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Records as President, White House Central Files: Official File

June 24, 1958

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES

Subject: Masting of Negro Leaders with the President ~ June 23, 1958

The President met with: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jv., President,
Southern Christian l.eadership Conference

A. Philip Randolph, International
Pyasident, Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters

Roy Wilkins, Preaident, NAACP

Lastar B. Granger, Executive Secretary,
National Urban League

Also presant were Attorney General Rogers, Frederic E. Morrow and
myself,

After introductions, Mr. Randolph, ae the spokesman, laid
before the President the attached statement. He prefaced the written
staternent by commending the President strongly for the many effcrts
he has made to advance the political and economic status of the American
Negra, He said that they would not be present at the meating if they did
not Aave the firm conviction that the President was a man of courage and
integrity who bad shown leadership and brought about accomplishment in
this fleld. He spoke strongly and favorably about the FPresidaut's action
in the Little Rock episode. He then proceeded, beginning on page ¢, to
read the nins recommendations contained in the statement, including the

closing paragraphs. Following this, be asked Dr. King to speak.

Der. King said he wanted to comment about the first three of ths
recommendations and that, as & minister, he falt thess recommaendations
weare designed to help mobilize the emotions of the spirit which, in turn,
would aid in the {ight for abolishmeat of segregation. He said that a
Presidential proncuncament as called for in the first recommendation
would give a moral boost te the Naticn. Speaking of the second
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recommendation, which calls for a White Houss confersnce, he is
convinced, he said, as a southern Negro, that the social, palitical
and economic reprisals which exiat today in the South prevent the
goodwill of white Southietners from belng supresssd. He felt such

s conference would provide the forum for axpressions of such good-
will, In wrging action oa the third recommaendation, he said that
wider dissamination of goverament infosmation on this sudject would
provide the factual basis needed to educsts furthew the communities
and localities throughout the South sad the Nation. He felt that with-
out action aloag the lines of thess three recammandations thers would
be a coatinuation of delaying tactics. He sgrees that movala cannet be
legislated (enly sducation and religion can do this, he said) and that
internal attitndes are hard to changs, but thet actica is possible to
attempl t» contrel the external sffects of such attitudas.

My, Wilkins exphasized the President's ows record in the
flald of improvemmmt of Negro rights, vecalling tha fact that Asmed
Services integration is mow about cemplets, and that the President
was responsible for the passage of the Clvil Rights Bill last yuar.

He then spoks on behalf of recommaendation Ne. ¢ and urged that the
Administration seek again ths ineluston of Part 1} whick had been
deleted during ths heat of tha debate last Fall. This {s needed in
order that more legal suthority be provided the Attorney General,

He #2id that the Justice Departinent was 'inkibited, 80 it is reported”
because they lack this necsssary statutery authority. Wilking then
said he wns "dismayed, distressed and angeved” by the Lemiey court
dacision of last Satuwrday. He aaid that the pieture had been best
described by a portar in New York City as hs was leaving to come to
Washington. The portsr sald that the decision has "given themn & map,
meaning that this dacision has explained to the segregationtsts how best
1 procesd to defeat school intagration. He then spohs of the necessity
of projacting the right tv vote, explaining that in one community in the
South where a eollege was located, Negro faculty members with Masters
and Dectors degress wears unable to qualify to vots becanse of the rigid
tasts sdministered by local registrars. He fsl4 that when mere Negroe
wars abls to vots ia the Seuth this would being about peaceabls changs
and adjustment. Hs said that the right to vots was the “mest effsctive
and bdloodless way" te solve this whole problam. He said that it was
natural {or & celored person who falt aggrieved in a Josal communisy to
waat 0 turn to Washington, the White Heuse and the President for aid.
He then relatsd to the President sn incident which occurved during the
President's visit to6 Cklahoma City last Fall in which sight high achoel
scisnce scholavship winners wers presentsed to the Presidast. One of
theam was a coloved girl, ha said, for whom this would never have been
possible if integration had not taken place in that city in recent years.
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Mrz. Granger recalled to the President that, in his lifatime,
ha has seen thres different phases of Negro sctivity in the fleld of
civil rights: duriag hia World War I days, during the time of the
depression, and today. He sald hs had not known & peried when the
bitternsss of the Negre showed "more signs of congealing” than today.
Mr. Geangey continwed, saying the Negryo bad besn led to beliave that
thers was hope and that progrees was being na ds when, suddenly, it
sppears stoppad. He sald this was the zeason for the reaction by the
Negroes st last month's Swamit mesting to the President’'s remarks,
and becsuse of which he sasumed the President might be disappointed.
He relsrred 0 Agnss Meyer's Focent articls in the Atlantic Menthly,
calling hev a persan of "goodwill, even though not slways of good
Judgment. ' Hs sald that In this srticle she had "misquoted” Gneaning
misstated, I ballovs) the New York City School Bonrd efferts. Hs anid
this type of article only brings shout mors confusion by well-maaning
white people. lHe commended the kind of leadership exhibited dy Dr.
King in the South, who, he sald, “kept alive & free wpirit, "

The Attoracy Genaral commented that the reason, in his mind,
{or any bitteyness which might exist, is the very fact that progress ls
haing mads loday, pointing out that in prier years spasches were made
but progress &id aot fellow, sad #o hops never really built up. Neow,
with the progress of the past recant years, some of the hopes have be-
comas realined) oceasional setbacks or delays should be regarded
oaly a8 temporary. Mzr. Rogers sald that we ave dafending the laws
by aggressive court action whanever and whevsvar it appears that the
legal facts ave sufficient to bring than to & succensiul conclusion. He
emnphasined that it would be sntremely unwise and darmsging fo tnntitute
court action in svery individual complaiat situation. He then sald that
be thought the statament lacked s writtan preface of the typs which Mr.
Randalph bad just made oraily (commending the ascomplishmaents of
this Administration) and gave no appesrancs of sppruecistion for the gaine
of recent years, He slsc recalled Mz. Wilkins' willingnase to adandon
Part 111 of the propossd Civil Rights Bill during the heat of last year's
debats.

The President thon spoke, saying that he was axtremely
dismayed $0 hear that after 3 1/ yeare of ¢flovt and action in this
field thess gentismen were saying that bitternsse on the part of the
Negreo peopls was at its height, He wondered i further constructive
action in this fiald would not only result in mese bittarness.
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Mr. Granger, seconded by Mr. Randolph and Mr. ¥ilkins,
hastily assured the President that the bittarness they referved to was
not directsd to the Prasident or the Administration but enly te the
cornmunities in which appareat though slow progress was being made
and then stapped] that the bitternass consisted of individual reactions
te obatacien mat.

The President spoke forceably sbout the need for &ligant
and careful peyusal by the Fadersl Government of any sctions in this
fleld, Hs did not commant in any way es the Judge Lamisy decision
or the Little Ruck affsir. He said he éid a0t propese #o commaent ~
snd kuew they did not expect him 9 - on the recommendations which
ke had bafore him, but said that he would sbviously be glad w0 consider
them. He then said that there might be st first blush same valus in
coavokiag a White Heuse wonference, but added that he was doubtful
if is would be productive of anything.

Mr. Randoiph answared this last observation by saying he
thought the President might give 1t & high mowsl tons, o which the
Fresident replied fhere was only 50 much any Frasident could do ta
opaniag such a meeting. Mr. Rogers sgreed with the President and
sald this could only serve as & sounding board for the veaffivmation
dmymmwmmWMm
stherwiss) in this ares. Mr. Rogers emphasined again that the
Presideat had dirvcted him 1o taks aggressive acticas in all mattera
affecting the Fedaral authority. The President agresd and then em-
phasised the impurtance of voting rights.

The meeting concluded with the President indicating his
appreciation of mesting with the group.

in the press conlerence which {oliowsd the mesting, it appenved
um-mmnmmwhmm:mwmy
muaanm-m:mammwnmmumg. Bhe
news accounts speak fof themaslves, but 1 took note of ene significant
question asksd by Lowis Lautier (oaly Nagro member of the National
Press Club Association) of My. Wilkius: hs sshed what had sceurred
in the meeting whith had changed his attitude. Me repoated this #2 mean
M. wum.'mwmcmmmmmpmm.
month age by hinn, Mr.. Wilkias was very indignant and dida't really
rospond %o the quastion. Efforts were made to batt Wilking ia the press
m-m.uuauumaummmnmumm.
but I would say that he held himself undsr contrel.

Receo C. Siciliane
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