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MEMORANWJM FOR: H)OOABLE JAM~ES B. FORRESTAL~
SEC RTARY OF DEFENSE

I would appreciate it if you
would acknowledge direct the attached
letter to the President from Grant) 2ynold
and A. Philip a stating it?%as
referred to ~u by this office,

Thank you.

MATTHEW J. CONNELLJY
Secretary to the President smg

ietr June 29 from these two men, 217 West 125th street,
New York City. Request conference with the President to discuss

issuance of an execu tve o er abolishing all se . tion and

discriminati from the armed forces.

ItD * /
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASH INGTON

Ju 6, 98.

MJWIO FOR HONORABLE MATT CONNELLY:

Dear Matt:

I suggest that this letter be

referred to Mr. Forrestal.

D.K.N.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WAS H IN GTO N

,uly 1, 1948

MIORANDIN FOR

MR. NIIES

Dear Dave:

Will you be good enough to look

over the attached letter, addressed to the

President by Grant Reynolds and A.Philip

Randolph, and let us have your suggestions

as to how it should be handled.

Thank yo.

M.TC
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COMMITTEE AGAINST JIlMCROW IN MILITARY SERVICE AND TRAINING
SUITE 301

217 WEST 125th STREET

NEW YORK 27, NEW YORK 
Telephone: WAdsworth 64949

OFFICERS
Grant Reynoldss'

A. Philip Randolph
Treasurer

Charles J. Patterson
Ex.cuive Secretary

LEGAL COMMITTEE
Raymond Pace Alexander
Sadie . M. Axander

Robert L. Cater
Earl S. Dickernon
Charles Ht. Htouston
Belford V. Lawson, Jr.
James M. Neabrlt

June 29, 1948

Prggiggent Harry S, Trumgn
White House

pgghigt, D.gCg.~
Dear r. Prsi~et:

Because Congress enacted, and you have now signed, a SelectiveI Service bill devoid of any safeguard. for Negro youth, we should.

like to request, at your very earliest convenience, a conference with
you to discuss the issuance of an executive order abolishing all I

ra and discrimination from the armed forces.

In the light of past official civil rights pronouncements, it
is our belief that the president, as Oommandr-in-Chief, is morally
obligated to issue such an order now. Unless this is done, Negro
youth will have no alternative but to resist a lawn the inevitable
eensequene of which would be to exose them to the un-American
brutality so familiar during the last war.

America must not subject one-tenth of its population to such
treatment an. Knowing that you have it in your power to prevent
this, we are seeking an opportunity to confer with you on imple-
menting this essential part of your civil rights program

Sincerely yours,

apr/t

gso
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