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SLAVERY NATIONALIZED--THE CASE
OF DRED SCOTT.

At length it has been judicially detormined that ours
is a slaveholding nation. Tho full extent to which the
recent decision of the U. 8. Bupreme Court, in the case
of Dred Scott, has gone, and tho consequences which
are to flow fromit, will not be likely to be fully compre-
hended at ita first announcement. The people of the
frec states will be slow to beliovo that the highest ju-
dicial tribunal in the land has deliberately decided that
theé sovereignty of the atates themselves is not equal to
the maintenance of liborty within their own borders.
Yet such s this decision.  When Massachusectts men
and New Yorkers, the peoplo of Connecticut and Ohio,
when the Green Mountain hoys and the men of the
young West, come fully to rcalize that their cherished
pride in the frecedom and sovercignty of their own
states is but an illusion, and that their own soil is to be
blackened by the iread of tho slaveholdor without
power of rosistance, then—if there be not arousod
among thein a spirit of resistance and imlignation
which shall wipe out this decision and all its results,
a8 the lightning wipes out the object it falls upon-—then
indeed, are the days of our republic numbered, and the
patriot shall sce light only boyond the storms of revo-
lution and blood.

Hitherto the controversy on tho alavery question has
turned upon the question of the logality of slavery im the
territorics, underthe constitution and laws of the United
States. At the North we have maintained that the terri-
torits wero tho property and posscssion of the Federal
government, held in trust, it is true, for the benefit of the
people of the several ‘statos, but held, novertholoss,
under the conatitution and laws only of the United
States, and not under those of any particular state.
We have maintained that the constitution, as tho or--
ganic law of that government, gives no more right to
hold or make a man a slave, than to hold or mako a
man a king. Wo have denied, thorofore, that slavery
-~ could exist in the national torritories. Tho South have

replied to us that the rights of property in each state
wero the rights of preperty in every othor stato; and
that tho constitution was ordained, in its spirit, if not
in its lotter, to protect those rights everywhere, The
jasues thus made have been hitherto fought out over
the temiteries. No hardihood has been found sufi-
cient to carry them furthor; and yet it la impossi-
blo not to see and admit, that in their full scope thoy
embrace not merely the question of slavery iu the ter-

ritories, but everywhere, wherever tho constitution .

reaches->in slave states and in the frce. Upon the
original theater, after ive victories in the earlier
history of the country, we have atlength beon beaten.
The Missouri Compromise was a defoat of froedom.
The Compromise of 1850 was yet & more humiliating
surrender, but it was left to the Bupreme Court, in the
case of Dred Scott, to complets the utber subjugation
and extermination of ali that remained of the protest
ing voice of liberty. And yet these have not been
victories as in baitle. We have heen drugged, we
have been stupefied, we have been betrayed by the de-
lusive c1y of poace into an absolute joining of the

enemy, and o mean and baso surrender of the ficld, |
under tho miserable hopo of gain and quiet. ‘

But now that the logical results of this controversy !
are "mado practical, and tho question of slavery is |
brought home to evory man's hearth-stone—not slavery
in the territorics afar off, but slavery in our own atates
and at our own doors ; not slavery created by and insti-
tuted umong us, but slavery from without, brought to
and forced upon us under the broad seal of the Su-
preme Court—now that it is no longer a question wheth-
er wo may carry free institutions abroad into the
national domain, but whether we possess the power to
protect them at iome—now that the grand strugglo for
freedom is transferred from Kansas to Bunker Ilill,
from the homes of the wild Indian to the soil of Sara-
toga and the Brandywine, let us sce how men will act.

The Supremo Court has decided the right of the slave-
holder in his human chattels, in Virginia, to be the
commen right of property throughout the world, and
lLience to he equally protected, whether in Virginia or in |
Masrachusetts.  The qualification (if there be such)
that such holding in a free state may be * for a reason-
able time,” is utterly illogical with the ground of the
decision, and can only have heen designed to blind the
eye temporarily to the appalling truth that there are no
Sree states in this Union.  Tho common rights of proper-
ty have no * statute of limitations.” If a man may go
to Cardling with Lis hotse and hold him there ad fibi-
fum, and if the rights of property in men aro equal,
then may the Carolinian removo his human chattels to
Massachusetts, aud the calling of the roll of slaves on
Bunker Hill has already begun.  We shall soe what
answer Massachusetts and Vermont, New York and the
free West, have to make to this proposition.

If there yot remaing among us a remuant of the spirit
of the futhers, they will muke haste to determine, by
prompt and eflicient legislation, that tho ‘‘rcasonable
timo" when the slave's shackles shall fall to the ground,
is when his foot first steps across the line, and his
tungs firet inhale the air, of a free stale.

In all this, T counsel no revolutions. DBut, thank
heaven, no human tribunal is tho arbiter of truth!
‘130t divinity yet points to the Awmerican constitution
as the charter of porsonal liberty. ‘Fhe Exccutive and
the Legislature may trample upon it, for they are human;
the Bupreme Court may trample upon it, for they are hu-
man also; and if the depravity of the times has at length
been crowned by this great debasement of the powers
of the govemment, 1 invoke only, in the name of
Truth which yet lives, that force of public sentiment
which makes and unmakes courts and decisions as
earilv ag it makes and unmakes DPresidenta and Leosia-A
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