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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDU FOR: Lii. DONALD DAWSON
Dear Doni

It seens to me that it is okay
to circulate this transecript to commitiee

members, with the caution thet it is not 7‘3&{0

™
CLH "
C.(}.l;z\.w‘\; \

Att. AN T Q}}»\

\\\;\\“f%\‘\_ b R M)

e e e

intended for publication.
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON

14 Jonuary %9
/, Jh KOS S
X 2
2 Pl Ao,

Dear lir. Dawsons
I inclose a transcript of the meeting of the President
with the Four Service Secretaries and the Presidentt's Com—
mittee on Equality of Treabtment and Opportunity in the
Armed Servicese.
I would like your nermission to include this trans—
cript with that of the rest of the meeting which we intend

to send to committee members.

Sincerely yours,

Inclosure

Mr, Donald S. Dawson
The White House
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MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT AND THE FOUR SERVICE SECRETARIES
WITH THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE ON EQUALITY OF
TREATMENT AND OPPORTUNITY IN THE ARMED SERVICES

12:15 P, M, - 12 Jamvary 1949 - Cabinet Room, White House

Reported by:
C. Fenn
#29 CO&Q 131’ m. &62
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MEETING CF THE PRESIDENT AND THE FOUR SERVICE SECHETARIES
WITH THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE O EQUALITY OF
TREATMENT AND OPPORTUNITY IN THE ARMED SERVICES

12:15 Po M, = 12 January 1949 = Cabinet Room, White House

In Attendance:

Hon, Harry S. Truman, President
Hon., James Forrestal, Secretary of Defense
Hon, Kenneth C. Royall, Secretaxry of the Army
Hon. John L. Sulliven, Secretary of the Navy
Hom. W. Stuart Symington, Secretary of the Alr Force
Mr. Donald S. Dawson, Administrative Assistant to
the President
The President?®s Committee on Equality of Treatment and
Opportunity in the Armed Services:
Mr. Charles He Faby, Chairman
Mr. Alphonsus J. Donahue, Member
Mr. Lester Granger, Member
Mr. Dvight R. G. Palmer, Member
Mr. John H. Semgstacke, Member
Mr, William E. Stevenson, Member
Member Absent:
Mr, Charles Luckman
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0ffice of the Secretary of Defense:
Mre Thomas R, Reid, Chairman, Persomnel Policy Board
Brigadier General C, T, Lanham, Director of Steff,
Personnel Policy Board
Mr. Worthington Thompson, Acting Execubtive Secretary,
Personnel Policy Board
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« » « The first meeting of the President's Committee
on Bquality of Treatment and Opportunity in the Armed Services,
was held at 12:15 pe M., 12 January 1949, in the Cabinet Room
of the White House, with President Truman presiding o «

PRESIDERT TRUMAN: Well, gentlemen, I issued an
Exscutive Order, last spring, or fall -- I forget the date
of it == on the better treatment -- not "fair" treatment,
but "equal®™ treatment in the Govermment Service for every-
body, regardless of his race or creed or color, and it's slowly
and gradually taking hold. And I have asked you gentlemen to
gserve on this Commission in an effort to expedite the thing
in the Govermment Service so that you can actually carry out
the spirit, as well as the letter, of the order, And I hope
you will maks a survey of the situation, not only in the
Military Services, but in all the branches of the Federal
Government, and then inform me of enything that®s lacking,
and make any suggestions that you deem necessary for the
improvement of the situvation.

I appreciate the fact that you're willing to serve
on this Commission =- Committes, whatever you want to call it «-
and I'm satisfied that with this sort of a setup we can get
the thing working as it should work,

The Navy®s made some progress; Army, of course, has
made great progress. I don't know sbout the Air Force.
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SECEETARY FORRESTAL: The Air Force has come along -
vhat they have in mind, Mr, President, is a very progressive =

PRESIDENT TRUMAN: I went this rounded out a little
bite I want the Departmemt of the Interior, the Commerce De-
partment, the Treasury Department, interviewed on the subject
why you are in existence, and let's make it & Govermment
proposition, as well as an Armed Services., Of course, as
Commandex in Chief, I can issue orders to the Armed Services,
and, if there is soms legal approach in all the rest of the
branches of the Govermment, we might as well make a complete
progran out of it while we are at it, and not limv 1t to
Just one branch of the Govermment. That®s what I have in
mind all the way down the line,

Hot only that, I think that we®ve got to go further
not at this time, but later ~- and see that the state and
local governments carry out the spirit of the laws which we
hope to get on the books down here dwring this session of
Congress,

If anybody's got any suggestions to maks to me on
the subject, I'd be glad to listen to them.

SECRETARY FOREESTAL: Charlie,.

MR, FAHY: Mr, President; may I say, as the Chairman
of the Committee, we appreclate this oppustunity to meet with
you vhen we are really getting down to work, and Secretary
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Forrestal and Secretaries Royall, Sullivan, and Symingtomn.
We®1l push along now and do the best we can. We are very
grwbetultoyauforthislittlemetingandencmmut
4o us and outline of vhat you expect. We will plug along
and come back to you with the best results that we can and
do the best we can,

PRESIDERNT TRUMAN: That®s what I look for and I
want 1t dons in suwh a way that it is not a publicity stunt.
I want conorete results -- that?s what I'm after =-- not
publicity on it, IwbthaJObdoneandIﬁamtogetit
done in a way so everybody will be happy to cooperate to get
it done, Unless it is necessary to knock somebody®s ears
down, I don't want to have to do that, but, if 1t becomes
necessary, it can be done, But that®s about all I've got
to tell you.

MR, GRANGER: May I ask you a question, Mr., Fresi-
dent? Is there any thought in your mind as to the length
of the life of this group?

PRESIDERT TRUMAN: Well, I had hoped that you
would be ready to come back to me with some concrete
proposition not later than the first of June, and then,
if it is necessary to conmtime, vhy, we can go on from
there, in crder to give you plenty of time, I®d like to
have the outline of the situation before the Congress
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adjourns in case we need to ask for any legal amendments to
the law because, in that bearing, at that time, we will
endeavor to pass the Civil Rights Program as outlined in
my message on the subject in the last Congress, I hope
to get some concrete results of that in the Eighty-first
Congress.

SECRETARY SYMINGTON: As long as you memtiomed
the Air Force, sir, I just want to report to you that owr
plan is to completely eliminate segregation in the Alr Force,
For example, we have a fine group of cclored boys. Our plan
is to take those boys, break up that fins group, and put
them with the other units themselves and go right down the
line all through those subdivisions one hundred per cenmt.

PRESIDENT TRUMAN: That®s all right,

(To Mr., Dawson) Don, I think I notice one more
"club" standing out there.

MR, DAWSON: They®re here, all right!

¢« o o The photographers then took photographs of
the group « « o

PRESIDERT TRUMAR: It®s been a pleasure, gentlemen,
Thank you all very much,

e o » The meeting was then adjourned at 12325 De Be o o
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