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COMMUNICATING,

LTI N

In ansicer {o a Senate resoludion of July 20, 1376, information in relation
to the slaughter of American citizens at Hamburgh, S. C.

August 1, 15765, —Read, ordered to lie on the table, and be printed.

To the Nenate of the United States :

In response to the resolution of the Senate of July 20, 1876, ealling
upon the President to communicate to the Senate, it in his opinion not
incompatible with the pablie interest, any information in regard to the
slanghter of American citizens at Hamburgh, S, C., T have the honor to
subenit the followinyg inclosures, to wit

No. 1. Letter of the 22d of Jaly, 15376, from Governor D, I, Cham-
berfain, of South Carolina, to me,

No. 20 My reply thereto,

No. 3, Report of Hono William  Stone, attornev-general of South
Caroling,

No, b Reportof General H, W, Parvis,adjutant and inspector general
of Routh Carolina, .

Nooh Copy of evidence taken before a coroner's jury investigating
facts relating to the Hamburgh massacre,

No. 6. Printed ¢opy of statement by M, ', Batler, of South Carolina,

Noo T Printed letter from the same to the editors of the Journal of
Comneree,

Nooxo Copy of letter from Governor Chamberlain to the Hon. T, J,
Robertson,

Noo 9o An address to the American people by the colored citizens of
Chatleston, S, C.

No. 10, An address by a committee appointed at a convention of
leading representatives of Columbia, 3, (',

No. 11 Copy of letter of July 15th, 1876, from (he district attorney
of Mississippi to the Attorney-General of the United States.

Noo 120 Letter from same to same.

No, 13, Copy ol report of a grand jury lately in session in Oxford,
Misx,

These inelosures embrace all the informatios in my possession touch-
i the Tate disgracetul and bratal slaughter of unoffending men at
the town of  Hamburgh, S, C. My letter to Governor Chamberlain
coutains all the comments I wish to make on the subject.  As allu-
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sien is made in that letter to the condition of other States, and par.
ticularly to Louisiana and Mississippi, I have added to the inclosures
letters and testimony in regard to the lawless condition of a portioun of
the people of the latter State,

In regard to Louisiana aflairs, murders and massacres of innocent
men for opinion’s sake, or on account of color, have been of too recent
date and of too frequent occurrence to require recapitulation or testi.
mony here.  All are familiar with their horrible details, the only wonder
being that so many justify them or apologize for them.

But recently a committee of the Senate of the United States visited
the State of Mississippi to take testimony on the subject of frauds and
violence in elections,  Their report has not yet been made publie; bat
I await its forthecoming with a feeling of confidence that it will fully
sustain all that 1 have stated relating to fraud and violence in the State
of Mississippi.

U. S, GRANT,

LExecuTive Maxsioxn, July 31, 1876,

No. 1.

STATE oF SovrH CAROLINA,
Exneurrivi CHAMBER,
Columbia, July 22, 1876,

Siic: The recent massaere at Hamburgh, in this State, is a matter s
closely conneeted with the public peace of this State that I desire tocall
your attention to it for the purpose of Jaying before you my views of
itx ¢ftect, and the measures which it may become necessary to adopt to
prevent the recurrence of similar events,

It is, in the first place, manifestly impossible to determine with abso-
lute certainty the motives of those who were engaged in perpetgating
the wassacre at Hamburgh,  The demand which was made by tlhie mob
upon the militia company for the surrender of their arms, taken in con:
nection with the fact that the militia are not shown to have committel
or threatened any injury to any persons in that community, would seen
to indicate a purpose to deprive the militia of their rights, on account of
their race or political opinions. It seems impossible to tind a rational
or adequate canuse for such a demand, except in the fact that the militia
company wax composed of negroes, orin the additional fact that thes
were, besides being negroes, members of the repubhican party,  Those
who made the demand were, on the other hand, white men, and men-
bers of the democratic party, The lines of race and political party were
the lines which marked the respeetive parties to the attair at Hamburgb.
I mention this ax a fact, and as apparently the most trustworthy index
of the motives and aims which inspired those who bronght on this con
flict.

As affecting the publie peace, however, the eflect of this massacre is
more important than the motives which prompted it.  Upon this point
1 can speak with more coutidenee.  ITtis not to be doubted that the effect
of this massacre has been to eause widespread terror and apprehension
among the colored raoe and the republicans of *his State.  There is a8
litte doubt, on the other hand, that a feeling of trinmph and political
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elation has been caused by this massacre in the minds of many of the
white people and democrats. The fears of the one side correspond with
the hopes of the other side.

I donot intend to overstate any matters connected with this affair,
nor to omit any statement which seems to me essential to a tull under-
standing of its significance. It is certainly true that most, though not
all, of those who have spoken through the newspapers or otherwise liere,
on the white or democratic side, upon this matter, have condemned the
massacre.  Their opposition to such conduct has not, however, sufficod
to prevent this massacre, nor do I see any greater reason for believing
that it will do su in the future, That class which now engage in this
cruel work certainly disregard the expressed sentiments of those who
assume to speak, for the most part, for their communities, and go for-
ward without fear of public opinion or punishment,

It is sometimes asked, Why do not the colored race return this vio-
lence with violence? Why do they sufter themselves to be thus terror-
ized, when their numbers greatly exceed (hose of their enemies in the lo-
calitics where many of these outrages ocecur? The answer is not difl-
cult. The long habit of command and self-assertion on the part of the
whites of these Southern States; their superior intelligence as compared
with the colored race; the fact that at least four-fifths of the property
of these States is in their hands, are causes which contribute to give
them an easy physical saperiority thus far over the recently-emaneci.
pated race, which still exhibit the effects of their long slavery in their
habit of yielding to the more imperious and resolute will and the su.
perior intelligence and material resources of the white meun,

Addtothisthatinalmostevery southern community there may be found
aconsiderable number of daring, lawless, reckless white men, accustomed
to arms and deeds of violence, over whom the restraints of the senti.
ments of the better and more conservative classes of society have little,
if any, power, who are inspired by an intense and brutal hatred of the
negro ax a free man, and more particularly as a voter and a republican,
and you have the elements which would naturally give rise to, and in
poirt ot fact do give rise to, nearly all the scenes of bloody violence
whicn oceurin the Southern States,  Besides all this, another fact must
be noted here, a fact which, in my judgment, marks and explains the
world-wide difference between the eficets of such ocenrvences as this at
Hamburgh upon the mass of the white people here, and the efiects of
deeds of blood and violence upon the people of other scctions of the
country 5 namely, that sach occurrences as this at Hamburgh have gen-
erally resulted in what is thought to be political advantage to the dem-
ocratic party here.  From this fuct it results that the white people here
are indueed, to a considerable extent, to overlook the naked brutality of
the oceurrence and seek to find some excuse or explanation of conduet
which ought to receive only unqualified abhorrence ard condemnation,
followed by speedy and adequate punishment.  In this way it often hap-
pens that a few reckless men are permitted or encouraged to terrorize a
whole community and destroy all freedom of action on the part of those
who differ from them in political opinions. The more respectable por-
tion of the white people here content themselves with verbal perfunctory
denunciations, and never adopt such measuares or arouse such a publie
sentiment ax would here, as well as elsewhere, put a stop to such oceur-
rences,

In respect to the Hamburgh massacre, as I have said, the fact is un-
questionable that it has resulted in great immediate alarm among the
colored people and all republicans iu that seetion of the State. Judy-
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ing from past experience, they see in this occurrence a new evidence of
a purpose to subject the majority of the voters of that vicinity to such a
degree of fear as to keep them from the polls on election-day, and thus
reverse or stifle the true political voice of' the majority of the people,

But the TTamburgh massacre has produced another effect. It has, as
a matter of fact, caused a firm beliet on the part of most republicans
here that this afiair at Hambargh is only the beginning of a series of
similar race and party collisions in our State, the deliberate aim of which
is believed by them to be the political subjugation and control of this
State. ‘They see, therefore, in this event what foreshadows a campaign
of blood and violenee, such a campaign as is popularly known as a cam.
paign conducted on the * Mississippi plan.”

Irom what I have now said it will not be diftienlt to understand the
feeling of & majority of the citizens in a considerable part of this State,
[t is one of intense solicitude for their lives and liberties. Tt is one of
fear that,in the passion and excitement of the current political campaign,
physical violence is to be used to overcome the political will of the
people. 1 contine myself here to a statement of what I believe to be
the facts of the present situation in this State as connected with the
public peace and ordery without any expression of my individual feelings
and opinions, My first duty is to seek to restore and preserve publie
peace and order to the end that every manin South Carolina may freely
and safely enjoy all his civil rights and privileges, including the right
to vote. It isto thisend that I now call your attention to these matters,
I shall go forward to do all in my power as governor to accomplish the
ends above indicated, but I deem it important to advise you of the facts
now stated, and to solicit from you some indication of your views upon
the questions presented. To be more specifie, Will the General Goy.
ernnent exert itself vigorously to repress violence in this State during
the present politieal campaign on the part of persons belonging to either
political party, whenever that violenee shall be beyond the control of the
State authorities? Will the General Government take such precautions
as may be suitablecin view of the feeling of alarm ahready referred to,
to rcstore confidence to the poor people of both races and political
parties in this State, by sueh a distribution of the military forces now
here as will render tie intervention of the General Government prompt
and effective, it it shall become necessary, in restoring peace and order!

[t seets proper to add that Tam moved to make this communication
to vou by no motive or feeling save such as should animate me as the
ehiel executive of thix State, bound to do justice to all and to oppress
none. 1 venture to say that I have given suflicient evidenee by my
whole conduct in this oftfice that, as governor, I am guided by my oath
of oftice and my duty to all the people. 1 challenge any proof or indi
cation. from any word or act of mine as governor, that Tam capable of
doing injustice, or denying justice, to any citizen of this State. Buat |
do deew it my solemn dnty to do my utimost to secure a fair and free
election in this State; to protect every maun in the free enjoyment of hig
political rights, and to see to it that no man or combination of meun, of
any political party, shall overawe or put in fear or danger any citizen of
South Carolina in the exercise of his civil rights,  In accomplishing
these results, I now recognize, with deep regrety that there are many
indications that it will be necessary for me to invoke the aid which,
under the Constitution and laws, the authorities of the General Goy
ernment may extend under certain circumstances,

And I trust you will iwrmit me to add that T kunow no oflicial duty
more nding, in wy judgment, on the Chiet” Executive of the United
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States than that of exercising the powers with which he is invested for
the protection of the States against domestic violence, and for the pro-
tection of theindividual citizen in the exercise of his political rights,
whenever a proper call is made upon him. I understand that an Awmeri-
can citizen has a right to vote as he pleases; to vote one ticket as freely
and safely as another; to vote wrong as freely and safely as to vote
tights and I know that whenever, upon whatsoever pretext, large bodies
of citizens can be coerced by force or fear into absenting themselves
from the polls, or voting in a way contrary to their judgment or inclina.
tion, the foundation of every man's civil freedomn is deeply, it not
fatally, shaken.

I inelose, for your information respecting the Hamburgh massacre, the
following documents: the report of Hon, William Stone, attorney-
general of this State; the report of General H. W, Pavvis, adjutant and
inspector general; a copy of all the evidence taken before the coroner’s
jurys a copy of the printed statement of General M. C. Butler; a copy of
a letter addressed by me to Hon, T. J. Robertson; an address to the
Awerican people by the colored people of Chatleston, and a similar
address by a committee appointed at a convention of leading repre-
sentatives of the colored people of this State, in Columbia, on the 20th
instant.

I have the honor to be, your obedient «ervant,
D, CHAMBERLAIN,
Governor of South Carolina,
The PRESIDENT,

No, 2,
EXECUTIVE MANSION,
Washington, D, . July 26, 1576,

DeaAr Sir: Tam in receipt of yvour letter of the 22d of July. and all
the inclosures enumerated therein, giving an acceount of the Lite bar
barous massacre of innocent men at the town of Hamburgh, 8, C.
The views which youn express as to the duty you owe to your oath of
ofice, and to the citizen, to seeure to all their eivil rights, inclading
te right to vote according to the dietates ot their own consciences, and
the further duty of the Excceutive of the nation to give all needful aid,
when properly called on to do so, to enable you to insure thisinalicnable
vight, I fully conear in, The scene at Hamburgh, ar crael, bloodthirsty,
wanton, unprovoked, and as unealled foras it was, i< only a repetition
of the conrse that has been pursued in other Routhern States within
the Jast few vears, notably in Mississippi and Lonisiana, Mississippi
is governed to-day by oflicials chosen through frand and violence, cach
as wonld scarcely be aceredited to savages, mueli less to a civilized and
Christian people, How long these things are to continae,or what is to
be the final remedy, the Great Raler of the Universe only knows,  But
Ihave an abiding faith that the remedy will come, and come speedily,
and carnestly hope thatit will ecome peacefully,  There has never been
a desire on the part of the North to hamiliate the South.,  Nothing is
claimed for one State that is not freely accorded to all the others, un-
less it may be the right to kil negroes and republicans without fear of
punishment, and without loss of caste or reputation.  This hax seemed
to be a privilege claimed by a few States, 4

Irepeat again that 1 fully agree with yon as to the measare of your
duties in the present emergency, and as to my duties. Go on, and let
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every governor, where tho same dangers threaten the peace of his State,
go on in the conscientious performance of his duties to the humblest gag
well as the proudest citizen, and I will give every aid for which I eay
find law or constitutional power, Government that cannot give protee.
tion to the life, property, and all guaranteed eivil rights (in thiy country
the greatest is an untrammeled ballot) to the citizen is in so far a failure,
and every energy of' the oppressed should be exerted (always within the
law, and by constitutional means) to regain lost privileges or protection,
Too long denial of guaranteed rights is sure to lead to revolution,
Dloody revolution, where suffering must fall upon the guilty as well ag
the innocent,  Expressing the hope that the better judgment and eo.
operation of the citizens of the State over which you have presided so
ably may cnable you to secare a fair trial and punishment of all oftend.
ers, without distinetion of race, color, or previous condition of servi.
tude, and withont aid from the Federal Government, but with the
promise of such aid on the conditions named in the foregoing, I sub.
seribe myselfy very rexpectfully, your obedient servant,
U, S, GRANT,
Hon DL CoavBERLALYN,
Gocernor of Nouth Carolindg,

No. 3.

OPFICE OF ATTORNEY-GENERAL,
Columbia, N. C.. July 12, 1876,

S Acceording to yonr request of Monday last, I have visited Ham
burgh for the purpose of ascertaining the facts connected with the kill
ing of several men there on the night of the St of July,

My information has been derived chiefly from Trial-Justice Rivers
and from the testimony of persons who have been examined bhefore the
coroner's jury now in session, and from those who received wounds from
the armed bady of white men who had taken them prisoners,  From
this information the following facts seem to be clearly established

During the administration of Governor Scott, a company of State
mititiac was organized at Hamburgh, of which Prince Rivers was cap
tain.  This company was known as Company A, Ninth Regiment Na
tional Goard of the State of South Carolina,  Arms were at that time
furnished to it, and some ammunition,

Thix company. previons to May, 1876, had for some fime hut few
names on its roll<cdrilled rarely. and searcely kept alive its organiza
tion.  But in May, of this year, the number of members increased to
about cighty, and one Doc Adams was chosen captain,

On the fth of July the company drilled ou one of the public streets
in the town of Hamburgh,  The street on which they drilled was be.
tween one hundred and one hundred and fifty feet wide; hut it was
lttle used, and was overgrown with grass except in that portion which
was used as a carriage road. While the company was thus drilling,
Thomas Butler and Tenry Getzen, his brotherin-law, came along in a
arriage, and demanded that the company should make way for them.
Adams halted the company, remonstrated with Butler and Getzen for
thus seeking to interfere with the company, and ealled their attention
to the fuct that there was plenty of room on each side of the company
tO pass,
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Finding them unwilling to turn out of their course, Adams finally
opencd ranks and allowed them to drive through,

This incident seems to have angered Butler and Getzen, who made
complaint before Trial-Justice Rivers against the militia company for
obstructing the highway, The trial justice on the following day issued
a warant against Adams, as he was the captain of the company, and
had him brought before him for trial.  Durving the progress of the trial,
Adams was arrested by the trial justice for contempt of court, and sub.
sequently the case was continued until 4 o'clock Saturday afternoon,
July 8.

At that time Butler and Getzen, with General M. (0 Batler, who bad
been employed by Robert 1. Butler, father of the former, as their at-
torney, repaired to the office of the trialjustice, hut Adams did not
appear.

General Butlerinquired as to the nature of the eharges against Adams,
and asked if the trial;justice was to hear the case as trialjustice or in
bis ofticial capacity of inajor-general of militin,  To this the trialjustice
replied that he was to hear the case as a trial-justice, but if the facts
showed that a military offense had been committed, Adams would have
to be tried by a court-martial,  General Butler then stated that he
thought the case might be arranged, and, at his suggestion, time was
given him to see the parties.  After this, the trial-jnstice did not see
General Butler at his oflice, but learned that he had gone over to Au-
gustas. In themean time the trial justice had been informed that some
two or three hundred armed white men were in Hamburgh, and that a
demand had been made by them that the militia should surrender their
arms. After a consnltation with Messrs. Jeflerson and Spencer, Rivers
sen' for General Butler, e rode up to the back gate of Rivers's house;
the two had a conversation, in which General Butler said that he had
given orders to have the guns given up in half an hour, and the time
was nearly up. - Rivers asked if some other arrangement could not he
made, to which General Butler replied in the negative.

Rivers then asked if he would not consent to have him receive the
arms, hox them up, and send them to the governor, to which General
Butler veplied that he would box them up and send them to the gov.
erior, and if he (the governor) should return them to the company it
would be at his own risk.  Rivers then asked if they wonld give a hond
for the arms, to which General Butler said that he would stand the
bond,and, turning to another person-—~1 think R.J. Butler—asked if he
wouldn't go on a bond also, to which he replied that he would.  Rivers
then asked for time before fire should he opened on the militia, so that
he might have a conference with the militin ofticers. Thix was acceded
to, and Rivers then went to the building known as the Sibley building,
i the second story of which the company had its armory and drill-room,
and where it was then assembled, and told Captain Adams what might
be expected if he should refuse to give up the arms, To this Adams re-
plied that General Batler had no right to the guns: that the company
held them, and he proposed to hold them nnless General Butler showed
some authority to take them,  After this interview, Rivers returned to
General Butler, with whom was Robert J. Butler.  He told them the
decision to which the company had come, Then Robert J, Butler said
that General Butler was his attorney; that e had come to settle
the matter,  If the company would apologize for the insult to his son
and son-in-law, he would do nothing more, hut the whole matter was in
General Batler's hands, General Butler said that, as the men wonld
not meet him, he would have no more to do with them,  General Butler
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wax asked by Rivers if he wonld gaarantee the safety of the town should
the moditia surrender the'r arms, He said that woald depend on how
the men behaved themiselves atterward,  This statement is confirmed
by =0 Pixley,

While these negotiations were going on, the armed body of white mey
in the town were coneentrated o the hank of the river near the Sibley
huttding, Soon atter they were broken oft firing began,  Men who
were i the b say that U was commenced by the whites firing
vpon the huiddinge, Adims gave bis orders not to shoot until he direeted
then too The company had very hittle ammunition, and all they had
Was o portion of that resued to the company when it was first organized:

After the fining bad hegangit was returned by the militia, and one of
the attacking poart, Molee Merriwether, was shot through the head
andoanstantiy dadbeds A ter thas o piece of artillery, said to belong to
the Woashington Stubery, of Aupusta, was bronght over from Augusty
abd tont el es ot canister were tired fram ot upon the armory, hut
without tgaring any ote, The persons 1 the anmory escaped from the
tear byomentee of Taddersand hied wpoder tloors ot adjacent hllill]illgs
o wWhetever else thes eondd tnd sheiter,

The et e Lobed by the whites was Jdames Cooky town marshal,
e bood Becr o tioe somony s bt was oot aonember ot the eompany, He
ot vone ioto the ~treet from the tear of the Sohley butidinge and wayat
obee tited cne aned el dead anstantiyvy preteed by five o osix ballets
Atterward the whotes hegan thenr search tor the memhers of the com
paciy s Thes snceeeded oo gettine abont twenty tive colored en as pris
Onets sotte o Whotm were pever memnsbhers of the company, s fast as
then were captured they were taben tooa place neat the Soath Caroling
Pocrowds where adarce party of ated men ~tood puard over them,
None of those thus captuted Lad aroes tn thenr aands,

Subsequentiyve and ot abent 2 oleiock wo i s men took AVTL Atta
Wiy out of the e He wnd his mother hersed for his hifey buat iy
Vit Hewas told to tirn ronnd and was then shot to death by the
crowe David Photbpe was et taben out and was similariy Kitled,
Pompey Corry s est entled outs He recognized among the by
stataders Hemy Getzenand T Preree Botter and catled on thew to Keep
the other s tronn iyl Hoe ran, aud was shot at as be ran,
obe hotler < boern the bt feel below the Lnee,

Atterward, Nt Mayrarts Moses Parkse and Hiovpton Stephens
wore dobieds s snepbhens aded et bedomgs t the compeay. Nelder John
Poarkerowho b been commany reterted o in the nexwspaper reports
e Aol Thonve wes corporad e the company, When he was arrested
dand taboer o the cpot whiere the other prisoniers were, he recoguized
ater o the parsy ta e ntbenen o v ieta, naoed Twigrs cd Clhiat
feer He wppeaoad sothers tor protection They waed he <bionld not be
burt, He cares that General MO0 Batler ashed ot he was one of the
ded rascaiss Phe repiy waesan the aftirmative. He was then shot
tin bhadl Mesore T w e aond Chaflee then sand of he was shot again
they wanld shoot the ones whnodud s They toak b oft ared hiad bim
toben to Auprastas He was shot bhetore Aitaway wa- Kilteds He may
yecover from his wonrneds,

One Batler Pdwards was taben axa prisoner. He says he was taken
boetore Generad Butler, who at the tune was i the strect near the
Siofev bmddinge s Thas wascabout 127 d'elack.

Trreats were made to shoot hion, General Batler diveeted that he be
tabon to the othors. Pe secopnired among the crowd one Captain
Carntle and - - Dranbar, of Anynstas sind he had a ong talk with
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the former. Ile was among the prisoners who were let loose and told
to ran ¢ as they ran they were fired at and he was shot in the head. He
was not a4 member of the company.

Willis Davisg, one of the members of the company, was taken to the
place where were the other prisoners, The men stated that John
Swaringen, of Edgefield County, had chargo of the prisoners, Io
states that he saw General Butler before the men were killed, who asked
him what he was doing, and told him he would have enough of it be-
fore he got through, o was shot in the arm near the elbow when
abont twenty paces distant from the erowd.  The ball is still in his arm,
and he suffers much pain, - He also states that some of the young men
from Georgia remonstrated against shooting the prisoners, but in vain,

Besides the killing and wounding of the men herein named, the party
broke open several stores and houses, and, in some instances, robbed
the inmates. They took from Mr. Charles Rolly the postiaster, and a
very respectable white eitizen, a gan which he had in his store, and his
private property.  From an old eolored man, named Jacob Samuels, in
bis emplov, they took a wateh and set fire to his house, They broke
open the house of Trial-Justice Rivers, and did much damage, as well as
toihed hiim ot clothing,  They obtained kerosene oil and attempted to
~«t fite to o house, bat were prevented by Col. A, . Butler from
doty so. The ropes of the public wells were cut, and some fences wero
torn down,

SRofar as 1 ean learn, the primary object of the whites was to take
away from the militia their arms,

The man Parker, who was wounded, states that on IFriday, the Tth
istant, e had a long talk with one Harrison Butler (white) on Broad
<reet, Augnsta, Butler told him that i Rivers did not give orders for
the militia to give up their arms they would take them any way on the
next day,

On Saturday ramors were abroad in ITamburgh that there were armed
parties coming in to take the guns, but little credit was attached to
then,

O of the white eitizens of Hambnrgh heard a conversation between
David Phillips and General Butler in the afternoon.  Phillips talked
very © big "t as the gentleman said, and General Butler told him that
they wanted those guns and were bound to have them,

In the afternoon Colo AL P, Butler went to the various stores in
tewtand told the proprietors that they must not sell any liquor to his
mei. Tuospite of this, however, some of the men compelled one of the
gtore-keeners to furnish them liquor,  IFFrom the same person they ob-
tatned Kerosene oil to use in setting fire to a house.

The wintes were armed with guns and small-arms of various kinds,
and many of them had axes and hatehets.

Fois proper to state that the intendant of Hamburgh, Mr. Gardner,
war cnfornied by General Batler, in an interview with him, that tho
arnes of the company must be given up.

Trial Justice Rivers is now holding an inquest, and taking the testi-
moty ot witnesses,  Until their verdiet is rendered it will bo impossi-
Bie to tell who were engaged i the attack on the militia, and the sub-
sequent kitliog and wounding of the colored men.

Fomay be possible that a careful judicial investigation may show somg
shight errors it some of the minor details stated in this report. But
making due allowance for such errors, the facts show the demand on the
militia to give up theirarms was made by persons without lawful author-
1y to enforcee sueh demand or to receive the arms had they been sur-
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rendered : that the attack on the militia to compel a compliance with
this demand was without lawful excuse or justification; and that after
there had been some twenty or twenty-five prisoners captured and com.
pletely in the power of their captors, and without means of making fur.
ther resistance, five of them were deliberately khot to death and three
more severely wounded. 1t further appears that not content with thug
satisfving their vengeance, many of the crowd added to their guilt the
crime of robbery of defenseless peopley and were only prevented from
arson hy the efforts of their own Jeaders,
Yours, very respectfully,
WILLIAM STONE,
Attorney-General South Carolina,
Hon, DT CIHAMBERLAIN,
Grarernor,

No. f.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GLNERAT,
Columbia, N, C., July 12, 1376,

RiRc: Incompliance with your letter of instruetions of the 10th instant.
T at once proceeded to Hamburgh, Aiken County, 8. C., where T arrived
yesterday morning, the 1thinstant, when I at onee procecded to examine
into the cause of the recent disturbances at that place.

The town of Hamburgh presented just such an appearance as one would
that was, after being raided upon by a hostile army, with but this differ.
ence, that the latter would not deseend to robbery and plunder, as well
as murder.  Nearly every colored man's house in the town (and Louis
Schiller's, white) was biroken into, and plundered, furniture broken,
bhedding and clothing stolen, and a general seene of devastation prevail
ing evervwhere.

FFrom all 1 could ascertain, as well as from the testimony taken hefore
the coroner’s jury, (copy herewith transmitted,) General M. C. Butler is
charged with being the sole cauge of the trouble; and from conversation
held with many citizens in Hamburgh, all agreed (hat had he, Butler,
been ko disposed, one word from him would have stopped the seene of
arnage that ensued,

I respectfully invite the attention of your excelleney to the testimony
of . R Rivers, erq., trial justice at Hamborgh, marked © A" of John
Gardener, exq.. intendant of the town, marked “B." and also that of
Alexander Grinage, page 10 of testimony taken before the coroner’s
jury.

I, W, PURVIS,
Adjutant and Inspector General, S, C.
His Excelleney DL T CHAMBERLAIN,
Governor and Commander-in-Chief.

A
Te-timony of P. R, Rivenrs, esq., trial.justice of Hamburgh, 8. C.:

Upon an sffidavit of one Robert Butler, T issued warrants for the arrest of Doc. Adame,
and the other connissioned officers of v military company, who had obstraeted the high
way on the 4th doy of July, snd preventing the enid Butler from pussing.  This was on the
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athoof July.  Owing to some disturbance in the office T postponed the tris} until Saturday,
the #th instant, nt 4 p.om., at which time General M. C. Butler came with Robert Butler as his
counsel. During the trial M. C. Butler aaked for more time, which was granted, he promising
to return within sn hour. He never did return to my office, but went to Augusta, and returned
with two companies of soldiers, and demanded the immediate currender of the armic of the
plitis compruy, and if they were not turned over to bim he would take them if e had to
purn the town 1T went to General M. . Butler aud begeed him for the suke o peace to
dvesae times Hegranted baltae b T at onee went to the drill-room of the company,
and coteutteh with the men who were there asanmbled, told them what Batler hind mi(t,mu!
advised them to comply. This they refused to do. saying that Butler had 1o mchority to
meke them turn their puns over to him. 1 proposed to imn that T would box the arms, and
send thens to the povernor s this he would not necept--that they must bo turned over to
it The time having expired, he puve the order to i men cwbo had prentiv inereased
dorunbers T to the, which they il e mthios did not return the fire for soe toe.

ook RIVERS,

B.

Testimony of JOUN GARDENER, intendamt of the town of Hamburgh, 80 ¢

Tanthed and hegped Genersl ML COBuatler te keep the pesce and not e o the militin,
who were not dotngr wny one injury s telling him he wound cuuse the murnder of nany poor
sl tnnocent peopie. Lo replied thnt be wonld hsve the wnmeof the d- - d nohina, whot.
ever be the consequence.™  had nodntuence with Lime and be ordered the troops he ded
s¢ their penerni to foe, which they did

JOHN GARDENER,

No. D

HAMBURGH, ATKEN CoUNTy, N O
July 10 IRTG,

Jrrors.—Co Co Farus, A B Grifting John Bird, Dan, Martin, Limas
James, James Coleman, Thomas Carroll, Sam. Elsley, Giles Stokes,
Abram Boleng Andrew Carroll, and Alfred Simplins,

N.HENDERSON sworn

Question, Were you in town Saturday rght T—Answer. Ju o town
about 2 o'cloek Sunday morning.

Q. Do you know that Moses Parks was kilied 1AL Tdo not.

Q. Are you in possession ol anything about this case 3 AL T do not,

Wothe FOREMAN:

Q. Was the town guiet at night T-— AL There was some firing.

Q. Who was under arrest when you were arrested 0 A, John
Thomas,

ANDREW GRIFFIN, 8WOrn, 5ays :

Fam living in this county and Btate and town: wasin it on Saturday
evening 5 saw Harrison Butler in arms, who ordered him to be stopped
from going to drill-room on corner of Market and Center strects: do not
know how Moses Parks came to his death.

To the ForrMaN, Between 6 o'clock or a little after, Harrisen Butler
ordered not to let him pass,

To a Juror. Thomas Butler, Henry Gedsden, old man Butler, Dr,
Butler, Mr, IFurmirs, Dan, Martin, and Silas James was in company with
me when ordered to stop.

HENRY MAYS sworn ¢
Fam diving in Hamburgh, Aiken County, South Carclina: heard a
gun s Jooked out of window ; saw aoman fall; remained there all night ;



it wag about 1 o'cloek Sanday morming ; uo norkuuw wou tuo ucucaoon
was: heard the white men say » they got one,” near the corner of Main
street ; was told that it was Moses Parks; all white men were aroung
them, all armed o the body remained theve until morning.

Povprey Conery sworn e

I live w Hamburgh, Aiken County, South Carolina : was in town Sat.
urday nnn! Sunday morning o saw Moses Parks when he was arrested;
Fhaormson Batler had o Lonp o hand, and about 25 or S0 of us were gy
der Spencer Harns's house s 1t was about S o'cloek © heard it strike and
counted strokest would ot be poxitive, as T was exeited 1 know Piek.
e Batler by Bis volee, and old man Bother s budding frouting on Mar.
et strect wineh T wasander,

Judee Broxr sworn.

I hive abont three gquarters of o mite fiom this town, 1o this connty
and State, T owas in Hambwrgh on Saturday Last s remaned all night
and untd 2 dTeloek Sanday,

Quoestion, Did vone see Moses Parks during that night ¥ - Answer, |
did, abont halt past 7 o'clock o would not be positive ot the tima,

Q. Davon know how e came by his death 7— AL ] heard four or five
gruns fived s siow oo man tall s did ot know who it was until Sanday
morning.

Q. Where were the gups fired == A To Mereer street, under the rail
Tod,

Q. Where was Moses Parks 2w AL ITn Mereer street, running when he
wias ~hots neas to Liptield's house and railroad,

Havprnai, AreN Couvnrty, S, 0
Juhy 10IRT6,
JAMER COOL,

Sane jnry as Moses Pk,

Judee Brust sworn,

Que-tion, Where doovon Jive e Answer. Tn this connty and State,
abont threcannrters ot aomile from towin,

Q. Do van know how James Cook e to his death 7= AL Yes:they
had e arrested, M Bob Buotler and Tom Bater took me ot of
Mo Drocdd Toptisid's front door,

QO Were von standmy there 7-— AL Twas,

(23 tre how James Cook came to his death.-—AL T was wsitting at
Julia Kenmpts door, near a tree; a man was rauning toward Mr. Spen-
cor's Jot: ~ote men were standing at the corner of M. Witliams's hiouse,
corner of Meveer and Cook streets. When they shot hin e fell. As
he telly then saad = Hem ' You are stopped now ™ and they said he
had the cbiet of police,  They asked me who he was. 1 told him he
was named Jim Cook,  They said e would ** chief no more in Haw
burgeh, but in hell”

Q. Did yon know it was Jawmes Cook before they asked you I—A,
Yes.

Q. About what time of night was it 3—A. Between 9 and 10 o'clock.
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Jurors same as case of James Cook,

PoMPEY CURRY s8worn,

Question. Where do you live - Answer. Hamburgh, Aiken County,
s

(. Were vou in town on Satarday -~ A, Twason Saturday and Sat.
prday night,

Q. Did yon see AUT. Attaway on Raturday night AL 1 did,

Q. Wheredid you see him J—AL He wasin the ving with e,

(- Who made that ring == A, T do not know.,  When they took me
there Prekens Butler vave orders to carry me there with the rest, A fter
] was there they bronght AT Attaway there and Tharry Mavs,

Q. Was Attaway placed in the same ring with yon — AL He was,

(). Do yvou know how Attaway came to his death #—AL T do,

Q. State to the eourt what you know of his death.—A. The firstiing
was below Mryso Daotray’s honxe, on Market street; after that we were
patebed down to a httle tree, hetween the corner house, raihroad, and
Market street o then about six men came and took Mr, Attavway out of
the ving. He was taken aceross the railtoad ; between the ticket-oflice
atnd fenee, T heard them tell him to * turn round, you yvellow son of a
biteh," and then they all fired upon him,  Theu they came back to the
rnesand took our Dave PP'hillips.

Q. Do you know any of the men who took him out '— A, [ do not.

Q. Do you know any of the by.standers 7—A . [ do.

Q. State the names—A, Henry Gedson and Dr. Pieree Datler, |
cilled them, as T koew them, to keep the other men from Liihinge of me,
and they sadd that they could do me no good,  They then called for me
after Dave Philhips, T ogot up and rung as T was running they shot at
me,

Q. Did any shot hit you —A, Yesy shot me throngh the vight leg
below the kneeo [ The wonnd was exhibited in conrt.}

Q. Were the men that surronuded the ring armed 7— AL They were,
with ey, pistolsy axes, grubbing-hoes, and hatehets,

WitLnis REDRICK swoin,

Question. Wherve voulive - Answer, Hamburgh, Aiken Connty South
Carotima,

Q. Do voun know anvthing of the death of AT Attaway 27— AL T do,

Q. State to the court what you know.——AL T was under Speneer Har-
1iv's house o Tocame ont from under the house when they connenced
breaking in, and went into Spencer Harris's garden, After 1 cotin the
varden they connmenced shooting at me out of the old Hambureh bank,
where Mr. Roll, postmastery lives,  Some one sayvs that there is a nig-
ger i the gardens take him out and carey himon, T don’t know who it
way, bat take it tobe 10 J. Butler. They took me to the front of Manda
Hill's house, on Market street, We staid there a good while, and after
that was taken to the tree near the railroad, and in company of Mr.
Attaway, Dave Phillips, Albert Myniart, and Hamp Stephens, which
were Killed, and others; Pompey Curryy Butler Edwards, Willis Davisg,
dohn Thomas, and others, which 1 do not remember their pames, to the
nuwber of twenty-ceven, who were in the ring under guzad, who were
atined Mo Attaway was the first man taken out of the ring, and
crossed the railroad opposite the ticket-house, which was the fast ! saw
of himy after which I heard the firing of the guns, I Kknew one ot the



men that took Attaway from the ring; his name was John Swiangle,
[Swearinger. |

Q. Were you armed at the time of your arrest 1—A. I was not ;
none of us under arrest were taken with arms,

Q. What cansed you to go under the house 7——A. Firing from the
mounted men, white men, that came from the country and from Ay.
gustia. They were armed with guns and pistols, and firing at me ayq
others,

Q. Where were you when the first gun fired I—A. T was up in the
dritl room.

Q. Were vou a member of that company $— A, No, sir,

Q. Was the company iu the drill room when you were theret—
A Yes,

Q. Where «id the firing commence 1—A. Between the abutment of
tlw Colnmbia and Aungasta Railroad bridge,

. Did they continue the firing from llw abutment 1-- AL Yes; about
one nul a half hours.

bid the company return the fire 3——A. They did, while we were
putting out Ladders to eseape on the back of the building.

Did the company escape with their guns ?—AL T think the best
part of them did—while the other party were firing with the small arms,
before they bring the cannon over, the company having heard tllom
say that they were going to bring the cannon over and shell them out
of the hmulln;:

Q. Did thix party fire on the building with the cannon f—A. They
did, three times, if not maore,

Q. Are you sure that the firing commenced at the river-bank -4,
Yest |saw Me, Heory Gadson, [Getzen,] the fivst man to step out from
bebind the abutment and fire into the deill-room.  The ball came into
the drill room window, It was from a sixteen-shooter,  The window
was shot, The ball fell on the floor.

Q. How do vou know the ball was from a sixteen-shooter —— AL T saw
the gun.

Q. Do you know any of the guard of by-standers 3-—A\. Yes; M
Henry Getsong Neil Benson, George Benson,

Q. During the fighting did yon see any one you knew '-—A, Thomas
Jutler. Robert Buatler, Harrison Buatler, Mr. Reese,

Q. Did vou see Geneval Butier that evening 1-— AL Yes: 1 did see the
General Butler at Mr, Rivers's oftice that evening,

Court adjourned to toanorrow morning at 8 o'clock, July 11, 1876,

AT, ATTAWAY continued,

Inquest met at S o'clock a. m.

ALENANDER GRINAGE sworn,

Question, Where are you living I—Answer, Hamburgh, Aiken County,
South Carolina.

Q. Were you in Hamburgh on Saturday last past I—A. I was,

Q. Yo are acquainted with A, T Attaway f—AL Lam,

Did yon sce AT, Attaway on Saturday night last '—A. T did,

about 10 o'clock.  He was brought to the ring where I was imprisoned.

Q. Can you state where this ring was f— A, The ring was between
Mrs, Dotry’s and the corner house on Market street.

Q. Do you know the rrames of any of those men that had you under
guard 7—.A. L do not; they were all strangers to me.



(. Do you know the by-standers 1—A. Yes; William Robinson,

Q. Do you know where he lives 1—A. Yes; in Augusta, Ga.

Q. How did you get out of that ring I—A. T was taken out by the ad-
vice of Bob Chaffee, who lives in Augusta, Ga,

). What was that advice I--A. He said that he knew the old man
ever since lie (Chaffee) had lived in Augasta; heis oar ol¢ cotton sam-
pler. T never knew any harm of him.  Then he took me by the arm to
jead me out, when some ohjected to it; he then placed me under guard
again, and sent the guard with me over the bridge, to Augusta, for
safety,

(). Were the men who first took you to the ring allin arms 1—A. They
were,

(). Where did the men arrest - n?—A. Right herecat Mr, David Lip-
feld's. corner of Centre and Mercer streets. When I came out from
pome 1 thought all was quiet, until I was arrested by those men about
half past 10 o'clock,

(). What condition was the town in previouns to your arrest -—A. It
was in the greatest confusion ; shouting, ranning, and hallooing,

Q. Do you know who were making this confusion 7—A. By arried
men who eame in the town frem the conntry about 4 o'clock in the atter-
noon. and continned coming in until atter dark,

Q. Were these black or white men coming in town ?—.A\. They were
all white men.

(). What nmmber of men, do you think #—A. Four or five hundred.

Q. Did you know any of these armed men 3-—A. Yes: General Butler,
he came to the ring where I was under guard,

Q. Did you hear General Butler say anything after he came to the
ring f—A. L did. One of the men called to Generval Butler. General
Butler said, ©1 know yeu; you burned my house;™ then General Batler
went off with the othermen to consult what to do with those men in the
ring. Betore General Butler came to the ving there wasadispute among
the guard and others, what should be done with the men in the ring,
who were all colored men; some says, we are under command ol General
Batler: what he savs will be done and Taw,

Q. What numberwereinthering, and theirnames?— A, Twenty-seven
men with myself s Attaway, John Parker, Harry Maves, Louis Cartledge,
Butler Edwards, N. Henderson, Dave Phillips, Gilbert Miller, Spencer
Harris, Peter Glen, BEdward Wigtall, Jolin Friar, Aleck Marting Judge
Blunt, Willis Davis, Willis Redrick, Warren Samuels, Pompey Corry
the others [ did not know their names,

Q. Do you know how Attaway came to his death I—A. No T was
taken across the river before they were moved to the last ring. When
Attaway was bronght to the ring they told him he would go up.

FREEMAN BUrrLenr sworn,

Question, Where do you live f—Answer, Hamburgh, Aiken County,
South Carolina. :

Q. Were you in the town on Saturday, the Sth of July 7—A. Yes;in
town all day.

(). Was the town quiet during the day, until night 7—A. No; it was
quiet np to 4 o’clock in the evening. At that time it was ramored that
L0 Butler and General M. C. Butler had come to take the arms from
the militin, I then went up to our company hall; about half of our com-
pany was in the drill.room.  We remained in the dnll-room till about
twenty minutes after 65 during that time Henry Getson, Tom Butler,
and others went bebind the pillar of the abutment of the Columbia and
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Augusta bridge, on this end; then T saw Henry Getson come over from
behind the pillar and fire on the drill-room, the ball going through the
window ; I believe it to be from a sixteen shooter. This was the com.
mencement of the firing.

Q. After that did the firing inerease !—A. Yess about twenty-four
men were firing about three-quarters of an hour, the balls often entering
the room throngh the window,

Q. Was all of the firing done with small-arms I— AL Noj some wag
done with @ cannon, firing grape-shot s they fired about four times,

(2. Do yvou remember about what time the firing with the cannon com.
menced 2-— AL About half past 7.

(). Do vou know who fired the cannon on the building 27—\, No, sir,

(). Do you know the party who owned the cannon which fired on the
alding 2—A. No, siry | do not,

Q. Do you know who brought the cannon there 2—A. do not,

Q. How do you know they fired grape and canister P—A. heard the
report, and saw the effects on the building, I saw two pieces of timber
knocked from the ceiling.)

Q). Is the building damaged mueh on the outxide by the balls 1A,
Yes,

Q. Did vou see any of the balls sinee the fiving I—A. Yes o ane onthe
outside of the building, Sunday morning. [\ ball was shown the witnesy,
who said it looked like the one he saw at the time,]

Q). Does the cannon that fired on the building belonyg or is owned by
any one in Hamburgh 7-—-A. No,

Q. Tave you any idea how that cannon came here 1—A. I helieve it
wis broneht over here by white men in the rioty, from Auvgusta,

(). Have yon any information concerning the firing on the building!
If ~o. ~tate to the jury.— A, After the firizg on the building, the company
came ont of the haek part of the hall: then went into Louis Schitler’s
printing-office to hide myselt from the white men,

D, LA Do being duly sworn, sayvs that he livesin Hamburgh, Aiken
County. He was there all day on the Sthoof July 1si. On that day
the afticersof Company A of the Eighteenth regiment of National Guards,
(withess being the captain of sind company,j had been summoned toap-
pear betore Trial-Justice Rivers at 43 o'cloek, to answer a charge pre
ferred by R4 Bader, of obstrueting a pnblie highway on the $th day
of July. of this year.  About 33 o'clock witness went to Rivers's hous
aud told Tim he did not want to appear before his court that cvening;
that he was willing to give bond for himself and the other oflicers of
the company to appear for trial at a higher court; that he was atraid
that it he went to trial that afternoon e would be killed, as the town
wats filling up with armed men at that time,  Justice Rivers answered
withess that he conld use his(witness's) own judgment about that. While
this interview between Jadge Rivers and witness was going on, Mr,
Henry Sparnick, Mr. Sam. Picksley, Mr, Sam. Spencer, Mr. John N, Siws,
Licutenant Cartledge, Licutenant Attaway, and Licutenant Coleman cawe
i, Messes, Spencer and Sparnick said that they thought the matter
could be settled,  Judge Rivers said he wonld be glad it it ¢ould be set-
fled, as it was a very unpleasant case.  Witness asked upon what
grounds it could be settled. Mr, Spencer said that General Batler had
said that he wanted to see witness and the other oflicers of the com
pany, and would meet them at Mr. Spencer’s house, Witness agreed
1o go, and sent word w General Buatler that he would be there us
soon as be could get his coat. By the time witness had gone howe
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and returned with his coat as far as Judge Rivers's house, which is on
the way to Mr. Spencer’s house, General Buatler had left,  Witness had
purried and was not absent more than two or three minutes when he
had gone for his coat,  As witness got up to Rivers's house Mr, Henry
Getzen, a son-indaw of Mr, R J. Batler, rode up and called for Rivers,
and told some one on the pavement to tell Rivers it was half past four
and e must come to court, Rivers left ju the direetion of his oftlee.
Witnhess went to the corner of Market and Contre streets, and in ten or
ffteen minutes a crowd of forty or fifty white men, armed with pistols
o sivteen-shooters, came from Rivers's oflice by a back street, aud took
position: between Spencer's house and the conneil-chamber. A message
was then brought witness by Sam. Pickstey, Licatenant Cartledge, Need-
pam O Brieny and one or two others, whom witness does not remember,
from General Batler, that he wiskhed tosee witvess and the other ofticers
of the company n the conncil-chamber, and that i they would come
Jown there and make an apology to R.J. Batler and his son, amd give
ap the armsy he (General Butler) would settle the difficulty, [Witness
ientitied the General Buatler to whom he rvefers as General Calvin
Batler.]  Witness refused to go, stating to the committee that he was
atraid to o, as General Batler was surrounded by armed men, hat seut
word by the committee to General Butler thatit e wouald Keep his men
hack and meet witness halt-way, he {(witiess) would meet Butler and
weupotiwhat terms the matter could be settled, The committee left, and
cpon their retarn told witness that General Butler refused to meet him
except in the conneil ehamber,  Mr, Sparwick then came to witness, at
the corner of Market and Centre streets, and said that if he was in wit.
ness's phiee he would surrender the arins to save blood from being shed,
and that he thonght our lives wounld be wufe,  Witness replied that he
woulil like to take his adviee, but as he did not think his lite and that
o his men wanlid he sate; he could not sareender the arms. This was
Ahont ten or fifteen minates to six o'clocky he thinks; and white armed
pen were riding the streets in every direcetion and more were coming
Lo He thinks there were between two and three huudie b already o,
Ahoutl tve or ten minates after sixoa committee, consisting of General
Rivers, Sam, Pieksley, Joseph Thomas, and he thinks Mr. Gardner,
the titendant of the town, and perhaps Needham O'Brien, came to wit.
ness, and General Rivers said that General Batler sand that all that
vould satisty him was to give up the gans to him, (Batler,)  Some
other members of the committee, whom witness does not recollect, added
caud with the oflicers ton”™  Witness turned to General Rivers and
asked Bim i, as major-general of the Statey, he (Rivers) demanded the
s, Rivers replied that be did pot; he had no right to do so.  Wit-
ness then told Rivers that General Butler had no right to the arms,
which were in the hall where they had a right to be, and that General
Butler could not get them out of there, as witness did not intend that
he (Bailer) should have them, and that unless he took them by foree
he could not get them.  One of the committee, before leaving, [wit-
ness thinks it was Mr. Gardner,] said that lie had asked General Butler
it he would proteet the people of the town in case the guns were
srrendered, aud General Batler had answered that would depeud upon
how they behaved., When this last committee had this talk with witness
itwas in the drill-room, where witness had gone in consequence of
seing the excitement on the street, and secing General Batler placing
Lis men in difterent directions.  In two or three minutes atter this com-
mittee left the firing upon the drill-room commenced, from a squad of
about fifteen men who were behind the rock-piliar of the Charlotte, Co-
S, Ix, 85——-2
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Tumbia and Aunensta Railvoad,  Among that squad witness recognized
Henry Getzen and Tom Batler, The fiving was continned from the oat.
cide for abont a half hour betore a shot was fived from the drill-roon
witness had ordered the men in the drill voom, who, with the offieers,
pumbered thitty cight, not to fire until he gave mether orders. Abony
cight o'clock witness heard some one in the streciosay, *Go to Angasty
and got a keg of powder and well blow the damned hilding up & somg.
Body else sandy @ Bring o cannon with yvou” A few minutes afterwan
witness fined o place on the bhack ot the hoilding o get his men ont of
it e then broneht them ont,  Abont a half hour afterward a eannon.
ading of the bmbding was commenced,  Two or thiee shots were firsl
with the canton,  Witness eame ont of the boailding in the vear, aw
passed ronnd the Teft ot it throneh anopen lot into Centre street, Wi
ness amd some tweive or thitteen others of the conrpany (exeept twoa
e who were not mmeds Kept passing from Centre o Market streg
until about half past eleven or twelve at night, They then went jnta
Johm Parker’s vavde There the party cot squandered and went int
Mifterent divections: witness went into the yard of Lonis Sehiller and
into the back of his office, Before getting into the oftice, however,
Moses Patkis jumped into the yvard of M, Davis Lipfelt, whieh i
nest door to Schillers vard, and van across the vard, Witness jumped
up on the fenee dividing Selntlers and Lipteles vards,and gomebod:
chot at hin and witness jumped back on Scehiller's <ide, Witness heard
comehody, who he thinhs was in LipteltUs piazza, say, ¢ There is sone
danmed nigeerin this vard.” Tannedintely aftevward he heard some
one sav, @ Stopy stop. amd a pistol or gunwas fived s he then heard »
gate opengand some one sy, I've cot the dammed <on ol a bitel”
Witness then peeped throngh the top crack of the fence and <aw Rob
Gt Batler owhose voice e had tecopnized as saying < I've got the sy
of 1 bhiteh ™t near the gate,and some one elze whom he did not recag.
ize. Dutler had either aovery large navy pistol or a shot gan in his
Lands,  Howasa moonheht night, Butler was ahout 8iNty or sevents
feet from where witness was peeping: he was o little under the shads
of the piazza, aud that is the reason witiess conld not tefl exactly wh
kind ot weapon he had. Witness went into Sehiller's baek door, stoni
there a httle while, and not feeling satistied there, went down the side of
a linedence and got into a garden where Mr, Bvans lives,  After stand.
ing there a second or two, witness heard a party rousing somebody frow
under a house, either Spencer Harvissor Jim Cook's saying ¢ Therexa
pareel of black sonsof bitehes under here ;. eome here boys and let ws
get them™  Witness was on his knees looking through a erack in the
direction of Mr. Roll's (the bank) building, when hoe heard somebody
jump a fencee. Some ove eried CThalt? give ap that gun.” It wa
Henry  Getzeny, whom  withess recognized by his voice, e kuow:
Getzen: has known him ever since witness lived in this State:
has heard Lhim talk over a thousand times,  Witness then heard some
body, whom hie recognized by Ins voice to be dames Cook, say, @ Don’t
take my life!™ Getzen replied, “ You damned black son of a bitehy F'm
going to kill you.” He heard a gun five then, Am not positive whethe
i1 was a pistol or sixteen-shooter,  Witness was not more than fiftees
or twenty feet from the place where this took place ; thinks there wee
one or two others with Getzen, and thinks hie recognized Tom Butlers
voice ; the one whom he recognized as Tom Butler said, ¢ We've got the
gon of a biteh ™ Witness then jumped the fence, and went toward
Loll's building. There he saw a erowd of white men standing in frontol
the back gate, and witness returned to Schiller’s oftice, aud remained
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there. vntil the front doov was hroken up. When he wentin he found John
Fryon, Al Johnson, and Dave Phillips, and he thinks Frank Robertson,
i there. About a half hour after he got in, the tront door was broken
apent by the white meng and witness went ont the haek door. After he
gotont, the party inside stroek a light, and he heard them sy, e ve got
wome of the black sonsof hitehes”  Witness stoond alongside of the Kiteh-
e i Sehiller's vard, and saw a party of white men up in room of wit,
pess, Cwhich adjoins diill voom ) breaking up his furniture,  Ie then re-
turned to Rolls huilding, went up the back steps into the back plazza-
aud peeped through o broken blind down on the erowid of the white men,
who seemed to nake that place their headgquarters, Among these he
reognized - Jack Venable, Charvley Kernaghan, Cravion Matheney, a
pegro by the name of Frank Taylor taking part with them: another
mown-complextoned man, Isainh Marvshall, who Jives either at Butlers
a Getzen™s s George Vinsen, Lieutenant Caravile, of Augusta, M, Chat-
wecand Mro Dranbars the thinks bis name s Willie s, heard Jack Ven.
Ale v, Pyve got twoof the damned sons of hitehes tonight.,” During
s time the white men were bringing colored prisoners past there;
Leatd ~ome one say o Let us Kl the st one of them.” and heard Ssotme
ane elses whom he thinks was either Lieutenant Caravile or Jim Clark,
at Angnstacsayct Nog et a courtamartial of twenty men, and abidoe
bvwhat they say™  Abont thirty minutes affer that witness saw a
ol many members of the company who had been tarned loose run-
ung oft and the white men shootine at them,  Just afterward some
i the party called to the white men to monnt their horses and 1o
bome. Getzen remcrked, ©We have not got Sehiller or that captain
af the company, but we will gei them.™ Somebody remarked, © \Well,
toyse we will all go home, and it we arve over captured Jet it be a know-
wothing party.”™  Witness thinks it was General M., (, Butler's voice,
The white men rode off and witness came down and walked to Aiken,
Betore leaving, witness saw and identified the body of James Cook, Iving
m Mereer street, near the trestle of the Charlotte, Columbin and A ugusta
Railroad,

While witness was in Roll's piazza, Tom Batler ealled Isaiah Marshall,
and wsked him i he knew where Frank was,  Marshall answered that
hedid not know, Tom Butler said, « 1 and Henry have made a saeri-
kee of the damned marshal of this place.”  Marshall then said, © \When
Fent hime again he (the marshal) won't have the opportunity of driving
apin his fine horse and bugpy again to see about it." A lad (white)
mamed Arthur Johnson, about twelve or thirteen years old, whom
sithess met up with several times during the night as “hail fellow
sellmet,™ with the white men, added. ¢ His peace-bond is ended.”

Sworn to and subsceribed before me this July 20, 1576,

Do Lo ADAMS,

P L Rivery, ‘

T.d.4.C., Act. Cor, '

JONN GARDXNER, sworn, says:

Live in Hamburgh, South Cavolina ; was in town on Saturday, the Sth
July, 1878, About half past 3 o’clock ot that day Robert J. Butler,
General M, C. Butler, and about ten other men, came into town all
amed with pistols and gans, They stopped near Daunus’s store. M.
(. Butler went into the storey, and 1 called there to see him, as 1 was in-
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tendent of the town, and had learned that some {rouble was anficipateq,
Buatler said he wanted to see the oficers of the militia company.  Batle
went to the office of PG Rivers and came baek ¢ asked me it he could
get my office to hold o conference in with the officers of the company,
I told him he conld,  We then went inomy oflice, (the couneil ¢hamber,)
The armed men followed him, (Butler,) and T went up to the armory to
get the ofticers of the company to come down and see Butler. The
oflicers refused to go down to see General Butler at my oftice while he
wax surronnded by a band of armed men, 1 told Butler this, and he
asked me to go a second time, which I did with the same resalt. Aftg
[ had been with the officers the thind time, and they refused to see Bat.
ler while he was in company with the armed men, who by this time had
mereased to abont twenty-ive men, and were still coming in town iy
gangsof from five toseven, General Batler said he @ was going to have the
guns of the company:™ that the whites were not allowed to have guns,
and the negroes should not have them, Buatler then came out of my office,
and talked with some of the armed men.  Two or three of them they
mounted their horses and roawd oft up the Edgefield road.  Butler got in
his bugey and went over the viver, fodowed by two or three of the armed
men, Al these men were white men,  In about thirty minuates, the mey
who went oft up the road came back in company with about one hun
dred and fitty other armed men, under the command of Col, AL Butler,

These men marched into Cook street and halted.  After M, C. Butler
returned from Aungusta, I had a conversation with him near the post
oftice, and I told him it there was going to be any trouble he must let
me know, so I could get the women and children out of the way, e
(Butler) told me I had half an hour, and if the guns were not surren
dered in that time he would have them by forece. At the time I had
this talk with M. C. Butler, the men belonging to the militia company
were in their armory and the door was closed. T then left the town, and
told some of the women that they had better leave the town,

I heard the tiving about fifteen or twenty minutes after 1 left the town.
The reason assigned by the oflicers of the company for not conferring
with General Butler wasy they were afraid they would be shot by those
armed men.  Witness was impressed with their reason,  Witness thinks
that the ofticers of the militin would have conferred with General Butler,
but for fear of being assassinated. They said they would.

Subscribed and sworn before me this 13th day of July, 1876,

JOHN GARDNIER,
I ntendent,

oI Rivews, 7% J. AL C

{

WILLIAM NELSON, 5Wworn, says:

1live in IHamburgh, Aiken County. T was here on Saturday lastall
day in the town ; there was an unusual oceurrence twixt 4 and 5 o'clock,
1 was constable; had Rivers’s oflice ready for a trial between 4 and §
o'clock. General Calvin Buatler and R, J. Butler, and a considerable
crowd of armed men, came around there, and asked me it Judgo Rivers
was i, I told him no.  General Butler told Edwards to potify Rlvers
that he was there.  After a while the judge came to his ollice, DBelore
Mr. Edwards went for Judge Rivers, General Butler cursed me for a Gol
damn son of a bitch, ad told me to take down my feet from side of wull
when you speak to me. 1 told him 1 was in my oflice attending to Lis
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business,  Butler told me fo hand him some paper and ink to the door.
I told him there was paper and ik on the table,and ehair for attorneys.
He carsed me by saying, “ God damn you, do you know who yvou are talk-
me to " and Mr, Getzen came in the office with a sixteen-shooter, with
Mr. Chafeey hey Chafee, having o pistol. Some of the parties outside
ld General Butler to come cut, saying, I would not be insulted by that
God damn _son of a biteh, A1l of the armed men outside were white
men.  Dro Shaw was one of them and Rev, John Meeling, and Thomas
Putler with a sixteen-ghooter,  He was on his horse. Al of this oc-
curred before the TN J, came to his oftice. When the T, J. came to his
afice General Batler went in, took his seat, aud the same crowd fol-
lwed him in also, T J. ordered me to call the court to order, which 1
didy and to eall Do Co Adams, which did three times, with no answer.
The committeey headed by S, B, Spencer, came iny and asked to suspend
conrt for a few moments, in order to see if a compromise conld not he
effected, which was done ten minutes by the court.  As General Batler
lett the oflice, the armed men, consisting of eight or ten, still followed
Bmap. Myselt and Judge Rivers remained in the office.  Neither the
committee nor General Batler ecame back to the oftiee, T remained to
the office until abont 6 o'clock, and then I saow a body of armed meun,
between two and three hundred, coming in the town on the street, 1
left the oftice then to go to drill-room of wilina company for protection,
Fsaw onmy way to drill-room no armed colored men, but saw the wo.
men and childeen very mueh frightened, huntineg some place for protec-
tion. [ remained at drill.room until abont 7 o'loek,  Captain Adams
was there with about thirty-tive or forty men,  Captain Adams told me
that General Butler had demanded our arms without authorvity,  Idir.
ing took place between seven and half past seven o'clock. A portion of
the men whom I saw were in two squads, one squad hehind a brick build-
ingyand the other squad behind abuatment of the Charlotte, Columbia and
Augnsta Railroad,  The first shot was fired from the abutment of the
Charlotte, Columbia and Augusta Railroad, and they shot about sev-
enty-five or one hundred rounds before it was returned from drill-room.
They fired three-fourths of an hour before it was returned from drill-
room,  After that the firing was so rapid from outside until it was
only now and then that we could fire from the dreill-room.  That condi-
tion of things continued until about good dark, and then the firing some-
what ceased, and we then heard them say that they had gone over the
river after a cannon,  The captain then advised the company to get out
hack way into the yard,

Most of the company eame out at once except four or five. I staid on
top of the house.  They brought a cannon in and commenced firing at
the house,  We then came down on aladder,  Tived cannon four or five
times, 1 jumped out of a cirecalar yard into Mrs, Schiller’s yard. 1 re-
mained there until they commenced shooting so rapid with the cannon.
Fthen went into Mr, Davig's yard with Moses Iark,  We jumped the
fenee, I ran to get in cow-lot, and he ran to get to gate. 1 heard thom
Davis Lipfelt say, [said,] “ Don't shoot;” and 1 heard Robert Butler say,
“Stop, you damn son of a biteh,” and then several reports of guns
were heard,  Ho shot about three times, 1 heard him say, 0O, God
amn him; [ have got him”  Robert Butler then hallooed, “Come in
here, boys; there are seven moro of the God dainn sons of bitehes in
here” I then unlatehied the gate and crawled ap behind Mr, Davis's
pritten, [privy,] and ripped off @ board ad got into the sink of the same,
and I remained there until morning.  When | camo out, Moses Park
was lying about five feet from the gate, dead. [ saw that ho was shot
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in several placesc He was Iving in abont five feet of place T last gqw
bim when he was alive, The town was considerably exeited, 1 saw the
dead body of Cook abont one handred yvards from that of Moses Park.
Atter going toa ditel and washime muosets and putting on some elothes
I swent to South Caroling Bavlroad Company, The dies of AT, _\nj
wav, Paave Philbipss Henry stephenscand Mousnard, He OMivnards wys
not dead; he died abont ten ocloek that dave Two oo field at foot of
bridee, twoin the road. O the nirht of this disturbance the witnesy
identitied Colonel AL P Batler, Revo Meeling, Henvy Getzen, Tom Bat
Jor William Brocess Ben iltman, voune Jdohn Batler, Dires Shaw, g
General M. CoBotler, B Batler, HL Batler. and Chatee, The \\i(u('.\"\;
s posttive as to these contlemen hemnge prsent, armed. Saturday nipht
was g boght nrchos a part of the vrgrhts The moon was up whey |
qumped Davis's dences 1o positive as to the vdenony of Moses Parg
al that time,
WITLTAM NELSON,

Spheerihed aod covorr co e e this 1on ‘];l‘\' (;l',hﬂv\*. IR
Pohl REVERS,
o0 e et Cuy,

P WILDTAMS Sworng sy s

I live in HHamburgh, Aiken Conntys Twas in town on Saturday the
sthomstant, 1 owas here all day. In the atternoon there was an nposug!
oceurrence in the town ahout two o'clock pom. About 4 ocloek wem
to drillroom ¢ T went todrill toom by directions of captain for fear of
ocenrrence, 1 oremained amedntiroom until 6 o'vlock o firing  com-
menced about half past six o'clock. There were about 30 men in the
drill room.  Defore shooting T osaw all that was going on outside.
Before the shocting, saw some men about Cook's stable and alse
wen hehind pile of Chatlotte, Columbia and - Augasta Railroad,
and also saw some men ranning towards river-bank ;o these were
mounted : those behbind pillar on foot. They were white menj no
colored that I saw with them, They were armed.  Mr, Getzen with
Mr., Tom. Dutler, with sixteen-shooter each. It was not good dark
vet. Al were armed with pistols, Mr, Getzen made first fire on drill
room, 1 saw first fire made,  Mr, Getzen made the first fire,  Mr, Tom
Butler next fired at drill-room window,  Several men fired whom I don't
know. Col. Pickens Butler gave order to fire again to Getzen. 1 said
seen (ol Pickens Butler before that evening,  The captain gave
orders to all of us in drill-room not to fire. The white men continued
to fire all the while,  From the first fire made by Getzen until the fie
wag returned from drill-room was about fifteen minutes: when about
half of our men fired, We ceased and they returned the fire. It was
goetting dark, Could discern the figure of a man.  We got behind the
window-facings and chimney for protection. Some fired from top of
armory without orders, and captain gave orders to them then not to fire
without orders from him, The whites ceased then, and the captain said
that they had gone to Augusta to get long arms and cannon, and we
Liad best get out of here.  We put ladders down and eame out at rear of
building in Schiller’s yard, and captain then gave orders to follow him,
aud went to fence iun rear of lot. Remained there fifteen minutes, and
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qen went to Sehiller's ofice. The drill-room is next door to Schiller's ;
woother boildingr between, The two Mrs, Sehillers keep store next to
irill toonk. There were fifteen of usin Sehiller's oftice.  Captain opened
door of Schiller's ofice and told us to go into the street., When we came
atwe cione out firing on whites, I saw Mr. Robert Batler and his two
wvss M Batler siad, »'There groes the damn sons of bitehes, kill them ¥
We were in the dreill room about two and a half hours after fiving, be-
Srewe came out. Firing was Kept up all the time,  When we went
pto the street from Schiller's oflice they were firing at us all the time.,
Pran baek of Mr, Rivers's house under the Kitehen,  While I was under
dere, there was a lot of white men between kitehen and fenee that runs
down Mereer street, Tremained there until they left,  Was under thers
citeens minutes, T went throngh Rivers's cow-pen and stopped at Mrs,
Johins howse, pext house in the rear.

Winle there, one of the white men hailed and fired at me, and ball
sreeedd oy breast; did not see white man at that time, I erawled on
vy ~tomach to peach-treey and then to Columbia Railroad; peach-tree in
s Johnso’s vard, 1 seeluded myself under trestle-work of railroad.
while therey about twenty-five or thirty white men came down Mercer
reet, twelve or thirteen Aeet. from me. At this time Mr. James Cook
caped over the fence,  Col Pick. Butler halted him. 1 knew it was
Colonel Butler. T heard other men say, ¢ Colonel, kill him,”  Colonel
Butler savs,  No: Teave that for Tommy, Getzen, and Harrison Butler.”
Calonel Batler then ealled them oft one by one, fiest Harrison, Tommy
hutler, and Getzen. 1 recognized Getzen, Tommy and Harrison Buat-
o Tt was ahout 10 o'clock at night, Mr, Getzen came back and said,
“God damn, this is my beef. I ean ride on sidewalk and drink out of
wyrirg without paving five dollars again”  Mr, Cook was marshal of
setewn, The marshal does police-duty,  Mur. Getzen then stepped off,
fred at Mro Cook; Tommy and Harrison Butler next, and another gen-
deman asked for a part in ity and Getzen said, “ Noj; I have been wait-
me this chanee many a year ago, and 1 have now got it.,”  Mr. Coolk
asked what he had done to be killed,  Reply wag, ¢ Wewill let youknow
before weare done with you.”  The firing commenced on him (Coolk) then,
He iCook) then said “ O Lord ™ twice, Tommy Butler said, ¢ Seareh his
pocket and see if he has that five dollars; God damn his black soul.”
Then they said, © He has no money, but he has a damn good watch, worth
diont twenty-five dollars,”  Another gentleman says, ¢ ITe has got a good
pair of boots 3 T will save them.” 1 saw him take them off.  Others told
bim to go ahead,  Another gentleman says, ¢ \We ought to cut his damn
thoat,” and Tommy Butler say, ¢ Noj wo will cat his damn tongue out for
tear he will come to and tell what we have done in the morning;” and
when he did cut it out he put it in Cook’s band, and says, ¢ KKeep that
tillmorning, and let them see what we have done” Tom Butler said, when
he started ofty * Look up at moon and be a looking-glass for the damnn ne-
groes in the morning ;7 and they went oft and fired the pistols; and Henry
Getzen xaid, ** Gentlemen, all I want is to get hold of that damu captain
they got ;" and they then went off down the street and fired oft their
pistols, and [ remained there half an hour. I then jumped the fence
into Spencer’s yard and some one fired at me, whom I did not know,
He was riding. I then;went into Mrs. Dane's yavd, between two fences,
for protection ; it was still bright; I saw a great many wiite people on
the streets, all armedy about one thousand, so seemed to me; did not
recognize any one egsei I went off of Mrs. Dane’s yard under the Char-
lotte, Columbia and Augusta Railroad, and from there to the brewery ;
aud while going toithe brewery saw men riding to and fro in the strects.
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I went from Lrewery on top of Shultz’s hill; remained there unti
morning.

"
PARIS 4 WILLIAMS,

mark.

Subsceribed and sworn to before me this 17th day of July, A. D, 187¢
P. R. RIVERS,
T.J. A, C., Act. Cor,

SPENCER HARRIS, SWOrh, 8ays;

1 live in Hlamburgh, Aiken bonntv. I was here on Saturday, the 8th
instant 3 was not here all day ; was in Augusta from 7 till lodock and
then went to Augusta and came back at 6 o’clock. I noticed a great
multitude of white people had gathered here—about seven or eight han.
dred—some on foot and some mounted. They were white people, They
were all armed, either with pistols or guns, I recognized General Bat.
ler. When captured, I'recognized Tommy and Harrison Butler and Henry
Getzen,  YWhen 1 first came in town they were on foot when I saw them,
When I eame over I saw such a multitude of people I thought I woull
go in drill.room. T am not a member of Doce. Adams’s company.  [saw
the company when I went in drill-room waiting for orders, and to see
what the white people were going to do.  There were, [ think, between
thirty and thirty-five men in drill-room.  After there a while, the whites
opened five from abutment of Charleston, Columbia and Augusta Rail.
road., Thiswasbetween 6 and 7 o’clock, ornear 7, I had been thereabont
half an hour before firing opened.  1saw plenty ot whites on the street
before firing commenced, and after in drill-room, from the windows, [
had heard no firing until fire was opened from Charleston, Columbis
and Augusta Railroad abutment. Isaw no colored men among the
armed white men.  Whites fired first 3 shot from abutment ot Oharles-
ton, Columbia and Augusta Railroad; don’t know who fired first;
ghot from abutment, It was a lmlfhour before shot fired from drlll
room or building. The whites ontside continued to fire on buildinga
full halt-hour, continuously. After that the men in building returned
fire under orders from captain. We then fired out of building, We
were in building after firing commenced an hour, or probably more,
before we¢ came out, Captain Adams gave orders for a part of the
men to go out in Centre street, and the other on Market street, 1 went
under my house, which honts Market street, in rear of drill-] -room, and
staid there until they surrounded my house. After staying there
a while they surrounded the house. 1 came out back end of the house;
told them I surrendered, and not to shoot me, I found out therea
plenty of white men; did not recognize any of them. This was be
tween 1 and 2 o’clock. When I came out it was bright, moon shining,
When I surrendered, carried me down to the ring, It was a place sur
rounded by guards, with prisoners in the middle. It was in Market
street, about one hundred yards from South Carolina Railroad depot;
told me to remain there until further orders, surrounded by armed white
men all the while; had other prisoners in ring ; recognized Batler Ed-
wards, Harry M.u s,Jacob Young, Frank Robison, Arthur Wigfsll, Allen
Attaway, Dave l’lnlllps, George Archer, Gllbort Miller, Willis Daﬂ
Pompey Curry, Billey Green. I was in the ring with these men; kepb
there until near three o'tlock. While there somesays, ¢ What shall we do
with them ?” Some says again, ¢ Carry themto Aiken jail.” Soine says,
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#Columbia County.” I don’t know what they meant by this. Some
rays, ‘ Hang them.” Bome says, ¢ Pile them together and shoot them.”
Some says, ‘Carry them down railroad and loose them;" and they said,
“Take Attaway and talk to him ;” and some said, “Get orders from
Geueral Butler.” Some then weut off, and were gone about one
instant; came back; called for Mr, Attaway; took him from crowd;
carried him to South Carolina Railroad. I then heard tremendous
firing right off; could not see any of them then. They then came
back and said, “Get orders from General Butler again;” party went
off as though to get orders from General Butler, and came back
and called for Dave Phillips; carried him same direction as
Attaway was taken, I then heard tremendous firing again, Some
gentleman then came up, says, ¢ Here’s a man I know, and he is not
to be shot.” I was the man they meant; took me out from the ring
behind some of the crowd and told me to leave. I did leave then; I
saw no more of the transaction ; went to a place of safety. I saw Gene-
ral Butler at the ring, on his horse. 1 heard him called and he answered.
He lives in Idgefield County., I have known him some time; about one
vear. L don’t know Pick Butler, General Butler has a heavy beard;
I heard people say that he was General Butler, he answered to that
name; I am sare it was General Batler they called. This was before
Attaway was put in the ring, about one hour, I heard them say, ** Get
orders from General Butler.,” I came out from where I was concealed
about 5 o’clock Sunday morning. Saw good many colored people in the
streets looking at the dead. I saw Attaway’s body, Dave Phillips,
Moses Park, James Cook, and Mingard, and another body whom I did
not know; all were dead. I noticed Mr. James Cook; his face was
mashed up and a piece of his tongue cut off. .He was barefooted, lying
near the Colambia Railroad., Parks was lying between the Columbia
Railroad and corner of Mr, Davis Lipfield’s, Attaway’s bady lying in
field close to South Carolina Railroad depot; both his and Dave Phil.
lipg's—field called Dunnagan’s or Phillips’s—Mignard’s lying close to
South Carolina Ruilroad and fence of same field. Mignard was not dead
when I first saw him,

his
SPENCER 4+ HARRIS.

mark,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 17th day of July, A, D, 1870.
P. R. RIVERS,
Trial-Justice, A. C.

AUGUSTUS ROBERTSON, Sworn, says :

I'live three miles from Hamburgh, Aiken County, 8. C.; was in Hum-
burgh on the 8th of July ; there was an unusual occurrence in town that
day. Some time in the afternoon I saw General Butler come in Ham-
burgh, He went around to the trial-justice’s oftice of P: R. Rivers.
After a while I started down there; General Butler come back around
street before I got there. He was in a buggy with R. J. Batler, and
Henry Getzen was on horseback with a rifle in hand; Tommy Butler
was also with him, with a rifle in hand. They rode up street to where
the company was drilling on the 4th of July, 1876, They came back
down toward Centre street, to Mr. Dawson’s store. They all dismounted.

+I'was passing where they were. Ispoke to General B, ; said, % Good even-
g, general.” He asked me if I was acquainted with thecaptain of that
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company. I told that I was, He (General B.) said, ¢ You go up there
and tell him that he had better come down here mld have a talk with
me.” I went to Captain Adams; told him what General Butler said,

Captain Adams told me that he was willing to go and have a talk with
General Butler, but he could not go with those armed men around him;
that he did not think himself safe. I told General Butler what (J.\ptaln
Adams said. I continued passing about the streect. I saw several
white men on mules and horses, riding, in town; it was an unusunal
thing to see men riding in town that late, armed. General Butler called
me again while passing on the street; said, “ You go and tell Captain
Adams that he had better come down and see me.” 1 went and told
the captain what the general said, Captain A. again replied to me
that he “was perfectly willing to go and see General Butler if he will
send them armed men away that he has got around him, and meet me
privately to himself; but I am afraid to go there where those armed men
are” He was afraid that he would be killed. I went back to (reneral
Butler; told him what Captain Adams said. General Butler said, ¢ Tell
him that he shan’t be hurt.” In that time Main street was lined with
white men, coming in town on horses, armed. It was unusual to me to
see white men coming in town in that way, all armed. I thought that
there was going to be trouble here. It was then getting very late,
Sun was about half hour high, There were several standing around
when myself and General Butler were on Centre street. T'o my'knowl
edge Dr. Hugh Shaw was standing there with General Butler, Sam.
uel Spencer was standing on the sidewalk, Mr. Samuel Spencer was
not armed ; he had nothing that Isaw. Harry Mays was standing there
with an umlnella in his hand. Iarrison Butler was-there. Saw no
colored men armed.  All the white meu that I saw were armed. I said
to General Butler, ¢ What will effect a compromise in this thing, as I am
anxious for peace?” Hesaid that ¢ Nothing will effect & compromise but
for the negroes to give up their arms that they have; thoy have no
right with them here, and they sba’n’t have them ;” that ¢ Government
don’t allow me to drill, and they sha’n’t drill, and I give them one-half
hour to surrender them arms, and I will have the arms or put the damn
town into ashes. They may kill a few of my men, but I will send
some of them to hell.,” T am using the exact l'mguag(, which was ad-
dressed to me. I said, ¢ General Butlcr, I do not belong to the company,
and as to giving up the arms I can’s do nothing.” r wilked oft from
bhim. I stood about on the street a little while. I was standing on the
corner of Centre and Mercer streets, between Mr. Ilenderson and
Davis Lipfield’s store. DMr. Henry Getzen came riding down the
street and told me that I had better get those women and chil
dren away from that corner, where the company armory was; that
General Butler said that he was going to open tire on it. I Tooked
up street; I saw General Batler on horseback at the corner near
where the militia company of Hamburgh’s drill-room was. Harrison
Butler said to me, “Guss,you had better leave.” 1 understood him
to say so. I asked Mr. Sqlter, who was staudmg near by, to let me ride
in his buggy. He said he would. I got in the buggv and went off,
That was between sundown and dusk, When I was about a mile from
the bridge I heard the shooting commence. When I left town it looked
like fight. Every minute there was white men, all armed with pistols
and guns, drawn up in line of battle, from the corner of Mercer and
Cook streets to the river-bank, to near the Sibley’s building on theriver
bank. There were, as near as 'T could judge, between one and two hun-
dred. Isaw three colored men with their guns going to the drill-room.



SLAUGHTER OF AMERICAN CITIZENS AT HAMBURGH, 8. C. 27

It was a usual thing for them to drill on Saturday evening in the drill.
room. I am here every Saturday and I know that to be a fact., I did
not see any colored men in the street armed after General Butler and
his men came in town but the town marshal, and he always has his pis-
tol. When I refer to General Butler in this testimony I mean General
M. C. Butler, of Edgeticld County, 8. C,, whom I have known for about

fen years,
AUGUSTUS ROBERTSON.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 1Sth day of July, 1876,
P. R, RIVERS,
T.J. 4.0, Aeting Coroner,

JOnN I'RYER, 8worn, says:

Ilive in Hamburgh, Aiken County, S. C. I was here on the Sth of
July, 1876. I was not here all day ; I came here from my work in the
swamp about 2 o’clock and remained here during the balance of tlie day,

There was an unusual occurrence that day. In the evening when I
came, I went home and was washing and fixing to put on some clothes.
My wife said, “ You fixing to put on clothes, and they is a fixing to have a
fuss down there.” I said to her that ¢ There is not going to be any fuss,
for nobody is going to have a fuss down town.”. I then puton my clothes
and came down town; was standing before Miss Eliza Brugh’s store-
door, and saw a good many white men zoming in town. Amongst them
was General M. C. Butler and R. J. Batler in a buggy ; Tommy Butler
with a gun on his shoulder riding by the side of the buggy. After Isaw
these men, I went to drill-room corner, and stopped there, 1 saw a good
many men coming in. I saw amongst them was Charlic Glover, riding
in front of the next squad of men—Charlie Glover, of Edgefield. " I then
went in the drill-room of the company and sat down. It was then near
4 o'clock. I remained in the drill-room for about an hour, when five
mounted white men went to Sibley’s warehouse, on the river-bank and
Market street, and took position there. About half an hour afterward,
General Butler went by the drill-room on horseback and stopped about
twenty yards below the drill-room toward the trestle of the Charlotte,
Columbia and Augusta Railroad, turned his horse’s face toward the five
white men, waved to them; they went to him and all rode off together.
Shortly afterward, five men, whom he thinks were the same to whom he
has already referred returned and took their position near the Sibley
warchouse on the river-bank some time after 7 o’clock, About fifteen or
twenty white men wentdown behind the stoneabutment of the Charlotte,
Columbia and Augusta Railroad and took position there. Shortly after
thattbhe white men that went behind the stone pillar commenced firing at
the drill-room, Up to that time no shot had been tired as I know of, I am—
positive that the first was fired by these white men behind the'stone pillar.
Captain Adams ordered the men in the drill-room to get away from the
windows, and the firing from the outside of the drill-room by the white
men was continued from a quarter to half an hour before any shot was
returned from the drill.-room by our mmen. Then some of the men at
the lower end of the drill-room commenced returning the fire. The
firing on both sides continued, as near as witness can judge, for about
two hours, that on the part of the whites remaining pretty general,
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while that from the drill-room was as occasion offered itself, At
the end of that time Captain Adams gave orders for the men to leave
the building, and they all came down. Witness went into Schiller’s
oftice and staid there until 12 or 1 o’clock. Others of the men had gone
in with him, but afterward left him there alone. About the time to
which he refers, a crowd of white men broke in the front door, and wit-
ness laid his gun on top of the counter, put his ammunition under the
counter, and got there himself, A great crowd rushed in, and some with
axes commenced breaking up everything in the office. When they struck
the counter witness put his head out, and a man named Reese, who gins
tor R, J. Butler, came round the counter, put a shot-gunin thefaceof wit.
ness, who cried out that he surrendered. Witness was dragged out thenp,
and they commenced beating him with sticks and punching him with
their guns.  Some of the crowd had lights, and he recognized Tom Set.
tle, of ldgefield,and Reese. The crowd then carried witness to the ring
in front of Mra. Dottery’s, in Market street. Avrests of colored men
continued and ihe captured men were put in the ring with witness,
Among those witness recognized A, T. Atway, Bower Anderson,
Harry Mays, aud others. About an hour after witness was put in
the ring, he and the rest of the prisoners were moved near to the
ticket-oflice of the South Carolina Railroad. The white men com.
menced consulting what to do with the prisoners, and the prison.
ers begging the whites to do what they could for them. Attaway
called to Henry Getzen, ¢ Mr. Getzen, do what you can for me” Mr,
Getzen answered, “God damn you, I will do what I can for you directly,
I know you.” All that time witness recognized among the white men,
besides Getzen, Rev, John Meeling, Tom Settle, Dunbar Laurar, Dr,
Butler, Pierce Butler, Colonel Pickens Butler, Crayton Matheney, (also
had a hatchet in his hand,) old Joe Merriwether, Tom Carvill, of Au.
gusta, Luther Reese. Just before Getzen spoke to Attaway, witness
recognized M, C. Butler at the ring. All the men he has named were
white men, and were all armed, This was near 2 o’clock, and the moon
was shining brightly, About two or three minutes after Getzen had
said what he did to Attaway, Getzen and seven or eight men took Atta-
way out of the ring, carried him toward the ticket-oftice of the South
Carolina Railroad, and witness heard firing in that direction and saw
the flashing of guns. The white men then returned and called for Da.
vid Phillips; took him out, carried him in the same direction in which
they had taken Attaway, and witness again heard the report and saw
the flashing of guns. The crowd then returned, called for Alfred May-
niard, took him out, and carried him in the same direction in which they
had taken Attaway and Phillips, and witness again saw the flashing of
guns and heard their reports. The crowd then took out Henry Stephens,
and the same thingoccurred as in the cases of Attaway, Phillips, and May-
niard, The crowd then returned and called on Pompy Curry, and Curry
bounced out and ran through the crowd, who fired some fifteen or twenty
shots at him, and some of the white men cried out, ¢ God damn it, boys,
what better fun do we wantthan this?” Some of the white men then said,
“ Let us turn them (the prisoners) loose :” others said * No.” Some said,
“Let us turn them loose and shoot them,” Some said, ¢ Let us take these
to Augusta;” others said, ¢ No, we have got as many in Augusta as we can
contend with,” Finally they ordered them to run, and the men broke
loose and the white men commenced firing on them. There were then
about twenty prisoners left. Witness got behind a china tree and a
crowd came up the street and wanted to shoot him anyhow. Colonel
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Pickens Butler came up with a pistol in his hand and said, ¢ No, you can’t
do that now as you have turned thew loose.” Witness then went home
and laid down,

L
JOIIN 4+ FREYER.

mark.

Sworn and subsecribed before me this Juh 18, 1876.
. R. RIVERS,
Trial-Justice Aiken County, Acting Coroner.

WILLIS REDRICK, being duly sworn, says:

That he lives in Hamburg, Aiken County, S. C.; was there all day on
the 8th of July, 1876, About 4 o'clock that evening a crowd of
armed white men commenced gathering in the town. Awmong them
he recognized Heury Getzen, Harrison Butler, Tom Butler, Mr. Reese,
who stays at R. J. Butler’s mill, Robert J. Butler. Armed men con.
tinued to come in until about halt’ past 5 o’clock. About that time five
armed white men were placed on horses at, the Sibley warehouse on the
river bank, and five dismounted men at the stone abutment of the
Charlotte, Columbia and Augusta Railroad bridge. These remained
until about 6 o’clock, when the five near the Sibley warehouse left, and
those near the abutment began firing in the drill-room. Witness was
in the drill-room with about thirty-two others. He had gone there be-
cause he had seen so many armed men gathering that he thought that
was the safest place for him, DBefore the firing began, Louis Cartledge
had come to Capt. Doc. Adams in the drill-room and asked him to go to
the court at Trial-Justice Rivers’s. Adamns replied that he did not like to
go there while so many armed men were around, as he did not think
lie would be safe. Cartledge then left. We remained there until the
shooting began. In the meanwhile between two and three hundred
armed white men, some on horseback and some on foot, had come into
town. About 6 o’clock, or later, perbaps, the sun was not very high,
Mr. Henry Getzen stepped from behind the pillar or abutment of the
Charlotte, Columbia and Augusia Railroad and fired at the windows
of the drill-room. At that tie no other shot had been fired. The white
men continued firing for about ten or fifteen minutes, when the shots were
returned from the drill.-room, These soon stopped, but the white men
continued firing into the drill-room. After the firing in this way had con-
tinued an hour and a halt or two hours, some of the white men cried out,
“The cannon will be over here, and we-will shell them out if we can’s
get them out any other way.” At that time the men in the drill-roomn
commenced makmg preparations to get down out of the back way by a
ladder. Witness and the others got out that way, and in perhaps fifteen
or twenty minutes the whites began firing with the caunon; am posi-
tive three shots were fired with the cannon, may have been more. Wit
ness went under Spencer Harris’s house on Market street and staid
there about a half hour, when the house was broken into by white people,
and he went back into Harris’s garden. While going there he was fired
upon by some persons out of the Hamburgh bank; staid in the garden
about a half hour and fired four shots back into the bank building, from
which the shooting on him had commenced and continued. As they
broke into Harris’s house, some one outside holloed * There’s a nigger
back there in that garden, go back there and get him.” Wituess hid
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his gun and concealed himself behind a post. Five white men came
into the garden, and one of them, drawing a pistol into face of witness,
asked him where was the gun he was shooting, He answered that Le
bad no gun, They carried witness to a place on Market street wherg
other prisoners had been placed, and on the way there one of the white
men asked if be had any cartridges. Upon his answering that he had
not, the white man ruu- his hand into the pocket of witness, took out
Lis pocket-book and putitinto his own pocket. Witness found among
the other prisoners John l‘homds, Alex. Grimage, and others.  After
this the white men brought in Allan Attaway, Dave Thillips, Harry
Mays, and Pompy Curry,” We were kept there an hour or an hour and
a Imll when they were taken further down Market street and near to
the S()uth Carolina Railroad. Soonafter they were put there, some of the
guard said, ¢ Let us kill the God damned nevroes,” others said, “Takeall
them %l\tcon yoar-old negroes out and send them to their mother. and we
know what to do with the old negroes.” One white man said, “Let the
guards be easy, and dow’t shoot any of these negroes until L can go and sce
General Butler,” At that time the guard said, ¢ HHow many of these
monkeys have we got here ??and somebody answered twenty-seven. Soon
afterward the man who said he was going to see General Butler, and who
had gone down back the street in the direction of Rivers's office, came
back past the prisoners and went up toward the depot of the South Caro-
lina Railroad, While this was going on, witness recognized as being
among the guard Mr, Henry Getzen, Neal Benson and his brother,
George Benson, and some others whom he knows by sight, but not by
name, except a tall man named Tylee, who lives in Shultz I1ill. Joln
chzu-ongcn, who lives in Edgefield County, then came to where the wit-
ness and other prisoners were, and called for Allan Attaway, and said he
wanted to see bim, Attaway was taken out by Swearengen and four or
five others, across the track ot the South Carolina Railroad. Witness
bheard some firing immediately afterward, Swearengen and the other
white men came back without Attaway, and called for Dave Phillips,
They took Phillips out in the same direction that they had carried Atta.
way, and witness heard firing again,  The same party came back ywith
out Phillips, and called for Pompy Curry. As soon as he was called,
Curry jumped up and ran toward brewery, when some fifteen or twcnty
Sh()tb were fived at him,  Swearengen then went back to the depot of the
South Carolina Railroad, and ILtllllllllg immediately, called for Alfred
Mayniard, who was taken across the South Carolina Railroad, in the
sawe direction in which Attaway and Phillips had been carried. Witness
again heard the firing, The guards came back again with Swearengen
and called for Hamp Stevens, who was taken in the same way across the
South Carolina Railroad, and witness again heard the shooting., The
guard with Swearengen then came back to the prisoners, and witness
saw fifteen or twenty men come from the depot of the South Carolina
Railroad, take down the field between where he and the prisoners were
and the river-bank, and go down Market street toward Centre, Swear
engen then said to the prisoners: “All you niggers hold up your right
bauds!” The prisoners did so, Ile then made, them swear that they
would never raise arms against the, white men and would never give any
evidence against them inany court. The prisoners were then told to get
up and gct two deep aud w alk off. A one-armed white man then said
to the others to shoot into them, and if they killed hny it was all right,
and if they didn’s it would make no difference ; witness pushed into the
crowd of prisoners a few steps and then broke and run, when some
fifteen or twenty shots were fired at him ; he wds not hit; he ran over
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toward the brewery, got into a ditch, made his way up to a culvert on
the South Carolina Railroad, and staid in it until day. 1le then went up
the road by the South Carolina Railroad depot and saw the dead bodies of
Allan Attaway, Hamp Stevens, and Dave Phillips, Alfred Mayniard was
also lying there, but not dead; he had a bullet-wound through his neck.
There was a bloody spot on the breast, and his breeches were down. On
his rump there was a gash between three and four inches long, and per-
haps two inches deep, which seemed to witness to have been made by
an ax or hatchet. Mayniard asked for a drink of water. Besides those
of the armed white men that witness saw at the ring while a prisoner
was Chavley Coffery, who lives at Mrs, Robertson’s, on the Martintown
road.
his
WILLIS 4 REDRICK,
mark,
Sworn to and subscribed before me this July 19, 1876.
P. R. RIVERS,
T.J. A, C., Aet. Cor.

BurLer EpwaARrDS, being duly sworn, says D

That he resides in ITamburgh, Aiken County, S. C. Was here on
Saturday, July 8, 1876, all day. About 4 o’clock that day he saw R, J.
Butler, his son Tom, and Henry Getzen come into town with several
other men whom he does not know. They all stopped by Mr. Danner’s,
on Centre street,  After that a man on horseback went up Centre street
toward where the Martintown and Five-Notch road fork.,  After he came
back witness saw a crowd of two or three hundred men on horseback,
all armed, ride into town. They went round by the bank building.
Witness passed them there, and recognized Col. Pickeus Butler, his son
Pierce, John Swearengen, Tom Oliver, Dunbar Lamar, and a man named
Chafive. Witness went to the drill.-room, and remained there until the
shooting commenced, which was about half past six o’clock., The first
shot was fired by white men posted behind the abutment of the Charles-
ton, Columbia and Augusta Railroad. They continued firing on the
drill.room for about & quarter of an hour before any shot was returned
from the driil-room. Several shots, perhaps fifteen or twenty, were
made from thedrill-room. The firing from thedrill-room then ceased, but
that from the whites continued for about an hour. Witness was on top
of the house, over the drill-room, while all this was going on.  When it
was getting dark the men trom the drill-room came down out of the back
way, and were followed by those who had been on top, including the
witness, The witness went behind his own house, near the drill-room,
and stood there about ten minutes; he then went through Spencer
Harris's garden and got under his house, where he remained about
three-quarters of an hour. A great crowd of white men then came
to Harri’s house, commenced cutting up the floor,and looking under
the house with lights, Witness ran out and got in a hog-pen. A
white man then said, “ There is some God damn son of a biteh run in
this hog-pen, and he has not come out yet; get him out.” Some of
them came to the pen, felt around with their guns, and, touching him,
ordered him to come out. Some seven or eight guns and pistols were
pointed at him. He was then dragged out and taken in the street,
between the Charleston, Columbia and Augusta Railroad and the South
Carolina Ruilroad, and taken to General M. C. Butler, who ordered
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the witness to be taken to the ring, and said he would be down there
after a while. Witnessknows General Butler, and the moon was shining:
very bright. He was taken to the ring near the South Carolina Railroad,
and made tosit down, There he found as prisoners Alexander Grunage,
Warren Samuels, David Phillips, John Thomas. He was kept there
about an hour. In that time Harry Mays, Alexander Martin, Spencer
Harris, Gilbert Miller, Allen Attaway, Alfred Mayniard, Jumes Moses,
Tom Searles, and some others, until, as he thinks, there wero twerity-
seven prisoners gathered. All the prisoners were colored, There were
about six or seven hundred armed white men around the prisoners and
going up and down the street. Among those he recognized as guards
were Dunbar Lamar, Captain Miller, of Georgia, Tom Butler; and
among the other armed white men he recognized Captain Carwile, of
Augusta, and General M. C. Butler. General Butler came up on horse-
back and asked for Willis Davis, who answered that he was there,
General Butler then said, ¢“Willis, are you here in this crowd ?#” Willis
said, “ Yes,sir.” General Batlerthenasked Willisit he did not get enough
of the militia at the time Ned Tenantand he (Willis) had burnt up his (Bat.
ier's) house,  Willis answered,* General, I never had anything todo with
it.” General Butler answered, “You are a damn liar, you damn black son
of a biteh, 'l give you enough of it before morning.”  Some one then
said, ¢ General, whatshall we do with these men ?” and General Butleran.
swered, “\Well, rally, boys, and see how many you can get, and then come
to me.”  Witness also recognized Henry Getzen and John Swearengen,
Some other prisoners were afterward brought in.  Bill Robertson, a sonof
Judge Robertson, of Augusta, said, *“We had better take them out two by
two and court-martial them, It they had us they wonld do us that
way.” John Swearengen said, % Noj we will wait and sec what General
Batler says.”  Witness and the rest of the prisoners were then made to
march, two deep, near to the South Carolina Railroad, and sat down in
the road.  After sitting there ten or fifteen minutes, John Swearengen
called Attaway out and said he wanted to talk with him. Swearengen
and some others then took Attaway across the South Carolina Railroad,
 Witness, in two or three minutes afterward, heard the reports, and saw

the flashes of guns, in the direction in which Attaway had been taken.
Sweargenen and the crowd came back without Attaway, and some one
asked who was next. Henry Getzen answered it was Dave Phillips.
Phillips was taken in the same direction that Attaway had been, and
witness again saw the flashes and heard the report of pistols and gnus.
The guard came back without Phillips, and called for Pompey Curry,
who got up and ran through the weeds, and the crowd fired at him as
he ran. Alfred Mayniard was then called out, and the same things
were done as in the case of Attaway and Phillips, - .

When the crowdreturned without Myniard, Hamp Stephens was called
out, and the same course was pursned with reference to him. When the
guard returned somebody said, ¢ Let us turn these loose;” some oue au-
swered, ¢ By God, if you do that you need never call in the assistance of
Georgia any more.” One said, ¢ Let us kill them all.” Another said, ¢ Noj
we have lynched enough of them anyhow ; let us swear them and torn
them loose.” John Swearengen then said to the prisoners, * I am in com-
mand now ; get down on your kuees and hold up yourright hands.” He
then swore them that they would never rebel any more, nor raise arms
against the whites, nor give any evidence againstthem, Swearengen then
ordered them to stand up, two deep, and turn to the right. The prisoners
keptstraight up the stréet, and the one-armed mansaid, “Shoot into them,
and it you kill any of them it is all right, and if you dow’t kill any of
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them it is all right.” Witness and the rest of the prisoners ran up the
street, the ecrowd firing into them as they went. Witness came to the
pank building, and found another crowd of white men there. e told
them that the other white men had told them to run, and that they would
not shoot at them, but that they had done so. The white men said,
#Well, travel up ; we won’t shoot at you.” They did shoot at us, how-
ever, and I was shot in the head when near the platform of the Charles-
ton, Columbus and Aungusta Railroad, and fell.  Witness grabbed the
platform, jumped up and ran again, calling to some of tho other pris-
oners to wait—that he was shot. Witness then went home, and remained
there until twelve o’clock the next day. Witness remembers to have seen
John Crawford and Robert Gardner (called sometimes Garner) as
among the armed men who came into town Saturday afternoon.

his
BUTLER 4+ EDWARDS.
mark.
Sworn to and subscribed before me this July 19, 1876,
. . RIVERS,
Trial-Justice, Adiken County, Acting Coroner.

No. G.
Statement of M. C. Butler,

THE HAMBURGH COLLISION—GENERAL M. C. BUTLER’S CONNECGTION
WITIHI THE RIOT—AN ADVOCATE OF PEACE, LAW, AND ORDER.

Editors Columbia Register :

Certain newspaper editors and reporters have done me so much in-
justice by false reports in reference to the recent disturbance in Ham-
burgh, that it is due to myself to make to the public a statement of my
connection with it. ‘

On Friday evening, July 7, Col. Thomas Shaw, with his brother, the
Rev. William Shaw, was at Edgefield Court-House to see Mr. H. W,
Addison and Mr. A, J, Norris and myself on business, After transact-
ing it, Colonel Shaw said to me that Mr, Robert J. Butler, who lives
near Hamburgh, in Aiken County, desired me to be at Hamburgh on the
following evening, (Saturday,) at 4 o’¢lock, to represent professionally
bis son, Thomas Batler, and son-in-law, Henry Getzen, in a trial to be
had before Trial-Justice Prince Rivers. Mur. Butler has been a lucrative
client of mine for many years. I inquired of Colonel Shaw if he knew
the nature of the case to be tried, and he said he knew nothing exespt
what he had heard—that these two young men had had an altercation
with a company of negro militia in the streets of Hamburgh ou the 4th
of July, and that Mr. Robert Butler had complained to Rivers, the
major-general of militia, and trial-justice, and that he supposed the trial
referred to that matter. '

Laccordingly left Edgefield at 9 o’clock next morning in a buggy.
When I had gone about seven miles on the old stage-road, I met Dr.
George Wise, who inquired if I had heard the news from Hamburgh,
Ireplied that I had heard nothing special, but was on my way to Ham-
burgh to attend a trial before Rivers. He said the information had
reached his neighborhood that the negro militia had threatened to lynch

S, Ex. 85 3
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Thomas Butler and Henry Getzen if they werc not convicted, and that
several young men had gone in that direction.

When nearing the town, I sent word to Mr. Robert Butler to meet mg
in Hamburgh, and give me the facts of the case in which he wished me
to appear. Mr. Butler did meet me in a short time, and I there for the
first time ascertained the character of the trouble.

I had nothing whatever to do with the matter up to that time—knew
nothing but what I have stated. My business there was simply profes
sional; had nothing about me but one law-book, and had no more ideg
of there being a collision than an utter stranger.

I learned, after reaching Hamburgh, that Mr. Henry Sparnick, of
Aiken, was in town as the attorney of tha colored militia, and sent for
him with a view of arranging for the trial or effecting some arrangement
between the parties. Mr., Sparnick met me, and, I think, will do me the
justice to say that my earnest effort was to prevent any further trouble,
if possible; and he appeared equally anxious. '

Mr. Robert Butler then interposed, and said to Mr. Sparnick that if
these men would make acknowledgments for their abuse and maltreat.
ment of his son and son-in-law, he would be satisfied. I said nothing
about any apology myself,

It was then proposed that we hold a conference with the oflicers of
the militia company and Prince Rivers, and see if we could not adjust
matters. I made this proposition. Mr, Sparnick assented, saying he
had influence with the negroes, and he theught we could arrange it,
He went ofty as I supposed, to bring his clients, but did not return,

Sam Spencer, a negro man, came to Mr. Dan’s store, where I was with
Mr. Robert Butler, his son, and son-in-law, and said that he desired to
sec me privately. I atonce went into Mr. Dam’s back room. He said
he was sorry to see so much excitement, and I expressed regrets atit,
when he said that he thought, inasmuch as Trial-Justice Rivers was to
hear the case, he would prefer not to be in the conference. I agreed with
the propriety of that position; and he then said that the officers of Do,
Adams’s militia company would meet me, but did not like to come to
Mr. Dam’s store, as there were armed men there, but would meet me at
his (Spencer’s) oftice if agreeable to me. I said certainly I would meet
them at his office, and alone if they preferred. He then went oft, and
did not return. _ ,

The time appointed for the trial having arrived, I proceeded, with my
clients, to the trial-justice’s oflice. Rivers was not in, and after a time
his clerk went for him, and he opened his court. I inquired, as a pre.
liminary question, whether he was sitting as a civil or military ofticer.
He replied that that depended upon the facts as they would be devel
oped ; that he was then acting as a peace officer. I remarked that I was
indifterent as to the character of the court, as we only desired to arrive
at the facts, and inquired if the accused parties would be present, He
said that he did not know, but would have them called ; which his con-
stable proceeded to do from the door. About this time Sam Speucer
came in, and said to me that he thought if the trial could be suspended
the matter could be settled. I replied that he must see the trial-justice,
and if he would suspend I had no objection. Whereupon Rivers an
nounced the case suspended for ten minutes, and I was'invited by thein-
tendant of the town, a negro man named Gardner, to the council chamber,
for the purpose of meeting the militia officers of Adams’s company, [
repaired at once to that place, and remained there about a quarter of an
hour. Nobody appearing but Gardner, with whom 1 had some talk &
to the necessity of something being speedily done, and that I thought
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the best solution of the matter was that these people should deliver up
their arms as & means of settling the present difficulty, and a guarantee
against a future recurrence; he said he knew nothing about it; and
waiting, as I thought, long enough, I got in my buggy and went over to
Augusta on business having no relation to the Hamburgh matter, and
while there was questioned by a number of persons as to the status of
affairs in Hamburgh, to whom I replied that I thought a collision between
the whites and blacks imminent and likely to take place.

After dispatching my business, I was returning through Hamburgh,
on my way to spend the night at Mr. Robert Butler’s, two miles in the
country, and leave for home early next morning. When about half-way
across the bridge, I met a delegation of four negroes—Pixley, Edwards,
Spencer, and Sims-—who stopped me and said that if I would go to
Spencer’s office the oflicers of the militia would meet me and endeavor
to stop the impending trouble. Iagreed; went directly to the appointed
place, and waited there some twenty or thirty minutes, but one of the
ofticers, Cartledge, appearing. IHe said he would do all in his power to
induce the militia to disband and give up their guns, and I believe he
did,

While I was in Augusta a body of men rode into the town, (Ilam-
burgh,) mounted.

I went around the street to look for Mr. Butler, and had not been
gone long before I received a message from Prince Rivers asking me to
meet him. I declined to do so, saying that we had made about four ap-
pointments, which were observed by myself only, and that he must
come to me. I, however, did go to meet him, and he asked me, if the
men would give up their arms, would I guarantee the safety of the
town. I said I have nothing whatever to do with the town, and could
give no guarantee of any sort, as I had no command or authority, but
would say, as a ecitizen, that, in my judgment, if they would do that,
there would not be the slightest trouble; and he said that he thought
that right, and would go and advise them to that course. In about ten
minutes the report was circulated that the negroes refused to give up
their arms, and intended to fight; and a few minutes thereafter the
fight did ensue. The negroes were fortified in their drill-room, in a brick
building known as Sibley’s corner, and they raised a yell and fired from
the windows, which was responded to by the whites, and a general firing
took place.

Not a very great while after the firing began, Mr, McKie Merri-
wether, a most estimable young man, was shot through the head and
killed, Not a negro had then been touched, and Merriwether’s death
naturally infuriated the already excited crowd, and they were under the
leadership of no one.

During the firing some parties unknown to me brought over a piece
of artillery and fired four or five times at the building, and returned,
The firing of the negroes from their position then ceased. I left the
erowd arresting the negroes. How many were killed, or how they were
killed, T do not know. This collision was the culmination of the system
of insulting and outraging of white people which the negroes had
adopted there for several years.

Many things were done on this terrible right which, of course, cannot
be justified, but the negroes ¢ sowed the wind and reaped the whirlwind.”

I'did not attempt to accomplish by force what I could not accomplish
by peaceful means. ,

I'was not the leader of this body of infuriated men, I was there in
the line of my profession. The collision was a sort of spontaneous com-
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bustion. I thought I saw it approaching, and did all that any human
being could be expected to do to prevent it.

I have no objection to being saddled with whatever responsibility
fairly attaches to my conduet, but I have no idea of permitting nerws.
paper reporters, for the sake of a sensation or any other purpose, pre.
senting me as the leader of' a mob, when I was no more the leader, and
no more responsible, than any other person who might have been there
in the line of his duty.

e

M. C. BUTLER,

No. 7.

EDGEFIELD, S, C., July 16, 1876.
To the Iditors of the Journal of Commerce :

The high joint commission, consisting of William Stone, carpet-hag
attorney-general, and the mulatto adjutant-general of the State, Purvis,
have lately v mtud [Tamburgh to investigate th(,“hm'x or,” and the I’onner
has made his “report.” W h.\ Governor Chamberlain slwul(l have sub.
jected the State to the expense, and these two dignitaries to the trouble
of going to HHamburgh, is somewhat surprising.  When we-read the
“report,” and consider the data from which it is made, the ex-parte
stdt(-ments of lying negroes, and the partial, partisan, and’ false conclu
sions of its facile authory the suggestion arises, why the aftidavits were
not written out in Colmnbm made to order there, and sent by express
to be executed without limit’ by the dusky afliants of that rendezvous,
Hamburgh., 'This plan would have agswered the purpose of the outrage.
manufactarers and their hireling newspaper ch.unplon.s just as well,

If this so-called attorney-general had been in the pursuit of truth,
why did he confine his inquiries to the besotted negroes and a few per
jured white men who had instigated them into an armed insurrection
against the laws of the country, the rights and property, of its citizens,
and the safety and peace of that community? Ifacting within the pur
view of the duties incident to the high position in the State to which
the accidents of war have elevated him, why did he so heartily con-
clude his investigations before getting at the real facts of this unfortu.
nate emcute, and rush into print with a report pregnant with partisan.
ship and fragrant with the odor of radical falschood? If his hireling
champions of the press had desired to present to the public a truthful
account and a fair representation of the “ITamburgh horror,” why did
their accommodating reporters seek for publication the statements of
such worthies as ¢ Dock” Adamy, Prince Rivers, Garduer, and other
negroes of that ilk, and avoid sources of information which could have
thrown light at least upon the subject of inquiry.

Why should these champions of radical outlaws, these bolsterers of
the waning fortunes of one of the most infamous, imbecile governments
that the w orld has ever known, so “swiftly denounce” the white men
engaged in the merited chastisement of this body of armed outlaws,
bandits, and robbers, as “fiends,” “cowards,” &e., and have not one word
of condemnation for the outlaw s, bandits, and robbers themselves? Why
have the editors and reporters lashed themselves into spasms of horror
and shame and mortification at the death of a few of these armed out
laws, and find in theirhiearts not a feeling of regret or sorrow at the
death or that splendid, fearless, and honorable young man, McKie Mer:
riweather, who was murdered in cold blood by these same outlaws?
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can point ont just twenty misstatements of facts in the “report,” which
could havo been easily avoided it the doughty attorney-general had taken
the trouble to arrive at the truth. Ashe recommends a judicial investi-
gation—and sundry threats of arrests have been made by certain val-
iant knights of the quill, who I presume will volunteer to play constable
for that purpose—I will reserve my exposnre of these falsehoods for that
interesting occasion,

Upon the heads of those eharged with the exccution of the laws rests
the responsibility for this collision, If it is true that Governor Scott
placed these arms and this ammunition in the hands of these ignorant
people, it was a crime against them and the white people that he did so.
It was a erime in Governor Moses to have allowed them to remain in
their hands ; and it was more than a crime in Governor Chamberlain,
in the light of his experience upon that subject. It was a cruel and
inexcusable wrong, an unpardonable sin against the peace of the country
and the lives of the people, that he should have allowed these guns and
ammunition to remain in their hands. ~

The jurisdiction and powers of' a trial-justice are large, and the ro-
sponsibility proportionally increased at an importaunt pointon our border,
like Hamburgh; and a man of the greatest discretion, fidelity, and firm-
ness could and should have been procured to fill the office; but instead
of that, this maun Prince Rivers, wholly unfit for so important a station,
is the- only acting trial-justice in Hamburgh, and I believe the next
nearest in Aiken County is about twelve miles distant.

Now, it there had been a trial-justice accessible who would have given
Mr. Robert Butler justice, when, like a law-abiding man, as he is, he
appealed to him to protect members of his family against this so-called
militia, this * horror” would never have been c¢hronicled.

Not only does he not aftord him protection, but the ruflianly constable
of this trial-justice, one Bill Nelson, a copper-colored negro, insults me
as his attorney when I approached him in a perfectly respectful manner
to inquire about the whereabouts of the trial-justice, in order to begin
the investigation. I was, morcover, baflled and trifled with for hours
by this trial-justice and his negro associates until this armed company
of outlaws had time to concentrate in their armory, where they could
sueeessfully maintain their attitude of armed insurrection, armed with
guns which this same Prince Rivers admitted in my presence had been
taken from him by these negroes without authority.

The town had a negro intendant, negro aldermen, negro marshals,
It was alimost a terror to every white man whose business required him
to pass through it, They had harbored thieves and criminals from
every direction. They had arrested and fined some of the best and
most peaceable eitizens for the most trivial oftenses against their ordi-
nances—some for drinking out of a spring adjacent to the highway.
One young man was fired upon, the ball passing through his hat, arrested,
dragged to prison and heavily fined, because his horse shied on the
edge of a sidewalk,  An old man was arrested, insulted, and fined be-
cause his horse turned on the sidewalk as he was in the act of mount-
ing. . Market-wagons, camping within five or six miles of the town,
have been robbed night atter night ; cattle had been stolen and run into
this place and sold.  Stolen goods have been systematically received
here, the parties knowing them to be stolen.  Ifor nights previous to
the collision, unoffending white citizens were halted by the pickets of
these militiamen, armed with State gunsand stationed on the highways.
In one instance, five or six of’ them had scraped their bayonets on the
palings of a gentleman, and upon his remonstrances eursed and abused
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him in the hearing of his wife and some visiting ladies. The names of
all these persons can be given,

Why did this attorney-general and the “swift denouncing” news.
papers not put themselves to some trouble o ascertain the provocations
on both sides. This was not a company of State militia, but a band of
negroes organized contrary to law, or without authority of law, who
had taken the State property without authority. That ¢ Company A,
Ninth Regiment National Guard of the State of South Carolina,” had
been disbanded for several years, and that this band had usurped their
organization without authority; that they had not only unlawfull
and riotously obstructed the public highways, but had broken up a civil
court, defied its processes, and resisted its mandates, and insulted its
officers, and riotously threatened the lives of peaceable citizens,

Why do they not publish the fact that a certain white man who lives
in that town of Hamburgh, and publishes a radical paper in Columbia
for circulation in Georgia, was seen on the train going toward Columbia
on Thursday evening previous, and returning, as is strongly suspected,
with ammunition for these negroes?

Why have they not reported that this same man said to the negroes,
after the altercation on the streets on the Ifourth of July between this
so-called militia company and young Butler and Getzen, that ¢ they (the
negroes) ought to have shot Getzen to death, and beat Butler’s brains
out with the butts of their guns,” and that he incontinently fled like a
mischievous cur, when the storm which he had brewed burst upon the
offending negroes.

Why have they not reported all of these provocations I cannot con.
ceive, except upon the hypothesis that they are paid to lie and to slan.
der and misrepresent the avhite people of this State for political effect,

They say that the demand was made upon the negroes for the arms
without authority or justification, Why had not any citizen or number
of citizens the right to demand them?

Prince River, a brigadier or major general of militia, had said pub-
licly that they were taken from him without authority., The negroes
had assembled riotously ; werein a state of armed resistance to the laws,
and any citizen or mumber of citizens had the right to disperse the
rioters and suppress the riot, and to use just so much foree as was neces-
sary to accomplish it, and if every negro engaged in the riot had been
killed in the suppression, it would have been excusable, it not justifiable,

The tribunal of the written law had been applied to, and ignomini-
ously failed. Delay would have been fatal to the safety of the lives,
families, and property of the unoffending, peaceable citizens. Prompt,
short, sharp, and decisive action was necessary, under the dictates of
that unwritten, inalienable law known as self-preservation, the first of
all laws, Some there may have been who were glad of an opportunity
to punish those who had accumulated wrongs, insults, and outrages
upon them such as I have enumerated. I can sympathize with them,
if I cannot approve such a means’of vindication.

I have upon a previous occasion explained how and why I was in
Hamburgh, I did nothing there which 1 regret, or for which I have any
apologies to make, and would do again just what I then did.

I might have avoided the storm by fleeing from it.  But I conceived
that T had certain duties to perform, and I was not brought up in that
school which allows any man to desert his friends and clients when they
arc in danger and their families and property in jeopardy., I am in
different to the opinion of those howling hypocrites, and ask no favors
at their hands, and shall grant none. Their threats of United States
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soldiers have no terrors for me or the people of Edgefield. We have
had these soldiers with us and have no objection to their coming again,
We have found the officers gentlemen as a general thing, and the men
orderly and law-abiding, and they will do no more than execute their
orders and enforce the laws,”

I invite a judicial investigation, and am prepared to submit to the
arbitrament of the law, and such is the feeling, as far as I have been
able to learn, of every white man who is in any degree connected with
the affair. The white men of this country have some rights which the
negroes are bound to respect. They have no ather feeling for them than
kindness and pity, Kindness for their loyalty to our families during
the war, and pity that they will permit themselves to be made the tools
of bad, mischievous, designing white men and mulattoes. So long as
they obey the laws, every honorable man of the country will feel bound
to protect and encourage them in happiness and prosperity.

Very respectfully, yours, »
M. O. BUTLER.

No 8.

STATE OF SoUTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE CHUAMBER,
Columbia, July 13, 1876.
Hon. T. J. ROBERTSON, .
United States Senator, Washington, D. C.:

DeARr Sir: Your request for a statement from me of the recent bloody
affaic at Hamburgh, in this State, was duly received. I have waited
before replying until official reports and statements should be received.
There are now before me the official reports of the attorney-general
and the adjutant and inspector general, the testimony taken at the
coroner’s inquest, and-the written statements of several other persons
who were present and witnessed the whole or parts of the affair, I will
present to you, as briefly as possible, the leading facts as they appear
from the evidénces to which I have referred. On the 4th of July instant
a company of the State militia (colored) were marching along one of the
streets of Hamburgh, The street was over one hundred feet wide, and
the company was marching in columns of fours, While so marching,
they were met by two young white men in a buggy, who insisted on
keeping their course in the street without regard to the movements of
-the militia, and drove against the head eof the column, which thereupon
halted. Some parleying took place, which resulted in the company
vielding, opening their ranks, and allowing the young men to proceed
on their course. On the following day the young men referred to took
out warrants of arrest against some of the ofticers of the militia com-
prny, who were brought before a trial-justice for trial.

The trial was afterward adjourned till 4 p. m. Saturday, the Sth
instant, Before that hour arrived on Saturday, many white citizens
from the country around ITamburgh began to gather in the town, avmed
with guns and pistols. The militia company in the mean while had
assembled at their armory in the village, and at the hour set for trial
the defendants did not appear. At this point it has been stated in dis-
patches and newspapers that the militia-officers having defied the
authority of the trial-justice, the citizens were called on to assist the
trial-justice by ncting as his posse.
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Nothing of the Kind in fact occurred. The militia failed to appear
because of their fear of injury at the hands of the armed white men
and the trialjustice, after formally calling them, took no further steps
to cause their presence in his court, on account of the excitement ang
the evidences of an impending conflict. While affairs were in thig
condition, there being, according to all accounts, from two to three hun.
dred armed white men from the surrounding country in-the town, a
demand was made by the whites for the surrender to them of the armg
of the militia. Anhour or two passed in negotiations concerning this
demand, the whites informing the militia company that it the arms werg
not given up in a short time, most of the witnesses say in a_ half-hour,
the whites would open fire on the militia,  The militia refused to deliver
up their arms, saying that the demaud was wholly unwarranted and
illegal, and that they had reason to - fear for their lives if they gave up
their arms. A brisk fire was then opened by the whites upon the build.
ing in which the militia was assembled, and soon after one ot theattacking
party was killed by a shot from the militia in the building. A piece of
artillery was thereupon brought across the bridge from Augusta, loaded
with canister, and fired several times at the building in which were the
militia, ‘

This had the eftect to cause the militia to endeavor to make their es-
cape from the rear of the building. The town-marshal ol Hamburgh, a
colored man, who was leaving the building, was instantly shot by the
attacking party. . .

While thus endeavoring to escape from the building twenty or twenty-
five of the militia were captured by the attacking party and kept under
guard for several hours. TFinally, about 2 o’clock on the morning of
the 9th July, (Sunday,) after consultation among their captors, and with
complete apparent deliberation, five of the captured militia men were
called out, onc by one, and shot to death in the presence of a large
body of their captors. The rest of the captured party were either
turned loose or broke loose and ran, They were firedupon as they ran
and three of them severely wounded, one of them probably mortally,

Attorney-General Stone thus suceinetly veports this part of the affair,

“ Six men took A. T, Attaway ount of the ‘ring) Ie and his mother
begged for his life; but in vain. He was told to turn around and was
shot to death by the crowd. David Phillips was next taken out and
was similarly killed, Pompey Curry was next called out. He recog-
nized among the by-standers Henry Getzen and Dr. Pierce Butler and
called on them to keep the other men from killing him. He ran and
was shot as he ran, one bullet striking him in the leg below the knee,
Afterward Albert Meyniart, Moses Parks, and Hampton Stevens were
killed, Stevens did not belong to the company.” .

The attorney-general, who has personally visited Hamburgh, thus
concludes his official report to me:

“Making due allowance for errors in minor details, the facts show
that the demand on the militia to give up their arms was made by per
sons without lawf{ul authority to ¢nforce such demand, or to receive the
arms had they been surrendered ; that the attack on the militia to com-

_pel a compliance with this demand was without justification or excuse,

and that after there had been some twenty or twenty-five prisoners
captured and completely in the power of their captors, and without
means of making further resistance, five of them were deliberately shot
to death, and three more severely wounded.”

Such was the aftair at*IIamburgh. It you can find words to charae:
terize its atrocity and barbavism, the triviality of the causes, the mur
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derous and inhuman spirit which marked it in all its stages, your power
of language exceeds mine,

It presents a darker picture of human cruelty than the slaughter of
Custer and his soldiers, for they were shot in open battle.

The victims at Hamburgh were murdered in cold blood after they
had surrendered and were utterly defenseless, No occasion existed for
causing the presence of a single armed citizen in Hamburgh on the day
of the massacre., No violence was oftered or threatened to any one. It
is indeed said, as usual, that *the niggers were impudent,” but the
evidence shows that all the actual physicial aggression was on the part
of the whites; that they made a demand which they had no right to
make, and that when that demand was refused, as it should have been,
they proceeded to enforce it by arms, and crowned their succeess in en-
forcing their demands by brutal murders.

Shame and disgust must fill the breast of every man who respects his
race or hwman_ nature, as he reads this tale. To me, in my ofticial
capacity, wherein, as you will testify, I have done my utmost, at no lit-
tle risk of personal and political detraction from my political {riends, to
remove abuses and restore good government and harmony to our peo-
ple, the oceurrence of such an appalling example of human passion and
depravity comes as a deep mortification and discouragement.

What hope can we have when such a cruel and blood-thirsty spirit
waits in our midst for its hour of gratification ? Is our civilization so
shallow ?  Is our race so wantonly cruel ?

Such acts call for condemnation and punishment; for condemnation
as a bloody blot on the record of your race and mine ; as a cruel aftront
to a race whose long-suffering patience and torbearance challenges the
admiration and gratitude of the world ; as a shameful dishonor to the
name of South Carolina ; for punishment as a violation of the laws of
the State, and a wanton blow at the peace and happiness of our State.

Lam glad to testify to the horror which this event has excited among
many here who have not been wont to lheartily condemn many of the
past bloody occurrences at the South, Nothing, however, short of con-
dign and ample punishment can discharge the obligation of society and
onr State toward the authors of such a causeless and cruel massacre,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
D. H. CHAMBERLAIN,
Governor of South Carolina.

No. 9.

Adn appeal to the nation by the colored citizens of Charleston— Resolutions
of indignation on the Hamburgh wmassacre, July 8, 1876,

To the better class of citizens of South Carolina, to this great nation,
and to the civilized people of the earth: We, the colored citizens of
Charleston, in behalf of our fellow-sufferers in the upper country of this
State, who have bLeen sufferers at the hands of a class of cutlaws and
semi-barbarians who, ever since the war, have practiced wrong and out-
rage upon the helpless, unoffending colored people becausc of their
emancipation by the war, which the Southern people themselves waged
against the constituted authority of the United States for the mainten-
ance of African slavery in this nation; we, the colored-people, since
emancipation, have sought to improve upon all the advantages guaran-
tecd to us by the new circumstances which surround us. We have
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sought to make ourselves worthy of the blessings flowing to us by free.
dom and the privileges of citizens, Recognizing the genius of thig
Government to clothe every freeman with full powers and privileges,
we have felt that all the rights of manhood were ours in common
with all other nationalities who make up this great nation. We
feel that the Constitution and laws of this country confer full and
equal rights, privileges, powers, and immunities, and that the fact
that our race have been in slavery in this nation does not debar
every one now under the emancipation acts and reconstruction laws of
Congress, and the general acknowledgment of general freedom to all the
inhabitants of this nation, full enjoyment of all the privileges of citizens,
We recognize as guaranteed to every colored man, woman, and child
the enjoyment of the same security in law, and protection of life and
property, as are secured to the white race; thus, we cannot see why
there should be any discrimination in law or equity between them ag
Americans.

Recognizing these facts as above, we fail to understand why we
should be subjected to the perpetual and unwarranted persecutions
which are constantly forced upon us. We, in our new relations to this
nation and people, have sought to improve our condition by industry,
honesty, and the education of our children. We have contributed our
part to the growth and general prosperity of our State; we have been
peaceable and law-abiding citizens; we have been the producérs of the
great productions in this State; we are contributing daily to the growth
and wealth ot this State by our industry., The late unwarrantable
slaughter of our brethren at Hamburgh, by the order of General M. C. But-
ler, of Edgefield County, was an unmitigated and foul murder, premedi.
tated and predetermined, and a sought-for opportunity, by a band of law-
less men in that county, known as regulators, who are the enemies of the
colored race in that county, composed of ex-confederate soldiers, banded
together for the purpose of intimidating the colored laborers and votersat
elections, and keeping the ‘““negroes in their place,” as they say. Thissame
band of brigands and murderers have kept the colored people of ldgefield
County in a state of terror ever since the war; the trouble with the
Edgefield militia last year, and the murder of the hundreds of colorsed
people in that county; the burning of eolored women and children within
the last year in that county by this same band, and the shooting of the six
colored men falsely charged with the murder of two white persons, in
that county, are all traceable to this same band of regulators, of
whom General M. C. Butler is the acknowledged head and comman.
der. All the difficuities in that county and the adjoining counties
are instigated and led on by these same men. There is no law
or justice in that county; the officers of the law are threatened if they
attempt to execute justice upon any of these lawless men, and in all the
murders committed not a man has been tried or convicted in that county,

“because this band of regulators override all law except that of violence.
No man’s life is safe who does not bow to their wishes; the lives of every
republican leader in that county are now threatened, and General M. G
Butler has already announced in a public speech in Edgefield that siz
of the leading and influential republieans in that county shall either leave
the county or be murdered, These men have sworn to-carry these upper
counties this election, and this unarming of the colored militia is-the pre-
cursor of their work of blood and murder which they propose to inaugu-
rate this fall, in order to carry the election. We caunot contemplate
this state of affairs without feelings of horror at its existence. Were
we brought face to face with men of honor, with men who could and
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would observe the rules of honorable warfare, we could feel some de-
of satisfaction in knowing that we had honorable foemen to contend

with; but when midnight riders, and ungovernable and unprincipled

murderers rush from behind bushes and by-paths and shoot unarmed -
men, and burn the houses over the heads of unoffending women and children,
as has been done in Idgefield, and plunder the homes of men whom

they have just slain and chopped their flesh into mince-meat, and exhib-
ited it to the by-standers, and taunting the children of the murdered with

offers of their parents’ flesh to eat, as was done on the 8th of July in

Hamburgh by South Carolinians, thore is no language in the English
vocabulary suffigiently strong to characterize such a people and such

conduct. If we had committed any outrage against these men, if we
had wronged them in any way, there was law and power sufficient to

punish any one, and the officers ot the law are always ready to punish

the violations when colored men are in the case; it has never failed to
ponish in such cases. Our brethren lately murdered at Hamburgh had

done no wrong against the white men of lidgefield, of Aiken Qounty, or

of Georgia, They were celebrating the national birthday on the 4th of
July in & quiet and peaceable manuer; they were not obstructing the
highway, as alleged by Mr, Butler and Getzen, who were in a buggy
going to Iidgefield. The militia company was drawn up on a road, not
directly in the line of travel by these two white men, but these men,
being of the regulators, sought this opportunity as a pretext to raise a
difficulty with the colored militia, whom they halted because they were

negroes, They attempted todrive through theirlines,and were prevented
by Doc. Adams, the captain of the company, and for this offense to two
white men, General M. C. Butler leads two hundred of his regulators

from Edgefield to Hamburgh, twenty or more miles, on horses, on the
following Saturday, while the company in Augusta are notitied to Dbe
ready by General M. C. Butler. Saturday came, and the results aro
known to the public.

Now, against these outrages wo here, and in the names of human.
ity, in the name of civilization, in the name of outraged law, in the
name of good government and the peace and welfare of this nation,
enter our unqualified condemnation of these crimes and outrages. We
protest against these men and their aiders and abettors, and in the
name of the majesty of law and order we demand that Governor Cham-
berlaiu shall at once invoke all the powers of this State to bring M. C.
Butler and his clan to justice, and that no means or treasure be spared
to punish these criminals. And we invoke the consideration of this
whole nation aud the powers of the IFederal Government to see to it
that the great principles of equal justice before the law, and equal pro-
tection under this Government, be maintained throughout this nation,
so that safety to life and property, and the right to vote as conscience
shall dictate, to every citizen, shall be forever secured to all throughout
this broad land.

We tell you that it will noo do to go too far in this thing. Remem-
ber that there are 80,000 black men in this State who can bear Win.
chester rifles and know how to use them, and that there are 200,000
women who can light a torch and use the knife, and that there are
100,000 boys and girls who have not known the lash ot a white master,
who have tasted freedom once and forever, and that there is a deep
determination never, so help them God, to submit to be shot down by
lawless regulators for no crimes committed against society and law,
There is & point at which forbearance ceases to he a virtue; cowards
driven to desperation often destroy those who corner them. The negro



44 SLAUGHTER OF AMERICAN CITIZENS AT HAMBURGH, S. C.

in this country will not always be docile—he will not always be restrained
by his law-abiding character—the rising generation are as brave and
daring as are white men ; already that spirit is taking deep root in the
minds of thousands who have nothing to lose in the contest, and who
would rejoice in an opportunity to sacrifice their lives for their liberty,

At a meeting of several of our ¢itizens, held July 10, 1876, it was
resolved that a committee of seventeen be requested to frame certain
resolutions, setting forth the enormity of General M. G, Butler’s course,and
to present the above-mentioned set of resolutions beiore the people of
this (Charleston) county, in mass-meeting assembled, in order that steps
may be taken to bring General M. C. Butler to justice as speedily as
possible,

Tirst, That we hold it the duty of every citizen to see to it that jus.
tice is meted out to all classes, and that any infringement upon, or vio.
lation of, the rights of our people should meet with disapproval angd
indignation, and that such sentiments should openly be made manifest,
that those who violate and infringe the rvights of any of our citizens
should be brought to the bar of justice, no matter how humble that citi.
zen whose rights has been violated.

Secondly. That in view of General M. C. Butler’s outrageous attack upon
civilization and humanity, in the murderons assault at Hamburgh, 8. 0,
and his cool, deliberate murder of many of the inhabitants of the State
without any provocation, after they had surrendered- to his illegal
organization and authority, we meet to express in mass-meeting, as
citizens of Charleston County and inhabitants of the State of South
Carolina, our indignation at such an illegal and high-handed outrage
perpetrated upon the people of the State, and more especially of Ham.
burgh, S. C., demonstrating by our actions that such criminality shall not
go unpunished, and that the instigators and perpetrators of' these out-
rages Le summarily dealt with. Then, be it-—

Resolved, That we, in mass-meeting assembled, do heartily unite in
denouncing General M. C. Butler and his fiendish colleagues ascriminals
before the law of our county, and snbject to its penalties. Iirst. Be-
cause without-any authority General M. C. Batler did gather together a
band of insurgents from South Carolina and Georgia. Secondly. Be
cause General M, C. Butler, a private citizen, having no authority what.
ever, did command the militia ol Hamburgh, 8. G,, to turn in their arws
to him, in conscquence of their failing to give the right of way to
Messrs. Thomas Butler and Henry Getzen, while they, as civilians,
were riding out in their carringe, and that while they, the militia, were
observing a national holiday and parade, namely, the Fourth of Juiy,

Thirdly. That oun the militia failing to comply with his illegal cow.
mands, General M. C. Butler did, without any authority or shadow of
legality, attack the regularly-commissioned and legally-appointed militia-
men, and called in the assistance of Georgia with artillery to compel
the militia of Hamburgh, S, C., to submit to his illegal commands, on the
ground that they, the iilitia-men, were not necessary in Hamburgh,
S, C.

Tourthly, That, in pursuing the course marked out by himself, General
M. C. Butlers insurgents did, at his commands, shoot and kill several of
the citizens o’ 1lamburgh, S. C., who were members of the militia, and
that even after they had surrendered, General M. C. Butler's vindictive-
ness still held out, and indneed him to shoot and kill the prisoners in
cold blood, namely, James Cook, A. T, Attaway, Albert Merrit, Moses
Parker, Dave Phillips, and ITamilton Steven, thereby invoking condem-
nation from all law.abiding citizens, and placing himself and his con-
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federates within the power of the laws of our county. Therefore, be it
finally— . . :

Resolved, That although many miles from the scene of action, we do
mnite in mass-meeting to express our just indignation, and that we do
show, heartily, approval of these resolutions by petitioning his excel-
lency Governor D. H, Chamberlain to pursue and punish General M. C.
Butler and his coadjutors in this outrage upon the lives and persons of
our citizens, recognizing the fact that unless crime is punished the
lives and property of our people are not safe ; and, also, to pray that
General M. O. Butler’s eareer be examined, and then it will be found that
this crowning outrage is only one of his many aets of atrocity, and that
the subjoined facts will substantiate the above resolutions.

Whereas we, the colored citizens of Charleston County, relying upon
the majesty of the law and the impartial justice of the government,
bave hitherto endured the oft-repeated butchery of our inoffensive bretl -
ren in various parts of the State by our white fellow-citizens, who pre-
sume upon our peaceable disposition and law-abiding character to seize
upon every trivial pretext to wreak their politieal hate upon us; and

Whereas we have exercised becoming fortibude and patience i expec-
tation of government interference by and legal redress through those
whom our suflrages have placed in authority, and whose constitutional
duties it is to see that the laws be executed in merey, yet we have been
so often grievously disappointed that our hopes are blasted ; for while col-
ored menare for every crime (and many fancied ones) punished in the far-
thest extent of the law, the white, after the commission of the most
bratish crimes against us which is known to the laws of the land, invari-
ably escapes with impunity; and ,

Whereas these erimes being unworthy of barbarous heathens, much
less w people Dboasting of their advanced civilization, we are not only
pained but stung to indignation, and in view of the brutal murder of a
number ot our people in “ massacre of ITamburgh, S. C.,” by the whites of
South Carolina and Georgia, we are goaded to exasperation, for our
wonted forbearance now ceases to be a virtue, and self-preservation de-
mands that, while calling upoun the proper authorities for redress of
these grievances and a reform of existing abuses, a vigorous and an im-
partial execution of the law, we must immediately take counsel for de-
fense: Theretore,

Be it resolved, That the massacre of colored citizens at Hamburgh, S,
C,, isunworthy of any civilized community, and deserves the censure and
condemnation of the civilized world, and that we entertain the deepest
sympathy for the grief-stricken families of those victims of .hate, and
will do all in our power for the relief of the widows and orphans, as well
as for those who have been despoiled of their household goods.

Resolved, That we are satisfied that the demands of justice require
that as swilt an arrest, trial, convietion and punishment be visited on
General M. C. Butler as are always visited on colored criminals, and that
condign punishment be inflicted on each of his guilty accessaries.

Resolved, That we call upon his excellency the governor of South Car-
olina to see that the laws of the land be faithfully executed upon all
perpetrators of the bloody deed at Hamburgh ; and be it further

Resolved, That in case this one legal demand be not granted, and the
Drotection of our lives, liberty, and property be not to our satisfaction
guaranteed and sceured in the fulure by the State government, then
selt-preservation, predicated upon the barbarous attitude assumed and
being maintained by the whites, warns the colored citizens to peaceably
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assemble and petition the national Government through legal channg]
¢ for redress of grievances.”

First. That during the careerof General M. C. Butler he has always beep
an incendiary and a stirrer-up of strife between the two classes in South
Carolina; that whenever General M. C. Butler took the stump he wag
always incendiary in his language; that even in this city (Charleston,
8. C.) he bared his breast to republican bullets, knowing that assassing
were only found on his own side of the house, his object being to inflame
the minds of his democratic hearers and cause them to emulate his ex.
amples of fiendish acts.

Also that in the year 1870, in August, General M. C. Butler, then
a candidate for lieutenant-governor of' the State of South Oarolina, did
influence men, who would listen to his voice and obey his teachings, to
intimidate many colored voters in Edgefleld County and surroundings,
and that during that campaign many voters, of whom some were white,
were whipped for voting the republican ticket; and that General M, G,
Butler, by his doctrines and incendiary harangues, that took -effect
upon the minds of the white citizens of his county, so inflamed and
aroused their sleeping hate that they visited many punishments upon
the colored citizens of Iidgefield and surroundings, thus proving that,
no matter how loud and how deep may be General M. C. Butler’s pro.
testation of innocence, the public press points to him as the engineer
and prime mover of the outrages of 1870. Next, that in the Ku-Klux
trials General M. C. Butler was mentioned, and although no definite
conclusion was arrived at, yet enough was squeezed out to define General
Butler as one of the actors in this great tragedy, in which many hup-
dreds of homes were made desolate, many lives lost, and a reign of ter.
ror instituted in this our State, and &hat in this the finger of condenm.
nation pointed to General M. G, Butler as one of the main pillars of the
Ku-Klux fabrie in South Carolina. Further, that in the year in which
so much riotous proceedings were purported to be going on in Iidgefield,
General M. C. Butler was prime mover, and that even after the militia
of Edgefield had been deprived of the opportunity ot defending them.
selves against the fiendish and unscrupulous whites, by the taking away
of their arms, General M. C. Butler still pursued, through his agents,
Jack Tennent and his friends, and compelled them to abandon their
homes, and in swamps and morasses seek that safety that could not be
found at their respective homes, and that through exposure and ailment,
brought on by their being compelled to leave their homes, Tennent and
some others ultimately died ; yet their sickness and the causes of their
sickness dated back to their exposure, when General Butler so inflamed
the minds ot his white satellites that the above-mentioned reign of terror
was instituted; and that, while General M. C. Butler pleads innocent,
and promises to bring the guilty parties to justice, in connection with
the late Hamburgh -mmassacre, he, General M. C. Butler, is really the
guilty party, and should be the first criminal brought to justice ; and
that in cold blood (he being the arch fiend in command of his gallant
legion) could murder our citizeus, so should he in turn be treated. And
in testimony to prove that the butchery was premeditated, Trial-Justice
Rivers’s affidavit is all-sufficient; and to prove that General Butler did
not want an amicable settlement, but, on the contrary, an issue at arms,
when Trial-Justice Rivers, in the capacity of brigadier-general, offered
to box the arms of the militia and send them to Governor Chamberlain,
who, by virtue of his office as governor, commands the militia of the
State, he, General Butlér, refused, knowing that General Rivers could
not deliver the State arms to him as he demanded, and nothing but an



SLAUGHTER OF AMERICAN CITIZENS AT HAMBURGH, 8. C. 47

issue of arms could be brought into play to settle the difficulty, There-
fore, by examining the accounts headed ¢ Negro outrages in Kdgefield,”
General Butler would be found as the instigator of every outrage, or
that by his orders his word has been obeyed, and that these onslaughts
have almost always occurred just previous to an election in the State,
showing conclusively that General M. O. Butler only intended, by his
brutish conduct, to do what he has said to be necessary, namely, that of
thinning out the negro vote in this State,

The committee is as follows : Messrs., W, H, Thompson, W. J. Brodie,

aron Logan, M, R. Delany, Richard Nesbit, J. H, Hill, F. J. Pew, G.
E. Jobnson, Wm. Richardson, James Green, T. Aiken, Minus Pinckney,
J. J. Lesesne, A. I, Farrar, Adam Findly. , '

Rev. R, H, CAIN,

Chairman,
J. L. GRAVES,
Secretary,

No. 10.

Coruxmia, 8. C,, July 21, 1876,
To the people of the United States of America :

The undersigned, in the name of the colored citizens of South Caro-
lina and in their own names, do most respectfully submit to their fellow-
citizens of the United States the following statement of facts relating to
their condition as citizens of the United States, and more especially in
connection with the recent massacre of peaceable and law-abiding citi-
zens of the State, at Hamburgh, on the 8th day of July, instant, and do
most earnestly invite attention to and consideration of the matters
therein contained,

In view of the many gross misrepresentations of the origin and cause
of the outrage and the circumstances connected with its perpetration,
we deem it to be highly essential to truth and to justice, and eminently
due as well to the memories of those who were murdered by the par-
ticipants in that massacre asto the characters of their surviving associ-
ates, that a calm, dispassionate, and truthful exposition of that terrible
affair should be presented for the information and consideration of the
American people. ’

We would call attention to the fact that, in obedience to the require-
ments of the constitution of South Carolina, an act providing for the
enrollment of the male citizens of the State, of certain ages, who were
by the terms of said act made subject to the performance of militia
duty, was passed by the general assembly and approved by the governor
on the 16th day of March, 1869, and that, by virtue of said act, colored
citizens of the State were duly enrolled as a part of its military force,

By the further provisions of the said act, the adjutant-general of the
State, under the direction of the commander-in-chief, organizecd the
militia of the State into regiments, brigades, and divisions, under the
name of the “ National Guard of the State of South Carolina,” as de-
nominated and styled in said act—said ‘“national guard ” being a vol-
unteer force, :

That the white citizens of the State, with but very few exceptions,
failed, neglected, and refused to become a part of said force, the con-
sequence being that the active militia of the State became composed
almost exclusively of colored citizens,
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That the county of Edgefield, of which the towan of Hamburgh was thep
a part, constituted one of the military districts of the State under the
apportionment and allotment made by the adjutant-general, one regi.
ment, known and numbered as the Ninth Regiment of Intantry, being
allotted to said district, with one T, A, Belanger as colonel and P, R,
Rivers as lieutelmnbcolonel thereof,

That one of the companies comprising said regiment was organized in
and allotted to the town of Hamburgh, one John Williams being elected
captain of said company by the members thereof.

That afterward P, I, Rivers was promoted to the rank of brigade
commander, and more recently to the rank of major-general of division;
that soon thereafter a new regiment was formed, and was numbered and
designated as the Eighteenth Regiment of the Nutional Guard, and that
Jehn Williams was commissioned as colonel, and assigned to the com.
mand of the sawme, and that the company at Hamburgh was about the
same time detached from the Ninth and attached to the Eighteenth
Regiment, and was lettered and designated as Company A.

That some-time prior to the transfer of the Hamburgh company from
the Ninth to the ldighteenth Regiment, its ranks, from various causes,
became depleted, and 4he company ceased to be active in its drills and

“musters, although it was still borne upon the roster of the adjutant.

general’s dep: wtment as a part of the former regiment, and never fora
single moment ceased to be regarded as a portlou of the national guard
of the State.

That during this time the arms and equipments of said company were
collected and stored away under the charge of P. R. Rivers, the then
brigade commander, resident at H'unburgh. Soon after the assignment
of John Williams to the command of the Eighteenth Regiment and the
attachment of the company thereto, General Rivers transferred the
said arms to Col. John Williams, who is, by the rules and regula.
tions as well as the acts of the general assembly providing for the
organization and government-of the militia of the State, respon
sible and accountable for all the ordnance and ordnance-stores of his
regiment, he being required to receipt to the adjutant-general for_the
same, and to make reports touching their condition, &e., from time to
time.

That recently the members of the company whose names remained
on the company-roll met together and re-organized, elected Doe. Adams
captain, Lewis Cartledge as first lieutenant, and A. T, Attaway as sec
ond lieutenant, and recruited its ranks to the requisite number of men,
as required by the rules and regulations.

That thereupon their commanding oflicer, John \Vlllmms, re-issued
to said company its arms aml equipments,

That the said company is not only a part of the legally- constituted
militia of the State, but is an incorporated body, having been duly
chartered by an act of the general assembly, approved March 12, 187,

The above statement of the history of the militia company at H'\m
burgh, from the time of its first organization down to the date of the
riot and massacre, is a truthful exhibit, based upon official and other
data, and we assert most positively tlmt its correctness caunot be sue
cessfully challenged.

It has been stated by some of those connected with the rioters that
one of the causes which led to the demand for the surrender of the arms
of the company, and the enforcenient of such demand by the bombard-
ment of their drill-room, was the alleged declaration of P. R. Rivers
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“that the company did not receive their arms and equipments from him,
and that they were unlawfully in possession of them.”

So much of this declaration attributed to Genera! Rivers as refers to
the company’s “unlawful possession” of the arms has been most posi-
tively denied by him in a sworn statement.

Even waiving the sworn and positive denial of General Rivers, still,
by a careful perusal of” the above statement, it will be seen that while it
is true that the company, as constituted at the date of the riot and mas-
sacre, did not receive their arms and equipments from P, R. Rivers, it is
equally true that they were in legal possession of said arms, and that it
was neither the duty nor the right of P. R. Rivers to have custody of
them nor to issue them, John Williams alone being properly authorized
and legally required to make the distribution,

We would next call attention to the fact that on Tuesday, the 4th day
of July last, the militia company at Hamburgh assembled for muster and
drill, and while so engaged paraded through one of the least-frequented
streets of said town.

That said street is, by actual measurement, of the width of 148 feet,
and that while so parading they were interrupted by a horse and buggy’
being driven into their ranks by one Thomas Butler and one Heury
Getzen, white citizens, who resided about two miles from said town.

That at the time of this interference the said company was marching
in column of fours with their ¢ arms at will” in the middle of said street,
oceupying a space covering a width of less than eight feet, and leaving
on each side thereof a width of seventy feet unoccupied.

That upon being thus interrupted, Doc. Adams, captain of the com-
pany, commanded a halt, and stepping to the head of the column, ad-
dressed one of the occupants of the buggy in the following manner: ¢ Mr,
(fetzen, I did not think that you would treat me in this way; I would
not so act toward you.” To this an angry reply was made, and after a
few further remarks on each side, Adams ordered the company to divide,
suffered the buggy to be driven through their ranks, and this being
done, the company was marched to the drill-voom and dismissed.

That on Wednesday, the 5th instant, Robert J. Butler, father of
Thomas Butler, and tather-in-law of Henry Getzen, appeared before P.
R. Rivers, one of the trial-justices of the State, and made cowplaint that
the militia company had on the previous day obstructed one of the pub-
lic streets of the town of Hamburgh and had hindered and prevented his
son, Thomas Butler, and his son-in-law, Henry Getzen, from journeying
thereon. _

That upon such complaint being made, P. R. Rivers issued a summons,
the same being in the nature of a civil process, directed to Doc. Adams,
as captain, and his officers, to appear and show cause why they should
not be dealt with as the law directs—the return-day being fixed for the
next day, Thursday, the 6th instant.

That on Thursday, the day named, Adams, together with his lieuten-
ants, appeared to answer, Robert J. Butler, the complainant, being
present, accompanied by several other white men, each heavily armed
with revolvers. On the calling of the case, it was announced to the
court that the defendants were present, and that Henry Sparnick, esq.,
amember of the circuit.bar of the county, had been retained to repre-
sent them., Robert J. Butler, in an angry and excited manner, pro-
tested against such representation, and demanded that the hearing
should be postponed until he could procure counsel from the city ot
Augusta, Ga., to represent his side of the case; whereupon, Adams and
bis lieutenants, after consultation with their attorney, who informed
them that there were no legal grounds upon which the case could be

So EX. 85—'—‘4 !
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decided against them, waived their constitutional right to be represented
by counsel and consented to go to trial.

That thereupon the case was opened and proceeded with for some
time, but owing to some disturbance its progress was arrested, and the
trial-justice adjourned the further hearing to Saturday, the 8th instant,
at 4 o'clock in the afternoon, .

That on Saturday, the day fixed for the further hearing of the case,
between the hours of 2 and 3 o’clock p. m., General M. O. Butler, of
Edgefield, arrived in the town of Hamburgh, soon after which mounted
armed white men began to arrive in squads of ten or fifteen, up to about
half past 5 o'clock, when the number of armed white men in the town
amounted to two or three hundred ; the last arrival up to that time be.
ing that of Col. A, P. Butler, at the head of fifty or seventy-five men,

Immediately after General M. C. Butler’s arrival in the town, he sent for
the attorney who had been engaged to represent the militia officers on
the Thursday preceding. An interview was held, the result of which
was that the attorney was charged with a request from General Butler
to General Rivers and the.officers of the militia company to confer with
General Butler, The attorney left on that mission, and before reaching
the officers he met a gentleman who apprised him of the fact that he
had been requested by the officers of the company to see General Butler
and ascertain what he desired. It was agreed between these two that
the former should acquaint General Rivers with the facts, and remain
at his (Rivers’s) residence until the latter should return from his inter
view with General Butler, This was done. Before the latter returned
the officers of the company had met at General Rivers’s house, and when
the answer from General Butler came it was agreed, upon a free confer.
ence held between General Rivers, the attorney, the officers, and some
of their Triends who were present, that it was expedient and best to ac.
cede to General Butler’s request and hold an interview with him. To
this proposition two of the officers excepted, stating again and again
that they were afraid to do so, because they believed it to be a plot to
effect their assassination. A message was, however, sent to General
Butler to ascertain if he would meet them without the presence of his
armed force. To this he assented ; but before arrangements could be
made to bring about- the interview, a message came from him (Butler)
that the hour fixed for the trial had arrived, and that he was at court,
and requested the presence of the trialjustice, (Rivers.) Rivers pro-
ceeded to his office alone and found General Butler there waiting for
him. Rivers was about- to proceed with the case, when Butler asked
for further time, which was granted. He went off, but never returned
to the court. Butler went from Rivers's office to the council-chamber,
fc{llowed by a crowd of armed men, whose numbers increased as he went
along. ) -

He sent a committee to wait on the officers, requesting them to come
to the council-chamber and see him. The officers again declined to go,
assigning the same reason as they had done before, that they were not
safe in their persons as long as General Butler was surrounded by this
armed band. Another committee passed between General Butler and
the officers, who announced to the officers General Butler’s ultimatum,
that the officers should apologize for what took place on the 4th of July,
and surrender their arms to him, (General Butler.) Upon this the off-
cers asked (eneral -Rivers, who was not only the trial-justice before
whom their cause was pending, but who was also the major-genersl
commanding the division of the militia to which they belonged, if he
(Rivers) demanded the arms of them; to which Rivers replied that he did
not. Thereupon the officers declared their unwillingness to surrender
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their arms to General Butler, because they were responsible and he
(Butler) had no legual right to demand or receive them if surrendered.
Subsequently, a citizen, anxious to prevent what he feared would be a
collision, called on General Butler and asked him what he purposed
doing. His'reply was that he intended to have the arms in a half-hour
or lay the damned town in ashes. Another interview was held, at which
General Butler again repeated his ultimatum, and upon being asked
whether if his terms were complied with he would guarantee protection
to the people of the town, he answered that he did not know; that would
depend altogether upon how they behaved themselves,

Immediately after this General Butler went to Augusta in company
with one Harrison Butler, and returned in about thirty minutes,
Another committee called upon him, to whom he said that both the
officers and the arms must be given up; and on being asked by the com.-
mittee if they could satisfy him by boxing up the arms and sending them-
to Governor Chamberlain, at Columbia, he replied, ‘¢ Damn the gov-
ernor; I am not here to consult him, but am here as Colonel Butler;.
and this won’t stop until after November.,” He was then asked if he
would guarantee that if the arms should be surrendered no one should
‘be hurt, to which he replied ,* I guarantee nothing.”

During the progress of these several interviews armed white men to
the number of between two and three hundred (some riding and some
dismounted) had assembled on the main street. But one armed col-
ored man was seen, and he was the marshal of the town, who habitually
bore arms. Such members of the militia company as were in town and
some of their friends, in all to the number of thirty-eight, had repaired
to the drill-room and there barricaded themselves for protection. About
ten minutes after the last-mentioned interview the white men were
posted around the square upon which the drill-room stood and along
the trestle-work of the Charlotte, (Jolumbia and Augusta Railroad,
which runs obliquely with the south, facing the drill-room, and firing
upon the drill-room was begun by the whites. Up to this time not a
single shot had been fired by either side. The firing upon the drill-
room continued nearly a half hour before a single shot was returned
from it. The occupants of the drill-room then fired occasionally as
opportunity presented itself, while the white men kept up an almost
continuous fire upon the windows of the building for an hour
or more. The occupants of the drill-room heard an order given
to bring over cannon from Augusta, whereupon they evacuated the .
building from the rear and concealed themselves as best they
could in various portions of the yards and out-buildings of the dif-
ferent residences on the square. The cannon, however, was brought
and fired three or four times on the building, those serving it being
upaware that the room had been vacated. When that fact was discov-
ered, a general search by the white armed men through the lots, yards,
-and streets for the members of the militia company was made. In the
course of this, two of them were found and killed ; twenty-seven others
were captured, put under a heavy guard, and after being kept so nearly
two hours, during which time the search for others was continued, pri-
vate houses were broken into and private property carried off or de.
stroyed. A consultation as to the proper disposition to be made of the
prisoners was had ; various suggestions were made in the presence of
the prisoners, and it was finally-agreed that General Butler should be
applied to for instructions. An armed detail left the scene, and after an
absence of a few moments returned, and calling out five of the prison-
ers individually and successively, shot three of them to death and left
oue for dead, The fifth man who was called out succeeded in effecting
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his escape before reaching the place of execution, which was but a few
yards distant from the ring in which all the prisoners were placed, but
received a severe gun-shot wound in the knee. The rest of the prison.
ers were then required to hold up their right hands and swear that they
would never bear arms again against the whites, nor bear testimony
in reference to this transaction before any court. They were then
ordered to march off by twos to the right and set free; but as they
marched off they were fired into indiscriminately by the crowd. In this
flight some of the freed prisoners were wounded. The party then dis.
persed and left the town. When the bodies of the murdered men were
examined at daylight by some of the citizens of the place, it was found
that the tongue of one of them had been cut off, and that another who
had not been killed instantly, but had lived for about three hours after
daylight, had been cut in the hip and a ghastly wound inflicted by what
appeared to have been an ax or a hatchet.

This narration of factsrests upon evidence already taken in a judicial
investigation, ‘

In view of the foregoing detailed statement of the facts and circum
stances immediately connected with the recent disgraceful occurrence,as
well ag the cireumstances which usually attend similar occurrences in our
section of the country,we cannot avoid the irresistible conclusion which i
thereby forced upon our minds, that they have their origin in a settled
and well-defined purpose to influence and control political elections,

While we do most cordially record the gratifying fact that there are
many of our fellow-citizens holding political views opposed to our own
who deprecate with us such inhuman and barbarous deeds, yet the fact
that such outbreaks invariably occur on the eve of elections and in
counties containing republican majorities, and the further fact that they
are usually preceded by threats and menaces from prominent loaders of
the democratic party, similar in tone, temper, and character to the ut.
terance of General M. C. Butler that such lawless and cruel deeds as
the Hamburgh massacre would not stop until November, and are gener-
ally followed either by apologies or by open declarations of approval
from the leading and influential journals of that party, with a few hoo-
orable exceptions, we are driven to believe that the Hamburgh massacre
was not only an assault upon our right to exercise our privilege as a
part of the arms-bearing population ot our country, but a part of ade
liberate plan arranged and determined upon by at least the members of
that party who not only constitute a positive” quantity in its ranks, bat
who contro! its organization.

Grateful to Almighty God and the spirit of liberty and humanity
that animates the great body of the people of the United States for the
personal liberty and citizenship that we enjoy, we have labored and
shall continue to labor for the permanence and perfection of the justi-
tutions that have served as the great instrument of consummating this
act of justice.

We desire to recognize our obligations and responsibilities as citizens
of this country, and to assure our fellow-citizens of every part of the
land that we stand among them imbued with a national spirit, with
confidence in and devotion to the principles of representative popular
government, and with ideas of policy that are broad enough to inclade
every individual and interest of our common country.

We need your aid and sympathy to enable us not only to preserve the
fruits of the great legal measures that were designed to establish and
secure our rights and interests on a common footing with all other oiti-
zens of the nation, but te protect our persons from outrage and our lives
from danger.
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We appeal to you in the name of justice and humanity, in the name
of peace and order, in the name of Christianity and the cause of civil-
ization, to vindicate the honor of tho American name by insisting that
the humblest citizen of this republic shall be made secure in his consti-
tutional guarantee of security for his life, his liberty, and his property.

We earnestly call upon you to utter the voice of the nation’s condem-
pation of such outrages as that which characterized the assassination
of inoffensive and unoffending citizens at Hamburgh,

We do most earnestly invoke you to place upon this wanton and in.
human butchery the indelible stigma of the public abhorrence.

It is not too much to anticipate that you, who have solemnly and ir-
revocably declared that this country is a nation composed of but one
order of citizens, will also insist that security to life and property shall
be equally estended to all, Nor is it too much to anticipate that par--
tiaiity for that just and wise solution of the great. problem of emancipa-
tion and enfranchisement will induce and influence you to support the
Government in its every effort to do away sueh iniquities as the Ham-
burgh massacre.

Since our emancipation we have, as a class, been peaceable and law-
abiding, docile and forbearing ; forbearing to such a degree that in the
presence of stupendous wrongs and gross outrages daily and hourly in-
flicted upon our persons and committed against our property, although
conscious of our rights, we have manifested a spirit of patience and en-
durance unheard of and unknown in the history of the most servile
population. ;

We ask that we be not cruelly goaded on to madness and desperation
by such unholy burdens as are imposed upon us, We ask that, consti-
tuting as we do a large producing class in our State, contributing what
bone and sinew we possess to the development of its industries, we be
not hindered by violence in our endeavors to increase the prosperity and
material wealth of our commonwealth, and in our efforts to advance the
commercial interests of our country. -

We would also appeal to the law-abiding and peace-loving citizens of
our own-State to render all their assistance in the maintenance of peace,
in the preservation of- order, in the cultivation of harmony, in the en-
forcement of the law, and in the vindication of the peace and dignity of
our State. We would remind them that such a course is not only a
matter of duty, but a matter of paramount interest. e would remind
them that violence begets violeuce, that disorder is the parent of disor-
der, and that crime induces crime, If such lawless acts become general
in our State, capital will continue to avoid our borders as though we
were stricken with the deadly plague, our agricultural interests will be
wholly destroyed, our commerce will become sick unto the death, and
our general business become involved in complete bankruptey and utter
rain,

We call upon every order of our fellow-citizens to discountenance a
policy so prolific of evil; a policy 8o ruinous in its tendencies ; a policy
that must surely end in entailing upon our State rapine and bloodshed,
and anarchy and confusion. More especially we call upon the business
men and property-holders of the State to bend their energies toward
the removal of this deadly-nightshade of mob-law and violence, which
hangs over our commonwealth ¢like a portentous cloud, surcharged
with irresistible storm aud ruin,”

_ We would also call upon his excellency the governor of the State to
lovoke every constitutional ageuncy and legal method for the enforce-
went of the laws and the arrest and punishment of those, whoever they
are, that may be shown to have been principals or accessories, or aiders
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and abettors in the recent murders committed at Hamburgh, We (o
most earnestly call upon his excellency to see that the law in this Ham.
burgh outrage, as well ag in all other cases of infraction and violation of
the public peace and general security, be most faithfully executed. Ws
do most respectfully invoke him to assert and maintain the supremacy
of the law, to vindicate the rights of the citizen, to whom protection is
due in return for his duty of allegiance. We respectfully ask that he
shall illustrate the integrity of that maxim of our republic which de.
clares that in the just administration of our Government * there is none
so low as to be beneath the protection of the law, and none so high as
to be beyond the reach of its authority.”

We would likewise appeal to his Excellency the President of the
United States to enforce the constitutional guarantee by affording the
national protection to the citizens of the United States domiciled in
South Carolina, against domestic armed violence, and to aid the chief
executive of this State in all proper efforts on his part to arrest and
bring to punishment the perpetrators of the bloody crime at Hamburgh,

With the steadfast conviction that our cause is just, and with the
eainest hope that we shall receive a fair and impartial hearing, and
with firm reliance upon the justice of the true American heart, asking
only what is fair, performing only what is right, and impelled by the
urgent ‘hecessity of our case, we appeal to the Christian and humane
sentiment of the country to extend toward us moral, and, if need e,
material assistance in our effort to cultivate the ¢ victories of peace”

We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servants
and humble fellow-citizens,

Robt B. Elliott. R. H. Gleaves.
V. B. Nash, : I, L. Cardozo.
J.J. Wright, H. E. Hayne.

3. A, Swails. H. W. Purvis.

R, H. Cain, S.J.Lee, -

S. B. Thompson, A. W, Curtis.

0. 8. Minort. Wmn. Simons,

H. J. Maxwell. + W, A. Hayne.

H. L. Shrewsbury. T, A, Davis.
Lawrence Cain, P. Simkins.

W. H. Jones. Jos. D. Boston,

C. D. Hayne., Wm. Thomas.

W, F. Myers. T. C. Cox.

Geo. C. Clyde. Jas, A, Spencer.
P, W, Jefterson. Gloster H. Holland.
Aaron Logan, W. H, Thompson,
W. H. Birnie, _ W, H, Thotnas.

3. L. Duncan. D. A, Straker.,

J. S. Mobley. .. P, E. Jones.

J. H. White, ' T, McO. Stewart.
E. B. Harris. A. Harris, -
R. O. Clyde. John A, Barre.
‘Walter R. Jones, ‘ C. W, Mossell.

H. N. Boney. Jesse Jones. —
A, W, Simkins. . Wilson Cook.
Frank Carter. Ira W, Rice.
A.T. B. Hunter. Ziion Collins.

J. W, Harrison. Henry Daniels.
R. H. Humbert. ' J. A, Smith,

D. ), Walker. R. M. Harriet,
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No. 11.

OXFORD, Miss., July 15, 1876.

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith the report of the grand
jury lately in session here, together with the evidence on which it is
pased. This evidence, you will see, plainly required the jury to indict
a great many persons for violations of the election-laws; but, out of
eighteen jurors, seven were found who refused to concur in any such
indictment. Ilearn, however, that all but one of the jurors voted for
this report. All but this one professed to belong to the republican
party ; aud some of those who finally voted against the eleven who were
for the indictments were throughout the whole session apparently the
most reliable men we had to sustain the indictments, and the most zeal-
ous in investigating the cases. This was particularly true of the man
who wrote this report, yet he finally went against all prosecutions, though
we had conceived him to be the most earnest, as he had certainly peen
the most active, man among us, in bringing to justice, or at least in
investigating the election cases.

Ican ouly lament the shameful failure of justice which has taken
place, and I have little doubt that it must and will give a most un-
bridled licenso to lawlessness at the next State, if not at the next Ifed-
eral, election. '

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
- THOMAS WALTON,
United States District Attorney.

Hou, ALPHONSO TAFT,
Attorney-General,

No. 12,

_ OxForb, Miss., July 16, 1876.

Sir: I desire to add to the statements of my letter sent you yes-
terday, with the election evidence before our late grand jury, some ex-
planation of how it happened that so many witnesses were summoned
i that class of cases, where no bills were found.

The jury took all the evidence down, and postponed action on any of
these cases until the last two days of their session, alleging that after
hearing all the testimony they would be better able to decide whom it
would be best to indict. The very men who voted against the indict-
ments finally, and whom I found it impossible to bring up to the per-
formance of their duty, were among the most active in prosecuting the
investigations, assuring me all the time that they desired nothing so
much as to bring the offenders to justice, and their party connections
gavo me every reason to believe in their sincerity. Still, I was finally
deceived in them., Some of these men, too, were the very ones to sup-
ply me with the names of witnesses in the largest number to prove the
offenses. One of them, it may be, perhaps, was finally induced to change
because of his son’s being implicated by the evidence. Others, I thought,
were iuduced to vote against the indictment by the fear of exciting
odium at home if they were found. Others, still, I believed, expected
to recommend themselves for election favors at home by gaining the
reputation of having obstructed and paralyzed these prosecutions.

But, after all, I never had a doubt bub that we would succeed in indict-
ing every known violator of law_until the last hours of the session. My
only apprebension had been all the time that they would indict men
against whom I could make out no case, This I strongly advised them
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not to do, but I all the time advised them still more strongly to return
every man they had the evidence against, and this would have covered
hundreds of cases.

On the final vote we failed of carrying the indictments by one vote,
eleven being for them and seveun-against.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
THOMAS WALTON,
Hon. Avrmoxso TAFT,
Attorney-General.

No. 13.

UNITED STATES GRAND-JURY Roo,
NORTHERN DISTRICT oI MISSISSIPPI,
‘ Oxford, July 8, 1876,
To the Hon, R, A, HILL,
Judge, United States Court:

The United States grand jury for the northern district of Mississippi,

at Oxford, June term, 1876, beg leave toreport that they have examined
two hundred and eighty-one witnesses; and found ninety true bills; a
large majority of these bills were for a violation of the revenue-laws,
w Although we have had a protracted session, we have only made a par-
tial and cursory examination of the innumerable cases of violations of
the election-laws that have come to our knowledge. We-regret to re.
port that from the examination had, we must say that the fraud, intim-
idation, and violence perpetrated at the late election is without = paral-
lel in the annals of history, and that time would fail us to take the testi.
mony that could be easily introduced, demonstrating the fact that there
is sufficient grounds for the finding of thousands of indictments against
persons who are grossly guilty of the above-mentioned violations of the
election-laws,

From the facts elicited during this grand inquest, and from our own
knowledge of the reign of terror that was inaugurated during the late
election campaign, we can only recommend to the citizens of Mississippi
to make an earnest appeal to the strong arm of the United States Gov-
ernment to give them that protection that is guaranteed to every Amer-
ican citizen—that is, protection in freedom of speech, in their person and
property, and the right of suffrage.

We do assert that all of these rights were openly violated and tram-
pled in the dust during the late election, and that there is no redress
for these grievances under the present State government, and unless
the United States Government enforces that shield of protection that is
guaranteed Ly the Constitution to every citizen, however humble and
obscure, then may the citizens of Mississippi exclaim farewell to liberty,
farewell to the freedom of the ballot-box. .

In conclusion, we wounld tender our thanks to his honor, Judge R. A.
Hill, for his clear and concise charge made to us on our organization as
a grand jury of inquest; and to the district attorney, Judge T. Wal-
ton, and his able assistant, B, W. Lee, for their able and impartial coun-
sel during our sittings ; and also to Col. J. H, Pierce, marshal, and his
indefatigable deputies, for their promptness in the discharge of their
duties.

Respectfully submitted.

Adopted by the grand jury this 8th day of July, A. D., 1876,

WILLIAM D. FRAZEE, Foreman.
W. H. DODSON, Olerk.
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