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THE
epRFCH OF GERRIT SMITH,
0N THE NEBRASKA BILL,
In the U, S. ITausc of Represgntatives, April G, 1854.

Sy, Mr. CHAIRMAS, the davery question is up again!
even in Congrems! It will pot keep down,
however authoritative, will it keep
United States commands

up again,
At no bidding,
down. The President of the
it to keep down. Indeed, he has, hitherto, scemed to
make the keepinyg down of this question the great end
of his gret office. Members of Congress have so far
tmbled themselves, ns to pledge themselves on this
ﬁnxxr to keep it down. Nationnl political conventions
promise 1o discountenance, and even to resist, the agi-
tation of #lavery, both in and out of Congress, Com-
merce and politics aro as afeaid of this agitation as
Micleth was of the ghost of Biuquo 3 and many titled
disiaes, taking their cue from commerce and politics,
{ heing no less servile than merchants and dema-

ane
gogznes, do what they can to keep the slavery question
out of sight. But all is of no avail. The saucy sla-

sery question will not mind them. To repressit in one
yuarter, i3 only to have it burst forth morc_pron?inellt—
Iy in another quarter. If you hold it back liere, it will
break loase there, and rush forward with nn accumu-
lated force, that shall amply revengo for all its deten-
tion. Awd this is not strange, when we consider how
great is the power of truth. It were madness for man
to hid the grass not to grovw, the waters not to run, the
sindenot to blow. Tt were madness for hini to nssume
the mastery of the elements of the physical world.
But more emphatically were it madness for him to at-
tempt 1o hold in his puny fist the forces of the moral
vorld,  Caninte’s folly, in setting bounds to thesea, was
wisdom iteclf, compared with the so much gredter folly
of attempting to subjugate the moral forces. Now, the
power which is, ever awl anon, throwing up the slave-
r¥ question into our unwilling and affrighted faces, is
trath. The paesion-blinded and the infatuated way not
discern this miglity agent. Nevertheless, Truth lives
and teizns for ever 1 and she will be, continually, toss-
ing up unsettled questions. Wo raust bear in mind,
toa, that every question which has not been disposed of
in conformity with her requirements, and which has
not been laid ta repose on her own blessed bogam, is an
unsettled question,  Hence, slavery is an unsettled
question ; and must continue such, until it shall have
ed for ever from the presence of liberty. Tt must Le
au entirely unsettled question, because, not only is it
not in harmony with truth, but there is not one parti-
cle of truth in it. Slavery is the baldest and biggest
lieon earth. In reducing man to a chattel, it denics
that man is man ; and, in denying that man is man, it
Jenics that Uod is God—Tfor, in His own inmmge made iie
man—the black man and the red man, as well as the
white man,  Distorted ns are our minds by prejuslice,
and shrivelled as are our souls by the spirit of caste,

. this essentinl quality of the varieties of the human fam-

ily may not be apparent to us all.  Were we delivered
from this prejudice and this spirit, much of the dark-
ness which now obscures our vision would be scattered.
In progortion as we obey the truth, are we able to dis-
cern the truth. And if ail that is wrong within us
were made right, not only woull our darkness give
Pace to n clonilless light, but, like the angel of the
Apoaalypse, we should stand in the sun.

But to my argument. [am opposed to the bill for,

orgwizing the Terri‘ovies of Nebraska and Kanens,
which has come to us from the Senate, beeause, in the
first place, it insults calored men, and the Maker of all
men, by limiting suffrnge to white men,  Lam opposed
to it, because, in the second place, it limits guffeage to
persons who have ncquired citizenship. The man who
comes to us from n foreign land, and declares his inten-
tion to make his home among us, and acts in harmony
with such declaration, is well eatitled to vote with us.
He has given one great evidence of possessing an Amer-
fean heart, which our native could not give. For,
whilst onr native beeame an American by the nccident
of birth, the emigrant became one by choeice. For,
whilit our native may be an American, not from any
preference for Americs, the emigrant has proved that
he prefers our country to every other.
. .l:\m oppased to the bill, in the third place, because
Itis 20 drawn as to convey the deceptive idea, (Ido not
ny intentionally deceptive,) that the bill recogniscs
Ehe doctrine of non-intervention. T call it deceptive
Hea; for, in point of fact, the bill does not recoguise
the doctrino of non-intervention, It dictates to the
territorivs thé form of their government, and denies to
():mn'\ the appointing of their principal officers. The
Billis itself, therefore, the most emphatic intervention.
(?ne-hnndredlh as much intervention on the part of the
Feleral Government with a State Government, would
:{ecwdcmnnd as outrageous and intolerable interven-
ion,

But Tmust be frank, and admit that, if the bill did
veally vocognise the doctrine of non-intervention, I
shculd stitl be opposed to it—ay, and for that very vea-
!)n.‘ This whole doctrine of Congressional non-inter-
veation with our territories [ regard as perfoctly ab-
surd.  Congressional intervention with them is an im-
perative and unascidable duty, The reasoning to this
::.l:;: A!Lr:x:lem ﬂn\ll'\rr?sisﬁblo.» Tho people of the United
cponsible or ;: erritory,  Being lh.en-s. they are re-
thas reponsibl S;nndnct and chnmcter.; and, being
wsalutely b;unt‘l’ ey not only h,wa_ the right, but are
te tcni;or- . u' {o go]\;er.n the territory. S.o long as
trignty “;‘r o ‘3\“’5-‘ & eAn no more nhdicate sov-

¥ + than & State con abdiente sovercignty
“et ene of its counties. But the people of the United

3 5
Siates govers through Congress 3 and hence, in respect

lb =hit is the people’s, there must be Congressional in-

oy

B«ren(xon. In the nature of the case, this must be so.
3t the Constitution also shows that it must be £0.

: The Constitution declares the fact of the government of

:ie nation by jiself; and it also recognises the fact of
d‘ goverhment of ‘s State by itself. DBut nowhere
I:‘S ' % much as hint at the government of a territory
r;":‘*lf- On the contrary, it expressly suhjects the
o‘ai;tm;: or government of territories to Congress,
% in othe i
St * words, to the whole people of the United
s ;:‘!“. incidentally, that in the light of the fact of the
ﬁﬂ:cmn people’s responsibility for the conduct and
ter of their territories, it is absurd to claim that

e Moy
fezico gnd Utgh arcto be exempt from slavery

because the Mexican Government had abolished slave-
ry. - Whether there ean be legal slasery in those terri-
-tories turns solely on the charaster of the Constitation
— turns solely on the question whether that paper is
anti-slavery or pro-slavery, Again, in the light of thia
same fact, we see.how absurd it is to clain that there
cauld, under the continued force of the French or Span-
ish laws, be slavery in the territory of Lonisiana, after
| we had ncquived it. If, after such nequisition, there
wag, or conld be, legal slavery in the territory, it was
solely bocause the Constitution—the only Inw which
then attached to the territory-~authorised it. What if,
when we nequired the tervitory, there had been iu it,
“among the creatures of French, or Spanish, ov other
“law, the suttee, or caunibalism—would it not have been
:Imhl that thesc abominations were repugnant to the
. Constitution, and, therefore, without legal existence?
"Certaiunly.

I spoke of the.Constitution ns the only Inw which
)nnachcs to our territorica. I wag justified in this, be-
cause it is the only law of the people of the United
!States, when they are taken a3 a whole or o unit.
“When regarded i sections, they have other laws also.
“The people of [ State have the Jawa of their State, as
“well as the laws of their nation. But, T repeat it, the
| people of the United States, when viewal as one, have
.no other law than the Constitution, Their Congress
and Judiciary can know ne othier Jaw. The statutes of
the one nud the decisions of the other must be but ap-
plications and interpretations of this oue organie lnw.

Another incidental remark is, that it is wrong to
charge the opponents of this bill with denying and dis-
honoring the doctrine of * popular sovereignty.’ Hold-
ing, as we do, that to’ the people—the whole people—
of the United States belong both the land and the sov-
ercignty of their territovies, wo insist, that to shut
them out from governing their territories, would be to
deny and dishanor the doctrine of * popular sovereign-
ty.' Itis the friends of the bill, who, provided it is, ns
they claim, a bill for non-intervention, are to be charg-
ed with violating the doctrine of ¢ popular sovercignty,’
and the principles and genius of democracy. I close,
under this head, with saying, that should real non-in-
tervention olitain in regard to these territories, it would
be n very great and very astonishing change from our
present policy. The inhabitants of a territory have no
vote in Congress. Nevertheless, real non-intervention
“would vest them with the exclusive disposal of import-
ant affairs, which are now at the exclusive disposal of
Congress. It would compensate them for their present
politieal digabilities with ap amount of political power
greatly exceeding tlint enjoyed by an equal handful of
the people of a State, )

To prevent misapprehension of my views, T add, that
[ am not opposed to waking inhabitants of the territory
officers of the territory.  As far as practicable, I would
have none others for its officers.  But, whilst the terri-
tory i3 the nation’s, all its officers should ke acknowl-
edged to Ue officers and servants of the nation.

I proceed to say, that I am opposed to this bill, in
the fourth place, because it looks to the existence of
slavery in these tervitories, and provides safeguards for
it. In other words, Congress docs, hy the terms of the
bill, open the door for $very to enter these tervitories.
The right of Congress to do so I deny. Ideny it, how-
ever, not because the compromise of 1820 denies it.
Believing that cdmpromise to be invalid, T eannot hon-
estly elaim any thing under it. I disclaim all vights
under it, fur the simple reason, that a compromise con-
ceived in sin and brought forth in iniquity ean impnrt
no vights—for the simple reason, that a compromise
which annihilates rights éannot create rights. I admit
that the compromise of 1820 concedes the indestructi-
blencss of manhood north of the line of 36 30, except-
'ing in Miseouri., But, on the other hand, it atones for
this concession to truth aud justice by impliedly leav-
ing men south of that live, and in Missouri, to be elnss-
od with brutes and things, Tadmit, toos, that they whe
are enjoying the share of slavery under this compro-
i mise, and who, now that freedom was about to enter
into the enjoyment of her share under it—I admit, [
sny, that they are estopped from joining me in pro-
nouncing the Missouri compromise invalid. They must
first surrender their share under the compromise—
they must first make restitution to Frecdon—ere they
can, with clean hands and unblushing faces, ask her
to forego the enjoyment of her share. ¢ But this con-
dition is impracticable !' will some of my heavers say?
0, mno! nothing is impracticable, that is right. Ex-
clude slavery from Missouri and Arkansas for thirty-
four years, and then freedom and slavery will be on an
equal footing, and they can make 3 new ULargain.
[Laughter.]

Nor do I deny the right of Congress to open the door
for elavery into thesc territorics, because the compro-
mise of 1850 virtually denies it. I eay that compro-
miso virtuaily denies it, because it distinctly and aps
provingly recoguises the compromise of 1820. The
eompromise of 1859 is ns rotien as the compromise of
1829, and as incapable of imparting rights. ’ And here
jet me sy, that I rejoice to see the pro-slavery party
pouring express contempt on the compromise of 1820,
and virtnal contempt on the compromise of 1850.  And
why should not all men pour contempt upon these com-
prowmises, and upon all other compromises, which aim
to * split the difference’ hetween God and the devil?
[Great lnughter.] By the way, ©e have striking proof,.
in the instance of this bill, that, in the case of such
compromises, God's share and all are, in the end, very
likely to be claimed for the devil. [Renewed laughter.]

1 have said on what grounds it is not that I deny the
right of Congress to open the door for slavery into
these territories. I will now ssy on what ground it is.
I deny it on the ground that the Conetitution, the only
Iaw of the territories, is not in favor of slavery, and
that slavery cannot be sot np under it. If there can be
lawful slavery in the States, nevertheless, there cannot
be in the territories. .

In the fifth and last place, [ am opposed to the bill,
because it allows that there may be slavery in the States
which shall be formed from these territories.

Hitherto, when the slavery qncsliolfhns been brought
up in Congress, it hias been alleged, (I say not how tru-
Iy or untruly,) that the anti-slavery party has brought
it up, and for the purpose of checking slavery. Bat,
now, it is confessedly, on all hands, brought up by the
pro-slasery party, and for the purpese of extending
slavery. In this instance, the pro-tlavery parly is,
manifestly, the instrument which Truth has wielded to
‘subserve her purpose of Tedwokening the public mind

to the demands and enormities of slavery. Dost sin-
cerely do I rejoice that the pro-slavery party is respon-
sible for the present agitation.
A Meupez. I donot admit that it is,

i Mr. Sumrn. Strange! Here isn movement for the
|immense extension of slavery. Of course, it is mnot
the work of thennti-slavery party. And if the lionora-
ble member who has just interrupted me is authorised
to speak for the pro-slavery party, it is not the work of
that party either. I took it fur granted that the pro-
lavery party did it.  But, it seems it did not. It puts
on tho innocent air of a Macbeth, and looks me in the
face, and exclaims: ¢ Thou canst not eay [ did it!?
[Langhter.] Well, i neither the anti-slavery party,
nor the pro-slavery party, did it, who wasit, then, that
did it? It follows, necessarily, that it must be the
work of the Lord, or the devil. [Laughter.] But it
cannot be the work of the Lord—for the good book tells
ug : ¢ Where the spirit of the Lord ig, there is liberty ?
—lierty, ot slavery. So, this Nebraskn business
must e the work of the devil. [Great laughter.] But,
‘logiénl as is this conclusion, [ am, nevertheless, too po-
lite to press it. I prefer to repudinte the alternative
that puts the responsibility en the Lord or the devil, and
to return to my originel assertion, that the pro-slavery
party, and not the anti-slavery party, is responsible for
the present ngitation. Do not understand that I would
not have the anti-slavery party agitate. I would have
it agitate, and agitate, and agitate for ever. I believe
that the agitation of the clements of the moral world is
as essentinl to noral’ health, ns is the agitation of the
clements of the physicn) world to physical” health. T
Lelieve in the heautiful motto, * The agitation of thought
is the beginning of truth.” T was very happy to hear
the honorable gentleman of Pennsylvania [Mr. Wricnr]
express his faith and pleasnre in ngitation. Not less
happy was [ to hear the honorable gentleman of North
Carolina [Mr. CLixamax] approve of the discussion of
slavery. Such goud abeolition doctrine from such sur-
prising sources was very grteful to me. Perhaps
these gentlemen will continue to move forward in that
blessed upward way, on which they have happily en-
tered ; and, perh:.ps; cre the scssion shall close, they
will have reached that table-land.of nbolition, on which
it is my privilege to atand. Let me assure them, for
the purpose of cheering them onward, that, when they
arrive there, they shall not lack my warm greetings,
and the cordial grasp of my hand. [Great laughter.]
Sir, you must permit me to indulge some hope of the
conversion of these gentiemen. Indecd, when I heard
the honorable gentleman of North Carolina speak of
himself as * an independent >—as a party of one—as in
that lone condition in which he haid so recently heard me
say that T find myself—was I not at liberty to imagine
that he was throwing out a sly, delieate hint to my car,
that he would like to ¢ juin teams’ with me, and so
make up n party of two? [Repeated ronrs of Iangh-
ter.] I do not forget, that, at the close of his specch,
he said some very hard things against ns naughty abo-
litionists. But Thow could I be sure that he did not say
these bard things for no other purpose than to Llind all
around him, save, of course, my own apprebensive, be-
eause kindred and sympathizing, spirit, to thnt frater-
nnl union with me, which I have supposed his heart
was then meditating?

I said, n little while ngo, that T rejoice that the pro-..

slavery party is responsitile for the present ngitation.
I add, that [-am half reconcilgd to this attempt to ex-
tend the dominion of slavery, beeause it affurds us so
insiting an opportunity to inquire into the title of sla-
very. If my neighbor tries to rob me of my farm, he,
at least, nffords me an ocension for inquiring into the
tenure by whick he holds his own farm. Freedom hav-
ing been driven by slavery, until she has surrendered
to her pursucr nine new States, and until elavery
claiing, ns we see in the present bill, eqnal right with
herself to overspread all the unorganized lcrritqry\ofthe.
nation, it is, in my judgment, high time for her to
stop, and to turn about,
and to push back the war,—ay, and to drive the ag-
gressor to the wall, provided she shall find that slavery,
in all its progress and history, is nothing but an ag-
gression upon liberty and law, and upon human and
divine rights ; and that, in truth, it hasno title to any
existence whatever, on any terms whatever, any where
whateser. This is a proper stage of my m-gumcnf, for
snying, that weall know enough of freedom and slave-
ry to knaw, that they cannot live together permanent-
ly. One must conquer the other. American slavery
lacks but two things to make sure of her victory over
American liberty : and, from present indications, she is
determined to lack them no longer. One of these two
things is its conceded right to overspread all our unor-
ganized territory ; and the other is its conceded right
to carry slaves through the free Stntes. Let slavery
succeed in these two respects :—let the bill we are now
considering become n statute 3 and let the final decision
in the Lemmoen case* sustain the claim to carry slaves
through the free States—ay, and even to drive coffles
of slaves through them, whip-in-hand ; thus breaking
down the phblie sentiment of those States against sla-
very, and debauching and wasting it, by familiarizing-
it with tbe demands and eshibitions of slavery ;—and
then, 1 n(‘fmit, the way will be clear for slavery to make
a quick and easy conquest of liberty.

T, again, nckhowledge my partial veconcilement<to .

this attempt of slavery to get more—this bold push for
all that is left, so far ns unorganized territory is con-
cerned.  We have now the best of opportunities for try-
ing the title of slavery, not only to more—but, aleo, to
‘what it already bad, Aund, now, if slavery shall come
off as badly as the dog, who, in opening bhis mouth to
seize another picce of ment, lost, in the decehtful and
shadow-casting stream, the piece he already had, it
will have no one to blame for its folly but its own vora-
cious self. It should have been content with the big
share—the lion's share—which it already had.

But to return from this digression. I said, that I
nwm opposed to the bill, because it allows that there may
be slavery in the States which shall be formed from
these territorics.  Why, however, should [ be, there-
fore, opposéd toit? "I will, without delay, come to the
venson of my opposition. My time, being zo precious,

* Mr. Lemmon was emigrating, some eighteen months
ago, with his slaves, from Virginia to Texas. The ves-
sel touched at New York: and o judicial decigion
in favor of the claim of the slaves to freedom was
promptly obtained, on the ground that the State of
New York had abolished slavery. . The State of Virgin-
in is now intent on getting this decision reverzed.

and to look slavery in the face, * justment of the relations between creditor and debtor 3

beenuse_ra limited, T° will waste none of it in -apologies,
circumlocutions, or skirmishes, But I will, at once,
¢ take the bull by the horns,” and declare that T deny
tho right of Congress to lovk to the existence of slavery
iz the States that shall be formed within these territo~
ries, because I deny that there can be constitutionnl sla-
very in any of the States of the American Union—fu-
‘ture States, or present States—new or old. I hold
that the Constitution not only authorises no slavery,
but permits no slavery ; not only creates no slavery in
any partof the land, but abolishes slavery in every
part of the land. In other words, I hold that there is
no law for American siavery.

1 had not intended a moment’s further delay in en-
tering upon my argument to prove, that the Constitu-
tion calls for the suppression of all American shvery. |
But I must, before entering upon it, beseech the Com-
mittee to ho'd no other member of Corigress responsible |
forit. Letihe repronch of this argument—of this foolish |
argument, if you please—nay, of this insane argument, ‘
if you prefer that epithet—fill on myself only. Blame
po othér munber of Congress fur it.  Istand algne. Il
am the first, and perhaps I shall be the last, to declare |
within tiese walls, that there is no law for slavery. [
say that I stand alone 5 and yet, T am not alone, Truth
is with me. I feel her inspirations. She glows inwmy !
sonl: and I dand in her strength,

{Ar, Smith proceeds to argue, at considerablelength
and with unusual ability, that slavery in this country
is an illegnl institution 3 that it finds no eupport or
countenance ia the U. S. Constitution—commending to
members of Cengress the arguments of William Goodell
and Lysander 8pooner on this subject 3 butas the read-
ers of Tne LijeraTor nre fawiliar with Mr. S's treat-
ment of this siew of the case, and as we are obliged to
curtail his fpiech on account of its great length, we
omit this porfion of it.}—Ed. Lib.

I must sny a few words to protect what T have said
! feom the mistpprehension that I counsel trampling on
all wrong legislaticn. I am very far from giving such
counsel, Nc wrong legislation, that is at all endurable,
would I resist.  And [ add, that T would be patient
with almost every degree ofewrong legislation, provided
it is legislation in behalf of what is lawful, and of what
it is competent to legislate upon. Imprisonment for
debt is wrong legielation—very wrong and very cruel
legislation. But, innsmuch as the relation of debtor
and creditor comes within the cognizance of the legis-
lature, I will not treat such legislation as void, The
legislature has a right end in view. It is to help the
creditor get justice. Its error consists in selecting
wrong means to this end, and in putting a wrong
remedy into the hands of the creditor. I am to treat
this nction of the legislature as o mistake—and n mis-
tnke which [ am not to go beyond the limits of persun-
sion to seek to correct. The paying of one’s debt is
justice—is law.  Enactments to enforce this justice and
this law may, some of them, be improper—such as
compelling payment by the tercors of hwprisonment.
But, as they are enactments to enforce justice, nnd what
is itself law, I must be very slow to denounce them as
no law. So, too, if my Government declare war against
» nftion, [am not to treat the Government, nor the
declaration, however nnjust it may be, with contempt.
I must remember, that Government has jurisdiction of
national controversies, nnd that the redress of national
wrongs is justice—is Inw. Government may err in its
modes of redress. It may resort to the sword, when it
should coufine iteelf to the exertion of moral influence.
The cause, nevertheless, which it is prosccuting, may
bie one of unmingled justice. Like every good cause, it
may itself be law, and, therefpre, Governmept would
not be chargeable with impertinence and ugurpation for
taking it in hand. But, how different from all this is
it, when Government sets up slavery! In that ease,
the subject matter of its nction is, most emphatically,
not law. In that case, most emphatically, it has gone
beyond its province. To Government belongs the ad-

and it is for government to dispose of national contro-
versies. DBut when Government undertakes the crime
and absurdity of turning men into things—of chatteliz-
ing,_instead of protecting, a portion of its subjecte—
it is, then, ns far out of its place as it can be. To
‘such an outrage, no submission is due. Itis to be re-
sisted, at every hazard. To trample upan such lawless-
ness is to be law-abiding, instead of law-breaking. To
rebel against such a Government is not to be revolu-
tionary nnd mobogratic. The Government itself is the
revolutionary and moboeratic party. If the decree
should go forth from our Government, that our Irish
population be murdered, the decree would, of course,
be trodden under foot. But who denies that it should be
as promptly and indignantly trodden under foot, wero
it a decree for Lheir enslavement ?

My argument to show THAT TUERE NOT ONLY 13 X0
LAW FOR AMERICAN BLAVERY, DUT THAT THERE CAN BE
NO LAW, EITHER FOR AMERICAN, OR AXNY OTHER SLA-
VERY, 18 ESDED. .Itisin place, howerer, to say, that
the recognition, by the American people, of slivery ns
law, is, of itself, sufficient to account for their loss of
reverence for law. 'Tliis reverence is, necessarily, de-
stroyed by the habit of confounding sham law with true
Inw—by the habit of accepting, as law, the mere forms
of law, where justice, truth, renson, and every element
which goes to make up the soul of law, is lacking.
This reverence must soon dieout of the heart of the peo-
ple, who treat, as law, that which they know is not
Iaw ; who, in the holy and commanding naue of law,
buy and sell, or sanction the buying and selling, of
their fellow-men ; and who, in all their life, live out
the debasing lie, that so monstrous and dinbolical a
thing na slavery is entitled to the shelter and honor of
law. This reverence is little felt by those who yicld to
the absuirdity, that law and nature are opposite to each
other, and thnt whilst, by oatare, s man is an immor-
tal, by law, he may be but & thing. It islittle felt by
those who regard law as a mere conventionalism, which
may be one thing in one place, and another in another;
one thiog at ove period, and another at another. They,
and they oaly, have adequate and. adoring conceptions
of 1aw, who believe that it is one with nature, and that
it is the same in every part of the earth, in every peri-
ol of time, and * eternal in the heavens.’ They, and
they only, have such conceptions, who, instead of re-
garding laW ae synonymous with all the enactments of
foolish and wicked men, identify it with unchangeable
and everlasting right. - - )

How, for instance, can the American people_pgrceite
the beauty and preciousness of law, whilst recognising,

na law, the.fugitive. slave act 2—atd whilst stigmatizing
and persecnting. the handful of men who. have the in-
tegrity and the bravery to resist it? Why should not
that handful fly as swift to the rescue of their brother,
who ia in peril of being reduced to slavery, a8 to the
rescue of their brother who cries—* Murder®? Ten
thousand cnactments for murder would not hinder them
in the Iatter case. Ten thousand cnactments for slavery
should not hinder them, in the former. In each case,
the rescue would be not by a mob, but from a mob.

It has now been shawn that the American Govern-
ment hias authority, both inside nnd outside of the Con-
stitution—as well in natdral and universal law, as
in conventional anid national Inw—io sweep away the
whole of American slavery. Will it avail itself of this
nuthority to do this work? [ ask not whether Govern-
ment will show pity to the slave—for I look not to Gov-
ernment to be pitifal to the slave, or to any other man.

I look to Government for sterner qualities than pity.

My idea of o true Government is vealized only in pro~
portion ns the Government is characterized by wisdom,
integrity, steength, To hold even the rcales of justice
among all it8 subjects, and between them and all other
men, and to strike down the hand that would make
them uneven—this, and this ouly, is the appropriate
work of Government.

I asked whether the Ameriean Government will abel~
ish slavery. I confess that my hope that it will is not
strong. The slave-owners have the control of this na-~
tion, and [ fear that they will keep it. It is true, that
they are n comparative handful in the vast American
population ; and that, numbering ouly three hundred
thousand, their calling themselves ¢ the South’ is an
affectation a8 absurd and ridiculous as it would be for
the manufictuvers of the North to call themselves ¢ the
North,” or the rumsellers of the North to call thems=
selve *the North.' It is true, that their interests are
alien s well from the interests of the South as from
the interests of the North, and that slavery is the dendly
foe, ne well of the white population of the South a3 of
its black population. Nevertheless, in ‘the present
corrupt state of the public sentiment, the slave-own-
ers are able to contrpl the nation. They are mighty by
their oneness. Divided they may be in every thing
clsc—but they are undivided in their support of sin-
very. The State and the Church are both in their
hands. A bastard d ncy, dnted to the
demands of slavery, and tolerating the traffic in humar
fleshy, ie our national democvacy : and p Lastard Chris-
tianity, which endorses this bastard democracy, is the
carrent Christinnity of our nation. The fatherhood of
Gud and the brotherhood of mnn—ideas g0 prominent
in n true democracy and a true Christinnity—are quite
fureign to our sham democracy and our sham Chris-
tinnity. Awerican veligion is a huge hypocrisy. Whilst
to the immensurable sinfulness of that system which for-
vids marriage and the reading of the Bible, and which
markets men as beasts, it is blind ns a bat, it, never-
thelesy, draws down its stupid face, and pronouuces the
shuffling of the feet to music to be o great sin. The
different States of Christendom, as they advance in civ-
jlization and the knowledge of human rights, are, ono
after another, putting away slavery, Even the Bey of
Tunis pute away this mest foul and guilty thing ; and
says that he does 5o, ¢ for the glory of mankind, and to
distinguish them from the brute creation.” DBut Amer-
jca, poor slavery-ridden and slavery-cursed Americs,
retrogrades,  Whilst other nations grow in regand for
human vights, she grows in contempt for them. Whilst
other nations rise in the sunlight of civilization, sheginks
Her Congress sets up sla-
very in her very Capital.  Her Congress regulates and
protects the constwiso trade ia slaves. - Her Congress
wages unprovoked and plundering wars for the exten-
sion of slavery. Her Congress decrees that elaveholders
shall have the range of all America in which to reduce
inen, women and children to slavery. And her Presi-
dent, who calls slavery an ¢ admitted right,’ wasshame-
less enough to sy, in his Inaugaral, that the Fugitive
Slave Act, which his predecessor was shamelees enough
to sign, should be * cheerfully enforced.’ In short, the
Federal Government is now, nnd long has been, at
work, more to upliold slavery than to doany thing ele,
aor even all things else. The great slave-catcher! the
great watch-dog of slavery!—these are its most fitting
names, in its present employment and degradation.
And, yet, notwithstanding all this devotion of the Fede-
ral Government to slavery, and the iron determination
of the slave-owners that the power of the whole nation
shall be exerted to upheld it; there, nevertheless, can
be no remonstrance from the North agninst slavery,
which is not immediately followed by the truthless and
impudent reply, that the North has nothing to do with
slavery ! That the American people and ‘American
government have fallen to what they are, is not te be
wondered nt. It is but the natural and necessary re-
sult of their having fostered and fed, for more than half
a century, the monster slavery. Time was, when we
might have crushed this monster. But now, it has
crushed us, It has corrupted us to such an extent, that
there is scarcely a gound spot left in us, at which to be-
gin to rally opposition to it. On no cheaper condition
than this can slavery be clung to. If we will be slave-
holders—and ruch are the Northern as well as the South-
ern people—for, if the slave-owners are at the South,
the people of the North are, nevertheless, more emphat-
jcally, hiecause more efficiently, the slaveholders, than
are the people of the South—if, [ say, we will be slave-
holders, wo must take the evil consequences upon our
own understandings and hearts, and not be surprised
at them. Men cannot bind the degrading chain of sla-
very around their brothers, without at the same time
binding nnd degrading themselves with it.

_How melancholy upon onr country, and, through her,
upon the world, hasbeen the influence of American ¢la-
very! In the beginning of our national existence, wo
were the moral and political light-house of the world.
The nationa * which eat in darkness saw the great Iight,”
and rejoiced, Sad to say, we were the first to dim-that

in the night of barbarism,

Tight ! The principles which we then enuncinted electri- -
fied the nations. Sad to say, we were ourselves the firat

to dishonor these principles! Nothing, so much as
American slavery, has gathered darkness upon that
light. Nothing, %o much asAmericanslasvery, has brought
disgrace upon those principles. = All other causes com- .
bined have not stood so effectually in the way of the pro-
gress of republicanism, ns the glaring inconsistency of
our deeds with our professions, In the house of her
friends, Liberty has received her deepest stabe. All gur

boasts and falseboods to the contrary notwithslanding,
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there ie no Government an the face af the earth so quick
as ont own to dread and to oppose populaf movements
in behnlf of liberty and republicanism. On our Gov-
crnment, moro than all other causes put together, rests
the reeponsibility of the stopping of the Revolution in
the Spanish American'States. We were wont to sy,
that the people of those Stutes were incompetent to per-
fect that Revolution. This is » plece of our hypocrisy.
The instructions of our Government, and thie digcussions
in our National Legisiatufe, in regard to the Congress
of Panamn; our threat of war against Colombia and
Mexico, if those States persevered in earrying forward
the Revolution; and, above all, our base supplication
to Russia and Spain to juin us in stopping the wheels of
that Revolution; prove conclusively, that though our
lying tips wero for liberty, our bearis, all the tiwe,
were concerned for the protection of slavery. And, in
the case of Hayti—how dendly, from first to Iast, has
been the enmity of our Gosérnment to the ciuse of
liberty and republicanism ! To learn the extentof that
enmily, we must not confine our eyes to the haughty
and persevering refusal of our Government to recog-
nize the Independence of Hayti. We must look atother
things also, and especinlly at the gervile complinnce of
our Government with the impudent and arrogant de-
mand of Napoleon to carry out his plan of storving the
Haytiens into submission, -

Our Government made & dizplay of sympathy with
the European Revolutions of 1848, But who is 8o atu-
pid ns to nccord sincerity to that display, when he rec-
ollccts thint the very first fruit of the very first of these
Revolutions wns the unqualified abolition of all French
slavery—and n part of that slasery in the neighbor:
hood of our own? So eager was our Government to
appear {o be on the side of Hungary, that it sent out a
ship for Kossuth. But, long ere he had reached our
shores, and, especially, whiist he wns maoking his
gpeeches in England in behnlf of the equal rights of
all men, our governmeat found out that it had got moro
than it contracted for. Kossuth’s principles were too
radical. Their scope was quite too sweeping. They no
more spaved slavery than any other form of opprea-
sion, Yet, Government conld not stop Kossuth on his
way.. Having started for America, he must be suffered
te come ta Anierica. But how great his disappointment,
on his arrival ! <He came unto his own, and his own
reccived him not.’” The poor man wos willing to com-
promise matters. A thousand pities that he was. He
was willing to ignore slavery, and to go through tho
whole length and breadth of the land, secing, in every
man he met, nothing elso than a glorious freeman.
Alas, what a mistake ! The policy of the governmeut
to ¢ give him the cold shoulder® was fixed ; and no con-
icessions or humilintions on his part could suffice to re-
peal it.  Kossutinleft Americn, and he left it, no less
abundantly than painfally convinced, that America is
one thing in the Declaration of Independino, and anoth-
‘er in what hny succeeded it; one thing in her profes-
:sions, and another in her practice. Wil Mezzini need
to come fo America to learn this lesson? And, if he
comes, will he stoop to repeat Kossuth’s mistakes?
Thank God ! Mnzzini has nlrendy identified himself with
the American® nbolitionists. May he find himself re-
warded by their cordial identification of thewselves with
the oppressed of Europe !

{ confessed that mwy hope is not atrong that the Amer-
ican Government will abolish American slavery. Far
othierivize would it be, however, did none but slave-
owners justiy slavery. They would scon be convert-
ed, were it not that the maes of the American peoplo
fall in with them, and flatter them, and cry peace, when
there is no pence.  This is our great discouragement in
the cage. ‘The advocates of total abstinence are not dis-
cournged ; they would be, however, if they found the
mass of the sober justifying drunkarde, ond telling
them that drunkenness is right.

I said, at an encly stage of my remarks, that the
present attempt of slavery to clutch all the unorganized
territory of the nation affords n favorable opportunity
to freedom tc push back the war.into the renalm of sla-
very. I, however, did-not add, that tho opportuni-
ty would be improved. Nor do I add it now—for I am
far from certain-that it will be. For many years, I
have had scarcely any better hope for American sinvery
than that it would come ton violent and miserable end.
Their habit of courting and worshipping the Slave Pow-
er, and of acquiescing injtad ds, has corrupted and
paralyzed the American people to such & degree as to
teave little room to hope that they will bring slavery to
» peaceful and happy termination. I confess some lit-
tle hope of such terimination has been kindled in me by
this new, surprising, and ‘enormous demand of the
Stave Power. I confess, that I have thought it possible
that this demand might arouse o spirit which could be
appeased by nothing short of the overtbrow of tho
whole system of slavery. Should, however, such a
spirit be aroused, I fear it will not pervade the masses,
but will be confined to a few. It\is true that meetings
are held all over the free States to protest against the
passage of this Bill, and that the presy of those States
is almost universally against it. But neither in the
meetings nor in the press do I.sco repentance. They
abound in indignation toward perfidy—but they reveal
no sorrow of the North for the crimes of the North
against liberty. On the contrary, the mectings and
the pressdo well nigh universally justify the Compromise
of 1820, and, in the great majority of instances, tha
Compromise of 1850, ¢ Fugitive Slave Act’ and all
Even in sermons preached agninst tho Nebraska Bill, T
|hase seen the Fugitive Slave Act justificd. Now, tho
'idea that they who ean approve of either of these Com-
promises, and especinily that they who can, possibly,
acquiesce in the chasing down men, women aud chil-
dren, for the purpose of casting them into the pit of
slavery—the idea, I &ny, that such persons will. perzo-
veringly and effectively vesist slavery, and do faithful
battle fr its overthrow, is, to my mind, simply absurd.
They, and they only, are to be relied on’ for such ser-
vice, who so loathe slavery, that they would rother per-
ish than do any of its biddings, come those. biddings
from Congress, or from any other sources. .

Am T bid to strengthen my hope by locking at
the rapidly multiplying -nbolitionists? I dolook at
them; and this cheering sight is all that, under God,
keeps my hope alive. But I fear that they are too late,
I fear that the disease is past cure. And I fear, tao,
that, even if. wo are yet in time to kill the Demon of -
Slavery, our false and pro-slavery education makes us
50 hesitating and timid in his tersific presence, that we -
shall not wage direct, deep, and fatal war upoen bim,




bat shall rasle our cncrgics and our ouly aud siifily
g away oppm-mmty, jn-ineffectual sk is\\cs and
cei‘ul dml'vmrrs A feww abolitionists ‘are” consis-
‘tent 3 and; wnre tirey tiot 8o few, thicy would be furmida-
‘ble they know no laiv for any fraud ; ‘and, therefore,
they-will not know it for the most stupendous fraud.
‘They know no law for any oppresvlon and, thercfore,
they will hot know'it for tlie most sweeping oppres-
sion. Such abolitionists are -Garrison and -Phillips,
Goodell and Douglass.  But most abolitionists implied-
Iy, if- not diréctly,-tacitly if not openly, acknowledge
that slavery ean have, and actually has, rights; and
they are as “espectful to thesgsupposed -rights as if
the subject” of them were snc-of the greatest earthly

blessings, instead of cne of the greatest carthiy curses.

It is true, that there is a political party in our conn-
try erganized against b avery, and that it numbers some
two hundred thousand voters, nrhong whom' are sone
‘of the noblest men in the land 3 and yet, I look well
nigh with as much sorrow as hope to thit party; for,
80 Iong ns it recognizes slavery as law, [ fear that, not-
withstanding its high and holy purposed, it will do
scarcely less to sanction and uplold slavery than to
reproach and cast it down.  Again, so long as this par-
ty is swayed by such wordsof fully and delusion as ‘Sta-
VERY SECTIONAL? FREEDOM SATIONAL,” its admnissions
in favor of slavery canuot fuil to go far to outweigh all
its endeavors against slavery,

Alaw for slavery ! Whnt confessed nndness would
it.be to elaim n law for techmical pxrncy or ‘alaw for
murder?  But what piracy is there so sweeping and
desolating a9 stavery?  Awd, ag to murder, who would
not rather have his deavest friend in the grave—ay, in
the grave of the wurdered—than uuder the yoke of
alavery? i

*SLAVERY SECTIONAL: FREEDOX XATIONAL!’ And,
therefure, nccoiding to the friends of this motte, the
nation, as such, must not concern itself with the great
mtes of slavery, because that great mass, instead of
being spread over the swhole nation, exists only in sec-
tions of it. Not less foolish would it be to neglect the
small-pox, hecause it is only in sections of the city that
it prevails, - Indeed, it would not be less mad to leave
the fire unextinguished; beeause, as yet, it rages but in
gections of the city. Slavery, if not exlixwi:i«hed is Ay
certnin to sprc-id as is the fire, if not extinguished.
The past attests this; and the present exhibits very
glaring proof of it. If we would save the city, we
must put out the fire. If we would save the nation, we
must put out slavery—ay, put it out in alt the nation.
I said that slavery is now spreading. - It may not go
litcmll:y into Nebraska and Kansas, either now or ever.
Nevertheless, shavery will be spreading itsclf over our
country, at Jeast, in its influence and power, so long as
the nation forbears to uproot it.

¢ SLAVERY SECTIONAL: I'REEDOM NATIONAL!® A
poor g would ¢ Murder scetional : Anti-Murder ‘nn-
tional !’ be to go forth with against murder. But not
Tess paor is the other to go forth with againgt slavery.
Very little ingpiration could -be caught from either.
Nay, would not their limited toleration of the crimes
neatralize theie influence against the extension of the’
crimes?  Iow unlike to these poor words would be,
¢ No MUurDER-ANY WiERE!? * No SLAVERY ANY WHERE! ]
Uuder such earnest and honest words, men could do%
battle with all theirhearts, But, under the other, lhcyf
are laughed at by the ‘enemy ; and should be laughed |
at by themselves,

There is n political party at the North, called the!
Liberty Party. It aiwns to go for every politieal truth, !
and to realize the idea of an every way righteous civil
Government. It isa little party. Its handful of mem-
bers are searcely more numerous than were the primi-[
tive disciples, who were gathered in the upper room at,
Jerusalem.  That little party will not disown what I.
have said on this ocension. Every-other party will.| [
That little party has, already, lived some fifteen years.
It will continue to live. Perhaps it will not grow.i
Perhaps it witl.  The  little cloud, like n man’s hand,*:
may yet spread itself over the whole heavens. Of this,
much, at least, do T feel cortain, that no party of essen-
tinlly lower or other principles than those of the Liberty
Party, will suffice to bring down American slavery.
Hoppy country this—happy North—happy Seuth—if
the present aggressive movement of the Slave Power
shall result in bringing triumlent accessions to the
Liverty Party !

My fear that the American.Governments, State or
National, will not aboelish slavery, is, in no degree,
abateld by the fact, that several European Governments
have, in the present generation, nbolished it. It must
ha vemeuathered, that those Gavernments were exterior
to, and independent of, the Slave Power ; and that they
were not tramiuelled by slaveholding constituencies, It
is true, that slavery in Mexico was abolished by the
Government in Mexico 3 and that slavery in the South
American States was abolished by the Governments in
those States.  But it s also true, that all this was done
to promote the success of their Revolution, and their
deliverance from the Gavernment of Spain. I doubt
not that even we, closely as we cling to slavery, would,
nevertheless, abolish it, if urged to do so by the esigen-
cies of war,

_ Tohope that, because the English Government ahol-
ished slavery, our ‘Governments will also, is unwise, in
another point of view. Comparatively disentangled
with slavery as was England, slavery, nevertheless, ex-
ected well-nigh enough power over her Government to
prevent its successful pction against slavery, The par-
ty in the interest of slavery was bavely defeated.

Let me not be misunderstood.  Let e not be suppos-
ed to fear that American slavery will not come to an
end. My fear is, that it will not be brought to an end
by Government. 1 have no fear that it will not be
abolishied. Tt will be abolished—and at no distant day.
If the Governments fail to abolish it, it will abolish it-
self. The colored people of this nation, bond and free,
number four millions, and are mutiplying rapidly.
They are all victims of sievery ; for if the free are not
in the umdra, they are, nevertheless, in the penumbra,
of slavery. 1lence, then, as well as by identity of race,
they are bound together by the strongest sympathy.
Morcover, if not carried nlong as rapidly ns others, nev-
ertheless, they are carried along in thegeneral progres-
sive knowledge of human rights. Such being the case,
it is not to be supposed that they can be held in their
present condition for ages longer. They will deliver
themselves, if they are not delivered. e must be blind
to history, to philosophy, to the nature of man, who
can suppose that such a system as American slavery
can have a long life, even in circumstances most favor-
able to its continnance. In the most benighted portions
of the earth, the victims of such o system would, in
process of time, come to such n sense of their wrong
and their power also,” as to rise up and throw off the
system, But that, here, such a system must be hurried
to its end, is certajin.  For, here, it is entirely out of
harmony with all the institutions avound it, nnd with
all the professions of those who upbold it. Here it is
continually pressed upon by ten thousand influences
adverse to itg existence. Nothing, so much as Ameri-
can slavery, stands in the way of the progress of the
age. A little time longer, and it must yield to this
progross, and be numbered with the :bmgs that were.
The only question is, whether it shall di¢ a peaceful or

a violent death ; whether it shall quietly recede bei‘orc
ndmm,m" truth, or resist unto blood.

" God forbid that American slavery should come to a
violent end. T hold, witlh O'Connell, that no revolution
s worth the shedding of blood. A violent end to
American slavery would constitute one of the bloodies
chapters in all the book.of time, It would be such
reckouing for deep and damning wrongs—such an out-
bursting of smoathered aud pent-up rc\'cnge:.'ns living
man has neser seeu. - Can this catastrophe be averted :
Perhaps it cannot. Perhaps Gud will not let off thi:
superlatively wicked nation on any casier terms than @
servile war—as war, we must: remeber, that will b
very likely to lmng within its wide sweep, the wholt
black population of this continent and the neighboriv;
istands—a population already numbering some-ten o
twelse millions. Perhaps, since we would be & nation
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of oppressars, He will let the oppressed smite the op-
pressors.  Perhaps, since we would be a bloody nation,
He will give us * blood, even unto the horse-bridles.’
There will be no such catastrophe, however, 1( the
North and the South, equal sinners in the mnt!er of
slavery, shall hasten to mingle the tears of their peni-
tence ; fo say from the heart, ¢ We ave verily guilty
concerning our brother ;> and to join their honds in
putting away theiv joint snd nusurpassed sin.

I shall be blamed for having treated my subject in
the light of so severe a morality. It will be said, that
cconomical views of it would have been more suitable
and statesmanlike 3 and that I should have dwelt upon
the gains to the slaveholder, and the gains to the coun-
try, from the uhohuon of sh\cry I confess that, had
horses and oxen been the subject of my epeech, the
field of econumy would have been wide enough for the
range of my thoughts, and the eourse of iy nrgument,
Bint [ have been speaking of - men—of millions of im-
mortals : and I have been claiming that Government
ghould lift them up out of their chatteliiood and their
association with brutes ; and [ could not disparage the
dignity, and 'so sully the glory, of their manhood, as to
claim the performance of this high and holy duty, in
thie nume of money. When Isce my fellow-man reduced
to a slave, I demaunsd his deliverance, simply beeause he
isnman. I cannot so wrong his exalted nature and my
own, and the Great One who made us in his own image,
a3 to argue that money ean be made by such deliver-

ance. I would as soon think of making a caleulation

_of pecuniary gains my argument in dissuading from

the erime of murder.
_In saying that I would not suffer the duty of deliver-
ing the slave to turn upon the question of pecuniary

_ gning and ecoromical advantages, I utter no peculinr

doctrine. Who would suffer it thus to turn, in any
case, where he regards sach vietims as men? DBut,
with me, all men are men. Are the skin and the mind
of my fellow-man dark? A mau’s a man, for &’
that. T still récoguise him as a wan. o is my
brother, and I still have n brother's heart for him,
Suppose the Government of Penusylanin had, the lnst
week, reduced ail the white people of Penngyivania,
who have light hair, to slavery. Would Congress let
the present week expire without seeking their release?
No ! Would Congress stoop to ply that Government
with arguments drawn from pelitical economy, and to
coax.it with prospects of gain? No ! no !—a thousand
times no! It would demand their release, and it would
demand it, too, not in virtue of feeble nrguments and
humble nuthority, but, Ethan Allen-like, in the name
of God Almighty and the Congress.

T:shall be blamed for not having brought out a plan
for getting vid of slavery. I confess that I have ne
other plan for getting rid of it but its abolition—its
unconditional, entire, and immediate aholition. The
slaveis robbed of his manhood, of himself, and, conse-
quently, of all his vights. There is no justice then—
there is no God’ then—if the restoration of his vights
and his restoration to himself can Le innocently condi-
tioned on any thing, or innocently postponed.

I shall be espeeially blamed for not having proposed
compensation. I "do net repudinte —1I never have
repudinted — the doctrine of compensation. Compen-
sation for his services and his sufferings would be
due from the slaveholder to the slave; but, clear-
ly, no compensation for his restored liberty would
be due from the slave to the slaveholder. I admit,
however, that a great debt would be due, from the
American people, both to the slaveholder and the slave.
The American people are responsible for American sln-
very. Itisthe American people who, in the face of
the Declaration of Indepenience and the Constitution,
as well ag of religion and reason, God and humanity,
have made themselves the vesponsible enslavers of wil-
lions. Departed gencrations of slaves have gone to the
bar of heaven with this nccusation upon ‘their lips ; and
nothing short of the repentance of the American people,
cn prevent its being carrvied there by the present gen-
cration of slaves. There is, then, a great debt due
fram the American people to the American slaves: DBut
they owe one to the slaveholders also. Men become
slaveholders, and continue - slaveholders,
their investments in human_ flesh, on ﬂxe faith of the
professions, legislation and_policy of the American peo-
p]e. and, I may add, on the faith of the Caonstitation
and religion of the American people, ns that people
interpret - their Constitution and religion. Again, non-
glaveholders, ns well as slaveholders, feed and clothe
themselves upon the cheap {cheap, because extorted and

and extend

unpaid for) products of slave Inbor.  They enrich their

commerce with these products ; and, in a word, they
unite in making slavery the cherished and overshad-
owing interest of the nation. Now,

for the American!

people, in these cireumstances, to abolish slavery, and!

refuse to pay damages to the slaveholders, would be a
surprise upen the slaveholders full of bad faith. For
the American people to share with the slaveholders in
the policy and profits of slaveholding, nnd then termi-
nate it, and devolve the whole loss of its termination on
the slaveholders, would be well-nigh unpavalleled in-
justice and meanness.  If Lhave encouragedand drawn
wen into wickedness, Tani, it is trae, not to stand by
them in their wickedness—for of that both they and I
are to repeat 3 but [ am to stand by them in their loss,
and shave it with them. " The English people gave to
the masters of eight hundred thousand slaves n hun-
dred millions of dollars. [ wounld that the American
people, nfter they shall have abolished American slave-
ry, might give to the masters of fonr times that number
of slaves, four times the hundred milliois of dollars ;
and, far more, would I that they should provide libe-
rally for the humbler and cheaper, but iiffinitely more
sacred needs of the emancipated. “Then,’ my now

. davkened and guilty country ! ¢ shall thy light break

forth as the moining, and thy licalth spring forth
speedily 3 and thy righteousness shall go before thee:
the glory of the Lorl shall be thy rereward.’

1 am well aware that, in reply to my admission, that
the American people should thus burden themselves, it
will be said that slavery is a State, and not a National
concern, and that it is for the State Governments, and
not for the National Government, to dispose of it. I
certainly do not deny, that if slavery ean be legalized
in our country, it must be under the State Governments
only. Nesertheless, Thold that every part of Ameri-
can slavery is the coucern of every part of the Ameri-
can people, because the whole American people and the
American Government have, though in defiance of the
Constitution, made it such. And, as they have made
it such, the llcnnlxonuh- ing of slurery (as the ‘phrase
is with the Independent or Free Democrats) is not the
whole duty to which we are called. We will nat have
done our whole duty, when we shall have abolished all
thie elavery which exists within the exclusive jurisdie-
tion of Congress. For slasery, under the State Gov-
etrriments also, has been fostered and established by the
whole American pcoplc and the Ameriean Government:
anid I add, by the way, that, had it not been so fostered
and established, there would, at this day, have been no
slavery in thetand’

If John Smith has built a distillery ; and if he has,
alsg, encouvaged his neighbors to build halfa dozen
more 3 and, especially, if he has patronised and profit-
ed by the half dozen distilleries 3 then, his work of re-
pentance jg not all done when he has broken up his dis-
titlery :—and, none the more is it all done, because it
was contravy to law that he had n fart in getting up
and sustaining the half dozen distillerics. The de-
Swmithing of all this distillation, and of nll the drun-
kenness, that has resulted from it, obviously fails to
cover the whole ground of his' duty, unless, indeed, as
is proper, the de-Snmithing is interpreted to” mean the
breaking up of all these distilleries and their rexulting
drunkennesa. ‘So, tog, the denationalizing of slavery,
unless it be thus broadly ond justly interpreted, falls
short of the measure of the duty of the nation. The
nation, whether copstitutionally or unconstituticnally,
has built up slavery ; and, therefore, the mnou should

_pay to end it

I said, that I shall be blamed for Ape'ikm" unwisely
on’ lha sub_]ecb of slnvery I ndd thut I slnll be blaw-

ed for speaking on it at all.
in any manuer, and, especially, iu the national coun-
cils, is construed into hostility to the Union, and bos-
tility to the Unien is, in the eye of American patriot-
ism, the most odious of all offunces—the most heinous
of all crimes. ~

1 prize the Union, beeause T prize the m:dom, cour-
age, philanthropy and piety of which it was begotten.
I prize it, because I prize the signal sufferings aund
sacrifices which it cost our fathers. . I prize it, because
I prize its objects—tbose great and glorious objects
that prompted to the Declaration of Independence ;
that were cherished 'through 2 seven years' war; and
that were then recited in the Preamble of the Constitu-
tion, as the oljects of the Coustitution. I prize it, for
the great power it has to honor God and bless man. I
prize it, because I believe the day will come when
this power .shall be exerted to this end.

Now, surely, oppositiun to slavery cannot be hosnhl)
to such a Union. Such a Union i3 not assailed, and
cannot be endangered, by.opposition, however strenu-
aus, te slavery, or to any other form of oppression, or
to any other system of iniquity. To attack what is
good is to be hostile to such a Union, 0 attack what
is evil is to befriend it. )

Nevertheless, the opposition is persisted in, that te
attack slavery is to attack the Union. How are we to
account for this persistence in this absurd position? It
is easily accounted for.. The position is not absurd.
There are fwo Unions. There is the_Union of early
times—that which our fathers formed, and the most nu-
thentic record of the formation of which, and of the
spirit and obijects of which is to be found in the Declur-
ation of Independence and the Federal Constitution. |
This is the Union openly based on the doctrine of thie.
equal rights of all men. This is the Union, the avow-
ed purpose of which is * to cstablish justice and secure
the blessings of liberty.’ Then, there. is the other
Union—the Union of later times—of our times—manu-
factared, on the one hand, by Southern slaveholders,
and, on the other, by Northern merchants and North-
ern politicians.  The professed aims of this new Union
are, of course, patriotic and beautiful. Its real, and
but thinly disguised aims, are extended and perpetan’
slavery, on the one hand, and palitical and commercial
gaing on the other, The bad character of this new
Union is not more apparent in its aims than in its
fruits, which prove thesé aims.  Among these fruitsare
Union Safety Committee Resolutions ; Baltimore pint-
forms ; pro-slavery pledges of members of Congress
Resolutions of vervile Legislatures'; conteneptible Innu-
gurals, in whieh, now a Uovernor, and mw a DPresi-
dent, go all lengths fur slavery ; and, nbove all, ov
rather; below all, Union-saving aud slave-catching ser-
mons of devil- deluded and devil-driven Dictors of Di-
vinity. To this list is now to be added ths stupendous
breach of faith proposed in the Bill befire ué. "This
Bill, which lays open all our unorganizel territory to
slavery, iz’ n logitimate fruit of the new Usnion, The
consecration of nll the national territory to freedom,
sixty-five years ngo, was the legitimate ruit of the old
Union, Which is the better Union? 3By their fruits
¥e shall know thewm, . -

Novw, the matfer is not explained by siying that this
new Union is but a misinterpretation of the old.  Mis-
interpretation cannot go so far as to chinge the whole
nature of its subject. O no, it is' not a misinterpreta-
tion ; but it is distinctly and entirﬂy_nﬁothor Union,
with which its manufacturers are endeasoring to sup-
plant the Union given to us by our fathes :—and this
supplanting Union is as unlike the previous gift, as
darkness is unlike light, as falschood is utlike truth.

. When, then, we, who arc Iaboring for tac overthrow
of slnvery, and for the practical acknowledgment of the
equal rights of all men, are charged witl hostility to
the Union, it ig, indeed, protended by thore, who mnke
the charge,.and for the sake of effect, that we are hos-
tile to the original and true Union. Our hastility, neve
ertheiess, is but to the conjured up andspurious Union.
Gur only offence is, that we withstand the base ap-
peals and seductive influences of the day. The ouly
cause for the abundant reproach which has befallen us
ix, that, in our hionesty and patriotism, we still stand
by that goed old Union, which js o Unien for justice
and liberty ; and that we bhravely oppose ourselves to
those artful and wicked men, who would substitute for
it o Union for slavery, and place and gain ; and whe
are even impdent.enough to claim, that this trumped-
up Union ig identical: with that good old Union. - Yes,
wicked, artfal, impudent indeed must they be, who ean
claim that this dirty work of their own dirty hands is
that veritable work of our futhers, which is the glovy
of our fathers.

I have done.  Methinks, were T & wise and good man,
and conld have the whole American people for my au-
Qience, T should like to speak to them, in the fitfing
phrase which such a man commauds, the words of truth
and soberness, remonstyance and rightcousness, And
yet, why should I 2—for, in all probability, such worls
would be of little prescut avail.  The American people
are, ns yet, in no state * to kear with their ears and un-
derstand with their heart >~—for * their heart js waxed
gross, and their ears ave dull of hearing.” Yetawhile,
and he who should speak to them such words, would,
like Lot, ! seem as ono tijat mocked.” This is a nation of
oppressors—from the North to the South-~from the
Last to tho West—anid, what is more, of strong and
successful oppressors 3. and, hence, there is hut little
room to hope that she will listen and repent.  This na-
tion holds, in the iron apd crushing grasp of slavery, be-
tween three and four millions, whose poor hearts writhe
and agonize no less than would ours, were their fate
onr fate. And yet, she is not content even with these
wide desolations of human rights and hwnan happiness,
On the contrary, she is continually sceking to extend
the horrid reahin of slavery, It is not enough that she
purchased Louisisna, and gave up by far the most val-
uable part of it to.slavery: nor that she purchased
Florida, and gave up all of it to slavery: nor is it
enough, that there i3 so much reason o fear that the
mighty and slecpless cfforts to overspread with slavery
the whele territory of which she ptundered Mexico, will
prove extensively, if not, indeed, entirely successful.
Nor is it enough, that there is imminent danger that
Nebraska and Kansas will be wrested from freedom,
and added to the domnin of slavery and sorrow. All
this is not enough to satisfy the desire of this nation to
extend the reign of stavery. ler. gloating and cove-
tous eyes ase constantly upen the rémninder of Mexico;
upon- Cuba," St. Domingo, and other “istands of the
sea.’  All these'she is impatient to scourge with that
most terrible of all forms of eppression—American sla~
very. ' L

Said I not truly, then, that there is but little ground
to hope for the repentance of this nation?' Must she
not be well-nigh dead to every conceivable nttempt to
bring her to repentance? Dut she will not be go al-
ways. The voices of trathful, tender, faithiul admoni-
tion, now unheard or “despised by her, will yet reach
her heart. She may, it is trae, (Ifeaven spare her
from the need of such -discipline !) have, first, to pass
through forgign wars, and servile wars, and still other
Lorrors. . But the day of her redemption—or, in other
words, of her broken-hearted sorrow for her crimes—
(for such sorrow is redemption, whether in the cise of
an individual or a nation)=—will, sooner or l.ucr, come,
And when that day shall come, the woral soil of Amer-
ica, watered with the tears of penitence, shall bring
forth fruits to the glory of God and the welfare of man,
rivalling in abundance, and infinitely surpassing in
preciousness, the rich harvests of her literal soil. In
that day, our nation’ ghall be worthy of all that God
and good men hase done for her,  Her material wealth,
surpassing that of any other nation, shall be no greater
(liag her moral wealth : and her gigantic and unmateh-
cd power shall be only o power to- bless.

‘What I bave jusl said i¢, indeed, bat prophecy—and
the prophecy, too, of an ignorant -and short-sighted
man : and it may, therefore, never be fulfhted, - My
anticipations of & beantiful ‘and blessed renovation for
my beloved country may never be rc.\hzul She may

To speak ngaiunst elnvery‘

“certainty.

be leﬂ to pen.h, nd to perish for éver. “ l:nr. thén?

Must I cease my cfforts for her salvation? Happily, I
amm pot dependent on prophecey for the intérpretation of
my duty, nor to sustain my fidelity, nor to encourage
the opening of my lips, I am cast upon 1o such un-
I amn to continue to pléad for my country,
and to feel assured that I do not plead invain. If pro-
phees is all uncertnin, nevertheless, there are certain-

. ties, gracious certainties, on which it is my privilegeto

rely. I knoi, that in the Divino Economy, no honest
discharge of the conscience, and no faithful testimony
of the heart, shall be suffered. to go unrewarded, I
know, that in this perfect and blessed Economy, no sin-
cere words in behalf of the right are lost. Time and
trath will save them from falling ineffectusl.  To time
aud truth, therefore, do [ ccrdiullj comwit all that. I
have said on’ this oceasion ; and patiently will I wait to
see what uses time and truth shall make of it.



