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REPORT ON THE DRED SCOTT DECISION.

In the New York Legislature, April 9th,’ the Joint
Sommittee of the Scnate and Assembly, appointed to
consider and report what messures, if any, the Lezis-
lature of New York ought to adopt to protect the con-
stitutionnl rights of her citizens against the serious and
alarming doctrines of the Supreme Court of the United
States in the decision of the case of Dred Scott, made
a eluborate and able report, which, after stating the
various points assumed in that decision, concludes as
follows :—. R ’

- The proposition which, the majority of the Court
laid down in deciding:tho guestion legitimately he-
fora -them~—siz.; that.no’ man ‘of the Afriean ‘race,
descended - however :remotely from .n slave, is a citi-
zen ‘of the- United States though born'a freeman,
and - his- ancestors for many gancrations -hofore him
also freemen, and: though nincty-nine parts out of
one hundred of the blaad which “runs in his veins is
Angly-Saxon, and - his skin whiter, his heart ‘pirer,
and lis head clearer than thoss of the judge who
outlaws him, and though his father may have fallen
in the battle of New Orleans, on the glorious eighth
of Janaary, at the call of our Jackson, or his grand-
father scrved with honor, or died in batile under our
Washington, is a violation of the:sacred prineiples
announcad in our Dzelaratton of Independance; hos-
tile to the spirit of our institutions and the'nga in
which welive, a departure from the libaral doctriues
of the common- law, and ‘opposed to the weirht of
judicial authority in this eountry and England,
*..Your Committes have ne hesitation in expressing
the opinian that this decision is ere and ought
to_ho overruled ; that they balieve it will -ba over-
ruled as soon a8.the freo’States have their Jjust repre-
sentation on the benoh of that Court. - - -

: The attention of your Cominittes was nrrested by
o proposition, stated:hy Chief Justice Taney in-the
ol!:inion o delivered, 23 tho organ of a ‘majority of
the .Court, in:the following words:- ¢ They  (the
colored race) kad ‘no. rights which white men were
bound to'respéet.’. . Your-Committee cannot forbear
to characterize  this proposition ‘ns inhuman, wn-~
christian, alrocious—-—'(}}s"mceﬁll to the judga-who
uttered it, and o the tribunal which sanctionad 'it.
- The'maost censurable part of the conduct of thesa
five pro-slavery judges yot remains to ho stated; nind
it :is this: The five cunstitutional questions above
stated, which were not involved in'the.point heforo
the Court for decision, and upon which, in violation
of judicial decorum and established precedents, they
volunteered “opinions, “have; within- the “last’ two
years, hecome politieal ‘and party -questions; ‘have
divided the two great politienl parties of thocoun~
try; and that division, unfortunately, has assumed
n sectional character.  These five judges are all loca-
ted in’the' pro-slavery section, and identified with
the pro-slavery {m-ty.'* Undor:such circumstances,
if true manly de icacy did not, & decent respect : for
the feclings and opinions of the friends of frec'insti-
tutions. should have restrained  them from ‘uttering
a-singlo word, not-necessary.to’ the décision  of th

uestion before them.- Yet how widoly difforent, was
their conduct ! :They volunteered; ‘aeninst deegram
and precadent, 't identify themseclves and our great
National Court with a seetional party; and to bring
down. the h‘iﬁh “tribunal from the loﬂy place it has
hitherto - filled in’tho réverential respect of the ma-
tion, -t the’arena of: ~party -and -scctional strife,
They have destroyed the confidence of the ‘people in
the Court, by stampiug upon it o black .mark of

scetional nartizanahin Mhaw have maraaean’ wleana
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‘themselves and the Court they control, in the front
frank of pro-slavery propagandism, and offensive
agereasion upon the rights of the free States.

“Your Committee cannot omit to notice, in this
conneetion, the time selected by these five judges for
taking ground officially with the pro-slavery part
of the country. That time was strikingly propi-
tions to protect them from impeachiment, and-accom-

“ plish_their purpose. - A new pro-slavery, sectional
Administration was just being inaugurated, and
consoquently had the whole patronage of the Fed-
eral Goverminent to aid in screening these partisan
jadzes from merited punishment, and produce acqui-
csechee in their ultra pro-slavery, unconstitutional
doetrines. The fate of Kansas, too, was then im-
pending, and these doctrines, if carried out, would
consign her to the deadly embrace of slavery. Your
Committee reluctantly admit the thought that the
national ermine was used to cover and effect such an
unhallowed purpose; but they have scen too many
evidences of the desperate acts to which pro-slavery
fanaticism leads men subject to its influence to lay
aside the fearful apprehiension that our National
“Court has heen brought under its dominion.

The Supreme Court of the United States was es-
tablished by our forefathers to secure a fuir and
enlightened exposition of the Constitution; and an
‘independent and impartial adjudication of eonstitu-
tionul questions, and thereby preservo the rights of
the soveral States and tho citizens thercof.  The in-
fluence and power of the Court having now heen
marshalled on the side of pro-slavery propagandism,
and against the rights of the citizens of the free
States, it no longer accomplishes the purposes of the
institution. The rafety and peace of the nation re-
quire its reorganization, 80 as to admit into it a fair
und cqual representation from the free States, ac-
cording to the ratio of population between the free
and slave States, which can and ought promptly
to b2 done by act of Congress. Until this measure
is accomplished, it is manifestly the duty of this
State to take and maintnin a firm stand against the
encraachments of slavery, and keep this direful evil
out of her horders. -

f'o this end, your Committeo announce and rec-
ommend the adoption of the proposition that slavery
shall never pollute the free soil of. the Empire State,
let the consequences be what they may ; and in mak-
ing this declaration, we place the Empire State on
the Republican dactrines of 1798; known as the
¢ Virginia Resolutions,” which wero acquicsced in by
the great Republican party of that day, and are in
the following words :—

Resolved, That this Assembly doth explicitly and
Frempmrily declare that it views the powers of the

e lernl Government as resulting from the compact, to
which the States are partics, as limited by the plain
sense and intention of the instrument constituting that
compact; as no further valid than they are authorized
by the grants cnumerated in that compact; and that
in case of a deliberate, palpable and dangerous cxer-
cise of other powers, not granted by the said compnet,
the States, who are the parties thereto, have the right,
and are in duty bound, to interpose for arresting the
progress of the evil, and for maintaining within their
respoetive limits the authorities, rights and liberties
appertaining to them.

Do carry into effect this proposition, your Com-
mittza recommend the adoption of the resolutions
“herewith presented, and the passago of an act enti-
tled © An uct to secure freedom to all persons within
this State,” herewith also presented.

Sawuer A. Foor, Epwarp M. Manpeyx,
M. Lixpuey Leg, . doux 1. lloncEnooy,
Joux II. Woosrer, 1lexry W. BecEwiTIL

Albany, April 9, 1857,

Resaloed, That this State will not allow slavery
within its borders, in any form, or under any pretence,
for any time, however short, LET TITE CONSE-
QUENCES BE WIIAT THEY MAY.

Resoloed, That the Supreme Court of the United
States, by reason of the decision of a majority of its
Judges, having identified itself with a scctional and
amzressive party, has lost the confidence and respect
of the people of this State.

Resalved, That the Governor of this State be, and is
hereby, respectfully requested to transmit a copy of
these resolutions to the respective Governors of the
States of this Union.

['Theso 1esolutions were adopted as reported, strik-
out the declavation printed in capitals, by a vote of 17
to 10 in the Senate, and of 42 to 26 in the Ilouse.]

The bill provides in section 1, that no descent, near
or remote, from an African, whether slave or free, of

. any-color, shall prevent. any person from hecoming o
citizen of this State, nor deprive him of the rights of
citizenship. :

Seclion 2 provides that every slave brought into
this State involuntarily or by consent of the owncrs,

. shall be free.

Section 3 makes it felony to hold, as a slave under
any circumstances or for any time, in this State, any
person mentioned in the 2d section, and punishes the
same by imprisonment for not less than two years,
nor more than ten.
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