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THE JUBILEE SINGERS.

APTER & concert tour in Connecticut,
which was a continuous ovatlon, the
Jubileo Singers rcturned to tbis city,
where they have just concluded the scc-
ond serics of entertal ts with
even greater than that which they
achleved at their first appearance in the
metropolis, They havo now taken their
departure for Maseachuseiis ana NURE
New England, whero they have engage:
ments which will occupy them until the
first of May.

A good share of tho twenty thousand
Qollars they undertook to raiso for the
arection of now buildings for Fisk Uni-
versity i3 already 1o the bank, and they
hope before the close of tha season to add
something handsome to this figure.

It has fallen to the lot of these young
persons to perform a most valuable service
for their race. Jubileo Hall, which will
sland at Nashville,as the memorial of their
success, will represent but o small part of
the work they have accomplished. Thelr
best achievement is what they have donoto
c the old prejudice against color, and
to win a kindlier regard and a more gener-
ous svmnathy for the peoplo whom they
represent.  Beven ol the nine ainger: wero
slaves until tho edict of emancipation;
and, after passing an cvening in their
company, the question will probably
never sgain occur to the hardest-headed
Conservative whether it 1s worth while to
educate the freedmen, Their modest
and decorous behavior and their evident
intelligence go furlher (han any afgu-
ment could go todissolve the dregs of that
old negropliobia which is still part of the
religion of some othurwise sensible people.

It has bappened tothem onco orywice w
encounter his prejudice. After returning
from Connecticut, where they had been
the guests of a governor, thoy went o
Newark, New Jersoy, whero a tavern-
keeper turned them out of his hostelry.
e had supposed, when lodgings wero en-
gaged for them, that they wero s company
of nigger (not negro) minstrels; and, wheo
bo discovered that they wero the geouine
article, and not the imitation, he prowmptly
drove them into tho strect. Tho burnt
cork of the harlequin is to this astule pub*
lican s much more respectable pigment
than that with which the Creator touches
the work of his own hands.

At Jersey City also tho singers suffered
the same insult, After thelr rooms had
been secured at the American Houso, the
proprictor made the samo discovery, and
cansed his clerk to send a note to the
rooms of the Socicty, of which tho follow-
ing is a literal copy

AMERCIAY Horrr, Jensexy Citr, }
Feb. 20tb, 1872,

Mr. Warner As desired me to say that the
Jubille Singers can not be accomodated ot
his Hotll attell, JonyN NEWING,

To the Amercian Misslonary Association,

If Mr. Waroer will send his clerk 1o
school for a short period to any one of
these singers, he will besure to improve in
his spelling, and will be likely to gain
some other aualifications for his office
which his employer does not possess:
Somebody ought to teach this patriot to
spell ** American’ a littlo lees violently.

Theso indignitles are, however, excep-
tional in the experience of the singers.
For the most part they have met with
kind treatmen$ ; and, while such incideats
show tho reason why Mr. Sumner's Sup- |
plementary Civil Rights Bill should be |
possed, the grand resuit of tue work of
these young people will be to render such
a bill unnecessary.

If we should say that these singers have
done something for music as an arf, we
suppose that the musical ecritics who
write for the morning papers would wave
us aside with silent contempt. Yet bere
is the fact, which we beg these gentlemen
to account for as best they can. ‘rheir
concerts have been crowded from tho be-
ginning to the end of the season by the
most cultivated classes of Now York and
Brooklyn society; whilo Nilsson, and
Pareps, and Wachtel, and Santley wero
dividing among them the honors which
belong to the highest muslcal culture;
while the town was reveling at the richest
feast which has ever been spread before
tho patrons of arlistic music, these un-
culiivated singers from tho Southern
plantations came with thelr simple mel-
odies, and gained attentlon and applause
equal, at least, to that which has been
riven to the great arlists, Weo have had
excellent opportunities of walcblng
the eflcct of their music upon
tho audiences to which they have
sung, and we say, without fear of contra-
diction, that tho intent listening, the quick
sympathy, the tearful and eloquent silenco
with which these dark-skinned minstrels
have been rewarded for the rendering of
their spiritual songs are very rarely vouch-
safed to siogers of any clasa This is
doubtless partly owing to the remembrance
of their former condition, and partly also
to the quaint and exceptlonal character of
their music; but it 13 also due in part, as
wo belleve, to the fact that tho very soul
of music, which the florid culturo of the
timo tends to destroy, lives and breathes o
thesosimplo songs. If our crltics, instead of
Judging thewn by operatic standards, would
undertake to find out what is the secret of
their power, they would honor and mag-
nify their art.
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