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JUDGE DOUGLAS REPUDIATES THE DRED
SCOTr DECISION.

In the Dred Scott ease, it was decided hy the Su-
preme Court, that the Constitution of the United
States recognized African slavery ns a legal institu-
tion ju o barge proportion of the States of the Union
and that the right of citizens of the slaveholding
Sates to carry slaves into the common lerritorics
was aeonstitutional right, 1t decided, eonsequent-
Iy, that Congress, which was but i trustee for the
o benelit ol al - the States, had no power to
ablistt gr prokibit slavery in « Territory ; and that
the clause of the Missonri Compromise Jaw prohibit-
Ing the institution in the common territory of the
States north of a prescribed  line, was unconstito-
tional, null, and void. It also decided, as a corol-
ary prinviple, that what Congress could not itself
i the common territories, no provisional govern-
ment or ageney it might establish in them eould dv ;
and that as an aet ol Congress prohibiting shivery
wany purt of the cotmmon territory was unconsti-
Wtianal, a fortiori would the act'of a territorial
lesislature, 4 mere agent, be also unconstitutional,
ull, and void, There was another principle Inid
down in the deci on—namely, that the African ne-
Bre, though froe, was not a citizen of the United
States wnder the Federal Constitution, or endowed
with equal rights with the white man, or entitled to
Saeaml besued in the federal courts, or to carry into
ane State of the Union the samne rights which may
e been conterred upon him in another.

These are the leading principles decided and es-
t‘lbll!h:ﬂ ns the law of the land by the Supreme
Conrt in this decision ; and we think there are few
¥ho will nog agree that, practically, the most im-
Prtant part of “the decision is that which denies to
¢ leislatures or provisional governments of the
'I:\'Yl'llul'll‘s, while in the territorial condition, the
Tkt of prohibiting slavery within their borders.

1 ducision was made with reference to the com-
ﬁ‘_'“ Tights and interests of the citizens of all the
St ot the Union, in territories acquired by the
©mmon treasure and blood. It is a decision found-
f: inrt:tlfnnrc upon the legal effect of the constitution
Whi:l ~I~ltcr and spirit, th:}n upon the hrojul equities
e o 2long to the associntion of equal States, hav-
o> lmon interests, a common cause, and making
siﬂmun‘mmnlmuuns for the general extension anﬁ
:’mndxzcmmt.—H"ashinglon Union.
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