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PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES,

COMMUNICATING,
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In compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 27th of February last, a
communication from the Secretary of War, together with the reports of the as-
sistant commissioners of the Freedmen’s Bureau made since December 1, 1865.

MaRcH 6, 1866,—Read, referred to the Joint Committee to inquire into the condition of the
States which formed the so-called Confederate States, and ordered to be printed.

To the Senatc of the United States:

In compliance with the resolution of the Senate of the 27th ultimo, I trans-
mit herewith a communication from the Secrctary of War, together with the re-
ports of the assistant commissioners of the Freedmen’s Bureau made since De-

cember 1, 1865.
ANDREW JOHNSON.
WasHINGgTON, March 5, 1866.

WaRr DEPARTMENT,
Washington City, March 2, 1866.
Mr. PresipenT: 1 have the'honor to submit herewith the reports of the as-
sistant commissioners of the ¥reedmen’s Bureau made since December 1, 1865,
called for by the Senate’s resolution referred to this department, and herewith
returned.
Your obedient servant,
. EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of War.
The PRESIDENT.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES,
February 217, 1866.

Resolved, That the President of the United States be requested to communi-
cate to the Senate, if not in his judgment inconsistent with the public interests,
the reports of the assistant commissioners of the Freedmen’s Bureau made since
December 1, 1865.

~Attest J. W. FORNEY, Seccretary.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
BureAu oF REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
Washington, March 1, 1866.
Sir: In reply to your indorsement of the 28th ultimo, referring to the * Sen-
ate resolution” of the 27th ultimo, requesting the reports of the assistant com-



2 REPORTS OF ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS

missioners of this bureau received since December 1, 1865, I have the honor to
transmit herewith the reports as called for. As these reports ave withdrawn
from the files of this office, I have the honor to request that they may be re-
turned as soon as they have been used and printed by the Senate.

List of papers.

1. General C. B. Fisk, Assistant Commissioner, January 6, 1866, report of
affairs in Kentucky.

2. General C. B. Iisk, Assistant Commissioner, January 23, 1866, report of
affairs in Kentucky. :

3. General C. B. Fisk, Assistant Commissioner, February 14, 1866, report of
affairs in Kentucky.

4. General C. B. Fizk, Assistant Commissioner, February 14, 1866, report of
affairs in T'ennessec.

5. Colonel 1. Whittlesey, Assistant Commissioner, January 15, 1866, report
of affairs in North Carolina.

6. General R. Saxton, Assistant Commissioner, January 15, 1866, report of
cruelties in South Carolina.

7. General R. K. Scott, Assistant Commissioner, February 21, 1866, report
of affairs in South Carolina.

8. General J. W. Sprague, Assistant Commissioner, January 10, 1866, report
of Missouri and Arkansas.

9. Qolonel S. Thomas, Assistant Commissioner, December 28, 1865, forwards
report of an outrage in Carroll County, Mississippi,

10. Colonel 8. Thomas, Assistant Commissioner, January 10, 186G, report
of affairs in Mississippi. ’

11. Colonel 8. Thomas, Assistant Commissioner, February 6, 1866, report
of lands in Mississippi.

12. Colonel 8. Thomas, Assistant Commissioner, January 31, 1866, report of
tour in Missizsippi.

13. Colonel T. W. Osborne, Assistant Commissioner, December 31, 1865, re-
port of affairs in Florida.

14. Colonel T. W, Osborne, Assistant Commissioner, February 5, 1866, re-
port of affairs in Florida.

15. (teneral Wager Swayne, Assistant Commissioner, January 31, 1866, re-
port of aftairs in Alabama,

16. General Wager Swayne, Assistant Commissioner, December 26; 18656,
report of affairs in Alabama. '

17. General Wager Swayne, Assistant Commissioner, January, 1866, report
for Jast quarter 1865, in Alabama.

18. General Wager Swayne, Assistant Comrhissioner, February 7, 1866, re-
port of Chap. Buckley’s tour in Alabama.

19. General E. M. Gregory, Assistant Commissioner, January 31, 1866, re-
port of aftairs in Texas.

20. General W. L. Strong, Inspector General, January 1, 1866, inspection
report, Texas.

21. General Davis Tillson, Assistant Commissioner, fiftcen letters relating to
the affairs of the bureau from December, 1865, to ¥ebruary 20, 186G.

22, J. W Alvord, inspector of schools and finance report.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. 0. HOWARD,
Major General, Commissioner.
Hon, E. M. StanTON,
Secretury of War.
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No. 1.

Bureau REFuGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
StATES OF KENTUCKY, TENNESSEE AND NOR. ALABAMA,
Assistant Commissioner’s Office, Nashville, Tenn., Jan. 6, 1866.

GrNERAL: I have the honor to report progress in Kentucky. My ¢ circular”
and *“ address to the freedmen” were both well received by a large majority of
the people. There arc some of the meanest unsubjugated and unreconstructed,
rascally rebellious revolutionists in Kentucky that curse the soil of the country.
They now claim that although the amendment to the Constitution forever abol-
ishing and prohibiting slavery has been ratified, and proclamation thereof duly
made, yet Congress must legislate to carry the amendment into effect, and there-
fore slavery is not dead in Kentucky. Others cling to the old barbaiism with
tenacity, claiming that the government must pay Kentucky for her emancipated
glaves, There are few public journals in the State which afford great comfort
to the malcontents, but the majority of the people of Kentucky hail the dawn
of universal liberty, and welcome the agency of the burcau in adjusting the new
relations arising from the total abolition of slavery. 1 have succeeded in ob-
taining the services of many first-class judicious popular citizens to act as super-
intendents at the important points. The ¢« Blue Grass” region is in the best of
hands. General Hay, at Hopkinsville, was a bad failure. He has been re-
moved. I have consulted General Palmer in the appointment of cvery agent.
I return to Kentucky on the 10th instant, by invitation of the governor, and
shall meet the principal planters of the State at Frankfort, in convention, on
the 11th. I hope to do good unto them, and make the bureau a blessing to all
Kentucky.

With great respeet, your obedient servant,
CLINTON B. FISK,
Brevet Bajor Gencral, Assistant Commissioner.
Major General HowaRrbp,
Commissioner, §e., Washington, D. C

—————

[Circular No. 10.]

Bureau REFUGEES, I'REEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
- e Srares oF KENTUCKY AND ‘EENNESSEE,
Assistant Commissioner’s Office, Nashville, Tenn., Dec. 26, 1865.

The ratification of the constitutional amendment forever abolishing and pro-
hibiting slavery in the United States, having been officially announced to the
country by proclamation of the Seeretary of State, dated December 18, 1865, this
bureau extends its supervision over persons recently Lield as slaves in Kentucky.

On the basis of impartial justice this bureau will promote industry, and aid in
permanently establishing peace and securing prosperity in the State.

Agencies of the bureau will be established at points easy of access, and while
superintendents will be cautioned againgt supervising too much, the fair adjust-
ment of the labor question will receive their earnest attention, They will see
that contracts are equitable and their inviolability enforced upon both parties.

No fixed rates of wages will be prescribed by the bureau, nor will any com-
munity or combination of people be permitted to fix rates.  Laber must be free
to compets with other commodities in an open market.

Parties ean make any trade or agreement that is satisfactory to themselves ;
and o long as advantage is not taken of the ignorance of the freed people, to
deprive them of a fair and reasonable compensation for their labor, either in
stipulated wages or a sharc of the products, there will be no interference.
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Until the cnactinent and enforcement of State laws guaranteeing to the freed-
men ample protection in person and property, freedmen’s courts w.ll be estab-
lished for the adjudication of cases in which they are involved.

The assistant commissioner earnestly invites the cordial and hearty co opera-
tion of the civil authorities, aud of all good citizens of Kentucky, in the import-
ant work of adjusting the new rclations arising from the total abolition of

- slavery.
CLINTON B. I'ISK,

Brevet Major General, A sistant (ommissioner.

HEADQUATERS DePARTMENT 0oF TENNESSEE,
Louiscille, December 27, 1865.

The foregoing circular of Brevet Major General C. B. Fisk, assistant commis-
sioner, meets my cordial approval, Loth in its spirit and in its excellent sugges-

tions. )
JOHN M. PALMER,
Major General, Commanding.

Bureau REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
STATES OF KENTUCKY AND TENNESSER,
Assistant Commissioner’s Qffice, Nasheille, Tenn., December 26, 1865.
Freedmen of Kentucky :

The Constitution of the United States has been so amended that hereafter
no one can be held as a slave anywhere in the country, except in punizhment
for crime.  All the colored people, therefore, in the State of Kentucky, ave free,
and your friend, the assistant commissioner of the Ireedmen’s Bureau, desires to
address you a few plain words :

1. First of all, you should be grateful to your Heavenly Father, who has
broken your bonds and conferred upon you the inestimable boon of freedom.

2. You should recognize your high obligations to the federal government,
which, in its mighty struggle with the great rebellion and in its triumph, has
been true to the interests of freecdom, and has fulfilled its pledges to the oppressed.

3. You thould love Kentucky, for it is a noble old State—your native State,
your home and the home of your childr:n, and now a free State.

4. 1 advise you to remain in your oid homes, and that you enter into good
contracts with your former owners and masters.  You have been associated with
them for many years; you are bound to the old howme by many ties, and most
of you I trust will be able to get on as well with your late masters as with any
one clse. If your former owners will not inuke good contracts with yon—giving
you good wages, or a share of the crop-—you will have a pertect right to go
where you can do better.

5. Let me warn you specinlly against flocking into the towns and cities.
There are too many people in the towns and cities already. Hundreds, unless
they speedily remove to the country, will, I fear, fall victims of pestilence.
The small-pox is now prevalent, and in a few weeks the cholera may be among
us. In the crowded cities you will wear your lives away in a constant strug-
gle to pay high rent for miserable dwellings and scanty allowances of food.
Many of your children, I greatly fear, will be found wandering through the
streets as vagrants—plunging into the worst of vices, and filling the woirkhouses
and jails. By all mcans scek healthy homes in the country.

6. Now that you are frec and will enjoy the fruits of your own industry,
enter upon your new life with a hearty will. You begin it with little besides
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your hands, but by patient industry and economy you may soon earn and save
enough money to purchase a home of your own, and to furnish it with many of
the comforts of life.

7 Let each man turn his heart and his thoughts toward providing a good
home for his wife and children, and to aid in the care of his aged and dependent
parents; carefully guard and keep sacred the marringe relation; be lawfully
woldded: * taking up with each other” i3 an abominable practice, and must
perish with the institution which gave it birth. ‘

8. Early attention should be g ven to the education of your children. Pur-
chiase books for them, and employ good teachers. You have numerous friends
in the country who will aid you in the establishment of schools. Be resolved
that all your children shall be taught reading, writing, and arithmetie.

9. lLet the past be foigotten. I'reat all men with respect; avoid disputes;
demonstrate to Kentueky and to the world, by your faithful observance of the
laws, by your sobricty and good morals, and by your thrift, that you are not
only qualified for the precious blessing of freedom, but for the high and
responsible duties of citizeny of the C ymmonwealth,

10. Until the enactment and enforcement of Stute laws giving you full pro-
tection in person and property, impartial justice will be secured to you by the

strong arm of the national government.
CLINTON B. FISK,

Brevet Major General, Assistant Comamissioner.

No. 2.

Burrkau REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
Starks oF KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE,
Assistan' Commissioner’s Office, Nashville, Tenn., January 23, 1866.

GENERAL: Kentucky—1T have the honor to report progress in the State of
Kentucky. where, tor the last two weeks, I have devoted myself to the establish-
ment of agevcies and an inspection of the condition of the freedmen. I spent
five days at Frankfort, the State capital, where I mingled freely with the mem-
bers of the legislature.  On the 11th instant I was present at a convention of
the most prominent agricvlturists of the State. I declined taking any part,
publicly, in said convention, but met the State agricultural board in private ses-
sion. 1 had very satisfactory interviews with them and other leading planters
in the State. I convened the freedmen in large numbers at Frankfort, Lex-
ington, and other points, and culightened them as well as 1 could in reference
to their new relations, their duties, and obligations.

I have made forty-oune (41) appointments in the State; all of them are citizens
exeepting three, 1 selected the best men I could find for the positions. I con-
sulted the governor of the State, the department commander, senators, repre-
sentatives, and the freedmen,  In many instances our superintendent is the
county judge. Hon, William I’ Thomasson, our superintendent at Louisville,
ix o old citizen, of good solid character, age, experience, heart, conscience, faith,
and courage.  Ile was formerly in Congress, and is an able lawyer. e will,
in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, discharge his duty fearlessly.

On the part of many of the politicians in Kentucky there is a bitter opposi-
tion to the bureau  Governor Bramlette is most cordial in his expressed ap-
proval of my official action, and, 1 think, carnest in liis desire that the assembly
so legislate as to give to the ficedmen impartial justice. A majority of the .
legislators officiall, denounce the bureau, and pronounce its presence in Ken-
tucky a usurpation of power, and the act of Congress by which it was estab-
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lished unconstitutional. Just now there is at Frankfort a heated canvass for a
United States senatorship in progress. Candidates for the position vie with
each other in denouncing the Freedmen’s Burean. Men who have fought gal-
lantly for the honor of their country’s flag are willing to purchase promotion to
the United States Senate at the expense of justice to thirty thousand of their
fellow-citizens and fellow-soldiers too. The legislature makes no progress in
the enactment of laws applicable to the new condition of things, but' lengthy
resolutions denunciatory of' the bureau, and requesting the President to imme-
diately withdraw the odious institution from the State, are discussed in pro-
tracted debate, and voted upon affirmatively with astonishing unanimity.
Neither myself nor any of my subordinates are accused of much wrong-doing.
We are even complimented as being just and couservative gentlemen ; but the
Freedmen’s Bureau and cvery soldier of the United States must be immediately
removed from Kentucky to prevent erritation, &ec. If all the States were to so
solemnly protest against the presence of United States troops within their bor-
ders, and the country should think best to gratify the clamor for immediate and
entire removal that we hear from so many States, the government wounld neces-
sarily be compelled to rent a parcel of ground in Canada on which to erect bar-
racks for the accommodatica of its withdrawn troops.

I assure you that in no portion of the country is this burean more a positive
necessity than in many counties of Kentucky, and for the sake of the nation’s
plighted faith to her wards, the freedmen, and, in behalf of humanity and justice,
I implore you and the President to listen to no request for its withdrawal from
the State until the civil authorities in the enforcement of impartial laws shall
amply protect the persons and property of those for whose protection and de-
fence this bureau is set.

I saw with my own eyes our fellow-soldiers, yet clad in the uniform of their
country’s army, fresh from their muster out of service, who within the last ten
days were the victims of fiendish atrocity fromn the hands of their former mas-
ters in Kentucky, ‘T'hese returned soldiers had been to their old homes for
their wives and children, and had for this offence been knocked down, whipped,
and horribly bruised, and threatened with skooting, should they ever dare to
set their feet on the premises of the old master again and intimate that their
families were frec.  On the very day last week that Garrett Davis was engaged
in denouncing the Freedmen’s Bureau in the United States Senate, his own
neighbors, who had fought gallantly in the Union army, were pleading with
myself for the protection which the civil authorities of Kentucky fail to afford.
The civil law prohibits the colored man from bearing arms; returned soldiers
are by the civil officers dispossessed of their arms, and fined for violation of
the law,

I would not be understood as representing all Kentucky as in resistance to
frecedom and justice—Dby no means. A large majority of her citizens will say
they disapprove of this outrageous conduet, but they do nothing towards bring-
ing the perpetrators of the erimes of brutality to justice. 'I'he mass of the peo-
ple are passive in the presence of these great wrongs.

The treedmen of Ientucky are desirous of remaining in the State if they are
permitted to do so on just terms. They are staying at their old homes mar-
vellously well; but few comparatively have removed to the cities and towns.

The colored refugee home at Camp Nelson is rapidly closing out. I have
about four hundred persons on my hands at that point now, and they are a
precious lot of octogenarians, cripples, orphans, &ec. I have received requests
from several officials to take from their counties and provide for all the aged,
infirm, sick, and orphans. 'I'he bureau is a good thing when burdens are to be
borne. It is odious when it enforces justice.

I shall continuc to conduct the bureaw’s affairs in Kentucky with as much
prudence as possible, and hope to make its presence a blessing to the State.
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I enclose herewith copics of two letters just reccived froiu Meade county.
Mr. Stewart is circuit jufyge. It would, I fear, do great harm were the bureau
to be withdrawn from any portion of the country where slavery has ceased to
exist, as the result of the war, until the people shall have had ample time under
the guardianship of the government to adjust.their new relations on the basis
of impartial justice to all men.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CLINTON B. FISK,
Brevet Major General, Assistant Commissioner.
Major General Howarp,
Commassioner, §c., Washington, D. C.

Memorandum of report of General Fisk of January 23, 1866.

Kentucky.~—Has spent two weeks in examining affairs in this State, and
mingled freely with the members of the legislature and the prominent planters,
and convened the freedmen together at various places, when he addressed them
in regard to their new relations, Ias made forty-one appointments in the
State; all citizens but three. Has consulted the governor, department com-
mander, senators, representatives, and freedmen. Selected Mi. Thomasson, a
firm, honest, capable man, for Louisville. Governor Bramlette is in favor of the
burcau, but the mass are bitterly opposed to it and clamorous for its withdrawal,
denouncing the act creating it as unconstitutional. This is probably caused by
the fact that they are now canvassing for United States senatorship. If all the
States were so clamorous for removal of United States troops, and their wishes
gratified, ground would have to be rented in Canada for barracks.

In no portion of the country is the bureau more necessary thanin some parts
of Kentucky, and General Fisk implores the President and Commissioner to
listen to no request for withdrawal till impartial laws are made. Soldiers of
United States colored troops are beaten, whipped, &c., and threatened with
shooting for going to their old homes for their families. On the day that Garrett
Davis was pleading for the withdrawal of the burcau from Kentucky his neigh-
bors, lately United States soldiers, were pleading with General Fisk for its con-
tinuance. By civil law they are deprived of their arms and fined for carrying
them, Those citizens of Kentucky who are not openly aganst the burcau are
passive, and allow outrages to go unpunished. : :

Camp Nelson is nearly closed. Has been requested by several county offi-
cials to provide for all their aged, cripples, sick, and orphans. The burcau is a
good thing to bear burdens, but to enforce justice is odious.

Enclosed letters from J. Stewart and W. F. Denton relative to the riotous
proceedings of the late rebels towards freedmen at Meadeville, Kentucky, where
not even the former owners of negroes are allowed to hire them. T

BranpexpuraH, KY., December 29, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that the freedmen of this county have
been grossly imposed on by former rebel owners.  Whether they are rebels at
present is for you to judge upon the information given me by the freedmen.
I will state one circumstance, given me by Mr. Patterson, a member of company
K, 118th United States colored infantry. He was honorably discharged the
service on the 16th day of September, 1865. He came to this place and sent
to the country for his wife and children. 'I'heir former owner, Shacklett, of
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rebel notoriety, refused to give them up to their father and husband, and notifies
the soldier if he comes on his lands for the purpose of getting them he will
shoot him. He has not got them yet. Please inform me what course should be
pursued in regard to the freedmen. We have no agent for the Freedmen’s
Bureau at this place. The disposition of the would-be rebels is to persccute the
frecdmen to the utmost extent.

Sir, another thing I wish to call to your attention is the oppression of returned
Union soldiers. On the 18th of December, 1865, a Union soldier, formerly of
the 17th Kentucky cavalry, came to this place, and was grossly beaten by a former
rcbel soldier (guerilla) and his friends ; reason, that he had set negroes across the
Ohio river. He was beaten for obeying an order issued by you to his officer
and by his captain to him. The civil authorities have taken no notice of the
disgraceful riot on the Sabbath. Such things have occurred on several occa-
sions. The civil law here is in the hands of the rebels.

For character 1 refer you to Colonel k. W, Crittenden, United States army;
Golonel James 'I'. Bramlette, inspector general of Kentucky.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servaut,
W. F. DENTON,
Former Licut. 12th Kentucky cavalry.
Major General PALMER.

BranpexsuraH, Ky., January 4, 1866.

I wrote some sort of letter to General Palmer. I was up there, having just
come out of a scrimmage. 1 now can state to you more circumstantially matters
that lie within your jurisdiction. There is a place about nine miles from this
called Mcadeville, formerly a guerilla headquarters, At that place there haa
been a reign of terror for two weeks, The pretence of the rascals concerned in it
is to expel all the freedmen. They have made the declaration that no one shall
hire a negro, not ¢ven the former owners of them. One man’s houses were
burned some days ago on the faith of a rumor that he was about to hire his
former slaves and put them there to live.

The family of a certain John Blant Shacklett, together with a Jesse Murray
Shacklett and Bill Shacklett, attempted to carry out their purpose herc day
before yesterday. They, with cocked pistols, paraded several negroes about
the street, and went in search of some vho had been in the army, and would
undoubtedly have killed them if they had been found. Some of us (very few)
went into business about this point, and they were soon cleancd out, two being
badly wounded.

I learn that yesterday they were agsembled in force at Meadeville. No pro-
cess of law can be served upon them. Now, what are we to do? I cannot
undertake the business, for I have been thumped to death nearly heretofore.

Pleaze inform me what may be looked for at once.

Obediently, &ec.,
J. STEWART.

General Fisk,

I just hear that yesterday at Meadeville a certain Mayor Harrison proclaimed
that any onc who hired a negro deserved to hang, and should be hung. This
is a fcllow they had charged as a spy, and I unfortunately lent a hand in getting
him clear. 1t is certain that he went to pilot Berry and his gang through here
last fall, and ought to be had up for that,
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No. 3.

Brreau REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
STATES 0F KENTUCKY AND 'TENNESSEE,
Assistant Commissoner's Office, Nushville, Tenn., February 14, 1866.

GENERAL : Kentucky.—~—1I regret that I am unable to report the bureau affuirs
progressing as smoothly in Kentucky as in P'énnessee, -

The freedmen of the State are very generally disposed to enter into labor
contracts for wages or a share of the ¢rop, and most of them prefer remaining
in their own State to emigration elsewhere,  On the part of a large majority of
the whites, I believe there is an honest desire to adjust on a fair basis the new
relations arising from the abolition of slavery, but the bureau is not a popular
institution with them. They regard its presence among them as unauthorized—
denounce its officials as usurpers aud despots, and clamor for its immediate re-
moval from the State.

In obedience to orders, immediately upon the ratification of the constitutional
amendment forever abolishing and prohibiting slavery, 1 extended over the
more than two hundred thousand (200,000) freedmen of Kentucky the super-
vision of this burcau, and appointed agents in a few counties only.  Superin-
tendents were selected from the citizens, and appointed upon the recommem‘ation
of the best men I could consult. The Kentucky legislature has, by numerous
resolutions, called upon government to remove the bureau from the State—
propositions to forever disqualify auy citizen from holding an oflice in the State
who might act as an agent of this bureau, were introduced and discussed. The
ofiicial State paper (Louisville Democerat) has declared that, by the ratification
of the constitutional amendment, the slavery question has become more unsettled
than ever, and mauny of its readers bulieving its doctrines, pratice accordingly,
and still hold freedmen as slaves  Thesc influences in opposition to frecgom
have rendered it diflicult to cowluct the b.areau affiirs in Ksotucky with that
harmony and etliciency which have clsewhere produced good results.

"More than twenty-five thousand colored men of Kentucky have been soldiers
in the army of the Union. Many of them were enlisted against the wishes of
their masters, and now, after having faithfully served their country, and been
houorably mustered out of its service, and return to their old homes, they are
not met with joyous weleome, and grateful words tor their devotion to the Union,
but in many iustances ave scourged, bewlen, shot at, and drivei from their homes
and families. Their arms are taken trom themn by the civil authorities, and con-
fiscated for the benefit of the Commonwealth.  T'he Union soldier is fiued for
bearing arms, "Thus the right of the people to keep and bear arms as provided
in the Constitution is infringed, and the government for whose protection and
preservation these soldiers have fought is denounced as meddlesome and despotic
when through its agents it undert.kes to proteet its citizens in o constitutional
right.  Kentuckians who followed the fortunes of John Morgan, and did all in
their power to destroy the nation, go loaded down with pistols and kuives, and
are sclected as candidates for high positions of honor and trust in the State.
‘The loyal soldier is arrested and punizhed for bringing into the State the arms
lie has borne in battle for his country.

That you may have a bird’s-eye view of the protection afforded the freedmen
of Kentucky by the civil law and authorities, 1 have the honor to invite your
attention to the following extracts from communications received from our cor-
respondents in that State,

C. P. Oyler, of Covington, writes as follows

“Jordan Finney and family (freedmen) lived in Walton, Kentucky ; they
owned a comfortable home. T'wo of the daughters were wives of colored
soldiers, and lived with him. Returned rchel soldiers hereinafter named com-
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bined to drive this family from the State. They attacked the house three times,
abused the women and children, destrayed all their clothing, bedding, and fur-
niture to the value of five hundred dollurs, ($500,) and finally drove them from
their homes. The names of the perpetrators, so far as known, are Allen Arnold,
John Arnold, Franklin Yowell, Woodford ¥ry, L. Snow and Robert Edwards;
all live in Walton, Kentucky. An attempt was made to bring these parties to
justice, but it failed, as colored testimony could not be received. 'T'his same man
Finney bas a daughter held as a slave by Mr. Widen Sheet, of Boone county,
whom he values at one thousand dollars ($1,000.) Sixteen armned men resisted
Mr. Finney and an expressman when they went for the girl, and beat them
cruelly with clubs and stones.”

“ An old colored man, named Baxter, was shot and killed by James Roberts,
for refusing to let Roberts in his house. The civil authorities will neither arrest
nor, punish said Roberts, as there is no teatimony except of colored persons.”
(Reported by Thomas Rice, Richmond, Kentucky.)

¢ Lindsley Taylor, of Richmond, stabbed a negro on the 30th of January,
for no cause save that the negro did not wish said Lindsley to search his house.
The civil authorities tried T'aylor and acquitted him.” (Reported by Thomas
Rice, superintendent.)

L. L. Pinkecton, superintendent of Fayette county, at Lexington, reports
that, “in hie and the opinion of all whom he has consulted, the freedmen can-
not receive their just rights without a considerable military force.”

C. . Oyler Covington, writes : “The civil ofticers, after the late action of the
Kentucky legislature in regard to the Freedmen’s Bureau, refused to co-operate
with me, and manifest a dispogition to drive the bureau out of the State. 1t will
be impossible to sceure to freedmen their just vights without the aid of a military
force.  Colored people are driven from their homes and their houses burned.”

William Goodloe writes: “The countics of Boyle, Lincoln, and Mercer are
infested with guerilln bands. Outrages are mostly eemmitted upon colored
persons. The evidence of colored persons is not taken in court. 1 am power-
less to accomplish anything without soldiers.”

“Peter Branford, a returned colored soldier, in Mercer county, was shot by
James Poore, a white man, without cause or provocation,”

Judge Samucl A. Spencer, of Green county, writes: “ A great many colored
men are beateu, their lives threatened, and they refused the privilege of return-
ing home because they have heen in the army. 1 canmot aceept the ageney on
account of the action of the Kentucky legislature,”

L. P. Asheraft, of Mcade county, writes : * Richard, William, Jesse, and John
Shacklett and Martin T'aylor, returned rebel soldiers, have on different occa-
sions attacked negroes with fire-arms, and say they intend no d—d niggers
shall live on this side the Ohio.”  “'I'he civil authorities are powerless.”

R. W. Thing, of Warren county, writes: « An old negro was killed by gun-
shot while attempting to run from a white boy cighteen ycars of age, to cscape
a whipping.”

“A frecdman was attacked in his cabin and ghot. He and his wife ran to
the woods, with bullets flying thick and fast around them from five or six
revolvers, the woman escaping with her life by tearing off- her chemise while
running, thereby presenting a darker-colored mark.”

“ A woman was stabbed by a white womnn in the neek, the knife penctrating
the windpipe, for giving water to a Union soldier in a tumbler.”

“ A woman and her son were horribly cut and mangled with the lash and
then hung by the neck until so nearly dead that water had to be thrown in
their faces to revive them to make them acknowledge that they had set a house
on fire.” :

“A woman received a gevere cut in the head from a club in the hands of a
man, who drove her from her hume because her husband had joined the army.”
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«There are several casod of robbery of colored persons by returned rebels in
uniform, in Russellville, Kentucky. The town marshal takes all arms from
returned colored soldiers, and i3 very prompt in shooting the blacks whenever
an opportunity occurs.”

«]I have a case in hand to-day where a white man knocked down an old man
cighty years of age, because he asked for and urged the necessity of his pay for
cutting eight cords of wood.”

#'I'here has been a large nnmber of cases of women and children being driven
from home on account of their husbands enlisting.”

“It is dangerous for colored people to go into Logan, Todd, Barren, and the
north part of Warren counties, after their children.”

“A freedman’s wife left her former master and came to livé with him, (her
husband.) She was followed and shot at.”

«A furloughed soldier of the 12th United States colored artillery was mur-
dered at Auburn, Kentucky, while sitting on his bed. The civil authorities do
nothing in the case.”

“ An old freedman in Allen county wasshot and killed hecause he would not
allow himself to be whipped by a young man.”

“ Major Lawrence, of the 17th Kentucky cavalry, reports that a negro was
shot in one of the streets of Russellville last night. No cause whatever for i.
Several negroes came to me to know what they should do, saying they had been
robbed by a party of men wearing the Confederate States uniform. 'I'he judges
and justices of the peace in almost every instance are rebels of very strong
prejudices, who will not even take notice of the most hideous outrages, and if a
case is turned over to them they will not administer justice. 'I'he action of the
courts in southern Kentucky indicates that the day is fur distunt when a negro
can secure justice at the hands of the civil law,”

“In Grant county a band of outlaws, styling themselves moderators,” made
an attack upon the colored citizens for the purpose of driving them from the
State.  I'hey went late in the night to their homes, took them from their beds,
stripped and whipped them until they were unable to walk.”

Colonel William P. 'Thomasson, of Louisville, Kentucky, writes that “out-
rages and wrongs upon freedmen are numerous, cspecially upon returned
coloved soldiers. A few nights since a colored soldier just mustered out, with
his money in his pocket and a new suit of clothes on his back, was waiting for
the cars at Deposit slation, a few miles from Louisville; four or five young
rowdies of the place set upon him to rob him. He was a light-colored man, and
once of the robbers said to his fellows, ¢ He is a white man; let him alone.” A
dispute arose as to his color, and he was taken into a grocery, a lamp was lit,
and the question of his color settled.  He was then robbed of his money, arms,
and elothing, was stripped to his shirt, and told to run, Ile did run, and was
shot at while escaping, and the shot took effect in his hand.”

I am in daily receipt of similar reports from our superintendents, judges,
sheriffs, and military officers.  Some of the writers dare not be known as
giving this information, fearing assassination as the consequence.

For narrating at a freedmen’s commission auniversary meeting in Cincinnati,
on the 18th ultimo, what I had myselt seen of brutalities in the * Blue Grass,” I
have been denounced in the Kentucky legislature as a liar and slanderer. A
committee has been appointed to investigate the matter. I have furnished them
the numes of witnesses, and requested that their powers be enlarged, and they
auihorized to investigate the condition of the freedmen throughout the State;
but 1 have good reason for believing that the committee will simply make a
report that General Iisk is a great liar, and should be removed from office, &e.
It is well to remember that n more select number of vindietive, pro-slavery,
rebeliious legislators cannot be found than the majority of the Kentucky legis-
lature.  "The President of the United States was deunounced in the senate as a
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* .
worse traitor than Jefferson Davis, and that, too, before the burcau tempest had
reached them.

"The entire opposition is political, a warfare waged against loyalty, freedom,
and justice.

I have endeavored to administer the affairs of the bureau in Kentucky pre-
cisely as in T'ennessee; have studied to be conciliatory in every particular and
not to interfere in the least with the civil affairs of the State, except my duties
and orders imperatively demanded it. As yet, the legislature have enacted no
laws seeuring impartial liberty and right, and I very much fear they will not at
this session. The late letter of Major General Palmer, on Kentucky affairs, is
truthful and candid. I wish her good people would heed his counsel, and her
lawmakers follow his wise suggestions,

There are many old, infirm, and sick, and orphans; in Kentucky, who have
been thrown upon the government for support. Rations were issued to this class
in December at a cost of four thousand nine hundred and ninety-threeand fifty-six
one-hundreths dollars ($4,993,%%)—ecight-fold the cost of sustaining the same
class of persons in T'enncssee the same month., In the latter State the people
have much more gencrously treated the unfortunate freedmen, especially the
families of fallen soldiers, than have the Kentuckians ; hence the cause of the in-
creased cxpense to the government of providing for the destitute freedmen,
Fivery effort is being made to secure homes for the widows and orphans in other
States. A large number have been kindly received and provided for in Ohio
and Indiana. The * Western Freedmen’s Aid Commission’ have rendered me
valuable service in locating this class in comfortable permanent homes.

In making this extended report of Kentucky affuirs I wish nothing to ‘“ex-
tenuate or aught set down in malice” It is best that you understand the case
ully. T rejoice that there are so many persons in the State who treat the freedmen
Justly and generously. Outlaws in different sections of the State, encouraged
by the pro-slavery press, which daily denounces the government and its officials,
make brutal attacks and raids upon the freedmen, who are defenceless, for the
civil law-officers disarm the colored man and hand him over to armed marau-
ders. In neither Tennesgee, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, nor Arkansas, where
I have had an opportunity of observation, does there such a fiendish spirit pre-
vail as in some portions of Kentucky. I trust that cre long -the better portion
of the people will rige in their indignation and demand that justice be done to
all the citizens of the State.

It has fallen to my lot to officially stand by the death-bed of slavery in the
United States, Kentucky’s throes are but the aspiring agonies of the great
harbarism.

I trust the government will insist upon strict justice for every man, woman,
and child who through the Red sea of civil strife has marched from slavery to
freedom,

I will try to do my whole duty regardless of denunciations, jeers, and threats
of ussagsination. I will give cheerful heed to your admonitions and counsels.

While T remain in this position I desire the power to protect the poor, the
wenk, and the ignorant, who confidently look to this bureau for the protection
which the State, madé rich by their unrequited toil, yet fails to afford them,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' CLINTON B. FISK,
Brevet Major (leneral, and Assistant Commissioner.
Major General Howarb,
Commissioner, &:., Washington, D. C.
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. No. 4.

Bureau REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
STATES OF KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE,
Assistant Commissioner’s Office, Nashville, Tenn., February 14, 1866.

GeNEKAL: Tennessee—I have the honor to report continued improvement
in our burcau affairs in Tennessee. In industry, education, good order, and
justice, there is steady advancement. There are but few able-bodied idle freed-
men in the State. The emigration from town and city to plantations in the
country has been large. Our superintendents, chosen generally from the citi-
zens, have earncstly and successfully labored to place the freedmen in good
homes, at fair vrages, or for a share of the crop raised. ,

There are in the State but few dependents, to whom government rations are
issued. 'T'he cost of subsistence furnished by the government in the month of
December to the aged, infirm, orphang, and sick in the entire State, was only
six hundred and twenty dollars and twenty-eight cents ($620 28.)

Organizations among the frcedmen themselves, for the relief of their own
poor, have rendered valuable service. The ¢« Nashville Proyident Association,”
a society conducted by the colored people of that city, has its coal and wood
depots, soup-house, physician, &e. This society relieves the suffering poor
without distinction of color, and its daily reports exhibit that a greater number
of white than of colored persons are its beneficiaries ; many widows and orphans
whoge husbands and fathere fell fighting to perpetuate slavery, have been fed
and warmed through the kindly offices of the ¥reedmen’s Association for the Re-
lief of the Poor. Various benevolent societies of the northern States, through
their agents and teachers, have contributed largely to the personal relief of t%xe
suffering. The legislature has, by recent enactment, adwitted colored persons
to the rights of suitor and witness in the courts of the State, and the law will
become operative at an carly date.

Through the rich agricultaral districts preparations are being made for vigor-
ous industry the present year; fences are being rebuilt, plantations stocked with
teams, implements, and secds, and a determination manifested generally to re-
deem the waste places, repair the desolations of war, and again place the Com-
monwealth on the high road to prosperity. It shall be my constant aim to so
conduct the affairs of this burcau as to aid in the good work of complete restora-
tion and substantial progress.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

CLINTON B. FISK,
Brevet Major General, Assistant Commissioner.
Major General HowaRrv,
Commissioner, §c., Wushington, D. C.

Bureav o REFUGEES, 'REEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
Headguarters Ass’t Com’r, State of North Carolina,
Raleigh, N. C., January 15, 1866.
GENERAL: T have the honor to transmit herewith my report of the various
operations of this burcau for the quarter ending December 31, 1865. The fig-
ures and facts speak so plainly for themselves that I need add but very few
remarks. Defective as our organization is, in some respects, hampered by its
dependence upon, and subjection to, other branches of the War Department ;
yet having got established and its machinery put in motion, it is doing its work
with vigor and success. Many changes among my subordinate officers have
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been caused by the muster out of their regiments, but the losfes sustained have
been partially compensated by details from the Veteran Reserve Corps. My
efforts to sccure the services of citizens as agents of the bureau have not met
with success, Immediately after your visit here in October, I addressed a note
to cach member of the constitutional convention, requesting him to give me the
name of gome suitable person in his own county to be appointed to this office.
But though so many promised to you their hearty co-operation in organizing
this agency, not oue replied to my request. I have, bowever, by other means,
found a few who were willing to accept the position, and some of them have
done good service; others have proved unfit for the duties required, not being
able to comprehend that a negro can be a free man, or can have any rights
which a white man is bound to respect. My experience so far is against the

- appointment of any other than military officers.  Even these, after being mus-
tercd out, arc not as cfficient as when in the military service; they fail to com-
mand respect ; they do not inspire the freedmen with confidence.

As the year has drawn to a close, all the officers of the bureau have been busy
settling up claims for labor during the past season. The old story has been re-
peated thousands of times: no definite bargain made, no wages promised; but,
“ Massa said stay till the crop is made and he would do what was right;” on
that point, “ what is right,” arises the dispute. But when the parties can be
brought together and all the facts heard, it is in most cases easy to make a satis-
factory decision. Captain Evans reported that as many as one hundred and fifty
claims and difficulties of this kind were brought before him, in Warren county,
at the close of the year. So long as these claims and questions of wages were
unsettled, it was natural that the freedmen should refuse to enter into any new
contracts for another year. They wanted a little experience to give them faith,
And it gives me great pleasure to state that in a large majority of cases a fair
scttlement has been effected. I have put the question to officers in all parts of
the State, “ How large a proportion of the white people are willing to treat the
negroes with fairness?”’ The answer is, ¢ I'rom three-fourths to four-fifths.”
T'he other fourth or fifth would oppress them and defraud them, if permitted ;
perhaps a larger proportion might show a disposition to do this were it not for
the restraining presence of a military force. One sitting a few days in one of
our offices and listening to complaints, from morning till night, might suppose
that the whole laboring population was unsettled. But such is not the case; the
great mass have made their bargains for the coming year, and trains are seen
moving from the towns to the farming districts, So generally have the frecd-
men gought employment, and obtained it, that the demands for laborers cannot
be easily supplied. If, in some instances, they leave their employers, it is no
more than we should expect, and often it will not be difficult to discover a good
reason. By an arrangement with L. B. Olds & Co., land agents, I have an in-
telligence office in nearly every county.

"I'he expectation that lands would be granted by government—a hope first
kindled by rebel politicians in their efforts «to fire the southern heart,” and
afterwards increased by the confiscation act—has now passed away. All officers
of the burcau discountenanced such hopes, by public addresses and circulars,
widely scattered ; but so fixed had they become before the war closed, that it
was not easy to cradicate them. When, however, Christmas actually passed,
and the year ended without any gifts of the kind, it was admitted that we had
told them the truth, and that they had been deceived by the talk of their former
masters.  So, also, on the other hand, have the idle and conscience-begotten
fears of insurrection passed away ; the holidays have gone by and no outbreaks
have occurred, All admit that a more quiet and orderly Christmas has never
been enjoyed in this region. 'The history of the world may be challenged for
another instance of such good conduet, in similar circumstances, as the freed-
men have thus far maintained. '
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During the quarter thirty-seven (37) cases of violent assault upon freedmen,
or other criminal acts, have been reported to the military authorities for trial,
or such action as might be deemed proper.  Of these thirty-seven cases, the only
ones brought to trial, g0 far as this burcau has information, are those of “ Isaac
and Wiley, frcedmen, of the town of Salisbury, Rowan county,” on the charge
of “larceny,” of which they were found “not guilty,” and discharged. Several
cases reported during the previous quarter have been tried ; among them are—

1. Iimanuel Baxter, (colored:) * Assault with intent to commit rape.” Not
cuilty. :

) 2.):Iolm W. Gorman, (white:) ¢ Assault and battery.” Guilty; fined $50,
and imprisoned thirty days. Fine remitted by reviewing officer.

3 Stephen C. Lee, (white:)  «“Murder.”  Iound guilty, and sentenced to be
hung. Sentence remitted by reviewing officer on the ground that malice was
not proved.

4. Joseph Corpening, (white:) « Assault with intent to kill.””  Found guilty
of “shooting with intent to maim.”  Sentence five hundred dollars’ fine and
ninety days’ imprisonment.

5. George A, Pitts, J. A. Propst, William Ristler, Alfred Sitaker, Thomas
Williford, Gibson Kline, and Dwight Russell, (white:) ¢ Riot and assault and
battery,” Pitts, Propst, Ristler, Willitord, and Sitaker found guilty, fined, and
imprisoned ; Kline and Russell acquitted

6. Shock, (colored:) * Rape on colored girl.” Finding, guilty ; sentenced
to be hung. Sentence mitigated to one yecar’s hard labor.

7. Mouroc Davis, (white:) ¢ Riot and assault and battery.” Guilty, and
imprisoned four months, :

S. Privates Bloom, Shannon, and Lims, 128th Indiana volunteers: ¢ Assault
upon freedmen, &e.”  Guilty, and sentenced to loss of six months’ pay.

9. Henry Brown, (colored:) «Theft.” Guilty, and imprisoned two months.

10, Guion Earp, (white:) *Maltreatment of freedman, and assault and bat-
tery.” Guilty ; sentenced to hard labor on putlic works two years.

Some of the cases reported during the last quarter are as follows :

1. Willis . Moore, charged with the murder of a colored man.

2. Reddick Kearney and others, Pitt, county. Riot and murder of two freed-
men.

3. Magistrates of Brunswick county sentenced two colored men to be sold
into servitude for five years. This case was acled upan promptly by General
Crook, and tie freedmen released. '

Contrary to my fears as expressed in a former report, there is no increase of
dependents as winter advances,  The vations issued have steadily diminished,

The demands for clothing have been great, but the supplies now on hand
from the quartermaster’s department are ample for men and boys. It is more
difficult to furnish what is nceded by women and children. There are many
cascs of great destitution among whites, which I should be glad to relieve; but
as they are not “loyal refugees,” they do not come within my jurisdiction.

While there has been a decrease of dependents there has been a gratifying
increase of schools and of pupils attending them, as will be seen in the admirably
prepared report of Mr., ¥. A. Fiske, superintendent of schools, showing that
though the novelty of the privilege of learning is now gone, the interest of the
people in the education of their children has not abated. In some instances
planters have established schools for their employés, as a means of promoting
good order and contentment. It is also very gratifying to see a few churches
organizing Sabbath schools for colored children. 'The Baptist church in this
city sctting a noble example, has already a large freedmen’s Sabbath school in
successful operation. -

By means of the apprenticeship system, comfortable homes have been pro-
vided for a large number of orphans and other destitute children, The system
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is popular, but I am very suspicious of it. The practice of binding out children
is dangerous, inusmuch as it fosters the old ideas of compulsory labor and de-
pegdence. Still, with proper safeguards, it may be useful as a temporary ex-
pedient.

Under the direction of Surgeon Hogan, the hospital department is now well
organized. His report exhibits fully the sanitary condition of freedmen, and
the means used for the relief of the sick.

In the land reports forwarded herewith will be found a complete list of all
farms and town lota restored, with their estimated value, and another list of those
remaining in the possession of the bureau. The lands remaining are of but
little value, and will afford but small revenue. But the balance in the treasury
will pay current expenses, until it shall be determined by Congress whether the
bureau is to be continued or not; and if so, by what means it shall live.

For convenience of rveference, I present the principal facts gathered from the
reports of staff officers and superintendents of districts in the following tabular
form :

Land report.

Aggregate | Estimated
No. No of acres, value.

Farms or plantations restored during the six months

ending December 31, 1805.....ccoivinnnr ... 149 70, 000 $693, 020
Town lots restored during the six months ending Decem-

ber 31, 1865, .o .oe i e 422 |l 1,900, 288
Farms or plantations remaining on hand January I,

L E L 87 13, 650 108, 200
Town lots remaining on hand January 1, 1866.-.... ..., 535 28 PR 100, 000
Stanstics.

Quarter ending Dee, 'Previous quarter, end-

31, 1865, ing Sept. 30, 1865.

Contracts witnessed...... et anea s 327 07
Freedmen employed by contract.......=......... 3,488 1, 847
Schools established....... ..o ool 86 63
Teachers employed ..ooee oo, 119 85
Scholars attending ... ..o il 8, 506 5, 624
Cases of difficulty reported infull................ 325 257
Cases of crime reported for trind. ... ..o .oLo 37 12
Cases not reported in writing........... ... ... : 3,043 Several thousand.
Rations issued......ooiiiemmaicimiennniaeeonn. 333, 834 508, 924
Value of 1ations issued ....... ..o L. .. 873,443 48 $106, 865 11
Hospitals ..o i i 12 14 -
Sielc in hospital.. ..ol il 3,132 5,441
Orphans apprenticed ... ..ol oLl 393 42
Deaths in hospital c..... cooo ool 555 2, 642

Financial report for the quarter ending December 31, 1865,

RECEIPTS.
Balance as per last quarterly report............. $11, 001 48
Tor rents, &c., in October, 1865..... e, 1,241 38
For rents, &e., in November, 1865............. . 2,074 85
Tor rents, &ec., in Deceember, 1865..... eeeeeann 863 88

—— $15,181 59
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EXPENDITURES.
Current expenses in October, 1865.............. $1,767 99
Current expenees in November, 1865............ 2,131 38
Current expenses in December, 1865............ 3,484 06
—_— $7, 383 43
Balance on hand January 1,1866........c..con.... 7,798 16
Very respectfully, E. WHITTLESEY,

Colonel and Assistant Commissioner.
Major General O. O. Howarp, Commissioner.

BurEAv oF REruGEES, F'rREEDMEN, &C.,
HEADQUARTERS AssisTanT COMMISSIONER,
Raleigh, N. C., December 31, 1865,

Ligurenant: I have the honor to submit the following report of the opera-.
tions of the medical department of the bureau for the three months ending on
the 31st day of December, 1865.

On reporting as surgeon-in-chief of the district on September 1, I found that
there were no medical officers on duty with the burean. A request was imme-
diately made to Surgeon Horner, chief of the medical department of the bureau
at Washington, to have surgeons ordercd here, none being obtainable in this
State. While waiting the arrival of medical officers I made an inspection of
the several camps of the castern and southern districts.

‘The following acting assistant surgeons are cmployed under contract, and
paid out of the funds of the bureau :

Assignment of medical officers.

Name, Rank, Assigned, Station.
H. K. Curtis ............ AL A Surgeon ............ Sept. 28,1865 | Beaufort,
J. E. Winants........... A A Surgeon ... .. Oct. 9 1865 | Wilmington,
Louis Masson ........... A A, Surgeon ............ Oct. 14,1865 | Raleigh,
J. K. Fleming ........... A A Surgeon ............ Oct. 14,1865 | Newbern,
AB.Chapmn.... ........ A A Swrgeon ... ..., ..., Oct. 18,1865 | Roanoke island.
D.H. Abbott ......._.... A A, Surgeon v.eno. L.l Qct. 30,1865 | Charlotte.
ScA/Bell ... ... A A Surgeon ... ........ Nov. 23,1865 | Greensboro.

The following regimental officers were detailed to attend the sick and wounded
refugees and freedmen by the medical director of the department:

Name. Rank, I Assigned. Station,
M.F.R. Hoffman......... Surg. 128th Indiana vols...| Nov. 4,1865 | Salisbury.
D, Salisbury............. Asst, Surg, 128thInd’s vols.] Deé, 18,1865 | Morgunton.

Instructions were issued to each surgeon on his assignment to duty to imme-
diately make a requisition for a three months’ supply of medical and hospital
stores for the number of persons under charge of the bureau at his post.

In obedience to these instructions medical stores have been drawn in accord-
ance with Circular No. 5, Standard Supply Table for Refugees and Freedmen,
Surgeon General’s Office, Washington, August 3, 1865, for seven thousand
(7,000) persons, and outfits drawn to establish hospitals for six hundred patients.

Ex. Doc. 27——2 ‘
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Hospitals are now in operation with accommodations for four hundred and sixty-
five (465) paticnts.

Capacity of hospitals established.
Hospital outfit drawn. R
Nog-i(s:g*r;;gglous Small-pox,
Beds. Beds, Beds,
Wilmington...... et teeee et ieeaae e, 100 50 25
Raleigh ... ..o .. 100 75 40
Beaufort....cceeee oot cenn i ieneanan. 100 50 W
Newhern .ooooe it i, 100 1000 Jeeeeeeeano....
Roanokeisland ....... ... . ... .. ... 100 50 eeeeiiaiia....
Charlotte oo eeee oo 5 S O P
Salisbury ..o cvveeii i 25 2 R O
Greensboro'. .. ... .. ... oLl 25 b5 S P
Morganton ....... ccooieiiiea L, 5 T
4 01711 [ 600 465

At Wilmington we have had to use the buildings at Camp Jackson as a hos-
pital until better could be obtained. Those buildings are too small and ill-pro-
portioned, each 12 by 16 feet, to answer the proper requirements of a hospital.
Frequent cfforts have been made since last September to obtain the government
buildings at Camp Lamb, (five buildings, each 100 by 25 feet,) to bave them
converted into a hospital. 'T'he bureau has lately got possession of them through
the district commander at Wilmington, and they arc now being fitted up for
hospital purposes by Brevet Major Mann, assistant quartermaster. At Charlotte
no hospital has as yet been established, owing to our inability to obtain buildings.
An order issued some time ago by the department commander, transferring
government buildings at that point to the bureau, will in a very short time enable us
to open a hospital there. Application was made on the cleventh of the present
month to the department commander for two of the buildings now used as a
United States hospital at Morehead City for hospital purposes for freedmen.
No reply has so far been made to the application.

DISPENSARIES.

Dispensaries have been established at Raleigh, Newbern, and Wilmington,
from which large numbers of poor, both white and colored, reccive medical aid.

REPORT OF SICK AND WOUNDED.
Tabular statement of sick and wounded from October 1 to December 31, 1865.

ok o Lo o e |
3 s 38 g tE [°a |g.
P B 580 IR E | =2
Ll s | sE Se #5828
' ~ . Poerm
Date. | 28| B8 |28 | %8 EE (v, 8| HE
88| mg |22 | 5% 1SZ |88l q¢e
- ~88| £3 - 135 ol 84
=+ 2] =] [ 3= ] 0 0.5 [
i B 3 < 85 ] P2 o8| B =}
Y 2 o e ) [ 3]
= S &= A AR & =
; SR —
October 1 ... . .. ... ........ ©o909 | 1,151 | 1,450 612! 274 19 564
November 1............. s ©h64 911 0 L4757 964 152 10| - 359
December 1....... ..o 3591 1,070 | 1,429 788 | 129 9 512
. , :
Total coveeeiviianannnn ... e ! 3182 ... ... 2,364 | 555 |...o.i]oennn.
H . i
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il |
Average No. of beds, i Average attendance. l Births.
J > H
Months. |- e e No. j’“‘cc"’
| | nations,
Occupied. | Vacant. | Male. l Female. I Male. Female.
P S R
October...{ © 100 ' 151 . 8 12 3 2 488
November. 155 182 ; 10 2 ; 5 6 511
December. 200 02 ! 16 28 ; 7 39 378

On examining the above table of sick and wounded it will be seen that there
were sick, on October 1, two hundred and ninety-nine (299) cases. Taken sick
and treated during the three months, 3,132; total number of cases treated,
3,431 ; discharged from treatment, 2,364 ; died, 555; remaining under treat-
ment at date of this report, 512. T'wo hundred and thirty-four (234) of the
above cases were small-pox.

I proposed, towards the end of last month, to the medical director of the de-
partment, Brevet Licutenant Colonel Coolidge, United States army, that sur-
geons on duty with the bureau, when stationed where there were detachments of
troops unprovided with medical officers, could be ordered to attend them ; re-
questing at the same time that medical officers stationed with troops would, in
return, be ordered to take care of freedmen. This Surgeon Coolidge readily
assented to. As a consequence, the troops stationed on Roanoke island, at
Charlotte, and at Greensboro’, are attended by surgeons employed by the hureau.
The freedmen at Salisbury and Morganton are taken carc of by surgeons be-
longing to the army.

TRANSPORTATION.

Medical officers in some of the sub-districts have, from time to time, found
it very difficult to obtain ambulances, or other transportation, for the use of the
sick, from the quartermaster’s department. To provide against a recurrence of
this inconvenience in future, I would recommend that officers of the bureau
who are qualified to hold such property be instructed to do so, when it is deemed
necessary to the better working of the bureau, as authorized by General Orders
No. 147, Adjutant General’s Office, Washington, October 10, 1865.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. K. HOGAN,
Surgeon U. S. Volunteers, Surgeon-in- Chicf.
¥rep. H. BERCHER,
Licutenant and Acting Assistant Adjulant General.

Official copy :

FRED. H. BEECHER,
Licutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant General.

[ Extract.]
RavLEwsH, Fevruary 26, 1866.

Duar CovoneL : I have not had time to make a collection of papers for you.
The enclosed are from the Raleigh Progress, the most loyal paper in this State,
I think., There is no doubt in my mind about the sentiment of the people. All
(with very few exceptions) hail the veto with delight, but when they find it
does not suspend our operations, nor modify them, they will cool down. T am
not at all disturbed by it, but go right on just as before,

% * * * * * * * * *
Yours {ruly,
L. WHITTLESEY.

Colonel WoobpHULL.
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SPIRIT OF THE MORNING PRESS.

The Standard devotes nearly three columns to extracts from the northern
preas, and comments thercon, concerning the President’s veto message, all of
which only proves that what has been called the democratic or copperhead
press supports the ’resident, while the republican press has broken with him and
adhere to their party and its principles.

Of the message vetoing the Freedmen’s Bureau bill, the Standard says :
“We have carefully read the late message of the President.  We indorse every
word of it. The President has taken a true position in relation to the consti-
tutional power of the government on the subjcct, and so far as the operation of
the measurc vetoed is concerncd, he has shown that it would have been a fruit-
ful source of corruption, and that the patronage which such a measure would
necessarily . have carried with it would have been too great to be placed in the
hands of one man. He is ready and willing to do anything reasonable, just, or
proper to protect the free colored people of the south, but he could not give his
assent to this bill.  'We believe the practical workings of the bill, instead of
benefiting the colored race, would have resulted in their lasting injury.

“Nor is there anything in the veto message of which a Union man can justly
complain. The President simply insisfs on the principle of his plan for restor-
ing the States, and he urges the full almission at this time of no State except
Tenncssce, whose past action has been such as to justify the fullest confidence,
and whose members clect to Congress ~an take the preseribed oath. All that
part of the message relating to the admission of the States turns upon the neces-
gity that the members of Congress presented by them for admission shall be
unmistakably loyal men, or, in other words, ‘representatives whose loyalty can-
not be questioned under any existing constitutional or legal test.

“We have frequently heard the question asked, Will Andrew Johuson stand
firm? There nced be no apprehension on this score. He will devote all his
nerve and all his energies to the restoration of the Union on a just basis, and in
doing this he will not desert the Union men of the south.”

The Sentinel devotes much of its space to the banking question, which is
rather too heavy for our columns. That paper indorses the veto message of the
President in the warmest terms,  The Sentinel says: ¢ We appropriate consid-
erable space to-day to the able message of President Johnson, on returning the
Freedinen’s Bureau bill without his signature.  The document is so marked by
sobriety, clearness of argument and justness of conclusion, and withal so fully
accords with the teachings of the fathers of the republie, that one in reading it al-
most imagines he is listening to the messages of some of the earlier Presidents.
If we do not wholly mistake the temper of the people of the north, the honest
masses everywhere will indorse it,  All honor to Andrew Johnson. The cir-
cumstances under which he takes the step eminently point to him as the man
for the times—indicate a firmness of purpose seldom exhibited, and that he is to
prove the breakwater against the radical waves which dash madly against the
Corstitution. Let the people everywhere sustain the President, by the most
careful avoidance of everything which would weaken him before the masses of
the north, and by the prompt adoption of a policy which will give him all the moral
support possible. 1'he message will bear re-reading and careful pondering.”

We have no hesitation in expressing the opinion that the vetoing of the
Freedmen's Burcau bill will delay the admission of members of Congress from
the southern States, and render more distant the day of final, satisfactory res-
toration. With 30 to 18 in the Senate,’and 109 to 40 in the House of Repre-
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gentatives, against the President, he cannot expect his policy, when in antago-
nism to that of the majority of Congress, to succeed. The Execcutive may coun-
sel and advise, but cannot expect to control the legislative department of the
government.

We fear that the union of these States is much further from being accom-
plished than many persons imagine, and that we are nearer to the beginning of
another revolution than the most reflecting are willing to admit. The scenes
recently enacted at the capital of Kentucky, and the blood-heat excitement prevail-
ing at Washington, bode no good.” The staid and steady National Intelligencer, the
reputed organ of the President, speaks of the majority of Congress as a “revo-
lutionary cabal;” and several members of the Kentucky legislature have ex-
pressed their readiness to take up arms again against the government,

The generals and their brave followers of the great national armies have done
their work well, and as far as arms could go crushed the rebellion and restored
the peace of the country ; but there is evidently a want of patriotism and states.
manship both at Washington and the State capitals. The end of our troubles
iz not yet.

The President’s policy—The people must come up to the support of the
President.  However we may differ on minor poiuts, or on some that are import-
ant, we cannot afford to permit those differences to cause us to hesitate one mo-
ment in yielding to him, in the coming struggle with the radical majority in
Congress, an unswerving support. We are powerless to do more than to give
the mere support of our approval. We have no votes in Congress to rally
around the small band of his supporters, and swell their numbers, but the united
gentiment of a people so intelligent as those of the southern States must carry
with it a tremendous power,

Since writing the above, we have received despatches from Washington city
announcing that the President has vetoed the amendment to the bill for the in-
crease of the power of the I'reedmen’s Bureau. Here the issue between the
radicals and the President is fairly joined. '

Let the south as one man sustain the Executive. Before this decisive step
on the part of the President was taken, the people of Virginia had begun to as-
semble in mass meetings to approve the policy of reconstruction. Let the peo-
ple of North Carolina in like manner move. Shall an initiatory move be made
in Wayne county during the present court week ?

What say the people?'—Gold:boro’ News.

No. 6.

HreavQuarTERs AssiSTANT CoMMISSIONER, BuREAU REFUGEES,
FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LaNDS, Sourd CAROLINA,
Charlestor, South Carolina, January 15, 1866.

GeNeraL: I have the honor to herein submit a brief made up from reports
received from the A. S. A. commissioners and agents of the bureau in South
Carolina during the month of December, 1865. It shows, as far as can be
ascertained, the state of affairs as existing during that month in the several dis-
tricts of the State.

Anderson District—Here, in o uly last, a planter proposed to his hands that
they should sign a contract to work for nim during their litetime. They refusing,
the planter drove them away without food or compensation for labor done.
Four (4) of them, three (3) men aand one (1) woman, went towards Columbia, but
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before reaching there they were overtaken by two (2) white men, mounted and
armed, whom the planter had sent in pursuit, asking the freedmen where they
were going ; and being told, they scized them, and taking them to the adjacent
woods, tied two (2) of the men by their hands and feet to trecs, leaving the
third man to hold their horses. The whites then cach fived a ghot at each of
their two victims, killing them instantly. The third escaped by running to and
Jjumping into a ereck near by, the whites firing at but not hitting him. They
then stripped the woman naked, gave her fifty (50) lashes on the bure back,
and compelled her to walk back to the plantation, She was then put at the
plough by day and confined by night for a week without anything to eat. At
this time an officer happened at the place to whom the woman told her situation.
The officer took her and her children to the place where her husband and the
other man had been killed, found remnants of the bodies and buried thein, then
sent the woman and her children to Charleston. On her arrival she gave
birth to a dead infant; her sickness preventing her from telling her story until
this time. The planter paid the two murderers for their scrvices with twenty
(20) yards of cloth, three (3) bushels of rice, two (2) bushels of salt, and a govern

ment wagon. The case has been referred to the department commander with
the request that the murderers be brought to justice.

Beaufort District—Agent on St. Helena island reports two decisions of pro-
vost court. In the first case, a freedman was found guilty of ordering the for-
mer owner off the place, and threatening to shoot him if he did not leave. He
was sentenced to two months’ imprisonment and to pay a fine of one hundred
dollars ($100) and costs, ten dollars, ($10.) In the second case, two white men
went to the place they formerly owned. They were charged by the freedmen
with threatening their lives unless they left the place. They turned out one
man, threatening to shoot him if he came back. Notwithstanding strong evi-
dence against them, they were acquitted, but advised to be more carceful in future.
The inference is, that the color of the parties affected the decision of the court.
Large numbers of the old and infirm, utterly destitute, are coming into the dis-
trict from the upper country.

- Charleston District.—A freedman reports that his employer beat him violently,
and then, being irritated against the freedman because the court decreed seventy-
five dollars ($75) damages for the assault, refused to give him any portion of
the crop. 'I'he owner was in the rcbel army and returned to the place some
months after the working of the crop had been commenced by the freedmen.
In another part of the district a young woman, big with child, was, without any
provocation thereto, tied up by the thumbs, and while in that position was bru-
tally kicked by the overseer, the family of the woman being theu all ordered
off the place. IFrom another part of the district a planter took his old hands
into' North Carolina, and after working them nearly all the year, sent them with
little or no compensation to make their way to their old home as best they might.
On another place two of the hands (a man and woman) were stripped naked
and brutally whipped ; and another who left on that account was deprived of a
horse (his personal property) and refused any share of the crop. " In another
part a planter had one hundred (100) people on his place who have made for
him a good crop, of which he refuses to give them any part, even for their im-
mediate use and support.

Columbia District.—The officer reports alarming destitution. Numbers of
aged and ivfirm are coming in. There have not been as many complaints as
formerly of brutal treatment. He thinks many contracts will be made for 1866,
as both planters and frecdmen seem disposed to come to terms, and a better
feeling and understanding has arisen between employers and employds. Schools
are flourishing and the number of scholars is increasing.

Georgetown Disirict—Herc the number of applicants for support is increas-
ing as the cold weather comes on and the slender crops of the freedmen
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become exhausted. No more rations are issucd, however, than is actually
necessary. Ivery contract made in 1865 has been broken by the freedmen,
the crops raised being barely sufficient to keep them from starving. No con-
tracts have been made for 1866, though the planters generally are anxious to
agree to any rcasonable terms, and the officers try to induce the freedmen to
contract. The idea that they are to receive lands still prevails, in the face of
orders and verbal explanations to the contrary. 'The officer thinks they ma
contract on finding that they are to receive no lands; reports that many freed-
men are supporting themselves by shooting game, and that stealing is becoming
prevalent ; states that the whites apprehended an outbreak during the holidays,
and that proper precautions were accordingly taken, but that such caution was
guite unnecessary, as the freedmen were perfectly quiet. They have no confi-

ence in the planters’ word, and the presence of an officer is imperative in cvery
transaction. Small-pox still prevails to a considerable extent.

Orangeburg District.—All here is very quiet. No disturbances of any kind
are reported. Crops are being satisfactorily divided, but are generally very
small. Few contracts are being made for 1866. Some freedmen are desirous
of contracting, but receive little or no encouragement from the planter. Some
planters refuse to contract becausc they fear orders from the bureau conflicting
with State legislation on the subject. They desire, in fact, and are working
for the abolishment of the bureau, as they want to manage the freedmen without
its assistance ; but it is doubtful whether their management would be a judicious
one. The freedmen have no faith in their late masters, but rest it solely in the
burcau. Much difficulty and distress is anticipated in consequence of the
planters’ disposition to drive away the aged and infirm on account of their in-
ability to work. Schools are doing well. Many utterly destitute refugees are
in the district.

Besides those cases specified in the report, where freedmen have been driven
away by their employers without pay for labor done, a report has been received
from one of the agents on the coast, giving a list of seven planters who have thus
defrauded their employés out of pay to the amount of over seventeen hundred
dollars, ($1,700.)

I am, general, with high respect, your obedient servant,
R. SAXTON,

Brevet Major General, Assistant Commissioner.

Major General O. O. Howanrbp,
Commissioner Burcau Refugees, Freedmen,
and Abandoned Lands, Washington City.

Memorandum of report of crucltics in the scveral districts of South Carolina,

Anderson District—In July last, a planter proposed to his hands that they
should contract to work for him during their lifetime ; they refusing, he drove
them away without food or pay. 'I'hrce men and one woman went towards
Columbia; they were overtaken by two white men, who shot and killed two of
the men ; the third escaped ; they then stripped the womaa naked and gave her
fifty lashes, and compelled her to return to the plantation, where she was put
at the plough by day and confined at night for a week without food, until an officer
happened that way, to whom she told her situation; he took her and her children
to the place where her husband and the other man had been killed, found rem-
nants of the bodies and buried them, then sent the woman and children to -
Charleston, where on her arrival she gave birth to a dead infant, her sickness
preventing her from telling her story until this time. The planter paid the mur-
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derers 20 yards cloth, 3 bushcls rice, 2 bushels salt, and a government wagon for
their eervices; case referred to department commander with request that the mur-
derers be brought to justice.

Beaufort District—Agent on St. Helena island reports two decisions of
provost court: 1st, a freedman was guilty of ordering the former owner off the
place and threatening to shoot him if he did not leave; sentenced to two months’
imprisonment and fired $100 and costs, $10. 2d, two white men went to the
place they formerly owned ; they were charged by the freedmen with threatening
their lives if they did not leave the place; they turned out one man, threaten-
ing to shoot him it he came back ; notwithstanding strong evidence against (hem,
they were acquitted, but advised to be more careful in future.

Charleston District.—A freedman reports that his employer beat him violently,
and then, being irritated because the court decreed $75 damages for the assault,
refused to give the freedman any portion of the crop.  He was in the rebel army,
and returned to the place some months after the working of the crop had been
commenced by the freedmen. In another part of the disirict & young woman,
big with child, was tied up by the thumbs and brutally kicked by the overseer,
and the family of the woman were ordered off the place. From another part, a
planter took his old hands into North Carolina, and after working them nearly
all the ycar, sent them back with little or no compensation.  On another place,
a man and woman were stripped naked and brutally whipped, and another who
left on that account was deprived of a horse (his personal property) and refused
any share of the crop. In another part, a planter had 100 people on his place,
who made for him a good crop, of which he refuses to give them any part, even
for their immediate support.

Columbia District.—The officer reports alarming destitution ; numbers of aged
and infirm are coming in. There have not been as many complaints as formerly
of brutal treatment. Many contracts will be made for 1866, as both planters
and freedmen seem disposcd to come to terms, and a better feeling and under-
standing has arisen between employers and employds.

Georgetown District—The number of applicants for support is increasing
as the cold weather comes on and the slender crops of the freedmen become ex-
hausted. Every contract made in 1865 has been broken by the freedmen, the
crops raised being barely suficient to keep them from starving. No contracts
have been made for 1866, though the planters are aunxious to agrec upon any
reasonable terms, and the officers try to induce the freedmen to contract. The
idea that they are to receive lands still prevails, notwithstanding contrary orders
and cxplanations. Many freedmen are supporting themselves by shooting game;
stealing is becoming prevalent. The whites apprehended an outbreak during
holidays and proper precautions were taken, but the freedmen were perfectly
quict. They have no confidence in the planters’ word, and the presence of an
officer is imperative in cvery transaction. Small-pox prevails to a considerable
extent,

Orangecburg District.—Is very quiet, no disturbances reported; crops are being
satisfactorily divided, but are gencrally small. Few contracts are Eeing made
for 1866; some freedmen are desirous of contracting, but reccive little or no en-
couragement from the planters, who fear orders from the burcau conflicting with
State legislation on the subject. I'hey desire and are working for the abolish-
ment of the bureau, as they wish to manage the freedmen without its assistance.
‘T'he freedmen have no faith in their late masters, but rely solely upon the bureau.
Much difficulty and distress is anticipated in consequence of the planters’ dis-
position to drive away the aged and infirm who are unable to work.

Besides cases specified above, a report has been received from an agent on the
coast, giving a list of seven planters who have defrauded their employds out of
pay to the amount of over $1,700,
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No. 7.

HeavQuarTERS AssISTANT CoMMISSIONER, BUREAU REFUGEES,
FrEEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LanNDS, SouThn CAROLINA,
Charleston, South Carolina, February 21, 1866.

UENERAL: T have the honor to herein submit a brief made up from reports
received from the A. 8. A, commissioners and agents of the bureau in South
Carolina during the month of January, 1866. It shows, as far as can be ascer-
tained, the state of affuirs as existing during that month in the several districts
of the State.

Beaufort District.—'The officer in this district, who has charge of the South
Carolina side of the Savannah river, reports that us yet it has not been neces-
sary to issue either rations or clothing to the freedmen, and that there are no
refugees. The question of land grants to the freedmen is a great difficulty
there, as it i3 in many other places, and prevents in a great measure contracts
being made.  As usual, the freedmen have no confidence in their former owners
and prefer to work for strangers, which disposition on their part disturbs in a
great degree the system of labor.

Charleston District.—Here the planters generally are desivous of making
fair contracts with the freedinen, but the latter in several instances have the
impression that if they sign the contracta it will bind them again as slaves.
In one case, the freedmen, though willing to work, refused to sign the contract,
they having been told by come persons that if they did, they would be bound
as slaves seven years. "Uhis unwillingness to sign papers of any description,
in which their foriner masters are in any way concerned, is quite common among
the freedmen. 'I'he officer in charge believes that some unprincipled men are
exciting hostility on the part of the negroes against the planters, or persuading
them not to make contracts, on the ground that they wiil either reeeive land
from or be fed by the government, doing this with a view to preventing the
freedmen from working until late in the scason, when these men will them-
selves cmploy the freedmen at a low rate.  Every endeavor is made to induce
the people to go to work and carn money to buy land, instead of waiting for it
to be given to them.

In many cases good feeling is established between planters and freedmen,
and they have gone to work on fair contracts. Many planters are in want of
provisiong, and fear to make contracts, lest they should not be able to keep
their laborers supplied till the crop is harvested.  Should the plan of furnishing
rations to needy planters (taking a lien on their crops) be carried out, many
will be enabled to plant who otherwise cannot. T'he Cooper river is infested
with a class of roving traders who sell liquor and other useless articles to and
cheat the freedmen out of their crops. Measures are being taken to break up
these gangs.  Difficulty is expericnced in obtaining medical attendance for the
freedmen, as the country is thinly settled, and the people much scattered. In
making contracts, the employer is held responsible that medical attendance is
furnished the employé, who is, however, required to pay the cost thereof. On
plantations where the planter has left without making provision for the freedmen,
one man is selected to manage the place, and the people told to work, with the
understanding that if the owner returns they are to make a reasonable contract
with him. In St. Stephen’s parish therc are a large number of freedmen on
vacant plantations, who as yet refuse to work, but cfforts arc being made to re-
duce their number,

Colleton District—The officer in charge here has visited several plantations
where there was no agent or owner, organized the people for work, putting a
foreman over them till an authorized person should present himself to offer con-
tract, the government, in the mean time, furnishing the people with rations. On
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five plantations the frcedinen declined contracting with the planter at any price,
certain parties having assured them that the planter would be obliged to lease
his land to them. As the contracts offered are rcasonable ones, those who re-
fuse to contract arc ordered to leave the place. 1t is thought that in view of
this alternative about half of them will change their minds and go to work un-
der the contracts. The officer believes there is a combination along the Com-
bahee river to refuse to work at any price.

Chesterfield, Darlington, Kershaw, and Marlboro’ Districts.—~General Rich-
ardson reports a favorable state of affairs. Freedmen are entering into contracts
as rapidly as it is possible to do, and are recciving almost universally much
better wages than any one expected would be offered. 'I'he planters generally
are hopeful, and arc exerting themselves carnestly in establishing between them
and the colored people, by just and cven generous treatment, mutual relations
of confidence and respect.  Cotton will be cultivated to an equal if not greater
extent than at any former period, and there is every reason to believe with
equal or increased success. The only apparent impediment to complete success
is the want of suflticient capital by many of the land-owners to plant as exten-
sively as they atherwise would, The propriety and necessity of educating
the colored children is felt and expressed by all. It is believed the people
will, whenever permitted, give such attention to this matter as they should.
The quict and orderly conduct of the people in the absence of the usual
restraints of civil law is truly astonishing. 'The roads arc as safe by night or
day as in any other part of the country, north and south. “There is litt.v des-
titution existing. ‘

The ofticer forwards a letter from a planter in Marlboro® district, who states
that everything is working to their entiro satisfaction ; that the negroes are not
only working, but working better than when they were slaves, and are as re-
spectful and deferential as ever ; that he is agreeably surprised at the success of
the cxperiment as far as it has gone; that this is not only his own cxperience,
but that of all without exception with whom he has conversed. Onc of the
largest slaveholders remarks, that he is so well pleased with the freedmen that
he would not have them slaves again if he could, and that similar remarks had
been made by other, though smaller, slaveholders.

I give a full brief of this letter as coming from a southern man of calm,
unprejudiced judgment, who, as he himself says, has yet misgivings on the sub-
ject of free labor, and is opposed to the social equality of the races.

Edgcfield District.—Quite a number of affidavits in regard to outrages and
unjust acts occurring in Edgeficld district during the months of November and
December, 1865, were received after the December report had been forwarded ;
but matters are now more quiet and orderly. ‘I'wo officers have just been sent
to that district that good order may be maintained and the system of labor
properly carried out.

Orangeburg District.—Here it is stated that the disposition of the white
people who have cducation is to let the negro take care of himself. They take
delight in secing him suffer, because it is o reflection on the government which
has liberated him.  If he dies they are still better pleased. Some poor white
and black people need and get aid; but less is heard of colored than of white
poor. All well freed people are at work for the year. Small-pox appears in
cvery part of the district. It is believed that the freedmen work well and
faithfully, and arc honest wherever they ave kindly treated. The emigration to
the coast from the interior has becn in a measure prevented by refusing trans-
portation, although many have gone down paying their own way. Some have
broken their contracts for the purpose of going to the islands. T'wo teachers
and one hundred and forty scholars are at Orangeburg, and one teacher at
Barnwell, both schools doing very well. Division of last year’s crop is nearly
completed, and the officers are occupied in the revision and approval of con-
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tracts, the number of which is very large. The officer has ordered his subordi-
nates to take up colored vagrants and put them at work on the roads. All
is quict and orderly. A few cntirely destitute refugees are having rations
issued to them.

Richland District—Here also a favorable state of affairs is reported. Most
of the planters have made coniracts with the freedmen on favorable terms,
and a general satisfaction scems to prevail.  The only difficulty is to provide
for those that cannot carn a living, and have no one to care for them. Two
plantations have been established for people who cannot find homes elsewhere,
and the officer has been furnished with some tools: for their use, it being
believed that this course will be cheaper for the government in the end than
gimply giving them rations without their working. Great interest is mani-
fested by even the planters on the subject of education of the colored children,
and the prospeet in regard to schools is improving. T'wo hundred and scven
contracts, including one thousand four hunj)red and twelve freed persons, have
been made.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. XK. SCOT'T,
Brigadier General Volunteers, Assistant Commissioner.

Major General O. O. HowAarp,

Commissioner of Refugees, Freedmen, §v., Washington City.

No. 8.

BureAv REFUGEES, 'REEDMEN AND ABANDONED LANDS,
For MISSOURI AND ARKANSAS,
Little Rock, Arkansas, January 10, 1S66.

GeNERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report for the quarter
ending December 31, 18G5. .

Circular 16, from. these headquarters, dated October 26, 1865, approved by
Myjor General J. J. Reynolds, commanding department, and by his excellency
Isnac Murphy, governor of the State, provides for the appointment of civilians
as superintendents for this burcau. This provision became a necessity, as it
was found to be impossible to obtain a requisite number of officers of the army
to supply the demand for superintendents, and which were necessary to dis-
charge the duties devalved upon this burcau. Numerous applications from all
parts of the State have been received, asking for the appointment of agents of
this bureau. In most of these applications a decided preference is expressed
that officers of the army be gelected to fill these positions, showing clearly that
the purposes and intentions of the burean are now better understood by the peo-
ple than formerly.

For obvious reasons it was necessary to proceed with caution in-the appoint-
ment of civilians to discharge the responsible and delicate duties devolving upon
the superintendents, for, under the present laws of the State, the prejudices and
unsettled condition of the people, both white and black, very much depends upon
the action of the superintendent in the preservation of order, bringing into har-
mony the different classes, and making it possible that the industrial interests
of the State ean be resumed.

There are now on duty as superintendents in this State (9) nine officers of
the army and (16) sixteen civilians. Some of these have served in and received
honorable discharge from the United States army; thesc officers generally have
discharged their duties in a satisfactory manner.

The want of means of communication with the interior portions of this State
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has been from the first a source of cmbarrassment. In the southern portion of
the State, and particularly the southwestern part, the sentiment of the people
towards the government has not been and is not now such as we should desire.
Where our armies did not penetrate before the “surrender,” very many people
in their ignorance seem to have cven yet lingering doubts about the suppression
of the rebellion. The Hon. E. W. Gantt, a prominent and well-known citizen
of Hempstead county, once a bitter rebel, but who long since repented and has
“ghown works meet for repentance,” and now cntertains enlarged and liberal
views with regard to the policy of the general government, has consented to act
as an officer of this bureau without salary, He is by my orders exercising a
general supervision over the southwestern portion of the State. Being deeply
interested in the welfare of that portion of the State, and, indeed, the whole
State, he is by his address and good management doing much to remove the
bitterness and disorder that have reigned there. The frecdmen regard him as a
friend on whom they ean rely, and he has been able to give them such assur-
ances of protection as have removed their apprehension, and consequently they
arc making contracts and cornmencing their labor for another year, fecling they
are_free and will be protected in their freedom. Thus ihe best interests of all
are promoted. :

Mr. Gantt, in his report just received, says: “I am pressing the point vigor-
ously upon our people that bodily coercion fell as an incident of slavery. Many
of our best farmers confess that I am right; others growl and wish to be allowed
to enforce their contracts, the simple YXnglish of which is to ‘whkip the nigger,
and that I tell them they can’t do. * * * * *

“I sce by the act of Congress organizing the burcau that its existence is limited
to one year after the war. If it should not be extended, there is no hope for the
freedmen of Arkansas, Texas, and that portion of the south remote from railroads
and telegraphs. They will be starved, murdered, or forced into a condition
more horrible than the worst stages of slavery. Our people’s wrath over de-
feat would be poured upon the heads of the helpless ones once their slaves. 1
say this sorrowfully of our people, yet I know it is but too true—their preju-
dices give way slowly. By extending the existence of the bureau, what educa-
tion aud thought failed to do might be supplied by an influx of liberal-minded
people.”’ i

This is the language of a citizen whose intelligence and opportunities for judg-
ing entitle his statements to consideration. His statements are corroborated by
all the testimony that reaches me from other parts of the State, and what is said
of the southwestern portion is in the main truc of the whole State. I give it as
my deliberete opinion that if the military was withdrawn from the State not a
school for colored children would be allowed within its borders, and I doubt
if an outspoken Union man would be allowed to remain. In this sparsely set-
tled and isolated country the process of “reconstruction’” will necessarily be slow,
and I am sorry to add that the influence and example of some of the men who
have reccived special pardon was much better before their pardon than since;”
yet there is a perceptible improvement in the temper and sentiment of the peo-
ple at large. -

Laborers are in great demand, and good wages are offered.  First-clags hands
readily obtain twenty dollars per month and board, cabins, fuel, medicine, and
medical attendance. The freedmen being advised to give preference to those
employers and localities where their children can attend schools, many of the
planters have thus been compelled to give them these privileges on the planta-
tions ; eome do it willingly and some grudgingly. The freedmen are able and
willing to pay the expenses of schools, but cannot establish them without the
approval of their employers. Many schools are being opened in this way on
plantations, but we shall not be able to get returns from but a few, consequently
our gchool report will not show anything like the number really in operation.
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Circular No. 22, dated December 22, 1865, has been received and cheerfully
complied with. I have from the first been governed by the spirit of its instruec-
tions. So far as I know, all my official acts have met the approval and sanc-
tion of the department commanders.  Major General Pope, commanding depart-
ment of Missouri, and Major General Reynolds, commanding department of Ar-
kangas, have both afforded me every facility in their power to aid me in the dis-
charge of my duties. I have, when possible, advised with them freely, and
have been sustained by them and by all officers serving under them; I have
not regarded the burcau as in any sensc “independent of the military establish-
ment.”

By the report of schools forwarded herewith, it will be seen that there are in
this State eighteen (18) schools, with nineteen (19) teachers, and fifteen hundred
and sixty-nine (1,569) scholars. This is exclusive of schools on plantations.
Many such have alrcady been established, and many more will be as soon as
teachers can be obtained. This is a favorable and encouraging feature, and gives
promise of a permanent system by which the children of freedmen can be edu-
cated.” When the negro will seek to obtain labor only where his children can
have the privilege of attending school, such privileges will be provided on every
plantation. :

Duwring the quarter just passed there has been no disturbance of note through-
out the State.  T'here have been a number of communications received, some of
them numerously signed, representing that the negroes were organizing for in-
surrection, &e., and in some cases it was represented that the whites were
greatly alarmed.  Officers were sent where there scemed to be some little prob-
ability that there was cause for such reports, but in every case it was found that
such representations were without excuse or foundation—simply fabrications for
some base purpose.

The number of individual outrages is growing less, and it is believed that bet.
ter order is maintained throughout the State than at any former period.

At this time (15th of January,) the freedmen are contracting to labor for the
coming year freely; they are leaving the towns and going on to plantations,
under contract, of their own accord; no compulsion, or even threat of compul-
sion, has been permitted.

There is great destitution and some actual suffering, mostly among the refu-
gees and resident whites in the western part of the State. 1 am putting a lib-
cral construction on the term “refugee,” and as far as possible relieving the dis-
tress of helpless women and children.  T'he issue of rations in that part of the
State will of nceessity show an increase. The monthly issues of rations to ref-
ugees aud freedmen, respectively, during the quarter have been as follows:

No. of No. rations No. of No. ralions

refugees. | to refugees. | freedmen. |to freedmen.

October....ov oo, 1, 693 12, 658 1,517 26, 583
November................ $69 11,935 1, 227 25,173
December...... .......... 1, 356 19, 352 714 15, 850
Total..... ceenenn 3,815 43, 945 3, 458 67, 606

Owing to the absence of Captain Skinner, assistant quartermaster, who is at
Pine Bluff on duty, the financial report for December is unavoidably delayed

for a few days.
J. W.-SPRAGUE,
Brigadier General, Assistant Commissioner.
Major General O. O. Howawb, »
Commissioner, §c., Washington, D. C.
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No. 9.

Bureav REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
N Orrice Acting Ass’r Comm’r NorTHERN DisTricT or Miss,,
Jackson, Mississippi, December 26, 1865,

LIEUTENANT : T would respectfully state that information was received at
this office, on the evening of the 19th instant, of a horrible outrage having been
perpetrated upon some freedmen at Shongalo, Carroll county, in this district,
whereupon Chaplain Smith was ordered to the place to investigate t..> matter
aud report to this oflice. A copy of his report is hercwith enclosed, which ex-
hibits a spirit of fiendishness on the part of the perpetrators that is almost with-
out parallel, even among savages ; and his Satanic Majesty could scarcely ask
for more accomplished villains than those who perpetrated the outrage upon the
boy at the hotel.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. 8. DONALDSON,
Lieut. Col., Acting Ass’t Commissioner.
Licutenant STuarT ELDRIDGE,
Act’g Ass’t Ady’t General, Vicksburg, Miss.

Official :
STUART ELDRIDGE, Lt., 4. A. A. G.

Orrick Ass’t CoMyw’R F'REEDMEN’S Bureav, STATE or Miss,,
Vicksburg, Mississippt, December §i8, 1865.
Respectfully forwarded to Major General O. O. Howard for his information.
SAM’'L THOMAS,
Col. and Ass’t Comm’r, Freedmen’s Bureau, State of Miss.

Memorandum of report of Colonel Thomas for December, 1864,

IHaving given the organization and manner of conducting the bureau in pre-
vious reports, states that therc are many complaints made that the freedmen failed
to work well last year, and are unreliable as laborers. 'I'he freedmen complain
of the planters failing to pay, as per contracts, and abusing them as in days of
slavery. 'Time alone will teach the negro his duty and the capitalist his true
interest. Ineclpses General Order 16 and Circular 2 in address to freedmen.
The labor question is a constant topic, but itis hard to convince the people that
the laboring force has decrcased. Hasbeen attempting to remedy this by trans-
porting freedmen from the poorer portions of the State to the Mississippi bottoms.
His order for transportation would not cover thig, but after consultation with
Major General Wood, commanding department, decided to follow this course
rather than allow them to suffer. Business in the courts is increasing. Has
employed Mr. James W. Davis, a northern lawyer of ability, to protect the
freedmen. Has sworn out 17 writs of habeas corpus for the reiease of freedmen.
This writ is now as necessary for the safety of the freedman as the white.

There is a disposition to prosecute government lessees for using property that
has been restored, and the fecling against them is very bitter,

The Davis Bend Colony, after covering expenses, has balance in hands of
colonists $159,200; this without any white people or government officials hand-
ling the money. The Home Farm, worked by transient settlers, produced, over
expenses, $25,920 80: 5,000 bushels of corn from this farm fed to government
stock. Will still retsin the Davis plantations and lease them this year at a
moderate rent.  (tivea Chaplain Hawley’s report of conduct of Camp Hawley.
The DeSoto Colony, broken up by the flood of the river, by garden products
has been self-supporting. 68 teachers and 5,271 scholars are enrolled, but in
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many places prejudice was so great that schools were not started.  Sometimes
funds were advanced to teachers on their regular pay, owing to neglect of so-
cicties to pay them.,

Three hospitals and cight surgeons, and during past year treated 5,716 pa-
tients; 283 deaths. Istrying to organize a large hospitalat Lauderdale Springs,
and being aided in this by the Society of Friends.

Has restored 90 plantations (about 45,000 acres) and 100 houses and lots,
Still has 35,000 acres and 42 picees of city property. Ration decrease of 1,250
persons, and about 23,000 less rations.  Support of refugees practically stopped.
Appends financial report.

Forwarde report of G. Gorden Adams, regarding the alleged shipment of
freedmen into Cuba. Thinks the attempt has been made, but that the project
cannot be carried out from Mississippi. )

Believes the bureau to be working in perfeet harmony with State government
and department commander ; not that the present situation of affairs is the best
possible for the black man, yet it is better than was expected.

That affairs are progressing in spite of discouraging legislation, and the bn-
rcau ‘kas accomplished something. Has all assistance he can wish from the
wilitary.  State officigls have been courteous.

OrrIcE AcTING AsSISTANT COMMISSIONER I'REEDMEN’S
Bureav ror NorTHERN DisTricT oF Mississiprl,
Jackson, Miss., December 25, 1865.

In compliance with an order from Lieutenant Colonel R. 8. Donaldson, acting
assistant commissioner, dated December 19, 1865, direeting me to accompany
Captain Reed, 50th United States colored infantry, to Shongalo, for the purpose
of inquiring into an alleged outrage committed by the citizens on freedmen at
that place, I now respectfully present the following

REPORT.

We left Jackson at 7 o’clock p. m. on the 20th, and arrived at Vaiden abou!
5 p. m. on the 21st instant. Vaiden is situated on the Mississippi Central ‘rail-
road, fifty-four miles noxrth of Canton, and about one mile east of Shongalo. On
the evening of our arrival at Vaiden we ascertained, in an indirect manner, that
an outrage had been committed on freedmen at Shongalo, but differing somewhat
in result from the report as published in some newspapers.

On the following morning we made known our business, and began to make
direet inquiries concerning the matter. 'We were told by persons residing at
Vaiden that certain buildings inhabited by colored people had been burned;
that onc colored man had been killed; that the civil officers had taken cogni-
zance of the affair; that a coroner’s inquest had been held over the remains of
the deceased, whose verdict was that “the deceased came to his death in an
unknown manner.”  After the coroner’s jury was dismissed another jury was
summoned to hear evidence and decide, according thereto, upon the guilt or inno-
cence of five white men accused -of participating in the outrage.

The jury spent part of two days in listening to the testimony of upwards of
twenty witnesses, but during the whole time nothing was elicited from any,
which, in the judgment of the jury, was sufficient to convict any of the accused.
The examination was conducted before Mr. I8, B. Gordon, magistrate, residing
in Vaiden. Their written proceedings in the case have been forwarded by him
to an officer at Carrolton, the county seat.of Carroll county.

We visited Shongalo, accompanied by Mr. E. B. Gordon; we saw where the
huildings burned.had stood; we asked questions of several persons. 'I'he result
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of our visit and inquiries enable us to say, that upon a certain lot in Shongalo
there stood an old dwelling-house, containing four or five rooms; also, upon the
same lot, were two other smaller buildings. The property belonged to a Mr.
Binford, of Vaiden. Several months ago Mr. Binford rented to a colored family
one room in the dwelling-house, and subsequently, at different times, had rented
other rooms to other colored families. Also the other two buildings were rented
to colored families for dwellings. Some of those who had rented rooms had
taken in with them other families, so that at the time of the fire there were nine
or ten different families occupying the buildings. The colored people had paid
rent from time to time. Mr. Binford had never desired them to quit his premises;
had never expressed dissatisfaction with them as tenants. On the evening of
November 25 the colored people were having a party; first they had a quilt-
ing, then a dancing party; about ten or eleven o’clock, while (according to
their statement) the people were enjoying themselves very pleasantly, a com-
pany of white men, supposed to number about twenty, came up suddenly, sct
fire to all the buildings, then, surrounding them, began, and for some time con-
tinued, to discharge fire-arms, also refusing to let the people come out at the
doors. Great consternation prevailed. A few persons escaped through the doors,
the rest through the windows, taking with them such tldngs as they were able
to carry. 'The white men drove the colored people away, and went round pick-
ing up bundles and other articles of property, throwing them all into the fire.
They caught the poultry and threw them all into the fire. Then went to a hog-
pen and shot one of scveral fat hogs in the pen. It was said that one man, a
stranger in the place, on his way to Holly Springs on business for his employer,
and who had stopped in the ncighborhood for the night, hearing of the party,
had gone to it, and when about to make his escape, spoke to a woman near to
him, saying, “Come on, follow me; there is no danger out here,” when some one
replied to him, saying, “D—-n you; I’ll show you whether there’s danger or
not;”’ then several shots were fired at him; he fell, and his body was lifted up
aud thrown into the fire; was burned so, that when the inquest was held the
jury was unable to distinguish either the race or sex, and called in a surgeon to
decide those points. .

T'he poor people were thus, at this unseasonable hour, scattered adrift without
shelter, without clothing or other property, except what was on their persons.

Part of the above may not appear in the testimony given before the magistrate.

The colored people say that they were afraid to tell all that they knew about
the matter; they were afraid they might be killed if they did.

About half a mile north of that place there stood an old abandoned mecting
house, in which some colored families were living, aud on the night of the 27th
of November that building was burned. Other houses inhabited by colored
people at other points have also been burned.

From all the information that we were able to collect, I am of the opinion that
the outrage was premeditated, and gencrally acquiesced in.  Some of my reasons
for go thinking ave as follows : '

1. Threats of burning out the colored people had been made at different times
by the white people. T'he reason they assigned was that they would break up
the free niggers.

2, At a party of white people, held in Vaiden on or about the 22d of Novem-
ber, the subject of burning out these people was spoken of in the presence of
their colored servants, who immediately communicated the information, upon the
hearing of which, two or three persons left the place.

3. Rumors had also been heard that a company of white men were going to
purchase the buildings, and then burn them.

4. One of the neighbors says that, one week before the fire occurred, several
shots were fired over in that dircction; the hearing of which alarmed him so
much that he took his gur and went out to see what was the matter. On the
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night of the fire he heard the shooting, went to the door and saw the building
in flames, but still remained so composed that he went into his house and went
to bed, but did not go near the scene of conflagration until the next morning.
On the next morning he went over and found the charred remains of the man
who had been shot and burned.

It may not be impraper for me here to speak of an act of barbarity which has
since been perpetrated in Vaiden.  On or about the 15th day of December, 1865,
a party was being held at the hotel. A certain Captain Mattox was present,
who had brought with him a favorite servant boy, one whom he had formerly
owned. In the course of the evening, while the boy was in the discharge of his
duty, he was geized in the hall by two white men, who attempted to cut his
throat. The boy was severely and dangerously wounded ; but, receiving prompt
surgical aid and subsequent careful attention, he is, at the present time, in a
state of recovery. ‘

In travelling through this country, we cannot fail to observe the existence of
a very unhappy, hostile, and bitter feeling towards both the general government
and the freed people.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ‘
THOMAS SMITH,
Chaplain and Sub-Comin’r Freedmen's Bureau.

STUART ELDRIDGE,
Lieut. and Acting Assistant Adjutant General.

Official ;

Captain BAMBERGER,
Acting Assistant Adjutant General Freedmen's Bureau.

Memorandum of report of Chaplain Smith concerning outrages committed on
Jrecdmen at Shongalo, Carroll county, Mississippi.

Left Jackson on the 20th, and arrived at Vaiden 21st. Next morning began
to make inquiries, and were told that certain buildings inhabited by colored
people had been burned ; that one colored man had been killed, a coroner’s in-
quest had been'held over the deceased, and their verdict was that  the deceased
eame to his death in an unknown manner.” After the coroner’s jury was dis-
missed, another jury was called to hear evidence and decide upou the guilt or
innocence of five white men accused of participating in the outrage. This jury
examined twenty witnesses, but nothing was elicited which, in their judgment,
was sufficient to convict any of the accused. Examination was conducted before
Mr. E. B. Gordon, magistrate, residing at Vaiden. The written proccedings in
the case have been forwarded by him to an officer at Carrollton, county seat of
Carroll county. Visited Shongalo, accompanied by Mr. Gordon ; saw where the
buildings burned had stood, asked questions of several persons, and learned
as follows :

That upon a certain lot in Shongalo there stood an old dwelling-house, con-
taining four or five rooms; also two smaller buildings, the property belonging
to a Mr. Binford, who had at different times rented the whole to colored families
for dwellings ; and at the time of the fire there were nine or ten different fam-
ilies occupying the buildings, and paying rent from time to time. Mr. Binford
had never desired them to quit his premises, or expressed dissatisfaction with
them as tenants. On the evening of November 25th the colored people were
having a party, and about 11 o’clock, while they were enjoying themselves
very pleasantly, a company of about twenty white men came up suddenly, set
fire to all the buildings, and surrounding them, began to discharge fire-arms; also
refusing to let the people come out at the doors; a few escaped through the
doors, the rest through the windows, taking such things as they were able to
carry. 'The whites drove the colored people away, and went round picking up

Ex, Doe. 27-—3
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bundles and other articles of property, throwing them all into the fire; they
caught the poultry, and threw them into the fire; they also shot a hog in the
pen. One man, a stranger in the place, stopping in the neighborhood that
night, hearing of the party, had goue to it; and when about to make his eseape,
spoke to a woman near him, saying, ¢ Come on—follow me ; there is no danger
out-here;” when some one replied to him, saying, “ D—n you, I'll show you
whether there's danger or not ;”’ then several shots were fired at him; he fell,
and his body was lifted up and thrown into the fire, and was burned so that,
when the inquest was held, the jury was unable to distinguish either the race
or sex, and called in a surgeon to decide. The colored people say they were
afraid to tell all they knew about the matter before the magistrate for fear of
being killed.

An old abandoned meéting-hovse, a half mile north of this place, in which
colored families were living, was burned on the night of November 27 ; other
houses occupied by colored people have also been burned. Thinks these out-
rages were premeditated, and generally acquiesced in.

No. 10.

Burrau REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
OFrFICE AssiSTANT COMMISSIONER FOR STATE OF MISSISSIPPI,
Vicksburg, Mississippi, January 10, 1866.

GENERAL: In accordance with orders and the act of Congress organizing the
bureau, I have the honor to submit the following report for the guarter ending
December 31, 1865 :

The organization of the bureau, the distribution of officers, plan of conducting
business, &c., have been fully described in previous reports. I have aimed to
keep you fully informed about the transfer of our judicial powers, and the effect
on both classes of people. The difficulties we have encountered, and the feel-
ings of the southern people and the freedmen on all the questions that relate to
their ‘welfare, have been reported to you.

Many complaints reach me that the negroes failed to work well last year, and
were unreliable as laborers. The freedmen complain that the whites fail to pay
according to contracts, and abuse them as in days of slavery. There are many
reasons for this state of affairs, which I have tried to show in my former reports,
and will not repeat here, Time alone will teach the negro his duty and the
capitalist his true interest.

No regulations have been adopted with reference to labor, yet I have thought
proper to issue the following orders with reference to contracts, putting in force
the State law on this subject :

[ General Orders No, 16,]

Bureau REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDs,
OFFICE AssiSTANT COMMISSIONER FOR STATE OF MIississippr,
Vicksburg, Mississippi, December 31, 1865.

The time has arrived when it is important that the freedmen of this State
ghould make contracts for labor during the coming year, in order that a crop
may be secured.

Some regulations must govern all classes, in order to secure to the freedmen
the payment of wages and to planters the labor for which they agree to pay.

It is important that the freedmen should feel their obligations to society and
civil government, as the time will come when their interests must be committed
to the State, with no other agency to care for them. There can be no better
time for the freedmen to familiarize themselves with business life and common
forms of law, under civil government, than at a time when officers of the gen-
eral government are here whose duty it is to see that their rights are respected.
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In fact, we will fail in the discharge of our whole duty to them if we do not
take every means within our power to instil into their miuds respect for the civil
law and the sacredness of all contracts and obligations. There can be no better
time for the citizens of the State who have not thoroughly recognized the pres-
ent status of the freedmen to accustom themselves, as officers of the State gov-
erament, to lay aside their prejudices, grant the freedmen the rights to which
they as free men arc entitled, and protect them by just administration of law.
The sooner they are protected by the power that must eventually be charged
with the security for their persons and property the better for both classes.

It is therefore ordered that no rules or regulations will be issued by officers
of this bureau with reference to the freedmen contracting. As the following
clause of the State law is substantially what has heretofore been the regulation
of this department of the general government, the attention of officers, planters,
and freedmen is invited to its requirements :

“ SECTION 6. Be ¢t further enacted, That all contracts for labor made with
freedmen, free negroes, and mulattoes for a longer period than one month shall
be in writing and in duplicate, attested and read to said freedman, free negro,
or mulatto by a beat, city or county officer, or two disinterested white persons
of the county in which the labor is to be performed, of which each party shall
have one, and said contracts shall be taken and held as entire contracts, and if
the laborer shall quit the service of the employer, before expiration of his term
of service, without good cause, he shall forfeit his wages for that year up to the
time of quitting.”

It will be seen that magistrates register contracts, and that the partics who
contract are left to regulate the conditions, wages, &e.

It will be the duty of officers of this bureau to see that the freedmen are
properly contracted with; while they have no power to interfere with the action
of the magistrate, or the administration of the State law, they will on all occa-
sions act as the next friend of the freedmen, give them proper advice in all
matters pertaining to contracts ; and on complaint being made that the colored
people are not being allowed to exercise all their privileges as freedmen, or that
their ignorance is being taken advantage of in any way so as to inveigle them
into oppressive contracts, a full statement of the matter will be forwarded to
this office that the proper action may be taken for their protectiomn.™
. Officers of the bureau must not relax their vigilance in watching the exercise

of authority by the State officials, and should be prompt in reporting all cases
that need the interference of higher authority.

It is to be hoped that the civil officers to whom this is committed will be
actuated by a spirit of justice and equity, and that they will take into account
on all occasions the extreme ignorance of the freedmeu in all business or legal
matteis, and explain in a spirit of kindness all the obligations that may come
before them for approval,

By order of Colonel Samuel Thomas, assistant commissioner for State of
Migsissippi ¢

STUART ELDRIDGE,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant General.

HeapquarTeRs DEPARTMENT oF Mississiprl,
Vicksburg, Mississippi, January 6, 1866.

TH. J. WOODy
Major General Vols., Commanding.

STUART ELDRIDGE,
Licutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant General.

Approved :

Official 5
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[Circular No. 2.]

Bureau REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
OrricE ASsISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR STATE oF Mississiprr,
Vicksburg, Mississippt, January 2, 1866.

To the colored people of Mississippi :

Having been charged with the affairs of the Freedmen’s Bureau in Mississippi,
I am your lawful protector and adviser, and to some extent am held responsible
for your conduct. If you suffer, or become idle or vicious, blame is attached to
me or my officers, even when the fault is not ours. A

With the end of 1865 your contracts expired. My officers approved the
contracts, and did all they could to compel both you and your employers to
live up to them. In many places these contracts did not securc you more than
food and clothes, because you contracted so late that it was impossible to raise
a crop.

Many complaints are made that you did not regard a contract as sacred;
* that you failed to work as you had agreed, acted as you pleased, and visited at
a distance, deserting the crop when you knew that your employer would lose
all by your failure to keep your contract. On the other hand, it is said by you
that the planters have failed to pay and treat you as agreed upon.

This is all wrong. Your contracts were explained to you, and their sacred-
ness impressed upon you, again and again, You know that when you make a
contract you are bound to give all the labor for which your employer agrees to
pay. Efforts have been made by my officers to compel you to perform labor
aﬁcordinlg to agreements, that employers might have no excuse for failing to do
their part.

'l‘hl(; time has arrived for you to contract for another year’s labor. I wish to
impress upon you the importance of doing this at once. You know that if a
crop of cotton is raised, the work must be begun soon and the hands employed
for the year. If you do not contract with the men who wish to employ you,
what do you propose to do? You cannot live without work of some kind.
Your houses and lands belong to the white people, and you cannot expect that
they will allow you to live on them in idleness. It would be wrong for them to
do so, and no officer of the government will protect you in it. If you stay on
the plantations where you are, you must agree to work for the owners of them.
If not, move out of the way, and give place to more faithful laborers.

1 hope you are all convinced that you are not to reccive property of any
kind from the government, and that you must labor for what you get, like other
people. I often hear that you are crowding into towns, refuse to hire out, and
are waiting to see what the government will do for you. As the representative
of the government I tell you that,is very foolish, and your refusal to work is
used by your cnemies to your injury. I know you can get good wages with
considerate employers, vho will treat you well and pay for all you do.  Every-
thing possible shall be done to secure you good treatment. Make contracts for
the year and go to work, and you will securc homes. The government hopes

rou will do your duty, and in return will secure you all the rights of freemen.

"he scason in which planters will think it worth while to cmploy you will soon
be passed, and if then you are found idle you may be taken up and set to work
where you will not like it. The State cannot and ought not to let any man lie
about idle, without property, doing mischicf. A vagrant law is right in prin-
ciple. I cannot ask the civil officers to leave you idle, to beg or steal. If they
find any of you without business and means of living, they will do right if they
treat you as bad persons and take away your misused liberty.

Some of you have the absurd notion that if you put your hands to a contract
you will somehow be made slaves. This is all nonsense, made up by some
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foolish or wicked person. There is no danger of this kind to tear; nor will
you be branded when you get on a plantation. Any white mar treating you
8o would be punished. Your danger lies exactly in the other direction. If you
do not have some occupation you will be treatec{y as vagrants, and made to labor
on public works.

Do not believe all the bad stories you hear. Malicious persons take plearure
in making you afraid. Do not listen to them. All their croaking certainly
does you no good. Do they tell you how to get food and clothes without work 7

You must be obedient to the law. I do not think the people of Mississippi
have made all laws that relate to you as they ought to have done. But even if
there be some things denied to you as yet, which you wish to gain, yon cannot
get them by disobedience and idleness.  You cannot make people treat youn well
by showiug that you do not deserve it. If you wish for rights, do right your-
selves. If you desire privileges, show that they may be safely intrusted to
you. Such a course, with patience, will make you happy and prosperous.

I hope that a sense of justice, benevolence, and enlightened self-interest will
lead the white people to sct you a good example of faithfulness and honor in

observing contracts.
SAMUEL THOMAS,
Assistant Commissioner State of Mississippi

HEADQUARTERS DeEPARTMENT OF MIssissipei,
Vicksburg, Mississippi, January 2, 1866.

I cordially approve this excellent circular.
TI. J. WOOD,
Major General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Official : STUART ELDRIDGE,
Licutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant General.

The labor question is one of the greatest importance to the people of our
State at this time. All are depending on this year’s crop to recuperate their
fortunes, and upon the negro to do the work. It is discussed constantly on
the street-corners and in the papers. It is hard to make the people understand
that the laboring force of the country has decreased, and that there are not
near as many hands to labor as there used to be. This scarcity insures the
freedmen a good price for all they do, and makes them quite independent.

I have been trying to meet this demand for labor in t{w Mississippi bottoms
by transporting laborers from the interior and poorer parts of the State. Many
thousands will change their homes in this manner. My order for granting
transportation does not mcet this ease; but, after consultin% with Major General
Wood, commanding the department, and gaining his approbation, I have trans-
ported large numbers to the rich lands, where they will be well treated, fed,
and paid by kind employers. It is a fact that if they are not provided for in
this way, they will be in danger of suffering in the future. It has been my
design to secure for the freedmen during the coming year steady employment,
and to promote harmony of fceling between whites and blacks by every means
in my power.

Our business in the courts of the State is constantly increasing. Inorder to
protect the freedmen at this place I employed James W. Davis, a lawyer of
ability from the north, thoroughly imbued with correct ideas on the subject of
freedmen and their rights, who was admitted to the courts, and defended all
freedmen who were from any cause unable to obtain counsel.

His report shows nineteen (19) cascs defended by him, twelve (12) of whom
were convicted, and seven (7) acquitted, Of the courts and juries, he says :



38 REPORTS OF ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS

“I cannot say that the juries would knowingly convict an innocent black
man, a8 my observation leads me to a different conclusion. I can say that the
color of his skin materially affects bis evidence as a witness, and any slight
discrepancies in his testimony would waterially invalidate it. I am satisfied of
the judicial integrity of the judges.”

Experience in admittjng negroes before the courts will lessen all prejudices.
With the advice of this solicitor, I have, at various times, sworn out seventeen
(17) writs of kabeas corpus for the rclease of freedmen improperly imprisoned.
They were all discharged after an examination before the proper judicial au-
thority. This writ is now as necessary to the safety of the freedmen as to that
of the white men.

There is a disposition to prosecute government lessees for using property
that has been restored. Suits for damages are being instituted in all the courts,
and the feeling against them very bitter.

I wish to present a complete statement of the workings of the Davis’s Bend
colony for the year.

The land was divided and leased, houses built, and a system of government
organized as reported to you in previous communications. The people work~1
well, and have shown by their industry, perseverance, and management, that
they are capable of doing business for themselves, and will do best where the
greatest encouragement is held out of future reward.

There were on the Bend one hundred and eighty-one companies or partner-
ships who received land. These comprised thirteen hundred adults and four
hundred and fifty children. About five thousand acres of land were divided
among them. These people were left frce to manage their own affairs; not
even officers of the burean were allowed to meddle with the pecuniary or do-
mestic affairs, They have produced—

12,000 bushels of corn, worth at least......................... $12, 000
Vegetables, potatoes, melons, &e., sold.........o oo ol . 38,500
1,736 bales of cotton............... eeane Ctececaresasansane 347, 200
Total amount of receipts......covveevieninaaniiiiii.a.. 397, 700
Paid for expenses......... Ceesssassessstans ceaeee $160, 000
Paid to white partners for stock, supplies, &e......... 60, 000
P’aid receiving and disbursing officer Freedmen’s Bureau,
e fOr rations dYaWn «eeeeeeeennnerencncnccnneanns 18, 500
Total disbursements......... Cereeseseaccanene Creeeenn .. 238,500
Balance in hands of colonists..... Cetecceaeaaaaaaaa ceeees 159,200

The people have raised their own crops, made their own sales, and put the
money in their pockets ; none of it passed through the hands of white people or
officers of the government of any department. ‘I'he only opportunity there has
been for any cheating has been in t{:e scttlement made with white parties who
furpished supplies. We have guarded this in every way possible, and de-
manded that settlements should be made before our bureau officers.

The home-farm of five hundred acres was cultivated by transient people
thrown upon our hands, and by those who were, from any cause, unable to-
procure land.

Receipts from home-farm, for 234 bales of cotton...... tremeann 248,859 80
Paid to freed people for work by superintendents during
the year................... et ttacteacearenana. $6, S50

Paid to superintendents on all the plantations on the Bend,
year's work............ ceteseeresaacanans S, 5,995
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Paid for ginning, baling, and picking................. 84, 675
Paid for freight, commissions, repacking, &c........... 5,410

Total expenses.....ocevvviinennnn. Ceeeeeeeeeeeaa 822, 930 00

Amount turned over to receiving and disbursing officer......... 25,929 80
If to this amount we add amount received by said officer for
rations issued colored planters........ ..o iiiiiiite.. 18, 500 00

It will show the total amount received by the burean from the
home-farm and the colonists.......cccoueiiiniiineinnnnnn. 44, 429 80

Five thousand bushels of corn were raised on the home-farm and fed to gov-
ernment stock, which was in use for the benefit of the people,

The experiment has been a grand success, and proves what the people can
do. I regret that they cannot have the opportunity of cultivating the same
lands this season. Four of the plantations iave been returned to the owners ;
the organization of the colony is broken up, and the people advised to seek em-

loyment and business elsewhere. 1 still retain the Davis plantations and will
ease them this year, but will charge the people a moderate rent, and not allow
them to have the land free, as was done d!t’.xring 1865.

The following is a copy of Chaplain James A Hawley’s report of the manner

in which the work in his colony has been conducted, with its results :

VicksBura, Miss,, December 8, 1865.

CeroNEL: T respectfully submit the following report of the operations of the
past year in the colony under my supervision :

In September, 1864, many pcoXle were just outside our lines and in a suffer-
ing condition, at which time I, under your orders, made an inspection with refer-
ence to the relief of their pressing necessities, As a result, they were, to some
extent, supplied with rations and clothing and encouraged to shelter themselves,
With this assistance, they got through the winter.

With the hope of rendering this body of destitutes ésome three or four hun-
dred) self-sustaining, an effort was made to secure land from the treasury land
office, unsuccessfully. A military order, however, was issued, granting such
land as was necded for their use. The people were organized into squads or
companies, and land given them according to their working power. Some dis-
couragements met them. Parties hostile to the enterprise were ready to predict
no benefit to them. They lacked capital, and it was thought best to allow them
to associate themselves with white capitalists. C. Stoddard & Co., of Memphis,
agreed to furnish the means, sharing the profits of the crop. They have thus
been supplied with the necessaries for lifc and labor.

Prior to this, small garden patches had becn assigned to them and seeds dis-
tributed, the produce of which cnabled them materially to live in comfort.
Plantation work proper was not begun till March 20, owing to various delays.
This prevented the cultivation of much land that might have been cleared, and
exposed the late-maturing crop to the ravages of the caterpillar. The overflow
of the river also did some damage. Nevertheless some 700 acres of cotton were
planted, and the prospect at one time was of a fair crop. Through outside and
vicious influcuces the crop was neglected at a critical time, and when the people
saw their mistake it was too late to repair it.

The amount of ginned cotton raised was 93,125 pounds, or 233 bales, which
was sold by sample, realizing an average price of 38§ cents per pound. Gross
amount receipts, 835,875 58. Amount expenses—stock, tools, and rations,
$29,902 60. Of this, (deduciing stock returned to Stoddard & Co.,) $19,940 25
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was for rations and stock lost, and $2,922 for extra rations, clothing, tobacco,
&c.; $3,038 was for ginning, baling, &ec., and $3,042 67 was paid the pcople
as their share of the net proceeds, the contract having been that the negroes
were to retain the stock and implements, delivering the crop in packages for
market, and receiving a moiety of the net profits. Largest crop raised by any
fquad, 41 bales ; second, 38; least, 3. Largest sum received by any one man,
&225 74. Had all squads worked as faithfully as did one, the amount of profits
to divide would have been six times as gieat as it was. There was no squad
but had too many hands for the work or land cultivated. Six of the thirteen
squads came out in debt to Stoddard & Co., this mostly due to indulgence in
extras,

Theresults of the enterprise may be summed up as follows: It has saved
875 per day in rations to the government; it has given the people a lesson in
independent labor, and, being undertaken at a time when labor was a drug in
the market, thus giving employment to those who would otherwisc have been
idle, and comfortably maintaining them till now.

Many made some little mnoney from their gardens and outside labor. Most
appear well clothed, and some have a little money to begin the new year with.

Believing the experiment on the whole a success, and thanking you for cour-
tesics and support, I am, colonel, very respectfully,

J. A. HAWLEY,
Chaplain, Sub-commissioner Bureaw of Refugecs,
Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands.
Col. SAMUEL THoMmas,
Assistant Commissioner Bureau of R., F. and 4. L.

Official : STUART ELDRIDGE, Lt 4. A. A. G.

The organization of the De Soto colony in Louisiana was broken up by the
flood in the Mississippi river last sFring. It was impossible for the people to
recover from the effects of it, yet they made fine gardens and did not ask for
assistance from the government. T'his, under the circumstances, was all that I
expected.

This closes my report of the working colonics under my charge during the
last year.

With this report I forward that of my able and efficient superintendent of
education, Chaplain Joseph Warren, D. D.

Sixty-cight (68) teachers are on duty, and five thousand iwo hundred and
seventy-one (5,271) scholars enrolled. The prejudice against negro schools in
some parts of the State is so strong that we have been deterred from making
the experiment in such localitics. Thereis generally less manifested opposition
to them now than there wassome time ago. Our schools are in a flourishing con-
dition aud increasing, although we have some difficulties not found in other
States. We have been compelled to pay high rents for quarters and rooms for
school purposes, and in some cases have advanced money to teachers on their
regular pay, owing to the neglect of their societics to furnish thein needful funds.

A complete report of medical matters, from Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Thomas
B. Hood, surgeon-in-chief, has been forwarded. There are three hospitals and
eight surgeons on duty. There have been treated during the past ycar, under
this supervision, 5,716 patients, of whom 283 died. All expenses of this de-
partment have been paid by the bureau. Owing to the want of buildings and
the operation of orders restoring property, I have been compelled to reduce my
hospital accommodations continually and to discharge some surgeons. We are
now making exertions to establish a large institution at Lauderdale Springs,
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where buildings can be procured and the locality is healthy. If we succeed in
getting possession of the property, we will try to employ more physicians, and
in various ways make the sick, infirm, and aged more comfortable. We are
being aided by the socicty of Friends in this enterprise.

Our hospitals are in good condition, and the officers in charge are efficient
men as a general thing For a complete report of what this department of the
bureau has done, the giﬂicultics encountered, &c., I would refer you to Surgeon
Hood’s report.

Our property report is still large, although I have restored 90 plantations,
containing about 45,000 acres, and 100 houses and lots. I still have on my
papers about 35,000 acres of land and 42 gieces of city property. Many of the
plantations on my papers are reoceupicd by their owners, who have failed to
make applications for restorations, which they think unnecessary as long as they
are allowed to return and reoccupy.

The following is a hurried resumé of the ration reports for November and
December.  If there is any suffering among whites or blacks in this State I do
not hear of .it. Only about six hundred persons (including government em-
. ployés) were fed by the bureau during December :

Number of freedmen fed in November.............. eeeeraeeenes 1,787
Number of freedmen fed in December....... o teeceseananns eeea . 570
Decrease «cvveeeeirineecennnncnecanns teeeeccennennens 1,217
Number of refugees fed in November, about ...........cocntie vee 70
Number of refugees fed in December, about . ... ooviiiiuaoot. 20
Decrease, about o oivieneiienii i, eesecianeanonns 50
Total number of persons fed in November.........ooaoiiaalL. 1,857
Total number of persons fed in December. ..... aae-s ceeeaaes ceen 590
Decrease ......... e eeseceeneeaecca et 1,267
Number of rations issued to refugees in November...... ..o .. 2,467
Number of rations issued to refugees in December ......... cemrans 651
Decrease v ovceeeenneeeneeceraanecanns eeecraceranannann 1,816
Number of rations issued to freedmen in November ............... 33,693
Number of rations issued to freedmen in December oo oo cneeeennn. 12,632
Decrease oovveeeeenencencenenenn Ctessenvsncsossnnnnan 21,161
Total number oferations issued in November.......... creemeanaan .« 36,160
T'otal number of rations issued in December ... covoat. eteeenean 13,183
Decrease ..... cecenevercancmen ceanne ceeeeccrncacnaans 22,977

Showing a decrease of more than 1,250 persons fed and about 23,000 less
rations issued. Most of the dependants are sick people and orphan children,
The support of refugees is practically stopped. _

I append hereto a financial statement for the seven months ending December
31, 1865, showing gross amount of receipts and disbursements for each mouth
and the amount on hand December 31, 1865,
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FINANCIAL AFFAIRS,

Statement showing amount of money received and disbursed in the Bureau of
Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands for the State of Mississippi, at

Vicksburg, from June 1 to December 31, 1865,
DisBURSED :

1865.
June.  Expenditures for month of June ........c.c.oaee...
Balance to culy........... cenenns cereeas teeaeen
July.  Expended in July....... e
Balance to August ...cooneiniiiiiiiiiiniiaaa...
August. Expended in August cooe covuiaaiiaans Cemeneneaaas
Balance to September........ ceseeceracacannnnans
Sept'r. Expended in September ... ..civiiiiiniaa... .
Balance to October .............. cecessanciecsaan
October. Fxpended in October cavvuniiiiiiiiiiiiiieannne. .
Balance to November................. Ceeeeeeeane
Nov’r. Expended in November . cocvieeiieiiiianinannns
Balance to ¥ omber ... ..iiiiiiiiaiiat .
Dec’r.  Expended in December ....oovvviiiiiaiananann. .
Vouchers due and remaining unpaid................
Balance due Freedmen’s Bureau .....cccveveen... .o
RECEIVED: :
1865.
June.  Amount on hand last statement.....eveeeeniiiaa.s
Amount received during month....... ceeaee ceecnes
July, AmountfromJune30........cviiiineiinnanannn.
Amount received during month.............. ceeane

Error in bringing forward balance.......ccvaiaant.

$2, 576 71
4,243 86

——— —————

24,245 69
4,216 17

8,461 86

—
[OR——

$4, 599 08
5,480 46

10,079 54

ROV
FOR—

5,179 42
8,572 74

13,752 16

——

#4, 284 52
10,647 47

6,223 25

—

$3,328 25
7,423 22

10,751 47

S

$5, 055 643
2,115 49
53,496 92}

60, 668 06

————in

966 22
5,804 35

JUIERRREY
pE—

84, 243 86
4,218 00

8, 461 86

U
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August. Amount from July ....ccviiiiiiinniiiiineiiannnn $4, 216 17
Amount received during month.....covieeeeane. 5,863 37

10,079 54

Sept'r.  Amount from August .....oviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiaas $5, 480 46

Amount received during month............coaa... 8,271 70
13,752 16
October. Amount from September ............. et $8,572 14
Amount received duringmonth .......oooiiiilal.. 6,223 25
Nov'r. Amount from October......ooveiiiiiiiiiiennnnns $10, 547 47
Amount received during month...........ooeiinnn. 204 00
10,751 47
Dec’r.  Amount from November.......ooiviiiiiiiaaaa... &7, 423 22
Amount received duringmonth............. eeieee 53, 244 84
60, 668 06
RECAPITULATION.
Amount on hand June 30, 1865 <« e vvueeieeraannneeennn. . 8966 22
Amount re ~ived from all sources....caeeenaaan.. crcvanann 83, 879 51
Total receipts «.coveeeenenneenn.. cereeneenaans ceservanas 84,845 73
Total expenditures. .. .coveeeeeennenreineeaanaaans. “ees.. 31,348 804
Remaining in hands of receiving and disbursing officer ....... . 53,496 924

—_—

I forward the report of Mr. G. Gordon Adam, a detective sent by me to the
southern coast of this State to investigate the alleged shipment of freedmen
into foreign slavery. He says that he has no doubt that the attempt has been
made, and that at this time there are many persons discussing the feasibility of
such a project, and anxious to carry it outif practicable. He thinks the report
will not be made from this State, but from Alabama. I have made great exer-
tions to ferret out this matter, and believe the project cannot be carried out from
this State. ‘

I have tried to close up the year by giving you a correct idea of the results
of our labor. I believe the bureau is now working in perfect harmony with the
State government and the department commander. I do not think the situa-
tion of affairs the best possible for the interests of the black man; yet, on the
whole, it is surprising he is so well treated, and has his freedom so generally
recognized by the people.

The freedmen ave well informed as to what their duties are, and will in a
short time become contented and useful laborers.

"L'he favorable change in the feelings of the white people towards the freed-
men can be recognized, in many parts of the State, by the willingness of the
negroes to go there and labor. , :

I believe the reported cases of outrage and abuse are decreasing and that
the condition of both classes is improving, notwithstanding all discouraging
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legislation. T am satisfied the colored people are orderly, and not disposed to
commit crimes in any excessive degree.

That the bureau las accomplished something in this State towards solving
the great problem committed to its officers last May, cannot be denied. My
officers and assistants have performed their whole duty.

Military commanders give me all the assistance I could wish, and I am glad to
say our relations have been friendly and cordial. State officials have treated me
with courtesy, and have in many cases aided me in the discharge of dclicate duties.

I am, general, very respectfully,
SAMUEL THOMAS,
Colonel and Assistant Commissioner,
Major General O. O. Howarb,
Com’r Bureau of Refugees, §c., Washington, D. C.

No. 11.

Bureau REFUGEES, FREEDMEN AND ABANDONED LANDS,
OFFICE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR STATE orF MissIssiPPI,
Vaicksburg, Miss., February 6, 1866.

GENERAL: In compliance with your request, I have the honor to forward the
following statement with reference to the public lands in this State.

There was sold during the war, under an act of the confederate congress,
lands amounting to $54,109 39—the number of acres not stated. 3,595,229
acres of land were returned as belonging to the United States by the auditor
of public accounts in his last statement, November 2, 1863, divided among the
countics as follows:

Acres,
Amite COUNtY v.veiiiiiiieiiiiiiiitiiiietetaeiraaanaan 60, 070
Carroll county ... vuveeeeeeeeiiniiiiia e iiaeiiaea s 36,213
Choctaw county «oveeiniiiiii i it aiiaaaeaaeanacnnns 72,578
Claiborne county ............. ereaeeaaas Caerereereaaeeaa, 1, 458
Clarke county . ..coeeiniiiiiiiiiiiiieieniiiisnnenananansns 251, 740
Coahoma county....ovviiiiiinneniaa it ie i e 20, 280
Copiah county ... .o e iiiiiniiiiiiiie ittt 12, 540
Covington county..... e eeteaceeneatae ettt 223,333
Franklin county ..... ..., et ereiteteiea et 81, 894
Harrison county ...l A, 63, 987
Holmes county ..... Ceeseneannn e e cetteearieatasnaaaaann 8, 264
Issaquena county ovveeeiiinii it i 21,744
Jacksoncounty. ... ..l i it eaaaaaa 273,170
Jasper county...... Ceteeeaeeneceansaaa Ceeeenaan ceveeann 65,703
Jones county....cevieiiiiiaa., e ectse e e e 304, 148
Kemper county. ..ot 100, 300
Lauderdale county ....vviinni i 233,321
Lawrence county «..oviiiiiiiiiiiiriieieeniiaeenneannn. 162, 810
Madison County .....ciiiiiateiiieiiia ittt aaaaaaan 2,080
Marion county..eee e eieenieeeeneenaeennanann P 755, 086
Monroe county - .. .ieuniiii it i it 7,196
Neshoba county .....cooeniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii i, 50,751
Newton county..covueeeeiiiiineeeaaneeaaiiecrennannanens 85, 050
Oktibbeha county.....ocovviviiiiaiaiia Cerieieieeiiae 4, 000
Panola county........ Cetiteseeeseenatitac s Ceeees 39
Perryecounty...coovviiiniiiiienanienann.. R ... 238,817
Pikecounty..o.coeeeieeennnnianannnann. sebsasseveccanasus 121, 490
Scott county «...cuviaiieiiinn. Cecverncencsencans craresenes 61,128

Simpson county «oeueeeeeeieaeeiiiianeiinrisesencnranaann 130, 700
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Acres,

Tallahatchie county ...oovideneeiiniennnn.. 19, 595
TunicaCounty . vnenene ittt re e . 160
Warren county ..ol 37,553
Washington county ...... fetieeieiieeaeaeeeaaataan cesennna 5, 479
Winston county .......... et et ieeereireeaaas 43,616
Yallabusha county ...........onoi.. e Crerenrenaa 36, 066
Yazoo county ........... feseettescnueanaananns Geaseesanen 3, 870

Total.eovveiniininnnn.. Crereeeeiiiietaeeaaeaaae 3, 595, 229

s
—_

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
SAMUEL THOMAS,
“Colonel and Ass't Commissioner, State of Mississippi.
M. jor General O. O. Howarb,
Commissioner Freedmen’s Bureau.

No. 12.

Burrau REFUGEES, FREEDMEN AND ABANDONED LANDS. .
OFFrICE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR STATE OoF Mississippi,
Vicksburg, Miss., January 31, 18G6.

GeNERAL: In accordance with a plan approved by Major General Wood,
commanding this department, I have the honor to report that I made a tour
through a portion of Mississippi for the purpose of finding out what the freed-
men were doing, how they were being treated by the white people, and the gen-
eral effect of the return to civil laws, I visited Jackson, Meridian, Lauderdale,
Macon, Columbus, Aberdeen, Okalona, Corinth, Holly Springs, Grenada, and
Canton. I made it my object to stay at each place long enough to see the may-
ors, magistrates, and other civil officers, the most influential citizens, and the
better class of freedmen. It would take too much time to give a description of
all I saw, or to write all that was said. As you are more interested in the con-
clusions I arrived at, I will proceed at once to give you my thoughts respecting
the condition of things in the country through which I travelled.

The freedmen have all gone to work; they have mostly contracted with their
old masters, and manifest a disposition to live up to their agreements. Not a
planter would say that he had any doubt of the fulfilment of their obligations.
Everywhere the negroes were praised for their readiness to work, and their gen-
eral good conduct; no crimes, greater than what are called petit larcenies in the
north, are complained of,

The freedmen who have been so long congregated about the cities in small
huts, living on what they could derive from irregular labor, have gone to the
pluntations; no complaints are made respecting their willingness to do; and
the number still remaining around the towns is not excessive. The vagraut
law has not been enforced in any of the towns I visited, as the authorities in-
formed me it was not neccssary; the freedmen were disposed to do all they
could ask. The foolish stories that seemed to distract the State so long, are no
longer heard, and a spirit of earnestness and a determination to work have seized
the negroes, which augurs well for the future. .

In many of the towns I visited there was a call for laborers to do city work,
as 8o many of the freedmen had gone away. The demand for labor cannot be
satisfied at present, and people arc begiuning to realize that there are not
near enough negroes to perform the work that is required in the State.

For some time the citizens were disposed to blame the colored people, and to
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say they would not work. Now they admit that the freedmen are all eniployed,
and working well, yet the demand is not half satitfied.

Tt is generally remarked that the feelings of the people toward the freedmen
are improving. They are now disposed to grant them justice, and cases of abuse
are becoming less frequent. Three months ago hardly a citizen of the State
wag in favor of colore:} schools; now, many talk of them favorably, and in no
case would the better class of people oppose their introduction. At Aberdeen,
the city authorities passed a resolution to aid the benevolent societies of the
north in the establishment of schools.

For some time after the surrender, the people of the State assumed that the
negro was worthless, and would not make any attempt to employ him. It is
different now ; they are beginning to ree that it is to their interest to'protect
and foster the labor of the south. I can see no reason why there should not be
a large crop raised in the State during the coming season. It is surprising, but
certainly gratifying that freedmen are in this condition.

The condition of the white people is not so encouraging. I cannot explain
the seeming contradiction, yet the feeling against all « Yankees,” and the gen-
eral government, is stronger than ever before. It was impossible for me to ex-
posc my uniform to view anywhere, on the cars or on the street, without hearing
such remarks as ¢ that's a damned Yankee;” ¢ what does he want herc?”’ “he
had better not stay long,” &e., &e. They are not disposed to treat any per-
sons representing the government, who is unsupported by a military force, with
any respect or even common decency. Of course, it is the lowest class of the
community who talk in this way, and swagger around in such a style; yet it is
a bad state of society in which such an element is so much on the surface as to
geem to rule the whole. "White men are murdered by this class, and ne notice
taken of it; robbing and plundering are of nightly occurrence in most of the
towns in the State; yet the citizens and the authoritics seem powerless to arrest
it. There is a lack of efficiency in the State government everywhere; it is not
vigorous, and does not secure the lives and property of the citizens.

Too many scoundrels and desperadoes are in office, who refuse to take a bold
and upright stand against crime of all kinds; order and peace cannot be restored
during the continuance of such 2 state of things; the citizens are the sufferers
by it; but it is not a military matter, and if the people wish to live in such a
lawless manner, they ought to be gratified.

I append a few slips from newspapers met on my tour, indicating some of the
above points, for the information of the commissioners. Similar statements have
been made in papers published at Holly Springs, Corinth, Grenada, and Jack-

son:

« Encouraging.—As an indication of the change in the fecling of the people of
Migsissippi, the following is good: The mayor and council of Aberdeen, Miss.,
have passed a resolution, saying that they will aid the benevolent associations
of the northin their efforts to establish schools for the eduecation of destitute
white and black children. The Sunny South of the 20th indorses the resolution,
and calls upon all good citizens to assist the mayor and council in their efforts.”

“ Freedmen doing well —ILieutenant Garret, of the Freedmen's Bureau, has
lately returned from a trip in the country, and reports the fiee labor system
working well. Employés and employees are getting along harmoniously and
pleasantly.” .

“¢ Freedmen’ labor, §c.~Accounts in the Louisiana country paper represent
that the freedmen are indisposed to make any contracts for labor. They refuse
to make any agreements whatever with the planters, unles: they can be em-
ployed near the large towns. They are expecting something extraordinary to
turn up. In the parigh of St. James, since the 1st instant, on several large plan-
tations, they have stopped work eatirely from this cause. The same complaint
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is made in other parishes, A number of the principal planters of the Attaka-.
pas emigrated a few days since hence to Belize, Hondurus.” ”

“So we learn from the New Orleans papers. We regret that our neighbors
-have found difficulty in hiring labor. With us everything has gone off well
enough. It is true that many of our friends have not heen able to procure as
many hands as they wished, butin the main the blacks hercaboutshavedisplayed
a commendable degree of interest in procuring employment. There are few idlers
to be scen on the streets, and everything has settled down into quiet. This
result is in a great measure attributable to the course pursued by the officers of
this post. Heretofore we have had men to come among us, to promise fair,
and at the outset to keep their promises, who after a while secemed to lose all
interest in the conduct of their troops. The officers now stationed here seem
to be untiring in their efforts to keep order, and the troops are certainly the best
behaved and gentlemanly that have ever been in Columbus. Instead of proving
hurtful to the labor interest of the country, they promptly obey all orders cal-
culated to advance it,”

“ Matters in Mississippi—Condition of the freedmen—A hopeful state of
affairs—Bclow we give an extract from the Aberdeen Sunny Souta, of the 18th
instant, concerning the industrial eondition of Monroe county,and giving amore
hopeful view of affairs than the public have been led to apprehend. We under-
stand, from reliable authority, that there is not, or need not be, a single freed-
man out of employment for a day, and that, too, at fair wages. Fifty thousand
more laborers could be profitably employed in the State were they obtainable,

" *How are you getting along with your freedmen?” is the invariable question that we pu
to cach farmer that enters our oftice, and with singular unanimity they have forthe lust twelve
or fifteen days given hopeful and cheerful responses, The nogroes of old Monroe have gone
to work almost en masse, and there will probably be no necessity for the enforcement of the
vagrant law in this section of country.

The best of feeling secms to exist between the laborer and employer. The freedmen of
Monroe, confident that the southerners who were raised with them, and thoroughly under-
stand and appreciate their natures, are their best friends, are endeavoring, by faithful fulfil-
ment of contracts, to merit and retain their good opinion and support; and the planters are
determined to deal with them honestly and justly,

A caveful perusal of our many exchanges leads us to think that a better state of affairs exists
here than anywhere else in the south, aud we attribute it to the absence of troops. We have
had no garrison for months, and the result is that things are working harmoniously and
smoothly. The painful fact, however, becomes daily more apparent that the supply of la-
borers is not nearly equal to the demand. Surely there are not more acres under cultivaiion

. now than before the war, yet there seems to be a demand equal to at least thirty per cent, of
the old working force. How is this to be accounted for 7 Havo the freedmen emigrated? No.
The loss by emigration can be accurately estimated, and will not amount to a tithe of the
deficit, whereas, many hands, new to the country, are at work upon our farms, It is a sad
thing to say, yet we fear the only truthful solution ot the problem is to be found in the cem-
eteries,

Freedom came upon them rather like a tempest than a sunshewer—rather like a curse than
a blessing. The s{:ackles fell oft at the murgin of the grave, Had their emancipation been
¢radual it would have been better for the industrial interests of the country—immeasurably
better for the recipients of freedom. The work that was butchered in & moment could have
been well done in a year, Hundreds of thousands of God’s creatures would have been saved
for lives of usefulness. However, there is no more thankless journey than a voyage of re-
trospection. The laborers that we have are doing well, Their number is jusufficient, The
void can be easily filled with whites who only await the summons of the planter to put their
strong hands to the plough and restore the svuth to its former agricultural prosperity.”’

1 believe that the above is a fair description of the state of society and feel-
ing in the State, and have the honor to subscribe myself,
Very respectfully,
SAMUEL THOMAS,
Colonel, and Assistant Commissioner,
Major General O. O. Howarp,
Commissioner Bureau R. F. and A. L., Washington, D. C.
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No. 13.

OrricE or AsgigrTANT COMMISSIONER, BUREAU
REFCGEES, PREEDMEN AND ABANDONED LANDS,
Tallahassee, December 31, 1865,

Grnkran: I have the honor to make the following report of the affairs of this
bureau, in this State, for the month of December, 1865,

The general condition of the affairs of the bureau is favorable, and the official
relations between the military commanders and the provisional governor of the
State, and myself, have been pleasant.

T'he gathering in of the cerops for the year has been pretty much accomplished,
and the division of the crops bet-seen planters and laborers, or the payment of
the laborers in money, is progressing well.  The final settlements between these
parties will zoon have been accomplizhed, and in most cases satizfactory to both.
The most of the laborers either prefer to receive their pay in money, or imme-
diately sell a large proportion of the crops which fall to their share to the
planters for the money, and by this means the greater proportion of the able-
bodied freedmen will have from twenty-five to a hundred dollars each, while
nearly all of the freedmen have been supported on the plantations.

The belief among the colored people that Iands and stock were to he divided
among them by the government has been gradually giving way, though relue-
tantly, the final dizsappointment to them will not be very great.  Yet they have
generally declined (0 make contracts for the ensuing year till after New Year’s,
I learn that in the last few days many have made contracts, and the prospects
are favorable for the future,  The high price of cotton is inducing planters to
offer good wages for the next year’s labor.  Average wages will be twelve dal-
lars a month for first-class hands, and these graded according to the capacity of
the employés for labor, I have reagon to believe that comparatively few freed
people will be on public charity next year.

Self-interest among the planters is doing much for these labovers.  The people
at large show a pirit of dislike or hatred to the freedmen that is hard to account
for. T'he feeling among the little planters, lawyerg, the members of the present
legislature, the croakers and other small fry,is contemprible.  While the sub-
stantial planters have a degree of' consideration for the former slaves that could
hardly be expeeted. They arve paying quite well for this year, and oflerving good
wages, quarters, and rations for the next, with the privilege of the laborer to
keep his family with him at little expense.  The little men quite generally at-
tempt to hire single men, or rejeet those who have families from the plantation.
The competition for labor in this State will compel these matters to remedy
themselves,

A Targe number of freedmen are coming into the State to find labor from
Georgia, saying the planters are unwilling or unable to hire beeause of the re-
strictions in that State on the Iabor system,

The great majority of the inembers of the legislature, now in session, are op-
posed to the equal or semi-equal rights of the freedmen,  The proposed bills I
have already forwarded to you, together with the letters to Governor Marvin,
are a pretty good index of the feclings of the members.

The system inaugurated by the preseriptions of circular No. 9 i3 working well.
So far as I have been able to learn, all the judges of probate, and when author-
ized, the justices of the peace, have entered upon the duties in good faith, I
have not yet heard from some of the gouthern counties,  T'he general disposition
of thesc officers is to deal justly with all parties.  Whenever they have asked
instructiong or advice, [ have corresponded freely with them, and whenever I
thought it necessary, I have sent an agent to correct any errors. I do not think
I could have adopted a better system to meet the nceessities of the occasion,
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while there are so few troops in the State. There have been cases of partiality
in the division of crops, and there are men who, by one species of dishonesty
or another, have failed to pay their hands, but these are exceptional cases, and:
those cases which it is bard to reach. All is done that can be to remedy these
cases. » : : ;

Immediately after the promulgation of circular No. 9, I instituted a system of
inspection by agents of the bureau, whose duty it was to visit each county and
consult with the officers in charge of the affairs of the freedmen, and explain to
them the objects and requirements of the bureau. The State for this purpose
was divided into five districts. 'T'wo of the agents have fiuished their tour and
reported. The one for the southern district reported by letter from Tampa,

- after having accomplished half his labor. /The reports of th:se officers are favor-

able, excepting in lower or southern Florida, where the agznt, Oaptain Thomp-
son, reports very unfavorably of the white citizens. These agents think there
will be very little suffering among the freedmen this winter, and where they have
received reasonable treatment this year they will be willing to work rext, and
vice versa. ; ' e
" Whenever proper application has been made for property in the possession of
the bureau, it has been returned to the former owners. A

No rations have been issued this month excepting at the hospitsl at Jackson-
ville and the asylum at Fernandina. No suffering has resulted yet. I have,
by thus stopping the issue, been able to learn who the needy were, and have
again ordered the issue to those absolutely unable to, provide for themselves.
In my instructions to stop the issue of rations, the orphan asylum was inad-
vertently included. The mistake was remedied as soon as my aitention was.
called to it. The following is the best summary I could procure of the rations
issued since June in the State::

Jackaonvillesoaeee ceriienciieeeennne s freee ceecaananan veeeons 33,614
Fernandina..ceeean. emees e ieeisesaanancaennn teee eanee censon 26,447
St. Augustine..eecoeeiiienn ciiiniianaanns Ceeeieiaaceceeaan: . 19, 187
Tauahassee ------------ " neeareanrevwee S8 808 seenn) anennaconel 227

Totaleeweeeeeenanrennnas ceenan ereeaacnenn Cemesesesnie 79,4"75

* The -schools of the State are in a flourishing condition. 'Thére ‘was some
opposition to opening schools at Lake City and Gainesville,- but these diffi-
culties were overcome. We could have employed more teachers well if they
-had" been sent to us. 'The following is a list of the schools: Fernandina, 2
schools, 330 pupils, 5 teachers; St. Augustine, 2 &chools, 250 pupils, 4 teach-
ers; Jacksonville, 3 schools, 530 scholars, 6 teachers; Lake City, 1-school,
310 scholars, 2 teachera; Gainesville, 1 school, 290 scholars, 2 teachers; Tal-
lahassee, 1 school, 208 scholars, 2 teachers, T'otal, 10 schools, 1,918 scholazs,
21 teachers. ‘

At Fernandina the ladies conduct a sewing school. The orphan asylum at
Fernandina contains about fifty-five inmates. Flourishing Sunday schools are
connected with all the schools, and are mostly taught by the ladies. e

During this month I have called upon General Foster for very little aid,
Licutenant Colonel Apthorp and Chaplain Moore being the only assistance I
have had from the department, with three or four orderlles.” I have had no‘
difficulty yet, but am sorely in need of officers to take the place of the civilian’
agents to visit the counties of the State, If these officers can be furnished by
you, I hope you will send them to me. General Foster tells me he has no
officers to furnish. The pay of civilians being moderate, and not being allowed
mileage, their pay will not support them, B

» Captain W+ H. Barlow, assistant quartermaster, has been to Apalachicola to

Ex, Doc. 27 4
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lock after the property interest there; but he has lately been relieved and
ordered to Fort Garland, Colorado.

Major Joseph F. Denniston, commissary of subsistence, has thoroughly in-
gpected his department in East Florida, and reported upor the necessity of
igsuing rations, )

Major L. L. McHenry, assistant adjutant general, and Surgeon J. W. Apple-
gate, have visited Key West, Tampa, and Cedar Keys, to look after the interests
of the bureau in their respective capacitics. These officers all report well con-
cerning the general interests of the bureau.

. I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. W. OSBORN, Colonel,
Assistant Commissioner Bureau R., F. & A. L., Florida.

Major General O. O. HowaRrbp,
' Comm'r Bureaw R., F. & A. L., Washington, D. C.

No. 14.

. OFFICE ASSISTANT CoMMISSIONER,
BureAu REFUGEES, 'REEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
Tallakassce, February 6, 1866.

GENERAL: I have the honor to report the operation and conduct of affairs of
this bureau for January. I have deferred making this report since the 1st in-
stant to receive some of the reports of the inspectors and subordinate officers,
copies of which 1 will enclose. \

The difficult labor of getting everywhere a division of the crops between the
planter and his laborers, or seeing that the laborers were paid a fair remuncra-
tion in money for the labor of 1864, has been accomplished, and in nearly all
cases satisfuctorily to the parties.

Where the freedmen have worked well, the wages they received have been
good ; and where they for any cause worked badly, the wages have been small;
but the freedmen universally accept the result as the natural consequence of a
summer of idleness, and commence this year with a determination of procuring
better pay by doing more work. I do not see but they rearon up cause and
effect with as much good gense as any other class of people. '

Since my arrival in the State I have held firmly to the principle that all
classes of people were citizens, and equally entitled to all the rights and benetits
of American citizens, and as such were equally liable to punishment for crime,
and to the responsibilities of citizens of the United States in all respects. I
have leld, too, in my official capacity, that every person should labor in some
capacity to earn his bread and: support his family, and that it was detrimental
to any able-bodied person, white or colored, to be supported by the government,
while every inducement was held out to him to labor for good wages. The old
and decrepit are furnished with a house, and the indigent when necessary with
rations. I also believe in the broad principle that demand and supply should
in every community govern the price of labor, or, in other words, that labor is
a commodity in the market, and that the possessor of it is entitled to the highest
market value, and that any restrictions on the price of labor beyond this has a
tendency to injure the best interests of the employer and employé alike.
And as laborers by the laws of this State have the first lien upon a crop raised
or labor done, further bonding of the employcrs for the payment of. their em-
ploy¢és would be rather injurious than otherwise, excepting to retain the pres-
ent organization of the bureau to enforce the legal claims of the laborers when
the civil authorities might fail to do it. I have, too, everywhere, where the in-
fluence of this bureau was brought to bear directly upon the freedmen, endeav-
ored to treat them as men endowed with common sense; for I believe that
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Providence has endowed them with as large an allowance of that special ele-
ment of manhood as He has any other uneducated class of the human family,
With these views of my duties and of right, I have endeavored to stand in the
gap made by a lifetime’s education of one party under the prejudices engendered
in a slavcholding community, and the igporance naturally resulting from the
condition of slaves in the other party; and then, from this position I hold, to see
justice impartially administered. Experience has further shown me that all the
frecd people require at the hands of the government, or at the hands of the peo-
ple at large, is justice, and under a wholesome administration of it they will
advance the best interest of the country, their own interest, and advance rapidly
in all those branches of education which make a community of good citizens
and reputable people.

The frecd people of Florida need no symgathy above other people, but they
require justice at the hands of the people and of the government. '

am highly gratified to be able to report that throughout the State the
frced people have procured employment at remunerative wages, and I have
never seen less idlers in any community than are to be found here among that
class of people. With my acquaintance with the people of the northern States,
I have never scen a larger percentage of the laboring people employed than we
have here with the freed people. The average wages paid is $140 to $150
per year for first-class hands; $120 to $130 for second-class, or from one-fourth
to one-third the entire crop raised, the planters finding everything, provisions
included. The laborers generally -prefer to have an interest in the crop, and
the demand for labor has been so great that the planters have almost universally
yielded to the demands of the laborers.

The average price for labor in the lumber business is from $25 to $30 per
month. Double the wages I have mentioned are frequently given, and in some
cases even much more than that for extra hands or * head men.” -Scarcely one
planter out of a dozen will say in so many words that he has confidence in the
negro as a free man, and yet all classes of the people are in excellent spirits at’
the prospects for the present year.

The State requires quite one-fourth more labor than can be procured in it
this year. "I'hree planters out of each four wish more hands than they have. I
have made every effort to procure hands to supply in a measure this demand
from points where it was reported there was an accumulation of vagrants, and
the result shows there are no people without employment. 'To illustrate this
point: A respectable planter within the last week offered to take all the ne-
groes confined in the jail at T'allahassce, pay any charges that may be against
them, regardless of the offences they had committed, and work them on his
plantation, and pay good wages. In fact, several have been released on these
conditions. .

A very unexpected difficulty arose early in the month by a class of planters
going among the laborers hired by their neighbors and inducing them by some
representation to leave the planters with whom they had contracted. T'his prae-
tice became 8o prevalent and so great'a nuisance, that not an hour of a-day
would pass but planters came to me to solicit my interference to prevent it, or
prevent their hands from leaving them. I hesitated, because I Knew I could
not reach the most guilty parties, who of course were the white men holding
out inducements to the negroes to break their contracts, The plantérs urged
the matter on the ground that the negroes did not appreciate the binding force
of a contract, and they belicved they were at liberty to work for the men who
offered the highest wages, regardless of having entercd into a contract pre-
viously, but if I would officially say otherwise every freedman in the State
would believe me. The result fulfilled their expectation, and not a single com-
plaint came to me after the order was first published in the papers, and the -
conditions of the circular have resulted in doing much -good. Very little,
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if any, harshness has been resorted to. It further had the good effect of induc-
ing planters to enter into written agrcements. The circular also had a good
effect in inducing people to refrain from this disreputable method of procuring
hands, by an intimation that a person who would practice it ¢ forfeits the repu-
tation of a gentleman, and that he is an unsafe man to trust as an employer.”
I would have preferred not to have been morally compelled to issue this cir-
cular No. 1, as the conditions of it bear more heavily on one class than another;
but the results derived from it have reconciled me to its conditions. Circular
No. 2 is inerely explanatory of one clause of circular No. 1.

In reference to General Order No. 4, headquarters department of Florida, in
which punishments by stripes or the pillory are prohibited, I will only say here
that the good will and kind feeling between Governor Walker, General Foster
and mysclf, in our official capacity, has in no way been moved. The corre-
spondence on the part of each has been kind and courteous, and looking to what
each considered the best interest of the people. The entire correspondence,
general orders, proclamation, laws, and explanations, ‘have already been laid
before you. o

The provisions of circular No. 2, paragraph I, series 1865, from this office,
have been modified, and agents are being appointed by special orders from this
office to transact the duties of the bureau within special limits. The knowledge
obtained of the civil officers in the different counties from their transactions
under the provisions of this circular gives me an excellent eriterion by which
to judge of their merits to carry out the duties of this burcau. The circular
was issued in accordance with the instructions of the Commissioner as nearly as
I could understand them from information at my hand when it was published.
It also accorded at the time with my own views, and the operations of the bureau
under its provisions have in the main been successful and satisfactory. I
watched the officers designated as agents very closely by a system of inspec-
tion. I made some removals and countermanded some of the agents’ orders,
The time has, however, come Wwhen it may with much propriety be modificd,
and special appointments made. In making these special appointments' I shell
take every precaution Eossible to select the best men for the position.

Four (4) officers of the Veteran Reserve Corps have reported to me and have
been assigned to duty as supervising officers of specified districts; the different
headquarters being located at Jacksonville, Gainesville, Lake City, and Mari-
anna. I expect good results from the assistance these officers will give me in
enforcing the regulations prescribed from this office for protecting the rights of
the freed people.

All the available force I could spare has been employed in visiting different -
sections of the country, conversing with the civil officers and planters, and
talking to the freed people. From these officers I have derived much valuable
information. Four are now absent on this duty, Great good has also been ac-
complished by these officers visiting remote portions of the State, by giving
assurance to the freedmen, and rcconciling the planters to make a fair and
thorough trial of free labor.

The commissary department has not been greatly taxed the last month.
Rations arc fssued to the orphan asylum at Fernandina, to' the hospital at
Jacksonville; and to a few infirm or indigent people at Fernandina, Jackson-
ville, and St. Augustine. No people are suffering. ,

In ihe quartermaster’s department we do not have a large amount of property
or make large requisitions, Major J. F, Denniston, commissary of subsistence,
is acting as quartermaster and disbursing officer.

I have been actively engaged in transferring the real estate received from the
United States officers, in whose possession it was when I came to the State, to
the original owpers as fast as they make their application for it and comply
with the orders regulating the restoration of property.
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I directed F. W. Webster, agent, &c., to visit Pensacola, in January, and re-
ceive the property there now in the hands of J. W. Ricks, special treasury
agent, which should be transferred to this burean in compliance with the execu-
tive order of June 2, 1865. The agent was absent from Pensacola, and pos-
session of the property was not obtained. This is the 'third time I have
endeavored to get possession of the abandoned property at Pensacola, accord-
ing to my instructions ; but under one plea or another Mr. Ricks has refused to
turn over the property. At Apalachicola the property has been nearly all
returned. I also directed 8. Conant, agent, &c., to visit East Florida and
obtain all the information possible concerning property purchased by the United
States at tax sales. A list was obtained, but as Judge L. D. Stickpey, treas-
ury agent, was absent, a transfer could not be made.-

The schools of the State are prosperous and in fine condition. The build-
ing now occupied by teachers and for schools will be retained for their present
use. Chaplain H. H. Moore reports twenty-one (21) schools, twenty-nine 529)
teachers, aud one thousand eight hundred and sixty-eight (1,868) scholars.
The orphan asylum at Fernandina, under the supervision of Miss Chloe Mer-
rick, has no ma‘erial changes since my last report. It has fifty (50) inmates
and five (5) attendants, R

Surgeon J. W. Applegate repc.ts favorably of his department. The hospital
at Jacksonville is well organized and provided for. Where it has been neces-
sary, regimental surgeons have cared for the freed people. The small-pox has
broken out in a few places, but not enough to attract attention seriously. Not

-more than fifty cases have been reported in the State, five or six of which have
proved fatal. :

The mail facilities are still in a very disorganized condition, and I am com-
pelled to despatch officers or agents for any information that is required off of
the lines of railroad, which have communication with but a small portion of the
State. -

There has been some suffering in Manatee and Hillsboro’ counties among the
families of United States soldiers, (white,) enlisted from Florida. The only
assistance furnished them in January was to transport corn to them at United
States expense.

The United States flag was not raised over the capitol during the session of
the legislature.

I am well aware that there have been cases of ill-trcatment and dishonest
dealing on the part of the planters with 'freedmen ; while we also find noble
treatment on the part of others with them. For instance, Colonel R. 1. Gam-
ble and Colonel J.J. Williams cach employed a hundred and twenty-five hands
last year. Colonel Gamble has paid his hands upwards of $12,000 for their
labor, and is still indebted to them; while Colonel Williams, aside from what
he has paid, now holds $10,000 in cash, subject to the order of his laborers.
But these extremes arc exceptional. The aggregate condition of the freed
people in the State is good and highly encouraging for the future.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. W. OSBORN,
Colonel, Ass’t Commissioner Bureauw Refugees, Freedmen, ,
and Abandoned Lands, State of Florida.

Major General O. O. HowARb,

Con'r “Bureaw Refugees, Freedmen, and ,Abcmdw;ed Lands.
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FERNANDINA, FLA,, January 25, 1866.

Sir: T have the honor to report the following number of inmates and attend-
ants at the asylum under my charge at Fernandina for the month ending Jan-
uary 21, 1866: Number of inmates, 50; number of attendants, 5.

I am, sir, yours, respectfully
TR SRS C. MERRICK.

Col. T. W. OsBorN, Assistant Commissioner, &c.

OFFICE AsSISTANT COMMISSIONER,
» BureAU REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
Tallakassee, Fla., February 7, 1866.

CoLoNEL: Inrelation to the present condition of the medical department of
the bureau for this district, I have the honor to submit the following report:

There are four (4) medical officers on duty in the district; three (3) regimental
surgeons, and one acting assistant surgeon, employed by the bureau.

The regimental officers attend to refugees and freedmen, in addition to their
other duties. The number of freedmen who apply to these officers for assistance
is quite small. No refugees have been reported as attended by them. Acting
Assistant Surgeon H. C. Vaughan has charge of the post hospital for frecdmen
at Jacksonville. The number of inmates in this hospital is nincteen (19.) Most
of them are old and infirm persons, and some of them are afflicted with chronic
diseases of long standing. 'The number of attendants in this hospital is three (3.).

This hospital (or more properly asylum) is intended as a receptacle for all of
the old and indigent freed people in the State, or for those who, from any cause,
are not able to labor for their own subsistence. There is no other class of per-
sous who require assistance from the medical department of this bureau, as all
others who are able-bodied can readily obtain employment, and are thus able to
provide their own medical attendance.

The entire number sick at the date of the last weekly report was thirty-five, (35.)

Small-pox has prevailed to a very limited extent throughout the State; not
more than one hundred cases have occurred. On the plantations, where the
disease has made its appearance, the freed people have been cared for by their
employers. In all the towns and villages the municipal authorities have pro-
vided pest-houses, and have taken steps to prevent the spread of the disease.
Vaccine matter hasbeen furnished by the bureau, whenever requived.  No serious
trouble need be apprehended on account of this discase.

' I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: J. W. APPLEGATE,
Surgeon U. S. V., Surgcon-in-chicf D. F.

Col. T. W, OsBorn,
Assistant Commissioner, District of Florida.

OrricE CoMMISSARY OF SUBSISTENCE AND A, A. QUARTERMASTER,
Bureav oF REFuaEEs, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
Tallahassce, Fla., February 8, 1866.

CoLonEeL : In regard to the condition of the subsistence and quartermaster’s
departments of this bureau for the State of ¥lorida, I have the honor to submit
the following report :

Ou the 3d of January, by your direction, I authorized the commandants of
military posts in the State to order the issue of rations to those freedmen who
were in absolute need, having previously ascertained that some few were suffer-
ing for want of food. At the same time I requested such commandants to re-
quire their issuing commissaries to forward a report of the number of rations
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jissued, and the money value of the same, at the end of each month. Up to the
present time I have failed to receive any report of rations issued at the different
posts, although I have learned (unofficially) that such issues have been made.
For this reason I am unable to make any statistical report on the subject; but
I am assured that the issues have becn quite small, and confined to the posts of
Jacksonville, Fernandina, and St. Augustine. The only authorized issues that
are now being regularly made under the auspices of the bureau, in this State,
are those made to the orphan asylum at Fernandina, and the hospital at Jack-
gonville, under charge of Dr. Applegate.

In regard to the quartermaster’s department of the bureau, I would respect-
fully report, that I find considerable difficulty in procuring such articles as are
furnished by this department of the army. ‘

I have succeeded in obtaining five horses and three mules for the use of the
officers and agents, who are required to be mounted. These I have drawn on
memorandum receipts, pending the approval of a requisition by the Commissioner
and the Secretary of War, forwarded to Major General Howard about the 1st of
December, 1865; the Commissioner’s approval, and that of the Secretary of
War, being required by General Orders No. 49, Quartermaster General’s office,
August 26, 1865, .

But little transportation has been used by the bureau during the past month,

"outside the requisite amourt used by officers and agents, when travelling on
duty-—none except by sick and infirm persons on their way to the hospital at
Jacksonville,

As disbursing officer, I have received during the month $3,194 82, and dis-
bursed $1,344 50, leaving a balance on hand of $1,850 32. Some debts remain
unpaid ; but the bills not yet being rendered, I cannot give the exact amount.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
: J. ¥. DENNISTON,
Bv't Maj., C. 8. V.and A. A. Q. M., Bur. R. F.and A. L., Florida.

Brevet Colonel T'. W, OsBorN,

Ass’t Com’r Bureau R. F.and A. L., Florida.

-

GAINESVILLE, FLA,, January 20, 1866. -

Sir: Extract from Special Orders No. 9, office assistdnt commissioner, reliev-
ing A. J. Cassidy, acting judge of probate for the county of Sumter, from duty
as agent of the bureau, and appointing J. C. Lee, justice of the peace, as agent,
together with orders in cases of ficld girls illegally bound to labor, are_this day
received. I shall forward them, with letter, to Lieutenant Hezlip by next cou-
rier, I had already heard that affairs were in an uunsatisfactory condition in the
lower counties. I am anxious to go through them as soon as possible. The
affairs of the bureau in Alachua county are in much better condition than I had
expected. The freedmen have, with very rare exceptions, gone to work in
earncst. I have confidence to believe, if justice is done them, but little trouble
will arise in this county. The school is in active operation, with about seventy-
five scholars. Most of the adults who were attending school have entered into
contracts. The ladies report very favorably of the progress of the colored chil-
dren with their studies. I hope to make a complete report when I have made
tour of my district. Can you inform me whether contracts, specifying a given
amount of wages, legally require revenue stamps to be placed upon them? The
matter has suggested itself to me, but I have not thought it proper to broach it.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. H. DURKEE,
Capt. and Sub-Ass't Com’r, Bur. R. F. and A. L., Dist. South Fla.

Colonel T. W. Ossorn, '

Ass’t Com'r Bureau R. F. and A. L.
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MARIANNA, FLORIDA, February 3, 1866.

CoLoNEL: You will not-expect a report from me at this time, but at the end
of this month. Sooner, if possible, I hope to lay before you an official report
of each county in the district of West Florida

Arrived here on the 29th ultimo, I find that the agents in Jackson county and
other counties have approved contracts in which but three pounds of bacon are
provided ? They have no printed forms of contracts. ,

Good hands command one hundred and forty and one hundred and fifty
dollars for the season. But few freedmen are employed in Marianna; A number
of them have settled on government lands in the pine woods.

It shall be my endeavor to have a uniformity of contracts. Shall I annul
contracts in which the stipulated four pounds of bacon are not provided. Ihave
just received the message, &c.

With great respect, your obedient servant,
C. M. HAMILTON,
. Bii. apt. V. R. C,, &e.

Cvulonel T. W. OsBorN, Commissioner.

J ACKSONVILLE, FLoRIDA, January 31, 1866,

CoLONEL: In compliance with your telegraphic despatch of the 30th instant,
I have the honer to report that having becn here but a short time, and not
having an opportunity of meeting many of the planters, I only judge from what
I hear, and learn upon inquiry. I should therefore think that everything works
smoothly in this district, and that the freedmen, as a general thing, are at work,
and doing well.

I have just returned from St. Augustine, where I have been for ten days;
there I find that matters are working finely.

I have not as yet secured an office, but hope to in a few days. The quarter-
master at this place (Licutenant Logan) has promised to turn over one to me
(\lvheu he removes from his present location, which he thinks will be in a few

ays.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' WM. ARTHUR,
Captain Second Regiment Veleran Reserve Corps,
DBrevet Major U. S. Volunteers,
_ Colonel T. W. OsBorN, ' v
Ass’t Com’r Bureaw of F., R.anl A. L., Tallahassce, Fla.

OFFICE SUPERINTENDENT EDUCATION, DEPARTMENT FLORIDA,
‘ Jacksonville, January 28, 1866,

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following as my sehool report for the
current month : L '
- 'We have in St. Augustine: schools, 2; teachers, 4; pupils, 150. Fernan-
dina : schools, 3; teachers, 6; pupils, 280. Jacksonville: schools, 3; teachers, 6;
pupils, 240. Colony: school, 1; teacher, 1; pupils, 28. Lake City: school, 1;-
“teachers, 2; pupils, 300. Gainesville: school, 1; teachers, 2; pupils, 280.
Pilatka: ‘school, 1; teacher, 1; pupils;85. Tallahassee: schools, 3; teachers,
6; pupils, 240. -Marianna: school, 1; teacher, 1; pupils, 80. Pensacola:
school, 1; teacher, 1; pupils, 76. Lieutenant Cessna’s school: teacher, 1;



OF THE FREEDMEN'S BUREAU. BT

pupils, 20. Bell Air: school, 1; teacher, (colored,) 1; pupils, 40, Mid-
way : school, 1; teacher, 1; pupils, 20. Plautation near Tallahassee: school,
1; tegcher, 1; pupils, 30. Making a total of: schools, 21; teachers, 29; pupils,
1,868. .

Just at present, the small-pox prevails among the colored people in Jackson-
ville, which reduces somewhat the attendance at schools.

In other places the work is going on vigorously. Our teachers, as yet, find
but little sympathy among the people of the State. 'I'here is quite a demand
for teachers on large plautations, but under such circumstances that it would
not be proper to supply them with ladies,

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
’ H. 0. MOORE,
Chaplain and Superintendent Edvcation, Department Florida.

Colonel T. W. OsBorN,
 Assistant Commissioner, Bureau of Refugees,
Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands.

—

- Lake Citv, Fra,, January 30, 1366.

Sir: In compliance with instructions, I have the honor to report, that in the
month of January, 1866, one hundred contracts were made in this town between
the planters and freedmen.

All those contracts were made according to instructions from the bureau.
They embrace nearly six hundred persons. Mout of them are heads of families.
In most cases, those contracts have been made for wages ranging from ten to
fifteen dollars per month. Many are made for portions of the crops. All of the
contracts are very just and fair. A great many men are employed on the rail-
road, at good wages. I am very happy to state, so far as I am able to obtain
information, that the system of free labor is working well. In my district here,
the people seem desirous of treating the colored men and women, in all their
contracts, just and fair. I have not heard of one instance of cruel or unjust
treatment towards the freedmen. One great mistake has been made by the
planters; that is, in binding several persons in one contract, all said persons
being adults. In my opinion, those contracts are illegal, and I have instructed
the judge of probate of this county to cancel all such urcuments, and have
separate contracts made for each person, except heads of fnuilies, who are the
proper guardians of their sons and daughters who may bc m'nors, and have a
right to contract for them, All this has been complied witx *ery cheerfully by
Mr. Smithson, judge of probate for this county. This gentieman is very much
interested in behalf of the freedmen. I have had many orphan children bound
as apprentices, during their minority, to good and kind guardians. I have also
visited the school of the colored children at this place, and I find it conducted
in the most admirable manner. The lady teachers are kind and attentive, and
their pupils are making great progress ir their studies. I have not been able
to visit the other counties of my district as yet. I will occupy my office on the
1st of February, and will then take proper steps to establish an.“intelligence
office,” according to instructions, You will please inform me if there is any
certain form in which you desire these reports to be made,

" 1 am; very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
ANDREW MAHONY,
Captain 14th V. R. C.
T. W. OsBorN,- .
Colonel and Assistant Commissioner,

Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands.
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TALLAHASSEE, FLA,, January 31, 1866, ~

Sir: In obedience to orders, I proceeded to Apalachicola and Pensacola, to
obtain an account of abandoned and confiscated property, and have the honor
to report. On my way to Pensacola, I stopped a few hours at Apalachicola,
where I gave notice, through the judge of probate of Franklin county, that I
should return in & week, and should then be prepared to receive and act upon
applications for restoration, (under orders of the assistant commissioner.) :

Arriving at Pensacola, I found that the acting special agent Treasury Depart-
ment, who had charge of abandoned property in that place and vicinity, was
absent. His chief clerk and representative, upon reading my orders, gave me
access to all books and papers which could be of service to me, but declined to,
take any action in reference to a transfer of the property. I made a list, (here-
with submitted,) and left in the office of the treasury agent duplicate-receipts
for the same. I alse made a list (a copy of which is herewith submitted) of
property which was paying rent to the government, and placed it in the hands
of the judge of probate of Escambia county, with instructions (by written
orders) to collect rents as they became due, and hold the same subject to the
orders of the assistant commissioner Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and
Abandoned Lands. The rents heretofore collected have been returned to the
Treasury Department.

On my return to Apalachicola, I was informed by the judge of probate
that no applications for restoration of property had been made during my
absence, the claimants of property being content with its present status, since,
in addition to the order of Gieneral Howard, by which a’'general restoration was
made, special orders, chiefly Captain Childs’s, late commander of the post and
agent of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, have re-
stored nearly if not all the property which had been reported abandoned. I
could find no papers nor records of any kind, nor any information from which
a reliable list of property not restored could be divided. From papers obtained
at the office of the bureau in Tallahassee, and from verbal statements gfrom
memory) of officers formerly stationed at Apalachicola, I made out a list (here-
with submitted) as accurate as it was possible to obtain. The difficulty of this .
task was increased by the fact that a large number of the orders for restoration .
(copies of wlitch all are on file) described the property restored so indefinitely, -
orin terms go differently from the list in my hands, that it was impossible to
identify it. There is probably very little if any property in Apalachicola, re-
ported -abandoned, which has not been formally and specially restored to its
former ownerd. The last rents collected for the bureau on property in Apa-
lachicola were paid in by Mr, Kingston. ,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANK W. WEBSTER,
Special Agent Bureau of Refugees,
Ireedmen, and Abandoned Lands.

[

No. 15.

OFFICE AsSISTANT COMMISSIONER,
Bureau or REFUGEES, FREEDMEN AND ABANDONED LANDS,
' Montgomery, Alabama, January 31, 1866.

GENERAL: A number of matters of engrossing interest, coupled with physical
disability, Lave occasioned an”unpleasant interval in this series of reports.
During this interval our force has been materially strengthened by the arrival’
of officers from the Veteran Reserve Corps, whose respective assignments are '
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ghown by the roster transmitted to-day. These will relieve us in great measure
from the evils of frequent changes, and when those arrive who are named in the
additional detail, we shall be enabled to make the bureau more effective at a
less expense for civilian employés. For the present I have abstained from any
marked extension of the agency system, until a definite basis should be furnished
by legislation and the adjustment of military force. The foreshadowings of
both these I have studied with much care, to!ge ready to meet them when they
shall occur. .

During the month past considerable proceedings have been had under the ex-

ecutive order of 10th November last.
. The Selma iron-works presented a claim to Major General Thomas for
part of the property sold at that place by the treasury agent, of which mention
is made in my last report. General Thomas directed General Woods tq restrain
the delivery of the property in dispute. General Woods, knowing nothing of
the particulars, restrained the whole. He was absent immediately after, but
measures have been taken to have the discrepancy corrected and the claim de-
cided on. . I have preferred referring all such claims to him to deciding them
myself, as I desire to keep the bureau free from all property entanglements;
indeed, I only regard this kind of revenue as a dernier resort.

Brevet Lieutenant Colonel Wright, paymaster and disbursing officer, was
gent out early in the month to visit and dispose of the Briarfield iron-works,
touching which I have received some instructions from you. On the 9th instant .
he sold the works at public sale to F.J. Lyon and associates for forty-five
thousand dollars, ($45,000.) This price was, in some respects, low, yet it was
about five thousand dollars more than I thought the works would bring. No
money was exacted at the time of, sale, which is not altogether satisfactory, but
the conditions of the whole mattdr made this the best that, could be done. I
append a copy of Colonel Wright’s report. A communication received yester-
day from Mr. Lyon states that he has the purchase money nearly all ready,
and, from the high character of the parties, I presume we shall in a day or two
be.in receipt of it. It was ordered by Colonel Wright, with my sanction, that
all the other property sold by the T'reasury Department should be regularly ac--
counted for to the collector at Mobile, leaving that officer to settle with his own
agents, and pay over the net proceeds to the bureau. But the Briarfield fund,
a single large item, we thought best to sccure without deduction, leaving the at-
tendant expenses to be paid by the collector, by whose order they were incurred.

Upon receipt of the order which kindly secured to us the three vessels
kuown as the “blockade rupners,” I directed Captain Kerr to procced to Mobile,
-receive and dispose of them, under the advice of the general commanding de-
partment, The vessels and some other property have been received and adver-
tised. Here also we encountered a claim to one of them which I referred to the
commanding general for adjudication. General Woods is also kind enough to
procure a naval appraisement, so that we shall know before the sale what they
are worth. It is conjectured they will net about fifty thousand dollars.
The largest cannot be brought out of the T'ombigbee, where she has been a long
time aground, until the river rises. - ‘

There are also some frame buildings about the State, which will be looked
up and disposed of by an officer designated for that purpose by the department
quartermaster. Delay in all these matters has arigsen from the frequent changes
in which everything is involved-here. |

We have, however, already recéived as the first fruits of the order about
eight thousand dollars, which has been a great assistance.

Ea}rljy in the month two persons were arrested by the provost guard, charged
with plundering negroes on the highway. I caused them to be tried by a
military commission, The testimony did not make a good case, and they were
released on bail, pending the decision of the approving officer at' department
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headquarters. Two others were arrested on suspicion of belonging to 2 maraud-
ing gaug. Although they were finally discharged for want of proof, yet as
they were men of some prominence the arrest hag an excellent effect in their
county, ' ‘

On the 15th instant the legislature reassembled. The palpable failure, when
it last adjourned, of the attempt to depart from the standard of ““equal rights
before the laws,” so long established here, and the wonderful abatement of
doubt and dread which the freedmen themsélves effected during the holidays
by going quietly to work, had wrought a marked change in the public mind,
The governor had uo hesitation in vetoing the objectionable measures, declaring
that he would set his seal to no bill which did not deal alike with all men whose
circumstances were the same. The vetoes were sustained in both houses. A
bill has been introduced, and will pass, applying this qualification to all laws in
force, and repealing all inconsistent with it; and as the legislature long ago
directed the governor to appoint a commission to codify the criminal laws, it is
supposed their report, which is next week to be presented, will be in con-
sonance with this view, Indeed, I trust the extended discussion this proposi-
{i(an h;s bad in this State has given it such a footing that it can never be dis-

odged.

One of the governor's veto messages, however, requires especial notice. In
returning the labor contract bill, he states that in his opinion no remedy is
necesgary for vioiation of contracts beyond that of damages, which the common
law affords. As to freedmen this is practically no remedy at all, except where
unpaid wages have accrued. Indeed, it points to an abandonment of the
contract system. ‘ o ,

This statement is worthy of profound congjderation, It did not emanate from
me, yet I may now say that I concur in it. ™ found the contract system estab-
lished here, practically and in orders. The planters liked it, and so-vigorously
demanded contracts that there was danger they would not undertake to plant at-
all without them, Idleness was extremely prevalent, and contracts might answer
to restrain this disposition, ¢Labor regulations” were therefore issued from
this office. But it has all the while been my opinion that the frcedmen would
be found to be best governed by the same measures a8 are most effectual with
ourselves, and only injured by artificial regulations. The true éncentives to’
labor in the frec States are hunger and cold, and it was only injurious expecta-
tions of parcelling out at Christmas that made freedmen evade these, in some-
measure, until Christmas came. This artificial barrier removed, normal rela-
tions were immediately established. The true security of' labor, also, in the
free States, is that whenever the laborer finds himself ill treated, or his wages:
insufficient or unsafe, he can quit without having to account to anybody. This
is more and better than all laws, And the demand for labor will, I think, keep
the frecdman secure here in this particular. It certainly makes him so now.

Contracts imply bargaining and litigation, and at neither of these is the freed-
man a mateh for his employer ; nor do I think he can be made 30, except through
an ever-present competition, to which he can appeal. Undoubtedly his cre-
dulity will be somewhat used to victimize him just now; but, besides the state--
ment that he who has but one thing to dispose of goon learns to do it to the best
advantage, and that even ourselves were obliged to meet this same expericnce in
our boyhood. certain untilled plantations on all sides give emphatic warning
that Nemesia does not averlook the matter. : . .

Hence, while as an agent of the bureau I have faithfully tried to carry out its

olicy, I do not regret that I have ocecasion to express my views on this sub-.
jeet.  And I have never felt authorized to infringe the liberty of even a freed-
man by compelling him to contract, but have simply told planters that where .
there was no contract approved by this bureau, wken they came to seitle I should :
exact payment at the highest current rates, if complammt was made, and there ’
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was evidence of imposition. And Ihope this rule will prevail when the present

_erop is being gathered in,
" These views, general, are hastily expressed in transient correspondence; but
they have some maturity of thought. You will not understand me to propose
the subversion of an established guarantee ; only that, as fast as the custom of
money wages obtains its usual prevalence, both parties reserve the right to quit
at pleasure. I have no further fear of the wandering dpropensities of the negro.

The removal of forced restraint was naturally followed by a jubilee; but thatis
over now. He was brought up to work, and he will not depart from it. We
can get along in this State without a contract law of any kind, and it is pro-
posed fo try it. : .

- I am looking to the new Code also for relief from an outrageous law, a relic
of the anarchy of rebeldom, which allows the jury to affix the penalty of death
for horse-stealing. It makes no distinction of color; but the only two convicts'
I ever knew were .negroes. The governor was kind enough to commute the
gentence of one on the application of his former owner and the judge. I made
application for the other, and obtained a reprieve, which is still pending, and
will, I trust, be 4nal. And I have little fear that the law will be continued.

. Copies of the veto messages above mentioned have been sent you from time to
time. You will remember that just after the election I assured you that Gov-
ernor Patton would not be found wanting in sympathy or co-operation with the
bureau, and I trust yon will receive these as indications that I was correct; and
he is a man not to be driven from a position once assumed. ) ’

The reassembling of the legislature brought also a vast mass of evidence of
destitution, which was already indicated and confirmed by reports of officers
and others, several of which I send you with this paper. The estimates sent
in for the month were promptly mef, and we have becn able to supply partial
relief as fast as the details of issue were perfected. Mr. M. H. Cruiks um&s, the
State commissioner, spent the first half of the month in north Alabama, making
arrangements for the fourteen counties in Huntsville district, including those
most in need of immediate help. He will next visit the ceunties to be supplied
from Selma, Talladega and Tuscaloosa. He is vigorous and careful, and I am
pleased with his operations. From the State estimate which I send you, you
will sec that the authenticated report is enormous, reaching 52,000 white per-
gons. Yet the estimate sent in by me, for this month, does not exceed the
maximum of fif?een thousand (15,000) mentioned in my last report. For there
are already indications of abuse in some quarters, and I see no way but to fix
for each county a limit, of no more than we are sure is needed, that they may
be themselves interested to detect and prevent imposition. Indeed, the whole
system is only excusable as transient. The State, however, has given conclu-
sive evidence of the necessity by appropriating a million of dollars if it can be
raised, which, however, I suppose is mainly designed for the very large class
of persons who are in no sense paupers, but simply poor people who want credit
for something for themselves and their animals to eat while they make their little
crops. -

’lp‘he commissary ordered by General Woods to repcrt to me has failed to do
80 for some reason unknown to me. His absence has caused me severe inconve-
nience and uncertainty, and steps have been taken to hold him to a strict ac-
countability. The want has becu supplied by the detail of an officer now here,
who will report to-morrow. By the close of next month I trust that the ration

. business 'will be at least so systematized that we can give a full and specific ac-
countof it. I felt very much obliged to you fbr the detail made in anticipation
of my request. S

During the month also we have come, though not exactly into collision, yet

into vety direct contact with the militia system of this State. '
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As this system had in Mississippi received the peremptory sanction of the
President, I have heretofore been reticent in vegard to it. Indeed, before the
holidays, though one utterly disbelieved the rumors of approaching insurrection,
it was improper to forbid all measures of defence. But even then the creation
of whole squads of special constables, with arbitrary powers, did not fail to at-
tract such lawless characters as here abound, and to bear its natural fruits,
These I then bore with because they were inseparable from the system. But
now, when a statement of apprehensions is a prima facie falsehood, and Zere,
- where it is the rule to carry arris, the weaker party should not be forbidden to
do 8o, nor systematic plunder ca.ried on if I could helpit. So I wrote ashort let.
ter, a copy of which I sent you, which produced infinite growling, but has in
several respects given the right some strength. The members from the county
where the trouble occurred at once called and pledged themselves that if the
garrison wag withheld, the freedmen should not be interfered with; on which
I put them on probation. ‘

Some time since, on an intimation from Major General Woods, commanding
department, I filed with him my emphatic protest against the removal of the
troops, feeling sure that their presence is as yet indispensable to the comfort
and security, not only of the freedmen, but of other parties who naturally con-
fide first in the general government. In this connexion I may properly recall
the early and persistent application for cavalry in this State which was made by
myself, and seconded by Governor Parsons. Reasons of thesame nature still
exist, though not of the same urgency. It is not the resistance of lawless char-
acters and rebels we have to contend with; the difficulty is to catck them. In-
fantry in masses, perhaps, creates as much lawlessness as it prevents, but I am
and have been confident that a few companies of cavalry, so stationed that the
radii of their operations would reach the whole State, would be of great service
both as a police force and for the moral effect.

The universal commingling of the freedmen during the holidays has caused
a spread of contagious disease, and during the month we have been much con-
cerned at the prevalence of small-pox. The labors of Surgeon Kipp have been
very useful in this regard. He had organized a number of small-pox hospitals
about the State, the charge of which has been assumed by the local authorities,
'We have, however, been doing all we could to help them with provisions and
clothing for those who have recovered; and in this place, about four-fifths of
the patients being freedmen, we made a single contribution of fuel. Free dis-
tribution of vaccine matter has also been made, as we could spare it, and I do
not think the disease is now on the increase. Undoubtedly we should have
had much -more suffering, of this as of all other kinds, but for the very opeil
and mild winter we have been blessed with thus far. :

In the matter of schools we are still only at the threshold. Rev. John B.
Taylor, formerly State superintendent of common schools, of whom I wrote
you that I would like to get him into the bureau, has intimated his willingness
to accept, but has been all the month contined to his bed. The visit of Mr.
Melleu was encouraging, and I hope a school may come of it. We are renew-
ing our correspondence, and other measures, to get the ball in motion and give
it respectable dimensions,

. This report is transmitted to you by the hand of Lieutenant Colonel Wright,
who has, during the past week, been rclicved by Brevet Lieutenant Colonel
Edwin Beechier. I much regret the necessity that removes Colonel Wright, on
every ground. I have talked more intimately with him than with any one
here, and he can fully supplement this report, written by snatches, What I
have seen of Colonel Beecher gives promise that the relations which we have
enjoyed with Colonel Wright will soon be established with him.
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- For a concluding observation, T think the {'tate is quieting down, and that
while there may not be any-decided growth ot what we want, there is yet a
gradual abatement of what we feel bound to repress.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
) WAGER SWAYNE,
Brevet Major General and Assistant Commissioner,
Major General O. O. HowARrb,
Commissioner Bureau Refugees, Freedmen, §v.

M:emomn(]a enclosed.

Encloses report of tour of inspection in Lowndes county, by C. W. Buckley,
inspector. Also, report of tour of inspection in eastern Alabama, by C. W,
Buckley, and letter from R, F. Smith relative to destitution in Randolph
county. -

e

Memorandu.— Report of General Swayne of Janugry 31, 1866.

Numerous matters of interest, with physical disability, caused the lull in the
reports, Number of oflicers on duty bas been strengthened by accessions of
officers of the Veteran Reserve Corps. These officers will relieve the burcau
from the evils of frequent changes, and make the bureau more effective at less
expense. Has abstained from. any. marked extension of the agency system,
until definite basis is furnished by legislation and adjustment of military force.

The Selma iron-works presented a claim to Majur General Thomas for part of
property sold there by the treasury agent., General Thomas directed General
Woods to restrain the delivery of the property in dispute. General Woods
restrained the whole, and was absent immediately thereafter. Measures have
been taken to have the discrepancy corrected. Has referred all claims of this
character to the military commander, preferring to keep the bureau clear from
all property entanglements, regarding this revenue as a dernie; resort. -

Brevet Licutenant Colonel Wright was sent out early in the month to visit and
dispose of the Briarfield iron works. Sold them on the 9th instant for $45,000,
being $5,000 more than was expected for them. No money was exacted at the
time of sale, which is not altogether satisfactory. It was ordered by Colonel
Wright that all the other property sold by the Treasury Department should
be regularly accounted for to the collector at Mobile, leaving that officer to settle
with his agents and pay the net procceds over to the burean. The Briarfield.
fund, being a large item, it was thought best to secure without deduction. Upon
receipt of the order securing the “ blockade-runners,” dirceted Captain Kerr to
proceed to Mobile, receive and dispose of them, under the advice of the depart-
ment commander, They and some other property have been reccived and ad-
vertised, Encountered a claim to one of them ; referred it to commanding gen-
eral. Gencral Woods, by a naval appraisement before sale, will inform the
bureau of their worth, Several frame buildings in the State will be looked up
and disposed_of by the department quartermaster. Has reccived about $8,000
as a first-fruits of the cxccutive,order, Four arrests have been made for plun-
dering negroes, &ec., and have had a good effect. '

The failure of the attempt to depart from the standard of « equal rights before
the law” made by the legislature, and the freedmen during the holidays going
quietly to work, made a marked change in the minds of the people. The veto-
ing of the objectionable measures and sustenance by both houses seems to have
given the proposition a footing from which it cannot be dislodged.

Deems that the freedmen will be best governed by the sam¢ measures as are .

“most effective with ourselves, and only injured by, artificial regilations. The
true incentives to lubor are hunger and cold; the true security of labor in the
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“free States is, when the laborer finds himself ill-treated, or his wages insufficient’
- or winsafe, he'can'quit without having to account to anybody. :The demand for
“Jabor keops the freedmen secure in Alabama now. - . v e
.. Contracts imply bargaining and litigation, at which'the freedman is no match
“for_his white employer. ng not wish to infringe the liberty of the freedman
- by compelling him to comtract, but have simply told the planters that when
here Was no contract approved by the bureau, «when they came to settle 1
_ should.exact payment at the kighest current rates,” if complaint was made, and
“there was evidence of imposition, Wishes to be understood only that as fast as
~'the eustom of money wages obtains its usnal prevalence both parties reserve the
“right.to quit at pleasure; Can-get along in Alabama without any contract law,
- dnd pfopose to try it. i ' o |

5 “Tooks to the new Code for relief from the law affixing death penalty for horse-

~ tealing. . Tha only two convicts he knew are negroes ;' one is commuted, and
a reprieve is pending on the other. Copies of the veto messages have been for-
- warded. Hopesthey willgrove Governor Patton to be insympathy with the bureau,
* The reassembling of the legislature brought a vast mass of evidence of desti.
*‘tution. ' Autlentic report reaches 62,000 whités, while his estimate for this
- month does not exceed 15,000, Are indications of abuse in some quarters. The
. Btate hag. appropriated a million dollars, if it can raise it, for their relief. = .
‘.1, The commissary ordered by General Woods to report has not gdone go, His
“absence caused some inconvenience and uncertainty, . Has taken steps to hold
him to a strict accountability, = During the month, has come, though not gxactl
~into collision, into direct-contact with the militia system of the State, Althoug
disbelieving' the_ insurrectionary rumor, it was improper to, forbid all meagures.
“of defence ; but now: that had died away, the weaker portion of the community
“should not be forbid to carry arms, when the stronger do as a rule of ¢ustom. -
‘7 Filed with General Woods an emphatic protest against the removal of the
LRIy ;. . . .
“'t2dope. + Deems the presence of masses of infantry an evil, and unwieldy for the
“'gervice réquired, and, that a few bodies of cavalry would have a salutary effect.
1 Does not.consider the small-pox as now on the increase. Four-fifths of the
. patients being freedmen, aided the hospitals by furnishing fuel. . = : ... .

The matter of schools is still on the threshold. 4 5
_«.\ili,} B N WL P Lo Do : : ) B O
b '1 l R £ .'1. B . s i ’ - ' ’3.“ .' e

Cata s - MoNiGOMERv, ~Ai;A3AMA, January 5, 1866.
GeNERAL: I have the honor to submit for. your information & réport of ‘my.
recent tour of inspection in Lowndes county, in this State. In the production
#-80il and the number of its colored population, this county ranks third in.

the State.” Init are living many large planters who 0¥Wned a large number of, slaves.
t - was natural, then, in a county so densely populated with™ blacks, to"expect
vast confugion- when the time arrived for them to seek homes for themselves'
nd families, for the coming year. 'This bewilderment was atginented many.
fold: from “the fact that the county has been without an agent of the bureau for
P §°nd troops have been quartered within its borders; a large por--
‘county is yemote from the river, and also from any railroad communi--
“the information, which usudlly spreads along ‘such thoroughfares hag-
“had “but slight influence in_the counity,  Hence, many of the colored peopls;
must, of necessity, be grossly ignorant of their true position, and at"a ‘loss to:
“know What is for their best interest. 'Many of the planters also, in the more:
secluded portions of the county, have cling more closely to their old prejudices;
' than iti sections where there has béen greater freedom in the exchangé of thoug
and opinion, - o LIRS e
- I started for this county on the 27th ultimo, accompanied by an orderly, wit
the view of ascertaining the true condition of the freedmen, and imparting to then‘ﬁ
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such information as might he of service to them in seewring homes and employ-
ment, 1 labored for one object; I had but one aim—to bringIthe planters and
the freedmen into such harmonious relations as to insure an organized and effi-
cient system of labor for the present year. I felt confident, morcover, that my
efforts would not be wholly lost with the freedmen, for I have always found
them tractable and eager to reecive instructions.  After gatting some distance
from Montgomery, 1 found in some xections a timidity which seemed unnatural, a
shyness among the freedmen which was very apparent. The few whom I met
on the public roads, as I drew near them, would leave the roads, and pass
around me through the fields or woods. I'ar the greater portion remained
timidly near their eabins in donbt and suspense. At length 1 found the cause
of this wonderful timidity in these seetions. It scems, in certain neighborhoods,
a company of men, on the night before Christmas, under alleged orders from the
colonel of the county militia, went from place to place, broke open negro houses
and searched their trunks, boxes, &e., under pretence of taking away fire-arms,
fearing, as they said, an insurrection.  Strange to say, that these so-called militia-
men took the darkest nights for their purpose; often demanded money of the
negroes, and took not only fire-arms, but whatever their faney or avarice desirved.
In two instances negroes were taken as guides from one plantation to another
and when the party reached the woods the guides were most eruelly beaten.

I really believe the true objeet of these nightly raids was, not the fear of an
insurrection, but to intimidate anud compel the blacks to enter into contract.
I'or this same purpose, I found men who drove the freedmen from their houses
ou Christmas day, beeause they would not contract, thinking they would prefer
to remain on any terms than to be driven out, with their wives and little ehildren,
into the storm to seck new homes.  Some planters attempted to make it as difii-
cult as possible for freedmen to change their homes, by declaring that a negro
should not hire again within ten miles of his former home, 1 have the best of
reason for saying all such attempts most signally failed, and men who treated
the negroes thus are the ones who have been left without laborers to cultivate
their fertile fields.  Such was the demand for negro laborers even in this county,
so denscly populated with them, that any combination to abridge their freedom
in secking and changing homes, or to control the price of labor, failed most utterly.
One man whom I met and talked freely with went to the county jail and bailed
out four lf(-gmcs and gave them high wages, that he might have hands to make
his crop.

Another fact of which I was convineed, and am most happy to report, is this:
The growing confidence of planters in their ability to make a crop with free labor.
This idea has gained ground rapidly in a few weeks past.  Of all the men, on
my recent trip to whom I put the question, “ Do you think you can raisc a crop
with free negroes 7’ 1 have not found one who doubts the result.  Men who
told me last May and June that free negroes will not work without eompulsion,
have told me this week that their negroes never worked better than they are
now doing.

I cannot fail in this report to speak also of the prevailing good behavior of
the freedmen during the holidays.  An old citizen of ayneville told me that
he had never seen the town so orderly or the public square so free from idle
negroes as during the holidays just passed. When we take into consideration
the great ignoranee of the blacks, their inexperience in providing homes for
themselves, (this being the first time in their history,) and then compelled to
make the change in mid-winter, during a severe storm of a week’s continuance;
when we take into consideration also the impatience of planters, aud the irri-
tation naturally caused by this great change and breaking up of a past labor
system, we may safely say that we have passed smoothly over one of the most
teying periods in the history of the colored race. Heneeforth our feet tread
on firmer ground. There is wrong and suflering, to be sure, everywhere; how

Ex. Doc. 27 5
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great and how much no one on earth” will know. There are fugitives from
justice who never will appear before an carthly tribunal.  There are criminalg
whose guilt will never be atoned for in time, yet much has been accomplished.
Much has been done by the fostering care and protection of the bureaun. - Much
is due to the vigilance of military power. Much is duc to a generous govern-
ment and the beneficence of a Christian nation.  But all this is as nothing com-
pared with what God is doing for the race. Stubborn and persistent has been
the reluctance of the negroes to contract; so stubborn, that the entreaties of
friends were powerless; so persistent, that the intimidation of foes was of no
avail; so widespread, that it reached from Virginia to T'exas. We deprecated
it ; we strove against it ; and yet it was God’s method of teaching eight millions
of people their dependence upon the despised freedmen, and the most arrogant
and haughty would not learn the lesgon until the holidays left them without
Iaborers to cat their bread by the sweat of their brow. How comprehensive
are these lessons which God would teach us. How powerful and all-pervading
are the sceret laws by which a just God governs the affairs of men. How diffi-
cult for human agency to seck out and suppress the wrongs of a single State.
How impossible almost for human charity to relieve the sufferings of society.
And yet how casy it is for God to do it by the very elements of society them-
selves, These things He is doing day by day for the colored race. He s
‘ordering that the self-interest of the former master shall be the protection of the
late slave. Where all other laws fail, this is effective ; where other agencies
never go, this is present to raise up friends for the helpless and ignorant, and
to open the prison door to the bound. The present, then, I regard as the most
favorable period for striving after a permanent reconciliation between the former
master and slave. Now is the full-tide time of effort. The very forces of
society are aiding to solve the problem.
I have the honor to be, general, with much respect, your obedient servant,
C. W. BUCKLEY, District Inspector.
Brevet Major General W. SwavNE,
Assistant Commissioner, State of Alabama.
A true copy :
C. CADLE, Jr,,
Brevet Colonel and 4. A. G.

No. 16.

OFrFICE AsSISTANT COMMISSIONER,
BurgAv oF REFuGEES, 'REEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
Montgomery, Ala., December 26, 1865.

GENERAL: My usual weckly report was not forwarded last week in conse-
quence of my feeling it necessary to go to Mobile immediately upon the adjourn-
ment of the legislature. I, however, telegraphed you a summary of the action
of that body, and requested Colonel Cadle to send you copies of the bills with
an apology for myself. I returned from Mobile on Saturday, having been four
days en route in consequence of attempting to come up the river in a boat which
met with an accident. I send you enclosed two slips from the Mobile Register
and Advertiser, containing letters to that paper, which give the best account I
have seen of the legislative action last week. It is proper, however, to observe
that I have studiously avoided interfering with that body, and have not been
in cither house except on occasion of the inauguration, On Friday the governor
sent for me. I found in the executive office Governor Patton, Governor Par-
sons, the president of the senate, and other gentiemen. They submitted to me
threc bills, the approval of which was under cousideration: ~ 1st. The appren-
tice bill, which I could only pronounce the revival of slavery, so far as concerned
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persons under age.  2d. T'he contract bill, which T was obliged to pronounce
the revival of slavery for all others, except as to sale of persons. 3d. A bill
to revive those parts of the slave code which refer to free negroes. 1 simply
opened the statute-book and pointed out provisions which required all free
negroes to leave the State within thirty days, and others of the same or worse
tenor, I morcover advised them that the fact that 10,000 copies of all these
bills had been ordered ¢ for immediate distribution,” showed that the status of
the courts here was not understood, and that I had been oblig2d to issne my
cireular No. 3, which has been sent you.

Thercupon, Mr. Crenshaw, the president of the senate, drew the Dill which
was presented, to abolish the distinction of color in the administration of the
laws. It was a time of profound fecling, but I am assured that the bill will
pass next month, Meanwhile I hope and trust Congress will save them the
trouble. From first to last I have asserted with deepening conviction, that on
this condition, and this only, is it just, or wise, or safe, to allow civil justice to
have exclusive power among this people, and from this condition, while I have
the power, I will not swerve an inch. But there will be a continual fight about
it until they see the line of strict equality laid down by Congress.

Arrived here, I found awaiting me your circulars Nos. 19, 20, and 21. The
first of these refers to the matter of rations, which I have not entered upon
herctofore, because everything scemed so uncertain I knew not what to say.

From the time I first came here, Governor Parsons, and many gentlemen I
met, were full of most sincere apprehension as to the horrors of this winter,
They pointed to the number fed last year, and alleged good reasons why the
number of needy should be much greater this yecar.

I could not help feeling that this was true, and on my visit to Washington, .
and elsewhere, I indorsed the statements of the governor in this regard.

On the assembling of the legislature, the governor recommended that a large
appropriation be made to purchase food, and that a commissioner be appointed
to co-operate with me in the work of distribution. Such an officer has been
appointed, but has not yet reported.

Committees on ¢ destitution and supplies” were also appointed ; and that of
the house proceeded at once to gather data as to the probable extent of destitu-
tion in the State. ‘I'hey were not very energetic, nor had they reports from all
the counties; yet the chairman gave me a memorandum, stating that he esti-
mated that there were 130,000 destitute persons among the whites alone.

At this juncture I reccived your letter, reminding me of my statement, that
the issue would have to be about 40,000, In the light I then had, I felt bound
to give my opinion that it ought not to be less; but, meanwhile it was actually
being made smaller, by the withdrawal of the troops and consequent reduction
of supplies. I went to Mobile partly to correct this. I obtained from Crencral
Woods the enclosed circular, No. 4, and notified the commissary who sends
supplies to all points accessible from there, that I should ask for the issue of
from 12,000 to 15,000 rations daily, divided between Mobile, Selmna, Mont-
gomery, T'alladega, and T'uscaloosa. It was my design to ask that 5,000 morc
be sent from Nashville to north Alabama; and these estimates will go in as
soon as I have finished this. You will understand that so far I am acting on
information, considering that if I am allowed to have the stores at all, it is not
too much to provide for a number from both classes, only equal to onc-seventh
of those aaid to be destitute in one class.

But when it comes to issuing, I am disposed to rigid scrutiny., While I
think it right, as I have =aid, to provide, yet, before issuing, 1 propose to make
careful scrutiny of cach district. I have never issued rations except where
destitution was asserted under oath and I propose also to keep this up. The
State commisgioner is a clear-headed, vigorous man, and he must help in this.
And just here I must say, that the apparent want is not so great as I appre-
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hended. Two months ago women and children and broken-down men came
thirty and forty miles in wagons to beg a little food. There is not g0 much of
this now; and I felt this so strongly that I went this morning to talk it over
confidentially with Governor Patton. e is a practieal, conscientious, economi-
cal old merchant, who, I thought, would ucither deceive nor be deeccived. He
gaid, however, that he knew there could be no mistake as to the mountain
countics, and told me of some sad incidents. 1e felt assured that 5,000 rations
for Iuntsville district would not go beyond the strict requirements of humanity ;
I shall accordingly ask for that number, but shall try to go up there next week.
But as to the portion of the State originally under my jurisdiction, I shall pro-
ceed more slowly; and I think that here I chall be able, outside the cities, to
restrict the issue mainly to helpless colored persons. T hope the issue in the
State will, in no case, exceed 15,000 rations; and I give yon the earliest possi-
ble notice of this that you may use your judgment in relation to it.

Uron receipt of the exeentive order directing a transfer of property to me,
my idea was, not to encumber the bureau with the custody o any property
except such as it required for use; and, as to the rest, to have Mr. Montague,
who had been assigued to that duty by the Secerctary of the T'reasury, dispose
of it, settle with his agents according to outstanding agreements, aund transfer
net proeceds to Colonel Wright.  But Iast week I received notice from the
Scerctary and from Mr. Mellen, the supervising agent, that this would not be
permitted. I saw Mr. Mellen at Mobile, and learned that this action was based
upon the fact that Mr Montague was not in favor with his superiors. I at once
applied to General Woods for some officer in whom he had confidence, and am
in hopes in a few days to relieve Mr, Montague with an excellent oflicer of the
quartermaster’s department.

Meanwhile the property at Selma had already been brought to my notice.
The personalty there had been offered for sale, and some large brick stacks and
furnaces. These I struck from the list, as they plainly belouged to the realty,
which had not been advertised. The rest, which had no such conuexion, I per-
mitted to be sold, and enclose you Mr. Montague’s acconnt of it,

The plan of the sale at Briarficld was not satisfactory to me. It was pro-
posed to sell all that could be removed from a large iron works, without any
reference to the realty. I at once directed this sale to be postponed, and notice
given that, in the meanwhile, bids would be received for the realty. Mr, Lyon,
whose application to you had been referred to me, was specially advised of this.
I send you a copy of the notice.

I have also an application from General Croxton to purchase the works at
Blue Mountain. I enclose you copies of hixletters. T did not think it advisable
to lease the property. I have no knowledge as yet of its real value. I shoull
be glad to have instructions in this matter,

There are a number of loose buildings about the State which I am trying to
turn in, several of them are still occupied by troops; and these 1 have not inter-
fered with.

You will observe that one-half of the very large estimate, forwarded this
week, is for two contracts made before I came here.  Both of these have been
examined on the ground by Colonel Wright, and are belicved just claims,
though it is thought the larger one can be compromised. It scems to me unwise
for the government to undertake the business of farming in this manner. As
orders were already reecived to pay the claim of My, Alcorn, (and it was supposed
the other would be disposed of in the same way,) it was thought best to put
them both in the estimate, and get authority to pay what is found to be neces-
sary, with a view to getting them out of the way as soon as possible.

As we get in a little money, uses for it multiply. It is hoped that before
long a direet act of Congress will measurably remove the struggle between
humanity and discretion, by laying down a precise line of expenditure, with
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definite meang,  Some items in the estimate sent this week will explain what I
mean.  Loxcept that for a hospital at Talladega, which is mainly the forwarding
of an application, all are believed to be founded on strict necessity or past
expenditures.  The price of rents here is enormous, $1,5600 to $3,000 for dwell-
ings, 82,000 to 87,000 for stores, and everything clse is in proportion.  Corn
is $2 25 per bushel—an important factor in the problem of destitution.

I am in receipt of Colonel Woodhull’s letter of December 19, by your ovder,
referring to the Monroe County Agricultural Association. The question of the
right of the freed people to hold real estate did not eseape me, but I did not
" think it worth while to raise it. ISven before the war, free negroes had the
same right here as white persons in this respect, and it has never been denied
them since. "They constantly exercise it under our system here, which adminis-
ters the laws in this, as in all other vespects, without distinction on account of
color, and I have taken it for granted that these people would never be aban-
doned by the general government till this, with other rights, was sccured to
them in perpetuity. I am satisfied no bill to deprive freedmen of this particu-
Jar right can become a law in this State.

Meanwhile, this plau is taking root. IIaving been advised of a meeting in
Conecuh county, 1 sent the oflicer who et you at Jackson to attend it.  They
adopted the Monroe articles word for word.  Chaplain Buckley was pleased
with what he saw, and recommended the man elected president. I have learned
of similar meetings held, or about to be held,in Clarke or Wilcox counties, and
I suppose the results will be before me when the legislature meets.

I wrote you some time since that 1 was not satisfied with the working of the
courts here, and that the difficulty arose not so much from a denial of justicc as
from failure to use its ordinary means. Several cases of outrages have come to
my knowledge, perpetrated by men in disguise, and in the night. I have
thought much how to correet this evil, and I am disposed to try the means used
clsewhere to stimulate juatice, i. c. rewards. Thus, with your approval, I
should like to advertisc pretty widely that I will give a reward of $1,000 for
the apprehension and conviction of the parties who, in Mobile, have burned
three churches within six months.  And there arc two other cases in other
parts of the State where smaller rewards would answer an excellent purpose.
People would at least be carcful of new crimes. As I said, uses for money
multiply. I do not want to be extravagant, yet I feel bound to make to you
suggestions which I think for the good of the work.

Christmas has passed without the slightest difficulty being reported so far.
And so far no helpless freedmen have been reported to me as having been
turned out homeless, though I have occasional applications to take charge of
such. There may be more at New Year’s, hut the negroes seem generally
willing to stay on the old home places and to care for their own helpless among
themselves. We shall open no new colonies, unless perhaps one near Hunts-
ville, and we are making some progress in inducing county commissioners to
take thoge we have.

We get no response to our applications to benevolent societies at the north
for teachers, We have several places where we could place northern male
teachers to advantage, and many more where we could use teachers selected
here. .

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WAGER SWAYNI,
Brevet Major General and Assistant Commissioner.
Major Geeneral O. O. Howarb,
Commissioner of Bureaw of Refugees, §e.
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No. 17.

Orrick AssisTaNT CoMMISSIONER,
Burrav Rervares, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED Lanbs,
Montgomery, Alabama, January —, 1866,

GeNeraL: I forwarded to you last weck my usual weekly report by mail.
I then wrote you that Christmas had passed without any apparent disturbance,
None has since been veported, and the same may now be said of New Ycar's
day. There was quite generally a changing of places, a good deal of confusion,
and undoubtedly some suffering, but no such consequences as were apprehended
on both sides. In Lowndes county, near here, the planters made a strong com-
bination to hire no negro away from home. The freedmen stood it out until the
planters gave way, and they finally hired at random, at a little higher wages
than were generally paid elsewhbere, IFewer cases are reportéd of helpless ones
turned out of doors than I anticipated. On the other hand, it is like moving a
mountain to get these county commissiorers to do anything towards providing a
poor-house.  As soon as the legislature meets, I shall again attempt to compel
them by law to do it. Such a bill was introduced a few weceks since, but was
finally Iaid on the table.

Mr. M. H. Cruikshank, the  commissioner appointed by the State, has re-
ported and entered upon lis duties, going first to ITuntsville, whence he will
explore north Alabama, and arrange the distribution of supplies to the really
needy. He will also have in view and advance the other objeets of the bureau.
He is an active, and, apparently, an excellent man. His salary and travelling
expenses are paid by the State. 'T'o be sure, to be on the safe side, the esti-
mates sent in were finally reduced to thirteen thousand five hundred in all.

I have about given up the hope of receiving any accession of teachers from
northern benevolence, though we shall still press our application. Meanwhile
I shall try what can be done among the Christian denominations of the State,
nearly all of whom have pledged themselves by resolution to aid the education
of the negroes. 'I'o this end I have tendered an appointment as superintendent
of schools to Rev. John B. Taylor, a Baptist minister, whose life has been
mainly devoted to cducation, and who was doing what he could to promote
schools among the negroes even before I came here.  He is well known through-
out the State, having been formerly State superintendent of schools, and eame
within a few votes of the same position a month ago. He has my proposal un-
der advisement. If he aceepts, I will send him out over the State to sce what
he can do, and shall hope for good results.

T'wo men were arrested near here one day last week, who were robbing and dis-
arming negroes upon the highway. ‘T'he arrests were made by the provost mar-
shal’s forces. 'The men represented themselves as in the military service, and act-
ing by my order. They afterwards stated, what was probably true, that they
belonged to the Macon county militia., I have procured a military commission,
and shall proceed to try them, making the first charge the unlawful assumption
of authority. A Aabeas corpus will be sued out and taken to the President. I
am sorry to give you this trouble, but I must enforce upon this people my
original proposition, that if they don’t do justice, it will be done for them, And
it is further desived to convince the local militia that stealing clothing, pistols,
nd money, under guise of «disarming the negroes,” or stealing pistols only, is
robbery, and will be so dealt with, according to the means we have, There
must be “no distinction of color” in the right to carry arms, any more than in
any other right.  When the writ of 2abeas corpus is served, a gpeeial communi-
cation will be forwarded for presentation to the officer to whom the prisoners’
application is referred.

We are in reccipt of an order detailing several officers of the Veteran Reserve
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Corps to report hiere, and two of the officers have arrived. The re-cnforecement is
very welecome, and especially needed just at this time, when we are losing some
of our best officers by muster-out. Licutenant Colonel John B. Callis, who ar-
rived to-day, will be sent to relieve Chaplain Goodfellow, at Huntsville, mus-
tered out of service., IHe is an excellent officer, who will not stay as a civilian,
and with whom I am very sorry to part.

In this connexion I am in receipt of Chaplain Goodfellow’s report upon the
application of W. I'. Clarke, late of General Fisk’s staff, returned with your
indorsement for my action.. In the absence of countervailing proof, the facts
statel show that this was in fact a purchase of government property by an
officer in the service. DBut as General Fisk seems disposed to make a personal
matter of it, I think the government would probably losc less by the transaction
than by a quarrel in the service, and shall accordingly confirm the sale. The
technical question of jurisdiction I of course care nothing about. We are also
in receipt of your telegram of date December 28, 1864, calling for an estimate
of quartermasters’ stores for the next six months, It has been prepared and
goes forward immediately.

From Colonel Woodhull, also, we have a memorandum of forty cases of
clothing and supplies, sent by R. B. Minturn and other gentlemen of New York
city. I have addressed a mnote to Mr. Minturn, and shall further acknowledge
the receipt and distribution of the stores.

I have, also, from Colonel Woodhull, a circular of the American Freedmen’s
Aid Society, calling for a variety of information; the circular indorsed with
a statement of the hold which the society has upon the bureau, This fact is
recognized, and we shall furnish such information as we can. Before receiving
your indorsement 1 felt a little hurt at the fact that:not one teacher has arrived
and reported to me since I came here. I felt at liberty to treat the project as
I, in fact, regarded it, as a ponderous and expensive diversion from the v-oper
work of the commission. -

During the holiday season contracts have been made on every hand, and are
still making, The general average of payment i3, besides food and quarters
and medical attendance: for the entire family, ten dollars a month for men and
eight for women. I have not thought it best to interfere with the laws of
supply and demand any further than simply to secure to the helpless ones the
necessaries of life. So far as I can learn, the demand for labor exceeds the
supply in all portions of the State. We estimate that there are now probably
as many as five thousand northern men in the State, and the freedmen show
them a marked preference. There is another gratifying feature: those men
who used their freedmen badly last year, find proportionate difficulty this year,
and some of them have had to give it up. We have also received and read
with much interest your first annual report. I beg to thank you for so much
of it as refers kindly to myself. I hope and trust the work here may show
that the foundations are well laid. The result, of course, must come from the
Divine blessing.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WAGER SWAYNE,
Brevet Major General and Assistant Commissioner.

Major General O. O. Howarb,

Commissioner Bureau Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands.

Memoranda.~Report of Brevet Major General Swayne, January, 1866.

Wrote in last weekly report that Christmas had passed without any apparent
disturbance. New Year’s day passed the same. Was quite generally a changing
of places, a good deal of confusion, and undoubtedly some suffering, but not so
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much as was apprchended. Some concluded to hire no negro away from home.
The negroes stood out, so the planters gave way and hired at increase of wages,
Fewer cases of helpless ones turned out than was anticipated. As aoon as the
legislature meets, will attempt to compel the county coinmissioners to provide
poor-houses. A bill was introduced but laid on the table. Mr. H, K. Cruik-
shank, the commissioner appointed by the State, has reported and entered on his
dutics. Has about given up all hopes of an aceession of teachers from northern
benevolence. Ias tendered the appointment of superintendent of schools to
Reverend John B. Taylor, a Baptist minister.  If he accepts, will send him over
the State to see what he can do.  T'wo men were arrested for disarming negroes,
Represented themselves as acting under Géneral Swayne’s orders, Ilas pro-
cured a military commission to try them, and convinee the people that ¢ disarm-
ing negroes” is robbery. A writ of habeas corpus will be sued out and taken to
the President.  When served, a special communication will be forwarded for
presentation to the officer to whom the prisoners’ application is referred.  An
order assigning veteran rescrve oflicers has been received.  They are now much
needed.  As General Fisk was disposed to make a personal matter of the ap-
plication of W. I\ Clarke, late of the general’s staff, it will be hetter to drop the
subject than cause a quarrel in the service. Has reecived from Golonel Wood-
hull a memorandum of forty cases of clothing and supplies from R. B. Minturn
and other gentlemen of New York city. Ilas addressed a note to My, Minturn,
and shall further acknowledge receipt and distribution of the stores. Has re-
ceived a circular of the American Freedmen’s Aid Society, calling for informa-
tion, indorsed with statement of the hold the society has upon the bureau.
Contracts are still being made at rate of $10 for men and $8 for women per
month, The demand for labor exceeds supply, and the freedmen show prefer-
ence for northern men. Has received and read the first annual report.  Thanks
for so much as refers to his action.

1 4
MonTGOMERY, ALA., January 6, 18G6.

Sir: I beg leave to bring to your notice the needs of the destitute people of
Randolph county, in this State. The report made by the probate judge of the
county shows that fifteen hundred families, embracing more than five thousand
persons, are in need of immediate aid.

Randolph county was devoted to the Union, and to keep the people in sub-
jection to the confederacy it was thought nccessary to maintain a rebel cavalry
force there all through the war. Such a force was kept there up to the time of
{he general surrender, and the commanders always discriminated in their foraging
against the Urion people. The fact that a man was away in the service of the
United Siates, or was opposed to the rebellion, was deemed « sufficient warrant
for taking the last picce of meat from his smoke-house, and the last ear of corn
or bundle of fodder from his barn, leaving his family to starve, or live on the
charity of neighbors, frequently but little better off than themselves.

Randolph county furnished nearly five hundred men who actuelly took up
arms in the service of the United States, enlisting in whatever organizations they
found convenient, as they made their escape from the rebel conseripting officers
into our lines. "They were to be found in regiments from Tennessee, Kentucky,
Indiana, Illinois, Ohio—in fact, in every command that I visited in a pretty ex-
tended yange during the war. I found some of my friends and neighbors from
Randolph county. Very many of these men never came back., 'They went out
to fight. In every battle they felt that they were fighting, not only for the cause
of their country, but directly for their homes and their families, for wives and
children left in the hands of relentless enemics, for homes which they might
never see again, but which, if they ever did repossess them, they would hold
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under the protection of the Union and the general government. They were not
men to skulk from danger. Their graves on every battle-field attest their bravery,
their patriotism, and their sacrifices.  T'he reliet of their suffeving families should
now be particularly the care of the government.

Besides those who werein arms for the Union, lists were commonly furnished
to successive 1ebel commanders of those who were refugees because of their op-
position to the rebellion, and of others suspected of loyalty to the general govern-
ment, and the property of these men was wantonly destroyed in scores of in-
stances, when it was not even needed for the subsistence of the soldiers stationed
in the county. '

There are also many pour families of thosc who were not go fortunate as to
eseape into our lines, but were driven at the sword’s point by conseript officers
into the rebel ranks, compelled to risk and often lose their lives in” the servico
of traitors whom they abhorred.

Much destitution also exists among the families of the late rebels, for the
soldiery, who had come in the beginning partly at their instance, consumed their
substance when the means of the Union people were all exhausted. Like
Actreon, they were caten up by their ovn dogs. T'he general destitution has
rendered many kindly disposed people unable to do anything for the negroes
who were formerly their slaves, and who might be supposed to have some claims
upon them for temporary assistance on that account, and there is much suftering
among the aged and infirm, the sick and the helpless, of this class of people.

I assure you, sir, that it is a common, an every-day sight in Randolph county,
that of women and children, most of whom were formerly in good circumstances,
begging for bread from door to door. Meat of any kind has been a stranger to
many of their mouths for months. 'T'he drought cut off what little erops they
hoped to save, and they must have immediate help or pevish.

I know that you are doing all in your power to meet the wants of the poor
and distressed all over the State. I have written this letter in no spirit of bitter-
ness, with no desire to call up the remembrance of past wrongs, but simply to
state the facts which account for the extreme and widespread destitution exist-
ing in that particular county. In conclusion allow me to say that T will cheer-
fully aid you to the fullest extent of my ability, if you think I can be of any
service to you in your good work.

I have the honor to be, very respecifully, your obedient servant,

R. T, SMITH.

Brevet Major Gieneral WAGER SWAYNE,

Assistant Commissioner, Bureawn of Refugecs,
Freedmen, and Ahandoned Lands.

A true copy :

‘ C. CADLE, Jr,,

, Brevet Colonel and A. A. G.

SeExare CHAMBER,
DMontgomery, Alabama, January 15, 18635.
Dear Sir: I desive to bring to your notice the condition of a large portion
of the people: of Coosa county inregard to provisions, and to represent, as nearly
as possible, the character and extent of the destitution which prevails. There
are several classes of this, to wit:
Old persons, whose decline in years disables them for labor, and who have
no relations able to assist them ;
Widows and orphans, made so mostly by the events of the war;
Persons who were foreed, by the danger of losing their lives, to remove during
the war within the federal lines, and whose property was mainly destroyed ;
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Familics, where the head had been engaged in the military service and re-
turned home last summer too late to make a crop.

T'he extent of this destitution is general.  In some portions of the county it
is restricted comparatively to a few ; in other portions it embraces a mejority of
persons in the precinets, particularly where there was but little labor to expend
in planting, and the season proved unfavorable for matnring even what was
plagited, in consequence of the destructive drought that prevailed over most of the
county. T'he colored population has much less of destitution to suffer than the
white.  They generally remnined last seagon with their former owners, and in
almost every instance took a portion of' the crop, which had been nlready pitehed,
a great deal of ity in the best lands,  "T'heir portion of the erops has been gene-
rally well taken cave of, affording many the food necessary for a good part of
the year,  They have exhibited a praiseworthy concern in the matter of retaining
thelr old or procuring new homnes, and very few that cannot get at least their
food, clothing, and lodging for their scervices, The ability to feed themselves
has given them the advantage in hiring for the year over white persons, who
possessed no means in this vespect; aud this may be set down as one of the
reasons why so many white laborers are unemployed and not furnished with
food, Unless it may be about the town of Wetumpka, I do not think there will
be much want in Coosa county among the freedmen,

The number of whites cannot be estimated with anything like certainty,
Some families have provisions to do them for a longer or shorter period; while
many, I ain gure, are now absolutely destitute, and are fed for the time by the
strained contributions of their neighbors, who are themselves barely able to live.
Even this scant supply must cease soon,

I am at some loss as to the best mode of ascertaining the condition in detail
of these people, 8o as to provide for cases thut are truly meritorious, and guard
against impositions ; and, too, as to the best mode of making distribution, so
that the needy may reccive the liberal and timely assistance of the government.
The designation of proper persons in different localities, who, prompted by a
humane, honest purpose to carry out in good faith the purposes of this distri-
bution, it seems to me, would be a good plan, under the adoption of such rules
as you may deem best to meet the cases of the different classes mentioned in the
first part of this communication. T believe that suitable men could be procured
in the different convenient localities, and thus relieve the system of supply of
much uncertainty ; at the same time that it would protect the department against
imposition. .

As the genator from this county, (of Coosa,) I have submitted this statement,
and beg your attention to it, with o view of meeting the conditions of destitution,
.agsuring you of my readiness to aid in go far as T can in carrying out this praise-
worthy purpos: of the government,

Very regpectfully, your obedient servant,
W. GARRET'T,

General WaakRr Swavae,

Propare OFFICE,
Talladega, Alabama, October 4, 1865.

GENTLEMEN ¢ You are hereby respectfully requested to inquire into and re-
port to me, on or before the next regular term of the commissioner’s court, to be
held in this county on the first Monday and the 6th day of November next—

1. The number of indigent families in your district.

2, 'T'he number of persons in cach family.

3. "T'he extent of their destitution.

4, The estimated amount requived for their support per month.
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6. State the number of males and females in each family, and their ages,

6. State the cause of their destitution,

I hope you will proceed at once to take the necessary steps to carry into
cffeet the provisions of the foregoing request, as it is of vital importance to the
interest of our county and the destitute.

By request of Governor L. E. Parrons,

Respeetfully,

WILLIAM I THORNTON,
. : Judge of Probate.
Jonx 1 Hursr and A, B, STRickLaND, Iosqs:

| ‘ j !
Numer, i Nocdn b Extent of destitue  No, of winles 'a\'ll.(lffl!llllll'ﬁ Am't requi’ Canse of
I fumily, tion, i nndages i untd ager, | per month, ;[llUHH(llll'l\.
Phoehe Clrk.oooocennnnss o : Wholly . R L T T N £6 00 | Whlow,
Mew, MeClemuta,ovoiinn s : Wholly . R 4 00 | Widow,
Martha Parker .. ooee. oanns. C6 | Wholly .o ORI RR T 8 0 | Widow,
Catharine Ballard ... oL : 7 1 Wholly 5 Ste1el.... 10 00 } Widow,
BoGarter. cooeievennnnninnn. [} l’urtl[y Cheeae eeeas G, Bto 1713, 6to16 8 00 1 Widow.
Katy Clink.ooovinannonon... 5 { Wholly.oooovaiiif 2 dto B892 8to b 800 !
Esther Rlee.oovvuiiiniiiae, 5 | Wholly.... Hto 12 600
SoSteed. i, . 5 | Wholly ... 3,10 to 17 600 ! Widow,
Mary Hemry.oovvvennnienen, 4 Wholly .o vanel 1 2 500 1 Widow,
Malinda Walker .oooouvenen. 3 | Wholly ... .. 18 500 | Widow,
FoBamettoo.ooooiaiin 2 Partly ool 300 ‘ Widow,
L, B Burnett. oo, 9 [ Partly...... J 00 1 Widow,
J.oH, Dyer..o.... 6 | Partly ...... .. 800
D. R, Jolnstoner ......... .. 3 | Wholly ...l oeeeo. ) 300 o
Jumdma New ...l 9 | Partly ...... ceeen { 300 0 Widow,
Nuney Hearn....... PPN 8 | Parly .oc..ooonel. 10 00« Widow,
FoAmold.ooooooiiiiia., 3 | Larlly ...... Y 3 4 00 i Widow,
CoWhatly covein viviian. 2 | Wholly...........0. ceen 23 600, Widow,
PoHemth o veeiieniannnnn, 4 | Wholly.. 700 ! Widow.
R. L, Muson and two widows. “8 | Partly.... 10 00
Emily Hufoulloooooaonan... t5 | Wholly .. 700 Widow,
A Haynes.ooeeinain ... 0 l’urllfv ...... ves 6 00
Aley Bllard .02 00000000 . ?: Whofly .. o . . 500 Widow.
Franels Ellied...ovevnaa.... B Wholly ... vens vee 500 Widow,
L.Covley..ou...... [ I (I T P . 5 00
Martha Dawvls..oooooiannon, veeveens| Partly coiion il veen 300 Widow,
Jolm Donohon......... PN R U PRUPURPPPIN Ceeieees ceeeas Ceerereaians 300
Ellzabeth Watts o...oooL., H5 | Partly...... ceeels 500 Widow,
BoSheahoooooo il 15 | Partly coioin e, .. N 500 Wihlow,
Surah Pannell oo, §( 2 fPartly .ol il e . . B 00 Whlow,
Mary Clark ...o.v ovnas. e llh 3 | Partly coovnnannt 400 Widow,
* Helpless old nan, two widows, and ehildren, £ Old man, helplesy, or nearly so, nud daughter,
tAll under ten yearsold but one hoy, fourteen years, tWidow, with four ehildren 5 oldest, fourteen years
+All gils but the old man anud ludy; he blind, old.
F()l(l lady ; two boys under ten yenrs old, 1t Widow, with children; oldest, about fourteen
| Widow, with two lttle boys under efght yemrsold, | years old,

§i Ol man about seventy years eld, little boy, and §§ Widow, with one llttle boy, five yenrs olid,
two ghls, Tl Widow, with twe Hitle ehidren.

We have made out our report as well as we could with the lights hefore us.
After Tooking round we may be able to find others that are needy, that ought
to be reported, and at the proper time we will look after othels that may pre-
sent themselves,

Respeetfully, yours, &e.,
JOHNN II. HURST.
A. B, STRICKLAND.
W. 1L Tuornrox,

No. 18.
OrricE ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER,
Montgomery, Ala., January 16, 1866,

GrNeran: I have the honor to submit the following report of my recent tour
to T'alladega, Alabama, in which I shall endeavor to lay before you not only
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the condition of affairs in Talladega, but also in the adjacent counties of Bibb,
Shelby, Jefferson, and Calhoun, _

On the 9th instant I received Special Orders No. 7, directing me to proceed
to Talladega, Alabama, to ascertain the condition of the freedmen of that sec-
tion, and to find out the amount of destitution among the whites, and organize,
if possible, some systematic way of relieving it.  With this object distinetly
in view, I started on the evening of the 10th instant for Sclma, and on the
morning of the 12th instant I took the cars for T'alladega.  On the cars I met
with citizens from different parts of the district I was sent to visit.  From them
I Tearned of {he general prevalence of destitution in the counties above named,
I way convineed, from inquiries made, and from my conversation with these
citizens, that the time had come for immediate action, and that supplics ought
to be sent to these counties at once for distribution, I then made known to
them my business, and invited their carnest co-operation,

As there is no military post in Bibb county, I thought the distribution of
supplies must necessarily full into the hands of reliable citizens, I acted on
this supposition, and shaped my course accordingly. Messrs, James Latham
and Hughson, of the town of Randolph, Bibb county, were recommended to
me as men of high standing in the county, and being old citizens, of large
liearts and kind gympathies, they were acquainted with the ueedy of the county,
Both these men I met on my way up, and solicited their help,  They promised
to aid in the matter, though Mr, Latham, I am sorry to say, will not remain
long in the county. Before my return a few citizens held a meeting, and the
action of that meeting will be forwarded to this oflice in a few days. I would
suggest that the supplies for this county be sent from Sclma to Randolph,
making the latter a depot of supply. I requested that the county choose some
thoroughly relinble man to act as agent of distribution, and forward his name
to this oflice, with an estimate of the number of rations required for next month,

At Montevallo, Shelby county, is a military post, commanded by Captain II.
Reade, 34th regiment New Jersey volunteers, an cnergetic officer und an ex-
cellent man,  Captain Reade will take charge of all rations required in his
company, and will give his personal attention to their distribution, He will
draw his supplies, upon proper returng, from Captain Laylor, of LI'alladega.
I'eeling that un officer, whose time is engrossed by other duties and cares,
would require the aid of well-disposed and kind-hearted citizens, I arranged
with William T', Brown, of Montevallo—a gentleman of intelligence and good
reputation in the county—for a meeting of the citizens to determine upon some
method of aiding Captain Reade. A meeting was held on Saturday, 13th
instant.  I'he aunexed resolutions will indicate the method agreed upon.

Captain Reade assured me that Jefferson county was very destitute in cer-
tain portions, e las frequent applications for relief from that county., As
the dircet route to this county lies t{u'ough Montevallo, T would recommend, if
it be found necessary to send supplies there-—and I doubt not it will—that
thc(y be sent to Captain Reade, to be transferred as necessity may require.

In arriving at L'alladega, I first investigated the condition of freedmen af-
fairs, Here 1 found Captain Taylor, 34th New Jersey volunteers, acting as
assistant superintendent,  Captain Taylor had been but recently assigned to
that, position, The frequent changes in the office of assistant superintendent
had caused great confusion in the affairs of the office, which, combined with
the inexperience of the present occupant and the ineficiency of the surgeon,
compelled me to think that little has been done of late either to better the
condition of the freedmen or relieve the appalling destitution of the poor
whites, Captain T'nylor was spoken of in high terms by the commanding
general, and will, I think, by the aid of such information as he can gather from
orders and circulars published by the assistant commissioner, with instructions
directly given to him, make a good ofticer for the place,
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IFor the tardiness and negligence of the surgeon there iz no palliation. 1
found him without a hospital or any adequate accommodations for the sick.
He complained that he had no building or hospital supplies. T am happy to
state that while at 'T'alladega supplics arvived suflicient to fit up fifty beds.  T'he
next step was to get a building for a hospital. I waited upon the mayor,
and endeavored to obtain the co-operation of the city authorities, I requested
that the city build a hospital for the accommodation of both white and black,
Then I promised, on the part of the agsistant commissioner, to furnish hospital
and medical supplies, rations, and medieal attendance, in part, at least,  ‘Lhe
mayor assurcd me that he would wrge the acceptance of my proposition by the
common council,  'We shall know the result in a short time.  Should this plan
fail, & building will be rented or built immediately. I think we may look for a
better state of things in future,

T'here are but a few freedmen at this place—about sixty, who are dependent
upon the government for support. They are guite comfortably provided for,
By fur the greater suffering exists among the whites. Their seanty supplics
have been exhausted, and now they look to government alone for support.
Some are without homes of any description, T'his seems strange, and almost
unaccountable, Yet, on one road leading to Talladega I visited four families,
within fifteen minutes’ ride of town, who were living in the woods, with no
shelter but pine boughs, and this in mid-winter,  Captain Dean, who aceom-
panied me, agsured me that upon the other roads leading into town were other
familics similarly situated. "These people have no homes.  They were widows,
with large families of small childven, Other families, as their provisions fail,
will wander in for supplics, and I am fearful the result will be a eamp of widows
and orphans. If possible, it should be prevented; and yet I saw about thirty
persons for whom shelter must be provided; or death will speedily follow their
present exposure and suffering, . _

The subjoined report, made by the magistrates of distriet No. 17, to the pro-
bate judge of Talladega county, will show the cause of this widespread des-
titution, W, IL "T'hornton, judge of probate, n most excellent man, promised
every assistance in relieving this destitution.

Before I returned Captain Taylor received a supply of rations, and will ex-
tend his investigations to Calhoun county.

I requested that an estimate of the amount of supplies requived for next
month be forwarded as soon as it can be correetly ascertained,

Hoping that my action may mect with your approval, I have the honor to
be, with much respect, your obedient servant,

~ C. W. BUCKLEY,
Chaplain 47th Rege. U. 8. Col. Inf,, Dist. Inspector.
Brevet Major General Waasr SWAYNE,
Assistant Commissioner State of Alabama.

No. 19.

BUriAU oF REFUUEES, I'REEDMEN, AND ABANDONED 1LANDS,
©8rath oF T'ExAs, Galveston, January 31, 18GG6.
Generan: I have the honor to report that, sinee the 10th of December lnst,
I have visited the Lower Brazos, Oyster Oreck, Old Caney, and Colorado  dis-
tricts, T'hese lands comprise the most productive and influentinl cotton and
sugar-growing scetions in the State. They are bottom lands, of exhaustless
fertility, and were formerly crowded with slaves.
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I found that the planters, under the stimulus of high prices, were desirous of
tilling their ficlds, and anxious to obtain the lIabor.

The blacks were willing to work, asking only that the fulfilment of the
promises made them by the planters should be enforced by the government.

Under these conditions, eontracts were freely made with the freedmen on
liberal terms, and approved by the bureau. There is a great varviety of con-
tracts between them and their employers, and mueh vagueness in terms,

When money-wages are paid, the rates range from cight to fifteen dollars a
month in specie, besides, for the most part, including quarters, food, fuel, medi
cal attendance, and clothing.

In many instances, instead of wages, a portion of the crop, ranging from one-
quarter to one-half, according to the special conditions of cach case, is pledged
to the laborers, and the ingtances are not unfrequent where, in addition to this
high percentage of the expeeted erop, the planter boards and lodges his work-
men gratis,

It is believed that the history of modern times eannot furnish a parallel to the
high inducements held out in this State to labor,

As aresult, in the more orderly portion of the State, theft, idleness and
vagraney have almost become things of the past. At least nine-tenths of the
former slave population of T'exas arc under contract for a year, and working
soberly and steadily in the fields, Of the remaining fraction who still hold
aloof, from a deeply grounded want of confidence in the planter’s promises, the
number is daily dwindling to a handful,

In the whole State, and out of more than four hundred thousand freedmen,
only about sixty-seven are now receiving government support.

1 am pleased to note, in thig connexion, that the power and influence of that
class who deny to the black man his’rights and liberties, and seek to obtain his
services without compensation, is small and growing less,  'I'he immense profits
realized at present prices, from the production of cotton and sugar, have caused
a competition for ]anr which, in many localities, has become o scramble; and
as the amount and quality of work to be obtained from the negro depend
very much on the kind of treatment he receives, the self-interest of the land-
owner combines with the higher and humaner motives that sway the general
government, to induce fair and just conduet towards him,

"L'hus the distrust manifested by the negro towards his former owner, and the
antipathy of the planter towards the rise and progress of his recent chattel, are
lessening, and the concord between the labor and the capital of the State grow-
ing more complete.

T'o the attainment of this end all my cfforts are divected.

From the reports of agents and land-owners, nnd the statements of the I'exas
press, it is evident that, during the month of January just closed, there has
been more agricultural labor performed, and more ample preparation made for a
coming harvest, than ever before during the same time in the State, '

This, be it remembered, happens in the first year of free labor here. The
labor of the State iy, indeed, so inndequate to the demand, that from twenty to
fifty thousand additional plautation hands could be at onee absorbed. All those
who ave represented in other departments of the south to be unemployed and
starving, could at once find work, bread, and wages on the rich bottoms and
fuir uplands of T'exas,

I can also report that instances of shooting, cruel abuse, and violent assaults
upon freedmen are pereeptibly on the decline, though still not unfrequent, espe-
cinlly in the less nccessible portions of the State; for the wrongs increase just
in proportion to their distance from the United States authoritics,

No instance of this kind, coming to the attention of this burcau, is permitted
to pass without trial and punishment. "These cases almost defy any attempt to
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record them, and are reckoned by hundreds, ranging trom downright murder,
savage beatings, merciless whippings, hunting men with trained bloodhounds,
through all the lesser degrees of cruclty and erime.

A great moral improvement has been noted in this regard of late, for one
legal sentence inflexibly entoreed has amoral effect, felt even in distant neighbor-
hoods.

When the people of Texas become familinrized with the idea of law as an
irresistible power to which all must bow, and which throws just the same amount
of protection over the meanest black as the proudest white, the first great step
will have been taken in the divection of a permanent peace.  Great delays and
difficilties have been met in obtaining oflicers from the army, and in keeping
them when detailed, owing to the muster-out of 8o many regiments.

For this great State, with a territory ag large as New York and all New Ing-
land, my entire corps of asgistants numbers but twenty-five, of whom ten are
civiliang,  Consequently much the larger portion of the State is without an
officer or representative of the bureau,

With regard to the sanitary condition of the freedmen, there are great delfi-
ciencies, For a full statement of tho case, I rvespeetfully refer you to the an-
nexed report of Dr, Mintzer, surgeon-in-chicf of the burean,

Our SOII,IOOIS are in a healthy and progperous condition.  Without funds, or a
singlo dollar of pecuniary aid from any source; there are now in operation, sus-
tained by voluntary contributions of the colored people, twenty-six day and
evening schools, with an attendance of over sixteen hundred pupils.

The particulars are presented in the veport, herewith annexed, of 15, M,
Wheelock, superintendent of schools for the State,

In that part of your congressional report where I'exas matters are presented,
this burcau is spoken of as “depending on a small tax upon the approval of
contracts for funds to defray expenses.”

This is an error. I have never ordered or sanctioned the levying of any such
tax, and not a single dollar has ever been paid into the treasury of the burean
from this source,

Tho tax hag been levied ; .considerable sumy gathered ; certain parties bene-
_ fited, and mueh congequent trouble and opprobrium fallen on the bureau, but
the whole affair was conducted by persons acting without warrant or authority
from mysclf.

In my instructions to agents, and in published orders, I have directly forbid-
den my agents to reccive any moneys or charge any fees for the approval of
contracts ; I have repeatedly and publicly disavowed any connexion with this
movement, and have ordered the arrest of persons go engaged whenever found.

I'may state that no other oceurrence has caused me so much mortification
and trouble. '

The expenses of the bureau have been paid, thus far, from fines upon those
who have wronged the freedmen in his person and in his rights.

L append herewith a statement of ull moneys, from whatever source, received
to this date into the treasury of the burcau during my administration in I'exas,

Very respeetfully,
.. M. GREGORY,
Be't Brig. Gen., Assistant Commissioner.
Major Gieneral O. O, Howarn,
Commissioner, §e., Washington, D. C.
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HovsroN, TEXAS, January 31, 1866,

GENERAL: I have the honor to report that, in obedience to your instructions
to inspect the general condition of freedmen on the Lower Brazos and Colorado
rivers, comprising the cotton district you visited before Christmas, I respectfully
report, that on leaving you on the 10th instant in Washington county, I pro-
ceeded to Oyster ereck, Brazos and Colorado, visiting upwards of one hundred
plantations,

The general health of the freedmen i3 good, congidering the miasmatie influ-
ences of thege rich river-bottom lands. and the quality of water.  As a general
rule, the north and west banks of the rivers are most subject to minsmatie
influences; the exceptions are, where the banks of the rivers arve a protection
against the prevailing south wind,  There is often o marked difference, within
a short distance in length some planters reporting no deaths and but little sick-
ness during the year, whileothers report as high as 15 and 20 percent, of minsmatic
disrages and a proportionable number of deaths,  Where bayou and river water
is uscd, the sickness is greater than where the cistern water is made use of.  "I'his
is considered the most healthy season in these bottoms,

I find that the quarters of the freedmen are indifferent, and the best of them
will not compare with the average homes of our northern labovers; the great
majority are built of logg, without windows, seldom floored, and with poor roofs,
forming a onc-room cabin from 16 to 22 feet square, and this frequently over-
crowded, Whitewashing and serubbing are a novelty almost unknown, and the
bedding and clothing very indifferent.  T'o correct the'se evils, 1 have appealed
so the planters’ self-interest.  I'o hold and secure free and reliable labor, they
must offer at least the healthful comforts of life, and make the freedmen’s home
attractive,  The more intelligent scem to appreciate and are willing to act on
the suggestion, while a few say that *it was good enough for the nigger while
he was worth $1,500 to them, and ought to be good enough now, as he has no
jingle.”’

T'he ration furnished by the planter for the freedman is one of pork and corn-
meal, he receiving from 3} to 4 pounds of the former per week, lixtras are
generally furnished by the freedman himself,

“The freedmen are working well,” is nearly the universal report of the plan-
ters, A few say they are doing better work than they did while in slavery,
Where the freedmen are not doing so well, there is some digsatistaction avising
from the non-fulfilment of gome promise made by the employer,

There is a far greater demand for labor than ean be supplied.  In Wharton,
Richmond, Columbia, Columbus, and other small towns, there isnot an idle freed-
man to be found. The inducements to labor have swept all clean, At Houston
the plinters have agents or runners employed at from $3 to $20 per hand pre-
mium., Agents are being sent to other States to secure laborers, and to try to
induce negroes to emigrate to this,  Colored soldiers are being importuned to
promise to hire ag soon as they are mustered out of serviee,  Others speak con:
fidently of white labor being imported, but it is from their aversion to render
justice to the black man, their former bondman, whom they believed had no rights
beyond their sanction—doubted their necountability, or that they had a soul to
save, -Most of the planters believe that the negro is constitntionally adapted to
the raising of southern products—sugar and cotton—and will surpass all compe-
tition, and that if Swiss laborers are imported, before five years they will work
some of the plantations,  But there is room enough fov all,

"L'here is more demand for laborers in I'exas now than there was before the
war. ‘I'bis is owing in part to small capitalists and planters renting large plan-
tations and employing additional laborers. Men here who never owned aslave,
now work from forty to fifty hands. Tliese men readily contracted, about
Christmasg, with first-class hands at the rate of from $10 to $12 per month, and
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demonstrated the suceess of freelabor.  Theoldline planters, who only a few weeks
before had driven off their negroes, endeavored to sccure their services by offer-
ing greater inducements.  They offered part of the crop—firat, one-fourth, then
one-third, and now one-half—rather than let their plantations remain idle, Their
efforts to secure the “lazy nigger,” it was thought by many, would demoralize
the freedmen under contract, and ungettle labor,  But so far, fortunately, it has
failed to <y so.  Ireedmen who at first contracted at low ratés, as a general
thing, remain true to their obligations,  Surprising as it may seem, the ignorant
freedman hax shown more prineiple than the selfish white man,

The largest and most intelligent planters whom I have conversed with say
that if it had not been for your direct and earnest appeals, they would not have
planted this year, They did ‘not believe the free negroes would work or go
into contract.  ‘I'he negro had strong prejudices and expected too much from
freedom, and feared to contract lest i might thereby resign his liberties. I'hey
looked for and wanted the very explanation you rendered. 'T'he confidence
which the freedmen reposed in you then, and retain now, is to their mutual ad-
vantage.  Men who would have crucified you three months ago are the warm-
est friends of the bureau, and shout loudest in its praise. This is a great con-
trast from, the groundless forebodings of a few weeks, The achievement is in-
deed a great victory.,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
1. J. W. MINTZER,
Surgeon U. S. V., Surgeon-in-Chicf,
Bureaw of’ Refl, Freed'n, and Ab'd Lands, State of T'exas.
Brig. Gen. 15, M. GReGory,
dss't Commissioner, Burcaw of Ref., I'reed’n, &r., Galveston, Texas.

No. 20.

War DeprarTMENT, BUREAU OF REFUGEES,
FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
Washington, D. C., January 1, 1366,

GeNkrAL: Tn accordance with instructions reecived from you early in October
last, as contnined in Specinl Orders No., 84, dated at these headquarters, 1 have
the honor to respectfully submit for your information tho following report of my
action and observation in the State of Texas:

I passed little more than a month in the State, and during that time used every
endeavor to ascertain the true condition of the freedmen; what they were doing
to. support themselves, and what the citizens of T'exas, their former masters,
were doing tor them, under the new order of things.

As it wax impossible for me to visit every portion of the State without remain-
ing several months, and ag the time allowed for my ingpeetion was limited, I
decided, after consultation with various oflicers on duty at Galveston and Ilous-
ton, to travel in the castern portion of the State, on the L'rinity river, and be-
tween the I'vinity and Neches rivers,  This section of country is acknowledged
by all oflicers and citizens with whom I conversed, to be the very worst portion
of the State, and it was thought that more good could be done on this route than
any other, I also vigited the extreme western portion of the State, and several
points along the coust between Galveston and the mouth of the Rio Grande,

I travelled with an escort of cavalry furnished by Major Greneral Mower, com-
manding at Iouston, and was accompanied ag far as IHuntsville by Brigadier
General 18, M. Gregory, assistant commissioner of this burcau for the State of
Texas, and Colonel De Grass, provost marshal general of the distriet commanded
by General Mower, and who, in addition to his military duties, has charge of
the freedmen, reporting direct to General Gregory.

Ex. Doc. 27—6
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At Huntsville General Gregory and myself separated, he swinging to the left
and heading towards Mellican, the terminus of the railroad, and I, accompanied
by Colonel De Grass, with a portion of the escort, striking out in a due casterly
course, crossing the Trinity river at Ryan’s ferry. General Gregory and I
separated, not on account of any disagreement or misunderstanding, as was re-
worted in New Orleans by, a Texas delegation, and telegraphed over the country,
Lut simply for the reason that we believed more good could be accomplished by
dividing the column.

At the little villages along our line of march the freedmen were collected
together from the surrounding country, and as many of the planters as could be
induced to attend, and addressed by General Gregory and myself. We ex-
lained to them in as simple and clear a manner as possible their rights, privi-
{eges, and responsibilitics, and what the government and country expected of
them as freedmen. We told them that they were free, and that they could never
be slaves again; that they were free to go and come whenever they pleased,
and to work for whoever they thought proper, and to control and use their own
wages, and that they had the same right to purchase and own land, horses,
mules, and farming implements that any white person had; and we advised them
that when they had accumulated money enough to buy a piece of land, to in-
vest it in that way., We also advised them to remain at their old homes and
hire to their former masters, if they had been kindly treated and could obtain
fair compensation for their labor; if not, to look about and make contracts with
persons in whom they had confidence, and who would treat them fairly and
pay them liberally for their work, We urged upon them the necessity of making
contracts for the year 1866, and when once made, that they must observe and
fulfil them religiously ; and that if any of them broke a contract, throufh no
fault of the employer, they would forfeit their wagos or be compelled to carry
out their portion of the agreement,

We also disabused their minds of the report that had been circulated very
frecly among them by corrupt and evil-designing persons, as to w general distri-
bution of the property, and impressed upon their minds the fact that there was
to be no division of lands, horses, mules, and farming utensils, on New Year's
day; that the lands were owned by the citizens of Texas, and not by the gov-
ernment; that the United States had nothing whatever to give them; that they
had been made free by the action of the government, and that in return for this
they must show by their industry and perseverance that théy were worthy of -
freedom,.

General Gregory is an earnest and very able speaker, and these meetings,
which were usually held at night, and conducted by him, in conjunction with
rcligious exercises, I am well satisficd made a lasting impression upon the freed-
men, and resulted in much good. -

It i3 not my wish or intention to pass judgment upon the entire State of Texas
by what I saw on my ingpeetion tour, I, of course, travelled over but a small
portion of the State, and, as I have heretofore remarked, in what is known as
- the very worst section, In the large cities, such as Galveston, 1ouston, San
Antonio, and Austin, there are many most excellent men—ien who are anxious
and willing to abide by the laws of the country, and who would use all their in-
fluence and energy to promote peace and harmony among the freedmen and
whites, I found this to be true in several of the larger cities which 1 visited;
it was particularly the case in Houston, I met as fine gentlemen as I have
ever seen, and was treated by them during my visit in the city with the greatest
kindness and courtesy, ‘I'hat a majority of these gentlemen were sincere in their
expressiong, I am thoroughly convineed; that all of them were, I do not be-
licve. All of the cities above referred to are occupied by United States troops,
and held under strict military discipline, and the citizens dare not express them-
selves in an unfriendly manner towards the United States soldiers and the gov-
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ernment, even though they felt inclined to do so. In the interior of the State,
one or two hundred miles from the prominent cities, away from the influence of
federal troops and federal bayonets, at points wheré our army has never pene-
trated, and where the citizens have but little fear of arrest and punishment for
crimes committed, I assure you there is a fearful state of things, The freedmen
are in a worse condition than they ever were as slaves.  When they were held
in bondage they were, as a rule, treated well; cases of extreme cruclty weve
very rare; it was for the interest of the master to take care of them, and not to
ill treat them, Now it is quite different; they have no interest in them, and
seem to take every opportunity to vent their rage and hatred upon the blacks,
They are frequently beaten unmercifully, and shot down like wild beasts, with-
out any provocation, followed with hounds, and maltreated in every possible
way. It is the same old story of cruelty, only there is more of it in Texas
than any southern State that T have visited, I could cite many cases of cruelty
that came under my own observation if it were necessary to do so. T'he planters
generally scemed discouraged, and insisted that the system of free labor would
never answer; that the negroes were idle and worthless, and showed no dispo-
sition to work, and were wandering about the country utterly demoralized, and
were plundering and stealing indiseriminately from the citizens,

It was also generally reported by the white people that the freedmen failed
wholly to fulfil their contracts, and that when they were needed most to save
the eotton crop, they would stop their work and Jeave them without any cauge
whatover,  After a carcful investigation, I do not find these charges against the
freedmen to be wholly true.

The entire erop raised in Texag—cotton, corn, sugar, and wheat——was gathered
and saved by the 1st of December.  Most asruredly no white man in Texas had
anything to do with gathering the crops, except perhaps to look on and give
orders, Who did the work? The freedmen, I am well convineed, had some-
thing to do with it; and yet there is a fierce murmur of complaint against them
everywhere that they are fuzy and insolent, and that there is no hope for a better
condition of affairs unless they can be permitted to resort to the overseer, whip,
and hounds,

Two-thirds of the freedmen in the seetion of country which I travelled over
have never received one cent of wages since they were declared fice, A few of
them were promised something at the end of the year, but instances of prompt
payment of wages are very rare.  Not one in ten would have received any com-
pensation for the labor performed during the year 1865, had it not been for the
rigorous measures resorted to by Colonel De Grass, provost marshal general of
the district of Houston, who sends into the interior frequently two hundred
miles and arrests the parties who have been guilty of eruelty to the freed people,
and where they have violated their contracts with them, compels them to make
fair and equitable settlements, Colonel De Girass has a small command of cav-
alry under his control, and he keeps it in motion constantly through the country,
searching for parties who have murdered or maltreated the freedmen, I eannot
speak too highly of the course pursued by the colonel, e displays the same
earnestness of purposc and fearlessness in the discharge of his duty that he did
in the old ariny of" the I'ennessee, and although his life has been threatened by
the chivalric citizens of the country, yet he is not deterred by their threats from
discharging his duty as he understands it. He is a true friend of the black
people, and will not see them ill used, I know that some of the lessons which
he has taught the citizens in the vicinity of Flouston will not soon be forgotten,

I saw freedmen ecast of the I'rinity river who did not know that they were
free until I told them. There had been vague rumors circulated among them
that they were to be free on Christmas day, and that, on New Year's there was
to be a grand division of all the property, and that one-half was to be given to
the black people. S
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The report circulated so extensively among the freedmen with regard to the
division of the property on or about the holidays, and which was belicved by
many of them, was taught them by the citizens during the war.

Public speakers in different portions of the State declared and insisted that
the only object the Yankees had in continuing the war was to free the negroes,
and that if the southern people were beaten, all the lands and property would
be taken from them and given to the blacks, and that the poor whites and rich
people alike would be enslaved. 1t is not strange that the freedmen hearihg
this matter talked of publicly for four years by men of influence and standing
should finally believe there was some truth in it. Nearly all the freedmen I met
preferred to wait till after New Year’s before making contracts for the year 1866.

In the vicinity of Mounts Jordan and Jasper, on the Neches river and San
Augustine, and in all that section of country situated and being between the
Neches and Sabine rivers, and as far north as Henderson, I was credibly in-
formed, and firmly believe, that the frecdmen are still hie: 1 in a state of slavery,
and are being treated with the most intense cruelty by their former masters;
and I am well satistied that the freedmen will be kept in ignorance of their true
status, and will be forced to work without wages in these isolated districts until
troops can be sent.to occupy, for a time at least, this portion of the State, and
till a few wholesome lessons have been administered the natives, The campaign
of an army through the castern part of the State, such as was made by General
Sherman, in South Caroling, would improve the temper and generosity of the

cople, .

d 'll‘lm most intense hatred is shown by many of the citizens of the country
towards northern men, oflicers, and soldiers of our army, and the United States
government,  Very many of the confederate officers and soldiers wear their old
uniforms, with buttons and insignia of rank, and ncarly cvery man we met in
travelling was armed with a knife, seven-shooter, and double-barrelled shot-gun.
At hotels and various places where we halted for the night, these gallant cava-
licrs S\'vlm claim that t}ncy whipped thie Yankees in_ the last battle of the war,
and that they are able to do it every day in the year) would collect in groups,
and talk in u tone particularly intended for our ears of the deeds they hud per-
formed, and the number of Yunkees they had slain, and that if an opportunity
ever occurred they were ready and anxious to fight against the United States,

After leaving Huntsville our escort was reduced to twelve men, and a dispo-
sition was shown upon one occasion to attack the party, but the Spencer earbines
carried by the men rather deterred them from so doing, and we were not mo-
lested.  We were treated, however, on the road, and in the villages at which we
stopped, with the most marked discourtesy and contempt,

"1 cannot account for the bitter feeling which seems to exist against the sol-
diers belonging to our army and the government, unless it may be for the
reason that they know less about the war, and have seen less of our troops than
any other people, and therefore cannot appreciate the power and strcngtlll of the
government.  In other southern States I'have been treated with greater courtesy
and kindness by officers and soldiers of the confederate army than by any other
class of people.

_ In my judgment there is but little trouble in getting the freedmen to work if
the citizens will only treat them with some degree of fairness and honesty, and
pay them reasonable wages when they work well, and fulfil ¢ewr owen promises
and ngreements,  They have as yet offered no inducements for the freed people
to labor. I am not surprised that they have refused to make contracts for the
present year; they have universally been treated with bad faith, and few have
reccived any compengation for work performed up to the close of the year 1866.
I cannot blame them for hesitating about making contracts which were to bind
them for a ycar, and with no guarantee that they were to be treated better than
when'they were slaves. They have received thus far for their work, as a class,
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curses, blows, poor clothing, and poorer food. There are exceptions, I learned
the names of a few planters who had done well by the freedmen, and had paid
ten dollars per month in specie for first-class field labor, and the other hands in
proportion, But seven out of every ten who have paid wages to the freed people,
in the vicinity of Houston, have done so over the point of the bayonet in the
office of the provost marshal general, rather than go to jail.

Gieneral Gregory assured them that their employers would be forced to pay
them every farthing that was justly duc, and T have learned that during the
wonth of December many contracts were entered into for the ycar 1866.

The crop raised and gathered in Texas during the past year is immense, and
provisions ought to be very abundant, 'I'here is certainly sufficient to feed all
classes, white and black, rich and poor, if it could be properly distributed among
them. .

The great difficulty is, the corn and wheat are all in the hands of the wealthy

lanters, and the poor white people who do not own land cannot obtain 1t tor
ove or money, 'T'he planters hold on to their corn, expecting there will be a
scarcity in the spring, and that it will then command- exorbitant prices, and,
further, they fear to sell it to their poor. neighbors, thinking if they get a few
bushels ahead they might possibly hire some of the freedmen: Frequently the
poor white people came to us am{entrented us to interfere and compel the rich
people to sell them corn enough so that their wives and children would not
starve. I heard several of them say that they had been in the confederate ser-
vice through the war, and now that they had lived to get home the wealthy
men, who had been instrumental in sending them to the'field, would not assist
them in distress, nor could they purchase corn for one dollar per bushel in specie
to keep their families from perishing,

If the freedmen fail in attaining employment the present ycar, and if the
planters refuse to sell their corn to poor white people at rcasonable rates, there
will necessarily be great suffering in many portions of the State.

According to the hest statistics I have been able to obtain, there were in the
State at the beginning of the war about two hundred and seventy-five thousand
(276,000) slaves. During the war and prior to its close about one hundred and
twenty-five thousand (125,000) were sent there from other southern States, to
keep them out of the way of the United States forces and for safe-keeping,
making a total of about four hundred thousand (400,000) at the time of the
surrender of the confederate armies. The great mass of freedmen were owned
and still remain on the rich plantations situated on the Sabine, Neches, Trinity,
Brazos, and Qolorado rivers, and within a distance of three hundred and fifty
(350) and four hundred (400) miles of the Gulf coast. There are few freedmen
north of Waco, on the Brazos river, or north of Austin, on the Colorado, A few
are to be found as high up as Gonzales and Seguin, on the Guadalupe, but none
west of that river,

Western and northwestern Texas is a wild, uncultivated, barren region, and
is occupied and held, and has been for years, by Indians, The Comanches
committed depredations in November within fiftcen or twenty miles of Waco.

Of the one hundred and twenty-five thousand (126,000) freedmen sent to
Texas for safe-keeping during the war, from Louisiana, Mississippi, and other
States, nearly all of them are anxious to return to their old homes, or, at all
events, to get out of Texas, Thousands of this number have already returned,
and there is a constant stream pouring through the interior of the State in an
casterly direction, heading towards Louisiana, The route usually taken by
these people is the old San Antonio road leading from Bastor, on the Colorado,
through Caldwell, Madison, Crockett, and from thence running u little north of
east to Millan, on the Sabine river, near the Louisiana line, This road is
famous ag being the first and best route across Texas, and all the refugees get
on to this road as soon as possible.



86 REPORTS OF ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS

I found General Gregory stationed at Galveston, and am satisfied that he is
doing everything in his power to regulate the system of labor throughout the
State. e has labored with the most untiring industry since he has been in
Texas to settle difficulties between whites and freedmen satisfactorily and justly,
and has passed a great deal of his time in travelling through the country cor-
recting abuses, and explaining to the freedmen their true status, and what was
expected of thein by the government. e understands your views and policy
well, and will carry out your wishes to the best of his ability and against all
opposition.

I do not think it possible for a man to hold General Gregory’s position in
Texas—do justice to the freedmen and be popular with the people. The
general has been peculiarly unfortunate in not being able to obtain officers to
assist him in the work, Ile is almost entirely alone, having only six or seven
subordinates, who are all stationed at the larger cities, "’

In order to correct abuses and regulate the labor system thoroughly through-
out the country General Gregory should have fifty (60) good officers to assist;
and if these could he placed on duty at the principal villages in the interior,
for three hundred and fifty (360) miles north of the coast, and a small force of
troops sent with cach assistant to enforce law and order, it would be but a short
time before a decided improvement would be observed.

It is the opinion of every staunch Union man with whom I conversed, and
with nearly every officer on duty in the State, that if the United States troops
were removed from Texas no northern man, nor any person who had ever ex-
pressed any love for northern institutions or for the government of the United
States, could remain with safety, and the condition of the freed people would be
worse beyond comparison than it was before the war and when they were held
in bondage.

I have the honor, general, to remain, very respectfully, your obedient

servant, .
WILLIAM E. STRONG,
Inspector General, Bureau of Refugees,
Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands.
Major General O. O. Howarp,
Commissioner of Bureaw of Refugees, Freedmen, &ec.

No. 21.

Burravu or REFUGEERS, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
Orrick AcTING Ass™t CoOMMISSIONER, STATE OF GGEORGIA,
Augusta, Georgia, December 26, 1865,

GENERAL: T have the honor to call your attention to the fact that the legis-
lature of the State of Georgia has passed a law giving the freedmen the right to
testify in all cases in which they are parties interested.

This withdraws from the officers of this bureau the right to adjudicate in
cares where negroes are parties interested, which was conferred by paragraph 7,
circular 5, from your office.

But for the fortunate passage of the resolution by the late State convention,
empowering me to appoint citizen agents of the burcau, I should be powerless
longer to interfere in Lchalf of the freedmen.

As it is, my citizen agents, being duly constituted civil officers of this State,
having been appointed by virtue of the resolution above mentioned, are still able
to act, and their decisions are legal and binding.

I bave no doubt the passage of the act admitting the testimony of negroes in
the courts of this State will be followed by a demand upon the President to
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withdraw martial law from the State and turn over all offenders to the civil
courts for trial; such a proceeding would, in my opinion, be exceedingly unwise
and in the highest degree prejudicial to the best interests of the State, and
especially of the freed people. I have no hope or belief whatever that justice
would be done the freed people by the civil authorities, in the present temper
of the people of this State. An improvement, however, in the disposition and
tone of the people is observable, and sooner or later, with kind and skilful
management ou the part of officers of the burcau, the administration of justice
may be safely left with them,
I am, very respecetfully, your obedient servant,
DAVIS TILLSON,

Brig. Gen. Volunteers and Acting Ass’t Commissioner,

Major Gieneral O. O. HowaRb, .
Commissioner of Bureau of Refugees, §c., Wushington, D. C.

ALBANY, GA., December 29, 1865,

GeENERrAL: T have the honor to state that I arrived at this place last evening,
I am happy to be able to report that the freed people in this vicinity are’showing
great willingness to make contracts for the next year, and that within the last
few days quite a large number of contracts have been made at rates varying from
twelve to fiftecen dollavs per month, board and lodging, for full male hands,

It requires no little effort to raise wages to a just and reasonable price, but I
am having very satisfactory success, 'I'he best interests of the country require
that the laborers shall be well paid and kindly treated, and then that they shall
labor industriously and faithfully, T am trying to secure these conditions.

I have read General Grrant’s recent report very cavefully, and particularly
that portion of it referring to the bureau; I also notice in the papers an article
stating that your orders and all military matters are under the control of the
department commanders, and that assistant commissioners are required to keep
department commanders informed of all they are doing, and obtain their approval
to the instructions and orders issued by them, I take it for granted that this
is to wome degree a mistake; it i8 not only proper, but necessary, that the
assistant commissioners should keep the department commanders informed of all
they are or intend doing, that they furnish them with copics of all their orders,
cireulars, &ec., and that they abstain from anyeinterference whatever with mili-
tary matters, which are of cowrse solely un({:}r the control of the department
commander; but if agsistant commissioners must seeure the approval by the
department commander of all their instructions or orders, then you lose all the
advantage which you have gained by selecting officers who have some fitness
for the dutics to which they are assigned, and leave assistant commmissioners
simply the power to record the will of the department commander, who may or
may not be competent to deal with the intricate and delicate questions the bureau
is expected to solve.  You deprive oflicers of the bureau of all real authority,
and with it the little respect herctofore shown their orders, and make it possible
for the people to evade the requirements of the burecau by skilfully Hattering
military commanders, a majority of whom, experience justifies me in saying,
regard the burcau and the negro with indifferenc: or contempt. They may
know how to make war, but they may not know how to make peace, and may
have none of that good temper and delicate tact and skill required in dealing
with the people in their present condition so as to produce the results desired
by the government,

If General Grant’s suggestion is to be adopted, and all officers on duty in the
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south are to be indiscriminately regarded as officers of the bureau, then, as the
ast has shown, very many of them will be found simply able to play the part
of the ‘bull in the china shop,” and will be found utterly wanting in that
sroper knowledge and thoughtful discretion which is quite as nccessary as the
isposition to obey orders.

It scems to me that the only way General Grant’s suggestion can be carried
into effect withous producing mischievous consequences will be, to select the
department commanders, with reference to their fitness, as representatives of the
burcau in their respective States, and let them, in addition to their other duties,
act as assistant commissioners; in this way perfect unity of action can be
sccured, and all possibility of clashing of authority prevented.

I learn by recent orders that the number of troops in Georgia, Alabama, and
Mississippi are to be reduced to 7,000 men ; this will leave but about 2,000 in
this State, and their duties will consist almost wholly in aiding officers of the
bureau to enforce its requirements.

It may not be modest to make the suggestion, but it seems to me, under the
circumstances, that in case (General Steedman i8 not to return, General Grant
would be willing to intrust the command of the few troops left in the State with
me. I have some reason for thinking this would not be unsatisfactory to Gen-
eral George II. Thomas and the President. I should still be as thoroughly as
before your officer, should have the power whick commands respect, and
should be able to control to a greater extent than ever the means of securing
the results which the goverument desire.

This change would impose additional labors, which, however, I should be
guite willing to accept, for the sake of sccuring the successful working of the

ureau. :

It is painful to feel that the plans I have arranged, and the promises I have
made to the people of this State, may Lercafter be set aside or ignored by some
department commander, who may or may not have even the little capacity
which I possess of managing such matters satisfactorily.

It would be to the very last degree humiliating to be placed in a position
where I shall have seemed to have used authority with which I was not clothed,
and to lfave made promises I had not the power to keep.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAVIS TILLSON,
Brig. Gen. Volunteers and Acting Ass’t Commissioner.

Major Gieneral O. O. Howarbp,

Comimissioner Bureauw ReYugees, §z., Washington, D. C.

BureAU oF REFUGEES, 'REEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
Orrice Acring Ass’r COMMISSIONER, STATE 0F GGEORGIA,
Augusta, Georgia, Janwary 9, 1866.
GENERAL: I have the honor to announce, with great satisfaction, that con-
tracts are being very rapidly made throughout this State and at good prices, rang-
ing from ten to fifteen dollars per month. T'he almost painful anxiety I have had
as to the future of the freed people in this State is entirely relieved and re-
moved. 'here is now no probability whatever of any considerable suffering
among them. The way before me is clear. I can provide all the able-bodied
freed people, young and old, with employment, good homes, good compensation,
and a promise of kind treatment. 'I'he demand for labor and the price paid for
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it are increasing every day. I am almost overwhelmed by applications for
laborers.

The announcement of a definite policy which proposed to do everything right
and proper, not inconsistent with the freedom of the colored people, to make la-
bor reliable and profitable, has worked a revolution in the convictions, feelings,
and intentions of the people, white and black. To-day both races are hopeful
for the future. The freed people are especially pleased that, by the dircet ef-
forts of the bureau, their wages have been raised from the miserable pittance of
from two to seven dollars per month, and from one-twenticth or one-tenth of
the crop, to from ten to fifteen dollars per month, and from one-third the gross
to one-half the net crop.

There was danger, of course, that, in interfering with the delicate subject of
wages, however worthy my intentions, I might do mischief rather than good;
but it has passed, and the result shows the wisdom of the course pursued. I
am profoundly grateful that my labors have been, so far, blessed with success, I
begin to feel the pleasure that one has in knowing that he has benefited others.

The burcau in this State is an extensive intelligence oflice, finding homes for
freed people and laborers for employers. I have been, to a limited extent, giv-
ing transportation to freed people going to the valley of the Mississippi, where
they are getting excellent wages; but I have stopped sending freed people out
of the State. I cannot only tuke care of all I have, but can very likely provide
for those you may have to spare in other States.

1 am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAVIS TILLSON,
: Brig. Gen. Volunteers and Acting Ass’t Commissioner.

Major Greneral O. O. Howarb,

Commissioner Bureaw Refugees, &c., Washington, D. C.

BureAU oF REFUGEES, 'REEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
OrricE AcTING Ass”t COMMISSIONER, STATE OF GEORGIA,
Augusta, Georgia, January 13, 1866.
GrNERAL: T have the honor to forward herewith copies of letters from Major
Hastings, A. S. A. Commissioner, at Albany, Georgia, and one of my citizen
agents, for your information, 7
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAVIS TILLSON,
DBrig. Gen. Volunteers and Acting Ass’t Commissioner.
Major General O. O. HowaRb,
Commissioner Bureaw of Refugees, &c., Washington D. C.

BureAu REFUGERS, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
OFFIcE A. S. A. COMMISSIONER, .
Albary, Georgia, January 7, 1866.

Dear Sz : T have just returned from Decatur and Mitchell counties, I find
that in Deeatur county the freedmen have contracted and gone to work, Their
former masters are much encouraged, and think they will do well.

In Mitchell county the freedmen have nearly all left, and I cannot blame
them. The white poople in that county are as poor as the black. In Baker
county there is a great call for laborers; they arc some four hundred or five
bundred short. Also in this county (Dougherty) there is a great call for la-
borers, If you can send me from three hundred to five hundred hands, I can
get them good homes and good wages.
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I have engaged two plantations for your Wilkes county freedmen, and am
very anxious to hear from you soon whether they are coming or not. If they
come they had better bring all the mules they can; also send as many workers
as you can. I shall visit the counties west of here as soon as possible. The
planters in this part of the State are in high spirits. They say the freedmen
really act as though they were going to work.

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, :
G. A. HASTINGS,
Major 12th Maine Vol. Inf., A. S. A. Commissioner.
General TiLLSON.

Official : W. W. DEANE,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant General.

Memorandum of Major Haslings's letter to General Tillson.

Has just returned from Decatur and Mitchell counties. In Decatur county
the freedmen have contracted and gone to work, and their former masters are
much encouraged and think they will do well. In Mitchell county the freed-
men have nearly all left; cannot blame them; the white people in that county
are as poor as the black. In Baker and Dougherty counties there is a great
call for laborers, and he can provide homes and good wages for from three hun-
dred to five hundred hands. Has engaged two plantations for the Wilkes county
freedmen, and he is very anxious to hear whether they are coming or not. The
planters are in high spirits, and they say the freedmen really act as though they
were going to work.

OFFICE BUREAU OF REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
GRreeNE Counrty, GA.,, Woodville, January 8, 1366.

GENERAL: From the fact of my residing centrally, and in two miles of the
Oglethorpe county line, besides, in connexion with the further fact of having
been recommended by citizens (members to the State convention) from both
Greene and Oglethorpe counties for the appointment as agent in both counties,
for the mutual couvenience of the citizens of each, whilst declining to appoint a
commission to include both counties, I was, however, instructed toattend to and
transact any and all business brought before me from either. Acting under
these instructions I have approved quite a number of contracts presented by
citizens of Oglethorpe county, which I purpose keeping and returning distinetly
and separately from the business of this county, to the end that no confusion
may arise:

For the last three weeks I have bent every energy and given my whole time
to advencing the general interest of the freedmen within my jurisdiction and
the surrounding section. At first I met with much opposition, and with but
little encouragement from either white or black, The negro scemed resolved
and obstinate, and the white indifferent and careless, and full of cvil fore-
bodings ; and underlying both classes there secemed to pervade a general and
mutual distrust, but little good feeling between the employer and the em-
floyed. My task was uninviting; I thought not hopeless. I went to work.

n many places, wherever I could find or get a crowd of the frecdmen together,
I made it in every instance convenient to give them a “little talk.” In a short
time I was thoroughly crowded out with them. They came for miles around
to see and hear for themselves. They always went away, if not rejoicing, at
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least better informed. T dealt mildly yet firmly with them. I never deceived
one, and they all soon learned to believe me, and I do not know of a single
instance where one has failed to conform to any official order given him in my
jurisdiction. I have had but few complaints, only three or four to punish for
theft, &e. The result of my (I must say) energy, I am gratified to know, is
apparent. Nearly all have made contracts and have homes for the present year,
the general exception being confined mainly to the unfortunate classes of women,
children, the aged, decrepit, and orphans. These classes nccessarily are now
and will continue to be great sources of solicitude and trouble,

The freedmen have been diligently and zealously employed getting homes
and making contracts throughout Christmas, and even before, and within
the limits of the districts comprising my jurisdiction in this county. I must
confess that my most sanguine expectations have been greatly cxceeded, All
who wanted laborers are gencrally supplied, and nearly all the frecdmen, with
the exception of the classes above referred to, have obtained homes and work.
Peace and quiet have pre-eminently been the order of the day The freedmen
throughout the holidays have bebaved better, been more orderly, sober, and
quict than ever hefore recolleeted. This is the gencral remark and conclusion
of every one; and ncarly every farmer in this section enters upon the new year
more cheerful and hopeful than he anticipated. On our large farms generally
the contracts are made for part of the crops produced, say from onc-quarter to
one-half—one-third being the most usual wages. In most instances the
laborers appear to be pleased and contented. I will further advise you as
things develop themsclves.

Pardon this long communication. The cheering information contained is
presented as an apology.

In great haste, respectfully,
JAMES DAVISON,

Offoial Agent Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands.

cial:
W. W. DEANE, Captain and A. A. G.

———

Memorandum of letter from James Davison, agent, &c., to General Tillson.

Was instructed to attend to and transact all business brought before him from
either Greene or Oglethorpe counties ; has approved a number of contracts pre-
sented by citizens of Oglethorpe county, which he purposes to keep separately
from the business of Gireene county, to the end that no confugion may arise.
For the last three wecks has bent every energy and given his whole time to
advancing the general interest of freedmen in his jurisdietion; at first met with
opposition, and very little encouragement from either white or black ; the negro
seemed resolved and obstinate, and the white carcless and indifferent and full of
evil forebodings, and a mutual distrust, with but little good fecling, existed be-
tween the employer and employed. He went to work, and wherever he could
find or get a crowd of freedmen togethery gave them a «little talk,” and the re-
sult is, nearly all have made contracts and have homes for the present year, ex-
cept the unfortunate classes of women, children, the aged, decrepit, and orphans.
All who wanted laborers are generally supplied, and nearly all the freedmen
have obtained homes and work, The freedmen, throughout the holidays, have
behaved better, been more orderly, sober, and quiet than ever before recollected.
T'his is the general remark and conclusion of every one, and nearly every farmer
in his section enters upon the new year more cheerful and hopeful than he au-
ticipated. The contracts ou the large farms gencrally are made for part of the
crops—from one-fourth to one-half, one-thirg being the usual rate—and the
freedmen in most instances appear pleased and contented.
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Bureav or REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
OrFrICE AcTING Ass’T COMMISSIONER, STATE OF GGEORGIA,
Augusta, Georgia, Januaiy 17, 1866.

GENERAL: T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram of
yesterday, in answer to my own of the 13th instant.

A careful reading of paragraph 3, of circular 5, from this office, will, I
think, show that the rights of all the freed people are sufficiently guarded. The
only persons who can by a compulsory process be hired out are those who, in
the eye of the law, arc vagrants, and even they cannot be thus hired out unless
good wages are paid; and in a previous portion of the same circular, paragraph
2, I have stated what are good wages.

Either this must be done or those persons must be fed in idlencss by the
bureau, live by stealing or practicing some other vice, suffer or starve, or be
turned over to the tender mercies of the civil authorities, to be dealt with ac-
cording to the vagrant law of this State, which gives a whitc man not less than
two nor more than four yecars’ imprisonment for this offence. Can you wonder
that the delegates to the freedmen’s convention, recently in session in this city,
when the question was placed before them fairly, fully, and frankly, should
enthusiastically sustain the order? 1T told the convention that you and other
of their friends were fearful that advantage might be taken of it to their injury,
and admitted to them that possibly this might be done. Captain Bryant and
others, the Rev, Edecs, of Boston, were present, and will bear testimony to
the fact that I presented the question fairly; that I told the convention the
whole truth, and then appealed to the members to express their real opinion;
not to be influenced by my opinion or presence, but to act in accordance with their
own conviction; that they werc men selected to represent the interests of the
race, and that it was their duty to do it, without fear or favor; and that if
being here, and knowing the facts as I knew them, they thought the order
right, to say so; if not, and they thought I was mistaken, to say that. And
after I had said this and explained the whole matter, Chaplain Turner (colored)
rose and read a resolution, drawn up by himself, indorsing the policy of the
bureau in the State, and pledging the support of the intelligent colored people.
Bradley, the colored lawyer released on parole by the Sccretary of War from
Fort Pulaski, was present and disposed to do mischief, but the convention had
the good sense to vote him down by an overwhelming majority.

The convention seemed to realize fully the vast importance to their race of
their making a good'record on the labor question this yecar. They manfully
admitted all the facts. They said they knew that there were many of their
own racec who would not work for fair wages, and who would be a burden upon
them and injure the future of the race, and they were not only willing, but
anxious, that such persons should be compelled to work, and not be allowed to
bring disgrace upon them, and furnish arguments to their cncmies to prove that
they would not work except under the lash. I came away from the convention
with more and better hopes of this people than I ever had before. These men
had the courage and the pluck to admit the facts and the truth, which can only
be injurious to those who are in the wrong.

I did not issue the order referred to until after I had labored earnestly for
nearly three months to convinee these people of the necessity of making con-
tracts at fair prices whenever they could not otherwise provide for themselves,
and with little or no good result. They would admit the truth of what I said,
would promise to follow my advice, but did not do it. I waited until it was
evident that something must be done beside talk, and then issucd the order. It
has worked like a charm. Doubtless advantage has been taken of it to mis-
represent the fact and drive freed people into making improper and unjust con-
tracts; but all such contracts are null and void on account of this fraud, and as
fast ag I can reach them I can set them aside. So far no contracts have been
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finally approved which do not come up to the standard laid down in paragraph
2, circular 5.

In the mean time, on account of the vigorous and just policy of the bureau,
the price of labor is increasing. I could only countermand the order by your
direction, so stated, otherwise it would seem like a trick on my part and injure
my usefulness. T'he order was very popular in the State, and consequently to
couutlermand it in this manner would have made you and the burcau very un-

opular,
P If\'ow that the order has done its work, induced the freed people to find
homes, and prevented great suffering, I can counteract any of the bad effeets.
you evidently fear by issuing the enclosed order,

Hoping that my explanation and the course pursued may meet your approval,
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

: DAVIS TILLSON,
Brig. Gen. Vols. and Acting Ass’t Commissioner.

Major Geeneral O. O. HowaRb,

Commissioner Bureauw Refugees, &c., Washington, D. C.

BuRrREAU oF REFUGEES, 'REEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
Orrice AcTINGg Ass'r CoMMISSIONER, STATE 0F GEORGIA,
Augusta, Georgia, January 19, 1866.

GENTLEMEN : Your communication of 13th instant has been received. Your
attention is invited to that portion of paragraph 2, circular No. 4, from this
office, which states that agents are directed to disapprove all contracts which do
not give the freed people “ fair and reasonable compensation for their labor.”

Your attention is further invited to the fact that paragraph 2, eircular No. 5,
from this office, makes a distinction between southwest Georgia and the upper
and middle counties. I have made the most careful investigation on the subject
of wages, und have in my possession a mass of information, collected throughout
different parts of the State. I can demonstrate, to the satisfaction of any man,
that the wages mentioned in civeular No. 5 are moderate and reasonable; for
instance, Mr. Z. II. Clark, of Oglethorpe county, came here yesterday to con-
vinee me that he could not pay these wages; and, taking his own figures, pay-
ing able-bodied men twelve dollars per month, he would make a nct profit out of
each hand of one hundred and sixty-three dollars.

Labor is worth, in the open market in this State, more than is mentioned in
paragraph 2, circular No. 5, and thousands pf laborers can be furnished em-
ployment at those and higher rates.

Under these circumstances, and the fact that the rates of wages paid for labor,
for instance, in the county of Wilkes, for the past ten years, average upwards
of ninety dollars, (390,) with everything found, and the partics hiring the slaves
taking all riska of lost time by sickuess, idleness, or running away ; the further
fact that, with the present prices at which the freedman must purchase for him-
self and family all the necessaries of life, the compensation given him in your
contracts will not afford him a living, I am compelled to disapprove them,

I have stated everywhere, and nnder all circumstances, that all cfforts of the
bureau to compel the freed people to comply with their contracts must he pre-
ceded by good wages and kind treatment.

No agent of this bureau in this State will be allowed to interfere to enforce
contracts which shall not be approved at this office. It ought to be evident to
all the people that this attempt to take advantage of the ignorance of the freed
people, even with their own consent, to hire them for a sum which will not afford
them a living, and practically re-cnslavesthem, is simply giving a premium to
insure a failure of the free-labor system
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If the people of your county think they cannot afford to give good wages in
money, then let them give a portion of the crops; and, if the county is as poor
as you state, then the portion of the crop ought to be large, in order to afford
the laborers reasonable compensation. The portion of the crép mentioned in
paragraph 2, circular No. 5, or one-quarter of the gross proceeds, the employer
paying all expenses and finding the hands, will be decmed just and cquitable at
this officc—the latter proposition, the one made by Mr. Clark, of Oglethorpe
county.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
. DAVIS TILLSON,
Brig. Gen. Vols. and Acting Ass't Comamissioner,
Messrs. James R, LyLe and
JoHN CALVIN JOHNSON,
Athens and Watkinsville, Geeorgia.

Copy respectfully furnished for information of Major General Howard, com-
missioner,
DAVIS TILLSON,
Brig. Gen. Vols. and Acting Ass’t Commissioner.

BureAu or REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LLANDS,
OFFICE AcTING SuB-AsSISTANT CoMMISSIONER,
Albany, Georgia, January 22, 1866.
GENERAL: I take the liberty of informing you that the freed people of this
county have, with but few exceptions, made contracts to work for this year, and
have gone to work as they should do. They seem to be satisfied and happy, and
the planters arc generally in high spirits, thinking there is a probability, at least,
of making a good crop. I have little doubt myself from all that I can see, (and
I have beea on many plantations,) but that freed labor will succeed well in this
county, particularly where planters act with proper discrefion. The contracts
you will sce for yourself. 'T'he planters are paying from five (5) to twenty (20)
dollars per month, according to the class of lnborers. There is a great demand
for labor now, and I can find Zomes for one thousand in three days in this county,
al faom $12 to §16 per month for men, and _from $5 to $10 per month for women.
I am, general, very, respectfully your obedient servant,
+FRANCIS A. BILLINGSLEA,
Agent Bureaw of Refugees, Freedmen and Abandoned Lands,
Dougherty county, Georgia.
Brigadier General D. ThiLLson,
Acting Assistant Commissioner, Burcaw Kefugees,
Freedmen and Abandoned Lands, Augusta, Georgia.

Official copy, forwarded for information of Major General Howard, commis-
sioner.
DAVIS TILLSON,

Brig. Gen., Vols. and Acting Ass’t Commissioner.

P. S.—NMr. Billingslea is a citizen agent. It will be noticed that the facts
stated by him prove conclusively that I did right by insisting upon the wages
mentioned in my circular 5, yet the people of southwestern Georgia declared at
first that they could not and would not pay these wages, and began making con-
tracts at $8 to $10 per month. N
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Bureat oF REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND AsaNDONED LANDS,
OFFICE AcTING AssS'T COMMISSIONER, STATE OF GGEORGIA,
Augusta, Georgia, January 23, 1866.

DeAR GENERAL: A friend has called my attention to the enclosed article.
Let me tell you that the impression sought to be conveyed is totally untrue and
unjust to the freed people. and the statement that the rates of labor are ¢ fully
one hundred per cent. too great, that being the amount of advance on former
wages,”” is simply an unblushing falsehood, which the writer must have known
if he knew anything about the subject; and if he did not, he had no business
speaking of it. I have in my posscssion overwhelming proof that the rates
suggested in my circular, and which were obtained from intelligent planters in
this State, are too low rather than too high. All southwest Georgia has already
contracted at these rates, and the State is being ransacked for laborers, to
whom even much higher wages are being offered, and the tendency is still
upward. Any policy is to be judged by its results, and by this criterion I am
right, and the correspondent of the Intelligencer is very wrong.

The fact is becoming more and more evident that hereafter labor and not
cotton is to be king., Please mark the prediction. If the government will only
continuc to stand by the freed people in their just rights simply, then, by the
operation of laws infinitely more potential and certain in their exccution than
those of Congress, the negro is to be master of the situation, and those who in
times past practiced cruelty upon him, or who now hate, despise, and defame
bim, are to be a financially ruined people. To-day the men who have been
cruel to their slaves cannot hire freed people to work for them at any price.
Fortunes in the future are for those only whom the freed people con trust and
for whom they will work~—not for the proud and haughty owner of land merely.
Land, good land, will be plenty, a drug in the market; labor will be the difti-
cult thing to obtain, and the friends of the freed people, especially the northern
man, can alone command it. fntre nous, I think I sce the end, and I predict
that Providence is not done dealing with this people. I belicve their hate,
cruelty, and malice are yet to bear more and very bitter fruit, and that by natural
and irresistible laws the old-time southerner is to become entircly- harmless in
his impotent rage, or'extinct. But we shall see.

Pray keep the President posted, and do not let him be deccived by these
selfish falsehoods about the price of labor. I can prove that I am right, out of
the mouths of the best men in this State. Not to sustain my action will do me
no harm, I could simply resign, as I should feel it my duty to do. If the
government is to be disgraced, some other instrument must be found; but it
would do immense mischicf to the freed people.

Just as I was tinishing this letter Licutenant Pratt returned from Washington,
Wilkes county. I enclose his report. In explanation, I call your attention to
the enclosed slip, cut from the Loyal Georgian,

I am yours, very truly,
DAVIS TILLSON
Brig. Gen. Vols.,, Acting Assistant Commissioner.

Major General 0. O. HowARbD, )

Commissioner Bureaun R. F. and A. L., Washington, D. L.

We learn that reports reached General Tillson’s office a few days since that
falsehoods were being circulated in Wilkes county respecting the intentions and
purposes of the Freedmen’s Bureau, in consequence of which freed people had
been induced to make contracts which did not give them reasonable compen-
sation for their labor, ranging from $3 to 88 per month. It was stated that they
were sent by the bureau to Mississippi and southwestern Georgia, were sold
into slavery, and that the women were drowned ; that the bureau had an interest
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in southwestern Georgia, and therefore desired to send laborers to that portion
of the Statc,

Upon receiving undeniable proof that such stories were being cireulated to
deccive the freed people, General Tillson gent Lieutenant Pratt with a squad of
soldiers to Washington, Wilkes county, to make known the fact that all con-
tracts made in pursuance of such misrepresentation were null and void.

Reports have been received from Licutenant Pratt that the planters of Wilkes
county are coming in from all directions to re-contract with their laborers, and
are now willing to give them reasonable pay. They further acknowledge that
the prices at which they had contracted with the freed people were inadequate
and unjust.

Bureat oF REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
OrFIcE AcTINg Ass’T COMMISSIONER, STATE 0F (GEORGIA,
Augusta, Georgia, January 23, 1866.

GENERAL : I have the honor to report my return from Waghington, Wilkes
county, Georgia, whither I had gone, pursuant to Speeial Orders No. 13, from
this oflice, for the purpose of procuring homes for such freed people who had
no employment, and correcting misrepresentations which had been circulated in
regard to the objects and purposes of the bureau.

On my arrival at Washington I notified the planters and others that all con-
tracts made with the freedmen which did not allow them reasonable compen-
sation for their labor were null and void, and that the frecedmen would not be
allowed to work forless wages than the prices laid down in circular 5. 1 found
most of the planters willing to re-contract, and pay from $12 to 15 per month,
board and lodging, or give a share in the crops equivalent to these prices.
Several planters came to me and stated that they had advized their neighbors
to pay their freedmen better wages, © They are anxious to keep all the freedmen
on their plantationg, and are willing to pay a better compensation than planters
in other scetions. I sent word to Dr. Pope, a planter living within three (3) miles of
Washington, who had contracted with eleven (11) freedmen at the rate of 36,
&7, and £9 per month, that his contract would be disapproved. 1Te immediately
came to sce me, and said he would pay his men $150 a year, or would give
them a share of the erops, and if the erops did not yicld enough to allow them
£150 he would bind himself to pay in money the balance to make up the $150,

Good people in this country say that freedmen are doing well, and that the
planters should pay them well for their labor, which I find they are willing to
do rather than have the freedmen leave. T find that the whites of this county
are disposed to do what is right by the freedmen, and the freedmen are willing
and say they will work hard for any white man, and all they ask is fair and
reasonable wages for their labor,

Several persons requested me to say to General Tillson that they regret that
reports are in circulation that negroes have heen taken to Cuba and sold, and
that the white people desire that the unemployed freedmen should be arrested
and bound oyt for food and clothing. They also say that you are doing well
by the negroes, and that they wre deserving of every possible encouragement,
and that they promige to promote the interests of the freedmen.

I am, general, respeetfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE I PRATT,
Licutenant 13th Conn. Batt, and Ass't in Qffice.
Davis TiLisox, ,
Brig. Gen. Vols. and A A. Com., Slate of Georgia, Augusta, Ga.

Official : W. W. DEANE,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant General.
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Letter from Georgia.

CRIMES BY THE FREEDMEN.~UNJUST DISCRIMINATIONS ~~WAGES,~~THE
FREEDMEN CODE OF GEORGIA COMPLETED,—SYNOPSIS THERKOR.~——NEGRO
TROOPS~~NATIONAL BANK OF AUGUSTA.~~GREAT MORTALITY OF RLACKS.—
REPEAL NEEDED,—A FREEDMEN'S CONVaNTION,

AvausTa, GEORGIA, Janwary 6, 1866,
Editors of the National Intelligencer of the 13th instant:

The Christmas holidays have happily passed over without any such organized
outbreak on the part of the black population as was at one time very seriously
feared, though there have been no few individual cases of crime; some of ver
peculiar atrocity. Thus, on Christmas eve, that time when, of all others, it
would seem aa though the passions of men might respect the holy tide, a very
estimable young man, residing some few miles from the city, was most brutally
murdered. With such business-like malice was the deed perpetrated that it has
been fully established the assassin or assassins went from this place with a
wagon to the store where their victim traded and slept, and, after committing
murder, deliberately loaded the vehicle with the murdered man’s goods, not even
forgetting to steal his clothes and the bedding uf the couch from which, in the
dead of night, he rose only to meet a death the bullets of four years’ war had
failed to inflict. About the same time, in this city, a gang of negro troops as-
+ saulted a house occupied by some Irishmen, who stood stoutly on the defence,
and nothing but the interposition of a strong guard prevented the quarrel being
‘pushed to a bloody conclusion, either party receiving strong ve-enforcements
after the first repulse of the blacks. Some weeks after these occurrences a very
aggravated outrage, of a similar nature to the latter, was attempted by another
crew of negro soldiers, aided by some debauched country blacks. Accounts of
this affair—an attack upon the house of a widow lady, near the city, who at
the time had several young ladies staying with her—have doubtless reached
you, and a mere summary thereof is all that will, therefore, be given. Two
young gentlemen, who acted with a most dauntless gallantry, kept the mob some
time'at bay, killing four and mortally wounding two, though, in the end, they were
reduced to the greatest extremities, and would beyond doubt have been mur-
dered, and their helpless female charges delivered over to brutality, had it not
been for the timely arrival of an officer with troops. From twenty-five to thirty
negroes, the soldiers who instigated and led on the assault being about half that
number, were engaged in this affair, and all surviving were arrested, though, to
speak plainly, it is not believed they will be at all adequately punished. Some
month or 8o since, it will be remembered, a very worthy physician in a neigh-
boring county was murdered, and his assassin, who avowed openly the crime,
arrested and consigned to the jail in this city. It is now charged by a paper
here, and no denial has been made apparent, that this negro was lately rcleased
from confinement, and seen upon the streets at liberty,  Per contra, there are
now in the same jail two young white men charged before and convicted by a
court-martial of having kif;ed a negro woman in he interior part of the State.
Lying under scntence of death, these men were yesterday to have been hanged
but a reprieve has been obtained to lay new testimony before the President
Now, while the sentiment here is that those offending the law should suffer
under the law, it is undeniable that the severity, and perhaps a just severity,
in the case of white men is thought to very illy contrast with the lenity shown
to blacks. This impression of a very gross injustice is deeply rooted here, and
a8, in various ways, Augusta largely gives the tone to the State, it may safely
be said that that impression is the greatest obstacle here existing to a hearty
and a very general support of the federal Executive.

Ex. Doec, 2717
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But, not to dwell on this particular view, something further on the general
subject of the blacks may be of interest, before passing to other topics. Some
dissatisfaction in the article of wages exists with a late circular issued, just
prior to Christmas, from the headquarters of the Freedmen’s Bureau in this
State. This circular, while not expressly commanding any schedule of wages,
suggests a tariff in such manner as, to the minds of the freed people, will doubt-
less be taken as equivalent to an order to that effect. These suggestions men-
tioned from $180 to $156 per annum for males, and from $96 to $120 for females,
according to the scene of labor, the southwestern portion of the State ranking
higher; food and lodging, in all cases, superadded. Now, it is claimed that
these rates are fully one hundred per cent. too great, that being the amonnt of
advance on former wages, when the full labor of each hand could be securcd.
Should contracts not be made voluntarily by the 10th of this present month, it
is further declared that freed people will have such arrangements made for them,
in case ability otherwise to support themsclves cannot be made apparent. While
on this subject, it is curious to remark how men of every class here, civilian or
official, and of every diversity of opinion on other matters regarding the blacks,
unite in considering it a necessity they should be enforced to make contracts.
The bureau circulars on the topic always take this view, and the matter is
viewed from the same stand-point by the State law commission. , ,

This commission, appointed under a resolution of the late reorganization con-
vention to prepare and report to the general assembly a system of laws to meet
the legal exigencies resultant from emancipation, concluded their labors on the
19th of last month, and the report which embodies the conclusions arrived at
is now in print. As it is highly probable the legislature at its approaching ses-
sion will, with perhaps some few emendations, adopt this report, a synopsis
thereof will be essayed. The report, then, consists of fourteen articles, made
up of one hundred and fifty-four sections, Article first repeals the slave and
free negro codes, defines free persons of color, and declares * such persons shall
have the right to acquire, own, and dispose of property, to enjoy the fruits of
their labor, to make contracts, to sne and be sued, to receive and trangmit prop-
erty by inheritance,” and “to receive protection in their persons and property.”
There being already a law as to the testimony of such persons, the provisions
of the report thercon are, as supererogatory, not given. Article second provides
for the organization, procedure, &c., of a county court in each county, to hold
daily sessions; jurisdiction, $100. Articles third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and sev-
enth regulate respectively the domestic relations, husband and wife, parent and
child, guardian and ‘ward, master and servant, and master and apprentice.
T'hose now living as man and wife are declared to be really such, choice to be
made in case there are more than one guas: husband or wife. Parents are
required to support children, legitimate and bastard alike, and all now born are
legitimated. Relation of guardian and ward same as among white persons, sub-
ject to the jurisdiction of ordinary. The articles regulating the relations of
master and servant and master and apprentice are quite lengthy, but in effect
almost exact transcripts of the old common law in those regards, mutatis mutan-
dis, to fit local exigencies. Article eight extends the Jaw of contracts as of force
among whites to the blacks, illiterate persons being especially and strongly pro-
tected, Article ninth extends the law of wills, administration, distribution of
estates and the like, to the blacks, with some amendments to lessen expense to
them of the usual procedure. Acrticle tenth punishes certain' crimes—larceny,
grand and petit, vagrancy, receiving stolen goods, and attempts at larceny,
burglary, arson, and robbery—by penal labor on public works; provides for
superintendent of such labor, and gives right to him to farm out convict labor,
taking bond for humane treatment, &e.; recusance of convict to be punishable
by sume chastisement now by law permitted in the penitentiary in the case of
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white convicts recusant.  Article eleven sets forth crimes and their punishment.
Rape, poisoning, arson, and attempts thereat, punishable with from death to light
imprisonment,  Makes it a erime also to combine to injure negroes in their per-
sons or property. Article twelve further defines erimes. Article thirteen regu-
lates practice iu criminal cases, and article fourteen regards licenses in business,
requiring them in specified cases, irrespective of color.

From this 7esumé of a proposed code, drawn up by some of our first lawyers—
Judge Starnes, an eminent practitioner, being chairman of the commission—it
will be seen with what very peculiar care the interests of the blacks have been
sought to be placed on the hase of & common justice. Judge Starnes is emphati.
cally and especially a lawyer—a rarer character now-a-days than most men
think—and in the report, which strongly bears his impress, has, as it would
seem, sought to regard the black in the same light as the Ulpian or Papinian
did the old Roman freedman—entitled, as a human being, to all legal rights, but
by polity debarred from civie franchise. In one word, this proposed code is
gimply an cxtension to the negroes of the old common law as to person and
property.  Could these principles, modified to some extent by the provisions of
the chapters de libertinis, to be found in the civil law, be digested into a code

“applicable alike to each of the late slave States, the negro question would
reccive a quietus that would let the whole land be at ease on that point once
more. Here in Georgia, at least, is no hostility worthy of note against the
blacks, and were it not for the presence of negro troops even now things might
go comparatively well,  But so long as there is before the eyes of an ignorant
and credulous race, lately freed from bondage, the spectacle of a standing army
of their own race put in authority over those to whom that race has for an hun-
dred years been subject, just so long will there be incitement to idleness and
motive for false and delusive views. 'The glitter, the show, the bricf authority,
the civic irresponsibility pertaining to these black troops are—take the word
for it of a man who would neither extenuate nor set down aught in malice—a, -
fearful obstacle to the peace and prosperity of this country, Of the cxcesses of
these troops I do not speak—there are bad men of every hue, and not a few
crimes here committed are the work of the white garrisons, of prowling dis-
charged desperadoes—Dbut the very presence of such forces is an cver-flowing
fount of evil, ’ ' o

From the first quarterly report of the national bank here—which, not having.
as yct received its notes, has not gotten fairly to business—it appears that the
deposits already amount to $295,783 76 ; discounts, so far, $6,333 93.

By late mortuary returns it appears that curing the year 1865 there were
in the city cemeteries 1,618 interments; 614 whites and 1,004 blacks, In 1864
the white burials were 626, blacks 293, thus showing that during the last year
the mortality among the blacks has increased over the twelve months previous
very near four hundred per cent., and whereas the white deaths were about two
to one of the blacks, that proportion has'now been reversed. On yesterday the
136th United States colored infantry, Colonel Ruth, for some time past stationed
at the Augusta arsenal, was mustered out, the discharged negroes mostly leaving
for Alubama, where it is understood the command was raised. No regret is felt
at their removal from this vicinity, The Colored American, a weckly paper
issued here in the interest of the freedmen, in its number for to-day comes out
with a call for a freedmen’s convention ; counties with large towns to send five
delegates each, others three apicce ; mecting to be held on the 10th instant;
object, to adopt steps to procure rights of citizenship. With this much about
the negro—a harping on one string almost unavoidable from lack of general
political intelligence—Ilet me close by hoping that the objectionable seventh
proviso of section fifth of chapter 100, Laws United States, 1861-'62, may be
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repealed. This law, approved July 2, 1862, and entitled “ An act donating
public lands lo the several States and Territories which may provide colleges
Jor the benefit of agriculture and the mechanic arts,” declares, in this obnoxious
proviso, that no State shall be entitled to the benefits thereof that does not
within two years from the date of approval signify, through its legislature, an ac-
ceptance of the donation promised. Now, in July 2, 1862, Georgia did not so
signify this acceptance, and is, of course, ruled out, thus losing something like
$337,500 of United States stock, which, at the interest fixed in section four,
‘would yield the handsome revenue of $16,876 per annum for the encouragement
of scientific agriculture and mechanic arts. Heaven knows if there be one State
more than another needing this aid, it is this latently rich State of Georgia.
Her wealth is, by the rules of political economy, the wealtl: of the federal gov-
ernment, and it is to be trusted Congress will show statecratl enough, by striking
out this proviso, to ﬁsist her and the other late confederated States in the work

of material devegl nt. @ T. P.
~ Q@‘Q Cp?ﬁ»
™ P

%Q Q¢ : WasHINGTON, GA., January 17, 1866.
'AIN ¢ ing at this place and circulating the report that contracts
e with fr en, which do not come up to the standard price laid down in

circular 5, the planters are coming in from all quarters and are anxious to re-
coutract with tfne laborers, and will give from twelve to thirteen dollars per
month, or from one-quarter to one-half of the crop, or most any price, rather
than have them take them away. The people acknowledge that the compensa-
tion is not enough; but they did not know that General Tillson had the power
to remove them to other points where the freedmen could get better wages.
Everything is very quiet, and the false reports circulated that when the freed-
men were sent off by the bureau and gold into slavery have ccased. They state
to the freedmen that such reports were untrue, and that the bureau intends to
do well by them. DBesides, the white people will do well by the freedmen and

y them the wages required by General Tillson, and are glad to doit. A
arge number of planters have come to Mr. McGuire’s office to day to recontract
with the freedmen, and admit they have not paid them a sufficient compensation
for their labor.

I think it is well for the freedmen that General Tillson has disapproved of
contracts which have been made on such unreasonable terms. Ireedmen who
contracted for seven dollars per month are now recontracting for twelve and
thirteen dollars per month.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE H. PRA'TT,
Lieutenant, §e.
Captain W. W. DEANE, 4. 4. G.

Bureavu oF REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
OFFIcE AcTiNg AssisTANT CoMMISSIONER,
Augusta, Ga., Janvary 23, 1866. .

Official ‘copy, furnished for the information of Major General O. O. Howard, -

Commissioner.
: DAVIS TILLSON,
Brigadier General Volunteers and A. A. C.
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Bureau or REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
OFFICE AcTING ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER, STATE OF GEORG:A,
Augusta, Georgia, January 24, 1866.

GeneraL: I have the honor fo state that, notwithstanding the reply made
to my communication of the 28th November last, by the Sceretary of War,
“that it is not the intention of the War Department to withdraw the troops from
the State at present,” the troops in the department have since continued to be
mustered out until there are now less than two thousand, some eight hundred
of whom are colored, in the State. I could not even wish for more prompt,
hearty, and thorough co-operation than has been extended to me by (General
Steedman and General Brannan, the present commander of the department;
but there ave so many places containing public property where guards must be
kept, that, with the present force, it i3 simply impossiblé to furnish even a
small guard to aid the officers and agents of the bureau at points where they
are absolutely necessary. The officers and agents of the bureau at Albany,
Columbus, Marietta, Rome, Griffin, Waynesboro, Washington and other places,
report that they need the presence of at least a few troops to aid them-in the
performance of their dutics. In all cases, officers report that they are powerless
without them.,

In almost every case, as herctofore reported, the withdrawal of troops has
been followed by outrages on the freed people; their school-houses have been
burned, their teachers driven off or threatened with death, and the freed people
by fraud, and even by violence, made to enter into unjust and fraudulent con-
tracts, The responsible and educated classes are ashamed of these outrages,
and loudly and justly claim that they should not all be judged by the people
who arc mean and cruel encugh to practice these wrongs; but the convictions
of the former never take form in action—seldom in a manly, open protest. It
requires the most careful nursing and culture to keep alive even a show of justice
towards the freed people.

Nearly all the females and young men, and all the blacklegs and rowdies, are
open and defiant in their expression of hate for Yankees and negroes. The
simple truth is, that the only public opinion which makes itself felt is as bitter
and malignant as ever. ' ‘

These are the facts, and any theory or policy which disregards or ignores
them is of little account, no matter by whom advocated or sustained. Unless
we keep a firm, just, kind hand upon these people, all our past labor will be
thrown away. )

A large number of troops is not required; but the State is one of the largest,
and unless small garrisons are kept at many points, most unfortunate results
will certainly follow ; labor will be insecure and untrustworthy, and industrial
operations will be sadly interfered with., Some of the unpleasant consequences
to be anticipated are already exhibiting themselves ; as, for instance, the recent
attack on the garrison at Brunswick. -

The people who have something to lose begin to appreciate the insecurity
i;v'hich follows the withdrawal of garrisons, and arve asking to have them sent

ack.

The highest and best iuterests of the State, as well as of the freed people,
require an addition to the force now in the department.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAVIS TILLSON,
Brigadier General Volunteers and A. A. C.
Major Gieneral O. O. HowaRnb,
Commissioner Bureaw Refugees, Freedmen, and
Abandoned Lands, Washington, D. C.
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OFFICE Bureau REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
GRreEeNE Co., Ga,, WoobVILLE, February 6, 1866.

GENERAL: I met quite a number of the citizens of this county at Greensboro’
to-day, and explaincd to them fully the conditions which, when complied with
on their part, would enable them to retain their labor, under the protection and
guarantecs of approved contracts. Mr. J. B. Hart presented the following
resolution for the action of the meeting—the same being adopted, with but
three (3) dissenting voices:

Resolved, That we, as planters and citizens of Greene county, Georgia, do
accept the terms for the hive of freedmen the present year as set forth by Gen-
eral T'illson in circular No. 5, December 22, 1865, aud request that reasonable
time be allowed us to amend our former contracts, so that they may conform to
the stipulated standard of prices as set forth in paragraph No. II of said circular;
and we further request that Mr. Davison, agent, &ec., for this connty, forward a
copy of this resolution to General Tillson for his approval.  With but few ex-
ceptions, probably none, our people will come up to the re uirements, I think,

romptly. T'he change may result in some few contracts heretofore made, not
eing amended, and in the consequent discharge of a small number of laborers,
all of whom, however, will be able to obtain employment and homes, ¢ither in
the county or elsewhere, us they may prefer, without difficulty.
I am, general, with due consideration, very respectfully,
JAMES DAVISON, Agent.
General D, TILLsON,
Acting Assistant Commissioner, §e., Augusta, Ga., '

Official copy furnished for information of Major General O O. Howard.
: ' DAYVIS TILLSON,
Brig. Gen. Vols. and Act. Assist. Commissioner.

SAVANNAH, GEORGIA, Iebruary 6, 1866.

DEeAR GENERAL: T came here a few days since to try to arrange matters
between the freed people and those who wish to employ them. I should have
come here sooner, but that I was waiting to hear from you in reply to my letter,
proposing to give former owners temporary possession of their lands, except
where titles have been given to freed people. I see by the New Yerk papers
of the 1st instant that your anticipation that the bill enlarging the powers of
the bureau, &c., would have passed by that time has not been realized. We
cannot wait any longer if' crops are to be raised on the coast and islands of this
State this year; therefore 1 am making cfforts to adjust the diflerences above
referred to on the following basis, viz: 1 take it for granted that the bill before
Congress will pass, and that the titles to land given in compliance with General
Sherman’s order will be made good for three ycars, but that other land not o
encumbered may still be oceupied by the owners if not abandoned, or restored
to them if abandoned, in accordance with your instructions to Captain Ketchum,
I take it for granted that Congress does not intend to make a general sweeping
conveyance of all lands within Sherman’s reservation to the freed people, or to
*confirm any titles given since the President countermanded General Sherman’s
order, but simply to confirm the titles properly and legally given in pursuance
of Sherman’s order. It 1 am right, then I cannot think the difficulties in the
way of the adjustment of the question arc insurmountable. I propose, for in-
stance, where titles have been given without being definitely located, as is
gencrally the case, or where they are located, then, with the consent of the
parties, to consolidate the grants in some one portion of the plantation, giving
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the freed people an average portion in point of fertility and other advantages,
and leaving the remaining portion of the plantation unencumbered, so that crops
can be raised upon all parts of the same. I propose, further, to get the owners,
capitalists and freed people together, and, if possible, make some mutually satis-
factory agreement which shall give work, good wages and kind treatment to
the freed people, and crops to the country. I think I can do this; and if so, it
geems to me that such an arrangement cannot be otherwise than agreeable to
you, to Congress, and the country. If however, I am wrong, please telegraph
me, that I may not act contrary to your wishes. I find things in very bad
ghape here and on the islands. I must remain for a time and try to improve
the condition of affairs. It will require hard work, and I may fail, but I will
do the best I possibly can. I met a large number of the freed people last
night, and induced them to appoint nine of their own number who are to assist
the bureau in ridding the city of the large number of vagrants and.idlers who
will do nothing themselves, and who interfere with the industry of others, I
have telegraphed Captain Ketchum, asking him to meet me here. I want to
act in concert with him, as I am determined not longer to issue rations lo able-
bodied people on the islands who refuse to make reasonable and liberal arrange-
ments to work for their own support when such are offered. I have not heard
from Captain Ketchum, although 1 have telegraphed twice, and have waited
until I can wait no longer. I go to St. Catherine’s island to-morrow.
I am yours, very respectfully,
DAVIS TILLSON,
Brigadier General Volunteers and A. A. C.
Major General HowaRrbp,
Commissioner, Washington, D. C.

P. S.—General Hall, whom I expeet to assign to duty here, has not reported
yet. D. T.

Bureavu or REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
OrFICE AcTING AssisTaxT COMMISSIONER, STATE OF GEORGIA,
Augusta, Georgia, February 13, 1866,
GteneraL: 1 have the honor to report that, in compliance with Special
Order No. 28, dated February 5, 1866, from this office, directing me to proceed
with guard to Athens and Albany, visiting intermediate points, for the purpose
of sccuring employment and homes for freedmen, I proceeded to Athens, and
finding that but few hands could be obtained for southwest Georgia at thag
place, I went to Jefferson, Jackson county, where 1 procured about one
hundred hands, who were anxious Yo depart. T'he citizens, who spoke in terms
of praise of the burcau, and whose conduct towards me was faultless, rendered
me every assistance in their power, and advised the frecdmen to emigrate to south-
west Georgia, as they would better their condition, veceiving good homes and
much better wages than they could possibly obtain by remaining where they were.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEORGE H. PRATT,
1st Licutenant 13th Conn. Vol. and A. 4. 4. G.
Brigadier General D. TiLLs0N,
Acting Assistant Commissioner.

Official copy forwarded for the information of Major General O. O. Howard,

Commissioner,
DAVIS TILLSON,
Brigadier General Vol. and A. A. Com.
By W. W. DEANE,
Captain and A. A. G., in the General’s absence.
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Bureavu or REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
OFFICE AcTING Ass’T COMMISSIONER, STATE OF GEORGIA,
' Augusta, Georgia, February 8, 1866.

Sir : I have respectfully to report that Mr. Mitchell, who was appointed an
agent of the burcau for this eounty, declines the position, and has forwarded to
you his non-acceptance. Mr. Cline requires enlarged powers before he enters
upon his duties for the bureau, and informed me that he had written to General
Tillson to that end, (giving me a cor: . of his communication.)

There are some who want to have their work done for just such wages as
they sece proper to give, regardless of the requirements of the burean in behalf
of the freed people, who do not know the worth of their own labor. :

Those “ poor ”” people referred to mustnot expeet to be benefited by the colored
people unless they pay for it ; if they are ableto pay two second-class hands, they
can pay one first-class hand. If they are not able, they must not expeet to live
by the sweat of other men’s faces. Let them work for themselves, leaving the
colored men to work for those who are able to pay for his labor. But'the
trouble is not here, but with those people who eall the burean a hambug and a
nuisance, and hire the freed people according to their own notions, without sub-
mitting their contracts to the bureau, and who will not find more than one first-
class hand out of a hundred. It is not maintained by the burcau that the aged,
decrepit and children are first-class hands. The people here are aware of this,
from contracts made by them and approved by e, wherein such laborers get
only their worth. I have yet to see the colored man who refuses to work where
be can get the best wages because he likes one man more than another.

Laborers in this section are scarce. I have now in my office applications for
more than one thousand hands, where they can get from twelve and a half to
twenty dollars per month. I respectfully request that you send me one thou-
sand hands. I can find immediate employment for twice that number, for good
wages. From the tone of Mr. Cline’s communication you can judge the spirit
I have had to deal with; notwithstanding this, employment and good wages
have been sccured to the eolored people.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. C. RICHARDSON,
' Captain and A S. A. Comm'r. -
Captain W. W. Deang,
Assistant Adjutunt General, State of Georgia.

_ Official copy furnished for information of General 0. O. Howard, Commis-
sioner,
- ¢ DAVIS TILLSON,
Brig. Gen. of Vols. and A. A. Comm’r.

: W. W. DEANE,
Captain and A. A. G., in the General’s absence.

Bureav ReruGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
OFFICE AssISTANT COMMISSIONER, STATE 0F GEORGIA,
In the field, Savannak, Georgia, February 20, 1866.

GENERAL: I have the honor to state that I have just returned from a second
trip to the sca islands of this State.

1 am happy to report that the arrangements mentioned in my preceding letter
have been consummated upon St. Catherine’s island; that all parties are perfectly
satisfactory, and that the freed people are happy and working industriously,
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Every additional fact T have obtained deepens my conviction, that but for
this adjustment of their affairs, the freed people would be no better off at the
end of the year on that island than they are now. As it is, there is every rea-
son to hope for the most abundant success, and that this settlement, as it satis-
fies all parties, will not be overthrown for this year by any action of Congress.

By previous appointment I met the owners of St. Simon’s island at Bruns-
wick and took them to the island, called together the freed people, and had a
full and free conference upon all matters in which they are mutually interested.
I pursued a similar course at Sapelo island, and have strong hopes, from what [
saw and heard of both parties, that they can be assisted by the bureau to make
arrangements which shall be mutually satisfactory and profitable,

I enclose you a copy of Special Order No. 3, which will show the basis I have
adopted for a settlement of the differences between the freed people and their
former owners. I am glad to say that it seems to meet almost universal approval.
(For evident reasons 1 have not published it, but made it known only to the parties
interested.) Should the bill before Congress become a law, I have no doubt I shall
be comparatively successful in my efforts to harmonize these conflicting interests.

Upon arriving in this city, I learned with much regret there is still some doubt
as to the action of Congress upon the bill to enlarge thespowers of -this-bureau,
It is confidently stated that the President has or will “veto’ the bill, Should
this prove to be the case, you may possibly disapprove of the enclosed order,
and of my presuming to act pgigr to the final passage of the bill; but I beg to
assure you that so far, goodpl(l not Aarm, has been done, and that I could
not wait longer without making it impossible for either the white or freed
people to raise crops this year—aresult which I take it for granted all must de-
sire to avoid. ) e

With here and there an exception in the main portion of the State, the
affairs of this bureau are progressing satisfactorily. I'he great work for the bu-
reau now is along the coast and on the islands, and to this I must address my-
self personally and at once, as no time can be lost. It is now almost too late to
begin planting cotton with a fair prospect of success. '

The quartermaster’s department has furnished me with a small steam-tug, the
only boat at its disposal, which I have used in visiting the islands, but she draws
too much water for the purpose, and I have been often delayed in consequence.
I would not willingly put the government to any expense which could be avoided,
but in consideration of the importance to the freed people and the government,
thelarge field of labor, (embracing many valuable islands and 300 or 400 miles of
coast,) I deem it indispensable to the interests of the service that a small light-
dranght steamer should be placed at my disposal to enable me to perform my duties
cfficiently and promptly, and I therefore ask your favorable consideration and
immediate action upon the enclosed request for such a boat.

¥ am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
' DAVIS TILLSON,
: Brig. Gen. Vols. and Ass’t Comm’r.

Major General O. O. HowARD,

Comm'r Bureau, §c., Washington, D. C.

{Special Field Orders No. 3.]

Burgav REFUGEES, FREEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
OFFICE ACTING Ass’t COMMISSIONER, STATE oF GEORGIA,
In the field, St. Simon's island, Georgia, February 17, 1826.
II. The former owners of land upou St. Simon’s and the sea islands south
thercof on the coast, and belonging to the State of Georgia, will be permitted to
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return and occupy their lands, or a portion of them, subject to the terms and
conditions hercinafter specified :

First. No owner will be allowed to make use of any threats against the freed
pet:iple or the authorities of the United States, or to use any violence, or to say
or do anything to disturb the peaco on said islands ; but all disputes will be re-
ferred to Mr, W. F. Eaton, the duly appointed agent of the burcau for said
islands, for adjudization.

Second. Grants of land made the freed people, in compliance with General |
Sherman’s Speeial Field Order No, 15, dated January 16, 1865, will be re-
garded as good and valid; but Mr. Eaton, the agent of this burcau, may set
apart and consolidate them, contiguous to cach other, on onc portion of the
plantation upon which such grants have been given, in such manner as to give
the freed people a part possessing average fertility and other advantages, and at
- the same time place no unneecessary obstacle in the way of the owners occupying
and cultivating the remaining portion of the plantation.

T'hird. The former owners of land on said islands will be allowed to occupy
and cultivate the same when not assigned to freed people, as described in pre-
ceding section, or other portions of their cstates that may be made vacant by
the consolidation hereinbefore mentioned.  Such owners will be permitted to
{:ire freed people on terms satisfactory to both parties, and approved by the

ureau.

Fourth. The freed people now on the islandggnot having grants of land, will
not be forced to leave their present domicile u’ the owners of the land upon
which they may he located, or their representatiVes, shall have offered them op-
portunitics of labor upon such terms and conditions as shall be satisfactory to
this bureau. Should such freed people refuse to accept the offer thus made, then
they shall remove from such plantation, and allow the owners thereof the oppor-

tunity to hire others to cultivate the same,
» » » * * » »

DAVIS TILLSON,
Brig. Gen. Vols. and A. A. Comm'r.

Official copy furnished for the information of Major General O. O. Howard,
Commissioner, &e., Washington, D. C.

DAVIS TILLSON,

Brig. Gen, Vols. and A. A. Comm'r.

. ‘ No. 22,

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Buriavu oF REFUGEES, 'REEDMEN, AND ABANDONED LANDS,
Washington, Janvary 1, 1866.

GrNERAL: In obedience to your Special Order No. 84, appointing me in-
gpector of schools and of finances for freedmen, I have the honor to report that
1 left Washington on the 6th day of October last, and travelled through all the
States south, below Tennessee, and this gide the Mississippi river.  'The cities
and large towns visited were Baltimore, Maryland ; Hampton, Norfolk, Peters-
burg, and Richmond, Virginia; Newbern, Goldsboro’, and Wilmington, North
Carolina; Florence, Charleston, and Beaufort, South Carolina; Savannah, Au-
gusta, and Atlanta, Georgia; Fernandina, Jucksonville, and Tallahassee, Flor-
ida; Mobile and Montgomery, Alabama; Jackson, Vicksburg, and Natches,
Mississippi, and New Orleaus, Louisiana,  Most of these places both on my
outward and returning journey. My whole tour extended over four thousand
miles of travel. Going by land I was enabled to sce along the line, and by ex-
cursions into the interior and to the islands much of the freedmen’s condition
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upon the plantations, I also went among thecolored troops, as I could find
them in their various regimental encampments, or as detailed in companies on
special duty.

SCHOOLS.

rl

The desire of the freedmen for knowledge has not been overstated, This
comes from several caunses :

1. The natural thirst for knowledge common to all men, -

2. They have scen power and influence among white people always coupled
with learning—it is the sign of that elevation to which they now aspire.

3. Its nysteries, hitherto hidden from them in written literature, excites to the
special study of books.

4. 'U'beir freedom has given wonderful stimulus to a/l ¢fort, indicating a vi-
tality which angurs well for their whole future condition and character.

5. But especially the practical business of life, now upon their hands, shows
at once their need “of education,  This they all feel and acknowledge ;
hence, their unusual welcome and attendance upon schools is confined to no one
class or nge, Those advanced in life throw up their hands at first in despair,
but a little encouragement places even these as pupils at the alphabet.

Such as are in middle life—the laboring classes—gladly avail themselves of
the evening and Sabbath schools. 'They may be often seen during the intervals
of toil, when off duty as servants, on steamboats, along the railroads, and when
unemployed in the streets of the city or on plantations, with some fragment
of a spclling-book in their hands, carncstly at study. Regiments of colored
soldiers have nearly all made improvement in learning.  In some of them, where
but few knew their letters at first, nearly every man can now read, and many of
them write. In other regiments one-half or two-thirds can do this. The officers
of such regime.its deserve great eredit for their efforts in this respeet. The 128th
United States colored troops, at Beaufort, I found with regularly detailed
teachers from the line officers—a neat camp school-house, erccted by the regi-
ment, and the colonel with great interest superintending the whole arrangement.
Chaplaing have also been the schoolmasters of their respective regiments with
much success and greatly inereasing their usefulnese.

Even in hospitals 1 discovered very commendable efforts at such clementary
instruction. In the above eamp and hospital work the teachers of the nortbern
associations were found helping.  But the great movement is among ckildren of
the usual school age, and who are now otherwise wholly unemployed. Their
parents, if at all intelligent, everywhere encourage them to study. Your officers
in all ways add their influenee, and it is a fact, not always true of children, that
among those recently from bondage, the scliool-house, however rough and un-
comfortable, is of all other places the most attractive; the average attendance
being ncarly equal to that usually found at the north. Ior instance, in the
District of Columbia, the daily attendance at the white schools is but forty-one
(41) per eent., while at the colored schools of the Districet it is seventy-five (75)
per cent,  In the Stoie of New York, the daily attendance at the public schools
averages forty-three (43) per cent. At the colored schools in the city of Memphis
it is seventy-two (72) per cent, In the whole State of Alabama it is seventy-
nine (79) per cent; and in Virginia it is cighty-two (82) per cent. The most
thorough attendance at public schools at the north is probably in the city of
Boston, -where it is ninety-three (93) per cent. In the comparison, there-
fore, =clools of colored children do not suffer (especially when we consider
lax government at home, and opportunity for truancy) with the most vigorous
system found among our own children. Love of their books is universally ap-
parent. Dull and stupid ones there are, but a very common punishment for
misdemeanor is the threat of being kept at home for a day. 'The threat, in most
cases, is sufficient,
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TOTAL UNDER INSTRUCTION,

- The whole number of pupils in the colored sehools of the eleven States lately
in insurrection, and including Missouri. Kentucky, Maryland, and the District
of Golumbia, up to the last date of reports, viz.,, December 1, is ninety thousand
five hundred and eighty-nine, (90,589.) Teachers, one thousand three hundred
and fourteen, (1,314 ;) schools, seven hundred and forty, (740.) These numbers
have increased rather than diminished since that date.

The above schools are sustained under your superintendence by the various be-
nevolent associations of the north, with the exception of a few in charge of tax
commissioners, and those in Louisiana until recently supported by a military
tax on the people of that State. But these associations are indebted to the gov-
ernment for transportation of teachers and of school furniture, for military pro-
tection, and in many cases for the occupation of buildings In possession of this
bureau., The loyal people of the country will, it is believed, do much more of
this philanthropic work, if they can be furnished with the needed accommoda-
tions and protection. Most of the school-houses, churches, and other property
hitherto occupied by them have now been returned to their former owners, and
this immense system of education must fail or be greatly crippled unless per-
manent real estate for their use can be in some way secured. The above asso-
ciations would, in many cases, erect buildings with their own funds if they could
obtain land on which to do it.

VIRGINIA.

AN

The best schools in this State are at Hampton and Norfolk, and the adjacent
plantations, where the ficld could be occupied soon after the war commenced.
Attainment in all the branches of a common education has been most commenda-
ble, and no abatement of zeal or slackening of progress is apparent among schol-
ars most advanced. The higher classes are destined to go still higher if oppor-
tunity is afforded them.

In other parts of Virginia, these educating efforts have commenced more re-
cently, but with equal promise. By the efforts of your excellent assistant com-
missioner at Richmond, schools, in their first stages, are now instituted in all
parts of the State. '

The whole number of colored children under instruction at the present time
in Virginia is twelve thousand cight hundred and ninety-eight in uinety schools,
with one hundred and ninety-five teachers, and the reports of the State super-
intendent are full and satisfactory. .

Aside from these colored schools I found at Richmond a very good school for
indigent white children, under the care of the American Union Commission,
numbering three hundred and seventy-five pupils with five teachers, and fifty
adults in an evening school, In addition to this, the old provost marshal
building (Gencral Winder’s former headquarters) is now being fitted up for
seven schools for poor white children, an industrial echool, and a public read-
ing-room. The lower and middling classes of the white population of the city
favor this movement. Tn Petersburg and Fredericksburg, each, the commisgion
has a similar school ; the former numbering eighty, and the latter one hundred
fifty pupils.

NORTH CAROLINA.

In this State there are schools well advanced at Newbern and vicinity, having
had, for the same reason as above, time for thorough organization and progress.
A vigorous system has been more recently arranged throughout the whole State,
into which children and even adults are crowding, making a constaut demand
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for the opening of new schools. A general desire for education is everywhere
manifested. In some instances, as in Halifax county, very good schools were
found taught and paid for by the colored people themselves. Said a gentleman
to me, “1I constantly sce in the streets and on the door-steps opposite my dwelling
groups of little negroes studging their spelling-books.” ~The aggregate for the
whole State is : schools, eighty-six ; teachers, one hundred and nineteen ; pu-
pils, eight thousand five hundred and six. The increase of scholars during the
four weeks previous to this summary was one thousand four hundred and fifty-
three.

We note the gratifying fact, that while there is this general increase, the at-
tendance in the large towns is decreasing, showing that the tide of colored pop-
ulation is now setting strongly toward the rural districts where labor is called
for, and where they will have their permanent settlement in life.

An industrial school on Roanoke island is in successful operation. In
Raleigh and Wilmington there are schools for poor white children, numbering
in both places two hundred and fifty attendants.

.

SOUTH CAROLINA AND GEORGIA,

In the city of Charleston the free colored people during the existence of
glavery were, under various restrictions, permitted to have schools, The con-
sequence was that some of that class were quite well edneated.  When the late
emancipation came, these schools were at ouce enlarged, and by the aid of
northern benevolence, became very soon unusually interesting. Opposition of
the citizens was rather to the occupying of their public school-houses by the
megroes than to their education itself, The whites had seen in former years
that free negroes were elevated in character by having learning; and it may be
well to state that, of the seventy-six teachers in South Carolina at the present
time, twenty-five are natives, twenty-four being colored persons, It will un-
doubtedly be true, that as prejudice wears away, white persons of the south will
be willing to engage in this well-paid and useful service. And as intelligence
increases, colored teachers will also become more numerous. The happy effect
of mingling in one common and honorable employment persons from opposite
sections of the country, and also of different colors, is apparent. The accom-
plished head master of the largest school in Charleston, numbering eight hun-
dred and fifty in daily attendance, is a colored man,

In all parts of the State schools are multiplying, the whole number being
forty-eight—not as large as might be expected, but some of them are immense
in attendance. Two in Charleston register over eight hundred pupils cach, and
fifteen cthers in the State from one hundred and ten to three hundred and
seventy-two each. I visited the prineipal of these schools, and can say that
many hundreds of pupils bore excellent examination in reading, writing, geog-
raphy, and English grammar. Some of the schools in the interior are in their
first rude stage, and many are deficient in making their régular reports. The
whole number of teachers is seventy-six, and of pupils ten thousand.

Georgia having been under the same assistant commissioner, does not differ
much, in the work donc and in progress, from South Carolina. The best schools
are in Augusta, Macon, and Savannah.” It would be difficult to discriminate,
though in the latter place the effort began earlier. In a very few days after
the advent of Generaf, Sherman there were five hundred children under organ-
ized instructions in that city. T'his effort, in teaching and expense, was under-
taken wholly by the colored people themselves. They received from white
friends only advice and encouragement. These schools still continue, and with
improvement, quite creditable to the agency by which they are carried on. There
are in the State sixty-nine schools and three thousand six hundred and three
pupils, with sixty-nine teachers, forty-three of whom are colored persons, The
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associations of the north are doing well here, as in other States, but their efforts
are crippled by want of buildings. In every place a crowd of pupils can find
no adequate accommodation. It is also true that schools are prevented from
going into the interior through fear of violence to unprotected teachers. A
military police is everywhere needed.

At Athens, in this State, the Union cofnmission has a school of refugee white
children with ninety-five pupils. At Chattanooga there is an advanced school
of this kind recently started.

FLORIDA.,

This State is not as far advanced in education as some others; most of it
being more sparsely populated, and the organization more recent. Notwith-
standing, there are good schools in ten of the larger towns, with the same general
results as above,

In Tallahassee I found five schools gathered and taught by the colored
preachers of the placo. Also a school of interesting girls instructed by a
,mulatto woman of education, and who said, “ I intend to make ladies of these

irls,” They will undoubtedly become teachers. At Fernandina an orphan
gchool of forty (40) little parentless children occupics the mansion formerly
owned by General Finnigan, It is a lovely specimen of genuine philanthropy,
and the lndy principal deserves great credit for her self-denying labors, :

The total in Florida is thirty schools, nincteen (19) teachers, and nineteen
hundred . £,900) pupils.

ALABAMA.

. "

As far as I could learn there have been but two schools in the State under
the care of the assistant commisgioner. T'hese are large, having cight hundred
and seventeen (817) pupils enrolled, with fifteen (15) teachers  T'hat at Mobile
bears & most rigid examination in all respeets. It is well graded, its teachers
thorough, and its discipline excellent  T'he progress made by the majority of
the scholars is truly surprising. The school opened in May, 1865, and now
there arc classes in all the ditferent readers, from the Pictorial Primer to the
Rhetorical Fifth Reader. One class is now in fractions, of Robinson’s Arith-
metic; one class in Intellectual Arithmetie, reciting in reduction; other classes
are well advanced in Englisl grammar and geography. T'he teachers publish a
monthly paper called The Acorn, This school reccives help from the north,
but each pupil, if able, is required to pay a small tuition fee of from 25 cents to
$1 25 per month—no child being excluded on account of poverty. ‘I'he whole
amount re~cived from this tuition has been $1,875 18, T'he other school is at
Montgomery, aud is in a very good condition, with 325 pupils, who pay, in the
aggregate, $118 per month tuition, Arrangements are in progress by your
assistant commissioner to have a general system of schools tt},n'oughout the
State. Governor ’arsons favors the work, and some white native teachers are
willing to engage in it. But in the interior, as is true of all these States, much
opposition is manifested, and military protection will, for the present, be needed,
especially if the instructors are to be females.

T'hére are also cleven schools in the northern part of the State, in the division
known as the “ Department of the Tennessee,” which have hitherto been super-
intended by the commissioner of Kentucky and Tennessce. These are about
to be transferred to the care of the commissioner of Alabama. They are at
Huntsville, Athens, and Stevenson, and are good schools.

MISSISSIPPI.

There is a mixture of good and evil to report from this State. Your officers
are indefatigable in their efforts. There are many good schools among the
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thirty-four in operation. Some of these have made admirable progress, and a
num{er not included have started under various auspices in different parts of
the State. There is everywhere the usual eagerness to learn, But in some
gections inveterate opposition among the whites is manifested towards these
schools, T'wo teachers, at the time I was there, were sent to one of the large
towns, twenty-five miles into the country where there was no military, and the
next morning they were ordered off, and threatened if they did not go. 'This
opposition is often openly avowed, but more gencrally is tacit and concealed,
making itself felt everywhere in a sort of combination not to allow the freedmen
any place in which a school may be taught. A superintendent in an interior
town says: “The opposition to negro education is very great in my town and
neighborhood.”  Colored men in some instances have paid their own money to
prepare and furnish a room for a school and then have been forbidden to use it,
the white people taking it from them for their own children, Similar things
are true of other States, though in Mississippi such opposition has seemed to
be more common than elsewhere, and yet there are redeeming features, In-
stances of planters have come to.our knowledge who are desirous of employing:
teachers for the freed people.  One of your officers states that * many planters
are beginning to perceive that schools for the children would be an inducement
for laborers to engage with them.” General opposition is undoubtedly decreas-
ing. We notice expressions of hope from those who are laboring in the State,
and it is clear that a steady system of effort cannot be resisted; as I told one
of the planters, « they would find it harder fighting the alphabet and spelling-
book than they did Grant and Sherman.””  He made no reply.

There are now \x ty-cight (68) teachers in the State, thirty-four (34) schools,
and four thousand'§ree hundred and ten (4,310) enrolled pupils.  More than
half of these are considerably advanced in reading, writing and arithwetic.

» LOUISIANA.

In this State a peculiar and very efficient system was inaugurated by Major
General Banks, in his General Order No. 38, March 22, 1864. 'That order
created a board of education for freedmen, for the department of the Gulf, with
power to establish common schools, employ teachers, erect school-houses, regu-
late the course of studies, and have generally the same authority that assessors,
supervisors, and trustees have in the northern States, in the matter of establish-
ing and conducting common schools.

The purpose of the order is stated to be “for the rudimental instruction of the
freedmen of the department, %)lacing within their reach those elements of knowl-
edge which give greater intelligence and value ¢o labor.”

Previously the teaching of a negro had been a “heinous offence.” It is true
that the children of the free colored people, who were in good cireumstances,
(known as “creoles,” generally of Irench or Spanish extraction,) when not
educated abroad, or from fairness of complexion by occasional admission to the
white schools, were quictly instructed at home, or in a very few private schools
of their cluss.  But for the poor, even of the free coloredpeople, there were no
schools,

Almost immediately upon the above order a great system went into operation
and dwring the last two years therc have been about one hundred and fifty
schools for colored children established in the State, giving employment to two
bundred and sixty-five teachers, and affording instruction to fourteen thousand
children and five thousand adults, of which latter class more than one thou-
sand were soldiers. There have been in New Orleans alone nineteen large
schools, employing one hundred and four teachers, with an average attendance
of five thousand seven hundred and twenty-four pupils. More than £y thou-
sand colored pupils, as reported by the local superintendent, have been taught to
read in thpt city and immediate vicinity, and now they seem to feel more dgeeply
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interested than ever in acquiring knowledge. Tkese are great results. 1 visited
these schools, looked over their records, heard their recitations, saw their excellent
discipline, became acquainted with the majority of their intelligent teachers, and
feel safe in saying that while uo State has had so large an organization, no one
hag execlled Louigiana in the detailed perfection of their school system. 'The
charges which have been made that too high salaries were given to teachers I
investigated thoroughly, and found them entirely groundless. The expenses of
living in Louisiana are enormous.

It may be well to state that quite a number of southern white teachers have
been employed. They understand the negro,and their southern origin and
education enable them to combat prejudice against his education,

These teachers may not be equal in some respects to those from the north,
but their wil'ingness to bear jeers and contempt of friends and kindred, and the

- practical exclusion from circles which hitherto have received them gladly, entitles
them to great consideration, The superintendent has aimed to select the most
capable and worthy of these, but has not been unmindful of those whose loyal
lnn(tlec?((llents and consequent suffering from the rebellion entitle them to sympathy
and aid. ,

Whenever colored teachers, with the requisite ability, have presented them-
selves he has made no distinction whatever. :

Much opposition has been encountered from those who do not believe in the
elevation of the negro—the more, perhaps, as, by the labor order of General Banks,
to obtain his services they were obliged to help pay for this education. A mul-
titude of facts might be given.

It is the testimony of the superintendent that if the military power should be
withdrawn, and the State once more resume all her funetions, our schools would
cease to exist, and the whole moral and political influence of the people of Lou-
isiana be brought to bear against them. The constitution of 1864 makes it in-
cumbent on the legislature to provide for the education of colored children, but
that constitution is not yet regarded as the law of the land, and the dominant
party demands that it be set aside as not expressing the will of the people, A
member of the legislature, in session while I was at New Orleans, was passing
one of the schools with me, having, at the time, its recess, the grounds about
the building being filled with children. He stopped and looked intently, then
earnestly inquired “Is ¢thés a school? “Yes,” I replied. What! of niggers}
“These are colored children, evidently,” I answered « Well! well ” said he,
and raising his hands, “I have seen many an absurdity in my lifetime, but
this is the climaz of ahsurdities !’ 1 was sure he did not speak for effect, but
as he felt. He darted from me like an arrow, And turned the next corner to
take his seat with legislators similarly prejudiced. :

It was with regret that I learned, while in the State, that the collection of the
general tax for colored schools was suspended by military order, T'he conster-
pation of the colored population was intense, They could not consent to have
their children sent away from study, and at once expressed willingness to be
assessed for the whole expense. Their part of the ordinary public school tax
they were already paying, though not sharing its benefits, but they petitioned
General Canby to levy an added tax upon them for their own schools. The
New Orleans Tribune (colored daily paper) opposed this on the ground that it
was without representation, and so did many of the rich creoles; but the middle
and lower classes of the freedmen could not be restrained. Petitions began to
}mur in. I saw one from the plantations across the river, at least thirty feet in

ength, representing ten thousand negroes. It was affecting to examine it to
note the names and marks (X ) of each, a long list of parents ignorant themselves,
but begging that their children might be educated, promising that from beneath
their present burdens, and out of their extreme poverty, they would pay for it.
I am happy to add that upon the back of that petition was indorsed the name of
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your excellent commigsioner, General Baird, asking, on ekalf of these poor,
that their request might be granted.. I learn that this matter has not yet been
‘accomplished, and that the schools have been temporarily suspended, the com-
missioner assuring the freedmen that, by the first of March, the system of con-
_tracts prescribed for agricultural laborers will begin to yield a revenue,” ang it
is expected that the schools in the country districts may then be re-established.
He adds, that “in the cities and towns the mode of maintaining échools has not-
been so fully decided upon, but the vacation, which has become absolutely ne-
cessary from the want of funds, will be of the shortest possible duration. If
means, from any quarter, come into the hands of the bureau, I would respect-
fully call attention to the reopening of these intercsting schools at the earliest
moment. A number of industrial schools have been in progress in New Orleans,
and with good results,

As I did not visit the States of Texas, Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, Ken-
tucky, and Tennessee, 1 will only give the general facts. ‘

In Texas there are ten day and six night schools for freedmen, under ten
teachers, with 1,041 pupils—many of them adults. They are all self-sustaining,
Arrangements have been made whereby thirty teachers will soon be obtained,
and that number of schools will be organized as soon as books can be procured.

In Missouri, Kansas,.and Arkansas, under the care of General Sprague, there
are 39 schools, 51 teachers, and 3,444 pupils. One school has been recently
closed for want of a building. :

In Kentucky and Tennessee the last report gives 75 schools, 264 teachers,

and 14,768 pupils. The commissioner says: “In addition to these free schools,
the colored people have sustained many independent schools in Louisville, Nash-
ville, Memphis, and Knoxville, largely increasirg the above numbers.” Several
schools, however, have been abandoned lately for want of suitable buildings, and
others from the breaking up of government camps. The cold weather of winter
also prevents many from attending. “Much opposition has been made to educa-
tify the freedmen in some parts of thess States, while in a few places (as at
Athens, Alabama) the citizens are said to be “favorable to the scheol.” There
is a constantly increasing demand among the freed people for education. The,
guperintendent testifies that ¢ while the expenditures for educational purposes in
this department for the past six months has not been less than $50,000, scarcely
a beginning has been made in this great work.” -
- At Nashville a square of land has been purchased by northern associations
for sixteen thousand dollars, on which a high school building has been erected
for teaching the children of freedmen in all the higher branches. It is expected
that this institution will equal in its advantages the best schools of the same
class in New Eugland. The building was dedicated on the 9th of January last,
and has now 1,100 pupils. A normal department is attached, which will pre-
pare teachers for elementary schools throughout the whole State.

There is an orphan asylum of colored children at Nashville, with 60 inmates.

A number of teachers for refugee white children have been sent to Tennessee,
and other places of the west and southwest. This has been done on application
from the ‘citizens of those sections. The effect of such gchools is not only to
benefit the children, but to produce fraternity of feeling with us among the peo-
ple, especially the common classes. The wealthy and aristocratic look upon
this effort with less favor. -

In Maryland I made a brief inspection, though this State is not fully under
your jurisdiction. .

“I'he * Baltimore Association for the Moral and Educational Improvement of the
Colored People” has sixteen flourishing schools in Baltimore, numbering, day
and night, 1,957 pupils. They occupy seven buildings, and employ sixteen
teachers, three of whom are colored. ’i‘,hese schools are now crowded to their

Ex. Doc. 27—8
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utmost capacity, and would be much larger if room could be obtained. In the
several counties of the State, this association has 18 schools, with 19 teachers and
1,110 pupils, fourteen of whom are colored. The colored people have aided
these county schools the last year by paying $2,000 of the expense themselves.

The society of Friends has an evening school in Baltimore of forty draymen
and porters, taught by young men of the society, and who arc making good
progress. ‘These Friends.also aid the above association.

The American Missionary Association has five schools in Maryland, viz., two

- in Baltimore and three in the country, under the care of seven teachers.  With
their evening school: and classes of older people, they-have from six to seven
hundred under instruction. All their schools are doing well.

Besides these, there are seven schools in Baltimore solely under the manage-
ment of colored people—taught and paid for by their own money. These con-
tain, in all, 319 pupils, a considerable number of whom arc adults. This is an
interesting effort, and shows what the colored population will do themsclves,
even alongride of schools both well taught and gratuitous.

In the Douglass (colored) Institute, which is on a permanent foundation, the
children are generally from the working classes, and their parents pay for tuition
from $1 to $1 50 per month.

I found two schools in Baltimore which have been going on more than ten
years, supported from a legacy given by Nelson Willis, a colored man; having
seventy-five scholars, daily attendance,

-The educational work in Maryland has had much opposition, such as “stoning
children and teacheis at Easton,” “rough-handling and blackening the teacher
at Cambridge,” *“indignation meeting in Dorchester county, with resolution
passed to drive out the teacher,” and the “burning of church and school-house
at Willington, Kent county ;” “a guard had to be placed over the school-house
at Annapolis,” &ec. ,

Colored churches have also been burned in Cecil, Queen Ann, and Somersct
counties, to prevent schools being opened in them, all showing that negro hite
is not by any means confined to the low south.

I have thus been somewhat particular in regard to Maryland, as you are with-
out regular official reports from that State.

In the District of Columbia there are reported 45 schools, 100 teachers, and
5,191 pupils ; some thousdnds of these are good readers, and also are in English
grammar, geography, arithmetie, and higher branches; 1,854 arc learning to
write, and only 1,097 are still in the alphabet. There arc nine other schools,
not reported, having 500 or 600 pupils. 21 night schools are in operation, with
1,200 pupils; and, besides Sabbath schools attached to all the colored churches,
there are 25 such schools conneeted with this bureaun in a flourishing condition,
baving 2,329 pupils. ,

_ A number of industrial schools have been started, one of which made during
last month 162 'garments ; another has made one hundred articles of clothing.

. The last is a school of adult women, This whole work is a vast improvement
upon the state of things here, as some of us well rementber only a few months
since. The superintendent, Mr. Kimbell, says “all the teachers seem to be
earnest and hopeful.” One writes, “ I find the children are very much like white
oneg—some stupid, others bright. They are rather more cager for learning, be-
cause it has been forbidden fruit to them.” The order and general character of
many of theee schools in Washington has much improved of late. One of them,
situated in the heart of the city, and therefore open to much observation, was a
few months ago declared ¢ a nuisance ” by the neighbors. Now no complaint
is made, and even much praise is elicited by the good conduct of the children..

Eight or ten self-supporting schools, taught by colored teachers, numbering
at least 500 scholars, are also in operation here in the District. Some of these
appear remarkably well,  There is an association of all the teachers of the schools, |
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with 100 members. In their monthly meetings reports ave made and questions
“of mutual interest discussed, and in this way the general character of the schools
is constantly improved. . ,

Thus T have given a sketch (meagre, indeed, as all the fucts and incidents
would make a volume) of the system of education {or the refugees and freed-
men which has been under the general superintendence of this bureau,

I may be permitted to say that, from my personal observation, much more is
being done than finds its way into the above statistics. T'here are many schools

“not reported. Evening schools for adults, of great utility, are becoming very
numerous. Often they are conducted by volunteer friends of the colored man,
and with a modesty which forbids making public mention of their work, Sad-
bath schools among freedmen have been opened throughout the entire south ; all
of them giving elementary instruction, and reaching thousands who gannot attend
the week-day teaching, These are not usually included in the regular returns.
They are often spoken of with special interest by the superintendents, Indeed,
one of the most thrilling spectacles which he who visits the southern country
now witnesses in citics, and often upon the plantations, is the large scheols
gathered upon the Sabbatk day, sometimes of many hundreds, dressed in clean
Sunday garments, with eyes sparkling, intent upon elementary and Christian
instruction. 'T'he management of some of these is admirable, after the fashion
of the best Sunday schools of white children, with faithful teachers, the majority
of whom, it will be often noticed, are colored. I do not, therefore, doubt that
the footing, as given from the several States, in the first part of this report, of
90,689 pupils, would be, if all was told, swollento at least 100,000, who are now
under effective and well-superintended instruction.

Another great feature of this educational movement remains to be noticed, and
which will add a very important item to even this number. Throughout the
entire south an effort is being made by the colored people to educate themselves.
In the absence of other teaching they are determined to be self-taught; and
everywhere some clementary text-book, or the fragment of one, may be seen in
the hands of negroes, They quickly communicate to cach other what they al-
ready know, so that with very little learning many take to teaching.

A willingness, even an ambition, to bear expenses is also noticed.  They often
Bay, “ we want to show how much we can do ourselves, if you will only give us
a chance.”

‘T'his may seem to be an overstatement to ihose who doubt the character of
the negro; not that they are ungrateful or unwilling to be helped, but so uni-
versal is the fecling T am deseribing, that it scems as if some unscen influence
was inspiring them to that intelligence which they now so immediately need.
Not only arc individuals secn at study, and under the most untoward circum-
stances, but in very many places I have found what I will call ¢ native schools,"
often rude and very impertect, but there they are, a group, perhaps, of all ages,
trying to learn. Some young man, some woman, or old preacher, in ccllar, or
shed, or corner of a negro meeting-house, with the alphabet in hand, or a torn
spelling-book, is their teacher. All are full of enthusiasm with the new knowledge
the boolk is imparting to them,

Again, 1 saw schools (shall I call them) of somewhat higher order. A deserted
house has heen obtainedl.  T'here is some organization and awkward classifying ;
larger members, better books, with tolerable exbibition of easy reading, A
sample of such I met at Goldsboro’, North Carolina.  Two colored young men,
who but a little time before commenced to learn themselves, had gathered one
hundred and fifty pupils, all quite orderly and hard at study. A small tuition
fee was charged, and they needed books. These teachers told me that “no white
man, before me, had ever come near them.” At Halifax was a similar school,
the first of any kind which had been opened in that county since the war.

A still higher order of this native teaching is seen in the colored schools at
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Charleston, Savannah, and New Orleans. With many disadvantages they bear
a very good examination. One I visited in the latter city, of three hundred
pupils, and wholly taught by educated colored men, would bear comparison with
any ordinary school at the north. Not only good reading and spelling were
heard, but ?cssons at the black-board in arithmetic, recitations in geography
and English grammar.  Very creditable specimens of writing were shown, and all
the older classes could read or recite as fluently in French as in English, This
was a free school, wholly supported by the colored people of the city, and the
children were from the common class of families. They have six select schools
where a better class attend. Suck are not by any means common, but all the
above cases illustrate the remark that this educational movement among the
freedmen has in it a self-sustaining element. I took special pains to ascertain
the facts on this particular point, and have to report that there are schools of
this kind in some stage of advancement (taught and supported wholly by the
people themselves) in all the large places 1 visited—often numbers of them, and
they are also making their appearance through the interior of the entire country.
The superintendent of South Carolina assured me that there was not a place of
any size in the whole of that State but where there was an attempt at such a
school. I have much testimony from others well informed, both oral and written,
that the same is truc of other States, Therc can scarcely be a doubt, and I
venture the estimate that at least five hundred schools of this description are
already in operation thoroughout the south.  If, therefore, all these be added, and
including soldiers and indewrduals at study, we shall have at least one hundred
and twenty-five thousand as the entire educational census of thislately emanci-
pated people. This is a wonderful state of things. We have just emerged
from a terrific war; peace is not yet declared. There is scarcely the beginning of
reorganized society at the south; and yet hereis a people long imbruted by slavery
and the most despised of any on earth, whose chains are no sooner broken, than
they spring to their feet and start np an exceeding great army, clothing them-
selves with intelligence.  'What other people on carth have even shown, while in
their ignorance, such a passion for education ?

It is also seen that the children of the poor whites of the south are very ready
to receive instruction, and that already considerable has been done for them.

The conclusions forced upon us from the above facts are:

1. The experiment of educating the freedmen proves to be successful, and the
ignorant whites may be greatly benefited.

It only remains to carry on with confidence the work so well begun.

That colored children can at once compete with white children who from the
first have had high advantages, nced not be said, It is enough that with early
bad habits, bad example, and wholly unpracticed in study, they seize upon books
gladly, and learn rabidly. As well endowed naturally or not, we certainly see
in the majority the ¢ame brightness, the same quick ambition, as with children
of the more favored color, and, stimulated as they are by the novelty of study,
there is at present an actual progress scavcely to be paralleled anywhere, In
advanced studies, or at a more mature age, pupils give no signs of having reached
the limit of their capacity. I have discovered hesitation in their plans for
using education. Their ardor is dampened by the well known aversion to their
hereafter occupying high position ; but always, when assured that as eharacter
and intelligence increase, ways and means of uscfulness will be opened, they are
ready to push on to new and hardertasks. When I have told the higher classes
in the schools that they will be wanted as teachers, at least of their own color, a
new stimulus is scen at once to come over them, and their instructors have
always assured me that such promise had inspired an intense ambition.

It is probable that the tastes and temperament of the race, which are peculiar, °
certainly, will lead in special directions. ‘T'hey may not excel in the inventive
power or abstract science, perhaps not in mathematics, though we have seen.
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commendable ciphering in the colored schools. But they certainly are emotional,
imitative, and affectionate ; are graphic and figurative in language; have concep-
tions of beauty and song, and already become skilled mechanics and even artists.
If so, then why are not this people destined to honor labor, gladden social life,
and when sufliciently cultured, to enlarge art, invest ideas in harmony and grace,
give hearty good cheer to religious faith, and thus add important clements to
the more perfect civilization of the coming time. -

Asto improvement at an advanced age, we find individuals vigorously attempt-
ignit,and many are succeeding.  Colored troops have shown aptness to discipline,
courage, never more to be questioned. And under exceeding disadvantage a
large proportion of them have become comparatively educated. A paymaster
in Louisiana made the public statcment that “a far greater proportion of the
colored troops which he paid off at the close of the war signed their names

_than of the white troops raised in the south.”

"The interests which the soldiers of the colored regiments have takenin learn-
ing to read is well illustrated by the following statement made by an army sur-
geon in New Orleans :

About a year ago he was stationed at Itort Livingston with colored troops;
and soon after his arrival, finding that his time was very little employed pro-
fessionally, he began to look around to sece what he could do. Finally, the
thought occurred that he might be useful in teaching the soldiers to read. He
proposed the subject to the officers, and they laughed and snecred.  Concluding
that their advice was not needed, he called the soldiers, and talked with them
onc after another; and finding that they largely accepted the proposition, he
made the following arrangement : He agreed to pick out a class of ten of the
brightest and smartest soldiers in the fort, and spend two hours a day in teach-
ing them how to read, provided each of this ten would take a class of four and
spend the same amount of time with them. Books were soon procured, and a
little school started on this method. 'T'he soldiers kept their agreement.  While
being taught by him, they taught one another, and in a few days many of them
could begin to read, When the experiment proved an undoubted success, the
soldiers procured a competent teacher from the board of education, and had a
regular school established under its auspices. A short time since the command-
ing officer of the fort told the doctor that the soldiers which were bis A, B, O
pupils one year ago now took over forty copies of Harper’s and Frank Leslie’s
Weeklies, besides other papers.

2. The good influence of the schools upon all the habits of the freedmen is
apparent~As the children repeat their lessons at home, parents become thought-
ful, acquire many new ideas, and are led to prize their families, who are thus
increasing in knowledge. They make new exertion for self-support, especially
for these schools, insnring both industry and cconomy. :

At Little Rock, Arkansas, after paying tuition some months, the colored
people formed a school society for the city, and made their schools free for the
rest of the year, (the first free schools in’ Arkansas,) paying in full the com-
pensation of all the teachers,

Besides elementary instruction, our schools teach morality and Christianity,
and thus, through the children, are waking up a general conscience, and guiding
the entire population in the ways of virtue. T'hat class of older persons having
now a little learning are stimulated to increase it by study. A group of elderly
preachers in Savannah said to me, with much emphasis, “ We must now go to
studying ourselves, or these young folks will all be ahead of us.”  "They begged
me carnestly to adopt a plan by which they might be brought into a class for
mutual improvement. '

3. The white population of the south feels the power of these s:hools—As-
sent, if not the favor, of the better men is being gradually obtained. The
major part are indignant, indeed, that negroes should have learning. All sorts
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of evil is predicted as the consequence. But a portion of this enmity is pro-
voked by the rivalry which their own children must now stiuggle with.

The “poor whites” are excited by hearing negroes read while they are igno-
rant ; and it is my belief that'they will now receive schools, if furnished them,
as never before.

The educated class are not slow to perceive that their schools must be re-
opened, or fall behind, humiliated, and that new schools must now be organized
on a more popular plan than heretofore. Poverty, and perhaps pride, with the
want of teachers, as the public fecling now is, are the present difficulties in
carrying out these convictions.

Some of the religious denominations in the south, seeing there il de schools
for the freedmen, are saying, “ We may as well undertake the work ourselves,”
and have already passed resolutions adopting the education of the negroes as
one of their missionary enterprises.

4 .4 class of schools is called for in whick colored teachers can be taught.—If
dignified by the name of “nrormal schools,” they should be for training in the
simplest elements of the art.

. The system of education for the freedmen, as a whole, must be at first very

rudimental, in which the text will be found mainly in the spelling-book, and
which can become, as soon as possible, universal. This people are not like
pagans in ancient countries, who a thousand years hence will be mainly as they
are to-day. Slaves even, in a country like this, could not be kept from many
noble impulses. The war has been to them a wonderful school of knowledge,
and thought, and of purposes; and now suddenly emancipated, these 4,000,000
are, as “a nation, born in a day.”

This great multitude rise up simulianeously, and ask for an cducation. With
it, they will at once start upward in all character. Without it, they will as
quickly sink into the depravities of ignorance and vice, free to be what they
please, and, in the presence only of bad example, they will be carried away
with every species of evil. And, then, what is the actual and astounding fact? .
One that startles philanthropy itself. A million, at least, of these four millions,

-(and mainly the rising generation,) arc to-day ready to engage in the study of
books. They cannot well be put off.  Considerations, political, social, financial,
and moral, all ask that their demand be promptly met.

If the million be divided into schools of fifty each, we nced for its supply
20,000 teazhers. Where are they to come from? The north can supply atfew
thousands. Perhaps the more noble, here and there, in the south will help us.
But still at least 15,000 remain to be supplied from some other quarter.

The great impulse to teach, among these freed people themselves, with readi-
ness to pay expenses, gives to us the solution of this problem. If they can be
by some short method (at first) helped on in study, perfected in what they al-
ready know, taught how to teach the same, how also to organize, classify, and
govern a school, many thus prepared could be sent out in a very few months
to commence the work. Successive classes, prepared more thoroughly, would
follow, and, with the certificate of their instructors, no difliculty would be found
in obtaining employment. I have never known among the freedmen the offer+
of a teacher which was not accepted,

The benefits of this plan would be-—

1. Such native teachers would go cverywhere with very little opposition.
The interior of States could be penetrated where now no white teacher can go.

2. The freedmen would mainly support these schools themselves. If school-
houses were furnished they would need no other charity.

3. The elevating effort of this plan would be universal. ., The better class of
youth among the freedmen would at onee see an honorable employment open
to them. The present schools would be stimulated with the same idea, and
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those of a higher grade would imitate this plan and have a normal class into .
which their better pupils could at once go.

4. It could be shown in this way what the frcedmen are, as by their own
efforts. 'This opportunity they deserve. A development system, bringing out
what they can do themselves, is far better than a perpetual pauperizing, which
only shows what others can do for them. 1f they are to be men, let them be
gelf-cducated. Calumny from their worst enemies will grow silent when this is
successfully commenced. ®

If such a system could be instituted at all th ecentral points of the south, we
could cre long approximate the great teaching demand now felt. This does not
imply that the better schools of nonghern associations could not all go on, and
‘be greatly increased. The large cities and towns where they now are need
them. They could rise still higher in grade, preparing pupils for all the spheres
of life, and help immensely in the plan I am now advocating.

On this plan 1 feel sure that in a few years the whole education of the freed-
men could be made self-supporting, and Ly that time the white population would
perhaps be willing to incorporate them into some great common-school system
for the State.  What should prevent this when these freedmen become intelligent
and it was seen that they were no longer to be a public burden ? '

Labor, also, would feel the impulse. Its cffects would be seen upon the em-
ployer, Negroes now crowd into large towns where their children can have
learning. If they are to be retained as laborers, or brought back, similar oppor-

“tunitics must be furnished on the plantations. Hence, already instances could
be given where a school in the interior has been started only from this motive.
This is now being stipulated in the contracts. Liberal-minded, and northern
men, who are preparing for crops, are carnestly asking that schools be estab-
lished, knowing that they concentrate and keep the people costent, greatly stim-
ulating industry, and especially that labor is valuable just as it becomes intelli-
gent. The head of one of the largest of the timber and turpentine enterprises
in South Carolina (a German) told me that he formerly had hired only men, but
he had now learned that he must have their families too, and that this could only
be done by allowing them patches of land, treating them properly, paying them
well, and giving them schools. '

Your commissioners, in several of the States, have been consulted on this sub-
Jject, and they will give it their unqualified approval. Attempts are already
making at several points to inaugurate something of the kind, either by officers”
of the bureau or by northern benevolence.  But a systematic plan is called for,,
and would very easily be carried into effect. In Tennessce already nearly one
hundred colored teachers are at different places in a course of training. The
superintendent says: “'This should be the great object aimed at in the educa-
tion of this people. "T'en good training-schools for colored teachers,” he adds,
“should be established in every onc of. the southern States, and in a few yecars
the great demand for teachers could be met.,” His plan, in a circular letter to
the teachers of the State, I beg leave to insert:

“1st. Seclect all the most advanced and intelligent of your pupils—say ——
in number. o :

“2d. From this class you will select all those of sufficient age, advancement,
good moral character, and requisite natural qualifications, for teachers.

“3d. These you will organize into a separate class for the purpose of special
drilll in their studics, with a view of fitting them as speedily as possible for
teaching,.

“ 4th, You will report to this office the names, age, advancement of each mem-
ber, time of organization, character, and amount of instruction given this class,
as soon as the organization is completed. '

“The foregoing plan is sent you, with a request that you will at as early a
day as practicable organize such a class in your school, with a view to supply--
ing the great demand for trained colored teachers as soon as possible.”
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4. The people of the country are strongly scconding the educating cfforts of
this bureau.—Northern associations were in the field almost as soon as our con-
quering armies gave them foothold. They have increased in numbers and in
arduous, well-directed effort.  Their several corps of teachers deserve all praise
for self-sacrifice and fidelity. Your appointment-of State superintendent of
schools has given orgaunic unity to these cfforts, and greatly enhanced their
efficiency. Popular donations are rapidly inercasing, and you may rely upon
the continuance of sympathy and the @crease of this important aid. Text-
books used by the associations should be more uniform, and more promptuess
is desirable in the making of monthly reports. But time will perfect these
details. ¢ ;

5. In conclusion, permit me distinctly to call attention to the fact that this
whole educational movement among the freedmen must, for the preseat, be pro-
tected by the general government. I need not repeat, what appears all through
this report, military force alone can save many of our schools from being broken
up, or enable us to organize new schools,  Such is the improper spirit in many
parts of the south, that where as yet there have been no atrocities attempted
against the schools, protecting power is called for to give that sense of quiet and
consciousness of security which the calm duties of both teacher and pupil
always require.

FINANCES OF FREEDMEN,

L d

Poor ard dependent as most of the {rcedmen are, I found that a considerable
number had money. Among the formev free people many had reached a condi-
tion above want, and in the large towns and cities there are individuals who
might be called rich. These men, in some cases, purchased themselves from
slavery, and are mechanics, keepers of groceries and wood-yards, butchers,
market men and women, owning their own dwellings in the town or its suburbs,
and some with small plantations. In Louisiana there are colored creoles who
are merchants, bankers, and large planters, each handling hundreds of thou-
sands of doliars. On the bayous back of Baton Rouge there are a number of
theze eolored planters, cach said to be worth near half a million. Tlhese men
are enterprising, are destined to increase in numbers and in wealth, and they
seem to act unitedly and strongly for the education and advancement of the
whole colored race.

Even the lower class of free blacks and the slaves had laid aside small sums
of money, usually in coin, and this is now found in some seeret box or old
stocking, blackened with rust, no longer kept hid from fear, but cheerfully used
for what they need in freedom. A considerable number had been persuaded to
place these funds in the former savings banks of the south, Many thousands
of dollars of such moncy went to Richmond to sustain the confederacy, and to -
be lost forever to these people.  One colored church in Savannah had $2,000
thus deposited. But there are multitudes who as yet know uothing of thrift.
Blavery prevented all.forccasting of thought, and, in general, every possibility
of improvement. N .v, he vever, a change has come.  There are, indeed, those
who are too degraded ciimps ever to be recovered.  Their minds are childish
and dark. But pay for labor puts even these to thinking of the value of
things. The wants and opportunities of freedom show the worth of money, and
what can be done with it. I'ime, howeter, will be ne-ded for the whole effect.
Much patient instruction is called for. But in every direction industry is scen
to start under the impulse of prompt reward; and if kind treatment accompanies
it, there will soon be on this whole subject little to complain of.

Already homesteads are being purchased, and many more would be if there
wag opportunily. The freedmen have a passion for land.  Where little can be
gbtaincd, they are always purchasers. The tax commissioners of South Caro-
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lina told me they had given over 600 “ certificates of title” to real estate to
colored men. I know one man on St. Helena island—a slave formerly on an
adjoining plantation—who now owns a farm of 315 acrcs, works twenty laborers,
has twelve cows, a yoke of oxen, four horses, twenty swine; and he showed
me, with very pardonable pride, his fifty-eight acres of the best sea-island cotton
I saw anywhere, fifty-two acres of corn, besides a number of acres of provision
crops. e had been helped some by the Union officer to whom he had, for a
year or more in the war, been a servant; but he expected soon to be wholly out
of debt. This man could neither read nor write, and his children aided him in
his accounts. There are a number of men on Edisto and the other sca-islands
who arc only waiting the action of governmeut in permitting them to have
lands to engage in similar operations.

Such examples as the above encourage the negroes around, however poor, to
form provident habits and to imitate the same thrift. It is the universal impres-
sion that freedom is to be coupled with prosperity, and it is not difficult to in-
duce them to save their surplus earnings for accumulation and future use. I
found that the large crowds of negroes whom I often addressed sprang forward
to ideas of industry and economy, that they might save for old age, for sick-
ness, for purchasing homesteads, or other prosperity, in the future. Their
notion of having land given to them by government is passing away, and we
hear them saying, “We will work and save and buy for ourselves.” When
they know this is what their prosperous friends (the Yankees) have always
done, they seem eager to follow the example. '

Much fraud has been practiced in bargains and contracts hitherto made with
their old masters.  Some of these contracts as drawn by the planters them-
selves are purposcly constructed to' be misunderstood. 1 saw one in which it
was stipulated *one-third of seven-twelfths of all corn, potatoces, fodder, &e.,
shall go to the laborers,” &ec.  Another, that « the party violating the contract
shall forfeit his right to all services and wages.” It will be scen at once how
blind in the first ease, and unjust in the sccond, these terms were to the poor
negro.

In many places, last autumn, laborers were turned off without pay, or any
portion of the crops, and in other cases four or five dollars only a month were
given, or even only food and clothing. 'T'he plan of th:esc oppressors was cvi-
dently to keep the negro in a condition of perpetual poverty and dependence.
There were exceptions, of course, and I am happy to report great improvement
of late in the wages given,  The present year opens with the prospeet that labor
will be everywhere in demand, and at fair prices.  This is owing, in part, to the
high value of the great staples of the sonth, and the desire for a large erop, but
much more to the cfforts of your burcan ofticers, who have, everywhere, insisted
on just compensation,

The lien on craps for wages, or work wn shares, to be had, of course, only at
the end of the year, may be necessitated by the present poverty of, the planters,
but, in our opinion, it would be much better for the freedman it he could be paid
often, and 7n money. His immediate wants could then be met; he would work
for men contentedly ; and he would the sooner learn how to manage properly
his own finances.

Colored troops have been defranded of very large sums of money. I have
spent mueh time and labor in ascertaining this. Almost universally the regi-
ments complain, often unreasonably, without doubt, and from ignorance. Though
it would scem that they have reason, in some respects, to complain of the gov-
ernment itsclf, that they have not been treated precisely as if they had been
white men.  But these frauds are' charged by the soldiers mainly to the bounty
agents of the several States, or to enlisting and disbursing officers, and some-
times to their own regimental officers. : .

Moneys were undoubtedly sent by States to procure cnlisted men, which
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only in part reached these men. They were made merchandise of, while the
agent enriched himself by the balance retained. This class of frauds can prob-
ably ncver be effectively detected. The colored soldier was, in many cases,
ignorant of money, and the bounty agent will make no confession.

Enlisting and disbursing officers had many opportunities of pocketing funds,
by kceping them back from the soldiers unduly, or taking them from him as in
trust; the enlisted man being, as was alleged, in no condition to keep the same.
Such funds, of course, were put upon a very precarious tenure, the trustee himself
being only a military ofticer.  There are facts which lead to the suspicion that
some of these officers are deeply implicated in this species of fraud.

Officers of regiments have borrowed money largely of their men. 'This is a

very common practice, and pay-day for them, in multitudes of cases, has never
come. The officer may be profligate or dishonest; or if otherwise, he is off on .
furlough—it may be, mustered out of service; and it is easy to forget borrowed
moncy, especially when due the negro. I know of many cases of such indebted-
ness.
I necd not say how sutlers often defraud, nor tell of gamblers, rumsellers, and
bad women, who hang about camnps and pay-tables, luring the unwary, and rob-
bing these ignorant and yet draee colored men,  This is a humiliating statement,
and there should be some remedy. Of course, if the troops are mustered out
such evils must cease, and others are being corrected.  Those officers who are
honest and able are paying back borrowed funds.  Others are promising to do
80, But there are large sums which eannot yet be touched by the proper own-
ers. 1 gathered, by your direction, papers and testimony in a number of noto-
rious instances, and have transmitted copics of the same to the financial officer
of the bureau; action having been taken thereon which it is hoped will result
in the detection of the guilty. Such action, however, as now pending, prevents
my giving names, or going into any specific details.

It is respectfully suggested that a standing commission, empowered to call for
persons aud papers, and with transportation to all parts of the country, should
be appointed by the War Department ‘o pursue every case of this kind of fraud
to a final issue.

The Savings and Trust Company for freedmen, chartered by Congress last
winter and placed under your :u{)viscm(-nt, has gone into successful operation in
nearly all the States south, and promises to do much to instruct and elevate: the
financial notions of the freedmen.  The trustees and friends of the institution
believe that the industry of these four millions furnishes a solid basis for its
operations. Pauperism can be brought to a close; the freedmen mnade self-sup-
porting and prosperous, paying for their educational and Christian institutions,
and helping to bear the burdens of government by inducing habits of saving in
what they earn.  That which savings banks have doue for the working men of
the north it is presumed they are capable of doing for these laborers. I was
charged by you, in my late tour, with this subjeet, and can say that everywhere,
privately and publicly, the freedmen welecomed the institution,  They under-
stand our explanations of its meaning, and the more intelligent sce and appre-
ciate fully its benefits.  Calls were made upon me at all the large towns for
branches of the bank. In fifteen of the more central places, viz., Washington,
Richmond, Norfolk, Newbern, Wilmington, Charleston, Beaufort, Savaunah,
Mobile, New Orleans, Vicksburg, Huntsville, Nashville, Memphis, and Louis-
ville, such branches were established.  Most of these begin to make returns.

I here insert the report of the actuary at the principal office in New York
of the business condition of the institution on the 31st day of Jannary, and the
amount done during that month:
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Amount due depositors December 31, 1865............. .--.. $201,126 55

Amount of deposits reccived at branches during
the month of January:

Vicksburg ......ooovviiiii it $5, 087 00
Wilmington. ... il 902 44
Norfolk - oo 491 20
Newbern .. ..o, 35 00
Louisville s et i ieie i e 4,895 15
Huntsville. .o oo, 390 22
Memphis . ... 620 00
Nashville... ... oo i i, 4,259 96
Washington ...l Ll 4,369 05
Savannah ... . . i i, 1,579 556
Mobile ..o eee oo e 4,809 00
Charleston.......ov .. 424 15
Richmond ... i ... 170 15

Beaufort............ e 198 20 o

—_— 28, 631 07

229, 657 62

Less drafts paid depositors during the month. .. ...l 54,704 90

Balanee due depositors. ... ool 174,952 72
Balance on hand at branches.. ... e veee. 817,132 43
Balance on hand at New York ... ... ... ... .. 6,577 83
United States sceuritics at New York ........... 181, 600 00

. —_— 205,310 26

Surplus (on the books) ... ... il . 30,357 54

But $15 to $20,000 of this surplus is only in statements or drafts which have
not been received at the principal office in New York, and coutingent expenses
not paid. Hence, the true surplus, as near a3 we can estimate it at the present
stage of affairs, (our securities being valued at par,) is about ten thousand dollars:
A dividend of five per cent, per annum has been declared on all sums which
have been on deposit six months previous to January 1, 1866.

The trustees are encouraged, from this auspicious beginning of their work, to
go forward with high hopes of large bencfit to these millions of freedmen “and
their deseendants,” and, if the amendinent to their charter now before Congress
shall pass, connecting the bank more intimately with your bureau, they will
entertain no doubt of its perfect success.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

J. W. ALVORD,
) Inspector of Schools and Finances.

Major General O. O. llowaRp,

Commissioncr of Bureaw of Refugees, Freedmen, §e.
»

Inspection report of Brevet Brigadier General C. 1. Howard.
Souvrhn CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA,

CHARLESTON, December 30, 1865,

GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report of a recent tour

of inspection in Georgia and Florida. ‘
Leaving Chaleston, S. €., December 7th, instant, I called at Beaufort, 8. C.
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on my way to Savannah. Among other matters of the bureau to which my
attention was called at Beaufort, was the operation of a new order from the as-
sistant commissioner of South Carolina, establishing a public cotton-weigher.
The freedmen had been defrauded in various ways by speculators in the disposal
of their cotton—sometimes by false weight, sometimes in making the change,
&e., &e. A public corton-weigher was therefore appointed as an agent of
the burean, and the freedmen having cotton for sale were required to have it
weighed by him—all expense to be paid by a moderate toll defined in the order.
This regulation I found was working well, and had proved a great protection
to the freedmen.

There had been of late considerable suffering for want of food for colored
refugees coming into Beaunfort from the main land, in transitu to their old homes
on the islands or elsewhere.  An order from the district commander has estab-
lished a military board to meet once a month and examine all applicants for
rations, make a list of the indigent who were unable to work, and confine the
issues strictly to this list.  T'he result of this is, that the local bureau agent is
prevented from getting rations for the destitute refugees above alluded to, and
gredt suffering has followed, and in some cazes death from starvation. I instructed
the agent to obtain requisitions to meet these cases, properly signed and ap-
proved, in accordance with circular No. S, from burcau headquarters, and if the
rations were not given, (by reason of the military order referred to,) to report
the fact at once to the assistant commissioner of the State.

On the 9th of Deeember, proceeding to Savanuah, [ met there General Tillson,
assistant commiszioner for Georgia, and was prescut at a meeting he had ap-
pointed with the planters in the afternoon, and at another of the leading colored
people in the evening.

The great difficulty before us was the reluctance on the part of the freedmen
to make contracts for the coming year.  General T'illson was visiting this section
of the State, with a purpose of making every effort to induce the freedmen to enter
into contracts, At the meeting of the planters he stated distinetly that if they
would offer liberal wages, he would bring all the influence of the burecau to bear
to this end, and would use authority to secure the fulfilment of such contracts
when made.  Many of the planters scemed to differ from him, as to what ought
to be considered fair or liberal wages. They talked about cight, ten and twelve
(8, 10 and 12) dollars per month; mostagrecing that ten dollars and food was good
wages for a full hand.  General Tillson was positive in his declaration that their
offers were too low, and that he would not approve contracts giving less than
from twelve (12) to fifteen (15) dollars per month, with food for males,
and from eight (8) to ten (10) for females; that they were at Jiberty, of course, to
secure such contracts as they could., but that if they desired his co-operation they
must offer what he believed to be fair wages. Some of the planters agreed to
his terms. :

At the meeting of the colored people, plans were proposed for defraying the
expenses of their hospital and their principal school, to render them entirely
self-supporting.  T'he people readily agsented to a plan for soliciting regular
contributions from all the colored population of the city, made practicable by the
census recently taken by the agent of the burean, giving the place of residence,
occupation and amount of property of all colored persons in Savannah.

One of the strongest motives preventing the making of contracts, is the hope
of possessing land of their own. )

Notwithstanding the many orders on this subject, and the continued efforts
of agents to corrcet, the false impression, many freed people in South Carolina,,
Georgia, and IPlorida xtill hope that the government will give them lands. At
this meeting some other reason, for the hesitation in entering into contracts for
another year were given by freedinen themselves.  One was their reluctance to
work under overscers, especially the same overscers they had had in slavery.
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It was explained to those present that overscers or leaders of gangs are neces-
sary in free labor, and arc employed in all parts of the world where a number of
hands are working together. DBut I would respectfully suggest that the recom-
mendation be given to those desirous of employing freedmen to procure, if possi-
ble, overseers from the north, or, at least, not to insist upon the same ones they
bad under the old system. The freedmen distinctly aver that they have been
beaten and ill treated by these overseers, and now as free men refuse positively
to work under them.

At this meeting instances were reported of freedmen who had reecived, under
General Sherman’s order, a patent for twenty (20) or forty (40) acres of aban-
doned land, situated on the Savanuah river, within thirty (30) miles of the sea,
and who had located and worked the same. Now the old owners are returning,
and the freedmen are unwilling to give up the land; in fact. I ain not aware that
any order has been issned requiring them to relinquish it.

A branch bank of the National I'reedmen’s T'rust Company having been set
in operation at Savannah, by Mr. Alvord, the bureau inspector of finances,
the matter was presented by him and others to this mecting, and the importance
of such an institution to the freedmen strongly urged. :

The next day, December 10, I took steamer for Darien, Georgia, intending
to reach the Gulf railroad, at Doctortown, its present terminus.

At Darien was a company of the 10:3d United States colored troops justabout to
berelicved by oneof the 12th Maine volunteers, T'heresident freedmen complained
to me that the latter regiment, when stationed there last summer, ill treated
the colored people, robbing their houses and committing many acts of violence,
unrestrained. They expressed great fears at their return, 1 reported this to
the commanding ofticer of the detachment, who promised to prevent like occur-
rences in future.

On the other hand, some of the white residents were rejoicing at the removal
of the colored troops, for which they had petitioned General Brannon.  They
claimed that their influence was bad upon the freedmen, and some complained
that they were generally lawless.  But from particular inquiry of resident north-
ern citizens, and others, I concluded the latter complaint was without good
foundation.

I saw there some freedmen who had recently returned from the interior of the
State to their old homes, whence they had been taken by their masters during
the war to work leased plantations, situated from one to two huudred miles or
more in the interior.  T'hey said their masters had recently left them without
paying them any wages, or giving them any share of the crop of last season,
and they had constructed flats, or merely rude rafts; and embarking their fami-
lies, had floated down the Altamaha river. They found the old plantations
barren of any preseant means of subsistence, and now they must sufter.  They
hoped to make contracts for another year with their former owners, or prefera-
bly with others owning plantations in that vicinity, but meanwhile their means
of living were exceedingly precarious.

Some procured work upon the docks at Darien, but only a small proportion
of the entire number who have thus migvated to the coast. I have dwelt upon
this matter because 1 found that their cases were examples of a general evil ex-
isting in that part of Georgia. And if the bureau is compelled to provide rations
for a considerable number of these people during the winter, it should be under-
stood the cause is not alone the improvidence of the freedmen, nor is it possible
to remedy the evil in the present scarcity of agents, by enforcing a fair division
of the crops; for the people are thrown upon our hands, some tow hundred (200)
miles, more or less, from the place where they huve worked the past season.

I was informed that there were nine hundred (900) colored people upon Sa-
pelo, who intended leaving the island in case one of the former owners (Mrs.
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- ) returned to resume posscssion of her plantation upon which they had
been located under the provisions of Gencral Sherman’s order.

There was need of a burcau agent at Darien. 'L'he officer who had been in
command, stated that he had orders from General Brannon not to interfere at
all with the freedmen’s affairs, but if they had any complaints, to direct them
to go to Savaunah. As this is a distance of onc hundred miles, and no trans-
portation could be furnished them, few of the freed people could expeet to gain
redress for any wrongs, or to get information of their rights and duties.

One case of outrage, too flagraut to be passed without notice, was authenti-
cally rcported to me. It oceurred at South Newport, fificen (15) miles from
Darien. A colored woman, after much maltreatment, made her escape. She
say sher master insisted that she was not free; that he cared nothing for “Lin-
coln’s proclamation;” and when she asked to be allowed to go away and take
her children, she was confined on bread and water, and finally got away as best
she could, leaving her children behind, but promising to get help and come for
them,

It is proper to state that General Tillson visited Darien and Brunswick the
following week, and appointed resident civilian agents of the bureau, who he
believes will carry out orders, and deal fairly by all parties.

Ascending the Altamaha river, I reached Doctortown December 13.  Upon
the boat I conversed freely with several planters and other residents of the
country. All manifested great opposition to the colored troops, and meeting
Captain Richardson (12th Maine volunteers,) the sub-assistant commissioner for
the Altamaha district, at Doctortown, 1 found that he was also of the opinion
that the presence of the colored troops in the country had a tendency to unset-
tle labor, and in some other respeets was harmful to the freed people. I there-
fore wrote a letter to General 'illson, recommending that if practicable, white
troops be substituted in that district. None of the citizens with whom I con-
versed were iu favor of the immediate withdrawal of all United States troops.
They said they were needed for the preservation of order and the protection of
the whites,

Most of the white residents of this section took ground against schools for
the education of the freed people, not only as labor lost, bat some held that it
was injurious to all working classes to be taught from books.

Many talked hepelessly about the prospect of procuring steady labor from thie
negroes without some means of exterior compulsion,  All set the wages at a
lower rate than that proposed by General Tillson.

Remaining two days at Doctortown, a good opportunity was afforded for ob-
taining information of the condition of the freed people in that region. The
officer in command of the garrison confirmed my previous impressions as to the
large numbers flocking from the interior to the coast.  Most of these were des-
titute of clothing, and on their arrival here had no supply of food. Many of
the planters in this locality had been unwilling to give their hands a share of
the crops, or any other rccompense for the labor of the last season, generally
claiming that they have not worked well enough to deserve any wages.  Some
cases of violence and other ill-treatment of the negroes had come to the know-
ledge of this officer. e said he had uo instructions to attend to freedmen’s
affairs, but that his military duties would admit of it, and he would cheerfully
undertake the matter—in fact, had taken upon himself' to correct some flagrant
abuses. I requested him, as far as in his power, to remedy all such evils in
future—to encourage the freed people to remain at their present homes; and to
this end, to sce that they were properly recompensed for their labor of the past
scason, and that fair contracts, correctly drawn, were made for the coming year.

On my way from Doctortown to Thomasville, by railroad, (upwards of a
hundred miles,) I conversed with the officers on garrison at the different stations,
and found that what has been said of Doctortown was substantially true of all
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the rest. I therefore gave written authority to the sub-assistant commissioner
of the district to call upon the military officers to act as agents of the bureau
until the resident civilians should be appointed for each county, in accordance
with General Tillson’s plan, approved by the State convention and the pro-
visional governor. Some of the officers had before voluntarily rendered much
assistance to the sub-assistant commissioner where cases of misconduct, in which
freedmen were involved, had come to their knowledge. It is now made their
duty to investigate every complaint and reported abuse from either party.

The sub-assistant commissioner of Altahama district, who was travelling in
company with me at this time, was engaged in investigating a ease where certain
partics were charged with kidnapping colored children and shipping them to
Cuba. Other cases were reported, but there was no conclusive proof that any
children from that section had actually been taken to Cuba. In the case men-
tioned two children had mysteriously disappeared, but on the arrest of their
former owner, and his being put under bondss to produce the children, he was
able to find them in Florida and brought them back, but could not satisfactorily
explain their sudden transfer to that State without their own or their parents’
consent,

The sub-assistant commissioner was also engaged in assuming formal posses-
sion of various confederate government buildings at the different stations along
the railroad. At Quitman, Valdosta, and Thomasville, respectively, there were
buildings of this deseription; and there being two at cach place, one of which’
was of inferior value, and the freed people being desirous of having schools,
authority was given to use one of the buildings in each place in repairing the
other for school purposes.  I'he freedmen readily agreed to furnish the requisite
labor. - But afterwards finding that the buildings at Thomasville could be
profitably rented, and as it would consume considerable time to re-locate and
make the necessary repairs upon the one for a school, ascertaining that there
were two ungccupied brick buildings, built for an academy, ia the outskirts of
the town, I proposed to negotiate for the use of one of these for a sehool for the
colored children.  Visiting them, I found onc a good deal out of repair. Some
of the leading colored people promised that their people would fit this up if
allowed to use it for gchools. One small school was already in operation in
town, taught by a colored resident, but it had been found impossible to p.ocure
a suitable building for it. Mecting some of the principal white citizens, I pro-
posed to them to use one of the academic buildings mentioned, at least until a
school-house could be built for colored children.  T'hey were unwilling it should’
be done, saying that, prejudice though it might be, yet that their citizens would
never consent, and if cither of' the buildings was taken for that purpose none
of their citizens would ever send their children there to school again. I urged
upon them that only one would be used, and that the poorest, and that if the
school for whites were to be opened, another place would be procured for the
blacks meanwhile.  But as these were among the fairest and most liberal of the
citizens, embracing two judges of the distriet, and they persisted in asserting
that the mere fact of the blacks having used onc of the buildings would prevent -
forever afterwavds the maintenance of” any school there for whites, and stating
that it was proposed to have a school for whites opened there the 1st of January,
proximo, 1 yiclded to them partly, to prevent the ill-feeling which I saw would
arise, and partly to encourage the re-opening of the schools for whites, which I
believed no less important in that scction than for blacks, I stated to them that
I would not have yielded to such a groundless prejudice except for the latter
reason, and that I should expect a flourishing school for whites to open there
at the beginning of the new year.

The eolored members of the Methodist church at Thomasville have decided
to separate from the whites, and have raised means to build a church of their
own. Two-thirds of the membership of the Baptist church arc blacks, and
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they have'also decided to separate, and have offered to purchase the church
edifice; but the price required by the whites they think is more than the entire
value of the building, whereas they claim that two-thirds of it rightfully belongs
to them. The colored members readily gave their congent to the use of this
church for a school, and if the teachers, expected from the northern benevolent
associations, arrive before the new school building is completed, the sub-assistant
commissioner was instructed to use this church temporarily for the school.

At the solicitation of the white citizens, and the urgent request of the sub-
assistant commissioner, 1 arranged to return to Thomasville and address the
colored people on the evening of December 18. The white citizens claimed
that the freed people, having no confidence in them, would not heed their
advice, and that a word from an officer of the bureau had more weight with
them than from any other source; and the local agent desired that I sheuld
confirm what he had explained to them of the importance of immediately
renewing contracts for another year. ,

Taking a private carriage to Tallahassee—35 miles—I had opportunity to
converse with the inhabitants along the road. In this way I ascertained that
contracts had been very generally made the past season, in this section, under
the supervision of the bureau officer; the most of them fair, giving one-fourth
as the share of the crop for the laborers; but some had been for too small a
share, from one-sixth to onc-tenth. Most of the freed people expressed a
‘willingness to contract for another year on fair terms. Some wished to change
employers ; some said they would like to go where their children could go to
school.  All, except one, met on the route in going to and returning from Tal-
lahassee had employment now, and seemed to have no notion of living without
weorking. :

Near Tallahassee I met an intelligent freedman, who, in answer to my ques-
tions, disclosed the fact that he had received, for the labor of the past year, 15
bushels of corn, 100 pounds of pork, and a small measure of peas. He had, as
in former times, with the help of his family, cultivated a small garden of lhis
own; but the products of this had been taken from him.

Meeting Colonel Osborne, the assistant commissioner for ¥lorida, at Talla-
hassee, I spent two days chiefly with him; having interviews, also, with
Generals Foster and Newton, commanding the department and western distriet
of TFlorida, respectively, and conversing with several citizens of 'I'allahassee
and vicinity, From the district superintendent of education (for the bureau) I
lIearned that a number of schools had been started since my last visit to I"lorida,
in October. There is a great demand for books and teachers. There are two
teachers from a northern association at Tallahassce. Some two or three planters
in that district had proposed to pay half the salary and expenses of a teacher
to come upon their plantations and open a school for the colored children,
They were convinced that this measure would do more than any other to make
their laborers contented, and thus secure to them steady and effective labor.

From conversation with Lieutcnant Colonel Apthorpe, one of Colonel Osborne’s
inspoctors, as well as from the other sources of information 1 have mentioned, I
became convinced that there were rather more exceptions in Florida to the
general rule, prevalent in southern Georgia, of prejudice and unjust dealing
against the freedmen ; but that still, with the majority of the people, there was
the same unwillingness, or moral incapacity, to treat them with fairness and as
freemen. 1 was informed by a high military cflicial that, eince the hanging of
a citizen for murder at 'L'allahassee, convicted by a military court, and the
pending trial of another for shooting a negro, he had received letters from parties
declaring they would not “live in a country where a man must be hung for
resenting an insult with arms,” acd where “a man must be tried for his life for
shooting a nigger.” He informed me, also, that certain of these parties had
carried out their threat of leaving the State, and bad gone to Texas to reside.
¥rom the same official I was gratified to learn, as a testimonial to the good
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diseipline of some of the colored troopg, and as an offset to the complaints
against them in southern Georgia, that all the principal citizens of Jasper, Fla,
petitioned for the return of & company of coloved troops which had been ordered
away from there—the eonstant quarrelling between discharged Union and rebel
soldiers, resident there, rendering the presence of troops necessary,  'T'he eolored
troops were sent back to continue garrizoning the place.

"here = the same disposition to depreciate wages in Florida as in Georgia,
but 1 lewned that a new demand for labor had sprung up at Fernandina, and
that agents had been gent to Tallahaszee for freedmen to work in the Tumber
business, offering S1 and S1 25 per day and hoard.  Thirteen new saw-mills
had been put in opevation there by northern men, and it had been found impos-
sible to get all the hands they desived. T'his will tend to raise the price of
Libor throughout the State,

I would vespecetfully ask attention (o certain provisions of a recent cirveular,
No. 9, from the oflice of the assistant commizsioner of Flovida :

L "The general appointment of all judges of probate without regard to special
fitness, as avents of the bureaw, and in a similar manner in zome distriets, elerks
of eonrt awd justices of the pence as nsistants, It is to be feared that in many
eases these oflicers, from their prejadices and ther personal qualities, are entirvely
di.-‘(lu:(!iliwl to be impartial agents of the hureaw, Again, they would not have
the confidence of the freedmen, aud the latter would therefore hesitate to apply
to thew for redress,

2, ThesTollicials ave not required to signify their aceeptance of the appoint-
ment,  Henee it will not he knowngto the assiztnut commissioner whether he
has any agent in any given district or not. Besides, no provizion is made for
informing the freedmen s to who iz the agent tor their locality,

3. They arve to enter upon their oflices immediately upon the sight of the
order, even in a newspaper; hence are not required to take any oath of offies
or to familiavize themselves with existing orders of the bureau,

4. They are not required to make any report, or in any manner make the
selves rexpongible to the assistant commissioner for their acts or meastres »
agents of the burcau.

[t ix proper fo state that as a corvective of some of these evils, the assiztant
commiszioner had divided the State into five or more districts, and had appointed
a competent ingpector for cach. '

As recommended in person to the assistant commissioner, I would further
urge that these inspectors have authovity to rejeet any of the judges ot probate
found uwlitted for the duty, for any reazon, and to nominate ome other persoy
in theiv stead 5 that they be réguired formally to aceept the ageney, to take an
oath of office, and to make reports.

Returning to Thomasville, 1T addressed a large audience of coloved people,
according to appointment.  Having heard it stated by the planters that some
of the freed people were reluctant to make contraets, beeause of a belief that
it remanded them to seven years of slavery, I put the question to vote, as to
whether any present believed this veport.  They unanimously deelared their
disheliet of it, and that they were willing and expected to make contracts. A
few contraets had been made for another year. Some of the freedmen informed
me that they had desived to rent land, but had been told by citizens that no
black man would be allowed to have land by lease.  They had therefore pro-
cured the offices of a white man to rent a plantation for them, and contracted
with him to have all of the erop above a certain amount.

Some cazes of difliculty from the irvegularity aud unnatural condition of the
marringe relation canie to my notiee ; and this iz a fruitful source 'of disquict
and immorality among the freed people. A\ sweeping regulation, like that
passed by the Georgia legislature, legalizing all existing marriages, is not what

Ex. Doc. 27—9
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is needed, but a discriminating law, which shall require all parties continuing
to live as man and wife to be legally married, but shall permit, with proper restric-
tions, the old involuntary contracts of this kind to be set aside when mutually
desired, and shall give some suitable regulation by which one husband and one
wife may be fixed upon where scveral are living as the result of the slave
system.

From Thomasville T proceeded by private conveyance to Albany, Georgia,
55 miles. This mode of travelling gave me an opportunity of visiting different
plantations. I found gencrally in this scction that the contracts for the last
year had been at the rate of from one-sixth to one-tenth of the crop, and the
latter the greater number. Where no written contracts, properly signed and
approved, had been made, I gave directions to the sub-assistant commissioner,
that an officer, or agent of the bureau, visit these plantations and make an
equitable divicion of the crops. T'he division had not been made at the plan-
tations visited by me except in onc case not far from Albany.

From the small number of officers allowed to the burcau, the districts in
Georgia have been by far too large to be properly cared for.

There seemed to be a general disposition in this scction (southwestern
Georgia) to set wages too low, and to keep the freed people as nearly as pos-
gible in their former state of servitude.

The sub-assistant commissioner at Albany (Major Hastings, 12th Maine vol-
unteers) scemed to be an eflicient officer, but had been there only a few weeks.
He proposed to start a school of 150 scholars, if books and teachers could be
furnished. There had been a small private school there for colored children,
taught by a young lady from New York. Here, also, I heard of another in-
stance of a planter in a neighboring couuty who desired a school for colored
people upon his plantation.

There was great call for agents to superintend the division of crops in this
gcetion.  I'he freedmen were not satisficd unless some United States oflicer or
bureau agent were present.

After one night at Albany, I proceeded to Andersonville, where I found a
small garrison, some twenty men and one officer. T'his ofticer had given some
attention to freedmen’s affairs by virtue of a general order from headquarters, of
the department.  But being the only officer there, and having no horse, he was
limited to plantations and places comparatively near. T'he same old complaints
of being turned oft with no payment for last scason’s work were common.

I learned of some cases, in that locality, of renewal of contracts for another

ear, ‘

Mr. H. A. Welton, a Union citizen of Georgia, who had been imprigsoned for
his loyalty to the United States government, seven months during the rebellion,
and who is now employed by the quartermaster’s department as superintendent
of the Andersonville burial ground, had started a school for the colored people
at Andersonville,

A ‘““confederate” building was used for a school-house, and a sergeant of the
147th Ohio taught adults in the evening,

At Macon were prosperous schools and a good hospital. T'he bureau oflicer now
there (Licutenant Colonel Lambert) had been on duty only two weeks. There
was the usual complant of reluctance of the freedmen to make contracts.  On
investigation, I found that the prevailing offers of wages were too low, and that
in this region the share given the laborers last season was generally one-tenth.
Hearing of disturbances and much ill-treatment of negroes in T'wiggs county,
I recommended that a garrison be sent there.

At Atlanta there was more of an accumulation of destitute freed people than
I bad seen elsewhere. The armies had more completely devastated all the
country around, Many whites, at least three hundred families, as estimated by
the sub-assistant commissioner, will suffer greatly this winter, unless relicved by
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government agency., The bureau officer has assisted some of these destitute
refugees, by transportatisn and rations. He was endeavoring to find places for
all the able-bodied colored people, and had already considerably diminished the
number. By the help of the assistant commissioner of the State, he will be
able to apprentice most of the homeless children. Many cases of violence to
negroes in that section are reported to him, but his district is so large that he
cannot, he says, reetify these evils except in comparatively few cases. Several
good schools and a hospital are in successful operation at Atlanta, the former, as
at Macon, being chiefly sustained by the bencvolent associations of the north,

At Augusta, mecting again the assistant commissioner of the State, General
"U'illson, at his headquarters, I made a report of my tour in Georgia, and sceured
the adoption of some measures of immediate and practical importance to different
localities visited.  General Tillson had just returned from Waynesboro’, where
he had addressed a large meeting of treedmen, some few planters also being
present, to encourage the making of contracts.

"The schools at Augusta are Hourishing under the immediate supervision of
the burcaun State superintendent of education,

I obtained information while there from oflicers and agents of the bureau, as
well as from military authorities and the newspapers, that the militia organiza-
tions of the opposite county in South Carvolina (Edgeficld) were engaged in
disarming the negroes. Uhis ereated great discontent among the latter, and in
some instances they had offered resistance. In previous inspection tours in
South Carolina much complaint reached me of the misconduct of these militia
companics towards the blacks. . Some of the latter, of the most intelligent and
well disposed, came to me and said, *What shall we do? These militia
companies are heaping upon our people every sort of injury and insult un-
cheeked.  Our people are peaceably inclined, and we are endeavoring to
inculeate good feeling; but we cannot bear this treatment much longer.  Many
are begiuning to say, * We have been patient long cnough; we are free men
now, and we have submitted to such usage as long as we can.” ”  And again
they ask, “What shall we do?” I assured them that this conduct was not

sanctioned by the United States military authoritics, and that it would not be-

allowed.

They then asked what they should do when the United States troops were
withdrawn, saying tkhey had nothing but evil to apprehend from these military
organizations.

Now, at Augusta, about two months later, I have authentic information that
these abuses continue.  In southwestern Georgia 1 learned that the militia had
done the same, sometimes pretending to act onder orders from United States
authoritics. I reported these facts to General Brannon, commanding the de-
partment of Georgia, and to General Sickles, commanding the department of
South Carolina.

I am convinced that these militia organizations only endanger the peace of
the communities where they exist, and are a source of constant annoyance and
injury to the freed people; that herein is one of the greatest evils existing in the
southern States for the freedmen. They give the color of law to their violent,
unjust, and sometimes inhuman proceedings.

I would carnestly recommend that these organizations be abolished in these
States for at least several years to come, and that some suitable substitute be
instituted as a general police force, to preserve order and maintain the laws
until it again become safe to allow the organization of militia.

Orders had just been issued for the muster out of the troops remaining in
Georgia. Greneral Tillson, the assistant commissioner, was apprehensive that

the efliciency of the bureau would be much impaired by the loss of these troops. -

Not only would the means of executing orders and punishing crime be taken
away, but his sub-assistant commissioners, already far too few in numbers, would
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be mustered out with theirregiments.  He would thus be deprived of all except
one or two of his most eflicient agents.

Another evil, of less extent, and it is hoped of short duration, would arise
from the muster-out of the colored troops raised in that or neighboring States.
The men would thus, for the present at least, be thrown out of employ and
regular wages. Just let loose from military restraint they would be an exciting
element, not prepared to setile down to steady labor at once themselves, and
their influence tending to ‘distwb others,  Besides, while receiving pay as
soldiers they could make their families coiny aratively comfortable, whereas now
this means of support is suddenly ent oft, and it must necessarily be some time
before they can make satisfactory provision for their tamilies.

From Augusta I returned, #ie Savannah, to Charleston, South Carolina,
having been absent twenty-three days.

As the result of this tour 1 beg leave to submit the following gencral con-
giderations :

I. Agencies of the United States goverment, of some gort, similar to the ex-
isting bureau agencies, are for the present indispensable in every part of the
two States visited.

18t. Great suflering and starvation would ensue among the refugees and
freedmen in gome sections were all government aid withdrawn.

2d. Publie sentiment is such that even should the laws be made impartial, the
negro could not obtain redress for wrongs done him in person or property.

3d. There seems to be a moral incapability with the majority of white resi-
dents to treat him fairly in the ordinary transactions of business, as, exemply
gratia, in making contracts. His own inexperience in such things, therefore,
renders necessary some agencey to guard his interests.

4th. Existing theories concerning the education of laborers and the prejudice
against the blacks are such as absolutely to prevent the establishment of schools
for the frecdmen, even though the expenses be paid by the benevolent assoeia-

tions of the north; and the many successful schools now in eperation would be

broken wp in most places on the withdrawal of the government agencies,  T'he

“same general observations will apply to all missionary work by northern agents;

and from special inquiry and investigation of this subject, T am convineed that
very little in the way of moral and religious instruction for the freed people is
to be expected at present from the members and ministers of the southern
churches, On the other hand, it ix for the interest of the whites for the agencies
to remain, and the better class of the thinking men expressed themsclves unhesi-
tatingly in favor of it.

1xt. The prevailing want of eonfidence on the part of the freedmen in those
who had been slaveholders makes it necessary to have a third party (and a
United States ofticial is better than any other) to induce the freedmen to cnter
into contracts, Many of the white residents told me that no contracts would
have been effeeted but for the bureau officers.

2d. Such agents arce needed often to secure the fulfilment of contracts on the
part of the freedmen, both in explaining the exaet meaning and force of the con-
tract and enforcing it by different motives and means.

3d. For the protection of the whites against any hostile combinations of the
blacks. This will be needed as long as the present public sentiment of the
whites continues, insuring a corresponding distrust and hostility on the part of
the blacks.  Our agents have done muceh to allay such ill-feeling; and however
unreasoning and ignorant the freedmen may be in any community, and however
much their number may preponderate over the resident whites, they will gen-
erally heed and be governed by the adviee of United States oflicials.

11, In order adequately to protect the persons and property of the freedmen,
and promote their education, as well as for the proper regulation of Jabor for
the benefit of ali concerned, the present number of agents should be increased.
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ITI. United States troops are at present absolutely necessary as auxiliary
to the agents.

1st. There is no other means of executing orders and insuring justice to the
freedmen.,

2d. In many scctions United States agents would not be tolerated unless
backed by military force. I was assured by respectable and influential resi-
dents of the country in some sections that no northern man could reside there
were it not for the presence of the bayonet, and that, in their opinion, such
would be the case for ten years to come. I am not convinced of the truth of
this statement, yet, with my own observation, I am led to conelude—

3d. That the troops should remain for protection of northern residents and to
encourage emigration.

4th. As desired by the better part of the whites, to maintain good order and
peace.

5th. Wherever United States troops are withdrawn a militia organization at
once springs into life, which invariably tends to disturbances between whites and
blacks, and to the latter is, I am convineced, an unmixed evil.

IV. As the result of this and other tours of inspection, as well as from my
experience and observation while on duty in the States of South Carolina,
Georgia, and Florida for the past nine months, I beg leave to submit further,
that, in view of the acknowledged necessity of United States troops. and the
fact that many now there are soon to be mustered out, and that all the volun-
teer white troops are desirous of going home, and must sooner or later be dis-
charged, a provisional force might be raized in the southern States, ofticered by
the War Department, (preferably from meritorious oflicers lately dizeharged
from United Btates volunteers, and seleeted with a view to peculiar fitness for
this gervice,) which would meet the want, and for other special reasons, besides
the general reasons given for the retention of troops in thoze States, would be
highly beneficial to the country.  For example:

Ist. Such a foree recruited in the south could easily be substituted for the
militia, which, for every consideration of safety to the peace of the eountry and
justice to the freedmen, ought to be abolished for some years to come.  Ofheered
by the War Department, it would be subject to discipline and control giving to
it the character of United States troopg, and in no respect resembling the present
militia,

2d. Its officers could be used as agents in the affairs and interests of refugees
and freedmen without the inconvenience and injury to the service of having fre-
quent changes and losses incident to the inevitable muster out of the present
volunteer foree,

3d. Most of the oflicers and men of the present volunteer white troops are
dizeontented, and thus more or less disqualified for their dufies, believing, as
they do, that they should be allowed to go home, now that the rebellion has
heen erushed. ’

4th. T'his would be the means of enlisting on the side of the government a
class otherwize dangerous and troublesome throughcut the south, and finally
sceure among them and their families a permanent loyal sentiment,

6th. Many who would thus be arvayed on the side of law and order are at
present without luerative means of support.  They have been absent three
or four years in the rebel army, or, as in Florida, some in the Union army, and
by the habits acquired, in addition often to the fact that they never were aceus-
tomed to steady industry in carly lite, are unfitted and indizposed to cnter into
any suitable business, even it other civeumstances favor it.

Gth. The greater part of the class referred to are unable to read and write,
Gathered into companies and regiments, under suitable oflicers, they eould casily
be tanght in the rudiments of education, as has been done in the case of many
of the colored regiments.
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Two or three regiments of this description might readily be raised in each
State with comparatively little expense, and for such term of service (say three
years) as it may be thought probable that a military force will be necded in the
States lately in rebellion, S :

This plan of a provizional force in the south was urgently recommended to
me by gome of the pregent prominent military commanders in the States mentioned.

If this measure cannot be adopted for want of o basis of law, similar results
might be attained by the recruitment of gome two or three regiments for the
regular army in these States, if the army is to be inereased.  But this recruiting
ghould begin at once, and no time be lost, as i3 obvious from what has been said
of the disabilities conneeted with the retention of the present volunteer force.

Respectfully submitted.
C. H. HOWARD,
Brever Brig. Gon., Inspector for S. Carolina, Georgia, and Florida.

Major General O. O. Howanb,
Commissioner Bureaw Refugees, §e.

General Baird to the planters of St. Martin.
.
[Circular No. 29.]
“The following letter explains itself s

Heavquarrers Bureau o ReEruGEERs, FREEDMEN,
AND ABANDONED LANDS; STATE OF LOvISIANA,
New Orleans, February 3, 1866,

Sir: A copy of the preamble and resolutions, adopted by the planters of £t.
Martin, authenticated by your signature as seerctary, I have reccived.

These resolutions, which, in their general tone, are highly creditable to the

intelligence and liberality of the planters of St. Martin, show at the same
time a want of clear understanding upon certain points connected with the labor
system at present in force in the State, which it would be well to correct. I re-
eeived also from other quarters interrogatories which convinee me that the spirit
of cireular No. 29, and of the form of contract issued recently from this burcau
have been misunderstood; and 1 purpose in addreszing you to reply to as many
others as may be interested in the matter,
- The acts passed by the general assembly of the State of Louisiana, at its
present session, regulating agricultural labor and kindred matters, have not yet
received the sanction of the governor, and are, therefore, not laws of the State.
Should the governor approve them they must still be subordinate to the act of
Congress, of March 3, 1865, which places the control of all subjects relating to
freedmen in the hands ol the Bureau of Freedmen and Refugees.

The acts in question I have forwarded to Washington, and they are now in
the hands of the President.  Their provisions can be enforced in so much only
as they coincide with the orders he has given or may give.

In relation to labor and contracts between freedmen and their employers, the
only action that has been tuken by this burean has been first to impress upon
the laborers the importance of making contracts to cover the whole of the com-
ing year, 'T'his because it is the preseribed policy of the governiment, and in
addition as a necessity to provide a sure maintenance for the large number of
agricultural laborers in the State, as well as to enable us to shield them from the
impositions of the dishonest und designing who can be found in every com-
munity.

The policy of making contracts for long periods has met with opposition
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from well-meaning friends of the black man, and it is quite sure that but for the
influence we have been able to exert, and the advice which we have given,
there would have been but few contracts made, unless those extending from
month to month or from week to week.

It has been the cffort of the bureau, in the sccond place, to secure written
evidence with regard to every contract made, so that at any time during the
year should either the employer or laborer complain of wrong, the information
required for righting the grievance would be at hand.

It was thought advisable al<o that cach contract made should be submitted
to an agent of the bureau, that he might explain its provisions to the freedmen
and caution them against injudicious engagements ; but being satisfied that the
bargain was understood, and such as they desired to make, that he should wit-
ness it by his approval, and forward copies to be put on files here and in Wash-
ington, 'T'his has been provided for.

The Dlauk form of contract sent out by the bureau presents the most
ordinary bargain that has hitherto been made between planters and laborers,
and has generally been approved by both.  The cireular explanatory which
accompanics it was intended to show how the blank might be modified, either
by crasure and interlineation, or by additional articles appended and witnessed
by the agent of the bureau, so as to suit the peeuliar views of every one con-
teacting with regard to labor. “A certain ration is fixed upon in the circular,
which was determined after much consultation with old planters; but it is not
intended that this shall prevent the employer from furnishing more, or the
laborer from working for wages alone without food, but only to fix that value
which was in the minds of the contracting parties when it was agreed that the
laborer should reccive fuod together with a stated amount of money wages.

The cireular in like manner fixes the amount of clothing to be furnished, when
not otherwise expressly determined, and also establishes the number of hours
that shall constitute a day’s work when the bargain simply requires a day’s, a
week’s, or amontl’slabor. Thereisnoregulationto preventthe freedmen from con-
tractingto work sixteen hoursout of twenty-four, or to do theirwork during the
night, or that they shall be fined and punished at the will of the employer for
any slight delinquency. I they choose to make such an agreement they have
a right to do it, and the agent of the burean will interfere only to advise against
what is manifestly for their disadvantage, or to withhold his approval where the
contract is likely to become oppressive,

In the thivd place, the instruetions given to the agents of the burcau require
that they should insist upon provisions being made in every contract for the
maintenance of’ schools for the children of laborers.

T'he appeals coming from the agrienltural district for the privileges of educa-
tion have been most pathetic, whilst the instructions which we receive to keep
up the schools are equally positive, and it is our endeavor to provide means by
which schools may be supported out of the wages of the laborers for the in-
struction of their own children.

It is not intended that the money collected in one locality shall be used to
support schools in another neighborhood ; but that it shall be used solely for the
payment of the teacher who actually instruets the children connected with those
who pay it.  Where schools from any cause are not kept up, no money will be
collected ; and in no case will more be exacted than is requirved for the mainte-
nance of the school at that particular point.

Should it be found to be the unanimous wish of the freedmen to have no schools,
it is not thought that it would bz the wish of the government at this time to
force them upon them,

Beyond this matter of schools, there is nothing that can be regarded as coer-
cive in all of the rules regulating contracts. All that we say is, that when parties
refuse, upon such easy terms, to avail themselves of the influence of the burean
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to enforce their contracts, they must not complain if assistance is not offered
them.

And should the laborers in the middle of the scason choose to quit the plan-
tation on which they are working, the bureau will not ask them to remain, but
may insist on the payment of wages for the work that has been performed.

Where the employer offers to laborers fair terms upon which to contract in
form, and they refuse to do 8o, the neglect is on their side; and should they be
deceived and cheated, it may be out of the power of the burcau to afford them
relief.

How parties wishing to contract could be left more free in respect to the terms
of their bargain, I cannot conceive; nor do I'understand how the simple rules
to insure fair dealing can be objected to by any one who intends to deal fairly.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. BAIRD,

Brevet Major General U. S. Vols., Assistant Commissioner, §¢
State of Louisiana.
GaBRiEk A, FourNET, Secretary.

Report of Missouri and drkansas, by Brigadier General J. W, Spragues
assistant commissioner.

Sr. Louvis, Mo., July 17, 1865,

GeENERAL: T have the honor to submit the following report for the quarter
ending June 30, In obedience to your Special Order No. 4, dated May 31, 18365,
which was delivered to me at Washington eity, I came to thix city, where [
arrived June 10, The ofticers of my staff ordered to report to me here did not
receive their orders so as to arvive until the 17th of June.  Oflice room was ob-
tained, and opened the 19th June, Immediately on arrival, 1 endeavored to
acquaint myself with all affairs that would come nunder the control of this bu-
rean.  In this I was greatly assisted by Major General Dodge, commanding
department, Chaplain A, Wright, =uperintendent of frecdmen, and Jas. E. Yeat-
man esq., president Northwestern Sanitary Commission,  Major General Dodge
issued the following order:

[ “*General Orders No. 150.]

sIHeapauarTers DeErvarrvsNT oF Missouni,
“St, Louis, do., June 17, 1865.

“ All superintendents of refugees and freedmen of this department will here-
after render their reports to, and he subject to the orders of, Brigadier General
J. W. Sprague, commisgioner of refugees and freedmen for Missouri and Ar-
kansas  Immediate reports will he made to him, at St. Louis, Mixsouri. The
staff departments will furnizh anthorized suppliex as heretofore, and give all aid
congistent with their duties to enable General Sprague to suceesstully carry out
his instructions.

“By command of Major General Dadge:

“J. W. BARNES,

“ Assistant Adjutant General.”’

And he hag up to the present moment given me all aid and encouragement i
Liis power in the discharge of my duties.  In consequnence of the time required
to communieate with the distant posts, 1 have found it diflicult to obtain from
the ofticers on duty as superintendents, local facts and figures necessary to give
me a full understanding of' the affairs of my distriet, and this report in conse-
gquence will not show in detail, as I could wish, all the information which I
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know you desire. I found in operation in this city a *refugees and freedmen’s
home,” which wassustained jointly by the government and the Northwestern Sani-
tary Commission. I found the cost to the government was about two thousand
dollars per month. It was well managed, and was indeed a “home” for the
poor refugees and freedmen, and the orphan children of these classes; but, ve-
garding the expense to the government as too great for the serviees rendered, T
ordered that it be closed by the 10th of this month, which was done with the
cheerful concurrence of Mr. Yeatman, president of the Sanitary Commission.
The former inmates, both white and colored, are now cared for by the city and
county authorities. On inquiry I found that in the month of May last the gov-
crnment issued rations to 4,452 white refugiees and 236 freedmen in Missouri.
In Arkansas the number of persons to whom rations were issued is not stated,
but 75,097 rations were issued to freedmen,

Believing that I could better discharge the duties of my position by visiting
Arkansas in person, I accordingly left St. Louis June 30, accompanied by
Licutenant Colonel D, K. Williams, aszistant inspector general, and Surgeon .
B. Monahan, mediceal divector. I visited Hele v, Devall’s Bluff, and Little Rocek,
returning to thia place the 17th instant. I ‘utended to have Doctor Monahan
make a tour of inspection, and visit all the important posts in this distriet, but
while at Little Rock I received notice of th + order to muster out his vegiment,
(the 63d Ohio veteran volunteer infantry,) and he left at once for Ohio, 1 re-
speetfully refer to his report. which I forward herewith

I have made inquiries of the ofticers of the T'reasury Depavtment, at Memphis,
Tennessece, at Helena and at Little Rock, Atkansasg, for information about aban-
doned landx and taxes collected on cotton &e., for the uge of freedmen, 1 have
not been able thus far to find any of the “:handoned” property which they have
“registered,” with any more defimite deseription than the former owners’ names,
and about the number of acres. I was informed at Helenaand Little Roek that
only such abandoned lTands had been regis cred g parties son zht to lease, and
I have been unable thus far to obtain any information as to the tax ordered to
be colleeted on shipment of cotion, &e., for the use ot freedmen, except that all
such moneys had been remitted to Washington, in obedience to orders from the
Treasury Department. Major General Reynolds, command-ag department of
Arkansas, expressed a cheerful willingness to aid and assizt me to the extent of
his power in the discharge of my duties.  Refug-es in large numbers, and in
most. pitiable and destitute condition, have been flocking to our posts for sub-
sistence—most of them are of the lowest type of humanity to be found in this
country—they ave willing mendieants and paupers; some az: worthy people suf-
fering the extremes of poverty and sickness. It requires oficers of energy, dis-
erimination, and judgment to deal with these people, to siff them so as to act
for their future welfare, and to prevent imposition upon the government.  Many
of them have heen returned to their homes; some have heen gent to their friends
who could and were willing to aid them; many wore ean be disposed of in these
ways; but great care is necessary to avoid simply chauging them from one place,
where they are subsizted by government, to another where they would be, per
haps, a greater burden,

I'respeetfully call your attention to the large increase of issues of rations in
the month of June over the preceding month, on tha western frontier of Arkansas,
particularly at the posts of Clarksville, Fayetteville, and Van Buren, as rhown
by tabular statement in Major Sargent’s report, page 10, That vast vegion of
country ix said to be almost entively destitue of the neeessaries of life, and the
supplics ixsucd there by our government are transported at enermous expense, 1sent
Licutenant Colonel Williams, from Little Rock, (o visit all the posts in western
Arkansas and Missourd, with striet orders to stop the issue of all supplies not
hecessary to prevent starvation, and to issue to none who were able to work,
The present harvest will relieve the government from the support of many who
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are now fed by its bounty; but there are large numbers of these poor people
where there are no crops to harvest.  As you will see by the table referved to,
large issues are made to refugees and Indians at Fort Gibson; but this post not
being in my district, I have not assumed charge over them,

FREEDMEN.

These people, wherever protected so as to enable them to dispose of their labor
and colleet their wages, are exhibiting remarkable aptitude to support themselves
and their families. 'They are romewhat bewildered by their sudden change from
glavery to freedom; but very few, indeed, are willing to be paupers, and notwith-
standing the constant teachings of slavery for generations, that they were not
responsible for the support of aged parents or helpless children, their care and
aftection in these relations are marked characteristics, highly creditable to this
poor and down-trodden race.  But I regret to say that even now in Missouri
and Arkansas, wherever the power of our government is not felt through the
military arm, the negroes are still beld and treated as slaves, and it is from these
former slave-owners, now violators of the laws, from whom the cry constantly
comes that “the negro will not work!” “he will forsake the furm,” and « flock
about the eities and military posts.,” By their conduet and bearing, the negro
is frightened ; he fears that in some way he will be cheated out of his Ziberty,
and it is my firm conviction that it is the settled policy of a large majority of
former slave-owners to accomplizic by State legizlation and by covert violation
of law, what they have failed to accomplish by rebellion.  Men who profess to
be honest and honorable cannot understand that there ix any moral wrong in
robbing ov cheating a negro. 1 can, perhaps, give a better idea of the demand
for labor by an actual oceurrence, than in any other way. A few days before
I left for Arvkansas, Doctor MceGavock called to see me; he owns three planta-
tions in Arkansas, about 50 miles above Memphis; he was formerly a large slave-
owner, but has been and is a Pnion.man ; he vreats his negroesas_free. "I'wo of his
plantations are now supplied with white Inborers, (Lrisli;) on the other two freed-
men are employed.  Ie is desirous of obtaining freedmen for all, and offered
$20 per month for men and $15 per month for women, by the year. I made
inquiry at Helena and Little Rock, but there were no laborers to be had; all that
were able to work were employed.  On my return I saw the doetorin Memphis,
and referred him to General Tillson, superintendent at Memphis,

I vespectfully state, in my opinion, the general welfare will be promoted, if it
shall be the policy of the government and this burcau to lease and sell lands, in
small quantities, 1o all negroes who have, or may prove themselves worthy.
The experiments, so far as tried in this district, have been attended with the best
results, It this is done under proper regulations, industrious, prosperons, and
loyal communities will be established, which will largely contribute to the pub-
lic wealth and welfare.

I would carnestly but regpectfully recommend that, in making leases of aban-
doned or confiseated lands for next year, preference be given the freedmen over
white applieants who seek to obtain large plantations, I believe if this system
is carried out wisely, after the coming winter is past, it will not be found neces-
sary 1o issuc any subsistence from the publie stores.

Respectfully referring you to the various sub-reports herewith enclosed for
information in relation to schools, I desire to add that the most wondertul avid-
ity iz manifested by the colored children to learn, and their parciits are anxious
to support their own rchools, I attended a eolored church in Little Rock, where
a colored preacher presided and conducted the services; after they were closed
he announced to the congregation that they employed eight teachers at $20 per
month, aud that, with other items, made the expenses for June about $175. e
stated that there was a deficiency of $75, and asked the congregation to make
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up the amount. Their contributions were sent up and counted, and it was
found that there were forty-three dollars over the amount required. I can-
not too highly commend the cefforts and Iabors of the benevolent associations
and teachers who are laboring™to open the minds of' the freedmen. I must ex-
press a regret that it was thought best to stop the issuc of rations to teachers,
Every good teacher is worth a score of rations to government, as they by their
counsels and labors render efficient aid in preparing these people to beeome val-
uable members of the body politie, instead of being, as they have been, bur-
dens. In a conversation with Colonel Charles Bentzoni, commanding distriet
of cast Arkansas, in relation to freedmen, he expressed some views which I re-
quested him to reduce to writing, and L respeetfully submit the same for your
consideration. T was much pleased with the condition of attairs as I found them
at Little Rock, under the charge of Major W. (t. Rargent, general superintend-
ent and provost marshal, department of Arkansas; Licutenant James 11 Raines,
superintendent and acting assistant quartermaster, Little Rock; Captain Heory
Sweeney, superintendent and provost marshal, district of east Arkansas, fo whose
reports | respectfully refer you with pleasure, and Captain 5. W. Mallory, super-
intendent and provost marshal, Pine Bluffs, I respectfully recommenid these offi-
cers for promotion by brevet, for faithfulness and efficieney in the discharge of
their respective duties.  Such recognitions are well deserved, and it conferred,
will stimulate other officers.

Being compelled to seleet all my assistants from the army, the rapid muster-
ing out of regiments and other military organizations has neeessitated such fre-
quent changes of oflicers in important positions, that I have been embarrassed
in conducting the aftairs of the bureaw in this distriet.

I respectfully vefer to the following enclosures :

Report of Major W, (i, Sargent, general superintendent of Arkansas, marked A.

Report of Captain Sweeney, superintendent of eastern Arkansas, marked B.

Cousolidated report of Missouri and Arkansag, marked C.

Report of Surgeon A, B, Monahan, medieal divector, marked 1,

Communication of James K. Yeatman, esq., president Northwestern Sanitary
Commission, marked k. '

Communication of Colonel Bentzoni, marked 1%,

I am, general, very respecttully, your obedient servant,
JoW.SPRAGUI,
Brigadier Geaeral and dssistant Conunissioner,
Major Gieneral O. O, TTowarb,
Commissioner Bureaw Refugees, d'e.

Report of South Carolina and Georgia, by Brecet Major General IR, Saxton,
assistant commissioner.

Cuarnesrox, S, C., December G, 1865,

Gexkrar: I have the honor to submit the following report of my operations
in counexion with the bureau since my assignment to duty with it, per General
Order No. 238, current series, frorg the War Department, appended and marked
A, Previous to this time, and to the organization of the Freedmen’s Bureau, I
had been on duty as inspector of settlements and plantations, by virtue of Spe-
cial Iield Orders No. 15, headquarters military division of the Mississippi, here-
with appended, and marked B, T have continued to act under this order to the
present time.  Circulars Nos, 1 and 2, appended, and marked G and D, were
lssued upon entering upon my new duties. My official action has been guided
by the principles expressed in them.  In the month of August I was relieved
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from the charge of Florida by Colonel T. W. Ogborn, who was appointed
assistant commissioner for that State, and Brigadier General E. N. Wild was
appointed sub-assistant commissioner for Georgia,  In September he was relieved
by Brigadicr General Davis Tillson, who was appointed acting assistant com-
missioner for that State, under whose entire charge it hag sinee remained.  Gen-
eral Orvders No. 8 regulate the marriage relations of the freedmen ; it is marked
I, and appended.  Cireular No. 3, marked G, is also appended.

In compliance with your orders, I scized for this bureau large tracts of aban-
doned lands, estimated to amount to 312,014 acres, aud a great number of houses
(120) were transferred by the Treasury Departient to the custody of this
burcau.  Under the provisions of circular No. 15, from the War Dopartment,
these have mostly been restored to their former owners,

General Ovders No. 16, appended and marked I, announce the assignment of
staff oflicers and the appointment of superintendent of edueation.  Appended,
also, is circular No. 4, which provides for the apprenticing of orphans. — Cireu-
lar No. 5 applics to the labor question, and urges the freedmen to enter into con-
tracts with the land-owners for the cultivation of the soil ; it is appended, marked
K. Document L, appended, is a copy of a circular letter addressed to cach
ofticer and agent on his assignment to duty with the bureau, which, with the
other iustructions from your own and these ho:ldquarlm's, were Lo serve as the
guide of hix oflicial action.  To provide for the orphans, discourage vagraney,
encourage industry and thrift, 1 issned, in aceordance with instructions from
yourself, cireular No. 4, which, T am well assured, will prove of great benefit
to the parties coseerned.  The great question whieh, of course, lies at the foun-
dation of all the efforts of the government to promote the well-being of the freed-
men, through the ageney of this bureau, is the labor question. Will the freed-
men work ?  (an these rice and cotton fields be cultivated by the voluntary paid
labor of the freedmen?  The diffieulty which has been found in the way of the
immediate =olution of this important question has been the natural disinelina-
tion of all the human race to labor, unless compelled to do so.  This dizinelina-
tion ix shared by the freedmen in common with other races of men, and, so far
as my obzcrvation extends, to no greater extent. Until they were cmancipated,
as a general rale the only stimalus to work was the fear of punishment.  Faith-
ful labor seaveely henefited their physieal condition, and, as a natural eonse-
quence, they were only industrious to the extent neeessary to escape punish-
ment for idleness.  The old stimulus to industry having now been removed, and
that of freedom—the necessities of the laborer—substituted, it is to be expected
that there should be an interruption of labor—a natural feeling of® relief from
restraint,  The entive want of capital on the part of the planters to pay for labor
is undoubtedly the prineipal reason why the planters eannot at present seeure
all the labor they requive.  As arule, the freedmen are ready to work where
they are sure of receiving their pay.  Theie confidence in their former master is
not yet suflicient to eause them to accept hiz promiges to pay, as such promiscs
sanmot relieve their present necessities, I'he great want i= money, and those
who are so fortunate as to have it at the commencement of their agricultural
operations will, it they pay fair and regular wages, be able to secure all the
labor they may require,

The impression is universal among the freedmen that they ave to have the
abandoned and confiseated lands, in homesteadls of forty acres, in Jannary next.
It is understood that previous to the termination of the late war the negroes
Lieard from those in rebellion that it was the purpose of cur government to divide
up the gouthern plantations among them; and that was one of the reasons m‘gcd
for greater activity on the part of the late rebels. Our own acts of Congress,
and particnlarly the act creating this bureau, which was extensively circeulated
among them, still further strengthened them in the belief that they were to pos-
sess homesteads, and has caused a great unwillingness upon the part of the freed-
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men to make any contracts whatever ; but this refusal on their part arises from
no desire to avoid labor, but to the causes above stated. All the oflicers and
agents of this burcau have been instructed to do everything in theiv power to
correet these impressions among the freedmen, and to urge them in every possi-
ble way to make contracts with their former owners; but so deep-seated a con-
vietion has been found difficult to eradicate, and, although many contracts have
been made, 1 doubt not that much greater suceess in this direetion will attend
our eflorts in the future,

The question of next importance has been the status of the sea islands, By
General Shierman’s order, appended, and in accordance with itz proviszions, some
forty thousand destitute freedmen, who followed in the wake of and cune in with
his army, were promized homes on the sea izlands, and wrged by myselt and
others to emigrate there and seleet them,  DPublic meetings were ealled, and
every exertion used by those whose duty it was to carry out the ovder to en-
courage emigration to the sea islands.  The greatest suceess attended our efforts,
and although the planting season was very far advaneed before the transporta-
tion to carry the colonists to the islands could be procured, and the people were
destitute of animals, and had but few agricultteal implements with which to
work the ground, and the greatest difliculty in proeuring seeds, yet they went
to work with much energy and diligence to elear up the ground which had run
to waste by three years’ neglect.  Thousands of acres were cleared up and
planted, aud provisions enough were raised to provide for those who were located
in season to plant, besides large (uantities of sea-island cotton,  Considering
the obstacles to be overcome, it must be admitted that the first year’s experiment
of freed Iabor on the sea islands has been a suceess, far beyond the most san-
guine expeetations of its friends.  There are those who claim that this grand
experiment for free labor hay failed, beeause, amid all the confusion and inter-
ruption caused by the operations of our contending armies, not as much cotton
or corn has heen produced as under the old slave system.  The friends of free-
dom can aflford to wait for the future to demonstrate whether it i a failure or not.

On some ol the islands the freedmen have established civil government, with
constitutions and laws for the regulation of their internal aftairs, with all the
different departments for schools, churches, building roads, and other improve-
ments,  Jn short, fow new communities have ever made a faiver start than have
these freedmen of the sea islands,  The former owners have recently been using
every exertion to have these lands restored to their possession, and to secure
this end promised to make sueh arrangements with the freedmen as to absorb
their labor, and give them homes and employment ou their estates.  The oflicer
detailed by yourself to restore these lands has been unable thus far to make any
arrangement, nor do I believe it will be possible for him to make any satisfactory
arrangement. The freedmen have their hearts set upon the possession of these
islands, and 1othing but that or its cquivadent will satisfy them.  "They refuse
to contract, and express a determination to leave the islands rather than do so.
The efforts made by the former owners to obtain the possession of the lands
have caused a great exeitement among the seftlers,  Inasmuch as the faith of
the government has been pledged to these freedmen to maintain them in the
possession of their homes, and as to break its promise in the hour of its triumph
is not becoming a just government, which can only live in the hearts of its
whole people, 1 would respeetfully suggest that a practical solution of the whole
question of Tands, embraced in Special Order No. 15, may be had by the appio-
priation of money by Congress to purchase the whole tract sct apart by this
order, have o fair and liberal assessment of its value made, and offer to pay to
the former owner that sum, or give hitn possession of the land, as he may clecet.
In case he should prefer the land to the money, then pay the money to the
freedman who occupies it. 1 can assure the government that this arrangement
would satisfy the freedmen and some of the former owners, _It would maintain
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the good faith of the government, and, in addition, the freedmen who received
lands under the provisions of such a law, would eventunally refund to the
government the cost of the land,  The passage of a law like this would relieve
the government of a most diflicult question now at issue between the planters
and the freedmen, and would be just to all partics,

I am able to report a satizfactory condition of schools for the children
throughout the department It is estimated that in South Carolina no less than
6,000 colored children are being educated.  T'he various benevolent societies
have placed teachers in the ficld, earnest and accomplished men and womey,
whose labors are destined, more than any other, to aid in the solution of this
great problem of the age.

The day cannot be far distant when the value of their services will be ac-
knowledged, and the freedmen’s relief associations of Boston, New York, and
Philadelphia will be honored by the record of the great services rendered to this
poor, degraded, unfortunate race by their representatives, who at the saerifice
of personal comfort and social enjoyment have been brave enough to come here
as humble instructors to this degraded race to aid in this great work of atone-
ment for wrongs inflicted upon them.  These teachers of the treedmen deserve
to be and will be honored.

In obedience to what seemed an urgent necessity, and to prevent suftering
and loss of life among the people whose interests were committed to my care, 1
addressed letters to several of the freedmen’s aid associations, setting forth the
neeessitics of the people as regards clothing and blankets necessary to protect
the destitute feom the eold in the approaching inclement season.  T'hus far they
have most gencrously responded to my call, and large guantities of blankets
and useful articles of clothing for women and children have been received,
which will be the means of saving the lives of many who would otherwise have
perished from cold.  White refugees, as well as freedmen, reccived the benefits
of this charvity. T'he care and distribution of all articles reccived is committed
to the hands of Captain J. . Rutherford, assistant quartermaster, who is specially
assigned to this duty. The greatest care is taken in the distribution of the articles
sent, and at the close of the scason Captain R. will make a full report of all articles
received by him for the freedmen and refugees, and of their disposition, for the
information of the different benevolent associations who have furnished them.
TFor the present there must be large demands made upon the charity of the
government,

The complete change in the organization of society, the transformation of an
entire people from slavery to freedom, the desolation of war, and the consequent
interruption of industry, must cause more or less suffering,  'I'he secds have uot
been planted nor the erops harvested, and vast quantities of the necessaries of
life have been destroyed by fire, and there is a scarcity of food in the land for
present needs.

The want of confidence existing between the freedmen and the landholders,
neither of whom have any faith in the other, and the want of capital to pay for
labor, are some of the questions which this burcau has had to meet and solve.
They are diflicult and important.

In my administration of the affairs of this burcau, it has been my earnest en-
deavor first to carry out faithfully all my orders, and, in cases where discre-
tionary power was given me, 1 have aimed to be just to all, irrespective of color
or condition, to try to break down all antagonisimns, encourage friendly feelings
between the freedmen and their former owners, by showing them that theiv in-
terests were identical, and that each should be just to the other, and respect all
the other’s rights,  Fully conscious of the importance of maintaining friendly
zelations with former masters, I have been serupulously caretul to be justto
thew, and not to exercige any authority not clearly set forth in my instructions.
I have ounly asked simple justice for those committed defenceless to my cure,
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contented oftentimes not even to secure this, carrying the olive brauch where
conviction would have declared for the sword of justice. I have not always
been met in the same spirit.  The hard lesson which the former slaveholder has
to be taught, to treat those he owned as freemen, and to deal justly with them,
is not to be learned in a day. It is, however, being learned as rapidly, perhaps,
as could be expeeted.  In good time they will see that exact justice is the wisest
expediency and truest policy, and that free educated labor is the most profitable.

The medical department of the burean, in this State, has been under the con-
trol of Surgeon DeWitt, a most faithful and skilful officer, who, in spite of all
the many discouragements and obstacles in his way at theoutset, has succeeded
in overcoming them all.  His department is well organized and thoroughly effi-
cient, g0 far as he has been able to extend it, and has accomplished the objects
for which it was established. In its mission of merey to suffering humanity it
has been eminently successful.

The abandoned house of Mr. Memminger, formerly the gecretary of the trea-
sury for the so-called confederate government, was recently set apart as an
asylum for the destitute colored orphans in the department. It now contains
some sixty orphans between the ages of one and twelve ycars, has accommoda-
tions for two hundred, and will probably soon be filled. 'T'hese children are
being clothed and educated by the benevolent associations of the north, and are
fed by the government, My, Redpath, jr, is in charge. When suitable homes
can be found for them, these orphans are apprenticed in accordance with your
directions. 1 commend this noble institution to your most favorable consideration.

The South Carolina Freedmen’s Savings Bank, which I established in Oc-
tober, 1864, and which was continued under my charge after my assignment to
my present position, I have recently transferred to the National Freedmen’s
Savings and T'rust Company. In making this transfer I published the cireular
letter herewith appended, marked . T'he history of this bank is given in it,
and it is interesting, as showing that some of the freedmen, at least, care for the
future, and that not all of them, as is frequently asserted, think only of to-day.
With regard to the future of the freedmen, their present condition, degraded and
unfortunate as it now may scem, is more hopeful than at any period of their
history. If we are just to them, time will solve the labor question, and all others
relating to them, for the best interests of humanity. The government, through
the IFreedmen’s Bureau, should be their teacher, guide, and protector for the
present.  Having made them free by its own acts, it is bound to stand by them
until such time as the State governments shall grant them such civil and political
rights as shall be nceessary to their own safety and proteetion, 1 would there-
fore urge the importance of' the continuation of this bureau for the present, as it
is now the only place where the freedman, who is injured in his person or prop-
erty, can lay his complaint with any hope of redress.

In these peculiar and delicate duties I have been greatly aided by my able
and efficiont staff, whose zeal and interest in this work has never scemed to flag.
They have given me their earncst and hearty support and co-operation at all
times. In the performance of their varied and difficult duties they have deserved
and received my unqualified approbation. I respectfully commend them to your
favorable consideration.

The lists of all officers and agents of the bureau in the State under my charge,
with the other monthly reports, contain all the statistical information at present
in my possession,

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
R. SAXTON,
Assistant Commessioner.
Major Gieneral O. O, Howarb,
: Commassioner Bureauw Refugees, &,
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Summary rveport of Virginia, by Colonel O. Brown, assistant commissioner.

Ricusoxn, VA, November 31, 1865.

Gexeran: In compliance with instructions, I have the honor to sulimit the
following report of the operations of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and
Abandoned Lands in that portion of Virginia under my, (,lmrge'

In obedience to orders from the he: \(lqlmr ers of the bureau, the as ssistant
commissioner entered upon the duties of his office at Richmond, June 15, 1865.
Previous to this time no unitorm gystem had been adopted for the management
of freedmen’s affnivs, and the control of these matters was in the hands of the
several commanders of the military districts,

The larger portion of the State having been so recently overrun by contend-
ing armiex the usnal business avoeations were almost entirely suspended, and
law(* numbers of the laboring population were colleeted in eamps, or located on
aly uul(nwd farms, or obtained a precarious subsistence on charity and the fruits
of irregular employment.  In the neighborhoods of Norfolk, Iortress Monroe,
and Yorktown about seve nty thousand had betn collected during the war.
From among these {rom ecight to ten thousand reeruits for the army had been
enlisted. . Many other of the able-hodied men had found cmployment in the
different stadl departinents of the army, leaving their families in thix distriet
partially dependent on the government,  In other distriets thousands of freed-
men were roaming about without settled employment and without homes.  In
loealities least (l]\[llll)(‘(l by the presence or conflict of armies, and where the
average amount of land was under cultivation, the crops were suflering from
want of proper attention, the planter being unwilling to acknowledge his late
slave a {freeman by becoming a partner with him to a contract, and the freedman
conscious that no further service was ““due” from him, and wizhing to satisfy
him=clf that he was really free by excreising his liberty to Ieave his old master.

Lighty-five thousand six hundred and forty-seven (85,647) acres of land
were held in the State, exelusive of that in the counties of Loudon and Ifairfax,
for the benefiv of the freedmen.  Some of these lands were worked by them on
shaves, some by government, the freedinen being paid wages; some even rented
to them, some were occupicd as homes for lll()\(, who were un: lblu to pay rent or
to ~uppml, themselves, while others, on account of their location, were unoceu-
pied.

T h(' problem to be solved was, how to provide for the proteetion, elevation,
and government of nearly halfa willion of prople suddenly freed from the bonds
of a rigorous control, acquainted with no Iaw but that of foree, ignorant of the
(]vm(m.u_) prineiples of civil government and of the first duties of citizenship,
withottt any provizion for the future wants of themselves and familics, and enter-
taining mimy false and extravagant notions in respect to the intentions of the
government towards them.

The citizens generally afforded no assistance in meeting these difliculties.
Stripped to a great extent of ready resources by the opcmtlon.s of the war, they
were unable to allow these people their just dues, much less any charitable
aszistance.  In some seetions of the State public. meetings had been held,
aud the citizens had entered into covenant not to pay more than five dollars
(%5, per month to able-bodied men, not. to rent lands to the freedmen, nor to
give employment to any without a certificate from their former owners.  Many
of the citizens, under the control of tradition, habit, and edueation, only sullenly
acquicsced in the freedom of their former slaves.  They regavded the colored
population as neeessarily and appropriately servile and uufit for frecdom, and,
stimulated by the feeling that the late slaves were in some way 1« ssponzible for
the failure of their cause, they were wholly disqualified from eo-operating in the
work of the burcau.
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Another clags, numerically small, but of the best talent, culture and influ-
ence, not only acccpted the situation, but, with a wise foresight and noble
patriotism, were ready to co-operate with the government for the speediest
restoration of tranquillity and law, and to assist the bureau in its endeavor to
bring the highest good to all classes out of present cvils, A third and more
numerous class, because forced to acknowledge the freedom of their former
slaves, wished either to cffect their entire removal from the State, or to bind
them by such contracts as would allow them hut little more freedom than they
formerly possessed. | '

The work of the bureau was organized by dividing the State into eight dis-
tricts, with one assistant quartermaster as superintendent of each, to whom all
property in use by the burean within the district was turned over.

T'he superintendents were instructed to divide their districts into convenient
sub-districts, cach county constituting one sub-distriet, except when the colored
population of a county was less than 5,000, in which case two or more counties
were to be united, and to apply to the commander of the military distriet for
an oflicer to act as assistant superintendent over cach sub-district.

The superintendents were further instrneted to protect the negroes in their
rights as freemen, to see that they were not in any way oppressed by their
former masters, and to cultivate friendly relations between the two classes; to
assist in the crganization and maintenance of schools; to discourage as far as
possible the disposition of the freedmen to remove from one locality to another,
>xeept o far as it might be necessary for uniting members of separated families,
or to find profitable employment; to urge upon them the importance of making
contracts for their labor, and to fulfil the same when made; to aid them by their
advice when necessary to prevent their being defraaded, but in all other cases
to leave them free to make their own bargains ; to furnish rations, medicines, and
medical attendance for the helpless and destitute, not provided for by their former
owners, but not to issue rations to persons able to work for whom employment could
be found; to require assistant superintendents to keep registers of all colored
persons in their sub-districts, and to aid such in finding remunerative labor. 1If,
whenlabor was found forsuch persons, they neglected toavail themselves of'it, they
were to be treated as vagrants. Superintendents were ordered, either themselves
or through their assigtants, to adjudicate ppon all cases arising between the
freedmen themselves, or between freedmen and whites, including crimes com-
mitted by the freedmen, in which the penalty should not exceed imprisonment
at hard labor for a period of threc months, or a fine of one hundred dollars.
All other cases were to be referred to competent military authority.  Subse-
quently the assistant superintendents were ordered to invite the whites and the
freedmen of their respective sub-districts, each class to select for itself a suitable
person to assist in the performance of this duty.

From the want of funds to employ civilians, the burcau has been obliged to
depend, for the management of its aftairs, almost exclusively upon details of
officers and men from the army. Some of these officers have been eminently
successful in the discharge of their duties, which are often very delicate and
dificult. DBut many of these details have been of persons who had little sym-
pathy with the duties to which they were assigned. 'The duties of the bureau
being peculiar, and requiring experience for their proper performance, injurious
results have followed the constant changes in its officers, made necessary by the
mustering out of troops. But few assistant superintendents have occupied their
positions for three consecutive months, while in many sub-districts the changes
have been more frequent.

Notwithstanding these obstacles to a uniform and efficient administration of
the affairs of the bureau, important progress has been made in the work
undertaken. )

Ex. Doc. 27—10
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The late slaves have been fully protected in their rights as freedmen, and the
exceptional instances where their rights were for a time denied are no longer
hearg of. It is believed that there is not within the State a person who does
not understand and successfally assert his rights to freedom. T'he extraordinary
eagerness of the freedmen for the advantages of schools has been met, ag far as
the resources of the bureau and the charitable zeal of its friends abroad would
allow. There are at present about cleven thousand five hundred pupils receiving
instruction from one hundred and ninety-five tcachers. Numerous urgent
appeals have come from remote and isolated localities for teachers and books,
to which it has been impossible to respond for want of school-rooms and suitable
quarters for teachers. T'heir progress in learning is such as would warrant a
much larger expenditure in moncy and effort. Many citizens, adhering to the
ideas and customs of the past, strougly oppose these movements, while others
indorse and encourage them. The sentiment of the community is gradually
changing in favor of educating the freedmen.

The irritation cxisting detween the whites and the freedmen immediately
after the cessation of hostilitics has greatly abated, and instances of personal
violence are becoming more rare. There is, however, much for the citizens to
learn in regard to the best management of free labor, and much for the late
slaves to learn in regard to their duties as freedmen. T'he attempt to introduce
the contract system, so essential to the reorganization of the labor of the State,
is embarrassed by many difficultics, The master has been unaccustomed to
sustain to the laborer the relation which this system implies, and seeks to retain
by contract much of the power which the slave system formerly gave him,-and
the freedman has yet to learn properly to appreciate the obligations which he
assumes in making a contract. A further embarrassment is found in the excess
of laborinyg population over the supply of profitable labor. 1t is impossible for
the employers, even with the best intention, to give all the laborers such wages
as their support and that of their families require. It is believed that this evil
cannot be wholly remedied without the emigration from the State of at least
fifty thousand freedmen.

’{‘he disposition to roam from place to place, and especially to leave the country
for towns and camps, is almost entirely corrected; there is very little changing
of location, except when necessary to provide the means of subsistence. They
are generally contented with such arrangements for their services as can be made,
and are seeking homes and employment that promise to be permanent.

The capacity of the freedmmen of Virginia to take care of themselves, even
under adverse circumstances, is best shown in the southeastern part of the State.
During the war nearly seventy thousand were gathered here, on a limited terri-
tory, in extreme destitution, and yet at this time only four thousand four hundred
and twelve are receiving government aid, and about one-half of this number are
of the families of soldicrs. Many have rented or purchased comfortable homes,
some have saved considerable sutns of money, and nearly five thousand of their
children, decently clad and furnished with books of their own purchasing, are
attending schools.

During the month of July it was impossible to ascertain the number of rations
issued to freedmen, as the provision returns of both whites and blacks were con-
solidated. -

There were issued, on returns signed by the officers of the bureau, during the
month of August, onc hundred and seventy-cight thousand one hundred and
twenty (178,120) rations, to fifteen thousand seven hundred and seventy-nine
(15,779) persons. Besides these, issues were made, by military authority, in
localities to which officers of the bureau had not been assigned.

In September the entire issucs to freedmen were made by officers of the bureau.
The whole number of rations issued during the month to sixteen thousand two
hundred and ninety-cight (16,298) persons was two hundred and seventy-five
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thousand eight hundred and eighty, (275,880,) or nine thousand onc hundred
and ninety-six (9,196) per day. During the month of October there were issued
two hundred and thirty-five thousand seven hundred and cighty-six (235,786)
rations to cleven thousand six hundred and twenty-two (11,622) persons, or
geven thousand six hundred and six rations per day; the number of pergons
receiving rations being reduced from the previous month thirty (30) per cent.

The requirements of the freedmen for medicines and medical attendance have
been met, as far as the limited resources of the burcau would allow. Eight
hospitals have been organized, and fifteen medical officers employed, and, in ad-
dition, much valuable voluntary assistance has been rendered in treating the sick
by medical officers of the army and by citizen physicians, T'he total number
of refugees and frecdmen treated has been about four thousand three hundred,
(4,300.) "T'he number at present under treatment is about seven hundred, (700.)

In addition to the land held by the department of negro affairs, there have
been turned over to the burcau eleven thousand one hundred and five (11,105)
acres, making a total of ninety-six thousand seven hundred and fifty-two (96,752)
acres that have been under its control. Of this land, forty thousand seven hun-
dred and fifty-onc (40,751) acres have been restored, leaving on hand fifty-six
thousand and one (56,001) acres.

- Tho rights of the freedmen in the ecrops and improvements on the land re-
stored have been secured. The result of the cultivation of these lands by the
freedmen is not yet known, as the crops have not-been fully harvested, but it
is believed to be satistactory.

The special courts organized for the freedmen are successfully accomplishing
the ends aimed at in their establishinent, and are giving general satisfaction.
By them justice has been more generally received than’could have been done
by any other available means.

Notwithstanding the many embarrassments under’ which the burean has
labored, it i3 believed to have succceded in promoting the welfare of the class
in whose inierest it was created, and to have afforded important aid in securing
good order in the State.

Whatever success the bureau in this State may have achieved is largely due
to the cordial sympathy and assistance it has uniformly received from the major
general commanding the department,.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
0. BROWN,
Colonel and Assistant Commeissioner.
Major (zeneral O. O. Howarb,
Commissioner Burcaw Refugees, .

Report of Texas, by Brigadier General E. M. Gregory, Assistant Commise
sioner.

GALV ESTON, December 9, 1865,

GeNeraL: I have the honor to make the following report, which, though
brief, I trust will give you such information in reference to the operation gof the
bureau in this State, and the present condition and future prospects of the-
freedmen, as may be satisfactory. :

From the most reliable information I can obtain from my sub-assistant comge
missioners, the planters, farmers, and business men, as well as from persox?h
observation, during a journey of some seven hundred miles through the cotton-grow-
ing regions of the State, 1 believe the crops of all kinds are garnered, and that we
have an abundant supply of subsistence to meet the demands of all, white and
black, for the coming year. The cotton crop, although probably not more than
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one-half ag large as it has been some previous years, was so well gathered, and
"demands such high prices, that it will bring more wealth into the State than
any which has herctofore been thrown into the market.  ‘This has been aceom-
plished, principally, by the labor of the frecdmen, and at a time, too, when
under the influence of the excitement ineident to their transition from bhondage
to freedom, and while they were more or less unsettled and undecided in their
purposes. If such results have heen produced by free labor, trammelled as it
has been during the period of its inangnration by innumerable adverse interests
and prejudices, may we not reasonably expeet from it, when fully and thoroughly
established, still greater and largely inereased erops, and a corresvonding increase
in the wealth of the nation?  Indeed, but little complaint has been made by
their former masters, and even they, nofwithstanding their hostility to every-
thing pertaining to freedom, in some instances have admitted that free labor
will not only materially enhance the value of their property, but that it will
infuse” a spirit of enterprise, industry, and thrif, and that they will thereby
become more virtuous, intelligent, and prosperous.
~ On the 10th ultimo I left Galveston, in company with. Inspector (ieneral
“Strong, and travelled twenty-one days in the interior of the State, he taking
one direction and myself another. During that time I met and addressed about
25,000 freedmen and planters.  In doing so, my efforts were direeted to impress-
ing upon the minds of both the necessity and importance of turning their attention
to the preparation demanded by the business of the coming year, and in instruct-
ing the former in their rights and duties. [ found that but few contracts had
been made by employers and employés.  Such as had been made were verbal
ones. I urged them to contract at once, (furnishing them with a form,) begin-
ning the first of January and ending with December, and thereby get themselves
and their families comfortably scttled on some plantation, and, it possible, to
remain where they have Leen born and raised, and where all their family ties
and associations are, if they were kindly and properly treated, as this course
would be more pleasant, satisfactory, and profitable to all parties. I have recom-
mended to them that they labor for a fair compensation in moncey, or a portion
of the crop; and that if’ any of them possess the means, they purchase and
cultivate such lands as they desire.  The freedmen are well informed as to the
value of their labor, as some of them have been hived out by their former
“masters ever since they have been of a sufficient age to make their labor pro-
fitable, and are not likely to be imposed upon by their employers. I have also
endeavored to disabuse their minds of the false impression which has been made
thercon by the rumor which some designing and evil-disposed parties have very
industriously cirenlated among them, that on or about Christmas they would be
placed in possession of the property of their former masters,

In our intercourse with the freedmen we have found them kind, courteous,
and well disposed towards all.  Rumors arc freely cirenlated in different por-
tions of the State that there is danger of an inswrrcetion.  T'his we do not be-
lieve, from the fact that irregularities and disturbances are becoming less fre-
quent every day. If, however, one does oceur, it will be brought about by the
action of the whites, and not the freedmen, who, although somewhat clated by
the possession of that long-wished-for blessing, (freedom,) have not and will not
commit any act of aggression or lawlessness, but will quictly settle down in the
«enjoyment of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”” Sinee we have
visited and spoken to the freedmen, we find that many who have heretofore re-
fuged to contract arc now doing so, as their contracts are being forwarded to us
for our approval; and from" what we can learn from the sub-assistant commis-
sioners, we fully believe that the work of adapting employers and employds to
the circumstances by which they are surrounded is progressing rapidly.

The freedmen are, as a general thing, strongly impressed with religious sen-
timents, and their morals are cqual, if not superior, to those of a large majority
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of the better informed and educated. We find them not only willing but anx-
ious to improve every opportunity offered for their moral and intellectual ad-
vancement, and they are constantly inquiring for books and tracts of a religious
character, there being some few among them who can read.  Hence, we have
had but little difficulty in opening and organizing schools, all of which, so far,
we are pleased to be able to state, have been self-sustaining.  We regret that
we are compelled to report that we have not been able to give this portion of
our labors that attention which its importance demands. This is owing, how-
cver, to thenbsence of Licutenant YWheelock, our superintendent, and the want
of proper hooks and a suflicient number of teachers. The lieutenant is now in
New Orleans.  The cause of his detention iz, we presume, fully understood by
you. We are daily expecting him to return, with such books and help as he
may have been able to procure.  Both ave essentially necessary, if we improve
in the future upon our past efforts,  Some liberal-minded planters and business
men have kindly and voluntarily offered us their assistance, and are doing all
they can for the cause of education.  What effort hag been directed in this chan-
nel has heen eminently successful, and we doubt not we will be able to show a
marked and decided improvement in this department of our labors in our next
report.

The business of that portion of the State through which I have passed has
“been but little affected by the war,  The planters ave wealthy, crops are good,
“and nowhere are to be geen evidences of suffering and want.  But few cases of

destitute and impoverished freedmen have come under our observation.  These
we have relieved as best we could, there being no poor or alms houses in theq
State. T'he health of the freedmen is good, as will be seen by the report of
the surgeon-in-chief, S. J. W. Mintzer,

The testimony of freedmen is admitted in the courts of some of the judicial
districts of the State, while in others it is excluded. It is my opinion that their
rights are not properly acknowledged and guarded by the judiciary; but still
there are encouraging indications that erce long they will receive that considera-
tion to which they are entitled under the laws of the United States, and by the
proclamation of the President.

Some few difficulties have occurred between the blacks themselves, and the
whites and blacks, These we have endeavored to adjust equitably and justly.
In the settlement of differences which have grown out of past transactions of a
business character, we have pursued such a course as will insure to the freedman
all the rights and privileges to which he is lawfully entitled.

In some portions of the State, and especially is it the case where our troops
have not been quartered, freedmen are restrained from their liberty, and slavery
virtually exists the same as though the old system of oppression was still in
force. The freedimen do not understand their true status, and their former
masters, although acknowledging them to be {ree, practically deny the truth by
their acts.  \With this class of men (and a few of the editors who still continue
to misrépresent the ohjeet for which this bureau was instituted) we have more diffi-
culty than any other, as they refuse to pay the laborer his hire, and it seems
almost impossible for them to deal justly and honestly with him. This is owing,
perhaps, to the fact that heretefore they have had his labor without compensa-
ting him therefor.  In this respeet, however, there are evidenees of improvement,
and I trust that in the future there will he less cause for complaint on this ac-
count. They must pay-them, if they expect to employ ¢ laborers worthy of
their hire.” .

Owing to the vast extent of territory embraced in my distriet, I find great
difficulty in procuring a sufficient number of officers who can render me that as-
gistance, as sub-assistant commissioners, which is necessary to a proper dis-
charge of my official duties. But few, comparatively, feel and manifest that in-
terest in the advancement of the freedmen that they should.
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Your letter of instructions of October 4, 1865, so far as it relates to appren-
tices, cannot be applicd here, as there is no such a law in the State. Any
instructions that you may have, which would be applicable in this case, will be
thankfully received.

The military authorities of this department have rendered us all necessary
assistance.

My present labors are directed to the uniting of capital and labor. If I suc-
ceed in inducing the freedmen to scttle down and enter into contracts with the
planters—this accomplished, labor is applied to capital, future want and its
attending train of evils will be driven from our midst, and the freedmen will
become an educated, prosperous and happy race of people. This, by the blessing
of God, I believe I will be able to accomplish. I can do so in no way so rapidly
and effectually as by visiting and talking with them. For this purpose, I con-
template leaving here ina day or two for another town in the interior, from which
I do not expeet to return until after the first of January.

In the mean time, I am, general, yours, very respectfully,
E. M. GREGORY.
Brigadier General, dssistant Commissioner,

Major General 0. O. Howarn,

Commissioner Bureau Refugees, §e.

Memorandum of report of General Gregory for November,

Believes that all the crops are garneréd, and that there is subsistence enough for
all, for the coming year.

The cotton crop, although about half its usual size, will bring more wealth
into the Statc than any previous one has,  This has been made by the freed-
men while in a transition state, and expects largely inercased crops when the
free labor system is developed. The former masters, although disbelieving in
freedom, acknowledge that it will increase the value of property, and infuse a
gpirit of enterprise, and cause more intelligence, virtue and prosperity.

For twenty-one days was in the interior of the State with General Strong, and
addressed 25,000 freedmen and planters, and urged contracting, furnishing forms.
Found few contracts made, and these only verbal. Jindeavored to disabuse their
minds of the maliciously circulated report of the divigion of lands and property
at Christmas. The rumor of the insurrcction is unfounded. The freedmen are
anxious to learn; schools self-sustaining, but lack books and teachers.

Business is little affected by the war; planters are wealthy ; but few cases of
destitution, and these speedily relieved.  The health of the freedmen is good.
The colored man’s testimony is received in some courts, in others exeluded. In
some parts of T'exas, slavery virtually exists. The planters acknowledge their
slaves to be frec, but deny it by their acts, by refusing to pay them. There
are evidences of improvement, however. Has go much territory, that he has
great difficulty in finding a suflicient number of sub-commissioners, and few of
these manifest proper interest in the work.

Is no apprentice law in T'exas, so he cannot apply circular letter, October 4.
Wishes for instructions in this. Military authoritics have rendered all necessary
assistance. Tntends making another tour to last till 1st January, to urge con-
tracting. '
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Summary report of the District of Columbia, by Brevet Brigadier Gencral
John Eaton, jr., assistant commissioner,

Wasuineron, D. C., December 15, 1865,

GENERAL: I have the honor to submit the following report of the operations
of the bureau specially under my direction :

Your circular No. 4, requesting all officers or agents in any way connected
with the care of refugees and freedmen in this department to report to me,
brought together all official statements, and much other valuable information.
Much bad been done by the government and by the bencvolent since this
necesgity first arose, especially during the preceding winter.

A tax levied upon the colored men employed in the staff departments of the
army had furnished the funds from which expenditrres had chiefly been made.

No lands were reported, save those in charge of Captain J. M. Brown, as-
sistant quartermaster, and known as government farms, in Virginia and Mary-
land.

Much had been accomplished in the way of education ; but no definite and
complete report could be made out of the material furnished.

Relief establishments were in existence in this city, and at Freedmen’s Vil-
lage and Muson’s island, under Captain Carse; at Alexandria, under Chaplain
Ferree ; and on the government farms in Maryland, under Lieutenant O’Brien.

The work of reduction had been commenced, but the negrees had gathered
here, as at a city of refuge, for safety from their bitter foes; they saw whence
they came only the tortures and tervors they had eseaped. Many women and
children had no adult male suppert; the men had been run off by the enemy, or
gone into our military service ; they couid not turn back, and the north was
not, generally, inviting to them ; so the work attempted was difficult. But in-
dustry in the cities was over-supplicd, and was being rapidly reduced by the
discontinuance of government work. T'he great armies, too, just coming from
the ficld, left here their surplus servants,

At once 1 began to send out oflicers to explain and enforce the new relations
of whites and blacks in the surrounding country, and, with your approval, with
little regard to territorial limitations.

A hearty spring to industry, it was easily seen, could, so late as the organiza-
tion of the hurcau, do much to raise from the fertile soil something with which
to meet the sure neeessities of the coming winter, There was a general dispo-
sition manifested to take advantage of the inexperience of the negroes; but
they received news not only of their liberty, but its labors, gladly, and gener-
ally arranged for the scason’s work at once, when still at their former homes,
Unfortunately, the old masters often found it diflicult to treat as free those so
lately slaves, and for whose enslavement they had fought so fiercely, and
against whose liberation they had cultivated ignorant prejudices for so many
years, Complaints centred here from a wide extent of country, and were
listened to with the same liberality of boundaries. Families, torn asunder by
the various forms of violence which had become an essential part of slavery,
came with their tears and sighs for rcunion. Now and then an old master,
still holding to the idea of chattels, resisted.

Husbands and wives, fathers and mothers, sons and daughters, brothers and
sisters, limited by no shade of color or grade of intelligence, sought each other
with an ardor and faithfulness sufficient to vindicate the fidelity and affection of
any race—the excited joys of the regathering being equalled only by the pre-
vious sorrows and pains of scparation.

Mothers, on:ce fully assured that the power of slavery was gone, were known
to put forth almost superhuman efforts to regain their children, travelling any
distance, daring any perils, and even beating the pugnacious specimens of Chris-
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tian chivalry in hand-to-hand conflict, and bearing off in triumph the long-sought
child. Wisdom, however, was required in the aid we rendered, for, sometimes,
the mother was not sufficiently emancipated from the brutal ideas of her bondage
to understand the duties of a Christian parent. -

By the application of the various simple instrumentalities at hand, with the
issue of few orders, abuses began to decrease, and the surplus population here
to work off.  Operations of the burcau were specially required, and cqually diffi-
cult to conduct. Congress had fixed liberty in the District of Columbia, and
Maryland for hersclf. Both of these exercised their respective civil tunctions,
and were supposed to have them in full foree, and the adjacent counties of Vir-
ginia sought the same immunities,

-The formal conflict of arms had ceased over all the country, Peace, with its
simple instrumentalitics, was the end and aim of the entire government. The
whole military machinery was being taken down, and transformed to the vses
of peace. 'T'he display of any military power was against the prevailing spirvit. 'We
had, as it were by a “right-about face,” returned to the spirit so averse to war,
which animated ug before the outbreak of the rebellion. A military officer, es-

ecially if he had anything to do with the negro, was found to be peculiarly ab-
Eorrentin sections of the surrounding country.  Indeed, rebels had not altogether
laid down their arms.  Ilere and there a desperado or two still stealthily con-
tinued the struggle, shooting a Union man, or officer, or soldier; or, not daring
to do that, the unarmed and defenceless negro, especially if he dared, in any-
thing, to claim his proper liberty.  On this line the old spirit of slavery remained.
Oaths, amuestics, special pardons, the dower of peace, the demands of self-interest,
with some were not enough; a negro still was the proper object of their warfare,
Fortunately, the military character of the burean was adapted to meet this con-
tinuance of the struggle between the government and slavery.

But the continued exercise of this war power, in the midst of the general re-
duction of the military force, and of the undisturbed ecivil authority, was spe-
cially delicate, and particularly here, at and near the seat of national government,
where it was important to illustrate alike the liberty vouchsafed to the negro,
arrd the magnanimity of the government towards its late mortal cnemies, now
its penitent, secking impartial justice as citizens of the same nation with those
go lately their slaves.

And it has seemed to me proper to regard the entire work of the burcau as an
incident of the war, alike in the exercise of authority and the disbursement of
temporary aid to those absolutely feedy. Refugees, whether white or black,
have become guch as an incident to the war; emancipation itself was decreed as
a military nceessity; slaves of rebels had been transformed into loyal grmies,
and whatever of suffering was thus occasioned, it was plainly the dictates of hu-
manity, and the duty of a government leading civilization, to relieve. Old pre-
cedents of aid to captives of war it was well enough to remember.  But the oc-
casion was worthy of the making a precedent for all time to come, in overcoming
any mere loeal, personal, formal obstacle, in wisc and liberal, yet economical,
execution of the demands of justice and humanity for the refugee and the freed-
man, Accepting this principle, I felt it equally important that the utmost care
and economy should characterize cach disbursement of aid, alike as a duty to
the government and to the individual aided.

Governments, as they approximate to the tyrannical, may, to save themselves
from the violence of the mob, temporarily nurse multitudes into beggary. DBut
republics, dependent on the labor, integrity, and intelligence of the individual,
cannot for a moment afford to cmpty their treasuries, or degrade the self-respect
of any of their individual members, by any such disbursement of supplies as
will encourage beggary, or foster idleness, or other crime.  "The punishment of
crime, the support of pauperism, and the reformation of juvenile and other offenders,

2
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and the aid of all unfortunate, and blind, deaf, idiotic, insane, &e., plainly should
include the idea of industry and self-support.

The negro hag never been a beggar among us; he should not be made such
now, as he drops his chaing, and while he accepts his manhood as a ward of
the government.,  With these views, looking over the facts in the light of your
instructions, I determined to continue @ single establishment for those entirely
unable to support themselves.

Freedmen’s Village, though chiefly a gelf-supporting community, had needful
buildings and accommodations, and was seleeted.  The establishment on Ma-
son’s island was broken up, most of the people going to work and supporting
themselves.

The government farms have been brought forward to the gathering of the
evops, and, with few exceptiong, returned to their owners, as ordered. "Thesefarms
have been cultivated, not as a source of revenue, but as a means of industry to
those who would otherwise have been entirvely supported at government expense.
"Those in Maryland, under eare of Lientenant O’Brien, have furnished an asylum
for the wives and children of many soldiers who joined our army from the midst
of a white population chiefly engaged in aiding the rebellion, and of latc, ac-
cording to athidavits, disposed to class all loyal white soldiers with the negroes,
in their hatred of the Union, and subject them to the same insults.

Gireat efforts have been made to reconcile the labor aud capital thereabouts,
and induce the negroes to engage at industry with private parties.  The bad
faith of employers has prevented success. They would work well anywhere
for kind treatment and fair wages; but one negro unpaid for his faithful ser-
viees, or another bruised and cut by his faithless employer, was enough to
rouse the abhorrence of their companions.

With all the opposition to the true interests of free labor prevalent in the
surrounding community constantly dizturbing the relations of employer and
employé, the freedmen on the government farms in St. Mary’s county, Mary-
land, have proved the advantages of fair treatment and wagds, and good faith,
by producing with great economy of laborv the best erops in that section of the
State. Thirteen hundred acres have been under cultivation, of which 176 acres
were wheat, 630 acres corn, 248 acres tobacco, 240 acres oats, and 6 acres po-
tatoes ; in addition to these were the gardens of the people.  Besides the work
on the crops, barns, fenees, &e., have been built, and other permanent improve-
ments made. 'T'he number of people has averaged about 500 during the season,
about half of whom are laborers, and are paid regular wages. Most of the
remainder carn enough to pay for their rations, while a few, too old or too
young, are dependent.  Besides disseminating through the various agencies at
work in behalf of the freedmen, and through colored churches, the importance
of finding industry outside of the cities, I found it necessary, at an ecarly day,
to establish in this city an intelligence office, to quicken and aid the acquaint-
ance and confidence of those who needed work, and those who desired their
services. Captain Spurgin has charge of this office, where he also hears all
complaints, and listens to all calls for relief from suffering in this city and
Georgetown.  The duties thus performed are of so miscellancous a character
as hardly to admit classification. Prominent among them is the settlement of
difficulties arising between whites and blacks, or among the latter, regarding
contracts, &c., of which cognizance has been taken, and which have generally
been adjusted satisfactorily without the delay and expense of an appeal to the
courts. Attention has been given to the collection of claims against the gov-
ernment for Iabor, and thus the dishonest designs of pretended friends thwarted.
Cases of personal abuse have been of rare occurrence, though oceasionally the
conductor of a street-car, or other person of similar authority, has exereised it
unlawfully to the prejudice of the negro; aid having been given, no case of
unjustifiable assault has gone unpunished.
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Titles to property have been examined and determined where freedmen wished
to purchase.

Cases of destitution becoming known by any means are at once investigated
and proper measures taken for their relief, and a general supervision of the in-
terests of the freedmen, business and social, is being exercised with a satisfactory
degree of success. .

The number reporied as having found employment through the intelligence
office in this city, from July 20 to October 31, is 773; this includes only those
who have contracts registered; probably as many more have been helped to
situations; 729 applications for labor have been filled, many of which were for
families. Several hundred dollars have been paid by employers for labor thus
obtained. Several calls for labor have been reccived from railroad and mining
companies at the north, by which the introduction of a large element of colored
labor is desired. For various reasons these calls have not yet been answered.

An intelligence office has been lately opened at Alexandria, where there is a
large amount of surplus labor.

Until August 21 the medical care of the freedmen remained under the direction
of Colonel R. O. Abbott, medical director, department of Washington. At that
time the freedmen’s hospitals were turned over to this bureau, Surgeon Robert
Reyburn, United States volunteers, having reported for duty in charge of medi-
cal and sanitary affairs.

Campbell hospital having been sceured for the use of the bureau, and pos-
sessing superior advantages for the treatment of patients, the frcedmen’s hospital
in town was dizcontinued, and the patients transferred to Campbell.

In the month of September L'Ouverture hospital, at Alexandria, was also

turned over to the bureau.
~ There are now three hospitals for freedmen in this district—one in Washington,
on(fia in Alexandria, and one at Freedmen’s Village, having in all a capacity of 300
beds.

One assistant surgeon United States volunteers and ten acting assistant sur-
geons are at present on duty. T'wo of the latter are at the government farms in
Maryland, four devote their time to visiting those patients at their homes in
Washington and Alexandria who, with the aid thus rendered, are able to main-
tain themselves; the remainder are on duty in the hospitals.

In Loudon and Fairfax counties, Virginia, having an estimated colored popu-
lation of 9,000, all self-supporting, no medical officers are required.

The whole number sick in the district during the month of October is re-
ported as 2,445, Of these there remained under treatment at the end of the
month 778; 1,585 had been discharged cured; 82 had died.

Comparing the results of cases treated in this and former years a manifest
improvement is visible. In 1863, out of 1,014 patients, 299, or about 30 per
cent., died. In 1864 there were about 1563 deaths out of 3,806 paticnts, or about
4 per cent. During the present year, from the organization of the bureau to’
September 30, out of 6,251 cases treated there were 207 deaths, or about 3 per
cent.

Frequent inspections of the freedmen in the cities have been made, and efforts
to improve their sanitary condition. Owing to the neglect of the municipal au-
thorities to enforee proper cleanliness and hygiene, it has been difficult to attain
any very satisfactory results.

Arrangements having been made with the mayors of Washington and Alex-
- andria by which the care of sick and infirm freedmen, properly residents of those
cities, has been assumed by them, the medical officers of the bureau have received
instructions to devole exclusive attention to those frecedmen who have become
such by the operations of the war.

In addition to the hospital, two extra-diet kitchens are in operation in this city,
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where rations are issued to such sick and infirm, not treated in hospital, as re-
quire them,

It is believed that the present number of medical officers will be amply suffi-
cient to supply all necessities during the coming winter.

In view of the suffering brought upon the poor colored people by high rents,
and the undesirableness of removing any of the buildings at Campbell hospital,
after in possession of the bureau, I ordered some of the barracks separated by
partitions into small tenements for cheap rents. These are now occupied by
such families as are most worthy, and least able to pay the exorbitant rents de-
manded by private parties. Similar tenements are being prepared at Sickles and
Seward barracks, in Alexandria.

The first report of rations issued to freedmen in this District, not including
Alexandria, after the organization of the burcau, was rendered May 31. The
total number of rations then issued daily was 2,574 ; 621 to laborers who paid for
them, and 1,953 to dependents. "I'he exact number of people thus aided cannot
be ascertained, 600 rations daily being distributed at the government soup-house.

In September, Alexandria was added to the District.

October 31, 282 men, 349 women, and 346 children were reported as receiv-
ing rations. Of these 339 werelaborers. 466 rations were issued daily to sick in
hospital and quarters. The total daily issue was 1,270—a decrease since May
31 of 1,304 daily.

The home established by special act of Congress for women and orphans,
conducted by a board of excellent ladies, and located in Georgetown, I have
ordered from time to time supplied with subsistence. It is now also furnished
medical attendance by the bureau. It has at present about 60 inmates.

The calls by refugees for aid have not been numerous.  With few exceptions
it was found that by giving them transportation to their homes, they could re-
lieve the government of further expense by supporting themselves.  No pauper
establishment for their benefit has been opened.  Twelve were reported as re-
ceiving rations October 31. :

No cffort for the freedmen is complete that does not embrace their education,
Most strictly debarred in slavery, as a rule, from letters, or any proper culture,
no pledge of liberty is greater to them than the privilege of learning to read,
cspecially the word of God. Nothing so inspires their hope, or assures their
self-respect, and awakens their efforts for themselves.

If the physician finds his patient rizing and sinking under dizease with the
elevation or depression of his feelings, so much the more shall we find a slave-
sick race, distinguished for nobility and largeness of sensibility, rising or fall.
ing, in working out their freedom, according as we rouse their deeper religious
and moral feelings.

Looking over the facts, I was stung with shame that at the capital of our
nation, distinguished for its liberties and general diffusion of knowledge, the negro
was excluded from auy chance for education. 1 found Congress had been mind-
ful of the subject, and legislated upon it once and again, but foolish old prejudices
had found means of thwarting the faithful and laborious trustees to whom its
exceution was committed. The mayor of Washington had refused to pay them
the funds required by law, s

A school or two had been suffered to exist here among the free negroes for a
(quarter of a century. More recently loyal charity had opened numerous schools,
but generally at great cost, paying rents, and in some cases at disadvantages,
to be overcome only by system.

About town was an abundance of buildings, erected by the government, soon
to be vacated and sold.  Their retention for school purposes would be no outlay,
and slight expense in any form.

If the bureau had the “ control of all subjects relating to refugees and freed-
men from rebel States, or from any district of country within the territory em-
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braced in the operations of the army,” and wag a part of the army, and its opera-
tions a moral and social eampaign, closing the war, I could see no difficulty in

“using . the war power, and the fragments of its material, barracks, &ec., for the
execution of the most fundamental condition in the pledge of emancipation.
Could the nation afford that this great agsurance of hope to the four millions just
emancipated should be blotted out under the dome of the Capitol 7 Everything
but the spirit of rebellion answered me.

It was plain, also, that such effort would be only of the most temporary char-
acter, for Congress would doubtless look to it that the spirit and letter of its
laws for the District no longer suffered such violations, and that the negro had
a fair chance in the race of improvement. _ '

I determined, therefore, in accordance with the spirit of your instructions, to
do what became the burcau for the initiation of what might become a free-school
system for the negroes of the District. 'L'he plan was to secure from among the
buildings, barracks, &e., to be abandoned by the government, enough to aceom-
modate the schools, so arranged in location and classification as to result in giving
the trustees of the colored schools a complete system of grdded schools in cach
district, crowned with a central school for the more advanced.

T'his required an effort to harmonize all the benevolent interests at work here.

Reverend Johin Kimball, lately an army chaplain, an able, faithful, practical,
and at the same timescholarly mau, was clected as superintendent.  All socicties
have found it easy to unite their efforts with his, The honorable 8. J. Bowen,
postmaster of this city, and Dr. Brud, of the board of trustees of colored schools,
have assared me of the aid he has been to them in their difficult work.

In the difficulty of finding lands on which schools for colored persons could
be placed, without being indicted as nuisances by prejudiced citizens, application
was made to Hon. James Harlan, Scerctary of the Interior, for the temporary
use of government lots. He afforded us every fucility.  Congress would greatly
facilitate the education of the colored people if these lots could be granted in
trust to the trustees for this purpose.

The procuring of buildings, to our mind, was soon found impossible, Con-
siderable, however, has been done by Mr. Kimball’s indefatigable efforts, assisted
by the agents of several benevolent associations, especially Mr. A. I5. Newton,
agent New York National and Pennsylvania I'reedmen’s Relief Associations.

At the end of October the superintendent reported 41 schools in operation :
25 in Washington, 4 in Georgetown, 10 in Alexandria, 1 at Freedmen’s Village,
and 1 at Good IHope. The number of teachers was 91, representing the fol-
lowing benevolent associations : A. M. Socicty, Pa. I, R. Association, N. Y. N.
F. R. Association, Pa. I'riends’ Society, African Civilization Society, O. S. R.
Presbyterian school, N. 18, Friends, O. 8. Presbytcrian, N. 8. R. Presbyterian,
American Baptist Free Mission, and American Tract Socicty. Besides the
schools of these societics, there are others, either exclusively private enter-
prises or aided by local societies not reported.

The whole number of scholars reported was 4,884; the average daily
attendance, 3,666; 1,682 studied arithmetic; 1,006, geography; 2564, grammar;
1,296, writing; 153, needlework, and 60, the higher branches.

T'wo schools at the government farms in Maryland, under the auspices of the
New York Society of Iriends, attended by an average of one-hundred and thirty
pupils, have not been definitely reported.

In this city and Georgetown there were also thirteen night schobls, from
which no definite report has been received ; the largest attended by oae hundred
and fifty and the smallest by fifteen pupils—-mostly adults.

There are three industrial schools in operation, conducted by agents of
benevolent societies; two other schools of this kind, oncin Washington and one
in Alexandria, are about being opencd under the direction of the bureau. A
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large amount of material adapted to the wants of these schools has been received
from the Post Office Department and Sanitary Commission.

The advantages of-the Soldiers’ Free Library in this city have been extended
for the benefit of the freedmen, and it will be the depository for all the books
donated to the burean in this District.

Since the date of the last report, other buildings have been sccured and’new
schools opened to meet the constantly ‘inereasing demands of the eolored people
for educational facilities.

It is estimgted that 6,000, or about one-fourth of the entire colored population
in the cities, are now receiving instructions in the schools,

Of the improvement of the pupils the superintendent remarks: My visits
always cncourage me to persevere in this good work. The progress of the
scholars is remarkable under the circumstances.  They are learning very rapidly,
and often surprise me by their ready and correct answers to diffienlt guestions.”

The affaivs of freedmen in the three counties in Virginia assigned to my care
have required comparatively little attention, save in Alexandria.  Captain Hoff
has reported as commissary of subsistence. )

Licutenant Smith, in Ifairfax, and Chaplain Ferree, in Loudon, are occupied
chiefly in forwarding the adjustment of the new velations ot whites and blacks,
No rations are issued in either of these counties, ,

I have endeavored to have a complete census of these counties, and of the
District of Columbia; but, owing to the difliculty of securing soldiers for this
duty, have been only partially suceessful.

Ieturns have been received from Ifairtax county which show a total colored
population of 2,041—1,552 males and 1,389 females.  January 1, 1863, 2,167
of these were slaves, 774 free; 128 are able to read; 1,121 are children under
14 years of age. T'he estimated colored population of the entire District is
33,000,

At Alexandria, Caprain IHambrick’s provost court for freedmen, established
at your request by Major General Augur, has been eminently servieeable in se-
curing justice,

A strong disposition has been gshown on the part of local judges and city
magistrates to consider as still binding the old judicial rules inreference to negro
testimony and suits.

Efforts to punizh by whipping were revived, hut were cheeked by the prompt
order of General Augur.

Aiming steadily at the securing of justice, simple justice, for the negro, in
spite of the remaining disabilities and prejudices of slavery, thoroughly convineed
that this fairly done, the long-disturbing negro question was settled, I have more
than anything clse watched and tried to reach all incidents and influences which
should prompt this among whites and blacks, and especially in the administra-
tion of justice. Some of the police of this city and Georgetown at first were not
disposed to be questioned in regard to their mistreatment of blacks; but that
has passed away under the prompt and faithful attention of Mr. A. C. Richards,
Superintendent of Metropolitan Police.

Licutenant 8. N. Clark, my efficient acting assistant adjutant general, made
repeated examinations in Maryland, in answer to complaints, taking affidavits,
and gathering trustworthy testimony. These reveal an antagonism between
capital and labor hardly to be expected in a State where emancipation came by
the voice of the people, and where the greatest present complaint is scarcity of
labor. A lingering fecling of disloyalty to the government led many otherwise
respectable people to countenance the misdeeds of those prompted to personal
abuse of the negro, by their ignorant prejudices, and his powerlessness to secure
legal address. Cases of personal assault were numerous; the punishment of
any assailant, if white, by the law, was unknown.

‘The same statute which debars the negro the right to testify where his per-
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son is imperilled, applies also where his rights of property are invaded. He
can by no means compel the good faith of his white employer.

The law in Maryland by which, as interpreted, colored children may be ap-
prenticed without the consent of their parents, and the abuse of it, bad as it is,
operate to remove all those who would escape the forced separation of familics,
which formed go sad a feature of slavery. ‘

Even written contracts to labor, including the names of cach member of a
family, have proved insuflicient to protect from apprenticeship those whose age
alone brought them within the scope of the law; and it has oftem happened
that the children taken were the main-stay of aged parents, whose best years
had been spent in unrequited toil for their masters,

The fruits of these abuses have been not alone discouragement and havdship
for the laborer, but uncultivated fields, short crops, and consequent pecuniary
loss to the employer.

Heeding all the privileges of Maryland, as a State which has respected its
constitutional obligations, my endeavor has been to act not so much by direct
authority as to sccure the best possible administration of bad laws, and exer-
cise an influence in favor of their speedy amendment, to aid, as far as I might,
in enforcing order, exacting good faith between employer and employé, pre-
venting injustice and fraud, and promoting the best interests of all classes.

It is gratifving to find the number of complaints steadily decereasing.

Captain J. M. Brown, assistant quartermaster at your headquarters, and for
the burcau in this District, has shown excellent business qualities in the man-
agement of the finances committed to his care.  All required financial reports
have been forwarded.

T'he sources of the fund, and the fund itsclf, are steadily diminishing. In-
deed, the tax should be removed at an early day.

Careful attention to provision against possible suffering during the now trying
portion of the winter bas been given. A steady application of present instru-
mentalities will, it is believed, enable the free people in this vicinity, as industry
appears again in the spring, to relieve the general government from any special
efforts in their behalf. T'his will be specially assured, should Virginia and
Maryland so modify their statutes as to do them justice, and in the local ad-
ministration of laws assure them the inalienable rights of ‘life, liberty, and
the pursuit of happiness.”

Their efforts for themsclves arc more and more wixely directed,

Their road up is still steep, rough, and badly hedged. 'Their friends, too,
often mistake them and treat them as paupers, and their enemies keep up the
old ery of “worthlessness.”

Common sense, good faith, and simple justice would render their road casy,
aud their goal direct and certain.

CONCLUSION,

Although what has been done may eome short of our wishes, more is already
attained than any one dared hope last March, A prudent survey of facts ecannot
fail to encourage ns.

An experience of several years, embracing the scttlement in some form of
nearly all the questions which arize out of the new order of things, and the
peculiarities of feelings and circumstances among black and white south, gives
my convictions of the success of emancipation, whatever temporary evils bad
faith may here and there engender, the assurance of positive knowledge, more
than of the confidence in opinions based on influence.

When first ordered to duty here, consenting to 1emain ouly till the bureau
should be fully organized, I find myself closing this report after it has been in
full operation so many monthg, and, under your faithful and carnest lead, has
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filled page after page with illustrations of the humanities and charities unpar-
alleled in the annals of national history.

Accept iy sincere thanks for your uniform personal kindness and courtesy.

I have the honor to be, very respect(jlly, your obedient servant,
JOHN EATON, Jr.,
Brevet Brigadier General, Assistant Commissioner,
Major General O. O. Howarn,
Commissioncr Bureaw Refugees, §e.

Summary report of North Carolina—Colonel L. TWhittlesey, ssistant Com-
missioner,

RaLgien, N. C., October 15, 1865.
GENERAL: In presenting my first quarterly report of the operations of this
burcan in North Carolina, which I have the honor to forward, I deem it proper
to give a history of its

ORGANIZATION,

On the 22d of June I arrived at Raleigh, with instructions from you to take
the control of all subjects relating to ‘“refugees, freedmen, and abandoned
lands” within this State. I found thesc subjects in much confusion. Hun-
dreds of white refugees, and thousands of blacks, were collected about this and
other towns, occupying every hovel and shanty, living upon governmene rations,
without employment, and without comfort; many dying for want of proper
food and ‘medical supplics. A much larger number, both white and black,
were crowding into the towns, and literally swarming about every depot of sup-
plies to receive their rations. My first effort was to reduce this class of suffer-
ing and idle humanity to order, and te discover how large a proportion of these
applicants were -really deserving of help. The whites, excepting “loyal refu-
gees,” were referred to the military authoritics. o investigate the condition
of refugees and freedmen, and minister to the wants of the destitute, I saw at
once would require the services of a large number of eflicient officers,  As fast
as suitable persons could be selected, application was made to the department
and district commanders for their detail, in accordance with General Order No.
102, War Department, May 31, 1865. In many cases these applications were
unsuccessful, because the officers asked for could not be spared. The diflicul-
ties and delays experienced in obtaining the help needed for a proper organiza-
tion of my work will be seen from the fact that upon thirty-four written re-
quests, in due form, only cleven officers have been detailed by the department
and district commanders.  'With such assistance, however, as could be secured,
I proceeded to divide the State into four general districts, viz : Iastern, western,
southern, and central.  To the castern district I assigned, as superintendent,
Captain Horace James, assistant quartermaster, who was already on the ground,
aud had for a long time been in charge of “contrabands,” under the appoint-
ment of military commanders of the district.  Over the central distriet, Captain
Beal, 9th Maine volunteers, was first appointed superintendent, but he was soon
rclieved by Lieutenant Colonel ). E. Clapp, 3Sth United States colored troops.
The western district was placed under the supervision of Major Smith, 17th
Massachusetts volunteers, who was, however, soon relieved to be mustered out
with bis regiment, and the vacancy has not yet been filled.

The southern disiriet remained without an officer until August 18, when
Major Charles J. WWickersham, assistant adjutant gencral, was assigned as its
superintendent.
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The next step was the division of these four districts into sub-districts. My
first intention was to make each county a sub-district; but the impossibility of
obtaining so large a number of cflicers as this would require compelled me to
embrace from two to cight counties in cach sub-district. The arrangement now
made is as follows : Iastern district has eight (8) sub-districts, central district
has nine (9) sub-districts, western district has gix (6) sub-districts, and the
southern distriet has four (4) sub-districts.

For the 27 sub-districts the whole number of assistant superintendents (inclu-
sive of citizen agents) has been 33, The largest number at any specific time
has been 20, ‘T'he number on duty now is 15. Thus more than half of the
State is still without an oflicer or representative of the burcau.

My organization has been three times almost broken up by the mustering out
of regiments to which my ofticers belonged.  T'he ouly permanent officers, and
such only can be useful in this gerviee, are those detailed by order of the Secere-
tary of War. With this brief history of my cfforts to organize the burcau, I
proceed to state

THE DESIGN AND WORK PROPOSED.

In my circulars Nos. 1 and 2, (copics of which arc herewith enclosed,) the
objeets to be attained are fully stated. Al ofticers of the bureau are instructed—

1st. To aid the destitute, yet in such a way as not to encourage dependence.

2d. To proteet freedmen from injustice,

3d. To assist freedinen in obtaining employment and fair wages for their labor.

4th, To encourage education, intellectual and moral.

Under these four divisions the operations of the burean can best be presented.

RELIEF AFFORDED.

It was evident at the outset that large numbers were drawing rations who
might support themselves,  The street in front of the post commissary’s oftice
was blocked up with vehicles of all the deseriptions peculiar to Noxth Carolina,
and with people who had come from the country around, in some instauces from
a distance of sixty miles, for government rations, T'hese were destitute whites,
and were supplicd by order of the department commander. Our own head-
quarters, and every office of the hureau, was besieged from morning till night
by freedmen, some coming many miles on foot, others in wagons and carts.
The rations issued would scarcely last till they reached home, and in many
instances they were sold before leaving the towns, in exchange for luxuries,
To correct these evils orders were issued that no able-bodied man or woman
should receive supplics, except such as were known to be industrious, and to
be entirely destitute.  Great care was needed to proteet the burcau from impo-
gition, and at the same time to relieve the really deserving., By constant inquiry
and effort the throng of beggars was gradually removed, The homeless and
helpless were gathered in eamps, where shelter and food conld be furnished, and
the sick collected in hospitals, where they could receive proper care.

The statistical reports prepared by Captain Almy, C. S., forwarded herewith,
will show a steady and healthy decrease of the number of dependents from month
to month: In July there were issued 215,285 rations, valued at $44,994 56; in
August there were issued 166,289 rations, valued at $32,664 40; in Septembet
there were issued 137,350 rations, valued at §28,706 15.

Should no unforescen trouble arise, the number will be still further reduced.
But we have in our camps at Roanoke island and Newbern many women and
children, families of scldiers who have died in the scrviee, and refugees from
the interior during the war, for whom permanent provision must be made. Some
of the women might earn their support as servants in northern families, if there
were any organized agency for finding them employment, and means for trans-
porting them north. Many children might be collected in orphah asylume, saved
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from death, and properly educated.  And I earnestly recommend that the ¢sol”
diers’ bounty fund ”” be expended in establishing such institutions, In this con-
nexion may be properly reported the cfforts made in behalf of the sick, At the
organization of the bureau many white refugees were found in a wretched con-
dition. Theze were placed, as far as possible, in hospitals, Some have died,
others have recovered, and been sent back to their homes. But very few of this
class now remain under our control.  "I'he reports prepared by Surgeon Hogan
will show the condition of freedmen hospitals,  In the carly part of the summer
much suffering and mortality ocenrred for want of medical attendance and sup-
plies.  This evil is now being remedied by the cmployment of surgeons by
contract. One is on duty at Beaufort, another at Wilmington, and scveral
others are expected soon,

The whole number of sick under care of the burcau has been 3,771 during
the quarter ending September 30.

PROTECTION,

Regarding this burcau as the appointed instrument for redecning the solemn
pledge of the nation, through its Chict Magistrate, to sceure the rights of freed-
men, I have made every cffort to protect them from wrong. Sudglenly set
free, they were at first exhilarated by the air of liberty, and cmnmittqd some
excesses,  T'o be sure of their freedom, many thought they must leave the old
scencs of oppression, and seck new homes.  Others regarded the property aceu-
mulated by their labor ag in part their own, and demandped a share of it. On
the other hand, 1he former masters, suddenly stripped 6f their wealth, at first
looked upon the freedmen with o mixture of hate and fear.  In thesg circum-
stanees some collisions were inevitable.  The negroes were complained of as
idle, ingolent, and dishonest; while they complained that they were treated with
more cruelty than when they were slaves.  Some were tied up and whipped
without trial, some were driven from their homes without pay for their labor,
without clothing or means of support, others were forbidden to leave on pain
of death, and a fow were shot, or otherwise murdered, Al oflicers of the bureau
were directed, in accordance with your civeular No. 5, to investigate these dif-
ficultics between the two classes, to settle them by coungel and arbitration, as
far as possible to punish light offences by fines or otherwise, and to report more
serioux cases of crime to the military authoritivs for trial. T'he exact number
of eazes heard and decided cumot be given.  They have been so numerous
that ne complete record could he kept.  One oflicer reported that he had heard
and disposed of as many as 180 complaints in a single day.  L'he method pur-
sued may he best presented by eiting a few of the cases, and the action thercon.
Irom the report of Captain Jameg, for Auguzt, 1 quote the following:

“I forward to you, in his own language, a veport of a case which oceurred in
Gates county, on the northern bovder of the State, far away from any influence
of troops, and where the military power of the government had been little felt.
No doubt it illustrates others in similar localities far from garrizsons and north-
ern influences.  The report will repay perusal, and appears to have been han-
aged with admirable tact on the part of Captain Hill: “Reports had reached
me of the way in which David Darker, of Gates county, treated his colored
people, and 1 determined to ascertain for myself their truth.  Accordingly, last
Monday, August 20, accompaniced by a guard of six men trom this post, (Kliza-
heth City,) 1 procceded to his vesidence, about forty miles distant,  Ie is very
wealthy. I ascertained, after due investigation, and after convineing his color-
ed people that I was really their friend, that the worst reports in regard to him
were trie.  Ile had twenty-three negroes on his farm, lavge and small,  Of
these, fourteen were field hands.  They all bore unmistakable evidence of the
way they had been worked—very much undersized, varely exceeding, man or

lix. Doc. 27 11
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woman, 4 feet 6 inchvs; men and women of thirty and forty years of age
looking like boys and girls. It has been his-habit for years to work them from
sunrise to sunset, and often long after, only stopping one hour for dinner—food
always cooked for them to save time. Ie had, and has had for many years, an
old colored man, one-cyed, and worn out in the service, for an overseer or “over-
looker,” as he called himnself. In addition he has two sons at home, one of whom
has made it a point to be with them all summer long—not so much to superin-
tend as to drive. The old colored overseer always went behind the gang with
a cane or whip, and woc betide the unlucky wreteh who did not do continually
his part. He had been brought up to work, and had not the least pity for any
who could not work as well as he.

¢“¢Mr. Parker told me that he had hired his people for the season; that divectly
after the surrender of General Lee, he called them up, told them they were
free; that he was better used to them than to others, and would prefer hiring
them; that Le would give them board and two suits of clothing to stay with
him till the 1st day of January, 1866, and one Sunday suit at the end of that
time; that they consented willingly—in fact, preferred to remain with him, &e.
But from his people I learned that though he did ecall them up, as stated, yet
when onc of them demurred at the offer, his son James flew at him and cuffed
and kicked him; that after that, they were all « perfectly willing to stay ;" they
were watched night and day; that Bob, one of the men, had been kept chained .
nights; that they were actually afraid to try to get away. There was no com-
plaint of the food, nor much of the clothing; but they were in constant terror
of the whip. Only three days before my arrival, Bob had been stripped in the
field and, given fitty lashes, for hitting Adam, the colored over-looker, while
James Parker stood by with a gun, and told him to run if he wanted to; he had
a gun there.  About four weeks before, four of them who went to church and
returned before sunset, were treated to twenty-five lashes cach.  Some were
beaten or whipped almost every day. Having ascertained these and other sim-
ilar facts, I directed him to call them up and pay them from the first of May
last up to the present time. I investigated cach case, taking into consideration
age, family, physical condition, &e., estimating their work from $8 down, and
saw him pay them off then and there, allowing for clothing and medical bill.
I then arrested him and his two sons, and brought them here, except Dr. Jeseph
Parker, whose sister i3 very sick, with all the colored people I thought neces-
sary as witnesses, intending to send them to Newbern for trial.  But on ac-
count of the want of immediate transportation, I concluded to release them on
their giving a bond in the sum of $2,000 to Colonel E. Whittlescy, assistant
commissioner for the State of North Carolina, and to his successors in oflice,
conditional as follows

“‘That whereas David Parker and James Parker have herctofore maltreated
their colored people, and have enforced the compulsory system instead of the
free labor system, now, thercfore, if they, cach of them, shall hereafter well and
kindly treat, and cause to be treated, the hired laborers under their or his charge,
and shall adopt the free labor system in licu of the compulsory system, then
this bond be void and of no effect; otherwise to remain in full force and effeet,
with good security.””

Lieutenant Colonel Clapp, superintendent central district, reports three cases
of cruel beating, which have been investigated, and the offenders turned over to
the military authoritics for trial, besides very many instances of defrauding
freedmen of their wages.

From the reports of Major Wickersham; superintendent of southern district,
I quote the following:

August 24, A. 8. Miller, Bladen county, states that Henry Miller (colored)
neglects to support his family. Action: required Henry Miller to use his wages
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for the support of his wife and children, who have no claims on their former
master, nmll can Jook to no one else than the husband and father for support.
27th. Betsy Powell (colored) states that Mrs, Frank Powell, Columbus county,
has driven her away without pay for her labor. Gave letter to Mrs, Powell,
directing her to pay Betsy for her labor sinee April 27, 1865,

29th. Len Shiner (colored) states that he made an agreement with Mr, David
Russel, of Robeson county, to work and gather his erop, for which he was to
receive subsistence and one-third of the erop, when gathered.  Mr. Russell has
driven him off and refuses to pay.  Wrote to Mr, Russell diveeting him to comply
with terms of agrecment, or furnish satisfactory reasons for not doing so. "L'hese
are but examples of hundreds of complaints heard and acted upon by Major
Wickersham and other officers in the southern district.

The following cases are taken from the report of Captain Barritt, assistant
commissioner, at Charlotte:

Morrison Miller, charged with whipping girl Ilannah (colored.) ound guilty.
Action: ordered to pay said IHannah fifty bushels of corn towards supporting
hergelf and children, two of said children being the offspring of Miller.

Wm. Wallace, charged with whipping Martha (colored.) Guilty. Action:
fined said Wallace $15, with assurance that if the above offence was repeated
the fine would be doubled.

Council Best attempts to defraud six families of their gummer labor by offer-
ing to sell at auction the erop on his leased plantation.  Action: sent military
force and stopped the sale until contract with Iaborers was complied with,

A hundred pages of gimilar reports might be copied, showing, on the one side,
that many freedmen need the presence of some authority to enforee upon them,
their new duties; and on the other, that so far from being true that “there is no
county in which a freedman can he imposed upon,” [speech of Judge Reed in
constitutional convention,] there is no county in which he is not oftener
wronged ; and these wrongs increase just in proportion to their distance from
United States authorities, There has been great improvement, dgring the quar-
ter, in this respect.  The efforts of the bureau to protect the freedmen }mve
done much to restrain violence and injustice.  Such efforts must be continued
until civil government is fully restored, just laws enacted, or great suffering and

_serious disturbance will be the result.

INDUSTRY.

Contrary to the fears and predictions of many, the great mass of colored peo-
ple have remained quictly at work upon the plantationy of their former masters
during the entire summer.  The erowds seen about the towns in the early part
of the season had followed in the wake of the Union army, to eseape from slavery.
After hostilitics ceased, these refugees returned to their homes, so that but few
vagrauts can now be found. In truth a much larger amount of vagrauncy exists
among the whites than among the blacks. It is the alinost uniform report of
officers of the burcau that freedmen are industrious.

T'he report is confirmed by the fact that out of a colored population of nearly
350,000 in the State,only ahout 5,000 are now receiving support from the govern-
ment.  Probably some others are reeciving nid from kind-hearted men who have
enjoyed the benefit of their services from childhood. I'o the general quiet and
industry of this people, there can be no doubt that the efforts of the bureau have
contributed greatly, 1 have visited some of the larger towns, as Wilmington,
Newbern, Goldshoro’, and, hoth by public addresses and pgivate instructions,
counselled the frecdmen to secure employment and maintain themselves, Cap-
tain James has made an extensive tour through the eastern district for the same
purpose, and has cxerted o most happy influence. Lieutenant Colonel Clapp
has spent much of his time in visiting the county seats of the central district,
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and everywhere been listened to by all classes with deep interest.  Other oflicers
have done much good in this way. 'T'hey have visited plantations, explained the
difference between slave and free labor, the nature and the solemn obligation of
contracts. The chief difficulty met with has been a want of confidence between
the two parties. T'he employer, accustomed only to the system of compulsory
labor, is slow to believe that he can sceure fruitful services by the stimulus of
wages. The laborer is unwilling to trust the promises of those for whom he has
toiled all his days without pay. 1Ience but few contracts for long periods have
been effected. The bargains for the present year are gencrally vague, and their
settlement, as the crops arc gathered in, requires much labor.  Ina great majority
of cases the land-owners seem disposed to do justly, and even generously,  And
when this year’s work is done, and the proceeds divided, it is hoped that a large
number of freedmen will enter into contractz for the coming year. They will,
however, labor much more cheerfully for money, with prompt and frequent pay-
ments, than for a share of the crop, for which they must wait twelve months, A
large farmer in Pitt county hires hands by the job, and states that he never saw
negroes work so well.  Another in Lenoir county pays monthly, and is satisfied
go far with the experiment of free labor.  Another obstacle to long contracts was
found in the impression which had hecome prevalent to some degree, <. e, thag
lands were to be given to freedmen by this government. 'T'o correct thiz false
impression I published a circular, No. 3, and dirceted all officers of the hureau to
make it as widely known as possible. I'rom the statistical reports enclosed, it
will be scen that during the quarter 257 written contracts for labor have been
prepared and witnessed ; that the average rate of wages, when paid in money, is
from $8 to $10 per month ; that —— farms are under the control of the burean, and
cultivated for the benefit of freedmen; that acres are under cultivation, and
laborers employed. Many of the farms wererented by agentsof the treasury
ag abandoned lands previous to the establishing of this bureau, and were trans-
ferred to usavith the leases upon them. Nearly all have been restored, to their
owners, undgy the President’s proclamation of amnesty, and our tenure of the
few that remain is so uncertain that I have not deemed it prudent to set apart
any for use of refugees and freedmen, in accordance with the act of Congress
approved March 3, 1865. DBut many frecdmen are taking this matterinto their
own hands, and renting lands from the owners foroncor more years, The follow-
ing communication indicates an interesting movement in this direction,

“KinstoN, N. C., August 16, 1865.

"""" 4 Whereas we, a portin-of -the-frecdmen-of -Lenoir- county, in the State of
North Carolina, being desirous of embracing every facility which the United
States government offers to provide for oursclves the comforts of a permanent
home; and whereas we have felt the importance of mutal labor and mutal in-
terests, and belicving that industry is the basis of progress, and being desirous
of becoming good citizens, showing that the labor spent on us was not thrown
away : Therefore,

“ Be ¥, and it is hereby, resolved, That we form ourselves into a socicty to
purchase homes by joint stock, and for other purposes to he hereafter stated.

“ Be it further resolved, That we raise ten thousand dollars for the purpose
of homesteads, and that the said sum be raized by the 1st of January, 186S.  And
bo it resolved, That this society shall be composed of the best and most re-
liable freedmen in Lenoir county. And it is further proposed to raise the
required amount in the following manner, viz: "I'wo hundred and fifty men will
compose the sociegy, cach to be assessed the sum of forty-cight dollars per annum,
to be paid in monthly instalments of four dollars cach. o

“ANTIHOXNY BLUNT,
«JAMES HARGATE;
«EZEKIEL BLUNT,

“ Commitiee.”
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I am also endeavoring to purchase or rent, for a long period, the landx upon
which houses have been erected by freedmen, so that they may not lose what
has been expended. The most important local interest of this kind is the T'rent
River scttlement. T'he village was carefully laid out by Captain James, and now
containz a population of nearly 3,000, all but about 300 self-supporting.
“Although,” says Captain James, “in interest a part of the city of Newbern,
it lies outside of the corporate limits, and thercfore came under no municipal
regulations.” I therefore issued an order erecting it into a separate municipality.
I imposed a small tax upon the trades and occupations of the people, and
a very moderate ground rent upon the lots, to raise a fund for meeting the neces-
sary expenscs of maintaining the settlement.  They pay these sums with pleas-
ure, deeming them an evidence of citizenship.  IFrom the fund thus raised, the
supcrintendent, assistant superintendent, a clerk, six mwses in the hospital, and
some fiftecen mechanics and laborers employed about the settlement, ave paid.
A good market is now nearly completed, the stalls in which have heen taken up
beforechand at high rates, It needs only the power to sell these people their lots
of land to induce them to put more permanent improvements on them. The
settlement, as such, is by all confessed to be well ordered, quiet, healthy. and
better regulated than the city proper.

EDUCATION.

The quarter has been one of vacation, rather than active work, in this depart-
ment.  Still some progress has been made, and much done to prepare for the
coming auntumn and winter. Rev. I'. A, Fiske, a Massachusetts teacher. has
been appointed superintendent of education, and has devoted himself with energy
to his duties.  I'rom his report it will be seen that the whole number of schools
during the whole or any part of the quarter iz 63, the number of teachers 85, and
the number of scholars 5,624, A few of the schools are self-supporting, and
taught by colored teachers, but the majority are sustained by northern societies
and northern teachers. T'he officers of the burean have, as far as practicable,
assigned buildings for their use, and assisted in ‘making them suitable.  But the
time i3 nearly past when such facilitics can be given. The societies will be
obliged, hereafter, to pay rent for school-rooms, and for teachers’ homes.  The
teachers are engaged in a noble and self-denying work. They report a sur-
prising thirst for knowledge among the colored people, children giving earnest
attention and learning rapidly ; and adults, after the day’s work is done, devoting
the evenings to stundy. In this connexion it may be mentioned, as a,result of
moral instruction, that 512 marriages have been reported and registered, and 42
orphans provided with good homes.

FINANCES,

The financial condition of the bureau is clearly presented in the reports of Cap-
tain James, who, in addition to his dutics as superintendent of the eastern dis-
trict, has acted as financial agent, with the assistance of Captain Seely, assistant
quartermaster. T'he duties of the department have been very great, and have been
faithfully discharged by these officers.  Iu July, Colonel Heaton, agent of the
United States treasury, turned over to the burcau a large amount of real estate
in Wilmington, Newbern, and adjoining counties, which had been leased for
terms varying from one month to one year. The collection of rents from seve-
ral hundred lessees of tenements and farms has been a laborious work.  But the
examination and adjustment of claims for this property, and thé restoration of it
in accordance with the President’s amnesty proclamations, has been more trying
and perplexing. Nearly all, however, is now out of our hands, and uuless a
re-cxamination of these claims is forced upon us by application for rents, on the
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ground that the property was not abandoned, we shall be able hereafter to de-
vote all of our time to our appropriate work.

The following summary of operations presents the leading facts to the forego-
ing report :

Receipts for the quarter. .. ... ... il il $44,013 24
Current CXpenses . ... ...ttt iaiian e &4, 350 34
For soldicrs’ families from bounty fund............ 7,977 25
Remitted to treasury ... oo il il 21, 584 17

— 33,911 76

Balance eredited Qctober 1, 1865 .. oo i i, 11, 001 48

Farms, 128; acres on farms cultivated, 8,540 ; acres of pine lands worked,
about 50,000 ; freedmen employed on farms, 6,102; contracts witnessed, 257 ;
frecdinen employed under them, 1,847 ; marriages registered, 512 ; orphans ap-
prenticed, 42 ; schools established, 63; teachers employed, 85; scholars attend-
ing, 5,642 ; cases of crime reported for trial, 12; cases of difliculty settled, re-
ported in full, 257 ; cases not reported in writing, several thousand ; rations is-
sued, 508,924; value of, dollars, 106,365 11; hospitals, 14 ; sick in hopitals, &e,,
attended by direction of the burean, 54,441 ; deaths, whole number of freedmen
reported, in hospitals, camps, and towns adjoining, 2,680.

Reports of sick and deaths embraces all cases in the vicinity of stations, and
with which the bureau has in any way been connected.

Estimated erops: Cotton, 858,700 pounds; corn, 32,715 bushels; sweet po-
tatoes, 1,000 bushels; turpentine, 5,700 barrels ; tar, 5,808 barrels.

'The number of men engaged in fishing cannot be ascertained.

Many of the officers in command of troops in this department have given me
their hearty support, and my own subordinates have been faithful and zealous
in the discharge of their duties. I am specially indebted to Licutenant ¥, H.
Beecher, *acting assistant adjutant general, for his industry ; to Captain Thomas
P. Johnson, acting assistant quartermaster ; Captain George C. Almey, commis-
sary of subsistence; and Surgeon M. K. Hogan, for their efficient management
of their respective departments.

Very respectfully,
E. WHITTLESEY,
Colonel and Assistant Commissioner.

Major (ieneral O. O. HowaRrbp,

Commissioner of Burcau of Refugees, §e.



