Document 22
President’s Committee on Civil Rights

April 14, 1947.

The Honorable

Jemas Forrestal
Secratary of the Havy
Navy Department Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear M¥r. Secretary:

The Preaident's Committee on Civil Rights,
whose organizsation and functions are described in
the attached BExecutive Order, is iu nesd of your
asssistence. We believe thut our report to the
President should contein the eaperlence of the
Navy Department and its racommendatlons im this
importent aree.,

The Committee feels that it should have
besic memorandum on the pollcies and practicer
the Nevy Department, a8 they are related to ¢
rights.

The Committes is working to meet imminent
deadlines and is anxlous to consider the problem
of civll righte in the Navy [ield on the 23rd of
April. Ve would appreciate it very much, thers-
fore, i the information and supporiing msaterials
could reach us on the 2lst.

fihen the Comnittee has exumined the mesmorandum
we are asking you to prepare, it is our hope that we
may arrange for a consultation with you and appropriate
members of your stsff.

Vary sincerely yours,

Robert K. Carr,

Enclosures {(2)
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Aprdl T4y 1947.

We should like information on the following subjeehs, covering all Heval
Bwrsaus end The Herine Corps (male and female persemnel, ineluding Hurses)s

i.

3

e

s

b,

T

8.

Y.

The eivil rights of a1l Navy persomnel; statemente of policy
including report of the luvestigstion of the courb-martisl system.

A statement of the experience of the Navy Depertmant in conneotion
with the protection against viclense of nen while in uwniform.
Ploase inolude legislative proposals in this Tield.

pEficial shatementds of poliey (including those of pre-way, war-
time snd post-wor dates bo indlonte cosnges):

4. Resruitment ef Hegro personnel

be Training of Negro txoops

2. Rank of Hegro nmen

d. Service and sssignment of Negroes

@s Use of faellities

Adminiptrative and educational efferts by thess sgenciss to
greate tolersnece snd scosptance of minority dreops, sto.:
s Efforts to indoetrinete officers
be Efferts to indectrinele enlisted men
¢, Specisl efforts o handle integreted or closely-
werking wait with pre-briefings or crimmtstions
d. Urigis situstions in the forceas
@, Clviliang

¥Practiosl implesentation of palicles data;
&, Reorulbtment of Wegro personnel
b« Tralnivg of Negro troops
g, Runk of Hegro men
4, Berviee and ﬂs“s
@. Use of facilities

Legislative proposuls bearing on clwil rights in the Naval forces,
and sourt cages growlng out of Havy polieies on olvil rights.

The possible end probeble effect of the wnification of the armed
forees on exlsbing policles in the area.

The rele of the Navy in conbrolling c¢ivil dlstembances growing cub
of race ricte end pinllar cutbresks of vicletivs which uay puss

gut of the contral of losal and state lew enforcement agencies.
{Ceastitutional procedwe, war-tlse and peage-tine plens which

the Havy hed oF has, sessurss teken in speeifie insbances, if sny.)
Whare pertinent (Especislly Points 3,4,5 end 6) please imelude
information on ofher minority groups, pardiculsrly Jepanose
Ameriosns, Wexican Amsricens, Indlans and Chinese pmericans.

it of Hegroes
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