmg with the United States govern-
‘ment, in order that identical instructions may be given on these pomts
to the naval officers of the two governments.. _

I deem it best, however, in order that the matter should not amldst
the numerous “affairs which call for your attention, be forgotten, to
state in writing that her Majesty’s government consider it a general
and acknowledged principle of international law, that the nationality
‘of a vessel must be determined; not by the flag which may be hoisted
from time to time at her masthead but by the papers which prove
“her ownership; and upon this," 1ssued those instructions to which
'Commander Fanshawe refers, for the guidance of her Majesty’s navsl
officers engaged in the suppression of the slave trade, ordering such
officers to board any suspected vessel and to require the productlon of
her papers, whence arise the questions mooted by the commander of
the United States cruizer ‘‘John Adams.”’ '

It appears to her Majesty’s - government that the proper course to
be pursued would be that, if a vessel so boarded should produce
American papers, and the master should persist in asserting her
American character, and if; nevertheless , there should be. grounds either
for suspecting her to be engaoed in slave trade, or for supposing her

apers to be false, the vessel should be delivered over to the nearest
%mted States naval officers. - But if the master should disclaim Ameri-
can nationality, or if the United States officer should, on examining
the papers, find them to be false, then, and in elther of those cases,
‘the vessel should remain in, or be given back to the charge of the
British officer, to be dealt with by Brltlsh courts accordmo' to the real
character of the vessel.

This proposed errangement is founded on the presumptlon that the
;courts of the Unitea States could not deal with a vessel detained for
slave trade unless she was United States property. And thatif a
slaver were to be sent for trial to the United States, and it should
appear on trial that she was not an Umted States vessel, the court
-would acquit her for want of competence in the case.
~ I may mention that a copy of the instructions above referred to, as
issued by the admiralty, was transmitted to your dcpartment from
this legation on the 6th of September, 1844. -

I shall be happy, at your earliest convenience, to hear your oplmon
with respect to the proposed arrangement.

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you the assurances of my-

‘highest consideration.
H. L. BULWER.
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No. 15 1.
[anlosure ]

CENTAUR, AQCENSION, May 17, 1850.

Sm: With reference to the documents I have transmitted in my
letter No. 149, of the 11th instant, I have to request you will be
pleased also to lay before the lords commissioners of - the admiralty
the enclosed copies of a letter which I have zeceived from the Hon.
Captain Hastings, of her Majesty’s steamship ¢ Cyclops,”” senior offi-
cer of her Majesty’s ships of the south division, see 1n0 additional
instruction from me with regard tc the co-operation between our
cruisers and those of the Umted States, in consequence of some pro-
posals from the commander of the United States corvette ‘John
Adams,” and of my reply thereto. 1 shall be glad to receive their
lordships’ opi-iions of the views I have expresse and which I hope
will meet their approbation. ' -
o ' I have, &ec.,

‘ , ARTHUR FANSHAWE

' : ' COmmodore
'.l‘o the SECBETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY ‘

[Enclosure ]

Captam Hastmgs to Uommodo're Fanshawe

CYCLOPS, OFF AMBUZ, April 17, 1850.

: Sm I consider it. my duty to bring under your notice a conversation.
which I had the honor of holding with Commander Levin M. Powell,
commanding the United States. shlp-of-war ¢“Johr Adams,” relatlve
to the recent captures which have -been made by some of the cruisers
under your orders on the southwest coast of Africa of Brazilian ves-
sels, who have attempted to evade search by presentmg false American
papers and hoisting American colors on meeting a British cruiser.
Commander Powell began by stating to me that he was not de-
sirous, in this conversatlon, of referring to past captures, but that
now an American vessel-of-war was statloned on the southwest coast
of Africa, he desired to make some arrangement or have some agree-
ment between the respective cruisers on all further occasions of our
meeting vesselg bearing the emblem of our respectlve countries, but
'producm in the 1nd1v1dual boarding captain’s opinion, no just right
to wear 1t and he would suggest that for the future, should a vessel
be boarded by any of our cruisers presenting, in our opinions, false
American colors, and that on our doubting the nationality of the ves-
gel, and informing the master that our duty was, doubting his na-
_tlonahty, to send him to an. American officer for further scrutiny,
that should the said master, (should the vessel be an illegal trader,
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and employed in the slave trade, or ﬁtted to be 80 employed ) for fear
of the consequences, (the law of the United States inflicting death on
any of its subjects convicted of being engaged in the slave trade,)
destroy the fraudulent American papers, “and immediately present
Brazilian ones, and direct a Brazilian ensign to be hoisted, that we,
the British officers, should not seize such vessel as a Brazilian slaver,
although we see she is fully equipped for the slave trade, and is de-
hvered over to us as Brazilian, but that we ought to detain such vessel,

on the grounds that false papers were first presented to us to eva.de
search, and either give such vessel up to the American crwser, if pre-
sent on the coast, 1f not, to be sent to an Amerlcan ‘port tor adJudl-
catlon

As T hold no mstructlons for my o'uldance in cases arising such as
1 have had the honor of presentmg you, I have respectfully to call
upon you for your' orders for my future guidance; and to place the
subject before you in all its' points of difficulty. and doubt, I would
beg to submit the following case, which is hkely to arise at the present
moment, Viz:

Two. shlps- f—war, cruising too'ether for the suppresswn of the slave

trade, namely, one an American. and the other an English cruiser, ob-
serve a strange vessel, chase is given by both cruisers, and on nearing
her, before the stranger has accertained the nationality of the shipsin
chase of her, she hoists an American ensign, but on closing each other
the stranger discovers that the vessels chasing are the one an Ameri-
can the other an English cruiser. - We will suppose that, similar to
our late captures, the stranger is fully equipped for the slave trade,
“with Brazilians on board ; the master, or owner of the vessel, knowing
 that if seized by the Amerlcan cruiser, and on exammatlon be found
by the American officer illegally fitted or full of slaves, the laws of the
United States condemn hlmself and crew to death’; ’but should the
stranger change in the chase (after learning the na.tlonahty of the ves-
sels pursuing hlm) his colors to Brazilian, ‘and on the English cruiser
reaching him, deliver his vessel up as a fully equipped Brazilian for
the slave trade, or with slaves on board, I would ask for your instruc-
tions as to my guidance on this, apparcntly to me, most important
subject, as in Commander Powell’s views the vessel should be! deliv-
ered up to the “American officer, because, without any proof agalnst
her, she first displayed the American ensign in our presence. I would
observe, also, to add to our difficulties, manv of these illegal vessels
‘have two sets of papers, fraudulent American and Brazﬂlan, to be used
as occasions may arise for them.

I can Zonfidently add, from my knowledge of many facts concernmg
our recent captures, - whlch I have learned from different parties, that
these vessels left a port in the Brazils, as Brazilian vessels, owned by
Brazilian subjects, and that no Amecrican will be found who can lay
claim to any of them as his property.

It is true that we have, at the present momsat, two cruisers of the
Umted States co-operating with our vessels on this coast, for the sup-
pression of the slave trade, but in consequence of their depot for provi-
sins being so distant, their period of remaining here does not exceed
two months, and perhaps another two years may elapse before any
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other vessels of that nation appears again here; their presél}ce will
check the abuse of the United States flag by vessels not entitled to

wear them, and it is to be regretted that the American cruisers were
not sent here long before. : e o
SR - GEORGE F. HASTINGS, Captain. .
‘ [E_nclosurg;]
Commodore Fan;shau_:é, British Navy, to C’aptaz’n Hastings, British Navy.

 CENTAUR, AT AsceNsIoN, May 15, 1850.

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letters from the 8th
to the 22d April, transmitting to me a correspondence, and reporting
to me verbal communications which had taken place between yourself
and the commanders of the United States ships-of-war ‘‘John Adams’’
and ‘‘Perry’’ with various documents: on the subject of the captures
which had been made during the few preceding months by her Ma-
jesty’s cruisers, - under your orders, of vessels which had fraudulently-
assumed the American flag, and also of complaints of the masters of
the legal traders ¢‘Catherine’’ and ¢‘Louisa Beaton,’’ respecting the
manner in which they had been visited by the officers of our ships on
the south coast, and, in consequence, seeking from me fresh instruc-
tions for your guidance, with respect to your co-operation with the
cruisers of the United States, in the event of the recurrence of your
meeting Brazilian vessels attempting to evade search by hoisting Amer-
ican colors and presenting false American papers, and on the points
spoken of by Commander Powell, of the ‘‘John Adams.’” Before pro-
czeding to reply to you on those matters, I must express the gratifica-
tion I have experienced in perceiving the cordial and conciliatory
spirit which prevades the whole of the communications between your-
self and the American officers, as creditable to yourselves in the per-
formance of the service with which you are entrusted, as it is in strict.
conformity with the wishes and directions of your respective govern-
ments. I entirely approve of the full and proper explanations which-
you have furnished Commander Powell, and I hope, being reported:
by him to his ccmmander-in-chief and government, they will prove to.
them the extreme desire of her Majesty’s officers, under my orders, im
carrying out the difficult and delicate duties which they have had to
perform, to act in the spirit of their instructions respecting the slave
trade, with every courtesy and forbearance in communicating with
American merchant vessels. -If, on the one hand, some of such vessels
may have been subjected to annoyance by such visits, others have re-
ceived essential assistance; and it strikes me that persons have been
found ready, on the reappearance of the United States ships-of<war on
the south coast, to report to their officers the one case and to withhold:
the other, with a view of instilling a prejudice in their minds against
the proceedings of the British officers in their endeavors to suppress
the African sleve trade..

Ex. Doc. 99—3



84  SLAVE AND COOLIE TRADE.

‘Her Majesty’s government®was informed by me, by the earliest.
opportunity, of every particular respecting the captures alluded to,
and the whole of the.documents which you have now transmitted to
me will be forwarded to the secretary of the admiralty by the next
mail.  And should their lordships see cause, arrising out of them, to -
issue fresh instructions . for my gudiance, I shall, no doubt, be furn-
ished with them quickly. 1 observe, also, that the subject of the
abuse of the American flag by ‘‘sca letters’’ from Rio Janerio, and
the sale of American vessels there and on the African coast for the
purpose of slave trade, which has been the occasion of these captures,
has been introduced by the President of the United States in his mes-
sage to Congress, and that they are invited by him to consider the
‘means of preventing it. . Both governments and legislatures are there-
fore likely to discuss the matters. In the meantime, the 4th, 6th,
and 8th sections of the instructions under which I and the officers
under my orders on the coast of Africa act, appear to me to embrace
every point respecting our co-operation with American cruisers, and
the visit or search of any vessel, be she a legal or an illegal trader,
and I cannot authorize a departure from them in any shape; you
must neither stop short, and thus permit the escape of the illegal
slave trader, nor must you exceed, and thus give offence to the legal
trader of a friendly power.  Scme passages in the letters of Com-
mander Powell and Licutenant Foote to you bear closely upon the
question you have stated as likely to occur, asking for my instructions,
for example: *“The flag is no conclusive proof of nationality ; it loses
its true character when worn by those who have no right to wear it.”’
I answer it. A vessel, during a chase or visit by one of our cruisers,
changes her flag for any purpose, but eventually hoists the Brazilian
flag, is declared to be Brazilian property, and appears on examination,
whether with Brazilian or ¢“no papers,’” to be fitted for the slave trade,
the undoubted duty of the commander is to detain and send her to a
British admiralty court {or adjudication. Z%o sets of papers may be
considered a proof of illegal traffic; our instructions say, and Com-
mander Powell repeats, ‘‘that the government of the United States
are far from claiming that the flag of the Union should give immu-
nity to those who have ‘no right’ to bearit.”” In boarding, therefore,
a vessel about whose nationality a suspicion has arisen, and it turns
out, notwithstanding her colors, to be well founded, you must deal with
her as the instructions, page 17, require you to do, had she not shown
a false flag ; but, on all occasions of joint chase, where circumstances
render it -practicable, let the visit of a vessel which has shown the
"American color be made first by the officer of the United States cruizer,
or should circumstances render it necessary that the visit should be
first made by one of our officers, and a doubt be entertained by him
of the legality of the vessel’s colors, take her without loss of time to
the senior United States officer in company, and, whilst the American
flag is flying on board her, let him decide upon the just right of the.
vessel to wear it; beyond that we have nothing to do, (7. e.,) although
she be full of slaves, but bora fide the property of an American citi-
“zen, with correct American papers, we have no right, we claim no
right, to detain her; but we do protest against the flag of the Union
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being used as a mere ‘‘emblem,’” and decrraded by illegally covering
the cruel and unchristian practices of the Brazilian slave dealer. - All
that is sought may be obtained without any mark of disrespect to the
flag of the United States, without the slightest i injury to an American
citizen. It is sought only with the desire of suppressing the African
slave trade, the chief object for which the united forces of our respec-
tive countries are employed on the west coast of Africa.

The co-operation of our ships (which I may say had unfortunately
been interrupted on the south coast) being re-established with that
object, and conducted in the same friendly and conciliatory spirit, as it
has been commenced by yourself and colleagues, I feel assured will
tend very much to check if not suppress the traffic in slaves, and I
hope cement the present friendly alliance of our countries, and
strengthen the good understandlnfr which our governments are so de-
sirous to maintain. _

This letter will, I hope, relieve you from | any - Joubt or embarrass-
ment ; you are at liber 'ty, should it appear to be desirable, to read it

to the American officer acting with you, and you-will make it known
to the commanders of your. division as opportunities offer, enjoining
them to the continued strict observance of their instructions in not
uunecessarily visiting the American legal trader, to abstain from
doing so in the presence of a United States vessel-of—war, and to give
‘the commanders every information in their possession relatlve to the
slave trade or any abuse of the Amencan flag. : _
I am, &ec. L S
ARTHUR FANSHA\’VE, Commodore.

Mr. Crampton to My. Derrick.

\VASHI\*(.TO\' August 17, 1851

Sm: In a report which her Majesty’s government have recently
received from Rear Admiral Fanshawe, on the state of legal commerce
and of slave trade on the west coast of Africa during the last year of
his command, that officer has reported that the slave trade has for the
present almost entirely ceased ; and he attributes this state of things,
first, to the success which has attended the operations of her Majesty’s
cruisers ; secondly, to the repressive measures adopted by the govern-
ment of Bra711 and, lastly, to the cordial co-operation of the cruisers
of the United States and France ; and the rear admiral has expressed
the high gratification which he has experienced at the very cordial
and. good understa.ndmcr which has existed between hlmselt and the
Acierican and French commanders.

I am, consequently, instructed by her Majesty's - government to
‘express to the government of the United States, on the part of the
lords commlssmners of the admirelty, the pleasn.%v%l_c,}{;gflr lord-
ships feel at the cordial co-operation and friendly feeling¥hich has
existed between the commanders of the American and English squad-
rons, while carrying on those operations which have so emmently con-
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tributed to the attainment of an object which both governments have
so much at heart. ” ‘ ‘ R

" I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, sir, the ¢ssurance
of my highest consideration. - S : ‘
o 7 JOHN F. CBAMPTON.
- 'W. S. Derrick, Esq., de., &c., dc. ER R

Y Derrick to fﬂ_‘[é’. C'ramptoh. :

- DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
o S ER - TWashington, August 20, 1851.
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of
the 17th instant, in which, adverting to a communication recently
‘received by her Britannic Majesty’s government from  Rear Admiral
'Fanshawe on the state of legal commerce and of the slave trade on
the western coast of Africa, during the last year of his command,
‘wherein. that officer has reported that the slave trade has for the
“present almost entirely ceased, and has given the causes to which he
attributes this state of things—you express on the part of the lords
commissioners of the British admiralty the pleasure which their lord-
ships feel at the co-operation and friendly feeling which has existed
between the commanders of the British and American squadrons on
that station, while carrying on operations for the suppression of the
‘slave trade. I will take an early occasion, upon the return of the
President to the seat of government, to lay your note before him, and,
in the meanwhile, beg you to be assured of the satisfaction which this
‘department has derived from the information conveyed to it in that
communication. = o - SR S
“Allow me to renew to you, sir, the assurance of my distinguished
consideration. - R o : N
I W. S. DERRICK,
oo S o “Acting Secretary.
Jonx F. Cravrro¥, Esq., de., dc., de. o .

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

C R o ‘Washington, December 11, 1855.
" "Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of
the 9th instant, calling my attention to some snggestions which are
‘offered with a view to their adoption by this government for the more
effectual prevention of the African slave trade, and to state to you in’
reply that they will be taken into respectful consideration. o

I avail myself of this opportun:cy to renew to you, sir, the assurance

of my high consideration. : - |
R ~ DANIEL WEBSTER.
- Jomx F. Craxrrox, Esq., do., &e., &e.. - -



SLAVE AND COOLIE TRADE. 37

Mr. Crampton to Mr. TWebster.

Bririsn LeeaTIoN,
Washington; December 9 11831,

S : I have been instructed by her Ma;esty 8 oovernment to request
your attention to the following suggestions, with & view to their
adoption by the government of the ‘United States, for the more
effectual preventlon of the African slave trade:

One of the plans which has been adopted of late years by the slave
traders on the west coast of Africa, in order to evade the treaties and
laws against slave trade, has been to make real or fictitious purchases
of vessels which have cleared out from the ports of Brazil for the coast
of Africa, duly prov1ded w1th recrular French, Sardinian, or United
States papers. ‘

It appears that these vessels clear out from Brazil, retaining their
American papers, and that they keep those papers for productlon to
any ship which may ask to see them up to the time when all the
preparations have been made for the shipment of a cargo of slaves;
but as soon as such a cargo is shipped, those papers are desuroy ed and
tllle vessels sail for Brazil without any documents to prove any natlon-
ality.
~ The advantage whlch the slave dealers denve from this use of the
United States flag and of United States vessels is obvious, because the
government of the United States not having granted to any other
country the right of searching and seizing United States vessels en-
gaged in slave trade, such vessels are safe from search or capture by
any British cruiser during the whele time that they are lying off the
coast waiting for a cargo of slaves ; and during that time, if thev were
liable to be searched their equlpmtnts would aﬁ‘ord sufﬁcwnt 0'rounds
for detention and condemnatlon

But when a favorable opportumty for shipping their cargo of slaves
has arrived, and no British cruiser is in sight, they take their cargo of
negroes on board destroy their American papers, and make a run for
Brazil without any national character ; so that, on their arrival on the
coast of Brazil with their slaves, they are secur ed against the vigilance
of the United States consular officers. -

. A great check might be given to frauds of this kind if the consuls
of the United States in Brazil were ordered not to consent to any con-
tingent sale of an American vessel, but to require that, whenever any
rsuch vessel is sold in Brazil to any person not an Amerlca.n, the pa-
pers indicating the American nationality of the vessel should be given
up to the United States consul. - if this could be done, no vessel would
sail for the coast of Africa from Brazil, for purposes of slave trade,
under the protection of the flag of the United ‘States, but owned by a
person not being an United States citizen.

A further means of preventing the fraudulent sale of vessels on the
coast of Africa might be afforded to the consuls of the United States
in Brazil if those consuls were authorized to require that the masters
and consignees of vessels under the United States flag, clearing out
from ports of Brazil for the coast of Africa, should give secunty, un-
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der bond, that their vessels sbould not be engaged in slave trade durmg
‘the intended voyage, such bond to be forfeited if the vessels should be
80 illegally employed. _
I avail myself of this opportumty to renew to you, sir, the as-
surance of my highest cons1deratron
'JOHN F. CRAMPTON.

_ Hon. DAN]_IEL WEBSTER, de. , de., &e.

Mr. Crampton to Mr. Webster.

" BrrtisE LEGATION,
Washington, January 2, 1852. .

Sir: I am mstructed by her MaJesty s government to bring to the
knowledged c7 the government of the United States a system, to the
“existence > of which the attention of her Majesty’s government has been’
called by her Majesty’s consuls in the ports of Norfolk and New York.
I mean that of decoying negro lads for the purpose of selling them

into slavery in the United States, which appears tohave been for some
‘time practised by passengers in United States vessels touching at
‘Jamaica, _
" T herewith enclose an extract of a dispatch which has been addressed
to her Majesty’s legation in regard to a case of this sort, by her Maj-
esty’s consul at Norfolk tooether with a correspondence which has
‘taken place between himselt and the mayor of that place, relatmg-
thereto.

Her Majesty’s consul was dlreoted by me to resort to every means .
whlch the laws of the United States afford for bringing to justice any .
persons who may be fouud committing such an oﬁ'ence, and similar
instructions have been . addressed to her Majesty’s consuls in other
ports. Iam directed to say that her Majesty’s government feel confi-
dent that the government of the. Umted States will instruct their
authorities to take every legal means of checking such criminal pro-
ceedings and of bringing to justice any oﬁ'enders in the Umteu States
who may be concerned in them.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, sir, the assurance

of : my hlghest conslderatlon
‘ JOHN F. uRAMPTON.,

Fxtr, act qf a dz.gpatck from her Bmtamc Majesty’s consul, at Norfolk,
to her Bmtanmc Mogesty 8 chargé d’ affair es, at Waskmgton

“I further request you w111 be pleased Pe rm1t me to take such
measures as I may deem most indicious for the recovery of certain:
‘calored pepsons who were landed at this port on the 18th ultimo, from
the American steamer ¢ Illinois,” Lieutenant Hartstene, United States
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navy, master, last from the island of Jamaica, who were, as I am
‘informed by Mr. Consul Barclay, of New York, British subjects, and
supposed to have been -brought into this country to be sold as slaves.
I have ascertained that there were several colored people landed here
from that steamer, but, as in the preceding case, no entries or declara-
‘tions were made at the custom-house as required for that purpose. In
proof of the illegality of the proceedings, I herewith have the honor
to enclose for your inspection, my official note upon the matter to Mr.
-Stubbs, mayor of this city, and of his reply thereto.’”’ '

| Her Britannic Mq)'ésty’s:Con's‘ul,'at No_7fdlk', to Mr. )S't'ul‘)_bs.‘ o

BRITISH CONSULATE, STATE OF VIRGINIA,
‘ _ o S - Nozfolk, October 3, 1851.

- Mr. F. Waring, her Britannic Majesty’s consul, presents his conpli~
meats to Mr. Simon Stubbs, and will feel much obliged by his furnish-
ing Mr. Waring with the name of the person who brought seven
colored boys into this city, by the American steamer ¢¢Illinois,””
Lieutenant Hartstene, United States navy, master, on the 18th ultimo,
to whom he was pleased to grant a certificate, as mayor of the city,
to allow the seven colored boys under that person’s charge to pass
from this place, per steamer, for the city of Baltimore, Maryland.
~ 'SmMox 8. Srusss, Esq. o o

M. Stubbs to Mr. Wc'w'iv_zg...

‘ : Mavor’s Orrice, Norrorz,
o : : : ~ +. October &, 1851.
. The mayor of Norfolk has the pleasure of acknowledging the re-
ceipt of Mr. Waring’s letter of the 3d instant, in which he requests
the ““mayor to inform him the name of the person who brought seven
colored boys into this city, by the American steamer ‘Illinois,” Lieu-
tenant Hartstene, United States navy, master, on the 18th ultimo,
whom the mayor of Norfolk was pleased to grant a certificate to allow
the seven colored boys under that person’s charge to pass from this
place, per steamer, for the city of Baltimore, Maryland.” =~ = =~
As the mayor of Norfolk never granted the certificate which Mr.
Waring supposed he did, he is not able tc furnish him the informa-
‘tion he seeks in relation to the seven colored hoys brought by the
steamer ‘‘Illinois.”” He recollects that, upon the day alluded tc, a
passenger in the steamer Illinois called at the office to obtain a certifi-
cate representing two colored boys then under his charge to be his slaves
and asking certificates to enable him to take them to Baltimore. He
was informed that the laws of this State did not require a certificate
in such case, but only in the case of free negroes. In the case of
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slaves, the Baltimore Steamboat Company had, as they have and had
the right to do, established regulations of ¢fieir own in relation to
slaves, and that was to require of all persons travelling with their own
slaves even to enter into bond with security in dcuble the value of the
slaves, to indemnify the said company against all loss or damage, and
should the slaves turn out to be the property of ¢nother; upon receiv-
ing this information, the individual determined to go on board the
steamer ‘‘Illinois,’”’ and go on to New York; the only certificate which
he thinks he granted to any-out of the passengers on board said
steamer, was a free negro from Boone county, in the State of Missouri,
having a register from the court of said county, and corresponding,
in the opinion of the mayor, with the person then before him. .

M. Webster to Mr. Crampion.

* DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, January 14, 1R52.

- Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of
the 2d instant, in which, by direction of her RBritannic Majesty’s gov-
ernment, you bring to the knowledge of that o’ the United States the
alleged existence of a system which is supposed to have been for some
time practiced by passengers in United States vessels touching at Ja-
maica, of decoying negro lads for the purpose of selling them into
slavery in this country, and express [the confidence felt by her Majes-
tys’s government that this government will direct its authorities to
take every legal means of checking such criminal proceedings, and of
bringing to justice any offenders in the United States who may be
concerned in them. o ) o

In reply, I have the honor to inform you that the information
communicated in your note is the first which has been received by this,
or, it is presumed, by any other department of the government of the
United States, in regard to the practice to which you refer. = Indeed,
I am not aware of a single instance of kidnapping colored persons,
inhabitants of the British West India Islands, by persons on bcard of
vessels of the United States touching at. those islands. If, however,
there have been such cases, and those persons so kidnapped should
have been brought to the United States, the laws:of the several States
and of the United States afford them ample means of asserting their
claims to freedom, and of punishingthose concerned in the attempt to
deprive them thereof. Should you-at any time think proper to make
known to this department any such case, the attention of the proper
officers shall be immediately directed to the subject. ° o

- T avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, sir, the assurance

of my high consideration. : ,
- < | . DANIEL WEBSTER.
Joux F. CramrroN, ¥ .y., dc., dc., dec. , -
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M. W_ebster to M. Crc_m@tonf

.~ DEPARTMENT OF SiATE, :
Washirgton, August 18, 1852.

. Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of
the 15th instant, in which, by direction of her Majesty’s principal
secretary of state for foreign affairs, you bring to the knowledge of
this government the part taken by an American citizen, named James
B. Endicott, in certain irregularities committe? in the conveyance of
coolies in the DBritish vessel ¢ Susannah,”” from China to Peru, and to
return the documents which accompanied it with my thanks.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to vou, sir, the assur-

ance of my high consideration. - . _
: ' S DANIEL WEBSTER.
Jorx F. Crameroy, Esq., de., dvc., de. '

. DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, March 18, 1853.

Smr: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of
the 16th instant, with which, by direction of your government, you
transmit to this department the copy of a dispatch from her Britannic
- Majesty’s consul in the Cape Verde islands, reporting the circum-
stances'under which Commodore Lavallette, of the United States squad-
ron, detained and sent to the United States two American schooners
from New York, named the ‘“ Advance’’ and the ‘“Rachel P. Brown,”
which were fitted out for th~ slave trade, and express the satisfaction
‘of her Majesty’s governme::. at the conduct of Commodore Lavallette
on the occasion referred iv; : .1 its confdence that the government of
the United .States will afford all the support in its power to him and
to ¢ ter officers of the United States navy who may exert theraselves
‘in a like manner to prevent the vessels or the flag of the United States
from being abused for the purpose of covering the nefarious devices of
the slave dealers. You also transmit the copy of a dispatch from her
Majesty’s minister at Rio de Janeiro relative to the employment of
United States vessels in' the schemes now in progress for the renewal
~of the Brazilian slave trade, and state that, from information received
from her Majesty’s consul general in Cuba, it appears that the vessels
and the flag of the United States are also now frequently used by the
slave dealers of Cuba. ‘ | _ N

- Iavail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, sir, the assur-
ance of my distinguished consideration. -

' ' - W. L. MARCY.

JonN F. Craveroxn, Esq., dec., de., dc. -
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, -
: - Washington, April 20, 1853.
Sm I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of :
-. the 19th instant, in which you bring to the knowledge of this govern-
ment the fact that a United States brlg, under the command of one
José Maria Suma, sailed, about the middle of January last, from
Montevideo for the coast of Africa, equipped for the slave trade. '.
~Imreply, 1 have the honor to thank you for the information, and to
state that 1t will at once be communicated to the Navy Department.
T avail myself of this opportumtv to renew tfo you, s1r, the -assur-
ance of my high consuleratxon
‘ W, L MARCY

Jonu F. bBAMPTox, Esq., (f:c., d:c.’,‘ (f'_c.

Orampton to Mr. Marcy.

‘W ASHINGTON, March 16 1853

Sm: In comphance w*th an instruction which I have received from
the Earl of Clarendon, her Britannic Majesty’s principal secretary of
state for foreign affairs, I have the honor w0 transmit to you herewith-
a copy of & dispatch, which had been received at the foreign office
from Mr. Rendall, her Majesty’s consul in the Cape Verde islands,

“reporting the cncumstances under which Commodore Lavallette, of
‘the United States squadron, detained at Porto Praya and sent to the
TUnited States' two American schooners from New York, named the
¢ Acvance’’ and the ‘“Rachel P. Brown,”’ which were fitted out for
‘the slave trade, and T am instructed to inform you, sir, that her Ma-
jesty’s government has observed, with great satisfaction, the vigilance,
pron'vtitude, and firmness shown by Commodore Lavallette in causing
these vessels to be seized and sent home, and in removing from his
situation Mr. Pexote, who, it appears, opposed the selzure, and tned
to screen the captains of these vessels. .
I am also desired to say, that her Majesty’s government trusts that
the government of the United States will afford all the support in their
'power to Commodore Lavallrtte and to-any other officcrs of the United:
States navy, who may exert themselves in a similar manner, in order
to prevent the vessels or the flag of the United States from being
abused for the purpose of covering the nefarlous davxces of the slave
dealers.
 With reference to this ma.tter, I am dirécted to commumcate to you
the enclosed copy of a dispatch from Mr. Southern, her Majesty’s
minister at Rio de Janeiro, by which you will learn that the employ-
ment of United States vessels forms a prominent part of the schemes
‘now in progress for the renewal of the Brazilian slave trade.. C

I am also instructed to inform you that the dispatches of her Ma-

jesty’s consul general in Cuba, show that the vessels and flag of the
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Umted States are now frequently used by the slave: dealers of Cuba,-
who are carrying on their operations more extensively and v1gorously '
than they have done for some years past. .

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, su, the assur—

-ance of my hi ghest cons1derat1on
- OHN F. CRAMPTON
Hon W. L MARCY, Secretary of State

'E:z:tract from the Rio de Janewo newspaper ¢« (Jorrew Mercantzl 0’ of
: , o December 31, 1852. o

[Translatxon ] -

. “When we yesterday mentloned what we knew w1th respect to a
disembarkation of Africans, at a place upon our coast, we said, ¢ we
-understand that that contraband trade has been carrled on under the
“American flag.” :
¢ From the information we have since collected 1t may be sa.ld and
we state it with regret, that that act of piracy was protected by the
flag of the United States, and was fostered by subjects of that great
‘nation, who, in disobeying the orders of their government and in-
fringing the laws of their country, are not ashamed to tarnish their
glorious national flag with the sole sordid aim of reaping advantages
from that heinous trade in Africans. If it were poss1ble to extenuate
the painful impression common to all, in seeing a great crime perpe-
“trated, from especial considerations, ours would be lessened on reflect-
ing that it was not our flag which protected that crime, and that even
our authorities upon the coast may find excuses for not having em-
ployed the means for preventing the disembarkation in questlon, from.

‘the want of disposable force to resist the satellites of our potentates,
who still presume to do everythmcr they please in furtherance of thelr
private interests. .

“If the government of the Umted States should not 1nterest ltself
in vindicating the honor of its flag—if the powers of its diplomatic
agents and of its naval commanders should not be enlarged, and they
suould mot be furnished with the means of prosecuting those who
violate the laws of nations and of their own country, the slave trade
will acquire fresh animation, and the American fag,. wlnch has so
much contributed towards the civilization of the werld, in continuing
to be respected as the representative sign of a pov rerful nation will
lose much of its dignity and glory.

““It is asserted that other speculations of a sumlar nature will also‘
‘be protected by the American flag ; and although the American min-
ister may employ all the means within his reach to prevent the viola-
tion of the laws of the country which he so worthily represents, and
he may therein be assisted by the worthy commander of the squadron,
how can they obtain any proficuous result with the very few vessels at
thelr disposal, and those of large tonnage and scattered on so exten-
“sive a station as that of South Amenca."
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~ ““It behooves us, notwithstanding, not to lose courage ; let the impe-
rial government continue to employ all the legal means at their dis-
posal, and searches .are legal acts for the discovery of crime and of
those who are the perpetrators of it; they have more than sufficient
force for the purpose. which, if employed with circumspection, will
bring repentance on those who think they are at liberty to abuse the
laws to which they are subject, and the violation of which may inflict
upon us great evils, weaken our credit in. foreign ports, and retard
our prosperity. . . .o o
- “If the imperial government should be, as in duty bound, assisted
by the authorities—if among these should exist that degree of earnest-
ness which is said to have been evinced by Sefior Francisco Diego
Pereira de Vascencelles, the chief of the police of the capital, who, as
we_are informed, has discovered the clue whereby to come at the
knowledge of the criminals on shore, whatever may be the class to.
which they belcng, neither the trouble taken nor the expense incurred
during the last three years will have been lost, and the criminals will
retrace theirsteps. =~ -~ . .. :
. “The consideration that we do not choose to place obstacles to- the
investigation of the criminal authorities obliges us to keep silence
respecting all that has come to our knowledge, but opportunities will
not be wanting for laying the whole before our readers.”” -

" . Mr. Southern to the Earl of Malmesbury.
o - Rro JaxEmo, January 7, 1853.

- My Lorp: I have the honor to enclose a copy of some judicious ob-
_servations which have been published in the ‘¢ Correio Mercantil,”” a
principal journal in this city, respecting the employment of the United
-States flag in the slave trade to Brazi!, in connexion with the late dis-
-embarkation of Africans on this coast. -~ =~ -~ . . N
" - There is great reason to apprehend that fresh slave trade enterprises
are on foot, and that the United States vessels and citizens under' the
flag of their nation is ine favorite scheme to be employed in order to
‘avoid the search of the cruisers. Should this turn out to be the case,
it is exceedingly to be feared that we shall have the pain to witness
“the renewal of the traffic in these waters, in spite of the efforts of the
Brazilian government.. - . .

- 'The North American seamen ars bold and unscrlipulous A ‘the' reward

is most tempting from the present exorbitant price of slaves, and the
-conduct of the subaltern authorities has been such as to encor:rage the
timid slave trader, who was held back by the fear of detection and
punishment from an offended government. B o

~ Tam happy tostate that Mr. Schenck has addressed this government,
offering on the occasion any aid- or'co-operation in his power. Mr.
Schenck, however, laments in common with every well-wisher to the
suppression of -the slave traffic, the defective state of the laws of the
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United States, which do not authorize the detention, by 2 ship-of-war-
of that nation, of a United States vessel, although she may be found
fully equipped for the trade. : o
I have, &ec., . R
L o | HENRY SOUTHERN. -
. The EARL oF MALMESBURY. - ' ) S

John Rendall to Zord John Bussell.

Brrrist CoNSULATE, St. VINCENT,

- o ~ Cape Verd, January 27, 1853.

My Lorp: I have the honor to report for your lordship’s informa-
-tion that Commodore Lavallette, of the United States squadron, in
the Germantown, has detained, within the last two months, at Porto-
Praya, St. Iago, two American fore and aft schoone:s, which were .
fitted out for slave trading purposes, one named the ‘“Advance,”’ and
the other ¢“Rachel P. Brown,”’ having sailed from Nevs York.

These vessels were regularly entered at the custom-house, and their
papers (as is usual) were deposited at the American consulate. ' In the
case of the first named vessel, every opposition was given to her seiz-
ure, not only by the acting American consul, but also by the author-
ities of the place. The governor general, however, disapproved of”
such conduct, and immediately removed the collector. The commo- .
dore also removed the acting American consul, and sent the vessel to-
the United States. In the case of the second vessel, the commodore
also again met with oppcsition from the authorities, and was obliged
again to send to the islaud of Brava, for the interference of the gov-
ernor general. = o - ‘

It appears, from the best information I can obtain, that the captain
‘of the ‘“ Advance’’ made his escape from the American commodore,
‘by obtaining a passage to this place in an English schooner Schyrgd,
and the pap: s of this seized vessel were sent here in charge of the
captain, to the owner of that vessel by a Mr. Pexote, who was the
acting American consul before alluded to. This slave captain took
his passage from hence to Teneriffe by the steam packet, whence he
intended to proceed to the Havana, and I understand the papers of his
seized vessel were given to him at this place before his departure. -

. T have, &ec., : :
;- . ~ JOHN RENDALL,
- o . Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul.
- Lord Jonx RusseLL. S ' \

Mr. Crampton to Mr. Marcy.

| W asHINGTON, April 19, 1853,
 Sm: I have the honor to inform you that her majesty’s government
has received a dispatch from her Majesty’s chargé d’affaires at Rio de
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Janeiro, reportmg that a Umted States brlg, name unknown, under
“the command of a person named José Maria Suma, had sailed about
the middle of the month of January last from Montevideo, for the

coast of AfFica, fully equipped for the slave trade.
I avail myself of this opportumty to renew to you, 8ir, the assm ance

: of my hlghest consxderatlon
J OHN F CRAMPTON

Hon W. L. ‘Maror. ‘
Secretary of State

: Mr ‘Cmmpton to Mr. :.Mdrcy
WASHINGTOI\, May 30 1853.

Sm In obedience to an instruction- which I have received from her
MaJesty 8 pr1nc1pal secretary of state for forelgn affairs, I have the
honor to tramsmit to you, herewith, a copy of a dispatch which had
‘been received in London from her Majesty s commissioners at Loanda,
stating that two American vessels, the brig ‘Silenus’’ and schooner

¢“ General de Kalb,”’ had succeeded in the beginning of the year in
_carrying away from Ambriz and from a point called ¢‘ Cabega de Co-
“bra’’ upwards of 900 negro slaves; and I am likewise directed by the
Earl of Clarendon to call your serious attention to its contents, and
‘to say that her Majesty’s government feel convinced that the govern-
“ment of the United States will use every effort in order to prevent the
revival of the African slave trade, for which criminal purfose there
is reason to believe that United States vessels are now extensively em-
ployed by the slave dealers of Cuba and Brazil.

I avail myself of this opportumty to renew to you, s1r, the assur-'

ance of my high conmderatlon
' _-JOHN F. CR-AMPTON.-

Hon W. L. MAPm n
- Secretary Y of State.

——————

Messrs Jackson and Goodrzch to the E’arl of Malmesbury

LOWDA, January 31, 1853.

_ \IY LORD We had harqb closed our preceding dispatch when re-
ports were circulated that the American vessels mentioned therein—
‘the brig ¢‘ Silenus”” and the schooner ¢ General de Kalb’’—had each
shipped a cargo of slaves between this and the Congo, and we regret
to say that Commander Bonham, of her Msjesty’s sloop ¢ Crane,”’
who arrived here yesterday from St. Helena, and who spoke her Ma-
_}esty s brigantine ‘‘ Spy’” off this port, confirms the statement.
The brig, it appears, which had been boarded on the 3d instant by
her Majesty’s sloop ¢ Harlequin,’’ succeeded on the following day, by
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the ald of some sixteen or seventeen launches whlch put off ‘at the
same moment, in embarking in less than two hours a cargo of upwards
of 600 slaves from the beach at Ambriz, with which she unfortunately
got clear off, though she seems to have run great risk of falling in
~with the ¢¢ Spy "> which was making for the land at the same {*me, and
must inevitably have come across. the American, had the la.tter not
suddenly changed her course on the appea,rance of a strange sail and.
‘stood along the shore to the northwa.rd

~ The schooner ¢ General de Kalb,” which was seen oﬁ' Ambnzette
at the'end of the year by the ¢ Spy, and whose captain had repeat-
edly and openly boasted of his intention to transfer his vessel to the
slave traffickers for the purpose of shipping slaves, in spite of the
cruisers soon afterwards—the precise date we have not heard—carried
off 300 from a point called ¢¢ Cabeca de Cobra.,” a well known spot
between Ambrizette and Point Padras.

It would be superfluous for us, my lord, to point out to your lord-
-ship how much this occurrence is Speclally to be lamented at this par-
ticular moment, for whatever may be the destination of these slaves,
whether to the Brazds or to Cuba—as is most probable—it is evident
that the success of the undertaking must have the worst possible effect
in reviving those expectations on the part of. slave traffickers of its
being still possible for them to continue their nefarious pursuit, which,
but for the fresh impetus it has here received, they would. proba.bly
soon have been constrained to abandon as h0pe1ess :

But a still more important consideration is, the1 re-appearance of the
United States flag in slave trade adventuzes on this coast; to the abuse
of which the exertions of her Majesty’s uruisers and those of the
American squadron in the year 1850 had. put it was hoped a perma-
nent stop.

- Itis smgular that this scandalous proceedmo should have taken
- place just at the moment when two American brigs of war, the ‘‘ Bain-
: brld«e and ‘‘Perry,’” have arrived at Loanda. The former anchored
here on tae 1st of J anuary from Mazumba, but without, as it should
seem, calling off Ambriz. On the 8th,on a representa.tmn from Com-
mander W11mot the senior officer of this division, she sailed thither,
but it was then too late, and she continued her voyage to St. Helena,
whence she is to proceed to the rendezvous at Cape Verds. . ‘

The ¢¢ Perry,’”” which had returned home and has been recommis-
‘sioned by Lieutenant Page, arrived here on the 23d direct from ‘Anno
Boni,” but in her passage down did not see a single sail. Lieutenant
Page’s present intention is to proceed south in the ﬁlst mstance, and
to remain some time on this coast.

We have the honor to be,

_ - GEORGE J ACKSON :
o EDMUND GOODRICH
To the EArL oF MALMESBURY.
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u{r Marcy to M1 C'rampton

DEPART\IE.\"T oF STaTE,
Waskmgton, May 31, 1853.

SIB 1 have the honor to a.cknowledge the receipt of your note of
the 30th instant, inviting my serious attention to the contents of an
enclosed copy - of a _dispatch from her Britannic Majesty’s commis-
sioners at Loanda, in which it is stated that two American vessels,
the brig ‘‘Silenus’’ and the schooner ‘“Genezal de Kalb,’” had recently
: succeeded in carrying away from Ambriz, and from 8 pomt called
Cabega de Cobra, upwards of nine hundred negro slaves. - You like-
wise add that her Majesty’s government feel convinced that the gov-
ernment of the United States will use every effort to prevent the

revival of the African slave trade, for which purpose there is reason to
Delieve that the United States vessels are now extenswely employed
by the slave dealers of Cuba and Brazil. o

In reply, I have the honor to state that her Ma3esty 8 oovernment
does no more than justice to the United States in behevrng that they
will use their best endea,vors to- prevent the abuse of therr ﬂag for
sla.ve trading purposes. -

- I avail myself of this opportumty to renew to you, su', the assurance
of my h1°‘h cons1derat10n ‘ . | '

W, L MARCY

J OEN F CRA\IPTON, Esq o d’cc &c.,'déc. -'

Mr Mm cy to Mr C’mmpton “

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washmgton, June 3, 1853.

: Sm 1 have the honor to a.cknowledge the receipt of your note of
_the 27th ultimo, in which the hope of her Britannic Majesty’s govern-
ment is expressed that some, if not all, of the useful legislative mea-~
sures for the suppression of the slave trade, which are suggested by
Mr. Schenck in the correspondence between him and this department,
to which you refer, may be recommended to Cono'ress by the govern-‘

ment of the United States.,
In reply, I have the honor to state that a copy of your note, and of
other papers relating to the slave trade, will shortly be commumcated
.by the President to Congress.
I avail myself of thls opportumty to’ renew to you, sir, the assur-
ance of my hlgh cons1derat10n .
W. L MARCY

. Jemn F. CBAMPTON, Esq .y ey (f:c cﬁc
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Mr Ommpton to Mr Marcy

* 'WasnmneTon, July 1, 1853.

Sm: In obedience to an 1nstructxon whlch I have received from the
‘Earl of Clarendon, her Britannic Majesty’s principal secretary of state
for foreign affairs, I have the honor to transmit to you, herewith, a
copy of a dispatch and of its enclosure, which her Majesty’s govern-
ment have received from Rear Admiral Bruce, the commander-in-chief
of her MaJesty s naval forces on the west coast of Africa station, calling
-attention to the embarrassment to which her Majesty’s naval officers
employed in the suppression of the slave trade are subjected, owin
to the practice, which has recently been renewed, by masters an
supercargoes of United States vessels of selling their ships on the
coast of Africa, to be employed as slavers; and I am further instructed,
in communicating these papers, to press upon. the government of the
United States the necessity of increasing their naval force on the west
coast of Africa, in order to. prevent this desecra.tlon of the American
flag. -
T avail myself of this opportumtv to renew to you, sir, the assurance

: of my high conmderatmn
JOHN F. CRAMPTON .

Hon WM L Magrcy, o
Secretary of State. -

Rcar Admzral Brucc to the Secrecaru to the Admzralt Y.

- ¢ PENELOPE,’’ Loanpa, April 1, ]8a3

SIR 1. Perhaps the grea.test difficulty our officers in Africa have
had to contend against in prosecuting the shipment of slaves has been
occasioned by Amemcan masters and supercargoes selling or trans-
ferring their vessels to slave dealers residing on “the coast. ,

* This practlce, I regret to say, is now bem renewed, and the bane-
ful effect of it is shown by the escape of the brig ¢ Sllenus from
Ambriz in I‘ebrua.ry last witi. 600 slaves on board.

2. The ““Silenus’’ arrived on the coast about the 2d of Js anuary, '
from New York, and was immediately denounced by Commodore
Wilmot, of her Ma]esty s sloop ¢ Harlequin,”” and Commodore Man-
ning, of the United States brig ¢“ Bainbridge,”” as a suspicious vessel ;
the latter officer, I believe, took every means in his power to ascertain
her character, but the fact is that, until a day or two before they re-
ceive the slavcs these vessels are not fitted in a manner that w ould_
in a legal point of view justify their detention.

3. The schooner ¢‘ General Kalb’’ is also -a vessel denounced by
Commodore Wilmot, and, as will be seen by the accompanying letter,
her master does not deny that he has already sold her, and tl‘at she
is intended for the slave trade. '

4. The American brigatine ¢ Monte Christo’” from New York,
belonging to Kingston, Powers, master, La Salea, owner, was boarded

Ex. Doc. 99——4
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by her Magesty s sloop ¢¢ Crane,” on the 12th of I‘ebruary ; she had
on board three Spanish, as passengers, who were landed at Loanga,
to establish a factory, it is said, to«rether with 97 large casks in stakes,
gunpowder, 40 pipes of ao'uardlente, a quantity of bale goods, and
‘large crates, and took in sand ballast, intending to sail for Rio de
Janeiro. She was watched ..l the 6th of March, and only left by
the ‘¢ Crane’” when 300 miles off the land, »n her way to Rio. Ttis
not improbable that she will return to the coast, become the property
of the Spaniards, ship- her water casks under ‘the protection of the
American flag, and afterwards take on board sluves ; the sand ballast
answering all the purpose of a slave deck.

5. I deem it right to acquaint you ‘with these particulars, in order
ﬁtha,t you may bring them under the notice of the lords commissioners
‘of the admiralty, with a view to some effectual remedy being applied
‘to an evil, which, if permitted to continue, will completely nulhfy all
our eﬁ'orts in the suppression of the slave trade in this part of the
‘world. T am aware that to the government of the United States this.
question is beset with many 1mped1ments still, however determined
that government may be to preserve its mercantlle marine from foreign
interference, I think it might be induced, ‘without prejudice to the
general principle for which it contends, to ‘make an exception on the
coast of Africa, where its flag is in 80 many mstances desecrated and.
‘used for the worst of purposes o '

- But if the privilege of inspect’ng American vessels s’ not to be con-
ceded to. us, even In those waters, it certainly behooves the govern-
ment of the United States to take measures to prevent those vessels
from being employed in the slave trade; to this end, I would suggest,
1st, the utmost care and caution on- the- ‘part of the United States
agents in Europe and America in ascertaining the character of their
‘vessels sailing for the coast of Africa; 2d, an increased force of small
vessels belonging to the United States, to be employed in cruising on
the coast ; (at present there is only one brig between Cape Lopez and
the southern limit of the station.)*

_ 3d. Regulations compelling. parties sellmrr or transferrmo' vessels
on the coast of Africa to commumcate the partlcula.rs to thelr re-

spect1ve governments
‘ | I have,- &c g
R. W, BRUCE

" Rear Admiral and C’ommander-m-chze;
To the Smmsmr OF :rm: ADMIRALTY ‘

| M. Wzlmot to Mr. Manmng
HeRr BRITANNIC MAJESTY § SLOOP ¢ HABLEQUIN
- St. Paul de Loanda, January T, 1653

Sm I have the honor. to bring before your notice the proceedings
of the two vessels named in the margm,f at present saxhng under the

# Nine hundred milea.
A Genenl Kalb,>? s¢ Sllcnus ,” Amencan colors.
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flag of the United States, clalmmg the protectlon of that country, and
I beg to call your attention to the very suspicious character of these
. vessels, more especially the former, which I cannot help thinking
~might be discovered to be an illegal trader by an American ship-of-
‘war and detained as being engaged in the unlawful traffic of the slave
trade, our great prmclple bemo the preventlon of the slave trade, and
~not the capture of vessels af‘er they have shipped their living cargoes;
although this is a most desirable object, I cannot help feelmo that
both you and myself are actuated by only one great motive in the exe-
- cution of the service upon which we are employed, and that if the
subjects of America and of England are suffered with impunity to
lend their efforts indirectly in defeatmv the object which our respect-
ive governments have in view, Africa .v111 long remain in its  present
deoraded state, and all the efforts of cw1hzat10n wiil be in vain.

The ¢ General Kalb’’ arrived upon the coast at the latter end of
“October last, and an extract from the boarding book of that date states
that the vessel arrived on the 31st October, was boarded by the ¢ Har-
lequin’’ off Ralienda, her name is ““Geeneral Kalb,’’ the master’s name
‘0. Kehemann, the owner, L. Kraft ; that she is a fore and aft scheomer
- (pilot boat) under American colors, from Baltimore, bound to Kabenda,

belonging to New Orleans, 62 days out, with 9 men, and tha.t she is
82 tons burden, her cargo lumber and provisions.

The captain of her farther states that he has sold the vessel and
makes no secret that she is intended for the slave trade.

It is not likely that a legal trader would come to this coast upen an
empty speculation, or t‘nat her cargo would merely consist of a quan--
tity of provisions and planks sufficient to make a slave deck. ‘

Timber is an article that neither the European or natlve merchants
require. = Africa produces this in abundance; nor is it likely that a
regular :r=der would bring out such a small qi.antlty of prov181ons for
sale. It would be like carrying coals to Newcastle.

Since being boarded by the ¢ Harlequin,’’ in November last, the
¢ General Kalb’’ has been up the Cougo river, and she was discovered

by Commodore Foote of her Majesty’s shin ““Volcano,”” fast to the

Portugese factory: pier, at Punte de Sinba, 40 miles up. The captain,

‘mate, and crew were laid up with the fever. I must here state that.
‘the ca,ptam is a Bremen by birth, and has served in Britigh ships-of--
war, and that the mate was with ’the ¢ Wllberforce ” steamer thh the-
Niger expedition.

On the 29th December last she came down the river and was again:
boarded by the ¢¢ Volcano,”’ the captain’s statement bem(r that he was
bound to Ambriz to complete the sale qf his vessel. =

It is very evident from the above circumstances that the vessel in -
question is here for unlawfui ourposes. First at Kabenda, then in
the Congo, then at Ambriz, all for the same object. If he were a
regular trader it is only natural to suppose that he would have one
JSized object in view, and he would either be consigned to a house of

iency on this coast, or remain at a place where he would be most
ely to émrchase such a cargo 28 he required. That he will sell his
vessel and that slaves will be shi gped on board whenever there is a

favorable opportunity, I am confident of, unless the American flag can -
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be proved ts be unlawful]y used by hxm as a cloa.k to his v1lla.1nous
‘intentions. :

'The ¢“Silenus”’ bng was upon thls coast last year for the purpose
of being sold and carrying slaves away. This was perfectly well
“known to all our cruisers, and hence a vigilant watch was kept on her
'proceedmgs ‘Money was on board her for that purpose. - The ¢ Har-
‘lequin’’ was in company with her several times, and after remaining
here some months, trying every expedient to effect her object, which.
~was only thwarted by the anxious care of our vessels, she finally gave
‘up the business and sailed for America, after bemo chased oﬁ' the
Ambriz part of the station by the ‘“Harlequin.” =~
. There is a report, which I believe to be quite true, that the super-
cargo committed great atrocities before he finally left the coast. I will
not enter into them now. They are doubtless well known at Ambriz,
and amongst those who are connected with the slave trade. .

'On the 2d January, of this year, the <“Silenus’’ is again at Am-
“briz, having changed hands entirely, with a new ca.pta.m and a fresh
crew, laden with a general cargo, conmgned* to no one out ‘here, but
on the captain’s own hands.

Now I do not mention these clrcumstances as creatmo' SllSplClonS of
her legality, or not, but only to call-your attention to the fact that
‘this vessel, bearmo such a bad name as she has done, ever since her
arrival’ upon this coast has again made her appem ance, after so soon
f leavmg it a few months ago.
~ The mate reports that ehe has a general cargo, (the captam bemo
on shore at the time,) but she appears very light, and I cannot hel[
thinking that when boarded and examined by an officer of the United
States navy, she will be found to be anything but what is stated, and
that her cargo, most. probably, consists of artlcles that a slave dealer
would be most anxmus for, in eXchanve for the slaves he is to give in
return, -

I trust, sir, you w111 receive tlns commumca.tlon in the same
friendly sp1r1t with which it is wrltten, and that you will readily be-
lieve that I have only one object in asking for your co-operation in.
examining -these two vessels. If you should concur with me in opin-
ion, I shall be very thankful, and I sincerely hope it will not put you
to any mconvemence, nor Leep you loncrer here than ca,n poembly be
‘avoided. : B ,
- I have, &c
o : ARTHUR P. E. WILMOT _
' Commander cuzd sentor oﬁ’lcer soutk azmswn
Commodore J. MaNNING, . :
- Undted. States biig “Bambmdge

. @ Smcc dtsoovered that the ¢ Sdenus ” ‘was consxo‘ned to Sw‘nor Flores, a Bratha.n trader,
residing at St. Paul de Loanda
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- Mr. C’mmpton to M. Mm*cy

' WAsan'mN, August 19 1853

Sir: In comphance with an instruction from the Earl of Clarendon,.
I have the honor to transmit to you herewith a copy of a dispatch
“from Mr. Crawford, her Britannic Majesty’s consul general at Havana,
_respectmcr the employment of an American barque, called the ¢ Jas-
per,’” in the conveyance of slaves from the west coast of Africa to
-Cuba; likewise a copy of the dispatch from her IVIaJesty s consul in the
Bwht of Biafra, which is therein referred to, in order that you may,
if you should think fit, cause them to be communicated to the naval
commanders of the United States who are. cha.rged w1th the suppressmn
' of the slave trade.
‘I avail myself of this opportumty to renew to you, sxr, the assurance

‘of my highest cons1deratlon
' JOHN F CRAMPTON
" Hon. W. L. "\I\RCY, Secreta')yof State

Mr. Bucrgft to .Ea.rl of Glare'ndon o
. ‘ CLARENCE, FERNA‘IDO COUNTY, Aprz’l 6, 1853
My LORD I have the honor to communicate to your highness that
I have received information of an American barque, the ¢ Jasper,”’
‘having succeeded very lately in getting clear with a cargo of sla.ves,
shlpped at some place between (,ape St Paul’s and. Popal
"~ The same vessel was in this place in 1851 and purchased a sma.ll
quantity of palm oil on the island, and “bound for Cuba. She isa
vessel of about 300 tons burden, ha1ls from New York, and was at
that time commanded by a person named Samuel Young.
Tam, &ec., R JOHN BUCROFT
To the EARL oF CLARE}«DOV o

| Mr C'mwford to the Captam Geneml

HAVAM, June 23 1853

- The Earl of Clarendon, &c has transmitted to me the copy of a
“dispatch-which he had recelved from her Majesty’s consul, dated Fer-
nando county, the 6th of Apnl last, giving 1nformat10n that an
American barque, the ¢ Jasper;”’ had succeeded in getting clear with
; cariro of slaves, shipped at some pla.ce between Cape St. Paulo and.
Popal.* ‘ .

) s The ba.rque ¢¢ Jasper,” from Menba. Ch:ces, Afnca, to the consngnment of Don L
Garcia, arrived at Havana on the 10th Decamber, 1851. , _ .
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The vessel a.lluded to salled from thls port for New York, and from
thence must have goné to the coast of Africa, where she had been on®
“a former occasion. -The English and American sailors who were on
board of her would not allow the captain to take any slaves on board,
and she returned here with part of a cargo of palm oil, and brought.
-as passengers her. real owners, a.lthou«h the vessel ‘was. under the

American flag.
The Enghsh sa1loxa, upon their arrival at that tlme, ma.de their
~declarations in this office, as to their having unsuccessfully opposed
“thetaking on board of slaves, and ‘the consul of the United States
“here. would not permit the transfer of the ¢¢ Jasper’’ to the Spanish
-owners, who, as I before have stated, came from the coast of Afrxca.,
as passengers to tlns port s and the’ consul of the United States con-
sidered the ¢“Jasper’’ 5o suspicious altogether that she did not obtain.
her clearance for New York until the 20th of August last. o
‘It would: appear, however, that notwithstanding all these precau-
tmns, this vessel has made a slaving voyage to the coast of Africa, and
I have some reason to think that she brought her cargo to this 1sland
“always under American colors. Knowing the eﬂicacwus measures
“which have been adopted by your excellency to discover the authors of
‘the violation of the law of the treaty which took place at San Juan
de los Remedios on the 24th and 25th of May last, I hope that your
excellency will agree with me in opinion that probably that expedition
was the ““ Jasper’s’’—the more so, as a vessel of her measurement,
306 tons, would bnng over a.bou’c the same number of slaves as, it is-
s3id, were landed at San Juan. I therefore hasten to lay this infor--
.matlon ‘before . your: excellency, as it may facilitate the investigations.
- I have, &c b JOS T. CRAWFOBD
o ~ Consul General in Cuba. -
To his Excellency the CAPTAI\ GENERAL

C’rawfo; d l'O tke E’arl of Clarendon

Hav A‘\A, June 24, 1853.

‘ M& LORD Upon the 1ecc1pt of your lordshlp s dispatch of the 20th
‘ultimo, and its enclosure, which I have the honor to acknowledge, I
addressed a communication to his excellency the captain geueral, a
.copy of which I have now the honor of enclosing to your xordslnp
. 'The American barque ¢ Jasper,’” subject of Mr. Consul Bucioft’s
dispatch, left this port once before (viz: on the 25th January, 1851,) .
her last voyage, and proceeded to the coast of Africa, under the com-
mand of the master, Samuel Young, named in that dispatch. . -
Upon that occasion she had on. board three British seamen and
‘some others, Americans ;. upon her arrival she did not find the slave -
traders, her real owners, to whom she was to be transferred by
Capta.m Young at_Sierre Leone, and she proceeded to almost every
trading . pla,ce on the coast. . [t was, I think, at Little Popal that the
Spanish owners were taken on board ; tmce the planks for a slave
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“deck were taken m, but the Envhshmen and Ameucans would not
- allow any slaves to be embarked, so that the cargo which was intended
~to pay for the negroes was ultxmately chartered for palm oil; and
with part of a'cargo thereof the ‘¢ Jasper’’ returned~to this port on
: <the 10th of December, 1851, after an absence of 11 months. B
"~ The Spanish owners came over in her from Africa, and every. eﬁ'ort_
_was made by them to take her- over from ‘Captain Young, but I was
. able to get the consul of the United States to raise difficulties which -
~-could not be overcome, and so the “J aeper salled for N ew YorL on’
B the 20th of August last.. -
Tt was a oreat doubt, both with the Amencan consul and myself
whether she was really bound to the port of New York, for which she
_-cleared, as we had. mforma.tlon that she was to be transferred to the
:-‘Spamards at Key West. -
- "The ¢ Jasper,”” however, encountered & heavy gale of wmd she‘
*"was so much damaged that she had to put into Key West, and owing -
~ to said  damages, she had also to go on to New. York, \\here, upon
_her arrival, she was subjected to a process, in consequence of the dec-
larations: of the American seamen who had beén on board her the
_previous voyage to the coast of Africa, but from which process it
" seems she got clear, no doubt for want of proof that she had been en-
~gaged in the slave trade, and as was to be etpected she. proceeded.
agam to the coast. -~ . -
" As the vessel, the name of whlch I have not been able to. ascerta.ln, :
' tha.t recently landed 680 bozals at ¥an Juan de los Remedios; was
“a ship or barque of about the size of the ‘“Jasper,’’ capable of stowing
the above mentioned number of slaves, the *<J asper’’ being 306 tons
" per register, I have an:idea that she it was which was burnt at
Cayo Franms, after the landlng was effected; and I'have commumcated ‘
- my suspicions to the captain géneral, cons1der1ng it might aid in the
investigation. of the cxrcumstances whlch by his excellencv 's order, is
‘now going on at San Juan de los Remedlos, to discover and pumsh
‘the parties who were engaged -in that violation of the law and of' the
‘treaty for the suppreqswn of the slave trade ' e

I have, &c g
J OSEPH T. CRAWFORD
- Conswl (’ene; al m (Juba

To the EARL oF CLARE\DO\’ ”
"-']l!"r.._'_:]PIq‘r'_c‘éj_to .Z!I':j‘. Cr aﬁqbtmz o
DR DEPART\IEL\T OF SIATE,
= W'as]nngton August 29, 1803
_ SIR 1 have the honor to acknowledo*e the receipt of your mote of
"the 19th instant, transmitting, for the 1nformat1on of the naval com-
‘manders of the Umted States who are charged with the suppression of

‘the African slave trade, a copy of a dlSpatch from her Britannic Ma-
Jesty’s. consul general at Havana, and. a. copy of a dispatch from her_ |
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‘MaJesty 8 consul in the Brght of Blafra, therem referredto relatrve to_
the employment of -an American barque, called the ¢J asper,’.’ in the
‘earrymg of slaves from the west coast of Africa to Cuba, and to inform
you, in reply, that these papers have been commumcated to the N avy

Department

" Tavail myself of t‘ns opportumty to renew to you, srr, the assurancer
_of my hlo'h consrderatlon | - -

: W L MARCY

JOHNF CI{AMPTON, Esq céc cﬁc cﬁc ER

Mr Crampton to Mr Marcy
| WAerNGrov February 16 1804

Sm The stnct watch Whlch has been kept hy her MaJesty § cruisers
‘on the coast of’ Cuba, together with other circumstances, of which her
Majesty’s government: have lately been informed, have led them to’
'eonclude that henceforth attempts will be made more frequently to fit
out in the ports of the United States vessels intended for the convey-
ance of slaves from Africa to that island; I have consequently been
‘instructed to call the attention of the Unlted States government to this
matter, and to suggest, more especially as a means of defeating the de-
signs of slave traders, that directions should be given to the custom
house officers of the United States to exercise particular vigilance in
‘preventing any slave fittings to be put on board vessels purchased by

ortuguese, Spaniards, or Brazrhans

I avail myself of this ouportumtv to renew to you, sn' the assurance._

.Of my hlghest consrderatlon - 4
I OH‘T F CRAMPTOV |
4 Hon W L MARCY, (ﬁc cf:c cﬁc S

Mr C'rampton to Mr r’lfarcy

WAsur\Grow May 27 1804

Sm Havmg thouvht it m) duty to call the ‘attention of her Ma-'
| Jesty s government to the valuable suggestions made by Mr..Schenck,
the envoy of the United States in Braz1l in'the course of a correspond-
-ence which passed between that mxmster and the Secretary of State of
“the United States in 1851, 1852, and 1853, copies of which accompa-
‘nied the message from the Presulent to the- Senate; dated the Tth of
March, 1854, I have been ‘instructed by the Earl of Clarendon  to
- state to. you, sir; in reference to that correspondence, that these papers’
have attracted much interest and attention in Great Britain, on the
-%art of those acquainted with the past hlStOl‘V of the ¢ slave trade in,

razﬂandmCuba DA R
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I am to state that although the Brazlhan slave trade ha.s ha.ppxly:
ceased since the end of the year 1852, the great and very lamentable
increase of the Cuban slave trade in 1853 has caused her Majesty’s:
~government to give their earnest attention to the. remedial and preven-
tive measures which Mr. Schenck has so_clearly and ~forcxbly pointed
out; to his government for adoption.

- Her Majesty’s government have particularly notlced the third recom-
‘mendation” contained in Mr. Schenck’s dispatch of the 26th of April,.
1852, with regard to the expediency of passing a law prohibiting the
grantmtr of consular sea-letters to American vessels sold on-the coasts -
of Brazil or of Africa; and her Majesty’s government are of opinion-
that if such a prohlbltlon had fortunately ‘heen law in the United
States, a great portion of the Cuban slave trade, which has of late
been extensively carried on in United States vessels, such as the ““no-
torious Lady Suffolk,’” the ‘Jasper,” the “Slleuus, > the ¢ General
de Kalb,”’and otbers, might have been prevented. g

In conclusmn, I have to express the hope of her Magesty s govern-
ment, that some, if notall, of the useful legislative measures suggested
by Mr. Schenck; may be recommended to Con,,ress by the government:
of the United States : |

‘T avail myself of this occasion to renew to you, sir, the ¢ assurance of

my hla'hest cons1de ation.”
R - J OHN F CRAMPTON
Hon W L. ’\IARCY Secretary of . btate '

Mr Marcy to Mr Ommpton

.. DEPARIMENT OF SraTE,
- Washington, June 28, 1854.

SIR I ha.ve the honor to. acknowledoe the receipt of your note of the
26th instant, enclosing two reports. of the _proceedings of -Lieutenant
Page, of the United States brig Perry, in detaining an American
vessel called the Glamorgan, and in watching another, both of which
‘were suspected of being engaged in the slave trade. You likewise
‘state that her Britannic Majesty’s government have received with much
satisfaction the accounts these reports contain of the vigilance and
activity of Lieutenant Page, and of his readiness to-avail himself of
the co-operat1on of Lieutenant Skene, of her Majest) 8 slup Phllomel _
for the prevention of the slave trade. - s

In reply, I have the honor to inform you that no time w111 be lost
in transmitting a copy of your communication to the Navy Depart-
‘ment, which will doubtless make known to Lieutenant Page the man-
ner in which her Majesty’s government lns been pleased to speak of
his conduct on the occasion referred to. :
I avail myself of this opportunity to renew: to you, sir, the as-
sura.nce of my hlo'h cons1derat10n, R ‘

W. L. MARCY.-

* JomN F. CRAMPION,, Esq. , de., &e., (ﬁc
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Crampton to Mr Mamy

WASHINGTOI\ June 26 1854

Sm Her Ma.]esty s 0'overnment have received reports of the pro-
ceeclmgs of Lieutenant Page of United States brig “Perry,” in de-
taining an American vessel called the ¢‘Glamorgan,’” and in watching
.another, both of which were suspected of bemg employed to carry
away slaves from the river Congo. .

I am instructed by the Earl of Clarendon ‘to commumca‘e to you,
sir, the contents of these reports, copies of which I have accordingly
the honor to enclose herewith; and I am further instructed to state to
you, that her Majesty’s government have received with much satis-
faction ‘the account they contain of the vigilance and activity of
Lieutenant Page, and of his  readiness to avail himself of the co-
operation of Lieutenant Skene, of her Magesty 8 shlp “Phllomel ”?
for the prevention of the slave trade.

T avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, srr, the as-

surance of my hlghest co.1s1derat10n ‘
. JOH’,‘_T._I‘. CRAMPTON.
Hon W L. MARCY, _dic ‘y (Cc d:'c_. B : IR

L HER MAJEST Y's SHIP PHILOMEL, .
" Of the River Congo, March 31, 1854

qm I have ‘the honor to-inform you that on my arrival off the
Rrver Congo, on the 21st instant, I found the United States brig-of-
‘war. ¢ ‘Perry ‘watching the movements of ‘the -American barque
<<Milanden,” of New York, which vessel there was strong reason to
suspect was preparing to trade in a cargo of slaves.
2. This vessel had been previously boarded by the boats of her‘
Majesty’s ship ‘“Philomel,” under my command, and nationality
having been correctly ascertamed she was. proved to be bona fide an
‘American, and, consequently, by the treaty between England and
America, out of my power to. detam, even lf I had found her wrth
slaves onboard,. - ' :

8. The commander of the “Perry havmg 1nformed me that he
was very short of water and provisions, I suggested to him that he
should proceed to St. Paul de Loando to procure supplies, and that I
-would remain to watch the ‘suspected vessel during his absence ; but
as the Americans are fully aware of the powerlessness of the En 0'11sh
cruisers to search or detain them, and as this. vessel might pass us
with impunity, I proposed that the American cruiser- should leave an
oﬁ&'cer and boat’s crew on board the ¢ Philomel’’ until her return, so
that, in the event of the vessel in question taking advantage of the
¢ ‘Perry’ ’’ absence to embark slaves and’ effect her escape, an Amer1-<
can officer might be on the spot to seize her. '

‘4. The commander of the ‘“Perry”’ immediately met my views on
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-the subject and havmo' sent an oﬁlcer and crew on board the ¢ Phxlo- ..
' d ’ for this purpose, he sa.rled the followmo‘ da), the 2"d for Lo-
'an a.

5. At dayhght on the 27 th ‘the suspected vessel 1 was seen dropplng
down the river, in the centre and strength of the current. -
- 6. T immediately dispatched the two whale boats of this Shlp, under
. the command of the second lieutenant, and the American officer in
his own boat to cut her off ;" the boats. of this’ ship reached her-some-
time before the American boat but strict. orders were given-to the
- officer in command of this shlp s boats not to go on board until the
Awerican officer got- alongslde, when, if he demanded the aid of the.
English, they were to board her, not till then, = .
Y. The barque had no slaves or slave fittiags on board but from
_information I received from the shore, and which I considered. as -au-
thentic, there were one hundred- and - fifty slaves in the bush, waiting
- for embarcation, together with her slave deck, fittin gs, &c., and she
‘also having a foreign supercargo on. board at the time, all Italian,
and her movements in general being so suspicious, the American
officer deemed it prudent, with my concurrence, to. detain her until
“the return of the ¢ Perry’’ from Loanda. . :
8. On the 30th instant the Perry returned, when I dehvexed the“
~whole of the affairs'in questlon mto the hands of the commander of :
‘that cruiser. '

9. It has given me great pleasure and satxsfactlon to hawe had it in
‘my power, in this instance, to carry out the instructions contained in
-the treaty between the United States of America and Engla.nd for the.
suppression of the slave trade, viz: that of cordial co-operation and .
mutual assistance rendered by the cruisers of these nations to each-
other and in this case it has had at least the good effect of show--
ing that when the cruisers of our respective - governments act in-
'proper concert, how dangerous and, indeed, almost impossible it is

or vessels- mtendmg to engage in the slave trade, to carry out thexr
nefarious purposes L _ '

Tam, &c 'y
JIVO D. SKENE o

C’ommander and senior oﬁzcer of tlze ﬁrst dtmswn -
The SECRETABY OF THE AD\HRALTY . .

LOA\:DA, Marck 28 1854.

My Lorp : We ‘have the honor to acquamt your lordship that the
United States brig ¢ Perry’’ came into this harbor two days ago, and .
that we have received from Lieutenant Page the following confirma-
tion of the intelligence contained in our dlspatch No. 22. .

2. On the 10th instant, about noon, the ¢‘ Perry’’ being abreast of "
the Congo, descried a vessel a long distance out at sea, standing. in
for the land. Lieutenant Page 1mmed1ate1y ran up the blue ensign,
on seeing which the stranger hoisted American colors Lieutenant
Page then determined not to have the appearance of giving chase, but, .
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’ by the belp of hls mght—glam he never lost sxght of the vessel and
‘manceuvered with-so much tact, that, when morning broke, he found
“himself within a few miles of her. I-Ie 1mmed1ately sent his boats in
pursuit, and eventually captured her, the captain declaring that he
.would not have allowed any but an American boat to board him ; but
‘that, seeing they were officers of the United States navy, he at once
acknowled ged that he was making for the land to ship a cargo of
‘slaves (from 600 to 800) who were. Jooking out for him. His slave -
~deck; water, and provisions were all on board. She proved to be a
brig, the ‘“ Glamorgan,”” of 200 tons, from New York, chartered by
a Portuguese now resident in that city, but well known formerly as a
slave merchant on this coast, by name José da Costa Lima Viafia,
and . consigned to another notonous slave déaler in the Congo-and
those pa.rts, named Cunha Reis, also a Portuguese. -
8. The ¢ Glamorgan’’ sailed from New York on the Sth October,
‘and landed her cargo in January, partly in the Congo, and partly at
Ambriz. The master of her was a native of Bremen, “but a naturalized
American ; the mate was either an American or an. Englishman by
birth, beheved to be the latter ; -and these, with the cook and two of
the crew, were. dlspatched in the prxze the followmcr day for New '
York or Boston.. _
4. The su ercargo was from Llsbon, and we regret to say that
Lieutenant Page, who had, at first, declared to hxm that he must
‘either be sent prisoner to the United States, or be delivered over to the
Portuguese authorities, allowed himself, after the man had chosen the-
latter ziternative, to be over~persuaded by the representations which
‘were made to him at Ambriz, and which were signed both by the
American and English agents residing there, as well as by the Portu-
‘guese, and to leave him at liberty at. that place.
5. The ‘“Glamorgan,’” as before stated, had been several times
visited by her Majesty’s cruisers, and as then, , 80 now, at the moment
of capture, her papers, Lieutenant Page declares, were perfectly regu-
lar. If she had not been deceived by the manceuvres of the ¢“Perry’”
she might have _escaped with the greatest ease, her sailing qualities
being far superior to those of that brlg, or,. probably, of any cruiser
on the coast. - '
6. On the person of the supercargo was found a letter with Cunha'
Reis’ signature, telling him of the death of the Queen of Portugal, of
‘the precise position of ‘the ships-of-war at the moment of wrltxng, and
'that then was the time to strike.
- This letter Lieutenant Page sent to Commander Miller, of her Ma-
, Jesty s ship ¢“ Crane,”” who was then cruising in those parts. 3
‘7. ‘Another vessel, also from New York, and under the same sus-
plClOllS cxrcumstances as attended the proceedmos of the ‘¢ Glamor-
gan,’” has recently arrived in the Congo, whose papers appear, like-
wise, quite in order, but of whose sinister intentions Lieutenant Page
was so fully convinced that, on being obliged to repair to this port
for water, he left a boat to watch her most carefully, and with strict
oorders to detain her should she attempt to take any steps confirmatory
-of his suspicions, such as shipping more water, food for negroes, &c.;
and the better to effect this, he had . put himself into communication
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with Capta.ln Skene, of her Majesty’s shlp “Phllomel & who had ]ust
arrived off the Congo as senior officer, and had requested his co-opera--
tion and the assistance of his force in support of the “‘ Perry’s’’ boat,

if necessary ; thus showing a disposition to act cordially and in con-
cert with- her MaJesty s cruisers, from which the best results—if
evinced equally by his brother officers who may succeed him on this
‘station, for he himself expects shortly to_be relieved—may fairly be
looked for The vessel in questlon is.a large barque, called the “ Mx-

landen.”’ S

S We ha.ve, &c., ‘ .
o - GEORGE JACKSON

o o ' e - EDMUND GABRIEL

~.'The 'EARL OF CLARENDON, K.‘ G., (ﬁc cf:c (ﬁc

M. Oramplon to Mr. Marcy

WASHI\'GTO‘T, September 12 1804

~ 8ir: I have the honor to transmit to you, herewith, an extract of a
dispatch which the Earl of Clarendon, her Majesty’s prmmpal secre-
tary of state for foreign affairs, has received from her Majesty’s consul
general in Cuba, reportmo the capture by her Majesty’s ship ¢¢ Espi-
egle,”” of the brig ‘“Grey Eagle,”” -of PhlladPlphld after she had
landed a cargo of slaves at Ortigosa; likewise a copy of a further
dispatch upon this subject, received b} his lordship from Mr. Consul
General Crawford, giving the substance of a deposition made by Jo-
seph Town, of Phlladelphla, before the United States acting consul
at Havana, respecting the voyage of the ‘“ Grey Eagle,”” and the com-
position of her crew. In bringing these circumstances to your know-
ledge, in obedience to the instructions of Ler Majesty’s government,
I am likewise directed to express the hope of her Magesty 8 govern-'
ment that this case may be followed up.

-~ T avail myself of this occasion to offer you, sn', the renewed assur-

ance of oy hwhest consmeratmn
J OHN’ F. CRAMPTON
Hon W. L. Marcy, '
B Secretary oj Siate, cﬁc &c d'c

Extract qf a dzspaich from COnsnl G'eneral Crauford o the L’arl qf
_ ' Clarendon, dated Havana,, June 29, 1854. -

- “Her Megesty s ship ESplenrle sailed from tlns port on the 27th
instant, and was running to the westward in company with the Span-
ish bng-of-war ¢ Aliedo,” when off Bahia Honda, Commander Han-
¢ock observed a brig with no"colors hoisted laying in under the land ;
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‘he therefore stood close in, hut not. seemg any. pelson on board, and
‘no notice having been taken of a gun which was fired, they sent a
boat on board. She proved to be the ¢ Grey Eagle,” of Phlladerphla,
and was undoubtedly a slaver; from which a cargo had very recently
‘been landed. - There was no one on board, no papers, ¢ colors, nor any-
thing to showunder what flag she had. been navigating; nor was there
‘any ev1dence to show, that she had been taken bv the authontles, nor
any town in sight from the place the brig was fallen in with. Under
‘these cn'cumstances Commander Hancock took possession of her; and
he states that he might have brought her away without any interfer-
ence, but as it was late he preferred after he had put on board an offi-
cer and a prize crew, to lay by her during the night. In the morning
however, the commander of the ¢Aliedo’ stated to Commander Hancock
that the brig had been captured by the Spanish authorities of Bahia
‘Honda, w1th 205 negroes on board, who were prisoners at that place ;
and, under these.clrcumstances, she was given up to the Ahedo,

be hrono'ht to this port for adjudication. ‘

" tTlearn from the. captain general that the sla.ver referred to landed
her cargo, consisting of some 400 bozal negroes, at Ortigoza; that
the negroes were in a wood, but that they dlspersed and up to the
latest advice$ only the number mcntloned of two hundred and odd
had been rescued o . ,

HAVA‘IA, July 20 1804

MY LORD 1 understand ‘that the . slave1 brig ¢ Grey Eagle’’ has
been given up as a prize to the ¢ Espiegle,’” and “that the case is being
proceeded with before the mixed court of justice at this place. I re-
gret, however, to -state to your lordship that, until ‘now, no more of
the negroes have been captured, and from what T have learnt from the
proceedmg instituted at Bahia Honda, the good intentions of the cap-
tain general are likely to be frustrated hy the eﬂ'orts of the slave
tra.ders, and the all powerful application of gold. - ‘

It appears that the crew of the ‘“Grey Kagle” came from Bahla.‘
Honda into the port. of Havana on board of a coasting schooner.
The master, whose name was ‘“Donald,’” said to be by birth a French-
man, now a naturalized citizen of the United States, took passage
hence to Charleston, and all the rest had also got away, when alad
whose name was Joseph Town, describing himself as of Philadelphia,
appeared before the acting consul of the United States, and registered
his deposition on oath, w]:uch the acting consul has transmltted to the
United States dlstnct attorney. ‘Said Joseph Town declares that the
master’s name was ¢ Donald,’” that three of the sailors were Mitchell,
Bourdon, and Leconte, the latter a Portuguese, one Spaniard, and five
more Frenchmen, who composed the créew. = That :the deponent
shlpped at Philadelphia, as he understood, and the others who spoke
English, for St. Thomas ; that having salled as they thought, a-
much longer distance than St. Thomas, they insisted upon knowing
where they were bound, and were then mformed that they were going
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to the coast of Afnca., Where in a few days afterwards they a.rnved
and in an hour or two the negroes were put on board, and they had
again sailed, bound, as they were told, for Havana ; that after a pas-
sage of thlrty-ﬁve or thirty-eight days, they arrived -at, and entered,
a small narrow river, where the slaves werc instantly landed and the
same night they (the crew) were sent off, about twelve hours ride dis-
tance to an estate, where they lay concealed for ten or twelve days.
Your lordship will perceive how exceedingly defective is the deposi-
tion, in which no dates are put down, no names or places, no mention
of the number of negroes, and the name of' the coaster by which they
came to this port is mentioned. The deponent, however, says that he-
is sure the district governor was bribed, as he saw him receive $32,000,
and three others also got $2,500 each. What is very much to be re-
gretted is, that Mr. Robertson, the a.ctmg Amemcan consul, should
not have detained the young man, who he says was particular ly smart
and observant, and his evidence would certainly have been ‘most valu-
able ; very probably I think, if well managed, it would have led to
the conviction of the whole: of the parties concerned in the affair of
the ‘* Grey Eagle’’ at Ortigoza and Bahia Honda, but the w xtness s
gone, and I am very sorry for it. _‘ - .
Iha.ve &c &c, o

J 0S.. T CRAWFORD .
o S Consul (’eneral Ouba
 The EARL oF CLARENDON.

Mr Marcy to Ma Urampton

_ _ DEPART\IE\T OF bIA'rL, N
' .. Washington, September 13, 1854.

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of
yesterday, transmitting an extract from a dispatch of the 29th of June
last, and the copy of another dlspatch of the 20th of July following,
both from her Britannic Majesty’s consul general in Cuba to the Earl of
Clarendon, relative to the capture of the brig ¢ Grey Eagle,””. of Phila-
delphia, and expressing the hope of your government that the case
may be followed up.

In reply, I have the honor to inform you that proceedmgs have been
instituted by the authorities of the United States against the parties.
1mphca.ted in this case, and that those. proceedmgs will be prosecuted‘
to a termination.

I avail myself of this. opportumty to- renew to you, sir, the as-
surance of my hlgh conmderatlon _ _

“W. L. MARCY. ;

JOKN'F.‘ CRAMPTON_’, Esq., &e., de., de.
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Mr C’rampton to M. Marcy

WASHINGTON, October 20, 1854.

Sm I have the honor to enclose, herewith, for the information of
‘the proper department of the government of the United States, a copy
-of a dispatch which I have received from her Majesty’s consul general
at. the Havana, stating that a certain Don J 08é Egea lately left the
Havana_for New York, for the purpose of orgamszr aslave trading
expedition from that port ‘

The information contained in Mr. Crawford’sletter seems ca.lculated
to enable the United States authorities at New York, and the officer
.commanding the naval force of the United States on the coast of
Africa to trace Mr. Egea 8 proceedmos and to prevent the executlon
-of his design.

T avail myself of thls occasion - to offer to you, sn', the renewed as-

surance of my hwhest cons: dexatlon .
o JOHN F. CR'A_MPTONr .

Hon W. L MARCY L ‘
- SecretarJQmete e

HAVANA, October 11 1804

Smr: 1 h sten ‘to glve you the following information, whlch I have
just received from an undoubted source, relative to an expedition
which is being prepared for the slave trade at New York, thence to be
dispatched to the coast of Africa.

On the 28th ultimo a certain Don ‘José. EO'ea, left this place 1for

New York, in order to purchase through the house of Lasale, No. 6
Broadway, a vessel, preferring the rig of a pilot boat, or fore and aft
schooner, capable of bringing- over 500 slaves: from Africa to this
island. The vessel to be equlpped with water and all things neces-
sary for the slave trade, and, so prepared, to sail from New York,
proceedmg to a place on the coast of Africa in latitude 4° 52" south
and longitude 11° 15" east of Greenwich, where the slaves are, and
have been for some. time, ready to be put on board. - I understand
that just to leeward of the point designated by the latitude and longi-
tude above mentioned there is a bxo'ht known as Black Point, and that
our cruisers are generally about ten miles distant. The Spamsh cap-
tain, whose name is Ortaya, goes passenger from New York in this
slaver, and he is to assume. the command as soon as the negroesare on
board and the vessel is ready to set sail from the coast of Afnca. The.
parties engaged in this adventure have been named to me, as well as
the place to which the vessel is to come for the purpose of landing her
cargo; but these facts are of no interest in the ohject which I have in
view by this dispatch. :
- Almost all the slave e\pedltlons for some time. past have . been
fitted out in the United States, chiefly at New York, where there must
be some establishment—ship, or outfitting, carpenter 8, Or. bullder 8
yard—specxally undertaking such business for the slavers. '
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I am aware that the attention of the Umted States government ‘has
béen directed to that circumstance, and that the vigilance of the Ame-.
rican officers at Philadelphia and New York has been such asthat the-
masters of two slavers are at present under trial for slave tradmg,'
and the vessels, in both instances, although purchased elsewhere in the
United States, were fitted out at, and sa.lled from, New York. “ I am,
therefore, confident that every assmta,nce would be afforded for the de-

‘tection of the slaver about to be  equi Eped by Don José Egea, and I
hope that you will be able to engage the energies of the proper officers
of the government for the purpose, who will know that it is necessary
‘o observe the greatest secrecy and chscretlon, 80 as to trace Mr. Egea
and watch his progress, in order to pounce upon the expedltlon at the
moment of its completlon I have, &c., '

. T " JOSEPHT. CRAWFORD -
Her Majesty’ s Oonsul General in Cuba

Hls Excellency Jonx F. 'CRAMPION

2![1 _ Marcy to Mr Cmmpton |

 DEpARTMENT oF Smm,
" Washington, October 25, 1854.

Sm I ha.ve the honor to a.cknowledge the receipt of your note of
the 20th instant, with the accompanying documents relative to Don.
José Egea, who is supposed to have recently left Havana for the : pur-
pose of organizing a slave trade expedition at New York,

- In reply, I have the honor to acquaint you that a copy of your com-
munication has been sent to the attorney of the United States for the
southern district of that State, with proper directions upon the subject.

1 avail myself of this occasion, sir, to offer to you the renewed as-
surance of my very great consrderatmn ST

WL L. MARCY-. 2

Joux F. CRA_M_PTON, Esq., ‘&c.,d,c.,-cﬁc. o

Mr. Orampton to Mr. Marcy

BrrTrsH LEGATION N
: _ Washmgton, December 2, 1854

Sm I have been instructed by her Majesty’s government to com-
municate to the. government of the United States the two papers
which I have the honor to enclose herewith, and to call your attention
to the facts thereby disclosed, in regard to the manner in which the
vessels of the United States are employed in carrymg on the slave.
trade to the island of Cuba.

The first of these papers is a copy of a dlspatch received by her

Ex. Doc. 99—>5
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Majesty’s. government from her Majesty’s commissary judge at the
Havana, and will be found to contain information respecting the
system now constantly pursued, and which appears every day to be-
come more general', by which vessels fitted out in the United States,
and commanded and manned by American citizens, are employed in
this inhuman traffic. e : ' o
- The second paper contains copies of three depositions sworn before
Mr. Lynslayer, the governor of Fernando Po, and acting British
consul in ‘the island, by three of the crew of the American schooner
“QOregon,’”’ showing the circumstances under which that vessel was
in May and June last engaged in a slave trading voyage on the coast
of Africa, which, however, was interrupted by the stranding of the
vessel in the river Bonny. This document will be shown to throw
considerable light upon the devices restored to by the masters of
slaving vessels, in order to evade the legal consequences of these
criminal acts. =~ = .~ - = L o

I avail myself of the present opportunity to renew to you the as-
surance of my highest consideration. - o

o R o JOHN F. CRAMPTON.
- Hon. W. L. Marcy, dec., d&c., dc. S K

——

Extract of a dispatch from Mr. Backhouse, her Majesty’s commissary
- judge at the Havana, to the Earl of Clarendon, dated October 10,
- Some time since I heard that 359 negroes had been landed in the lat-
ter.part of August last, from an American schooner fitted out at New
York—the ““Peerless,”’ Captain Brand—at a place called Morillos, on
the north coast of this island to the west of Havana; that informa-
tion of this landing was given to the late captain general, and that
the negroes were found and seized on a sugar estate; that the super-
cargo, a Spaniard, by name Vasquez, having received his money, left
this port, apparently without attempt at concealment, in-an American
ship, the ¢“Cornelia’’ on the 10th ultimo, for New York, and that
all the crew having received their money had gone also to the United
States. | 3 R |
I beg respectfully to call your lordship’s particular attention to
some of the above mentioned facts as instances of what there is reason
‘to think is becoming the general system for carrying on the slave trade
to this island. = Vessels intended for this purpose are fitted out in the.
United States generally in New York, and often, I am told, at Charles-
ton -and New Orleanes, apparently for lawful trade, and commanded
and manned by American citizens. Each vessel takes out a passen-
ger, who is generally a Spaniard, and who, on arriving at the coast of
Africa, superintends the getting on board of the slave equipments and
cargo, together with a slave crew, generally including Spaniards as
~well as Portuguese and others, and takes charge of the vessel and cargo
for the rest of the voyage. Such appears to be a part of the system
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generally adopted now. The consequepce is, that though the cargo
be Spanish property, and the real captain a Spaniard, yet, because the
vessel appears to be American property, and perhaps is really so, no
commander of a British cruiser, without good reason for thinking the
appearance false, may interfere with her. If the local authorities at
the place of landing in Cuba seize some of the negroes in order to
escape the punishment for neglecting their duty, the captain and crew
need not be arrested, be-:ause no such motive exists for their capture,
as for that of the negroes, and they therefore can go leisurely to the
United States in order to enter into engagements to perform their re-
spective parts in a new similar undertaking. - Most, if not all these
circumstances, appear to have attended the case of the ‘¢ Peerless’’ and
other cases of recent occurrence. The facilities for carrying out this
system of slave trading are greatly contributed to by the apparent
immunity generally from seizure of the captain and crew of a slaver.
- Mr. Crawford informed me lately that there had %ien a slaver
‘wrecked on the Isle of Pines, where five Bozal negr-ws an ! two dead
bodies had been found about the 20th of August last. ard that the
surviving Bozals had declared, through an interpreter o {he Congo
nation, that they had been cast away, and the whole ui ibe negroes
except themselves had been lost, and the master and one or two of the
crew saved. It was discovered that the wrecked slaver was American,
the master’s name Bryan, and that he (the master) had come to
Havana, and immediately embarked for Charleston in the American
steamer ¢‘ Governor Dudley.”’ ' T

At Clarence, island of Fernando Po, on July 27, 1854, personally
appeared before me, James William Bishop Lynslayer, esq., governor
of the island of Fernando Po, Richard Edmonson Birkett, master of
the good ship ‘“Belle,”” of Liverpool, who, on being sworn, deposed : .
That while laying in the river Bonny, on June 26, of the present year,
a schooner with Spanish colors flying entered that river; the colors
were half-mast high the previous day. Ihad been requested to dis-
pose of an anchor for a schooner at the bar. I went to the chairman
of the Bonny court of equity, to consult with him if it was prudent to’
dispose of the anchcr, being under the impression it was for a slave
vessel; he advised me not to give it. I went alongside the schooner
to let the captain know he could not get it; the schooner had run on
the mud. When I got alongside the captain requested me to go on -
board, as he was in distress; the water was up to the slave deck inside.
On my boarding her, the captain and supercargo wished to deliver the
vessel up to me, for the purpose of giving her up to the British gov-
ernment or officers. I told the captain I could not take charge of her
without a written document from:him to that purport; he gave me
one authorizing me+to take charge of her. Ithen allowed the captain,
supercargo, and the crew then on board of her, to go to my vessel,
taking their wearing apparel and private property only. I then got
the schooner’s sails furled; got an anchor belonging to the ‘“Belle’’
out inshore, cleared up the decks, and.put eveything below; sent my
chief officer and carpenter to nail the hatches down and lock them. I
left three men in charge at 6 p. m. I again went toconsult with the
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‘chalrma.n, when I was 1nformed by him that the natrves meditated an
attack on- the schooner that night. The chairman strongly advised
me to remove my men in case of an attack, and fearful of their being
murdered by the natives. “At 9 p. m. hvhts were seen on board the
schooner, (my men having been removed previous,) and it was raining
‘very hard at the time ; there was also a sound as if hammers were at
work. At 5.30 a. m., on the following morning, I saw boats along-
side the schooner, and men at work --the English flag ﬂyrng in the
main rigging. I went.alongside and inquired of the person in charge,
who had taken possession, and at what time they had done so? He
informed me that Captain Hemingway had boarded her the previous
evening about 9 o’clock, and he was then discharging cargo out of her,
ha,vmﬂr broken open the locks and hatches. A meeting was called
next da.y of the (captains) supergoes, king, and chiefs, and remon-
‘strances made as to the legality of Captain Hemingway’s proceedings.
I produced the document I had from the captain. of the schooner, au-
‘thorizing me to take possession of her; but Captain Hemingway would
not give her up. I left my anchor on board the schooner. The Span-
ish ﬂag which was flying when I ‘boarded _her, a declaratron both in
English and Spanish, and an inventory given to me by the captain
and supercargo of every thing on board. with the keys of the locks of
the hatches, I now deliver up ) to Commander Bedingfield, of her Ma-
jesty’s steamship ¢ Pluto,"’ in the presence of the- aforena.med J. W,

B. Lynsla}er, esq
| o * R. E. BIRKETT.
Sworn at Olalence, 1s1a.nd of Fernando Po, thrs 27th dav of J uly, "

-1854
I W. B. LY\TSLAYER
' (’ocernor and actm g Bmtzsk Consulaw Agent

At Clarence, 1sland of Fernando Po, on the 27 th of July, 1854, per-
sonally appeared before me, J. W. B. Lynslayer, esq., governor of
the island of Fernando Po, Joseph Cowen, chief officer of the ship
¢¢ Belle,’” of Liverpool, who on being sworn, deposed That he went
on"board a schooner, under Spa.msh colors, in--the river Bonny, by
order of Captain Birkett, to get out an anchor. (belonging to. the
¢Belle’” ;) the vessel was nigh full of water. The anchor was got
out, the hatches put on, they were locked, and I gave the keys to
Cap tam Birkett. - Evervthmo- was put down below, off the deck.
Nothmo' was ta.ken cut of the schooner durm« the time that I was

there
J. COWEN

Sworn a.t Clarence, 1sland of Fernando Po, _27 th of July, 1804
: - J.W.B. LYN SLAYER, dc., de. &c

At C‘larence, 1sland of Fernando Po, on the 27th of J uly, personally
appea.red before me, J. W, B. Lynsla.ver, esq., &c., &e., &c., Charles
‘Bfown, carpenter of the ship ‘‘ Belle,”” of Lrverpool who bemg duly
sworn, deposed : 'That he went on board & schooner under Spanish co-
lors in the river Bonny; thiat the said schooner was nigh full of water;
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'that an anchor was ‘got from the ¢ Belle,” the schooner not havmg,
one; the hatches were all put on, the bars on top; I put nails to pre-.
vent the hatches or bars being opened. Nothing whatever was ta.ken-

out of the schooner durmg the tlme that I was there. = s
: CHARLES BROWN

bworn at Clarence, 1s1and ot Fex nando Po, this 27th J uly, 1854.
J.W. B LYNSLAYER, d’,c ., dc

At Clarence, 1s1and of Fer nando Po this 27th J uly, 1804 appeared
before me, J. W. B. Lynslayer, esq., &c., &c., &c., J ohn Walsh,
seaman, who. being sworn, stated : I joined "the schooner ¢ Oregon’” -
of New Orleans, at Charleston, South Carolina, for a voyage to St.
Thomas, West Indies; there were six passengers, but- after we left
Charleston, one turned supercaroo ‘and the others became seamen ;
‘they were Spaniards, I think.. We left on 22d Apnl “After we had
been some days (seven, I think,) at sea, the captain got a brush of
‘paint (black) and rubbed it over the name at the stern, thus marking
it out. The other seamen and myself spoke of this to the mate, who
told us to- go aft to the captain; he said, ‘“well boys, I’'m going to the.
-coast for niggers.”” -Our wages were $—— per month, but he told us
this: he said they would be increased to 840 per month. I believe -
Rio Pongo was his destination—called there, but a small vessel “gave
‘us chase ; we outran her in two hours; the ‘“Oregon’’ was a very fast
‘sailer. We went down the coast; saw the land often’; came to off
. Bonny at the mouth of the river. ’A man of the name of Jack Brown,
head pilot of the river, came off in a large canoe and took away four
‘barrels of rum, two. ‘barrels of fish, bread rice, and ' other articles to
“ fill his canoe.. 'We got under wewh in & calm, with a boat towing us
“.ahead ; the schooner drifted ashore and remained five. hours; she re- -
ceived damatre proceeded up the river, and having no anchor, the
‘captain put her on shore. I heard the captain give-the vessel up to
Captain Birkett for delivery to the British authorities. 'We took our
‘clothes and went on board the ¢ Belle,”” under the protection of Cap-
tain Birkett. The schooner had Spamsh colors half-mast on entenng __

- the nver Bonnv
' J OH"\T WALSH -
Sworn at Clarence, 1sland of Fe1 nando Po, thls 27tl1 day of J uly, :

1804
J W B LYNSLAYER d’,c dc cﬁc

At Clarence, 1sland of Fernando Po, on the 27th J uly, 1804, per-
-sonally appeared before me, J. W. B. Lynslayer, esq., &c., &ec., &ec.,
-John Pearce, seaman, who being sworn deposed: I joined the schooner
¢‘Oregon’’ of New Orleans at Charleston, South Carolina, for a voyage
-to St. Thomas, West Indies. There were six passengers, but after we

left Charleston one turned supercargo and the other r five became sea-
‘men ; they were Spamards, I think. We left on the 22d April; when
-off Bermuda the captain got some black paint and rubbed over the
ship’s name; he then told us he was ‘“going to the coast for niggers,’”

increasing our wages from $18 to $40 per month. Called at Rio Pongo,
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but a small vessel gave chase, and we. ran down the coast often
making the land; the ““Oregon’’ was a very fast vessel. “We left
Charleston under Amencan colors, but afterwards they were changed
~to Spanish. Anchored off Bonny; acanoe came off, and Jack Brown,
-the head pilot, got her full of rum, rice, bread, fish, a.nd a great many
other things. The schooner got ashore; got off again and entered the
Bonny with Spanish colors half-mast hl"'ll had no anchor, and the
captain ran her ashore, delivered her up to Captain Birkett of the
shlp “Belle,” to be dehvered to the British author1t1es

"JOHN PEARCE
Sworn at Clarence, &c &c &e. ,
. J ‘W. B. LYNSLAYER &c c%c e.

At Clarence, &e., &c., &e., personally appeared before me, James
‘William. Bishop Lvnslayer ‘esquire, &c., John McLaughlin, seaman,
‘being sworn, deposed: I joined the schooner ¢ ‘ Oregon,’’. of New
-Orleans, at Charleston, South Carolina, for a voyage to St. Thomas,
- 'West Indies; there were six passengers on board, but after we Teft

Charleston one turned supercargo, and the other five seamen—I think
they were Spaniards; we left on the 22d April; when at sea a few days,
- the ship’s name was rubbed out by the captain With black pamt and on
- inquiring hisreason for so doing, he replied that ‘‘he was going to the
coast for niggers;”” he 1ncreased our wages from $18 to $40 a month
we called at Rio Pongo, but as a small vessel gave chase, we ran down
the coast ; we often saw land; anchored off the mouth of the river
Bonny; N large canoe with the head pilot, Jack Brown, came off and
returned with her full of goods of the cargo ; the schooner got ashore,
but got off again and entered Bonny with the colors half-mast high;
‘she left Charleston under Amencan colors..
: JOHN MoLAUGHLIN

1 Sworn at Clarence, 1sland of Fernando Po, this 27th day of Julv,
. 854 o
J W B. LYNSLAYER dc .y e,

- My, J.[a’rcy to Mr. Cra‘mpton

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, |
Washmgton, December 8, 1854.

Smr: 1 have the honor fo acknowledwe the recelpt of your note of
“the 2d instant, calling my attention to two papers thercin enclosed
relative to the manner in which vessels of the Umted States are em-
ployed in carrying on the African slave tradé to the island of Cuba,
and to inform you in reply, that I will endeavor to make use of them
for the more effectual prosecution of persons concerned in that traffic
who may be subject to the jurisdiction of this government

T avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, 811‘, the assu-
rance of my hlgh consrderatlon, o

W. L. MABCY.

JOHNF CRAMPTOV Esq. ,&c de., (ﬁc
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W Crampton to M. Marcy. | -
. Wasmarox, dpril 18, 1856.

- 8Sr: I have been instructed by her Majesty’s government to com-
municate to the government of the United States the circumstances of
the capture by a Brizilian cruiser of the American schooner Mary E.
Smith, with a cargo of 387 slaves on board, as detailed in the report
of which I have the honor to enclose a copy, from her Majesty’s consul
at Bahia ; and to draw your attention to this case, as showing the sys-
tematic manner in which, as I have on previous occasions had the
honor to represent to you, theflag and vessels of the United States are
abused hy persons engaged in committing the piratical crime of slave
I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, sir, the assurance

of my highest consideration. - _ T _
SR - . JOHN F. CRAMPTON.
Hon. W. L. Marocy, &e., &c., &c. L

.+ Brrriss CoNSULATE, = .-
. _ _ .. .. .Bahia, February 13, 1856.
My Lorp : I havethe honor to report that the American schooner
¢ Mary E. Smith,”” which wasthe subject of Mr. Grattan’s dispatch to’
your lordship on the 15th September last, accompanied by a memo-
randum- furnished to him by the collector of the customs at Boston,
‘was captured on the 20th ultimo off St. Matthews by the imperial
Brazilian. cruiser ¢‘Olinda,’’ and brought. into this port with 387
Africans. - _ S
It appears the master of this slaver had previously, on the coast of
Rio de Janeiro, attempted to effect a landing, but, being repulsed by
the police, came northward, determined at some point or-other to
carry out his nefarious resolution, for which purpose, feigning distress,
he entered the port of St. Matheos, in the province of Espirito Santo,
about six degrees south of this city. =~ s AT
 From the vililance then evinced on the landing of two of her Por-.
tuguese passengers, Manoel de Costa Bastos.and Jodo Jose Vianna,
‘who, no doubt, are interested parties, it soon became clear to them
‘that they were suspected, and an intention existed, on the part of the
authorities, to capture the schooner in port; on which, hurrying on
board, she soon stood out to sea ; but.in the short space of a few hours
afterwards was captured by the above mentioned cruiser. o
I never heard or saw a more distressing case of slave trading than
the one the Mary E. Smith has offered. With a capacity of only
122 tons, five hundred human beings were crammed into her on the
coast of Africa, of whom 133 had died previous to her capture ; and
subsequently, until her arrival in this port, 67 Africaus expired from
exhaustion consequent upon starvation and disease, their bodies being
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eaten into by vermm of the remainder landed, 76 have been buned

and, of the surv1vors, 109 are in the hospital suﬁ'erm from the dis-
-ease contracted on board. - Such is the deplorable result of this inhu-
‘man trafic. But, as a retributive act of justice, the master and three
seamen are likewise .at present in the hospita). dangerously ill from
‘the effects of disease caught from the unfortunate individuals whom
_they were instrumental in tearing away from their country.

All the ship’s papers were fortunately seized at the time the schooner
'was captured. Her crew is composed of—Cranovich, an Austrian by
birth, but a citizen of the United States, known well on this coast as
.ha.vmg been for many years mate in the Brazilian steam packet ser-

vice, on the line from Rio de Janeiro to Pari ; several American and
two Portuguese seamen. The two so-called passengers are residents
of Rio de Janeiro, and supposed to be members of an association formed
there some time ago, and in Portugal; for slave-trading purposes.
- I'regret to add that, from the investigation made on board by the
chief of police, four more vessels purchased in the United States and
‘belonging to the same association, are expected with Africans. The
first expected is named the Mary Stuart,

I have also been in communication with the pres1dent of the prov-
ince on this subject, as well as for the purpose of obéaining 1nformat10n
‘as to watch the nature of the steps taken to punish the guilty. -

I have expressed to his excellency, in the name of her Majesty’s
government, my congratulations on' the vigilance exercised by the
authorities on the coast; but added that, inasmuch as this was the
first ‘example of a seizure in. ﬂagrante of the erew and papers of -a
slaver by a Brizilian cruiser since the passing of the law of Septem-
ber 4, 1852, your lordship will naturally expect the ntmost severity
of that law to be enforced against the men-stealers, both as a warning
to others, and in proof of the good faith of government, The presi-
dent then requested me to furnish him with a copy of Mr. Grattan’s
dispatch to your lordship and of the memorandum attached to it, in
order to trace the guilt of the parties, and to serve as circumstantial
evidence--of their prosecution before the auditor of marme, and with
that request I did not hesitate in complying. . = - ‘

Although promised by the president copies of the ship’s papers and
other documents to transmit to your lordship, I have not yet received
them, which I shall not delay doing as soon as: they come‘to hand.

1 enclose herewith copies of my communications with her Majesty’s
legation at Rio: and add thereto a translation of a leading article of
one of the journals of this city, as it is characteristic of the re-action
expenenced during some considerable time past in this 01ty in respect
to the African traffic.

_In conclusion, allow me to express the satisfaction I feel that in all
the investigations which have taken place at the police, no md1v1dual
residing within this consular dlstnct is suspected of ha.vmo had any
dealmgs in this nefanous case. . :

1 ha.ve, &e., 5
J OHN MOBGAN
The EABL OF CL.ARENDO‘T, K. @, &c &c., ctc
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Mr Ma; cy. to M9 . C’rampton

DEPAB.T\IE\T OF Sr.un, L
Washington, April 9, 1856.

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledo'e the receipt of your commu-
nication of yesterday, in which my attentlon is drawn to the case of
-the capture, in January last, by a Brazilian cruiser, of-the American
schooner ‘“ Mary E. Smith,”” with a cargo of 387 slaves on board, as
‘showing the systematic manner in which- the flag and vessels of the
United States are abused by persons engaged in the slave trade.

I avail myself of this opportudity to renew to y ou, sir, the assurance

of my hlgh cons1derat10n '
| W, L. MARCY
JOHN E. CRA\IPTON Esq cﬁc cﬁc , ch o

D, .Kent to By, Webste)

'[No. 32.'] S CO‘ISULATE OF THE U\IITED SEATE:«
o L . Iio de Janeiro, April 10, 1832 _

SIR: As the matters connected mth the slave trade on this coast
have an important bearing upon commerce and navigation, the inter-
ests of which are intrusted to the consular department, I deem it not
improper to make some suggestions, and to state some facts to the
department on this interesting subject.

I am happy to say, in the first place, that I have 1o reason to sup-
pose, and ‘do not believe that there is now, or has been for the last
‘year, a single vessel under the colors of the United States engaged in
‘this traffic from Brazil. During the first six months after I entered
upon the duties of this consulate, (1849-'50,) I felt compelled, under
the provisions of the laws of the United States and the instructions to
‘y predecessor from the department, to grant several sea letters to
American vessels sold here to citizens of the United States not usually
residing in a foreign country..-In all such cases I required proof of
all the facts specified in the statute of enrollment, and limited the
‘master to ‘“‘lawful voyage or voyages until the ﬁrst arrival in the
United States.”” " In no case had I evidence of a des1gn to engage in
the slave trade, although'l was not free from a suspicion of such a.
design in some of the cases. I believe, from facts which I have
learned, that all those vessels which did actually go to the coast of
Africa have been captured and condemned, and that not one. of them
returned to-this coast with slaves. The course adopted in former
years to obtain the use of the United States flag in this nefarious
traffic has been so fully stated heretofore, and is so well understood,
‘that it is needless to repeat the explanation. But no application for,
such a sea letter has been made to this office for nearly two years, and .
no sale of a vessel of the United States has been made in this port
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dunng tha.t tlme, where I ha.d any reason to suspect that the purchase

~was made with adesign toengage in the slave trade. The permanent
and temporary residents in this city, natives of the United States, who
were generally understood to have some connexion, directly or indi--
rectly, with this trade, have fa.lled in husmess, and nearly all of them
have departed to ‘places unknown,”” and I trust they will never Te-
“turn to disgrace their country and outrage humamty .

In reference to the trade itself, I am also happy to say, tha.t it has _

been, so far as I know and beheve, in a great measure, if not entirely,

-suppressed for the last year. It may not become me to speak of the
operations on sea and land, carried on by the English and Brazﬂlan
authorities, except as to results '

. 'Whatever views may be enter tained of the declded strong, and
vigorous measures of the English cruisers, when tested by the strict
prmclples of international law no one can fail to see that they have
been effective, in a great deO'ree, in suppressmo for the time the 1n-
famous traffic. -

The English vessels have made many captures and the Braz1han
oovernment has certainly made new and apparently honest and earnest
eﬁ"orts for the same object and with like results. These efforts and
ca.ptures have been most disastrous and discouraging to those engaged
in the trade.. They have been astonished, confounded and very much
alarmed, and generally have w1thdrawn, at least temporarlly, from
the business. - Some of them have been banished from the country,
‘and some who were capiured condemned to imprisonment. '

~But I am well persuaded that the slave trade is but “¢ scotched, not
kllled ’’"and that if the pressure is removed it will again spring. into
full life and vigor. It is true there is a large party, composed prin-
cipally of native Brazilians, who are ea.rnestly opposed to the traffic,
but their is, on the other.hand, a very powerful and influential body,
composed of men of wealth and enterprize, who have apparently no
conscientious scruples on the subject, who would, I have no doubt;

enter again into the trade_as soon as the chances of ‘success outwelgh
the chances of capture. It is generally conceded that if one cargo
out of three comes safely over from Africa, a decided profit will ensue .
“to the owners, although two of the vessels with their cargoes may be
captured or lost. A slave costs on the coast from twenty to forty dol-
lars, and is worth, when landed, from two to three hundred dolla.rs ;
this profit is 80 great that it is in vaiu to hope that moral suasion’
alone will deter those who have no conscientious scruples on the sub-
ject; and candor compels me toadd that I fear, that upon demand and
with sufficiently tempting offers, our own vessels and some of our citi-
zens would be found again prostituting the honored flag of our nation, .
‘by participation in this disgraceful commerce in human beings. . The
strong arm of power has put it down, and in my judgment thls alone
can keep it prostrate, at least for many years. - :

I know that it is the opinion of many phlla.nthroplsts that if the
trade was left entirely free and unrestricted it would soon exhaust
itself by over production, if that term may be used. But there are
facts not generally known or considered that stand in fatal opposition
to this view: one, and the most important, is, that it has been found
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‘here more proﬁtable to exhaust slaves by long contmued and severe'
labor for eight or ten years, and then supply their places by new im-
portations, than to raise children.  Hence arises the great disinclina-
tion on most estates to_ encourage or permit connexion between the
sexes by marriage or otherwise, or to provide for their proper nursing
and care of the comparatively few children that are born.. .

‘The mortality among adult slaves and children is truly a.stomshmg
So long as the trade continues, there will be a very large demand an-
nually to supplv the void made by death and disability alone. But
if the trade is effectually and finally suppressed, necess1ty, prudence,

~and self-interest.will compel an abandonment of the institution of sla-
~very, or an entire change in the treatment of slaves and their children
in the particulars. above alluded to, and an ass1m11at10n to the course
pursued in our slave States.

‘When the foreign supply is cut oﬁ' 1t will become the dlrect interest
‘of ‘masters to treat their slaves with kindness, and not prematurely
exhaust their powers for labor, and encourage and regulate the inter-
course between the sexes, in a manner that wxll ensure proper atten-
tion, nurture, aed protection to the young and helpless. This result
alone would repay all-efforts that may be made for the suppression of
the traffic. I do not, however, mean to say that the owners of slaves
in this country are partlcularly cruel in dlsposmon, or in inflicting
direct punishment on their blacks. The system in actual operation
seems to be the result of pecuniary calculatlon rather than of pre—-
meditated cruelty. |

“Another consideration in this connesion is the fact that there are
in Brazil vast tracts of fertile and yet uncultiviicd soil adapted to the
growth of the staple productions of the country, and which would give.
new and profitable emplovment for many years to the 1mported Afn-.
cans, and thus cause a continued demand.

- The reflection I have given to this subject has entlrely satlsﬁed me
that the different modus of operation, so often discussed, are not in
“their nature and effect antaoomstlcal, but may all be employed in
effective ‘co-operation.

All efforts by colonization and otherwise to cut off the supply of
slaves, and to discourage and prevent the trade in slaves on the coast
of Africa, by example, persuasion, and wise regulation, are to be highly.
commended as direct auxiliaries in the work of suppression.. But a
system so long established, enlisting in its support not merely reck-
less adventurers, outcasts and pirates, but many men of wealth, intel-
ligence, and station, who do not yet see, or will not admit the moral
iniquity of this traffic, which offers such overpowering temptations to
cupidity, and such excitement to gamblers in human flesh, and which
meets in some degree the demand for laborers on immense tracts of .
uncultivated: lands, cannot be -finally suppressed by a few captures,
and by temporary measues of active interposition on the high seas.

Plans that atre both comprehensive and permanent, adopted with
wisdom, and persevered in with energy and patience, can only be
effectual.” Commencing with efforts in the interior and on the coast
of Africa to prevent by treaties and other means the capture and sale
of prisoners to be sold as slaves, and to cause the destruction of the
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‘baracoons and trading stations, enlisting the native princes and othrers,
men of influence and power, against the wars and barbarous customs
of other years, and by extending the schemes of colonization and the
limits of the territory under civilized rule, thus rescuing a long extent
‘of coast from any connexion with the trade, and by all practicable
measures introducing civilization and the Christian religion into Africa,
‘the evil will be reached at its fountain head. =~ ==~ = =~
In the merntime, waiting for these.moral influences to work out
their results, physical force along the coasts of Africa and Brazil, and
on the high seas between them, must be employed to capture and
destroy the vessels loaded with slaves. If, however, the voyage is suc-
-cessful, the cargo landed, let new difficulties and dangers meet those
who have heretofore considered all danger at an end when this point -
was reached. Let the new blacks be seized on land as well as on the
:sea. Let officers be appointed who are decided enemies of the traffic,
and whose diligence and energies may be quickened by a suitable re-
‘ward for every man released, to watch for, seize, and bring before the
magistrate all such new comers. Let tribunals be established in every
district, clothed with ample powers to try and determine all questions
of freedom. - Let a time be fixed since which date no imported African
can be held as a slave, and let all claimants be held to prove aresidence
in the country before that day. Let there be an annual return and
inspection of every estate in suitable districts. In point of fact there
is no practical difficulty in detecting at once mew blacks. ¢ Their
speech betrayeth them,’’ and there are other indications by which a
practical eye at once detects them  Ineed not follow out more in detail
the plan indicated. There can be no difficulty in carrying out such
proceedings, if the government is heartily and earnestly, and in good
faith, determined upon the entire extinction of the traffic. And this
good intention I will not doubt.  And I regard the proceedings upon
land as important and fully as efficacious as those upon the high seas.
Indeed, I think that when once fairly established and faithfully car-
ried out in practice, they may supersede the necessity of any great
naval force by other powers than Brazil. - The great powers, therefore,
that have at s0 great a cost sustained this force, are directly interested
in the immediate -adoption of these land proceedings by this govern-
‘ment. In justice to this government I would say that there have been
some seizures of newly imported blacks, after landing, and that I
understand the orders are strict-to officers along the coast to seize all
such as may be found. The system, however, as it strikes me, should-
be carried out in the interior, and be fully matured in all its details,
a8 the effectual mode to put an end to all future attempts to introduce
new slaves. I am satisfied that the dealers and traders would fear
‘these proceedings more than any other mode of operation ; they would
find but few persons who would pay a remunerative price for & slave,
when he could feel no security in his title, however far into the inte-
rior he might send him. < 'When it is once understood and believed
‘that the title will be examined and passed upon by judicial authority,
and this without fear or favor, there will be no purchasers of slaves
recently imported, and of course.an end to the traffic. But until this
is certain the relaxations even of physical power, and the vigilance of
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the na.val force, would give an opening into whlch these traders would;'
risk without hesmatlon or delay.

‘The coast of Brazil, extendmg throuvh thlrty-seven degrees of lati--
tude, offers a vast number of isolated and land-locked harbors, where
vessels can be fitted oit and where slaves can be disembarked secretly
and rapidly.- And when once on shore, heretofore they have been Te-
garded as safe from all danger and have been driven openly into the:
m'aenor, and there as openly sold.. The naval force of this empire is
clearly insufficient to guard the whole coast of the country, to say
nothing of that of Africa, but it can’strike an ineffectual and fatal
blow on land, in the mode before indicated, and thus relieve other na-
tions from the extended guardianship of the two coasts.

In whatever aspect the questions which arise in reference to the
future condition of Brazil in the event of the entire abolition of the
slave - trade are viewed, it seems to me plain that an enlightened and
far seeing self-interest will unite in the conclusions of the higher
prmc1ples of humanity and justice.- One of the first effects would
unquestionably appear in an advance in the price and value of slaves.
Another, as the immeédiate consequence of this, wonld be greater care-
in the health, strength, and in the general treatment of the blacks,
and partlcularly of infants and children, for the reasons before given.
A third consequence would probably be a greater encouragement to
foreign emigration of free white laborers on the high and fertile lands
of the empire. The effect upon the question of the entire and final
abolition of the system of slavery, is a point which would be viewed
differently by different minds. My own conviction is, that whilst it:
would not retard such an event, that alone and disconnected from
other more effective -causes, it would not produce that effect. The
slaves now held and the ratural increase under a remodelled systern of”
treatment, will keep the number on -the increase.” Very few escape
from the country by sea or land. A considerable number obtain their
freedom by purchase or gift. " There would probably be less fear of
insurrection, as the new blacks are generally regarded as most in-
tractable. The sparse population, the immense extent of the empire,
and the few large towns in which masses are congregated, are all
facts which are rehed ‘upon as securities against combinations énd
conspiracies. There is one feature in society which at once strlkes-
an observant foreigner, and which will be viewed as important in
reference to the future by those who may draw directly opposite con--
clusions from: its consideration. There seems to be but little repug-
nance to color among the inhabitants of this country. Condition and
not color determmes, in a great degree, the social condition of the:
individual. It is because he is a slave, and not because he is black,
that the man of African descent is regarded as a menial. Men of
African blood are not excluded from the highest society, and some--
times fill offices of high trust, when their character and circumstances.
give them the posmon I do not think that the equality is perfect,.
but it certainly much more nearly approaches it than in other coun--

tries where slavery exmts, or in our own northern States, or in the:
English possessions. = But, whatever may be the result to this country
of the abolition of the slave trade, I think I am justified insaying
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that the 01v1hzed world will not tolera,te the exlstence of thls rehc of
‘barbarism, and wﬂl insist upon its ﬁnal extmctlon from the face of
the earth.

. I have had the honor to receive; from. the Hon. Mr Hamhn of the
Umbed States Senate, a printed copy of the bill No. 472, Senate, 31st.
Cor zress, 2d session, concerning the intercourse and trade of vessels
of the United States with certain places on the -eastern and western
coasts of Afnca., &c., which was reported but not acted upon at the
last session. . I bev leave ‘to submit some considerations in reference
to the provisions of that bill, as it is important that if any legislation
is had on the subject it should be effective and reach the evil to be
‘temedied at every point. I entirely concur in the great obJect of the '_
proposed statute, and in the principal measure specified. SRR

The bill provides for:the exclusion of all commerce with the coast
- of Africa (except the places named) in any United States vessel, ex-
-cept by ‘a direct voyage from the United States or Europe. This pro-
vision would not interfere with any legitimate commerce with Africa,
Qor- certamly not -with any worthy to be placed in opposition to the
“object in view. I can call to mind but one vessel of the United States
“which could be placed in such . a list, since I have resided in Rio de
Janeiro. I think no honest trader can object to such a law. I think,
100, that the law to a certain’ extent would be useful and eﬁicaclous _
ButI feel compelled to say that, in my judgment, if the slave trade
.is'revived to any considerable extent ‘and legislation ‘becomes neces--
- sary to prevent our citizens and our vessels from again prostituting
~our flag, some other and more comprehensive provision will be re-
quired:.  But I will first speak of the provisions of this bill, as possi-
‘bly some of my suggestions may help to make 1t more - perfect The
offence named in the first section is ¢ visiting”’ with a vessel of the
“United States “‘any such. placeor places.”” In the second section,
any such vessel found af or in the vicinity of any such place, is to be
seized by any naval officer and sent home for condemnation.  But if
seized before she has reached and visited a. place, however clear the
“intention may-be, no condemnation can be decreed. Ought not the
“first section to be amended, say in the 23d line, by inserting after the
‘word ‘“shall,’”” the words ¢‘gail with the intention of visiting or
shall,”” or words of like effect. I would also suggest that a further
-provision be made, that if any such vessel be found within a -certain.
number of leacrues or degrees of longitude of the coast, that fact
shall be' _prima facze evidence of a deswn to violate the act. Unless-
a vessel is found in a harbor, without some such provision, it may be
-impossible to prove intention. TIf the party accused can satisfactorily"
explain his course and. position, and show his honest intention, he_
“will, of course, escape the penalty. '

I thmk the framers of the law will be satlsﬁed on reﬁectlon, that
the fourth section is altogether too general and sweeping. If I rightly
_understand it, it will put an end entirely to the sale and transfer of
any American vessel to a citizen of the United States in any foreign -
port. - For upon any such sale of even a fractional part or share the
- register must be given up; at least, that has been the tinderstanding
and practice in this office. Upon such surrender a certificate, or as it
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is generally called a sea-letter is glven, recltmg the facts of sale and
the surrender of the register, and substituting the bill of sale and the
sea-letter in lieu of the register, until the first arrival of the vessel in
the TTnited States. The register, in ports, is transmitted to the col-.
lector of the port where it issued. - It has not been considered correct, -
safe, or legal, to allow the new owner to hold both the former revlster-
and his bill of sale. Instances have been known where registers 5 thus

1left have been used to protect other vessels engaged in the slave trade,
"correspondmcr nearly in 51ze and appearance with the vessel to wlnch'
it was orranted

Great abuses, I fear, would follow if the former reglster is al]owed
to remain with the new purchaser ; besides, I do not see how the pro-
visions of the fourth section will prevent the evil that was in view of
the framers. I presume the object cannot be to prevent in all cases,
the sale of United States vessels in foreign ports to our own citizens,
‘who may desire to trade with one another, as this would be in direct
opposition to the policy heretofore pursued; but if it is the object, then
a much simpler course would be to dlrectly and briefly prohibit such
‘transfers; but if such ‘ransfers are to be allowed, what good effect can
result from the prunlbltlon in this section. If no certificate or sea-
letter cap be given by the consul, the party purchasing must be en-
titled-to sail his vessel under his bill of sale and the old register, one
or both. - The fact that the consul can certify nothing, cannot deprive
him of his right to buy, to use, and to sail his vessel. If this section
is enacted, the vessel will be sold, transferred, and sailed without even
the overswht of ‘the consul. The sea-letter or certificate confers no
new rlghts vit simply substitutes one owner for another, Jeaving all
other rlghts and obligations as they stood before.” The great advan—
tage of them is, that the former register is secured from possible abuse,
and the whole transaction br ouo'ht before the consul and the papers of
the vessel regularly authenticated. = With all deference I submit that
some special provisions, limiting the power of consuls in this empire
of Brazil, would be more efficacious than the general clause. I would
suggest, ‘that in such cases of sale to an American citizen, within the
law, the sea-letter or. certlﬁca.te should contain only a permission to
sail directly to a port in the United States, theré to obtain & new re-
gister. Such a restriction would not operate injuriously, to any extent,
to honest commerce. Very few American vessels, engaged in lealtz-
mate trade, ever clear from this country to any ports except those of
the United States on the Atlantic or Pacific. -

On this subject I beg leave to refer to the letter.of my predecessor to
the department, of the 14th November, 1846, No. 30, and the reply of
Mr. Buchanan, of the 26th May, 1847. If any discretion i is given to
‘authorize, in a peculiar case, an intermediate voyage, or to touch at
aay one or more ports, the voyage and the ports should be expressly
defined in the_certificate of the consul. - In addition, it should be de-
clared by law, and inserted in the certxﬁcate of the consul, that if the
-vessel is  found out of the usual tracks, or within certain specified
limits near-the coast of Africa, the fact should be deemed prima facie
‘evidence of being engaged or intending to engage in the slave trade ;
and the certificate should also contain a direct exclusion of any right



80 .~ SLAVE AND COOLIE TRADE.

to visit the coast of Africa; and, probably, the most effectual provi-
sion would be to authorize a consul, in his discretion, to require a bond,
with good sureties, that the vessel shall sail-and proceed in a direct
‘voyage to her port of destination, and not violate the terms of the
certificate. =~ .. S
~ It is not to be forgotten that vessels destined for the slave trade on
the coast of Africa, in fact, seldom, if ever, clear for any port on that
coast, but for some other unsuspicious place. There can be no great
ha({dship in holding them to perform a voyage that they themselves
indicate. = | : S o
- It is well known that in former years vessels of the United States
“were, in fact, sold here to slave dealers, but the whole matter kept
secret, in order to secure the American flag and papers on board during
the voyage from Brazil to Africa. The vessel there would be delivered
up toa new master and crew, and sometimes the former master and
crew would descend on one side as the captured Africans came up on
the other. If this new law is enacted, may we not fear that the same
method may be pursued with vessels in fact purchased in the United.
States or Europe. This law legalizes the voyage from those countries.
to any portion of the African coast, and no penalty or right of seizure
attaches until evidence of actual participation in the traffic.  Ought
“there not to be some restrictions on this right. Those who legislate
against these slave traders will do well always to remember that in
‘their business they are “ wise as serpents.”” I have thought of the
following provisions, some of which may perhaps be found useful. At
all events, I will venture to submit them for consideration:
-. 1. Prohibit any United States vessel, clearing for the coast of
Africa, from a port in the United States or Europe, from departing in
" ballast or without a certain amount of legal cargo, and also cause an
‘inspection before sailing ‘to ascertain what is, in fact, on board. No
honest trader desires to go to the coast without a cargo, or with a

suspicious one. . _ ‘_ | |
- 2. Make it illegal and highly penal for any owner, consignee, or
agent, or other person, to sell and deliver in the United States, or
elsewhere, any vessel or any part, the party knowing that the pur-
chaser intends to employ the same in the slave trade, and also provide
a like penalty for selling or contracting to sell a vessel to be delivered
on the coast of Africa, or in places contiguous, or allowing the register
and American papers to remain and to be used after a sale, or contract
“ for a sale. The scienfer might not be required in the two last cases.
- 3. Require before the sailing of any such vessel, bound to Africa,
the oath of the owners, consignees, and master, that no sale, contract,
bargain, or agreement has been made and no negotiation exftered into-
for the sale of said vessel, or for the delivery on or adjacent to the
coast of Africa, and that no such sale or delivery is contemplated, and
" that it is the intention and purpose of the parties to engage only in
lawful commerce and to have no connexion with the slave trade, and
for the vessel to return to the United States: T -
- But oaths are often cobwebs, therefore, o N

4. Require a bond, with good sureties in twice or three times the
“estimated value of the vessel, conditioned that the vessel shall return
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to. the United States within a certain specified time, dangers of the
seas and inevitable accidents excepted, and the proof of loss by the
excepted causes to be produced by the obligors. This bond, in Euro-
pean ports, to be given to the consul of the port.. =~ o
- This last provision, which reaches directly the pecuniary responsi-
bility of the party, I regard as the most certain and effective. It may
be objected that such regulations are vexatious and embarrassing. - 1t
must, however, be remembered that the number of vessels from the
United States, engaged in legitimate commerce on the coast of Africa
is not large, and that the honest trader will thus be enabled to sepa-
rate himself from the imputations and suspicions which more or less
attach to nearly every such voyage. The case supposes & revival of the
trade, and the evil to be remedied demands stringent and searching
measures, and if some unusual requirements are made, men who are
conscious of honest intentions and really opposed to this disgraceful
traffic, will cheerfully comply with them. The clamor would doubt-
less.rise from those who are openly -or secretly interested in, or favor
the business. I repeatthat I fear that all penalties and punishments,
however stringent in the language of the statute, would prove insuffi-
cient without the pecuniary security for the return of the vessel. - But
it is. time to bring this long co'umunication to a close, and I tender
an apology for its unusual length; which can be found rather in the
importance of the subjects discussed than in the suggestions made. It
seems to me highly important to our honor aund our sense of duty,
whilst we steadily and unwaveringly deny the right of search, and
claim for our flag that it protects what is beneath it, tlat we should
see to it, by all practicable means, that this honored flag is not.abused
to the purposes of piratical cruisers, or by reckless and abandoned
violators of law and justice. e
With great respect, your obedient servant, . = | B
S .~ EDWARD KENT, - -
. United States Consul.

- o -+ APrm 26.

P. 8. I regret to be compelled to say, that since writing the fore-
going dispatch circumstances have occurred which lead me to appre-
hend that the fears I have expressed in reference to the renewal of the
slave trade in vessels of the United States are about to be realized.
"Two vessels, under the flag of-the United States, have, within a few
days, cleared from this port under circumstances which induce the
general report and belief that they are destined for the coast of Afiica,
and that they will be employed, if oppurtunity occurs, in this trade, .
cither under their present flag or that of another nation, after sale
and delivery on the coast of Africa. The masters of these vessels both
denied any such intention; but-although there was no sufficient proof
cxhibited at the time of sailing to justify a condemnation, yet there
seems to be a strong suspicion and belief among those whose judgment
in such matters is seldom at fanlt or mistaken, irom all the circum-
stances, that these vessels, in some manner, will be used in carrying
on this infamous traffic. I hope, for the honor of our country, that

Ex. Doc. 99—6 - -
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:.the future may dlsclose such a hlstory of therr voya.ges as wﬂl remove
all suspicion. ,

It is unnecessary for me at pxesent to. say more on the matter I
‘shall communicate hereafter whatever I may learn respecting. the
vessels in question, either. confirming: or removing the suspicions. I
beg leave in this connexion to reltera.te what has so often been com-
municated, both from the legation and this consulate, that one or two
' steam vessels of war; of hght draft, are absolutely necessary for effect-
‘ive action on' this coast. -One such vessel would be of more service
‘than the whole fleet now on this station, and with two such vessels a
vigilant watch might be maintained along the coast. The knowledge
that such vessels were on the station would 1tself deter many from
: enterlng upon these perllous adventures _

Hon D WEBSTER Secretary qf State o
Mr Kent to Mr Everett
:[N o. 44 ] 7_ CONSULATE OF THE UNITED S:r.m«s,

- Riode Janezro, January 22, 1853

Sm In the postscnpt to my dxspatch, No. 32, of Apnl last, in
whlch I communicated; at considerable length, facts and sug gestlons
in Telation to the slave trade, I stated that two vessels of the United
States had (then) recently cleared from this port under circumstances
which induced the general report ‘and belief that they were destined
for the coast of Afmca, and for some connexion with the slave trade;
‘and I also stated that I should communicate to the depa.rtment any
fa.cts I might afterwards learn respecting those vessels.

I- have - now the honot to inform the department that, in reference
to ‘one of those vessels, I became satisfied, after full examination on
her return, that she had not bcen enfracred in the transportatmn of
slaves. = :
" The other vessel to Whloh reference was made was the « Ca.ma.rgo,
Ca.pta.m Nathaniel Gordon, of Portland, Maine. This véssel arrived
here from California on the 23d of- October, 1851, with a cargo of
‘hides.  Upon survey, the hides were condemned and sold. - The ves-
sel remained here until April, 1859, and then cleared for the Cape of
Good Hope, under circumstauces w 1c11 led to the susp1c1ons alluded
to in my d1spa.tch before refcrred to.. -

Four of the sailors of this vessel have been arrested here by the
‘Brazilian authorities, and are now in prison, charged, as I under-
stand, with having been engaged in the slave trade in the ¢ Camargo.””
Mr. George Marsden, a citizen of the United States, who has resided
in Rio de Janeiro many years, has also been arrested, and is now held-
on the ground of an alleged connexion mth thls vessel and her cargo
‘and voyage. - )
- T have conversed with  two of the sa1lors a.bove named and they
state that they were on bioard the ¢‘Camargo’’ when she sailed from
this port, and that she did touch at the Cape of Good Hope, and re-
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‘mained there a short time ; ; tha.t she salled from thence to Moza.m-
bique, and then to Madagascar, and from the latter place to the east
 coast, at an unoccupied spot, where she took on board about five hun-
dred negroes, with water, &c., and-that she succeeded in- xeachmg the
Braz111a,n coast about two hundred miles south of this port, and that
~the negroes were there landed safely, and that -soon after all hands
loft the vessel, which was set on fire and burned. These sailors came
‘here by land, ‘and were found by the police of this city-and -arrested.

~ All the. reports and facts from other sources confirm the statements
- of the crew. - I understand from the men that they made the above
statements to the ma.glstrate when they were examined, with the ad-
dition that they were ignorant of any design on the part of the master
to engage in the slave trade until they arrived at the place of embarka-
tion on the coast of Africa. ~Unfortunately for them, they did not de-
mnounce the captain or report themselves to this office on their arrival,
‘but attempted to escape with the money that had been paid to them
‘as'wages, or their share of ill-gotten wealth. Efforts have been made,
and are still continued, to find Captain Gordon and the remainder of
the crew, but as yet without success. It is now reported that Captain
Gordon has gone to the United States, but this fact is not certain..
- Some suppose that he has gone to Montevideo or Buenos Ayres. -

The authorities of Brazil will, of course, hold these men at present ;-
but if they should be released, I shall, if it is deemed proper by the-
minister of the United States, and if it is practicable, send them ‘to
the United States as witnesses or criminals, with the hope that this
master of an° American vessel, if he has returned, may be brought to
justice, and that if he is found guilty of these aogravated oﬁ'ences he
may be dealt with in such a manner as shall inflict the severest pun--
ishment on him and be a solemn warning- to others who" may be
tempted to enter into this most nefarious traffic. -
- It is due to the 1mper1a1 government and its officers to sta.te, tha.t
active, energetlc, and. contxnued efforts have also been made, and are
still continued, to trace out and secure the Africans landed ‘from this.’
vessel, and it is reported that a consrdemble number have been foun& '
in different ‘places. ‘

As Iexplained in my dlspatch No 32 these ‘new expedltlons on
land to follow, search out, and rescue the newly—rmported ‘blacks, are
perhaps more important and efficacious in suppressmo' the traffic tha.n
the most vigilant and active efforts on sea. 4
' 'Whilst I cannot but feel the deepest rerrret and mortlﬁcatlon tha.t :
this revival of the traffic should be traced so clearly to a vessel carry-
ing the honored flag of our country, I feel confident that the success
which has attended the earnest, honest, and persevering efforts of the
authorities to arrest the oﬂ'enders, to rescue the blacks, and to punish
all connected on land or sea, will operate most favorably in deterring
others from engaging in like adventures, and partlcularly from pur-
chasing the blacks that may be safely landed. , o

Wlth great respect, }our obedlent servant '

, x | EDW KENT

Hon E. Evmm

Secretary of State qf the Umted ;S’tatea, Washmgton
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Mr Sawgc {0 M. Marcy

[hxtract ]

CO\*SLLATE OF UNITED STATES :
S o I{awna, September 22 1854 _

SIR L%k * Sk C Xk *

~Referring you to my communlcatxon ’\To 120, I beg to state tha.t 1
have ascertained that the sea-faring man that lost his vessel at the
Isle of Pines, and sailed from this port in the Governor Dudley to
“Charleston, was named Brian, or Bryan. It has also been reported
to me that the steamshlp Cahawba, on her last voyage from hence to
‘New York, carried away eight men who had belonged to a slaver ship
that sailed from the United States. This affair was conducted with
such secresy that 1t has been impossible to find out anything connected
’ WIDI.A ‘t

Some two hundred negroes were brought from the Isle of Pmes five
or six days since. It is believed that they formed part of those
brought by Bryan, but there is no certainty, as another cargo of about
six hundred was landed at that isle some seven or eight da.ys ago.

In the affair of the seamen that came in the schooner Espera.nza,
nothing has been done as yet; they remain in prison.. The two.
Americans are separate from the Portuguese.” No depositions have
been taken from them further than those they gave at Giiines.
Chauncey has been qulte ill, and unable to furnish me the statement
I required of him in wrltmg ; but day before yesterday I received from
“him a letter, of which I inclose you a copy. It is a most extraordi-
nary letter, and makes it very important to obtain the true statement_
‘of all the facts connected with the affair. I shall not fail pressing
‘Chauncey to furnish me, at an early day, those fucts. As General
Concha, arrived and assumed the reins of government yesterday, I
shall be obliged to wait a few days, till he is fairly posted up, before
I can address him on the subject, especially as it is understood that
all-the Judges, except one, cornposmo' the Real Audiencia, have been
removed o _ o

* % % % * * x %
"1 have the honor to be, su, thh great respect, your obedlent ser-

va.nt
| THOMAS S&VAGE T
- - i clzarge of C’onsulatc
Hon WILLIAM L ’\IARGY N
Secretary of State Washmgton

Mr Ohauncey to Mr Sawge

HAVANA Prisox, September 19 1854

Sm: I- hope you mll pardon the long delay I have caused you,
but I can assure you I have been very sick, but am now recovering
rapidly and :through the means of a gentleman here who kindly



smvn AND COOLIE TRADE.' . 8b

furmshed me W1th medmme, which I thxnk has completely eradxcated
the fever. .

T presume you are aware that we have changed qua.rters twice
since I saw you and furnished with provisions from outside, all of
which has been done by some secret agency of the owners, we sup-
pose. It has been stated to us that we are to receive a part of the
money which they said we were to receive, had all the negroes been
saved. 'Who these persons are it is impossible to find out but' two
or three prisoners here appear to do their business for them. Since
here we have received a sum of money from them to purchase clothes.

We two Americans were compelled to leave the apartment where
the Portuguese are confined, as we found it impossible to live. with
them without fighting ; they are, sir, without exception, the most
infernal, cowardly set of cut throats that ever went unhung. = They
were so much afraid we should have something done for us by you,
that it was almost impossible to prevent them from abusing the
shipping master every time he came. We, at length, spoke to the
alcayde, who had us removed to better quarters. “When we were
removed, their anger knew no bounds, but it was soon tempered by
the sunple word ¢¢ Cstocks.” I have now, sir, to beg your indulgance-
for & few more days before I make out my statement as I wwh first
to receive this money. And, besides, you will have a very different
statement from that contained in my letter to you from Guines, which
letter was written at the instigation and by the dictation of the Por-
tuguese, who, when' they found out here that the owners would do
something for them, were most venomous against you, and the ship-
ping master, in particular, as they were afraid we would say something
.to him which they would not hear, but, thank heaven, we are now
clear of them.

For the articles which )ou 80 Llndly furnished us we will repay
you, so that some poor cast away or sick and penniless American may
be benefitted by the sum. To us it was a perfect God-send.

~And, sir, be pleased now to accept our thanks, not only for the
kmdness you have shown us, but also for the promptltude in which
you attended our case. ) _

-  Very respectfully, yours, &c . ‘

_ M CHAUN CEY.

P. S. If you will have the kindness to take charge of my money,'
‘When I receive it, you w111 very much obllge me. M o

A |
Mr Savage to the Captain G’eneral

y Cowsnmm oF THE UNITED S'rum
Havana, September 1, 1854.

Most Excmmr Sir: Two Amerlcan seamen, named Mark Chaun-
cey and William Winn, who are now in the jail of this city, have
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desired me to render my oﬁiclal services in  their behalf for the purpose
of obtaining their release. Being anxious to comply with the double
duty of rendermg them all the assistance I may, though without
going beyond the limits conceded to the office I hold, to relieve them
from their painful situation, and. of correctly reportmg to the govern-
ment of the United States all the circumstances connected with said
seamens’ case, I would respectfully request of your excellency to in-
form me of the nature of the offence’ commltted by those seamen,
which has led to their being imprisoned, and in case that they have
violated any law of the’ country of what are the mtentmns of the
government respecting them.

-An early reply, conveying the mf'orma.tlon desxred will confer a
favor on the. undersigned, who has the honor to be,

‘With great respect, your excellency’s very. obedient servant the
commerclal agent in charge of the consulate. -

- THOMAS SAVAGE.

| B o |
Gopy qf reply to the above '
[Translatlon ] )

Oﬁce qf the Govemor C’aptam General, and Su emntendent delegate of
, the royal eaccb:equer of the ever faztl iful wland of O'uba o

GOVERNMENT SECRETARY’S Orrrcn, o
Havava, September 5, 1854.

SECTION 1 The North American seamen, , Mark Chauncy and Wil-
ham Winn, who are in the jail, together with several others, belong,
like these, to the crew of the schooner Esperanza., that was set fire to
after discharging on the coast of the Isle of Pines the bozal negroes
that she ‘broucrht and having been transferred to the place called:
“Rosaria,”’ in the Junsdlctlon of Guines, were captured thh the
negroes that they transported to this place. ‘

n consequence thereof they are subjected to the proceedmgs 1nst1-
tuted on that account, the decision of which appertains to the ‘“ Real
Audiencia Pretorial,”’ (Superior Court,) in conformity with the penal
law for the suppression of the African traffic.

- Which I state to you in answer to-your sald ofﬁclal letter
God preserve you many years. .
: MARQUIS DE LA PEZUELA

COMMEBCIAL AGENT n charge qf the consulate of the Umted States.
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M. Savage to Mr. Marcy

| No. 124} CONbULA’.l'E OF THE UNITED STAm, -

S e Hauma, September 27, 1804
Sr: @ x| x * * x % * .
ok x ¥ % ¥ * * B

1 la.ld those papers, on the 15th mstant before the mixed court of
justice in this city, and yesterday I recelved another letter from the
secretary of the court, of which I enclose a copy herewith. The case
is still pendlng before the court, which is very anxious to obtain-evi-
dence proving that the brig ¢ Grey Eagle’” became, at the coast of
-Africa, Spanish property, otherwise it will have no jurisdiction upon
‘her, and consequently will have to give her up to the captain general.
As the secretary’s letter expresses all that the court wish me to-
procure, I have - merely to draw your attention to it, leavmg it for you
"'to decide what is proper to do in the premises. '
I have the honor to be, sir, thh great respect, your ob’t serv 't,
o _ ~ THOMAS SAVAGE, -
_ In charge of C'onsulate
Hon WM L. Marcy, =
Secretary of State Waskmgton |

Jose Antomo Valedes to Mr. Savago
i [Tnuslat:on 1 N

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY oF THE Mrxep COURT oF JUSTICE, B
Havana, September 25, 1854.

At a meetmg held on the 23d of the present month by this mlxed ,
tribunal, in which were considered the documents that you were
‘pleased to transmit to me, with your favor of the 15th instant, marked -
A, B, C, D, E, and F, which I now return to you, with the exceptlon
_ of the one marked A, as you requested,- it was resolved that this office
shall address an- oﬁicxal letter, which I now respectfully do, to the
effect that, availing yourself of the same means adopted to procure the
rdocuments aforesaid, you ask, and transmit to this court a copy of the
clearance document issued by the proper custom-house, wherein must
‘naturally exist that of the last voyage undertaken by the brig Grey
Eagle, and in- which document there must certainly appear the desti-
nation, captain, cargo, and crew of said vessel; for, from the papers,
before alluded to, the only information obtamed is that her owner and -
captain is Samuel S. Gray, according to what this person assured the
-custom-house of New York, which appears contradictory of a.ntece—\
dents existing in the proceedmgs in regard to this affair, transmitted
by you to his excellency the governor and captain general, and com-
municated by his excellency to the tribunal, stating that a prosecution
is carried on in another court of the State of Philadelphia, against
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‘a certain Donald or Darnand, as captain of the same brig * Grey
Eagle,”” who is accused of having delivered the vessel at the coast of
Africa, after she was loaded with negroes, to a Spaniard. And that
you likewise transmit, at the proper time, an authenticated copy of
the sentence, which, by said tribunal in Philadelphia, be rendered
against Donald or Darnand and the parties. concerned in the case
mentioned. T -
God preserve you many years. : _ - ;
SR ' "Don JOSE ANTO. VALEDES, Secretary.
- To CoMMERCIAL AGeNt, - N ' \
' - In charge of the Consulate of the United States.

Mr. Robertson to M. Ma'rcy |

[No. 129.] . - Co~NsULATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
S R | " Havana, October T, 1854.
~ Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch.
of the 23d ultimo, with the copies accompanying the same. = =
~ Mr. Savage succeeded at last in obtaining from the seaman Mark
Chauncey the statement of the circumstances connected with-the voy-
age performed by said Chauncey to the coast of Africa. I enclose
you a copy of the statement. Mr. Savage looked over it in the prison
on receiving it from Chauncey, and seeing that neither the name .of
the vessel nor that of the American captain were mentioned therein,
he interrogated the seaman upon the subject, and ascertained that the
vessel’s nanme was the ¢ Mary Reed;”” that her name was erased at
the coast of Africa, and ‘‘ Esperanza’ painted on her stern; and that
his companion in the prison was t!.e captain. Chauncey assured Mr.
Savage that the captain’s name was Winn, but is not sure whether
his first name is William or John ; he believes that the captain told
him that he was named John, but the name given in the first state-
‘ment to Mr. Savage, when they arrived here, was William. Chaun-
cey algo stated that he saw the clearance of the ¢ Mary Keed,”’ in the
¢ Herald’’ of the morning when she left New York. In the course
‘of the conversation with Chauncey, Mr. Savage learned from him that
he (Chauncey) had information that a certain foreign official in New
York lent his office for making arrangements connected with the
‘African slave trade, or was perhaps interested himself in those
arrangements. Chauncey could not say that he knew it as a positive
fact, neither would he mention who the foreign official is. I give
‘you the information, such as it is, however, that, if you deem it pro-
per, a watch may be placed upon such foreign officials as are most
likely to be suspected of taking a part in the trade. - - -
Among the suggestions.that I intend to make to the captain general
in my interview with him next week, is the expediency of his placing
‘the two men, Winn and Chauncey, at my disposal, to send them to
‘New York, where their evidence will be more available than here.
His excellency the other day told me that he is determined to put
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down the slave trade at all hazards. I shall inform hlm of the exer-
tions now making in New York and other pla.ces in the United States
to ferret out the parties concerned there in the traffic, and bring to-
condign punishment su.h as have already been: gullty of v1ola.txons of’
the laws relative to the matter. - :

The following are the names of certain individuals known to-have
been in New York, and who may be there still, who are reputed as
belonging to the nest of slave traders - Antonio Severino de Av1llar,
Joaquin Gaspar de Motta, Antonio Rodrigo Abreo. _

These three belong to "the famous Brazilian company. . The two-
first were called when here by Captain General Pezuela, in January
last, and told to quit the island as of their own free will, otherwise
they should receive a formal order of the government to leave; so
they exchanged the credits they had from London for others upon
New York, and departed in the Black Warrior on the 1st of February
last. Subsequently it was ascertained that they were watched in New
York. On the 5th of April, Mr. Barclay, the British consul there,
wrote to Mr. Crawford, consul here, that Motta was about to leave for
England shortly, and: promlsed to advise Mr, C. when he did go.
Mr, Crawford assured Mr. Savage, the other day, that he has not re-
ceived the information. So it is possible that Senor Motta is still in-
the United States. Abreo goes and comes very often between Havana
and New York, and so doesa person called Rubxrosa,, who isa brother
of the noted slave trader of this name.

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedlent ser-

vant. -
WM. H 'ROBERTSON, Actmg C'onsul
Hon. Wu. L. M&RCY
Secretary of State of the Umted S'tates, Washmgton

Mr. Robertson {o Mr Marcey. )

[No. 132.] B CONSU_LATE OF THE UNITED Smma
e ' Havana, October 22, 1854. 5

Srr: 1 had the honor to address you on the Tth instant, announcing'
my-arrival here, and my first interview with General Concha On
the 12th I had another .interview with his excellency, the principal
object of which was to obtain the liberation of the two American

risoners, Mark Chauncey and William Winn, whose testlmonv will

.of very great importance. I explained to the captain general that-
the authorities in the United States were using every exertion to pre-
vent expeditions, to go to Africa for slaves, from being fitted out at-
_our ports, and to arrest and bring to condign punishment every in--
dividual concerned in them; that 1 knew those men are in possession.
of inforwmation to convict many parties in New York; engaged in this.
nefarious traffic, that could be arrested and breught to punishment;
that inasmuch as his excellency had so emphatically expressed his
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-determination to put down this trade by all means in his power, I
had taken the liberty of pointing out the means for effecting the great
object in view—checking, if not entirely destroying the chance of any
further expeditions.from the United States; that if it were possible
to press their trial to relieve them at an early day, it would greatly
serve the cause that both nations seem so anxious to promote, the sup-.
pression of the slave trade. His excellency seemed deeply impressed
with my remarks, and expressed his regret that he has not the power
‘personally to place those two men at once in my hands, asit is beyond
“his province to control them ; but he desired me to address him a con-
fidential communication, therein expressing the arguments in favor
of the measure proposed, and he would send for the ¢‘ Regente,’’ (chief
justice) of the royal ¢¢ Audiencia,’’” and press upon him the importance
of an immediate trial, that they may be liberated and placed at my
disposal. In conformity with the above request, I addressed his excel-
lency a communication on the next day, of which I send herewith a
copy, together with that of the reply. From the captain general’s
words at our interview, and from the nature of a private note I had
received from his secretary, I was in hopes of receiving an answer
more in conformity with my wishes. I do not, however, doubt that it
is the captain general’s intention to comply with my request, after all
necessary formalities have been gone through; but when it will be, I
am not yet able to say. - _ S AR :
I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
o . o WM. H. ROBERTSON,
o ' : o Acting Consul.
Hon. W. L. Marcy,” - . : ' o
© ... Secretary of State. '

Mr. Robertson to Captain General. -
{Translation.]
{cONFIDENTIAL.] - CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, ,
S R ' - Havana, October 13, 1854.

* Most EXCELLENT SIr: At the interview that your excellency did me
the honor to grant me last evening, treating upon the affair of the
two American seamen, Mark Chauncey and William Winn, that
belonged to the crew of the slaver schooner called the Esperanza, and
are now imprisoned in the royal jail, I stated the importance of those
seamen being placed at my disposal, for the purpose of sending them
‘to the United States, where the authorities are making at present the
‘greatest efforts to ferret out and punish all persons that have made
use of the American flag for the nefarious slave trade. The informa-
tion and evidence that Chauncey and Winn can furnish would be of
little or no importance here, but they would be very useful in the
United States for the destruction of that trade, and to bave brought
to trial several individuals against whom suspicions exist, but whom
the authorities cannot molest without having such proofs as the courts
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would require. Therefore, if the cause of those two men could be
quickly terminated, to enable me to send them as early as possible to
the United States, I firmly believe that through them better than by
other means, could be obtained the pumshment of certain parties who
have undoubtedly made themselves liable to'it, and by this means
destroy, or at least repress, in the United States the practice of fitting
out expeditions for the slave trade from Africa.

Hoping that your excellency will be pleased to take what 1 have
stated into conmderatmn , co-operate as far as it lies in your power to
the end I have in view, I have the honor to be; with great respect

your excellency 8 very. obedlent servant.
, WM. H. hOBERTSO‘I

The commercial agent in charge of the Gtmsulaté

HIS Excellency Sefior D. Josf Dk 1o CoNCHA,
Governor Captam G’eneral &e., &c., d';c

Captain General to Mr. Robertson.
(Translation.] o

Oﬁce of the Governor, Captain General, and Supermtendent Delegate
qf the Exchequer of the ever faztl Wful Island of Cuba. :

GOVERNMENT SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
: Havana, October 20, 1854.

Snc 1 Hls excellency the governor captain general having become
informed of the contents of your communication, dated 13th instant,
wherein you reiterate your efforts to have the two American seamen,
Mark Chauncey and William Winn, whom you had already demanded
in another of September 14, delivered to you, for the purpose of sub-

jecting: ‘them to the process opened in the United States with the ob-
Ject of repressing the African slave trade, has been pleased to resolve
that the cause carried on against said individuals, the decision whereof
belongs to the royal audiencia pretonal according to the existing penal
law, not having been terminated, it is not at present in his power to
accede to the w1shes you mamfest in your commumcatxon before

mentioned. ‘ : .
God preserve you many years.

, J UAN SUNYE,
The secretary general to the civil government

| The Commzcmr. AGENT in charge of
the Consulate of the Umted States.



92 SLAVE AND COOLIE TRADE,
| | - Mr Robertson to_Mr.‘ Marcy.
S ‘[Extra.ct.]' - .
[No. 140.] ~ CoNSULATE oF THE UNITED STATES,
T = Havana, November 11, 1854.
- 81r: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the dispatches
“dated respectively 20th and 24th October ultimo. By thelatter I am
informed that various extracts from my communications and those of
' Mr. Savage have been sent to the United States district attorneys at
New York and Philadelphia. I hope that our efforts may lead to the
extirpation of the barbarous and shameful traffic in slaves, * = *
% % * L% Y ok , | '
. T have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,.
| : o ‘ WAL H. ROBERTSON, ‘
- S ' Acting Consul.
-Hon. WirLiam L. Marcy, ‘ I

Secretary of State of the United States, Washington.
M. Gibbs to j[r: ._Rbberts_on.

SR UxITED STATES ‘CoxsﬁLAk,AeENcY, N
o= | -~ Nuevitas, November 17, 1854.

Sir: T o S ‘
¥ E *, * * * * 3 %
*- B x * * .ok * * .ok

Within the last two months we have had two cargoes of negroes
landed near here, and, I am sorry to say, both vessels were American,
and captains, officers; and parts of crews the same, as I ‘afterwards
learned. I have seen nothing of them. I have been told that both -
of these vessels were fitted out in New York. I o

| Yours, respectfully, L
o o . . RICHARD GIBBS,
. - United States Consular Agent.
- 'W. RoBerTsoN, Esq., ‘ . o o
United States Consul, Havana.

_ Mr. Hyatt to Mr. Marcy.
' [Extract.}

S - U~trED STATES CONSULATE,
T 5 S Amoy, May 1, 1855.
Br: In examining the various laws of Congress ‘‘regulating the
carriage of passengers in- merchant vessels,”’ there séems to be some-.
thing defective. None of these laws, that I can find, regulate the
carrying of passengers in American vessels from foreign ports fo any
other than those of the United States. The law of February 22, 1847,
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prov1des, that “ A master of a vessel takmg on board any greater
number of passengers than in the foregoing proportions, with intent
to transport the same from the United States to any foreign. port or
place, or from any foreign port or place ¢o the United States, is guilty
of a misdemeanor,’’ &c and the supplementary act of March 3, 1849,
provides, that ¢¢All vessels bound frem any port in the United States,r
to any port or place in the Pacific ocean or it3 tributaries, or from any
such port or place to any port in the United States, on the Atlantic or
its tributaries, shall be subject to the provisions of all the laws now in
force relating to the carriage of passengers in merchant vessels,”” &c.

Now, if the main- obJect of these laws and regulations is simply to
guard against any deleterious influence upon the sanitary condition
of the places in the United States to which such passengers may be
carried, perhaps they are sufficienily effective.. But if a regard for
the interests of humanity on a br oader and more general scale be con-
templated, it appears to me as though they should cover the carrying
of all passengers in American vessels, to whatever port or place they
may be transported.

- Occurrences under my own immediate observanon, and which will,
perhaps, continue to incrnase rather than diminish, have brouvht_
these defects to mind, and suggested the importance of bringing them
before your department American vessels are frequently taking
Chinese coolies from this or the adjacent Chinese ports within the
jurisdiction of this consulate, to Cuba and ports in the South American
or other foreign States. And in some of these cases, I have reason to
apprehend that little or no regard is paid to the wholesome regulations
which are provided by the laws of Congress, to restrict the number
and provide for the comfort of passengers that each vessel shall carry
to any port in the United States. The consequence is, that these ves-
sels are oflen overloaded, greatly to the detriment of the lives and.
health of the passengers, being little better in their operation, it is
feared, than the African slave trade. And although I have remon-
strated against such a course whenever brought to my knowledge, yet
I could find no authority in our laws to restram or remedy the evil.

* % * * * . o% *. % *
h Respectfully, yours, : o
- T. H. HYATT.
Hon. \’V\I L. Marcy, - e
Secretar; J of State, sthzngton, D, 0

Mr. Robertson to M, Marcy.

[No. 229} - CoNSULATE oF TiE UNITED STaTES,
' . Havana, July 23, 1855. .

- Sme: ‘ o T _
* kS * % % * % x *

% * * % x " % ok %
- The ship “Hound ” of Stonmgton, Connecticut,- Captain Amos
Peck, arrived here yesterday from Macao, (Chma,) with a cargo of
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- Chinese laborers for this island. The captain reported to me the
‘number to be 230, and that several other cargoes are on their way.
- With great respect, sir, your obedient servant, -
T o - WM. H. ROBERTSON,
- - : e _ Acting Consul..
"Hon. WiLLiam L. Marcy, - : S

. Secretary of State of the United States, Washington.

Mr. Robertson to Mr. Marcy.

[No. 232.] o CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, |
o : R Havana, July 27, 1855.

- Sir : In a postscript to my dispatch No. 229, of 23d instant, I had
the honor to inform you of the arrival here, from Macao, China, of
-the American ship Hound, Captain Amos Peck, with 230 Chinese,
consigned here to the Colonization Company, represented by Pereda,
‘Machado, & Co. The Hound is per register of 713%% tons, owned by
Charles H. Mallory, (},) Charles Mallory, (3,) David D. Mallory, (},)
‘and George W. Mallory, (},) all of Stonington, Connecticut. Cap-
‘tain Peck took charge of her as master on 3d of October, 1854, in
New York, and took the oath of being born in the State of Connecti-
cut. He states that he lost only two passengers on the passageto Ha-
vana. The parties interested in the cargo have protested against the
captain and owners, because the former refused to receive on board, at
Macao, 400 Chinamen which the agent there had prepared to embark
upon the ship, and only consented to take about 230, this number
‘being what he calculated the laws of the United States allowed a ship
of the capacity of the Hound to carry, even though the laws do not
refer to- passengers carried from one foreign port to another foreign
port. Ienclose you a translation of the protest, and also a copy of
‘a communication to Captain Peck from Dr. Parker, acting United
States commissioner, which, no doubt, confirmed the captain in his
refusal to receive more Chinamen than the number he took in. Cap-
tain Peck expresses himself as heartily ashamed of being concerned in
such a trade, and states that, from information obtained from the
passengers, on the passage, as to the manner of their being obtained
in their country, and, subsequently, of the manner of their being dis-
posed of after arrival here, he cannot but consider this trade as bad,
if not worse, than anything he has read or heard of the African slave
trade. For my part, I assure you that I regret very much to see ves-
sels under our flag engaged in such a traffic. I am sorry to state that,
nn the 24th instant, another American ship, called the Sky Lark, ar-
rived from Swartow, China, with 532 Chinese, consigned to Pereda,
Machado, & Co., having lost by disease 59 on the passage. This ship
pelongs to New York; is commanded by Stephen B. Dow, a native of
New Hampshire; of 1,2093% tons; length, 190 feet; breadth, 37 feet;
depth, 18 feet 6 inches; owned by Eben B. Crocker, (},) George War-
ren, (},) Henry L. Jaques, (7%,) John C. Connor, (},) all of New
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York, and Henry H. Crocker, (},) James Sturgis, (3,): and Charles.
H. Warren, (i%,) all of Boston." I have not learned that this vessel
has met with any difficulties with the parties interested in her cargo.
I am told that several other vessels, amongst them some Americans,
are expected to be here soon with the same sort of cargoes. .=

I have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your obedient:
servant, = : y - L o

o § "WILLIAM H. ROBERTSON, -
» ‘ Lo - Acting Consu .. -

Hon. WiLrLiam L. Marcy, o .

- Secretary of State of the United States, Washington.

.[Trdnslatioti.]’ ‘_ - N R

"PRoTEST.

In the ever most faithful city of Havana, on the 23d day of July,
1855, before me, a notary public, and witnesses, appeared Messrs.
Pereda, Machado, & Co., merchants of this.city, who, I attest, are-
known to me, and they stated : That the Amarican ship ‘“ Hound,’”
Captain Peck, having arrived yesterday at this port from Macao,
bringing  Asiatic colonists to their consignment, and having differ--
‘ences to arrange with the captain and his owners, which proceed from
his having refused to embark at Macao, (China,) more than 230 colo-
nists in lieu of the 400 that were ready to be embarked, and which he
could have conveyed, as the size of the vessel permitted, according to-
the Spanish laws, the conveying of 470, and the captain being thereto
bound according to his charter party ; they protest once, twice, thrice,
and as many more times as our laws may allow, against the said cap-
‘tain and his owners for all damages and losses accruing to them in
consequence of said captain’s refusal to receive the 400 colonists, not.
only on account of the difference in freight, but also on account of the.
excess of provisions embarked in China, and for all damages and
losses that they may be entitled to ; and they ratify in all its parts.
the protest extended at Macao by Don Vicente Jorge, the agent of the-
protestants at that place for forwarding colonists, which is as follows:
“‘In Macao, on. the 30th and 31st of March, 1855, appeared before-
me, Don Francisco Antonio Pereira de Silveiro, a notary public, &c.,
Don Vicente Jorge, whom I declare to know, and he said : that the-
vessel Hound’ having been chartered in New York, (of 715 tons, of”
the United States, Captain Peck,) on the 16th of September last past,.
by Mr. James Tate, or his agents, to navigate any part or parts of the-
world, and to lade goods or passengers of lawful commerce, as appears:
in the charter parter, signed by C. H. Mallory and H. Blaidorn, and
the said vessel having conveyed some cargo from New York to Manilla,.
to the consignment of Messrs. Matias, Menchacatorre & Co., these-
parties dispatch the said vessel to the consignment of the protestant-
to receive coolies for Havana; and the protestant having notified.
Captain Peck that he would ship four hundred Chinamen; notwith--
standing that the laws of Spain, on the introduction of colonists, per--
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“mit hun to carry 470 ca.lculatmg 13 tons for ea.ch colomst Ca.ptam~
Peck has decided that he will carry only-219, and eleven cooks and

~stewards, and as from-this arbitrary determmatlon will accrue very
~grave losses and confusion to the Colonization ‘Company and to the
-constituents of the protestant, from the.difference in the number of

-colonists as well as from the expenses incurred for provisions, water,

~wood, and accommodations for 400 colonists that he has ready to be

embarked ‘he protests against the said Captain Peck, holding him

‘ responsxble for the damages resulting from hls refusal to the Coloniza-
“tion Company, as well as to the constituents of the protestant ; andof
“his so saying and protesting before me and the mtnesses herem under
na.med I attest:

e FRANCISCO ANTONIO PEREIBA SILVEIRO "

In testimony whereof they so said it, and subscnbed the same a.t‘
about 9 o ‘clock, 3. m., before me, and the witnesses Don J uha.n Luna,
.Don José de Prado, and Don Pedro Garcia, residents.

Present: .~ PEREDA, MACHADO & CO.

~ Before me:. . . EUGENIO PONTON L

Mr Parker to Captam Peck

LEGATION OF THE UNITED Smms, E
" Macao, March 21, 1855.

SIB In reference to the cha.rter party tlus day submltted for my

«opinion, I have to state—

~ “First. Although it is contemplated to take pasqengers from a
foreign port to a foreign port, say, from Macao to Havana, from a
-Portuguese to a Spanish port, yet the vessel and master are both
: Amerlcan, sailing under the Unlted States flag, and are ‘amenable to
-the United States laws.

‘Second. This was manifestly understood by the charterer, when in
‘New York, he applied to the United Statés surveyor'and obtained a
-survey of the vessel, and determined the number of passengers whlch

f'by the laws of the Umted States, she is capable of carrying.

Third. By the terms of the charter party you are to obey the in-
:structions of the charterers, except to the jeopardy of the interests of
the owners of the ship; but were you to be guided by the Spanish
law in determining the nember of your passengers, and by the stress
-of weather or any other cause, which though not probable, yet is pos-
sible, you should be compelled to put into a port of the United States,
by the 8th section of the passenger act of 1848, the vessel would be
Hable to forfeiture, and you subject to fine and 1mpr1sonment o

- His opinion is confirmed by the United States naval officers of ex-
_ 'penence in these matters, W1th whom I have conferred.
I have the honor to be, sir, your ‘obedient servant,
-~ PETER PABKER :
S Actmy Commmoner, de., Umted States of Amerwa, Ghma
Ca tain Amos Prcx, -
- ‘Mester United ;S‘tates ath “Hozmd " Macao,
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M Palmer to M. Marcy. N

~ CoNSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

y - FOR THE PHILLIPINE IsLaNDS, =
| | - ~ Manilla, November 9, 1855.
~ Sir: I have to acquaint you with a very tragical occurrence which
has taken place in this bay during the past month, on board the ship
(American) ¢ Waverly,”” the principal facts of which, as near as I can_
learn, are as follows: e o

The ¢ Waverly,’’ bound from Swatou to Callao, with 450 Chinese
coolies, put in here on the 25th ultimo, the captain (Wellman) having
died a few days before, and the mate not thinking 1t prudent to con-
tinue the voyage without another officer, he came in here for that
_purpose. - o : —_— . C ' '
On arrivir ~ he was visited by the port captain, and. through some
misunderstauding between Mr. French, the acting captain of the ship,
and the government interpreter, it was reported that the vessel had
dysentery on board ; (the visiting doctor says that Mr. French reported
the late captain, several of his passengers, as having died of that dis-
ease, and that others were sick ; Mr. French, I am tcld, says he did
not say so;) this, with the fact that the body of the late captain was
still on board, alarmed the authorities, and ‘the ship was placed in
quarantine. T o - D
'The day following she was ordered to Carito, about six miles dis-
tant, to undergo observation, and that such measures might be there
taken in regard to her as the case required. On the 27th ultimo,.
while preparations were being made to bury the body of the late cap-
tain, the Chinamen, believing that they arrived at their port of desti--
nation, wished to go on shore, and attempted to take possession of the
boats in order to do so. The captain, to prevent them, fired into them,
and the crew, fearing a revolt, armed themselves, and the Chinamen
were, after a short struggle, driven below and the hatches closed up,
and on opening them some twelve or fourteen hours afterwards it was
found that nearly three hundred of the unfortunate beings had per-
ished by suffocation. o -
The bodies were buried immediately, and the authorities, after dis-
covering that there was not, nor had been, any contagious disease on
board ship, released the vessel from quarantine, and have placed the
captﬁin and crew into prison until the tragical affair can be investi-
The captain' says that during the time the hatches were closed he
asked for aid from the guard boats that were alongside, but was re-
fused any, and that he had no idea there was. not ventilation enough
in the between decks to give air to the Chinamen, and fearing they
might overpower him, he kept the hatches on, which resulted in the
unfortunate manner as before related. - . B - -
The captain and crew are in prison here, and I have had no com-
munication from him, nor have I been able to see him, it being strictly
forbidden for any body to doso.. =~ ' o
I have demanded of the commandant of marine an official account
Ex. Doc. 99—7 ' '
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of the facts as far as known, and in answer he told me he had sent
my inquiry to the marine court, from whom I have not yet received
any reply ; but in an - interview I had with the commandant he told
‘me, verbally, that he, as yet, had received no official statement of the
facts, and only knew what everybody else did in relatlon to it, by
rumor. .

" The ship is not detained by the government but as the coolies, cap-
tain and crew are, she will naturally wait, and it may be a long while
‘before she will get away. :

The above are the prmclpal items that I have been able to learn in
regard to this truly terrible affair, and it yet remains to be seen how far
culpable’ the officers and crew ot the sh:p have. been in the death of
so many unfortunate beings. -

" The principal features in the case are the mlsunderstandmg, in the

first place, between the visiting doctor and the captain, and which: re-

sulted in placing the ship in quarantine, when it was afterwards found

‘there was no reason or necessity for so doing, and the fact that the

ca. ta;(xlx asked for aid from the o'overnment boats alongside, which was
8 .

These facts, it true, will come out on the trial of the men, which I
suppose will” take place as soon as possxble, but which w1ll naturally
‘be of long duration.

- 1 shall communicate, also, with the commandmg oﬁcer of the squad-
ron at Hong Kong, and will also put you in possession of any new
features, with care, that may come to my knowledge.

I have the honor to be, s1r, your obedient servant,

. H N. PAI:MER
. . Admg (Jomul
Hon W L. MARCY ' _
Secretary of State Washmgton

Mr. Palmer to Mr. Marcy :
| _ Consuum OF THE UNITED STATES oF AMERICA

FOR THE PHILLIPINE IsLANDS,
Manilla, December 6, 1855.

Sir: I wrote you on the 9th ultlmo, giving you an account of
'hornble affair that had taken place on board the ship (American)
f‘Waverly,” in this port. . '

Since that time but little new has transpn'ed in relation to the mat-
ter, as the government have not yet finished taking the ° ‘summary’’
or prelxmmary investigations, but the: are using all dispatch possi-
' ble, and will, no doubt, soon finish it, when the officers and men, or
th(;s: of them lmphcated as ‘bmng.r cmpable in the matter, will be
tri |
~ The oﬁcers and crew are stlll in jail, but the ship has been given
over in charge to her conmgnees, and is at liberty to go on her
‘voyage. o |
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T have seen Captain French several times, and his account does not-
‘differ materially-from the one sent in my last, with the exception,
~that he says he did not ask for aid from the gun-boats alongside, nor

inform them nor the authorities on shore that any trouble had taken
place between him and his passengers. It also appears that the
hatches were opened once about 3 o’clock, p. m., in order to allow
~some water to be brought on deck; and that Captain French and
“several men went below, and he tells me that, at that time, he saw
" nothing out of the way, but that one of the Chinamen making a mo-
wnocz 10 throw something at him, he shot him with his revolver. I
have communicated with the commodore of the squadron in China,
and from him I learn that the sloop-of-war ¢“ Vandalia’’ will proceed
to this place with as little delay as possible. o

By the American barque Constance, Captain Chandler, I send the
effects of the late captain of the ‘‘ Waverly,”” Mr. F. C. Wellman ;
they are consigned to the collector of the port of Boston, to whom I
write in relation to them, requesting him to deliver them to his family,
or any person authorized to receive them. o R
I have the honor to be, sir, yours respectfully, o
Hon. SECRETARY OF STATE, Washington. S D

M. Parker to M. Marcy.
[Mm.] -

[No. 4] - - .. LecATION OF THE UNITED ‘STATES, - .
R : - Mocao, February 12, 1856. -
*x - % 0x * N 2 *_ x k0%
% ok *  a x % N e

- I respectfully invite your attention to the accompanying documents
(enclosure E) regarding the coolie trade, and, with your permission,
will suggest the propriety of the two translations, emanating from the
Chinese at Amoy and Canton, being handed to one of the Washington .
papers for publication, as it is desirable the public should understand
the form the slave trade has assumed in the nineteenth century !
~ The statistics of the coolie trade for 1855, at Swatou, an illegal
port, even for legal trade, is as follows: o -

S o IR : Ships. = Tonnage. Coolies.
5 . 6,592 3,050

American - - - = = = a0 b
British - - - - - - -. 3 3,821 1,938 -
Chilian - - - - - - -1 500 250
- Peruvian - - - - - - 3 1,860 1,150
. Total - - - - - 12 12,713 6,388

:* x  ® . ag_"__ £ x ox % x
From an official source, I learn that the number of males imported
as coolies from Calcutta and Madras, from 1845 to 1852, into British
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G-ma.na and Tnmdad was 1,700. Tt is not surprlsmg the Bntlsh
government has taken up this subject, and that Parliament has legis-
‘lated upon it.—(Vide enclosure, English government Gazette, act of
Parliament, August 14, 1855. ) This act confiscates, not.only British,
but ships. not being Bmtzsh if found wﬁ;hout the prescnbed papers,
and in British dominions.

‘I am apprehensive that somethmg more than leavmo' United Sta.tes
merchant vessels to their fate, if engaged in this inhuman traffic, will
be necessary ; and I respectfully suggest the necessity of specific in-
structions emanating from the Navy Department to our men-of-war
on this station, authorizing . them to prevent resort to illegal ports,
and to examine such vessels as do, and ascertain that they o not
offend against law and to make them accountable if they do. -

* * x ok % * x %
- With sentlment° of esteem and & tmgulshed conmderatlon, I have
the honor to remaln, sir, your excelle; cy s most obedient servant,

PETER PA.RKER

Hon W. L. MARCY,

.- Secfef’taryqf St%e, Wa:ﬁ&gton

Q® . [E'ncl(.mure‘E.]
Qﬁ

Q$\ . LEGATIO‘T of THE UnNrTED StATES,
- . | Macao, January 24, 1856.

Ste: T herewith enclose, for your information, a ‘¢ public notifica-
tion,”’ of the 10th instant, with Chinese translation, in relation to the
coolie trade, and you are hereby instructed to communicate the same
to such local authority at your port as you may deem proper.

1 ha.ve the honor to be, sir, your very obedient servant,
. | PETER PARKER

CIRCULAR No. 1

Coples of above a.ddressed to O H. Perry, United States consul,
Canton Caleb Jones, United States consul, Foo-chow ; Thomas H
Hyatt, United States consul, Amoy; D. B. McCarter, Umted States
vxce consul I\lngpo M W. blsh Umted States vice consul, Shanghal .

To hzs E:wellency Dr. P, Parker commissioner and mzmster plempo- |
' entzary to C’hma from the Umted States of Amerzca _

‘Hoxe Koxe, January 7, 1856.

- SIr: I take the present occasion to congratulate you upon your safe
arrival in China, after an absence of some months from this country,
where so many years of your past life had been spent, and where you-
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- now gr'_opose to spend some time, holding the high office as above
~“Another object in addressing your excellency at this early date after
your arrival is to ask your opinion about coolie trade as now con-
ducted, and whether or not the government of the United States con-~
sider the carrying of coolie emigrants in American ships as a lawful
-trade, and one in which, should such vessels engaged meet with any
‘opposition by the Chinese government, or should ‘these vessels, in the
pursuit of this trade, be obliged to put into foreign ports, and cases
arise, such as have recently occurred at the port of Manilla, (of the
_circumstances connected with which your excellency may be familiar,)
_could  the owners of such vessels receive assistance from the govern-
ment of the United States in the event of trouble, and the Chinese
- demand their release from any contract as now made. --The writer,
acting as agent (and being a part owner of ships) for one of the most
respectable firms in the United States, and having several ships laden
for Peru-and other places, has recently heard that the government of
the United States discountenance the carrying of coolies, and know-
ing that the mercantile house aliuded to would not wish their agent
to enter into any trade consider:d illegal or immoral. Some months
since the writer received ordevs from these friends to send to Ri> de
Janeiro some 2,000 Chinese. under contract made with the minister
of the Brazilian governmert, ‘and bound the members of the house in
the sum of £2,000, to have their agent send such number of men
within the term of eighteen months from June last. In conformity
‘with such instructions as I then received, part of the Chinese were
‘embarked on board the ship ‘¢ Sarah,”” and sailed for that country on
the 26th December. Messrs. Sampson & Tappan, in good faith for
the fulfillment of this engagement with the minister of Brazil, have
~sent ships and money to have the contract completed.  There is a
~clause in this contract which makes the proviso that should the gov-
ernment of China or the United States look upon the traffic as illegal,
then the contract is null, and the agent, of course; not bound to send
such emigrants, neither can the Brazilian government exact said
£2,000, or any part of it, and I trust your excellency may be pleased
‘to grant the writer such document, under your official seal, as may-
warrant the non-fulfilment of the contract, and not be held liable by
_the said government of Brazil for the payment of the amount specified
in said bond. = o e
The coolie trade, as it has been conducted in China, has always
been obhoxious to the writer, and it has been only as acting for my
friends as agent that I was induced to enter into the trade. So long
as the government of China, as I understand it does, prohibits the
'pe(_‘)ipl_e from emigrating, and that many who have gone-havec.done so.
under or by false representations by the shroffs or crimps, who enter
the country and induce men from the remote provinces to come to the
sea coast and embark on board foreign ships, and by contract to serve
in a far country for the term of five or eight years. Convinced that
my friends supposed that those who embarked in their ships came
from the country freely and of their own accord, as those do who have
gone fo Australia and San Francisco, I had stated the facts of the
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case to them, and thev order me now to abandon ‘such tra.de if not
strictly legal and moral.

- Should the governments of the Umted States and England through
their ministers, make such alterations by treaty with China, that men-
‘may freely leave their country to go where their labor is wanted, and
said govemments appoint agents to. see that proper ships and alt
necessaries are found for the carrying such free men to leave their
country, and to adopt such measures as to avoid the evils and abuses
of the coolie trade, then it may be a benefit to such emigrants, and
give employment to many ships in carrying such men to a distant
country. I have had recent letters from Amoy, that the trade is be-
coming dangerous, and one captain of an American ship had been
seized by the friends of those on board and held as hostage until they
should be released. He was, however, released by some sailors who
came to the rescue. My letters from Callao also state that many evils
and abuses had occurred on board ships, and many deaths had oc-
curred, and the English consul had found it necessary to make strict
inquiries, the result of which will probably be represented to the gov-
-ernment of his country, all of which proves that the business is badly
conducted, and, should your excellency desire, many facts can be
brought to your notice.

Your excellency, I trust, will be pleased to give the writer an early
reply, and, if posmble, such document ‘s is a.sked for in time to for-
ward by the mail of the 15th January.

Very respectfully, your obedlent servant '

- | C D. MUGFORD

LEGATION or THE UNTTED Smm, '
- Hong Kong, January 14, 1856

Dm Sm b have the honor to be in the receipt of your communi-
cation of the Tth instant, in relation to the Chinese coolie trade, and -
enclose for your information a public notification of the 10th instant,
upon ' that subject. and have to refer you to the. same for my views
upon the several. questions you have referred.

~With a high appreciation of your fnendly sentiments, I have the
honor to remaln, sxr, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

PETEB PABKER
- C D Muerom:, Esq . Hong Kong . ‘

-PROCLAMATION ISSUED BY THE SCHOLARS AND MERCHANTS OF AMOY

'Notwe bemg an ea,posure qf Jor the pmpose of counteracting, the artz—
ﬁces’qf hardened mwcrean’ts who 1 zm_pase on the peq)le and se,duce them
to thezr destructwn B

From the time that the barbanans 'began to trade at Amoy they |
have had the practice of buying people to sell again ; subjecting those
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guiltless of crime to cruel treatment, and employing evil-disposed and -
traitorous natives to entice away peaceable people. These agents
styled brokers, consisting of some scores intimately leagued together,.
would attach to themselves several hundreds of others, and removing
all restraint from their inordinate cupidity, would follow the course
‘of their interest wherever it might lead, without any scruple. * They
have daily in the country, along the coast, sought about in all direc-
tions for persons whom they might entice away, with the end of
making gain for themselves by the detriment of others. . By the pros-
pect of minute advantage they drew away lonely and destitute persons,
while they held out alluring baits to seduce the younger members. of
settled families. Their tricks were innumerable, and they would dex-"
terously conceal their real designs.  They would pretend to hire their
victims for employment by which they might realize a livelihood, and
‘then drive them into the pits prepared ; or they would cheat them with
promises of advantage, (here some Malay words are used which are
unintelligible,) and thus get them within their power; or perhaps
-would invite them to travel and divert themselves, and so urge men
to destruction. Every kind of abomination they were addicted”to.
The ignorant country people have many times thus been lost in num-
bers. From souls so abandoned to covetousness every spark of innate
right feeling must have departed. = S o
The men being inveigled to barbarian houses and ships, are publicly .
sold. When once amongst them they cannot understand their gib-
berish, and they are kept in close confinement. They may implore
‘Heaven, and their tears may wet the earth, but their complaints: are
“uttered in vain. When carried to the barbarian regions, duy and
night they are compelled to labor, without intervals even for sleep.
To advance or retreat is equally impossible to them; death is their
.sole relief. : o _ : D
‘Moreover, they can transmit or receive no intelligence, none knows
whether they be alive or dead, and the hearts of their parents. and.
families are torn with anxiety. The succession of their families is'cut
off, an injury for which nothing can atone. Alas! those who, living,
were denizens of the central flowery country, dead, their ghosts wan-
der in strange lands. O, azure Heaven above! in this way are de-.
‘stroyed our righteous people. " S
‘Our present suggestion is, that the benevolent and respectable pub-
lic shall unite in exercising their influence to repress these practices..
Let fathers caution their sons, and elder brothers their younger bro-
‘thers, for seeing the evil and guarding against it. Let none mis-
_guidedly lend themselves to promote the schemes of wicked traiters.
Let us mutually warn each other, and point out to all_men the roads
whick, if life to one, are of death to ten thousand.. We venture, as
- above, to express our humble but sincere and heartfelt sentiments,
trusting that they may receive the consideration of the public. =~
Notification by the scholars and merchavots of Amoy. - o

A true translation. o R
' ‘ M. C. MORRISON.
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O'an the followmg facts be tolerated ?

Man, bemg born of heaven and. earth who is w1thout a father and
a mother, and who is not either a man or a woman, and how can they'
‘be deceived by men, and fall into their snares? -

'Now, I saw in the port of Macao innumerable persons engaged in
the traffic of buying and selling Chinese, and I know this to be the
-fact from personal knowledge and observation. . -

‘There arealready in existence five places, vulgarly ealled “ Chu-tsze
Kwan >> or ‘ Pig. Pens,”’ one at Hwa Wang Kee; one at Puh. Ma.
Hong; one at Hia Wan Kee; one at San Tsing Lou, under the sign
%f Tsung Kai Kee ‘but the one that has the most men is at Sha Lan

sze.

Each baracoon procures 1ts men from swmdlers, who obtain them
‘through deception. The price they pay for each head is sight dollars.
They frequently purchase and keep them in readiness, so ‘that one of
‘these baracoons may have several tens of men, and another several
hundreds. They wait to embark together, and all are shipped to
“foreign countnes, where they are resold perhaps over a hundred dol-
lars per head. :

~ After their persons are thus sold they then turn the bodies of the
- Chinese into fish baits, by which Béche de Mer is obtained, or make
use of their persons as beasts of burden, in which capaclty they un-.
dergo all the hardships incident to the clearing of wild lands, or else
they place their persons in the brunt of an engagement, where they
have to brave the hazards of the cannon. Besides, there are other:
unknown evils in their becoming slaves to foreigners, and their bemcr '
used by them at their own will, evils, too, of many forms.

. .But how are these men. seduced? Plainly because at the. outset
they are often taken in by swindlers, who would address them as
follows:

I have a relatmn who keeps a carpenter 8 shop at Macao he is
desirous of employing a cook. By my recommending you to his shop
“you will receive in the first year a few moce per month for your wages.
‘Your apprenticeship will expire at the end of three years; in that case
" your monthly wages will be four dollars.”” - Upon seeing a neat and
‘slender fellow, he would say, ‘I should like to recommend you to a
foreign house as a servant.”” Meeting with the stout and strong, he
. would say, ¢‘ There are men who would furmsh you with a capital,
and L should like to go with you to California.”

Finding his victim wealthy, talented, and- young, he would accost
‘him and say, *“ I'should like to accompany you to see the sxghts and
take you with me to a refreshment room.””

- Thus he watches opportunities and adapts hlmself to mrcumstances,
_employlng, moreover, numerous plans and schemes, which cannot be
discovered and-stated, to seduce his victims. When once the simple-
“tons credit his fair speeches, they are then forthwith accompanied by
~him through Tih Hing Kee (Howqua’s street) in Canton, where they
step on board a Macao fast boat, that serves as a jail for criminals.

On the next day they hurried down to Macao, where, upon land-
ing, they repair to the baracoons; there they are taught what to say,
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and as they pass muster or examination they are not permitted to cry
aloud. If any foreigner should question them, each is obliged to say
that he is poor and canunot see his way to obtain alivelihood,.and that
he takes pleasure in selling his person. But if any should disokgy
these énstructions, the scolding and the lash would inevitably be in-
creased. 3 5 . S

' Though some- who reached this hell of carth against their own in-
clinations, yet they could not help it; for this reason some undertook
to escape by climbing over walls, but were recaptured by foreign
devils, and were accordingly flogged to death before the rest as a
warning. In one of these baracoons, some have even gone so far
as to commit suicide by hanging themselves. -I have known of ten

such cases. . ‘ L o

" ‘But some of those who perished deserved pity, others do not. Those
who do not, were the rebels found among them. Since we could not
decapitate them for their crime, still we may thank their enemies for
having put an end to them. But those who deserve pity were some
virtuous private citizens found among them, who never could return
to serve their parents, and were hopeless as regards supporting their
wives and children. IfI still desire to harbor and suppress such facts
as these, how can I face heaven and earth? _ L

Therefore, whenever an individual is missing, first let a notice be
issued and search be made at different places; then one ought to repair
immediately to the baracoons at Macao, and solicit a foreigner to
‘make an inquiry of the superintendent of the ¢‘pigs,’”’ as to which of
the baracoons the missing person was sold. Hec assuredly can be
seen and his whereabouts known. The superintendent of the “pigs’’-
will, of course, demand the sum of five dollars for the passage and
board; before he would allow the person to be redeemed. Should he
be dissatisfied with this sum, one ought then, by all means, to go. to
‘the senate of Macao for consultation. The foreign magistrate will
undoubtedly decide the matter according to equity; he takes no fee
for it; he is able to deliver the person back,-but if the man had passed
over to the hands of foreigners, it would be difficult to recover him.
I have experienced all these things myself, there is nothing empty in.
what-Isay. Lo e L K -

If every parent and friend should circulate this matter far and
wide, and admonish ‘the wealthy, the talented, the sons, and the
nephews, who live in the neighboring villages, to be particularly on
their guard ; if, in like manner, the poor, who hire themselves out as
dqmesti'c servants, together with motherless children, should be treated
with greater compassion and be made fully acquainted with my ad-
vice; should these things be done, till we see that both those who are
of age should escape the danger that besets them, and those who are
under age would not hear -deception, then this anonymous effort of
mine will be of infinite service. T

Respectfully submitted by the Youth’s Assistant and one who can-
not endure these facts. N o L

- S - CANTON.

" N.B. This paper was first published in Canton, in October, 1855,
and recently a second edition of 3,000 copies has been circulated. =
S T TR ANSLATOR.
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_ Mr Trousdale to Mr Marcy

. [Extra.ct]
[No ;8.] | o LEGATION OF THE Umnn Smms R
o ' Rw de Janezro, February 13, 1806
- Bm:

* % % . '*V'-*“ *® % .

A dispatch was received at this legation from Mr. Gillmer, United
States consul at Bahia, dated 30th January, 1856, which stated that'
the Brazilian brig-of-war ¢‘Olinda’ had captured, on the day previous,
at the port of ‘“St. Matheus,”” the schooner ‘Mary E. Smith,”’ of
New Orleans, with over three hundred and seventy African negroes
on board; that the vessel, captain and crew had been taken into the
port of Bahla, and that most convincing proofs of eriminality, as a
slaver, existed in the case. On the 4th instant I wrote to the secre-
tary of foreign affairs, stating the facts as related by Mr. Gillmer, and
‘requesting that he would inform me, when convement what action
the Brazilian government would take in the matter. Hls excellency
answered my note yesterday. Enclosed herewith are copies of the
dispatch of Mr. Gillmer, of my note to the Secretary of State, and
‘also to Mr. Gillmer, and ‘the answer of the secretary of forewn rela-
-tmns to me, ma.rLed A 48, B 48 C 48 D 48 .

N
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedlent servant o
- W TROUSDALE
Hon.W L. MARCY,

Secretary of State R

""‘A48'-'

Co*:svmm or THE Umm) Sr.mzs OF AMERICA -
- Bahia, January 30, 1856.

Sm 1 enclose a paragraph taken from the ‘“Diario da Bahia’ of
‘to-day relative to a schooner captured by the Brazilian brig-of-war
_¢¢Qlinda’’ at the port of St. Matheus, to the south of this, with over
three hundred and seventy slaves on board. - On the stern of the
‘schooner is painted ‘“Mary E. Smith,’” of New Orleans, from which
port said schooner sailed last spring. - I am told she was overhauled
ip. the Mississippi afier leaving New Orleans, on suspicion, but for
‘want of proof released, having at. length turned up here with the
‘most convincing proofs of cnmmahty, to the. d.lso'race of our country’s
fla
| it present I know no further pa.rtleulars, but hasten to mform you
of the fact, for combined action with the government in Rio, if you
should deem it expedient, desiring to receive, as early as practicable,
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any suggestions you. may deem proper as to the course necessary for
‘me to pursue in the premises.
~ T'have the honor to be, respectfully, your most obedrent servant
o J. 8. GILLMI]R
Hon W TROUSDALE,

- Minister Plempoteﬁtzdry qf the Umted States, -
o Rw de Janezro '

B4,

[No 9%4.] = LEGATIO\ oF THE UNITED STATES,
- ' " Rio de Janeiro, February 4, 1896
~ The unders1gned envoy extraordinary and minister plenrpotentlary
of the United States, presents his complnnents to his excellency José.
‘Maria da Silva Paranhas, of the council of his Majesty the emperor,
minister and secretary of state for foreign affairs, and would inform his
excellency that he has received a dispatch from the United States consul-
‘at Bahia, stating the fact that the Brazilian brig-of-war ¢“Olinda,’’ on-
the 29th ultimo, at the port of St. Matheus, had captured the American
schooner ¢‘Mary E. Smith,’’ whrch had on board over three hundred"
‘and seventy slaves. :
The undersigned requests his excellency, ata convement trme, to.
inform him what action the Brazilian government v 'vr.l eake in rela-
tion to the vessel and crew thus captured. : :
The undersigned avails himself of this op ortunr*v to renew o his
excellency the ‘assurances of his esteem an(%) d.rstmgmshed consrder-‘
atron 4 '

- _ - W. TROUSDALE
Hrs Excellency o
| J OSE MAB.IA DA SILva PARANRAS, &c d:c d:c

0'48' -

LEGATION OF THE UNITED SrA'rEs, -
Rio de Janeiro, February 5, 1856

Sm Your dmpatch of the 30th ultimo has been received, whrch
‘contains the mortifying intelligence that the American schooner
“Mary E. Smith”> had been captured by the Brazilian brig-of-war
“Ohndu,” at the port of St. Matthews, with over 370 slaves on board.
I was informed about six weeks ago of the departure of this vessel
from Boston in August last, under suspicious circumstances. I learn
she was followed from that port and overtaken, but refused to retum
and pursued her voyage, as she alleged, for Montevideo. . :

. This is a case of guilt well defined within the provisions ef the act
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of Congress passed the 15th May, 1820, constituting the African slave

trade piracy and punishable with death.. - ... .

- By the law of nations this trade was not piracy, but was considered
_respeéctable, and practiced by most of the European nations. Piracy,

under the law of nations, may be tried and punished in the courts -of
justice of any nation, by whomsoever and wheresoever committed ; but

piracy created by municipal statute can only be- tried by that state

within whose territorial jurisdiction and on board of whose vessels the

offence thus created was committed. L ' o

"I am not advised as to the action intended to be taken by the Bra-
zilian government in the case of the ¢‘Mary E. Smith.”” Ihave stated
‘the law of nations; as I understood it, in relation to this case.

I have addressed a note to. the secretary of state for foreign affairs,
_requesting his excellenéy to inform me what action will be taken by
the Brazilian' government in the case of the schooner ¢Mary E.
Smith.”” " This note has not been answered. I send you a copy.
. I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, -~ ... =

. J. 8. GrLLMER, Esq., D S

.. United States Consul, Bakai, Brazl..

D 48.
[Trenslation.]
- DEp:RTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, ‘
TR . - Rio de Janeiro, February 12, 1856.
. The undersigned, member of the council of his Majesty the emperor,
‘minister and secretary of state for foreign affairs, has the honor of ac-
‘knowledging receipt of the note under date of the 4th instant, through
‘which Mr. William Trousdale, envoy extraordinary and minister pleni-
potentiary of the United States, requested to be seasonably informed
in reference to the proceedings intended by the imperial government
a8 to the American schooner * Mary E. Smith’’ and her crew, captured
by - the Brazilian hermaphrodite brig ‘‘Olinda,”’ in the port of St.
Matthews, said schooner having on board a cargo of Africans.

- “The undersigned, hereby meeting the request of Mr. Trousdale, has
‘the honor of informing, that as stated, the hermaphrodite brig-of-war
¢¢Olinda,”’ one of the cruisers on the station of Bahia, succeeded in
‘capturing on the bar of the port of St. Matthews, in the province of
Spirito Santo, the schooner ‘“Mary E. Smith,”” with 350 Africans
aboard; and that the prize and its crew, as well as other guilty par-
ties, will be amenable.to the prosecution and sentence prescribed by
the ~Brazilian law of the 4th of September, 1850, and the regulation
of the 14th of October of the.same year. -~ = -

The undersigned will further this preliminary information by add-
ing, that according to the data months ago in possession of the impe-
rial govetnment in reference to said schooner, she sailed from Boston
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in August last, and that the authorities themselves of the United
States had suspicions of her being intended for the slave. trade, sus-
picions which have, unfortunately, been realized. |

The undersigned improves this opportunity to renew to Mr. Trous-
dale the assurances of bis sincere esteem and dlstmgmshed conmd-

-eratlon
J O_SE MARIE DE _»ILVA, PARANHA.S. |
| Mr Robertson to M. Marcy
[No 34} S CONsmm oF THE UNITED Smms,

Havana, dpril-5, 1856.

| Sm On the 28th ultlmo an American shlpmaster, named William
Lang, arrived in this city by land, reporting that the vessel under his
command, (the clipper-ship ¢ Sea, Witch,’’ of New York, of 907 tons,
belongmg to Messrs. Howland & Aspmwall,) having on board about
five hundred coolies, had that morning gone on-shore upon the reefs
situated about fifteen or twenty miles to the westward of Havana, and.
that after great exertions he had succeeded in finding a place to land
and come after assistance. . Captain Lang did not apply to me but to
the agents of his owners, and to the consignee of the coolies. The
latter reported the case to the authorities, and the admiral immediately
sent out two war steamets ; the agent on his part dispatched a steam.
tug and two lighters to the place where the vessel was. The crew,
coolies, and a great many of the ship’s appurtenances were safely
landed ; the hull, it is believed, will be tost. I have the honor to
enclose you copies of the correspondence on thls affair between the
admu'al and myself,

This. is the second cargo of Chinamen brought here under our ﬂag
within a few days ; the first cargo, oons1stm§ ofabout 375, was brought
from Hong Kong by the clipper-ship Sword Fish, of 1, 034 tons, Cap-
tain Osgood. Two or three days after the Sword Fxsh a- Spamsh"
'vessel came in with about 200 more.

The greater part of the Sea Witch’s crew are still i in thxs port

Wlth great respect 8ir, your obedient servant,

WM. H. ROBERTSON o
: Actmg C’onsul

"Hon. WILLIAM L. Magcy, | '
Secretary of S%ate of tke Umted States, Washmgton ‘

Y
CONSULATE or THE UNITED Smn:s

Hovana, March 31, 1856

~ Mosr Excznmmr Sm I had the honor to receive yesterday your
‘excellency’s-very interesting communication informing me of the arri-



1:1'0 ~ SLAVE AND coomn TRADE.

val in tlns port on the afternoon of day before yesterday, in her Cath-
olic Majesty’s steamers “Coungresso’” and “Guadalqmver, ‘and other
conveyances, of the crew and Chinese emlgrants from the wrecked
American clipper-ship ¢‘Sea Witch.” -

I have witnessed with much pleasure and hlgh a.pprecla.tlon the
prompt efforts made by your excellency’s orders in behalf of the ship-
wrecked, and which have been crowned with so much success. My
government ‘to whom I shall make known the valuable services thus
rendered to one of our ships by her Catholic Majesty’s vessels, will, I
feel sure, lnohly value them. As to the ship, the captain, previous
to his departure in the “Congresso, ‘on the evening of last Friday,
told me that he entertained little or no hope that she could be got off.

I beg leave to express to your excellency my most sincere acknow-
ledgments for your kindness to my countrymen and attentions to my-
self, and remain, with considerations of great respect, -

Your excellency’s very obedient servant,

The Oommerczal Agcnt in charge of the C’onsulate

- His Excellency Sefior Don MANUEL DE QUESADA,
C’ommander-m—Ohwf of her Catholic Majesty 8
“ Naval Forces in tkw .statwn, d’cc (ﬁc &c.

[Tra.nslataon ]

Omcn OF THE Gommmm GENEBAL OF
- MARINE oF THE HAvANA STATION, '
Havana, March 30, 1856.

The captain of the port havmg reported to me on the afternoon of
day before yesterday of the American ship ¢‘Sea Witch,’’ with Asiatic
colonists being aground four leagues to the westward I ordered im-
mediately the departure of the steamers Gaudalquiver and Congresso,
with the object of saving the shipwrecked, the latter having effected
it one hour after ; the former having had to wait for the ca.ptam of the
lost vessel, who gmded to the spot of the disaster. -

- T have the satisfaction to inform you that yesterday afternoon, an-
chored in this harbor, after their return from their commission the
said steamers, and oneof the traffic of this port, bringing all the ship-
‘wrecked ersons, without any effort ha.vmg been made to save the hull
of the ship, owing to the bad state it was in. .

~ God preserve you many years.
: MANUEL DE QUESADA
 TrE CoNSUL of the United States in this city.
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" Mr. Robertson to Mr. Marcy. - o
- (Bxtrect]
CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, =
| o - ~_ Haovana, July 7, 1854.
~ ¢¢Srr: The brig Grey Eagle was brought into this port a prize, -
some days since; having been engaged in the African trade. She had
landed between 400 to 500 slaves, about fifty miles to the wesiward of
the port. When taken, she was lying in a small bay and first dis-
covered by an English man-of-war, which took possession of her,
finding no oneon board. The crew had apparently just left her. She
was found already fitted for another voyage ; but a Spanish brig-of-
war, lying a short distance from her, made claim to her as their prize, -
and the Englishman gave her up, and she is now in this port. . .
- ¢¢ Grey Eagle, of Philadelphia, is painted on her stern.” * = *
* * x0T  Tx 0 xx . x %
1 have the honor to be, sir, with great respect, your ob’t servant,
: o : ‘WM. H. ROBERTSON, -

e : Consul General.
Hon. Wu. L. Marcy, - o j o
' Secretary of State of the United States, Washington.

*

" Mr. Robertson to Mr. Marcy.
[No.983] = . - JuLy 20, 1854,
- I beg leave to call -your attention to the copy, herewith enclosed,
of & communication addressed to me on the 15th instant by the mixed
court of justice which is investigating the case of the captured brig
¢ Grey Eagle.”’ I replied on the 17th that I would endeavor to pro-
cure from the United States the information that the court wished to
obtain, and to this effect have addressed the collector of Philadelphia.
~ Late on the 18th, after a diligent search for some one that had be-
longed to the crew of that vessel, I found a young American seaman’
who gave his name as Joseph Town, of Philadelphia. I immediately
took his deposition, (a copy of which I send herewith,) and learning
therefrom that the captain (Donald) had already left for New York,
and with the intention of taking charge there of another vessel to.
" proceed to Africa after more slaves, I availed myself of the sailing of
the barque Leo, Captain West, on yesterday morning for New York,
to send the young seaman in her at the expense of the government,
and subject to the United States district attorney, who will be thus
enabled, if it is deemed proper, to make use of the seaman to discover
Donald ‘and such other parties as were concerned in the affair, and
have them dealt with according to law. I
The seaman Town is quite intelligent, and if his statements are
truthful, it is very possible that throuﬁ *him the district attorney
may succeed in discovering Donald and having him convicted and
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,pumshed A few examples, where the full force of the law is apphed
will have the salutary effect of deterring others from engaging in that
nefarious trade in our country.. No doubt can exist that the greater
% art of the vessels engaged in the slave trade are fitted out in New

ork and other ports of the United States. This practlce must be
‘discontinued, if it is desired to put a stop to- the trade. I'do not be-
lieve that all the senous exertlons of the authormes of Cuba w1ll stop
that trade here. S

- Mr. :Saz}dge to Mr. -Mdrcy'." |
N .‘ [Extract] -

- [No 113 1 o CORSULATE OF THE UI\ITED Sm'rm, o
: o L Ha'oana, August 28, 1854,

Stk : Slnce the date of' my communication No, 111, nothmg worthy
of being made the subject of a dispatch has taken place here.

Having received a letter from the United States atterney in Phila-
delphia, announcing the arrest and commitment for trial of Captain
Darnand, of the brig' Grey Eagle, and desiring this office to procure
more ev1dence to streno'then the case for the government, I have en-
deavored to obtain personal evidence, but, as I expected unsuccess-
fully. It is believed that none of the crew are here. Some of the
slaveslanded from that vessel were captured on the road by the lieu-
tenant governor of the district, but the number taken being. very
small the captain general had him arrested, and he is now underoomg
trial. I do not believe that his endence, if it could be obtained,
would be reliable.

‘Iapplied to the British consul general for 1nformat10n, and e has
fornished me the description and dimensions of the Grey Eagle, as
well as of every article of a suspicious nature found on board. This
‘gocument I will forward to the dlstrlct attorney in an authentxcated
orm.

T have also apphed to the captam general for all the evxdence and
‘information in his possession, bearing upon the case for the use of the.
district attorney. He has assured me that he had given directions
that the papers be prepared as soon as possible, and that he will then
transmit them to me. Whether all these documents may be made
available or not for the trial, I am not able to decide, but I have no
doubt that they will bé: 1mportant to the government who will,
through them, be placed in possession of all the facts connected with
the capture and -trial of a vessel that to all appearances must have .

been Amencan S o .‘ 5
x . % Co* % * % * ¢ k.

x *- % % *x  x - x * .
: I have the honor to be, su‘, w1th great respect, your ob’t servant,
- THOMAS SAVAGE, '
' - i charge of Ci onsulate.
Hon WILLIAM L Mmcr o ,
- Secretary of State of - ﬂw United States, Washington.
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Mr. .Savage to Mr.. Marcy.

[No.116.] ~ CoNsuraTe oF THE UNTTeD Sratss
i . .. . Hlavana, September.6, 1854 . .
_Sm: In answer to your:dispatch.of the 17th: ultimo, I haverthe
honor to state that the seaman George Howell, whose affidavit;:taken
before Mr. Acting Consul Robertson, has been by you forwarded to
the United States district attorney-in Phi_la‘delfhia, after. his some-
what singular conduct in not going per brig Volante, as intended by
Mr. Robertson, was found by me at last and prevailed upon to go'to
New York and place himself at:the:disposal of the United States at-
torney at New York. - He left this port-with a letter from me to.that
_ ogﬁcer, per American barque- John-Potter, onor about ‘the 14th-
altimo. S T L
I have, at the request of the attorney for the: eastern distriet"of
Pennsylvania, endeavored to procure evidence for the trial of Captain
Darnand or Donald,of the brig Grey:Hagle; afdl ‘by the:same cod-
veyance that takes-this;-as well as by a-former-one, have sent-hin¥a
number of official:documents, which. I hope may: prove available. - E
even applied to the:captain general:for-evidence-and: information, but
caunot say whether such as he has furnished me will -avail much:to'
‘the government-at{orney. I have asked this officer to forward all:
the documents;-in icase they do not serve- his_ PI}IPOSB,« to you; whom:
they must be useful:toas they: refer tosa‘vessel that to all appearance®
must have belonged;:if she does not belong now; to the United States.
The mixed courtiof’justice here béfore which“the case of the Grey’
‘Eagle is now pending, requested ' Mr. Robertson last month to inform:
them whether:that vessel was American; or had been so; their object,
is to ascertain whether she was:iransferred :at the.coast of. Adric: o
T par; hatshe cedsed to.beAmerican property. Itappedrs:
iptilations-of the treaty.of 1835, ‘establishing thatcoust;*
diction but upoh English or. Spanish vessels engaged:im:
v': If it 48 ‘therefore. established that: the Grey:Hagle
ased:to be Americany the court must place her, unconderel
-under the‘eontrol of-theSpanish government, who, when-this
-0CCH would: no doubt condemn-her fora violation of:theiriown-
rgilanded a:cargo-of African glaves on the coast of Gabar'
iind,sds alleged;in the bight.of “ Ls Ortigoss;* eutirelzs
-without. 'ag;éphpem,?:o“?f- rew; after she ‘had landed-lier:
tur .:

-

carge. & Rhe was. captured . by the- British -war ‘brig -Espiegle; but:a’

‘panish. w sel claimedizher as-her;prize, under the-plea that-oite:
ot the officers’on shore had already seen and taken possessioniof ber;
and she was "given up by:the Espiegle. I have understood that she
was, however, subsequehtly acknowledged to be the Espiegle’s prize.

- Reverting’to your dispatch’;:I will 'say, in conclusion, that ‘solong
as I have charge of,-or’ in’ any way connected wiih, this consulate, I
will at all-times use my utmost efforts to ferret out and bring, if pos-
sible, to condign punishment any parties.who bring-disgraceupen the
: Ex. DOC. 99-——;8 - - ¥ ¥ e ’
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" ﬂag of the United: Sta.tes, especlally snch asuse it for the abommable
traffic.in slaves. . ..
T have the honor to remam, su, very respectfully, your obedlent

‘serva.nt
THOMAS SAVAGE Actmg Uomul
Hon Wn.um L MABCY . _
Secretary qf State qf tlw Umted States, Washmgton o

‘::sv R R

-

M. Savage to Mr. Marcy

- [INo 119] "-..-' ‘-' o CONSULATE oF TEE UNTTED Smrm, :
'  Havama, September 7, 1854.

Sm On the 29th ultlmo, I recelved information, conﬁdentlally, that
several seamen, with about one hundred and seventy bozal negroes,
had been. capturedvm the vicinity of Giiines, about thirty-six or forty
miles from this cit®¥, and that two. of the seamen were apparently
Americans. - It was corroborated on the 31st, when I learnet{) that the
men had been brought here by the railroad on the-day before. . Pre-
‘suming that-they were in the public jail, I called.there on the same
day, and found eight men, six of them Portuguese, and two evidently
native Americans. I conversed with these two, who gave me their
names as Mark: Chauncey, of Phlladelphm, and William. Winn,: of
Maine. . I judge that they are:Americans from theif appearance, lan-
. C .and manners. - They stated that: they-shipped .on or about the
3th of March last, at the oﬁice of regular shipping masters, in New
York, whose names they gave, but:I-cannot ‘now- recollect, for ‘the
,schooner ¢ Esperanza,’’ of New York, then lying.in said port to-pro-
ceed.to the. Cape of :Good. Hope on a lawful tragm voyage. .Being
asked: by me-the names of the captain and mate,t ey said that they
did not. know .that. the. captain: was: always called- captain, and: the
mate’s narme never was mentioned in their hearing ;:that.they were
both. Portuguese, to judge from their accent, but spoke the' Enghsh
language fluently, and must be naturalized Amenca.n citizens, ;.. The,
~other'men, who were present when I was interrogating the. two Ame—
- ricans; stated that they: were also :American seamen, - but:they:are eyi-
- dently-Portuguese, and produced no.papers. - They accounted-forithis;
' samngthat their papers.had. been stolen from them. : The two; me-s
ricans.went on, saying that they went.on board the “Espe Za) A An
the morning, a stes: :nboat was alongside, the schooner castioff;:a:
mediately went:to sea under-American colors. -1 asked: them if.- they
knew at the time of leaving New York what cargo the vessel had on
‘board.. They answered that they did not see the hatches. taken off
“until they arrived at the coast of Africa, at a place without houses,
where they discovered that she had.nothing but provisions and other
articles for the slave trade. A cargo of about four hundred and fifty
_negroes was there brought on board in. launches and canoes; -that
they had no-other.recourse but to come in the vessel ; ‘that they hada
passage of about sixty-seven days going to the coast, "and about forty-
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eight. on the way to Cuba. No ﬂa.g was ever: hmsted on-the retnrn‘
passage.. ~Arrived at the south side of the Isle of Pines, where the
cargo, now reduced to four hundred and nine negroes, (the rest having
died on the passage,) was landed, together with all the crew, and the
Esperenza was burnt ;- that- they rema.lned twenty days at the Isle of
Pines, where provxswms were very scarce, and the negroes would go
into the bushes and get poisonous beans, snakes, &c., and eat them,
‘which caused the death of a very large number, so that there were
only about three hundred and thirty-five left; that two schooners of
the coast then came. The captain, mate, and cook, (this last is said
to be also an American,) with about one-half of the negroes, embarked
in one of the schconers, the crew and the rest of the negroes (about
one hundred and seventy) embarked in the other. The schooner
having their captain on board, being a faster sailer than their’s, they
soon lost sight of her; that thev supposed they were all going to the
same place, but after seven daye, being short of provisions, the master
put ‘into*Rosario, and there landed the crew and negroes. They re-
mained about ten days at Rosario, and finally were all detected and
arrestea by the lieutanant goveruor of Giiines, who had them conveyed
to that place, and afterwards sent them to Havana. They also stated,
in reply to a question from me, that they had not received one smole'
dollar but-the advance that they got in New York. They also- de-
clared: themselves to be entirely destitute of means, and without
clothes but the ragged ones they had on. - They appeared to be aware
of: their critical situation, and beggzed me to do something for them
as they had been decelved in' New York.. They finally informed me
‘that they had written me a letter from Giiines, which - letter d1d not-
come to my hands until the morning of the 2d instant. - :
--On- my return to the office, I had a suit of clothes sent to eachef
the two .Americans, and I will endeavor to make them as comfortab“le
as circumstances will permit. I have also requested them to give me,'
in writing, as full a statement as they can of all the cucumstan """
connected with -their case, but unfortunately Chauncey, who"is’ the'
one that can write well, was taken sick two days after I saw him, dnd"
..conveyed to the: mﬁrmary of the prison, which has prevented his com-
Plying with my request. I learn, however, that he is domg well I
. shall therefore, have the statement in a few days.. o
On the first instant I wrote a communication to the captain general :
about these men, a copy of which I enclose herewith, together with his
excellency’s reply, translated into English—these copies “are marked
A and B respeotxvely ‘Lalso accompa.ny & copy. of Mark Chauncey s "
letter from Giiines. '
The captain general having stated to me that the men wxll be
brought to-trial, I will do all I can to prevent any unnecessary delay,
will - “defend them with all the evidence I can bring to bear in their
favor, and will watch that they have a fair trial, and are allowed all
the facilities granted by the treaty between the United States und
Spain. I do not believe that I shall be permltted to interfere, being -
« mere commercial agent, but I shall waive this cxrcumstauce, thou«rh .
‘on- every occasion a.ddressmg the authorities in a very resPecttul
manner.
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1 would suggest that a properly authentmated coivy of the Esper-
‘anza’s criginal shipping articles, which must be on file in the; custom-
house at New York, be sent here to'serve as ev1dence that the men
were shipped for a lawful voyage. =

Iwill, in conclusion, earnestly request of you to glve me such in-
structions as you may deem proper for this case, to. gerve as a guide,
though those given by you for that of the Jasper’s crew, the two cases
being quite similar, may be considered as adapted to the present affair.

Hoping that my conduct, thus far, will meet your approval, I have
the honor to be, sir, very. respectfully, your obedient servant,

o . , THOMAS SAVAGE -

',\ ! ' Actmg Consul.

Hon. Wrzzay L. MARCY .
o Secretary qf State of the. Umted States, Wa.shmgton

——

Mr (Jhauncey to Mr Savage

GUINES, August 28 1854

DEar Sir: I am about to ‘address a few Iiues to you in_ “behalf: of
‘myself and fellow-mariners who are now in the prison-at this p:ace,
We sailed from New York, bound, as we supposed, for the Capée-of
Good Hope. ‘When about 61 da.ys out, we made the coast of Africa,
when the captain called all hands-aft and said be intended: to-alter: the_
voyage and take on board negroes. All hands immediately refused,
upon which*hé stated we had our choice, either to go ashore on a, bar-
ren and rocky coast, or consent to remain on' his terms, which weres
large sum of money each and a passport through Cuba to- the United

‘States. Not knowing what course to pursue, he gave us until me-
ridian to cemsider upon it. At that time four launches came along-
-side loaded ‘with negroes, who threatened us with putting us on shore,
ag there. were more men ashore who were captured and put ashore on
‘the coast,-and would be happy to get on board. Upon which: course
-to. take, it was hard to decide; cannibals and starvation” onesidé,
and. the other a shade better or worse. To shorten the narration,:we
landed-on the Isle of Pines and disembarked: the negroes, where we
_remained 20 days in the woods, sick and half starved. At that time
two schooners arrived to.embark the negroes. 'We went on ‘board one
.schooner and the captam and his pa.rty in another.. The captain’s
vessel we lost-sight of.  We were landed at about a league from Ro-
8airo; ‘encamped again in the woods. for 7 days, and . then made
"pnsoners arrived here yesterday. I suppose to-morrow we start for
‘Havana, where, if you will condescend to grant -me an interview, I
will explain everything (I trust) to your satisfaction. There are but
two natives of America among us’; but all have sailed a long time in
American vessels, and, I presume, are considered as Americans. Our
“clothes, and everythmg appertaining to us, I suppose are lost or taken
by the authorities. We have heard it-stated here that we would have
no opportunity of writing or seeing you, and therefore avail ourselves
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of the lnndness of an’ Amenca.n la.dy, resulent here, who has kmdl}
tendered to.us her services in transmitting this letter to Havana, and'_
also to contribute’ everythmg in her power to ameliorate our condition
“here. All of whlch is respectfully submitted by your obedient serva.nt
 MARK CHAUNCEY,
o mbeka{fofsevmothcrs

| Mr Sa'vage to Oaptam (reneral

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STA'rm |
: Havana, September 1, 1854

Mosr EXCELLENT SIR: Two Amencan seamen, named Mark Cha.un-
cey and William Wlnn, who are now in- the jail of this city, have
desired me to render my official servicesin their behalf for the. pur-
pose of obtaining their release. Being anxious to comply with the
‘double duty of rendering them all the assistance T may, though with-
out going beyond the limits conceded to the office I hold, ‘and of cor-
rectly reporting- to ‘the - government of the United States all the
circumstances connected with said seamens’ case, I would respectfully
request of your-excellency to inform me of the nature of the offence
cor: witted by those seamen which has led to their being imprisoned,
andin case that they have violated any law of the country, of wha,t
are the intentions of the government resPectmg them S

I have the honor, &e., &c.
' : THOMAS SAVAGE
' st Excellency the CAPTAIN GENERAL -

L

Om-‘rcn OF THE Govmon, CAPTAIN GENERAL, &c &e.
Govemmnt Secretary’s Qffice, Havana, September. 5 1854.

Snc'rmN 1.~The North' American seamen, Mark Chauncey a.nd.‘
Wllham Winn, who' are in the: jail, together with several others, be-
long as:these to- the crew of the schooner: *¢ ‘Esperanza,”’ that- was
burnt-aftér landing, on:the-coast 'of -the Isle-of. Pines, the bozal ne- -
‘groes-that she brought, and being conveyed to the place called Rosario,
in: the: jurisdiction of Gulnes, were arrested with the negroes that they
'brought to this place.: :Consequently they are- subject to the proceed-
ings instituted: on ‘that account, the decision of which appertains.to
the'royal-audiencia; in’ contorm1ty W1th the penal law. for the repres-
sion-of the traffic from Africs. =~ - EREE o
: Whloh I say to you m answer to your said commumcatlon G
5 - THE MARQUIS DE LA PEZUELA

The Gormmcux. Aonm: of tke Umted States

The malI i gomg g g must send you the two copxes by next ma‘l f
“Your obedient servant,
THOMAS SAVAGE



S suars s coous

R  . Mr Savage to .Mr Marcy

[No. *120] o CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STAT!S, L
- S . Havana,, September 11, 1854
Sm I have the honor to enclose herethh the copies. mentmned in
my communication No. 119, as_marked A apd’B, which; for want of
time, could not be got rea.dy 1 have not yet received the full state-
‘ment required of the seaman, Mark Chauncey, he being still unwell,
‘but he has promised to have it ready day after ‘to-morrow. That sea-
man and his shipmates were, on Friday last, transferred-from.the
~cell where they were to another more comfortable, "and -apart from-
the mass of prisoners. I have endeavored to ascertain by whose
orders they have been bettered so in their condition, and all I have
“been able to learn is, that a Portuguese.person residing here had
given the directions and bound himself to pay the expenses of room-
rent and supplies. I naturally suspected that this person must be
elther a party concerned in the cargo of slaves that the seamen brought :
in the ¢ Esperanza,’’ or an-agent of the owners. '

Several days since I saw a person, apparently an Amencan, and a _
sea-fa.nng man, (in fact, he said that he was a shipmaster, and. -had
come here in command of an American vessel two years ago,) stay-
ing at a hotel ; he had a boy with him, about ten yearsold, whoin he

-called his son ; and subsequently, I learned that he had- also a dark
man with h1m whom T did not see, but about whom there was a:dis-.
ute in the hotel as to whether he was a mulatto or Indian from .the
acific. They all went in the steamer ¢ Governor Dudley’’ ongthe
7th instant. After they were gone, I heard a boarder of the hotel
say that this sea-faring man had. acknowledged to him, that he. left
New York in command of a brig, went to the coast of Africa; and
brought a cargo of slaves to Cuba ; that when near the coast of Cuba,
or the Isle of Pines, the brig got ‘aground and was wrecked ;-the
greater part of the negroes and of -the crew being -drowned and Jost.
I have endeavored to find out the man’s name, and thus far without
success; as 1o one in the hotel appears to know.  Op referring. to-the
list of passengers by the ¢ Governor Dudley’’ at her consignees, I
“see that she carried only two passengers that paid their passages to
the consignees, to wit: G. Lopez to Charleston and W. Reed to Key
‘West. - No mention is made of the boy; and stlll Iam qulte pomtlve'k
that they all went off in that steamer. : _

“Mr. Crawford, the British consul, of whom T have mqmred told_,

-me that from somé of the negroes saved from the cargo, it was-ascer-
tained by means of -a Congo Loango negro interpreter, that the brig.
was. chased some distance by a man-of war, and had a part of her
gear shot away, but that she escaped, but probably was lost in con-
-sequence of the damage caused by the shot. I heard the captam
accidentally say that hls vessel had ‘‘ missed stays and got aground ;'

‘he also told me that he had come from ‘San Nicolas,”” which is.8’
little town about ten miles.beyond Giiines, and very near Caimits and

‘Rosario, seaports quite near the Isle of Pines. It struck me at the

“time as strange, that.a. sea-fanng man should ‘have come from San-
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Nlcola.s, but could say nothlng about it. I do not know that it will
be easy to clear up this mystery, but for all that have deemed it my
duty to communicate what I have lea.rned 80 far. - Should I obtain
farther accounts, I will lose no time in making them known to vou, “
for such purposes as may be deemed proper o

The captain general has not yet transmltted to me the mformatlon
I asked him about the C. B. Hamilton’s case. . -~ T

I have the honor to be, §ir, w1th grea.t respect your obedlent servant, .
: . . THOM_AS SAVAGE,

. Act'mg Consul
Hon. WILLIAM L. MARCY | )
Secretaﬂ y of State of the United Statea, Waslungton

[Extract ]

Mr Pa,rkertoMr Webster

[No. 24.] o LEGATION OF THE Umm) Swms, ¢
IR S ’ C'amton, Januam 27, 1852 -
OO S T D * Lk ~:.-*,
By the next ‘mail it will be my endeavor to furmsh you some s tw-
tics of the emigration of Chinese to California. =
~ The favorable reports of those who have returiied to Chma, ha ing.
cen fortunate at the gold mountain, seem- to ‘have imparted a néw
impetus to-the tide of emigration; and it is estimated that within the
‘twelve-months ending 21st February next, not less than ﬁve thousand
Chmese wﬂl ha.ve salled for San Franclsco ‘ : _ o
*, 3 e % T *- L SR -
Your most obechent servant S SRR <
- PETER PARKER.
Hon DANIEL WEBSTER, . SRR
Secretary of Sfate.

PR
————

Mr Parker to Mr Webster

[No. -27 1 e LEGA’HON OF THE Umr«m Smms 3
S “Canton, March 21, 1852
‘Stz + From a statement Just recelved from H. Anthon, jr.,"esq., éur
consul at Hong Kong, “(No. 8,) it appears no less than 14, 000 Lhmese
have emigrated to- Cahtomla since’ January 1, 1851, nearly one half
of whom 'have sailed since the 1st-January, 1852. Already a fleet’ of '
some fifty or sixty, sail of mérchant- vessels "have been’ employed in
conveying Chinese" to-thé' shores of ‘the United States, and-thereis
every-prospect thata strong’ tide of emigration-will set-in thdt diréc-
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‘fion for years to come, constituting ‘a zew element in speculation for
‘the future, as it respects both countries.....~ o
.~ It is of moment:to the United States as regards steam communica-
‘tion hetween the two shores, a subject already before the public.
The present rate of passage money for a Chinese is fifty dollars. One
vessel, which recently cleared for San Francisco, received $18,000;
aiid- another, about to sail, has received $19,000 for passage money
alone. : S : SR o
A steamer might receive §75 or $100 in view of the more, expedi-
‘tious'and safer passage'; and admitting her capable of conveying 350
‘Chinese, this rate would give $26,000. European passengers would
‘pay a still larger sum, which, with freight or bullion and merchandise,
and a moderate assistance from government, might render the enter-
prise at once feasible, ultimately lucrative, and highly important both
commercially and politically. - -~ . o '
As to China, for the most “part, those who visit California expect to
return in three years, and those who have returned have acquired
new ideas of human rights and human existence even. ' This influ-
ence coalescing ‘with- the indigenous: spirit of republicanism that is
beginning to be rife in China, must inevitably, according to the estab-
lished law of mind disenthralled from tyranny; work out important
‘results  to the Manchoo dynasty. . Yet the character of this new.ele-
‘ment will aepend materially upon- the influence that shall be exerted
n}:;on these emigrants during their-residence in the land of gold; dnd,
what is still more valuable, :the: land ‘of- freedom. A subject: (too
obvious to need remark) deserving the grave consideration both of the
‘philanthropist and the:statesman: - ... - .. = ..vo
“¥w o Your-very obedient servant, oo o wg s
o e s ee® e D PRETER PARKER:

M. Pa'rkertoM'Webster

[Nc 5 I LEGAT:ONOFTHEUMTED D STATES, .. .
DEE ' : o e .- Canton, May 21,-1852...

“'Srr : "It becomes my duty to transmit to the department documents
‘and correspondence relativé to & ‘very aggravated case of piracy’and
murder recently committed upon' the high seas -by Chinese, on board
an American merchant vessel; and -under -the flag of the United
States.—(Vide enclosures Nos. 1t015.) -~ - -~ B
“The American merchantman ¢ Robert Bowne,’’ Lesley Bryson,
master and sole owner, left Amoy on the 21st March, having on board
four hundred and ten Chinese coolies, socalled; bound for San Fran-
‘¢isco.  On. the 30th March, when some:three hundred miles:to.the
eastward of Formoza, the Chinese rose -aud: killed- the captain; -first
and second officers, and four seamen, took command of the vessel,:and
constrained the remainder of the ship’s company to take the vessel to
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one of the ¢ Magicosima’’ group of islands, where they plundered
her, and some hundreds of the Chinese landed. -~ .
'Afterwards; the surviving seamen succeded in binding twenty-three
Chinese who remained on board, slipped the cable, and. brought the
vessel into Amoy on the 18th April. - o
- The Chinese prisoners brought back in the ¢ Robert Bowne’” were
‘handed over by the United States consul to the custody of the Chinese
‘authorities at Amoy. : s
. Immediately on receipt of intelligence of this.catastrophe, I com-
‘municated the same to Commodore Aulick, who-at once dispatched
the ¢ Saratoga,’’ Captain Walker, in search of some missing sailors,
‘and to-capture as many as possible of the pirates. : o
 In the meantime, two of the sailors, who left the ship at the island
in a long-boat, were picked up at.sea ten miles to the south of For-
‘moza by Captain Wilson, of the British schooner ‘Nymph,” and
taken to Shanghai. From their depositions, taken before the United
States consul, it appears that the captain, in order to maintain elean-
liness, cut off the tails of a great many of the coolies, and obliged
them to come on deck and be washed all over in cold water, the men
-scrubbing them with cane brooms. L S
- Her Majesty’s brigs ¢ Lily”’ from Amoy, and ‘“Contest’” from
Shanghai, proceeded to the islard,and have rescued an American sailor
detained by the Chinese, and captured from 30 to 40 of the pirates.
* ‘These are the main facts so far as they have transpired ; but for full
details, and for all the steps that have been taken, I respectfully invite
~your attention to the accompanying documents ana correspondence.: -
. Two important subjects have presented themselves. - First, the dis-
‘posal of the vessel; second, the disposition of the pirates. -In refer-
ence.to the first, please refer to my dispatch to Mr. Bradley, of the
1st instant, (No 6.) As to the second, I wait for the depositions of
the sailors who brought the vessel into Amoy, before deciding finally,
on the course to pursue. Had the piracy been committed within the
Jurisdiction of China, the 21st article of the treaty would consign the
pirates to the government.of China, but, occurring upon the ;hig%
1

seas and under the flag of the United States, strictly speaking, it
-comes under the exclusive cognizance of the laws of the United States;
yet, should it appear that the ends of justice and the public good may
as effectually be secured by so doing, it may become expedient, under
‘explicit claim of our rights, in the present instance to waive them,
and allow the Chinese to try and punisa these, their subjects, agree-
ably to the above named article. Upon this subject, however, I shall
endeavor to act advisedly, and in conjunction with the commander-in-.
chief'of our naval-forces in these waters. : P
. The injudicious treatment of these coolies by the captain may«be
regarded, by some, as the provocation to the act of violence they have
committed, but the fact that within a limited period three other ves-
sels; one French and two English, have been cut off by this class-of
-Chinese, leaves it by no means certain that the act was not premedi=
tated before the vessel left port. Before concluding my observations
‘upon:this subject, I beg to invite your attention to the very friendly
-offices of the British.civil and naval authorities in China, as exhibited
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in the enclosed correspondence, and wlule I have deemed it my duty
‘at once to acknowledge them, (enclosures Nos. 14 and 15,) it will
afford me much pleasure hereafter to convey to these authorltles any
‘expression of the appreciation of said offices on the part of the home
government, unless the legatlon at London should be deemed the more
appropriate channel.

It seems very unfortunate that any circumstances should have ren-‘
rdered the services of the ‘“Susquehanna’’ unavailable in this important
emergency, (vide enclosure No. 5,) otherwise the necessity of callmg
in the aid of British men-of-war on the occasion had been av01ded

: Your most obedlent servant
PETER PARKER

Hon DANIEL W..BsTER,

Secretary of State
o No 1. , |
_C. W. Bradley, Jre, Umted States C’onsul to Mr. Parker
[No 51 ] T Um'm) StaTEs CO‘TSULATE,

Amoy, April 22, 1852,

Sm: I have to report of the melancholy accident which has fallen
on the American ship ‘‘Robert Bowne,’’ Leslie Bryson, commander;
This vessel left this port on Sunday, the 21st of March, having on
board four hundred and ten Chinese coolies, bound for San Francisco,
California. On Sunday, the 18th instant, she arrived off Amoy-in
distress. The survivors of the crew report as follows: On Tuesday
morning, the 30th of March, the Chinese coolies, mutinied and killed
the captain, first and second officers, and four seamen. The rémain-
1ng seamen escaped by taking refuge aloft; while aloft, efforts were
made to fire on them by the coolies, but the muskets missed fire, the
wind blowing fresh at the time, and the sails were taken aback; the
coolies being ‘unable to right the ship, became themselves ternﬁed .
and finally promised to save the lives of the crew if they would: de-
scend and work the vessel for them. . After the crew had rlghted the
ship, the coolies seized and bound them, leaving but two at liberty at
once.- One of the coolies assumed the office of captain. ~The crew
were ordered to sail the sh1p to Formoza; to accomplish this, foar
‘days were allowed them, with the threat that if they failed to' reach
‘Formoza within that tlmc, they should all be slain. The crew were
‘homie of them navigators, but supposed themselves to be about three
‘hundred miles to'éast of Formoza, and steered the ship accordingly.
Afterwards, fearing the ship might be capsized in a squall, they
Toosened all the crew, but kept & close watch overthem. They made
land on. Friday, the 2d of April. " At first, they supposed theland to
beFormoza. On making the land the crew were:informed by two or-
three Chinese boys (who had always been friendly with them)-that
the coolies had planned to kill them that night. But on nearing the
land they discovered the island was not Formoza. ‘They put the ship
about for the night. The uext morning they saw land further to the
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northward, which they then supposed must be Formoza, and sailed
towards it, beating to _windwarg .all that day ; they did not effect a
landing on the island until Wednesday, the 7th of April, when the
vessel Tan on a reef near the shore.  They found the island was not
Formoza. The coolies were several days in plundering  the ship and
landing on this island. On Thursday, seeing signs that the coolies-
designed to kill them, the crew launched the long boat-and made
arrangements to take to her during the night if necessary. Two of
the crew were placed in charge of the boat. In the morning the boat
was missing, and has not since been seen. The coolies had all left
the ship, with the exception of some twenty-three who were left .in
charge of the vessel ; nine of the crew escaped to the ship, slipped the
cable, put the ship under way, binding twenty-one of the Chinese as
‘prisoners. The other two are supposed to be innocent, having on
several times saved the lives of the crew by giving them information-
of the plots against them. One of the seamen was retained on the
island a prisoner. . The twenty-one prisoners brought into Amoy-have
been given in charge to the Haifong. A communication has been sent
to the Taoutee, requesting him to hold them in custody until I received
instructions from the United States commissioner at Canton. =~ = =
‘I have been in communication with her Britannic Majesty’s con-
sul at this port on this subjsct. He has placed her Majesty’s brig
¢ Lily,” and the honorable company’s steamer Semiramis,” at my
disposal, and ordered them at once to proceed to sea to rescue the
American citizen now held a prisoner by the coolies, and to arrest s
‘many of the actors in this tragedy as possible, that they may be brought
to justice. ' ' S R L i
.- % Mr. Consul Sullivan deems it advisable that I, with certain survi-
vors of the crew, proceed in these vessels to effect the purpose. " The
time necessary tosend an express from Amoy to Canton is ten days,
and it would require about an additional ten days for a vessel to.ar-
rive at Amoy in order to get the necessary information requisite:to
.ﬁ;‘poeedon this expedition. Hence, in order to avoid these delays;1
haye deemed it advisable to accept of her Britannic Majesty’s consul’s
..#¢The ship’s log-book has been preserved ; the position of the versel
‘on the day previous to the tragedy, as noted in the log-book, was —
latitude :(by observation) 21° 50’ north ; longitude (by dead :reckon-
ing) 128° 26/ east. The surviving crew have given an intelligent-de-
scription of the island and its inhabitants, and of their return voyage;
from which statements we. infer that the island in which the cooliés
landed must be one of the group called ¢ Magicosimas.” * * .*  *
With regard to the disposal of .the prisoners already in custedy,-and
others that may be arrested, I shall await your particular instructions.
I shall also beg, respectfully, for instructions or advice in reference to
the disposal of the vessel. .Captain Bryson was the sole owner, and
has left certain creditors at Amoy. The remaining stores are in 'such
cogdit.io.n t&at;it _is*ngcqssa? to dispose ofj.ihem without delay.?’ .
R R T . R R e

Your ohedient servanty
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| - , No; 2.
Mr Bradley, Umted States consul to Mr Parker

Hoe Kong, Apml 27, 1852

DEAB Sm “I wnte in haste to inform you that the steamer ¢ Semi-
‘ramis’ was unable to tow or keep in company with her Majesty’s sloop
‘Lily’ after Friday evening, the wind and sea being so very hlgh that
the captain deemed it advisable to put back on Saturday morning for
Amoy. The gale increasing so much, and being thick, we run past
our port and obliged to rnn into Hong Kong, arriving - here this after-
noon, *- * * * * Thope Commodore Aulick may be made ac-
-quainted with the facts in _my official to you, and proceed at-once in
‘gearch of the American prisoner, a.nd try to rescue some of the lea.dlng
Chinese in this horrible travedy A A S

o Yours, falthfully, .
- C.W. BRADLEY, Jl_i_.‘

~ No. 3.
| [Extract.]
| Mr Parkerto Mr. Bmdley

e T LEGATIONOFTHEUNITEDSTATES
Co - Canton, April 28, 1852

Sm: ¢ 1 have this moment received your dispatch of the 22d in-
stant relative to the sad catastrophe of the ship ¢Robert Bowne.’
* ¥ % x * T ghall lose no time in commumcatmg with Commo-

'dore Auhck nnon the subject.”” *  * .. * . 3 * oo
7~ "Your obedient servant, T IR ot P
No 4,

Mr Parker to C’ommodore Aulzck Umted Sta,tes Navy

G LEGA'].‘ION oF TiE UNITED S:mms,
Canton, April 29, 1852,

Sm “I ha.sten to transmxt you ‘herewith & copy of a dispatch of
Charles W. Bradley, jr-,€sq., United States viee consul at Amoy, of the
224 instant, informing t‘ﬁls legation of - the"'c'gi.’castro he of the Amieri-
¢an ‘ghip ¢ Robert Bowniz,”‘whose owrier and ¢ommander, Captain Eeslie-
Bryson; with ' his’ oﬁoers anﬁ*four seainen;” ‘have been’ mm'dered By




- Chinese whom the vessel was conveying from Amoy to San Francisco.
Full particulars of the bloody deed you will find in said dispatch and
need not here be recapitulated. In reference to the ¢ American citizen
now held prisoner by the coolies,’ upon an island supposed to be one.
of the ¢ Magicosima’ group, and the arrest of the guilty Chinese, I
earnestly request you will adopt such prompt and efficient measures as,
shall in your judgment be deemed expedient.”” =~ * - * = *x = ¥
- Your obedient servant, = =~ =~~~ PETER PARKER. -
No. 5. - |
. Commodore Aulick, United Siates Navy, to Mr. Parker.
"UNITED STATES STEAM FRIGATE SUSQUEHANA,
SR o - Macao Roads, Moy 1, 1852.
Ste: “I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter
of the 28th ultimo, enclosing a copy of & dispatch from Charles W.
Bradley, jr., esq., acting United States consul at Amoy, in reference
to a most bloody act of piracy committed on the 30th of March last,
by certain Chinese coolies, passengers on board the American ship
‘Robert Bowne,” Captain Leslie Bryson, while on her passage from
Amoy to San Francisco, and earnestly requesting that I will adopt
such prompt and efficient measures in the premises as I shall deem
- *“In reply, I beg to say, I regret extremely; that beirg ordered by
the Navy Department to remain with this ship at this place or Hong
Kong, it is not in my power to go myself to attend to this important
affair, but I shall lose no time in dispatch_~g the United States sloop
‘Saratoga’ to Amoy, with orders to communicate with our consul there;
and thence proceed with all possible expedition to the island on which
the pirates are said to have landed, for the purpose of capturing them
if gos_sible, and bringing off our unfortunate countryman, who it is
said -has been detained amongst them.””. *  *° *x  x L *
- Your obedient servant, ~.. . J.H.,AULICK, -
- Commanding U. S. Squadron, East India and China seas.

~ No.6 |
- Mr. Parker to M, c.w. B.mdley,_ Jr. .
| o ) LEGATION oF THE UNITED States, ..
S N Macao, May 1, 1852....
Str: ¢ Keferring to your dispatch No. 51, of the 22d ultimo, I have
much pleasire in informing you that Commodore John H. Aulick,

with ¢ racieristic ‘promptuess, will lose no time in dispatching the
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United Sfates sloop Saratoga to Amoy Wlth orders,’’ &c —-(V ide No. 5 '
ante.) * * * "% <« Yon will please to furnish Captain Walker,-
‘_commandmg United States sloop Saratogas, with'all the information.
in your power to communicate, and to afford him such facilities as may:
be practicable in the way of an interpreter, and guides from among
‘the surviving crew of the unfortunate ‘Robert Bowne

~ You request instructions or advicein reference to the d; srosal of the
‘vessel * % * it js the legal course, so, all things considered, it-
will be the most advantageous to sell the vessel at Amoy. * "*- ¥
In regard to the disposal of the twenty-three pirates now in custod :
of the Chinese authorities at Amoy, you will, if not already done,:
%roceed to take the depositions of the surviving sailors of the ‘Robert

owne,” and communicate the same to this legation, as evidence-upon
which to proceed in its correspondence with the imperial commissioner
relative to the final disposal of them. If necessary, Ca.pta.m Wa.lker'
and his officers will aid you in this matter.

““The sentiments and dispositions of the local authorities in refer-
ence to these pirates you will take measures to ascertain, and so far as:
you may arrive at them you will please communicate the same.to me
as early as possible, as a determmatlon on their part to render impar--
tial justice to these enemies of all mankind, according to the laws of
China, will materially influence the course of this legatlon respecting
them. . They are unquestionably amenable to the laws of the United
States. As to the immediate disposal of any of the sald irates that:
may hereafter be captured, Commodore Aulick will glve the necessary
instructions to Captain Walker ook kX kX ¥ ok ox %

Your obedient servant, '~ PETER PARKER

No 7.

Mr. Cunmngkam, Vzce Oonsul Umted States to Mr. Parker -'

UNITED SrATES CONSULATE -
: - Shanghai, Ap'm'l 27, 1852, -

SIR The Bntxsh schooner “ Nymph’’. arrived this afternoon at
‘Woosung, bringing two sailors from the American vessel ‘‘Robert
‘Bowr.2,”” lost on her voyage from Amoy towards Cahforma, in the
maraer detailed in the followin letter, which I have just received
from Captain Wilson, of the ‘“Nymph,”’ and wk 1ch I give verba,nm, ”
as containing all I know upon the subject. - - ‘

-¢“The followmrr statement was made to me by two men @ ohn Smlth
and Joseph Valentme) whom I picked up o the 19th of April, in lati-
tude 22° north, longitude 121° &' east, distant from the south end of
Formoza ten mlles, in the long-boat of- shlp ‘BRobert Bowne,’ of New-
York. They sailed from Amoy about the 28th March, in the said
ship, commanded by Captain Bryson; her crew consisted of eighteen,
including themselves ; she was bound to California, with four hun-
dred a.nd fifty Chma. coolies ; after being out about ten days, the
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coohes rose and ‘murdered the ca.pmm, ch1ef‘ mate, and three of the
‘crew, and compe'“ed one man to jump overboard ; they afterwards or-
dered the remainder of the crew to take the shlp to Formoza}; they
sailed to the westward for three or four days, and then ma.de two
islands, the names of which they did not know ; they run the ship in -
‘between the islands, in doing which she run on’ 8 Teef of rocks and re-
‘mained there a tide ; after getting off they anchored in deép watet ;-
the coolies then obhged the crew to land them ; on- the second day
they had succeeded in landing about three hundred of them, when they
lost one of -their boats ; they then got the long-boat out, but too late
to land any more that mght the long-boat made o much water that
it was requ1s1te to keep two ’hands in her to bail her out during the
‘night ; it was the intention of the crew to have all made their esca.pe
_in the long-boat during the night, and for that purpose were passing-
‘séveral articles into her, which excited the susplcmns of" the coolies and
prevented them from doing so; a great noise was heard on board im-
mediately afterwards, after which they saw nothing more of their com-
‘panions, and suspect they must either have murdered them or kept
them in close oonfinement ; several of the crew were detained on shore
by the coolies on landing; ‘at day-light in the morning these two- men
cut from the ship and allowed her to drift to sea, but finding she made
g0 much water they landed again and caulked thé boat, and after
getting some water and fowls from the natives, who were very civil to
them, they put to sea, with the hope of reaching Amoy or some part
of the coast of China, and were seven or eight days in the boat wk en*
I fell in with them ; I stove the boat and took what few things were In'
her ou board, viz: a spy glass, ensign, compass, four charts, and some
gear belongxng to the boat. The islands where they landed -are, I
think; the Madgicosima group ; they extend in an eastnortheast and
westsouthwest direction, about 120 miles, and are about the same dis--
tunce westsouthwest of the north end of Formoza. I went to the
‘nearest of the group in hope of falling in with some of the crew and
ship, but without success, and as the men did not exactly know: where
they had landed, a thick night coming on, and a great many reefs in’
the ne1ghborhood I did not consider myself justified in remaining any
longer, with a valuable cargo under my charge I do,not.think the
- cooltes have means of escaping from the islands unless in the sh1 T
-~ There being no vessel-of-war here except her Britannic Majesty

‘brig . Contest,’’ not in condition for a cruise, and no vessel w 1ch I'
can employ for the purpose, I cannot send to Formoza to look for’ the
remainder of the crew, and give you this early information, as a vessel
from the south may possibly be in time to save the lives of some of
‘them. I shall represent the case to her Britannic Majesty’s consul at
this port, and the *“ Contest”” may be dispatched on such an errand of
mercy, though hardly fit for sea. The two men will appear before me
~to-morrow, and in due time I will forwa.rd their deposmons JHw %

Your most humble servant,
: EDW "UNNINGHAM
Actmy Vice Oonsul United States of Amenca, ,
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. © No.8
- Mr. Cunningham, Acting Vice Consul United States, to Mr. Parker,

' ' ~ UnrTED STATES CONSULATE, - "+
e Shanghai, April 28, 1852,
 8Bmr: Referring to my dispatch of yesterday, I now beg to hand you
copies of the depositions given before me by the two men, Valentine
and Smith, survivors of the crew of the American ship ‘¢ Robert
Bowne.”” - I have also’ to acquaint you of the intended immediate
departure of her Britannic Majesty’s brig ¢¢ Contest’’ in search of the
-vessel, and to ascertain if any of the crew remain alive on the island.
Her Britannic Majesty’s consul and the honorable Captain Spencer,
commander of the ¢‘Contest,’”” met my request in the most friend¥
manner, and I trust the aid thus promptly rendered will be so repre-
sented to our government that I shall be empowered to return suitable
acknowledgments. The “ Contest’’ takes the two men to ascertain
the locality. — *. ¥ ook o xX %k Tk

 Your most obedient servant, _ o ‘ o

T o .. EDW. CONNINGHAM,

. Acting Vice Consul, United States of Americ a.
- No.9.

‘On _the twenty-eighth day of April, in the year of our ‘Lord one
thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, before me, Edward Cunning-
ham, acting vice consul of the United States of America for the port
of Shanghai, appeared. Joseph Valentine, and being duly sworn: de
posed as follows: That he was steward in the American ship ¢ Robert,
Bowne,”” Captain’ Bryson, and that said ship sailed from Amoy
about March 20, with a crew of nineteen men, including all hands,
and about four hundred and ten Chinese passengers, bound for San .
Francisco; that the captain, in order to maintain cleanliness, cat off
the tails of a great many of the coolies and obliged them t6 come on’
deck-and be washed all over in cold water—the men scrubbing ‘them
with cane brooms. The coolies evinced much concern at losing their
tails, thany of them crying. They were well furnished with food and
water. 'On the tenth day out, while cutting up a chicken at the galley,
door, about half past nine in the morning, the deponent heard a shout
from the Chinamen, and looking round saw a body of themn rushing
aft armed with pieces of wood as clubs, and at the same time one from
behind seized him round the waist; with a small knife he held he cat
his wrist, and the coolie let go his hold and followed his companions -
afterwards. . R '

""The deponent then went into the galley with' the Chinese cook, and.
both held the door to prevent the ingress of the coolies. =~~~
- Froma small window in the front of the galley he saw the murder.
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of the second mate, who was knocked down by blows on the head;
‘from ten to twelve men and some of the coolies having by that time
‘obtained boarding pikes, stabbed him. - He was thrown overboard not
quite dead, and, clinging to a rope, was stabbed again with pikes till
he relinquished his hold. The coolies then forced -the doors of the
galley and stabbed at deponent with the pikes, notwithstanding the
intercession of the cook. ~ He succeeded in wresting a pike from them
and drove them aft, one or two of the coolies falling by his thrusts.
‘He then jumped down the forecastle hatch, wher: they barricaded him
in. In about an hour they called to him, throu;sh one of the Chinese
who spoke English, and told him to come up, p:omising not to hurt
him. ~ He did so, and was led aft to the wheel, where Smith was also
brought. After steering for an hour, _.depone_?,at' was taken into the
cabin and ordered, under pain of death, to show where the captain’s
valuables were; he did so, but they got but little. The men were
aloft when deponent came on deck, whither they had retreated after
‘making an unavailing resistance. The coolies told the men if they
would come down and take them to land they would not hurt them.
The men did so, and they were all well treated while they were re-
‘turning. - Deponent was informed by the Chinese that the captain,
two officers, and three men had beeh killed. The coolies obliged de-
ponent to attend the wounded among themselves, of which there were
several ; and they said eight of their number were killed in the fight
‘and thrown overboard. They quarrelled much among themselves
about the divisions of the plunder. Land was made about the fourth
day after turning back; and after hanging about it three days, trying
to land, the coolies became mneasy and wanted the ship run ashore.
The steersman, in trying to pass to the westward side of the island,
run on a reef, They then landed about-one hundred and fity of the
coolies. The ship slipped off and was anchored in twenty fathoms,
but dragged into about sixty, where she rode with one hundred
fathoms chain out. The next day they landed one hundred or one
hundred and fifty more; and the coolies wanted a part of the crew to
stay on shore, promising, when all were landed, to allow them to go
on board and take the ship to some port. Two of the men were on
shore, and not being allowed to get into the boat again, the remainder
pushed off and went on board. They then got out the long-boat and
offered to put the rest of the coolies on shore that night, but they
chose to wait till next day. The men then agreed to escape that
night in the long-boat. The deponent, with Smith, got into her to
bale her out, leaving in the ship eight men, who passed in, from time
to time, various articles necessary for their voyage. After a while the
coolies apparently discovered their proceedings, as there was a great
noise on deck, the Chinese running about with lanterns, and as they
saw and heard nothing more of their messmates, they concluded they
were either tied or murdered; at daylight, therefore, they cut loose,
drifted clear of the ship, and hoisted a sail. In crossing a reef they
stuck for an hour, which caused their boat to leak badly ; so they went
ashore on the other side of the same island on which the coolies were.
Here they were well treated by the natives, who brought them water,
vegeta.lil}es, l:;nd chickens, and set a watch over them at night. The
- Ex. Doc. 99——9 : S
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natives were dressed in long gowns, their hair done up in a bunch on

‘the top of the head, fastened with a pin, with a star in front. After
caulking their boat they launched her, made sail, and, on the eighth
day, were picked up by the Nymph. - o o
. In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of office,
the day and year first above written. T I

e T .. EDW. CUNNINGHAM,

. Acting Vice Consul Unted States of America. -

A true copy. D |
P | " EDW. CUNNINGHAM, -
- Hcting Vice Consul United States of America. .

No.10.

- On this twenty-eighth day of April, in the year of our Lord one
“thousand eight hundred and fifty-two, before me, Edward Cunning-
ham, acting vice consul for the United States for the port of Shanghai,
appeared John Smith, and, being duly sworn, deposed as follows:
That he was seaman on board the American ship Robert Bowne, Cap-
tain Bryson, which vessel left Amoy, about the 20th of March, with-
fourteen men before the mast; carpenter, steward, mate, and captain,
no second mate, and a Chinese cook, and about 410 Chinese coolies as
passengers. After getting out, a man was taken from the forecastle
and made him second mate. Deponent makes the same statement as
Valentine concerning the treatment of the coolies. o -
- On the morning of the outbreak it was his watch below, and he was
washing himself on the forecastle, when he heard a shout from the
Chinamen and saw them rushing forward with belaying pins, board-
ing pikes, carpenter’s tools, and pieces of wood. He immediately ran
out on the jib-boom. The men in the forecastle came up =i the noise,
with four muskets which' the mate had there, and discharging them
at the coolies, afterwards charging with the bayonet. Deponent
thinks several were killed. But the coolies were too strong; those
behind pressing on those in front, and the men were driven on to the
jib-boom. From there they went to the masthead by the head stays.
“Saw the murder of the man acting as second mate. The coolies sent
‘the interpreter into the foretop to tell the men no harm should come
to them if they would descend to the deck and work the ship. They
~went down, one by one, and as each reached the deck he was tied hand
and foot and stowed away, either below or in the cabin. When
‘wanted to steer one was brought out and untied, and the man relieved
was tied again, until the third or fourth day, when they were allowed
to be at liberty. The deponentwas told by the headman, through the
interpreter, that he must take the ship to land, and he promised to.
do what he could, though unacquainted with navigation. They made
the land, run aground, and anchored as stated in Valentine’s deposi--
~tion. . The coolies wished the crew to be left ashore, two at a time, ag
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the boat brouvht them to land, Wthh they refused bemg doubtful of
- the coolies’ mtentlons One man, a Kanacker, stayed on shore of his
own accord at the first or second visit of the boat, and was not seen.
- again. The last time they went the coolies seized the painter and
| a.ttempted to drag the boat up, when one of the men with a knife cut
it, and they got off to the ship, with the exception of one man, who
_‘ Jumped overboard 'in a fright and went on shore. The remaining
~coolies, some 100 to 150 allowed them to get out the long-boat, but
seemed disinclined to go ashore, and as the men began to suspect them
of & design to murder them all, they determined to leave” that night
in the lonv-boat The remainder of deponent’s statement agrees with
Valentine’s. -
In witnesses whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal of oﬂice,

the day and yea.r ﬁrst above wntten
. " EDW. CUNN INGHAM,

Actzng Vwe Consul United States of Amerwa |

EDW CUNN IN GHAM,

" Atrue eepy.' o
o Actmg Vice Consul United States of Amenca '

| " No 11
' Mr ParLer to C’ommodore Aulzck

LEGATIO;. N OF THE UmED Smms
- Canton, May 1%, 1852

Sm Heremth I have the honor to transmit you a copy of two dls-
gatches from Edward Cunningham, esq., United States vice consul,
Shanghai, of the 27th and 28th ultimo, the latter just received. The
former contains the gratifying intelligence of the rescue of two Ameri-
can sailors from the unfortunate Robert Bowne, picked up at sea some
ten miles to the south of Formoza, by Captain Wilson of the Bntrsh
schooner Nymph. = An extract of a letter from  Captain Wilson is
‘also furnished. From the dispatch of the 28th ultimo, it appears that
her Britannic Majesty’s brig Contest, honorable Captain Spencer, was
expected to proceed 1mmed1ately ‘““in' search of the vessel, and to
ascertain if any of the crew remain alive upon the island;”’ ’the safe
arrival of the Robert Bowne at Amoy not being known at Shanghai
at that date. Copies of the depositions of the two sallors taken before
the United States vice consul are also enclosed. - ,

It is with extreme regret I learn that the rumored mJudlcmus treat-
ment of the coolies, by Ca.ptam.Bryson, is now sustamed by dlrect tes-
“timony.

I have the honor to remam, sn' very respectful]y, your obedlent

' servant
PETER PABKER: :
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- No. 12.
- Mr. Anthon, Vice Consul, to Mr. Parker.
' - UNtrED STATES CONSULATE, .
L S .- Hong Kong, May 19, 1852.
My DEear Sir: Her Majesty’s brig ¢“Contest’ arrived last night,
and from the honorable Captain Spencer, her commander, I learn the
following: The ¢ Contest,”” at the request of Mr. Cunningham, left
Shanghai to look for the perpetrators of the outrage on board the
American ship ‘¢ Robert Bowne,’” and to rescue if possible, one of her
crew, said to have veen left on the island where the coolies landed.
The brig, as you are probably aware, had on board the two men
picked up at sea by the ‘“ Nymph.’”” They first intended to make Ty-
ing-san, one of the Madgicosima group, intending to scour every
island. Owing, however, to the wind and current prevailing they had
“to make Ra—tc%ung-s'an, which island was immediately recognized by
the two Americans on board as being the one upon which the coolies
landed. At a place on this island, called ‘‘Port Haddingten,’” they
found her Majesty’s brig “‘Lily,”” which vessel had left Amoy on the
same errand asthe ‘Contest.””. I think I am not mistaken that Cap-
tain Spencer informed me that the ¢‘Lily’’ had taken prisoners some
thirty or forty of the coolies, perhaps not so great a number, the re-
mainder escaped over the hills; and that the next day the man who
was said to have been left behind, crawled down from the mountains
and was taken on board. T SRR
Captain Spencer offered the natives to land 100 men from the brig,
~providcd they would give him shelter for his men ir. the evenings,
and he would then hunt down the remainder of the coolies. This re-
‘quest not being complied with, and as to all appearances nothing fur-
ther could be done in the matter bv her Majesty’s vessels, the rescued
" mariner and the prisoners were put on board of the ¢ Lily’’ which
left immediately for Amoy, and-the ‘“Contest’’ sailed for this place.
Captain Spencer describes the islands as being very beautiful, and the
_ inhabitants civil and intelligent and apparently annoyed at the land-
ing of the coolies from the ‘‘Robert Bowne.”” =~ S
. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, o
S - SR - HENRY ANTHON, Jr., L
. C Vice Consul.

- Mr. Pafker to C’ommo‘c'l.ore'Aulick.
 LEGATION oF THE UNITED STATES,
o - - Canton, May 20, 1852.
Str: On the 17th instant I had the honor of transmitting you copies

of dispatches from Edward Cunningham, esq., United States vice con-
sul, Shanghai, stating her Britannic Majesty’s brig ¢ Contest’’ was ex-
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pected to proceed immediately to sea in search of the American seaman
of the ‘‘Robert Bowne,’’ said to be detained by the Chinese coolies on
one of the Madgicosima group of islands. I have now the pleasure
of enclosing you a copy of a note from H. Anthon, jr., esq., United
States vice consul, Hong Kong, informing this legation of the arrival
at that port of the ¢ Contest,”” reporting the rescue of the said searan
and the capture of thirty or-forty of the piratical coolies. - The repcrt
of the honorable Captain Spencer confirms the opinion of Captain
Wilson of the ¢ Nymph,’’ ‘“that the coolies have no means of escaping
from the island,’’ and it seems very important that they “e pursued

and brought to justice. o o
I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient

servant . NI

R ~PETER PARKER.
|  No. 4. | o

o M Parker to"-Sir Jokn de‘_qring'_; o

- LeeatioN oF THE UNITED STATES, . -
S : - Macao, May 6, 1852. -
Sir: Iam informed by Charles William Bradley, jr., esq., United
States vice consul at Amoy, in a dispatch of the 22d ultimo, apprising:
this legation of the late catastrophe of the United States merchant
vessel ‘‘Robert Bown,”’ 'whose master, officers, and four seamen wers
‘put to death in a most cruel manner ky her piratical passengers on
rouie to California, on the 30th March, that her British Majesty’s ¢on-
sul at Amoy, Mr. Sullivan, ‘‘had piaced at his disposal her Majesty’s
brig ‘Lily,” and the honorable company’s steamer ¢Semiramis,’
and ordered them at once to proceed to sea to rescue the American
citizen now held prisoner by the coolies, and to arrest as many of the
actors in this tragedy as possible, that they miglt be brought to jus-
tice.”” In 2 subsequent dispatch the consul states that these vessels
proceeded on this important service, but by stress of weather were
compelled te put back, one to Hong Kong and the other to Amoy.
. It were a dereliction of duty to permit this friendly act to pass with-
out a formal acknowledgment. It is with much pleasure recognized
as a fresh manifestation of the good correspondence Lappily existing
-between our respective governments—a spirit of cordiality which only
requires a befitting occasion te call forth its exhibition. o
Allow me, through your excellency, to convey to her Majesty’s con-
sul and .the commanders and men of her Majesty’s brig ¢‘Lily”’ and
the honorable company’s steamer ¢‘Semiramis’’ an expression of due
appreciation of iiieir friendly and praiseworthy offices, notwithstand-
ing that they were providentially abridged. o T

 With sentiments of distingunished consideration, I have thé'-li_ozidr
to remain, sir, your excellency’s very obedient servant, e

PETER PARKER.
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Szr Jolm Bowmng to Mr. .Parker

‘[No 31] LT SUPERDITENDENCY OF Tm»m, n
: L ' Hong Kong, May 8, 1852.

Sm I have the honor to announce to you that I received by the last
" ma.ll from Europe, her Britannic MaJesty s full power as her plenipo-
tentiary in China, and a sepa.ra.te commission as a supermtendent of
.Bntlsh ‘trade in these regions.. .

Ttwasa singular gratification to me, ‘among my earhest oﬂiclal acts,_
-to communicate to Mr. Consul Sullivan my cordial approval of his
‘conduct in rendering such assistance as he was able, in the melancholy
affair of the United States merchant vessel ‘‘Robert Bowne,” and to
inform him that every becoming act of courtesy and ‘attention shown
‘by her Britannic Majesty’s consular authorities, to the shlps and citi-
zens of the United States, will be sure to meet with o1l my ‘sympathy
and sanction. I shall always remember with pleasure ‘the very.
Afnendly character of ‘my intercourse with yourself and the other au-
thorities of the United States while I was consul at Canton, and am
‘most happy thus ofi:cially to record iny sense of much kindness; and
of every comclhatory dlsposmon compa.tlble with the due dlscharge of
'your public duties.

X 'will take care to communicate to Mr Consul Sulhvan, and through
'the commanding officer of her Majesty’s navy in these seas, to the
officers and men of her Majesty’s ship ¢“Lily,”” and the honorable
‘éompany’s steamer ‘‘Semiramis,’”’ the acknowledgments yon are’s0
good ‘as to convey. You will, perhaps, allow me to mention, yor the
purpose of avoiding any misunderstanding as to the extent of consular
authority, that the consuls have not the power ‘‘of disposing of”’ or

f¢ordering™ ‘the services of her Majesty’s. ships, but merely of suggest--
ing and recommendm g.a partlcular object to, her Magesty 8 naval at-
thorities.

I have the honor to be, su, your most obedlent humble serva.nt

‘ ‘ . JOHN BOWRING

Mr Pa'rker to Mr Web.‘s'ter'.i'_
[Extracts] “

[No 30] - T LEGATIOV ormUNmm Sum, i
:  Canton June 19; 1852.
Sm Slnce th 1a.te of my last d atch ‘conveying to the depatt-
ment intellige .ce’ of the fate of- the “ Robert Bowne,’’ the twenty-.
three Chinese passengers, brought back ir ‘that vessel to- Amoy, and
‘handed over for safe keeping to the authorities of that port, by s
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requ _ 2, 5, 10, 14,) have been brought to
‘Hong Kong by Commodore Aulick in the ‘‘Susquehanna.””
- On the 8th instant, the ‘“Saratoga’” returned to Hong Kong, having
succeeded in capturing forty-six more of the pirates, which, together
“with twenty-three received from her Britannic Majesty’s sloop *“Lily,”
‘sixty-nine in all, she has brought to that port, making an aggregate.
of about one hundred; exclusive of a large number who have died

from disease and other causes. ‘ ' o s

‘esf, (vide e.xi_cl‘osﬁreé:,. Nos. 2, 5,

~ From, the official ‘report of Captain Sanderson of the “Lily,” a
copy of which has been obligingly furnished the legation by his ex-~
“cellency Dr. Bowring, (No. 1,) it appears forty others had committed
suicide upon Pa Tsung San, and numbers had died of starvation,
¢ and some few were shot in trying to escape.’’ ~As intimated in my -
last dispatch might be the case, it has been decided to hand the crimi- -
“nals over to the Chinese government to be iried and punished agree-.
ably to the laws of the Ta Tsing empire, (vide enclosures, Nos. 15, 17,
22, and 23,) and the Imperial Commissione: Seu and his Excellency
Pih, governor of Hoevan, have promptly and cheerfally acceded to-

 the proposition, (enclosures, Nos. 26, and 27.) - :

- I respectfully and particularly request your attention to my dis-
patch to Commodore "Aulick, of the 5th instant, (No. 15,) in which
“you will find fully stated the view I have taken of this case, in some
respects unprecedented in the history of piracies that have fallen
within the juriediction of the government of the United States, and -
_shall be happy to learn that the construction of the law there .given
meets your sanction. - - oo T ol
.. The reason which has dictated the propriety of a preliminary. trial
_has been a reluctance to intrust to the justice of a Chinese court.any
“of the ““Robert Bowne’’ pas= agers, who by the decision of a court of
inquiry shall be acquittec a: - ...10cent, lest for. no other offence thaz
 that of leaving their country. they might be subjected to punishment.
“How~ver, since the receipt of their excellencies communication of the
17th instant; I have less apprehension on that score. S

"~ From the depositions of the surviving seamen of the ‘“Robert
Bowne,’” taken at the United States consulates at Amoy and Shanghai,
(No. 12 and dispatch 29, enclosures Nos. 9 and 10,) the perpetrators
of such barbarities as were inflicted upon Captain Bryson, officers,
and men, merit the extreme penalties o‘¥ the Chinese laws. -~
- Their excellencies, Sea and Pih, are in error in saying that ¢ what
is set forth in my dispatch of the 14th instant (No. 26) is conformable
to treaty,’”’ for the treaty does not contemplate such a case. . = .
" The XXVI article simply relstes to acts of piracy within the
waters over which the Chinese government exercises jurisdiction, and,
| shlguld occasion require; I may deem it my duty to correct the mis--
~ .There are serious objections to handing over these criminalsto &
- British court, and, sooner than conseat to it, I should urge the pro-
‘priety of sending the instigators and leaders in the piracy to the

‘United States for trial, and liberating the rest.

“The legai difficultics in the way of their being tried and punished

by the United States government in C-. 1a, the Chinese would not ap-



'-]36 e SLAVE AND ooo:.m 'm.um

preclate and to hand the: criminals over to the oourt at Hong Kong,;.
‘would, in the Chinese mind, be derogatory to the government of the:
Umted States, as a.ppea.nna 1ncompetent to manage its own concerns:
‘The prospect now is that this will not be necessary, and that the
subject will speedlly be disposed of, and I hope, at an early day, to
inform you that tkhe rerult is satlsfactory, that the. laws have been.
-duly executed a.nd the general good consuited. o .
Enclosures No. 1 to 30, inclusive, relate to the case “Robert Bowne,”,,
and for foll details of all that has transpired respecting it the past
'month I respectfully SOllClt your perusal of th: same. :
"% . *,
- Your most obedlent servant,
R IR ' | PETERPARKER

JUNE 21 1852

: P S. -—-bm Smce closmg my dlspa.tch of the 19th Iam 1nﬁ)rmed
by Commodore Aulick, that the court of inquiry was ‘held on the 16th
instant, and that seventeen Chinese have been found by sai@ court:
gmlty, as among the prmclpal actors in the ““Robert Bowne’” tragedy;
whom the commodore will brmg to Wha.mpou this da.y for dehvenng
to the Chinese authorltles - . .

* % % N * *

~ PETER PARKER.

NO.‘ 1. -
- o [Extract} | |
C'aptam Sanderson to M'r :S‘ullwan, Bmtwk C'omul

me MAJFSTY 8 SLOOP“LILY ST
Amoy, May 15 1852.

. Sm -
*ox % x * On Saturday, the 1st 1nstant, passed round the
end of Ty—pm-san ‘and explored all the. easternmost group of “the
Madgicosimahs, the navigation of which was ::ost intricate, being
studded with reefs in all directions. On Sunday, the 2d, I stood
across to the south side of Pat-chung-san, and on Monday tried-to
enter Port Providence, but found a reef extending from that island
almost to Kookien-san, and apparently no opening. ‘I then passed
completely round Kookien-san and entered Port Haddmgton on
Tuesday morning, which was immediately recognized by the seamen
of the ‘“Robert Bowne’’ as the place where they landed the Chinése
coolies from that shxp At noon the same day I left the ship with all
my small-arm men ‘and marines, but found, on landing, the coolies
had left the house the islanders had built for them there, and had
moved round to the south point which forms that bay.  * * * o
* * * The following monning I sent a boat on shore for some’ of the
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natives to guide me; weighed and proceeded towards the point. . On the;
‘boat’s return from the shore she brought three Chinese—one called:
“¢California Joe,’’ the interpreter, and two coolies ; they had deserted
the camp and walked round abreast the ship. I arrived off the point
and anchored the ship about eight hundred yards from the habitation-
of the coolies, which is built close down to the beach and formed of
wicker work and straw, two rows of long building with a detached
cooking house. 1immediately manned and armed boats, but before we
ot them away I found the coolies were all decamping. I ordered a-
few shot and shell to be fired wide to try and turn them aud pushed on-
_with the boats and followed them.  They dispersed in all directions,
but I kept pretty close on the track of the main body, (passing over
goods ‘of all descriptions, chiefly mats, lanterns, ship’s canvas, Chinese
clothing, &c.,) and capiared thirteen, some few being shot in trying to
escape. - After six hours’ march I halted on the side of a deep wood,
which about a couple of hundred of the coolies penetrated, and.it
being past sunset *. *. * Jreturned andreached theship. * *. *
Thursday, the 6th, her Britannic Majesty’s sloop ¢ Contest’’ arrived
from Shanghai, bringing the two men who had left the ship in the
long boat. * * * She also brought a Chinese interpreter. - Accom-.
panied by Captain Spencer and his interpreter, we landed and sent our
cards and a letter to the chief of the island, requesting an interview
on the subject of .2 missing seaman of the ‘“Robert Bowne’’ and the
‘Chinese coolies. Intheevening two officers of the second order arrived,
‘when I again requested to see the chief, who came on the following
morning, and I had a lengthened interview with him on the subject of
these coolies: He expressed his wish to have them removed from the
island, as they were committing all sorts of depredationsand had taken
forcible possession of the huts of the farming people. . He expressed
his inability to'do anything towards ridding the island of them; the
people being apparently afraid of them. At the close of this inter-
view intelligence arrived that some thirty or forty coolies were in the
neighborhood, upon which I started, accompanied by Captain Spencer;
Prince William, and our two gigs’ crews, hoping to be able to com-
municate with them through the interpreter, but, after walking several
‘miles, at sunset we had only succeeded in capturing five, the remainder
‘having retreated on our approach to the jungle. * * * On Friday
morning the missing seaman crawled down to the beach and was taken
on board in a very reduced state. - He had been detained by the coo-
lies, and had only escaped in the night. - I had ihe day previous sent
the interpreter, with some of the patives, to the main body in the
-woods to persuade the coolies to come down to the ship, promising
them that they should not be ill used on board; and that I would use
my influence with the authorities at Amoy to spare their lives; but.on’
his return he reported that they refused to surrender. About forty
had destroyed themselves by hanging and other means in t_he-Wood{ _
‘and.numbers had died of starvation. On the following day I sent one
of the coolies, who had been picked up only the previous evening, with
a similar message, but he returne? saying none of them would come,
* * * % Jleft Port Haddington on Tuesday the 11th. .* * _*"
I have on board.the three seamen of the ¢ Robert Bowne *’ I took from
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.the port,.as well as the two who were picked up in the boat, and-the
-man who was left.on the island, California Joe.and twenty-two.coo-
-lies, (one coolie died on board previous toour leaving ‘¢ Port Hadding-
-ton,’’ and one at sea on the 14th,) and the Chinese interpreter Capt.
Spencer brought from Shanghai. I send you asilver watch, said to
‘have belonged to the mate of the ‘‘ Robert Bowne,”’ and a belt of dol-
lars given up tome by ““Joe,”’ as well as some few papers picked up on
shore, and my correspondence with the native chieis, which may be
of interest; also the deposition of one of the men picked up in the
-boat, made before the acting vice consul for the United States of America
atShangbai. I trust I have accomplished the principal portion of the
service I left this port on, in having recovered the Kuropean seaman
‘'who was left on the island, ascertained the fate of the two who left the
ship in the long-boat, as well as captured a few of the coolies who are
said to be some of the ringleaders. * * * * * - e

I have nonor, &c., T
Coe -~ . J. SANDERSON, Commander. .
A true copy. -~ FREDERICK HARVEY.

. Ne.z |
.. . Mr. Bradley to Mr. Parker.

| ' U~rTED STATES CONSULATE, =~

< . S , - Amoy, May 18, 1852.
Sir: * * * Tam glad that one of our men-of-war is bound to
the island on which the Chinese pirates of the ‘‘Robert Bowne’’ have
taken refuge. With reference to the twenty-one prisoners brought in
by the ‘‘Robert Bowne’’ and placed for safe keeping in the hands of
the Chinese civil authorities here, I have every reason to believe that
if they are not taken back by the United States authorities they will
never be punished for the offences they have committea. The Amoy
authorities have not power to punish capital offences: this is done at
the higher tribun~l of Houchou‘ong, and if these prisoners were sent
to Touchou for trial, as they assuredly would be, if not at once:liber-
ated, other. criminals would be executed in their stead, without-our
Jmowledge, and these pirates suffered to go at large, as having done
nothing worse, in ultra Chinese opinion, than killed a few ¢‘outside
barbarians.”” In a word, I am satisfied that they will never be pun-
ished by the Chinese authorities. Yet the Hai Kong here, as the custo-
dian of them for our government, is, I believe, acting in good faith.
But he is anxious to turn them back to us. He is even importunate 1n
his applications to' me to take them off his hands. I cannot do this,
for IEI&YO no place ir. which to confine them, and no authority, with-
out your acvice, to thatextent. * * * * * * (p the16th, these
twenty-three prisoners, per ‘Lily,’’ were transferred to the United
States sloop ‘“Saratoga’’ at anchor here, where. two more of them
died on the following day. . Others were sick and apparently dying,.
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while several of them were mere. children. . Captain Walker thought,
as he was bound direct to the islands, in obedience to his instructions
%{ven by the commodore, that it would be best for me to apply to.the
‘Hai Hong here to receive these, with the others already in his posses-:
“gion, for the present. = LT e e T e T
This was a difficult:matter, for the Hai Hong, by becoming the.cus-
todian of our prisoners, has to some extent compromised himself offi-
cially, and in consequcance ikereof, is expecting to be transferred to a
less desirable post on the Islands of Formoza; nevertheless he consented
to receive the remaining eighteen, (Captain -Walker. having taken
‘three with him to the island,) and keep them securely. for usuntil
called for. In order to quiet the mind of the Hai Hong, and to.ob-
tain his assent to receive into his custody the pirates brought in by the
“Lily,” I have been compelled to assure him that in all probability
one of our men-of-war would ccme up from Hong Kong in a few days:
‘and take them off his hands. . I really feel it to be my duty to repre-
sent to you, that in a measure we are bound to receive back the pris-
oners he has kept, and is keeping for us, at the egrliest. possible mo-
‘ment. If the steamer of our squadron could come to Amoy, as she
might in a few hours, and take them away, it would promote the énds

of justice in every respect. i L e
1 intend to enclose a statement of the whole affair, &e. -~

" Your obédient'sérv‘a.nt, R T
" CHARLES WM. BRADIEY, Jz."

| 'No.'3.':" o -
- Mr. Bradley to Mr‘P Wker R

Unrrep STATES CONSULATE, -

 .8m: * * * The United States sloc_ ‘‘Saratoga’’ hauled. out.
yesterday into the outer harbor, and sailed this morning henceto the
Madgicosima - group.. -Captain Walker -has been furnished -with all
the information in:my power,- * * . the interpreter is to receive for
-compensation one dollar.a day from the time of sailing from this port
until he reaches Hong Kong, and a free passage to be provided. for-to
-Shanghai, which is his place of residence. . - . 0ol
I was obliged to request Captain Walker: to- take with him the:21
‘Chinese pirates brought in here on the 15th instant, by her Majesty’s
‘brig” ¢Lily,’”” as some misunderstanding existed ‘between the Hai
Hong’s interpreter and mine the day previous to the hauling out of
‘the vessel. ' I.sent again yesterday to request the Hai Hong to take
:into his possession part of the 21 prisoners, representing at the.same
-time that I would relieve him of them in: ‘hree weeks. He answered
.me that he had had. so much frouble with thggliigher authorities be-
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cause of takmg over. the men brouvht in the ¢ Ro'bert Bowne,’? that

‘he could not take any more wﬂ:hout their consent, * * * % % .

I furnished each of the pnsoners w1th a sult of clothes, as chey were m
& miserable condition. e T

% R ** *

Your obed1ent servant, o
- CHARLES WM BRADLEY JR oo
Umted States Vwe OOnsul n charge

S No4
” thmodore Aulzck to Mr. Park'er __ )

UNITED SmATEs STEAM—FRIGATE SUSQUEHANNAH,

: &'o o © Macao Roads, May 20, 1852‘
Sm: T have the honor to acknowledge recelpt of your dlspatch of
17th Ma.y instant. = *

* The prompt and magnanimous conduct exhlblted by her Magesty s
‘consul and the honorable Captain Spencer on this occasion entitles
them to our united and warmest thanks, which I feel assured you will
take pleasure in causing to be conveyed to them through the proper
channel and in the most sultable terms. ‘
I ha.ve the honor to be, w1th hlo'h respect, your obedlent serva.nt
. J. H. AULICK, -
O'ommcmdmg U S. Sguadron, East Indza, smd (Jhma seas.

H No 6 |
Mr Parker to Oommodore Aulwk

LEGATION OF THE Umm:n Smms e
. Canton, May 25, 18:)2

Sm I ha.sten to transmxt you h=rew1th copies of dlspatches Just res
celved from our consul at Amoy, relative to the pirates from the
“Robert Bowne,” now in custody of the Chmesé authontxes at that

ort.
.P In view of the exxgencles of the case I am constramed notmthstand-
ing the orders of the Navy Depa.rtment siated in your dlspa.tch of the
1st instant, to request that the services of the ‘‘Susquehannah’ may be
availed of speedlly to relieve the Hai Hong of Amoy of the embarrass-
ment in ‘which his friendly act has mvolved him with his superior offi-
cers, and to bring the Chinese prisoners mow in his custody to-this
g‘ ort, as suggested by the consul ‘in his dispatch of the 18th instant.’

he vessel need be absent from her present anchorage but a very short
time, certainly not @er one week.  As no interest of the public ser-
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vice can suffer by such a deviation from the instriictions of the Navy
Department, which surely did not contemplate such an emergency,
and no motive prompts to the course but regard to the polic good, it
appears to me that no reasonable exception can be taken should you,
on this special request; and in view of all the circumstances, assume the .
responsibility of detailing the steamer for this purpose. -Should you
feel authorized and-disposed to comply with this request, I suggest.
that on the arrival of the prisoners at this portan inquiry be instituted
into the question of their innocence or guilt, and in the event of the
latter being clearly established, in conjunction with yourse!f, to decide
whether to hand them over to the imperial commissioners for punish-
ment, or send them to the United States, or if innocent to set them at
liberty. = By speedily taking thes: prisoners off the hands of the Hai
Hong and bringing them here, I concur with Mr. Bradley, ‘‘that the
ends of justice will be promoted in every respect,”’ and further, an im-
portant service at the same time will be rendered the consul by thus.
sustaining his influence with the local authorities of Amoy. With
sentiments of esteem and high consideration, ~ - - . -
- I have the honor to remain, sir, your very obedient servant, : *
B o -~ .. . 'PETER PARKER.
~ No. T.
* Mr, Parker to Mr. Bradley.
'LEcATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
L o | o Canton, May 28, 1852.
Sm:-* - ¥ - % % Tamhourly expecting Commodore
Aulick’s reply to my request, anticipating that -either the ‘¢ Susque-
hanna’’ or the ‘“ Plymouth’’ will proceed on this service without de-
lay. I now write to acquaint you with the wishes of the legation; that
sald prisoners be delivered over to such government vessel as the com-
modore may pleaseé to detail for the purpose, and that you convey, in
suitable terms, to the Hai Hong its sense of the friendly part he bas
taken, and its regrets that the discharge of so obvious a duty should
have involved him in any unpleasant consequences.” * - * .. *
Is there ‘any foundation for the rumor ‘¢ that the ‘Robert Bowne,”
though ostensibly cleared for San Francisco, was bound to- the Sand-
wich Islands, without the previous knowledge of the Chinese coolies?””
I'shall be obliged by any fact or information in_your possession which
‘shall throw light upon this deplorable subject. -~ . |
- I have the honicr to remain, sir, your most obedient servant, .
PETER PARKER.
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No 8
Mr Parker to Hw Ea:cellmcy J Bowrmg

o LEGATION OF '.l‘HE Umrm) Smrm
IR Canton, May 28, 1852

. Expressmns of com llment and thanks, &c., &e., of Mr. Parker'“
a.nd Commodore Aulick to her Britannic MaJesty 8 01V11 and na.val
oﬁcers at Amoy and Shanghal, &c L S | |

L No 11 |
Oommodore Auhck to Mr Parker

Umm) Sums STEAM-FRIGATE SUSQUEHANNA, .
’ . Hong Kong, May 28, 1852 B
| Sm I ha.ve the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your d1spateh‘
~of the 25th.instant.  * . * * * * T have determined to assume;
- the responsibility: of dev1a.tmg in this instance from my orders from:
~-the, Navy Department, and will immediately proceed in this ship for
‘Amoy, “or the purpose of bringing here the Chinese. plrates of the..
¢¢ Robert Bowne,’’ held in custody at that place. . o _
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient serva.nt

. - J.H. AULICK o

(Jommandmg U S Squadron, East Indm and Olzma. 8eas

| - No 13. | '.
Statement qf seamen of the < .Robert Bowne oo

_ UNIT.ED Srum Consumm o
o - Amoy, China, May 17 1852

On the 17th day of May, in the year of 1852, before me, C. W
Bra.dley, Jr., United States vice consul, in charge, of the United States
of Amenca., for the port of Amoy; appeared John: Sweeny, - Francis
‘Jerome, William: Pendexter, Thomas Davis, Charles H. Gilbreth;
Frederic Wiley, William Fry, Thomas Bremton, and Daniel B:Lch-
ardson; and, being-duly- sworn, deposed as follows: That, on the
21st of March 1852, the shxp ¢ Robert Bowne,’’ of New York left
Amoy with 410 Chinese coolies, under the command of Leslie Bryson 5
nothing more than usual having taken place that ensuing week, every-
thing seemed fo be going on in’'good: order; the:captain and. most -of
the hand were contmually washing, cleaning, and putting: the coolies
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- torights; but it seems the coolies got disaffected, whether it was
‘through the captain cutting off their tails, (which he did in number
~about 200,) or the interpreter, Joe, telling them there was money on
_board, we cannot presume to say; but the interpreter acted a most vil--
- lainous part towards us, (the crew.) On Tuesday, March the. 31st,
_the starboard watch had the morning’s watch below, and, as usual,
- we were called at seven bells, got our -breakfast, went on deck, and
_relieved the other watch; the starboard watch- then went about their
several duties; a man by the name of John Black relieved the wheel;.
a man by the name of Morrison (acting as second mate) went down.
. below to work, taking along with him three men, namely, John Hook,
- Frederick Wiley, and a man by the name of Brown. Sweeney was
employed on deck along with the captain. A man by the name of
‘Richards was working forward at carpenter’s work, (Richards was a
.man belonging to the English barque ¢‘Ellora;’’ and had stowed him-
self away on board of us before leaving: Amoy.) William Fry was
- sent to sew some canvas on the collar of the main stay as chafing gear;.
‘Wiley found a belaying pin down below in one of the coolie’s bags,
‘and brought it upon deck and showed it to the captain, who told him-
- to ship it, and return to his work. - One of the deponents states that
‘he was aloft, and the first thing that aroused his attention was a vie-
-lent tumult-on deck.  He looked down on the port side by the main
" hatchway, and saw the man Sweeney struggling with a great number
of coolies; what it meant he could not tell; they backed him against
the main-hatchway, and down he fell below, when, presently, he saw-
“the man Morrison ‘make a rush on deck with his head and face all’
_over blood ;. he then seized his marlinspike and made all the haste he
- could down the main rigging to assist in restoring order; but, as he got -
~down nearly level "wi't% the fore-cabin, he was assailed by a hostof -
- coolies that-had got possession of the tops of the houses fore and aft;
they had broken tiles, bricks, glass, and every other sort of weapon
they could lay their hands upon. .Some of the coolies seeing the de-
“ponent likely to get down, seized on a boat’s mast, or spar, that was
on:the house, and gave him a thrust in the breast that pushed him .
out of the rigging; he fell head downward, but recovered himself with
all the strength and speed he was master of, and began to ascend the~
rigging again, with-‘all dispatch, as his only chance of safety; he:
fully perceived their intention was to shove him overboard, when
‘they again got the spar to bear against his breauvt, and it was with con-
-siderable - difficulty, and not until he tore his clothes and the skin
‘from:-his breast, that he got out of their reach, and got aloft as soon -
as hecould. . .o T S
‘Deponent f:rther states that he witnessed scenes which for cruelty
he never saw equalled.. On the port side of the deck lay the captain;
stretched full length between the main rigging and the fore. part of -
the-cabin, with his head and features covered with blood ; the.coolies: -
‘had got hatchets, saws, pikes, and axes, chopping him up in such a
way that it would have made any man tremble with horror. They -
had also Morrison, (the second. mate,) and .were trying o kill him,:
but L~ being -a powerful man, they could not accomplish it easily;
‘they surrounded him and forced ‘him over the side, when he - got one-
arm over the swinging boom, and the- other- hand hold of ‘the fore



sheet 5 the cob_liés' ha.d got ,,ji-_icé .pbuﬁdefs s haﬁdsﬁikes‘ , 'BOardihé&pikgs,
-and everything they could: get hold of, and were beating and pushing

him in every way possible, till he fell dead. -~ o= e
- 'The coolies kept ar~nd the forecastle in hopes of keeping some of
the sailors down. at the same time t::r¢wing down water, the carpen-
ter’s grindstone, anvil, and billets of wovd, in hopes to keep them all
down ; thus were these. Richards went (own to give the-alarm, and
was the first man to go up; he made afi; on the port side, and was
forced up the mizen rigging along with Wiley. - Gilbreth and - Pen-
-dexter came aft on the starboard side; Gilbreth lost: his bayonet off
from his musket, and. Pendexter lost his hatchet; the muskets that
the deponents had would not go off, and ‘had no chence to defend
‘themselves. Richardson was coming up out of the forecastle when
the coolies hit him with a large wooden maul three times, cutting his
head severely, his face and neck was covered with blood. - Hook had
been  injured very much, and bled freely ;- he- could hardly get up,
being so weak. - Bremtor had no use of one of his hands, for it had
been swollen very badly with boils ; he with several were forced out
on the bowsprit, and forced to go up the head stays; by this time the
man at the wheel had been killed and:thrown overboard, and there
being no one down on deck to work the ship, the coolies began to. get
frightened among themselves. Bremton, Richardson, Jerome, Gil-
breth, and Pendexter, were aloft forward. Hook had gotto the head
of the jib, and could get no higher until a rope was lowered down to
‘him; he made it fast round his body, and was then hauled up. Fry
.was alone in the maintop; the coolies seemed -inclined .to go .after
him ; and he thought it best to. get along with the rest of the ship-
mates ; so he went.down on the main royal stay into the foretopmast
ccross-trees. ' ‘After which, the coolies began to make signs to us-to
‘come down, but we did not dare trust them, so they began to fire at
us ; but the guns fortunately would not go off. 'We remained aloft
some time. Hook was the first to go duwn on deck, when some of
the coolies wanted to throw him overboard, but the cook prevented
them from so doing ; he being Chinese, told the coolies that they could
never gef the ship to any place whatever if they killed the crew;
after which; they began to beg of us to come. Richardson then went
down, and, as _soon as ‘he got-down, Fry started to go, when the
coolies stopped him wntil he threw his kunife overboard; they then
took -him to. the interpreter, and ordered him to tell the rest of the
crew to come down and work the ship, and that they would not hurt
them. After we had all got down, we looked around to see how
many were missing. 'We found missing the captain, first mate, Mor-
rison, (acting second mate,) Black, and Brown, After we had got the
‘ship to rights, the coolies took us, bound our legs and arms, and put
us into the house on deck, with the exception of two men, who were
to steer-and look out for the ship. T

" Richards, in the afternoon, either was pushed or jumped‘overboa_rd,.‘
as we have never seen him since; the mate was killed in‘ his sabin.
On Wednesday the coolies brought us charts and nautical instruments,
‘and told us that we must take the ship to Formoza in four days, or'¢lse
they would kill us all; we being no navigators, it alarmed us not &
little; we shaped our course for the island as near as we could. ~ They.
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1eft Smlth go a.ft to help | look after the ship. Thursday a sail was
“seen by some of the men'at a- dlstance, the coohes fighting very much
‘among themselves, and we were kept in constant fear-of our lives, ‘as
we did not know what mmute they, the coolies, would fall upon us
-and slaughter ‘every man. - It come on to blow and we were set at
liberty, and no one was again made fast; we shortened sail and striet
watch was: kept over us: Fnday made land the coolies tolling the
“bell and playing on their instruments ; our 1nterpreter would zot tell
us what it meant; he took charge of the ship, and had a loaded re-
volver, which he kept in his hand. Found that the Chinese wanted
to murder us, and that Joe, the interpreter, was one of them. The
coolies thought. the land to be Formosa, and would not allow us to
_put the ship about until the Chinese had satisfied themselves; ; after.
finding out their mistake we were ordered to put out for sea. Next
morning ‘we. discovered another island to the northward, which was
supposed to be Formosa ; we continued beating to windward all that
‘day until the next_ mght before we were well 1 ‘up to the island ; saw
next morning small islands extending to the eastward. The coolies
thought there might be a landing effected 8o we hove the ship to, put.
~out one of our sampans—Rlchardson, our cook and two coolies went
in her—but could not get a landing, as the surf ran high and resfs
all around. The wind was blowing very hard, and we thought it best
to run down to tke south end of the land and beat ; up on the west’ ‘side
_of it; in hopes that we could find a good harbor, in case it proved to
“be Formosa. “We continued workmg to the windward Monday and
Tuesday, and on Wednesday morning saw another island to the'north-
‘ward and eastward; and a small bay in the south end of it. ~Stoodin
until we got 20 fathoms water, and then 7, and' before the lead could
be ¢ast sgzin, the ship took 0'round We then got our boat and sam--
pat out; and commenced landmd the coolies as fast as possxble, we'
think a.bout one hundred that. day, the coolies taking provisions'and
‘everything that had a value on shore, We found the natives on‘the
island to be a kind race of people, they guve up their houses tothe
coolies while they built places “o live in. ~Next day, after getting the
‘ship off from the reef, we continued landing the coolies. foe, the in-.
terpreter, wanted us o tun the vessel on shore, as he said the governor
of the island wished to break her up; this we did not. ‘believe, ‘and.
wonld not do 0. "The cooliés then took two of our men on shore ; the
Test of us thexn got the long boat out and partly filled her with | pro-
‘visions, in case anythmg should happen we might take to her; the
coolies remaining had armed themselves with swords, kmves, &e.
Smith and Valentme voluntéered to sleep in the ‘boat and keep her
‘baled out until morning, but they hearing a noise on-deck that took
place ‘among the Chinese, and, as we supposed, became alarmed and
cut the rope, as we have never seen or heard’ of them since. - Fr iday,
‘continued landing the coolies ; we were all taken on shore except the
carpenter; they then tried to work the boat themselves, but they fodnd
they’ could ‘1ot manage it. Ssturday they took thrée men to work
the boat for them; landed most of the coolies’; some of us got on, boald.
and found- only, as we ‘sapposed, 15 or 20 coohes on board ‘we'in-
fermed the men on shore, and all got oﬁ‘ w1th the exceptxon of > t,fb.

Ex.'Doc. 99—=10 " o , | e
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We then slipped. the ca.hle and ma.de saxl on. the shlp 3 seemg two:men
running towards the beach, sent a boat to them and got one, the.other
was retained by the coolies; we filled away and stood out, steered that
night about northnorthwest, light breeze.. Next day. fonnd 23 coolies.
on board, and the ccok told us that they were plotting to.kill us, so
we mnstered all the arms we could find, called them aft and told them
we wanted them in the cabin ; we put 13 in double rope yarns. then,
and in the course of the day got the 19 in and fastened keeplng a.'
: sentry over them untxl we reached Amoy :
SR S ROBERT BREMTON
. . CHARLES H. GILBRETH
. . WILLIAM PE‘IDEXTER
... WILLIAM FRY, .
- JOHN. SWEENEY
“ .. FREDERIC WILEY
... FRANCIS JEROME,
el DANIEL }IE.ICHARDSO‘I

R i -
RN ‘;‘-".;'_'THOMAS X, DAVIS
Sl mark

The foregomg is a true copy of the orlgmal record in th' | ooks._‘of

‘this consulate ,
AR CHAS WM BRADLEY TR
Vwe Oonsul'm charge
J L PEREIRA v

Contams only- Su' John Bowrmg s acknowledgmen_ of . ch,
reqnestmg ‘him: to: transmxt thanks &c and prom.lsmg comphan.,e

- "‘To.. 15
C’ommodore Aulwk to Mr Parker

Umm Sums Srmm-meuz Svsommmm,
S Hong Kong, June 4, 1852
MLDRAB Sm I hasten to mform you that I returned here to-day,
twenty-five. hours from Amoy, whence I brought and have 1
‘board. twenty of. the. ¢ Robert Bownef 8 7 _,irates, and also the
the two boys.whom Mr, Bradley Tepor vi y
togrards the crew.at the time of the murder and-t _plunder on, board:p!
that ship.
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* Tt is desirable tha.t some course should be ado ted for ‘the:dii
of ‘these" ‘pecple: with “as little delay’ as‘possxble, and I ‘therefor
the favor of . you'to consult with Mr. Forbes' ‘on. the snb"ect
me, ‘hear from you at your earliest convenience. - B

T am, with great respect- and regard, yours, very trnly Uy

R IR AULICK.
No 16

Ifr Parker to C’ommodore Auhck
[Extract] . |

LEGA'!ION or THE Umen Stares,
Canton, sze 5,1852;

Sm I have the ‘honor: to be 1n recelpt of your note of:
' da % % *.°% -Tloge no time in complymg w1th the reque
»_ wlnch. thle note is accompamed Y ;
"The case, in some of 'its features ‘1o
am’ informed, has. no.precedent.in. the history of piracies; 1 __a.%?‘a_.xe
fallen; under theJnnsdlctloon of the' government of the United. Sigq.tes-j; ;
It is.a.case in which a piracy has been committed on board. of a.’U‘
‘States merchant vesgel, not by 1its own ship’s. company, notbyano aer
vessel; but by certain persons, subjects of another nation, who we;
board of said vessel in the quality-of passengers.. o
.~ By.the statute law of the United States enacted by Congte"s" L
30, 1790 ‘and - the ‘acts of March 3, 1819 ‘and of January 30
'tlus casé -of piracy. upon the hlgh Beas comes clea.rly under £
'nizance of the ‘government of the United States.  But in view
-thecircumstances. of the case; the distance from the United Sta
large “number: of* the piratés arrested; and' hkely to*be capta
want of a knowledge of their 1anguage in any court of the Umtedn
States, and  other difficulties in. the way of  their being sen g
'whlch might be speclﬁed it sppears to me expedlent and ‘admissible;
baving made due mvestlgatxons— to hand over. so.many -as ‘shall be
found "guilty of piracy to the: Chinese government, to be ‘punished
conformab]y to the laws of China. What expediency dictates in the
‘present instance I.cornceive:as also: Justxﬁed by.the law of nations.—
(Wheston, vide Law of Na.tlons, page 177,) is‘in point: ** Piracy under
the law of nations-may ve tried-and:punished in the courts of justwe of
an natwn :by: whmnesoeoer and wheresoever committed.’” -
‘I’he u'acy ‘committed .on'board the : “Robert Bowne”
; f:natcons, and’not piracy ‘created ‘b
, only be tried by that State within whose
on board whose vessel the ﬁ'ence

‘g, eleerly
nicipal
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cheerfully ‘assist ‘in. the mvestlgatlon of the "pn'ates on board the
““Susquehanna;’’" prehmmary to those: who' arefound guilty-bei
‘delivered~over: ‘to:-the . Chinese: government ‘or; if s0".determined, o
sending them to the United States. ' I shall therefore request: lnm,
the event of your informing him that such'is your desu'e, to attend
at such: time and place as you shall appomt to assist in the investi-
gatlon of the Chinese prisoners now in'your custody.. A copy of.the
ositions: of* the surviving seamen: of ‘the ¢‘Robert:Bowne,’’:taken
ore the United States vice consul at 'Amoy on the 17th ultimo,
is herewrth enclosed.  The deposmons taken before the United States
vice consul at Shanghai cu the 28th April are already inyourpossession.
On receiving from you the result of said official investigation, and
.the statement of your: concurrence in. the - expedlency of delivering
over the guilty to this government, I shall, without delay, address
the imperial commissioner; and. request his excellency to receive and
dispose - of the same, as the mterests of Justlce a.nd the pubhc good‘
demand. - :
I ‘have the honor to remam, s1r, w1th g:ea.t' respect, your most

o'be(hent servant
PET R PARKER

NO‘ 17
Mr .ParLer to Mr .Forbes

LEGATION or THE Uvrmo S:m';xs,

R T A Oanton, June 5, 1852
“N. B. Merely recapltulates what is wnh,en in No..16 to’ Captam
Auhck in respect to Mm Forbes assmtmv in the mvestlgatlon, if re-
qneated by Capta.m Auhck ST

o No 18 | ‘
Commodore Auhck to Mr Parker

U\m STA’]IES Srm-rmeun SLaQUEEANNA,
: ~ Hong Kong, June 7, 1852

S I have the honor to acknowledge the recelpt of : your dlspltch--
of ‘the '5th instant. K v

'I.concur in your suggestxons in’ reference to the manne_ .of dlspomngj
of. th e pirates.. But as the principal of the-criminals, .as:well® the-
Thost taterial witnésses in the: case, are now on board the ¢ “Sar
it will be necessary to'delay the investigation. until her return to'% hlt,
yort': which may.be expected every day.




'SLAVE' AND COOLIE rmn 149

Immedlately on - her arnval I w111 1nform you of the fact,
quest the assistance of Mr. Forbes in the investigation, which' will be:
held ‘at such place as’ you and he may deem most convement and
smtable o .

- Iam, srr, very respectfully, your obedlent servant '

J. H. AULICK RN
C'ommandmg U S Squadron, E’ast Indw aml (Jhma seas

: Neso. ..
Mr Bradley to Mr Paoker ._ jl'
L [Extract'l et

UmED Smns Covsomm, -
N CER . Amoy, June 4, 1852

CBm: x o ox xS Bes1des these prisoners, i placed‘ on-
board the government vessel (Susquehanna) three very 1mportant ‘Wit~
nesses, viz: the Chinese cook and two coolies, who were on’ beard of
the ¢‘Robert Bowne’’ at the time of the: murder, and’ are considered:
innocent, and who saved the hves of the crew. several times, Dbesides:
rendermg very 1mportant services in hrmgmg the ship “back to$his:
port.. .. * "T.can assure you, sir, of Cdptain Bryson's:
mtentlon to proceed direct to San Francisco with: these: coohes, and
not to the Sandwich islands, as rumored. -

. I‘remain, sir, with the hlghest respect,’ your ohedlent servant
CHARLES ‘"WM. BRADLEY, J B

No 22
C'ommodore Aulzck 10 Mr Parker

Umsn STATES STEAM-FRIGATE SUSQUEHANNA
‘ . Hong Kong, June 8, 1852

My DEar Sir: The “ Saratoga” arnved this morning, bringing wrth
'her mxty-nme of the ‘“Robert Bowne®’ pirates, twenty-three of whom
were received by her from the ¢ ‘Lrly,” the other forty-slx captured on
the island- by the “barato% B
. I beg that you and Mr orbes wﬂl consult together ag to the hest
_mode of dlsposmg of them, and wnte me on the su’q]ect at your earliest

::I>-have Just returned on. 'boa.rd from a vmt to the governor an
Bowring; and from- the .informal: conversation I have had with em
on thissubject; I.amsinclined to:believe that if we: should,
hmxnariy examination and select:the prmorpal sdctors.in-the:drs

and are able to make otit a case of piracy under the law of ngrons
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.‘-agarmst them, the. authontres of Hong Kon w111 not hesitate, on a.
: formal application : from s, to receive, try,. and pumsh the' gmlty,
\The preliminary examination can be held -at this place, Cumsmg-
- moon, or. Whampoa, - whlchever of these places you and Mr Forbes
‘ms ‘deem most proper. -
ut should 3 you. deem 1t best to hand over the rmgleaders for tna.l
'here, 1 think it would be best to have the prehmmary exammatlon
: take ‘place at’ this port, and the sooner the better T
- ‘I writein great haste to save this evenmg 8 mall
Very respectfully and truly yours,
| | | J H AULrOK

s No 23
Mr Parker to Gommodore Aulzclc

Lnourox or 'rrm Umm States, :
S .f e + Canton, June.9, 1852

Stn R R I have only time to" rejply to’ the
Hiain subJect of your: drspatch the disposal of the- said criminals;’ ¢
. The views contained in my commumcatwn ‘of the 5th instant I seez
no ‘Teasons for modﬁpn%and gérantm ‘those found gmlty of piracy
‘are not to be sent to the tates, there seems a special pro({mety‘
iii-handing them over to the Chinese government 10 be tried and pun-:
lshed according to the laws of China. It appears:to.me that - Wkam-
5 all - things' considered, will be tlie best place-for the- preliminary-
mvestlga.tlon , where it wxll ‘be: convenient to transfer the:. gmlty"-fto'-::
theéif own’ government ‘In each of*the above views otr’ consul-*" :
Forbes, esq., ‘with whom, agreeably to your reguest; I have now-con-
ferred; fully-concurs: - He has expressed his willingness, however; to
assist'in the’ prehmnarymvestrgatron a.t Hong Kong, should you pr -
fer. that port for-the purpose. - P
“In'theé event of ‘the Chmese government dechmng to receive these
cmmna]s ‘it may be deemed expedlent to avail ourselves of the highly
frlendly ofﬁces of her Bntanmc Ma.Jesty 8 government at Hong Kong,;
to which you sllude. - |

I remam, s1r, w1th great respect your most obedlent servant
: ‘ A PETER PABKEB

‘e Jm' Parker to :S’eu Imp, hzgh cmnmwszoner

LmArrox oF m Umm Smms, oo B
SRS :  Canton, June 14, 1852. +:
TR The undersxgned charge d’aﬂ'arres ad “interim of the United
States,of America to-Chins, has fo inform your excellency of -a-most"
atrécious gct-of - ‘piracy, committed upon the high ‘seas and away from*
Cluna, on board an: American merchant vessel, by subjects of: Clnna.
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 The United States merchant vessel ¢ Robert Bowne,”” Captai

son, sailed from Amoy on the 21st March last, having on board sev-

eral hundred Chinese passengers bound for, S8an Francisco. . When
nine_days ‘out from Amoy, said Chinese passengers rose, and, with .
vicious hearts, killed the captain, first and second officers; and four.
seamen, took command of the vessel, and compelled- the remainder-of
her crew, under threats of death; to take the vessel to an island, where
they plundered her; and all but about twenty of the Chinese landed. .
Afterwards the surviving seamen succeeded in binding the. rémaining"
Chinese, slipped the cable, and brought the vessel into Amoy. ...
 Foreign men-of-war immediately proceeded to-the island, and have.
succeeded in capturing gseveral tents of the pirates. -~ . . oo

"~ This act of piracy occurring on'board an Am rlcanvessel,andupon

the high seas, the pirates, no matter to what nation they belong, are
amenable ‘to the laws of the United States ; but, in the present in-:
stance, the undersigned, Commodore Aulick, commanding the naval.
forces of the United States in the China seas, concurring, is willing.to.
‘waive this right and’ to deliver over'to-your -excellency the principal
offenders ..ftoi:;‘be -tried ‘and punished according. to the laws of China..
He.therefore, as behoves him, addresses your excellency, and requests
to be informed. whether: your gxcellency will receive said criminalsand
try and punish:them according to thelaws of China? . . wo.: &7
"-On goceipt of your excellency's reply, expressing it to bo your,plea:
sure-$o-receive -these -criminals, “he undersigned will communicate.
with. your excellency again, farnj hing full details cf the_revolting.
catastrophe; as evidence upon whici: to proceed in the trial and pun.
ishment. - Said criminals are now. in: custody: of .Commodore:.

and -as:it.is inconvenient for them long to remain on board & man-of-:

mmodore: Aulick;:

war, the undersigned requests an early. reply, in order-that they me

immediately be delivered over.to your:excellency’s:court:.
. The-undersigned avails himselfof this- opportunity..to

your, excellency. the assurance of his. high consider: tion, and hi
honor

to remain, sir, your excellency’s most.obedient servant, . -

Sooa

Sen Kwang Tsin, hereditary lord, of the first grade, governor
‘provinces, ex officio a president of the'

general ‘of the Two Kwang proy 1dent - of -tk
board of war, minister and commissioner of the Ta Tsing empire,

‘and Pih Knei, by imperial appointment a vice president of the board
~of war, lieutenant governor of Honan and detained "(at Canton)to
‘superinterid the’ seals, have the" honor to acknowledge the receipt of
‘the Ronorable vite commissioner’s dispateh, of the 14th instant, from
‘which: we understand that passengers, st.bjects of China, on board: &

merchant vessel belonging to his_honorable nation, have killed  her:

captain, officers, .and ‘sesmen, and. on perusing. it we were shocked
-exceedingly.. rr ARG B T A AR
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Seemg, of those rema.mmg on board the vessel .and of others-who
‘had landed, several tens have been arrested, it is mamfestly right that
they be: sent to :China to.be dealt with- accordmg to law, and: that
which the dlspa.tch sets: forth is. conformahle to the treaty; and-suffi-
clently evinces the honorable vice commissioner possesses clear per-
ception, and lucidly 'discriminates affairs,’and - we" the mmlster and
_heutenant governor. are ‘exceedingly: dehghted and gratlﬁed “We
wait, the delivering up of the said criminals, when we will instantly
institute & trial of each separately and punish them;, with a hope that
there may be no tendency, on the one hand to. pumsh the mnocent or
-."on ‘the other to connive. at the gulty. -
oA  requisite we make this commumca.tlon, and ava.ll ourselves of the
occasion to present ! the comphments‘ of the season, &c. = .

‘The foregoing communication is addressed o Peter Parker y mmlster*
‘-.and commissioner of the United States of America to China.

' HmN TA‘NG, 2d year 4th month 30th day, (June 17 1852 )

No 30

lhr Parke'r to Commodore Aulzck

LEGATION os THE Ummo Sumzs
* RIETE R TR = - Canton, June 17; 1856
“SIR: I Kasten to mform you that 1 have thig day received the Jomt;
repI y.of the-Impenal ‘Commissioner Sew and his Excellency Pih; lien-
~governor of Hona.n, to miy dispatch of the 14th mstant rela-
tiv dehvermo ovér to'the Ch.mese o'overnment the prmclpa.l actors
'iﬁ"the ““Robert Bowne” tragedy -0 - ‘
- 'T am happy to‘inform you that thelr excellenmes seem- well :
w1th the,proposmon ,and will receivethe oﬁ'enders, ‘and, 1mmed1a.tely
on theiT being delivered over, institute & clear mvestlgatmn and mian-
it of the cage. . The early.departire of the stéamer *-* " pre-
ndlng you_a:translation of their. reply RS :the
ms clear: for* carrying ‘out’ your piirpose- of proceedmg
jow,:and there mstltutmg the preliminary trial. -~
On bein mformed of the time and place of said trial, I«am desu'ous
of smmunicating with: you again, prior -t0_that mvestlgatlon, and
shall glad should it comport with your. lans; if the’ organization-
of of mqmry be deferred till after the ma11 closes here,-v

i "'rder to the completeness of the archwes a8 respects the'; age of
th Ro'bert Bowne,”‘ I shall esteem 1t a favor 1f you w111 furmsh the .

EN:B. It isa rule wnth “th '. ""mese to adopt the sa.me tttle in replymg toa forergn oﬁeer
uthe one.claimed: by him in: ‘his dispatch ; ‘in the present msta.nce there isa depa.rt m

that rule.. iy
P PARKER, Tm’_‘_____ .
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legatlon, by return post thh a copy of the report of the & Sa.ra.--
to a’s’” late voyage to Amoy and Magicosima. - -
“have the honor :to rema.m, Sll', wrth hrgh respect, your very obe-'

d1entservant-': Ul
e e e PETER PARKER.,}_;‘_ :

L No 31 R
Mr Parker to ﬁommodore Aulzck

LEGATION or nm Umm) Smms,
C'vmton, June 18, ,18

' R J.-* You wxll observe my- commumcatlon of
the 14th. msta.nt is: acknowledged by his. excellency Pih;inhis.own
name and that of Seu, the imperial commxssmners, and is & stralght
forward acceptance of our proposmon : S
~‘From iy personal. acquaintance’ with hlS excellency Plh I have no
reason: to:doubt that what i is promlsed in- thelr excellenc1es reply w111
be fulﬁlled in-good | faith." . g A
s I am, sn', very truly, our*obedlent serva.nt
ey R PETER PARKER

Mr Parker to Mr Webster RO
]No 31] B LEeArm\r or THE Umrm) Smrm, :
T e - Canton, July 20,1852

Sm In my last dlsnatc'h the hope ‘was exgressed that ‘the case of
\the Robert. Bowne would be speedlly and satisfactorily settled. : v "
This “expectation . was based upon the" ‘apparent - cordlaht .-,and
stralght-forwardness with which their excellencies, Seu and’ Plh in
their communication of the 17th ultimo, acceded to the proposltlon to-
receive and try the plrates by the laws of Chlna
" You will easily conceive y: surprise on reeeng therr excellencle&
-dlspatch of ‘the 9th instant,  (enclosure No. 11,) to discover a most
flagrant. breach of -good. fa.rth on their part. The sworn: testimony of
eye witnesses to the murder and plracy that had been furnished ther,
ag -taken" before ‘the court of ‘i inquiry; had been set aside, and the
evidénce of ‘the seventeen pirates adopted, and they accordingly. Pro-—
nounced mnocent ‘and Captain: Bryson . censured as ¢ tyrannical;
beyond doubt:’* Aga.mst tﬁls course I have remonstrated in’ my:die=
‘patch of the 12th instant; (enclosure No. 12,) and shall use my firm
‘endeavors to obtain from the Chinese the fulfillment of their pledge
_wlren ‘they consented: to receive stuch pirates. A week hias now elapsed:
sitice the date of that dispatcli; and though an answer has been’called
for,. ¢ Yo.: 16,) as yet none has been received. - I ha.ve now the honor to
utransmt 'you the correspondence Telating to this case, (enclosures Nos
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14016, reserving the comments I wish to make for another oppor-

. /The salvage claimed by the surviving crew of ‘the Robert Bowné
_has'been decided by the method:adopted by underwriters, commercial
~houses, and ship owners, viz: by ar.ication; P.:S. Forbes; esq:,
United States consul, acting on the part of the government and the
- estate of Captain Bryson, and John Heard,esq.; on that of the salvers.
_They have awarded-the salvers one-fourth of ‘the proceeds of said ves-
‘sel, (vide enclogures No. 22 to 36 inclusive.) i

X have the honor to remain, sir, your most obedient servant, .
... <. . PETER PARKER.

" No.l.
[Extret1

 UNITED STATES STEAM-FRIGATE §

DI po¥ oo % % .. T'beg to inform you that Mr./P.
United States consul; at :my;x.egﬂiest» organized -a. court of . inquiry-on-
‘board;of -this ship, on'the.16th instant; compesed of himself;; Co
mander Walker, of the:Saratoga, and Mr. G.:R. Barry; purs his'
ship:. They have-made. a_full and clear, preliminary, investigationy/
‘having: taken the testimony-of the seamen of:the :ship.on:oath; and:

‘that of: the Chinese cook and boys, who.showed s friendly. disposition-

‘tothe crew, according to China.custom. - o fiis /i3 e
- .1'enclose herewith.a copy of:the report of.the court, with:a:

{(seventeen in number). :

f those who, it appesrs,

(seventeen in number). » Wl ere among the.prin--
cipal:actors in the Robert Bowne tragedy. These I shall either send;-
or fake in :this. ship,'to.-Whampoa, probably on- Monday next, to.be"
delivered over:to. the Chinese authorities. = The others; seventy-on¢, -
against’'whom no evidence of guilt appears, and who it seems probable’
sider innocent, and most of them being in a sickly and wretched con- -
dition, a sense of justice as well as humanity requires that they'should
be sent back to- Amoy; whence they were taken, as _reeommendédﬁb{f-i
the. consular:court. I intend, therefore,to dispatch the Saratoga with
them in a day or two, to set them at liberty there. . =~ . 0 .
r-..-fA‘:l‘i'reeab_ly;to“yonr request, I send you enclosed copies of Commander -
Walker’s reports of the late cruise of the Saratoga to' Amoy and the’
Magicosima islands in pursuit of the pirates, = -~ .

- Lam, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, '
_Commanding. United States Squadron,
© o 0w East India and, China séas.

passive observers of the:bloody: scene, we are bound to con-
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Mgh I"orbea United gtatez C’omulvandda Sptam g’alker frgmfezfs Statesi
3 baratoga, r.. Barry; United Staies Steam:frigate - Susque-
kmma, to O'mnmodore J.&. Zuzwk | .

Umm) Sum Smm-mum SUSQUEHANN’A, |
. " Hong Kong, June 17,1852
-‘ Sm In oomphance th he ‘request contained “in’ your ‘communi=
.cation of the 14th instant, I have convened a court, consxstmg of
‘myself, Commniander WﬂhamS ‘"Walker; of the United States shipSara-
~toga;'and Purser Garrett R. Barry, of the United States steam-frigate
-Susquehanna, which court ‘having. 1nvest1gated ‘the matter” of" the.,
murder and piracy committed ‘on:board the ' ship ‘“Robert Bowne,’
of New York report the following result of: thelr investigation :
The court make it part of their statement: that
they eommenoed the mvestlgatlon ‘with strong ‘prejudices’ agai t the:
‘Chinaman known asCalifornia’ Joe; derived ‘from reports in circula-
txon 8) ainst him'; but thet the tendency of the testimony is to scquit.
‘him of all ﬁartmpatlon in ‘the ‘murder and miitiny, and to account:
x,very natur Ly for the part - he subsequently acted,.and -which, in the
unanimous: opinion of the court, was ‘comp ulsory, as he was the only !
means'of communication between the mutineers and crew. ¥
\Wé annex the testimony-as’ taken -before the court, and also'*‘
‘ of the’eooliés ‘who:were identified as:among-the prmclpal actor:
‘pirag’ and‘murder,_and +who in'the’ Judgment of -the courtare-gn
-these > delivered over to:the Chinese authoriti
‘_ find’:sufficient evidence: agamst ‘the- Tema,
P e justify:their further: detentmn, an
that theybe ‘delivered: (a ' large portion’ of ther
~mleerable invalids) and. sent back: to:Amoy:
#Weare xespectfully; sir, your obedient s Srv%tb B

.:C'ommander U S ath Saratoga:
G0 fGABRETT.B BARR' :
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Umm S:runs Smm—mmma Susqumma . ipsg

: - Hong Kong, June. 17, 185

List of the coolies zdenttﬁed as among the principal -actors in’ the piracy
' and murder committed on board the sth “Robert Bowne,” and who
~in the Judgment qf the oom't ‘are guilty L e e

-_‘.'Jantlcklu, B ”",_*'1We1kee,

~Lohwoo,. " - -r-Chew-woo, -
.'leungha.e, - Jansoo, <.
~ Lohokan,. - "..Chewkee, ..

"_'Cha.nkent .T»'_Quatunhoo, RS
QChmgkoo, - Limbaw, .
~Sechie, - o _;.'-Khoten, L
j"Ungkaw, s G'rmchee . Tanlai, -

| _f_ P S FORBES

- 0. 8. 0'omml Ganton*-‘%}?"_
e W S WALKER, SN
C’ommander U. 8. Skip ¢ Samtoqa R
"GARRETT- B "BARRY, " .

SRR Purser U 8. 8teamrﬁ'zgate quuehan ‘_'
A true copy | A VAHDENEEUVIL
J AR - Captain’s C’lerk

Mr‘: Parker to the Okmese O'ommzsswners

o LEGATION oF THE. UerAms, e
SRR LV Canton, June:22, 1852.
Bms The undermgned charge d’aﬁ'aues ad.interim of the United
;States of America to Chma, has the honor to inform your.excellencies
_that.Commodore Aulick, commanding the United States’

yal forces
,.arrived at’ Whampoa yesterday,: having on ‘board the ﬂag-
‘shlp : Snsquehanna. ‘seventeen of fhe Chinese passengers who, by.s.
‘court of .inquiry consisting.of different officers, held on board the said
. ﬂag-shp on the 16th and 17th instant, were convicted as principals in:
-the:piracy coxmmtted on boa.rd the Umted States merchant vessel,
¢ Robert Bowne.”’ . :
“<The testimony: of the survyvmc Amencan seamen, a.nd sevex:al ‘Chl-;

: passengers. who-took no. part in-the affair, will.require: some;days
{o:translate; when it will -be duly forwarded.* In the meantime the.
) nndersxgne& addresses. .your: excellencies, and requests:that. PIo roffi-
ers:be-deputed:to receive said criminals from:on; 'oard the: g?:sqne-j
2 a;"’ a.nd. 4o take:themto.the: provmcxal: city.tobe:k ‘custody,
that on the'receipt:of the: testimony they.may: ‘be tried: -and :punished
agreeably to the law of China, as is most expedxent a.nd just..




The undersxgned avalls himself ‘of ‘the occasion to Eresent your exg-"z
cellencles the: comphments of the season, and. has the onor to remam,.
sus, your excellencles most obedlent servant e
e e : PETER PABKEB

No 10
N Mr Parker to the Ohmese Gommzsswners

LEGATION os 'nm Unmm STATES, "¢
RN o : Camton, July 8,1852.
Sms The underslgned charge d’aﬁ'arres ad inderiin of the Umted‘_-
*States of ‘America to- China, had the honor on. the 20th ultimo.to ad-:
“dress your excellencies relative to the seventeen pirates who murdered'
‘Captain: Bryson, first and: second - officers, and three’ seamen;: of ‘the
United States merchantman “Robert Bowne,“ whlch vessel the took:
f and plundered :
- In-that.disp atch the undersrgned forwarded the translatmns 0 he:‘
testimony o£ six.of the surviving seamen and four Chinese, -and’ re-
" quested your, excellencles, when the case was ﬁnally dlsposed ofy to
_mform him of the result.. S ¢ v
-Since-that date a period. of half a month has elapsed but no - infor-
'matron regarding the case has been received. S ‘
. The undersigned must. make a report of this: case to lus gover
‘by theoutgoing" ‘mail of this month. He ' therefore addres
“excellencies and’ especlally requests ‘an early reply, 1nfor_m_1n i)
the management of the siid seventeen pirates, that he'may repor
'-sax(zlle to° the government of the Umted States, as is most’ -expedi
van Just e . : R - :
- The: undersrgned 4avalls h1mself of thls opportumty to ‘renew fo-
your: excellencies the assurance of ‘his high regard, and ha.s the honor:
_"to‘remam, su's, your excellencxes obed1ent servant ‘ '

© NooIl S

HEEN FUN, 3d 'year 2d month 22d day, (July 9' 185

bcu, heredltary lord of the ﬁrlt grade, governor general of VO
"-Kwang provinces, ez officio a’ presrdent of the board of ‘war, minister
-and-commissioner of Ta Tsing empire, and Pih, by 1mper1a1 appoint~'
.ment & vice pre51dent of the-board: of war, : governor of : Hena__
;tamed (at“Canton) “inthe: charge ‘of the seals; have theLonors:
"aeknowledge the zeceipt of the: ‘honorable vice commissioner’s:di
‘of sthe:6th instant; which we have perused and fully understood
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We have’ exammed the case of rracy on board the merchantman
s ‘Robert Bowne,” and we, the minister and lieutenant. goveruo'r,:a ave
made thorough mqmry, ‘and find" it ‘to’ be the style of: thing' called.
buymg pigs, and is a subject” which we, the minister and-lientenant
governor; have lieretofore thoroughly understood and_ 1t '€
sary- ‘to-multi ly ‘discussions’ upon it. LT :

Among ‘the seventeen -culprits Chm-trh—le (Tantakle)- ‘and “others
dehvered us-on: a former occasion, was one- Loo-too-gan slightly ac--
qua.lnted with the Cour:dislect, and we recently received ‘a report ‘of
their’ testlmony from the ) prefect ‘who ‘examined "them under torture,.
and this is‘arranged in order like a dra.gram, and seems credlble a.nd_.
very. remote from: the facts stated in your dispatch: e
testimony appended fo your dispatch of the '24th’ ultimo,’ th Te was.
the testimony of ‘one. Grllbreth that about two hundred Chinese had
their ‘tails: cut off, and in ‘the. testlmony of ‘Wiley that ‘there” Wwere
Chinese whose: ta.lls had" produced Jinsects, vermm,) and therefore
they cut them off; &c., which is still more ludicrous. We have never
seen‘a. Chinese;, who, ‘on accotint of ‘vermin;, cut off hrs tail ; moreover,
by the established laws of Chma, to cut off the tail is" the ‘same g8 to-
cut 'off the head, and’ thus it is manifest ‘the said. ca.ptam was, tyra.nm-‘
cal -beyond doubt ‘and ‘we now enclose the: testrmony of each 'of the
‘criminals for. your serusal; and certamly you must at once. perceive.
thrsto be the case, (p Viz: that the captain was tyrannical.).: The honor-
able vice commissioner has hitherto been commended for mtelhgenoe, ‘
‘and dehght in' doing virtuous deeds, and ‘we_ accordlngly endeavor to.
-congider that these seventeen men are without any one in the shghtest_
degree to confront them, and without :the slightest, evidence against
th‘ ‘and seeing they have been- cruelly tréated, a.nd still more, have.
amined under torture;:and being mnocent ‘8. 11; ‘feasonable to
1em to' a.cknowlev.lg='a they are’ gullty° Apyealmg to'the heart:
ve rest satisfied in 8o 2oing? " The said crimingls are natives of
Fovineé ‘of Fuh Kem, and at-Canton there i8'no'man to confront
-"We have only on the one hand to return them to their native
'place, and deliver them over to the local authorities of said. 'place for:
clear'investigation, and on- the other hand to ‘searchfor" andf_' rrest
‘each of those whoare testified to be the head’ swindlérs, and rigorously
to'manage s them; which will’ answer. 8 réquisite we niake'this’ '

ply,
‘and avail ourselves of the occasion ‘to- ‘present od comphment’ipgd
E egards &e: Appended is-a copyof the testimony. - .
Tbe fo' goi. ooinmumcatron 18 addressed to: Pete._Park 5

Y It a.ppears tha.t TLioo Fnh Gan testrﬁed a8 fbllow Tt
d:stnct of Yung Sing, in the province. of Tuh Keén ;,‘:aoe, 21, “H
‘erto” I was'resided at Amoy, as'a'¢ook in. the ‘custom-house; and o on
the 9th of March, of the present year, an arch swmdler, whom "hd
former]y known,” ,Tsang Akwie,. recommended” e “to” the - Americs
ship as a hired laborer;
lars-per month. * Now Chin-Ticklé and others, who together have by
brought to court, Lave- all-been, first-and ecommended by arch
swmdlers to the ~.11p where ‘we were I “the;
thé ship, in all four hundred and’ seventy-ﬁve ‘men’.

......

and it wasagreed that I'should have four dof-




!l‘he Amerloans appomted me, a.nd three others belongm to the shl )y
whose ‘names’and surnames were unknownto me, cooks. In the shlp 8
hold there - was nothing ‘but fuel, rice, and candles. After .embarking,
the Americans gave to each of the men in the" hold a written agree-
ment, selling themselves, and if they did not sign (receive) it they
were ﬂogged ‘Then it was I, with all the rest, began to understand
that we had’ been deceived by the arch swmdlers, and had no alterna-
txve ‘but to. be forced to sign-.the ‘agreement, ‘Subsequently, on'ar-
riving at the offing of Loo Choo, the Americans, of a sudden;’ took us,
one by one, on deck, and cut off our tails. : Among us. there.were
some ten and more men lying down sick and unable to move, and:at
that time they either beat them to death or threw them into the sea;
and we seeing. this, became terrified; and raised ‘a great-clamor. and
commotion; and the captain became ‘greatly alarmed and dove into
the water and fled; and the sailors ascended aloft to avoid harm:and
1, with all:the rest, being unaccustomed to- navigation;:. called ‘and
ordered each of the qmen aloft to- come down and take the. shlp to'an
island, where we landed' and ‘concealed ourselves upon the island.
The Loo Chooans examined us and- 1nqu1red the circumstances. of our
visit; and I and the rest of the men falsely: said the sh1p was lea.kmg
and had _come there to repair. - The Loo Chooans ¢ dally _gave: us rice
to eat.  We did not think the island was surrounded on 1ts four sules
_by the' sea, and that there was no.way to escapé: :

“Ten.days and. more having ela. sed, the Amerw:ms who he.d re-
tnrned ‘brought“a; man-oﬁ-war, ch sailed along the island:and
opened her ‘cannon u]linn us,’ and ‘amid thunder of the cannon, there
or:four hundred were killed; and with ‘Chin-tik-le, and: others,: -whoge
names are unknown to me, altggether seventy and more men, behold-
ing this. slaughter, were terrified and dared not conceal ourselves; and
were imprisoned down, in the original ship, (*‘ Robert ‘Bowne,”’). ‘which
returned to Hong Kong - Afterwards’ they took me, and Chin-tik-le,
an‘

thers,. and sent us to the officers for trial; besides, there were

uths and sick: person"
tnrnedto Amoy. "
.Chir -t1k-le truly"have been deeelved by the arch swi dlers.
we, have, not received from the Americans the price of:

,-nei: ”h_ave we killed: the' Americans, or. plundered' -es

ncan shly of money or cargo; - This is the xiuth. . N

C'nm-tlk-le testified that he belongs to -Amoy, in the provmee of
J uh Keen;; is: 28, years. old; and that he was entxced on-. boa.rd the
Amenca.n sh1p by an arch swmdler, Le Yew. -

: Chew Yu testified-that he is an Amoy man, 18- years old a.nd was
entlced on board the American ship by an arch swindler; Lm Pik-.

eC('{:aéxég Hae testxﬁed that he belongs to. the dlstnct of Tung Giin;
ag ‘ A s g
~Loo. Yew testlﬁed that he belongs to the dxstnct of Haé . Cheng,
ageﬁ o . E o

Ko. . Tee testlﬁed that he belo géd to the dlstnct of Hae Cheng'
‘age, 35 and, with. Chang Hae and Loo Yew, were entlced »‘on"boar_d
the American. ship by the arch swindler, Keang:Lin:: .~ .

Tin King Chan testified that. he belongs tothe district.of Lung, Ke;

:.‘-several tens, whom, I hear, have _bee

,xs




160 snnvn AND coonm TBADE, . oo

.;,-._.'q Ll e .a,,.\, e

' age, 2o and was mvergled on board the Amencan shlp by the archx
swmdler, Chin Heen." @ o TR
' Kwang Hin. testlﬁed that he belongs to the dlstnct of Yung Smg,

: age, 19; and was entered on board the Amencan sh1p by the arch :

. swmdler, Chin-aboo. '

.- Chin Lae ' testified that he belongs to the d1str1ct of J ung Gan, _
'-,age, 33; and was entlced on board- the Amerlcan shlp by the arch
g swmdler, ‘Woo Pei. .
~Tsae Leang Ring testlﬁed that he belongs to the d1stnct of J ung.
Gan age, 29; and was ent1ced on board the Amerlcan sh1p by thet
arch swmdler, Pih Paon. - .
- Kwang Ren testified that he belongs to the dxstnct of J ein" Keang :
age, 18; and was' entlced on board the Amerlcan sh:p by the arch
swmdler, Keang Seen. - '
Le Fuh testlﬁed that he belongs to the dlstnct of Ju ung Gan age, .

-, 19 and' was entered ' on ‘board the Amencan shlp by the arch ‘
_ swmdler, Kwang Aking. | »
‘Le Haé testified that he belongs to the d1str1ct of Lung Ke age, 23 :
'_and was’ entrced on board the Amencan shrp by the arch swmdler,',
, Way Kwei.
. Chwang Ke. testlﬁed that he belongs to' the drstrlct of J ung Gan,?
-age, 37; and was entrced on board the Amerlcan shlp by the arch.
. swmdler, ‘Wookwei. '
" 'Wei Jeen testified that he belongs to the dlstnct of Nan Tsmg ; age, ﬂ
) 35 aré(}l was entlced on board the Amencan shrp by the arch swmdler,;
ing, 3

_ Chewkee testrﬁed that he belongs to the d1str1ct of. N an Tsm g 5 age, _
19 _and was enticed on board the American ship by the arch swmdler,
whose surname he does not know, but whose name is Akoo,-- .~ .
"-” Chin Tsava testified that he belongs to the district of Lung: Ke 5 age, g
'29; and was entlced on board the Amencan shxp by the arch swmdler”.
, Han Ching. o -
These all eorroborate the testlmony of Loo Fuh Gan R

o No 12 | ER
'- ': Mr ParLer to Seu and Peh (Jmnmwszoners, &c

LEGATION or THE Umm) SrAms,
o R SRR . Canton, July 12, 1852.%:
2 Sms The unders1gned charge d’aﬂ'aues ad interim of the Unitéd’
- States of America to-China, has the -honor:to- acknowledge the' recelpt:
-of your excellencies’ dispatch of ‘the 9th instant,-and on" perusing it-
was utterly ‘astonished: at the breach of good falth it ‘containe f)rl?
ginally the pirates.who: murdered Captain Bryson and:othefs upon’ the
f lgugh seas, and took possession ‘of the ¢¢ Robert Bowne’- and
her;:were.amenable to the laws of the-United States, but"'"
“the’asssurance.of your excellencies that you were‘willing 45"
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.said pirates, and would try a.nd pumsh them accordmg to the laws of l
| Chma, the rlght of the United States in this instance was wa.lved

- The undersugned is well aware that by the la.ws of Chma pu'acy 1s"
a ‘capital offence. -

- By the court of mqmry held on board the Umted States steam
frigate ‘“Susquehanna,’’. conswtmg of “three officers of the" United-
: States, P.S. Forbes, esq:; United States consul, Captain Walker, of
“the United States’ sloop ¢ Saratoo'a,” and G. R. Ba.rry, esq.,an officer

of the. “Susquehanna, .out of seventy and more of the passengers,’
“seventeen men were found guilty of murdering the captam and’ others
~with their own hands,’ accordlno' to the testlmony of six of the sur-
viving crew and-four Chinese; eye-mtnesses of the bloody deed, Whlch :

‘evidence wrs translated and forwarded to your excellencies. = . -

. Now it appears: that your excellencies have examined this. case ot‘

plracy and find it to be ‘“ the style of thing called buying plvs, > and.
the sworn testimony of Gilbreth and YVlley to be ludlcrous More-

“over, your excellencies have received the testlmony of the seventeen.
‘men condemned by the court. of i inquiry as pirates, which, with-slight
‘exception, as-can-be easily proved, is false throughout, and upon the
‘evidence of these pirates denounce Captain Bryson, who i ig-well known
‘to be a kind and humaneé man, s ““tyrannical beyond doubt.’ oo

- If 'your excellencies will re—examme the testimony which has been :

translated and forwarded, you will find that this. case of piracy was
premeditated before the vessel left Amoy; that there were but four_
hundred and ten passengers, and not four hundred and seventy-five ;

-that it was from regard to the cleanliness and health, which was very.
| necessary on a long voyage, the tails were cut off ;. that many volun-
‘tarily requested it “to be done ; that the captain d1d not dive into'the’
~water and’ flee, but was murdered and his body brutally mutilated
-after he was dead, and then by the pirates thrown overbroad; his offi-
‘cers and three men were also murdered, the ship taken possession, of
‘and plundered and that these men have been confronted both by the-
‘surviving crew and- by innocent Chinese witnesses. How then can it.
“be said" b they are without any one in the slightest degree to. confront
‘them, and are without the slightest ev1dence against them?"™

‘The undersigned has the oﬁiclal Teport of the United States sloopf
R Saratoga'.',” that went to the island Pachuncrsun, and not agun was.
-fired; not a man killed by her. "~ " - -
2 As to these men being forced to SIgn a deed down in the hold of thef
_vessel selling their persons, your excellencies need but toexamine
one.of these original contracts, taken before the United States consul
‘at Amioy before they em'barked heremth transmltted to percelve the

utter falsity of the assertion. . e
 Your excellencies state that these men are natlves of' Fuh Kem, and"-
at Canton there are none to confront. them, and you have only to’re-.-_
turn them to-their native place, &e. " 2
When these: men were delivered -over to. the custody of *he localf
aut’honty at.Amoy, the United States consul reported to the under-
‘signed that:the looal ‘authorities .there had not the power totry and
‘punish’for .capital ‘offences; therefore ‘the ﬂa.g-shlp ¢ Susquehanna®
_proceeded: thather, and brought them to Canton now to send them
Ex: Doc. 99——T11-
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,lsaack to Amoy, mll be tnﬂmg wzth the government of the Umted
States,

It seldom oéeurs in a case of prraoy that the evrdence convrctmg the
pn'ates is so conclusive as in the present instange, but if your excellen-
cies still entertain doubt of the guilt of the said seventeen pirates, the
undersigned - is willing; according to-the 24th ‘article of treaty, that
‘a. court be held on board the ﬂag—shlp at Whampoa, consisting of offi-
cers of both governments, and there in the presence of both to confront
said pn'a.tes by the surviving crew and: several innocent Chmese pas-
‘sengers, which will be most just and proper. - .

‘That the seventeen men are guilty of piracy there is not the sha.dow
‘of a doubt, and Justice and the common good of mankind require that
the. murderers be capitally pumshed— and the government of the Um-‘
ted States will not be satisfied till it is so done.: 3

Ttis earnestly hoped tha.t thls case ma.y be early reported as ﬁnally.
d1s sed of.

he undermgned has the Iionor to Temew to your excellencres the
assurances of hrs respects, and remams s slrs, your excellencles obe-

dlent serva.nt
N PETER PARKER

No 12

ﬂanslatwn qf an ongmal contra,g between C’aptam Bryson and O’km

Now, the undermentxoned contra.ctmg partles, viz: Chm Suy,
Chmese, and Wanna.eshun, (Bryson,) for and on behalf of - :
‘Delonging to- Californis, in the United: States of - Amenca, have to- :
gether agreed, on the exghteenth day of the third month;:in the year
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ﬁﬁ:y-two, tha.t the said
Chin Suy is willing to serve and labor for ———————; on whose -
‘eount Bryson makes this agreement, or for‘any party who— —
1may appoint t to control his affairs,as shepherd; laborer, or whatever :
capacity may “be required in the State of California, for'a térm:of five -
years. And the said Chin Suy hereby states his:readiness to- obey, ‘
every respect any the orders or directions' which he may at- any-
time receive elther from ————; or ‘from ‘any party ‘nominsted
by ~————; or. by Bryson, to .Inanage ~his aﬁ'alrs “And- Bryson _
‘hereby agrees, on"the part of the said ——- tha.t Chin Suy .
"ghall receive wa.ges at the rate of three-dollars er “month; which
shall be paid him at-the close of each quarter ;.and that: payment of -
“wages to Chin_ ‘Suy, at this rate, shall. commence ‘from the beginning -
of his service in said State. -Bryson. also undertakes to pronde :Chin -
Suy wrth a glood sleeping place, and with food. equal in-quality to-
_such as is ordinarily eaten by ‘workmen in China.: - (Ghm Suy?)-also-
“agrees to repay; by means of four' eqnal quarterly’ instalmients; to
‘be deducted fromhis wages; the sum-of six dollars, which has been -
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adva.nced to h1m by Bryson, or by the party on whose account B_“j:»
makes this agreement. And as words alone furnish no. proof of the
above. agreement havmg been duly contracted, this deed has" been
executed in’ duphca.te, each of the contractmg partles keeplng
°°PY | '

W1tnesses to the sxgnatures a.nd payment of the money

Consulate of Umted Sta*es of Amenca, at- Amoy, Chlno
L s, I “ PE-TE-LEE, (Bradley )
_-[ ] R WAN-NAE—S UN (Bryson

’Ims °1ghteenth dav of the th1rd month 1n the year of Our, Lord
_ ne thovsand elght hundred and ﬁftv—two o

No 15
Intervzew wzth Howqua, July 15 1852

At an early hour thxs mormng, Howqua. sent his. card proposmg to.
call on me at 12 o’clock.. T immediately sent my card, statmg that if
the object of his call was a friendly one, on such occasion I am- always
happy to see him; but if it related to public business, now in the
‘hands of the oﬁicers of the two governments, T could not see him ; he
returned word that it was private and friendly.. : ,

At a little past twelve he came, and, after the usual salutatlon he‘
observed that ordinarily he should not -speak upon the’ subjec; oW
pending between the two. ‘governments. - But there was a fe "
upon which; at.the mstance of his excellency Pih, he wis
with.me, and, perceiving he was dlsposed to hsten to the.

2, I entered. very fully into its merits.

- At his, request 1 showed him my dlspatch to thelr,,exce :
the 14th J: une, proposing to waive the right of the United Sta 8
to hand. the, pirates:over to. ‘them, &c... I remarked th
the.Jaws of China,piracy was a capital offence ; this he mif
great readinese; the seventeen men are convxcted ‘by unequivocal evi-
ldence, and. ‘must. ‘be decapitated.. - He inquired if the seventy | ‘men had
been retu: aed, &e.?, . If the four witnesses were included in th
1 thought- on,e,.‘_of them, but.could not be osmve but that.t
belonged o the ship, as they.were cooks. He' sald Pih wis .
posed.. | -decaprta.tmg them, but they will ot confess their gm'lt i
this I replied that of course. they would not’; that men
will, lie;; 5 8 and. supposed a.case in which he: a.nd the - commo
governor - were' eye-mtnesses toa murder, if this thness ‘woul
sufficient. without: .the sonfessron of the murder? _To this. he
8ay. notlnng " ek
He remarked there was. no precedent for the tnal accord]
24th article of. the treaty, - repli cas
sent has arigen since the' trea.ty I admr tted th -article o ;’" i
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'temn‘:...eu ‘ f‘lvhter cases, but was wﬂhng to conftont 1t 1n tlus, as at
wes “most’ proper and just." =

. He asked if the four Chmamen mi ght be a.va.lled of to confront the
‘Seventeen men? . On board the flag-ship, I rephed but. could. not de-
Tiver them up. Wh 2" Because the seventeen men must know their
evidence convicts them, a.nd w111 be an 0'ry towards them, and endea.vor
to. involve them. . =
" The force of this obJectlon he seemed to apprecxate He a.t length
asked ‘what was best to be done? = -

“The first best plan is for his excellency, Plh to re-exatnine the
"ewdence, to’ aclm1t the fals1ty of that of the seventeen pirates, and the
-validity of the six seamen and four Chinese, and condemn and exe-
‘cute the seventeen men at once—if to-morrow, so much the better for
‘both. governments—a.nd added, emphatma.lly, the United States gov-
.ernment would persist till they are executed.  That to liberate : them
would be to afford them opportunity of comnnttmg other piracies, and
would be like letting tigers loose to destroy the people. . To this, he
remarked, they are orwmally bad men! Yes, beyond doubt.- He
adverted to returning thenrto Amoy, This T strongly protested tor
the reason set forth i in'my. dlspa.t(:h of the 19th instant, . e
. "The. second best course would be, to hold & mixed Gourt on board
_the ¢ Susquehanna, if their excellencies are not satisfied ;. but. that
mylown covernment is. 1mmovab1y settled in the conv1ct10n of theu'
gul 1 . - o
"These two measures were reported to hlm before he left A :
: In the course of . the interview, I remarked that. justice.. should be
-‘th ;aim of both governments. . That if T thought. the men. ‘innocent
and Pih thouvht them ouﬂtv, I would use all my influénce to have
them é,cqultted T also assuled ‘him the commodore, the consul and
one.. acquamted with the sub,;ect ‘took  the.same. view as. I ‘had
_their gullt and desert. Also informed him I had. taken
o have more of the guilty men at Pa-chung-san. anfested
3 government would not deal justly by these, tha.t th' Y. m_ ?
‘ the United States for trial and’ punishment. : :
“"The’ interview was very frlendly and satisfactory,: and under the.;
;cxr umstances, may be admxss1ble, havmg protested th of

nterference
SCRERFEIES PETER BARKEB‘

Mr pmker to Mr Webster '
[Extract]

LEGA'I‘ION on mz Unmm Smm, '
kR o e -Ganton, August 19,. 1852

‘ Sm It becomes my duty to mform the department that I’ have-_
-pursued the case of the unfortunate *“Robert Bowne’’ so far as.is prac-
‘ticable or expedxent to do by carrespondence, and now refer’ the: sub-.
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ject'to the superior wisdom' and pleasure of the home governmént.
“(Enclosures 1 to 13 relate more or less directly to this case.) . =~
- My proposition' for & joint. trial'on board the'flag-ship at " Wham-
poa (vide dispatch. No. 31, enclosure' No. 12) ‘having been déclined;
“(enclosure No. 1,) the four Chinese witnesses were delivered up; & pe--
_tition to that effect having been presented me by eighty-four Fihkiin -
‘men, (No. 2,) at the same time offering to produce the surviving-
‘sailors, (enolosure No. 3.)° To this their excellencies paid no'regard;
“but proceeded to confront the seventeen men by the Chinese Witnesses
‘alone, and reported that, accordingly, only one ¢riminal, Sooyew, had
‘been found guilty; a second had died in prison, and the remaining:
fifteen declared innocent, (No. 6.)~ Against this exclusion of impor-
_tant-testimony, I remonstrated and insisted upon the evidence of:the
sailors being- taken, . (No. 79 ' This was also refused, on the ground
‘that there was no precedent for it, (No.-9.) The tenor of this dispatch
is highly exceptionable, even more so in the Chinese than in the trans-
‘lation, and called - for the decided tone adopted in my rejoinder, (No.
11,) to which I particularly -reqitest” your attention ; and in whichT.
have shown that there exists a precedent for the course I had proposed,”
briefly recapitulated the important points in the case, alluded to the
‘necessity of equity and justice on the part of both governments, inti-
mated that the government of the United States will hereafter execute
‘its own laws, in cases of piracies on thé high seas that come under its"
jurisdiction; and that it only remains to resume the discussion of this
case with the jmperial court, and to :look to his Majesty the emperor
for the justice which-his excellency Governor Pili Kwei has refused.. - -
"I beg, réspectfully, to suggest the expediency of a direct communi-
ca.__tion,_:f_r.qu&e-l’._te'sident'-of:’the‘.Unitéd_S_tates to the Emperor-of China,
-agreeably to the provisions of the:31st article of treaty, containin,
exposé of the mal-administration of the officers with whom we have lisd’
correspondence’; their failure; in repeated instances, to grant the fall’
provisions of the reaty, at the samo time availing of the opportunity’
to*present this recent instance of breach of good faith, on the part of.
.animperial -officer, in-a case in which" the lives of our:

‘have been'sacrificed by subjects of China. . - -~ -7 T ETEIEALE
_ The' necessity of this measure will be further illustrated by corres-
‘pondence:I shall soon -have occasion to transmit you relafi the'

spirit aridconduct of the local authorities at Fiih- Chow. .
. Enclosures. .~ * . *" relate to the sale of the ‘‘ Robert Bowne’’ .
on theé 24th July. From the report of Mr. Bradley, it appears that
said'vessels and stores sold for $8,372 09, and that the nett proceeds
are 6,082 1. . et e TR T
. 'With-sentiments of esteem and distinguished consideration, I have :
‘the honor to remain, sir, your most'obedient servant, - - - o

"PETER PARKER.
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.- Seu; imperial hrgh commlsswner, &c "Pih, governor of Honan, &e.,
have the honor. to acknowledge the’ recelpt of ' the honorable vice
commissioner’s two dispatches of the 12th and 19th msta.nt both of ‘
whlch ‘we have perused and fully understand. -

“We have examined the d1spa.tch of the 12th mstant wIneh quotes
the 14th article of the treaty which' relates to the transhlpment of .
goods" &c., and must ha.ve been erroneously quoted L

In the 21st article it is contained: -
“*Subjects of China who may be gurlty of a.ny onmma.l a.ct towards
oltlzens of the United States, shall be arrested and punished by the
‘Chiinese authorities according to the laws of China, and citizens of the
United States who may commit any crime in China, shall be subject
to.be_tried and punished only by the consul or other public function-
ary of the United States, " thereto authonzed aceordmg to the la.wsof
the.;Umted States AN .

*The. 24th ‘article provrdes, tha.t « controversles between cmzens of
the .United States snd subjects of China, which cannot be axmcably
settl :._\'othemse, shall ‘be examined and decided’ conformably to jus-
egrmt y by the public officers of ‘the’ two nations acting:in con-
, &¢:,”” and there is. nothmg expressing meetmg together for
dicial trial, and it is rather difficult to manage accordingly.

- -As'to the seventeen men who have been sent to us, deputed oﬁcers
“have. séveral times; with- speclal rigor, examined them under torture,
‘and all theﬂlr testlmony coincides. 'We, the minister and-; governor,
hive again.and’ again consulted: what to do, and have-doubts upon four
oints, and ‘there are three thmgs difficult to perform, and seein we
fhe' WO na.tlons) are. a.t amlty, 1t 18 1mposs1ble not to express the
with true sincerity. i
7.1..1t is stated in’ the dlspatch tha.t there wer_e 410 Chmese af, the
'tog,ether oommrtted the murder; the number of the } _Tnen,
: ”t_her, ‘was .great, and’ certamly their hands must Have'been ex-
cessrvely occupied, iand their feet in &’ ‘state of confusion, Bllrng the
vessel with their cla.morous noise, Is it posslble';to distinguish éach
J early, and be able to_say these seventeen me' wer"f 1 egnnrder—
This js one point of doubt. ‘
ted 1n the dispatch that the 410 men Jomtly commltted
If \the whole number were hrought up together, then
Were manifestly among them, and it woufld not_'ﬁe diffi-
water to flow off and the rock to appear,.(thatis, o deter-
.). Now, to exclude 393, without questioning them,

e

and _poin them out as murderers,’ ut the
'thout wrtnesses _"This is & secon |

2. L1
ro§rty plundered' an

3. The dxsp_atch ‘states there are’ four Ch.mese withes
nght and proper. tha.t'these and the seventeen men be sent @
for_the convenier ronting and.gudgmg the 0} 0n-
ceal and 1g the seventeen offe
any to conf ont them, the ‘disputed” oﬁcers cannot, in thehxghest de-
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‘gree, torture and force them to confess thelr gmlt '.l‘h1s 1s a thrrd’
- point of doubt. N
4. It has been stated in the drspa.tch that there are four Chmese
‘witnesses. - Then it_is'manifestly necessary carefully and specially to
“ mterrogate them Now their names and surnames are altogether un-
-_kno;vn, whrch is very unreasona.ble “And thls is a fourth pomt of
-dou t ‘ '
S Chma manages cases, (in this way,) one man is beheaded ‘an-
: other is banished ; but in ®ach case there must be the testrmony and
the confession of the accused, and witnesses to confront them, and the
strict truth-be discovered, and. & list of the crimes mmutel{lwnttenﬂ
‘down, and a dispatch addressed to the criminal board, (at Pekin,) and
‘the slightest doubt and - flaw, and erroneously to exclude what should
‘be inserted, and to include what should be excluded, in a high degree
: provokes the grave deliberation (of the criminal boa.rd) upon. the‘--
~offence. I, the great minister and commander-in-chief of the army in-
‘ Kwang-se, and I, the governor, in: his stea.d manage the seals, and.
‘how can I presume;, while the subject ia r- & yet clear, to. drspose of the
~case?: I should personally provoke. the srave dehberatron, (of the“
-criminal board.) -~ This is one thing dlﬁ‘lcuu w0 perform. - B
2. The: said ‘seventeen offenders tai sd~entage of there bemg no
“one to confront them, and, being the true micderers, they would not
‘be willing to- confess it a.nd if rigorousiy. ezsmined under torture Hill.
they die, and before the ev1dence is established, they are in the mean-
‘time punished -to death.  Now, would it not be to sin. a.ga.mst the
~good will of heaven .and vlola.te my conscience. Thls 1s the second.
‘thing difficult to perform. . . --
8. On the 19th Jinstant, from the two dlstncts of Changchew andf___
Chaon Chow, in the province of Fuh Kéin, Foo Yun én'and others
jholdlng official rank; eighty and more persons signing. the etrtron, :
petitioned me not to retu.rn the seventéen men to %nh Kem, but ‘Tib-
‘erate them here, and Teguested -to become their sureties. I’ have not
.yet replied: to their petition, and if the honorable vice commissioner-
,will send’ these four Chinese. witnesses, there is no- objection to insti-
‘tuting another trial, and  for Jboth innocent and gurlty, (hterally the.f
junsubstantlal and real) there is an established law, -
.., I:maKe this agreement. for ttree days; if by the 98th mstant they[_
do- not. ‘come, I have only to take the sa.rd offenders, and under e
straint, send them back to the.local officérs of said place, carefullyto-
try: them Moreovcr, -I-am’ not willing through favor to. sdmit
‘them to° ‘bail. I, the. governor, have received from heaven an upng’ht.__
‘and. gmleless drsposrtlon, and can face heaven and earth, and how:can -
I on account of ever being at amity, felsely condemn and put to: death ‘_
innocent subjects. ' Tlis is a thind thing difficult to perform. .
nese ‘and’ forergners, alike, : possess a huamn_heart, and [ to’ one_ po
smg knowledge ‘who peruses this, it must be plam '
requisite, we make this reply, and a.varl ourselves of the occasron ,
'Bhesent the comphments of -the season. ' :
e oregomg communication is addressed to- Peter Parker, cha.rgé_"_
affaires ad inferim of the United States of America to Ohma ‘
Km ‘SuNe, 2d year 6th month 5th day, (July 21, 1852.) -
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" . ¢Iga respectful statement’’ of Yunguen and some eighty Chinese:
-fo Mr. Parker, chargé, &c., that the seventeen be liberated on their
‘sécurity ; and that the four witnesses:be sent on and a new trial had.
" Merchants holding official rank of the department of Chang Chow.
‘and Tsuen Chow, in-the province of Fiih Keen.—(Here follow eighty-
‘four Chinese names.) . o0l
- Dated 22d July, 1852, at Canton. * = | B

S - o N03 _

. Is a memorandum by Mr. Parker of the reception of No. 2, from
¢ twenty or thirty of the signers, apparently respectable men ;’’: and
“that'through his Chinese secretary he sent them word ¢¢ that full jus-
tice shall be done, so far as I am concerned.”” .~ * ~ * With this
~verbal reply they are said to have expressed themselves well satisfied,
‘remarking ‘“‘that’it was just and proper.” -~

- M. Parker to Seu and Pih, Commissioners, &é. -

o , " LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, . -
Lo oo Canton, July 22,1852,
. Sumé: The undersigned, chargé d’affaires ad interim of the United
‘States of America to China, has the honor to be in receipt of your
“excelléncies’ dispatch of the 21st instant, which’he has perused and
fully understands. .~ o

At -an - early date the undersigned will reply to it in full, in the
_meantime he has examined and finds that China manages cases in this
-manner, ‘“one man is beheaded, another is banished, but in'each case

there must be the testimony and the confession of the accused; and
‘witnesses to confront them, and the strict truth be discovered,”” &c. -

~With the exception of ‘the testimony and “the confession of the.ac-.
.cnsed, this he regards as just and proper. ... - . o s

"Bt 4s.stated in the dispatch that if the four Chinese witnesses are

- produced, there is no objection to instituting another trial. - .. .
- The undersigned has this day received a petition from Foo Yunguen.

sad others, eighty and more men, natives-of Changchow in the prov-
ince of Fih Keen, persons holding official rank, now trading at Can-
‘ton, earnestly prayingthat the Chinese witnesses may be -delivered.
~over.to the imperial commissioners for:the purpose of-again instituting
& clear trial-and confronting the seventeen men, &c." . o
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The underslgned ha.s conf'erred mth Commodore Auhck in whose
'charge said witnesses are, and he is wxlhno' to dehver them overfrom
_the flag-ship, now ui Whampoa., and enclosed is an order to the offieer
-in charge to that effect. - Your excellencies may depute a proper oﬁ-
“cer to, proceed thither 1mmed1a.tely and receive them. )
. The desire of the undersigned is to furnish your excellencles all the :

evrdence in this case for removing doubts and arriving at the strict
‘truth ; therefore, if  your excellencies wish the surviving crew of*the
“«Robert Bowne,” also to confront the seventeen men, those of them'
who are now at Hong Kong shall be summoned to Canton without
delay, on-receiving your excellencies’ wish to that.effect, to confront :
the said men elther in the CIty or els«where, as your excellenc1es may
-appoint, o ~
"~ The undersxgned throughout has only desxred that the saxd oﬁ'end- ‘
grs may be fau'ly and Justly tned and pumshed accordmg to thelr
-deserts. . ‘
As'to the Chmese mtnesses, the cook Cheyen, and his two mates, :
it may be'said they saved the lives of the surviving seamen.- Had:
they not fortunately prevented the pirates at the time of the murder‘_'
“fromkilling all the sailors, it is to be apprehended the vessel had.
foundered in the gale, and not one Chinese or foreigner escaped alive:”
The -undersigned,. therefore, as behoves him, bespeaks for these’ four -
‘men kind treatment, and that your excellencies will excuse them from'
‘being examined under torture, and after the tnal to restore them,
safely to this legation. - :

The undersigned. avails hlmself of thls occasion to present to. your ‘

,exoellencles the comphments of the season, and has the honor to re-j-
marn, s1rs, your excellencles obedlent servant :
‘_ . PETBR PARKER

o No4 |
Mr Parkerto Seu and ch COmmwswnera, cf:c Rt

- , o N [Extract]

Lneurou or THE Umnn Srums i
L e - Canton, July 27, 1852 L
‘ SIRa The undersrgned * % reply i in full toyour excellencles *
'commumcatlon of the-21st instant. * - . the -24th article of
treaty is the one qnoted and not the 14th as was erroneously ‘written’
‘in the Chinese translation, * * .* * ¥ nelther does any artlcle
of the treaty provide for piracies on- the high seas.  * * % ¥ % %
The dispatch speaks of excluding three hundred and mnety—three men,
‘whereas only about-one hundred of the. passengers have been arrested;:
and but about seventy were returned to Amoy. ~As to concealing the
four Chinese witnesses there has been nosuch thing. " As to the names*
* *..being unknown, these were with special care taken bythe court’
of inquiry * * * and written down-according to the pronuncis~
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tlon in the Fiih Keen dxalect, whlch dlﬂ‘ers mdely from the court dia-
lect pronunciation.  * * . Asto the confession of the murderer being
reqmred this is pecuhar to the laws.of China, by the laws of other
nations * * * when by unequivocal evidence *. gmlt is esta.b---
lighied, the conféssion is of no importance. . * *' *-

“The undersigned will be perfectly satisfied with the due pumshment'
of the pirates who have imbrued their hands in the blood of his:coun-
trymen, and repeats that the government of the Umted States wxll not
'be sa.tlsﬁed tlll thisis aeoomphshed _ . R

Your excellenc1es obed1ent servant T
o PETER; PARKER.

77_1 '_'."No._j_f_'qi. o

Seu, 1mpena.l hlgh commlssmner, &c a.nd Plh, governor of Honan,
‘&c., had the ‘honor on the 29th ultlmo to receive the honorable vice
‘commissioner’s dlspatch of the 27th ultlmo, whlch we have perused-.
a.nd fally understand.. :

"'We have examined . respectmg the four mtnesses, Seahng, Nuow,'
did’ othiérs who have been ‘sent, and find that at the time we imme-
diately appointed the acting provmolal judge, together with the:pre-
fect, to question’ them in person, first the prefect ‘and afterwards.the
Judge. and according to their. testlmony, in every particular, the strict
‘truth is ascertdined without doubt." The testimony of the four wit-
‘nesses is“appended, upon-a separate paper, foryour persual: - “The
‘criminal Sooyen, thereln mentioned, as is right, is conﬁned in prison,
to be: punished" accordmg to-law, ‘and among: the ; remammg smteen;
\crunmals there is one Chin Too, ‘who hag died: of disease.” |

“The other ﬁﬂ:een, the four witnesses, Seay—tmg-mon and others, are
’una.ble 10 - point-out posmvely, and moreover they say they darenot
carelessly‘to testify, &c:+ = )
_Avcdording to the" testxmony of the four mtnesses, sald Bfteen‘men
are’ ‘ihnocent; and it is inexpedient to punish them. - “Whether:itbe

% ht or not to° convey them toFith Keen and-admit them to bail, I
(t e overnor) have already -addressed a letter to the minister: and
impe na. ‘commissioner, Seu, upon -the subJect requesting him'to de-
hberate thereon, and make known the management of the case. - As
to the four witnesses, Seay-tmg-mon and others, they are forthmth f
delivered over to the assistantdistrict ‘magistrate of Nan Hae, in 8
pro r manner to-send back fof you to receive and examine, - .

8 requsite, we-make this reply, and avail ourselves of the occasion
to present the comphments of the season, &e.
gpended ig the testimony. -
e foregomg communlcatlon is a.ddressed to Péter Parker, cha.rgé
d’aﬂ'au'es ad, interim of the United States of America to-China..
- Heen Fuxa, 2d yéar 6th month 16th day, (August 1,1852:)
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Mnslatwn qf the testzmony appended
[Extract]

It a.ppears tha.t Seay txnv-mon @. e.; cook’s ﬁrst mate) ‘testifies he is
“a native’of - Amoy, in. the provmce of Fuh Keen, and is aged twenty-
fouryears e e e
- Chin. Achun, (Ca.hforma. Joe.) . S ’,"»-- _*,, -
- 'Woo Yung Ken, (cook’s second. mate ) KLk ok :
‘Kwan Cheen Yue, (Jehu, the cook.) * * ok L R
. That all these witnesses have hitherto served on board the Amencan
shlp “Robert Bowne,’’ and upon the first month of the present year
(March) a contractor for passengers took Loo Fuh Gan and many.other
men on board the ship as laborers, and on the 31st March the ship-
arrived at & Place upon the face of the sea the name unknown to them,
‘when the Americans took a great many of the men and cut off their tails,
and on account of this they became dissatisfied, and their anger rose.
“We, Seay-ting-mon, Chin Aekeen, Kwang Chlng Yeu; three men,: be-
came much alarmed, and concealed ourselves in the ship’s hold:: *. *
‘We only-saw one Amencan jump overboard. of his own. accord. I,
‘Woo Yunk Ken, saw of those who on a former occasion were- ca.ptured
a person called Haelmg, whose true name is Sooyen, use a sword and-
wound an American, who fell into the sea. I, Kwang Chin [ *n,‘.-
{01 elm,%l saw-of those formerly captured one: Chmtzlke take & small
'in his hand, and make ‘use of a sword to restrain the men; : and would
not-permit- them to raise s clamor.. * * * “What our: eyes.did: not
see we all dare: not carelessly testlfy Su"bsequently, the numerous’
“men on board the ship. called and commanded the Americans to:take
the vessel-to: the shore of an island of Loo Choo, when: they all'landed
-and concealed themselves, except ourselves, who, remained. on,board ‘
:altogether twenty-three men, who returned to Amoy. * * I1.Ch
Aken, (California Joe,) on a former.occasion. testlﬁed to the killir g'of
five Americans (this I was-told)" by a person whose: surname I.do-not
“know, but whose-name is Aken, viz: thathe (Aken)and.another:
‘son; whom he pointed out as.being = *all man and long favored; kil
them. These two men are not among the seventeen... On the former
occasions when®brought before the court of inquiry we were unableto
-testify:clearly. Now we have been', ‘obliged by another. tnal, we. have
-’testlﬁed a.ecordmg to the truth clearly Thls 18 the tmth e

S No 7 IR
2 Mr Parker to Seu and .ch GmmMrs d:c -

Lmumn or THE Umm S'mm ‘.': &

PR " ‘ Canton, Auguet 2; 1852
: Sms The underslgned charge d’aﬂ'au'es, ad mtmm, of the’ Umted
States of ~America to -China, has the honor to bein receipt o

excellencies” -dispatch. of the :1st instant, which he has perused, y‘,md
fally understands.
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The underslgned has exammed thls commumcatlon, aund- finds
‘* %% * that out of the seventeen men convxcted ‘hy the:court. of
“inquiry, on board the flag-ship- “Susquehanna ‘¥ %% only one
‘Sooyen has been found guilty;, ~* * * * and i is. 1mpnsoned to be
.punished accordmg to law, . * * * * He ‘particularly “notices
“that; according to the testlmony appended Chmtllke, the most:guilty
.of all, is testified to have raised a small flag; and with a sword re-
~ stramed the men; not permitting them to raisea clamor, &c.  This is

80 remarkable, that the -undersigned is compelled to* believe that the
‘testimony must have been misconstrued, and he has *  * agsin
examined the witnesses; and they testify the flag and: sword were used
by Chintilke, to enforce hls authonty with the passengers, and not to
_guard the surviving crew, - * * * Seeing it has been déemed impor-
tant to confront the- seventeen men -with the four Chinese witnesses,
‘why is. it not equally necessary to confront them wlth the survmng
-Aseamen‘? S

The four mtnesses * x were down in. the shlp 8 hold at the time
‘of the murder, * * * % the s_ellors were on -deck and saw the:
murder, ¥ % a.nd are able to _point out each man, several of
those who were active in the murder, 80 that by one or another all the
‘seventeen hayve been pointed out. - Therefore, the undersigned, as be-
hoves  him, must now request your" excellencies™to - confront- thesé
‘seventeen ' men by the survwmo' seamen a.lso, as 1s most Just and
'nghteous * %

Immedmtely on. your excellencles reply, accedlno' to thls pro os1-
‘tion, so'many of the said seamen as are now detamed at . Hong] \ong"
‘shall be summoned to Canton, to confront the remaining fifteen men.:

CEE kK ok An 1mmechate reply is. earnesty requested

T e PETER PARKEB

Seu, mpenal hlgh commlsnoner, &c &c and Plh, governor of
Honan, &c., &c., have the honor to acknowledge the receipt on the
3d instant - of the honorable vice' commissioner’s dlspatch (of the 2(1
-msta.nt,) -which we have perused and fully understand. -

- In the mana; ment of -business it is necessary to ad_]ust it reasona-
_'bl y;-in’ estabhs ing- dlscussmns it is- mportant to adhere to equity.
Not to- a.dJust reasona.bly is.near to injustice; not’ to adhaore: to equity

is‘near to’partiality; and how; under heaven, harboring’ pa.rtlal and’
unjust views; is-it possible to manage business? - We have examined,
and find the four witnesses, Seay Ting Mon and others, have hltherto
been in the employ of your:honorable nation, and ma.mfestly are near’
‘and:trasty men'to your honorable nation, and seeing “that ‘they ‘were
near and trnsty men, they have been roduced to glve testlmony 5 then
1t is right that their. testlmon ‘be evidence. -

- It is stated in your dlspatch of the 2d mstant ‘that you have agam
in person questioned the said ‘witnesses, and that according to their’
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testimony they say Chintilke. raised .the flag and employed the sword
simply to compel the passengers to obey his orders, and not to restrain
them and prevent their killing and injuring the surviving seamen, &c.
At the time the four witnesses came to our court, we, the minister and
governor, appointed the acting provincial judge in person to examine
them; and appointed the prefect again and again carefully to examine
them; and the testimony of said four men, first and last, in the main
corresponds; and there was mno ‘such testimony (before the Chinese
court) as that he (Chintilke) ¢‘simply compelled .the passengers to.
obey. his vilers, and not to restrain them, and not permit them to kill
and injure the surviving seamen.”’ . ~Again, you state that ‘“the testi-
mony must have been misconstrued. This unavoidably is a:forced
inference. - How is-it possible, that at the three-or four times they
have-been tried, that in every instance there should be-misconstruc-
tion?. - Moreover, the said four-witnesses agree in their testimony; that
besides those killed by cannon and those who died of starvation, alto-
gether there were eighty and more men arrested, and according to. the
number- of four -hundred and ten men, exclusive of the eighty and
more, there are still some three hundred and twenty and more men;
and how.can it be known that among those killed by cannon and who
died . of starvation:there were not some-who were the true murderers:.
iIn.the dispatch of.the 12th July, it is stated there were four Chinese
eye-vitnesses of the murder ; then, to decide this case according. to.the.
eviderce of these four men is just and proper. If these four men are:
_not’sm¥iciently to be believed, and again the sailors be produced.and
interrogated-—said four men, together with the sailors, being all: per-
-sons-in-the emplcy.of -your honorable nation—if the four men are not:
sufficiently reliable, how then can.the:sailors be belicved ? .. Moreover;"
_the sailors are all foreigners, and it will be necessary to employ a lin-.
guist. to.interpret their evidence, and. if their testimony should -be'the
same as that.of the four men, the honorable vice commissioner will
‘again regard it as misconstrued, and when can this case be ended ? - .
~.-Hitherto there has been no such means of management. ' We; tne
minister and governor, treat Chinese and foreigners alike impartially,
-and the expression in your dispatch, ¢ if we wish-to screen the guilty,””
is:not. the language of amity and friendship hitherto existing.... China’
in heaven.and earth places its (highest) regard, and if in a slight de-
gree.there be: any.screening (the. guilty,) heaven and earth will not-
endure it ; and we,.the minister and governor, have. nothing . more to
say—nothing further to deliberate. - Consider this well,. - . -
. As requisite, we make this reply,and avail ourselves of the occasion-
to.present our compliments and regards. ...~ - . T
~ The foregoing communication is-addressed to Peter Parker, chargé’
d’affaires ad interim of the United States of America to China.
- Heen TuNe;2d year 6th month 20th day, (August 5, 1852.) -

* SLAVE AND COOLIE TRADE
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Mr Parker to ;S'eu and ch OOmmwswners, d,c

LEGATION OF THE UNrTED STATES, .
Oanton, August 10, 1852.

Sms The underslgned charge d’aﬁ‘alres ad interim of the Umted
States of America to China, has the honor to be in' receipt of "your
~excellencies’ dlspa.tch of the 5th mstant whlch he has perused and
fully understands. -
 The undersigned has exammed this dlspatch and ﬁnds the purport
o be that your ‘excellencies decline to confront the fifteen men with
the surviving seamen, and thus arrive at the strict truth in the case,
‘that ‘“ hitherto there has been no such means of management,’’ ”’ and
tha.t your excellencies have nothing further to say or dehberate, &e.

 The undersrgned requests your excellencies to refer to the public
‘archxves, in which it will be found that on the 24th Janusry. 1829,
in the case of the massacre of the crew of the French ship Nav1gateur,
by the Chinese belonging to'a Chinchue junk,. the murderers were
‘brought to the consoo of the. coheng, and by the prefect were. con-
fronted by Francisco, one of the' surviving seamen, in the presence of
many foreigners, and ‘on that- occasion the services of sn interpreter
‘were employed, and on the -30th of January, in' the presence of the
foreign- residents of different nations, seventeen men were- capitally
punished. - Howcan it be said that hltherto there haye been no, such
means of management ? .

"As to the men killed by cannon, the unders1gned has perused the
report ‘of one-of the English men-of-war. in which it is stated that
““when af. the island it was found that the men were all defamping;
the captain ordered a few shot and shellto be fired wide of them- to
try and turn them, and that some few were shot in trying to escape,”
which was perfectly justifiable, and. the same would be done by your
honorable nation’s men-of-war under similar circumstances ; and ad-
mitting some of the true . murderers were among- them, that does not
affect the innocence or guilt of the seventeen men. - -

In the dlspa.tch of the 12th of July it was stated by the undermgned
‘that ¢“seventeen men were found guilty of: murdering the captain and
others with their own hands, according to the testimony of six of the
surviving crew, and four Chinese eye-witnesses of the bloody deed,”
&c.” Then it is manifestly just and proper-to decide this case a.ccord-'
ing to the testimony of the ten men together, and not to exclude the
six sailors ; but to the testimony taken by the court of inquiry on
board the ﬂag-shlp, which has been translated and forwarded from be-
ginning to end, your excellencies  have paid no regard, except to call
the testimony of Gilbreth and Wiley ¢‘ludicrous,” neither does it
appear that the evidenée has been noticed by the provincial judge or
prefect. - The four witnesses have been able to point. out only one of
the seventeen as guilty,: but if you will examine:the sworn testimony
of :the six. sailors, you will . 1ﬁercewe that each were.able also to point
out: several of the guilty, till the seventeen were identified as princi:
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: als in the murder And furthermore, according to the testlmony, j
. Iéhmtlkle, who assumed the office of captain, is the chief of the irates,
- but to all this 10 reo'a.rd ‘has been paid. Now,. your excellencies’.
 remark, that the expression ¢‘if we wish_to screen the guilty,”” &e.,
is not the language of amity and friendship hitherto existing. The
" undersigned appeals to your excellencles if the circumstances of the
- case do not justify the expression, and asks' what other inference can -
‘be drawn, when: such substantial evidence is excluded and ‘these fif-
_teen men are pronounced ‘“not gullty ’>If China does not. deal Justly
- with her subjects ‘who kill citizens. of the United States, then if at
some future day it shall happen that citizens of the United. Statesshall
- commit the same offence towards subjects of China, how can. the gov-.
ment of the United States forget this mJustlce? N
. If your excellencies did not wish to receive these plrates, and try'
“and punish them: aceordmg to the laws of China, you had. only.to
decline, and. this case of piracy upon the hlgh seas had been referred
“to the United States, to whose jurisdiction it belongs. - But your excel-
lencies in the dispatch of the 17th of June stated: you were wﬂllng,
‘and the undersigned firmly believed your excellencies ‘would act.in
‘good faith, and did not. anticipate that the evidence of the pirates was.
to be taken, and, according to it, the captain whom they have mur-
dured be denounced as “tyranmcal beyond doubt,’”’ and the important
evidence of the surv1v1ng seamen excluded, and the gmlty pronounced )
.-mnocent -
. Herea.fter the Umted States w111 execute their own la.ws in case o_f
piracy.occurring upon the high seas; and if fortunately-any of ‘their
_nen-of-war shall succeed in ca.pturmc others of the plunderers now.at
‘Pa-tchung-sun, they will be tried and punished by the United States,
asan example for the future. And seeing your excellencies have-
_nothing: more to say,. nothlng more to deliberate, it ‘only remains to
'dlscuss this subject with the imperial court at Pekmg, and to-look to
' serral Majesty for the equity and Justlce the honorable governor '
has refus $Consider this well.”” '
The undersrgned avails himself of the opportumty to present you.r’-
: excellencres his compliments and regards, and has the honor to\
| remam, srrs, your excellencres obedrent serva.nt .

PETER PABKEB

o No 9 _
B Mr Marshall to Mr Everett

[Extract ]

LEGATION or THE UNI'rm) Smm e
Macao, March 8, 1853

Sm I transrmt enclosed a clrcular (A) addressed. by me, on the
3d instant, to the. several consuls snd actmg eonsuls of the United
‘States in Chma %k Lk = There'is
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not another movement among natmns, at the present moment 50 Te-
‘plete with interest to the United States as the policy of foreign powers
‘connected with the Chinese emigration that has just commenced. I
am reliably informed that two thousand active, able-bodied, healthy
‘men, have been. shxpped this year from China to Sydney ; laro'e num--
bexs to Demerara ; more than four thousand, heretofore, to Peru and
that arrangements are made to conduct thls emigration to the Bntlsh
‘W est Indies hereafter on a most extensive scale, under the immediate
‘auspices of the British government. . Should that power senously un-.
dettake to populate her West India possessionsand her colonies on the
coast of South America with Chinese laborers, who have no idea what-
‘ever of the right of popular participation in- the direction of govern-
ment, the effect to be produced: upon the industrial mterests of the
-plantmg States of the United. States, and upon the institutions of the
,rﬁpuhhcs of bouth Amenca, must necessax 1ly be most dlsastrous to,
them. - :
‘T have been enabled to obtam a handbﬂl prmted or wrltten in the‘
‘Chinese lan guage and extensively clrculatecl through the southern part
of -China, exhlbltmg the inducements to the Chinese to emlgra.te -and
‘the terms on which such’ emigration will be conducted. I send here-
with a translation of that paper into the English language, marked
'C-3.also forms of the contract into which the Chinese are made-to enter;
both in the English agency and that of Peru. —(Enclosure D. ) Shekut
is. mo other than one Mr. Scott, who, I have reason to believe, holds an-
appointment, direct from the home 0'overnment in London; as ¢¢ super-
intendent. of the Chinese emlcrratmn - It may be possible that his
funds-are furnished through a banker, but I am satisfied that he
operates by the. credit of the gcvernment. - The- sub_]ugatlon and op-
‘pression of British India has been effected by the East-India Company:
The popula.tlon of the whole valley of the Amazon may. be attempted
through a similar instrumentality ; but in both cases: the results ‘enure
to: the government at St. James. . - '
. ~There aremany points of view from whrch a mere vlance at the facts
comnected with this’ emigration will exhibit ‘the deep interest with
‘whlch its progress. w1ll be watched by an enhghtened Amencan ad-
.m:tmstratlon :
-1.- The- emlgrants undergo an exammatlon by 8 medxcal mspeetor,
'who accepts only such as are in the vigor of life, free from disease;
-healthy, well. formed, and able Tlus fact mdwates the physzque of .
-the Chinese emlorants |
9. They are agncultunsts, acchmated to the troplcs, aocustomed f
to hard labor -and- exposure, and speclally versed in: the eu]ture of :
‘sugar, .eotton, and rice. : |
3. They belong. to-a class, wluch as connected thh the country it
is proposed . to- occupy, may be sald o be exhaustless, since there are
fifty millions of people in the Liang Kwang alone, and nearly as_
many in each vice royalty of this emplre
- _4.The terms for which they engage, and the raté of thelr wages,
-thh the' estimated cost of subsistence and clothing, prove that the
‘experiment. is desrgned to -be senously made, and when made that it
must depress the entire planting interest of the United States.: _The
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total cost of the Chmese laborer 8 estxmated a.t $80 €er. annum,w]nch :
“is far below the"cost'of slave: labor; ‘indépendent of ‘the risk _whch;tﬁe
_ planter.runs in' his;original ‘investment, The”Chinese. Tiv ice
-principally; and that staple will be: produced ‘4t mere nomins ;'ates in
~the-country to which he 1is. emlgratmg. - Heis patient of labor; tracta-
“ble; obedient as:a slave, and. frugal.”“When he" shall occupy a: lease- ',
“hold; on which to'exert the energy and skill he possesses, he: wzll com-
“pel. from ‘the: ‘earth the ‘maximum - production of’ which it- it 5
~and’ underwhatever circumstances" w111 create n
~which it-must be difficultto. strug%l) e
- b: The geographical -position of emerara g1ves to~ 1g 3
" colony there tile -command of the Amazon'valley'and the’ entrance"to_'
the Caribbea: "‘sea, besldes a.ll the trade from'the south thh' helWind--
_' ward Islands* SRR g _ :

bribes P 4 ;,
fest the disinclination: of the Umted States to the pro ress of this emi-
) gratlon, an order to-the American consuls'to: refuse clearance ..to*a Yy
shipunder American _papers and colors, carrying coolies from: 8,
once -confine the trade to the’ shipping of gther: na.tlon
g'of:the “*Robert Bowné’*involves oné'mos u’npo_rta P!

-geems;: from : the .discussion.of ‘that ‘case; “that."the ‘actin
missioner: dechned to:hearithe testlmony of Six A
Chinesé Yanum, (court;) .and notwithstandi 1g th
this'materiality by the acting chargé .of the U nited
u ronounce the guilt-of pirates upon’ ‘their: ! :
'part_lal emedy for this evil may be found:in an act investing the '
‘missioneriof the United. States mth Judlclal powers to hear and deter
‘mine-cases of : Ii:racy occurring ‘upon’ the high ses ?;-;;,iThe 1

invest:him with judicial ‘powers, as a court of : £
insurrection and murder, (see'act 1848.) * ; ht
tobe: conducted on board-an :American man-of-war ‘and ‘would 'at;once :
economize:means and insure speedy justice: - But the. _proposed.- juris<"
diction does- not: affect the’ ‘principle adopted by the Chinese tnbunal ‘f

vm cases of pn'acy commlttecl w1th1n the dommlons of Chma. R :

‘- Y ne obhge me-r-'br‘furmsbmgas*aocumfe-- - tatetgen o
yoww!i:d Eﬁge('}hgxgese eﬁlgratwn from' your port ‘or 1ts"‘ncx_':j’- - dis
: X, 0C. ——. R
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' tmgurshm g therem—Frrst the provrnces whence the ermgrants come .
Becond, the nation to ‘which the vessel belonged in which: they ems
barked " Third, their destination: “Fourth, whethe' they’ emlgratetf
‘under &’ contract $o'labor for ‘a term of years,.or as' ‘passengers: seehng:
‘their destination for pleasure, or in' pursuit of business on’ their own
account. ' If under: contract, if" you can, state the party, and furnish-
me a form of “the’ aoreement Frfth the total number emrgrating
‘each year i‘m’e ]849 2.5 i A

: ;our | obedlent serva.nt

HUMPHREY MARSHALL B

'C'onsulu Umted States of Amenca.,

Translatwn from the Chmese language c

[Encloeure C.]

'-""There bemg a.t present a sca.rcxty of labor in the Brltrsh West\ b
'ulands for the ‘purposes’of planting the sugar cane, and ma]nng ‘
- gar, catton; co: ee, and other, l)roducts of that country, it _is now.de*
-_'su'mble that strong’ hea:lthy Chmese, practxsed in fe.rmmg hould

3 that country to"work. - e ,
»7he limate of ths,t country resembles tha.t of Smch uf C

. ‘ mplements f"work’are very sxmxle to those i
-'th eultrvatron*of the'sugar cane, paddy; and rice:.
‘ “that’ the'distance to that country is very great” but stil
Y epared for the voyage, it can be. perfor ed wi
et by ‘all ‘men; after their arrival at. port, eCom:=
mg scquamted wrth_that eountry, every one will be satisfied, in their -
heart, s they will't re301ce the same‘as if "they were. dwellmg 1nthe1r owh .
-towns and. villages. - _The customs and usages of the Chmese wﬂl not .
~be interfered with nor interrupted. .
~*If'the workmen who -go should. desrre to send letters to theu- fathers |
“or. mothers,’ brothers or relatlons, it can be done’twice a month
Should: they: have any remittances in money to make, they can do 80
f sa.fel , either two or three times a year. :
: It is important that, at the start, they should beeome partxes to an
) ugreement wherein thev will. stlpulate to work at this ‘country for
“five years. . After arriving at'the port, and: when: the work:of one .
| yearor.one year and 8 half shall have, been done, if they rhould be de-
“sirous.of not fulfilling the term of five’ iv;;;aars, ‘they.can the’ bevef ased.
theit' agreement,“and " they ; will; permrtted to luace’lan:
;-vluch to. fweﬂ "3 theif own masters... &In such.a;case, however
. > pay &. small tax, or gro

‘ 2 1a reover, if, before the, expirationof on¢ year;.

,._,;“,,es;ato the contract shonld conclnde not to fulﬂll th it article of
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‘agfeement, then they will 'be Tequired to return some of the ship:
money, (paid for passage,) as may be fixed upon, - All who consent.
to the agreement will be paid two months’ wages in advance, and will,
receive two guifs of clothes, one suit of which will be of cotton cloth,’
two pairs of stockings, two pairs of shoes, one foreign blanket, one hat
(rain) and one: hat, (summer.) These things will be given to the
men, and they will not be required to pay for them. = But, after.the
arrival at the port, the two months’ wages which have been advanced
will be deducted from the wages of succeeding months, at the rate of-
one dollar per month; until the'sum advanced shall have been repaid.
. Each workman will be paid, after his arrival, at the rate of four
dollars a month in advance, and there will be given to him, free of
charge, two._suits of clothing each year, and medical attendance if
requisite. - We now proceed to explain and make plain the allowance .
~of food each week: of white rice or of flour, ten and ‘& half pounds;
‘of beef, pork, or salt fish, four pounds’; of sugar, one pound ;" of tea,
two and a half taels (about one ounce) in weight. - They who wish to
furnish their own 'provisions will be allowed the sum of two dollars.
per month, = There will also be set aside one morr. of land where they
‘may cultivate their own vegetables. . On Sundays, if thereis no im-
portant work to be done, they will not be required to work;.but if at’
such.times it is important that they should work, extra pay will be.
given. Should any porson wish to take with him his wife and chil-
dren, free passage will be granted to them, and, in addition to thie.
- aforesaid wages, such person will be allowed a small extra. pay ; and,
if, on’their arrival at the port, the wife and children are able to work;"
they shall be paid for their services. ~All those: persons who.agree to.
the_ aforesaid conditions, and ‘break the agreement, whereby Injury
‘shall be received, will be judged by the law.of that country:; theref
i6.is.necessary to understand this agreement, and to. comply. wit
L8 words are not binding, articles of. agreement must be'en
h will stand in. proof of th ..On: board-of eve
_carrying these wo kﬁxp@&‘__gh_" "

V- [Enclosure D.J " . i
.made between —— ——, of the district of —
province.of ————, in China, and:the agent acting in: behalf of th
—_ comprising the following conditions: .. 15
‘ by the. ship —
S sad At 3 v

English colony, —
nd regulations.of the place
(1)

 This sgresment, made between —— —

-, ‘of his own free will, engages to.go_

deiit of thée workmen'there will provide him with'
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ployer, with whom he will enter into-an agreement:to: work forifive
years from the date of the arrival-of the ship, either in sowing“and
planting in the capacity of a menial-servant, or in weeding, hoeing;
~or-in planting sugar cane, or as a-shepherd, or in digging ditches
‘or grcunds, building walls and fences and foundations; in short; every
‘description of servile labor.. The daily labor required will be: com-
_prised between the hour one-half after four and nine, and it is expected
-that work will be done submissively, diligently, and without needless
interruption. ' Moreover, he will ‘not be permitted to do any work or
job secretly for himself, or for any other person, nor will he be allowed;
without cause, to leave the work. From the monthly wages as agreed
upon there will be deducted -one dollar, in order. to make up the ad-
vance already received, until it shall have been entirely repaid. Itis
~moreover conditioned, that on board the ship which carries him to his.
destination he will be supplied with food during the whole passage.-
On arrival the superintendent, or agent, as already expressed, will
make choice of and fix the labor suitable to be followed, and which
shall be paid for each English month at the rate of four Spanish dol--
lars, and each year there will be given two suits of clothes, comprising
two cotton jackets and trowsers, one bamboo hat, one felt hat, one felt
coverlet, and in case of falling ill he will be furnished with medicines.
. 'The supply. of -food will also be abundant. Each seven days there-
will be furnished to him 10 pounds of rice, 3} pounds of either: beef,
‘pork or fish, 1 pound of sugar, 3 taels of tea; but if —— ——should
prefer got to-take this allowance of food, he will be paid in: lieu of it
‘two dollars; he will also be granted a piece of land, which he:rmiay.-
‘cultivate as” he likes. - . On Sundays no work is to be done, excéept in
case of necessity, and the twenty-four cents”addifional pey will be
given, " Further, if on arrival —— — should Teject"his contfagt;
and not cate’to fulill it, st his 5wn convenienice he: can have'ome
onth’s fiotice in Wwhich' to make it known, snd in such & case:lie Will
e'required t repay the expense inourred ‘in passage money,

sending him to"the port fo which' one year will be

My MoLane'to Mr. Marey.

A . e T . Lo .
. T A R RIS S . R 2 Lo
= B A A [Pl t ] PRRpCE R I L ¥a 3, cawmm

F

- Howe Koxa, March 20, 1854,
S e e O Tl

- The emigration from Chind to California is greatly on the increase.
‘At the beginning of this year thiere"were eight hundred on this island,

waiting for a passage to San Francisco, that have since been dispatched.
At Canton passenger brokers have:contracted for a very large number,

to: be sent forward at various'periods during the present year; this

pumber: I am: told: does not-fall short of tenthousand; and:will*be
greatly increased before” the end of the -year: - Theimpossilility of.
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finding vessels to tranSport those who wxsh to go is the only. ol;stecle ‘
in the way. -All the old ships within reach have been purchased;at
enormous; prices, to-meet existing: contracts for transportation. of
‘passengers. . Australia, to.some .extent, shares with California this
Chinese emlgratlon, but much the larger number have: had the latter
destination since 1851, when this emgratxon commenced :

- 1 w1ll hereafter enlarge upon tlns subJect

I ha.ve the honor to remam, mth lngh respect your obed.tent'

servant -
R *._ o ROBERT M McLANE
Hon. W L. MARCY ' |
Secretary of State, Washmgton. :

Mr Parlm to Mr Marcy
: [Extmct] "

[No 1] - LEGATION or mn UNITED STA,TE" Hom KON:""'"

A vanety of’ sulnec_ts of public a.nd pnvate 1nterest h
bcen pressed “upon my attention, particularly that of the “
coolie trade,”” and I, have now the honor of transmxttmg 1o the .de-
partment my. pubhc ‘notification of the 10th instant, (enclosur B,
which I trust will meet your approba&xon ' Before tlns reaches you,
you will have heard of the case of the Amencan shxp “Wa.ve “m

S

‘which two hundred and forty Chxnese lives were sacrificed i in nost
_‘ inhuman manner. ~"When I came to ‘the 1nvest1§atwn of th' ar@’é,
‘had no adequate conceptlon "of ‘its enormities, and the strong terms:in

which I have described it are fully sustained by official documents- ani
the most reliable testimony, (vide correspondence upon the subJect of
_emigration from China, presented, by command of her MaJesty, to the
House of Commons, 1853 a.nd House of Lords, 1855 )

. * -
T have the honor to remaxn, slr, very respectfully, yonr obedxent
servant L .
| e PETER PABKER
Hon W L MARCY, -

Secretary of State

R AR

.Publw Notg,ﬁcaﬂon

; : The: undersxgned comnnssloner aml mxnxster *plem tentiary<of:
--Umted ! Statesof: America: to ‘Cliina, in‘accordance-with-instructiéns;of
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his’ government, in relatxon to the 80 called coohe trade, L4 pubhcly to.
discountenance the same on his arrival in Chlna, msues thls pubhc
notlﬁcatlon toall whom it may concern BRI S
‘ Whereas, the hlstory of tbe traﬂic in Chmese coohes, a8 carned on
* in vessels of the United States and under other flags, during the past

few years, is replete with illegalities, immoralities; and revolting and.
- inhuman atrocities, strongly resembling those of the African slave
~ trade in former’ years, some of them exceeding the horrors of the
- “middle passage,”’ women and children having been bought for the
_ purpose, and others not merely seduced. under. false pretences, igno-
- rant of ‘their destmatlon, but some" forcxbly abductetf and violently
“borne to. countries unknown  to.them, never to return; and not only
by the-ancient statutes of the Chinese empire, but" by recent _procla-
‘mation, the imperial government has. prohibited -the same, ‘threaten-

ing with death’the “brokers, hardened miscreants, who impose upon.
_ the;people and_seduce them to_their destruction ; >’ and whereas, -\h-,.
--correspondence of "the imperial ‘government with*thi ‘has
evinced, its_strong disapproval of the: ‘traffic, describin
_ which place it upon a Tevel with the slavé trade itself;"
ﬁﬁ& the, tr de proper per se, eg; hae been carned onin locahtle;s W Wiigf
' 218 not P iitted by any treaty, and, is e Wiegal ;.

4"67‘ e

can he concelved whllst others who have surnved have scarcely heen

T 6 fo1 rtunqte and ‘whereas, the amicable relations of ‘the two gov;-_ :

eF 18 f“bem eqpardlzed and’ honorable and lawful comm ce;

i h perﬂled, and even the lives of those engaged in the inhuman’ pursuit
ave. ‘

+4

‘exposed to the vengeance of those whose rela.trons or friends
7e béen_bought, kldnapped or.grossly deceived, in’ “the” progress of
the coolie trade, the undersrgned ‘therefore; ‘calls T upon. ‘all citizens of
‘the ‘United States to desist from this irregular and ‘ithmoral, traffic;’
and ‘makes known to all whom it may concern, the high dlsapproha-
“tion thereof of ‘the government of the Uited States, and forewarns’
‘all who~ may hereafter engage therein, that’ they w111 not only 1 forfeit
the protectmn of their government while §o'doing, it ‘whatever con-'
uences-they may-be involved, but, furthermore, render theznselves
l.ia le to the’ heavy penalties to whxch the traﬁic, if as- hxth rto in.
some instances conducted, may expose - ‘them. ‘
“This notification respects the  coolié trade” in’ contraalstmct_ion to
,voluntary emlgratron of Chlnese adventurers hetween thes""’ there
exists a wide differ

Regulations for the };Sines% of ”fui‘ﬁiéliiﬁg’“(}hi’iféié"la.bo""{ i
tries that ma: y desire the same; and for affording facilities to;Chm .
voluntanly dxspo ed. ‘to: render ‘such s service;" in. provulm outﬁ d”
‘passage, and means and freedom of returnat their “option, may be-
subject of' fature’ treety"stlpulatlon or government arrangement on the-
part of western nations and China.

(

I



'SLAVE AND QOLIE TRADE, 183

The, United States eonsuls wlll be_mstrueted to convey- copies of thxs
notlﬁcatxon to the’ 1 oper. Chinese authorities at the five ports; : 3. =
~ Given: undex: my and a.nd seal of oi‘n‘ce thxs’lOth day of Jnnua.ry,

1856
[“] PETER PABKEB

l[r Gillmer to Mr Marcy

Covsm.ue or mn Umn Smms OF Am:ch, |
RN Bahza;February 1, 1806

Sm I have the honor to enclose f.he consular returns for the quarter
ending 31st Decembeér, 1855, and’ to- acknowledge the receipt.of -the
volume of the ¢ Statutes at Laro'e, 'eommencmg mth the second ses-
of the thirty-third Congress. :

I'have now to advxse, _that a schooner of 122 tons burden, w1th the‘
name *“Mary E. ‘Smith,”’ of Néw _Orleans, painted on_her “stern,
which _left the ‘wharf in. Boston on the night”of the 25th A

e
1855; (owned by Vincent, D. Cranotich,) in splte of ‘the endeavci‘r‘;8 of” ;
the collector of said port. to detain her as a suspicious. . craft, destined:
for the slave trade, has completely verified the, suspicions then attwh@ :
to, her ; she was brought into this_ pqrt on the 29th ultimo; a _prize to’
the’ Bra.zlhan ‘Brig-of-war ¢ Olinda,” with over 37’) slaves on board,
having been captured at the port of St. ‘Mattheos, in thé pro
Espmto Santo, to th'f’ south of this; from whatT can Jearn'at prese
it would appear_that’ séveral’ _nttempts had been’ made, to '1a
slaves at dltg'en' ints_on the coast, ‘but, to theer it of t
zilian authorities and’ people, were ‘in_eyery instance’ repelled
‘mortality among the slaves on board has béen dreadful,:and the
vivors are represented as little better than T moving ; skeleton
“ This affair presents the miost; horrible and disgracefn] feat
whlch ‘éver came .under my" observation, and" Gt s a.ggravatmg,;
think that a foreign scoundrel, covered with the mantle of an, Americ .
can citizen, should have had 1t in hm power 80 to ihsgraee the ﬂag of
our eountry
At present I have no, further partlcnlars to eommumeete, but'ha% _;
informed Mr. Trousdale, our minister at Rio de Jaueiro, of the;gacts
for whatever : ‘action he may thlnk proper to adopt or dlrect m
'ad t in the, _premnises. '
e president of this provmce has not yet 1nformed me oﬁcxally of
the ease,rbut no doubt he will do so; in the meantime, I can see no'
ﬁl ible motive for interfering officially, as the vessel was’ ;
in Brazilian Junsdlctron, and not on the high seas. ' .
I have honor to be, most respectfully, .your obedient serva.nt

I 5 ILLMEB,

Loy

- Hon, Wntau L. Mazcy, de., do., de.”
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No 31
Mr Gillmer to Mr Marcy

Coxsvmm OF THE 'Umm SrA'rns OF AMERICA, -
Bakia, February 12, 1856

Sm: Since my communlcatxon of 1st instant, copy of which is in-
closed T received..a ‘note. from Cranotich, the Engllsh and spelhng :
hardly t0 be understood; a8 follows: "~ " SR

¢ Mr. GILMOBE, Unmd St Consul : '
5T been very lad siny to day o hosp1tal of Bahla, my respt Bar-
halho pnson, Fe b 6 1856
e S “VINCENT D CRANOTICH :
Xz Oapp of Se Mary E. szth New Orleans o

Of whlch I took no notice. - .- . S

- The Africans were landed, and the followmg appeared in the news-
-paper ¢ Diario ‘da Bahia,”” ’of 8th instant: (Translation.) Captured
Afncans —-Wé are informed, by a competent person, that the mortal-
ity has risen" to 106, mcludmv some who died on the water. The
large number of deaths the . past few days is nog surpnsmg, in conse-’
‘quence of the breaking out of maculo and cholera: It is snid that the :
ha lace:of deposit.chosen for these unhappy people is not good, and ] pro-

'bly not one will escape. Seeing that the number of deaths increase
daily, many have been gent to the hospitial, to die w1thu_1 a few hours, :
“and of those existing; it is believed, few will escape.” .
““I:als0 see; by another paragraph in the newspaper, that Cranotxch
isan ‘Austrian by birth, but a naturahzed citizen of the United States,
‘andthat he served some years'since as chief ofﬁoer in one of: the Bra-
zihan steam packets, running along this coast.
- The whole affair.seems to have originated in Rio de J: aneiro, and it
."18 reporbed that five other vessels have been prepared for this traﬂic,‘
,m @ similar manner to the schooner ¢ Mary E. Smith.”” ..

-The president of thrs provmce has not yet seen ﬁt to appnse me :
\oﬁclally of the case..

I have the honor to be most respectfully, your obedlent servant

- J S GILLMER Oonmd
Hon Wm.nm L. MAncr

Secretary of State of the Umted States, Washington.



