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THE LIBERATOR,
LETTER FROM FREDERICE. DOUGLASS.

05" The following manly -and cogent letter, ad-
dressed to the editor of the N Y. Tribune, and pub-
lished in that paper a fow weeks since, we intended
to lay before” our readers at an earlier period than
this, but its publication has been unavoidably defer-
red by the great pressure of other interesting matter.
How vulgar, small and contemptible does the editor
of the New-York Express, in contrast with the re-
deemed ¢ chattel personal,’ Frederick Douglass®

Graseow, (Scotland,) April 15, 1846.
Mr. GREELEY:

My Dear Sir—I never wrote nor attempted to
write a letter for any other than a strictly antj-sla-
very press; but being greatly encouraged by your
mugnanimity, as shown in copying. my. letter writ-
ten from Belfast, Irelund, to the Liberator at Bos-
ton, I venture 10 send you a few lines, dircet from
my pet. ;

I know not how to thank you for the deep and
lively interest you_ have Leen. pleased to take inithe
cause of my long neglected race, or in whut lan-
guage to express the gratification I feel iu witness-
ing your unwillinguess to lend yoiir aid to * breuk a
bruised reed;’ by adding your weight to the atready
insupportable. burden- to crush, the feeble though
virtuous efforts of oue who is luboring for the emun-
cipation of a people, who, for two long centurics,
have endured, with the utmost patience, a bondage,
one hour of which, in the graphic lunguage of the
immortal Jefferson, is worse than‘uges of that which
your fathers rose in rebellion to oppose.

1t is_such indieations on the part of the press—
which, happily, are multiplying throughout all the
land—that kindle up within mean ardent hope thut
the curse of slavery will not inuch longer be per-
mitted to make ity iron foot-prints in the lacerated
hearts of' my sable brethren, or to spread its foul
mantle of mocal blight, mildew and infumy, over
the otherwise .noble character .of the Aunierican
people. . . .

Iam very sorry to see that some of your imte-
diate neighbors are very much displeased witiy you,
for this act of kindness to myself; and the- enuse of
which Tum an humble advecute 5 and that un at-
tempt has been made, on the part of some of them,
by unsrepresenting.my suyings, motives aud objects |
in this country, to stir up against jue the ulready 00!
bitter antipathy of the Ainerican’ people. I am call-
ed; by way of reproach,d runavny slave. As'ifit
were a crime—an unpiardonable crime—for a man
to tnke his inulienable rights! - If I had:.not run
away, but .settled down  in the degrading avins of
slavery, and mude no effort’to. gain my freedom, it
is quite probable that the leasrned gentleinén, who
now brand ‘me with being a_tniserable runawuy
slave, would have adduced the fact in- proof of the
negro’s adaptation to slavery,and his utter unfitness
for freedom! * There’s no pleasing some people” But
why should ¥Mr. James Brooks feel so much annoy-
.ed by the attention vhown mie in this country, and
so anxious to.excite ‘against me the hatred and!
jealousy of the Auierican people? I can very readi-:
| Iy understand why a-slavéholder—a trader in slaves!
i~—one who has all. his property in human flesh,!
‘hlinded by ignorance as to. his own best interesty
;and under the dominion of violent passions engen-
dered by the possession. of discrefionury snd irre-
sponisible power over the badies and souls of his
victims—aceustomed to the inhuman sight of ‘men
and women sold at auction in company wiih horses,
sheep and swine, and in_every way ‘treated more;
“like brutes than” human deings—should repine-at’
tny success, anid, in. his blindness, seek tu throw
.every diseouragement and obstacle in . the way :of
-the slave’s emauncipation. . But why a New-York
editor, horn aud reared’ in the: State’ of Maine, far
-removed from the contaminated and pestilential ats
‘mesphere of- sluvery, should pursue such a course,
.is not so apparent. . I will not,’ however, stop- here
to ascertain the cause, but_deal: with fact;. and 1
“capnot better do this than by giving your readers a
“simple. and undiszuised statemeut of the motives
and objects of iny visit to this country. T feel it.
_but just to myself ‘to do ‘so, since I have beén de-;
‘nounced by the New-York: Expressus-a ¢glib-;
-tongued scoundrel,’ and gravely charged, in jts own ;
‘elegant and dignified languasge, with ‘running n;

muck in greedy-cared Britain against America, Hs:
people, its tastitutions, aud even against its peace.’
. Of the low and vulgar epithets, coupled with the
false amd somewhat wmalictous charges, very fitile |
uneed be said. - 1 am -used to them. - Their force is’
lost upon me, in the frequency of their application.
:¥ was reared where they were in the most common
.use. They form alarge and very important portiot
‘of the vocabulury’of characters knows in the South
“as’plantation ¢ negro drivers) A slaveholding gen-
tlerban would scorn to use them.  He leaves them
;to_find their way :into the world of - sonnd, through
i the polluted lips of his hired ¢ negro driver’—a be-
.ing for whom the haughty slaveholider feels incor-
! purably more contempt thau’ he féels towhard “his
islave.” ‘And for the best of “ill reasolis—he kriows
the slave 1o “be degraded, because- hé - cannot -lielp
himself; buta- white!-¢ negro .. driver’: is degraded,
beenvse of original, ingrained meanuess. . It Lagree
with the slaveholders in nothing else, I can.say 1
agree With them in all their  burning contempt for
@ ¢negro driver, : whether born North or South.
Such ‘epithets will have no prejudicinl effect against
me on-the miiid of* the class-of American. people,
whose good: opision " I gincerely. desire .tp cultivate
and deserve. "And it.is to:these,] would address
this_brief word of explanation. T T
; isit to this country is

-The object; then, of “my; visit 10 this 4
simply to give such an exposition of” the déegrading
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influence of slavery upon the mastér and his abet-
tors as well as ‘upon the slive-—~to excite such an
intelligent interest on the subject of' ‘Anierican sla-
very—us may re-act upon thut. couuntry, und tend to
shame her out of her adhesion to n system which
all must confess'to’ be at variance witli justice, re-
pugnant to Christianity, and at war with her own
free institutions, * ¢ ‘The head and -front of my of-
fending - hath this extent, no more.? I am.one of
those who think the best friend of a uation is. he
who most faithlully. rebukes her for her sins—
and he her worst enemny, who, under the specious
and’ popular garb of patriotisin, secks to ‘excuse,
palliste, and defend them. America has much tnore
to fenr from such than all the rebukes of the aboli-
tionists at home. or abroad. .o e e
* T awm devertheless wiva t the wisdom of ex-
posing the sius of “61& Fiution in_tlie ear of "anotlier
hus been seriously-questioned by good and clear-
sighted people, hoth.on this and. on your side of the
Atlantic. . And the thoughtis not without its weight
upon my: own mind. T um satisfied that there are
many evils whieh can be best removed hy coufining
our efforts to_the immediate locality where. such
evils exist. . This, however, is-by no means the ease
with the system of'stavery. " It is such a giant sin—
such.a monstrous aggregation of iniguily, so hard-
ening to the human heart, sa destructive to the
moral sense, and so, well calculuted 1o heget a
churacter in every one aronnd it ivorable to its
own cantinuance, that | feel not only at liberty, but
abundantly justified in appealing to the whole world
to aid in its removal.  Slavery exiats in the:United
States because 1L 18 reputable, and it isreputable in
the United Swites because it is not disreputable ont
of the United States us it onght to be, and it is not
sa disreputable out of the United Stutes as it ought
to be because its characier is 10t so well known as
it ought 10 bie. * Believing this most firinly,.and be-
ing a lover of Freedom, a hater of Slavery, one who
has felt the bloody whip and worn the galling chain
—sincerely nnd earnestly longing for the deliver-
ance of my sable brethren from their awful bondage,
I am’'bonund 1o expose its churacter, swhenever and
wherever an opportunity is afforded wme.: 1would
altraet to it the attention of the world. » T wonld fix
upon it the piercing eye of insulted Liberty. I
would arraign it at the bar of Eterral Justice, aud
sumtion the Universe to witnessagainst it. I would
coucentrate aguainst it the moral and religious senti-
ment of Christinn' people of every ¢ clasy, color and
clime.” I would have the guilty sluveholder see his
condemnation written onevery human fuce, and hear
it procluimed in every human voice, till, overwhelin-
ed with shame and confusion, he resolved to cease
his wicked 'cdourse, undo the heavy burden, and let
the oppressed go free.
. The people in this country who take the deepest
interest in the removal of Slavery from Awmerica,
and the spread of Liberty throughout the world, are
the sume who oppose the bloody spirit of war, and
are earnestly laboring to ‘spread the blessings of
peace all over the globe. 1 have ever fonnd the
abolitionists of this country, the warmest friends of
America and American iustitutions, I have fre-
quently seen iu their houses, and sometimes occu-
pying the most couspicnous places in their parlors,
the American Declaration of Independence.
Anaged anti-slavery gentleman in Dublin, with
wliom Thad the honor several times to dine during
my stay i that city, has the fleclaration of Inde-
pendence and a number of the portraits of the dis-
tinguished founders of the American Republic. He
bouzht themn many years ago, in token of his admi-
ra‘ion of the men and their principles. But, said
he, after speaking of the sentiments of the Declara-
tion—looking up asit hung in a costly frame—I am
often tempted to turn its face to the wall, it is such
a palpable contradiciion of the spirit and p ices
of the American peaple at this time. = This instru-
ment was once’ the watchword of Freedom in this
“land, and the American people were regarded as the
! best friends and truest representatives of thut sncred
cause. But they are not so regarded now. ‘Fley
have allowed the crowned heads of Europe 10 out-
strip them.  While Great Britain has emancipated
all her sluves, and is laboring to extend the bless-
ings of Liberty whevever her power is felt, it seeins,
in the langunge of John Quiney  Adnms, that the
preservation, propagation and perpetuation of slave-
ry is the vitul and animmting epirit of the American
Government. Even Hayti, the black™ Rep iblie, is
not to be' spared ; the spirit of Freedomn, which a

sanguinary and nmbitious despat conld not erush or

extingnish, is to be exterminated by the fice Amer-
ican Republic, because that spirit is dangerous to
slave %Vhile the people of this conntry see such
fucts and indications, as well as the great fuct that
three iiillions of people are held in the most abject
bondage, deprived of all their God-given rights—
denied by law and public opinion to'learn to read
the sucied Scriptures, by u people professing -the
largest liberty and devotion to the religion of Jesus
Christ~—while - they see this. monstrons anomaly,
they must look elsewhere for.a paragon of civil and
religious freedom. Sir, 1 am éarnestly and anxious-
Iy laboring.to wipe off this foul blot from the other-
wige fiir - fame of the* Americau. people,’ that they
may accotaplish in behalf of human freedom that
which their exalted. position among the nations of
the earth amply, fits them to do... Would they but
arise in their moral majesty and might—repent and
purify themselves from this foul crime—break the
galling fetters) and- restore the long lost'rights to
the sable bondmen in their midst—they would en-
circle her name with a wreath of imperishable glory.
Her light would indeed break forth as the morning
—its brilliant beats would flash across the Atlantic,
and illuminate the Eastern world.
© . T am. dear sir. verv gratefullv vours. .
FREDERICK DOUGLASS.
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