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INI"RODUCTION

SURVEY OF RACTAT CONDITIONS IN
THE UNITED STATES

For a period in excess of two years"bhe Federal Bureau of Inves-

tigation has received reports and allegations of forces with foreign influ-

ence and with anti-American ideology working among the Negro people of this
country as well as exploiting them. Based thereon, ingquiries and investi-
gations have been undertaken to determine why particular Negroes or. groups
of Megroes or Negro organizations have evidenced sentiments for other ®dark
races" (mainly Japanese) or by what forces they were influenced to adopt in
certain instances un-American ideologies. Observations and inquiries have
been made into the maneuverings on the part of subversive groups to exploit

' members of the Negro race in this country.

From the data which have been developed through the invesﬁigative -

Jurisdiction of the Federal Bureau of Tnvestigation, as well as from infor-
mation voluntarily supplied by various sources, this survey has been pre-
pared. It portrays the existing picture in this matter as based upon these
data and this information, broken dovm hereinafter according to the areas
enveloped by the fifty-six Field Divisions of this Bureau. To supplement
this section, there has been prepared a compilation of information din the
fore of an appendix which forms the second section. 7The appendix deals with
organizational activity and is meant to elaborate on references to various
organizations and groups throughout the body of this' survey.

Tt is pointed out that the myriad factors to be considered in

_ racial conditions in this country, including, broadly, economic, political

and social aspects, have presented themselves in practically all of the
areas included din this survey. They necessarily have had %o be considered:

inasmuch as these factors have been outlined and described by sources of in-— o

formation in their opinions or conclusions based upon their reasoning as to
the causes of racial unrest or dissatisfaction. Tt might be noted these
aspects have also been referred to by various sources in an attempt to con-
trovert some of the allegations that there is un-American-inspired agitation
among colored people in certain arease. o

The information contained in the ensuing pages of this study does
not, nor is it meant to, give riss to an inference that Negroes as a whole or
the Nsgro people in a particular area are subversive or ars influenced by
anti-American forces. At the same time, it must be pointed out that a number
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of Negroes and Negro groups have been the subjects of concentrated inves—
tigation made on the basis that they have reportedly acted or have exhibited
sentiments in a manner inimical to the Natiqn's war efforte.

It has been stated previously that reports and allegations have
been received by the Federal Bureau of Investigation concerning the  reasons
for racial conditions as they exist in certain areas. They have been mmer-
_ous and have been augmented by innmumerable complaints received from the pub-.
lic in a majority of the Field Divisions of this Bureau. - The complaints -
have related of unrest, discontent and disaffection among members of the g
Negro race.. They have included allegations of statements or utterances by
" members of the polored race which on the surface appear to be definitely in
. opposition to the war effort. At the same time, there have been instances
of subversive activities alleged to exist among certain Negroes.

. Upon peceipt of such camplaints and allegations, investigations
and inquiries were promptly instituted. The results thereof, along with
additional information reported to the Federal Bureau of Investigation, are
set out immediately hereinafter in the form of digests, grouped in geograph-
ical areas of the United States. Preceding each geographical area is.an in- .
troduction sumiarizing the important factors and forces considered responsible
for racial unrest and discontent in the area involved. Following the digests
is set forth the conclusion, Thereafter, forming Section Two of this survey,
is the appendlx which includes information concerning organizational activity
~ among the Negroes of this country. o
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NORTHERN SECTION OF THE UNITED STATES.

There are sebt forth in the following pages that data received
by those Field Divisions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation which are
gronped alphabetically in this section devoted to the industrial North. .
Briefly, it includes those areas East of the Mississippi River, beginning
with Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in the North and ending with Springfield, T1li~
nois, at the Southwestern bordér and stretching East along the Chio River

to include at the Southeastern portion the cities of Washington, D. C., -

and Baltimore, Marylande.

To swmarize, the information reflects ‘there are myriad factors.
to be considered in the racial situation in this area. In industrial. .
centers and particularly in the larger cities there has been a tremendous
increasse in immigrants coming from other States, especially the South and.
rural areas. This migration has included both white and Negro people.
As a result, increased housing shortages, crowded transportation facili~
ties and an overcrowding of amusement and recreational facilities have be-
come dacidedly more acute. This, coupled with the increased tempo of 1liv-

"ing since the country's national defense effort was begun, has added to

the complexity of conditions. There has also been an increase in returns
from employment as well as added chances for employment. Persons never
before accustomed to the increased tempo and complex nature of livihg have
experienced them, perhaps for the first time.

A new militancy or aggressiveness has been reported to be
existent among the Negro population throughout this particular section of
the country. O0ld boundaries are crossed by the 1lifting of many restrictions
to which these people have heretofore been subjected in other sections.

One of the primary resulits of all this has been a demand by

Negroes, both individually and. collectively, for increased and bebter em— .
ployment, the erasure of alleged discrimination’in industry, better housing
and more and diversified recreation. Added with these are those political
and economic demands which are made for the Negro population not only in -
this section but in other sections of the country, particularly the South,
where there naturally exist long-established customs, habits and methods
not pertinent to the North. The abolition of the poll tax, the breaking
down of "Jim Crow® laws and the cry for doing away with alleged discrimina-
tion in the Armed Forces have been tossed into the way of living of these
Negroes. Yet, in many instances they do not appear to be directly or even .




remotely affected; however, the adoption of these demands b:k respective
Negro groups and organizations in this Northern section establishes the
 idea of the new militancy or aggressivenesss.

Numerous spontaneous riots, clashes and fights involving the.
two races have occurred in varying degrees. No plan for organized efford
in these has been reported or brought to light, yet their occurrence re—~
flects a tenseness heretofore not prevalent. Increase in crime and juve—
m.le delmquency has been apparent. '

. It will be noted fram the ensuing pages there are numerous
. forces, social, political and economic in origin, which break into the -

" picture of raclal conditions and relations in this section of the country..:
. Of subversive forces, the most outstanding is the Communist Party, which,
it will be noited, is active in every Field Division, influencing the
Negro population. This, of course, includes various arms of the Party
such as groups and organizations it influences or controls.

There are also to be considered the number of cults, groups
and organizations which are reported in many instances to have decidedly
anti-white sympathies. Usually their size is small; however, the influence
which they have cannot be estimated by the amount of membership in view of .
the wide possibilities of individual members spreading their sentiments.
While there haas been no apparent connections between numerous reports of .
| " expressions cor activities anti-white in character on the part of individual
Negroes, their existence and prevalency should be considered in relation to
the anti~-whits groups.

There are in varying degrees of militancy a number of Negro or-

; ganizations which can be classified as unaffiliated or independent in

! nature. These groups, while with different leadership and in many instances
entirely different membershlp, have, almost as a whole, championed the ad~
vancement of the Negro race in an aggressive manner.

An important factor t0 be considered in tihis section of the
country is the Negro press ard the effect it has, as well as the make-up
and character of its content.

Thers will be noted hereinafter, especially in the information
appearing in the digests concerning industrial Northern cities, several
instances of walkouts and refusals to v{ork with Negroes on the part of white
people. An example of this is evidenced in the Packard Motor Car Company
strike 1n the aarly part of June 1913 when approximately 25,000 white workers




went out on an unauthorized strike in protest of the up-grading of Negro

workers in one of the departments in the plant. Refusals to work, how—-

ever, have not been solely confined to members of’ the white race. It

will be noted that there are several instances appearing hereinafter re-
flecting protest demonstrations by Negro workers in condemnation of al=- -
leged failure on the part of various industries to place them.in skilled

+ or better~paying jobs. It is believed that consideration should be given
. 4o both white and Negro activity along these lines, especially inasmuch

as such activity and the attitude it. infers have a definite bearing on .

race relationship and racial ;conditions in this country.

Having a definite bearing in the field of labor, as far a'sk they -
affect race relationship, are the varying policies of different unions

- and locals thersof in the acceptance of Negroes into their ranks in an -

unqualified manner. This has been said to lead to consternation and con-
fusion in the minds of Negroes.

Among the social and economic factors which are apparent are
the inadequate housing and recreational facilities, alleged instances of
discrimination against Negroes in employment and in other phases of every-
day life, and the reported shortage of educational facilities. -

Reports have been received in a humber of areas in this section
that a degree of unrest and dissatisfaction among the Negro people in this
portion of the United States possibly results from what is described as a lack
of good Negro leadership. There is an apparent lack of coordination and
many times a lack of cooperation among this leadership. This situation has
been pointed to by both Negro and white sources of information as a matter
that should be remedied. These sources have, on several occaslons, expressed
their opinion that the present-day Negro leadership is selfish, chauvinistic
and centered in its own self-advancement.

T examining the situation in this area, it is believed signifi-—

"cant to note that preventive or alleviating measures for bettering racial -

conditions and race relationship are said to be generally absent., There have
been, however, reports of recent attempts on the part of local govermmental
authorities establishing racial commissions and making attempts to establish
better race relationshipe.

Irmediately following are digests' of . information received by the
Fisld Divisions of the Federal Bureau of Investigation which are to be con~
sidered in connection with this section of the country.




in the United States Armye.

AIBANY FIELD DIVISION

Tt was reported during the-latter part of July, 1942, that no
foreign inspired agitation existed among the American negroes in the ter~
ritory covered by the Albany Field Division., The approximate negro pop-

- wlation in Albany, New York is reported to be-3,000. Tn Schenectady,. New

York, the negro population is reported to be 1,100 and in Syracuse, New York, -

. 2,082,

. Throughout the entire Albany area alleged discrimination with

" i-egard to employment and housing conditions is said to be the main cause
- for discontent among the Negroes. Furthermore, there has been an influx of

Negro families in this area which is said to be a possible source of trouble.
Large increasas are expected in the population of Negroes in this area in

view of +the faot national defense industries are employing skilled Negro
employees. ) )

The Albany Inter-racial Council, Inc., and the Booker T. Washington
Community Center are reportedly the most active organizations. It is stated
these organizabions are interested primarily in the welfare of the colored
people. It is reported the Albany Tnter-racial Council, Inc., operates the
Booker T. Washington Community Center. :

In ths area of Syracuse, New York, there have been rumors to the
effect that the negro soldier is being discriminated against in the South.
These rumors ssem ©o have resulted from newspaper stories appearing in the
Afro-imerican, bhe Pittsburgh Courier and the Chicago Defender. It is re-
ported there also have been rumors concerning discriminatioa against negro

. persons relative to rental of housing facilities and eating places which

appear to be based on a local social problem. The negro housing problem in
the vicinity of Syracuse appears to be serious as large increases are
expected among the negroes as the result of employment by nabtional defense
plants of skilled negro employeese. . i o

It 18 reported that a group of alleged Ccnnuunists held a méeting
at Syracuse, New York, on August 9, 1942, and laid emphasis on "Jim Crowism"

In the vicinity of Utica, New York, where it is sald theres are some
eight hundred Negroes residing, unemployment and housing conditions are said
to be the moat prevalent causes for discontent and unrest. Reports have been
veceived to the effect that there is unrest among the Negroes in this area
although no indications have been reported reflecting un—-American or un— .

. patriotic sentiments. Many of the Negroes are said to be employed on bean

farms in neighboring communities.

Sources of information who have been interviewed in this city and in
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its vicinity state that although the bean farms help the unemployment situation
to some extent that is still one of the main factors in the discontent among
the Negroes there. No indications of Communist Party activity or activity of
pro-Axis orgam.zat:.ons have been reported.

In the areas mclud:mg the cities of Albany, Syra.cuse, Rochester and
Utica, such Negro newspapers as the - Chicago Defender, the Pittsburgh Courier and
the Afro-imerican are circulated and contain many statements relative to the
mistreatment of the Negroes in the Armed Forces, defense industries and in other
walks of civilian life. It is said that these newspapers tend to further the
_unrest or dissatisfaction which is caused by economic, social or political
matters. One local Negro newspaper is published here, the Progressive Herald, -
published in Syracuse, New York. This newspaper is said to be a staunch sup~-
porter of ths Republican Party and has never contained writings or ‘arti cles
of a radical nabure. .

During the latter part of October, 1942, Ben Davis, Jr., negro Com—
mnist and candldate during the 1942 elections for congressman at large on’
the Communist Party ticket in New York State, made a speech in Syracuse, New
York, seeking votes there. . During his vislt, he is reported as having obtained
the help of the mayor of that city to obtain lodging at a hotel, restricted
for white people. He also reportedly obtained the support of a number of the
local negro ci T,J.zens who formed the Non-Partisan Committee for Ben Dav:.s.

An isolated complaint was received in January, 19h3 that a colored
maid of a white family in Albany made the statement, "If the Japs win maybe the
colored people will have a better chance in this country." The employer was
astonished at this remark and could recall no similar statements made by the maid.
The inguiries conducted in this regard fail to reflect that the maid making these
statements had any connections with any subversive or un-American group or organi-
zation, on the contrary it was ascertained she belonged to two well established
negro social organizations. This maid who made the statement expressed her

. ignorance of the Japanese Race being colored and informed she had never seen a
member of the Japanese Race and expressed having difficulty understanding how a
person could be a member of the colored race without looking like a Negro.

This incident has been cited as an.example of a Negro, according to
the employer, repeating a statement she had heard someone else make.
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BALTIMOFE FIELD DIVISION

- Numerous complaints have been received that the American Negroes
favor a Japanese victory in the present war. Investigations have been made
concerning these complaints to ascertain if the complaints were foreign-
inspired, but the investigations were made with negative results.

: ‘An outside socurce advises that. thg'a pro-Japanese -propaganda. among :
the colored people does not originate from Japanese sources but starts with-

-+ in the colored peopls' themselves..

R The "Balti.more edition of the colored ne papér‘ “Ai‘ro—Amézicah" )
tends to agitate racial feelings by stressing race discriminations within

~and. outside the Armed Forcese

Investigati'on,has revealed that the Japanese and German: pi‘opaganda :

: ainong the Negroes in the vicinity of Baltimore, Maryland, affects only the

#fanatical fringe" of the colored population.

Tt has been reported with regard to the State of Maryland, especially
in and around Bethesda, Maryland, allegations have been made to the effect that
large groups of Negroes have been purchasing knives and other dangerous weaponss
Sources of information interviewed with regard to this advised that there has
been no out of the ordinary purchasing of such items by Negroes although one
store is alleged to have had approximately one hundred Negro men purchase
¥nives from ite This information was subsequently looked into and it was
found that a contingent of Negro soldiers had stopped at a hardware store
and that some twelve to eighteen of the individuals bought hunting mives
there. :

The main offices of the npfro-American," a Negro newspaper with
national circulation, are in Baltimore, Marylend. It has constantly published
articles of a militant nature demanding extendsd rights and privileges for
Negroes and, in some instances, carried on active campaigns with regard to
local Negro mabterse . ) oo

Kllegations of the existence of "Eleanor Clubs" among Negro domestics
in this area have been reported; yet, jnquiries based on the allegations that
the "Eleanor Clubs" are foreign—inspired, have failed to reflect anything point-
ing to their actual existence.

Tt has been reported that in the Snow Hill, Maryland, area, there
are farms on which reportedly a large number of Negroes work in growing fruits
and vegetables for nearby camning plants. Tt is said that recently these
Negroes have-become very independent and unsatisfactory as workers, although,
they are earning more than ever before., Some of the Negroes, allegedly, have

-8~




been heard to make such remarks as "when the Japs come over they won't bother
us; they are only after the white people,® and vafter the war, the whites will
be working for the colored people." No indications, however, have been
reported to the effect that any foreign forces are at work inspiring such
sentiments. .

In such areas as Salisbury, Pocomoke City, and in Princess Anne,
Maryland, igolated reports have been received alleging that individual Negroes
have made anti-American statements which allegedly contained sympathy for the
Axis powerss Inquiries and investigation relative to these allegations failed
to reflect any organized un-Americanism among the Negroes in the areas mentioned.

It was reported that in the City of Baltimore there has been a Moorish
Movement for at least eighteen or nineteen years. Tt was said that there are
separate groups in the Movement. One of the groups, which is said to exist
in the vicinity of Freemont Avenue and lead Street in Baltimore, has been
described as being composed of a wlow type® of individual. Recently a selective
service board in the area has come in contact with several members of one of the -
groups of the Movement, and they have been described as being highly incensed
when they are labeled as Negroes, feeling rather that they are uloors.” It
should be stated that in connection with these groups a confidential source of
information has advised that during his long residence in the City of Baltimore
and because of its popularity among Negro inhabitants, he could with reason say
that no Japanese inspired activity among the Negroes in Baltimore has come to
his attention. He went on to say, however, that the only agitation presently
influencing the Negroes of that city is that of the Communist Party and its
various fronts.

The Communist Party in this area, mainly through Dre Albert Blumberg,
his wife Dorothy Blumberg, Selma and Sinch Q'Har, Young Communist League leaders,
have been agitating considerably among Negroes, endeavoring to obtain them Jobs
with the Telephone Company in Baltimore and with the Baltimore Transit Companye
In this activity, reports indicate the Party has worked in cooperation with
certain writers of the Baltimore "Afro-American." In this connection the
following information reported concerning a state meeting, sponsored by the
Communist Party on September 2, 1942, is believed to be significant:

The meeting was held on the corner of Arlington and Mosher Streets,
and.the main speaker was William C. Taylor, then Chairman of the Baltimore,
Maryland Communist Party, who began by stating that the attention of the colored
people should be focused on the impending political election. He stated that
the people such as Governor Dickson of Alabama and Governor Talmadge of Georgila
ought to be defeated. He continued, saying that individuals who believed in
equal opportunities for all and who fight for the Negroes! freedom ought to be
elected. He pointed out that Negroes ought not to sell their votes to crusader
white politicians for $.00 or a glass of beer, or according to Talmadge, Negroes
should continue to accept the $2.00 or a glass of beer but ought to cast his




vote for the Negro candidate. He warned the Negroes presént not to listen to the

pmembers of their own race who were merely ‘tools in the hands of white politicians,
. who advocated that Negroes seek no change in their conditions and said that

Negroes controlled by white politicians are Wncle Toms." . .- L

On April 16, 1943, a mass meeting was sponsored by the Total War ' -
" Employment Committee at ‘the Enon Baptist Church in Baltimore. There were
approximately 17,000 people present, seven.or eight being white. The principal .
speaker at this meeting was Reverend Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., of New York City,
a Negro councilman and preacher: there. ' Powell labeled Baltimore as the worst }
city 'in America‘ for discrimination and race hatred. He said Negroes everywhere - :
“wiere showing dissatisfaction but that with the proper ‘organization and direction
Negroes should be able to sway certain important elections. He praised the
. Total Employment Committee for its connections with the Chesapeake and Potomac

- Power Company and.the Baltimore Transit Company of that.city. . & . L

L Reééntij the informants have advised that the Communist Pa:tty is acti*fe—
. 1y engaged in' attempting to organize Negro workers at the Bethlehem-Shipyards..

s * A'source of information who is in'a position to observe activities
" . smong Negroes in the Baltimore area, especially has expressed the opinion that
It potential racial trouble is the most outstanding item in the present picture
- . of the geographic area which jncludes Baltimore. He said the consensus of
opinion of local reliable contacts continue in the belief that Southern Negroes
will not plan any violence, but being emotionally controlled, they may be led
. 3into violence and disorder by a "spark! that ignites the resentment kept
smouldering in them by the constant inflammatory propaganda of the Negro
" press, the Communist leaders and other outside influence being brought to bear
on them. o

A On July 28, 1943 at. 7:00 A.M. a strike occurred at the Bethlehem

i Steel Shipyards, Sparrows Point, Maryland. Involved in this strile were eight

i . hundred Negroes, workers of the shipyards. It is stated that these workers
ceased work in protest of the company!s excluding Negroes from the company-
conducted riveting school. The actual outbreak developed when, on July 26, 1943,
_colored employees were allowed to enter the schoole The white members of the

" gchool immediately raised the issue and to appease them, it is stated, the
management excluded the Negroes, whereupon the eight hundred Negroes ceased worke.

It appears that constant efforts at conciliation on the part of the
management resulted in the majority of the strikers returning to work on
July 29, and on that day approximately two hundred colored workers were discharged .
for refusal to resume works It is also reported that the white workers refused
to work on any Job with colored workers and on July 29 threatened to drive them
from the yards. The management, to avert violence, ordered all employees out of
the yards until Monday,. August 2, 1943. The total number of workers involved
ig sbtated to be five thousand. white and fifteen hundred colored.
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As of August 3, 1943 the situation had quieted, and practically all
of the workers reported for work, returning to their jobs without any incidents
occurring. . At that time, however, & amall faction of the workers did fail
to report for work, held meetings attended by approximately forty men and
protested the agreement with the workers to return to their jobs., The
meetings are sald to have Jacked organization and leadership. Seven men were
suspended from their work and subsequently discharged for their agitational
efforts during the treuble. Police agencies which had been stationed at the
yard withdrew during the afternoon of August 3, 1943. The United States Army,
however, retained a force atb Logan Field, which is near the yard, although it
did not station men on the shipyard!s property. .

It is reported that the shipyard is under contract with the United
States Maritime Commission and ninety per gent of its output.is for that agency.
No portion of the plant is government owned, although a small percentage of the
facilities is being rented from the United States Maritime Commisslon. The
work stoppage resulted in complete cessation of production from Friday morning,
July 30, 1943, through Saturday, July 31, 1943.

The Bethlehem Steel Shipyards had a contract with the Industrial
Union Marine and Shipbuilding Workers of America, CIO, Lecal No. 33. The
Union was represented by Phillip Van Gelder, National Secretary and Treasurer;
Edward Denhard, Executive Secretary; and Louis Dene, President of Local No. 33.
Management representatives advised that employees had for all practical purposes
repudiated the Union and advised that this was not a Union affair and that
they would not be influenced by the Union. Reportedly, members of the United
States Conciliation Service, War Production Board, President's Committee on
Fair Buployment.and other organizations conferred with management and Union
officials; however, all efforts at conciliation to date have failed.

According to the information received, the principal agitator at

. the shipyards was John Abert Jacobs, who.is colored and twenty-seven years

of age. He was borm in Georgia and has been in the company employ since 1937.
William R. Sandlin and George E. Boulding, both colored, were also reportedly
active agitators. Jacobs was described as an eloguent mob leader. It was
stated that the attitude of the white workers at that time was absolute
refusal to return to jobs with colored workers and colored workers were
demanding equal opportunity with whites in all respects.

During several weeks prior to that time rumors were received which
indicated a state of extreme tension between the white and colored residents
of Baltimore, Maryland, and it was reported that any serious incidents occurring
at the proper time to engage the attention of large numbers of white and
colored persons might then have precipitated a-serious race riot in Baltimore.
This, it was stated, was particularly true in view of the fact that this city
has a large, unassimilated, migratory white and Negro population.

SO




on Saturday, July 10, 1943, the interracial friction at the Bethlehem
Fairfield Shipyards resulted in a fight among several white and Negro employees
in the plant cafeteria. This fight resulted in several individuals, white and
black, being arrested and fined by the local police. Reportedly, the colored
workers initiated the fight due to their insistence that they should be allowed
equal rights. Following the fight, plant police were holding four colored
workers for the local police, and it is reported that four shop stewards
caused considerable difficulty by insisting that the plant police give them
a complete report of the incident. These shop stewards were white employees.

One of the white employees involved in this affair stated that a
race riot in Baltimore, Maryland was jmuinent. He advised that in almost every
section of the city there was talk among the whites of a coming riot and that
there were four to five fights during each shift between white and colored workers
at the Bethlehem Fairfield Shipyards. He &lso stated that the Negroes were
being urged to "start samething" by members of the Commmist Party at the yard.
He also advised that he knew the inside workings of the Commnist Party inasmach
as he had formerly been a Commmist. According to this informant, Milton
Moskowita, one of the four shop stewards referred to herein, was one of the -
principal agitators in the yard who was making an effort to create racial
hatred and prejudice. Moskowitz along with Bernie Silezson and Martin
Garfinkel, two other reported agitators in the yard, were, reportedly, members
of the Communist Party and active in labor affairs of Local Union No. 43 of-
the Industrial Union Marine and Shipbuilding Workers of America, CIO.

The following elements were reportedly believed to be contributing
factors to the racial tension existing in the Baltimore areas:

1, . Afro-American Negro newspaper publishes editions which con-
stantly agitate the colored population by means of inflammstory articles.

2. The CIO labor newspapers, which stress racial, job and gocial
equality. !

3, Communist agitation over a period of months.

a. Preaches doctrines of racial equality.

b, Fosters interracial groups and dances.

c. Agitates for equal rights and job opportunities.

d. Urges Negroes to support CIO labor candidates to
prevent Negro segregation and inequality in job
opportunities. .

e. Street meetings in Negro districts for recruiting
of members. .

L. Scheduled labor union elections at Glenn L. Martin and
Bethlehen Fairfield.




-

a. CIO group in control at Bethlehem believed to be
Communist dominated and pro-Negro.
b. Anbi-Communist.group in Fairfield is attempting to
- oust Communists from control. o
¢. Electioneering at Glenn L. Martin's by independent
‘union features anti-Negro bias. -

5. ' Over—crowded housing conditionstogether with the inability to
housing project. dispute.... . i . s

6. .

e 7. Present picketing qf" t;he'Chesapgake and Pobomac T‘e}.ephoné

. Company by Negroes because of their refusal to hire Negro operators.
Dl - a..; Sponsored by the Total War Employment Commission

.+ (Commnist daminated). :
. b. - Young Commmnist League:activity in ubilities dispute. -

‘settle the

Over—crowded tréﬁ:pbfbation facilities’ and street car jncidents.

SIELETE . 8. Pxisting feeling and tension in Baltimore resulting from the
‘recent Detroit and Beaumont race riots. , o
R " -a, Informant advises Negroes expect and wait for a riot

- in Baltimore. ) )

o 9. “National Association for Advancement of Colored People continues
to agitate against Jim Crow segregation, and for equal rights.

10. Baltimore Urban league {colored) urges the elimination of
racial barriers; expanding of job opportunities. Cooperates with Local. CIO
Union No. 43 IUMSWA, Communist dominated.

11. Miscellaneoua.» On July 3, 1943, Negro alleged to have .roughly
handled white woman in Bethlehem Fairfield Shipyards. . R

- Unconfirmed rumors of a race riot in Baltimore scheduled for .
guly b, 1943 '

July A4, 1943, a Negro's hand was cut by a bayonet of a Coast
Guardsman during an incident at the Bethlehem Fairfield. Shipyards.

0

12, Unconfirmed rumor that local Negroes planned action July 8,
1943 designed to remove segregation barriers by attempbing to gain admittance
. to restaurants, theaters and other facilities restricted to whites.

- Collection of numerous knives, clubs and some guns taken from the
workers at the Bethlehem Fairfield Yards during the past weeks.

) A fight between approximately thirty whites and Negroes éeveral
weeks ago in section of Baltimore where white and colored neighborhoods mest.

- 13-




"~ there are said to be approximately 55
" born, ;while 8,000 are foreign Jborn,

_ colored and white soldiers in the Army and sailors in the Navy and agita- '
tion by these groups for increased employment of Negroes in defense e
‘industries and Governmental agencles. . S

™~

BOSTON. FIELD DIVISION
A survey in this area_'failé to show infométion’i-eﬂédting any .

pro-Axis inspired agitation among the Negroes. In the State of Massachusebts’: -
000 Negroes, of whom 47,000 ‘are-native ;

. Reported to be active in this area are branches of the National -
Association for the Advancement. of Colored People and the National Negro.. e
Congress, a Communist front organization.. The. causes being furthered by i "1
both of these organizations are ‘the- establishment of separate units for -

. At the present time no indications have been received evidencing
influence of the Communist Party in-these particular policies. Rather they .-

- are said to be the result of the decisions of the leaders of these groups,

decided independently of Commmnist influence. Tt is noted, however, that
the National Negro Congress acbivity forms potential grounds for agitation-
for the Communist Party. ) .

A prominent Negro source of information who is said to be well
Jnown in the Boston area has been contacted for information in his pos-
session indicating possible pro-German or pro-Japanese activity among the
Negroes. This source of informabion. has advised that he knows of no
attempts to agitate among members of his race by members of pro-Axis
organizations or individuals. favoring ultimate pro-Axis domination of the.
United Stabes. ' ’ :

. With regard to Communist activity among the Negro population in
the Boston area, the source of information has advised that it is possible
Communists may infiltrate legitimabte Negro organizations existing in this
area inasmich as these organizations are composed of people from many walks
of 1ife. The informant advised, however, that the more important Negro ;
organizations in this area have for their purpose propagandizing for better
conditions for Negroes. _

Two Negro néwspapers are published in this area, namely "The Boston
Chronicle" and "Thé Boston Guardien." No information as yet has been re-
ceived reflecting articles or editorials printed in these newspapers which
are of an un—imerican tenor. .




.,‘4
N
o~

; A prominent Negro ‘publisher in the Boston area has advised that .
_for the past ten years he has observed no agitation among Negro groups in
_this vieinity. . He advised, however, that approximately ten years ago an . -
“unknown Japanese held meetings in Boston, the exacht purpose of which never

. was clear to him..-It was his opinion, however; that this Japanese was R
¢ interested primarily in the .collections he obtained rather than any novemen :

individual left Boston.for New York where he continued his activities and :.-~

L On April 27, 1943 the Boston branch of the National Association . -
for the Advancement: of Colored People sponsored a mass meeting at the S
.°. People's Baptist Church in Boston which was attended. by approximetely ... i
-“two hundred twenty Negroes.. The purpose was ‘a membership drive to obtain ,
" three thousand additional members. - At the meeting Julian B. Steele, .- -
. president of the local branch, urged all to participate in the membership
drive so that a.united fight could be made to combab the growing wave of ~
wpeactionary southernism." He referred to a housing project in Boston
. called Old Orchard Park, a wing of which was set aside for Negroes in a
. gegregated partition. Steele also mentioned, according to reports, several
Negro soldiers stabioned in the South who forwarded their membership fees,
and how one soldier in Georgia had written that the Army was fighting not -
only on the two batble fronts but in the South on a third front--namely,
fighting the Negro. : o

Several other spesches were made mainly dealing with matters of

. -diserimination and with organizational details. It was announced that the
Boston branch intended in no way to lessen its pressure to have Negroes
-admitted to other housing projects, as well as to the 014 Orchard Park:
project, without segregation. : ' :

~l5_

involving the colored races of ‘the world." It was his recollection that. this: ‘

. was subsequently arrested. 'He could furnish, however, no: specific details.: ‘




BUFFALO FIELD DIVISION

It is reported the Communist Party in-this area at the present
time is centering most of its activity among the Negro population and is
using "Jim Crowism" as the main talking point.

On July 19, 1942, the Communist Party in the Buffalo area spon-
sored a "Conference for Ml use of Negro labor power to produce for
Victory". There were many prominent individuals from Buffalo who were
in no way connected with the Communist Party listed among the sponsors.
One of the main speskers at this meeting was Ferdinand Smith, National
Secretary of the National Maritime Union, a reported Negro Commnist
Party member. Alleged instances of discrimination in employment and
other phases of Negro life were dealt with. '

Relative to the Communist Party in and around the Buffalo area,
it 1s reported that at all of the large Party meetings, the question of
racial discrimination has been discussed and various defense plants in and
around Buffalo have been condemned for failing to hire Negro labor.: It
has also been reported with regard to the Commnist Party Negro members
who at one time dropped out, that they have rejoined the Party because
of the activities by the Party in allegedly attempting to obtain employ-
ment for Negroes in industry in this section.

In and around Rochester, New York, it has been reported that the
Communist Party has been exceedingly active among the Negro population of
that City, but that it has been unsuccessful in recruiting many members
from this sourgce.

Also active in the Rochester area is the Natiqnal Association
for the Advanement of Colored People Chapter. It is reported that in
one of the meetings of this Chapter, in March 1942, two members of the
Communist Party who stood on their feet and announced their affiliation
with the Communist Party urged members of the Chapher to combine with the
Party in order to "Effectively fight against the discrimination shown to
the Negroes."

In and around the vicinity of Elmira, New York it is reported

that ‘the head of the lecal chapter of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People, Miss Philippa Stowe, an-assistant to
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Bernard Burton, secretary of the Communist Party there, is reportedly able
to effectively spread Communist propaganda among the Negroes in that City
through her position with this orgenization. It is reported that with
the exception of the Communist agitation in and around this CGity, there
has been no subversive propagenda spread among the Negro people,

With regard to Japanese agitation among the Negroes in and around
Rochester, New York, it has been reported that a small meeting of Negro
people was held in the summer of 1941 which was addressed by a Japsnese
student, It is alleged that at the meeting the Jdpgnese speaker talked
concerning discrimination shown to the.Negroes in.the United States and
hinted that in & conflict to come, Japanese and Negro people should combine
to overcome the white race against which they would be pitted. The source
of informetion supplying the same was unable to furnish further identify~

ing or substantiating information.

. The Hamitic Mohammedan Club is said to have a building at Central
Avenue and Leopold Street in Rochester, New York. Members of the club
have stated that Mohammedans have always been friendly with the Fascist
Powers and gave an illustration in the fact that the Moors led Franco's
Amy in the Spanish Revolution. Several members are also alleged to have
talked about Japsnese military might and how that is the only country in
all history that has never lost a war. Investigation of this group is

continuing.

A Mohammedan group reportedly active in this ares has styled
itself the Addeynue Allahe Universal Arabic Association Incorporated. It
is said the group originated in Buffalo in 1938 and at the present time
has approximately 250 members in Buffalo, New York and 75 active members
in Rochester,. New York, Members have been described as believing they are
of Arabic or African descent and have for a number of years been living
under a slave name. It is said that their belief is that their American
name was given them by slave masters who took them captive and brought
them to the United States. Because of this, it is reperted they feel

. they must change their names and adopt those which their forefathers
bore., It is reported that the Moslem belief is followed by them. The
allegation has been received that this particular group has caused some
unrest emong the Negro commmity in Buffalo because of their difference’
in religious views and their beliefs that they are not really Negroes.
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A source of information has advised that several years prior to
the interview he had been told by an unknown member of the organization
that the organization has a deep hatred for all Jewish people; although
no further specific information has been received relative to such allega-

tions.

Tt has been reported that all of the members of this organiza-
tion, who are eligible to be inducted into the armed forces under the
Selective Training and Service Act have registered as conscientious ob--
jectors and were so classified. In this connection several of the known
members of the organization made claims for exemptions on the grounds that
they are unable to eat food other than that prepared by members of their
own faith. And because of this, they could consequently not eat the food
served them in the armed forces. One of these known members in his form

No. 97 (conscientious objector form) stated "I believe in peace at all times

and that there should never be no war. Do not believe in fighting but in
case of war _ must help in some way to defend the country in which I live".
. The individual making this claim is known now as Arresa Rukabun and for-
merly known as Troy Vaughn. In this same form Rukabun gave his religious
sect as being "Moslem Believers in the religion of Islam, its governments
and Mecca which is in Arabia". Rukabun also stated in a letter written
to his Selective Service Board under date of January 21, 1942, that he
could take no active part in the military service and added "I am of the
Mohammad faith and _ is known to the world over as Moslem which the Japs
or in the manority of...0...08ince the Japs or of Dark Race I regard them
and respeck them as my people." : ‘

In the Rochester area the Addeyune Allahe Universal Arabic
Association, Inc., has conducted classes in a school at its headquarters
at 473 Central Avenue, Rochester, New York. The alleged professor in
charge of these classes was one Mohamned Ez Al Deen. A confidential in-
formant has reported the professor's talks were much in favor of Japan
winning the present war and that he was bitter against the white race.
Another teacher at the school one Mobarrak Hasson is said to have ex-
pressed similar beliefs and the hope that the white race will be conquered
in the war.

During the period of February through May 1943 the Communist
Party in Rochester, Buffalo and Niagra Falls pointed much of its efforts
toward recruiting new members from the Negro population in these cities.
In connection with its recruiting activities, the Party has distributed
numerous pamphlets, a large number of which concerned the history of the
Negro. It attempts to obtain support of Negroes by pointing to its own
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efforts in allegedly removing d:l.scmm_nat:.on and segregat:_on barners
existing against the Negroes. A representative of the Negro race has re-
ferred to the Communist Party'!s activities among the Negroes and has ex- -
pressed the opinion that it should be kept in mind that with the problems
.. of racial diserimination continually confronting the Negro people, they =
- ‘present a fert:le field for the activit:n.es of a group wh:.ch on the surface» .
ppeared to b J.ghting :n.n thelr behalf ST :

Another representat:we of a well organlzed Negro orgam.zation

has said that to. ‘the best of his knowledge there is no deliberate- ‘agita-
ion among the Negroes in this ‘city; rather, it is his opinion the JI‘O‘D— :

.77 lem of racial discrimination is of sufficient mport J.n :.tse}.f that no.
deLbera‘be agltat.:l.on is needed to supplenent rt. Lo
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CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION

SOCTAL AND ECONOMTC CONDITIONS )

o According to the 1940- census, the Negro population in the City of =
.Chicago and its environs totals appro:clmate_iy 300,000 persons. It is stated
_-that this number has remained almost constant during the past thirty years. ..
j Recently, however, there has been an influx of Negroes from the South, said
‘o be coming to the Chicago area primarily to seek employment in defense
industriess i T G S e

‘.." The ‘vast: majority of this:population lives on the South’Side of:
¥ 0. between Lith Street on the North and 7JOth ‘Street on the: South, i
. Cottage Grove Avemue.on the East. and Halstead Street on the West.  The area
. is densly populated; in many instances sevéral families live together in "
“tywo rooms or in small apartments. . The Negro section is located in what was
 formerly a white residential section.: The residential buildings were origin—
" "ally attractive and well constructed bub have ‘since been allowed to deteriorate ..
- ‘and become -run Gown. - Many -of them do not have: adequate toilet facilities and -
. there is improper lighting “in a vast majority of the residences. Sanitation . i
©.'in this area, however, is considered good, the proper disposal of waste being .. =

. effective. . el E T R AL

S I’b is >s‘éid tha.ﬁ the“cfﬁné"r'a{'.e for th:.s area has"éiwa.ys beéﬁ‘vetry
" high and that there has been on an average of two and three murders a week
which seldom are publicized in any of the newspapers. ) .o

It is said that in this area, although there are quite a few Negroes
earning salaries in connection with defense work far above those.to.which they
are accustomed, the vast majority of them are in a very poor economlic con-
dition. One of the larger Negro associabions in this-area’ is a taxicab associ~
ation involving several thousand owmers dand drivers of Negro jitney buses.

This is a close-knit association and hundreds are said to receive good wages. '

) ' ~_ There are several thousand small Negro churches scattered throughout -the
i Negro area which provide the focal point for most of the social activities of
these people. Each of the churches have a few members from the immediate

o neighborhood and in many ‘instances there is a tormal dress ritual or mysticism

! which retainszthe interest of the group. 'In recent years athletic contests
among Negroes have-increased to the point {£hat there recently were observed
several softball.and baseball teams playing in games which had attracted '
thousands of. spectators. , o L

There is one major high school in this area, the Du Sable High
‘School, which provides a frequent meebting place for various Negro organizations.
In this regard, a teacher of history in this school has advised that during the
past twenty years in the Chicago area he has observed very little gain in the
average Negro's education or his feeling of social responsibility. This lack
of gain is attributed to the inability of the average Negro to obtain responsible
employment . Furthermore, the uneducated Negro is stated to be deeply interdsted in
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fanatical or mystical organizations, of which there are many in Chicago,
_becauss of the fact that it gives the individual Negro some feeling of im- .
portance to be. assoclated with a secret organization of this type. - In this
+ .connection, this same source of information has advised that the attraction
" for the mystical or fanatical has existed for over a perlod of years and .
* that very little of it, in his eatimation, comes from actusl forelgn~inspired.
propaganda and-agitation. [ VR O DTN S e e

L ATTITUDE OF THE NEGRO TOWARD THE WAR .-
PR “Several sources of information have advised that ‘there.is a great
deal of lack of interest, if not opposition, %o.the war effort at the preés--. .
‘ent. time. The Negroes in this area-of Chicago are sald to be poorly organized
.and uncooperative in Civilian Defonse activity, in their purchase of .war bonds’
“and stamps and. in.enllstment:in -the Armed Forces.. . With regard ‘4o Civilian-i:
‘Defense activity, an informent who is active in Civilian Defense work in the . .-
South Side of Chicago advises that members of the Chicago Office. of Civilian : - =
Defense have conducted lectures and have been active in publicizing the value . .. A
of thorough organization in.the Civillan Defense program. . The general response .
-~ to thls has been:"Why should we cooperate with CGivilian Defense? This'is the -
- white man's war,.: Let him take care of mwss". .~ .~ ° . TR X

In ths':éia.le of wﬁr boﬁé.s ‘and étam'pfs'," this'éaine informant also ad~.

" block and informs that his attempts were met ‘with opposition, although those -
" same individuals have money for nonessential and luxury items. o

Another source of information, a Negro, who is highly educated snd

who is employed in a Govermmental capaclty, advises that he has discovered that

- the attitude among the colored population in the Chicago area toward the war -
effort has been uncooperative and that there is a great deal of unrest with an
wndercurrent of dissatisfactlon throughout the area. This source of informa-
tion advlises that much of the unrest and digsatlsfaction can be traced to the
aga-0ld question of the Negro and ths white man as a result of centuries of
aiscrimination snd class separation. He has stated that in discussions with
hundreds of colored people in this area, many have expressed the general ’
theme that the present.conflict does not concern the Negro. e advises, how=
ever, that the Negroes:are gquite concerned over discrimination being ghowed
them with respect.to defense industry employment. . .

. A well educated and intelllgent colored professional man in the -
South Side of Chicasgo has been interviewed with respect to the Negro situa=
tion there and he advises that the average Negro feels very keenly his in-
gbility to obtain a position with many of the Government agencles and his
additional inability to obtain employment in defense industries on a compara-
tive basis with the white man. The opinion has been expressed by this source
‘of information that the reason Negroes are not more educated than they are .
at present is because there are many college graduates among the Negro people
who cannot obtain a position commansurate with their tralning. He bolieves
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' the Negro in general is patriotic although his class consciousness has - - .
" developed to the point whers the Negro regards the war effort with but a
lukewarm interest. This source of information states he is awars of the -
' undercurrent of dlssatisfaction but advises that more of this can be traced
" to the feeling of class consciousness and a lack of oroper education of the
"Negroes by responsible authoritles. He advises that among. the intelligent )
colored psople there is no'doubt that an American victory will be beneficial
to the Negro race but that the majority of the colored people in this area:’
have not had this brought to thelr attention forcibly enough or often enough. .
... He has further “stated that he believes the situation is improving among the .
- majority of Negro people with respect to cooperation in the war effort be- "
cause of the fact tha$ a considerable number of colored youths have been
called into the Armed Forces "~ o s v

nvestigation and inquities-mads with respect to foreign-inspired .
among the Negroes in this area has falled to reveal pro-German =nd -
ro-Nazi activities among the Negroes in. this area.. However, several indi- -
idusls, Negroes have been:Teported as having alleged Germsn sympathies but .
nvestigations of .these individuals have falled to reveal there is any. i
rganized appeal made in the colored area by pro-German forces. An anony-’
.mous complaint ‘has been recelved to the effect that Negro preachers of two .
different colored churches on.the South Side of Chicago have made remarks
o the effect that when defeat comes to the United States the Negroes will.
-meke slaves of the white race, 'Investigation of this matter has not shown
‘any connection with any outside source. R : R

o . Many. reports have been received indicating that Ppro~J apanese ‘
forces have conducted some work among the Negro race in an effort to win -
their sympathy to the Japanese Government. The line of attack is stated to
be that the colored population comprises sbout 85 per cent of the total popu-~.
lation of the world and. that inasmuch as the J apenese are also of the colored
race all such people should band together to defeat the white people. 4An
investigation of these reports has revealed several extremely radical groups

-believing in the Islamic religion or following mystical teachings and preach-

" 'ings that Allah is the living god who is to set them all free.

o This group is sctive in the Negro area in Chicago and is said to

- be the largest preaching the belief of Allah and the Islamic religion. The
Koran is their bible and a five-point star on a red flag constitutes the
Moorish flag.  The orgenization in Newark, New Jersey was allegedly founded
in approximately 1913. -In 1928 the Moorish' Science Temple produced an off-
spring in Pittsburgh and Detroit and a National Convention was held in Chicago
a2t which time there were estimsted to be seventeen temples with more than ’
15,000 members. Several flare-ups within the ranks. causing dissension there~
in have resulted in several independent brenches. In Chicago there are six
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individuals claiming to be the true successors of the prophet Novle Drew Alli,
the founder of the original grouP.

A confidential source of information hae advised that some of the
officers of the group appear to be meking a racket of their organization in
that none of them have gainful employment are are allegedly llving on the dues
collected from their members. All of the groups are extremely secretive and
ritualistic and meetings are generelly held in the homes of the leaders, the
members being teught in these meetlngs consistently that the black men is
superior to the white man. The membership of the varioug groups following
the- various leaders is sald to vary from 50 to 200 persons.

Investigations of each of these groups bearing the nams Moorish
Sclence Temple of America are being conducted. .

Allah Temple of Ielam

Another of the groups teaching velief in the Islam religion is the
Allah Temple of Islam, the main chapter of which 1a loocated at 104 East 5lst
Street, Chicago, Illinois. It is estimated that from 200 to 300 Negroes in
the City of Chicego are members of this Temple. Investigetion of this group
reveals that the members are for the most part from the lower class of Negroes
and are strong bellevers in mysticlem. One of the leaders of this group,
Gulam Bogans, who has also been known as Elijeh Mohammed and Elijeh Mugk Muck,
is presently under $5,000 bond for fallure to register under the Selective
Training and Service Act. A Federel Grand Jury sitting in Chicago returned
an indictment on October 23, 1942, against E1ijah Mohammed in eight oounts,
charging sedition. An indictment was also returned at this time against
Iinn Karriem and Pauline Bahar, as well as Sultan Mohammed of Milwaukee,
Wigconsin, and David Jones of Washington, charging them with conspiracy to
commit sedition.

It was reported that various leaders of the Japanese people believed
the Government was Justified in arresting the leader of this cult. These
Jeapanesge were gaid to have stated there was no Japanese activity within the
organization in recent yeers and if there bad been any Japanese individual
active in the organization he mist have returned to Japan long agoe

in December, 1942, £1ijah Mohammed was gsentenced in Washington on
a violation of the Selective Service Ast for a term of from one to five
yoars. The United States Attomey in Chicago advised on May 27, 1943, he
was considering dismiseing the indictment on the gedition charges agalnet
this individusl and presenting the facts to the Department for an opinion.

The Poace Movenmt of Ethiopia

This organization, gaid to be large and independent, has headquarters .
at 3144 South State Street, Chicago, I1linois, and sponsors meetings at this
address and business sessions on Wednesday ‘evenings. The general sessions
of the group, open %o the public, are held at the Bouleverd Hall, 366 Zast
47th Street, on Sundsy evenings and attract an average orowd of from 200 to
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350 persons. The orgeniszation was founded by Madam Mittie Maud Lena Gordan,
& large mulatto, born in Webster Parish, Louilsiena. .She is stated to have
been active in colored movements of a radical nature for a great number of
years, having lost a son in a race riot near Springfield, Illinois, in 1928
or 1929. The alleged objectives of the organization are the return of
Negroes to Ethiopia or Liberia. Madam Gorden was arrested on September 20,
1942, on charges of violation of the Sedition Statutes and sentenced two
years and placed on probation three years after the temmination of her
sentence. )

Thig organisation meets in Washington Park, 53rd and South Park
Avenue, Ohicago, on Sundsy afternoons in open forum, The organization has
been meeting for a considerable period of time end its leader, a college
graduate, one Stokely Delmar Hart, is stated to have made many seditious
remarks indicating his intense digpleasure of any activity of the white man
and reflecting his sympathles with Japan and his wish for a Japanege victory.
Thig individual wes arrested on September. 20, 1943, on charges of violation
of the Sedition Statutes. Hart was found guilty May 37, 1943, and was
gentenced to three years in the custody of the Attorney General on June 11,
1943. Motion for a new trial, probation and arrest of judgment were over-
ruled. ’

Uniyersel Negro Improvement Asgocliation

This organization 1s comparatively inactive in the Chicago area
at the present time and the membership of it is presently small in number.
1t is reported, however, that members of thig group are expanding their
activities emong former members of the Peace Movement of Bthiopia. It is
said that the members of the organization are oritical of the white race
but there is no indication that members of this organization are encouraged
to violate the Selective Training =nd Service Act or to be non-cooperative
with the war effort.

This organization traces back to the Marcus Garvey Movement among
the Negroes subsequent to the last war in which the program for the return
to Africa was promoted.

Just subsequent to the National Oonference of the March on Washington
Movement it was reported thet Randolph and Jemes R. Stewart, national head
of this orgsnization, conferred relative to the merging of thelr forces
in & common objective. One Toliber, a leader of a unit of the Universal
Negro Improvement Asgociation at 3636 South Cottage Grove, Chicago, Illinois,
1g said to have been asked by the March on Washington Movement to unite '
with 1t. The totsl number of members of the March on Washington Movement
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- 20,1942, is sald to have had a desirable effect. in the area, and the .-

in Chicago is approximately 5700 members, whilé the strength of the Universal
Negro Improvement Association in Gh.i.cago is not known. although it is
believed to be small.

i

The arrest of the leaders of the Washington Park Por\m, the Peaco
" Movement of Ethiopia, .and the Allah Temple of Lslam, and 70 members of the.
“.. latter group by agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation on September

reaction among the vast_majority of the colored population as reported by
sources.of information and its publication, is sald to have been good.™ S
However, reports concerning individual Negroes have been received subse~ '
. quently to the effect that pro-Js;panese or pro-Germsn statements were : . -

mde by them.  These,:of. course, are all subject matters of 1nvastigation W
and inquiries are being continued. -

COMMUNIST PAE! INFL’U'EI\TCE AMONG TEE NEGROES IN GHICAGO

'l‘he Gommunist Party since the 1nvasion of Russ:la. by Germany has

a.gitated on behalf of the Negro, urging that additional rights be granted
him in economic, pclitical and cultural matters. At the same time, howaver,
it urged the Negro porulation to. support the national war effort completely.
Howaver, in its work among the Negroes, the Party has combined its agitation
on their behalf with the remainder of the Communist Party line.

The following statements made by John Willlamson, National Com-
mittee member of the Commmnist Party, at the Midwest Conference of Communist
Party leaders held at the Sherman Hotel, Chicego, Illinois, on March 18 and
‘19, 1943, reflect the attitude of the Party toward Negroes: °

"We must see ourselves as a force for unity of all the Negro
people. Ths war is changing the thinking end actions of the Negroes,
a change of attitude under the pressure of the March on _Washington
Movemant. The fact. that while previously it was enti-war in its main
outlook, today it has \.hanged ‘80 that it now has incorporated the war
as one of its lssues.

YUnder our leadership, labor unions must be in the forefront of
the anti-poll._tax drive. Later we must exhibit activity to .abolish- all
Jim Crow practices with special attention to the varlous aspects of this
problem as affects the Army. The special questlon of transportation im .
the South, in the Air Corps and the danger of the War Department calling

'solely on Negro troops to be dispatched to the farms, sll of these things E

we rmust learn to prevent, to solve them and to overcoms them. We must

fight for the re-establishment of the Falr Employment Practlces Committee.

"In this connection, we should strive to strengthen the existing
labor victory commlttees, to establish them whenever possible to further
actlvize and extend the National Negro Congress which is reviving its
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activities, expending it as a real factor towards the Unity Movement of
the Negroes and in the course of all this, to conduct ourselves to make
our own contributions and our own position clear so that we will be sble
to recruit even larger numbers of Negro workers into the Party."

. A speech was made at this same Conference by Phillip Bart, Orgeanisza-
tional Secretary of the Communist Party for District 8, including the Indiana-
Illinois area, in which he reported on the mombership recruiting drive. He
referred to the figure of 39 per cent as being the proportion of Negroes who
hed been recruited into the Party since the beginning of the membership drive
on January 1, 1943, The total number was set by him at 137 nev members of
the Negro race. This figure, of course, represents an out of proportion
number of Negro recruite as compared with the number of white recruits.

. In the Ohicago area the Commnist Party has been working for and
among Negroes there thiough mainly its influence in labor unions and the
International Workers Order, especlally in promoting its program as to the
manner in which Negroes should be treated. This is in eddition to its
recruiting campaign. The actusl effect on the Nogroes as a result of the
Communist Party's activities is more a result of the Party's agltational
campagin for Negro rights rather than its attempt to recruit them,

The following detalls are set forth concerning a Conference on Racial
Problems, held on June 5, 1943 in the aldermanic chambers of the City Hall
in Ohicago, Illinois which are believed to exemplify the Commumist Party's
exploitation of the Negroes - in this case using the Detroit riots of June
20-22, 1943 as a means to its end: .

Thig conference is reported to have been called by Fullerton Fulton
of the Ohicago Industrial Union Council, 0I0. Confidential informents of this
Bureau have adviged that Communist Party leaders in the Chicago area also
had a definite part in the arrangementa for the meeting. Approximately 176
people, the majority of whom were white, attended.

According to Fullerton Fultonm, the purpose of the meeting vas to
guard sgainst the danger of race riots in the Chicago area and to re-
jterate that the Congress of Industrisl Organizations will not tolerate
racial discrimination in Chicago.

Mayor Edward J. Kelly of Chicago appeared by invitation and
spoke briefly advising of the dangers of unnecessary stimulation in inter-
racial problems., He left the meeting early subseguent to informing that he
had given a statement to the preas relative to a committee he would
appoint to study these problems. ’ ’

The following individuals were the principal speakers at the
neeting: A. L, Foster, Executive Secretary of the Chicego Urban League;
Samuel Levin, President of the Illinols State Industrial Union Council, CIO;
Oscar Brown, President of the Chicago Chapter of the National Agsoclation
for the Advancement of Colored People; Rdward A. Strong, National Secretary
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of the National Negro Congress, a Communisgt front orgenization; Earl B.
Dickerson, reported Jommnlst sympathiser, who represented the Chicago Oivil
Liberties Oommittes; Michasl Mann, Secretary of the Chicago Industrial Unlon
Council, 0I0; Robert Travis, Vice Progident of the Illinois State Industrial
Union Council, 0IO, and member of the Hxeoutive Committes of District 8 of
the Communist Party; William L. Patterson, Director of the Abraham Lincoln
School and member of District 8 of the Communist Party; Clifford Towneend,

& labor union reprssentative; Louise Thompaon, Midwest Directer of the Inter-
national Workers Order and member of the Executive Committee of District 8

_ of the Communist Party; and Frank McCullough, reported Oommunist sympathiszer
and representative from the Mullenbach Institute.

In substance, Foster is reported to have stated that interracial
understanding is contingent upon better housing conditions and elimina-
tion of diecrimination in the Armed Forces and industry. He is said to
have blamed neighborhood Negro newspapers for fomenting hatred and
prejudices.

Oscar Brown in his talk reportedly stated that there are ap-.
proximately 250 major defense industries in Chicago which refuse em-
ploynent to Negroes and by so doing got in a subversive manner. He
blamed the present situation on disorimination in the administration of
the Selective Training and Service Act and on segregation in the Armed
Yorces.

Bdward Strong, reported Commnist, declared the outbreak in
Detroit was not a race riot but an organiszed insurrection ageinst the
United States. He claimed that of the 28 Negroes killed, almost all were
killed by policemen-and that of 1,300 persons in jail in Detreit, 1,200
were Negroes. ]

Earl B. Dickerson stated the Negro people should join foroes
with the Congress of Industrial Orgsniszations as the best way to obtain
their desires. He claimed there is a "second front® in the United States
and that Negroes are not content to ait back as they d1d in the first
World War but rather were demanding full equality at the present time.

Robert Travis, previously identified, demanded that school text
books be revised to delete anti-Negro statements and reportedly called for
a drastic reorganisation of the Chicago Police Departnent. ’

Williem L. Patterson attributed the Detroit race riots to Fasolsts,
the Ku Klux Elan, Germsn-American Bund elements, and industrial menufacturers
who refused to adhere to the President's order ooncerning disorimination.

Oliffornd Townsend in his turn stated Negro soldlers were ready
to take up their guns and ¥clean up" the South. He reportedly said that
98 per cent of the Nesgroes are ready to die for freedom.

Louige Thompson is said to have conourred with the comments of
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the previous speakerse

At the end of the meeting a 13-point program, with certaln anend-
ments, was upnanimously edopted. Thig prograa included the formation of a
continuation committee to work with the one %o be sppointed BY Mayor Kelly.
1t also urged sending & telegram to the President urging him to address
the people of this country and asik them to avoid actions leading to mob
violence.

In summarizing the effect of the Communist FParty on the Negroes
in this area, 1t 18 believed that although the Party ig solicliting all-
out cooperation on the part of Negroes in the war effort, 1t is constantly
through its various forces, bringing to the attention of the Negroes
alleged instances of discrimination, gegregation and denial of equal
rights, the effect of which only serves to further agitate the Negroes re—
siding there.

The Ghigago Defander
The Chicago Defender was stertsd as a private enterprise by
Bobert S. Abbott, one of the leading colored men of his daye: Avbott died
in 1940 and left his estate, including the Robert 8, Abbott Publishing Oom-
pany, in the form of a trust. At the yresent, James B. Cashin, Negro
attorney, is chairmen of the Trustes Board. It ‘ghould be stated that Cashin

1s reported to be one of. the wealthiest Negroes of the United States and
bears an excellent reputation.

John Yengsgacke, & nephev of Hobert S, Abbott is presently the
active manager of the publication. Fengegacke is a young Oollege graduate
and is highly thought of. The widow of Robert S. Abbott, Mras. Edne Abbott,
i1g the present Vice President. ’

Metz T. P. Lochard 1s the Secretary-Treasurelrs Loohard has been
with the publication for approximately twenty-five years, having worked his
way from the position of an office boy to that of Secretary-Treasurer.
Lucius Harper is the editorial manager and 1s in a large part regponsible
for the policy of the Chicago Defender.

Considersble information has been reported concerning Metz
Lochard and Luclus Harper. Confidential sources of information have re-
ported that these two individuels have been present at many meatings of the
Oommuniat Party Distriot Nos 8 in Chicago, Illinois, and that at several
meetings held since July 1942 both Harper and Lochard have been seated on
the speakers' platform and have had mgde addresses at meetings of the Oommu-~-
nist Party. With regard to Harper, 4t has been stated that he takes ad-

vantege of every opportunity to appear at the Gommunist Party affairs and
that his political party work has alwsys been the Communist Party's work.




' A review of the editorials appearing in the Chicago Defender
reveals that the publication ig strongly behind the war effort and that it
ig most active in calling for a second front. A review of the lasues of the
paper also reveal that a considerable number of news ltems deeling with
alleged discrimination against the Negro in army camps and alleged acts
of brutality against Negro soldiers appear in its igsues. Numerous sources
of information interviewed in this area state that the newspaper is one of
the leading exponents of a program for unification of the Negroes, Like-
wise the recent lynchings in Mississippi have brought headlines in the
Chicago Defender and occasioned a great deal of unrest among the Negroes
in this area. Confidential sources of information reported that the
attitude among the general Negro clagges. following the lynchings has not
been good. )

The Pittsburgh Oourier, the Ohicago editlon of it, 18 the only
other Negro newspaper with an office in Chicago. A. N, Fields, an attorney
and o former asslstant Illinois State attorney, 1s the head of the Chicago
branch of the Pittsburgh Courier. A confidential source of informatlon
has adviged that Fields is a very responsible Negro who bears an excellent
reputation. Informent has further advised that the quality of this paper
is determined in Pittsburgh and not in Ohicsgo and that A. Ne Flelds has
therefore very little to do with the editorial policy or management of the

paper.
CH HI T

On June 30, 1943, the National Conference of the March on Washington
Movement convened in Chicago, I11inois and it has been gcheduled to continue
through July 4, 1943, culminating in a demonstration in the form of a parade
on Sunday, July 4, 1943. The first session of the Conference took place
on the evening of June 30, 1943, and was attended by approximately 500 persons.
A. Phillip Randolph, National Leader of this organization, presided, and he

"i1g related to have said that the March on Washington Movement was founded to

express. condemnation of those Governmental policies which permit racial dis-
crimination end segregation. He is sald to have announced that the Convention
would consider the development of what he desoribed a powerful non-partisan
politieal bloc to bring pressure on Congress for the enactment of the anti-
poll tex and anti-lymching bills. This political blos, according to Randolph,
will ask that Negroes be given "firast-class citizenship status."

Randolph ie reported to have algo stated the President would be
requested to form a national race commission for the purpose of achieving a
Congressional investigation of race riots.

Dr. Lawrence Ervin, who is the Eaatern Reglonal Diresctor of the
organization, also spoke at the opening meeting and stated the "Negre must
fight for his rights” and ®yho in hell is going to tell the Negro how he
should go about getting his rights." : ' .

At 12:00 noon, July 1, 1943, a business session of the Conveantion was
held end in attendance were approximately 110 people. The Credentisls Com—
mittee at this meeting made various reports. The Convention's program wes
outlined and permanent national committees previously appointed by the
Executive Board of this organiszetion were announced.
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An afterncon session was held on July 1 which was attended by
approximately 270 delegates and members of the public. A digoussion on "The
Outlook and Future of the Falr Employment Practicaes Committee" was engaged in
by Barl B. Dickerson and Milton P. Webster, both of Ohicago, who were former
nexbers of this Committee, and Harold Stevens and Thurmen Dodson, delegates
to the Convention from Washington, D, 6. A dispute arose between the
Protestents and Catholics when Dodson 1s sald to have attacked the President
for appointing Monsignor Haas as head of the Fair Hmployment Practice Com~
mittes on the ground that Monsignor Haas was not suitable because of his
treining as a Catholic priest. Stevens, a Washington delegate, led the dis-
pute against Dodson. .

There were two resolutions adopted at the afternoon meeting of July
1, one condemning the actlon of Monsignor Heams for his declsion in the Alsbama
Dxy Dock and Shipbuilding Corporation case in Mobile, Algbame, which permitted
Negroes to work om only four of the ways in the shipyards. This actlon was
labelled as discrimination agalnst Negroes. The second resolution was zn
appeal to have Dickerson and Webster reappointed to the new committee of the
Fair Fmployment Practice Committee.

14 1s said that both of the resolutions were gent to the President
by telegram. In this connection, Randolph is reported to have read a resolu-
tion in the form of a telegram to the minority and majority leaders of both
Houses of Oongress, to the Vice Prosident, and to Gongressman Fish of New
York in which an appeal was made that legislation be passed to create a "Com~
mission on Race in America." It is allegedly desired that this commiesion
rule on all racial questions arising in the United States. The last resolu-
tion was unanimously adopted.

A confidential informant has also adviged that a decision on an
actual march on the City of Washington will not be reached or discussed in
open meetings at the Convention until an answer has been received to the
three previously mentiomed resolutions.

The evening session of July 1, 1943, was held at the Metropolitan
Commithity Church, and approximately 600 persons attended. The speskers
included Layle Lane, New York Unit Secretary of the organization; Carl
_ Hansberry, wealthy Negro Chicago real estate owner; Cordelia Green Johnson,

President of the Beauty Culturists League of Americe; Henry Johnson, United
Mine Worker Union representative; Bayard Bustin, Fellowship of Reconciliation;
Dr. George Bdward Haynes of the Federal Council of Churches in America, all
of whom are Negroes. All of the speakers oriticized the digerimination
against the segregation of the Negroes in lsbor and in the armed foroes.-
Among other things urged were that Negroes secure political, social, and
economic fieedom by the use of purchasing power and the right to vote, to be
found in the total Negro population. Hangberry advised Negroes to take
advantage of all legal means to secure freedom from racial dimcrimination.
Bayard Rustin of the Fellowship of Reconciliation, which orgenization has
been cooperating with the Merch on Washington Movement in the %direct action
non-violence program! to secure Negroes' rights, urged that the March on
Washington movement follow this program. This progran includes Negroes test-
ing "Jim Orow" laws and customs through the use of non violence. HRustin sald
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" of force.

tant pacifist organization, has provided some of its membership to assist .. T
" ‘in such a program vwhich is copl S

. the part of white agitators and.policemen. At this meeting a program was:
“suggested whereby. Negroes would be educated by this organization for. teach-.

' restaurants; bus companies, and theaters to secure services for both Negroes -
~and whites. | It.-should be noted:this program was outlined largely by members-
. of the Fellowship of S L

" experiments would be made with the non-violence technique in the citles of
‘New York, Washington,- Richmond, Chicago, and Los Angeles, - The comitiee i
o glse recommended that the organization establish an institute to teach this
- technique with headquarters at New York City. .- R N

- mately 2200 Negroes, Among the speakers were Dr. Charles Wesley Burton,

Movement cannot be definitely established although as will be noted from above
. approximately 2200 Negroes were in attendance at the last session of the.

that violence would be suicidal and that no results would‘ come from the use

Tt should be noted that the Fellowship of Reconciliation, a mili-

ed after the technique used by Mohandas: '

N )

Gandni. of Indfas .

"%, Pauline uyers, National Executive Secretary of the Marchion : .
ashington Movement, in a meeting on the morning of June 2, as well:as other
peakers,. stressed the:importance -of members not responding: to viclence-on :

ing non-violence technique to include.approaching white proprietors of "

conciliations

this program decided. on’

the moming of Sy 2 Wt |

K committes on.

Tha COnfereﬂce continued through July AN 191.3‘and ended with a .
mass meeting ab the Dusable High School in Chicago. In attendance were approxi- .

President of the Chicago Unit; Dr. William Stuart Nelson, Director of the
npction Program® of the March on Washington Movemrent; Dr. E. Stanley Jones,
white, a missionary to India who has been described as an aid to Mohandas
Gandhi; A. Philip Randolph, Dre James Horace, Negro preacher at the Monumental
Baptist Church; and Reve Te Be Chapman, shilo Baptist Church, Englewood,
I1llinois.. ) S : .

The rallying power of the Chicago Unit of the March on Washington

National Gonference. At a meeting held by the organization in the summer of -
1942, approximately 8200 persons attended,  Thus it can be seen a degree Yo
of support is had among the. 300,000 Negroes in Chicago. There is, of course,
to be considered, influence through the activities and utterances of the
members in Chicago. - : ) c
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CINCINNATL FIELD DIVISION

Concerning the general situation among the Negro inhabitants of
this area, it has been reported that there appeared to be dissatlafaction
and anger because of discrimination against them as well as an apathy towards
the war effort. A number of reports have been received to the effect that
Negro inhabitants of the area have made such remarks as “why ghould I fight
for this so~-called democracy when my people have no equal opportunity with
the whites and when by fighting we would merely be killed by.the Japanese
instead of lynched by Southern whites®. There have also been allegations
received that some of the inhabitants have became arrogant and unsmenable
to law and order. Two incidents have been pointed out wherein Negroes have
throm rocks at police cars and where the police officers involved did not
dare to do anything about ite Tt is further alleged that this attitude on
the part of the Negroes in the area has becoms increasingly noticeable.

It has been the subject of many reports to the Cincinnati Office of the
Federal Bureau of Tnvestigation. The general feeling in the area was
described as being in danger and that someone is apparently scaring the
Negroes to an anti-white hatred. It is also alleged that the publicity
organization which is responsible for a part of the attitude is the
Pittsturgh Courier.

There are seven Negro newspapers published in the territory covered
by the Cincimnati Field Division. The editorial policy of all these news-
papers follows the national war effort and advocates better conditions for
the Negroes. i

_ The editor of “Union® publighed at Cincinnati, ohlo wrote a front
page editorial on December 18, 1941, containing statements that Japan merits
credit and appreciation. The editor asked why some colored people call the
Japanese names, and wanted to know if it was to curry favor with the whites.
The orgenizations active in the vicinity of the Cincimnati Field Division
are as followss :

The Universal Negro Improvement Assocliation is active in Cincinnati,
Ohio and James Re Stewart, the president of this organization, made a speech
at Cincinnati on February 22, 1942, in which he stated, *We will remember
Missourl and then Pearl Harbox¥ ——= #To hell with Pearl Harbor®, Stewart also
made a speech in Cincimnati on May 17, 1942, in which he allegedly made pro-
Japanese statements,

It is reported the original purpose of the Universal Negro Improvement
Assoclation was the redemption of Africa, transporting all Negroes there, and
setting up an independent government controlled and operated by Negroes. It is
said the organizetion has approximately two hundred members.
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The March on Washington organization has had some activity in
Columbus, Ohio even though a definite organization has not been formed. It
is reported that colored people at Dayton, Ohio have not supported the move-
ment very strongly but there has been discussion of the movement in the local

colored papers.

An organization known as the March on Tokyo is reportedly active
in the viecinity of Columbus, Chio btut an ocutside source reports that the pri-
mary interest of the colored people connected with this movement was to win the
war and to make the winning of equal righta for the colored, & secondary causee

The Double V Program has been quite active in the vicinity of Cin-
cinnati. Tt should be noted this organization was started by a colored person
from Kansas, and was adopted by the Pittsburgh Courier newspaper which con-
ducted a campaign to organize chapters throughout the United Statese. This
organization is also active in the vicinity of Dayton and Columbus, Obio.

In this area local chapters of the National Association for the
Advancenent of Colored People are in existence and are continuing their
campaign against discrimination and denial of equal rights to Negroes,
The organization is active in Cincimnati, Columbus, Dayton, Hamilton,
Hillsboro, Lockland, Newark,’ Portamouth, Steubenville, Urbana and Zanes-
vill., Ohio.

Tn the vicinity of Columbus, Ohio the Commnist Party has also been
active in agitating and propagandizing among the Negroes for their support.
As indicative of this it was reported that on August 26, 1942 a Communist
Party meeting was held in the Negro Masonic Hall in Columbus, Ohio at which
Ruth Perloss, organizational secretary of the Columbus Cammnist Party urged
everyone to write the President protesting the sentence of the three Negro
soldiers in Louieiana to death on rape charge. It was further reported that
it was announced on August 31, 1942, at a Commnist Party meeting in Columbus,
chio that the Party was having some success in recruiting Negro professors at
Wilverforce University, & Negro educational college at Dayton, Ohio.

. Another organigation in the Columbus, Ohio area, reported to be
formed and sponsored by Negroes is the Vanguard league which is active in
agitating for Negro rights. It is stated that its president, Frank Shearer
is reportedly a Commnist Party member. '
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In the Dayton, Ohio area an organization known as the Swatita Club
is sald to have been active. Actually the organization had no Axis leaningse
Tt is said to be composed of young, married Negro couples and is thoroughly
patriotice Recently the name of the organization was changed to the Eight
Twenty-Five Club to remove all doubt.

Among the Negro newspapers in this area are the Dayton Forum,
published at Dayton, Ghio, the Butler County American, published at Hamilton,
Ohio, and the Ohio State News, published at Columbus, Chioc. These newspapers
have g patriotic appeal and urge full participation by the Negroes in the
war effort.

An incident occurring in Xenia, Ohio, during the last part of Jam-
ary and early in February 1943 has been reported in which pear riots resulted
between white and Negro people in that city because of the refusal by motion
plcture theater operators to admit Negroes to afterncon and evening perform-
ances. This trouble is said to have been instigated by student representa-
tives of Wilberforce University and Antioch College. It was also reported
that some of the professors at these two colleges were in the mattere 1In
this connection, a letter has been fumished by a confidential and reliable
source written by one of the white students instigating Negroes to test segre-
gation measures in the theaters, This letter is set forth in part to exempli-
fy the type of agitation conducted by such white forcess

‘nThe action we tock Tuesday night was very successfule The
Negro students got here at five. We ate, had a meeting and then
started oute It was very carefully planned. The object was to dif-
fuse the Negro students throughout the theatre after the movie had
started, Small groups started out for the movie, getting there be-
fore time at set intervals. The Negroes, of course, were separated.
The Wilberforce students sat in the Jim Crow secticn. I and John Deihl
timed it so that we were the last pair of white students to get there.
We were followed by a Negro couple. We got to the theatre a couple of
minutes late and gave the sign to the couple behind to go in as the pic~
ture had starteds They walked in, after buylng their tickets, and went
all the way down the aisle past the Jim Crow section which is in the
very back. The owner followed them right domn to tell them to go back.
As he went down, all the Wilberforce students got up and quietly dif-
fused throughout the theatre, seating themselves by the Antiochians who
were by the aisle. Dennis, the owner, then, had to lean over 2 .people
to tell the Negroes to go back and was completely ignored by all. There
wasn't & thing he could do and he knew ite We really broke a precedent.
We had a meeting upon returning after the show, A Negro student and I
had formed a proposition which I presented at the meetinge I pointed
out that this wouldn't be enough, that we would have to approach the
Negroes in town and get them to cooperate in similar manner in the
future. Though legally within our rights, the very fact that there are
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" Jim Cr&w seé‘bibn's“i.in Springfield.and Dayton mékaa. it clear that it B
is tremendously difficuli to get a suit filed, without continual post-

ponement, etc. . I proposed an action committee to deal with problems of -

discrimination here and in Xenia. - The committee would be composed of y
our and Wilberforce's students and would meet as frequently as possible.’

we would’ thus- get. mass actionei: . The motion was passed and I was elected '
‘one of .the.4 members - which made me' a bit, embarrassed as I had suggest—

fights involving only": two people ,' usually. a wh:.te and a Negro employee.s

" With reference to these fights, he has alleged that a foreman in one.of. the

departments-at Curtiss-Wright had called Negro employees together and: told
them he hoped they could band together for self-protection in leaving the

plant and returning to'their homes which, according to the source of infoma- B
tlon, inferred it would be perfectly all right for Negroes to start fights’

with white workers. He has cited another instance in which he alleged a -

" shop steward of a union at this plant had advised Negroes in the union to
" fight back and to resist slurs on their race, The source of information

stated such instances only serve to incite Negroes and to encourage them to
commit acts of violence. , PN L

The source of information continued in referring to the Curtiss—.
Wright Plant situation, saying that it was aggravated by the fact that for
the first time Negroes have been obtaining positions of good pay and re-
sponsibility. Then, he has added, many of the workers are whites from Ken-
tucky and other southern States who resent working side by side in comparable

_ positions with Negroes. ' He furnished the opinion that over and above the

antipathy between the southern whites and the Negroes there is possibly out~-
side influence being asserted which is purposely inciting Negroes and help-

- ing them form the attitude they are beginning to take in this areas - ;

There are a large number of Negro orga.nizations in this area, the
leaders of which express sentiments varying from a militant nature in demand-
ing equal rights to an anti-white feeling bordering on a pro-Japanese senti-
ment., In this connection, a white confidential source of information has
advised of being in touch with Negro leaders of the various organizations in
Cincinnatli for a number of years. He stated that during the last two or three
years it has become plain that a large percentage of Negroes in the poorer
class in Cincinnati were pro-Japanese in thelr sentiments. He related one -
cannot approach any Negro, with the exception of some of the better educated
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Wwin'the war.“:He: gave as"'ansgxpl.éna_ﬂ.on’,fof’ﬁthia ‘the teachings of such men

ment .has been easy in that Negroes had already been f£illed with
they were unjustly dealt: with by the white people:in this country and were"
willing ‘o accept any other "master™: in preference.: He has also offered the

"% not known. However, the mumber of complaints recelved of individual Negroes -
» expressing pro-Japanese sentiments have increased and are not confined merely .
. to one particular area. In all instances, however, those organizations ex—

i,
T
ai sl

4 more wealthy individuals,’ :ﬁiﬂiout..hearing at one-time or another praise

or the Japanese or. statements by the maker that he would prefer Japan. to

3 Mimo de Guzman which fell on the receptive ears of Negroes in.the early :
g301s and the:repetition of:them by Negroes who. accepted:the teachings:of ¥
- Guzman..

[ This souree contimued, stating that spreading pro-Japane

opinion that allegiance to a foreign power and talk ‘of rebellion, along with
the use. of Htles and t;ni:f.fom;l,: have- been appealing to!many lIeg;r{qe;'ﬁ- minds..-.

i+ among the more militant Negro.groups in‘'the Cincinnati, Daytom, -
olumbus. and Springfield areas, at meetings of which pro-Japanese or at .o
Jeast anti~white sentiments have been expressed, are the Universal Negro
Improvement Association, the Future cutlook Ieague, the Good Samaritan Negro
Improvement Association, and the Moslem Sect. There are also such militant
organizations which confine themselves to strong anti-discrimination and
segregation views as the Urban League, the March on Washington Movement, the
Double V Clnbs and the Vanguard League. There is, of course, the continued
agitation in these areas by the Commnist Party working through its fronts,
urging Negroes to engage in the war effort wholeheartedly but at the same
time playing upon alleged instances of discrimination and the denial of equal
rights, thus exploiting the Negro and causing added unrest. -

The full import of the influence of the above-mentioned anti~-white
and in some instances pro-Japanese groups cannot be evaluated inasmuch as
while the attendance at the meetings rarely exceeds 250 or 300 persons, the
extent of spreading and teaching by members of the. principles dealt with is

pressing an antl-American or pro-Japanese attitude ars under investigation
and are receiving constant attention. . : L i
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" General -

‘Southern States.::He has advised that he. has heard of no Negro openly ::

" fack, anything:short of . 'subversive activity itself, to obtain for them= '

 that he believed most of the trouble or the unrest and agitation among

tos

- CLEVELAND FIELD DIVISION

. A'source of information who is believed to be in close contact S
with the Negro:population’in the Cleveland area has been contacted for .-
his views regarding the 'racial situation.there.'-He has stated that from:
his experience:and observations there are two distressing things among ... " . ..
the Negro population of Cleveland at the present time.. One:is the inability . "

tolobtain employment:for which they are qualified and the other is th SR
Ileged mistreéatment accorded Negro soldiers in Army encampments in

xpressing any-desire of an alliance with a foreign power and that he ha
ever heard one’ suggest such crimes.as espionage. or sabotage. He added,’
owever, that he believes:there is a strong feeling awong Negroes that i
they should use every.law, device, and measure of pressure available, in

selves rights and privileges which they have never before been accorded.
It was his further opinion that the Northern Negro.is becoming more in-
te_rested in his_;situation"than ever before. S T

This. same Source of information has advised that he believes -
there is a great amount of discontent among Negro boys between 18 and 25 .
years of age. - He pointed out that such Negroes have finished high school
and feel that they are as well equipped to assume positions in certain
industries or at least as well equipped to receive training in prepara-
tion for these positions as are any white people. He continued stating
that these individuals have been denied opportunities and for that reason
they are disgruntled at the white people because they are in control of
defense plants. As a result, he stated Negroes in this age bracket Ycarry
a chip on their shoulders® and as a further result rowdylsm, purse snatch=-
ing and petty crimes among Negroes are increasing. .In summation he stated

" the Negroes is a result of discrimination against them by wk_lite people. - -

s Another scurce of information, a Negro, who has been interviewed .
has advised that the attitude of Negroes generally in-the Cleveland area
with reference to the present war effort is that they are discontented
because they cammot obtain defense employment. He added that he felt the
Negroes are not enthusiastic over entering into the Army inasmuch as they
feel the United States Army is the only organization which has use for:
Negroes. AS a consequence, he concludes that he is being denied equal
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. rights and opportunities. This same source of information has related that
" he has obtained no indications reflecting any indication that the Negro's
attitnde is influenced by forelgn~inspired agitation. He has stated that
" 'Negroes are interested in ho other country and feel the United States is.
| “.their homes ’ He added.that in his opinion Negroes fesl their problem is: - .
‘. one to be solved at ‘the hame front. . He said that he believes the consensus . - L

‘situation is -that although. they arenot satisfied with their treatment in
this. country,: they, as-a:

‘there is theifeeling that they

‘advised that among the more intelligent Negroes there is no attempt to use . ' -

‘the present situation ag.a lever for bargaining power to.gain the ends that D

:7.the Negro race has, .as a:whole, been seeking. He said, however, that there '
is considerable effort -a'mqng[the unlettered class.to accomplish this. - He ~

heretofore ever existed and the reagon for this is that the Negro is .7 .
. becoming interested in the #plight® of his race as a whole. He said there
“is a considerable amount of discrimination against Negroes especially by

- advised that a considerable portion of the Negroes had resigned themselves

. did not wish to see the United Nations lose the present war but they would like
~ to see the United States and England get shocked very hard before victory, hoping

of opinion among the Negroes in this area relative to the international

whole, do.not believe they would receive. bette:
o£ - government

atment under. any other government or any other form

" “Another source:of information who is in’'a position to know an
understand the Negro situation in this area, has been interviewed and bad.
dvised that he believes.there:is no:disloyalty among the.Negroes and that
v ‘ ‘ 6 not want the United States or . the ‘Tnited
ations to be defeated but at the-sametime the Negroes do want some of
he hardshipsiand limitations which they suffer lifted.. Continuing,: he

clieves that there is now existing more of a nationalistic tendency ‘than

defense indusbtries and that in his opinion the way to overcome these dis-
criminations is to place qualified Negroes in positions and let them
prove that they, even though they are ‘Negroes, could do the same job as
the white mane. ) ) ’ .

1J'.T:i:l'.h.reg::u:'d. to the Negroes' entrance into the armed forces, he

to the inevitable and reasoned that they might as well join the Army. o

The same source pointed out although a considerable number of Negroes wanted

the war to last some period of time they felt the Negro race as a whole would
accomplish more in an internmational crisis toward having the limitations and
discriminations against them removed than in ordinary times. He said that they . -




that it would make them rea]_ize tha.t d:.scnmi_nauons pract:.csd aga:.nst the
Negroes were wrongs.  He believed that thers was no actual subversive .ele- -

. ment among them. - Tt should be -pointed out at this time that the opinion
~.. expressed by this source of information with regard to the Negroes, desiring
" England and the United States to be shocked, has not been supported by other

sources of - informat.ion 1nterviewed

..... The Unity for victory Coni‘erence was held September 19-20 s 1942

‘a 'fthe Cedar YoM.CoAo. It was a two-day affair which was broken down into ' :

variocus discussion groups: ‘with each group reporting to the General Assembly-

at the close of the Conference.. :It was dttended by white.people from. var:.cmé -,

defense plants and a “representative of the Fair. Employment Practices (:om- ;;_

mittee in Cleveland, Ohice  No informatlon has' been received reflecting ...

any subversive activitles as far as the group is concerned, However, the B
issues which.were agreed upon by various panels, reportedly were comparable )

““to those usually adopted in Communist Part-y or Commnist delegated meetings. : -
. .They were the urging of .the immediate opening of a second front, the urging )

of the Formation of volunteer mixed regiments, the urging that Negroes -.
insist that the Secretary of War request citizens in the South to protect.
Negro soldiers through the creation of more Negro Military Police, the
agreeing that Red Cross discrimination against the Negroes must be eliminated,
and the urging that discrimination against Negroes be eliminated in con-

.nection with defense employment and tra.:ming.

The Grant Lodge of the Fraternal Or.der of Vulcan

This oi'ganlza‘h.on which has offices in the Woodland Market Build-
ing, Cleveland, Chioc, recently held a mass meatmg in Youngstown, Ohio, on °

.. - September 15, 1942. The meeting dealt with various alleged d:.scr:i.nu.natory
o practices against and denia.l of, eq;ual rights to Negroes.

'].‘he organization is a fratamal order organ:.zed for the purpose .
of uniting Negroes to pool their resources for economic independence and
to provide jobs in various types of business for its members. It also has

~ ‘the purpose of breaking down prejudice against the Negroes.
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The Future Outlock :I;eé.gde , Incorporated

- This organization hds its headguarters in ¢leveland, Ohio and bas .-
also been in existence in the Alliance, Chio area. Its President is Jomm: - .
0. Holly, a Negro, who makes militant speeches at Negro gatherings, re— . . .=
portedly following the line’of ‘fighting racial discrimination against -
: as well as seeking employment for them in in-

the Negroes:in war plants,; ) AR
dustry. : There have been reports that:some of ‘the speeches assume the'aspect = .,

.4 It has held ‘meetings in various cities of Ohio, including "' .
‘Alliance, Youngstown, Cleveland, Columbus and Toledo. It is reported:to o
‘have some affiliation with the Vanguard League, and at one time it is reported = -
have offered its’ supp! ‘to the March on TWashington Movemenbe IR

. ' Recently Holly contacted officials of the ‘Ohio Bell Telephone ' .
ompany at Cleveland, Chio, “demanding that Negro girls be employed as - )
:telephone operators and threatening in effect “that if such action was mot = - -
.taken by the .company, a mass meeting would be held in front of the telephone -
“puilding in Cleveland. ‘Holly is reported to have warned that when a group
.of people gather in such a manner, anything might happen. The outcome ‘of

- Holly's conference with the Telephone Company officials has not been

.- reported. -However, it is known that no meeting such as threatened by Holly
ook place before the telephone building in Cleveland. o

It is further reported that this organization succeeded in
changing the policy of the Palmer Machine Company in Akron, Ohio with
regard to the hiring of Negro women. This was also the case with the
Globe Crayon Companye. : .

This organization is said to employ an individual by the name
of Dewey M. Young, who is said to be the legal advisor and special inves-
tigator of the organization. Young is reported to have advised that his
work is to investigate the circumstances surrounding reported acts of
discrimination against Negroes and to proffer charges against those -
discriminatinge =~ . ' | o B




The Universal Negro Improvement Association

This organization, which has its national headquarters at 2200
East 4Oth Street, Cleveland, Ohio, has for its national president, James
R. Stewart, subject of an active investigation being conducted by the
Pederal Bureau of Investigation. It publishes a monthly magazine entitled
#The New Negro World",. Investigation of the organization to date reveals
that it caters to the more ignorant class of Negroes and has for its pur-
pose the redemption of Africa and the transporting of all Negroes who are
interested in going there from this country to ultimately establish a
free and independent government controlled and operated by Negroes only.

It is pointed out that in the February issue of "The New Negro
World", which is edited by Stewart, an editorial writien by Stewart was
to the effect that if Negroes were to be discriminated against as they
have been in the past, then he would say "to Hell with Pearl Harbor® rather
than Y“Remember Pearl Harbor",

Ihe Negro Press

In the Cleveland area there are two publications published by
Negroes which are the "Call and Post", a weekly newspaper with offices at
2319 East 55th Street, and the "Cleveland Herald", a weekly newspaper pub-
lished at 2290 Bast 7lst Street, It is reported these two newspapers have
coneistently for over a year, dealt in a militant fashion with matters affect-
ing Negroes, There is being set out hereinafter various types of articles
appearing in these papers since August 1941,

In August and September 1941, there were articles comp
about "Jim Crowlsm® in the armed forces and the treatment afforded Negroes
in the armed forces in Southern States. Other articles, however, during
these two months were matters of general interast containing very little
agltation against discrimination.

. During the period September 20 to October 19, 1941, there were
articles first referring to alleged mistreatment of Negroes in the South and
its potential effect on the war effort and an accompanying demand for fair
treatment for the Negroes there. Another article alleged that there was
discrimination against Jews and Negroes in the Air Forces of both the Army -
and the Navy. Another article, however, at this time reflected that the
Negroes were better off under the United States Government than under Axis
domination. Still another article reflected that Negroes were buying



. Defense Bonds and that if Hitler was counti_ng on race preaudlce as a dJ.s-.
. rupting factor in- the Um.'bed States he was “counting his chickens before
: ,they.hat,ched"-y PR i e .

I During the perlod of October 20 to November 19, 19!;1, an art:.cle A
reﬂected that the Negro has no pride in the way he is treated in.the Um.ted. v

States but- that under Axis domination he would be thrown into barbarism.:
other art:.cle .pointed out that labor: unions were discr:.m:x.natlng aga:ms
in United States defense industr::.es

'During:the- period November 20, vthrough December 19, 1941, :
entitled "Comments on: Current Events™. rei’lected that -the policy of the: Negro L
is to fight for the defeat: of Hitler but:ab the same time to extend demo-:..*
L ratic rights to all people.:: :There was also an article during this per:.od
dep:.ct:.ng the. great:disadvantages: the Negro would suffer under Axis-dom-
“ination. " Ariother article during: this period discussed the attack on
Pearl Harbor as a’"stab in_ti the back® and went. on to state that in 3p1te
‘of mistreatment’ ‘of the Negro “in this’ coun‘bry he was ready to serve in the
armed forces. -

: Dun.ng the .per:l.ad i‘rom Decemher 20, 19141, to Ja.nua.ry 19, 192;.2,
it was saa.d that Negroes were- expect:mg better and more generous treatrnent
from ‘his fellcw citlzens. . . . .

Puring the period Jarmary 20 to February 19, 1942, considerable
space was devobed to the lynching and burning of a Negro in Sikeston, -
Missouri, it being pointed out that such instances did not make the Negro
happy, however, he was still loyal.

During the period February 20 through March 19, 1942, an editorial
- appeared expressing the hope for more employment for Negro women. Another.
" article during this period reflected that "white supremacy® in the Orient
; ~ was taking a "beating". During this period it was also pointed out that .
¢ a greabt tragedy existed in the wasted labor caused by dlscrimnat:.on
L against the Nearoes. )

R Dw::x.ng the per:.od of March 20 to April 19, 191;2 ed:.torials ap—
e peared compla.mmg about the alleged mistreatment and d::.scrmmation
pra.ct:.ced in the’ a.rmad forces against the Negroes.

During the - pariod April 20 to May 19, 1942, articles appea.red
stating that the continued enlistment of Negroes in that area as messmen
in the United States Navy, the only capacity in which they were alle to




ing the Negro press stating that it was not subversive-and opposed to the

_ the present war effort. .

, " ‘_ 1ieve there is no foreign-inspired agitation among the Negroes. there bub
‘Stated rather it is the general and widespread telief that there is dis

© sequence their relatives in civilian life would not oppose. the war: effort.

"‘;éacbrélnely 1iberal if not radical® in many of his views, has advised that | o
" the proper way to solve the Negro problems is by one of three methodss ' - .-

serve, was an indication of the unquestioned loyalty of the Negro. Another -
article during this period pointed out that of all the discriminations. .
practiced against the American Negro in the Northern .States the Polish - v 0.
people seemed to have the biggest part. Another article appeared defend- - -

war effort but opposed rather to the way Negroes were being treated in.

In this area sources.of information interviewed advise they be-.

erimination existing against the Negroes..- One source of information has
cited the fact that there are many Negroes in the Army and that as.a com

" one source of information was. interviewsd who is reportedly

1. Thi'ough infarracial commitﬁees with no pu'blicitiy‘ or
: fanfare. : ‘ O

2. Mass meetings.;
3. Agitation against racial discrimination.

He stated that as far as the average Negro was concerned he
believed that he is making money, having a good time, and not doing mach
thinking. He related, however, that on the other hand, thinking Negroes..
believe the final outcome of the Indian situation will be an indication
possibly of what will happen to the Negroes in the United States.

A Negro member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars who has been
contacted with regard to the Negro situation in and around.Youngstown,
Ohio, has advised that the only information he has received with regard
to un-American activities among Negroes are those of the Jehovah's
Witnesses sect. :

With regard to thepopularity and the effectiveness of Negro
organizations in and around Youngstown, it was reported that inasmuch as
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there is no Negro District in that area, for that reason it is difficult
for organizations to operate and maintain strength. :

Future Outlook League

Until recently the Future Outlook League existed in Youngstown,
Ohio, and had for its president a Negro by the name of Bertram Carlson,
Carlson is said to have been close to the Communist Party, if not a member
of it and at one time sollicited membership into the Party. He was arrested
in Cleveland, Ohio, in October 1941 for carrying a dangerous weapon on the
night of a dinner given in honor of the Communist Party Secretary for
Cuyahoga County. The organization had for its purpose the agitation for
anti-discrimination moves.

National Association for the Advancement of Colored Peogle

This orgenization is actlive in the Youngstomm, Ohio, area and
is headed by Reverend H. B. Gibson who is said to have caused_considerable
agitation relative to the mistreatment of Negroes by white people in this
area. i

Communist Party

Although it has a general interest in obtaining cooperation of
Negroes in the war effort, the Communist Party still is active in the
Cleveland and Youngstown area in agitating for and among the Negraes.
There are various indlcations that the purpose for such agitation is to
gain the support of Negroes rather than to aid them in their alleged

plight.




'DETROIT FIELLD DIVISION -

In the Detro:l.t area, where there are well over 100,000 Nagroes,:; S
here are all of ‘the settings for a boam: c:l.ty. ~In-all phases of. the.:
‘economic and social life-in this city and its environs there is an elec-
r:.ﬁ.ed air.; Much of this has been the result of an abnormal Ancrease -in

gestion in 'bhe Detroit area,: especially in regard to amisement facil:.t:.es,
;; eating ‘places; public transportation and traffic. - It has also created a '
... great and deplorable congestion and shorbage of housing facllitles both

. ;jfor Negroes and whites. :

L These factors, taken into consideration with the mcreased tem-
‘po- of life brought about by the war and the preparation for it, are supple-.
mented by reported social and economic inequalities between wm.tes and
“Negroes in the area, as well as by subversive and allegedly un-American forces
exploiting the Negro population. All of these forces, each with its pro-
portionate share, contribute to make the general Negro population in
Detroit antagonistic, unsatisfied and unaympathetlc :Ln many mstances with
the wa.r effort. : R . -

s Set forth hereina.ftez: is tha.t informati.on broken down into its
vvarious phases which has been received, along with the confidential
~opinions and conclusions of confldential sources of information, which
‘ reﬂects these ,various forces among the Negro population in Detroit:

: PRO-JAPANESE AND ANTI—WHI’I’E INFLUENCE

The records oi’ an invest:.gatlon by this Bureau reflect that in
1933 and 1934 a Japariesse propagandist; Naka Nakane, an alien was very
active and to some extent, not measurable at this time, effective among
the Negroes in Detroit. He originated in 1933 what was then termed a
secret organization for Negroes, the Developmerrb of Our Own, by represent-
ing himself as Satakata Takahashi, a Major in the Japanese army, and
stating he was the representative in the United States of the Japanese
Black Dragon Society, an ultra-nationalistic patriotic group. The Develop~
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‘ment’ of Our-Own was incorporated in Lansing, Michigan, as a patriotic .. .. &
brotherhood.: . Through this organization Nakane was said to have promised .- =

assistance, arms:and money to the Negroes in a war against the white race,.
1aiming that Japanese-agents:were all over the United States in the in--
erests. of his:organization-woriing through the Universal Negro Improve-.

.~ .l Nakane was. deported: to Japan.on April:20," 1934, but: reappeare
August 29//of; the sameiyear at Vancouver in possession of $2,000, al-
though he was;without:funds:when deported.four menths:earlier.:: He:il.
legally re-entered:the-United States:at:Buffalo, New York;: on. Jamuary
1939, and:again. becameiactive:in the organization. : He. was:arrested o
June 22, 1939, for ‘this illegal:entry:and the attempted bribery of an.im~
migration’inspector. :: Heiwas: sentenced.to a term of three years! imprisone -
ment and a. fine of $4,500-0on September 28, 1939. He was subsequently
transferred to-the Medical Center: for- Federal Prisoners at Springfield,.
““Missouri; where he was:i0 be released February 27, 1942. Prior to his -
. ““release,. however, a Presidential Warrant. was issued for him and he was. . '
" again turned over to the Immigration and Naturalization Service in whose :
" custody he remained constantly until April 2, 1942, when the Attorney Gen—
‘. eral of the United States affirmed the order of internment recommended by
the Enemy Alien Hearing Board. Nakane has since been interned as a danger-
ous alien enemy. B i .

‘Because of the colorful character of Nakane'!s propagenda, his
effects in Detroit have been magnified clear out of proportion to his -
actual ability. - Occasionally there crops up, usually in an individual .
.Negro, a pro-Japanese sentiment. : This is not prevalent and there is no .
evidence indicating Japanese propaganda planned, participated in, or'set - -
off the riots.. e PR T - T

5 Nakane was to Some extent successful in fomenting anti-white
. ‘sentiment, and it is probable that some of the anti-white sentiment stems .
_ back to his influence many years ago. ’ o

: Investigations have been made of the Moorish Science Temple ‘of
- America and the Allsh Temple of Islam in Detroit, primarily along Select-
ive Service lines. There have been revealed forms of this cultism exist-
ing in spots throughout the Negro population in Detroit as units of these
two organizations. In membership and influence among Negroes generally, .
these organizations are minor. Their inception and activities are pri-
marily a result of Negro cognizance of inferiority rather than anything
foreign inspired. :
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Five members of the Allah Temple of Islam in Detroit have been
questioned regarding their failure to register under the Selective Train-
ing and Service Act of 1940 as amended, Three of the five have been re-
leased at the direction of the United States Attorney upon their agreeing
to register. Two, However, were held and pleaded gullty for fallure to
register. In the interviews with these individuale all refused to admit
any person had counseled them to evade the provisions of this Act. They
all did advise they refused to register because they were registered with
the Holy City of Mecca and, therefore, should not be registered again.

There is a branch of the Universal Negro Improvement Associa-
tion in Detroit which meets at 1516 Russel Street, 4 Reverend Wheat,
said to be formerly of Chicago, Illinois, is described as the Detroit
leader, while one William Sherril has been organization head in the De-
troit area. In this connection, it should be pointed out that Sherril
in 1939 as a candidate for the Common Council of Detroit polled more than

15,000 votes. The extent of membership in this organization is not pres-
ently known. However, it is knowm that in July 1942 a meeting was held
at the headquarters of the organization and approximately 300 attended.
Reverend Whéat spoke at this meeting and reportedly admonished Negroes
to reject the white man's ldeas and to think independently and said that
white men have suppressed defenseless Negroes. He is said to have urged
that Negroes take advantage of the war situation to secure their rights.

William L. Sherril is the author of a regular column published
in the Negro newspaper, “The Michigan Chronicle." In October 1942, in one
of his articles in his column entitled "Listen, America," he expressed him-
self as follows:

", ., . . We cannot defeat Japan -- we cannot destroy Hitler-
ism until we have honestly set forth to defeat and destroy the
enemies “of tolerance, fair play, justice and interracial good will
within our own borders . . . . We can't expect 100 per cent of our
population to stand wholeheartedly behind the Cause for which we
say we fight when only the 90 per cent is permitted the right to
work anyvhere, the right to live anywhere, the right to vote any-
where, and the right to be protected by the law, anywhere."

PRO-GFRMAN OR_FASCIST INFLUENCE

. ‘It is said that the better class of Negrées in the Detroit area is
definitely opposed to the Axis beliefs and they will do anything in their
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" power to assist the United States in defeating its enemies. W:.th rega.rd
. -.. to German or Italian inspired agitation, troublée and unrest, no :Ini‘oma.— -
- tion has been received to the effect that such forces are at work among
v the Negroes in. this a.rea 2 L .

CO!NUNIST EXPLOITATION OF. THE NEGROES

‘Outsid f,'ec omic: and social forces and influence,
_m.s‘l: Party and’its: various elements are-believed.to -be.by far. the most
esponsible-of ‘all subversive groups.:- While.the exploitation of the Negr
‘population. in Detroit has.been one.of its:foremost. activities since 1931
.the Party'a’ campaign mlNegro agitatlon ha.s been accelerated du.m.ng the-

: There has been an :Lnt.ensiﬁed dr:x.ve for membership among the
Negroes in this area by the Communist Party and special efforts have: been
.. made to recruit Negroes, especially, according to confidential informants,
those who are skilled workers or who have recently completed their trade
. “training. The approach made by the Commmnist Party is that the Negroes
" . should support the war effort in an all-out manner; yet, at the same time
"/ the Party decries alleged abuses of or discrimination against them. It .
not only pertalns.to the denial of. equal rights and instances of discrimi-
nation, but supports social intercourse and the abolition of separation -
of races. In this connection, a confidential informant who has been in
the Party and is well schooled in its techniques and who presently serves
as a private intelligence gatherer has advised the concensus of opinion
a.mong Party members is that no trouble will result from their disruptive
effort.s until after the war when Negro labor and employees hired during.
_* the war will be replaced by men- returning from the Armed Forces. The .
. 2 -~ opinion was offered that the Communist Party believes that after the war -
. "is over there will be at least a short period of unemployment, after:which
- men returning from the Armed Services will replace the newly trained i
‘skilled workers including the Negroes who will be forced out and onto a-
waiting list. Discontent will be the result and according to the source
of information the Party believes the Negraes who w:.ll be replaced w:ll.l
then become good Party members. ’

This same source of information has also advised of lmom.ng
of instances where well-trained and educated Negroes in Detroit have been
discriminated against as far as obtaining employment is concerned. This
. in turn causes discontent and a cynicism which fertilizes the Negrots
mind to a point where he is receptive to Communism. -




The Communist Party in the Detroit area has, besides adopting
an intensive recruiting campaign among Negroes, extended its efforts
through both white and Negro Communist Party members to control or in-
fluence Negro organizations. These organizations, in their order of
importence, are the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People Detroit Branch, the Citizens Committee for Jobs in War Industries,
the Metropolitan Detroit Council for Fair Employment Practices, the Negro
Youth Council for Victory and Democracy, the National Negro Congress, and
uThe Michigan Chronicle." )

The Civil Rights Federation, which is gulded by Jack Raskin,
has been exceedingly active in agitating for and among Negroes in the
Detroit area. The Civil Rights Federation is described as a Communist
front orgenization and Raskin, its Executive Secretary, ias stated to be
extremely close to the Communist Party, and Pat Toohey, State Secretary of
the Communist Party for the State of Michigan. .- In its attempt to influence
and agitate among Negro organizations, the organization is reported to have
received through Jack Raskin from John Bancy, Negro director of the Detrolt
Urben League, the mailing list of same 750 names which is said to reach
practically every Negro orgenization in Detroit.

The organization has been extremely active in making plans to
circulate a petition among prominent people to be sent to the Fair Enploy-
ment Practice Committee with regard to the alleged discrimimation in
Detroit against Negroes. It has also been active in circulating petitions
urging the recipient thereof to write his Senator end Congressman to sup-
port the Geyer anti-poll tax bill.

Mention should be made generally of Jack Raskin and his activi~
ties with regard to the Negro situation in this area. Raskin, who 1s re-
ported to be a member of the Communist Party and organizer of Section 9
of the Commmnist Party in Michigan, is in frequent contact with Pat Toohey,
Secretary of the Communist Party of Michigan, with reference to meetings,
maneuvers and other activities directly connected with the Negro situation.
He is often in contact, giving instructions or suggestions, with Negro
leaders who are either sympathetic to the Communist cause or are closely
affiliated with the Communist Party. He has also worked, according to a
confidential informant, with Governmental representatives concerned with
the Negro problem in Detroit, offering suggestions and support. In one in-
stance, he planned with a Governmental representative to secure skilled
Negro women workers for the purpose of directing them to various industries
in Detroit where they were to apply for jobs. The purpose of this was to
o?-tagn cases of alleged discrimination so that certain employers could be
cliiead.
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Following is a list of leading Detroit Negro Communists and
sympathizers who are reportedly active in the Party's work among their race,
Tt is believed significant to set these names out along with thelr re-

spective capacities:

Christopher Columbus Alston = ibtecutive Secretary of the
National Negro Congress: member and organizer of Commu-

nist Party.

Jemes_Anderson - Member of Section 1, Communist Party in
Detroit since 1931; has been assigned to aid in building
Commmnist Section in Ford Local 600, United Automobile
Workers of America, CIO. -

est Auyst. alias James Austin - Reported to have been
a member of the James Ashford Branch of the Young Commu-~
nist League in 1939.

William V. Banks - Repoi'ted to have been a member of the
Communist Party from 1931 to 1933.

Joseph Harris Billups, alias Joo Hill - Candidate for
Congress on the Commmist Party ticket in 1932.

Black, alias Robert Black - Has been a member of the
Jemes Ashford Branch of the Young Communist League and is
employed by the Department of Public Works in Detroit.

e Geraldine Bledsoe « Michigen sponsor of National Free
Browder Congress; member Sojourner Truth Citizens CGom-
mittee, Metropolitan Detroit Fair Employment-Council;
active in affairs of Civil Rights Federation.

Rose Bloun - Worker and orgenizer in the Communist Party;
grominent in Nathaniel Turner Club and International Negro
ongress,
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Jana Broyn - Member in 1939 of Young Communist Leagues
reported at present time to be Communist sympathisger.

¥illian Brown - Has been interested in Detroit Workers
School organised by Commnist Party.

Eddie Butlar - Member of Unit No, 2, Communist Party,
since 1935; has been a member of Internationel Iabor
Defense.

Anne Cash ~ Digtridbuted and circulated Party literature
and petitions in years 1935, 1936 snd 1940,

Don Antonia Clarke - Former Financial Socreta‘,ry of the
James Aghford Branch of the Young Communist League.

« Employee. Ford Motor
Company; reported Cormunist Party member and organizer,

- Sponsor second Michigan conference of
National Negro Oongress; alleged Communist Party member,

Gloater Current - Executive Seorstary of the National
Asgociation for the Advancement of Colored People; mem-
ber of Sponsorship Committee of the Free Browder Congress;
reported to be constantly in contact with the offices of
the Oivil Bights Federation, a "Commmnist fromt", and the
Communigt Party.

L_gnn_.__cmnm Militant member of the Communist Party
and Young Communist Lesgus,

John Dangy - Dirsctor Detroit Urban League; sponsor Michigan
Fres Browder Congress.

C 4 - Has been President of
Jameg Aghford Branch of YToung Communist League; active in
the Communist Party sub-organising committee; was on Negro
committee of the Communist Party.

w - Employes Willow Bun Bomber Factory; re-
ported member of the Young Oommunist Leagus,’

Otin Faton - Fmployee Ford Motor Company; active in affairs
of Civil Rights Yederation,
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Robert Evana - Detroit attorney; appeared at a Negro mass
meeting on July 24, 1943, sponsored by the Communist
Party, at which time he exhibited a ticket for the Blla
Reeve Bloor birthday party.

Charles O, Diggs - Michigan State Senator; Communist .
sympathizer; spoke with James Ford, National Committeeman
of the Party, at a Negro mass meeting on July 24, 1943.

Luke Tennell - Reported Communist Party member,

Mra. Margaret Forguson - In 1940 signed petition to place
Communist Party on Michigan ballot; was Recording Secre-
tary of the State Committee, International Workers Order
in 1941; is said to be active in the Civil Rights Federa-
tion.

- Progident of the Detroit Assooiation of
Women's Clube; is sald to have cooperated closely with
Jack Baskin, Executive Secretary of Clvil Rights Federa-
tion, and Pat Toohey, Michigan State Secretary of the
Commnist Party.

¥ H - Member of
Michigan Sponsoring Committee, National Free Browder Com-
mittes; alleged Communist.

-~ Former leader in Sectlon 1 of the Commu-~
nist Party; said to have been active in Commmist Party
as late as 1940,

Ben Hicks - Reported Communist sympathizer,

Hill - Active in Civil Bights Federation
and cooperates closely with 1%,

Joe B, Hill - Member of the James Ashford Unit, Young Commu-
nist I'.B&“ao

Honrietta Jackson - Member Jamss W, Ford Unit of the Commu-
nist Party, Detroit,

- Active in Communist Party affairs; sald to have

attendsd National Training School of Commmist Party in
New York City in 1935,
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¥illiem Latimore - Has been a member of the Young Communist
League in Detroit.

Felix B, Majpe -~ Active since 1923 in the Communist Partys;
has been an organizer in District 7; now a member of the
Orgenizing Committee, Ford Local 600, United Automobile
Workers of America, CIO,

Louig Martin - Editor of the Michigen Chronicle; sponsor
of the Committee to Free Earl Browder; presently active
in Party affairs.

Eﬁdggg_!ﬁggn - Reported Communist Party member; former mem-
ber of the National Executive Board of the National Negro
Congress, a Communist front.

David Mates - Member of the Communist Party Michigen State
Committee,
Doctor Jemes J, MeClepdon - Sponsor of the Natlonal Free

Browder Congress; said to associate with Communist Party
members.

Frank McDonald - Member of the Communist Party.

Reverend John Miles - Active member District 7, Communist
Party; active in Civil Rights Federation; member of the
National Negro Congress and the National Assoclation for
the Advancement of Colored People.

en - Alleged

ard alego Kpown as BYWATQ B
section organizer of the Communist Party.
leglie Powell - Member of Section 1, Communist Party.

Ivory Scott - Recently was active member in James Ashford
Branch, Young Communist League,

John Simmong (brother of LeBron Simmons) - Associste of
Commmnist Party members and attendant of Copmmist Party
affairs, r '

LeBron Simmops - President of the National Negro Communist

Unit in Detroit and member of Negro Committee, District 7,
Commmnist Party.
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Elisworth Steen - Said to be an active organizer of
Commmnist Party in Flint, Michigan.

Frenk Sykes - Has been active in Communist Party since
1934; spoke at a meeting on July 24, 1940, where
candidacy of James W, Ford for the Vice Presidency of
the United States was promoted.

Shelton Tappes - Associate of Communist Party members
and affiliated with Civil Rights Federation; President
of Ford Local 600, United Automobile Workers of America,
CIO,

Thomas Edward Tolsn - Supported Oltizens Committee to
Free Earl Browder; Chairmen of Greater Detroit Unmit;

close associete of Communist Party members and affiliated
with the Civil Rights Federation.

Herb Walker - Alleged President of Bomber Branch of the
Young Communist League,

W Paul W Ppul Willg - Jenitor, Chrysler
Corporation; slleged edvocate of Communism,

Beulah Whitby - Close associate of Communist Party members;
a supporter of National Free Browder Congress; National
Pregident of the Alpha Kappa Alpha Soclety.

Reverend Horage A, White - Sponsor of Citizens Committee to

Free Earl Browder; said to be an active supporter of
Commnist Party.

John White - Communist Party sympathizer,
Ed Williemg - Reported active figure in Communist Party

channels since 193l.

Lopnie Williams - Active in Communist Party since 19343
candidate for Attorney General of State of Michigan on
Communist Party ticket in 1934; is sald to have attended
Lenin University in Moscow in 1935.

Merrill €, Work - One time member of the Negro Committee of

the Communist Party; former Communist candidate for
Lieutenant Governor of the State of Michigan,
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Panl Wykoff - Chairman of the Sponsorship Committes of
Negro Youth Win the War Conference; associate of Comnmu-
nist Party members and affiliated with Civil Rights
Federation.

. ) de 'N. Young - Associate of Commmnist Party members,

Jeges Bapka - Member of West Side Branch of the Young Commu~
nist League.

! Eiger Barpes - Member of Roy Hudeon-Wonders Brench of the
! Young Communist Leaguse.

¥illiam Bartley - Alleged Commnist, Jackson, Michigen.

B - Momber of the West Side ‘Branch of the Young
Commnist Leszguse.

‘ Reverepd Willian Bowpen - Reportedly active 1n affairs of
| the Communist Party, Pontiac, Michigen; reportedly in em-
ploy of the Ford Motor Car Company.

John Crump - Beported to have signed Communist Party petition,
1940,

Oarl Hubbard - A reported Communist, Jackson, Michigan.
Marghal Jopes - A reported Communist, Jackson, Michigan.

- Beported member, Unit b, Section 2, District 7,
Communist Party.

Leg-~ - Alleged President of Young Communist League
?Branch,' Detroit.

- Baportedly sctive in affairs of Young Commu~-
nist League.

- President, Ford-Boy Hudson Branch, Young Comsm-~
nist Leaguse. '
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With regard to the Fegro membership in the Commnist Party
in the Detroit ares, the following information has been reported with
respect to the recent recruiting campaign of both the Party and the
Young Communist Leaguel '

The Party expected to recrult 500 new members from Februery 1
to May 1, 1943, in Detroit. Of the 120 new members first recruited, 54
were Negroes which repregsented a percentage of well over 45 per cent,
On April 13, 1943, it was reported at a Young Communist League meeting
that 60 per cent of the 291 new recrulis were Negroes. This flgure was
compared with a total of only 6 per eent of Negro members in the Young
Communist League one and one-half years previous.

Subsequent reports as to the recruiting campaign were received
that 886 new recruits were obtained., Approximately 50 per cent of the
new recruits wers Negroes. This figure brought the total of the Commu-
nist Party membership in District Yo, 7 to approximately 1,800,

The following information is set forth to reflect an example
of Communist maneuvering with regard to the Negroes in the Detrolit area.
On December 24, 1942, Gloster B. Current, Negro, Executive Secretery of
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored Paople in Detroit,
held a lengthy conference with Pat Toohey, Secretery of Diatrict 7 of
the Communist Party for the State of Michigan, This conference was called
by Tochey, a white man, who reportedly desired to acquaint Current with
regsrd 0 the housing and dormitory gituation at Willow Bun, (The FHA
hes erected dormitories near the Willow Run Plant of the Ford Motor Car-.
Oompany for the occupsncy of esployees of the Willow Bun Plant.) Current
is sald to have informed Toohey he had visited the Willow Bun ‘bomber plant
the previous week with other reported Copmunists, Toohey in turn is sald
to have told Ourrent the members of the Pederal Housing Administration
were willing and agreeeble to mix occupancy of the project if the United
Automobile, Aircraft snd Agricultural Implement Workers of Amerioca, CIO0,
would make a decision, Tochey reportedly stated the Union leaders re-
fused to teke a firm stand becauss of the great excess of Southerners in
Detroit, while other Unicn leaders were frightened, Toohey was said to
have asserted there had been a mesting of top union officlals a short
time previous at which time they said they wanted the FHA to make &
decision and they did not care which way it went. Toohey stated to Cur-
rent if he and any others were approached on the matter they should take
a firm stend inasmuch as the point brought up by the Union leaders was
pot actuslly the feeling of the automobile workers but was merely the fear
expressed by some of their leaders as & result of recent disturbences in
gome of the plants. Toohey is said to have then warned Current had been
approached by prominent leaders, including Union leaders who hed persuaded
him to accept an incorrect position, Toohey then explained thero was &
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coming election in the various locals of the UAVW and that there had been
a decided change in the membership with 400,000 new members coming in
with *different ideas” and 1,000,000 members having gone into the Army.
Toohey is further related to have remarked some of the Union leaders would
raise the point that it was not the prerogative of the Union but of the
FHA to decide on the mixed occupancy.

Toohey is further said to have explained the answer in avold-
ing trouble of bi-raclal ocoupied homes was in the ‘seouring of a reason-~
eble selection of tenants and not permitiing undesirables to move in.
then is sald to have referred to building wp community spirit.

ICAT, GROUP

In the Detroit area there are several Commmistic and radical
groups, in many of which membership is comparatively small, which agitate
for added rights for the Negro, These groups are the Soclalist Workers
Party, the Froleterian Party and the Socialist Labor Party. These groups,
while not large in membership, are oextremely sctive in distridbuting pan-
phlets and other literature pertaining to the Negro situation. Their
demende are militant and all vie among themselves for Negro suppert.

RGANIZATIONS

There are a number of Negro orgenizations in the Detroit area,
the largest of which 1is the Detroit branch of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People, A large majority of these orgenizations
are reported to have Communist influence in them in varying degrees. All
are militant in their programs to obtain equal rights for Negroes, to
abolish discrimination and segregation, and to generally urge the better-
ment of Negroes.

od Pacple

The Detrolt branch of the National Asgociation for the Advance~
ment of Colored People, located at 446 East Warren Avenue, 1s led by Dr,
James J. McClendon, President, and Gloster Current, Executive Secretary.
Thig organisation is said to have a mexbership of from 15,000 to 20,000.
It stages large meetings in addition to holding regular business neetings.
Its objectives are similar to those of the national orgenization. They
arel
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1., Educate America with regard to the Negroes.

2, TFight against racisl prejudice.

3, - End lynching.

4, Improve cultural conditions among the Negroes.

5. Secure votes for the Negro and educate the Negro in voting.

The Communist influence in this orgenization in Detroit 1s re~
ported to consist of Dr, McClendon who is said to have constantly engaged
in activities which follow the Communist Party line and, further, Gloster
Current who is said to be an active Communist Party member.

Op April 11, 1943, -¢his organization sponsored, along with the
Interracial Committes of the United Automobile, Aircraft and Agricultural
Implement Workers of America, CIO, an anti-discrimination parade and
rally in Detroit in which approximately 2,000 Negroes took part. Partici-
pants included such orgsnizations as the Socialist Party, the Workers Party,
the Communist Party, the Citizens Committee for Jobe in War Industries,

_ the National Negro Congress, varlous unions, Negro churches and miscellane-
ous civic groups. The general theme of the meeting was to demand the
United States to cease discrimination, Yo violence took place during the
parade, An exceedingly active part was taken in the parade end rally by
members of the Communist Party and by Communist Party sympathizers. Among
the speekers were Dr. James McClendon, Walter Harden of the Interracial
Committee of the Unlon, Gloster Current, Reverend Charles A. Hill, reported -
Communist, Walter Reuther, Leonard D. V. Smith, and Michigen State Senator
Charles C. Diggs. .

A resolution called "The Cadillac Charter" requested the ebolition
of discrimination, gegregation in housing and in the Army, the poll tax,
end lynching.

Natio; Negro © es

The Detroit Council of this orgenization has its headquarters
at 685 Gratiot Avenue, Detroit, Michigen, Its officers are as follows:

LeBron Simmons, President

Coleman Young, Executive Secretary
Hodgee Mason
Jennetta Welch
John Conyers
Nathaniel Smith
Samuel Fanroy
Reverend Charles Hill )
Luke Fennel )

Executive Board

N N o S
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Robert Evans )

Arthur Perry ) Executive Board
Walter Carey ) (Cont'a)
Quill Petway )

Its program has been made up of the following matters:

1, Rent comtrol.

2, Fair employment project council.

3, Particlpation in the fall elections of 1942.

4, Participation in and contributions to various
bWin the Wer Conferences."

A confidential source of information has edvised with regard
to this orgsnization that i is one of the contact fronts through which
a great deal of the work of the Communist Party and the Civil Righte
Federation is conducted. LeBron Simmons, Gloster Current and Coleman
Young are said to be often in contact with Pat Toohey, Michigan State
Secretary of the Communist Party, and with Jack Raskin, BExecutive Secre-
tary of the Civil Rights Federation.

a W S 1 Yel, [

Thig organization sponsored a meeting held on August 27, 1942,
at Milford and Vinewood Avenues, Detroit. The circular advertising this
meeting etated: "We, men workers, are fighting to secure jobs in industry
for you." Approximately 200 people are said to have attended the meeting
and several individuals alleged to have connections in the Detroit area
spoke, Among them were Charles C. Diggs, State Senator Stanley Nowak,
Lebron Simmons, Charles A, Hill. The speakers dealt generally with 21~
leged discriminations in defense industries and referred to the President's
Fair Employment Practice Committee and his executive order creating it.

M D ] F, B P e

This orgaenization, which has been organiszed in the City of
Detroit, is headed by Edward W. McFarland and Miss Zaio Woodford, white
attorney who is Chairmen of the Grievances Commlttee. The organization
has been active and working on the matter of alleged discrimination against
Negro women at the Ford Bomber Plant at Willow Runm, Michigen. It should
be stated that Miss Woodford was a member of the original organiring com-
mittee of the Councll at its inception in January 1942. She was also &
sponsor of the Michigan ¥ree Browder organigation, a Communist front or-
genization, and at present she 1s active in the affairs of the Civil Rights
Federation, another Communist front.

- B9 -




On Auguet 20, 1942, the Council held a meeting at the Lucy
Thurman brench of the YWCA in Detroit, the purpose of which specifically
was to discuss the subject of alleged discerimination against Negro women
at the Ford Bomber Plant. The meeting is stated to have served as &
climax to the picketing of the Ford River BRouge Flant (Gate Yo, 3) from
1:00 P.M, to 4:30 P.M. on that day. At the meeting Miss ¥Woodford re-
jated that on May 29, 1942, a committee colled on Harry Bennett of the
Ford Motor Car Company who she said promised the committee that there
would be no discrimination in the employment of women at the Bomber Plant.
She continued, saying that since the vislt there more than 1,000 women
had been employed but not a single Negro woman. She alleged that com-
plaints of this discrimination had been increasing 80 rapidly that the
committee had drafted a telegram setting forth the facts of the case end
gent it to Dr, Mclane, Chairman of the President's Committee on Fair Em-
ployment Practice, urging the Committee to hold & hearing with regard to
the matter. At the time, Miss Woodford said no reply hed been recelved
from either Dr. McLane or from Mr, Tord who had been forwarded a CODY.

It was sald at the meeting that a general discussion then
took plece as to what pert the United Automobile Workers of America Local
ghould have in the case. It was decided that the Upion could be of mno
help until Negro women were employed, &% which time they ghould exert all
efforts to maintain peace and harmony. It was then proposed that & ques-
tionnaire be drawn up and mailed to candidates for the State Legislature
to determine their position on proposed fair employment legislation for
the State of Michigan to be drawn up by & committee to which was named
Migs Woodford, LeBrom Simmons, who is a reported Communist, and others.
Miss Woodford then stated that the "Daily Prosgs" had failed to give any
publicity to the alleged discriminatory practices end it was then decided
that a report of the committee would necessarily have to telk to the
verious editors in an attempt to Wgtraighten' them out in this difficulty.

The meeting was attended by approximately 50 persons represent-
ing various civil organizations in Detrolt such as the Urban League, the
Nationsl Assoclation for the Advancement of Colored People, and the Civil
Rights Federation.

More recent activities reportedly engaged in by this organiszation
are the cooperating with the Civil Rights Federation and other groups in
attempting to procure bi-racial occupancy of the Willow Run housing pro-
Ject end the planning of an interracial youth committes of the organization
as a contemplated step to bring about the eventual and permanent integration
of Negroes and whites,

- 60 -




e
o

The Afro-American Benevolent Employment Assoclation

In August 1942 it was reported that the Briggs Mamufacturing
Plant had been approached by groups and urged to employ Negro women in
their plants. It is stated that there was considerable pressure placed
on the company but that the company absolutely refused to deal with or
make negotiations with individuals who approached it. In this connec-
tion, it has been confidentially reported that the company deems itself
quite liberal regarding the employment of Negro men tut that it absolutely
drew the line when colored women were involved.

At the same time the Ford Motor Car Company had been picketed
near its personnel offices, circulars were distributed advertising a
meeting held on August 23, 1942, at the Ebeneezer AJM.E. Church under the
auspices of the Afro-American Benevolent Bnployment Association. On the
circular it was stated "IF WE MUST FIGHT FOR VICTORY, WE MUST WORK AT ALL
JOBS AND SERVE IN ALL MILITARY BRANCGHES OF OUR GOVERNMENT, WITHOUT BEING
JIM CROWED." Advertised as speakers were Reverend Charles A. Hill,
William L. Sherril and Charles C. Diggs, Michigan State Senatore These
individuals have previously been referred to as reported Communist sym-
pathizers. : ‘

The meeting was held and was attended by approximately 200,
the purpose of which, as presented by L. D. Smith, the principal speaker,
was to "stir the peoplet and to 1et them know what is happening with
respect to their ndemocratic rights." The meeting on August 23, 1942,
was described by a source of information as one not having the purpose of
good Americanism but the sole purpose was stirring Negroes into racial
resentment.e

Again, on October 3, 1942, a meeting was held under the
auspices of this organization. It was attended by appraximately 20 Negro
men and women. Leonard D. spith was again the main speaker. He is said
to have consumed the entire time of the meeting in his speech which is
said to have lacked unison and coherence but was forcible in effecte The
topic of his speech was alleged to have been the effect of alleged in-
justices and inequalities said to have been forced on the Negroes in this
countrye. )

March on Washington Movemént

On September 26 and 27, 1942, a natiocnal policy conference of
the March on Washington Movement was held in Detroit, Michigane Approxi-
mately 35 Negro delegates were in attendance from various large cities,




including New York, Washington, St. lLouis, Chicago, Detroit, and Tampa,
Florida. At the conference the organization's principles were formulated
and the United States was divided into five regions which were in turn
subdivided into lesser units. The purpose of the meeting was to institute

a membership campaign to muster enough members for any concerted mass
action. The question &8 to whether or not a march on the City of Washington
would be made was postponed for discussion until the national convention
could be held in Chicago sometime in May 1943. This organization in Detroit
is alleged to have Communist influence in it, however, the National Com=
mittee of the organization has contimously opposed the Communist Partye

Negro Youth Council for Victory and Democracy

This organization was originally led by Edward Tolan, Negro
athlete and reported member of the Communist Party, and Harper Poulson,
active member of the Young Communist League. The reported purpose of the
organization was to bring about interracial understanding between white
and Negro youth. It has also devoted its program to such matters as
anti-poll tax bill and employment of Negroes in defense industries. In
all of its activities it 1s reported that Comnunist Party members and
sympathizers take an active interest. The attendance at its meetings
varies at 20 and over. In April 1943 its.leader, Edward Tolan, was in-
ducted into the United States Army and the leadership was given to a
youthful Negro, one Arthur Bowman, who has in ‘the past worked with the
Republican Party. Bowman is said to.oppose Communist influence in the
group. However, Harper Poulson and other reported Communists interested
in the organization are said to have insugurated a campaign to discredit
Bowmane

NEGRO PUBLICATIONS

The following Negro publications are printed in the Detroit srea:

The "Michigan Chronicle” - Louis Martin, Editor, Detroit; the
npetroit Tribune" - J. Edward McCall, Editor; the npetroit World Echo,"”
Detroit; . "Hamtramck News"; "Detroit Echo"; "Pittsbturgh Courier,® Detroit
edition, John R. Williams, Editor; "Flint News, " Flint, Michigan; the
nLansing Echo,® Lansing, Michkigan; the "Lansing State Echo"; the "Macomb
County Echo," Mt. Clemens, Michigan; and the "Pontiac Echo, " Pontiac,
Michigan. E

With regard to the nichigan Chronicle," said to have the
largest distribution, it has been reported that because of strong Communist
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tendencies of its editor, Louis Martin, and by virtue of its printing
news concerning the activities of Negroes in the Communist Party, it is
believed to be to some extent influenced by the Communist Party. However,
from general and outward appearances it deals with matters of interest to
the Negro race in generale :

The "Michigan Chronicle® is owned by the same company that cwms
the "Chicago Defender." The majority of its general news comes through
the Associated Negro FPress. Its editorial policy and local news apparent-
1y is directed by Martin and follows the Communist Party line. In this
regard, a confidential informant has advised that James W. Ford on Febru-
ary 7, 1942, in speaking at the Fort Wayne Hotel in Dstroit, stated Louls
Martin told him he wrote no editorials or invaded no issues which did not
take the same side as the Communist Party. It might be noted that Ford
is a member of the National Committee of the Communist Partye

An examination made of the issues of the MMichigan Chronicle®
over a period of several years has revealed the editorials written by
louis Martin have always been in accord with the current policy and pro=-
gram of the Party at that particular time. The paper has publicized
to the fullest extent the activities of local organizations, geveral of
which are reportedly Communist inspired and infiltrated which have as
their objective the elimination of discrimination against the Negroe.
local instances of alleged discrimination are given prominent attention
and those in which some form of violence has been displayed have always
been attributed to the Ku Klux Klan. Scandals, shootings, marders,
divorces, lawsuits, family trouble —- all are given front-page attention
by the newspapers

The "Racial Digest," a magazine which is styled similarly to
that of the "Reader's Digest," is published in the Detroit area. The
exact circulation of the magazine is not lmown; however, it is a Negro
publication and contains many articles pointing out alleged racial
prejudices and discriminations. It has contained articles by Reverend
Charles A. Hill and Lewis Martin, both reported to have close Communist
connections. It has printed condensations from such publications as the
uNew Masses" and the newspaper npM," the former of which is said to be
closely allied with the Communist Partye

THE, SOJOURNER TRUTH HOUSING PROJECT

This housing project was erected by the Federal Defense Housing
Administration with Federal funds with the ariginal purpose of providing




" adequate housi.ng»i’aciiiﬁies for Negro workers and their families. engagéd
in national defense werk. . The project ‘is located at Nevada and Fenlon o

_Streets, a site which was recommended by the Detroit Housing Commissione -

It is named after a colored woman. missionary, now deceased, who went by .

the name. Sojourner. Truth, and who is reported to have.been active in the .- e

State. of .Michigan - in:the: interest:of the advancement of Negroes,:

torm of opposition’arose.
said to-have:caused.the:

arty:and;its front ‘organizations;’ it v
in an attempbito have the original-regulations:as to the occupancy ‘placed
in effectiagain.: Delegates were: sent: to Washington, D. Ces and -in Febru:
ary 19L42:the zfegulations': were~changed and. the- project was ‘designated: ex~-.
clusively:-for Negroes.:: On February 28, '1942, the Negroes attempted to- ¢ i
“move in. . White'residents of the -conmunity and-anti-Negro agitators of -
the National Workers:League ‘attacked them and a minor riot. occurreds™’: - -
Almost one hundred Negroes- and several white persons were arrested. -

-7 The riot caused a delay in the occupancy of the premises for .
_ approximately two months. However, in the month of April 1942 Negro -
families moved quietly into the project. The Communist Party, which
was evidently active in-agitation for Negro occupancy of the project, .
considered it a great victory and is presently attempting to apply its
activities to other Govermment housing projects which are now being :
. erected in the Detroit area. . . - S, S

THE COLON'EL HAMmAMGK.HOUSING PRomT

. . -As an aft

" members are reported to have immediately begun agitation for Negro occu-~'-
. pancy of the captioned housing projects " This project was being built in
~the City of Hamtramek with Federal funds for the purpose of housing war
vworkerse. No regulations have been formulated as to whether the project
is for the use of Negro or white workers or both. Nevertheless the Com~
munist Party and its fronts, except the Civil Rights Federation, have been
constantly agitating and demanding that Negro workers be given their full
share in the occupancye. Recently, under the dirsction of the Negro attor-

-6l -

th of the "Sojourner Truth victory" of the Party, =




.of the project is being sought}'.v a:;’ter,by bthe'.ConmqnistvPa‘rty. ‘

RACTAL, TROUBLE IN DETROIT SCHOOLS

~ white people and from information received.there has apparently been no k

ney and ~répor'oed Communist leader, LeBron Simmons, a temporary ihjﬁnction .
was applied for and secured restraining the City of Hamtramck and its
housing commission in designating the project for white workeArskon]qr. .

. According to a confidential source of information, the injunc— -
tion was to the effect that the Hamtramck Housing Authority could grant ™~
no more than 93 per cent of the project to white people and that there R T
must be at least 7 per- cent Negroes mixed in with thems .- It is said that. -
segregation is not desired and rather interracial mixing in various units - .’

’ ﬁegfoés in 't;ﬁei Detroit area attend the same schools as do '

agitation or-trouble in the schools other than minor arguments among ::-:
Negro and white pupils,  However,. on.September 23, 2l and 25, 1942, at
Lincoln High School in Detroit there occurred a race riots The school -
has an attendance of approximately 600 out of which there are between 75
and 80 Negro students. In 1941 there had also been a race riot there.

On September 23, 1942, the Police Department of Detroit re-
ceived a call from the High School to the effect that a riot had started .
after a Negro student had accidentally bumped into a white boy in a locker
room. Three white boys were arrested and later released. Several Negroes
were also arrested because of the participation. According to information
received, the white boys were the cause of the trouble. = R T

' The "Detroit News" under date of. January 1l, 19L3, stated 150 - -
Negroes calling themselves "the Brewster Street gang" entered the Norvell .~
School, 2963 Arndt Street, Detroit, at 3:50 P.M., on January 13 to beab ..
up a certain Negro girl who allegedly was not a member of the gange - Ac—.
cording to the article, when their entrance was opposed by a white teacher,
the vihite schoolteacher was struck on the face and suffered a minor injurye:
Iieutenant Charles D'hondt of the Hunt Station, who, according to the
paper, conducted an investigation, was quoted as saying the gang was led
by a 15-year-old Negro girl. In addition to striking the white school-
teacher, it was said that the girls attacked three Negro teachers and a
janitor who had been called to lock the door. - - : o

On April 5, 1943, a fight broke out between Negro and white

children of the Lowell Junior High School in Flint, Michigan, resulting
in a general melee after school had been dismissed. On April 6 and 7, 1943,
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older boys from other schools, both Negro and white, gathered at the .
Lewis Street Bridge in Flint and a general riot ensueds Rocks were
thrown, fist fighting was prevalent and according to reports some of .
the youths, particularly the Negroes, were carrying knives. An estimate
was made that 1,000 persons of both the white and Negro races partici-
pated, requiring a large number of uniformed police to disperse them.
After two hours the police were finally able to disband the group. It
is related that after city officials addressed the public schools the
children agreed to stop fighting on both gides.

RACTAL CONTROVERSIES IN NATIONAL DEFENSE PLANTS

In recent months considerable activity has been entered into
by the Party in agitation among the Negroes because of three so-called
rwildcat strikes" occurring early in the Summer of 1942 at the Dodge,
Packard and Hudson Defense Plants in Detroite The reported cause of
all three of these strikes was the refusal of white employees to work
gide by side with Negroes who had been pramoted to positions equal with
theirs. The Party, through Jack Raskin, Executive Secretary of the
Civil Rights Federation, has insisted that this trouble was instigated
by the Ku Klux Klan and Raskin is said to have originated the plan to
have the Department of Justice investigate the Wfifth column” activities
in the above referred to plants. .

Publicity is said to have been given to the strikes by all
Communist organizations in the Detroit area. The "Michigan Chronicle, "
a Negro newspaper, under date of June 27, 1942, under the editorship of
Louis Martin, referred to previously &s a reported Communist leader,
issued an editorial under the caption wKlan Plot Race War in Factorles,
Us S. May Act.® Martin charged that the raclal discrimination in Detroit,
including the Sojourner Truth Housing Project, the Packard, Dodge and
Hudson Defense Plant strikes and the trouble of the Hamtramck Housing
Project, is a part of a pattern set out by the Ku Klux Klan and ®their
f£ifth column allies." He referred to a protest conference immediately
following the strike at the Hudson Naval Ordnance Plant which was spon=
sored by the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People,
the National Negro Congress,.the Civil Rights Federation, the Detroit Irwin
League and International Committee of the United Automobile Workers of ’
America, CIO. This meeting, it should be stated, was conceived and planned
by Jack Raskin, Executive Secretary of the Civil Rights Federation.

Subsequently, at the convention of the United Automobile Workers
of America, CIO, Raskin's plan of having the Department of Justice in-



vestigate the alleged fifth column activities in Detroit was introduced .- -
and was voted down immediately inasmuch as the United Automobile Workers. . -.

. of America considered it an attempt by the Civil Rights Federation to .~

. have an investigation made of the Union.. It is said as a consequence re-: -

" lations between the Civil Rights Federation and the Union are presently

%% . In other-sections of this summary references have been made
to agitational:moves for-the employment. of Negro women, especially at .
the Ford Motor:(Car. Company..;iIt is believed that the circumstances sur

n +20,. 1942, appraximately 800 marchers formed a picket
line ‘around;Gate No. 2 of the Ford Plant in Detroit.:. The picket line
marched-around . this gate for approximately three and one-half hours
There was no. disorder during .the entire period of pickebtinge. . .....

. 7. Regarding: the situation at the Ford Motor Car. Company in the .
employment of Negroes, it is reported that arrangements were being made- .
" as rapidly as:possible to hire Negro women in the Bomber Plant and in the.
- Ypsilanti. Plant, but the company needed to be very careful in placing o
* Negro women among many white Southerners who had been hired in the plant. :
‘inasmuch as careless placing would be likely to cause disturbances. For -
that reason the company had been very slow to hire Negro womene

" In November 1942 a confidential informant advised of a rather
acute racial situation in existence at the Foundry of the Ford Motor Car
" Companye The Foundry employees were said to be equally divided as to .
white and colored persons. During October and November 1942, according
" to the informant, numerous small instances of walkouts and slowdowns- -
... caused by the racial animosity occurred. . R

: .. It was reported in November 1942 a white employee at the Ford . -
;- Island Park Plant in Detroit was attacked by two Negroes because of a:- 7 ' ’
remark made by him to one of theme The two Negroes, as well as the white
employee, were discharged because of their participation in the fracas.
Tt is alleged that officials of the Uniom, contrary to contract provisions
of the company, pulied a Negro worker off the production line to get a .
statement relative to the dispute. A deduction was thereafter made in the
pay of the Negro worker for the time lost conferring with the Union offi-
cials. The Negro worker verbally abused the foreman and disciplinary
action was taken by the company. A two-hour work stoppage on Army tank
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production reportedly took place caused by the Union officlals protest~
ing disciplinary action taken against the last-named Negro worker. In
this connection, newspaper accounts were to the effect the Union was dis-
satisfied because the discharged men were fired without their grievances
being properly handled. .

It was also reported in November 1942 by a confidential in-
formant that the 400 white and 300 Negro employees of the Detroit Steel
Castings Company maintained tense feelings.” It was sald that some of ‘
the Negroes were of a low character, having poor morals, drinking ex-
cessively and remaining absent from the plant, It was said that there
were approximately 25 or 30 Negroes who caused the trouble and threatened
fellow employees, both white and Negro. .

It was confidentially reported that on or about January 11,
1943, at the Hudson Plant on Jefferson Avemue in Detroit, a white foreman
attempted to have a Negro loafing on the job return to worke An argument
ensued and the Negro reportedly attacked the foreman and was joined by
another Negro standing nearby. A white plant protection officlal is said
to have attempted unsuccessfully to separate the combatants after which
he shot each Negro in the leg. .

On January 12, 19.3, George"clarence Myers, a Negro, age 19, was
indicted for sabotage in connection with his activities at the Chrysler
Plant, East Jefferson Avenue, Detroit, where he was employed as a Janitor.
Myers had written obscene and unpatriotic statements across the face of
patriotic posters in the Plant, one of which was "Your son should have died
long ago. The Japs are going to win anyway." Another was "Americans are
our enemies in the United States; they are rotten =-—," Further, Myers
kicked off gauges from a machine at the Plant causing about $50 worth of
damage and delay in the production of tank motors. Upon questioning, he
stated his reason for committing the acts was that he wanted to quit the
Chrysler Plant and take a better job at the Ford Plant, and there was some
delay about his release. He denied any affiliations with any un-American
organizations and his mother and sister advised they lmew of no pro-Japanese
organization with which he was comnmecteds Plant protection officials at
the Chrysler Plant said they observed other Negro employees were quite in-
censed over Myers! activities and some had offered to do him bodily harme

o



In April 1943 it was reported that there was considerable
agitation and tension among employees of the Plymouth Motor Car Company,
especlally in Department 81 which is said to employ quite a few Negroes.
A source of information has informed that it is very apparent that re-
sentment of Negroes being employed there exists among the white employeese
In this connection, a pamphlet was made available as distributed by Ce
George "Pop" Edelen, President of Local 51, UAW-CIO (an alleged member
of the Communist Party), entitled wplymouth Management Intimidates Work-
ers." This pamphlet stated, among other things, "We call upon all stew-
ards on every shift to be on the lookout for these elements in the super-
vision and the !company stooges! who are intimidating the Negro women
in the plant. They should be reported to the Jocal union office and
they will be properly investigated by the Govermment."

Tt was reported on March 6, 1943, by a confidential source of
information that for the previous three or four days there had been a
great deal of Negro agitation at the Packard Plant in Detroit where an
attempt had been made to employ Negro girls which, in turn, aroused
many protests from white female employees. It was alleged that a former
president of the Packard Local 190, UAW-CIO, one Kurt Murdock, had at-
tempted to keep Negroes out of the Packard Plant. It was also reported
in March that there had been numerous racial incidents in Department FF
of the Packard Plant, including a two-hour walkout, when a Negro was put
on the assembly line and when union stewards favored Negroes and made de-
rogatory remarks to white workers. It is related that on March 18, 1943,
2,300 whites walked out of the Packard Plant in protest of the company
hiring Negro women. It is said that approximately 1,000 man-hours were
lost in this particular strike.

Another strike occurred at this Plant on March 20, 1943, when
250 white employees of the Gear Division stopped work in protest against
the employment of four Negro women as machine operators. The white
workers are said to have refused to. resume work until the four Negro
women were fired. The strike was unauthorized and the Union officials
attempted to make the strikers resume worke

On April 12, 1943, an additional strike reportedly occurred
at the Packard Plant when 100 Negro men remained away from work for one
day in a dispute with the management over seniority rightse Christopher
Alston, member of the Communist Party and Chairman of the Interracial Com-
mittee of Local 190, UAW-CIO, at the Packard Plant stated his Committee
was in no way responsible for the strike but alleged something would have
4o be done for the workers and the matter would be taken up with the.
management. :

- 69 -




S

A - On Har_ch.lé, 191;‘3‘, at the Aluminum Company of l\mericaiil; :
Detroit a tense racial situation reportedly developed over the: hiring
.of Negro employees. - A few whites and Negroes are said to have alter—

- racis ‘ “for a political fronte:: No confirmation:of
his was received, however.i:It was:-also-said that ‘the white workers
disliked,,ttheg’roes.usinQQ the same locker rooms.-: It was further =
alleged that. several . Southern: people in the plant refused to take

- supervision:from Negroes.. =. ... S TR}

" the raclal issues

Tt is related that on March 17, 191;3., one Negro walked out -
of the Carysler Highland Park Plant because his demand for higher wages
did not go through regular channels. On the following morning eight
Negroes in the Janitor and Shipping Department allegedly walked out in-

protest of this man being fired. During the day of lareh 18,.180 em=

. ployees also reportedly walked out of the Plant because of the racial
_guestion. -On March 19, 19L3, it was reported that at a meeting of =

Negro members of Local 490, UAW~CIO, at this Plant, who were on strike, & .’

_~" “the following grievances were stated as being the reasons for their’ :
U ostrikes - L enne oo . SR S

'Failure to remove Negro women from heavy jobs and use .
them in semiskilled work for which they were allegedly
trained. i : P o

Failure to upgrade Negro men.
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o " on March 19, i§h3, an undetermined mumber of men are alleged . -
to have walked out of the. Wilson Foundry and Machine Company ber_:ause of




On March 26, 1943, two Negro employees hired by the Vickers,
Incorporated, Plant were gaid to have been the reason for 200 white
persons leaving their work. Later additional white people quit, demand-
ing segregation of the Negroes, and separate rest room facilitles.

It was reported that on March 23, 1943, a number of Negro
men went on strike at the Chrysler Iynch Road Plant in Detroit, pro-
testing the hiring of Negro women to mop floorse It is said that the
women refused to mop the floors, stating the mops and the buckets were
400 heavy. The company in turn was reported to have provided lighter
mops and buckets with rollers. However, the women are said to have still
refused to work. The Negro men then joined them in the strike which was
settled on March 25, 19L3.

On April 13, 1943, 200 Negroes in the Dodge Division (Foundry)
of the Chrysler Motor Car Company reportedly refused to work from 12:00
noon to 4300 P.M. because ons Negro woman had been demoted in her Jjob
which allegedly it was later shovn she was not able to performe

On the night of April 8, 1943, at the Ford River Rouge Plant
one Glen Wagner, a white foreman, in the course of an argument with a
Negro, Paul Jackson, called Jackson a "Nigger." Jackson hit Magner who
later died as a result of a fractured skull, dJackson was indicted for
manslaughters .

At this same plant, on the night of April 9, 1943, two Negroes
reportedly attacked a truck driver inside the plant after bscatching” a
ride on his truck and seriously injured him, The driver, not sure of
their identity, believed they were workers in the Foundrye On the night
of April 10, 1943, two keymen of Local 600, UAW-CIO, reportedly smuggled
a Negro into the plant who had no reason to be there. The officials took
action against the keymen and the entire steel foundry, about 1,000 men,
is said to have gone on strike for one hour.

‘At the Willow Run Plant on April 9, 1943, a Negro woman re-

portedly fomented an unauthorized strike by 15 white women, after which
she was transferred to the River Rouge Plante
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"Street Railway' was: ha'r.lng an unueual amount of d.if‘iculty as’a’ reeul.

“an’ informant. advised the chief aim of & number of Negroes in ‘both the o

" be to make life:miserable for white people by making an issue of almost
- anything that might arise. ' Another informant of this source has re-:
 portedly advd.sed. that the Negro committeemen in the Aluminum Foundry of
* this Plant argue almost constantly and incite other workers by their
" arguments with the foreman. Allegedly these Negro committeemen attempt ]
+.-to slow up production by talking to6 the workmen when _they are attempting :
~.to do their jobs.: ,Bema.rke are. said to be’ consta.ntly made against the ...
“white people employed there. This particular informant has related that.:
- since the d=ath of the-" -foreman. who was killed by the Negro worker in the

: which oceurred in the Foundries of the River Rouge Plant was the " constant
" ment Worlkers of America, CIO, and the Ford Motor Car Company. Each -

- determine whether the Conmany or the Union has ‘the upper hand with the N

of. having hired nany Negro.employses during. ~the: previous monthe. :
the time, approximately one—-third. of the bus drivers were. eaid. 50 be’

{ »Un:l.te Statee ‘the: Negroes: will ‘have’ their “pla
04416 'was also ee.:l.d. that many. white: Southerners had. take.

I‘l: was: alleged. in ‘April 1943 by a conﬁdential source that

Steel.and Aluminum Foundries of the Ford River Rouge Plant seemed to . ..

'oundry the Negroes have not- created as nm.ch disturbancse

It hae ‘been f’urt or alleged that the ma.in ‘cause of tha strikes ™

bickering between the United Automo'bile. Aircraft and Agricultural Imple-v' .

1ittle gcievance is’ allegedly magnified into-a large issue which will .°

employeee. B

. On March 28 1943 32 out of 64 employees, all Negroas, in e
the "Chip Pulling! and Janitor Departments of the Plymouth Motor Car
Company went on strike in protest against the Government's order freez-
ing jobs. These men demanded either releases from their jobs or ad- . o
ditional pay. The Union was not behind the strike, according to informa- . !
tion received. . T
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It was reported that on May 15, 1943, the Hudson Naval Arsenal
hired 1ts first Negro toolmaker who went to work in the toolroom on May
14, 1943, A1l of the white employees there left the room refusing %o
work with him, The strike spread to the gecond shift which came on in
the morning and 600 workers in all are reported to have refused to work.

" Dhe strike was unauthoriged by Local 160 of the UAW-010, which Union,

through 1ts officials, attempted to persuade the workers to return to
thelr jobs without success. After a one-day layoff the men returned to
their work and apparently continued as in normal times, working with the
Negro employee.

The following information 18 set forth relative to the strike
at the Packard Motor Car Company plant June 3, 1943:

Sometime prior to the strike Carl Purcell, Chief Steward of
Department K. D. Packard Local No. 190190, United Automobile, Aircraft
and Agricultural Implement Workers of America, CI0, was asked by the
management of ‘the Packard Motor Car Company if there would he objection
to the upgrading of three Negro semigkilled employees in the Tear Down
end Beassemble Department of the Aircraft Division at that plant, Purcell
ig said to have stated there would be no objection. During the last week
of May 1943 three Negroes were placed in this department. Subsequently
white employees there walked out on strike. The Negroes are said to have
then been removed and negotiations were reportedly made with union offi~
clals who assured that further interruption would not be caused.

On June 2, 1943, two Negroes were returned to this particular
department and on the following day, June 3, all white employees of the
department walked out followed by all other employees of the Packard
Motor Car Compeny, Approximately 25,000 employees were involved and the
particular plant manufacturing airplane end marine engines was shut down.

The strike was declered an outlaw wildcat affair and on June 6,
1943, R, J. Thomas, President of the United Automobile, Aircraft and
Agricultural Implement Workers of America, CIO, made a public speech at

the Convention of the National Association for the Advancement of Colorad -

People in Detroit, stating he had ebgolute evidencq the strike was pro-
moted by the Ku Klux Klan and its reported successor orgenisation in
Detroit, the United Sons of America, and that he was turning over evidence
to the Federal Bureau of Investigation and would demand o Congressional
jnvestigation. He added that transcripts giving names and other evidence
had been turned over to the FBI in Detroit, At the same time allegations
were received that the Union made feeble and superfiocial attempts to have
the men return to work. )
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With reference to the allegations $hat the Ku Klux Klan had
instigated the strike, the following information reported by a highly ,
confidential and reliable informant is set forths }

According to the confidential and rsliable informant, Jack
Raskin conversed under pretext on June 4, 1943, with one J. L. Charles:
an alleged member of the United Sons of America. Ragkin is sald to
have stated in his call to Charles that he was "one of the boys® in the
organisation, According to the confidential informant, this conversa-
$ion was witnessed by Albert Deutsch, a reporter for YPM*, Raskin
allegedly saild, "We really got them guessing, haven't wel® and Charles
1g sald to have replied in the affirmative. According to .the informant,
when Ragkin agked when the strikers would return to work, Charles sald,
“Well, I don't know, don't know -- 1t shouldn't have been, you know, my
goodness, 1t shouldn't have been. They shoulda't have let them black
alligator baits in there®. The informant stated Oharles indicated that
four boys" were going to contimme the fight, apparently meaning the
strike, although there is no indication he referred to members of the
United Sons of America, Charles allegedly did say the Packard Plant is
a "white man's plant,” and allegedly indicated members of the United Sons
of America were in the strike. The confidential informant further re~
ported he heard Charles say in answer to a leading question from Raskin
that 1% would be good for members of the United Sons of America to get
together and plan the strike further, “Yes, work 1t out and have a, have
a real showdown”.

Thig entire affair was reportedly presented to the Wayne County
Michigan, Prosecutor, William B, Dowling, who indicated that no investiga-
tion would be undertaken by his office because of there being no basis for
local prosecution. The information claimed to have been presented %o this
Burean haé not been received from Baskin or other Commmists bub only from
& confidential informant in the Oivil Rights Federation. The substance of -
this conversation was printed in the newspaper "FM" and also in the "Detroit
Nows'. The"Detroit News® indicated that the information had come from
B, J., Thomas, as d1d PPMN. Raskin was not identified in either of the
articles, : e

Later in the day of June 4, 1943, after Raskin had his pretext
conversation, he is said to have talked with Goodman who digoouraged him
from contacting the ¥BI, expressing the opinion that he, Goodman, d4id not
believe it could be actually proven the Ku Klux Klan was behind the Packard
strike.
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It is to be noted that no data of any sort along these lines
were turned over to the Federal Buregu of Investigation either by R, J.
Thomas or by Jack Raskin, Executive Secretary of the Civil Rights Fed-
eration in Detroit and organiszer for Section 9 of the Communist Party
for the State of Michigan. In this connection, a confldential opinion
has been offered to the effect that blame placed by B, J. Thomas on the
EKu Klux Klan was distinctly to his advaniage as a means of covering the
lack of union discipline in the strike, it being alleged there were many
of the minor union officials and union members who participated in the
strike.

On June 7, 1943, 1t was reported publicly by the Packard

. Motor Car management that the striking employees were returning to work
and the three Negroes whose upgrading was the reported cause of the
original controversy maintalned their status. One foreman and twenty-
#ix other workers were discharged by the War Department for thelr activi-
ties in connection with the strike.

During the entire affair and wubsequent thereto no information
or indications were reported to the Federal Bureau of Investigation that
subversive elements among the employees or activities of the Ku Klux Klan
or any similar allegedly anti-Negro organization were responsible for the
strike.

In comnection with this particular section dealing with racial
digturbances in plants, it is believed significant that the following
information be set forth: .

1t is reported confidentiaslly that on March 26, 1943, a Govern-
mental field representative of an agency handling matters of Negro dis-
crimination contacted another Governmental representative connected with
the Hudson Naval Arsenal in Detrois, at which time the former advised of
a Negress having come to his office who complained that she had been dis-
charged as a result of discrimination at the Hudson Naval Arsenal, .The
latter Governmental representative in checking into the matter found that
the depertment in which the Negress had worked ran out of work and that
she had been transferred to another department where shie coxplained the
objects were to heavy for her to move. Employment officials told her
that inagmuch as no other work was aevailable she must necessarily be re-
Jeased but would be recalled when work was available.
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These clrcumstences were explained to the first Governmental
official who told the latter, however, that the case must necessarily
be turned over to Reverend Hill. Thig 1s Reverend Charles A. Hill,
Ohairman of the Oitizens Committee for Jobs in War Industries, an or-

- ganisation which has considerable Communist influence in it. On the

same day Hill is reported %o have contacted the offioclal at the Hudson
Naval Arsenal and directed him to re-smploy the Negress %or else'.

He refused to listen to the facts which the Governmental official had
secured and insisted that racial diserimination was the reagon for the
Negress being discharged.

On March 31, 1943, a delegation consisting of Reverend
Charles Hill, Negro; Forrest Sheffield, Negro, affiliated with several
Communist influenced groups; and Gloster Current, Negro, affiliated
with several reportedly Communist influenced groups, visited the offices
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in Detroit to urge an investiga-
tion of alleged subversive forces causing anti-Negro demonsgtrations in

. Detroit war plants. It was pointed out by the delegation that plants

had failed to utilize trained and skilled Negro employeese The juris-
diction of the Federal Bureau of Investigation was pointed out to him
and upon leaving, Hill, who acted as principsl spokesman, conceded he
had no evidence of fifth colum or subversive activity at work in the
Detroit plants.

1t was Teported in May 1943 that a representative of a Govern-
mental agency interested in Negro uncriﬁination had been in contact .
with Jack Raskin, who has been previously referred to herein as Executive .
Secretary of the Civil Rights Federation and reportedly an orgenizer for .
Section 9 of the Communist Party, State of Michigan, relative to obtain- -
ing cases on Negro discrimination. It is reported that this Govermmental
representative was advised by Raskin how to obtain cases of discrimination
as well as complaints, This same individual who is sald to have been in
contact with Raskin is reported to have been in the past very close to
Raskin, seeking Raskin's Jjudgment as well as supplying Raskin with plans
of the Governmental agency he represented.

RIQIZ

~ Set forth hereinafter is information relative to recent racial
disturbances end riots occurring in Detroit and 1ts environs. It is.
supplemental to that data concerning racial friction and trouble reported
under previous headings, including "Bacial Controversies in National Defense
Plants® and “Racial Trouble in Detroit Schools".
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E'i.ght«-—lviile Road Affair

. Tt was reported that on March 24, 1943, subsequent to a
fight between Negro and white students at Iincoln High School in the

.Ferndale area, & group of white hoodlums .allegedly instituted a reign.

. of terror among Negro residents of the Fight-Mile Road Community which
-~ 'did not subside until March 26, 1943, when State and city police covered -

" the area. It is said-that hoodlums rode through the district in auto-.
. mobiles firing shots.. Windows were, smashed in four business establish-
~‘ments.. A continued animosity was reported between youths at Lincoln
. High School..  Three buildings containing four bullet holes were reported

- and .on Friday, March 26, 1943, Negroes were alleged to have satb in. the.

- windows of their homes with firearms waiting for further violence. - In

this connection, it was said that the "“zoot suitt colored boys from
another section who constantly fight with Negro youths of the Eight-Mile

" Road area joined with the latter. By the next day, however, the situa-

tion had become quiet. The Eight-Mile Road section 1s described as a
poor slum area. Subsequent to this situation a student council was

formed at the Lincoln High School to formulate a program so as to pre-

vent the occurrence of a similar situation.

The Wichigan Chroniclet of April 10, 1943, carried an article
alleging that on the night of April '5, 1943, a "Klan inspired mob" of
approximately 100 white members terrorized the Central Avenue section of
Detroit's west side, smashing windows of the homes of seven Negro resi-
dents. Tt was said that the mob paraded the avenue from Tireman to
Warren Avenue unchallenged by the police. The article continued, saying
that feeling was running high in this community and that most of the men
had been absent from their jobs apparently well armed anticipating the
return of the mob., No confirmation of this information has been reported.
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" night and the amusement parks and recreational facilities in the Detroit -

" “there according to the reports. Belle Isle is one of the chief recre--

_practically exclusively a playground for. white people, although no color
" restrictions were in effect.: Recently, however, the oppos:.te s:.tuation
: has been true. :

- when the riot started, at the peak of the day approximately 100, OOO people -
. :were on Belle Isle and estimates have been made that 60 to 90 per cent of
" those there were Negroes. This, along with Negroes crowding other places

among white people who ob;ject to close association with Negroes.

- attempted to assist these women are said to have been deliberately attacked

~ to their sections of town and the whites spreading to their homes. The

DETROIT RIQTS ~ JUNE 20-22, 1943

Orlgm of 'l‘rouble
. Sunday m.ght June 20, 1943, was an except:.ona]_ly hot and sultry'

area were jammed. Belle Isle, an amisement resort in the Detroit Rl.ver,
was exceedingly crowded and there was an unusual proportion of Negroes :

tional centers for the Detroit area.. Until several years ago it was:

The Detro:.t pol:l.ce have adv:.sed that on Sunday, June 20 1943,

heretofore usually attended by white persons, caused a growing resentment

As nearly as can be determined, the riot started as a result of
an altercation on the north end of the bridge leading from Detroit proper
to Belle Isle, the north end being the part that is on the Detroit main-
land side. The altercation was either between a single white and several
Negroes or between a single Negro and several whites. The exact identity
of those taking part is not known. It appears that immediately after the
argument began, white people, including sailors, came to the rescue of
those whites already engaged, while Negroes assisted their brethern.

The police were called and attempted to establish order with
some degree of success. However, in the meantime the word spread like -
wildfire across the bridge to Belle Isle and many incidents occurred there
of a riotous nature. At this point, it should be brought out that reports
were received of a group of Negroes on June 20, 1943, snatching lunches
from white women and knocking them down. White persons who allegedly

by other Negroes. It was ong.nally suggested that this was possibly the
origin of the_ trouble.

EBelle Isle was emptied as rapidly as possible from the time the
riot began at approximately 11:35 P.M. on June 20, the Negroes returning

riots spread as the Negroes returned to their homes in their areas, pri-
marily the Hastings Street section which is lkmown as Paradise Valley.
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Incidents During Riot

At 1:00 A.M., Monday, June 21, 1943, the fighting and rioting =
had spread to the principal Negro sections in Detroit, particularly in
the Hastings Street and Forest Street section. At that time, approxi-.
mately 100 arrests had been made by the Detroit Police Department. -~ .
- Casualties were inflicted mainly as a result of beatings. ~ There were. . '
-incidents reported in:which Negroes dragged white people from their -
‘automobiles and beat them e e

A tores: 3 . "tihé'.Neg;:"o 'Ar;ection;«jzizre»re',loéted _a.nd‘-_this’ continued on"
“during thé morning of June 21. " There was a great amount of property: :.--

1721, 1943, ricting broke out near the Hotel Detroiter, located just outside
the main downtown business section of Detroit. -This particular trouble L
involved several. hundred people. There were also on this same morning

" several sporadic outbreaks in the congested Negro areas. - Many automobiles |

had been overturned and a number of groups of Negroes were milling around
in the Negro sections, especially in the vicinity of Hastings Street,
carrying bricks and other missiles. :

E Until approximately 10:30 P.M., June 21, 1943, there were
sporadic outbursts of trouble which included such activities as the
beating of Negroes by white people in white areas of Detroit and the
looting and destruction of property by Negroes in the Negro sections of

- this city. Much of the rioting after noon of June 21, 1943, was insti-
gated, according to the reports received, by gatherings and groups of
white persons in the white districts which are adjacent to colored areas
in Detroit., These persons stopped street cars, automobiles and busses
and dragged Negroes from them, mauling and beating them and chasing them
on their way. According to the information received, this activity re-
sulted in at least one death, Many of the white persons were teen-age
youths with a sprinkling of girls. One such incident occurred on Fort
Street adjacent o the Federal Building at about 5:30 P.M., June 2L.-
This was witnessed by Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and
they observed approximately 200 youths stopping several street cars and
busses from which they dragged Negroes whom they severely beat. These
persons were dispersed by Detroit police and police auxiliaries,

Prior to the quelling of the disturbances white people were:
in complete charge of the white districts and just before the declaration
of martial law these individuals roamed the streets in large numbers and
disturbances were caused whenever a Negro was seen in these areas. Several
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. pitched battles occurred on the border of Hastings Street in the Negro
district which is located just outside of the downtown area. It was
necessary for the police to use forceful measures on several occasions.

. In comnection with the looting of stores, it was said that

this was done presumably by Negroes in the Negro area. It was further ..

 reported that these stores and businesses which were.looted were, in the o
“'main, operated by Jewish business people. S Lo

" No accurate figures as to the actual. injury to production in - -
-the Detroit area resulting from the riots have been reported.. Examples-:
““persons teported for work at.the.Bohn Aluminum Plant No..3.which is a = -
" large foundry employing exclusively Negro personnel. "It was alleged ..

."that 60 per cent of the Negro employees at the Ford Motor -Car Company

. failed to report for duty on June 21, 1943.  In addition, a large number..
of white persons are believed to have absented themselves from their. em-
ployment since it was necessary for them to travel through the Negro )

district to reach their places of employment. Allegations were also re-~ .

ceived that a mmber of smaller plants necessarily had to decrease pro- -

duction because of employees being absent from work. It was also said
that practically all of the scrap yards which employed large numbers of

Negroes were shut down completely. )

Tt was reported on June 23, 1943, that production in the i
Detroit area was not affected as much as might be supposed as a result
of the riots.  The Fisher Body Company Plant No. 21 operated at 60 per
cent capacity, while Plants 37 and 40 operated at 65 per cent capacity.’
The various ordance plants in the Detroit area according to the Military
Intelligence Service lost 15 per cent in their production.

Negroes at the following plants did not appear for work on ‘
the first shift of Jume 22, 1943, although they were gradually returning -
at the later shift: i o . . o :

Michigan Steel Castings Corporation
Detroit Steel Castings Corporation

* L. A. Young Company
Boxing Department, Dodge Motor Car Company
The Garwood Plant
The Budd Wheel Company
The Budd Manufacturing Company
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. A state of martial law, pursuant to orders issued by the
President, was declared in Detroit, Michigan, and troops moved into )
the city at 10:20 P.M. - This was subsequent to the request of Governmor - . -

_Kelly made at 6300 P.M., June 21, 1943, that Federal troops be dispatched
to Detroit to be placed under State comtrol., It was also said that at

9305 P.M.; June 21, 1943, the Governor of Michigan admitted that the situ-

.~ ation in Detroit was out of control and requested assistance. . .

“thirty minutes.. The:r;j.oters broke up their groups. .. .. .-

Several military police battalions had been bivouacked ab . .7
. 'Fort Wayne, Michigan. These, along with two battalions from the Office
"0 i of the Provost Marshal, were sent to Detroit, in all totalling 2,500
;7 men. The situation was brought under control by 3:00 A.M., June 22, .
iz 1943, and since that time no violence has occurred. :

At Hamtra.mck, i chigan

advised on June 23, 1943, that feelings were running high among the
Negroes and white people in that area. Fifty-three persons, including
fifteen Negroes, had been arrested for rioting and fighting. The prison=-
ers were questioned by the Police Department for evidence of subversive
inspiration in the rioting with negative results.

At Fort Custer, Michigan

: A development collateral to the Detroit situation has been
reported as taking place at Fort Custer, Michigan, where on June 21, 1943,
at approximately 11:30 P.M., 280 Negro soldiers, members of the 543rd
Quartermasterts Negro Battalion, broke into the Quartermaster's warehouse
at Tort Custer. There they secured 178 rifles and a large quantity of

: ammunition which they loaded into several Army trucks. These trucks are

said to have proceeded down a road at Fort Custer in the general direc-

tion of Detroit. The assumption was they were on their way to Detroit.

Iater investigation made by military authorities disclosed the Negroes,

: approximately 70 per.cent of whom were from Detroit, Michigan, were

stopped by a sentry at Fort Custer. They abandoned the truck and threw

away & quantity of the ammunition and guns. It is sald that they apparent-

; " 1y intended to proceed to Detroit to assist other Negroes there. Ten of

P ~ them have been taken into custody by commanding officers at Fort Custer and

‘ are awaiting court martial for mutiny. No one was injured during this par-

! ticular incident.
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A% approximately 11:00 P.}., June 21, 1943, the situation had T .
- definttely improved after troops had been in the city for approximately .. =~

The Police Department of Hamtramck, Michigan, suburb of Detroit,




Arrests, Injuries and Deaths

. According to the latest reports, 34 persons met thelr death,
and out of the first 31 deaths reported,.3 were white persons, ~while 28
were Negroes. - About 700 persons were injured and there were approxi-
_ mately 900 arrests. While no police officers were killed, in excess of
50 were said to have been injured in various degrees, one having been - = . - o
. seriously hurt as a result of being shot by a Negro. Approximately 650 - v
persons were hospitalized, a considerable mumber of whom were injured - ST
seriously. -Of 54 persons Who were given 90-day jail sentences in the - .-

Cgudlby.e

.. Were Negroes.:. -Four persons, including three Negroes, were ‘found not

' Reports of Negroes Being Well Armed

According to a report received in Washington, Negroes were
said to have been well armed with firearms during the trouble. The
- Detroit Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in checking with
i the Police Department, whose statistics were by no means -accurate or
i, complete, indicated that out of 900 arresbs there were 93 cases in which
‘ individnals carried concealed weapons. The exact number of guns found
on persons was not revealed. Howaver, there were persons arrested who
carried other concealed weapons such as razors, knives and bayonets.
The persons arrested carrying concealed weapons were not broken down
into white and black categories. )

The individual who was believed to be the original source of
this report that Negroes were well armed with firearms was contacted and
he advised he procured his information from an unimown informant whom he
believed to be reliable and who allegedly knows ‘considerable relative to .
the Negro situation in Detroit. His information was that Negroes have
been purchasing guns from pawnshops, secondhand stores and similar
sources for some time. However, the purchases and possession of fire-
arms by Negroes, according to the informant, was not due to a planned
attempt to arm Negroes in Detroit, but rather due to individual desires
of Wegroes to protect themselves as a result of the increasing inter-
ragial feelings. The original source stated that he believed a2 repre-
sentative cross-section survey of white persons in Detroit would prob-
ably reveal a like proportion possessing guns.

The Detroit Police Department reported to the Detroit Office
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation that there had been an increase
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T

par:.no for any trouble wbich might arise with wh:.t.e people. T

in the mumber of guns found on Negro arrestees. . Their opinion Wwas that
this increase was a result of the feeling between whites and Negroes
having been intensified. The Police Department also reported in October
1942 that for -the previous four months permits for Negroes to purchase

firearms had tripled. At that time the local officials said they did not

know the reason for this other than they believed the Negroes were pre-

Re Ku Klux Klan wn

]'n every rac:.al dz.sturbance oi‘ any magnitude, mcluding str:.kes

: wh:.ch nave occurred recently, -there have been public charges-that. the Ku
"“Klux Klan or its successor organization in Michigan, the United Sons of
.. America, fitted into the picture as being largely or primarily and even

" sometimes exclusively responsible. Information received concernming the .
" Ku Klux Klan or its successor organization in Detroit, the United Sons -

of America, reflects that most of the members unquestionably dislike
Negroes and, probably, privately many of them are in sympathy with any
racial activity wherein Negroes receive harsh treatment. The opinion’
has been offered that if the circumstances were right, members of this
organization would probably assist in any anti-Negro activity they
p0551b1y could.

No tangible evidence has been developed indiéating the organi-

zation either planned or perpetrated the instant riots or had advance
knowledge of them. As an example, the United Sons of America group had

. a meeting scheduled for Sunday night, June 20, 1943, the evening the

riots began. Only six or eight members attended this meeting. Included
in the group was a confidential informant. The informant has stated the
proceedings were desultory. No mention whatsoever was made of the im-
pending riot and the members, after having a few drinks, went to their
homes, according to the informant, at 10:00. The riot broke out at 1l 235
P.M. on June 20, 1943. o

The opinion has been offered to representatives of this Bureau
that neither the Klan nor the United Sons of America is big enough or im-
portant enough to be responsible for a riot of this sort even though they
possibly would confidentially like to take credit for it if they could.

The Ku Klux' Klan has.been blamed publicly by someone for almost
every important racial difficulty in the Detroit area in recent months,

-In every instance it was to the advantage of the accusers to place the

blame elsewhere than among themselves. For example, in the Packard Motor
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Car Company strike, during the furst part of June 1943, R. J. Thomas,
President of the United Automobile Workers of America, CIO, publicly
blamed the Klan under conditions where it was distinctly to his ad-
vantage to cover lack of union discipline inasmuch as many of the minor
union officials and union members actively participated. The Communi st
Party and its forces, especially the Detroit Civil Rights Federation,
it has been alleged, found it to their advantage to blame the Ku Klux
Klan and the fifth column so that attention may be diverted from its
own inflamatory agitation among the exploitation of the Negroes.

As an example for the lack of any bases for these accusations
against the Klan by the Communist Party, it is reported by a highly
confidential and reliable informant that Jack Raskin, Secretary of the
Civil Rights Federation and reportedly an organizer for the Communist
Party, in a conference on the morning of June 25, 1943, told Ernest
Goodman, attorney and counsel for the Civil Rights Federation who has
also been active in defending Comuunists, "We have nothing definite to
substantiate the allegations that the Klan or fifth column was back of
the race riot." This statement occurred after several days of loud and
vehement allegations by the Party that these forces started the race riot.
The allegations have been included in stetements to this effect to the
newspapers by various persons.

Fact Finding Board

on June 24, 1943, Governor Harry dJ. Kelly of Michigan appointed
what he called a Fact Finding Board to inguire into the raclal disturb-
ances and determine particularly whether these disturbances were planned.
This Board is composed of Herbert Rushton, Attorney General for the State
of Michigan; William Dowling, Prosecuting Attorney of Vayne County; Oscar
Olander, Commissioner of the Michigan State Police; and John Witherspoon,
Commissioner of the Detroit Police Department.

This Board apparently immediately convened and after reviewing
the facts presented, as well as the information previously available, re-
ported to the Governor that as a result of its study there is no evidence
at this time indicating that the riots were planned or inspired. The
facilities of each of the members of this Board are presently being used
intensively in the making of additional inquiries to ascertain whether or
not the disturbances were, in fact, planned. The Detroit Police Depart-
ment is extending every effort in this investigation and has assigned &
large number of detectives to work on this problem. In addition, the
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Michigan State Police are also conducting inguiries, and the Attorney
General of the State of Michigan and the Wayne County Prosecutor's
office have added their staffs to assist in bringing to light any in-
formation that would be of agsistance in determining the facts in this
matter. It is incumbent upon this Board, of course, to report immedi-
ately to the Governor any facts brought to its attention indicating
that riots were other than of a spontaneous character.

The Board, it 1s understood, recommended against a grand
jury proceeding at this time on the theory that there are no facts
presently available to justify the calling of a body of this type and,
consequently, no reason for its existence. The Board has also publicly
invited all persons who have any information indicating that the dis-
turbances were planned or inspired to furnish this information so that
it may be considered and investigated completely.

Interracial Committee

In addition to the above-mentioned Fact finding Board, Mayor
Edward Jeffries of Detroit on June 25, 1943, appointed what he has termed
an Interracial Committee to study the general problem in Detroit and to
endeavor to ascertain the real causes, effects and solutions to the prob-
lems which have been precipitated by the recent riots. The Committee
appointed by Mayor Jeffries is as follows:

Chairman, William J. Norton, Executive Vice President and
Executive Secretary of the Children's Fund of Michigan; Committee mem-
berss Reverend Charles A. Hill, Negro, Chairman of the Interracial
Citizens Committee and Pastor of the Hartford Avenue Baptist Church;
Louis E. Martin, Negro, editor of ths "Michigan Chronicle," a Negro news-
paper; Mrs. Beulah Whitby, Negro, Executdve secretary of the Emergency
Welfare Evacuatlon Service, Detroit Office of Civilian Defense; Walter
Herding, Director of the Interracial Division of the United Automobile
Workers of America, CIO; Charles H. Mahoney, Negro, of the State Depart-
ment of Labor; Reverend George W. saber, Negro; Eugene schaeffer, Chair-
man of the Board of the Urban League; Fred N. Bubtzel, Attorney; Reverend
Benjamin Jay Bush, D.D., Westminster Presbyterian Church; Mrs. Adelia
Starrett, member of the Public Welfare Commission; and John F. Ballenger,
Superintendent of Public Welfare.

The following information has been reported concerning the
individuals designated:
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Walter Harding, also known as Walter Hardin, has been reported
to have been a member of the Michigan Sponsoring Comnittee of the Giti-
zens Committee to Free Earl Browder. He has been alleged to be a Commu-
nist.

Reverend Charles C. Hill has been active in the civil Rights
Federation and has cooperated closely with it. This organization is a
Communist front, reportedly.

louis E, Martin was a sponsor of the Citizens Committee to
Free Earl Browder. He is said to have been at times active in Communist
Party affairs.

Beulah Whitby is reported to be closely associated with Commu-
nist Party members. She was a supporter of the National Free Browder
Congress. She is also said to be President of the Alpha Kappa Alpha
Society. .

Contributing Factors in Riots

Confidential sources have supplied their opinions and certain
conclusions relative to the riots. They have advised that thinking
people in the Detroit area, although shocked by the riots, were not sur-
prised. It has been a topic of general conversation in the Detroit area
for the past two or three years and remarks have been heard that “sooner
or later there is going to be a blow-up." In this connection, representa-
tives of this Bureau in Detroit have informed that they have heard vary-
ing versions of this theme on innumerable instances during the past two
years.

These sources have pointed to the abnormal increase in the
population of Detroit which, they informed, has added to the congestion
in Detroit, especially as it concerns amusement facilities, restaurants,
public transportation and traffic. There has also been a deplorable
congestion and a shortage of housing facilities, both for Negroes and
whites. These are confronted with many white persons' antipathy toward
close and intimate association with Negroes (this, according to the
sources, being particularly true with many of the southern white people
who have come to Detroit during the past few years) and the Negro's
natural desire to receive complete equality with white people., These
sources have cited the Sojourner Truth Housing dispute which has previ-
ously been referred to as well as the work stoppages and strikes, a
number of which have been set forth hereinbefore.
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S o The ‘.Afoliqwing i S%éfiétics‘ with regard ‘bo the population and.
the. recent influx of people in Detroit who have come for- employmenb.

1 940;: according to. the. récords of the

! = Service, approxi tely- 292,000 workers-have
‘come to the:City of Detroity'‘of which:total 10L, 000 were. from”southern:
‘States: '’ Of the 101,000:approximately:50 per ¢ent came from the: States
Tennessee; Kentucky:and: Arkan, e

: Tt'is also reported that 'during.the week. of June-14-22, 1943,
,438 persons. migrating from outside the State of Michigan' had registered -
with the United States Employment Service, of which number there were
653 nonwhites, or approximately 19 per cent. - .. ' .~ VL e

Cln ' Iri:'ébnnection‘witii. these /‘sbé.tistics', th'e"foliowihg are set S.-
: put.-tg reflect the employment of Negroes in industry in the Detroit areas

o In May 1940 22,000 Negroes were employed in 185 major indus.
trial plants, constituting '.5,6.pgr cent of the total employees.. In ..
-December 1942 this number rose to 35,000, or-6.7 per cent of the ‘total,
and'in May 1943 the -total ‘had reached the figure of. 55,000 Negro em=
‘ployees in these plants; or-8.2 per centi.:. An estimate has been made’
that approximately 3, 500, additional employees can. be added to the figur
‘of 55,000 to make up for small. industrial plants ‘which have not been re-
‘ported: There are also figures available reflecting that 20 per cent. of.
-1l employees are in a skilled labor classification, of which total 6.7 -
“'per cent are Negroes.: AL e T b B T e

s " The following figures and accompanying information are set
forth to reflect the wage increases in the Detroit area as they pertain

to industrial employments i

Since 1941 wage increases, according to the War Manpower Com~ -
mission, had been in excess of 20 per cent, which figure is based upon.
the 15 per cent permitted by the Little Steel Formula as well as on the
applications for wage increases which have passed through the War Manpower
- Commission. It has been pointed out that as a natural. and logical con-
clusion this figure is much higher for Negro employees than the average .’

- 87 -




whita employees because of the large influx of Negro workers. into war.
industries who had formerly been employed in lower-paying eccupations:
: or who -had been unemployed. - According 40 ‘the Detroit Board of Commerce
he- average weekly wage of factory workers in 1940 was $35.80 whereas
‘at the present time-the figure bas increased to $58.50 representing &
Q- per cent raise.: "

years.the: Commnist: Party anc
d-a’well defined line - of “blatantly;’; em=

an “inflammatory manneér backing Negroes: and
"7 (This ha$ been evidenced during the. situa
set. forth hereinafter.) . .-

‘as the Socialist Workers Party, the Sovialist
- P ers-Party and the Socialist:-Party have been vying
With each other and. with the Commmist Party for the favor and the-
political support of the Negroes.. Their memberships have attended. - -
various Negro meetings, distributed pamphlets; solicited members and - -
made superlative promises and assurances, all of which is believed to .~
be conducive to consternation and confusion among the Negroes themselves.. = ™. .

. Negro Press and Leadership-

sl o There ‘appears to be no strong, generally respected and accepbed .
Negro leader among.the Negroes in-Detroit. - There are many leaders among'::
the Negroes, none of whom seems to have .a majority of the following but :
practically all of whom are influenced to varying degrees. by the in-
flammabory . Communist Party line. .. -+ o e aws

"~ . The Negro.press, principally the i chigan--Chronicle, " which
is probably the mest widely read Negro newspaper in tHe Detroit area, is-
also subject to this inflammatory influence, and the articles appearing :
therein vividly reflect this.. These articles in their general tone re- .
. sult in continually keeping a racial problem boiling and discouraging

‘ reasonable approaches to the problem. T . .

i © . Influx of White Southerners

. Although statistics on the number of white southerners viho have
_come to the Detroit area in.recent months or years are not available, it
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1s defjnltely established that there has been a substantial number in the ::

Detroit area. - Along with some ignorant and class~conscious white: per—.
ons who have come from the South have been. ‘the aggravated feelings =

‘against the Negro and objections to close association with Negroes

and’ Negroes..to- Toam;and . engage 4n. act:.ntn.es :Ln gangs or: packs. :

ism has been’ deﬁnitely on'the. increase inithis area.: . As an .examp.
several months- ago the: ‘Debroit- Oﬂ.’ice of this Bureau. mvestigated the
theft of two- machine guns “from ‘s State troop armory; in which: one of
gangs ‘'of hoodlum: whites had planned and perpetrated the robbery.. One: of
the subjects of the case, Andrew Tarovetta, was placed on probation
This ind:.ndual was arrasted dunng the riots as one of the rioting hood:

: : From the personal observation of representat:.ves of the FBI in- .
: Detro::b € ig known that after the first six or eight hours of rioting,. =
-most of the princlpal trouble outside the Negro section was spearheaded - * -
by gangs of sometimes several: hundred teen-age whites who had the appear— (R
- ance of high school students recently let out for the summer vacat:.on. : '

L T’ne i‘ollow:mg informa.t:.on concern:mg Juvemle delmq.lency is ..
bemg set. forbh as an :mdlcat:.on of thls parbn.cular pro‘blem: ‘

Murder ';f

" Assault ; '
Malicious destructn.on of o
property - . RS- ;
Carrying concaaled weapons L VR 37 e
Escape = - S Th T2 T
Armed robbery o3 PR TRt L
Breaking and entering - 156 2737
Disturbing the peace 77 B “.91
Indecent liberties - - - R 1,

Investigation - 166 _ 256

% The twelve arrests of juveniles for the crime of murder were )
the result of murders committed by gang activity, — ' A

..3'9_‘




: January o May
A3

- Janu ,_-t,;i_ﬁay
i oAGR2

: ." Robbery:
" muto. theft:
Drunkenn€

Vicious violation

raffl 2

any perso

S ,A“‘jujjr“enilef_ s defined id ‘the State of 'Miéhiga.n’a‘s )
ho has not hed his seventeenth birthday. . . ‘

.7 fecords of the Detroit Juvenile Detail reflect that 1,685 .- - °
juveniles were taken into ‘custody during the first five months of 191-,2._ o

“In the first five months of 1943, 2,435 juveniles were arrested. In . ..
analyzing the increase of juvenile committed crimes, the records of the . "
Juvenile Detail indicate a rather stable juvenile problem prior to 1940, .
‘ Tn 1940, 1941 ‘and 1942 the records reflect a slow, steady increase in "' -
‘.the latter type of crime activity.: From information available for: the
irst five months. of 1943 the increase in juvenile crimes has-been pa
startling.’ It has been observed that the crimes comitted in the last
five months have been of a more vicious: nature than those committed:in:
he past: . It was also pointed out ‘that- June.of 1943 would see ‘the:
greatest number of ‘juveniles committed to the Juvenile Detenticn Home
in the City of Detroit since that' home ‘was established.. ' From the records-
" 4t has been ascertained that forty per cent of the youngsters arrested ...
" for the commission of crimes lack proper parental supervision in that o .7
.. both parents are employed. L T

L The opinion has been expressed that the percentage of Negro . .°~
" Jjuvenile offenders has inéreased.a considerable amount in the first five o
“months of 1943. It is stated that the police had been bothered particu-
Jarly by gangs of young: Negroes, usually numbering five to ten members, -
attacking both colored and white. _There- is no apparsnt purpose for the
attaks other than the fact that the victim receives a severe beating.- K
Tt has been observed that these gangs will attack both colored and white -
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people; however, it is estimated that the
.approximately two-thirds:of all assaiilts. It was also stated that ‘there

R 3 -2 A

;" during the riots and, further, there'has been little trouble in the
- schools during’ the past seéveral years. - However, in some of the .schools
where both Negro and white students are in attendance trouble has oc-. .

. thereafter each race taking respective sides in the argument.... It was.

“indicated, however, that:no trouble of ahy se;ious__prppo:tion- has

“on _Sunday,"June 13, 1943, 'a riot at Eastwood Park, a large amusement /=
““'place in East Detroit, where approximately seventy teen-age white hood-

and insulting, particularly to white women.

N

iy

atbacks on white"beople_’hmber

had-been Pew.instances of white gangs 'ﬂa’c;tagk—ing Negroes brought to his

i situa A
$chools during the riot ig advised that the intermediary schools:

in the riot:section of the.city: were practically deserted during the
time the riot was in progress.: Many of the students came to school on
the morning of June-2L. and left “school when word. of the riot. had spread-
‘through the school..- Many of the _students were taken out of the schools’
by their parents.. ' : fpen T met e T L

It 1sa:|.d tha aétuai ‘bfoﬁblé in ‘l';he s'chooié oc.éulr'i'e»dﬂ'

curred, usually starting with a fight between a white and a Negro boy, :

ccured in the Detroit’schools.

. However; as an example of yout delinquency. thete--oqcuziredi

Tums entered-the park en masse and ejected-all of the Negroes there. A
the same time some stationed themselves outside the park and kept other.:
Negroes from entering. - The police finally quelled the riot, and the - . .
Chief of Police in East Detroit assigned as the basic reason for this . -
riot the increasing numbers of Negroes who have gone to. Fastwood Park = . i
during the past few months, where they have at.‘times virtually taken

over the park,-their attitude and actions being arrogant, belligerent -

. With reference to the generalv crime situation in the City of -
Detroit with a view in mind of its general effect on the tense situation
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that has existed in Detroit for the .past several years the following
figures are presented. Crime figures in general show an increase in
orime since 1940 of 1.2 per cent. Ib-is here noted that although the
colored population of Detroit is only approximately 9 per cent of the
_total population, 37 per cent of the crimes in 1942 were committed by
_ colored persons. In some specific cases, namely, crimes against persons,

40 per cent were committed by colored persons.. Tn crimes against proper— .- -

-ty 51 per cent were .committed by colored persons, and in the specific -
. erime of carrying concealed weapons and possessing weapons colored per-
. 'sons have committed Tl per cent of this crime. T L

Racial Policy of the City Administration '

e The Negro vote in Detroit is valuable and much. sought after.-

. At times it constitutes a balance of electoral power. According to the

" best sources of information, there is consequently a definite tendency . ..~

. in the city administration, principally on the part of elected officials -
making policy, to cater %o the Negro element.

o Tn this connection; the Police Departiment for some- time in the
past has been operating under the weid gloves" policy with respect to
Negro lawbreskers and those accused of breaking a law. As an example,

two months ago in an interview with the press, Commissioner John Wither-
spoon made the statement which was widely quoted that the Police Depart-—
ment had adopted the tkid gloves! policy. Thais seems to have had the
~effect of dissipating respect for the power and authority of the Detroit .
" Police Department among the Negroes so that at the time the rioting broke
out police officers were under a distinét disadvantage from the outset. -

Negro Pressure Groups

: There are active in Detroit and the surrounding area a nunber
of Negro organizations, principal among which is the Detroit branch of the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People which is com-

posed of between 15,000 and 20,000 members. The policies of this and other .

Negro groups withoub exception are claimed to be strongly influenced by
the Communist Party and as a result reagonable action is not a keynote in
their activities. o :

The method of operatién of these groupé seems to make for wide—

spread‘ publicity and agitation upon every incident in which discrimination
is involved or alleged. Instances are known to have been created. A
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typical example has been cited by a confidential informant in which
during a recent conference between Jack Raskin, who has been referred to
hereinbefore, and one Jack Burke, described as a field representative

of the Fair Bmployment Practice Committee, Burke urged Raskin to find
Negro women who were to go to war plants and seek jobs on the possibili-
ty that discrimination might be developed and an issue raised.

High Wages and Employment Hate Among Negroes

The wages in Detroit are extremely high. Many Negroes are em-
ployed in war industries and it is a matter of general knowledge that
they are receiving as a class a higher remuneration at the present time
than ever before in their history. They have consequently money to spend
as well as the urge to spend it at the same places where white people
find their amusement and do their business. This draws white people and
Wegroes into close association, much more so than in normal times. This
was the situation at Belle Isle on Sunday, June 20, 1943, where the
rioting began.

Communist Party Ixploitation of the Situation

Shortly after the outbreak of trouble the Communist Party
was reported to take the stand that it would do everything possible to
abate the riot and contemplated holding meetings to this end. ‘fne Com=
mittee for Jobs in War Industries, a reported Communist front group, took
the same stand and intended to operate through its structure to carry out
this policy of the Party. Patrick Toohey, National Committes member and
Michigan State Secretary of the Party, conferred with Gene Dennis, a
member of the National Committee of the Communist Party, relative to the
riot and made claims that the situation was Axis inspired. He informed
at that time of contemplated delegations to visit wiashington for the
purpose of meeting with the Attorney General and other Governmental
officials and making demands for an investigation. In New York City
Tsrael Amter discussed with Gene Dennis a delegation to be sent to Detroit
so that a report on the situation could be made to the Communist Party.
In this connection, Sam Don, a member of the editorial staff of the "Daily
Viorkert was to leave New York City on June 21, 1943, for Detroit, where
he was scheduled to assist Patrick Toohey.

The Party line, which was adopted relative to the riots in
Detroit, was expressed by Patrick Toohey at a meeting of Communist Farty

- 93 =



organizers on the night of June 22, 1943. He stated, "The brunt of the
attack has been against the Negroes. Hundreds of unsuspecting Negroes
have been led into murderous bloodshed. I mustn't use the word race
riot —- it is Hitler's Fifth Column. The Negroes are not responsible.
We exonerate them. We must punish the hoodlums and protect the Negroes.
This is Axis inspired."

Committee for Jobs in war Industries

on June 21, 1943, a meeting was held under the sponsorship of
this Committee at the Lucy Thurman Y.W.C.A. in Detroit. Approximately
200 persons, mostly Negroes, were present. However, there were also in
attendance Harper Poulson, white, Young Communist League member; Patrick
Toohey, white, Secretary of the Michigan State Communist Party; Adeline
Kohl, white, Secretary of the Michigan Young Communist League; Christo-
pher Alston, Negro, reported member of the Communist Party; Michigan
State Senator Stanley. lowal, white, reported member of the Communist
Party; and Jack Raskin, white, reportedly an organizer for Section 9 of
the Communist Party in Michigan and kxecutive Secretary of the Civil
Kights Federation.

The meeting was chaotic and all Negroes present seemed
thoroughly aroused. The chairman had difficulty in maintaining order
and those in attendance, according to the informant, seemed interested
in airing their grievances against white persons instead of discussing a
possible solution. Mayor Jeffries, Police Commissioner Witherspoon,

Mr. #. J. Thomas, President of the United Automobile ‘workers of America,
CI0, and others became so disgusted with the proceedings they left before
the meeting was over.

Harper Poulson made a speech in a highly emotional manner
that Negroes throughout the entire affair behaved like gentlemen and
patriotic Americans and, further, that the riot was a result only of the
work of the Ku Klux Klan and the fifth column in Detroit. According to
informants, the remarks of Poulson appeared to be in adherence to the
policy the Communist Party will follow in connection with its stand on
the riots. Poulson is also said to have demanded an investigation by
Mayor Jeffries of the fifth column in vetroit.

Charges Made by Communist Forces

Patricik Toohey at a meeting of Communist Party Section Or=-
ganizers on June 22, 1yh3, in Detroit, stated that the brunt of the
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attack in the recent rioting had been directed against the Negroes and
wthe action of the Police Department was miserable." Toohey further
stated, "The soul of the Mayor is blacked with these killings. There
were leaders and professional troublemakers." le advised of touring
the scenes with Stanley Nowak and witnessing the alleged fact that
police were not impartial but rather against Negroes. Toohey further
stated that Negroes were not responsible in any degree for the rioting
and they did not start the riots but rather that subversive forces and
a fifth column conspiracy designed to upset and shake the people on the
eve of "the second front" were alone responsible, He claimed that the
disturbance was national in scope.

At this meeting Toohey is said to have further advised that
the Attorney General must be compelled to instigate an investigation
based upon information by Communist Party members. James . Ford, Negro
member of the National Committee of the Communist Party, spoke at this
meeting and affirmed what Toohey had said and advised that Toohey's re=-
marks were in line with the general policy of the Party. Toohey there-—
upon requested affidavits be obtained showing who incited the riots and
these affidavits be turned over to Jack Raskin of the Civil Rights VFedera-
tion to be placed at the disposal of a grand jury. It should be noted
that the "Detroit Free Press" for June 23, 1943, contained a long state-
ment issued by the Communist Party captioned wOnits for Freedom -~ Smash
the Fifth Column." This statement followed generally Toohey's remarks
and mentions that “the anti-Negro riots" were an Axis-inspired effort to
wreck the unity of the American people. It stated that the Hegro people
must be exonerated from any responsibility for these riots. It urged
that Detroit citizens demand that tne Director of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation and the City Prosecutor in Detroit, Mr. Dowling, act upon
Wthe great amount of information given them in the past year as to the
work and activities of Detroit's fifth column, especially the Ku Klux Klan."
Police officers were accused of delivering the brunt of their attack against
the Negro people.

- 95 -




" GRAND RAFIDS FIELD DIVISION

: In the area covered by Southwestern Michigan, including such -

- cities as South Haven and Benton Harbor and Cass County, ¥ichlgan, no indi-
cations have been reported reflecting un-Americanlism or subversive. activi-
ties among the Negroes. Inquiries have also been conducted in Kalamazoo

" and Tonia Counties, Michigan, with negative results. : This is true in I,ake,:

. .-»tween 1930 and 1935, there was.an attempt by an individual believed to -

. Newaygo: and Muskegon Counties.. ; There-have been however, few complaints -
received in .the City- 'of Grand. Rapids. concerning individual Negroes making .
_remarks reflect:.ng possibly*a. pro-Japanese: sympathy. : These reports have e
; 3 s;and mainly reflect remarks by individuals who made

Unconf'lmed reports are. that apprommately ten years ago, bé— ST

“have been Japanese to: form a: chapter of the Pacific Movement of the Eastern “7

. World. . No specii‘ic information in this connection was furnished. Contacts '

. " made among Negro- sources:of information in this area brought out the op:un.on
" that such a movement had little effect on the 4,000 Negroes in 'bhe City of
- Grand Rapids : P o

: There hava also been reports that at 1east two mdinduals al~

" legedly possessing a Cormunistic view have attempted to assert themselves |
in the activities of the National- Association for the Advancement of Colored
People branch of Grand Rapids. Their efforts, according to sources of in-
formation, have been fruitless. These individuals are said to be white
people. With regard to the National Association for the Advancement of -
Colored People branch, no indications have been reported that this organiza-.
tion is engaged in subversive activities or is endeavoring to create u.nrest
among Negroes there.

After the recent Detroit race riot many complaints were received
regard:mg negro activities. Most of these complaints arose in Muskegon,
Michigan, where the greater portion of the Negroes in the Grand Rapids Field
Division reside. Rumors at that time were that a riot would break out
at almost any time. The Negroes were alleged to be holding secret meetings
in anticipation of any trouble. No reports were rece:.ved indicating any
subversive 1nf1uence., . ‘ o o

The Michlgan state Police in this terr:.tory and the Muskegon
Police Department have been active in investigating many rumors regarding
Negro activity since the riot in Detroit and practically all of these ha.ve
been unfounded. o

Reporbs received reflect that there is much feeling of mutual
distrust between the whites and colored in Muskegon due to a number of causes,
Muskegon is strictly an industrial center.. Three large foundries are located
in that area and the greater portion of the Negroes are employed in these
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plants. Due to the man power shortage, it has been necessary to import

a large number of Negroes from the South to work in the plants. As a result,
an acute housing shortage has arisen, thereby causing overcrowding and
discontent among the Negroes. Many of these Negroes from the South come

and work for only a short period of time and then return there, However, this
is not always the case. This importation has caused resentment among the white
workers, who state that after the war is over, many of the Negro laborers will
remain and will have to be taken care of by private relief agencies in the
event of another depression.

Further reports indicate that at the present time there is nearing
completion & housing project in Muskegon Heights, Michigan, which conslsts

of 176 units. This project was originally intended as a white housing project -

but was subsequently changed by Government ordere The units are constructed
near the adjoining residences occupied by the whites and, therefore, there
has arisen some discussion which indicates that the white residents bitterly
oppose the location of Negroes in that area.

In one instance & white resident, adjoining the project, is alleged
to have stated that she could start a race riot in five mimites in Muskegon,
_Michigan. Information reported reflects that the person making this statement
was Anna Van Tubergen, 817 Hinman Street, an employee at the Norge Corporatione

She denied making the statement btut stated that she was very bitter because
the project was being located next to her home and because she had had to give
up 180 feet of her lot in order that the project could be campleteds She said
that it was understood that when the project was located in Muskegon, it was
to be a white housing project. She related that there was a great deal of
‘feeling between the whites and colored working in the various plants in
Muskegon and that this was due to a general dislike between the two races.

She said she did not anticipate any trouble with her new negro neighbors

but that she certainly wanted them to keep their distance and to keep off her
property or otherwise trouble would start.

With reference to the secret meetings alleged to have been held
by the Negroes, it was ascertained that the meeting referred to was a meeting
held by the Negro Elks Club in Muskegon, which has been organized recently.
This meeting was held in the C. I. O. Hall in Muskegon and was a regular
meeting of that organization. At the present time the membership is
reportedly camposed of 63 members, including many of the Negro leaders in
Muskegon and Muskegon Heights, Michlgane. Jim Austin, 618 ottawa Street,’
Muskegon, a recognized Negro leader in the community, is the Exalted Ruler.
Meetings are held on the first and third Sunday of each month,

The lodge is said to have no permanent meeting place at the present
time and the first rumor was that the meeting of some organization was being
held in the,basement of 813 Pine Street and that plans were formulated at
that meeting by the Negroes to protect themselves in the event any trouble
arose. It was reported that one of the first meetings held by the Elks Lodge
was held at 813 Pine Street, but the rumors regarding the activity at that
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meeting were ascertained to be unfounded and there was no indication reported
of any activity by the members in anticipation of any trouble. There is

no indication that the present Negro Elks Club is subversive in any way and,

on the contrary, information reported indicates it is a legitimate organization.

Tt was reported that on July 3, 1943, three Negroes were attempting
to buy guns and ammunition at Fremont, Michigan, from three hardware storese
The tag number of the car occupied by the Negroes was secured and it was
ascertained that it was the property of one Willie McGrue, 6082 Beechwood
street, Detroit, Michigan. A subsequent check by the Michigan State Police
disclosed that McGrue was a foreman at the Ford Motor Company in Detroit and
that he was highly regarded and considered a reputable citizen. The attempted
purchage of the shotgun and ammnition was made by McGrue, according to his
story, for the purpose of mnting on his trip to visit a friend named George
Foster, near Hesperia.

A confidential informant who is an employee at the Campbell, Wyant
& Cannon Foundry in Muskegon advised that he has been making observation
of the situation in Myskegon and at no point has he been able to ascertain
that any radical group or foreign element was attempting to stir up any
trouble, but he attributed the entire situation to the fact that there was
a general feeling of racial hatred among the whites and colorede

He said that in the foundries the whites resented the use of
the same bath facilities by the Negroes. The whites resent the fact that in
one of the foundries a Negro is the head of the union; namely, Lakely Foundry,
Muskegon, Michigan. He reported that only a few white men would attend
meetings of the local union because there were so many Negroes at the meetings
and as a result the Negroes in that local had gained control of the union. He
was positive in his belief that no subversive elements were at work to create
any discord among the races.

_Recently many complaints have been received from variocus planis
in the Muskegon territory that there was a large absenteeism among the Negro
workers in the plant. These absenteelsus usually result over the week-end and

. the Negroes do not show up for work until around the middle of the week. The

personnel manager in the various plants advise that many of these Negroes are
shakeout men in the foundry and are very necessary in the war effort and when
there is absenteeism among that group it causes dislocations throughout the
entire plant.

The Factory Manager of the Campbell, Wyant & Cannon .Foundry, Plant
No. 3 has expressed the opinicn that something was back of the absenteeism
of the workers., However, he was unable to indicate any particular group or indi-
viduals who were trying to get the Negro workers to stay away from their jobs.
When quéstioned about this situation, a confidential informant has advised
that many of the Negroes were receiving high salaries and that they spend
their week-ends in gambling and drinking and are unable to return to their jobs
at the first of the week.
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)  after the tension is said to have risen to the point where the plant had to . .-

actinty in connection with this sn.mtn.ou.

The Campbe].l, Wyant and Cannon Plant at Muskegon, a foundry :
manufacturing material in connection with the war effort and having a th:.rd
class priority is said to have experienced a "walk out" on July 19, 194.3. :
It is alleged that eighty-five Negroes emplouyed at the plant on July 19,.
1943, refused to contime work under a white steward at the plant. There- .

close downe - Thereupon officials of the plant reportedly requested State ™
Police protection as a.precautionary measure, and leaders of the local of . ".-- .
the United Autcmobile, Aircraft and Agricultural Implement Workers of Amenca.,
GIO, at the plant e ori.ng

- .No indicaﬁ.ons have :-been received of any. organlzed subversn.ve
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INDIANAPOLIS FIELD DIVISION

- In the northern part of the State of Indiana in the City of Gary,
an organization known as the "Development of our Own! is reported to be ac-
tive., It.is stated that this organization, although having relatively few
active members in that city, preaches racial equality and ultimate domi-
nation by the colored people. It is also stated to be pro-Japanese and has
held meetings to that effect. In the same city, information has been re-
ported to the effect that a Moorish Cult was at one time existent, and it is
believed to have been broken up a few years ago, leading to the organization
of the "Development of our Own." This latter group, reportedly pro~Japaneee,
has recently gone underground. )

In connection with the "Development of our Own,"the section con-
cerning the Chicago Field Division should be reviewede Several members in
the Gary, Indiana, section have advised that there was a pro-Japanese
sentiment among the members, and Emmanual Pharr has been listed as &
leader. The Gary unit has been led by one Gentral Pope, the president of
the organizatione

It is also reported that a unit of the Peace Movement of Ethiopia
has had a unit in Gary, Indiana, which has been led by one Harry Collins.
This organization in Gary is said to have collected money for Mrs. Gordon,
the president of the organization, who was arrested and convicted in Chicago,
Tllinois. An informant, who has attended meetings of this unit in Gary and
the surrounding area, particularly at Indiana Harbor, has advised that there
was a small attendance, not exceeding twenty-four adults.

In the City of Indianapolis there is a unit of the Universal Negro
Improvement Association which is said to be extremely small in size, its
meetings being attended by approximately eight to twelve individuals.
Informants who have attended meetings have advised that the agenda dealt
with the return of Negroes to Africa. No indications have been received
that pro-Axis or pro-dJapanese sympathies are prevalent among the members.
There is also active in this city unit Noe 15 of the Moorish Science
Temple of America, which is said to meet every Friday and Sunday eveningse.
Its meetings are reportedly attended by approximately twenty-five personse
To date no indications have been reported that there is any un~American or
pro-Axis activity connected with the groupe

At one time there existed in the City of Indianapolis an organi-

zation described as the Black, Brown and Yellow Society of America, the
purpose of which was alleged to be the obtaining of representation of its
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members in the League of Nations. -An additional aim of the organization

was to assist Negroes to obtain their rights. . The leader of this organi- -
zation in 1942 stated his group had nothing to do with Japanese or Chinese )
nationals and that the organization had no affiliations of any sorts No .-
recent indications of ‘this organizationfs-being active have been reporteds
. Arother organization said to be active in the Indianapolis area .
during the:latter: part of 1942 was a group known as "“Jobs and Justices fo:
Negroes, " which was described as extremely race conscious.: It was report-
edly organized in 1542 to’allegedly cooperate with the National Association -
‘for the Advancement: of Colored People, ‘the Urban League and Negro churches. - .
- The organization, according to reports, has gince been inactive. Tt should -
“be noted, however, that at one time the Communist Party in Indianapolis: i
- .+ appointed various members:for the purpose of cooperating with this group.

" Dhroughout the State of Indiana it has been ascertained that the'

Communist Party has been agitating among the Negroes in an attempt to make

" them conscious of racial discrimination, . The Party is also stated to be -
- very mich interested in'recruiting Negroes into the Party. . In the Talumef =

' "~ area of Indiana, including -Gary, Hammond and East Chicago, the Communist front o

organization, the International Workers Order, has organized a colored lodge,
which, however, is stated to have tut a few members. It has been reported
that the Communist Party, especially in Indianapolis,. considered the possi-
bility of opening at least one Party center in the Negro district, which was
considered an implement in the Party campaign to recruit Negro members. In
this connection it should be noted that Party functionaries are maldng every .
effort to recruit Negroes in the Indiana area, stating they are the only

group truly advocating the elimination of discrimination. Much of their

work centers on the manufacturing concerns, where it is said some degree of
success has been atbtained. S

Subsequent information has been received that the Negro center
planned by the Party in Indianapolis was established at 1208 North Senate
Avenue in that citye As of June 20, 1942, when the formal opening took
place, local functionaries of the Party were disappointed at'the sparse

~ turnout at the dedication, - ‘ : o . ’

In the latter part of May, 1943, the Communist Party in Indiana,
especially in Indianapolis, was concentrating on sending the proper :
delegates to the conference of the National Association for the Advancement
of Colored People. Suggestions wers made that several known Negro Commnists
be senb. In this connection, Elmer Johnson, the Executive Secretary of the
Indianapolis section of the Communist Party, instructed one of the proposed
delegates that he should attempt to have a resolution adopted at the conference
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settmg out .details of alleged discrimination at various industrial piants
and have it sent to the Fair Mployment Pract:.ce Committee for invest:.gat:n.on. .

On Ju.ne 23, 19)43, a meeting was held at Communlst Party headquarters j-'

B in Indlanapolis and, -according to a confidential informant, Party function--

aries were greatly concerned over the riots in Detroit during June 20 - 22,

7 1943. The Party officials are said to have contacted several local Negro,

leaders, at -which time they placed blame for the Detroit riots on the. Kn Klux -

‘..7 Klan, Father Coughlin, Henry Ford and Gerald L. K. Smith. . -They.also reported——
"1y claimed that the riots were.a part of the national conspiracy against the

war effort.- Plans were made to hold a meetlng in this regard. s

On June 11, 12 and 13, 1943, "The Indisnapolis Tnstitute on Race -

Relations and the Non-Violence Solutions" were sponsored by the Fellowship
“ of Reconciliation at the Negro YMCA. - At the meeting on June 12 approximately

sixty persons attended, forty being white and the remainder colored. - Bayard
Rustin, Negro, youth secretary of the organizatlon, explained the "action -

. project," whereby members both Negro and white would enter a restaurant not
.. catering to Negroes and request. service in a group. Any discrimination or.: -
"~ refusal to serve the Negroes would result in formal protests. At the

June 13, 1943, meeting James Farmer, race relations secretary of the Fellowship -
of Reconciliation, spoke on the topic "spiritual basis for non-violence." -
Approximately seventy people attended, the figure being divided equally as
to race. At this time he explained non-violence direct action techniguse -
and advised that Negroes should not put up with racial discrimination and
segregation.

It is reported that various civic leaders in the city of Indianapolis
have been concerned over the Negro situation in that city. It is further
reported confidentially that local law enforcement authorities have in the
past exhibited some laxity in coping with the situation; furthermore,
scattered complaints have been received reflecting that there is a strong .
feeling against the white people on the part of the Negroes. On the night,
of August 15, 1942, a riot took place at one of the Negro night clubs in
Indianapolise This riot was started after two white policemen arrested a
prostitute outside the establishment. The policemen were severely beaten and
mauled by a mob vhich was estimated to range from one hundred to two hundred
colored men, No information, however, has been received in regard to this
riot reflecting possible pro—Axls agitation as the cause thereof.

In the City of Evansvi]_'l.e, Indiana, there are approximately 8,000
Negroes. Active there are the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People, the Negro Ministerial Alliance and the Council of Clubs.
No information has been reported by confidential sources in this area
reflecting organized agitation among the Negroes therea
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_into lines at lunch.wagons and taking other. advantages on every possible
. occasion.:. The general report is that. the white employees as.a whole have

) Several instances reported to have taken place at the Chrysler
Evansville Ordnance Plant, Evansville, Indiana, are said to reflect. the
attitude of at least some Negroes living in this area.- It is said-that
a number’ of the members of this race, working at this plant, are engaging:
in practices bordering-on the obnoxious, mainly that of pushing themselves -

been _Ac_qp‘siderate, with:the Neg

playees- there
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MIIWAUKEE FIEID DIVISION

Informants in this area advise that the 12,000 Milwaukee Negroes
are loyal and behind the war effort. A small group of Negroes, however,
calling themselves Moslems, refused to register under the Selective Train-
ing and Service Act or take part in the vwhite man's war." The leader of
this group has been indicted for violation of the selective Training and
Service Act and the members identified. The leader of the group has denied
any Japanese connection on the part of this group but admitted that since
the Japanese are &a colored race, there is close -connection with the Negro
races The activities of the group are, of course, being closely followed.

The Universal Negro Improvement Association, led by James K.
Stewart, Cleveland, Ohio, sponsored a meeting on June 7, 1942, in Milwaukee,
which was attended by approximately 250 Negroes. stewart was the main
gpeaker and his theme was "why fight far the white men when the white men
never fight for them. « . o This organization and its leader are receiving
close attentione . :

The Communist Party in and around Milwaukee, Wisconsin, is reported
to be actively engaged in agitating to end alleged discrimination in the
Armed Forces and the national defense effort against the Negroes. In this
connection, several mass meetings have been sponsored by the Party in the
Negro section, at which time protests against the 1ynching of Negroes were
made and Martin Dies was attacked, Such other measures as the establishment
of a mixed army ending segregation of Negroes and full enforcement of the
Thirteenth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments were demanded.

It was reported that there are approximately 42 Negro Communists in
the State of Wisconsin, with approximately 36 of the total in Milwaukee. In
this connection, a branch organizer is stated to have informed a Negro that
the Negroes can only reach their true and due position under the Russian
type of government and for that reason the Negro should work hard to bring
Communism and the Russian government to the United States.

An organization, not subversive in nature, known as the Milwaukee
Urban League, is stated to have been active during the past ten years in
that city. This organization is reported to be chiefly interested in
securing employment for Negro men and women in defense factories. The
organization is supported by the Community Fund in Milwaukee. No reports
have been received that this organization is agitating among the Negroese

Recently the "Wisconsin Enterprise Blade", a weekly Negro newspaper,
has been revived in the Milwaukee area. Its last publication was in the
Fall of 1940 when it was discontinued because of financial difficulties. Its
ex~publisher, J. Anthony Josey, is attempting to secure financial support to
republish the publication so that a number of the large industrial plants
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" is said the Communist Party officials have been complaining about the ;
. .:lack of Negro attendance at their meetings and stated -that the membership:

=
>

in Milwaukee may be circulated. It is thought the support from the }
Republican Party and industrial plants in and around Milwaukee is sought '
by the publisher. ~ . : : TR

o Other newspapers which are distributed in this area are the -
" . Pittsburgh Courier, which is said to have a circulation of . approximately
" 650 copies in the City of Milwaukee, the Chicago Defender with. approxi—
mately 155,.and the Chicago Bee with approximately a 50=-copy circulation.

; " A confidential, source of -information has advised that th :
- Cormunist: Party activity among the Negroes in this area has little effect - -

. in that it is believed former Negro Communists have lost interest in the:
*Party. . This is laid to the fact that Negroes have secured jobs and.do
_not feel that the Party has anything to offer them. - In this regard i

dues and subscriptions-to the Daily Worker have dropped off considerablys -

“."" At one ‘time in-19l1, the March on Washington Movement organization °
vias active in the City. of Milwaukee, however, ‘since that time it was dis- -
continued. At present, however, it is believed that the Committee will

be revived in the very near future. . It is reported that in the past

there were no indications of any subversive activity on the part of the .
members of the movement when it existed in the City of. Milwaukee, but

it was said by a Negro source of information that if the group would fall

into the hands of a wrong group, it could definitely become subversives-

On December 8, 1942, a meeting was held in Walker Hall of the
Milwaukee Auditorium, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, at which Dr. Max Yergan re—
ported Communist and member of the Council on African Affairs was the
principal speaker. It is reported that there were approximately 150-
people present, most of whom were Negroes. The invocation was said to
have been delivered by Reverend I. M. Coggs, who was followed by Dre
-Frank BE. Baker of the Milwaukee State Teacher's College who acted as
chairman of the meeting. Congressman elect Howard J. McMurray addressed .
the meeting. He spoke on "Freedom of Fear", linking this subject with " -
that of "What Causes War?", according to reports. S R

Dr. Baker is reported to have introduced Dr. Max Yergan,
Executive Director of the Council on African Affairs, an individual who -
has been reported to be a Communist and who has in fact been affiliated
with many Communist front organizations. Dr. Yergan is said to have
condemned the action in the Senate which blocked the passage of the anti-
poll tax bill, He is then sald to have called for greater democracy for. the
- gmerican Negro, for China, India and Africa. He reportedly warned the negro peopledt
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Fascism, pointing out the results of "Rule of Minority" in the conquered
countries. He then is said to have urged that the Negro people of Africa
be given arms so that they might join the Allies in fighting the Axis.

He also is said to have urged this discrimination against the Negro in
the armed forces, industry and in soclety be stopped, He also is said
to have urged that a second front on the continent of Europe be opened.
This last statement of Yergan's is, of course, in direct harmony with the
Communist Party line.

Prosecution has recently been authorized against five individuals,
members of a Moslem group in Milwaukee, for violation of the Selective
Praining and Service Acte The information developed concerning them
reflects that they have counselled evasion of this law.

A complaint has been received relative to a former minister of
a church known as the Church of Christ in God whose name is Clarence F.
Dickerson. This individual, a Negro, is alleged to be making pro-Japanese
statements and extolling the Moslem faith in connection with his alleged
pro-dJapanese statements; it is noted, however, that he 1s reported to have
made highly exaggerated utterances and to have given the impression that
he is highly important in the Moslem faithe.

Relative to the activities of members of the Moslem group in
the Milwaukee area, a confidential source of information has advised
that there were perhaps two or three hundred Moslem members in the city,
but as of 19L1 the only active members were a group of men and women
totaling approximately twenty-five. It was said that at that time they
had no recognized leader. Inquiries are, of course, being continued rela-
tive to this sect, and their advocacy of non-participation in war for
Negroess :

In September, 1942 an organization known as the "National
Progressive Negroes of America, Incorporated" was incorporated in the
State of Wisconsin, the purpose of which was allegedly to further the
service of Negroes to God, country and Negro race. The promoter of this
organization was Moses Joseph Albany, who allegedly at one time was head
of the Pacific Movement of the Eastern World in Kansas City, Missouri.
The membership of this organization did not reach large proportions and
it is sald to have consisted of sixty-seven members. On February 9, 19L3,
Albany was arrested by the police in Milwaukee on a vagrancy charge. ’
On the same date, the vice president of the group, one Meshack Jones,
was arrested on a bigamy charge. Albany had a considerable criminal
background, having served several sentences for housebreaking, assault
with intent to kill, carrying concealed weapons, robbery, grand larceny
and other crimes, While in Wisconsin, Albany made a living telling
fortunes and blessing homes to make them lucky. He also dealt in
prostitution. On February 16, 1943, he was sentenced to ninety days in
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the house of correction, ad upon the completion of his sentence he was
immediately to leave Milwaukee. The arganization which was begun by Albany
was thereafter disbanded. ' :

It was reported in February, 1943 that Ned Sparks, Secretary of
the Communist Party for the State of Wisconsin, after ascertaining that
wprank and file" Negroes had been recruited into the Party became angry
with another Party functionary who had done the recruiting and stated that
the Party desired only quality and not quantity in its Negro recruitinge.

He ordered that only outstanding Negroes should be recruited, saying that
ordinary Negroes were not an asset to the Party because they would not work.
He pointed out that they are active as members for a short time and then
drop out.

The above incident can be cited as an example of how the Party
is willing to exploit Negroes, yet camnot successfully use them as working
members. It also reflects the lack of sincerity in the Party's program,
especially with respect to Negroes. It is to be noted that these remarks
by Sparks were directed to Katherine Hartmann, an organizer for the
International Fur and Leather Workers Union of the United States and
Canada, CIO, and an active Communist Party members

Tn connection with the Party's activities in recruiting Negroes,
a confidential informant has advised that the Party's activity in Milwaukee
in March, 1943, did not amount to much for several reasons. He also pointed
out that former active Negro members in the Milwaukee area do not even
admit their former connections any more. He informed that in his opinion
the only reason Communists ever gained any sort of & foothold in the Negro
district was because in the early years of the Party's recruiting, Negroes
were furnished a chance to socialize with white girls. He claimed that the
novelty of this soon wore off, and that the vast ma jority of the Negroes
became employed and do not have time to engage in Communism. Subsequent
to March, 1943, however, in April and in May, the Party in the Milwaukee
area is said to have renewed its activity in attempting to obtain Negro
recruits. New organizers were appointed for the Negro section, and it
was- planned that prominent Communist speakers would appear at membership
meetings to discuss some topic of vital interest to the Negro people.
The Party also took an active part in a drive for better Negro housing.

There has been established in the City of Milwaukee an Inter-
pacial Labor Relations Commitiee, which has rapreaentati’ves from the
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and various
CIO industrial unions. The Communist Party has taken an active part in
this council and has supplied speakers for it. On June 13, 1943, Meyer
Adelman, an active member of the Canmunist Party, spoke in place of
Harold Christoffel, President of the Milwaukee County Industrial Union
Council, CIO. An informant has advised that Adelman delivered a very

- 107 -




— K =

radical speech in which he said that he was going to obtain a group of
Negro girls and take them to the Wisconsin Telephone Company with the
demand that they be hired. He informed that he was sure the telephone
company would not hire them but that it would start a fight. He also
stated that he intended to get a group of Negro soldiers and take them
to two praminent hotels where a demand would be made that they supply
lodging for them at $1 per night. He added, according to the informant,
that he was also sure these hotels would not agree and that he, Adelman,
would thereupon start "raising hell.,®" He is said to have also remarked
that the profits of all retail stores in the City of Milwaukee be
distributed equally among the populatione The source of information has
advised that after Adelman's speech he had heard considerable comment
on the part of Negroes that they were disgusted with Adelman and his
remarks.

In April, 1943 it was reported that a strained relationship
existed between Negro students at the University of Wisconsin in Madison
and Navy men assigned to the Naval Radio Training School in Madisone
Tt is said that several fist fights have occurred between southern
Navy men and the Negroes, and as a result thereof there has been con-
siderable activity on the part of Negro students in an attempt to
abolish discrimination. Some time previously, in November, 1942, an .
organization known as the Negro Cultural Foundation was organized at -
the University of Wisconsin and its constitution was approved. The
membership of this organization is approximately thirty. Its president,
Argyle Stoute, is said to have been the organizer of the Negro Qultural
Foundation. He is reported to have been expelled from New York Uni-
versity because of his agitational activity. °

In February, 1943 a group known as the "Vanguard® was organized
by Dr. Frederick Burkhardt, a professar of philosophy at the University
of Wisconsine In April, "1943 the organization took up the question of
Negro discrimination and segregation. Professor Burkhardt at the meeting
spoke of the problem of Negro troops stationed at Truax Field and mentioned
the policy of the United Service Organization in the City of Madison,
especially with regard to Negro discrimination and segregation. In June,
1943 it was reported that the #Yanguard® had discontinued its ‘activity
for the summer monthse .

Early in May, 1943 the Executive Secretary of the Urban League
in Milwaukee informed that during the previous month, - the Urban League
had planned to cooperate with the Congress of Industrial Organizations
to encourage Negroes to join labor unions in war plants and to become active
members so that they would have the protection of the union in the postwar
period. He informed that no specific unions were designated which the
Negroes should join. However, he did point out that certain craft unions
affiliated with the American Federation of Labor prohibited Negroes from
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joininge He further advised that his crganization was attempting to
campaign throughout the country to persuade AF of L craft unions to
1ift their ban against Negroes., He pointed out that in the past when-
ever Negroes have secured good jobs in factories they have done poor
work and, consequently, lost the opportunity to become permanent
employees. He stated that in this connection, education should be
given to Negroes so that this situation could be remedied and they
could find their places in industrye

: Shortly after the riots in Detroit, a meeting was held in the
offices of the Urban League in Milwaukee to form an Interracial War
Council, reportedly done in accordance with instructions issued by the
national headquarters of the Urban League for the purpose of continuing
friendly relations between Negro and white inhabitants of this couniry.
There were present at this meeting besides well=-known Negro leaders, two
members of the Communist Party, one a Negro and the other Josephine
Nordstrand, Executive Secretary of the Wisconsin State Conference on
Social Legislation, a Communist front., At this meeting Nordstrand proposed
a mass rally. However, it was objected to because of the .Communist con=-
nections, and the resolution was subsequently withdrawn. However, .
Josephine Nordstrand went ahead and made plans for a rally, calling on
a number of prominent Negro leaders for their supporte This rally was
subsequently held on June 29, 1943 at which there were one hundred twenty
persons present, thirty-two being white and the balance Negroes. A
number of known Communists were recognized by informantse Edward Strong
of the Nationmal Negro Congress, a Communist Party member, was the first
speaker, who spoke not only on the Negro situation but reviewed the present
war. He then referred to the Detroit riots, attacking the way the police
handled the situation, and accused the fifth column as being responsible
for them. The next speaker was James Dorsey, President of the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People in Milwaukee, who urged
that Negroes in the area not engage in trouble with white people, saying
that the odds were decidedly against theme. He then referred to a large
number of youthful Negroes who have engaged in vandalism and hoodlumism
in the Milwaukee area. He also stated that Negroes who have been clamoring
for employment in defense industries have utterly failed to perform their
duties satisfactorily once they are so employed. He urged that if the
Negro does his part in the war effort and shows white people he is capable
of doing comparable work to them, his employment will be on a much higher
level at the completion of the war. With regard to the -speech made by
Dorsey, it is reported that the Communist Party decided to prepare a Negro
statement to be signed by trade unionists in the Milwaukee area condemning
Dorsey for his statements and his failure to completely endorse the Negroes'
side of the riots in Detroit. .
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‘. egspecially on weekends,.‘and cause considerable commotion by yelling and. %

'_ ' gatherings ard serious trouble has not been caused, - An informant has -

" of hearing considerable talk about the Detroit riots, and some by Negroes

Y

With regard to the generzl situation among the Negro population
in the Milwaukee area, after the Detroit riots it is feported that Negroes -
were more or less stirred up over the incident, -although no indications
were received of any organized movement or Negro agitation. o]

A number of incidents have occurred in the Sixth Ward of Mil- - :
.. waukee, a Negro section, mainly involving youthful Negroes who are said = .-
.- frequently:band-together in: a.crowd.of from three hundred to four hundred, -~

shouting arnd forcing people off of the sidewalks. - According to informants,’ -
. the Milwaukee Police Department so far has effectively broken up. such:

stated, ‘however,’ that if these individuals decided to roam the streets_‘iri '
the white residential areas, .trouble might ensue. c R o

Another source of information has advised of hearing anti-Semitic’
talk in the Sixth Ward area but has added that this has been going on for a -
number of years, and in his opinion, it is meaningless.. He has also informed

who stated that more white people were killed in these riots than were = ™. :
reported by the newspapers.. He said further, it appeared to him that Negroes -
were glad the papers did not print the true facts, inasmuch as this would

have led to more trouble. This same informant, a Negro, who is cognizant .

of the situation in the Milwaukee area, has informed that Negroes as a whole

feel they are getting along well at the present time and have no desire to
cause trouble. ’
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NEWARK FIELD DIVISION

. According to the 1940 census, there are approximately 250,000
. Negroes in the State of New Jersey, with the heaviest Negro population -
. centered in Essex, Hudson, Mercer, Monmouth, Union, Atlantic, Bergen and
Camden Counties. The City of Newark leads the cities in New Jersey with 'a
population of approximately 45,000 Negroes, -followed by Atlantic City with..
approximately 16,000, Jersey City 13,000 and Camden 12,0005 "

; | The following Negro publicstions are the
in the State of - New Jersey : : 1

S The New Jersey Guardian, published in Newark, wlth en.approximate
Teireulation of 32,000, L A Resay
s The Naw Jersey Herald News,
eirculation of 22,000, . il s T

published in Newark,
The Hcho, published in‘Red Bank, New Jersey, .ci
; ‘The Afro-Americen,” although not published in New Jersey;.
" to have a comparatively wide cirm;lation'.__"~ EREIE AT
A1l of the foregoing piblications are published weekly
. . Iﬁ 'tﬁe" New J ersevyv metfdﬁohtéﬁ ‘area, "céntei.'ed igi"s;ud. ardﬁnd Newark, -
New Jersey, sources of information advise there is no forelgn-inspired -
agitation smong the Negroes in that area although there are frequent voilcings
of dissatisfaction and unrest. . The unrest, or dissatisfaction, 1s said to be
a result of domestic, social and economic problems, and it has been further
claimed that utterances condemning the national defense program usually resulbt

from the refusal of employers to employ quelifiled colored labor in the: face
of existing vacancies in industries manufacturing nationel defense material.

With regerd to these expresslons of dissatisfaction, it is stated
that they do not mean the Negroes are digloyal to the United States, but
rather are expressions of appreclation of knowledge of the anti—Negro tenden—
cles in the United States. The opinion was also expressed concerning Negroes
. in this ares that a false conception 1s obtained when Negroes volce dlssatls-
faction, especially as to the scarcity of opportunities for advancement dur-:
ing the present national emergency, in that certain groups tend to say . |
such uorest is forelgn-inspired. This source of information advised that
the real cause, in his opinion, is the exlstence of actual discrimination ..
and that the situation could become more serious even without foreign -
inspiration. Another phase of’ the situation, as. expressed by this source: '
of information, is to the effect that the Negro population is increasing
its efforts to be of assistance to the galnlng momentum of the national
defenze program; yet this effort on the part of the Negroes will be met by .
some factions with the rising tide of antagonism "that the Negroes must be
kept in their place.”
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) Sources of information contacted in the City of Newark advise
of no reports or indications that pro-Japanese or pro-German forces are
at work among the Negroes. However, it is stated that much of the "propa-
genda" urging Negroes to strive for equal rights and the abolighment of
¥Jim Orowism" is furthered by Communist Party agitation, although the
original movement towerd such betterment for the Negro actually sprung
from the ranks of the Negroes prior to Communist infiltration. Oertain
nonspecific reports of alleged Japanese spesking to and mingling with
Negroes several years ago were received, but no such influence is report-
edly active at the present time.

In the cities of Kearny and Jersey City, ingquirles as to the
possible existence of pro-Axis actlvity among the Negroes falls to re-
flect such activity at the present time. In Jersey City, however, it was
reported that the Conmunist Party had attempted to egltate among the colared
population but had never met with success because of the attitude of the
administration in that oity toward the OCommunists. .

) Among the various orgenizations composed of members of the
Negro race in the State of New Jersey are the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored Peoprle, the Urban League, the Moorish Science
Temple of Auerica, and the House of Israel. With regard to the first two
of these orgenizations, no indications have been received of any pro-Axis
influence in them. The Moorieh Science Temple of America 1s gsald to be
active in the cities of Newark, Cemden, Glassboro and Montclair. In
Newark there are two branches, one of which belleves in the reincarnation
of Noble Drew Ali, the founder of the Temple, while the other follows the
dictates of 0. Kirkmen Bey, Ohlocego, I11inois. The exact extent of memb exr-
ship in this State is not known; however, the larger group in Newark is
gald to have a membership of approximately 300, while the smaller group
has an active membership of approximately 55. Both of the groups have ex-
pressed definite anti-white sentiments. Investigations are being con-
tinued relative to the various temples throughout the State. Numercus
reports have been received indicating pro-Japanese gentiments on the part
of individual members of the sect. '

With regerd to the organization Imown as the Houss of Ilsrael,
a group claiming to be Jewish, although actuelly cultists who are pro-
Japenese, has been broken up through the arrest of seven of 1ts members
for violations of the Selective Training and. Service Act. The original
group was composed of approximately twelve adults, The leader, whose
real name i believed to be Rubin Thomas, used the name Rubin Igrael and
collected two dollars a week per family from his members to support a
school in which he teught alleged doctrines.

- 112 -




. ‘At one time in the State of New Jorsey there were a‘c’siv,e’ :
groups of the Universal Negro Improvement Assoclation as well as the
Pacific Movement of the Eastern World. - ' : s T

.. Vith regard to Communist Party activities in the State of New.
- Jersey, the general Communist Party line prevails, nrgingassistance{and
‘an. all-out effort in the war ‘program.--There are a number of Negroes who

have been active in running for officers on the Communist. Party. ticke
s well as several who.are orgenizers for various 'yin_d‘ustrial:‘{unions :
Confidential sources indicate there ‘are approximately 370  Negro Party:
. “members out of a total Negro population of 250,000. Of this number 11l

"were Party merbers'as of January 1943, whlle the other 252 are new recruits.
pecured during. the membership cempaign beginning in February 1943 and*
‘ ending in May 1943.. ‘According to informants,.this increase: is not be~
... }leved to indlcate any real .changs .in the general Negro 'attitude ‘toward

“the Party which, they claim, remains skeptical.. —~—~ .- ST e

.. . 'The Negro sources of information end confidential informants
~'who have been contacted for informetion in their possesslon relative to:
" reported instances of foreign-inspired agltatlon among the members of -7 -~ .
‘thelr race have convincingly stated that they lmow of no current foreign- .
inspired causes of Negro unrest, although they do feel that the Negro is
not getting a fair typé of treatment in the current war effort and that
this coupled with the fact that his designation generally is still re— -
tarded leads him to feel that he has a questionable staks in the wars': .

During the early rart of June 1943 there were several dis-
turbances Zmong Negro and Italian high school youths in Newark resulting
in the fatal shooting of a Negro boy by an Itelien youth. In connectlon
with these disturbances rumors of pending race riots began to circulate

" gnd reached a climax the week end of June 26, 1943, &s adults throughout .
the city, according to reports, Negroes:pa.rbiculai'ly, became increaslngly -
incensed over the interracial aspects of the fatal shooting. Negro citi---
yens are said to have complained vehemently that the Newark Police De= -
partnent had not given them proper treatment and protection from Italian
hoodlums. There wers charges that an improper investigation had been
made of the incidents and several Nezro organizations called on or
potitioned Newark city officlals for a better coverage in Newark's race
danger zones, particularly the lst end 3rd Wards. o )

According to sources of information,. tension among the Negro
- eltizens in Newark has increased since these incidents. These informants
have pointed out that since the beginning of the war both Negro and white
people have filtered 1nto Newark to seek better jobs. This has resulted in
increased friction between the races, according to the informants,
and Negroes are said to feel the pressure also of letters they receive
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- from their.relatives in the Armed Forces contalning incldents of alleged
“racial disorimination -in the Armed Forces. A source of information has
.. further advised that although: there:was a peaceful settlement in the . . -
.~ Italian-Negro .difficu;ties,»there.is st1ll a tension and a considersble :
“amount of this exlsts among: Negro youths. . This same informant has added
that pictures in the.local newspapers of the victims of -the Detroit.race:,

lots incited.‘_._'the-,N_e'gro‘-,"you.th--;"and;.}pointed.v out- that the average Negro can :
“only: see, thpv:pictixras’vaﬁdi}cannoté:re’ad.;thé‘captions and he, therefore, :.:
.-+ personslly: resents the beatings of Negroes portrayed 1n, the plctures wit

"~ out attempting to: analyze -the-background circumstances.. . .. o
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NEW HAVEN FIELD DIVISION =

Fbr the purrose of ‘cbnvenienﬁe the summary. of information re——'
garding this area concernlng agitation among the Negroes, will be broken
down according to the larger cities:v'.;,. ComL s el e s

- In the vicinity of Ansonia, Connecticut, 1% is reported that.
~the Negro population of this area has been rapidly increasing, there now .
‘“being approximately 3500 Negroes, most.of whom have come from the .. it
outhern States and the Harlem. Section of New York City. - Contacts made
with sources of information in this area Tevesl that there are no indica:
jons of any foreizn inspired agitation.among the Negroes here, and that T
majority of trouble. experienced is with lowering the number of: violations.

£ the law on the part of Negroes. ': S L o o T e

In the vicinity of Bridgepo:

+,  Connecticut, 1t 1s reporbed that tha

-‘N'“e'gro population has been increasing because. of prospective employment-in .. -’ -

. defense industries there. " No-indicatlons, .however,  have been reported f}re]fleét-; e

- ing unrest or a1 ssatisfaction caused by un-American elements.: In this area -
_'there has recently been issued a small newspaper or magazlne entitled "Modern

. People", published in the Y.M.C.A. building, 1146 Barnham Avenue, Bridgeport,

Connecticut. This magazine is stated to.contaln: articles concerning dis-
erimination sgainst Negroes by local industries and, all in 2ll, demands
more Tights and privileges for Negroes.. The Bridgeport Herald, published in
Bridgeport, Connecticut, is also stated to be active in its criticism of
digerimination against the Negroes and alleged 15im Crow" practices in the
army camps. In the issue of this paper dated July 19, 1942, an article appeared
concerning #Jim Crow" practices in army camps and the following was included
in the article: "These things of which I lave spoken happen each and. every
day in the camps that I have been in, and I think it is time somebody took -
time to sse why the racial hatreds of the prsjudiced South have to penstrate
into the United States Army Camps. What kind of morale will Jim Crow ‘
practices bring to negro troopa? After all, we ars Americans. too."  The
sbove statement was saild to have been contained in a letter written by a
Sergeant located at Fort Benning, Georgia. Numerous other articles have
appeared in this paper concernlng Negroes, including which was dated August
2, 1942, and entitled "New Negro now Fights for Complete Bquality", and .
another in the issue dated August 2, 1942, entitled, "Racial Discrimination
Charged in War Plents", It should be noted that no indications have been
received reflecting un-Americanism inspiring these articles. i

In snd around Greenwich, Connecticut, it is stated, there 1s but
» small Negro population, the larger part of which work as servants 1ln
private homes. The only actlve organizations in this area are sald to be
the Committes for Jobs for Negroes and the Colored Republlcan Club. The
former club is said to be active also in Stamford snd Fort Chester, New York.
It has its headquarters at 20 Oskridge Street, Greenwich, Connecticut, and.
143 avowed purpose is to combat racial discriminastion in defenss plants in
sonthwestern Connecticut. ) )
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At the préséhf time, in and eround Hartford, Connecticut, it is ©
- . reported, there are approximately 10,000 Negroes. Among the Negro organi-— .
" zations in Hartford are-the National Agsociation for the Advancement of - . . . :

- .Colored People, :the North End Federate

a Club and the Moorish Science Temple - s
. of Amerlca.! L ; : L :

g Invéétigéilon s 'beix‘xg.vcondnctéd..v;a‘s a. result of the report

en unidentified Japanese’ individual visiting in Hartford on the night'of
42, and ‘spesking: to.ths congregation 'of the Holy Ghost, Church
4 This.individual ig:reported to. bave stated:that Japanes

were friends of the colored .race and. that it was best for the Negroes.to
join with Japan because 1t was to their best lnterests to do.s0. He is ~.°"
reported to have called the people’there his ‘brothers and sisters. ' Investi-
gation into this matter: hasff,aileﬂ.jrto';reveal“this»'lnd:‘l.vid.ual's identity:
Put the indications are-that his éfforts did not make much. impression on the
colored people in this area.: R T e : O i

o ‘In this region it is stated that the editor of the Hartford Times, " .
has critlcized the failure of the ‘commmity to-take steps toward furnishing ' -
“.recreational. facilities for Negroes in. the 77th Coast Artillery statloned -
“'in Hartford, Connecticuts It is stated however,. that ‘in the Spring of 1942
‘8 great deal was done to furnish facilities for the colored troops through
the efforts of both colored and white organizations. such as the Community
Church, City of Hartford, Negro Citizens Comminity Council snd the Independent
Social Circle. With regard to the activity of the Social Circle, it is re-- .
ported that this organizatlon has subscribed to the Philadelphia Afro-Americen
and the Pittsburgh Courier, both Negro nswspapers, for the benefit of the men
in the 77th Coast Artillery. An opinion has been expressed that such publica-
tions are not inducive to peaceadle relations as both have been described
as extremely radical in thelr opinions. It is also reported that the Chicago
Defender, Negro newspaper, is distributed in the City of Hartford. )

Information has been received reflecting that the Negro population
in the vicinity of New Haven, Connecticut, is rapidly inereasing. The:. -
majority of the Negroes are stated to be coming from the Southern States
and from the Harlem Section of New York City.- The Negro population in this
aree, at the present time, is estimated at from ten to twelve thousand; and.
it ig stated that 1t has been growing to such an extent that it has been
necessary for the local police department to employ three Negroes ag police-
men in the Negro district.. R S :

Among the Negro organizations reported to be active in the City
of New Haven, are the Negro Community Council, The National Assoclation
for the Advancement of Colored People, the Webstar Institute, the Dix-
well Community House, the Tents of America, and the Sons and Daughters of
ths South. 1t is also reported that the Negro churches in thils area wield
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a heavy influence among the Negroes. & Reverend Richard A, G. Foster,
Pastor of the Varick Memorial Zion Church is sald to be very prominent among
the Negroes in this area. Numerous newspaper articles have carried stories
of sermons end speeches made by Reverend Foster. On August 9, 1942,
Reverend Foster reportedly spoke at a large gethering at which he requested
the Negroes to unite in obtaining thelr rights. He is quoted as having saeid,
"If we went segragation against us to ceasse, then we must stand together eo
that the powers that be, will recognize end see us as 2 powerful force. 1t

_we want job discrimination digcontinued in New Haven and in the State, then

we must not take no for an enswer when we are prepared to have better jobs."

It is reported with respect to Reverend Foster that he at one time was affiliated
with a Communist front organization, the Americen Peace Mobiligation, and that
on March 20, 1941, he signed a round robin letter which opposed America's
participation in war as a violation of constitutional rights.

In the vicinity of New Haven, Oonnecticut, 1t has also been
reported that the Connecticut Conference of Social and Labor Legielation is
active among the Negro population. This organization has been reported to
have close Communist connections.

Information received concerning the area including Stamford,
Connecticut, does not indicate that there is any forelgn inspired or un-
Americen activity, or agitation among the four thousand Negroes in thls area.
It is reported that Negroes in this area are qulet as a whole end that the
only organizations active there are the Stamford Branch of the National
Agsociation for the Advencement of Colored People end the organization known
as the Committee for Jobs for Negroes.

It 1s reported that in and around Waterbury, Connecticut, there
has been a rapid increase in the Negro population as a result of the demand
for labor. No information, however, has been recsived reflecting un-Americen
activity among or bY the Negroes in this area.

There has been in existence in the CGity of Hartford a branch of
the Moorish Science Temple of America, which is sald to have a charter, duly
granted by the national organization'. Ag to the membershipP of this organi-
zation, it is said that there are approximately one hundred fifty. A
regional convention of this organigation was held in Hartford in September,
1942, when ' epproximately two hundred officers and delegates meb. The genseral
underlying philosophy in the speeches made at this convention was that of the
religion involving the worship of Allah. It is alleged that the agitation
which this organization causes ig among the less aducated snd less wealthy
class of Negroes in Hartford. .

In the cities of New London, Torrington, Vellingford, Danbury,
Norwich, Naugatuck, West Hartford, Plainville, Shelton, Wethersfield,
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East Hartford, Middletown, Groton, Westbrook, 014 Lyme, Essex, Saybrook,
Chester, Haddam, Durham, North Branford, East Haven, Guilford, Madison,
Olinton end Killingly, inquiries have been made for evidences of organized
gubversive activity among the Negroes, and these have met with negative
results. It 1s to be noted that in most of these communities the Negro
population is mmalle ’ .

On October 24, 1943 a Conference to End Diserimination in New
Haven was held in that city and adopted general resolutions for the doing
awsy with discrimination and segregation and denial of equal rights to Negroes.

In the Stemford area an organization lkmown as the Committee to
Promote Fair Employment Practice has been organized, the purposes of which
are to provide full and equal opportunities for Negroes in employment in
war industries as well es in tralning opportunities. This orgenisation is
sald to have the support of various Negro pastors in that city as well as
professional men.

Reports from the Bridgeport area indicate, especially with regard to
jndustriel plants, that individuale alleged to have Communiet sympathies have
been agitating, particularly among the Negro employees. The industrial plants
alleged to have been involved in this situation are the Stamford Rolling Mills, the
Stewart Die Oasting Oompeny, the Jenkins Brothers Plant, the Bell Map Company,
the Bridgeport Brass Oompany, and the Alumlnum Corporation of America, Bridgeport.
The individuale involved in the agltating, according to the reports, are
Irving Dichter and Sam Gruber, the former reportedly being a member of the
Oommunist Party in Bridgeport, while the latter has reportedly attended
Communist Party functions. It is said that their activities center on the
Negro employees in the foundries of the plants.

During the night of June 30 - July 1, 1943, rioting broke out
in the vieinity of Hallen and Main Streets in New London, Connectiout.
It took place between Negro members of the United States Maritime Tralning
School at Fort Trumbull, New London, and white naval enlisted men reportedly
stationed at the State Pier, New London. Acoording to reports, Negro
seamen of the Maritime School and the white naval seamen engaged in throwing
rocks at one another. The trouble was broken up by police, who used their
night sticks, and the Negro seamen left the scene of the rioting and walked
in the direction of the Maritime Training School. At approximately 12:30 A.M,
on July 1, the Negro seemen agaln reportedly got out of control and police.
were again called to break up the digturbance. The identities of the white
seamen were not reported, however, the Maritime Training School identified
thirty of the Negro soamen and confined them during an investigation. Yo
indications were received that outside forces had attempted to stir up raclal
diffioulties among the Maritime seamen.
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