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Importart Proclumstion by Gem., Fremont.

General Fremont has jssued the following praclaweation, plac-
ing Missouri under martial Iaw and applying the Confiscation
Act to the emancipation of the alaves of rcbels:

HEADQUARTERS OF THE WEBTZRN DIUARTMBNT,
8r. Lot1s, August 31, 1661,

C¥: nees, in my jud, ¢ of sufficlent urgency, render
it necorrary that the commanding General of this department
should the adminWtrative powers ¢f the state. Itsdis-

organized condition, the helplcssness of the civit authority, the
total insecurity of life, and the devastation of property by bands
of murderers and marauders, who infest nearly every county In
tke state, and avail themselves of the pubiic misfortunes and
the vicinily of a hostile force to gratify private and neighbor-
hood vengeance, and who find an cnemy wherever they find
plunder, finally demand tle severest measures to repress the
daily jncreasiog crimes and outrases which are driving off the
inbabitants and rvining the state. In thii condition the public
safely and the success of our arma require unity of purpose,
without let or hindrance to the prompt administration of affairs.

In order, therefore, to suppress dizorders, to maintain, as far
a3 now practicable, the pub.ic peace, and to give seourity and
protection to the persons and property of loyal citizens, I do
hercby extend and declare established martial law throughout
the state of Missouri. The lines of the army.of occupation in
this state are for the prescnt declared to extend from Leaven-
worth, by way of the posts of Jefferson City, Rolla, and Ironton,
to Cape Girardeau, on the Misslasippi River.

All persons who shall be taken with arms in their hands
witbin these lines shali be tried by court-martial, and, if found
guilty, will be shot. The property, real and personal, of all
pereons in the state of Missour! who sball take up arms against
the United States, or who shall be directly proven to have taken
active part with their enemies in the field, 1s declared to be con-
fircated to the public use, and their slaves, if any they have, are
hereby declared frec men. .

ANl persops who skall be proven to have destroyed, after the
publication of this order, rallread tracks, bridges, or telegraphs,
shall suffer the extreme penalty of the law,

Al y d in tr b cspendence, In giving
or procuring aid to the enemies of the United States, in distarb-
ing the public tranquillity by creatingor circulating false reporta

or incendisry documents, are, in their own interest, warned
that they are exposing themselves, ’

All persons who have been led away from their allegiance arg

required to re.urn to their homes forthwith. Any such ahsenoe,
without sufficient cause, will be held to be presumptive evidence
against them. X

The object of this declaration is to place in the hands of the
military anthorities the power to give ini‘antaneous cffeck %3
existing laws, and to supply euch deielencios as the conditions.
of war demand,  Bat It is not intended to suspend the ordinary
tribunals of the country, whera the ja ¢ will be administered by
the civil officers §n tho usual manner apd with their customarg
anthority, white the same can bo peacoadly exereised,

The comzsanding Geveral will labor sigilandy for the public
welfare, and in his cfforts for their rafety hopes to obtain nof
only the acquiesence, but the active support of the people of tha.
country. J. C. Faeuoxr,

Major-General Commanding.

This proclomation has been recelved with manifestations of

high satisfaction in cvery part of the country. The St Lowis

Republican, herctofore a Democratis organ, says:

“The proclamatton is the most imonortant docoment which hag
yet appeared in the progress of the war, Let 1t be read wichy
caresu! consideration by every citizen The prompt visiting of

, the extremest ﬁebnlucs of mwar ial law upon all rebels within the-

| estabhished milirary lincs; the coufiscarion of the property of
persons who shall take up arms sgaicst the Government, and
the declaration of absolute frecdom o thssiaves of all suchper—
sans, the extrem ¢ penalifes to be visited up n bridga burners,
railroad and tclegraph destroyers, tr ble co! d

and libels, and peacc destroyers of alt kinds, are measures of
the most extrsordinary stringency - butthe wisdom of thelr pro-
muigation by the supreme ofticer in the army of the West, wa
are confident will be conceded ny every just and loyal citisen.

“ there Is no longer any middic grouno or roum for traitors
where the lawful Gc vernment has sway. Gen. Fremont steikes
boldiy and fearlessly. The copsolideted patriotism and the
bounaless resources of the great Northwest are at his back,
Le- every faithful man, by word xad deed. give aid and encour~
agement to this grand movement for the re ostablishment of the
whole people.”
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