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March 26, 1919. |

Colonel John M. Dunn,

Military Intelligence Division,
War Department.

Dear Sir:-

Reference is made to your communication of

March 22, 1919, (PF-21417 M.I. 4-F 74) aedvising that
John Arthur Johnson, alias Jack Johnson, a fugitive

from justice, sailed from Havana on the 20th instant,

bound for Vera Cruz, Mexico, in order to avoid Cuban

S arrest for fraud.

Please accept my thanks for this information.

. This office is, of course, interested in be-

ing advised of subject's whereabouts. Therefore, if

it comes to the attention of your representatives in Mex-

-

ico that he is leaving that country, notice3§o that ef-

fect would be appreciated. — ?; %ﬁ
0 I )

Very truly yd

s, o,

Wé/ (L -
Y% “Adting BhiesS
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Mr. W, B, Allon,
Aeting Uhief, Buredd of Investigation,
Departuent of Justice,

Washington, D, C,

Hy dsar My, Allen:

Replying to your letter of Harsh 7th (HDA;
File: White 3lave Mattsr) regwrding John Arthur Johnson, alias
Jagk Jehnaon, we have instruaetsd our reprezenttive in Cuba %o
koep track of Johunaon's movements and to notify us by enble,
nhead of his departure,if pessible, as to the time of his lsave
ing and ms is his destination, We shall be vary glad 1o fore
ward tn you prompily any information rezeivoed on the subjeet,

Yours wery twmly,

John ¥, Duna,
Colenel, General Btaff,
Aeting Direotor of Hilitary Intelligence,

Byt

R, L. Barnes,
Major, U, 8, A,

wo anal,
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March 12, 1919, ER S

From: Aeting Divsetor of NMilitary Xﬁ,’ﬁﬁlmﬂnw.
0

To: Hilitary Attache, Havana, OCuba,

Subfect: John Arthur Johuson, allas Jack Johneon.

1., In confiymation of eur enble ol today on subject,
this o ffice has heen informed by the Usnartment of Justice
that Johnsen, the well known negre pugilist, was Sfssued a
passport by the Mmericun Ambzasader at Madeld, and 49 repsried
ts have sailed on the 5.3, "Maria Christina® on Fabmuary 19th
from Samtander, Spsin for Cuba, It is stated $hat his arrival
in Havana wes acheduled far March lat appreximately,

2, Subject was convicied in the Northern Distrist of
I1lienie on Way 13, 1913 of violating the NMann #hite Slave Aet,
and is now a fugitive from justise, He khas desn for some time
past in Spsin where, accerding te reports frem the Hilitary
Attache, Madrid, he has given axpression ts pre~German and
dinsloyn) sentiments, It has besn further revertad thst are
rangemonts were being wade by ¢srisin Mexieans %o bring John~
son and his wife to Mexiso, where a fight was ts be staged be-
tween him and some Amerisan,

3. The Departnent of Justies has asked this offiee to
keep tradk of subject and to nitify them imsedintely when he
lsaves Cuba, It is, therefors, requested that JoMnson's move-
ments be observed and that you notdfy ue by gsble, ahead of
his departure, if possible, as %o the tine of his leaving and

as to his destination,

John M, Dunn,
Colonel, General Staff,

By: |

MAILED, B By bid WAK.LD, 19804,
i$:0s1.; Infantry, U.8.A,
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Mareh 12, 1919,
CODZRE

Military Attache,
) % Havana, Cuba,

_Reliebly reported John Arthur Johnson,, alias Jack Johnson, fugitive

U, S. justice, sailed S?S Maria Chr:\.séna February 19th 5 ain for Cuba,,
, Requast survei/llance. . Cable when Johnaon leaves Cuba and d%on

(7@ . DUNN,
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% CHIEF, BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, Burearw of g[ﬁngxtfgatfnn, File: White Slave Matter

; AND REFER TO INITIALS. 2.3 3 X /0 ?
i ’

s P Washington,

i

L Oaptain Buth,

.1, 4°F 16

March 7, 1919.

Colonel John M. Dunn,
Military Intelligence Division,
War Department. Lo

Dear Sir:-

g e e e et = o

This office is in receipt of information
from the Department of State tp jthe effect that John
Arthur Johnson, alias Jack JohMson, the well known
negro pugilist, who was convicted in the Northern
District of Illinois on kay 13, 1913, of violating the
Mann White Slave Act, and is now a fugitive from jus-
tice, has been issued s passport by the American Am-
bassador at Madrid, valid for use in returning to the
United States. Subject is reported to have sailed
on the S.8. "Maria Christina™ on February 19 from
\ ‘ Santander, Spain, his arrivel in Havana, Cuba, sched-
l
\

T
e

uled for approximately March lst.

Inasmuch as this office no longer maintains
| a representative in Hevana, it is respectfully re-
‘ gquested that you make arrangements, through such
sources as may be at your command, to notify this Bu-~
reau promptly in case that Johnson leaves Cuba.

|
\ . Your cooperaﬁion in this matter will be great-
\ ly appreciated.

PR

R DR
i

Very truly yours,

A

5161

1t -
4o

«

Acting Chief.
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Execctive Diveion
i, Int. Branch.

- AMERICAN EMBASSY f 21 L/~ /7@
OFFICE OF THE MILITARY ATTACHE lqo‘:_‘
ZURBANO, 14 > ( | }

MADRID. SPAIN

WAR DEPARTMENT
January 18, 1919.
/0?
7

1 3 3 '\‘l - . JJ, O
FROM: The Military Attaché, American Eunbassy, Madrid.” '/

et IETI

70: Director o, Militery Intelligence, Washington,D.C

-

. [
SUBJECT: Jack Johnson.

f
{
i

arador U

M1 AT

1. Qur agent in Madrid reports :
"Jack Johnson a traitor to his country, judged by
his own words.-. It is rumored that two rich Mexicans at present
in Medrid, and who are soon going to the United States have
entered into agreement with Jack Johnson %o send him and his wife
to Mexico where a fight will be arranzed between him and some
American. George Velois and Gus Rhodes of Johnson's suite have
already esked for their passports. Johnson claiming he will get
there without a passport. If the above rumor is true the follow-
ing data in Johnson's career in Spain during the war according

to his own words should be made known to every U. S. citizen.

"One night in Johnson's house where wkre his wife,

George Velois, CGus Rhodes, one 0tto, a German wrestler, Josephine
Sanchez and myself. I remaried about the change of view being
made by many of the pro-Germans in Madrid. The Sanchez woman said
it was a change of face but not of heart. Johnson said that most
of them were now like Velois, before all for Germany, now against
her. I was for Germany before and am for her yet and always

will be. Another night in presence of the same persons and three
Spaniards Johnson in order to prove to me that England and France
were purporting to attack Gernany two weeks before Germany de=-
clared war, said that while in Belgium he found the wallet of an
Englishman in which were two telegrams which had been sent from
Longdon advising this man that Enpgland and France were preparing
to attack Germany. That these telegrams were stolen smong other
vapers frcem him in Paris. On another nizht in presente of various
visitors to prove to me that England was the first to use asphyxi-
ating gases, Johnson ssid that, one night while motoring in
Enzlend on account of a nunchered tire he stopped near a large
nlant eand went in to get a wrench, that inside of this plant he

fo, many men and women engaged in filling shells with a bad

sm ﬁqg oas, thet he asked a man what they were making and he
seid tha éﬁha% s to be used againgt the Germens, and that his

wife was WLtnes .%nggfn% that it was six months before the
Germans began u31ng ga




-

"Another time dwrine a discussion of the neutrslity of
spain, I remarked that a&ll the world knew that the German sub-
marines were sunplied off the coast of Spain. Johnson said
that was something the Allies could not prove.

That he Xkxnew
it was true as he had seen submarines come into and get supplies

off the Coast of lMalaga end Palma de Mallorca, and that he knew
& man here in Madrid who was in this supply business.
"Johnson,as an American knowing all this why did you not report
it to your government's representatives?" "Report, hell, I
offered them my services and they game me a little job and
kicked sbout my kicked about my expense accounts, so I stopped
fooling with them. Although I could have given them information
with which they could have made a reputation for themselves here
in Spain.™ I said, "Johnson you being an exile from the United
States with various indictments hanging over you, why didn't

you use this information to make yourself good with the United
States and get these indictments lifted so you could have re-
turned to the United States with hounr®"™ "Oh, to hell with them

I would not believe any promises they would have made me. The
Germans treat me as a man and my wife as a lady.”

JWL : MCG

Copies to:

Gen'l Churchill
Naval Attaché
Passport Office.

W. LANG
Ma jor, Inf., U.S.A.

MaLLY, M.1 8,68 FEB 28 1019

Copy seat to Military Attache, Mexico City, Mexico for information,

2/20/19,
Copy sent to Department of Justice, for information, 2/24/19.

Dalivered to
Y of J. Fabi 28.4_191(9;.
GCV D

I said, I
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No. 450 =z MIL IvT o anen

AMERICAN EMBASSY EXEOUT. i,

OFFICE OF THE MILITARY ATTACHE

ZURBANO, 14 December
MADRID  SPAIN 9th WAT [V e om
191 8. ;;fﬁgp
Captain Ruth, "~
M. 1. 4-F jG. T. M.
FROIIL: The Military Attaché, American Embassy, Madrid. zzlff
TO: Director, Militery Intelligence Division, Washington,

Do CO

SUBJECT: {ffk Johnson and his Associates.

l. Agent in Madrid reports as follows :=-

"I have spent over a week in company of the
Johnson family (Jack Johnson) end their set, and nothing more
worthy of report has been seen or heard. My opinion is, that
the whole affair is nothing more then a lot of small talk
among & bunch of down-aendsouts, cheap gamblers, pimps end
prostitutes such as frequent the Ideal, the iflaxim and other
cheaper drinking places in the neighborhood.

"There are in Madrid a crowd of so-called Amer-
icensg, Spaniards and shady character of other nations who hav-
ing no visible means of support, most of whom appears to have
a resentment against the English, French and U, S. O0fficials
for not providing them with passports so they can le ave the
country, and this resentment seems 10 be especially directed
against the U. S. Officials on-aacount of Public Snubs, either
real or imagined, which the so-called American and Spanish
element of this crowd cleims have been given them. Johnson is
surrounded by a set of cheap admirers and parisites, principal
among whom are a Spaniard named Sanchez (locally called Spex)
who claims Norfolk, Va. &g his home, and one Veleau (Valois)
who hails from Toledo, Ohio, and various other young sports
of the type which can be found any night in Chelito's "Cabaret
del Amor", at 31 Calle Teutan. They are all hand-in-gldve
with the German element. Johnson and Sanchez claims Mendene jo
&s their personal friend.

"After being with this gang nightly for over a
week, kistening to their talk I am convinced that this crowd
is the author of all these rumors which were begun by them in
order to discredit or black-mail U.S.Representatives in Spain.

mAmong the better class of Spaniards such as
frequent the Manchega club and the Ateneo, thé U.S. and her
soldiers and representatives have always been spokexm: in the
of in the most respectful and highest terms. I have made &
special inquiry among friends who frequent these centres,
and not one has ever head any derogatory remark about or against
any U.S. representative in Spain either soeielly or officially.
Cne of the gentlemen of whom I inquired said that he has been
surprised to note the change of feelings and sentiments in
Madrid towards the U.S., that in those large cafés where former=-
ly German language was always heard now eévery body seems to be
afraid or ashamed t0 speak German.

"y professor of languages who has a school in
town tells me that he has had more applicanks for studies in
English and French than he could receive, most all who were
attendants in cafes and hotels."

Copies to:
golH- Q,O
ol W.C.Jones. N W, LANG
— T3

J'OI‘, Inf. )U.S.A.

U247 7
o
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August 20, 1918

b i
Emmett Jo Scott, Esqe, |
TBpeial Agsistant to The Jecrotary of War, . :
Washington, D. Ce ‘

My dear Mre Scotts

| a certificate from the Clerk of the United sStates District Court for the
Pl lorthern Distriect of Illinois in the case of the People of the United
States vs. John Arthur Johuson, showing that the defendant was indieted
i on April 30th, 1913, charged with a violation of Sectiomnll of the Vhite
oo Slave Traffic Act; that he was tried and convisted on June 4th, 1913 and
] ‘ sentemcad to one year and one day in the Illinols State Penitentiary amd :
| to pay a fine of 1,000; that on June 25th, 1913, the place of confinement !
was chan;ed to the United Stotes Penitentiary ~t Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; !
that pending the determination of the case in the Unlted States Circuit o
! Court of Appeals the defendant was released on bond in the sum of $15,0003
i that July 3, 1914, loave was granted to flile the mandate of the United |
b States Circuit Court of Appeals and the defendant wasg ordered to appear !
; before the Court on August 7th, 1914; the cise was set for trial on October
- 5, 1914 and the defendant was ordersd to present a new bond in the sum of
15,000 in twonty days; that there has been no trial had nor boud filed
in the said case and the defendant did not appear; upon failure of the de-
fendont to appear a bench warrant was icsued by the Distrlet Court and said
warrant is now in the hands of the U. 5. Marshall, Chicagoej the warrant calls
for the defondant's apprehension at any time he is found within the comfimes o
of the United States. |

In refaronce to the casn of Jack Johnson, I am in receipt of ' <
|
1

Under date of iay 15th, 1918, Johnson wrote from the Palace Hotel
Madrid to Arturo Craven, 3a Tacuba 15, Escuela do Cultura Fiasilca, Ugarteche,
dexico, DeF., asking the addrossee to send him five thousand pesetas in ad-
vance for a proposed trip to llexico to engage in several bouts. Under the
date of June 29th, 1918, Mr. Frank S. Armamnd wrote you asking that Johnsom
be given a chance to return to the United States and enlist in the Army.
lre Fitts of the Departuent of Justice has st:ted to me that the Department
would do nothing for a man who is a fugitive from Justice until he comes
back and surrenders himself. In order, therefore, to do anything along the
lines of Mr. Armand's suggestion it would be neocessary to obtain a pardon
from the President.
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Do you wish me to take any Ffurther action in this matter?

With kindest reymrds and best wishes, I am,

Yours faithfully,

Saptain, USA

M LLD, LB

i
{
|
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From: The Department Intelligence Officer =~ Chicago, |

Tos Chief, Military Intelligence Branoh, ‘
Executive Division, 1
1550 FQ Stl, NOWQ, WaShington, DOCQ ‘

Subject: JACK JOHNSON.

1. Referring to your's,PP 214/1M.I.4-22, August 7th, o
concerning JACK JOHNSON.

2¢ As per your request, enclose herewith, Certificate :
of Clerk of U.S. District Court, Chicago, Illinois, showing
the conviction of JACK JOHNSON, formmer pugilist,

3¢ Mre. Joseph Ryan, U.S. Deputy Marshal, Chicago, i
I1linois, informs us that the defendent, JACK JOHNSON, ‘
did not appear or file a new bond. f

4, Upch failure to appear, & bench warrant was
issued by the District Court, and said warrant is now in
the hands of U.5. Marshal, Chicago, Warrant calls for
his apprehension at any time he is found within the
confines of United Statess

Aictioee v ‘

Carl Reichmann,
TBC~P : Colonel, Infantry.
2 Encle Certificate
of Clerk of Us.SeD.Court,
Chicago, Ill.
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DEPARTMENT INTELLIGENCE (FPFICER, CHICAGO.

~-COPY™

k
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA )

( 88 Lo
NORTHFRN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS )

I, Te Co MacMillan, Clerk of the District Court of the
United States for the Northerm District of Illinois, do hereby certify
that in the case of ¥The United States of America versus John Arthwe !
Johngson, No. 8166, an indictment was returned on April 30, 1913, into '
sald Court charging sald defendant with the violation of Sesction 2,
White Slave Traffic Aot; that said defendant was tried and convicted o
| and on June 4, 1915 was sentenced to serve one year and one day in 1
the Illinois State Penitentiary at Joliet, Illinois, amd to pay s f
fine of One thousand dollars ($1000.00); that on June 25, 1913, the %
place of confinement was changed to the United States Penitentiary :
at lLeavenworth, Xansasg that pending the determination of the case o
in the United States Clrcult Court of Appeals defendant was released
on bond in the sum of Fifteen thousand dollars, ($15,000.00)3 that
- July 31, 1914, lesve was granted to file ths Mandate of the United
1 States Circult Court of Appeals and the defendant was ordered to
appear before the Court on Augnst 7, 19}43 that on August ¥, 1914,
Co the csuse was set for trisl on October B, 1915, and the defendant

'1
. was ordered to present a mew bond in the swm 0f Pifteen thousand ‘
b dollars (§15,000.00), in twenty (20) daye. 1

LI

I further certify that there has been no trisl had, nor
bond filed in said cause up to and including this date.

(S®BaAL) IN TESTIMONY WHERFOF, I have hereunto

get my hand snd affixed the seal of sald Court
. at my office in Chicago in said Diatriot, this
© twalfth day of Amgust, A+ De 1918,

(Signed) Ts C. MaoMillan
Clexic.

i
{
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UNITED STATES OF ANERICA

IORTHFRN DISTRICT OF ITIINOIS

I, T. C_ MacMillan, Clerk of the District

Court of the United States for the Northern District of
Illinois, do hereby certify that in the case of The United
States of America versus John Arthur Johnson, No. 5166,
an indictment was returned on April 30, 1913, into said Court
charging said defendant with the violation of Section 2, White
Slave Traffic Act; that said defendant was tried and convicted
and on June 4, 1913 was sentenced to serve one year and one day
in the Illinois State Penitentiary at Joliet, Illinois, and to
pay a fine of One thousand dollars ($1000.00); that on June 25,
1013, the place of confinement was changed to United States
Penitentiary at Leavenworth,Kansas; that pending the determination
of the case d4n the United States Circuit Court of Appeals defendant
was released on bond in the sum of Fifteen thousand dollars,
($15,000.00); that July 31, 1914, leave was granted to file the
liandate of the United States Circuit Court of Appeals and the defend-
ant was ordered to appear before the Court on August 7, 1914; that
on August 7, 1¢14, the cause was set for trial on October 5, 1915 ,
and the defendant was ordered to present a new bond in the sum of
Fifteen thousand dollars ($15,000.00), in twenty (20) days.

I further certify that there has been no trial had, nor

bond filed in said cause up to amd including this date.

IN TESTIMCNY WHERECF, I have hereunto
set my hand and affixed the seal of said Court
at my office in Chicago in said District, this

twelfth day of August, A. D. 1918,

| ~7?% )}1AL4;/0/»~;LJZIL4k/L/\
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Apgust 7, 1918 77

Ghing, Mititary Int~1li:ence Branch, Bxecutive Division.

Froms

Tos ;g;gﬁnimﬂxﬁga&% Santral Departnent, Chlesgo, Ill.
-

Jubjects Jaok qummn.

P

1. Will you kinely send me a certifisate of the Clerk of the
United States Distriet Court at Chiosww, Illinois, showing the con-
vietion of Jack Johnson, pugllist, whan and of whot orime he was con-
vioted, his sehbence :nd the present legel status of the case?

Ver, truly yours,

e Gmu,
Colonel, Gensral Staff,

By

. Ko Sehmuok,

gk Gum:ain, Ue Se He Ae

*
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CHILFE b1 nom win e 194

=
2




JERNIEI

..

ORFY ¥, CHIEF OF STAFF

Y peanch.
< BIA1T lelodm22 _
o o
ol F2 /¢ /75
2 ad

-«
WAK %&PARTMENT

71

Au, wst 5, 1918

Beomet Je dooth, ?w..‘”?é” “
Spogial dasistant $: 7 e

lacratary of lar,
Washin bor, De e

iy donr MHre Joott:

Jome $ime ago 1oomde an ingeiry thiouwgh Asslistamt At
tornoy Fitts as to the prosemt sintus of the case apalnat Jask

dJohnson. 4 fow doye age 1 was over In the Depawrtment of Justise
wai I stopped i &o seo Nre Fittm to imquire sbout ite He ine
formed me that Johwson hme bdoes convieted of a viclation ef the
White dlave ot in Onhdeage and has flad the cewmtry, subesquent
%0 the conviotlion; that the Depnriment refused to do wmything for
aaam wo Le o rugitive from justios until he zives hinmself wpe

I have writtem to the Clexk of the District Court in
the Unitnd States Distriot of Osrlcage, asieing him to sond s resord
af the conviction and suntwmoe of Johmsome LTty I receive this

I will be in » hetter vosition to determines Just what is %o Be
So%de

In viow 0 the fact that the entire subjest of neprro
subversion has boon taken awmy from deled I would like to kuow

vhether you desire to have subsement pommuniestions sddressed %o
you or to Uoptain Ferking, whe is in ohearge of the sestiom of
¥111tary iorsle.

Vith kindest ropards ani Dbest Ashos, I am,

Yours ‘nith ully,

HAU 0K
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WAR DEPARTMENT, =3 YR
WASHINGTON. ] :
T s HM;'«V?
July 3, 1918, 27
Captain Uterhart,
Monroe Courts,
Washington, De C.
Deor Captain Uterhart: ) 7

The enclosed letter refers to a matter recently dis~-

cussed by us.

Will you kindly, at your convenience, advise me as to

whether I had better Wis matter in any way.

W encCe

Yours very sincere

—

C
@WA—M{M@” 2o tf—

pec;;‘tal Assistant.
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NEW YORK. June 29, 1918.
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Hon. Emmett J. Scott, s /@L/v7::
Special Assistant to the Sect'y of War, = cg; =
Washington, D. C. it ) ART MENT

My Dear Mr. Scott, L//f

| I am writing in the interest of Jack Johnson who, it is

reported is in Spain and very anxious to wipe out his past: - Nt

record and be pardoned of the crime that is charged against him
by the authorities of the United States, by enlisting in the
United States Army in France and doing whatever service that

he may be assigned to in the interest of the United States.

- As we are all Texans, I am appealing to you especially
on that ground to do everything within your power that is
possible to be done, so that Jack may have a chance to come

- back to America if he should be taken in the service and should
l survive the war.

, I am not in communication directly with him, but I
P understand that he is willing to serve the interest of the
l United States in France, and that he hopes by such service to

win back the good opinion of the American people, that he lost
by reason of indiscretions in his earlier years. I think if
you can help him along these lines, you will be doing not only
service to him, and the people of Texas who are especially
interested in him, but you will be doing service for the entire
race everywhere. I know you will do it if you can.

Very truly yours,

Tt f e

v
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Writer confirms his cabel to addressee as follows: \ b
"Send me five thousand pesetas in advance and

also transportation first cla for three persons. ‘
Writer received addressees' answer saying tha ! ﬂ

t%e above would be sent, but has not kEmuxreceived \ |

it yet, ' ! 1
Addressee wishes writer to go to Mexico so tha ‘

several bouts can be arranged there, and writer

seems very anxious to go.

G.E .G.
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