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AMONG COLORED MEN 1IN TUE UNITED STATES.

/ ;
",, o In the year 178-%, anumber of colored men in Boston,
'-,‘ Massachusctts, nppfied to the proper sourco for a grant of

Masonic privileges, which being denied them, by foree of

nceessity they went to England, which, at that time not
recognizing the Masonic fraternity of America, tho then
acting Grand Master, (recorded on the warrant as the
Right Honorable, Henty Frederick, Dukeof Cumberland)
mnted o warrant to the colored men to make Masons and
establish Lodges, subject, of course, to the Grand Lodge
of England.  Incourse of time, their tics became absolved;
not before it was preceded by the cstablishment of an inde-
pendent Grand Lodge in Philadelphia, Pa., by colored men,
and subsequently, a general Grand Lodge, known as the
First Independent African Grand Lodge of North America.
Tn tho yoar 1832, another Grand Lodgo was established
by o party of dissatisfiod colored Basons in tho city of
Thiladolphia, known as the *“Hiram Grand Lodgo of the
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State of Pennsylvania.”*  There was, also, for many years,
a small faction who rather opposed tho T, I. A. G, L. still
adbering to what they conccived to be the mast legitimato
sourco~—~tne old African Lodge of Boston; among whom
was the colored Lodge of Boston, and a very respectablo
body in New Yerk city, known as the “Boyer Lodge.”
In December, 1847, by n grand communication of a repro-
sentative body of all the colored Todges in the United
States, held in the city of New York, the differences and
wounds which long existed were all settled aud hoaled, &
complete union formed, and a National Grand Lodge cs-
tablished, by the choico and clection, in duo Masonic form,
of Past Master, John T. Iilton, of Boston, Mass. Most
Worshipful Grand Master of the National Grand Lodge,
and William B. Ambusk, M. W. N. G. Seerctary. This,
perhaps, was the most important period iu the history of
colored Masons in the United States; and had I the power
to do s0, I would raise my voice in tones of thunder, but
with tho pathetic affections of a brother, and thrill the cord
of every truo Masonic heart throughout the country aud
tho world; especially of colored men; in exhortations to
stability and to Union. Without it, satisfied am T, that
all our efforts, whether as men or Masons, must fail—ut-
torly fuil, ““A house divided against itself, cannot stand”’—
the weak divided among themselves in tho midst of the
wighty, are thrico vanquished—conquered without a blow
from the strong; the sturdy hand of the ruthless may

* This Grand Lodge dissolved in 1841;. after an existence of

fifteen years, becoming convineed that they had no just nor legal
foundation for an independent cxistence; and none contribured

moro to the accomplishiment of so desivable an end, than the then

acting Grand Muster of tho Iliram Grand Lodge,—Mr. Samuy

L4

Van Brakle, an upright, intelligent, and excclient mau.
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shatler in picees our colunm guidance, and leave the Vir.
gin of Sympathy to weep through all coming timo.

I bave thus, s cursorily as possible, given you a faint
history of the origin and objects of ancient Freo Masonry;
its introduction into this country among white and eolored
men; and he who rojects Masonry as an absurd and irrolig-
ious institution, must objeet to the Scripturcs of etornal
truth, and spurn the Biblo as a book of mummeries.

But thero bave been serious objections urged againss
the legitimacy of Ancient Fremasonry among colored!
men of African deseent or affinity in the United States,
eminating ab various times from difftrent divections, of
high Masonic authority in tho Republic, and, consequent-
ly, reccived and adopted with a adiness a3 surprising
23t was unkind and unjust by alinost all of the Subordinutc,‘
and many of the Grand Lodges throughout the country,

especially in the non-slaveholding States.®

Among tho carliost, and, peradventuro, tho first of these
intended fratricidal assaults, wag that of the Grand Lodge
of Pennsylvania in tho year 184~; a distinguished and tal-
ented ox-cditor and present member of Congress, and Co).

%A fact worthy of remark, that there is no comparison betwees
tho feclings innnifcsted toward colored, by Northern and South.
ern Musons.  Northern Masons, notwithstanding Masonry knows
no man by descent, origin, or color, seldom visit colored Mnsonic:
Todges; and when they do, it is frequently dono by stealh! - Wihile
10 the contrary, Southern Masons recognize and fellowship colorc(f
men, as sucl, whenever they meet them ‘as Masons, Tho writes
has more than once sct in Lodgo in the city of Cew—, with somo
of the first gentlemen of Kentucky, where there have been presens

- Col. A. o distinguished lawyes, Esquire L. ono of tho first Alden.
wen of tho place, and Judgo M. Presidont of tho Judges’ Beneh.’
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‘I'his ia & mater of no unfrequent occusrence, and. many of ouy .

wembers hiave donc the same.
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. P. an ex-Post Master, if T mistake not, boing at the time

among tho Grand Ofticers, if not tho Comumittee who vis-
ited and reported concerning the African Grand Lodge in
Eloventh Streot, Philadelpkia. And I should not at this
late day refer to the doings of those distinguished porson-
ages in this conneetion, but for the purpose of—=as it never
#s yet has publicly heen done—vindicating tho abovo
named First Independent African Grand Lodgo of North
America, against the nspcmions of those multifarious out-
ward forces which have so long been leveled against hor
Masonic ramparts.  Lambparts, perhaps, would be a term
far more appropriate; hecause our Masonic fathers have
submitted really with the most lamb-like passivenoss to the
terriblo and disparaging ordeal.

In this wise, the circumstance refersed to happened.
The question had long been mooted among the white
members of the Fraternity, as to tho legitimacy and realily
of colored Masons; and, consequently, a Committec from
the Grand Lo Igo of Pennsylvania (white) was appointed
to visit the colored Grand Lodge then situated in Kleventh
Strect, (Phila.) to apply the Masonic fest, and prove or
disprove their capacity as recipicnts of the ancient and
honorable rituals of the mystic order.

A Grand Conmunication heing congregated for tho
purposo, at tho appointed tine, tho Comumitteo went. A
Conmnittee of Fxamination being sent out, who—insteal

. of as they should have done, had thero been in waiting St.
 John the Baptizt, St. John tho Bvangolist, or St. Paul in

his daring altitude s th chief Christian on tho Islo of.
Malta; ezamined them—on seoing the gentlemen, all men
of tho fiest standing in the city of Philadelphia, who had,
ofton boen seen in Masonic processions, and s far, knoton—
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23 thoy thought—to be Masons—an unwise conclusion to-
besure; reported them to the Chair; when without a ques-
tion—and entiroly through deference—tho Chair replied,
“Admit them,” &c.—They entered; inspected, overs
sighted, and oxamined tho work of the colored Masons,
applying the serutiny of & suspicious cye, and tho test of
plumb, level and square; all of which they pronounced to
be good work, square, and just such work as was required
to be done; but, for this act of courtesy, and unduc defer-
ence on their part, they were denounced by the Grand
Lodge of Pennsylvania, as being unworthy of the high
privileges they possessed.

Tad these gentlemen been half so gencrous as they were
determined on being just, they could and would havo read-
ily excused the blunder made by the colored Masons, when
considering the relative position in community of the two
partics who then et as Committees; the one subsorvicnt
to the other in all the rclations of life. Inall the social
relations in which they had formerly met, the one was do-
mestic and the other superior—tho one ignorant and the
other intclligent; in a word, the ono master and the other
servant. :

But, I come not to plead in extenuation for the blun-
ders—tho palpable and reprehensiblo blunders of our col-
ored Masonic brethren and fathers; may I not say that it
served them right, and has done them good, since their too
great deference for persons in certain relations of life in
this country, has done us much injury in other respects
than this. But that time is not now, neither are we those
brethren; and they who now stand at the head of our Ma-
gonic jurisdiction, are competont and adequate to tho task
for shich thoy havo Feen selected; 5o that th same exeuse

-
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no longer exists for tho Grand Lodgo of Pennsylvania.
Neither would I vindictively censuro our fathers, ns they
did very well for their day and gencration; and all that
they did, was done for the best: they meant well, and
that is all, at least, that I requirc at their hands. And
now, in presenco of this vast assemblage, beforo all the
world, in the name of the Holy 8t. John—ealling God to
witness, I this day acquit them of all blame in the matter
of that which they did, in admitting the Grand Lodgo Vis-
iting Committce, promising it will never ks done agein!

- The second, and probably most formidable objection
raised to colored Masons was, that they emanated from
Grand Lodges, existing contrary to the gencral regulations
of Masonty, in States whero there were previously exist-
ing Grand Lodges.

This objection will casily be refuted, when it is consid-
ered that under the government of England, whenee the
general regulations of Masonry take their modern rise, for
the sake of the eraft, prompted by necessity, tho establish-
ment of a Grand Todgo was permitted in Scotiand and
Treland; and at ono timo, for a short period, probably
Wales; although the Grand Lodge of England extended
her juristiction over all of these provinces.

_ At the tine, the Scotch, Trish, and Welsh, all had cor-
tain domestic, soeial and political relations which seriously
forbado their identity with the Grand Lodge of England;
consequently, they severally established their own jurise
dictions, all of which, were cordially acknowledged and
sauctioned by the Grand Lodgo of the DBritish Eupire,
T may bo mistaken about the Welsh; but as to tho othery,
T am certain.® .

‘h}ml even now, in conscquence of tho peeuliar position and
relations of the two places, thcr; oxists in the Canndns & Grand
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And can there be a greater demand for an independent
jurisdiction of Masonry among tho Secotch and Ivish than
among the colored men of the United States? Certainly
not. Nothing like so great; as among them, it was a
matter of ehoice, not wishing, for reasons better known to
themsclves, to be subordinato to the Grand Lodge of Eng-
land; while with us it was forced upon our fathers by ne-
cessity, they having applied to different Grand Lodges, at
different times, in different States—as in Massachusetts
and Pennsylvania—for warrants to work under them, and
as often spurned andk rejected.  What could, what should,
or what would thoy do but cstablish an indepeudent juris-
diction? If they desired to be Masons, they must havo
done this; indeed, not to have done it, would havo been
to relinquish their rights as men, and certainly bo less
than Masons. .

But we profess to be both men and Masons; and chale
lenge the world, to try us, prove us, and disprove us, if

they can.®

Lodge for the Dritish Provinces of North America, extending:
over Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Canada Fast, Canada West,
and the Hudson Bay country; Sir Allen Napicr Mac Nab, Knight
Baronet, Right Worshipfal Grand Master, with full power to
grant warrants and cstablish Subordinate Lodges thronghent
Dritish Awmeriea, This Grand Lod;zo jurisdiction, was established

not to suit the convenieney of the Most Worshipful Grand Toidgo
of Bngland, but the conveniency and peenliar vircumstances of tho
people of British North Awmerica, who démanded the right, which
was readily concaded by the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge, there-
by ackuowledying the lgality of such separato jurisdictions, all withe
in the same political and Masouic dependencics,

# Tho Jate Chief Justice, John Gibson,~as Col. J. S. of this
city, & high Mason, will bear witness~when Grand Master of
Tennsylvanis, was known to acknowledge that the colored Ma.
sons of Penusylvania wers as legal as tho whites, but intimated
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As the ultimum et unicum remedium~the last and only
remedy—a resort has been made to prove that colored men
in the United States are tneligille to Masonic privileges.
And among the many who have made this attack, nonc
stand forth with a bolder front than the honorable Jacob
Drinkerhoof, of Ohio, ex-member of Congress, who, in an
claborato oration delivered before the Masonic I'raternity
of that State in 1850 or ’51, on an occasion of & Commu-

.nication of the Grand Lodge, declared that no man who

ever had been, or tho descendant of any.who had been a
slave, could ever bo a Mauson. This, coming from such
authority, on such an oceasion, was cagerly scized hold of,
and published in the news jowrnals from Baflin’s Bay to
Behring's Straits, It may have been sport to him, but
certainly was intended as death to us; and the honorable
ex-member of Congress, may yob loarn, that ho is much

that it wonld be “bad policy” so to decide publicly. Bad poliey!
Dolicy in Masonry! and wrong to do right!  Cherubim shrink Lack
from the portals of Merey, drooping their golden pinions in sor-
row; and Justico casts down her balance, and cases her sword in
despair!

In 1847, alter the establishment of Star Lodge No. 18, in
Carlisle, Pn. o Committce of white Masons from the white Lodge
in Carlisle—working under the Grand Lodgoe of Pennsylvania—
with tho Worshipful Master at its head, visited & Committee from
tho colored Todgze; and after a satisfictory conference, decided
that they wero legal and worthy ancient York Musons, Lut never,
08 they promised, mndo o veport. “Lhe writer hng inob with whito
Masons who have been frank enough to tell him that they had
been abligated mot to recognize nor fellowship a colored dlason!
These were Pennsylvnnia Masons. But le is frank to say, that
while they are timid about visiting, there aro hundreds who read-
ily recognize o colored Mason wherever they find him, and con-
sidor it contrary to Masonry to act otherwise.
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more of an adept in legal than Masonic jurisprudence—
much better adapted to State than Lodgo govemnment.
How will this bear the test of intelligent inquiry? Lot
us examine,

Moses, as before mentioned, of whom the highest enco-
nium given, i3 said to have been learned in all tho wis-
dom of tho Bgyptians, was not only the deseendant of those
who had heen slaves, but of slave parents; and himself,
al the time that he was so taught and instrueted in this
wisod, was @ slave! Wil it be denied that the man
who appeared beforo Pharaoh, and was able to perform
mystically all that the wisest among the wise men of that
mysteriously wise nation were capable of doing, was a Ma-
son? Was not the man who becamo the Prime Minister
and Jligh Priest of Cercmonies among the wise men of
Afviea, a-Mason? If so, will it be disputed that ho
was legitimately such? Aro not we as Masons, and the
world of mankind, to Zum the Exyptian slave—may I not
add, tho fugitive slave—indehted for a transmission to us
of the Masonic Records—the Ioly Bible, the Word of
God? What says tho honorable Jacob Brinkerhoof to
this? Tt a silent tongue answor the inquiry, and a listen,
ing car give sanction to his condemnation.

But if this doctrine held good, according to the aceoptas

tion of the term slaze, any ono who has been deprived of
his liberty, and therehy rendered politically and socially
impotent, #s a slave; and, consequently, Touis Kossuth,

ex-Governor of ITungary, bound by the chains of Austria,

in the city of Puteya, was, to all intents and purposes, ac-
cording to this definition, a slave, And when ho effected
his escapo to tho United States, was (liko Mosos from
Raypt) a fugitive slave from his masters in Austria, and,
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thercfore, by the decrco of the honorable ex-member o‘-'
Congress, tncapable of ever becoming a Mason.

But Governor Kossuth was made a Mason in Cincinnati,
Oliio, the resident State of Mr. Brinkerhoof, and, therefore,
according to him, the Governor is not a Mason at all. 1o

. has been a sleve!  Is tho Oxder prepared for this? Js

Mr. Brinkerhoof prepared forit? No, he is not. Then
what hecomes of his vaunting against colored mon? for to-
wards such ho intended his declarations to have a bearing.
Let the deserved rebuko of silence answer.

But was the requisition, that men should ba free dorn,
or free at the time of making them Masons, intended, mor-
ally and logically, to apply to those who lost their liberty
by any force of invasion and unjust superior power?

No such thing. In the days of King Solomon, as men-
tioned elsewhere, there were two classes of men denied
Masonic privileges: he who lost his liberty by erime, and
he who, Jiko Esau, “sold his birthright for a mess of pot-
tage”—a class who bartered away their liberty for a term
of years, in consideration of a trifling pecuniary gain.
These persons were the same in condition as the Coolies (so
called) in China, and the Peons of Mexico, both of whom
voluntarily surrendered their rights, at diseretion, to anothe
er. These persons, and theso alone, were provided against,
in the wise regulations concerning freemen, as Masons,

Did they apply to any others, the patriot, sage, warrior,
chicftain and hero—indeed, the only true drave and chive
alrie, the most worthy and best specimens of mankind—
would bo denied a privilege, which, it would seem, they
should bo the most legitimate heirs. -

The North American Indians, too, havo been onslaved;
and yet there has not, to my knowlodgo, been a syllable
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spoken or written against their legitimacy; and they, too,
are Masons, or havo Masonry among them, the facts of
which are frequently referred to by white Masonic orators,

with pleasurable approbation and pride.

But to deny to black men the priviloges of Masonry, is

to deny to a child the lincage of its own parentage. Krom
whence sprung Masonry but from Fithiopia, Egypt, and
- Assyria—all settled and peopled by the children of ITam?
Docs any one doubt the wisdom of Ethiopia? I have
but to reply, that in the days of King Solomon’s renown
and splendor, she wis capable of sending her daughters to
prove him with hard quostions. If this bo true, what
must lave been her sons! A striking and important

‘historieal fact will bo Lrought to boar, touching the truth.-

fulness of this matter; and, discarding all profano and
general, I shall take sacred history as our guide.

Moses was quite a young man—and, consequently,
could not have been endowed with wisdom—when, secing
the maltreatment of an Israclite by the Egyptian, he slow
him, burying lLis body in the sand; when, immediatoly
after, the circumstance having become known to Pharaoh,
he fled into Midian, a kingdom of Ethiopia.

Ie bero sought the family of Jethro, the Ethiopian
prince and Priest of Midian, in whoso sight, after a short

residonce, ho found favor, and marciod his daughter Zip-

porah.  Zipporab, being a princes, was a shepherdess and
pricstess, as all pricsts were sheplietds;* and Mosos, con-

* It is frequontly referred to by modern writers, as an evidenco

- of the reverses of circumstances in the lifo of man, who, with some
degree of surprise, tell us that king David was onco a shepherd,

and attended flocks, This is no strange matter, when it is xe-

membored that all princes in those days were priests; and ol
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sequently, becamo a shepherd, keeping tho flocks of Jathe
ro bis father-in law, watehing them by day and by night,
on hill and in valley. Hero Moses continued to dwell,
until called by tho messagze of the Lord, to suo beforo
Pharaok for the deliverance of Isracl,

From whence could Moses—ho leaving Iuypt when
young—have derived his wisdom, if not from the ISthio-
pians? I it not a reasonablo, nay, the enly just conclu-
sion to infer, that his decp seated knowledge way received
from them, and that his learned wife Zipporah, who ac-
companicd him by day and by night, through hills and
vales, contribuled not a littlo to his acquirements? Cer-
tainly, this must havo been so; for the Izyptians wero n
colony from Jithiopia, and derived their first training from
them; the former, as tho country filled wp, moving amil
spreading farther down the Nile, until, at length, becoming
very numerous, they separated the kingdom, estal lishing
an independent nation, occupying tho delta at tho mouths
of the river.

Whero could there a place, so appropriato bo found, for

pricsts, as a necessary part of their education, had to he sheplerds,
As we may reasonably infer, there were two objeets in view in
the establishment of this singular mythological ordinance. 1ho
first was, that the shepherd, by continually looking out for n
change of weather, and thereby gmzing up to the heavens, might

“keep his mind moro fixed upon the high enlling that nwaited

him—ndministeviug at the altar—and thus assimilate the person
of his deity; and the second, that by attending the sheep, he might
Do impressed with their innocence, and thereby learn the tene chare
acter that should distinguish him before the gaze of the inquis.
itive eye, OF tho seven daughters of Midiun, the childven of Jethe
ro, all, as will be seen, wero sheplierdosses, and, consequently, nll

. priostosses. Lix. 2 e :
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tho study of those mysterics as upon the ziyhest ills and
in the deepest valleys?  Ts it not thus that tho mysteries
originated, the habits of the shepherds with their flocks,
leading them to tho hills and valleys?

It was also in Ethiopia where God appeared to Moses
*in a burning bush; and here whero he told him, “Put off®
thy shocs from off thy feet; for the placo whercon thou
standeth is Joly ground.”  Aud this “holy ground” was
in Ethiopia or Midian, the true ancient Africa. Thuly, if
the Aftican raco have no logitimato claims to Masonry,
then is it illegitimate to all the rest of mankind.

Upon thia topie I shall not farther descant, as I believo
it is a settled and acknowledged fact, conceded by all n-
telligent writers and speakers, that to Afiica is tho e
indebted for its knowledge of the mysteries of Ancient
Treemasonry,  Xad Moses, nor tho Israclitos, never lived
in Aftica, the mysterics of the wise men of tho East had
never been handed down to us.-

Was it not Afiica that gave birth to Euelid, the master
geometrician of the world? and was it not in consequence
of a twenty-five years' residenco in Aftica, that the great
Pythagorus was cnabled to discover that key problem i
scometry—tho forty-seventh problem of uclid—without
which Masonry would bo incomplete? Must I liesitate to
tell the world that, ns applied to Masonry, tho word—
Jiureku—yvas fivst exelaimed in Afrign?  But—there! I
have revealed the Masonic seeret, and must stop!

Masons, Brethren, Companions and Sir Knights, hoping
that for this disclosure, by a slip of the tongue, you will
forgive mo~as I may have made tho world much wiser—I
now commit you and our cause into tho care and keeping
of the Grand Master of the Universe, |
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