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HOW FREDERICK DOUGLASS GOT IS NAME.

In the first number of The Century
Magazme (November) Frederick Doug-
lass tells for the first time the manner of
his escape from Ms]av‘ery The account
takes him to New Bedford, where he first
obtained steady work, and where he got
hig name, as follows:

Once initiated into my new life of free-
dom, and assured by Mr. Johnson that I
need not fear recapture in that city, a
comparatively unimportant question arose
asto the name by whicn I should beknown
thereafter in my new relation as a free
man., ‘The:name given me by my dear
mother was no less pretentious and:long
than Frederick Augustus Washington
Buoiley.” I had, however, while living in
Maryland, dispensed with the Augustus
‘Washington, and retained only Frederick
Bailey. Between Baltimore and New-
Bedford, the better to conceal myself from
the slave-bunters, I had parted with
Builey and called myself Johnson; but
in New Bedford I found that the John-
son’ family was already.so numerous as to
cause gome confusion in. distinguishing
them, hence a change in this name seemed
desirable, ' Nathan: Johnson, mine host,
placed great emphasis ‘upon this neces
sity, and wished e to allow him to select
2 name for .me, . L cousented and he\
called me by. my present name—the one
by which I ha,ve been known for three
and forty . years——E:edenck Douglags.
Mr, Johpson had just been reading *“ The
Lady of the Lake,” and so pleagsed was
he w1th its great character that he wished
me to bear ‘hig name. Since reading that
chm-mmg ‘poem myself, I have, often
thought that, considering the noble hos-
pitality, and manly; character of Nathan

that if any slave-catch 'had entered hxs
domicile with & view ; 'my recapture,
Johnson would have. shown himself like
Inn; of the “« stalwart hantf,. 3
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