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e DEPatrtment of State,
g % ‘:{&{5‘:;"% Buﬁéﬁa\
WU 45 Ot JUN - Dbnstinglon,
1913
t&ﬁan%ﬂﬁ‘z June 26, 1913.
Bradley,

American Consul,

Hontrecl, Canada.

Reported Jack Johnson, pugilist, convicted under
wvhite slave laws now in Montreal intending to forfeit bond
and sail for Europe tomorrow. Investigate and if report
verified sugrest to local authorities desirability of de-

portation to United States under immigration laws.

BRYAN.
c.

Y/C
Telephoned

11:22 p.m.

Enciphered by

Sent by operator 14 :45 F.M. June 26, +19%,.. - D=FXN.
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE.

/

Coay .
A p OFFICE OF

A LT INN

THE 6LRECTOR OF THE CONSULAR SERVICE.

STATEMENT »

June 27, 1913.

Mr. Bielaski, Chief of the Division of Investigaticn
of ihe Department of Juetice telephoned that Assistant
Attorney Genoral Herr says that clearly the Departiment Jf

Justice can do nething further in the case of Jack Johnsen

because he is not extradiisble; that the Departmeni will
have t. accept the immigration authurities' statement cf
the siluaticn ana it does not con.emplate any further
action, and requests the Department cf State te so inform

the ConsuleCeneral at Monireal.

WJC




‘e V

45 1913 ‘;/TELEGRAM RECEIVED. FLATN
SOORKTYRET OF STATE.

s ISRy g WIMANGIRIS R = WOV

Fram
S Mcutreal, Quebsc,
) ~ o
‘J/J%%N tk Datea Juae 27 l‘dla,
Ny Rec'd 12:10 P. 3.

N

N

N
Wﬂ-*///j W -
Secretary of State, N
Washingbon. ;L;z;/HS.'\<&1 |

‘ cohnsca located, lamigraticn authoritiss
Lers and Otbawa interviewed. They have sent wen to

gohason but i1f he has trausportation as tourist
Camiclt Ve alrirested Or Licld DYy thiew. Fatraditicuw

~ NP -, - Ao
CualddllDbI iy wrlicol™8 &V didud wa . sducsd ucuiyufafilg .

Tuwazdiate lastoructicue r£agussted.

. DRADLEY
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Deciphered by

Index Bu,—No, 51.




. C/Ho .
TELEGRAM SENT. mV

e - -t P——

N

/» Department of State,

‘/} } ’f : ’ o

g ‘ Drastungton, June 27, 1913
American Censul=General, 47}%%5%%2Z¢.
Montreal, (Canada) .. -

Your telegram teday. Department of Justice helds that if Johnsen cannot

be deported under immigration laws, ne further action is possible as ex=-

D

tredition cannot be requested under eur treaty.

Enciphicred by

Scnt by opearator AV , 1917,

Index Bu  No 50
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AMERICAN CONSULATE-GENERAL,

Montreal, Canada, June 3uth,, 1vl3,

SuBJeECcT: Denortation of Jack Johazon, pugilast,

THE HONORABLE

! \
THE SECRETARY OF STATE, k

WASHINGTON.

SIiR:

Re ma*ter of Jack Johnson, I have the honor c

to report that on receint of a t2lephone message from the
Deparitment of Jusitice at my resideace about 11 P,I,,
Thursday June 26th, asking assistance in the matter, I
referved thew to the State Depaftment,and communicated witn
the 1local police, who located Johnson that night, The next
morning, on receint of message from the Dsvnartment; -

"Washingtoa, D.C,
June 256tv, 1v173,

American Consul-General
Montr=zal, Canada,

Reported Jack Jowinson pugilist convicted under white
slave laws now in Montreal intending to forfeit bond and
sail for Furope to-morrow investigate and if revnort veri-
f1ed suguest to local authorities desirability of deport-
United Statz2s under Immigration Laws,

Bryan?

A

atio>n to




I called upcn thes local Emigration Authorities, and frowm
their office communicated dirsct with the Chiefl of the
Dominina Emigration Service at Ottawa, The decision was
that, if Johnson had his ticket through from Chicago to
Burope or elsewhzre, the Dominisa Authurities could not
gton nim,

I communicated with the Steaunshipn Compani<s
and the Allan Line by wiring their Chicago office for me,
found that Johnson had a ticket to Havre, France by their
Tine,

On receipt of Denartment's telegram of June
tthy -

"Washinmton,D,C,
June <7th, 1913,

American Consul=General
Montreal, Canada,
Your telegram to-day Departument of Justice
holds that if Johnson canad>t be devworted under Immigration
Laws no further actinn is possible as extradition cannot be

requested under our Treaty.
Bryan'

I azain placed the matter before the Emigration
Autvorities at Montr-2al and Ottawa as a "suzgzgestlon! They
interviewed Jonnson and confirmed what the Allan Line had
revorted to me. In additioan to seeing these officials, I
interviewmed the French Vice Ccnsul=Gzneral in=Charze to
Canada, to see if his authority extended to stoopiag such a
man embarking for France, He revlied that he was powerless
but that a cable to the French Autihiorities at Havre might

cause hig arrest and deportation,

Johnson sailed on the "8S, CORIVTHRIANY of the

Ailan Line, Sunday morning June 2¢th, 1luvl3,
I have the honor to bz, Sir,

/;iygnéfour obedieat ijig:i>,

erizcan’C -General,

Ti1le No, $£55




July b, 1912,

Tne Secretary of State presents his compliments to
The Honorable the Attorney Genersl and ias the honor to
enolose copy of & despatch from the Consul-General at
Kontreal, Canala, reportine that one Jack Johnson, &
fugitive from Juctice from the United States, passed through
Cansde om nis way 4o France aund that ue cdould not be deported
freom Canada, for the reuson'that he nad & throuzh ticket from

Chicago to Havre, “rance.

Enclosure:

From iontreal, Ko. 404, June 30, 1913.
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TELEGRAM SENT. 7, & [ige 00

(CONSULAR,) %:#*J RN

ﬁe“ 4. 7

Eepartment of State,

Dfwstienglon, Pebruary 18, 1915.

American Consul,

Cienfuegos, (Cuba). /6%%7

/
Zijj&ﬁﬁau %, Jack Johnson left Barbados February eleventh steamship
HENRY KRAGER. Cable whether hewhes arrived Cienfuegos,

whether left there, and if so, date departure, name of

Py o

vessel, destination.

! - ;'ll -
Ot 4 + f —

The above refers to - telephone call Peb 18, . 145 rom Department of Justice

{ Bureau of Inreatigationa.
Subject %(, ' ’{&’B .
Confit med I)V mazl f q\f@ %\

Enciphered by

Sent by operator M, o0 oL L L, 19




Fo - =2 7825 ;
Secretary of “tata, ;%%f%;:f%ﬁ> ;
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4 Undated
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February 20, 1915, .
o,
The Honorsble

The Attorney Gencral.

Having reference to the telephonic inquiry from the
Bureau of Investigations of your Department in regsrd to
the movements of Jack Johnson, I now have the honor to
confirm this Department's telephone communication of Febru-
ary 19th to that Bureau informing it that the American
Consul at Cienfuegos, Cuba, has re,.orted by telegraph that
Jack Johnson hes not as yet arrived at that place.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Your ohedlent servant,

For the Secretary of State:

-
FESL S

Qounselor.

-

.
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SOLIMOR'S OFFIGE]
FEB 20 1915
> DEkarTMENT oF STATE,

i P

% HIEGRAM RECKIVED.

N Do Cienfue
i Undated

nﬁfj’ Recd. February 19, 1915, 6 p m
Y

N
e ———

R
ke 8
AN ¥
Secretary of State, ///// Q*:B x
Waghingeton. N X
N
Fvening paper today reports ;Iimwmﬁ
Johneson as landed Tamplco. -
&7
ol™
EARTLEMAN & m
<0
o
/ . T ““ L

Deciphered by

ladex Bu,—No, 51.
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TELEGRAM SENT. ‘}/‘"}5’71 N K{}/%\ b

(CONSULAR.) - s

| e Eepai:tment of State,

PN Dtastengton, Tebruary 25, 1915.
&

ol

L 4
AN ! f\,:,
<y

r Anierican Consul
|

y Fobana (Cuba).

| {-
‘ /\)}A i’”’?&ﬂ\
[ W *}f‘ Pregs reports Jack Johnson Habgna. Telegraph soom as

possible nane, nationality, probable destination, date sailing,

vessel leaves on.

: J Jie/Di ﬁgeif\f wf,

Request Lir, Pilwe, Bureau of Inve tlbatlons, Deparhqent of Justlce

The above refers to . . . 19 7 from
Subject

Confirmed by mail : . o 19 .

; 1647’)\{&}\)3%?5\%3 o |




THILHGRAM RIGCKIVIG ;
wep SCHIVED. pEp CIPHER

r")];o 772 Havans

e Daved Fobruary 24, 1913,
Voo Reecg. 1:15 P M.
b
i
v o ‘
) L’\,{“ i i
Sccrewary ol Slate) iy i
’ i
Washins Lon. |
(-

Feuruary twenty-four, ten A M.
T reply o belegran wwenty-three.
Hos bsen announced Havana today that
the indivicual named abandons Mexican engage-

ment and  wWill remain here. Fighvs Havana

{his eveninc. Wauching, and will InTora you.

RODGERS

Decipliered by

lodex Bu - No, 51
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Yebruary 26, 191b6.

Phe vecretary ofi wlale pieseuls is compliments to
the Eonoruoble The Attorror General, and confimming a
telephone message of sebruwr; £Eth to Kr. Pike of the
Bureau of Investigations, has the honor to say that a
telogram of “ebruary 24th has been received from the
smeriecan Consul Ueneral at Esbanv, Cuba, reporting that
it was announced in Habana that day that Jack J ohnsor had
abandoned his llexican engagement and would remain in Fabara;
that be would firht in Habang that evening., The C(Consul
General adds that he is walching developments and will

telepraph nromptly tke information desired.

242,11767/5
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ADDFESS REPLY TO
THE ATIOPNEY GENERAL
AND REFER rO
INITIAT S AMYD NUMBER

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
WASHINGTON,D.C.

Fevmary 24,

The Secretary of Ltatlce. !
Sir:
1

[ have the honov to acknoviedse letter of

7/

N
AN
&
~

N

Wehruary 20, 1915, sigacd vy aoberd Lansinge, CounseloerXESB

referrinm to tre matter of 1

T4 is noted that there is thorein a confirmo-

A e s i =

tion of wour Departumeat’'s telephoue comaunication of

Pebruary 19th to the Burean of Tnvestisation of this

Department, inforaing it that the ~merican Congul at

cienfuepos, Cuba, hug reported by telegsruph that Jack

Jolason has uot an yeh arrived aut thas place.

Dagpoctlallyy
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Wer Lhe Ltlorvey honeran,
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nt Lttorae, Jonoers i,
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ADDRESS REPLY TO

1HE AIIORNEY GENERAL ® MP"‘CE

s REKER TO
airiats ANDNUMBER

0 DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
&S~Q &B\r\k) o WASHINGTON,D.C.

- WO 3 OFRIOR:
MAK @ 11915

March 1lst, 19

The Honorable, ‘"
The Secretary of State.

Sir:

& >
*'n
I have the honor to invite your attention \\Q A

to the case of the United States versus John Arthur

= :

Johnson, involving a violation of the White Slave g'ﬂ !

o] )

Praffic sct. This defendant was convicted in the Sﬁ
e

NWorthern District of Illinois and, pending an appeal, 3 3

was relessed on bond. The Circuil Court of avnneals
has rendercd & decision in the case favorable to the
Government. Johnson forfeited his bond and is now a
fugitive from justice. :ccording to press dispatches
he is in Havana, Cuba.
The Chief of the Bureau of Investigation
has becen advised by an official of the Cuban Legation
that the Cubaen Government will he zlad to deport this
defendant as en undesirable citizen if & reguect is !

made through the :roper chamnels. I, thercfore, have g

the honor to reyuest thet the Cubun soverament be com=-

municated with, looking to the deportation of this



-

fugitive and that this Department be advigsed when

Johnson is deported and the name of the boutl on

which he sailg.

“

4

& . o - - - AL R
assietant attorney Genersal,
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Aepartment of State

Ofiice of the Solicitor

March 2, 1915.
Dear Ilr. Nielsen:

I agree with your conclusion that a request
for Johmsom's deportation, under the circumstances
of this case, would really be a request for his ex-
tradition and apparently if we presemnt such a re-
quest we should make the usual statement that under
the laws of this Country we could not grant a request
in a reciprocal case.

30 far as I recall, the Department has presented
but one or two requests im recemt years and the re-
quest or requests presemted have been refused.

Authorities asking us to meke such requests dur-
ing the past year, or since the time whem I have
been looking after extradition matters, have been
told that im view of the imability of this Government
to reciprocate and of the necessity, in good faith,

to accompany requests of this character with informs-




Depariment of State

Difice of the Solicitar

-2
tion as to such ingbility and im view also of the
further comsideration that the experience of the De-
partment has beem that requests of this nature, when
sccompanied by such imformatiom, have almost uniform-
ly been refused, it was the prsctice of the Department
not to present such requests. N
It seems to me that this prectice might well be
followed in the present case unless possibly the De-
partment shall ascertain that the wishes of the Cuban
Government would be met by the presentation of this
requesf. As apparently involving the Depasrtmernt of
Justice in further inasppropriate communicstion with the
Cuban Legation or officials thereof it would seem that
the Depertment could not well ask Justice to ohtain
such assurances but I presume that am informal inguiry
made by our Legation at Havama would not be improper.
In any answer made to Justice it would appear

appropriate to give an intimatiom of this Department's
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Mepartsuent of State

@Dilice of the Solicitoy
-3

opinion concerning the communication had by offi-
cials of the Department of Justice with the Cuban
Legeation.

My personal opirior regarding the advisability
of taking this metter up with the Cuban Government
is that it would be unwise to do so. I believe that
requests of this nature should only be made in cases
of the utmost seriousness and that Johmson's case
does not come under this head. If we present the
request in this case amrd it is honored, the matter
will, of course, be given great publicity and a
precedent will be established and widely knowm which
will justify the 3tate ard Federal authorities im
asking the Department to present future requests of
this character amd doubtless the Department would be
importuned many times on the strength of this pre-
cedent amd would be embarrassed in refusing such

importunities.
JRB/R1D.
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Aepartment of State

Oflice of the Solicitor

611.410/217.
Merech 4, 1915,

Dear L. Leasing:

I think this letter should be
answered in this sense. DJuring the
coursc of a telephone conversation
with o young lawyer in the Devart-
ment of Justice, I intimated to him
the imuvro,riety of deals like this
beines fixed up by investigating of-
ficials in the Devartment of Justice
with the Cuban Legaution.

TL AT,
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Department of State . 7
Oifice of the Solicitor -

liarch 4, 1915. - -

Diplomatic Bureau:

Acimowledge (letter of liarch 1, from the De-
rartment of Justice) and say:

No information has come from the Cuban Covern-
ment to the Tevartment through the proper dinlomatic
channels regarding this matter. The "enartment
notes the statement in your letter to the effect that
the Chief of the Bureau of Investigation has been ad-
vised by on official of the Cuban Legation that the
Cuban Government vould be glad to dejort the accused as
an undesirable alien if a reguest for his denortation
should be made through the proper channels. Inasmuch
as the Cuban authorities have allowed this man to
enter Cuba, it would aipear that he is not debarred

from adnission into that country under its ilLiamigration

lawrs., Conscguently, it would seem that any rroceed-




Depariwent of State

Oifice of the Solicitor
-2 -
Frvioss g

ings teken ageainst him with 2 view to,leaviame- Cuba
would be in the nature of an act of expulsion through
cdministrative action on'the rart of the Cuban author-
ities. “he Department does not consider itself in a
rosition to make & request of the Cuban Government
with a view to such a proceeding.

Furthermore, action by this Govermment in the
nature suppested in your letter would aprear to be
equivalent to 2 request for the extradition of the
accused, although the offense with which he is charged
is mot included in the extradition treaty between
this Goverument and Cubea. lequests of this charac-
ter have been very infrequently made by the Department,
and authorities asking the Department to make such

requests have been informed that, in view of the in-

ability of this Government to takxe reciprocal action




Departnient of State

Oifice of the Solicitor

in the matter of surrendering a fugitive, and in

view of the necessity in good faith to accompany

~uch requests with information as to such inability,
and in consideration of the fact that the experience

of the Deoartment has been that reguests of this nature
when accomvsnied by such information have been 2lmost
unirormly refused, it has been the proctice of the De-
partment not to present such requestse.

If the De:artment were to act in cccordance with
the request contained in your lctter, it would scem
that & yprecedent would be created which, in all vroba-
bility, would nrompt rcquests of a similar nature which
the o, artmont would be embarrassed in being obliged to
decline.

he Deportment regrets thot for the reasons stated
it docs not feel ot liberty to comnhly with your request.

Fme Sy

L‘\,“,/ - e

o»f(/:(f/{u’ -~




Aepariment of State

Office of the Solicitor

Merch 2, 1915.

Dear iLir. Baker:

Here is the letter from Justice
regarding which I spoke to you. It seems
to me that a request for Johnson's denor-
tation under the circumstances of this
case is a virtual request for his extra-
dition, since he would not be deported
from Cuba to the country from whence he
came. A seemingly unpleasant f{eature of
this case is that it a-pears th.t officials
or the Department of Justice have been in
direct communication with the Cuban Legation
regarding Johnson's denortation. In all
probability such communication was initiated
by the Department of Justice. Is it not
a fact that since the case of Stensland in
Morocco, we nave vnrobably not asked for the
extradition of any verson unless the of-
fence with which such person was charged
was included in some treaty rrovision?
“hile it micht be desireable to have this
man brought back, 1t seems that it might
be well that we should first have definite
information regarding the cormunication
which arypears to have taken rvlace betieen
the Terartment of Justice and the Cuban Le-
cation.

AT,

M
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
OFFICE OF THE COUNSELOR
March 5, 19165,
Dear Mr. Lansing:

Replyine to your iaguiry in the
Jack Johnson case =The offense for which
Johanson i~ incficted is not an extraditable
one, and the provieious of our treaty of
1903 with Cuba z2nd of the vuban “Yonstitutiou
defining the Tuture relations of the United
otetes with Cuba are not of & c¢raracter whict
would support a request upon the part of
this Goverament that the cuban vovernment
should deport Jack Jdohnson merely because
he is under indictment for violatings a
United states statute. The vnban vovern-
ment micht be #iilines voluntarily to ex-
pel or deport Johnson, if it cshould be in-
forined by this Goverament that re was a
fugitive from justice. FPerhaps the Cuban
immieration lave wovld require his ex-
pulsion or J‘encrtetion uporn official
notice that he was under indictment in
our Federal Covrts on & criminal charge.
In that case, however, it ie douctful
whether he would be cent to the United
wtates or to the ceuntry whence he came to
Cuba, which 1 vaderstand was France. In
the 12tter c¢ace the stoamnchip coapznoy whic.
brourirt him mizhl pe vader ovlipation to
carry him back, bvt trhere pelas no obliza-
tion on any sleamehip cerrany to carry biim
to the United statec, the a2rnc.ce of his
trunsrortition here vwouvrld nave to be pro-
vided for by the united Lt-tes, a¢ the
Juban Jovernaeoi couvlio nct pe - xrect2d to

4

do thaot. 1 cCoubt 1ii trer: is any {und




DEPARTMENT OF STATE

OFFICE OF THE COUNSELOR

available for this vpurpose.

In these circumstances, 1 would suggect
that it is notjorth while to open up this
unsavory case with so mveh vncertainty as
to what the outcome of ocur etfforts wouvld
be. Ag the situation now stands, Johnson
will not volunatarily retura to the united
ctates, and I doubt whether the advantages
of bringing him to trial and puvnishine him
here would outweighthe benefit of his per-
manent absence. Loreover, undéer the new
paseport regulations he soon will have to
apply for & new parsport, and if pre-
cautions are t-zen to orevent his rettias
one, the outcome might be that he would be-
come & naturalized citizen of some other
country. It seems to me that hisc nermanent
exclusion from the United mtates ould be
vastly better than adcotine the course pro-
posed by the Department of Ju tice, both as
& matter of policy, ,and becavse, as lr.
Fislson voints out it wounld establish an
incoavenient precedent to trouble the Dle-
partment in the future.

71
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March 9, 1915,

The lionorable

The Attorney General.
olr:

I have the honor Lo acknokledge the receipt of
gour Department's letlter of the lst instant, in which
you suggest thatl this Department communicate wiih the
Cuban Government with a view to obtaining the deporta-
tion i'ron Cuba of John Arthur Johnson, convicied in the
Northern Disirict of Illinois of an offense agalnst the
whiite Blave Traffic Acti.

I have the honor to say in reply that no informa-
tion has come [rom the Cuban Government to the Depart-
ment throush the proper diplomatic channels regarding
th.ls matter. The Department notes the statement in
your letter to the effect that the Chic{ of the Sweau
of Investigation has been advised Ly an officlal of the
Cuban Legation that the Cuban Governmenit would be glad
to derori the accused as an undesirable allen if a
recuest for .uis deportation should be made tlhroush the
proper channels., Inasmuch as the Cuban authorities have

allowed this man to enter Cuba, it would appear that he

is

1/970///'2"/72"




ie not debarred from admission into that country

under its immigration laws, Consequently, it would
seem that any proceedings taken against him with a
view to Torcing him to leave Cuba would be in the
nature of an act of expulsion througch administrative
action on the part of the Cuban autiorities. The
Cepariment does not conegider itself in = position to
make a request of the Cuban Government with o view to
such a proceeding.

Furthermore, action by thils Government in the
noture suggested in your letter would appear to be
cequivalent Lo a recuest for the extradition of the
sccused, although the offense with which he is charged
is not included in the extradition treaty between this
Covernment and Cuba. Requests of this character have
beon very infrequently moade by the Department, and
authorities asking the Department to make such requests
hove been informed that, in view of the inubility of
this Goverment to take reciyrocal action in the natter
of surrendering a fugltive, and in view of itho necessity
in gnod faith to accomnany such recussits with information
28 to such inanility, aand in consideravion »T the fact

trat the experience »f Lhe Departzent nas been tnat

requests




requests of this nature when accompanied by such in-
formation have been almost uniformly refused, it has
been the practice of the Department not to present such
recuests.

I the Department were to act 1In accordance with
the request contzined in your letter, it would seem
that & precedeunt would be created which, in all proba-
bility, would prompt requests of &« similar nature which
the Department would be embarrassed in being obllged to
decline.

The Departiment regrets tnhat {or the reasons stated
it does not fecl at liberty to comply wiih your request.

I have ihe lLonor Lo be, Sir,

Your obedlsent servant,

For the Secretary of State:

Counselor.




No. 958

@&:ai‘s‘ui‘*ﬁwﬁ;'f}f);;\ AMERICAN CONSULATE-GENERAL, |
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MIAR 19 1915 ) Habana, Cuba, ilarch 6, 1915.
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SuBJECT: Case of Jack Johnson, iugilist.

’ i
by . - )

w

THE HONORABLE

THE SECRETARY OF STATE, {

o<

WASHINGTON.

I3

SIR:

[ L
" e

Y e

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of

ovieEg XNART

j/(’f///'?f?’

the Devartment's telegrarhic instruction of February
23, 1915, readinz as follows:

"American Jonsul,
Habansa.
Twentythird ypress reports Jack Johnson
Habana. Telezraph soon as possible name
nat ionality probable destination date sail-
ing vessel leaves on. h
Bryan." ;

a3Tid

Glet 8G HVW

And to confirm my reply, which extended, should have
read as follows:
"Secstate, Tashington.

Cefri, In reply to telegram twenty-three
has bheen announceé Habsna today that the
in7ividual named abandons i.exican engagement
ond will remain here. TIights Habana this
evening. Tatching end will inform you.

Roizers."”
Since the sending of this telegram, 1 beg to
state that we have kert comparatively close watch
uyon ..r. Johnson, au: have ascertainzd that apparent-

ly e has no wresent intention oi leavirz habsma. He

is said




is sa8id to Lave tal-

a:vearins each evening

house in ..arinao, and is

at the .ayret theater in

Habara, “ith occasiongl exhibitions at the so0-

called Stadium, a prize fizht structure whidch

occurpries the park dedicated by Cuba for the site

0Ff the laine rmonument.

believed to he more or

stitubtion, andi as it is

peonle interestcd ixn in:ividuals like ..r. Johnson,

it Ls rrovable that he will not

. .

«8 thie orize ring is
less of a emairent in-

attractinzy a class of

hi. residence for some tirne to come.

T have the honor to be, =Zir,

Your obedient servant
»
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Consul-=General.

see it to change
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Hareh £2, 1915,

The Secretary of State presents his compliments to
the Honorable the Attorney Jeneral and having refersnce
to previous correspondence coneerning the case of Jack
Johnson, now has the honor to enslose copy of a despatsh
on the subjeet from the Americen Consul-(eneral at

Habana, “ube,

Enclosure:
Prom HEabana Ro, 982 of
¥arch 6, 1915,
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THI.LEGRAM RECKIVED. M -
ERH e GREEN CIFHER
G270 Havana
0(5/ Dated April 7, 1915
Rec'd 4:35 P.M,
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el hdegate ‘ 919 N g
A S S - & by
Secretary of State, N
Washington. e ]

April 7, 2:00 P.M. )

Jack Johnson asks for emergency paSng
port for use in England and France. Does judielal
actlon against him in the United States debar
such protection?

GONZALES®S.

Deciphered by

index Bu.—No, 51,




DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Wureaw of @itizcufmip

MEMORANDUM

April o 1915.

ey Hit. 1ielsen:

Tho Dopurtmﬁnt has neld
i previous cAsen Lhat pass—
port: ghould not he {asued
o Americans Tho are ruei-
tives Lront justice in this
country. As the DPOsBs seion
of a passport aisists the
fucitive Trom escaping JUST
tice this o eerms entirely
roasonahlo. ™e gecretary
gnoko 1O me about this case
this norning . saild that he
considered that the passport
ghovld not he 1 suod. Le the
ot ter has heen helore i
perannully T think that this
telagrﬁm.mhould go 1o nhirn for
g rmatule.
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Repariment of State

Oifice of the Solicitor

242.11 J 63/9.
April 8, 1915,

Dear Nr. Flournoy:

I presume the Department will
find no difficulty ir authorizing
the refusal of a passport to a fug-
itive from justice, particularly a
person who has been convicted of &
crime by the federal courts of this
gountry. Sometime ago the Depart-
ment of Justice asked our &assistance
in getting the Cuban suthorities to
expel Johnson from Cuba, the ides be-
ing that he would be sent back to
this country. Por several reasons
it did not seem to me wise thet the
Department should take such action.
You may care to read the Department's
letter to Justice in relation to this
matter, I think it 1is desirable
that no passports should be issued.

FXI /IEB.




TELEGRAM SENT.

R Department of State, ,
DL : 2V S
é NS %M&Wa% jg A &} é
D ) ; (,,r o h

April 8th, 1915.

Havansae.

N

&

~

.
Anlegation, % ‘
\(»

Jack Johnson is a fugitive from justice having
defaulted on his bail and fled from the country pending ‘appeal

of action sgainst him under the white slave law. It would of waiz'—f\ %‘{

equxs® be improper to furnish him any passporg or letters of

any kind.
T
t/ -
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april 12, 1915,
HR
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ne 221, Habgn
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The dHonorable o N &
oo, GTATE 7. W ¥
The Secretary of 3tate, o \\\\\\\\ E
AN E
vashington. )
Sirs
5
il
48 there have been published several versions of the ﬁgr-
m
incident of Jack Johnson's securing a passport from this <
=]

Legation, I deem it proper to record the facts.

On Jecnesday morning, april 7, I informed 1Mr. Scholle,
the first Secretary, that Jack Johnson and his manager
were coming to the office that day for a passport for
Jonnson; that as I had to go out at 11 o'clock I wished
to say that I would not issue a passport to Johnson at

this time. Lir. 3cholle thought the case a difficult one to

pass on; but I told him that I had already decided; that

if my general understanding of Johnson's status at home

was correct, it would be absurd to ask protection for him
abroad, and that I would cable the Department for a
confirmation or reversal of rny understanding before acting
favorably. He asked 1f he should tell Johnson we would
cable the Department; I said to tell him nothing, but if he
wished to file a protest to let him do it in writing, and
to cet from him a statement as tc his status before the law
in the United States.

The
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The cay hefore I had signed for Llr, Scholle thres

passports in-blank, ~hen I returned to the office at

12:30 1r, dcholle had pone, and iir, Keyes, the clerk,
informed me that ... scholle nad issued Johnson a passyort,
A8 soon as Mr., Scholle rcached his home I called him on
the tslephone for an ¢xplanation of the violation

of my instructions., H¢ assured me ne had not done 80

intentionally and that he urdevrstood me to mezn that if

Johnson was free to return to the 3Jtates ne was entitled

t0 a passport; tnat Johnson had made affidavit to him

that he could so return without fear of arrest; also that

our Imbassy at London had issued him passports last September.
I told Mr, Scholle that action of no Embassy or Legation
could be my gulde, nor did Johnson's affidavit merit credence
against my understanding that Jommson is a fugitive from
Justice; and that T wished him to recover possession of

the passport pending inquiry of the Lepartment. Ilr. Scholle ’

replied that he belisved Johnson was entitled to a passport,
and that in view of the affidavit made and the action of the
american imbessy in London, he thought he had acted properly
in issuing it, especially as Johnoon wished to sail that
aftemoon and there was no time for delay; and that while
he was perfectly willing to take the responsibility of his
action he did not think he should be placed in the position
of asking a return of the passpprt,

I immediately wrote a note to Jommson stating thatthe
passport had been issued under misapprehension; that 1
wished time for investigation, and requested ivs return,

Simultaneously a cable of inquiry was sent to the Department.

-



Legation Clerk Ksyes delivered tne note, and, at the

instance of one Rosenthal, his sub-manager, Johnson declined

to return tne passport, but said he would come to the Lesation

the next day. I immediately made an unofficial request

of Prusident Lienocal, that he have Jommson's movements

watched by the Secrev Police and if he attempted to leave

Habara that the Legation be notified so that I might consider

making the necessary formal application for his detention,

ny idea being, as lr. Scholle issued the passport principally

on the strength of Jommson's affidavit, that if such affidavit

were false, I had ground for action,

The rresident complied with promptness and the service
was efficiently rendered; ur, Keyes remained on duty for
ten hours, or until nearly midnight, watching trains, etc.
Thursdey noon Rosenthal came to the Legation. After much
sparring and some bluster, he became convinced that I
intended to prevent Johnson's leaving with the passport
unless his right to it was confirmed by the Department,
and he then offered to hold Johnson here for ten days, 7o
this I consented. Friday morning the Department's cablegran,
confirming my original view, was received. I sent for
Jomson, and he quickly realized the situatidn and readily
surrendered the passport., I then asked that the secret
police who had teen shadowing Johnson be called off, and I
have thanked the President for his courteous assistance.

I have the honor to be, Sir,

Yfour obedient servant,




April 20, 1915.
No.

N
William k., Gonzales, Esquire, ii
American Minister, ::
Habans.. QQ\Qs
Sir: \\gg;
I have to acknowledge ihe receipt of your despatch E;
Fo. 221 of April 12, with reference to the issuance of
a reuasport to Jack Johnson, and toc enclose an irstruction A%”Qfl

07 this date to ¥r. Scholle disapproving his course in

that matter.
I am, Cir,
Your obedient servant,

FTor the Becretary of State:
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NOTE

See 130. J 6313~ for:

France - #392 - June 4, 1915.
To Spain - #105 - June 4, 1915.
Gt. Britain - #1065 - June 4, 1915.

Informing that John Arthur Johnson
is not entitled to a passport for the
reason that he is a fugitive from the
justice of the United States.
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