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same may be paid out of the fund for the relief of refugees and freed.
men, on the approval of the commissioner of the burcau of refugees und
freedmen,

Arrroven, June 15, 1866,

L |

June 15, 1868, CHAP. OXXIV.— An Act to fucilitale commereial, postal, and military Communication
—_— among the several States.

Preamble. Whereas the Constitution of the United States confers upon Congreas,
in express terms, the power to regulatc commerce among the several
?ta}tes. to establish post roads, and to raise and support urmies: There.

ore : — '
Steam rail- Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
m?‘tm‘l‘! oy States of Amerioa in Congress assembled, That every railul company
cengersand  in the United States, whosg rond is operated by steam, its sucee-sors,and
relght from one nssigns, be, and is herehy, authorized to carry upon ant over its road,
Btate to another yonts, bridges, and ferrics, all pnssengers, troops, government supplics,
roads of other  Mails, freight, and property on their way from any Stute to unother State,
Btates to form  and to receive compensation therefor, and to conneet with ronls of other
contluuous lines. gy 1104 50 18 to form contintions lines for the transportation of' the smnv to
the place of destination : Provided, ‘That this act shull not atfeet wny s:ipula-

Existing con- {joy hetween the government of the United States aud any ya'trond com.
tracts and condi-

tions not af- _pany for transportation or fures without compensation, nor impair or change

feoted. the conditions jinposed by the terms of any act granting lands to uny such
company to aid in the construction of i1s road, nor shall it bu construed to
New roads not autliorize any railroad compzu;{y to build any new rowl or connection with
:::“a‘::;g‘h:';'h‘ any other road without authority from the State ju which suil milrond or
from State. connection may be proposed.
Thisactmay  SecC. 2. And be 1t jfurther enacted, That Congress may at any time
be amended, &o. giter, amend, or repenl this nct.

ArpProveD, June 15, 18066.

June 18, 1866, CHAY. CXXVI.— dAn Act to authorize the Commissioner of Palents to pay those em-
wyed as Examiners and Assistant Examiners the Salury fixed by Law for the Duties
performed by them,

Pay of thoss  DBe 1t enacted by the Senate and Ilouse of Representatives of the United
mﬂ‘l‘:ﬁ‘:’ﬁ ox- States of America 1n Congress assembled, ‘Thut the commissioner of
sistant exam-  patents is hereby authorized to pay those employed in the patont oflice
fners in the pat- from April first, eightcen [hundred ) and sixty-ono, until the first duy of
sat oftice. August, cighteen hundred and sixty-five, a8 examiners and a-sistant
' cexaminers of patents, at the rates fixed by law tor these re<pective

To be taken grades; Provided, That the same be paid out of the patent oflive funl,
ﬁ‘&mova:eg‘ o, tud that the compensation thus paid shall not exceed thut recelved by those
ottice Tundy X% Quly enrolled as examiners and assistant oxanminers of patents for the

same period.
Arrrovep, June 18, 18606,

June 21, 1866,  CHAP. CXXVIIL. — An Act for the Disposal of the Public Lands for lomestead Actual
Seltlement in the States of Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiuna, Arkansus, and Florida.

All publle Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represenlal;'vn of the United

lands fn cettalin  States of America, in Congress assembled, “That lrom ml atier the pussugo

posed of only ac- of this act all the public lands in the States of Alubuma, Mississippi,
conding to the  Louisuna, Arkan<as, and Florida shall be dispoed of acennling to the
(l;?:;:[‘;::]o]n\ty.° stipulntions of the homestend luw of twentieth Muy, eighteen hundred
1863. ch. 76.  and sixty-two, entitled “ An uct to sccure homestends to netual seitlers on
";’gbf"éh"'&”' the pubfic domain,” and the act supplemental thersto, approved twenty.
Vol. xiil. p. 86. first of Murch, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, but with this resiriction,

that until the expiration of two years from and after the pussage ol this
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act, no ontry shall be made for mote than a half-quarter section, or eighty No entry to be
acres; and in licu of the sum of ten dollars required to be paid by the for more tlaa
second section of zaid act, thero shall bo paid the sum of five dollars at ° gg 1o be pald
the time of the Issue of each patent; an& that the public lands in said on lssue of pat-
States shall be dizposed of in no other manner after the go of this et
act: Provided, ‘That no distinction or discrimination shall be made in the _ No distiuction
construction or exceution of this act on account of race or color: And foF race or color.
rovided further, ‘That no miuncral lands shall be liable to entry and set- Mineral lands
tlement under its provisions. excepted.

Sro. 2. And be it further enacted, That section second of the ubove; Mode of pro-
cited homestend Inw, éntitled % An nct to secure homesteads to'actunl set- edure I apply-

. . ' . ng for the bene-
tlers on the public domain,” approved May twentioth, sighteen hundred fiyof this act,
and sixty-two, be so amended as to read as follows: That jhe person apply- 1863,ch. 75, § 2.
ing for the benefit of this act shall, upon application to the register of ‘O i p.8¥3.
the land office in which he or shie is nbout to make such entry, muke affi-  Amdavit.
duvit bofore the said register or receiver that he or she is the head of a
family, or is twonty-oue years or more of age, or shnll have performed
service in the army or navy of the United States, and that such applica-
tion is made for his or her exclusive use and benefit, and that said entry
is made for the purposzo of actual settlement and cultivation, and not either
directly or indirectly for the use or bencfit of any other person or persons
whomsoover ; and upon filing tho said affidavit with the register or re-
ceiver, and on payment of five dollars, when tho entry is of not more than Paymentof 5,
cighty acres, he or she shall thereupon be permitted to enter tho amount
of lund specified : Provided, however, That no cextificate shall be given, or | No certificate

. p . o be given nor
patent issued therefor, until the expiration of five years from the date of paient to fssue,
such entry 5 and if, at the expiration of such time, or at any time within until after five
two yeurs thercafier, the person making such entry, or, if' he bo dead, his Yot from
widow ; or in case of her death, his heirs or dovisce 5 or in case of a widow ¥
making such ontry, hor heirs or devisee, in caso of her death, shall prove  Proof of rest.
by two credible witnesses that ho, she, or they have resided upon or cul- dence or cultiva-
tivated the same for the term of five {enrs immediately succeeding the *°™
time of fiting tho aflidavit aforesaid, and shall make affidavit that no part  Afidavit.
of said lund has been alienated, and that ho will Lear true alleginnce to
the government of the United States ; then, in such case, he, she, or they,
if at that timo a citizen of the United Siates, shall be entitled to a patent,
as in other cases provided by law: And provided further, That in case of
the death of both father and mother, leaving an infant child or children  When rights
under twenty-one ycars of age, the right and fee shall enuro to the benetit enure to tho o
of said infunt CIl“(f or children and the executor, administrator, or guar- Urie, of Infant
dian mny, at any time within two yeavs after the death of the surviving Executor, &,
parent, und in nccordanee with the laws of the State in which such chil- may sell.
dren, tor the time bring, have their domivile, sell said laud for the benetit
of said infunts, but for no other purpose ; and the purchaser shall nequire  Titlo of pur-
the ub-olute title by the purchnsé, and be entitled to a patent from the chaser.
United States on the pnyment. o' the oftice fees and sum of' mone{ hercin
specilied : Provided, ‘That until the first day of January, cighteen hundred  Additionat
and sixty-seven, any perzon upplying for the benolit of this act shall, in gith priorto
addition to thu oath, hercinbefors required, also muke onth that he has RURATY Sy 2380
not burng arms against the United States, or given aid and comtort to its
enemies,

Secs 8. And be it further enacted, That all the provisions of the said Provisions of
homestead law, and the nct amendatory thoreofy approved March twenty- g‘z“ﬁ“;*;;' :"“’o
- Mlrat, ciglieen hundred and sixty-four, so far as tho same mny be applica- p"&ﬂ}e herato,
ble, excopt so lur us tho same are modified by the preceding sections of
this act, we applicd to and made part of this act as fully us if herein
enucted and set torth, '

Arrroven, Juns 21, 1866,



