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‘LETTER PRDM E‘BBDERICK DO'D'GLASS.

' To the Ltlltor qf tfze Ltbcratnr

'vDEA" Fnlswn——Forthe bake ofour lghtec suuxse,

publwan, that Mr. A.C. C. ’I‘hompson Nol101, Mm’-

kct-street, YVIlmmgton, has undertaken to- mvnhdaté
my- testimony: against the slaveholders, whose names:

I have made prominent in the narxative of my e
vience while i in‘slavery. " e

Siavenvlaergand glave- traders never betray greater
mdxscrehon, tban when they venture to defend them-
selves, or their; ‘system of p]under, in any:othere com:
munity than‘a slaveholding one. Slavery hasits own

standard of. monllly, huminity, Jushce, and Christ!
ianity.” “Tried by that standard, it isa syslem of ‘the
greatest. “kindness to thé shve—-snnctmmd by the
purest morallty—m perfect agteement with. justice—
and, of course, .not incensistent with Chnstm.mty_
But, tried- by any other, it ‘is doowned. to gotidemna-
tion. " The naked relation of master and sléive is one
of those nionsters of dzu-kness, ta \vhom the light of
truth is death ! The wise. ones. among the slavehold-
ers know this, nnd they studiously avoid doing any
thing, which, in their judgment, tends to elicit truth.
They seem fully to understand, that their'safetyis in
their ‘silence. © They may_ have learncd this' wisdom
from* Junius, who counselled his’ opponent, § u' Wll-
liam Draper, when defending Lord Granby, never to
attract attention’to a character, which would only
pass without condomnatnon, when ‘it passed thhout
observation.

{ am now almost too far away to answer this’ at-
tempted refutation by Mr. Thompsnn Ifear. hisnr-
ticle will bé forgouen, before you get my reply. -1,
'howcver, think the whole thing..worth : reviving,
a8’ it'is seldom we have so good. g case for dissection.
In any country but the United States; I m:ght hope
to get a henrmg throug.l the columnsg of thé paper in
which I was attacked. But this would be inconsis-
tent with American usage and magnanimity. It would
be folly to expect such a hearing. - They might.pos-
sibly advertisc me as a runzway slave, n;md share the
reward of my apprehension ;. but on no other condi-
tion would they nl]ow my reply a place in theu‘ col-
umns.

In this, however, 1 mny Judge the ‘Repub_ncan
harah]y It may be that, having admitted Mr. ‘Thomp-
son’s article, the editor will think it but fair—negro
though I am—to allow my reply an insertion. . .

Inreplying to Mr. Thompson, I shall proceed as I
usuully do in preachmg the slaveholder’s sermon,—
dividing the eubject under two geneml heads, as fol-
lows :—

-1st. The statement of Mr. Thompson, in conﬁrma-
tion of the truth of my narrative.

2ndly. His denials of its truthfulness.

Under | the first, 1 beg Mr. Thompson to accept my
thanks for his full, free and unsolicited testimony; in
regard to my identity. There now need be no doubt
on that point, however much there might have been
before. = Your testimony, Mr. Thompson, has settled
the question forever. ‘I give you the fullest. credit
for the deed, saying nothing of the motive. But for
you, sir, the pro-slu,very people’'in the North - r:i)ght
have persisted, with some show of reason, in repre-
Bentmg me as being ‘an- imposter—a fice negro who
had never been south of Mason & Dixon’s line—one
whom the ubo!lllomsts acting on-the jesuitical prin-
ciple, that the end Justlﬁes the means, had educated
and sent forth to attract attention to their faltering
cause. I am greatly indebted to you, sir, for silencing
these truly prejudicial insinuations. I wish I'esuld
make you understand the amount ofservxcc you have
done me. You have complelely tripped.up the heels
of your pro-slavery friends, and laid them flat at my
feet. - You have done a piece of  anti-slavery -work,
which no anti-slavery man could do.” Our ¢cautious and
truth-loving people in New-England would never
have believed this testimony, in proof of my identi-
ty, had it been borne by an abolitionist. -Not that
they really think an abelitionist capable -of bearing
false witness. intentionally; ~but such hpersvus are
thought fanatical, and to look at every thing through
o distorted medium. . They will believe you—they
will believe a slnveholder. _ They have, some how or
other, imbibed (and 1 confess strangely enough) the
idea that persons such as yourself are dispassionate,
impartial and " disinterested, and therefore capable of
giving a fair representatiun of things connected with
slavery. Now, under these circumstances, your tes-
timony is of the utmost importance. It will serve to
give effect to my exposures of slavery, bothat home
and abroad. 1 hope I shall' not administer to your,
vanity when 1'tell you that you scem to have been
raised up for this purpose! I came. to this land with
the highest testimonials from some of the most intel-
ligent and distinguished abolitionists in .the United
States; yet some here have entertained and expressed
doubt as to :whether I have ever been o slave. You
may easily imagine the perplexing and ewbarrassing
nature of my situation, and how anxious I must have
been to be relieved from it. You, sir, have relieved
me.. I now stand before both the American and Brit-
ish public, endorsed by you as being just what I
have ever represented myse]f fo be—to wit;an ﬂmcr-
zcan slaze.

 You say, ¢ 1 knﬂ\v thns recreant slave by the name
of Frederick Bailey' (instead of Douglass.) Yes, that
was my name; and, leaving out the term recreant,

which savors a little of bitterness, your testimony is
direct and perfect—just what I have long wanted.
But you are not yet satisfied. You seem determined
to bear the most ample testimony in my favor. You
say you knew me when 1 lived with ‘Mr. Covey.—
* And with most of the perscns’ mentioned in my nar-
rative, ¢you are intimately acquainted.’ This is ex-
cellent. Then Mr. Edward Covey is not a creature of
my imagination, but really did, and may yet-exist. -
You thus brush away the misérable insinuation- of
my northern pro- -slavery enzmies, that 1 have used
fictitious not real names. You say-'- Col. Lloyd was a
wealthy planter. . Mr. Gore was once an overseer.for
.Col. Lloyd, but is now living near St. Mlchael’s, is
respected, and: [you] believe he is a.member of the
‘Methodist Episcopal’ Church: Mr. Thomas Auld is
an honorable and worthy member of - the ‘Methodist
Episcopal Church. Mr. Covey, too, is 2’ member of
the Methodist church and all that can be said ofhm.\
is, that he is a goud Christian," &ec. &e. Do allow
me, once more, to thank you for:this triumphant vin-
dication of thé-truth of my statlements; ‘and 1o show
you how hlghly Ivalue your testlmnny, 1'will mi'orm
you that L am now publxshmg a second edition ofmy
narrative in this country, having already dxsposed of
the first.- I will insert your-article with my reply as
an appendix to the edition now in progress: "If you
find any fault with my frequent thanks, you may find
‘some excuse for me in the fact, that I have serious
fears that you will be but "poorly. thanked by those
whose characters you lm.ve felt it your - du!.y to.de-
fend. I am almost certain they -will regard you as
running before you were sent, and as having spoken
when you shoutd have been silent. " Under these try-
ing c:rcumxt:mces, it is evxdenﬂy the duty of those
mu:rest.gd_ in your welfnre to extend to you such _wqrds
of’ consolation &s may ease, if not remove, the pain of
your sad disappointment ! But enough of this.*.
Now, then, to the second part--oryour ‘denials. “You
n.re conﬁdent 1 dd not. write the book'; and the’ rea-
son of your conﬁdence is, that’ when' ‘you Lnew me, I
was an unlearned: and ratheran mdmury negro. Well,
I have to admit I was rather an ordinary negro when
you knew me, and l do net’ claim'to be a-very extm—
ordmary one’ now But you Lnew me “an

ger.
Well whep I hved w:th BMF. .Covey
bsrd and whlpt 80 oﬂen, that’ my'e

free hﬂ_jsr
Douglass’

ce melt hig focs, ‘Lip sume I mmhr. sur-

“'mon sufficient fortitude - to'look you full ‘in’the. face s

and were. - you to nttempt to. make a’ s]nve of mie, lt is,
possible you mxght find fne almost as dlsng !
subject, as wus the Douglnss to whom I lmv

a gnan‘ changc in mev e ; ) .
I trust 1 have now e(plumed away your reagon fot

u;mkmg I did not write the narrative in questlon.

You nextdeny: the éxisten: " such’ cruelly in
Mnry]nnd as I reyeali in my narrative ;:and ask, with
truly marvellous simplicity, tconld. it be: poss:ble ,
chantnble, feelmg nien could, murder-haman bemcrs
with as little Temorse as the nnrratxve of this/ mi‘amous
libeller wotild make’ us believe ; H nd that the lawa of
lVI'\r_ylund wluch opemte ahke upon black'and \\7hite,

_bond and free, cuuld . permit . such foul murders. to

Ppass unnoticed . ¢ No, you sRYy;. tit-is xmposuible.
I.am not to determme what charitable, feeling:“men
can do; but; to'show what Maryland slaveholders

_actually do, their chantable feelmg is to be deter-

mined by their. deeds, and not their dee
charitable feelings. The cowskin makes .as dcep a
gash in my flesh; when wielded by a; prafesaed saint;
as it'does ‘when ‘wielded 'by ‘an-open 'sinner, . The
deadly musket does as fital exccution ‘whei its ‘mg-
ger is pulled by Austm Gore, the Chiristian, as’ when
the same is done by Beal Bondly, thie infidel,” The
best way to ascertain what those charitable, feeling

~mgn can do, will be to.point you to the laws- ‘made by

them, and whichyou’ say operate alike upon the w hite
and the black, the bond and the free:” By’ consu]nng
the statute laws of Maryland, you will finid the, fol-
lowing :— 3¢ Any slave .for rambling in the night,
or riding horscs in.the dny time without leave,; or run-
ning away, may be pumshed by. whipping, cropping,
branding in: the cheek, ‘or otbcrwxsewnot rendermg
him unfit for labor.’—p. 337, L
.. Then" another :—[7.¢ Any slava convnctc’i of‘petty
treason, murder, or wilful burning of dwe]]mg-?houses,
may. be gentenced to have tho rlght hand cut off; to
be hanged in the usual way—his head severed’ “from
his body—the ‘body divided into four ‘quarters, nnd
the head and quarters st up in the most public: place
where such act was committed. *—Page 190..£7 -

;. Now, Mr: Thompson when you consider with what

" ease a slave may" be convxcted of ‘any one ox'all’ of

these crimés, how bloody and atrocious do tiose laws
appenr‘_ Yet, sir, they .are bul ‘the breath of those
pious and rhantab]e feeling men, whom you would
defend. . I am’sure 1 have recorded-in my narrative,
nothmg 50 rewxltmgly cruel; murderous, undmfernnl
as may be' found in’ your own statule' book'.

You say that the laws of. Maryland opcmte aﬂ’Jko

" upon the white and black,. the bond and free.. If yrou

mean by. this; that ‘the parties named. are all equally

protected by law,.you perpetrate a falsehood as bigas

that told’ by President Polk in his ma.ugurnl address.
It is o notorious ﬁmt, even on this srde the Atlamntic,
that a black” man” cannot testrfy against.a white .in

. any court in. Mnryland or any’ other slave State. ' If

you do not know this, you are more than ordinarily

. ignorant, and are to be pmed rather thnn censured.

I will not say ‘tthat the delectnon of this falschood
proves all you . have said o be false’—for .[ wish, to
avail myself of your testlmony, in regard to my iden-
tity,—but [ will say, you have made vaurself'very lia-
ble to suspicion. :

I will close theése remnrks by saying, your post.tlve
opposition to slavery. is fully evplnmed and will be
well understood by nnh-sluvery men, when you say’
the evil of the system does nat fall upon the slave,
but 1he slaveholder.” “This is like saying that' the

-evil of being burntis not felt by the person burnt, but
by him who kindles ub the fire ahout him_ " *

FREDERICK DOUGL‘ASS.I
Perth, (Scotland,) 27th Jafi. 1846. .
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