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Papers of Harry S. Truman: Files of Charles S. Murphy

FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY

OFFICE OF THE ADMINISTRATOR

January 2, 19,8

Dear Charlie:

Would you be good enough to look

this over before Monday night.

O...c i '

Hon. Charles Murphy
The White House
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CHARTf OF NEGRO RIGHTS

"The National Government of the United States mist take
the lead in safeguarding the civil rights of all Americans."

One out of every ten persons in the United States is a
Negro. This country cannot afford to permit ten per cent of
its people to continue to live in second-olass citisnship.

We do not need a special program for Negroes. that we
do need is a program to enable the Negro to participate in
the normal life of the community.

The Federal Government should embark on the following
ten-point program to this ends

I. RIGhT TO CONSTITUTIONAL PROTECTION

As citizens of the United States of America, as well as
of their State of residence, Negroes may look to Federal
protection of their constitutional rights.

(1) Commission on Civil Rights, as an arm of the
Executive Office of the President, to be charged with the
continuous appraisal of the status of civil rights, and
the efficiency of machinery to deal with such problems.

(2) Civil Rights Section of the Department of
Justice for effective legal action to prevent civil
rigto violations,

(3) Federal Anti- g At, as a mans of
affording pro eciona yj3 available to Negroes
in certain areas of the country.

II. RIOfHT TO YOTE

The most obvious mark of second-class citisenship is the
inability of Neroes in certain parts of the country effectively
to exercise their right to vote for public officials.; The right
to vote generally carries the opportunity to improve conditions
in the community, and opens the door to public service.

Pram

(1) Federal Anti-Poal Tax Act to protect Negroes
in the exercise~ of their fundamental rights and privileges
as citizens to vote in public elections.
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III. RIGfE TO WOIK

qualityy of opportunity" is the American olarion-oall
to the world.

(1) Full Proram, to assure an economic
climate condunv Ye t a utiliation of the
production capacities c all our people.

(2) Pederal Fair Employment Practices Act, to
assure equality of opportunity to private eployment
regardless of race, color, creed, or national origin.

(3) Labor Unions amendment of National Labor
Relations Ac o v ghts undar Act to unions dis-
oriminating against Negroes.

(14) United States Employment Service, special
instructions to assure non-discriminatory handling of
applicants for employment.

(5) Federal Civil service, vigorous policy to
assure non-disrininatory employment sad promotion
policies, on all levels of service.

(6) Apprenticeship Program, to assure more
positive etforts to equalise opportunities for
apprenticeships, as a means of industrialising Negro
labor.

(7) Business Counseling, to assure a more
positive and effective program of advice and counsel
to persons planning establishment of small businesses,
so that Negroes seeking to become small businessmen
may be better equipped to do so,

IT. RIGiH? TO HEALTH

The health of a country is no better than the health of
its most disadvantaged groups. Because their residence is largely
in rural areas, because of their lower economic strength, and
because of aomaunitay neglect, Negroes, espeoial3y in the Southern
States, are direly in need of more and better medical arnd health
services.
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(1) National Health Insurance; to assure needed
preventive and aurative services to all pople, and
thereby assure reasonable payments to doctors.

(2) Public Heqlth Services in every country of
America, expansion to provide basic pubiaic health, and
nursing services in every rural county on . 1ful-time
basis.

(3) aternal and Child Health Services, intensified
to assure these basic services to every rural county.

(h) Adequate Nwber of Doctors, Dentists, Nurses
apd other Professional Personnel, a program of scholarships,
expansion and opening of existing facilities, and develop-
ment of new opportunities to assure an adequate number
of properly trained professional Negroes.

(5) Health and Mdical Facilities, amendwent of the
Hospital Survey and Construction Act to (a) provide greater
Federal financial participation in the construction of
rural hospitals end health centers; (b) provide funds
for maintenanne of hospitals in rural areas, until some
general health program is adopted; and (c) open hospitals
constructed with Federal participation to Negro internee,
rosidents, and staff members 1 as roll as to general
practice by Nlegro phyrsicians.

(6) School Health Act, to assure earlier diagnosis
and treatment of preventable or curable illnesses.

(7) School Lunch Act expansion of program to
assure wider coverage of rural schools.

Y. RIGHT TO EDUOATICV

No one aspect of Negro life offers more hope for the
future of Amerioa than improvement in the educational
opportunities open to Negroes.

(1) Federal Aid to Education, to correct the sub-
standard conditions in the South, and thereby raise the
whole educational level of Negroes. Assurances are
necessary for eqnitable distribution of the Federal funds.
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(2) Scholarhi for Coil.g and Professional
Education to assure Nation t t able young peila
haeth opportunity to obtain as high an eduational
level as their capacities perit, without regard to race,
color, sreed, national origin, or their lack of financial
resources.

(3) Vocational gduaation, to assure equalityv of
opportunity a to help Negroes take themselves out of
the unskilled labor category, the existing vocational
education acts, and agricultural grants to land-grant
colleges be amended to require an equitable allocation of
funds for Negroes within the respective States.

VI. RIDi3f TO SOCIAL SgCURITT

Social Security represents the basic minimum of financial
protection which the American people regard as essential to
decency and self-reopoct. Because of the limitations of the
present social security program, Negroes are among the groups
tailing to receive the full benefits of oial security
legislation.

Program

(1) Old-Age and Survivors Insurance, the limitations
of coverage omitting agricultural and domestic emplcyees
from coverage bear particularly heavily on Negroes since
they are in overwhelming majority engaged in these un-
covered pursuits. This could be remedied by extension
of social security overage and strengthening of the
entire program.

(2) Unep nt Compn sation, sam situation
prevails. B tedi coverage tobe co-extensive
'with the expanded old-age and survivors insurance program,
Negroes could be brought more fully under unemployment
insurance protection. Enactment of a program of dependency
benefits would also be of distinct advantage to Negroes
because of their typically larger than average siae family.

(3) Public Assistance the adequacy of relief benefits
varies among h rates according to their fiscal resources.
Negroes lie in larger proportions in the rural State.
least able to provide adequate relief, and are therefore
more directly affected thereby.
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This situation would be remedied by enact-
wnt of legislation providing Federal grants for general
relief, and providing far Federal asaumptioi of a larger
share of the oost of all types of public assistance in
the poorer States.

VII. RIDHT TO BEAR ARLS

Citisenahip carries its duties as well as its rights.
Disormination in the call to duty is no lese invidious than
discrimination in protection of rights. Present military uad
niaval traditions subject ®egroes to humiliating discriminations
barring full service in the Armed Forces.

Pgram

(1) Abolition of segregation within Armed Services
and in National OGuard, and elimination of the policy of
assrin Negroes, in disproportionate numbers, to
sre e units.

(2) Assurance of equal opportunities for enlistaent,
comuissions, and promotions.

(3) Admission to military, Naval, aind Coast Gaard
Academies and all ether service schools on the basis
solely of merit and ability,

VIII. RtIGHT TO hIUSIO

A place to live decently and in healthy surrundings is
the abition of every American family. Negroes have contiuusuy
suffered from substandard homes and have been kept in ghettoes.

(1) Public Housin ,to assist private and public
obstruction of asoes in rural and urban areas. All

housing legislation should include non-disoriaiination
protections.

(2) Restrictive Covenants, government operations
involving loans, grants, or other means of financing
residential construction should bar all restrictive
covenants.
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II. RIGHT TO PUBLIC SERVICES

Public services intended to be available to all the
people should not be denied or restricted to anyone because
of race, color, creed, or national origin.

Program

(1) General Pol to establish a national
policy consonant with he obligations it assumed under
the Charter of the United Nations and the Act of
Ohapultepec, the Congress should enact a law stating
that disorinination and segregation, based on race,
color, creed, or national origin, in the rendering
of all public services by the Federal Oovernment is
contrary to public policy.

(2) Interstate Transportation to implement and
aupplnment rulings of the Suprems Court, Congress should
enact a law prohibiting discrimination or segregation,
by public or private officials, based on race, color,
creed, or national origin, in interstate transportation
and all the facilities thereor.

. THE RIGHT TO PLAI

Recreation is an important aspect of the American
way of life.

(1) Public Works Program, all Federal programs
of grants or loans for publ ic worka should be conditioned
upon provisions assuring non-discrimination in the use
of all recreational facilities.
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